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THR  SENATE  OFTHE  UNITED  STATES* 

AT  THE  FIS8T  8E88ION  OP  THE  THIRD  CONGRESS*  BEGUN  AT  THE  CTTT  OF 
PHILADELPHIA,  DECEMBER  S,  1791. 


HOTS  TO  THB  SEADBR. 

To  Mieovnt  for  the  abMnoe  of  uit  Rmort  ai  DdxUea  in  th«  Senate  in  tlie  Third  Ooagreai,  it  {■  proper  har« 
to  repeat  that  the  Senate  Mt  wifli  doMd  doom  dnriBg  iu  Lefiriative  u  weU  u  itc  Exeowttve  nttinga,  from  tbe 
beginning  of  tfie  Pint  Congieaa  «p  to  the  MUi  d»  of  Pebniaiy,  17M,  wbon  a  jftofoMiaa  lOceMdod,  wludt 
bad  freqwitly  befim  fiuled,  in  tiutt  body,  that  Ae  LegislatiTO  rittingfl  of  die  Senate  diotdd  duneefarth,  ate 
A«  end  of  that  eeirion  of  C<mfWM,  be  ocmdoeted  with  open  door*  and  gallerieo. 


Monday,  December  S,  1793. 

This  being  the  day  fixed  by  the  Constitutitu 
for  the  uutuu  meeting  of  Congress,  the  following 
members  of  the  Senate  appeared,  produced  their 
credentials,  and  took  their  seats : 

JoHM  Adams,  Vice  President  of  the  United* 
Slates  and  President  of  the  Senate; 

JoHM  Lamqdoh  and  Samuel  Litbkmobe,  from 
New  Hampshire ; 

GcoBQE  Cabot,  ft-om  Massachusetts ; 

OuTBR  Ellsworth,  from  Connecticnt ; 

MoBM  Roamsoiv,  from  Vermont} 

Aaboh  Bitbb,  firom  New  York ; 

JoHK  RvTHBRPtrRD,  ftom  New  Jersey ; 

Robert  Morrib  and  Albert  Gallatin,  from 
Peansylrania ; 

Jambs  Monroe,  from  Virginia ; 

John  Edwards,  from  Kentucky ; 

Benjamin  Hawkins,  from  North  Carolina; 

Ralph  Izabd,  fVom  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Lahodon,  the  President  of  the  Senate  pro 
tempore,  administered  the  oath  required  by  law  to 
the  Vice  President  op  the  United  States. 

The  Secretary  read  the  credentials  of  the  fol- 
lowing Senators  appointed  for  the  lams  respaet- 
trely  mentioned  therein : 

Pierce  Botlbr,  irom  South  Carolina ; 

Alexander  Martin,  from  North  Carwina; 

John  Vinino,  from  Delaware. 

The  Vice  Pbbsident  administered  the  oath  re- 
quired br  law  to  Mr.  Botler,  Mr.  Gallatin, 
and  Mr.  Martin,  respectiTdy,  and  they  took  their 

Stbphrh  Mix  Mitchell,  appointed  by  the  State 
of  Connecticut  a  Senator  for  two  years,  in  the 
I^e  of  RooEa  Sherman,  deceased,  produced  his 
eredentiab,  which  being  rud,  the  Vice  Presidbht 
'  adnunistered  to  turn  Uie  oath  required  by  l^w,  and 
he  took  bis  seat. 

The  Vice  Presidbet  hud  before  the  Senate  the 
petition  of  Conrad  L«ub  aftd  others,  relative  to 
the  ifpointment  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  a  Senator  of 
3d  Com.— S 


the  United  States ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Vice  President  also  communicated  a  let- 
ter from  George  RSad,  of  Delaware,  resigning' 
his  seat  in  the  Senate ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatires  that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate 
is  assembledjuid  ready  to^roeeed  to  iHisinesB. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Izabd  and  Lanodon  be 
a  joint  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate^o- 
gether  with  sudi  committee  as  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives may  appoint,  on  their  part,  to  wait 
OD  the  Pbesidbht  or  teb  United  States,  and 
notify  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is 
assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any  commn]iica> 
tioDs  that  tie  may  be  {leased  to  make  to  them. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  had  elected 
Frederick  A.  Muhlenberg  their  Speaker,  and 
that  they  bare  concurred  with  the  Senate  in  ap- 
pointing a  joint  committee  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent OF  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Izabd,  from  the  joint  committee  who  had 
waited  on  the  Prsbidbht,  reputed  Uiat  the  Pu- 
siDEHT  would  meet  the  two  Houses  to-mfHrreVf 
at  IS  ^eloek,  in  the  Senate  Chamber. 

TuESDAT,  December  3. 

The  two  Houses  being  aaaraiUed  in  the  Senate 
Chamber,  the  Presidbnt  op  the  Unfted  States 
entered,  and  addressed  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress as  follows : 
Felhw-diixeni  of  tie  Senaie,  and 

of  the  Hoim  of  BtpreemtoHweit 

anee  the  cemneoBisiwrt  of  ^  tstrn  fcrwfakh  I 
have  been  again  osHed  into  oflte^  no  fit  oeeaslon  has 
arisen  far  mxpnmag  to  my  ftUow^tiseM  at  large  Ae 
deep  and  lespeotAtl  sense  yrbaeh  I  fed  of  the  rwiewed 
testmiM^  of  ^i^iobatkii.   WUle,  on  Ae  ens' 

hand,  it  awakened  ny  gialitttde  Ibr  wSl  tbose  instaness 
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cf  iftedonale  pirtiality  wMi  whidi  T  l»Te  been  hioaat- 
ed  by  my  country,  on  the  other,  U  cpntd  np|  pwfOt  m 
eeraeat  wish  Sot  that  retireinent  fiNun  whiA  nm  prhrato 
eotuider»tion  flhoold  ever  hare  torn  me.  But,  iofla- 
enced  by  the  belief  that  my  conduct  would  be  eetimated 
Bconding  to  ita  real  motirei,  and  that  the  pei^le,  and 
tiM  anthnitiee  derived  fimn  them,  would  nupport  em^ 
tiona  havii^  nodtii^  ftaand  fin-  Aeir  vigiet,  I  have 
obeyed  the  saSttge  which  commanded  me  to  reaonw 
Oe  EzecutiTe  power,  and  I  hnmUyim^ore  that  Being 
oBTboae  wiH  the  &te  of  aatfMw  dapa><lm  to  orpwn 
with  iDcoeaB  oar  mntnal  eodearon  for  the  gmmi  hap 
{■neae. 

Am  aoon  ae  the  war  in  Europe  had  embraced  those 
Poweia  with  '*.hom  the  United  States  have  the  most 
ta^nmn  relatio-  '.  thm  waa  reaaon  to  apprehend  that 
mir  intareonne  wimi  iheu  mi^t  be  intermpted,  and 
m  dHVMHtkB  fi»r  fmm  ^rwro  into  m^lkm  by  the 
■twinoiw  too  «Aea  waiuitohni  by  belligiWW  wdwie. 
If!  eeeoiad,  ikmtAn,  to  he  wy  A^tf  to  aanouUk  e«r 
qtiaent  at  the  tmttynmeeu  of  a  cowfrahend  trade,  end 
of  hostile  acts  to  any  of  the  partice,  and  to  ohtejo,  by  a 
declaration  of  the  existing  l^al  itoto(rf'thinga,Bn  easier 
edmiarion^  of  our  right  to  the  immnnitiea  Moiling  to 
our  Bttnation.  UndcT  theee  impressions,  the  Prodama- 
t*m  wbii&  will  be  bud  befim  you  waa  iaaved. 

ui  thia  poatme  of  adUra,  both  new  and  d^ieMe,! 
neohed  to  adopt  general  mla^vdiich  riwoUcmifonn 
to  the  treatiea  end  aafart  the  nrvril^a  of  the  United 
Statea.  Theae  were  lediiced  mto  a  i^atMn,  whidi  will 
be  communicated  to  you.  Ahhoaghl  have  not  thought 
myself  at  hberiy  to  Ibrbid  the  sale  of  the  prizes  penoit- 
ted  by  onr  tiea^  of  commerce  with  France  to  be  bnni^t 
teto  our  ports,  i  have  not  reftised  to  eaoae  them  to  be 
leateted  when  they  were  taken  within  the  proteetkn  of 
aw  tarritoiy,  or  by  veeeeli  eommiaaieiied  or  emripped 
ta  a  WHtto  ftm  widiki  Ae  Ifauto  of  tte  United  8tetea. 

U  reata  wltt  ibe  wiadom  of  Ceagi""  oenec^  hn- 
pnm,  or  eufiiroe  tUa  plan  of  pneedme;  and  itvriH 
pnAaWy  be  fimnd  expedieat  to  extend  the  legal  code 
and  the  jurisdiotion  of  Oe  Conrto  of  the  United  Stales 
to  QMUiy  eeaes  whwdi,  though  dependent  en  fanMiples 
aheady  lecogniaed,  denutd  senie  fiuther  pMTiaioDs. 

Wben  individ«ab  ahell.  within  the  United  Stetoa, 
tfoy  thmMelvae  in  Iwatil^  egeinat  ai^  ^the  Powora 
at  war»  at  enter  i^pim  miliiarr  enediliona  ok  enteib 
priaes  within  the  jtniadiction  of  the  United  States ;  or 
orarp  apd  exerciae  Jndidal  authority  within  the  United 
States ;  or  where  the  penalties  on  violations  of  the  law 
0|f  nations  may  have  been  indiatincUy  marked,  oi  are 
inaiteqnato — tluse  oflbncee  cannot  rec^t  too  ei^  uid 
dose  an  attention,  and  leqidVB  prompt  and  dedaive  re* 
toedtee. 

Whataoever  dwae  temedtea  mtj  be,  dMy  wiD  be  w^ 
administered  by  tiie  JndWaiy^wlto  poeaeaa  a  kmg^ 
tablished  comae  ot  iwreatigBtion,  effbtiaal  ptooess,  and 
.officers  in  the  habit  of  executing  it. 

In  Hke  manner,  aa  aeveial  of  IIm  Covta  Iwre  doub^ 
ait  under  peiliimlii  laii  iiiiiilaiiaiM.  tfaeii  power  to  hber- 
ato  the  veesela  of«  naliDn  at  peace,  and  even  of  a  dti> 
xen  of  the  United  States,  altiioui^i  senad  under  a  Mw 
eolor  of  being  hostils  proper^,  and  have  dmied  their 
power  to  liberate  oertun  captures  within  the  protection 
irfoor  territory,  It  wooU  seem  proper  to  regulate  their 
HiihihtinM  fai  these  poiMsj.brtt  ir  the  ExeeatiTOiato 
bafheteaoetiKeiihce  c€  the  two  laabmantiMied  raaea^ 
it ia  hoped  that  he  wiU  be  aoAomed  bylaw  to  ben 
ftoto  aaeertained  by  the  Courts,  wken,  Ibr  Ui  own  in- 
ftaietion,]ie  shall  leqneat  it. 


[Deoembbb,  1798. 


I  cannot  recommend  to  yonr  notice  meesores  for  the 
fedliBeat  of  ov  dft|^  to  the  rest  of  the  wivtd,  without 
aipiki  preanng  upon  you  the  necessity  of  pladng  our- 
adves  in  a  condition  of  complete  defence,  and  of  exact* 
ing  from  them  the  ftilfibnent  of  their  datiee  towards  us. 
l!he  United  Statea  ought  not  to  indulge  a  perauaaioii 
Oat,  OMiteBty  to  the  order  of  human  events  diey  wilt 
Arever  kB^  at  a  diatauce  thoee  painftilmqpeals  to  anna 
widi  whldi  the  htatoiy  of  every  other  nation  abonnda. 
There  ia  a  tank  doe  to  the  United  Statee  among  na- 
tkna,  whbh  win  be  withheld,  if  imi*  abaolntoly  lotf,  by 
the  wyttatittn  <tf  veefcnese.  If  we  desire  to  avoid  in- 
anh,  we  must  be  able  to  repel  it;  if  we  dedre  to  sectue 
peace,  one  of  the  most  powerful  instruments  of  our  ris- 
ing ptosperi^,  it  must  be  known  that  we  are  at  all 
times  readyforvrar.  The  dociunentawliidiwiB  liepm> 
aented  to  you  will  show  the  amount  and  kinds  of  anna 
and  mflitoiy  rtena  nwr  kk  onr  aagMinee  1*4  ewNMla ; 
endyataaadfiliM«MitotbaM  miftlimmmtmik 
prakMoa  be  Mgleetedl  M  i»  Willi  leava  aelhint  to  tbtt 

UMertainty  of  neeuriiNr  ^  ■fpentw  m. 

meeaent  of  pnfaiie  4aBgar» 

HioT  can  audi  arrangements,  with  sudi  objects,  be 
expoeed  to  die  censure  or  jealouayof  the  warmest  friends 
of  RepuUicaii  Government  ThOT  are  incapable  oi 
aboae  m  the  Undaof  the  IiGlitia,  who  ought  to  poasesa 
a  pride  in  bdvg  the  dapoaitaiy  of  the  fbroe  of  the  Be- 
public,  and  may  be  trattied  to  a  degne  of  energy  equal 
to  every  military  exigent^  of  die  United  Stetee.  But 
it  is  an  inquiry  whldi  eanaot  be  too  soletn^y  pwmed, 
whether  the  act "  efbctnally  to  provide  for  the  na- 
tional defence,  by  eattUiahing  an  snii)nn  Militia 
throughout  the  United  States,"  has  ocgoaiied  them  ae  ae 
to  fnidiue  tkrir  ftill  eAct }  wbethot  your  own  eKpntoace 
in  the  several  States  has  not  detected  boom  impaAw^ 
tiona  in  the  aobetw;  eiid  wbatfaar  a  ■wtemlftatuMt  in 
an  buiveeenent  of  it,  eag^  net  to  bft  to  i0M  aa  op- 
portunity Ibr  the  etolr  of  dtoie  bMadieeef  DteaOitBiy 
art  which  can  aewndy  aeor  be  attainad  Iqr  pnctice 
alone? 

The  ouuiexioaof  the  United  ^tes  with  Euzope  baa 
become  extremdy  interesting.  The  occurrences  which 
relate  to  it  and  have  passed  under  the  knowledge  of  the 
;  Executive,  will  be  exhibitedto  Cong^  in  a  subsequent 
eommonication. 

When  we  omtemnbto  the  war  on  onr  ftonden,  it 
may  be  tru^  affirmed  tiiat  every  reaaonable  effort  has 
beta  made  to  adjust  the  causes  of  dissension  vrith  the 
bkdkns  oai^h  of  the  Ohio.  Hw  instmetioBs  given  to 
the  ntimmisninnnm  nrinm  n  mnrtsralrim  an4  rrntty  r"*- 
eeeding  from  a  dneeM  km  of  peace  and  a  libenli^ 
kavi^  no  natrictiea.  but  the  eaaontial  inteasoto  and  dig- 
nity of  the  United  States.  The  atlMnpt,hBW«vn,  of  an 
amicable  ni«otintton  haaing  been  finirtrete^  the  tro^ 
havemaidted  to  actoSMvdy,  Mthongfc  the  pto- 
poeed  trea^  did  not  aneat  thapaepesa  4^  mihtaiy  |Ba- 
paiatien.  it  ia  doubtfol  how  &r  the  advanca  of  the  aea* 
aui,  bdhre  good  fitith  jastitted  active  movementa,  may 
retud  Aem,  dtniag  the  remainder  of  the  year.  From 
the  papers  and  intdligence  whidi  relate  to  this  import- 
ant subject,  you  will  determine  whether  the  defidency 
in  the  number  of  troops  granted  by  law  shall  be  com- 
pensated by  succors  of  Militia,  or  additional  Mtconrage- 
mento  shall  be  propoeed  to  recruits. 

An  anzie^  haa  been  abo  demwiatrated  by  the  Ex- 
eeotive  for  peace  vrith  the  Creeks  and  the  Cherokee*. 
The  former  have  been  relieved  with  com  and  with  cloth- 
ing, aadofibnaive  measarea  against  them  pn^bited  dur- 
ing tiie  reeeaa  of  Congreaa.  To  aatiafy  the  oonpUnte 


ProemUngt. 


Digitized  by 


la 


mSTORV  OF  GOMiaBBn. 


14 


DMUdnn,  1793.] 


•f  tt»  laHnr,  fniMcMiMu  km  beat  iiiMitated  fid  ba 
Tiolwii  ctwtnUtdnfaa  tfaeab  Battbe  pqMniriwA 
wiD  be  detirerad  to  70Q,  diidwi  Ibfl  criliepl  fiMtinff  on 
lAiA  M  ittta  in  t^ud  to  both  Utam  tribM*  and  il  u 
wMi  CongMv  to  fnMKmoe  i*bat  dudl  ba  doM. 

▲Aer  th^  diii  lwt«  pMTided  br  Ite  pnMM  MneB> 
gMk^,  it  wil  BMril  dieir  moM  Mrimu  to  mdw 

•fkMiMt  Not  to  a  rigonw  nsoKtlOD  of  futim  on 
Ihn  iililiii  of  pMOBt  Ite  fatsbfirionflnt  of  ooDmntM 
wiA  fte  biditfi  natiaoi^  In  bdMlfof  A«  UmMd  BtMn, 
ivMMttt^  to  eooDilMM  their  attMhmnt  Bvt  it 
flogfat  to  be  coudoetod  wilhwil  iiBudy  without  Mtertiin, 
with  oenatant  md  plentiful  mppliee,  with  *  rmd;  mar- 
ket fn  the  fiommoditiee  of  the  Indiuu,  atd  a  etatod 
I  far  what  thejr  givo  in  piqrniait  and  nceire  in  ex- 
InfivilMlf  will  not  potMW  and  a  traffic,  «n- 
tba<r  be  aflond  by  the  hofe  of  imfit;  but  it  wiU  bo 
enon^  for  lha  United  Statea  to  be  reimbaned  only. 
OiobU  this  leomnaandatioa  aeoord  with  the  c^nion  of 
Congreae,  they  will  teooUect  that  it  cannot  be  aoooin- 
jriUbed  I17  any  meona  y«t  m  the  huula  of  the  lizeca- 

6M<feMi0i  of  the  Houte  of  iUptettniativa  .- 

The  Commiwioneri  charged  with  the  aettlement  of 
<wwtt  hetwwn  th«  Unitad  StMee  and  Inditidtiel 
Slilaa  cBBehided  then  important  fiuMlioM  wkhhi  Ae 
^e  Gnilad  by  kw,  and  the  bahncea  etmek  in  then' 
itepott  (whidi  wiD  be  laid  befive  Congreia)  have  been 
pfaieed  on  die  botAs  df  the  TreaaoTy. 

On  the  ftat  d«?  of  Jane  bat,  an  inilJilirrtI  of  one 
■dKan  of  florina  became  fayaUe  en  dn  Loam  of  die 
United  0MM  in  HoSmkL  Thiiwas  «d|«A*dbyK  pro- 
■M^rtM  <^  dte  period  of  laiBdineiiient,  tn  nature  of 
•  «ew  Lean,  at  an  iateWit  of  ftT*|Mr  eent.,fi>r  theterm 
rften  yaMa,  and  Atexpeoaat  of  thb  opendkai  wen  a 

MvAMiAaBaiyt  of  <he  UniM  ttllMhMbetti 
paid,  aa  waa  directed  by  Uw.  For  dia  aMond  It'iri  no- 
mttiuy  that  ptofiMD  ahenld  b»  made. 

No  peenniaiy  eouideration  ie  more  uigent  than  die 
Mg^rademiliaHaiiddiadkaigo  <rf  PnWeDabt; 
an  none  am  delay  be  MW  i^jufMlk  ot  m  ttoammj  of 


The  pndoetifenaH  of  the  p«Mte  rdvanwae  htdwrto 
hm  iiiiliiiwiiil  to  ejinri  dw  anlia^padMil  whieh  w«re 
fimned  of  it,  bat  H  b  not  axpectod  to  fvove'aonmemtt- 
nto  wAfa  M  die  ebjeela  whkhr  have  bem  tnggeoted. 
fletoe  anxttary  pioviriona  wa,thBnforavittt  preAnned, 
be  itqaidta ;  ai»d  it  ia  hoped  Ihtt  dieae  may  be  made 
oenairtentfy  with  a  dae  ngmA  to  tlM  eraMoienee'  of 
our  eiliiena.  who  cannot  bnt  be  aenaible  of  the  trae  wia- 
tek  of  eneowtoring  a  flbdl  praaent:  aidiUau  to  theb 
eoBlrilmtwHia)  to  obvfito  IhMto  nwwiwnlrtOBi  of  bn^ 

But  hen  I  cannot  faheer  to  mMiunend  a  rtped  of 
■V  toK  ta  dto  tranapcMaifen  of  pnUh.  printa.  There 
ia  no  leeottrce  eo  firm  for  the  GtoremmmtAf  the  tfnitod 
ftlnUe  aa  aflaetfana  of  the  poopb,  guided  by  tn  «n- 
l^tenod  poKcy;  and  to  dna  prtnduy  good  notmig  can 
emdvea  mare  than  a  fidthflil  repreaaulalicHk  of  piAlic 
Bcoeeedinga,  diffbaed  without  reetraint,  dnonghoot  the 
C^Mdatatoih 


An  aathnato  of  the  approptiatiooi  mtwmiry  far  the 
^umm»  MffnDB  of  iha  oming  year,  awi  n  ■tahawnt  of 
m  pawhaiu  of  anna  and  military  atow,  iatid>  Jwiug  the 
,  wQthe  iwiMiiiiil  to  OmgNM 


Omttkmmefiik  SmmU,  attd 

The  MT«rij  Ml^eete  to  ithl<A  I  htfve  Hew  nfetral 
open  a  wide  mige  M  yobr  dcMbetatkni,  and  involTO 
some  of  the  dioiaat  intereati  of  onr  eonunon  eonntiy. 
Permit  me  to  biteg  to  yonr  nHnantbrance  die  msgnl^ 
tade  of  yow  taik.  Wimout  an  nnprejudleed  eoolnwa, 
the  wilMse  of  die  GoWffliimii  mm  be  haauM.;  «idK 
out  hatnmiy,  aa  far  ai  trUMm  Mdt  ftcadoni  dP  eBiii^ 
nftmt,  Ita  dignity  ibot  be  loat  Bo^  aa  the  l«|MitfW 
ptMMAoge  of  dt«  t/iiitod  etaM  wffl  n«Ter,  I  trml,  be 
rgprofcched  far  the  want  df  tnnperor  of  eaador,aABhon 
not  dn  pabGe  haj^toeaa  hngnkh  finm  Oe  went  of  taf 
aMnwMia  »d  nwntaeal  «(H>pei«ilen.  • 

The  PitBMiNBKT  hanringretir^tbe  two  Houses 
sepuated* 

A  measwe  from  the  Hoose  of  Repreacntatiree 
i^ormed  tne  Senate  that  they  have  reaoWcd  tbM 
tw«  Ohandaina,  of  diAnst  detiedninBtioM,  b6  ap- 
patnterf  for  the  prhaent  seaaion,  oat  by  taeh  HooMy 
who  shall  interehangc  weekly ;  townioh  they  ^ 
sire  the  eonearrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  eononrMd  with  the  alMrre  ynpoA- 
tkra,  and  appointed  the  Right  Rererend  Bnhop 
Wbitb  to  w  Chai^ain  on  the  part  <A  the  Seitate. 

A  Meas^  ma  reeeired  from  tfa6  Pkksidbkt 
or  TBB  tTMiTED  STATES,  commmiicatmg  his  Pro* 
ehmation  of  the  23d  of  Afffil,  1793,  together  with 
the  ftides  established  by  the  Frcsidgnt  for  the 
goremment  of  the  Executive  Officers,  in  eases  of 
vessels  equipping  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

The  Proclamation  and  Ilules  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motioi^  a  committee  of  fire  was  appointed 
to  report  the  draft  of  an  Address  to  the  PaBfliBUrr, 
in  answer  tA  his  Speech  to  both  Hoases. 

Messrs.  Ellcwortb,  BoTbaa,  laaw,  Laiiomh, 
uid  RoTBianiu,  wete  named. 

WsDN^SDAY,  December  4. 
The  VioD  PasBuiiiHT  kid  befcre  the  Senate  a 
Lettar  finm  tlsa  Saeretary  of  Wai,  with  sudry 
papeis  tharein  nferrad  to ;  which  Letter  and  pa- 
pers were,  in  pert,  read,  and  the  Senate  thn  ad- 
jowfuedj 

TatiiuDAr,  Deecmber  5. 

FnaDuicc  FaiuitoAinmii^  ftcm  New  Jaibet, 
aK>ea^  produced  his  endeDtials,  and.  the  osnu 
oath  beM^K  adminiBteied  to  him,  took  his  arat 

The  readinsr  of  the  papm  yesterday  reeeiretf 
from  the  Secretary  of  war  was  resttmed ;  and, 
after  progress,  postponed. 

The  fiHlowing  Message  was  redeived  froth  the 

PlBBlDEMT  OF  THB  UnITBD  STiTtiB  : 

Gmtlemm  of  tie  <Sma<B  ondf 

of  fie  Ibim  ofB^mmMka  t 
Aa  the  present  sitnatfonardke  a««snl  Mdens  of  Bo- 
rope,  and  eapeeiatty  of  IftMe  widt  ^rtOOi  flw  tflM 
Stotsa  have  nnpmtant  rdatione,  cannot  tat  render  the 
sfato  of  tUngi  betwsen  dtem  and  na  matter  of  interest* 
iaf  tofofery  to  die  LagMnart*  aari  nu^  fadaed  gl«s 
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riM  to  delibemtioiw  to  whidi  they  tlone  are  oompetcat, 
I  hmvfl  thou^t  it  mj  ia.^  to  oommoiiieate  to  than  ccr- 
taiD  correapondeDoefl  which  have  taken  place. 

The  RepreaentatiTe  and  Executive  bodies  of  Franc* 
iMve  manilBated  generally  a  tamSfy  ■titiflinwwt  to  tfiis 
eoontty,  hare  given  advaotagea  to  our  comnMree  and 
navigatiffla,  ind  have  made  overtniefl  for  placing  theee 
•dvantaoet  on  pennanent  ground.  A  deoee,  horrever, 
of  the  ^tioBal  AaMmb^,  ■ubjecting  veeseU  laden  vrith 
jooviaiona  to  be  carried  into  their  porta,  and  making  ene- 
my goods  lawAiI  prise  in  the  veesel  of  a  friend,  contrary  to 
OUT  Treaty,  though  revoked  at  one  time  as  to  the  Unit- 
ed Stales  been  mnce  extended  to  their  vesMla  mlao, 
aa  hu  been  reeentl^r  stated  to  R^maentationa  en 
thiaanlgact  will  ha  immediately  given  in  diaige  to  our 
Miniiler  there,  and  the  molt  dudlbe  cowmttBifialed  to 
the  Legiilatnre. 

It  ia  with  extreme  concern  I  have  to  infonn  you  diat 
the  {ffoceedinga  of  the  person  whom  they  have  aiifi»r- 
tonately  appeinted  their  Minister  PknipotentiBiy  here 
have  breathed  notUng  of  the  friendly  spirit  of  the  nation 
wUdi  sent  turn ;  their  tendeut^,  on  die  contra^,  has 
been  to  involve  ua  in  wax  alnoad  and  discord  and 
anarohy  at  home.  60  &r  aa  his  acta,  ot  thoae  of  hia 
■gents,  have  threataaied  our  iranwdiale  commitinent  in 
Ae  wu,  or  flagnnt  inaoH  to  die  antiiori^  of  the  lavs, 
their  eflecthasbeen  counteracted  the  <ndinaiy  cogni* 
»nce  of  the  lawa,  and  by  an  exertion  of  the  powers  con- 
fided to  me.  Where  their  danger  was  not  imminent, 
tlwy  have  been  borne  with,  from  aentiments  of  regard 
to  his  nation,  from  a  sense  of  their  friendship  towards 
us,  frtim  a  conviction  that  they  would  not  suffer  ue  to 
remain  long  exposed  to  the  action  of  a  person  who  has 
■0  little  nqieeted  our  matoal  diapositiona,  and,  I  will 
add,  from  a  reliance  on  the  firmness  of  my  fiJlow-citi- 
aens  m  dieir  princt]des  of  peace  and  order.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  uve  leqwcted  and  pursued  the  stipula- 
tions  of  our  treaties,  according  to  what  I  judged  their 
true  sense,  and  have  withheld  no  act  of  fiiendship  whidi 
ihdr  aflbirs  have  called  for  from  us,  and  which  justice 
to  othen  left  ns  free  to  perform.  I  have  gone  further : 
rather  than  employ  force  for  the  restitution  of  certain 
vaaada  which  I  deemed  die  United  States  bound  to  re- 
store, I  thought  it  more  adviaaUe  to  aatisfy  die  partiea 
Iqr  avowing  it  to  be  my  opinion  that,  if  tMlitutitm  vnce 
not  nnda,  it  would  be  incumbent  on  1b»  United  Statea 
to  make  oompenaation.  The  papers  now  eommonicat- 
ed  will  mote  partienlaily  apprise  you  of  tiisse  trana- 
aetiona. 

The  vexations  and  spoliation  understood  to  have  been 
eommitted  on  our  vessels  and  commerce  by  the  cruisers 
and  officer*  of  some  of  the  beUigerent  Powera,  appeared 
to  feqoiie  attention.  The  proofo  of  these,  however,  not 
hMiagbeen  bmndit  fonnwd,  dw  deso^ptiona  of  dli- 
una  anppoasd  to  have  soStaied  weie  notified  that,  on 
flinuahing  them  to  the  Executive,  due  measnies  would 
be  taken  ta  obtain  redress  of  the  past,  and  more  effect- 
ual provinoni  against  thefhture.  Should  such  deca- 
ments  be  fimuahed,  proper  representations  will  be  made 
thereon,  with  a  juat  reliance  on  a  redreas  proportioned 
to  the  exigency  of  the  case. 

The  Brilidi  Government  having  undertaken,  by  or^ 
dns  to  dw  omnmandcn  of  their  nmed  vesaels,  to  re- 
■tnfai  genenfly  our  eenunorce  in  eon  and  odier  pro- 
viaons  tothur  own  ports,  ud  diose  of  their  friends,  the 
instructions  now  communicated  were  immediate^  fop- 
warded  to  our  Minister  at  that  Court.  In  the  mean 
time,  some  discussions  on  the  snl^  todt  place  be- 
tween him  and  them.  These  are  also  laid  bemra  you, 
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'  ami  I  may  expect  to  learn  die  resuh  of  hia  tptaai  in- 
stmctkms  in  time  to  make  it  known  to  the  Legidatnre 
during  their  present  aeaaion. 

Veiy  early  after  dw  anival  of  a  Britiah  MiniMer  hm 
mutual  ezphnations  aa  the  brntmAm  of  dw  Ttmlj 
oC  PMeaweie  entered  into  Witt  diat  Mhuatar.  These 
are  now  laid  b^re  yon  fiv  your  intomalioB. 

On  the  snt^edi  of  miAuiiiAaeat  between  dnaeoon- 
try  and  Spain,  negotiatimis  and  oonfereoces  are  now 
depending.  The  puUic  good  requiring  that  die  ^vesent 
state  of  dieae  should  be  made  known  to  dw  L^ialatuie 
in  eon/Sdenee  onfy,  they  dull  be  the  su^ect  of  a  aajpft* 
rate  and  subsequent  oommumcation. 

G.  WASHmOTON. 

Unrxn  Statis,  December  6,  1798. 

The  Message  and  papers  thernn  referred  to 
were,  in  part,  read,  and  the  further  reading  post- 
poned. 

The  following  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
appointed  to  execute  the  several  acts  of  Congress 
to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  settlement  of 
the  Acconnts  between  the  United  States  and  the 
individual  States  was  also  received  from  the  Fbs? 

SIDElfT  OF  TBE  UnITED  STATES*. 

The  CommisRoners  i^fKuntad  to  exaenta  tfie  aemnl 
acts  of  Congress  to  provide  mora  eflbetnally  tor  the 

settlement  of  the  Accounts  between  the  United  Statea 
and  the  individual  States,  report: 

Th^  they  have  matured  eonsid««d  the  claims  of  the 
several  States  against  the  United  Statea,  and  the  charges 
of  the  United  States  against  the  individual  States. 

Tliat  they  have  gone  tfarotvh  the  prooeaa  prescribed 
in  the  fifth  aedioB  of  Ae  act  of  Cwignns  iiasauil  the  ftth 
day  of  Angnat,  1700,  (dw  pardeafan  irtieteof  vrfU  b* 
found  in  bocdt  A,  lodged  witt  dw  papers  of  this  office,' 
in  the  Tkmsui^jt  Department,)  and  find  that  dwre  is 
due,  including  tntsrest,  to  the  31st  day  December,- 
1789,  to  dw  Stato  o^ 

New  Hampshire,  sevMity-five  thousand  and  fif^-fiv* 
dirflars; 

Massai&wetta,  one  milliMi  two  luindrad  and  fo>^ 
sight  tbooaaad  ei^t  honied  and  one  ddlaia ; 
Rhode  Island,  two  hundred  sndnine^-niiiettionaBBd 

six  hundred  and  eleven  dcdlars ; 

Connectieut,  six  hundred  uidnineleMi  thmiamiil  OM 
hundred  and  twenty-one  dollara ; 

New  Jersey,  for^*mne  thousand  and  durty  doUaii; 

South  Carolina,  one  milBon  two  hundred  and  flvo 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  ssvea^-eight  dotisra ; 

Gtomgia,  nineteen  thoosand  nine  hundnd  end  ai|^itf> 
eight  doflaia. 

And  that  there  is  iw,  inchi^  iutenst,  to  die  Slit 
day  of  Deeembor,  1789,  fnm  the  Slate  of— 

New  Toric,  two  million  and  sevan^4bnr  diowanj- 
eight  hundred  snd  Sotty-mx  dsUam ; 

Pennsylvania,  seven^nnz  thonaand  sevan  hnndrai' 
and  nine  dtrilars; 

Delaware,  aix  hundred  and  twelve  dKmaand  four  huK 
dred  and  twenty-eight  dollars ; 

Maryland,  MM  hundred  anid  fifty<«Ba  dMMsandsix 
hnndrsd  and  forty  dollars; 

Virginia,  one  hundred  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy.<iiiw  dcdlars ; 

North  Carolina,  five  hundred  and  one  thousand  and 
«ghty-two  dollars. 

Which  several  suns,  th^,     virtoe  «f  the  anthoiity 
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pTOceedingt. 


[Seratc- 


to  them  delegated,  declare  to  be  the  AnaJ  and  eondn- 
«hre  balanoea  due  to  and  from  the  Mveral  dtates. 

WILLIAM  IRVINE, 
JOHN  KEAN, 
WOODBURT  LANGDON. 
Omci  er  raa  CoinniaioirBBa  or  AccoTm, 
PkUadtlphia,  Jam  M,  1798. 

FninAY,  December  6. 
A  DMSMge  from  the  House  of  RetweseBtntives 
iaTormed  toe  Senate  that  they^  had  elected  the 
Rer.  AsHBBL  G^bmn  as  Chaplain  to  Congress,  en 
their  part. 

Mr.  Bll8worth,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  report  the  draft  of  an  Address  to  the  Prbsidbut 
OP  TBB  UitiTBD  States,  made  a  report ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  for  eonnderatioii  on  Mon- 
darnext. 

The  Senate  renuned  the  reading  of  the  com- 
mnnications  referred  to  In  the  Message  of  the 
PnBsiDBiiT  of  the  5th  instant;  and,  after  progress, 
a4joiimed  to  Mmday^. 


MoNDAT,  December  9. 
Messrs.  Stephen  R.  Brabley,  from  Vermont, 
Tbbobore  Foster,  from  Rhode  Island,  and  Ru- 
FITS  Kino,  from  New  York,  appeared  and  took 
their  seats. 

The  ViGS  Pbesidbnt  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  of  the  7th  instant,  from  Samuel  Meredith, 
Treaaurer  of  the  United  States,  with  hia  ^narterly 
neeotmls,  nuule  up  to  the  31st  of  Bilareh  Uut,  to- 
geUwr  with  his  aceotute  leqwcting  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  made  np  to  the  30th  of  Jane  last. 

The  Letter  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Lener  and  papers  therein 
referred  to  lie  on  the  table. 

AgreeiU)l]r  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
took  into  consideration  the  draft  of  an  Address 
reported  by  the  committee  in  answer  to  the 
Speech  of  toe  PresiiJENT  of  the  United  States 
to  Congress  at  the  opening  of  the  session :  which, 
being  amended,  and  the  several  paragrapns  of  the 
report  agreed  to,  it  was  adopted,  as  follows : 
"ThtU  Ptwidtnt  of  the  United  SUOtt: 

"Aeoept,  sir,  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  tat  your 
Speed!  dettvered  to  both  Honsee  of  Congress  at  Uie 
mnnng  of  dw  teaskm.  Tonr  n^ectton  to  the  Chief 
Magialraey  of  the  XSvkteA  States  gam  as  nneere  irfea- 
aare.  WeeonMderitasaneveBteTeiywayproiHtioiu 
to  the  bappiDew  ef  our  ooontry;  aad  yoor  compliance 
wiA  the  eall,  as  a  fteshinstattce  of  die  patriotic  whidi 
1m  as  rapeateffly  led  yon  to  sscrifice  pnrate  indfaiatkni 
la  the  pidAe  good,  m  the  nnammt^  wUeh  a  second 
Itae  Miks  tUs  naportaa*  national  act,  we  trace,  with 
paiticnlaT  w^&At/Aeni,  besides  the  distingdsbed  tribate 
paid  to  die  Yiftoes  and  abHtties  wfateh  it  recognises, 
SMther  proof  of  that  just  diseenuneot  and  CMMtaocf  of 
antimenta  and  views  wUch  have  hidrntocharactafned 
the  dtbens  of  die  United  Stales. 

*'As  die  European  FowNa  witti  wbua  the  United 
Btatas  have  the  moat  eztennre  rdatioas  w«re  invatved 
ia  war,  in  which  we  bad  taken  no  part,  it  seemed  ne- 
CBseaiy  that  the  disposition  of  die  nation  for  peace 
ahs^  be  ptoain^stod  to  dw  worid,  asweU  ftr  the 
yvpoaairfadmoBMifaigmrcMMnssf  dw  eoBssfBsnsw 


of  a  contraband  irade  and  of  acts  hostile  to  any  of  dw 
bdUgerent  parties,  as  to  (ditiln,  by  a  dsdaistioii  of  dw 
ezisttng  state  oftUngs,  sa  easier  adansrim  of  oar 
ri^  to  dte  inununities  of  our  ritoatkn;  we,  dunAnak 
contemplate  with  fdeaaore  the  Prodamation  by  yoa 
issued,  and  giro  it  omt  hearty  approbatioB.  We  deem 
it  a  measure  well-timed  and  wise,  mamfeating  a  wateb- 
ftd  solicitude  for  the  weUare  oS  the  nati<»i,  and  etkn- 
lated  to  promote  it 

"The  several  important  nutters  presented  to  oar 
oomUontion  will,  in  the  oontas  of  die  semn,  eogan 
all  the  attention  to  wUch  duy  are  reipeetively  mtitledt 
and,  as  the  public  happiness  win  be  the  sole  guide  of 
our  deliberations,  we  are  perfoi^  assured  tit  receiving 
your  strenuous  and  most  xesloua  co'cperatum. 

«JOHN  AI>AM8, 
«  Yiee  President  of  the  United  States, 

"  and  Fretident  of  the  Senate.** 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Elubworth  and  But- 
ler wait  on  the  Phesibbnt  or  tbb  UMirin 
States,  and  desire  him  to  acquaint  the  Senate 
at  what  time  and  place  it  will  be  most  convenient 
for  him  that  the  foregoing  Address  should  be  i*e> 
sented. 

Tubsdat,  Deeembo- 10. 

John  Bbown,  from  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
attended  to-day. 

Mr.  Bllbwortb  reported,  from  the  committee 
appointed  yesterday  to  wait  on  the  Pbesidbht  or 
thb  Unitbb  States,  that  the  FsBeiDBHT  pro- 
posed to  receive  the  Address  of  the  Senate  this 
day,  at  12  o'clock,  at  his  own  house.  Whereopoo, 
the  Senate  waited  on  the  President  or  tbb. 
United  States,  and  the  Vice  Prbsidbnt,  in 
their  name,  presented  the  Address  agreed  to  on 
the  9th  instant.  To  this  Address  the  Pbbbidbmt 
OP  TBB  United  States  was  i^eased  to  make  the 
following  Reply : 

"  GiBTLKKBir :  The  pleasure  e:qtreased  by  the  Se- 
nate on  my  re-election  to  the  station  which  I  fill,  com- 
mands my  sincere  end  warmest  acknowledgments.  If 
this  be  an  event  which  prtHnises  the  soudlest  addtdoa 
to  die  h^pness  of  our  ommtry,  as  it  is  my  dn^,  sa 
shall  it  be  mr  stu^,  to  reaUie  the  expectation. 

"The  decided  approbation  which  the  Proclamation 
now  receivee  from  your  House,  by  competing  the  JpnxA 
diet  diis  measure  u  considered  as  manifesting  a  vigilant 
attenticm  to  die  wel&re  of  the  United  Sti^  bringa 
widi  ft  a  peeuhw  grstifleatiott  to  my  mind. 

"  The  other  important  subjects  which  have  been  eosa* 
manieated  to  yon  will,  I  am  confidmt,  racMve  a  due 
diseasstoni  and  the  reaoh  vrill,  I  trust,  prove  foiCanato 
to  As  United  Stalee. 

"G.  WASHOWTON.** 

The  Senate  then  returned  to  their  Chandler, 
and  reiniBed  the  readinv  of  the  pipers  eommnnip 
cated  in  the  Menage  tf  die  Pbimibbht  or  mm 
UmTBn  Statbb  the  Sth  instant,  but  adjonnMd 
before  they  were  got  throni^. 

Wedubbbat,  December  li. 

Calbb  Stboiti^  horn  Massachnsetta,  attended 

to-day. 

-The  eredoitials  of  Mr.  Bsown  and  Mr.  Srnoira 
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jff^d,  the  uaual  o^tk  ^Ammtfi*^  tP  thenj, 
9jt4  thfijr  took  Uieir  seats. 

The  ViCB  Fbesidjcnt  laid  befoie  the  Senate  a 
Letter  froia  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uaited  States, 
with  his  ^leeie  aocouat,  made  up  to  the  30th  of 
June  last;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  lo  Ue  oa 
the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  RDTBERFnao,  Cabot, 
Ellbwohth,  Liverhore,  and  Mitchell,  be  a 
committee  to  take  into  ccmsidnatioa  the  petition 
oi  Qcmnd  Laub  and  odiers,  stating  that  the  Hon. 
Albert  Oallatin^  at  the  time  he  waa  elected  a 
Senator  of  the  United  States,  had  not  been  nine 
years  a  cit^en  of  the  said  United  States,  as  is 
required  by  the  CoAstitution,  and  report  thereon 
to  the  Senate. ' 

The  Senate  resumed  the  reading  of  the  papers 
referred  to  in  the  Messaee  of  the  FaEainENT  or 
TBB  United  Statbs  of  me  6th  imtaat ;  and,  after 
progien,  a4i*)uiiied. 

Pbidat,  December  13. 
William  BsADPOitn,  firom  Rhode  Island,  and 
John  Taylor,  from  Virginia,  attended,  produced 
their  credentials,  and  took  the  usual  oath  and  their 
seats. 

The  Sepate  resumed  the  reading  of  the  papers 
communicated  with  the  Message  ofthe  Prgbident 
on  the  5th  instant ;  and  the  Message  aud  papers 
therein  refert^  to  were  ordered  to  lie  fw  consi- 
deration. 


MoitDAT,  December  16. 

Jam^s  JackboNj  from  Georgia,  attended,  pro- 
diiced  his  credentiala,  and,  the  oath  required  by 
law  being  administered  to  him,  he  took  his  seat 
in  the  Senate. 

The  Communications  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Department  of  War,  of  the  4th  instant,  were 
teaul,  3rd  onlcrej  to  Tic  for  consideration. 

The  Vice  Prebident  kid  htfore  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  tlif  Sc-rTrlmry  oi'  tlie  Department  of 
W^Tj  witK  a  rftiirh  of  ihi;  oitinance,  arms,  and 
^oilliary  stores,  in  po?.>^es!.ion  of  llie  United  States, 
lo^euer  witli  a  varii'ij'  of  papt^rs,  giving  a  view 
ofthe  Southwestern  iraiiiicrsj  as  connected  with 
thti  Creek  Indiaus  and  the  State' qf  Georgia,  an4 
tj^  SQift^w^terii  tcriaory  of  the  United^taifw 
i)M.fheC%Brpkee5;  which  Letiuc  was  read. 

(Mend,  Xk^t  the  Letter  and  papeta  therein 
nilliidiy  liii  on  thE^  table. 
_lViwiiwiaff  Messages  wsnraui^  fana  the 
BuwuNV  or  TU  UHrrED  Stathb,  aad  nftd: 

eftkt  UowK  of  R^ratntaiictt 
The  iteution  of  lAln  in  Emops,  in  dM  coum  of 
Aa  ymr  1790,  hanng  nnderKi  it  po^^  Aat  a  mo 
Wnt  wght  «ntT«  btprahk  fat  the  Bntngeount  of  our 
WiwtM  mattm  with  8pain.  it  ww  thmvbt  proper  to 
prcpue  oar  RepreMQUtiT«  st  thid  Court  to  anil  oa  of 
it  A  oonfidentuJ  peraoa  wts  therefore  despatched  to 
be  tba  bftarer  of  uutmctions  to  him,  and  to  nij^ly,  1^ 
nibal  eomnuuioatiaui,  any  additioiial  information  of 
iftai^  bfl  might  find  hipwlf  in  naad.  Hie  Gorem- 
ment  of  Fianoe  was,  at  the  same  time,  wdied  tolbr 
%a4««dilliwihMiQtlwne|otHtH^  BrwtiilMtw^ 


^rer,  took  a  torn  wbic^t  d^  not  pnwnt  the  occtwwi 

hoped  for. 

About  the  close  of  the  ensuing  year  I  was  informed, 
through  the  RepresentativeB  of  Spain  here,  that  their 
GoTenuntnt  would  be  willing  to  renew  at  Madrid  the 
former  conferances  on  theae  soUfctf.  Thongh  tbe 
trans&r  ofacenewas  npt  what  would  bsv«  heeaaeaiied, 
yet  I  did  not  think  it  important  enou^  to  n^Mt  dw 
proposition;  and,  therefore,  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  I  appointed  Commisnoneta  Plenipoton- 
tiaiy  for  negotiating  and  oonclading  a  Treaty  witti  ttiat 
country,  on  the  aeveral  aid^ecta  at  boondaiy,  nanga- 
tion,  and  commeioe,  and  gave  them  the  inatznctuma 
now  communicated.  Before  theae  nt^otiatiaB^  how 
em,  could  be  got  into  traiBt  tte  ntw  tmablw  iHiidi 
had  a>iB«n  in  Emope  had  |rodaeed  new  oomUnatiMv 
among  the  Power*  there,  the  afieata  of  which  aw  but 
too  vinble  in  the  proceedings  now  laid  before  yon. 

In  the  meantime  eome  other  points  of  diiciunon  had 
ansen  with  that  conntiy,  to  wit:  the  r^ltitution  of  pro- 
perty escaping  ioto  the  temloriea  of  each  other,  the 
mutual  exchange  of  fugitives  from  justice,  and,  abov^ 
all,  the  mutual  interferences  with  the  Indians  lying  be- 
tween OS.  I  had  the  best  reason  to  beUeve  that  the 
hoatilitiea  threatoied  and  exmised  hf  die  Soadum 
Indians  on  onr  bpcte  wen  vcited  1^  die  agents  of 
that  'Ctoramment.  RepreaentationB  were  thereon  di- 
rected to  be  made  by  euE  Commissioners  to  the  Spanish 
Oovemtiient,  and  a  proposal  to  caltivate,  with  good 
foith,  die  peace  of  each  other  with  those  peojde.  In 
the  mean  time  corresponding  sospidons  were  enter- 
tained, or  pretfflided  to  be  entntained,  on  their  part,  of 
like  hostile  exdtements  1^  our  agenta  to  distori)  their 
peace  widi  the  same  natioos.  Tbaaeware  fanra^t  fi» 
ward  by  the  Reprasentalives  of  Spain  hsae,  in  a  sQ^a 
which  could  not  foil  to  prodaoe  attention.  A  claim  of 
patronage  and  protection  of  those  Indians  wu  asserted; 
a  mediation  between  them  and  us  by  that  Soveragn 
aasomed;  their  boundaries  with  ns  made  a  sulyoct  of 
his  interference ;  and,  at  length,  at  the  very  moment 
when  theae  savages  were  committing  daily  inroads  U|>on 
OUT  frsntierf  we  were  infoimed  by  them  tb^  "  the  con* 
tinuation  irfthe  peaee^  good  harmony,  and  perfect  fiiond- 
ship  of  the  two  natioDs,  waa  very  problematical  fi>r  thtf 
ftiture,  unless  the  United  States  swmld  take  more  opn- 
venient  measures,  and  of  greater  energy,  than  thoaa 
adopted  for  a  long  time  past" 

If  thdr  previous  coneqwndence  bad  worn  the  appear- 
ance of  a  desiie  to  urge  on  a  diyagreameBt  dus  last 
dedaratipn  left  ao  mom  to  evade  it,  since  it  could  not 
be  conceived  we  wwild  sulwit  to  the  sqalpjurkniAi  aad. 
tomaliawk  of  the  aavaga  witbont  ainr  nmtenca,  I 
thought  it  tima,  Utsrefimh  to  knoir  if  thase  wan  dut 
viewa  of  their  Sonnign,  and  damatched  a  special  b«k 
senger  with  instriKlwns  to  onr  Conimisaionsrs,  v^/A. 
are  among  the  papers  now  oommuniffar.ed.  Tbeir  Ut^ 
letter  gives  us  reason  to  expect  «eiy  ahwtly  to  know 
the  result  I  moat  add  that  tha  Spanish  R^naentaf 
tives  here,  perceiving  that  their  last  oommantcation  bnA 
made  eonsidwablo  improssion,  endeavored  to  abate  thia 
by  suae  subsafnant  nrofoiriniis,  whiob,  being  als» 
among  theoommmwahnas  te  the  LegjaUtrnw,  they  will 
be  sUe  to  form  thsv  own  oondasinis. 

GO.  WASHmOTOHr. 

UaiTXD  Statis.  Deember  16,  1793. 

Oentkmm  ofthe  Benatt,  and 

tif  the  Hotue  of  S^/raentalivet  : 
1      htfim  yon  a  Biraoit  of  tha  Sswietaiy  oi  Staie- 
«si  du  maaswaa  which  nam  bew  takwa  an  behalf  aC 
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ft*  TTnitod  StstM  for  the  porpow  of  obtaining  a  recog- 
nidon  of  onr  treaty  with  Morocco,  and  for  the  rannoin 
of  oar  dthcou,  and  eatabliBhment  of  peace  with  Algiers. 

While  it  is  proper  our  citizens  ihouid  know  Utat  snh. 
}«ets  wUch  M>  mnch  concern  their  intereeti  and  their 
fa^nga  havo  duly  «ngag«d  Aa  attention  of  their  Legi^ 
latore  and  EMcatrire,  it  would  atiO  be  improper  that 
•one  piitieularBof  ttua  communication  dwoU  be  made 
knowiL  1^10  oonfidentiAl  eomwnation  atsled  in  one 
ortfaelaatlettet^nathemriOi,  iaoneof  Obmb.  Botti 
jiMtke  and  poiiCT  reqaii«  that  th*  soMfM  of  that  ta- 
Amalicni  ■hodld  imdmb  leeMt.  80  a  knowledge  of 
the  nuns  meant  to  have  been  given  for  peace  and  ran- 
aom  might  ha'vo  a  disadTantageooa  influence  on  Intoie 
taoeee&iga  for  the  same  objects. 

GO.  WASHtNOTON. 

Unrao  Statbi,  DeeemUr  It,  1793. 

Tbeea  Meanget  mn  wdtnd  t*  tie  fw  mb- 
■deration. 

Th«  Viog  Fmmdint  laid  befen  th«  8«MMe 
thm  fotivwinf  Report,  to  wit : 

•*llie  Vice  Presideut  of  the  United  BItatet  and  Frea- 
dmt  of  the  Senate,  the  Chief  Justice,  the  Seeretarr 
of  State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  At- 
toniej  Oeneral,  respectfiiDy  report  to  Congress,  as 
folknra: 

"Thatipiimantto  (heut  tntided  'An  Act  making 
teitefM»k*«ft»iteMtacllM  or*e  PttbHe  Debt,' 
«nd  im  MiAiallf  to  imtMtm  tgnod  vpon  by  them, 
mmA  Mfmttfy  qipimtod  by  Am  President  of  the  Unttod 
8taieB«  tfaey  han,  ritM  tfnefer  Mpen  of  the  ITb  of  NO' 
vanho,  1799^  Maed  parehaaea  of  the  said  Debt  to  be 
made,  through  &e  tgatey  of  Samuel  Meredith  and  Jo- 
nathan Bmnll,  reiftoctiTely,  to  the  amonnt  of  9693^73S 
%\  in  stock,  for  which  there  have  been  paid,  in  specie, 
9«tft34S  7S.  That,  pursuant  to  the  *ct  eotitled  '  An 
ad  nmlenienlujr  to  ue  act  making  pnmsion  for  the 
IMt  orttie  Ui^od  States,'  and  in  eonformity  to  resolo- 
tiogoi  agreed  upon  by  Aem,  and  aeTerally  approved  by 
ibt  ntddent  of  ttie  Uiuted  States,  they  have  ahw 
cnaed  poidtaaes  of  die  said  Debt  to  be  made  sobso- 
^nent  to  their  said  report  of  the  17th  of  November, 
1793,  to  the  amount  of  9m,638  14  in  slock,  for  which 
there  have  been  paid  97S,6M  87,  in  specie.  That  the 
several  documents  aooompanying  this  report  marked 
Aa,  Ba*  and  Noa.  1  to  7,wmk  their  enciosaras,  show 
Ae  ata  wah!  puduies,  general^  and  in  detail,  includ- 
ing the  places  where,  Uie  time  when,  the  |»ioes  at 
vrUch,  tflkd  the  persona  to  whom,  they  have  been  made. 
T>al  tlw  pochaaes  na%  and  heretofore  reported  amount, 
togeAer,  to  91,019,188  10  in  stock,  for  which  then 
hare  been  piid  «1,S94,«64  40,  in  spoeie,  as  will  be 
b*  more  pavtieiilariT  seen  by  the  dooament  UavtmU 
■aAsdAa.   On  behalf  of  the  Board  : 

'    "JOHN  ADAMS. 
'Paiiusurau,  December  18,  17981" 

The  Report  was  read,  and.  together  with  the 
pi^gm  therein  referred  to,  ordered  to  lie  on  die 


relatire  to  the  negotiations  with  the  Court  of 
Spain,  were  in  part  read }  and,  after  progress,  the. 
Senate  adjourned. 

WuwuuT,  Deeombev  18. 
The  Coonmnieatims  rveuTed  from  Uk«  PsMl- 
DBNT  OP  THa  Uritid  Statis  od  the  16dk  iastMiL 
relatire  to  the  negotiatums  with  the  Cotnt  tr 
Syain,  were  read,  aad  ordered  to  lie  iisr  oeuMer- 
atioo. 

The  Vios  Pbesibbnt  laid  hefoM  the  Scttata  a 

Letter  from  the  aecretary  of  die  D^artttieM  •£ 
War,  of  this  dale,  eomaaanicatiBg  forther  la- 
foimation  tektire  to  the  Smnfaweitem  ftoKieiHii 
whKfa  Letter  and  papm  wete  read,  and  ordeMd 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Vioa  PBisiDCirr  laid  before  the  Senifte  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  df 
State,  of  the  16th  instant,  with  a  reptMt  on  the 
priTilwes  and  restrietioas  on  the  commme  of  the 
Uuiied  States  in  foragn  eonntriesj  which  wuft 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  fw  omuideralioB. 


TvMDAT,  Deeenber  17. 

Sewn  7n(ii(0,  from  Delaware,  appeared,  and, 
the  oath  reqni^  by  law  beiof ,  by  tne  Vice  Pbb- 
ffiDENT,  administered  to  him,  he  took  his  seat  in 
the  Senate. 

The  Communications  received  from  the  Paiei 
own  or  THB  Unitbd  States  tm  die  16th  instant 


'^BORdDAT,  December  19. 

The  Commmucatioos  received  from  the  Secro- 
tary  of  the  Department  of  War  od  the  16th  in- 
stant, relatire  to  fVirther  informatioB  reepeetiag; 
the  Southwestern  fnuUieis,  were  in  part  read; 
and,  aflEer  progress,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

PaiDAT,  December  80. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  reading  of  the  Ooeat- 
municatiims  frcan  the  Secretary  of  the  Depvfr- 
ment  of  War  on  the  16th  instant,  relattTe  to  fu»> 
thcr  information  respeeting  the  Soathwestem 
firontieffs;  and,  after  progress,  Aa  Smat« 
jouned. 

MomuT,  DeeoAher  9lL 

Mr.  Bradlbt  notified  the  Senate  that,  on  Wed- 
nesday next,  he  should  move  for  leare  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  altering  the  F]aa  of  the  United  Btat«B. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  reading  of  ^e  Coia» 
muttications  from  the  &ecr^ary  m  the  D^par^ 
ment  of  War,  on  the  16th  instant,  relative  to  fa» 
ther  information  reflecting  die  Soathwailem 
frontiers;  and,  after  inrogreis,  Am  Senate 
joumed. 

Tdbsbat,  December  84. 
The  foUowing  Message  was  received  from  tho 

PrESIDBNT  op  THB  UtiTlTED  StATBB: 

"  Gtntkmen  ofthe  fiMofe,  mtd 

rftlie  mute  tifMtm  ismWirtiws  ■• 

"  Knoe  the  eemmonicattoas  irideh  weia  made  to  yen 
on  the  a&jrs  of  the  United  States  vrith  Spain,  and  on 
the  tmeo  between  Pottagal  and  Algisv^  some  other 
papers  have  bean  neeived,  irtiich»  auikfaig  a  part  ofthe 
same  subjeetabBie  nowcoammicated  finr  your  infonan* 
tion.  G.  WA8HIN0T0N. 

•^Uhitis  Statks,  Detember  33,  1798." 

The  Message  and  papers  referred  to  wen  Toadi 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  etmuderation. 


Digitized  by 


Googlt 


.33 


HISTORT  OF  CONGB£SS. 


34 


Sehatb.] 


Mr.  BpTLER  DOtiSed  the  Senate  that  he  should, 
on  some  day  the  next  week,  request  leave  to  bring 
In  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States." 

The  following  motion  was  made  and  seconded, 
to  wit :  That  the  Constitution  be  amended  by  add- 
ing, at  the  end  of  the  ninth  section  of  the  fiist  ar- 
ticle, the  following  clause : 

"  Not  shall  any  person  holding  any  office  or  stock  m 
any  institation  in  ue  nature  of  a  Bank  for  issmng  or 
diaoonntuig  bills  notes  payaUe  to  bearer  or  order, 
:iiiidsr  the  andwrity  of  the  United  States,  be  a  member 
■  «f  atthsr  Hooaa  irtiflst  hs  holds  sndi  office  or  stodt; 
bvt  no  power  to  gnnt  any  disrter  of  incoiporation,  or 
any  eommerdal  or  other  monopohr,  shall  be  bereiQ  im- 
plisd.*' 

And  it  was  agreed  that  this  motion  shooU  lie 
for  consideration : 

Ordered.  That  Messrs.  Stboho,  Ellswortb, 
and  Kino,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  constdera'- 
tini  that  part  of  the  pBEsiniNT's  Speech  which 
recommends  a  farther  prorision  agamst  offences. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  reading  of  the  com- 
munications from  the  Secretary  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  War  of  the  16th  instant,  relative  to  further 
informatioii  respecting  the  Southwestern  fron- 
^rs;  and,  aiW  progress,  the  Senate  adjoiumed  to 
Thursday  next 


Tbursdat,  December  26. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  on  the  23d  instant 
Mr.  Bradlbt  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
making  an  alteration  in  the  Flag  of  the  United 
States }  and  the  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  reading  of  the  comma- 
aicatioiis  from  the  Secretary  of  ue  Departmmt 
of  War  of  the  16th  instant,  relative  to  rartlwr  in- 
formation respecting  the  Southwestern  frontiers; 
and,  after  progress,  the  Senate  a^jonmed. 


Friday,  December  27. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  making  an  alteration  in  the  Flag  of  the 
United  States;  and,  having  amended  the  same, 
(he  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  readiiu;. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  reading  of  the  commu- 
nications from  the  Secretary  of  the  Deixtrtment  of 
War  of  the  16th  instant,  relative  to  further  inform- 
ation reqiectiiu:  the  Southwestern  frontiers. 

Ordered,  Tut  the  communicatfons  lie  forcon- 
•idexatlon. 


Monday,  December  30. 
The  bill  making  an  alteratim  in  the  Flag  of  the 
United  States,  wa»  read  the  third  time,  and 
|«ssed. 

The  petition  <if  James  and  William  Smith,  of 
the  State  <^  Georvu,  for  themselres,  and  in  be- 
half  of  the  heirs  of  James  Smith,  was  presented 
and  read,  praying  for  remedy  and  assistance  in  re- 
spect to  certain  losses  sustained  by  the  Crec^ 
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Ordered,  That  this  petition,  tt^ther  with  the 
communications  from  the  Secretary  of  the  De- 
partment of  War,  respecting  Indian  Affairs,  be 
referred  to  Messrs.  Jackson, BTBONa,BDRB,BDT- 
LBR,  and  liANaooH,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 


TcESDAY,  December  31. 
The  following  Messages  were  received  fnnn  the 
President  op  the  United  States: 

GmtUmm  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Houte  of  RiprtaentaHtiet  : 

I  lay  before  you,  for  your  connderatioQ,  a  Letter  from 
the  Secratary  of  State,  informing  me  of  certain  impedi- 
ments which  have  arisen  to  the  coinage  of  the  predmis 
metals  at  Oie  Mint 

As  also  a  Letter  flrom  the  same  (Acer,  relative  to 
certain  advances  of  money  which  have  been  nude  on 
pablic  account  Should  you  tiiink  propw  to  sanction 
what  has  been  done,  or  be  of  ojnniou  that  any  thing 
more  shall  be  done  in  the  same  way,  you  will  judge 
whether  there  are  not  ctrcnmstances  whidi  would  ren- 
der seenev  expedisnt 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
UiriTKD  Statis,  DtemhtT  30,  1798. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Houtc  of  Reprtaentathea  .• 
I  communicate  to  you  the  translatiiHi  of  a  Letter  lo- 
orived  from  the  Rej^esentattves  of  Spain  here,  id  reply 
to  that    the  Secntaiy  of  State  to  ttui,  of  the  Slatto^ 
stant,  wUch  had  before  been  to  you. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
UxiTiD  drATis,  Deeemier  1708. 

The  Messages  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  severally  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consi- 
deration. 

Mr.  RtTTHERroRD  reported,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub 
and  others,  stating  that  the  Hon.  Albert  Galla- 
TiHj  at  the  time  he  was  elected  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States,  had  not  been  nine  years  a  citiz«i 
of  the  said  United  States,  as  is  required  by  the 
Constitution;  which  report  was  read,  ana  or- 
dered to  lie  for  consideration.- 


Wbdnebdat,  January  1, 179i. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  tsS 
the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  rderred 
the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub  and  others. 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  eonsideratien  of  the 
report  until  to-morrow,  it  was  agreed  to  amend 
this  motioD,  by  striking  out  the  words  "  tonnor- 
row,''  and  to  insert,  iil  lieu  thereof,  "  Thursday, 
the  9th  instant." 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  tbb  United  States: 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Hoiue  of  Bepretentativet  ; 
I  now  lay  befim  you  a  Letter  from  the  Secrataiy  of 
State,  with  bis  account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  moneys 
appropriated  for  our  intercourse  with  foragn  oatitns 
from  Uie  lat  of  July,  179S,  to  tiie  Ist  of  July,  1798»  and 
other  papas  relating  thereto. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 
Uritxd  Statis,  DeamBet  81,  1798. 
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The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  seTeraUf  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consi- 
deimtion. 


Tboiadat,  January  8. 
A  motiffli  was  made  that  it  be— 

^Betokedt  bu  the  Senate  and  House  of  H^tretenta- 
tha^tite  Omed  States  ofAmaieain  Congrese  at- 
temUed,  ttoo4kird*  of  bom  Boutei  eoneurring.  That 
the  JbOowing  trticla  be  propowd  to  the  Lea^alaturei  of 
the  KTenI  States,  u  an  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States;  whidi,  when  ratified  by 
tfaroo-foortbi  of  the  nid  Legiihturee,  ihaD  be  valid  as 
part  of  the  nid  Couititiition,  to  wit: 

*•  The  Jndicaal  power  of  the  United  States  shall  not 
b«  coBstniod  to  extnid  to  any  soit  in  law  or  equity, 
rwMiMiniid  or  ppoaecaled  agunst  one  of  the  Unitod 
StatM  by  eitBens  oi  wuoOm  Sttle,  or  by  dtiuns  os 
sabjocts  of  any  fivdgn  State." 

On  which  a  motion  was  made  as  follows : 
"Keoohed,  That  the  conndeiation  of  this  motion  be 
postponed,  and  that  the  Senate  will,  on  the  lOdi  in- 
stant, take  into  consideration  the  salgeet  of  amend* 
■Bflnii  to  Ae  ConstttntiMi." 

Whereupon,  it  was  agreed  to  divide  the  motion 
f<»-  amendment,  and  the  first  clause  was  adopted, 
to  wit: 

*■  That  the  consideration  of  the  original  motion  be 
poalptned;" 

And,  the  latter  clause  of  the  motion  for  post- 
ponement being  amended,  it  was 

XewoM,  That  ths  Senate  will,  on  the  18th  instant, 
take  into  eonsidsntiMi  A»  mljeet  ef  l^^nftltr  to 
tike  Cwkslitatiim. 


FninAV,  January  3. 
A  BMtiai  was  made  and  seconded,  that  the  Se- 
cninrr  of  the  Tceasuzr  lay  before  the  Senate  the 
feUowing  reCnraa,  to  wit: 

A  statement  of  die  goodi^  wares,  and  mnduuidise, 
SKBOtted  firoB  die  several  States  from  die  1st  of  July, 
ITn,  to  the  1st  (tf  July,  1798,  neeH^teg  the  quantities 
ami  vahw  of  mA  kind,  and  the  aemal  ooantries  to 
«4ndi  die  same  have  respective  been  exported. 

A  statement  of  the  goods,  wares,  and  mecchandise, 
impOTted  into  the  sevml  States  for  the  same  period, 
sfMcifyiug  the  quantities  and  the  juime  cMt,  and  dutied 
vaino  ofeadi  fc»«"<,an'f  the  several  countries  from  which 
die  same  have  le^ecttvely  been  imparted. 

A  statement  <rf  the  tMinage<rf'ftwignvssBels  entered 
into  die  several  States  daring  the  same  period,  spedfy- 
ingthe  several  eoontries  to  yriaA  dw  said  vessebiO' 
sportively  belong. 

'  A  statement  of  the  tonnage  of  die  United  States  ves- 
sels oDteied  into  the  several  States  daring  the  same  pe- 
noAf  diatiiigaidiing  dwse  emplc^ed  in  fldieries,  in  the 
eoasliiis  a^  in  ^  CireigB  trade,  and  wgodfying  the 
ssiwal  oountnes  from  wfakh  the  said  vsssels  employed 
in  mii  trade  came. 

Ordered^  That  diis  motioa  lie  for  eauidentioa. 


MoiTOAT,  January  6. 
The  Senate  met  to-day,  but  done  no  business. 


{Senats. 


Tdesdat,  January  7. 
The  following  Messages  were  received  from  the 
PnnstDiMT  or  rnn  Un iTsn  State*  : 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

oftkeHotmefStpmmtaHoui 
Experience  has  shown  that  it  would  be usefiil  tohave 
an  officer  particul^W  charged,  onder  the  directitm  of 
the  Department  of  War,,  with  the  duties  of  receivings 
safe-keeping,  and  distributing  the  pablic  supplies,  in  all 
cases  in  which  the  laws  and  the  course  of  servioe  do  not 
devolve  them  upon  other  officers ;  and,  also,  with  that 
of  superintending,  in  all  cases,  the  issues,  in  detail,  <tf 
si^fiea,  with  power,  fitr  that  purpose,  to  bring  to  ao- 
'.  count  all  perscms  intmsted  to  make  sudi  issues,  in  re- 
lation thereto. 

An  establishment  of  this  nature,  by  securing  a  zega> 
lar  and  punctual  accountability  for  the  issues  of  public 
snpolies,  would  be  a  great  guard  against  abuse,  would 
tena  to  insure  their  due  application,  and  to  give  public 
satis&ction  on  that  point 

I  therefore  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress the  expediency  of  an  establishment  of  ttus  nature, 
und«  Bodb  regulations  as  shall  appear  to  thnn  ad- 
visaUe. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
UaiTXD  Statbs,  January  7,  1794. 
Ocntlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  ihuee  of  S^trtaentativet 

I  lay  before  you  an  offleisl  statnnent  of  the  expendi- 
ture to  the  end  of  the  year  1798,  from  the  sum  of  ten 
thoosa^d  dollan,  granted  to  deflray  die  oandttgent  ei- 

Snses  of  Government,  by  an  act  passed  on  the  SMi  of 
aidi,  1790.  O.  WA8HXN0T0N. 

UxiTBD  Statss,  January  7,  1794. 

The  Messages  and  paper  referred  to  in  the  last- 
recited  Message,  were  severally  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

WiOMBBDAT,  January  8. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  of  the  Pbebident 
OP  THE  United  States,  oi  the  7th  instant,  re- 
spectiog  the  usefulness  of  an  officer  particularly 
charged  with  the  duties  of  receivm^i  safo  kee|ttng, 
and  distributinff  the  public  supplies  in  certain 
cases,  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Ellswobth,  Taylor, 
and  Bbadlbt,  to  consider  and  report  thweon  to 
the  Senate. 

The  following  moticm  was  made  and  seconded: 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasoiy  do  brf 
before  this  House  the  following  statements,  to  wit: 

First.  A  stalMsent  of  the  ]>omestic  Debt  of  the 
United  Stotes,  as  due  tm  the  1st  day  of  January,  1794, 
spoaMag  wkdsK  dislinet  head*— 

1st.  TV  Funded  Debt,  distingnislunff  the  ^  par 
cents,  three  per  cents,  and  deforred  stock,  and  in  each 
kind  of  stoo,  stating,  separatohr,  the  amount  created 
by  the  assumption  of  die  State  Debts : 

3d.  The  Registered  DebL 

3d.  The  Debt  subscribaUe  to  the  Loan  of  the  United 
States,  but  which,  not  being  fimded  or  registered  at  the 
Treasury,  is  not  entitled  to  a  di^dMid. 

4th.  The  balances  due  to  ereditw  Staiss  and  ehm/tf 
fimded,  (if  diwe  be  any  such,)  bemg  dw  oxeess  of  ttw 
sum  leqwcttvely  b7        Manmod,  for  sudi  States, 
above  the  snow  aetaally  anbaoribod  hi  tiw  Dabto  of 
said  States. 
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fith.  The  Domeftic  Louu  for  cnrii  contracted  nnce 
the  oemmenoement  of  the  ptceent  Oorenunent,  stating 
tha  respectiTe  timea  iHun  borrowed,  and  whm  beeam- 
mg  due,  together  with  the  rate  of  intenrt. 

6th.  AO  other  kinds  of  Domestic  Debti  ■otnwcbUy 
incinded  under  tte  five  preceding  heads,  finr  ttie  jmy* 
meat  at  viMek  oo  i^qpropriatioDa  nave  been  made. 

Second.  A  statement  of  the  Domestic  Debt  redeemed 
ifnce  Ae  commencement  of  the  present  Govenunent  to 
the  first  day  of  Janmry,  1794,  dutingnishing  the  differ- 
ent species  of  Debt,  and  aped^nng  ^  mode  of  re- 
demption, and,  when  redeemed  for  money,  the  amount 
of  moHCTS  expended  In  purchasing  the  same. 

Tlata.  A  general  stitement  of  tlie  Foreign  Debt  of 
fte  United  States,  as  doe  on  Ihe  ftnt  day  of  January. 
17M,  stctiiv  semratdj  die  Fiendi  Debt,  the  other 
Debts  contracted  before  the  commeBcement  of  the  pre- 
sent Oorenunent,  and  the  Loans  contracted  rfnce  that 
time ;  and  tped^rag,  in  e^ch  Debt  or  I^ian,  Uie  origi- 
nal amount,  the  time  from  which  the  interest  com- 
menced, the  payments  already  made,  with  the  dales  of 
the  same,  ana  the  places  where  paid,  the  amoiut  yet 
ixM,  and  the  reipecnve  timet  when  tlie  same  diallbe- 
oune  due. 

PooiA.  A  qpadfie  accoimt  of  the  ap^cation  of  the 
moneys  obtained  nfoa  foreign  Loans  ooiUracted  since 
lbs  commencement  at  (he  present  Government,  to  the 
first  day  of  January,  1794,  stating  the  amonnt  of  fike 
moneys  drawn  vnr  t9  Aaerica,  and  of  ftoaa  m^ied  in 
Btw^  t««riher  ifift  Ibe  date  of  sf^Mitinis 
«  drafts. 

rm.  A  snmiMiy  statewwit  of  the  aatual  magta 
mod  aapanditnias^  fcwn  the  rnmwiWBWsnl  of  tbs  pv^ 
■Mtt  OwMiaaMt  t*  tha  last  day  of  DecemiNi;  ITM^ii^ 
finding  aO  mone|Bno«rad«i  Mooantaf  the  Uidted 
States,  anch  paita  of  the  Foreign  Loans  as  have  not 
bem  drawn  over  to  America  obSj  excepted;  distin- 
gaisUng  the  moneys  reeuved  under  each  brandi  of  the 
revenue,  and  the  moneys  expended  under  each  appro- , 
prialion,  and  stating  the  bcfamees  of  each  Inwndiofthe 
iwenoe  remaiaing  unexpended  on  the  81st  day  of  De- 
cember, 1790 ;  KptafpDK,  sq^arately,  audi  iMBness  as 
wn  m  Oat  day  in  ttM  iminry,  andsndiaswetettn- 
o^eeted,  or  nt  nands  of  my  banks^  offloen^  ot  odm 
persons. 

Sixth,  ffirailar  and  separate  statements  for  the  years 
1791,  1799,  and  1798,  respectivdy,  speciiying  sepa- 
rately in  eaidl  statement  WMer  each  branch  of  tihe  reve- 
ana,  Ihe  BMMfs  Mceived  on  aoeoant  af  Ae  iwnnna  of 
that  year,  and  those  received  on  aeoovnt  of  tha  revenue 
of  eash  fiiiiiiing  year ;  aad  staling,  so  as  Ae  same 
ia  BOW  practicsWe,  Uie  atnoant  of  att  money,  boads,  or 
aacqrilies,  on  hand  on  the  fint  day  of  Januaiy,  1794, 
nidi  the  linM  of  pqnnoitof  aodi  bonda  w  aeonrilieik 

iMend,  That  dua  motim  lis  for  couidenMiaa. 

A  mesBige  from  th*  Hotue  of  BepwaartatiToa 
iniMined  tfa«  SasatB.  that  the  Horn  of  Repre- 
•aHMiTea  ban  passed  Ae  bill  sent  froia  the  Se- 
BMe  for  eettenrrenee,  entitled  "An  act  m^ing  an 
alteration  in  the  Flag  of  the  United  SMe&" 

Tborsday,  January  9. 

Agreeably  to  thftonler  of  tbe  iaj,  tke  Sonata 
took  into  conaidsratKitt  the  repeat  of  the  coannit- 
las  on  the  nedtion  of  Conrad  Lanb  and  othen, 
uyuiiiM'  the  awMUmcnt  irf  Albsit  GiauATnr 
t»U  n  fifirnalav  of  the  Uniied  SiMea. 

OnmotiMi, 
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Ordered,  That  the  ftirther  consideration  of  the 
report  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  following  amend- 
ment be  recommended  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
respective  States  as  port  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
Umted  States,  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  agreeing 
thereto : 

"  The  powers  of  the  Government  of  the  United  8tata« 
shall  not  extend  to  curtail  or  abridge  the  limits  ot  the 
United  States  as  defined  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  said  Btalea,  dated  atl^uii, 
the  duid  day  of  September,  17SS,  nor  dbaU  die  8tat»> 
rights  of  pie-empticni  to  In&n  hunting  gronndSfWittiiB 
the  respective  limils,  aflmr  a  bir  tra^jr  and  sab,  b* 
questioned." 

Ordtred,  That  this  motion  lie  oa  the  taUe. 

Fhiut,  Jwmaj  lOi. 

The  Senate  resmned  die  cooridetatioit  of  th« 
report  of  tlM  committee  on  the  petitioo  of  CcMind 
Laub  and  others,  remcting  the  mpcaiiaaast 
AtMiT  Galutin  a  Seontor  of  tbt  united  SMa^ 
which  lepert  u  as  folknra; 

The  committee,  to  whom  waa  referred  tha  peti- 
tion of  Conrad  Laub  and  others,  stating  that  Al- 
bert QallatiNj  at  the  time  ae  was  elected  m 
Senator  of  the  United  States,  had  not  been  nine 
years  a  citizen  of  the  said  United  States,  as  is  re- 
quired by  the  Constitution,  report: 

**  That  the  committee  have  conferred  with  Mr.  Mi- 
chael Schmyser,  agent  for  the  petitioners,  and  with  Mr. 
iGalutiv;  that  Mr.  Schmyser  has  declared  that  flw 
petitteners  are  ready  to  addnea  pioofr  inniMorteftha 
petitian  at  snA  tnM  as  ilw  Anata  mi7  thitt  fMMr  «» 
appoint ;  tfni  Mr.  Oauatxv  statoa  no  ot^ellMl  todto 
trial's  commencing  at  an  eadr  day.  Tab  ccmmittee 
therefore  recommend  that  the  Senate  agree  to  tbe  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

'•Stwohxd,  That  be  ssdgned  for  hearing  the  pe- 
tition of  Coniad  Latfb  and  otfans,  rsspecttag  Mr.  Oax^ 
utib'b  right  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  and  that  Mean. 
Oalutih  and  Sdunyser  be  famished  witii  a  copy  of 
this  reeolution." 

On  motioi^  ilwas  agreed  te  pos^ue  the  rafjOft 
of  the  oommtttee,  ami  he  taktt  int*  ecwidflratiaa 
the  foUoving  resMtri&on: 

"Jbsolpn^  That  a  Committee  of  Elections,  to  consist 
of  seren,  be  awnnted  to  npoti  mlei  tot  receiving  petS- 
tions  and  condncifng  mcniinaB  idatiw  to  the  tfoaliflffn 
tfanu  of  a  Senator;  and  that  dw  pattdon  of  Conrad 
lisnb  and  othen  be  referred  to  the  same  committee,  to 
aCttothe  focts,  nadthat  theybo  aothociied  to  send  for 
psnona  and  papen.** 

On  which  a  motion  was  matfe  and  seconded  to 
pos^onc  this  motian  and  to  taksiq^  the  following: 

"Ttet— —  beacosmMsatoeaMrtafn  and  state  «a 
die  Senate  Aefoatorelalin  to  Ihe  ti»a  whan  ABaaas 
GAxuinVbeeaiaaacitisenflf  Aa  United  Bttees,Md 
Aat  tibe  aiad  aoiamiitee  hav*  paww  te  and  for  poaaaB 
and  papers." 

Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made  and  aeoonded 

to  postpone  tbe  preceding,  and  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  following  motion : 

"  Rtxolved,  That  a  Conunittee  of  Elections  be 
pointed^  and  that  the  petition  of  Comad  Lanb  and 
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odMn  be  nfaied  to  it,  to  zepoit  thnr  opinion  on  the 
nwrita  of  the  aaid  petitioa." 

And,       dsbaie,  tbe  Swate  adjouraed. 

MoMDAT,  January  13. 

The  Senate  lesumed  the  eoMidenOian  of  tha 
petittoD  of  Conrad  Laub  and  othen  respecting  the 
utpointment  of  Mr.  Gallatin  to  be  a  Senator  of 
the  United  States. 

On  mottoa. 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  of  Selections,  to 
eowMt  of  seven,  he  appointed,  and  that  the  peti- 
tim  ot  CoBred  uub  ana  others  be  refeiredi  with- 
oat  prejudice  as  to  any  ouestioas  which  may, 
upon  the  hearing,  be  sai&ed  by  the  sitting  member, 
as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  parties  and  the  matter 
charged  in  the  petition,  to  the  same  committee,  to 
state  the  fkcts,  and  tjtitat  they  be  authorized  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers;  also,  that  Messrs.  Bbadlsy, 

ELLaVOBTQ,  MlTCHSLL,  RuTBEBFORD,  BbO^N, 

LivESMOBE,  and  Taylor,  be  this  committee. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
took  into  c(Birid«nttion  the  subject  ef  amendments 
to  the  Coostitnticm  of  the  Uuted  Stetest  and  it 
was  agreed  to  eonader  at  this  dme  the  fbllowing 
BBOtioB; 

**  JUaohid  Ay  tie  Senate  and  Ikme  of  Mepreaeata- 
<no  of  the  United  StaUa  of  AmerUa  in  CongreMM  aa- 
tembud,  hoo-thirda  of  both  Housa  emeurring,  Hit 
the  Mhming  article  be  proposed  to  tfie  Lesialatures  of 
the  MTcral  Statei,  u  an  amendment  to  the  Con8titutl<nt 
td  the  Unhed  States ;  which,  when  iwtified  ti^  three- 
ftnnths  of  the  Mid  Legislatorea,  afaalt  be  Tslid  as  part  of 
tbe  Mid  Coiwtinriion,lo  witt 

"  The  Jodictal  power  of  the  United  States  ahall  not 
be  ooastmed  to  extand  to  an  snH  in  law  or  vfiaty, 
ooBuaeoced  or  pnMwcuied  uMut  one  of  flia  United 
States  bydtiiena  of  snothwt  9tata,«  ^ydtiwps  Otwd** 
jeela  of  any  firnign  State." 

And,  afker  debaMi  tk«  funher  consideration 
tlMfaof  «a  paatiKiMa  Mtfil  to-Baenow. 

(MeMds  That  tbe  ftirtM  oondderMiM  of  dte 
motions  of  the  24th  of  Deeomber  hat,  and  t^e  9th 
<rf  Janoary  inataat,  oa  the  subject  of  amendments 
to  the  Constituticm  of  the  Umted  States,  be  post- 
jjOMd  nntil  to-momnr,  and  that  the  seTeral  mo- 
tions on  this  subject  be  printed  for  the  nae  of  the , 
gwMtn. 

The  Senate  retwned  the  eoosideraticMi  of  the 
■otioB  made  the  third  instant,  rea>ectinff  certain 
ttatesnants  from  tbe  Secvetuy  of  the  Treasory ; 
and,  baring  agreed  to  sundry  Mi^nflm**!**  tiheretm, 
it  was  adepted,  as  fbilows : 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  ef  the  Treasury 
lay  before  the  Senate  a  statement  of  the  goodsj 
vare*,  and  merehandise.  enorted  from  the  sereral 
States  from  the  first  day  ofJuly,  1792,  to  the  30th 
day  of  JanA  1793;  opcoiftring  Uie  qwatitiea  and 
Talne  each  kind,  and  the  sevwal  eonntrieB  to 
uluab  the  «am«  hare  BeweetiTely  been  exported. 

Statements  of  the  goods,  wares,  aad  merchan- 
diask  imported  into  the  sereial  States,  from  the  1st 
ef  July,  1791,  to  the  30th  day  of  June,  1792, 
£raaa,  the  lat  da;  oC  Joly,  179^,  to  the  aOlhday 
of  Jime,  1793;  speetfjaBg,  tarn  eaeh  p«ied  aepa- 
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ntely,  the  tpianti^  and  the  prime  ooat  and  d»- 
tied  values  of  eaeh  kind,  and  ne  sereral  coentriea 

from  which  the  same  have  respectirety  been  im* 
ported. 

Statements  of  Uxe  ttmnage  (tf  Jbreiga  reasels, 
HUered  mto  the  aerml  States,  from  the  1st  day 
of  Mr,  1791,  to  the  30th  day  of  June,  1792,  and 
from  the  1st  day  of  July,  t7wt,  to  the  30th  day  of 
June,  1793 ;  specifying,  faa-  each  period  separatdly, 
the  sereral  ecantries  to  which  the  said  ressele  re- 
spectirely  beloiw. 

Statements  of  ihe  tonnage  of  the  United  States' 
resselst  entered  into  the  several  States,  £rom  the 
1st  day  of  July,  1791,  te  the  SOth  day  of  Jun^ 
1798,  and  from  the  Ist  day  of  Jnly,  17US,  to  the 
aOlh  day  ef  Jmie^  1793}  distingnishiw,  for  each 
pcnod  sepaialelr^  those  cna^rioyed  in  mnerie^  in 
tbe  eoestmg  aao  m  the  foreign  trade,  and  speciiy* 
ing  the  mreral  eountiies  from  which  the  md  r«»> 
seu  employed  in  the  foreign  trade  came. 

Tdesdat,  January  14. 
Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
took  into  conadcration  the  motion  made  yesterday 
for  an  anuudneut  to  the  Gmuticntion  of  the 
United  States,  respecting  the  Judicial  power 
thereof. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Qallatin.  that  the  motion 
be  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

« 11w  JndMiri  pmnr  of  tfa*  United  fitatos,  eaoi]p»  ip 
asses  ariMag— dw  tsealha  mads  nndw  thaaaftante  sf 
the  United  fttatoa,  AaU  not  ba  eonattiud  to  extsad  ts 
any  auH  in  law  or  oqui^,  eenunenced  or  ptBsacatsd 
againat  me  of  the  United  States  oitians  of  sDOthav 
Stale,  or  by  dtizena  or  subgecta  of  any  fimign  Stata.** 

It  passed  in  the  negatire. 
On  motion,  that  the  motion  be  amended  to  read 
as  follows: 

"  The  Judicial  power  of  the  United  States  extends  to 
aB  cases  in  law  uid  eqoi^  in  which  one  ot  dta  Untted 
States  is  a  pai^  I  but  no  8^  dudl  be  pnsaeated  agabal 
OM  of  Oa  Unitsd  States  by  ottaena  ef  anottsr  Stali^  or 
by  citiaens  or  soljeets  of  a  Anign  Stats^  iriien  Ike 
cause  of  actioD  uaS  have  arisen  Mbie  the  latiAsattM 
of  this  amendmenL" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 
And,  tm  tbe  question  to  agree  to  the  readntioB, 
aa  ioUowat 

"Resohed  by  the  Senate  and  Hoaaeof  Reprtsmta- 
fhea  of  the  VnUed  Statea  of  America  in  Cengreaa  as* 
aemlded,  tunhtkada  cf  bom  Mouaea  ameaning.  That 
the  following  wticle  be  propoced  to  Ae  Lecislataiea  of 
the  several  States,  as  an  araendment  to  the  ConstitDtiDn 
oS  ^  United  States;  whidi,  when  imtifisd  by  Oree* 
fourths  of  thasMd  Legislatoi»a,riiallba  valid  as  part  of 
tbe  said  Constitalion,  towit; 

"The  Judicial  power  die  United  States  AaD  not 
be  construed  to  extend  to  any  suit  in  law  or  eqnity, 
oasamsnasd  or  proseonted  agaiHl  me  of  ths  Imfted 
Slates,  by  dtiiens  ot  anoAer  Slat^  or  by  otiieDS  or 
tabjects  of  any  formgn  State 

It  passed  in  the  affirmatiTe— yeas  23,  nays  2,  aa 
folloan; 

TiAs^— Msssrsi  Btadbrd,  Biadey,  Brown,  Butr, 
:Bnder,  Cabot,  Edwards,  EUswoid^  Mar,  Piettn^qy- 
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mn,  HnAhu,  Jaokwm,  bud.  King,  Langdon,  Liver- 
more,  Martin,  Mitchell,  Monroe,  Bobinaon,  Strong,  Tay- 
lor, and  Vinmg. 

NATs^Mflon.  Qallatin  and  RutlierfiiTd. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Representatirea  in  this 
reaolutioD. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  foUoving  motion,  viz : 

"That  the  Constitotion  be  auoklad  by  adding,  at 
IheendoftbeMiseetiMior  the  let  aitide,  the  fiAow- 
nig  elaiue: 

**  Nor  shall  any  person,  h<dding  any  office  or  atoA  in 
any  inatitati<Hi  in  the  nature  of  a  Bank,  for  issuing  or 
disooumfaig  bills  Of'  notes  paysUe  to  bearer  ot  eraer, 
under  the  anduni^irf' the  Ijnfled  States,  be  a  monber 
of  either  House  mtilst  he  htdds  sndi  offioe  or  slo^; 
but  no  power  to  grsnt  any  diarter  of  inoorpoiatioD,  or 
any  oonuneraial  or  other  monopoly,  ihsU  be  hereby  im- 
plied." 

And,  after  debate,  the  further  eoosidention  of; 
this  motion  mu  po^poned  until  to-monow. 


Wedhbbdat,  January  15. 
The  following  Message  was  received  irom  the 
Pbbsidsmt  op  the  United  States: 
Omtiemm  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  tie  Houte  of  B^preaentativa:  • 
I  lay  before  yoo,  as  being  connected  with  the  com* 
ipoodenoe  ebeady  in  your  posseseicn,  between  the  8e- 
qf  Slate  and  the  MmiilerPlenipetenthiy  ofHie 
Republic,  the  001:7  of  a  Letter  fton  Aat  IGn- 
isMr  of  the  MA  ofDeosniber,  179^  sad  a  eoinr  of  the 
,  BMOsedmgs  of  the  LegMatnre^  the  State  of  South 
Carolina. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
UiriTiD  Statib,  January  16,  1794. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday  for  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  inhibiting  the 
holders  of  any  <^e  or  stock  in  the  Bank  ^  the 
United  States  firom  a  seat  in  either  House  of 
Congress. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  motion,  to  be  read  as 
follows: 

**Nar  diall  any  person  holding  any  <Mt»  hi  any  in- 
atitution  m  the  nature  of  a  Bank,  under  the  antlwTi^ 
of  the  United  States  be  a  member  of  either  House 
whilBt  he  hdds  swft  offiee;  but  00  power  to  giant  any 
ehaiter  of  hiconwation,  or  any  eonunercial  or  nlSbat 
mmoptdy,  AaU  be  barsby  mvOed." 

And.  afker  debate,  the  flirther  conaideration 
the»«  was  pot^ioned  uutU  to-morrow. 


TanHapAT,  January  16. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  to  amend  the  motion  un- 
der consideration  the  14th  instant,  for  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  Jhe  United  States, 
inhibiting  the  holders  of  any  oflSce  or  stock  in  the 
Bai^  of  the  United  Statea  Inm  a  in  either 
House  of  Congress. 


On  motion  to  amend  the  amendment,  so  that  it 

be  read  as  follows : 

"Nor  shall  say  person  h<Mng  any  t^ee  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  be  a  nmnbertrf' either  House  whilst 
he  hddsaudiiAoe;  but  no  power  to  grant  any  durter 
(tf  ineorporatiiHi,  or  any  oommercisl  or  oUisr.nionopi^y* 
dkan  be  herrtiy  fanpBed.*" 

It  passed  in  the  affirmatire — yeas  13,  nays  12, 
as  follows: 

T11.S. — Messrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Bnir,  Butler,  Ed- 
wards, Gillatin,  Hawkins,  Jac&sim,  laard,  Martin,  Mem- 
roe,  Robinson,  and  Tayl<»r. 

NATB^Meesrs.  Brsdfbrd,  Cabot,  EUswordi,  Foster, 
FreKn^uyeen,  King,  Langdon,  Livennore,  Mitdidl, 
Morris,  Strong,  end  Vining. 

On  motion  it  was  ajgreed  to  expunge  the  follow^ 
ing  clause  of  the  motion  last  adopted : 

"But  no  power  to  grant  any  charter  of  incorporation, 
or  any  commercial  or  othw  motu^y,  shsll  be  hersl^ 
implied end. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion,  amend- 
ed as  follows: 

"  N(v  shall  any  person  holding  any  office  in  the  Buik 
of  the  United  States  be  a  member  of  either  House,  whilst 
he  holds  such  offioe  :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative,  yeas  12,  nays  13— «a 
f(^ws: 

TsAs^Messra.  Bradlqr,  Brown,  Burr,  Butler,  Ed- 
wards, Gallatin,  Hawkins,  Jackson,  Mertin,  Monfoe* 
Rolaniwn,  and  Taylor. 

NATB^Meesrs.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Elkwwth,  Fostor, 
Ftelinghimen,  Izard,  King,  Langdm,  Livemmre, 
Mitchell,  Morris,  Strong,  and  Tining. 

On  motion  it  was  agreed  ^t  the  further  con- 
sideration of  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  be  postponed. 

The  following  Message  waa  received  from  the 
Prssidbnt  of  tub  Unitbd  SxAns : 
OentUmen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Himu  of  RtpraenMiM$i 

I  transmit,  tat  your  information,  cntain  intdUgeoet 
lately  reoeived  from  Europe,  aa  it  relates  to  die  snlfject 
of  my  past  ctmimunicatimts. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
UsiTiD  Statkb, /ontHvy  18, 1794. 

The  Message  and  papers  referred  to  were  retd, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Derartment 
of  State  be  requested  to  lay  Wore  the  Senate  m 
tranaktioo  of  the  Act  of  Narigation  ptased  by  Uie 
Natitmal  CniTention  of  Franee.  eommnnieated 
this  day  in  the  original. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  Butler  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  iDcorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  which  was  read  the  first 
time. 

On  motion  that  this  bill  hare  a  seccmd  reading, 

in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Whereas  it  is  inexpedient  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  Statee  should  continue  to  htdd  any  stock  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  8tates,'<w  have  any  politieal 
connexion  with  the  said  Bank,  or  any  other  ctnuwx- 
ion  with  it,  othsrwise  than  in  onamim  widi  odur 
banks  wUUn  As  Unilad  Sisiss  ( 
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1st  Be  it  tkire/bn  enacted  5y  the  Senate  and  Houh 
of  RepnteniaHeet  m  Congreea  aeeembled,  and  by  the 
miAmiy  of  the  tame.  That  the  lldi  and  10th  articla 
«f  the  7th  wbtAnxy  and  th«  9th  wction,  of  the  act,  enti- 
ded  "  An  act  to  ineoiporate  therabscribento  the  Bank 
«f  the  United  Statei}"  be,  and  the  Mme  aie  herebr,  m- 

Sd.  BeUfitrika-maiUdt  That  tfie  PtMddantttf  the 
United  Slalce  be,  and  he  ie  herel^,  andioriMd  to  di^ioee 
«£,  by  nJe,  in  nich  manner  u  he  shall  deem  moet  con- 
dman  to  the  pnWe  interest,  and  aa  soon  as  may  be  after 
the  passing  of  titis  act,  all  the  intereet  or  stock  which 
Oe  raUie  were  poesessed  o(  or  entitled  to,  in  the  said 
Bank,  b^  virtne  of  thor  sniieniption  to  the  same,  in 
confignui^  to  the  lltb  aection  ot  said  act,  the  proceeds 

wlueh  sales  diall  be  dinosedof  mi  herMftw  directed. 
And  vriienas  it  is  desiraue  that  Ou  IMA  doe  by  the 
United  States  to  die  said  Bank,  by  virtue  of  the  eub- 
seiiption  aibresaid,  diotdd  be  disdiarged  at  as  eulr  a 
penod  as  may  be,  as  well  that  the  parties  interested  in 
the  institation  may  become  possessed  of  the  funds,  by 
which  it  is  deugned  to  be  constituted,  as  the  public 
completely  exonerated  from  all  dainu  or  demands  on 
that  account 

Sd.  BeitfiiHherenaded,  That  Ae  PnaidNitof  the 
Unilad  States  and  he  is  hereby,  authoriied  to  eanse 
to  be  adnuted,  if  practicable,  with  the  Directors  of  said 
Btnk,  upon  such  terms  sb  shall  be  deemed  just  and 
peannshV  the  balance  which  may  be  due  by  the  United 
Stales  to  aiud  Bank  by  Tirtue  of  said  mbeotption,  and 
the  amotmt  to  be  paid  off,  at  sudi  time  or  times  as  shall 
be  agreed  on,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  said 
stock :  Prodded,  neotrtkdegt,  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained jdiall  be  eonstmed  to  imply  any  obligation  on  the 
said  Dijedois  to  accept  of  any  adjustment,  or  payments, 
etber  dmn  contained  in,  ana  specified  l7,the  act  a&re- 
sud. 

4th.  And  he  it  Jurther  enacted.  That,  if  any  suridns 
or  balance  shall  remain  from  the  sales  aforesaid,  after 
sndi  a«yostment  with,  or  payment  to,  tte  Directors  afae- 
said,  such  balance  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  ^>plied  to. 

It  passed  in  the  negative,  yeas      nays  13— as 

TuSi^Meesrs.  Bradl^,  Brown,  Burr,  Butler,  Ed- 
wards, Gallatin,  Havridn%  Jackson,  Maitin,  Mcnuoe, 
SolniMn,  and  Taylor. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Bradfiyrd,  Cabot,  EHsworth,  Foster, 
Fretin^ayeen,  baid,  King,Langdon,  Livermore,  Mitch- 
ell, Mortis,  Strimg,  and  Vining. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mabtin,  that  the  Senate 
adopt  the  following  resolutioiu: 

"  Seueieei,  Hut,  in  all  r^nesentattre  Ctovemments, 
BcfinemtatiTes  are  respmaible  ibr  thdr  conduct  to 
Aeir  eonatitaents,  -mbo  an  oitided  to  sudi  infmmation 
Aat  a  diewliiihisHiiii  and  just  estimate  be  nmde  thereoC 

"Hmhei,  That  die  Senate  of  the  United  States,  b»- 
bm  the  BepiescntatiTes  of  Ae  sovereignties  irf  die  fai£- 
vidoal  States,  whose  bams  is  the  pec^e,  owe  equal  re* 
sponsibifitf  to  die  Powers  by  whidi  toey  are  anointed, 
m  if  diat  body  were  derived  immediatoly  from  the  peofde, 
and  that  all  qasstims  and  debates,  siMngdierenponin 
Aeir  L^idadve  and  Jndidaiy  capacity  ought  to  be 
paUic 

"Retohed  Thai  Ika  mode  adopted  by  the  Senate  of 
pvbHibing  dieir  Joimials,  and  extracts  &«mi  than,  in 
Bewimwrs,  is  not  adefaate  to  die  voipose  of  cneulating 
■atisfartoty  inlbrmation.  WhUe  dw  prindplea  and  de- 
■vna  of  the  individual  meadim  an  withheld  from  pub- 
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lie  view,  responnbility'  is  destroyed,  which,  on  the  pub- 
Uaty  of  dieir  defiberations,  would  be  restored;  the 
omstitudonal  powers  of  die  Senate  become  more  im- 
portant, in  being  more  influential  over  the  other  Ivandl 
of  the  Legislature  ;<  abuse  of  power,  mal-administration 
of  office,  mtna  easily  detectedand  cmrected ;  jealousies, 
rising  in  die  pnblie  mind  from  secnt  LegUation,  pn> 
vent»d,  and  nealo-  oonfidoioe  [dacedby  our  feDow-dti- 
xens  in  the  Nalionat  Government,  by  wfaidi  their  lives, 
liberties,  and  properties,  are  to  be  secured  and  protected. 

"  Retoked,  therefore.  That  it  be  a  standing  rule,  that 
the  doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber  remain  open  while  the 
Senate  shall  be  sitting  in  a  Legislative  and  Judidaty 
capacity,  except  on  such  occanouB  as  in  their  judgment 
may  require  secret ;  and  that  this  rule  commence  on 
 day  of  r 

Ordered^  That  this  motion  lie  fOTcoasideration, 
and  that,  in  mean  time,  the  {vt^Kwed  reaohi- 
tions  be  printed  for  the  t^se  of  the  Senate. 


Fbidat,  January  17. 
The  Senate  resumai  the  consideration  of  the 
subject  of  amendments  to  the  C«utituttoa  of  the 
United  States ;  and,  after  debate,  on  motion,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed. 

Agreeably  to  Ae  oirder  of  the  day,  Uie  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  eonrideratioD  ai  the  motion  made 
yesterday,  that  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Chemba 
remain  open  under  certain  restrictions ;  and,  on 
motion,  it  was  i^rreed  that  the  further  cmsideiK- 
tioQ  thereof  be  posteoaed  nntil  Wedn^esdar  ne:ia. 

On  motion,  tlut  the  Senate  adopt  the  fiwowing 
order: 

«  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed  to  Iqr  before 
the  Senate  the  correspondences  which  have  been  had 
between  the  Minister  of  the  United  Stetes  at  the  Knmb- 
Uc  of  Prance  and  said  Republic,  and  between  said  Min- 
ister and  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State:" 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  lie  until  Monday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  8th  of  January,  instant,  that  die  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  lav  Defore  the  Senate  cer- 
tain statements  of  the  Public  Debt ;  and, 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Monday,  Jannary  30. 

The  petition  of  Thomas  Person  and  others,  a 
committee  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  the  other 
purchasers  of  lands  in  the  ceded  Territory  South 
of  the  Ohio,  referring  to  a  petition  presented  to 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
praying  for  redress  of  certain  matters  therein  con- 
tained, was  presented  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  tn  the  table. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  motion  made 
on  the  17th  instant,  tlmt  the  Secretary  for  the  De- 
partmoit  of  Sute  be  directed  to  lay  bdbre  ^ 
Senate  the  eorreapondenees  which  bare  been  had 
between  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  the 
Republic  of  France  and  said  RepnUic,  should  he 
furUier  postponed. 

The  eonsideratitai  of  the  motion  made  on  the 


HISTORY  OF  CONGBESS.  U 


Digitized  by 


HISTORY  OF  CONGBSfiB. 


S6 


Proending9, 


8th  iiutaat,  that  th«  Seontuy  for  tlw  DepftitOkMt 
^  the  Tnamry  requetted  to  lay  bcfitfe  the  Se- 
nate oemi*  atatcoMOts  of  the  PuUio  Debt,  was 
renmed  j  and,  beiiig  amaidedf  waa  adapttd^  ai 
Attawat 

Ordered,  TTuU  ttw  8*<w6uy<Jf  IWattry  do  liiy 
dds  HobAe  Ae  fbDoWhig  rtatemmU,  to  wit: 

Flnt  A  atatttnontof  die  DomeMicDeMof  ITlltt- 

State*  a«  due  on  Irt  day  of  Janosfy,  1794,  spe^ 
dQ'iug,  nndtr  dtetlnei  hecde— 

1ft.  Itie  Funded  Debt,  diitiilfTdtbine  the  par 
emti^  three  per  eenfii,  md  Delbmd  Sto».  tftd  In  each 
htod  gf  rtodt  yttog.  *^^*^)^"  amotuit  created  bj 
flw  awHiaptiott  ef  the  State  iMotc 

M.  The  Ittgfatend  BcM. 

3d.  The  DebtrobKiibeble  to  the  Loan  of  the  tTidttd 
BtetM,  bat  whk^  net  betan:  ftmdfld  or  r^jitaed  at  the 
Treawig,  is  not  entMed  toe  diTidend. 

4th.  Tkt  btleaoM  daa  to  cnditOT  Strtea  end  dieedy 
ftmded,  if  there  be  anj  aach,  being  die  exoeee  of  the 
ma*  iMpoctirely  by  law  aaaomed  for  audi  State*,  abore 
the  auma  ectoally  aubecribed  in  the  Debta  of  the  atid 


Ah.  TU  VbmmUt  Loaae  fcr  cadi  «MHnMe<  afaiee 
the  cemnwHwaaa*  ttf  the  paaaaat  OwemaBt,  Mtug 
the  leafwiawe  tiaea  whan  banwwed  and  a^Mwbiiiniafaig 

due,  together  with  the  rate  of  intereat 

6th.  AU  ether  kmda  of  Doueetio  DaMa  not  apeeidly 
indBded  onder  die  Are  preceedl^  head^  fcr  the  p^ment 
ef  which,  no  appn;m«tiona  beve  bean  aude. 

Seetmd.  AatsteBMatoftheDoaeatic  DeUiedaeBed 
rinoa  the  cMameneamat  of  the  pceaent  Govemiaaot,  to 
Oe  drat  dayef  Jaaioaiy^lTM;  diatingniahiagflie  diAer- 
ent  apedM  of  Debt,  and  meet^rui(  the  mode  of  radMBp- 
tkm,  and»  iriien  ledeemed  fcr  moneyt  the  taaomA  of 
■Mnm  enoided  in  pmduaing  the  aame. 

TlBr&  A  general  aCatemeut  of  the  Fetdgii  TMA  of 
file  ITalled  Siatee  u  due  on  the  lat  d^  of  January, 
ITM;  atitiag,  aeparatetr.  the  Frendi  Debt,  the  other 
DMNa  oonttauted  befare  ine  eonitnencenuHit  of  the  pieaunt 
Government,  and  die  Loena contracted dnee  that  time; 
and  ^ediying,  m  each  DaU  or  Loan,  the  original 
amount,  the  time  hem  wlueh  die  intanat  oMnmeaead, 
dM  paymenta  afavady  made.  With  die  datae  ef  die  aame, 
and  tlw  plsoea  where  paid,  the  amount  yet  due,  and  the 
lenective  timea  when  the  aame  ahall  beeoue  due. 

Fourth.  A  Bpecifie  account  of  the  aj^friication  of  the 
moneys  obtained  iqion  Foreign  Loans,  oontnurted  aince 
the  commencement  the  preaant  Goremment,  to  the 
lat  d^  ef  January,  1794 ;  atating  the  amount  of  the 
monajra  drawn  over  to  America,  and  of  thoae  ^phed  in 
Eun^  togedisr  wlA  A*  dMae  ef  awih  ivi^iMnoiia  ot 
draAa. 

fifth.  Aaummaiyatetemeatoftheaotaalreeeiptaand 
expendKtnrea  from  the  commencement  of  the  pteaent 
Oovemment  to  the  bat  day  of  December,  1790,  includ- 
ing aH  moneys  leceiTed  on  aocoont  ofthe  United  Statea, 
Midi  parta  of  duf  Foreign  Loans  as  have  not  been  drawn 
over  to  America  only  excepted;  diatitigiiishing  die 
moneys  received  under  eadi  branch  of  the  nvenoe,  and 
the  meaeys  ezpraded  under  audi  appropriatiim,  and 
•■BdiigdMbalaMceeof  eadi  branch  <^  the  teveane  n- 
nainiag  unczpeaded  oa  die  Slat  day  ofDecember,  1790 ; 
apaci^fing  aej^ntdy  a«di  balanoea  aa  were  on  tbetd^ 
m  the  Treaamy,  and  ncfa  sswereunoottected  ot  in  the 
heeds  of  any  banks,  oAoaea,  or  other  persons. 
■  S&zlh.  Simitar  and  a^arato  atetemuitB  for  the  yeara 
1791  and  1793,  respeetiTely,  and,  bo  fcr  aa  the  aame  ia 
now  pnetkiblet  for  the  yeac  1793^  ifecil^inft  aepa> 


ntafy,  in  eedi  atataoMilt  uador  eaeh  biaack  of  the 
revmae^  the  meneya  received  oaaaoeaniof  Aaievwtta 
ef  thetyear  and  thoaOTaoeivedon  aaaauirtef  dwravama 
of  eedi  preceding  year,  and  stsHng,  se     aa  Ae  auae 

is  now  jnctioaUe,  the  amount  ef  ell  meneya,  bonda,  at 
aecuritiaa,  on  hand,  on  the  fiiet  day  ai  Jenutfy,  1794» 
with  the  times  of  payment  of  aueh  bonds  ot  ateariUm, 

ITdcsdat,  January  SI. 
The  ibUowi^  Measaga  waa  reeeiTei  fiom  tba 
PRBaiDBMT  OP  TBS  UMTaD  Statib: 
Oentkthm  of  the  SenaU,  atut 

of  ttK  Bo9$e  if  B^tnteiUtaivet 

Having  already  laid  befine  yoti  e  Letter  of  the  ISth 
of  Auguai,  1793,  from  the  Seeretaiy  of  State  to  otv 
IffiniateT  at  Paris,  stating  the  oondnct  end  urging  tha 
recal,  of  the  Minister  Plenqxrtentiaiy  of  the  RepuUfc  of 
France,  I  now  commimieate  to  you,  that  hia  conduct  baa 
been  unequivocally  di8ap|«oved ;  and  that  the  stiengeit 
aasnrences  have  been  givui,  that  Ua  reoal  ahould  be 
expedited  without  delay. 

O.  WASHINGTOK. 
Uhitkb  StATia,  Jtmuarjf  30,  1794. 

Tha  HauMfa  was  raad,  orderetl  m  He  od 
file. 

The  memorial  of  ilie  people  (Ailed  Q,iuikers, 
ftom  the  yearly  meeting  held  at  Rhode  Island  for 
New  Eag^aod,  in  the  yeav  1793,  vas  presented 
and  read,  praying  Coxkgiess  to  exercise  the  autho- 
rity Tested  in  them  by  the  Constkntion  for  the 
stippression  of  the  slave  trade. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  taUe. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesident  ot  THE  Unitsd  Statbb: 
einiimten  of  the  Senatt,  amd 

tf  the  Htmt  «f  MtpumtlatiM , 

It  la  wiM[  aada&etiott  I  annotnkce  to  yoti  that  Ae 
atteratkMn  wbkfa  have  been  made  by  law  in  theorigfaial 
niait  fcr  ninng  a  dnty  on  apMta  dbtiyedwilhtai  die 
United  Statea,  and  im  atilla,  co-operating  widi  belted 
iafcrmation,  have  had  a  eanaiderable  inflaaoce  in  obvi- 
ating the  difficoltiea,  which  have  embarrassed  that  branch 
of  the  public  revenue.  But  die  obatadaa  which  have 
been  experienced,  though  leaaaaed,  are  not  yet  Mitireliy 
surmounted ;  and  it  would  aeem  that  aeme  further  L»> 
gialative  proviaiona  may  aaefblly  be  aupttadded:  vdiich 
leada  me  to  raeal  the  attention  of  Congraaa  to  the  auh- 
jed.  Among  dM  mattem  wbidi  mm  demand  legn- 
latkm,  ia  die  effect,  ia  poiM  of  rtgsiWsHm  paodaead 
bf  tha  a^aiatioB  of  KMrtadtyAom  d»  Stole  efVit- 
nnia.;  and  the  aitBatiDn,  willi  regard  to  the  law,  of  tha 
Tetritotiaa  Nerthweat  aiad  Seadiwaat  of  the  Ohia 

Tlw  lavra  raapeeting  li^U>-bo«ae  aatebliahmaata,  i«* 
quire,  aa  a  oottdmon  of  their  pemanent  laainteiwnee, 
at  die  flxaenaa  of  the  United  Statea,  e  omBplele  ceaaioa 
ofaailandjurisdiotioB.  Theoaaaionaof  diSnentStataa 
having  been  qualified  vridi  a  leaervatiea  of  die  rf^  of 
a«ving  legal  pneBat  witlua  die  eaded  jurisdictie*,  aaa 
undarttood  to  be  hwottdndvet  aa  wmeri«g*yKfa— 
don  not  conawant,  vrith  thetertntof  thekw.  Iproaeaa 
thia  drcumstanoa  to  the  view  of  Congrew,  that  diey  mqr 
judge  whether  any  aheratioa  enghi  to  be  made. 

As  it  amara  to  be  oonformaUe  with  tha  inteatiiw  of 
die  "  Ordmanea  for  dm  GovenmaM  of  die  Tenitoiy  of 
die  Unitwl  Statea  Nordiweat  of  die  rrrav  fMo,"  akhangh 
it  ia  not  N^feaafy  directed,  dwt  tha  hma  ef  (hat  Tani- 
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buy  tboald  be  Uid  before  Congress,  I  now  tnnimit  to 
yon  s  eopjr  of  nicb  u  bave  been  pUMd,  from  July  to 
DMMMbCT,  17tS,  mchuiTe ;  beins  dw  lut  wUdb  fiftve 
biMiraed*ed  bj  ^  Seeratary  oTStata. 

1hri<nB  •i«TH,  JtoBuory  31, 17M. 

The  Message  and  copy  of  laws  referFcd  to  were 
lead,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Bradlbt^  Litbbhorb, 
ud  Browh,  be  a  committee  to  take  mto  constder- 
atlm  the  laws  mssed  in  the  Territor;^  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  Nrarthwest  of  the  rirer  Ohio^  from  Jtdy 
to  December,  1792,  inetusirei  and  report  thereon 
to  die  Senate. 


WsDiinnAT,  January  8S. 
The  TicB  Pkbbideht  laid  before  ikt  9eaalc 
sondiT  Commonications  from  the  Secietary  for 
the  DqnrtmMit  tii  Wa^  respecting  a  Treaty  of 
Peaee  lately  emclnded  by  James  Smgrove,  agent 
for  Indian  aflhirs  on  beluJf  of  the  United  States, 
with  the  ud  wanriars  OB  behalf  of  Ae  Creek 
hadians. 

The  papers  communicated  were  read,  and  of- 
dcRd  to  he  <«  the  table. 

Aj^reeaUy  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
took  into  consideration  the  motion  made  the  16Ui 
instant,  that  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber 
"abeuld  remain  vpea  while  the  Senate  ahaH  be 
sitting  in  a  Legislative  and  Judicmry  capacity." 

On  motim,  it  was  agreed  to  postpone  the  cou- 
aidexatiim  of  thit  Md^eot  to  tfaia  day  Ibrtnight. 

TatnisaaT,  January  S3. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  CuOT,  "  that  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  consider  of  the  expediency  ttf  al- 
lowing the  drawback  on  the  re-exportation  of 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  from  ports  other 
than  those  mto  which  they  were  first  imporM. 
aad  to  report  a  bill  for  that  pnrpoM^  if  th^  shall 
Aink  it  proper 

Ordered^  That  this  motion  lie  for  consideration. 

The  following  Message  was  receired  from  the 
PiEeiDEirr  or  the  Ukiteh  Statsbt 

tMemm*/  thcSeaatcmd 

ef  tie  Hmm  of  M^amtatim.- 
Iibiwardtayon  ettnet*  tarn  Ihe  hst  adriess  turn 
««r  Ifiwtv  in  LMido*,  aa  bsing  emaested  ailk  eom- 
■naiaMiana  dread*  Made. 

Gv  WASHUfOTON. 
UaiTBS  dTATM»  Jmwtrji^  33, 17M. 

The  Message  and  extracts  wen  read,  and  order- 
ed to  lie  for  consideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  completing  and  oetter 
sopportinff  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,"  in  whieh  uey  desire  the  cracurrence 
Hi  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  ud  ordered  to 
a  aeeond  reading. 

The  motion  made  on  the  17th  instant,  that  the 
Beeretarr  of  State  be  directed  to  lay  before  the 
Senate  the  correspondenees  which  hare  been  had 
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between  the  Ministec  of  the  United  Sutes  at  the 
Republic  of  France  and  said  Republib  aad  be- 
tween said  Minister  and  the  office  <n  the  Secretary 
of  State,  was  resuniied ;  .and 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  motion,  to  bo 
read  as  follows : 

"That  the  Prendent  of  tlu  Umt«d  States  be  request- 
ed to  lay  beibra  the  Smutte  the  com^oadeneee  whidi 
have  been  had  between  die  Minister  of  die  tJnitod 
States  at  the  RapoUie  of  Fnnee  and  iiiA  RepuUie, 
and  between  Slid  lOnister  md  the  office  of  the  SeeretaiT 
of  State:" 

And,  after  debate  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Fridat,  January  34. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
moUim  made  on  the  17th  instant,  tM^ether  with 
the  amendment  prop<»ed  on  the  23dj  respecting 
thecorrespondenceswbich  have  been  had  between 
the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  the  Republic 
of  France  and  said  Republic 

And  on  motion,  to  agree  to  the  resolutimi, 
amended  as  follows : 

«  Wmdurf,  That  Pttaidait  of  Ihe  Uajted  Stataa 
bo  Mqaeetod  t«  Iiy  befcre  the  Saaate  the  cone^ond* 
«SMM  wUdthava  beea  had  between  the  MfausSnof  the 
United  SMh  ■!  dw  Smtd^Ueaf  Pnoe*  and  sodla- 
wmt,  ud  betwvea  said  Mbdslsr  Hid  dw  oOhe  of 
SaorefeuT-af  State:" 

It  passed  in  the  alBnmttire— yeas  13,  nays  11,  as 
follows : 

Taju^MMn.  Biadhi;^  Btown^  Bon^  BvOtt,  Ed- 
wuda,  GallatiB,  Hawkins,  JaiAson,  Langdaw,  Masda* 
Ifonzae,  Robinson,  and  Taylor. 

NATs^-^lesKs.  BiadfcKl,  Cabot,  Etfsarasihr  Fostse, 
fMinfhuyesn,  Isud,  Lbennore,  Mitchell,  MAnis, 
Stmas^  amd  TiBin^ 

OnlmtL  Thai  the  Beuetai  r  lay  thh>  leedaiioB 
before  the  PBBsroENT  or  tbb  Uamb  SraTio. 

Tile  bill  seat  ftom  die  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  completing 
and  better  supporting  the  Military  Bstablisoment 
of  the  United  States/*  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  fnfthcr  censtderation  of  tbii 
bill  be  postpeaed  until  Monday  neat. 

MoMDAT,  Juoary  Sf7. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  teatfing  of  the 
IhU,  sut  firom  the  Howe  of  Representatives  for 
coneurrence^  entitled  "  An  act  for  completing  and 
better  supporting  die  Military  Establishment  of 
the  United  States and 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Ells- 
woBTH,  LivERHOBE,  Stboho,  Izard,  and  Laho- 
i  don,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

ToBaoAT,  January  28. 
;  The  memwial  of  Joseph  Bloomftdd.  President 
.c^  and  in  behalf  of  the  Convention  Dd^tea 
from  the  Abolition  Societies  within  the  United 
States,  was  presented  ud  read,  praying  Congress 
to  pass  a  law  prohibiting  the  traffic  carried  on  by 
the  citizois  or  the  Uoited  States  for  the  aopply  «f 
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slaves  to  foreign  nations,  and  prerenting  fore%n- 
ers  from  fitting  out  vessels  for  the  slave  trade  in 
the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

The  Vice  FREsinENT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretarv  of  State,  enclosing  a 
translation  of  the  French  Act  of  Navigation. 


Wednesday,  January  29. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  consider  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for 
competing  and  better  supporting  the  Military 
BBtoUishment  of  the  United  States,"  reported 
ameDdmentSjWhich  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  eonsideratioa  of  this 
hill  be  postponed. 


TauRBDAT,  Aanary  30. 

The  fcdlowing  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesidbnt  op  the  UifiTED  Statbs  : 
Gentlemen  if  tAe  &^afe,  and 

Iff  wtSoutet/f  He.firLntiiiiaiives t 

Cooimnnic^iiTionK  havt'  w-yn  riiBil^'  if<  CongTMt  during 
the  prewntat'h-<i tin,  with  the  mit  iniiin  of  afitnding a ftUl 
view  of  the  pufiiurc  of  aiTnirp  on  ihe  8cnith«e*t«m 
fiontin*.  By  Iht  iitfoTuiatioii  whiirh  hu  Ute^  been 
Ud  befim  Uangreoa,  it  unopied  that  the  dimciiltiee 
wtth  the  Cnel^,hmk  MymMlikS  «>ihappUy  tenni- 
Mted.  But  it  wOl  be  unrived  wMi  ngnt,  b;  Uie 
pt^ieri  herewith  trannnitted,  that  the  ttuqnih^  baa 
nnfortonately  been  of  abort  duration,  owing  to  the  mur- 
der of  several  friendly  Indivu,  bj  some  kwleaa  white 
men. 

The  condition  of  things  to  that  qnaiter  requires  the 
Mriona  and  immediate  consideration  of  Congress,  and 
the  adoption  of  aach  wise  and  vigorous  laws  as  wiQ  be 
compettnt  to  flie  pieservato  of  tte  national  ebarteter, 
and  of  the  peace  made  under  the  audwrifrr  of  the  United 
States  with  the  seroal  Indian  tribes.  Ezpeiienee  da* 
nonstratee  that  the  existing  legal  pnnMoM  are  entirely 
inadequate  to  thoae  great  objects. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

Uhitsd  Statbs,  Janiuaty  80,  1794. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  wdered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  Representatives  for 
coocurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  completing  and 
better  sammrting  the  Military  EstabUshment  of 
the  United  States and,  after  debate,  the  Airther 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 


Friday,  January  31. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
cmcurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  completing  and 
better  supporting  the  Military  Estabudunent  ot 
the  United  States and,  after  debate, 

Beeolvedf  That  this  bill  do  not  pass. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate  do  not  ooneur 
in  this  UU. 

MoHiUT,  February  3. 
The  Senate  tookinto  consideration  the  Message 
of  the  PBBBiDnrr  or  tbb  UxmD  Statbb,  of  the 
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30th  of  December  last,  respecting  certain  impedi- 
ments in  the  coinage  of  the  precious  metals,  to- 
gether with  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  for  the 
Department  of  State  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Cabot,  Izabd,  and 
Sllswobtb,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  consider- 
ation and  report  on  that  part  of  the  Message  of  the 
Pbesidbnt  op  tbe  United  States,  of  the  30th  of 
December  last,  which  respects  certain  impedi- 
ments to  the  coinage  of  the  precious  metals,  to- 

Siiher  with  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  for  the 
epartment  of  State  thereon. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideratitm  of 
the  last  para^^h  of  the  said  Message,  and  die 
papers  to  which  it  refers ;  and 

Ordered,  That  they  be  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee last  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report 
thereim  to  the  Senate. 


TcBflDAY,  February  4. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  providing  for  the  relief  of 
sucn  of  the  inhabitants  of  Saint  Domingo,  resi- 
dent within  the  United  States,  as  may  be  found 
in  want  of  support,"  in  which  they  desire  the  ctm- 
currence  of  the  Sooate. 

TluB  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 


Wednesday,  f^bruary  5. 
The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  providing  for 
the  relief  of  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  Saint  Do- 
mingo, resident  within  the  United  States,  as  mar 
be  found  in  want  of  support,"  was  read  the  second 
time  i  and,  after  debate,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cabot  reported,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  take  into  consideration  the  last  clatiae 
of  the  Message  of  the  PaBBiDBNT  op  the  Uwtbd 
States,  of  the  30th  December,  which  report  was 
read ;  and,  after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  16th  January  last,  that  the  doors 
of  the  Senate  remain  open  while  the  Senate  shall 
be  sitting  in  a  Legislative  and  Judiciary  capacity. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned to  this  day  fortnight. 


Thdbsday,  February  6. 

Mr.  Potts,  from  Maryland,  attended. 
'  The  petition  of  Jonathan  Holton,  late  a  Lieute- 
nant in  the  Militia  of  New  Hampshire,  vras  pre- 
sented and  read,  stating  that  he  was  wounded  in 
the  battle  of  Bennington,  and  disabled  from  labor, 
and  praying  to  be  reustated  in  the  list  of  invalia 
pensioners. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  tor  the  Department  of  War  to  consider 
and  report  tiiereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  Home  of  Representauves  for 
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coocnrreDce,  entided  '*An  aet  providiDg  for  the 
relief  of  suck  of  the  inhabitants  of  Saint  Doma- 
ffo,  resident  within  the  United  States,  as  may  be 
found  in,  want  of  support," 

On  motion,  that  it  oe  recommitted  for  thejiur- 
pose  of  further  inquiry,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

And,  after  agreeing  to  an  amendment,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  last  clause  of 
the  Messwe  of  the  P^ainsNT  op  the  Uxitbd 
States,  of  the  30th  December. 

On  motion  to  recommit  the  report,  and  that  the 
coaumttee  be  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
parposes  therein  mentioned,  it  pused  in  the  near 
dre.  It  was  then  aoxeed  that  the  report  of  the 
comnutiee  be  adoptra. 

Whereupon,  it  was< 

Xea»hed,hf  ^  Sawte  mdBoimof  SqtrmiUaiwu 
^tkt  Thuiet Statu  of  Amtrita  in  Congreta ammbled, 
That  die  p^ment  notified  by  the  RrMt^tof  the  Unit- 
ed States,  in  bb  Mwmgeof  die  XHh  of  Deoembv  lut, 
to  have  been  nude,  be  approved ;  and  that  the  Prei%- 
dent  be  authorized  to  make  further  advancea  on  the 
mme  aeeoont,  as  be  may  judge  expedient,  not  exceed- 
iag  in  the  whole  the  amount  whien  might  be  claimed 
of  the  United  Statea,  on  the  principles  stated  in  Ae 
Measage. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House     Representatives  in  this  re- 
'  solution. 


Fbidat,  Febrouy  T. 
The  foBowing  Blessage  was  received  fnm,  (he 
pBESiDSirr  OP  THE  United  States  ; 

Gentlemen  ^  ihc  Senate,  and 

<{f  tie  Souk  of  KepreaentaHvet 

I  tmaamittoyoa  an  Act  and  three  Ordinaneea,  pass- 
ed ligr  the  Government  of  the  Territorr  of  the  United 
0Wca  South  of  the  ii*«r  Ohio,  on  dw  l8th  and  31st  of 
ManJ^and  the  7tfiof  May,  1798;  and  also  certain  Let- 
ten  from  the  Miniiter  Plenipotentiafy  of  the  French 
XepaUie,todM8ecretaiy  of  State,  endMingdesj^tcbes 
ftom  flie  Oeaertl  and  Kiliatinliiiaiy  Commhaion  of 
GaBdakmpeu  6.  WASHINOTOIf . 

UBmB  Srans,  FefciMry  T,'17M. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  read. 

Ordered^  That  the  Act  and  three  Ordinances, 
BMntioBed  in  the  Message,  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee wpointed  the  2Ist  of  January  luLto  whom 
were  retiurred  the  laws  passed  in  the  Territory 
Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  to  consider  and  report 
dierecm  to  the  Senate- 
Ordered^  That  the  other  papers  referred  to  ip 
the  Message  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for 
Ike  relief  of  sndi  of  the  inhabitants  of  Saint  Po- 
mingo,  resident  within  the  United  States,  as  may 
be  found  in  want  of  support."  Whereupon, 
Itesolved,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 
Haotved,  That  the  resolution  passed  yesterday, 
on  the  report  of  the  committee  aj^Konted  Id  coi^ ' 
Sd  Coir.— S 
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sider  the  last  paragraph  of  the  Messi^  fnm  the 
PRBsinBHT  OP  TOE  UNiTto  Btatbs,  o(  the  30th 
of  December  last,  be  reconsidered. 

Ordered^  That -Messrs.  Borr^E^lswobtb,  and 
KiiF«,bea  committee  to  takeinteicteisidemtioa 
the  Message  from  the  pAEsinBNT  aw  tbb  UitrrBv 
Btatbs  of  the  ^Oth  December,  and  that  the  cAm- 
mitlee  be  directed  to  report  a  bill  to  carry  the  same 
into  execution. 

The  Vice  Pbbbidbnt  laid  before  the  Serata  a 
Letter  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  Ueited  Stntc% 
togedierwithhisWarDepartmentaccoUBt}  which 
were  read. 

Otdertd,  That  they  lie  oa  the  taUe. 


MoNnAY,  I^ebruary  10. 

The  TiCB  Prbsioent  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
the  Treasury,  in  reference  to  the  orders  of  Senate 
of  the  20th  January  last,  for  a  return  of  sundry 
statements  from  that  Department ;  which  Letter 
was  read. 

Mr.  Bbaulby  reported  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referrea  the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub 
and  otheia,  respecting  the  apwdntntent  of  Mr. 
Oallatiit  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States; 
and  fhe  report  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Wednesday  next  be  assigned  tff 
take  this  report  into  consideration,  and  th^in  thf 
mean  time,  it  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  that  the  Senate  adopt  the  following 
rawlutiaa:  ■  ■ 

"JMMd;  Thattha  dosi  of  dw  Ssnale  be  sf  snal, 
and  eondnne  epen,  duiing  dia  diaeowion  vfon  the  osn- 
tMted  atoctiNi  of  Aabbbt  Gauavw." 

Ordered^  That  this  motion  lie  on  die  tdilantB 
to-mnrow. 

A  mesawe  from  the  Hcnue  of  RepresemtatiTea 
informed  the  Senate,  diat  the  House  concur  ia 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entiUed 
"  An  act  providing  for  the  relief  of  soeh  ef  -the 
uibabitauts  of  Saiat  Domiiwe,  residut  within  the 
United  ENatcs,  as  may  be  found  in  want  of  sup- 
port.* 

Tuesday,  February  11. 

Mr.  Stbon a,  from  Che  committee  appointed  the 
24th  of  December  last,  to  consider  that  part  of  the 
Speech  of  the  PBEsmEMT  op  the  Unitbd  Statbb 
wntchrecotnmends  further  provision  against  offen- 
ces, reported  a  bill ;  which  was  read  the  fint  time, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

A  motion  was  made, 

"  That  the  petition  of  Conrad  Laab  and  othen.  cifr 
leui  of  Pennitylwua,  stating  that  Ambbt  Gauatib 
had  not  been  more  than  eight  jaaia  a  citiien  of  tta 
United  Statea  at  the  time  of  hia  deedon  as  a  Sanator* 
is  Buffioent,  as  well  in  respect  to  the  eempeteiUT  irftbt 
petitioncTB,  as  in  respect  to  the  matter  aOegea  in  die 
petition,  to  anthorite  the  Senate  to  inquire  and  dedde 
whether  the  aaid  Albcbt  Oaixitiit  had  been  a  citiien 
of  the  United  States  dte  tem  of  yean  requited  by  the 
Conadtntion  as  a  qoaMcation  to  be  a  Senator  of  die 
Uaitod  States." 

OrderM^  That  this  motion  he  nntil  to-monow. 
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On  motiaa,  it  -was 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  of  the  Seentarr  ot 
the  Departmeot  of  the  TreasDrr,  commaniested 
jrestenby,  be  referred  toMenrs.  CUsxatih,  Eu3- 
VOBTH,  and  TAybo%to  oonaidaiaBdieiKwt  tker** 
OB  m  the  Senate. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the^y,  the  Scaate 
took  iato  eoosideratkni  the  motion  maw  yesterday 
that  the  doors  of  the  Senate  be  opened  dnrinff  the 
dikeneeion  of  the  contested  cleotioik  of  Mr.  Qal- 
Lanir.  WWenpon, 

Aflfofetd  That  the  doon  af  the  Senate  be 
opened,  and  continue  open,  daring  the  difouanan 
apm  the  coateeted  daetion  erf*  Albebt  Q&UAtiit. 

Mr.  Bradley  reported,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Aict  and  three  Ordinances 
mentioned  in  t^e  Message  from  the  P«£8itii»T 
or  THE  0H1TBD  States  of  the  7th  instant,  enact- 
ed and  ordained  by  the  Govemor  and  Judges  of 
the  Territory  South  of  the  river  Ohio,  "that  Con- 
gress do  not  disapprore  th^  s»me,**  and  the  report 
was  agreed  to. 


Wbdhbssat,  Felwuwcjr  12. 

On  motiottj  that  the  consideration  ot  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub 
iutd  odiers,  respecting  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Gallatin  to  he  a  Senator  of  me  United  States, 
be  postponed  until  Ikfonday  nesct;  it  was  passed  in 
the  affirmatire. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes. 
Haiteiaod  tft«  Senate,  thai  tha  Baose  have  passed 
a  bill,  eirtitied  An  act  fbr  the  jttitf  of  Thomas 
Jenkins  and  Soob,"  is  whieh  they  dettre  tbe  eon- 
oanoMe     the  Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repceseatattres 
for  eoacarrenca,  entitled  "  An  net  for  the  ralief 
^  Thwaas  Jenkins  and  Sons,"  was  read  a  first 
tone,  and  ordered  to  a  seeond  reading 

Tfee      in  aUition  to  "the  act  for  the  poniiih- 


t  of  eertaia  orinus  against  the  United  Btatea," 
^»  read,  iha  second  tim* ;  and,  aAer  d^Nkte^  toe 
fttrther  eonsideratum  of  the  hill  was  postponed. 


TttDRaaAT,  Febraary  13. 

The  bill  swt  from  the  House  of  Representar 
tires  for  concurrence^  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  Jenkins  and  Sons,"  was  read  the 
second  lime. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resmaed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bffl,  in  addition  to  *  The  act  ibr  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  asainst  the  United  States:"  and, 
after  debate,  the  rarther  considerati<m  thereof  wa^ 
postponed. 

Mt.  Buaa,  ftom  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Message  from  the  Pbebioeut  or  tbb 
Uhiteo  States,  of  the  30th  of  Decenhtf  last, 
Ifported  a  biU  authorizing  and  diieetiag  tba  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  Bluor  Qenaial  Lar- 
fatettb  ;  which  was  read  thefirst  tiBse^  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 


FmdaT)  Ftriimary  14. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Rqiresentatires 
for  concurrence,  eatitied  '*  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Jenkins  and  Sons,"  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  biirauthori2ing  and  directing  the  settlement 
of  the  accounts  of  blajorC^eral  LArAVETTEwas 
read  the  second  time,  andj  after  debate,  it  was  or- 
dered to  lie  for  consideration  and  inquiry. 

The  Senate  restmied  the  second  readmg  of  the 
bill  in  addition  to  *^  The  act  for  the  punislunent  of 
certain  crimes  aninst  the  United  States  f  and, 
after  debate,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  committed. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  appointed  the 
third  instant,  reported  a  bill  in  alteration  of  the 
act  estabUshmf  a  Mint  and  regulating  the  coins 
of  the  United  States,  which  was  readtiiefinttyiM 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 


MonvAT,  Febnwry  17. 

The  petition  of  Michael  Schmywr,  agent  fbr 
Conrad  Laub  aad  othersj  petitioners,  against  this 
dection  of  Albebt  Gai.latim  to  be  a  Senator  <^ 
tiic  United  States,  was  presented  and  read,  pray- 
ing to  be  heard  by  counsel 

Ordered^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be 
granted. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  comitiit- 
tee  on  the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub  and  other^ 
respecting  the  election  of  Mr.  Gallatin  to  be  a 
Senator  of  the  United  States,  was  resumed,  and, 
after  progress,  it  was  ordered  thaG  the  considera- 

%tnereof  be  postponed  until  Wednesday  nest, 
te  bill  in  aueiation  of  "  The  act  estauisliinc 
a  Mint  and  regulating  the  coins  of.  the  United 
Stabra."  was  rnd  the  second  time  and  ordered  to 
a  third  read^ng^. 

TvnsnaT,  FchnMiy  IS. 

Mr.  Stbomo,  &om  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recfun^itted  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the 
nunishm^t  of  certain  crimos.  against  the  United 
Stftep,  re»orted  vnendments. 

Ordert^  That  th«  bill  be  printed  as  Ute  com- 
mittee hare  reported  it  amended. 

The  Mil  in  alteration  of  tite  act  estaUiriiing  a 
Mint  and  regnlating  the  coins  of  the  United  States 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  VicB  Pbbbident  lain  befbre  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretarjr  of  the  Department  of 
the  Treasury,  together  with  fourteen  statements 
of  tonnage,  fm-  a  year  ending  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber. 1792.  according  to  the  entries  of  ressds  in  the 
United  States  dnrmg  that  period;  which  were 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  fbr  consideration. 

WinnanaT,  February  19. 

Jaheb  Quitti,  from  Georgia,  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Sraate 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
comnuuee  on  the  petition  of  Conrad  Lanb  and 
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oUwn,  ntpectiu  tlw  eleetioo  of  Me.  OAiAATOi 
to  ba  a  BoMtov  ot  tfat  UniMd  Swm. 

Ordered^  That  the  eonsidenticn  thtnof  b* 
fothei  wMtpoMd  until  tfroonvw. 

Tkt  nUov^  MaHtge  «u  neeired  fvom  the 
PusiMrr  or  -raa  Umrb*  Statis  ; 

1 bdbn  Toa  ^  of  a  Lscter  vUeb  I  have 
YMeifad  from  tte  CUsf  lartk«  and  AModtte  JortlcM 
•f  tha  ^prane  Cooit  of  nie  United  Stttea ;  and,  at 
flMir  the  rcfHeaentatitoi,  mentioned  in  tbe  said 

Latter,  fi^i&ng  oatoerlaln  defects  In  ibeJafidaiTm- 
•«n.  O.  WASHINOTCiN: 

UnnB  BrAvaa.  FiAmmry  tt,  I7M. 

The  Message  and  representation  therein  refer- 
red to  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  Mejurs.  £  ixs- 
woBTHj  Strong,  Taylor,  Liv&BHOBE,and  PoTra, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate; 

CoDformably  to  the  order  of  the  dajr,  the  Senate 
lesumed  the  eoosideratitu  of  the  motion,  nade  on 
the  16th  of  January  la»t,  that  the  doors  of  the 
Senate  Chamber  remain  Ofwn  while  ti^  Senate 
shall  be  sitting  ia  a  Legislatire  and  Judiciary  ca- 
pacity. 

Ob  motion,  by  Ms.  Martim,  that  the  question 
be  now  taken  on  the  propositions  generally, 

A  motion  was  maoe  for  the  prerions  question! 
to  wit :  Shall  the  question  be  now  put  on  the  fol- 
lowing preliminary  resolutions? 

ftwW>  That,  io  all  aqwaanfatjTe  GoreitiMntt. 
AaBflvnaantativaaannppmsiHa  thov  condacs  to 
their  wwatitaant^  who  aia  antillad  to  sBflh  Vt*Tiwrita. 
that  a  disCTimination  aad  jasfeaftiBatebe  aiadntbiawf 

Rttotvtd,  That  the  Seaate  of  the  Vnitad  8tat««,  be* 
ing  the  Repraantatzvea  <tf  the  SarerMfntiM  of  4ie  in* 
dirtdnal  Statea,  whoae  bases  ia  the  paoide,  owe  ewal 
reipouibiK^  to  die  powera  by  which  they  are  appcunt- 
ed,  aa  if  that  body  were  derived  immediately  from  the 
peo^  and  Oat  ^  qneettons  and  debates  antidg  there- 
•pon  bi  ttdr  Legiriatrre  and  JudSdaiy  capad^,  ou^ 
lobe  pobtte. 

Aeao&ed;  That  the  mode  adopted  by  the  Senate  of 
fMiahtav  thatr  joBraals,  and  extracte  from  them,  tn 
■awMa^en^isBot  adequate  to  the  purpoae  of  cucbhtbiff 
aattafactmr  infoimatiim.  While  die  prindiHee  add  de* 
MtM  of  tlM  indMdnl  BHuben  aivwiddteld  ftom  pub- 
Kenaw.HMOMiKlityiatevye^  «M.MiihaHib- 
iMlity  ef  dM  dalibeationa,  VOdU  he  iwtored ;  tha  Oott. 
Mitnlkaia]  powers  of  the  Senate  besome  aura  fanporte^ 

bans  n«*  MoMtial  owa  edw  hnaah  aC  die 
l^pdatm;  abnsa  of  ppwn,  sMUdnfaiMlraiiott  of 
wee,  more  eaailr  detected  and  oonected ;  jfalnnnieat 
lUnc  in  the  paUie  mind  from  seoet  lq[iilatioa,  pre- 
noted ;  and  greater  confidence  placed  by  onr  fellow* 
cstisnie  in  the  National  Gevenuaant,  by  wUph  their 
fivea,  bbeitiee,  and  piopertiea,  are  to  be  aecured  and  pre- 
lected : 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  poatpoae  th«  main  qneatiiKi  to 
du  next  seasion  of  Congress,  to  wit : 

*' Aenfced;  That  it  be  a  standing  nrie  dnt  the  doers  (rf" 
the  Senate  Chamber  remain  apen  while  the  Senate  ehdl 
be  sitting  in  a  Legidatiie  and  Jodteiwr  eapa<%,  az- 
en  raah  oceaaona  as  ia  dmr  ^vAt^aatmaf  i»- 


\  iMllUsnda  ttumaiceam 


ft  passed  in  the  attimfttiYe--yea9  14,  nays  1% 

as  fdlows: 

Tbai*— Messrs.  Bradford,  Bradley,  Cabot,  Ellsworth, 
I^ter,  Frdinghnyflao,  lasrd,  Langdon,  livennore, 
Mitdiell,  Morria,  Rndi^fiird,  Stnuig,  and  Vfajng, 

NATS^Meana.  Brown,  Burr,  Butler,  EdwaiS^  Gal- 
hdB,  qaan.  gawhjni. farfcaon.  King,  Mutia,llMM 
Potts,  and  Tayhn. 

The  Sepate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  aafhoriZiiv^and  directing  the  settWment  of 
the  accounts  oTMajor  Oeneru  Lafatbttb i  an^ 
having  amended  the  same,  the  \ffL  was  wdf^  V9 
a  third  reading. 

,  On  motion  to  recoitsider  the  fdUowiBg  motfon, 

to  wit:  .        .         m  ^ 

*'JUiehedt  That  itbeaatandingralethatthedooM  of 
the  Senate  CbaakberiUMini^Bn  while  die  Senate  Aall 
ba  sttling  hidS  Legislative  «nd  Judieiary  eqiaci^,  «x« 
cc^  dm  such  oGcanons     in  their  iud^neal,  may  ia> 

1"""  t— T ;  -rrl  iTi't  iVin  mlir  nrmm wwi  nn  ikg 

It  passed  in  the  affinnatlve— yeas  17^  nays 
as  foUOWB: 

YKi.B^Me8srs.  BraAsyy  Brown,  But,  Bntler,  Bd' 
waads.  Paster,  Oallalui,  Gttan.  HawUM,  Jaekaon,  B»ig, 
Lantdqn*  Uaamntsi,  Martin,  Monioi^  PMta,  and  Tayu 

NaTh— Mean  BiadfiMd»  Oabat,  IMsiiuiih,  Wwrn 

hngha^  iHid,  IfitcMk  MMpRaiiMted,  Slnnti 

and  Vmiagt 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  motioa  lut 
reconsidered.  »s  Ibllawi ; 

"  Stetotxdt  That,  stAet  the  end  of  the  preeent  aeadon 
of  Goagrses,  and,  so  aoon  as  eoltable  gderiea  shalt  be 
Mpvided  the  Saaat*  CmMUMv,  dM  said  gafioiea  4kd 
be  permitted  to  be  ^lened  evei^iBandng,  so  long  asdw 
Senate  shall  be  eng^ed  in  their  Legi^tive  capacitf, 
nxdessin  sacj^oaeesaeiBayln  the  mdnion  Of  the  Smule 
requira  aeqwqr,  altar  wfaich  the  said  geUwiaa  dutt  be 
cloaed: ' 

And,  after  delMs,  the  Qeutea^iooned. 

Thubsbat,  February  20. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eonaideiatBDn  of  the 
wotian  made  yesterday,  to  emend  On  motion  then 
reconsidered,  respecting  Ihe  D|»eDiag  the  doors  oS 
the  Senate  Chamber  whilst  sitting  in  a  I^cgialav 
tire  eapfteity. 

On  motion  to  ciunniit  the  motion  fbr-«mead» 
ment,  it  passed  ia  the  neg^ra. 

On  motian,  that  the  )iWfftdmMC  be  agreed  t^ic 
paased  in  the  affinoMtiT^-^ynns  1&  n»ya  9,  at  fbb- 
lows.: 

TasB^Mearts.  Bradley,  Brown,  Denrr,  Butler,  Bd- 
wavds,  BHswomh,  Foster,  Oann,  BFnrkinB,  Jackson, 
Khig,  Langdra,  Ltvomoie,  Mnlia,  MiMuee,  PMti^ 
Tavkr,  and  Vimag. 

NAss^Meaaia  Biadfci^  Oabot,  FnHaghnnMi, 
GalMa^  Iwd,  HitdMb  Mbnli,  BallMiflm^  and 
Strrag* 

On  dutaen  to  adopi  the  rasoAutioii,  amenttod  as 
follows: 
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"Stemlmt,  Th»t,  iftar  flw  aad  of  lh>  pywrt  ■iiMinn 
of  GougroM,  and  m>  Mmn  u  nutaUe  gdlerin  AM  be 
ntvndsd  finr  the  Senate  Cbunber,  the  ttid  galleriee  ihell 

be  penuitted  to  be  opened  every  moming,  so  long  u  the 
Senate  •hell  be  engaged  in  theiz  IjegislatiYe  capacity, 
nulew  in  such  cases  as  may,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Sen- 
ate Tcquire  secrecy,  after  which  the  aaid  gaUeiiea  shall 
hedowd.-" 

It  passed  in  the  affirmfttiTe— jeas  19,  nayb  8,  as 

follows: 

TiAs^Messrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Bmr,  Bntler,  Ed- 
wards, EUswmth,  Foster,  Oallatin,  Gonn,  Hawkins, 
JaefcaMi,  Kmg,  I«aiigdon»  Iiivenntnvt  MaitiBf  Monroe, 
Potto,  Taylor,  and  Vioiiig. 

NATs^Measn.  Bfadfiiid,  Oabot,  Frefin^uyaeu, 
bsrd,  Mitdien,  MMris,  RaUMifiird,  andStnoig. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  RepreseDtatires 
i&fonnedthe  Senate,  that  the  Hoase  nave  passed  a 
IhH,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  remission  of  the  duties 
arising  on  the  tonnaee  of  sundry  French  ressels 
which  hare  taken  refuge  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
States  3"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  the  fim  time, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

JlMoitwd,  That,  on  a  motion  nade  and  aeecnded 
to  shut  the  doon  of  the  Braate,  on  Uie  dinQMsion 
of  any  business  which  may,  in  the  opinion  of  a 
member,  require  secrecy,  the  President  shall  direct 
the  ^lery  to  be  cleared ;  and  that,  dorias  the  dis- 
cussion of  such  motion,  the  doors  shall  remain 
shut. 

Ordered,  That  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  in 
addition  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  States,  as  reported  (0 
be  amended  by  the  comnuttee,  be  lh»  oioer  of  the 
day  for  Tueatiay  next. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
resumed  the  consideration  of  therepcwt  of  the  com- 
mittee on  (he  petidoD  of  Conrad  L^iib,  and  others, 
respecting  the  election  of  Mr.  Gallatin  to  be  a 
Senator  of  the  United  States. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  sutes  the  CTi- 
dence,  and  eonelodes  with  an  opinion,  that  tocon- 
troTert  the  id^gationK  set  forth  in  the  petition 
against  Mr.  O.,  it  lays  with  him  to  prove  hif  citi- 
zoishipi 

-  Accordingly,  Mr.  O.  presented  a  written  state- 
ment of  facts,  which  the  Prbbidbnt  of  the  Senate 
read.  It  contained  «  narratiTe  of  semal  transac- 
tioM  from  the  time  <rf  Mr.  0.*s  aniral  in  the  Pro- 
Tinee  of  Maine,  or  MasaaohasettB,  about  thirteen 

J ears  ago.  Of  his  baring  contributed  bymoney  and 
n  own  serTices  as  a  volunteer,  in  the  eause  of  the 
Revolution.  Of  his  having  taken  oaths  of  alle- 
^nce  and  purchased  Unds  in  that  Stale,  and  aSra 
in  the  State  of  Virginia.  In  the  back  pnts  of  the 
last  mentioned  Slate,  be  had  formed  an  interest- 
ing settlement,  and  had  been  extremely  useful  in 
bringing  settlers  from  Europe.  The  dates  of  those 
transactions  and  times  of  his  arrival  in  Penasyl- 
Tania,  and  of  being  sent  to  the  State  Convention, 


[FBBKCAnV,  17M. 


an  abo  recited,  np  to  die  time  of  he  being  chosen 
one  of  their  Representatives  in  the  Senate  of  the 
Utiited  States. 

After  the  PaEnmnfT  had  done  reading  tife  state- 
ment of  facts,  Mr.  Q.  addressed  the  Senate,  by  ob- 
serving, that  he  felthiauelf  rather  in  an  awkward 
predicament,  not  knowing  whether  the  eoimsel 
for  the  prosecutors  or  hmiself  were  the  proper 
persons  to  speak  the  first,  as  this  preliminary  was 
not  yet  laid  down  by  the  Senate,  neither  had  he 
provided  any  counsel.  He  should  hare  supposed 
liimself  in  the  situation  of  defendant,  were  it  not 
that  the  weight  of  proving  theaffirmative  in  regard 
to  citizenship  hail  beoi  laid  on  him,  under  which 
predicament  it  might  perhaps  be  necessary  fox  him  - 
to  begin,  and  af^er  the  counsel  for  the  petitioners 
had  spolten,  that  he  should  then  be  allowed  to 
close  the  arguments. 

Mr.  LivEBMOBE  was  of  opinion,  that  the  sittin|; 
member  should  begin  the  debate,  as  the  onus  pnh 
bandi  lay  with  him. 

The  counsel  for  the  petitioners,  Mr.  Lewis, 
rose.  He  was  attended  by  Mr.  Schmyser,  one  of 
the  members  of  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania,  who, 
we  understand^  manages  the  prosecution  on  the 

Ert  of  the  petitioners.  Mr.  L.  hoped  he  would 
permitted  to  say  a  few  words  in  the  early  stage 
df  tne  business,  in  regard  to  the  manner  of  con- 
ducting it.  He  recapitulated  sundry  offices  and 
posts  m  honor  that  had  been  conferred  on  him, 
from  which  he  humbly  presumed  he  had  gathered 
much  experience,  and  particularly  in  cases  of  Con- 
tested ELectioBs.  He  would,  therefore,  beg  leave 
of  the  hmorable  Senate,  to  offer  an  observation 
before  they  shouM  determine  on  the  mode  of  con- 
ducting die  trial  When  the  question  for  post- 
ponement, which  was  debated  die  other  day,  was 
before  them,  the  sitting  member  did  then  consider 
himself  as  defendant,  and  for  an  hour  had  fought 
phantoms  of  his  own  imagination,  hut  now  he  haq 
changed  his  ground,  and  desires  to  have  the  privi'' 
leges  which  belong  to  the  petitioners  only,  namely, 
the  right  of  opening  the  prosecution,  and  afterwards 
concluding  tne  arguments. 

Mr.  Gaj,latin  submitted  to  the  deoiaioa  of  the 
Senate,  and  said  he  did  not  widi  to  costend  for 
mere  matters  of  form. 

Mr.  Mabtih,  from  N.Carolina, thooghtitinnna- 
terial  who  he|^  or  concluded,  if  in  the  end  the 
Senate  shoold  be  enabled  to  arrive  vt  a  just  de- 
gree of  information. 

Mr.  JAcnoN,  from  Georgia,  made  some  obser- 
vations on  the  manner  of  conducting  the  business. 
He  thought  it  would  be  incumbent  on  the  counsel 
for  the  p^itioners  to  prove  that  Mr.  Oallatim  was 
not  a  citi2en,  Ac. 

Mr.  Kiif  o,  from  New  York,  and  some  other  gen- 
tleman of  the  Senate,  said  a  few  more  words  on 
the  motion ;  it  was  agreed  that  the  sitting  member 
should  begin. 

Mr.  Qallatih  accordingly  roee  and  recapitu- 
lated the  facts  stated  in  the  written  paper  iniidi 
he  had  presented  to  the  PRaamBNT,  commenting 
on  each  of  them  as  he  proceeded.  He  proved  that 
he  had  been  an  inhabitant  of  the  United  States  for 
thirteen  yean,  and  was  one  befwc  the  Peace  of 
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Conte§t*d  Election  of  Mr.  GaOatin. 


1783,  and  before  the  Confederation.  He  quoted 
the  laws  prerious  thereto  respectinj^  aliens,  and 
■Ibo  the  British  statutes^  and  He  matntained  that 
ihsywewaUdoneaway^^Renilatioik.  Hecon- 
cared  hinuelf  a  dtizen  in  eonuium  with  the  other 
dtbEens  of  the  United  States,  trom  die  time  of  his 
first  qoalifyinff  after  his  arrinl  and  attatdiment  to 
the  eovBtrf.  He  concluded  by  saying,  he  would 
lescrre  the  remainder  of  his  ddence  tmtil  after  he 
should  hear  the  eonnsel  on  behalf  of  the  petitioners. 

Mr.  Lewis  commenced  his  meech  by  obserring, 
that  he  ai^seared  there  on  behuf  of  Conrad  Laub, 
and  other  respectable  men,  who  com|dained  of  the 
nne(Histitati<xiality  of  admitting  Mr.  Gallatin  to 
a  seat  in  the  Senate.   He  was  glad  to  find,  by  the 

Entteman's  expressiont,  that  the  ground  <h  debate 
d  been  narrowed  into  so  small  a  ctnnpass,  ud 
he  would  therefore  take  him  up  frran  the  argu- 
ment where  he  had  left  off  speakinff,  that  of  his 
being  a  citizen  in  commm  oi  the  United  States, 
from  the  time  oi  his  qoalifyiBg  in  Massachusetts 
«  Tiiginia.  But  in  Virginia  two  oaths  ue  required, 
and  they  must  ha  takin  in  a  Court,  not  before  a 
lfagistrat&  to  entitle  a  man  to  citizenship.  He 
omst  also  be  possessed  of  a  certain  quantity  of  pro- 
ftrtf  and  be  a  resident  for  two  years.  It  apiMears  Mr. 
CL  aid  not  remain  in  Virginia  more  titan  two 
months.  [Here  Mr.  Lewis  read  the  law  of  Vir- 
cinia  <^  the  30th  October,  1783.]  On  this  law  Mr. 
Ij.  argued  that  Mr.  Q.  had  not  gone  through  the 
necessary  qualifications  to  entiue  him  to  citizen- 
diip  there ;  and  he  obserredj  that  headmired  the  gen- 
demand  candor  in  not  insisting  on  it  here.  In  this 
State  he  had  certainly  not  qualified  himself  agree- 
aUr  to  die  law.  Under  these  circumstances,  Mr. 
L.  for  his  part  could  Dever  admit  of  the  gentle- 
man's rifl^  to  citizenship  so  iar  back  as  to  entitle 
him  to  the  snfiage  of  a  vote  foi  a  seat  in  the  8e- 
ttUbeb  Ac. 

The  miaehieTons  einueqnaiees  of  permitting 
snoh  innovations,  he  refvesanted  in  strong  terms; 
and  he  called  to  the  recollection  of  the  Senate,  the 
oondnet  of  ancient  and  modem  QoTemments  on 
diis  question.  One  of  the  ancient  Republics  made 
it  death  for  an  alien  to  intermeddle  m  their  poli- 
ties. The  seudmoits  (tf  antiauitf ,  and  those  of 
■aen  in  modan  days,  proved  Uie  justice  of  these 
eonehisiais. 

With  regard  to  the  arguments  of  the  ^enUeman 
respectingliis  being  entitled  to  be  a  citizen  of  the 
UniOD,  or  of  any  indiridual  State  of  it,  because  he 
bad  qualified  himself  to  be  citizen  of  one  of  them, 
Mr.  L.  said,  was  a  mere  bubble,  for  surely  the 

SnUeman  was  not  one  of  the  mass  of  citizens  at 
e  accomplishment  of  Independence. 
The  doctrine  of  the  old  law,  wliich  thetgentle- 
,  Bu  says  was  done  away  by  die  Rerdotioikia  le- 
meet  to  aliens,  may  hare  been  so  with  renidf  to  the 
Btilish  King;  k  was  still,  boweru,  riitnuly  in  foroe 
afpuBMt  -the  geademan.  But  supposing  it  to  be 
done  away,  how  do  the  Constitutions  of  the  dif- 
ferent States  stand  on  this  head?  Is  it  not  im- 
plied by  all  of  them,  that  certain  oaths,  residenoe, 
and  property,  make  the  requisites  to  fona  citiiea- 
1  In  Massaehnsetts^  a  foreigner  is  ntA  a  citin 
can  withoot  be  eompUes  with  those  termsi  .{Hera 


he  quoted  p.  70  of  the  small  rolume  of  the  Laws  of 
Massachusetts.  He  also  cited  the  act  in  iaror  of 
John  Jarris  and  others;  ajao, p.  104  of  the  same 
book,  and  p.  191  and  193.1  Phmu  these  he  main- 
tained, that  no  such  wild  idea  was  ever  ccntem^ 
plated  by  either  die  law  of  Massaehusetts  m  ¥ir- 
nnia,  as  to  admit  foreigners  orpeismis  friMB  odur 
States  tocitizenshipfimmediatnytm  their  entmnoe 
within  their  limits. 

The  situation  of  the  sitting  member,  with  re- 
spect to  the  Constitution  Imd  lawsof  Pennsylrani^ 
he  had  little  doubt  was  similar  to  what  he  had 
mentioned  in  regard  to  the  other  States,  although 
he  would  not  assert  it  as  a  fact.  [He  read  the  ^d 
section,  and  also  in  p.  43  of  the  Law  of  PennsylTa- 
nia,  13th  of  March,  17^,  a  proviso  which  contains 
some  precautions  requiring  records  to  be  kept  by 
the  Master  of  the  R(m1b  of  the  persons  admitted  to 
citizenship.]  The  same  princitde  pervades  aH 
the  States  as  well  as  it  does  the  Coasritntion  of 
the  United  States.  The  absurdity  of  ajpalviog  it 
in  any  other  Muse,  was  severely  pictured  hy  lir. 
L.,  and  to  admit  the  idea  adrcaeed  by  the  stttii^ 
member,  was  as  inadmissible  as  h  was  nord.  In 
support  o{  what  he  wished  to  impreM  on  the  minds 
of  the  Senate,  Mr.  L.  quoted  the  1st  voL  of  the  Jour- 
nals of  Congress  m  1774  and  1776,  >  S8  and  99. 
He  then  recurred  to  BlatkttOM,  toL  1,  p.  6A, 
and  69 ;  also  73  and  79. 

It  was  not  his  intention  to  quote  the  Parliamen- 
tary Laws  of  England  in  support  of  any  thing,  but 
such  parts  of  their  Common  Law  as  could  be  got 
over.  That  Common  Law  of  Gndand  which  was 
imported  by  our  ancestors,  and  handed  down  to 
them  by  the  People,  not  the  Parliament.  The  Peo- 
^e  had  made  the  Common  Law,from  time  to  time. 
The  Saxons,  NtHrmao^  dbe.,  were  all  ctmeemed  in 
making  and  improving  it,  audi  it  had  BuOf 
reached  that  d^free  of  perfectiott  in  which  it  was 
{pvea  to  tts  by  our  aneeatov^  and  it  vas  foauM 
m  wisdom  and  justice. 

Mr.  L.  next  qoutcd,  first  Bioeftatone,  403,  which 
was  one  of  the  British  laws  that  had  never  been 
admitted  in  this  country,  and  which,  he  hoped, 
never  would,  viz :  that  wherein  the  distinction  is 
drawn  b^Wecn  the  Comrnmer .  and  the  Peer,  an 
oath  be^  required  of  the  Commoner,  upon  all 
occasions,  and  no  moce  than  "tipon  nw  Aonor," 
from  a  Peer,  except  in  giring  endenee  u  oivil  or 
criminal  trials. 

Mr.  L.  concluded,  by  saying  that  the  difficulties 
wliieh  stood  between  Mr.  Gallatin  and  his  seaL 
were  insurmountable  and  could  not  be  renunred 
widiout  showing  a  law  of  Massachnset^^  Vi^iniaj 
Ae^  repeaUng  moae  laws  in  regard  to  the  qnalii- 
oation  of  dtizais^  i^eh  he  had  mentioned,  Imt 
wldeh  r^»eal  he  was  certain  did  not  exist  He 
dierefore  stated,  that  to  insist  upon  the  gende- 
maa's  right  to  a  seat,  was  both  novel  and  absurd. 
These  were  his  c^iimona^  which  he  had  given  in 
a  perfecdy  extempore  way,  not  having  be«i  allow- 
ed time,  nor  expectiag  to  meet  the  sohject  on  the 
new  ground  which  it  had  this  day  taken  in  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Oallatim  said,  he  would  pledge  himself  (o 
die  Senate,  to  fn/n  that  the  gnmnds  of  his  aqg*' 
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ncBk  feai  his  eonstnuiiin  of  the  ConfUetation 
and  laws  of  the  States, 'ms-Dcitheraord  mw  ab- 
Mud,  except  in  'its.  L.'8  constractton  of  them,  but 
had  been  admitted  in  many  hutaiMes.  Howerer, 
«B  the  Common  Law  of  ifng^nd  was  nowintto- 
4ueed  far  Mr.  which  was  new  ground  to  him, 
nod  as  Uie  hour  of  adjomiment  was  nearly^  ap- 
prcaehing)  he  woold  beg  leave  to  mahe  his 
tomorrow. 

On  motsoa,  the  foither  eoBsideracion  of  this 
flu^ieet  was  poB^ooed  imtU  to^nocrow. 


FaiDAT,  Febmarf  21. 

The  bffl  sent  from  die  House  of  RcpresentetiTes 
tat  oQUCuncenee,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  remis- 
nm  of  the  dnties  arising  on  thebMin^  ra^try 
Frenefa  ressels  which  liaTe  taken  xefiige  in  the 
forta  trf"  die  United  States  f  was  read  the  second 
time  and  lefored  to  Messrs.  Cabot,  Bobr,  and 
LANOBcni,  to  connder  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  Vicn  PMairamr  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
eonunmiieatimi  from  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  stating  certain  dcKcts  in  the  act 
paased  at  the  last  session  of  Qooffressj  entided  "  An 
act  to  regulate  the  claims  to  mvalid  PensicMis 
"•Aieh  wu  Mad  and  anlered  to  lie  fer  con^lenr 
ticni. 

CONTESTED  KLECnOK 

AgieeaUy  to  the  order  f  he  day  die  Senate 
Msuked  the  eoneidenlUHi  of  the  zeport  ti[  the 
eommittee  on  the  petitiai  Conrad  Idunb,  md 
«thei%  Mspee^  the  electiOB  of  Mr.  Oalutih  to 
be  a  Senator  of  the  United  Suites. 

Mr.  Gallatin  oommenced  his  defence  by  lay- 
iag  down  the  principles  m  -vriueh  he  intended  to 
aigoe.  His  was  a  rery  serious  situation,  for  a 
Mtsm  to  be  placed  in,  who  had  been  so  long  in 
America,  and  who  had  minglsd  with  the  inhabi- 
lants  in  the  oommon  oaose,  that  he  ^ould  after- 
wards  be  called  before  ao  soWm  a  tribunal,  widt 
An  iatendon  t»  wrest  from  him  his  right  of  citizen* 
ah^  He  eoofsBsed,  that  on  this  oocadon  his  feel- 
ings Vtre  deeply  mteiested,.  particularly  as  the 
IHHUfi  of  the  counsel  for  the  prosecu!Uua  was  eo 
ftmonal,  and  went  not  only  i«  deny  him  a  seat  in 
th«  Steate  of  the  United  States,  but  eren  to  ct»- 
test  his  citizenship,  and  denounce  him  as  beang 
yet  an  alien. 

This  vae  a  matter  of  ccnseqnenoe  to  uuiy 
thonauds  as  w<eU  as  himself,  who  have  loi^  co>- 
vdered  thenueWes  u  possession  t^all  the  privfc- 
llge  of  denizens,  and  yet  may  be  delved  of  tbehr 
rights,  if  dw  dootrinee  of  die  eoonad  for  die  pro- 
ateuton  shovM  obtain  any  sanctien  ftom  the  tody 
^o  were  new  to  judge  of  its  merits. 

Mr.  O.  entered  mto  a  series  (rf*  observations  on 
dke  various  poinis  of  kw,  dbc,  which  had  been 
•ddtajed  by  Mr.  Lawis,  and  he  particularly  re- 
marked, dMrf  the  Common  Unrxsf  SoglaBd  wasen- 
titely  inapplicafale  to  the  sufajeet  nn^  considera- 
tim.  He  read  the  laws  of  Virainia  respecting 
aaMnlitatioiL  &c«  from  which  1«  insifited  that 
]»ludkngabu»  beeemea  eitinnsf  the  United 


States.  He  also  qtuted  1st  iNocfotone,  p.  374^  and 
Vomer's  Abridgvunt,  vol.  ii.  ^  366,  reneeting  the 
dillerent  accepcatious  of  denucn  and  citizea,  aUd 
he  went  back  so  fu'  as  the  British  statutes  in  1740, 
to  show  the  intentiiHL  of  the  old  Oovemment  was 
to  naturalize  all  persons  who  would  go  and  reside 
in  the  Colonies.  He  next  mentioned  the  act  of 
Pennsylvania,  of  81st  ctf  Auguiit,  1778,  and  eom^ 
mented  oa  the  prineipleB  genemlly  mtertained  by 
most  writers  on  the  su^ects  of  allegiance  and 
citizenship.  Black$t<me,  2616,  Ac. 

An  alien  is  a  man  bom  oat  of  the  allegiance  of 
the  King.  But  allegiance  in  England  is  not  an 
eUegiance  to  the  country  or  to  society,  as  it  is 
understood  in  this  cotmtry. 

in  order  to  eiplain  the  nrinciide  of  reciprocity, 
ha  obserrcd,  thai  when  the  two  erowns  of  Bng>- 
land  and  Scotland  were  united  under  James,  the 
inhabitants  of  Scotland  became  naturalized  in 
EiaglaQd,  as  ii  they  had  been  naniral-t>om  subjeott 
of  mat  country.  The  allegiance  in  Britain  was 
personal  to  the  King,  and  it  has  there  this  remai^ 
aUe  quality,  that  by  the  British  laws  allegiance 
can  nerer  be  shaken  off. 

This  countiy,  before  the  Revolution,  owed  aUn- 
fiance  to  the  Kutff,  but  that  eras  destroyed  bf  die 
Declaration  of  Independence,  and  then  the  mhw- 
bitaots  o£  die  Sutes  became  mutnidty  citiaens  of 
erery  State  reeiprooallr ;  and  tbey  continued  ao 
until  sneh  time  as  the  Sutes  made  laws  of  tbei^ 
own  afterwards  respecting  naturalization. 

As  soon  as  separate  Qovemmenls  existed,  alle- 
giaoce  was  due  to  each,  and  here  the  altegpanct 
was  a.reidity,  it  was  to  the  Oovemment  and  t» 
soeiety,  whereas  in  Britain  it  is  merely  fiodtiou^ 
being  only  to  one  man. 

Every  man  who  took  an  active  part  in  die 
American  Rerolution,  was  a  citizen  according  t» 
the  great  laws  of  reason  and  of  nature,  and  when 
aftennnU  positive  laws  were  mad^  they  were 
retroqieetive  in  remrd  to  persons  under  this  »»■ 
dioament,  nor  did  mose  posterior  lliws  mvalioata 
the  rights  which  they  enjt^  under  the  Cmftde^ 
raticm. 

Mr.  Q.  here  mentioned  his  having  been  an  in- 
habitant of  Massachusetts,  bdbre  October^  1780, 
uid  he  also  observed,  that  the  law  passed  m  that 
State  was  decisive  against  the  Common  Law  of 
Bn  gland  I 

In  quoting  the  kws  of  l&ssaehueelts,  whiek 
were  passed  in  1785,  audaftwwarda^for  natwaU*- 
iw  John  Qardner,  and  Junes  B&utuk)  he  remaAi- 
etfthatthey  elearlv  imptied  that  even  a  natural 
bom  sulnect,  who  had  not  acted  in  the  Revela- 
tion, and  an  absentee,  Was  not  entided  to  citizc»- 
shipk  He  likewise  took  notaee  of  the  case  of  Mr. 
WiLUAU  Smith,  (rf*  South  Cardina,  against  whoet  « 
election  as  a  Reiwesentativc  in  Congress,  a  peti- 
tion was  presented  by  Doctor  Ramsey,  althoi^ 
the  decision  of  Sooth  Carolina  on  that  subject  wna 
exacdy  the  reverse  of  Massachusetts. 

bx  Bpeakibg  of  the  difieulties  that  occurred  in 
e^lalniog  the  terms  citizen  and  alien,  he  ran  over 
a  nambes  of  cases,  and  asked  whether  if  a  person 
had  arrived  in  the  United  States  durinr  the  wni, 
frocb  |fonlrScotU^  or  cbesrhere,aiid  had  taken  an 
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«etiv«  put  aniUM  the  eam%  ironld  he  not  be 
better  entided  to  the  rwkt  of  a  citizen,  than  <t«o 
thoie  who  afterwards  ciA«»ibed  to  the  acts?  The 
counsel  for  the  prosecutors  had  admitted  that  a 
pCTaon  who  liad  been  one  of  the  mass  of  the  peo- 
l^e^  at  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  was  a 
citisen.  On  the  same  principle,  until  a  law  passes 
to  disprove  that  a  man  who  was  active  in  the  Re- 
iKilation  previous  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  was  a 
citizen,  he  must  be  dne  xpto  facto. 

Mr.  G.  next  read  a  quotation  from  the  Ist  vol. 
of  Ffbodison,  p.  3S3,an  English  writer,  who  ac- 
knowledged that  all  persons  were  aliens  at  the  re- 
cc^uititmof  ladependence,andthat  isamorellber^ 
cmstruction  than  die  counsel  for  the  petitioners 
would  admit  o^  for  bf  his  construction,  our  sailors, 
ttc^  oiu'ht  to  be  naturalized,  lest  diey  be  alarmed 
Iqr  the  British. 

iThe  new  Constitution  the  United  States  re- 
quires certain  qualifications  for  members  of  Con- 
^ress,  but  It  does  not  deprive  persons  of  dieir 
rights  who  were  actually  cituens  before  this  Con- 
stitution was  ratified  tnat  made  die  States  die 
United  States.  Ther  were  united  by  consent  be- 
fore, and  ccHUE^scMfy  he  was  eoe  of  the  people  be- 
£we  the  United  States  existed. 

He  went  on  to  read  from  the  Constitution  of 
Maasachuaett^  and  several  other  States,  sundry 
clauses  in  support  of  his  reasoning,  and  recapitulat' 
ed  the  several  heads  Mr.  L.'s  arguments,  to  each 
of  which  be  replied. 

Bdi.  G.  said,  that  Mr.  Lewis  was  unfortunate  in 
producing  the  law  of  Pennsylvania,  for,  by  proving 
too  Bu^  he  had  proved  notlung^  for  the  42d  see. 
<rf  the  CiMisdtiition  is  retroB|iectiTe]  and  by  ao- 
kno^edging  the  Ardclea  of  Confederadon  to  be 
the  supreme  law  oS  the  had,  pemw  wlwwere 
i«cipmllf  citiMs  befcra,  an  AiU  iaft  m  foil 
pMinwiiia  of  the  ritf ht. 

do  fir  ftont  Mf  AMgerots  coMe«tMMe»  arising 
oa  laay  eoAMruedon  of  etdzenahlp,  said  he,  I  ihini 
It  unst  be  eridoit,  that  ther«  is  more  danger  aad 
absurdity  in  the  counseFs  oWn  eonstraetlotts.  Por, 
ia  remarkiiw  ob  the  policy  of  nations,  we  find 
even  slaves  nave  been  enfranchised  by  the  great 
Republics  in  times  of  common  danger.  Tiiepolky 

America  should  be  to  make  citizenship  as  easy 
M  possible,  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  popula- 
tion; even  daring  the  mi^h  dominion  that  #as 
a  principle  laid  down,  and  afterwards  it  was 
■tteinpted  to  be  varied  \  it  is  made  cue  of  the 
priaoiMl  subjects  of  eomplaint  in  the  Dedaratioo 
oflndiepeiideBc^  where  it  u  expressly  said,  that 
the  King  endeavored  %t  prevent  ne  pomdatioK  of 
these  States,  by  having  laws  made  to  oMraet  die 
naturalization  oS  fcveigaers. 

If  there  was  any  daoaerons  eonsequenees  to  be 
apfwehended  from  the  wrmer  regoladnu  on  this 
rabiect.  they  are  all  remedied  by  the  new  Consti- 
tufton. 

Therefore,  no  lU  consequence  or  absurfity  etlfc 
foQow.  The  author  of  the  Fedaralist  svpports 
dds  ptincijile  in  vd.  li,  p.  54.  for  he  says,  that  it  tb 
%  eottstruetion  scarcely  avoidable,  that  eitisens  of 
each  of  the  States  kk  diutually  s6  in  all  of  them. 

The  first  words  in  the  ConstHudott, "  We,  the 


People,"  fbmished  another  arguiaeM  a  support  of 

Mr.  G.'s  priaciples,  which  he  tnmed  to  neat  9if 
vantage,  stiU  drawing  aa  infereaee  to  sliow  tlttt 
Mr.  Ws  construction  of  the  suUeot  was  most 
liaUe  to  diffietdtics  and  to  misenievous  .eew^• 
queBcea. 

He  ooocluded  by  i^rving,  that  if  there  wif 
any  disfitanehisiNg  elMlses  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  tending  to  d^ive  gitizena 
satecedeat  rights^  all  such  clauses  must  be  pon- 
strued  &voraoly,  and  were  erideady  o*.  his  sidk 
With  regard  to  a  senteme  that  had  been  added, 
\iy  the  adviee  of  coiuMel,  to  the  affidavit  of  Pelat- 
dab  Webster,  he  made  stmie  remarks  which  tendd 
to  eataUiA  his  own  praaonial  character,  which  he 
trtisted  would  be  found,  when  traced  back  to  hit 
nativity,  to  sttnd  the  test:  and  that  his  right  to« 
seat  in  the  Senate  would  also  stand  upon  an 
equally  just  fonndadoif. 

Mr.  Lewis  denied  having  ever  seen  the  affidavit 
of  Mr.  Webster,  until  it  was  shown  him  at  the 
time  the  cxaminatioii  before  the  Committee  was 
going  forward. 

Mr.  Gallatin  recriminated,  that  the  clause  of 
which  he  to<^  Botioe,  was  not  in  the  aiG^nt 
when  Mr.  Webster  brought  it  to  the  Ccanmit!^ 
and  that  he  had  permitted  it  to  be  aided 
great  reluctance.  It  was  only  the  recital  of  a  ^w 
words  which  passed  between  Mr.  G.  and  Mr.  W. 
in  jes^  some  years  since,  wherein  Mr.  0.  had  irotiK 
caUy  sud  his  name  was  Sidney,  probably  alluding 
to  some  essays  that  had  appeared  in  the  newspa* 
pers  under  that  signature,  which  have  been  gene^ 
rallv  attribntMl  to  the  pen  of  another  gendemaa 
in  tnis  State. 

Bfr.  Jacuok,  in  order  to  bring  the  merits  of  the 
subject  directly  before  the  Senate^  said  he  would 
move  a  resolution,  that  would  have  that  effect; 
bat  upon  Mr.  Lawia'a  observing,  that  he  had  not 
yet  dosed  his  a^ments.  and  at  the  instance  ojT 
Mr.  BoTLBR,  from  South  Carolina,  who  said  he 
wotdd  sccoad  Mr.  JAwaoir's  meiial  hereafter,  it 
was  withdrawn  for  the  present. 

CMertd^  Tkat  die  further  coosideiation  thekeof 
be  pos^oaed  until  to^eoDw. 

Saitusoay,  Febniazy  23. 

The  Yicc  PnEeiDENT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Report  from  the  SecretMy  for  the  Denrtmeot  of 
Treasury,  on  the  expediency  of  erecting  a  light- 
house on  Cape  Hattcias,  in  the  State  of  Nortel 
Carolina,  together  with  anndry  piyiers  therein  re- 
ferred to  \  which  were  read. 

Orderidy  That  this  leport,  and  the  papers  there- 
in referred  to.  be  committed  to  Messrs.  MAaTiit, 
Lahodon,  and  Kino,  to  consider  wad  repoit  tlwro- 
ttathafienata. 

COKTESTta)  BLBCWOW. 
The  Senate  resum^  the  consideration  of  the 
report  U  the  committee  m  the  petition  of  Connd 
Lauh,  and  others,  reapeiting  the  election  of  Mr. 
OaLLATiM  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  StaMa. 

The  great«rpart  of  the  dav  was  taken  op  by  Mr. 
Lewis's  {deadings^  #heir«ia  ae  eatevediato  a  very 
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OonteiUd  JBlecHm  ^  M^.  ChBatin, 


extensire  icM  of  reasomog,  and  quoted  a  ipreat 
number  of  aathotities,  in  Bayport  of  the  prinoiples 
on  which  be  had  set  oat  last  Thursday,  ana  to 
prove  that  in  the  true  sense  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  as  well  as  cd'that  of  the  State 
of  Peno^lrauta,  Mr.  Gallatin  was  not  duly 
Qualified  for  the  office  of  a  Senator,  and  therefore, 
fie  Ousted  that  the  hononAle  SenMe,  upon  mature 
wfleotfOT,  would  vacate  bis  neat. 

Bfr.  Oallatim  elosed  bis  defence  in  a  short 
speech,  wherein  be  quoted  Vattd,p.  107,  and  ex- 
aiained  the  4Sd  section  of  the  Constitution  of 
rennsyirania,  the  liberal  construction  of  which, 
he  said,  was  in  bis  favor,  and  the  construction 
contended  for  by  the  counsel,  absurd.  He  finished 
by  reading  a  passage  -from  Lord  BacofOa  works, 
to  show  that  where  there  is  any  doubt  in  the  laws, 
it  should  operate  in  favor  of  the  defendant,  and  he 
accordingly  made  no  doubt  bat  that  the  Senate 
would  validate  his  election. 

Ordered,  That  the  l^rtber  consideration  of  the 
mbject  be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

A  motion  was  made  as  follows : 

"  Retoloed,  That  Albkki-  OAiLAmir,  retomed  to  Hius 
House  as  a  member  for  the  State  of  Penn^lvania,  ia 
dolvqnaBlled  fir,  and  elected  to,  a  seat  in  flu  Senate  of 
'Ofl  United  States." 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  thismotionbe 
postponed  until  Monday  next,  and  that  a  number 
of  copies  of  the  fourtb  article  of  tbe  First  Confe- 
deration (rf*  the  Ututol  States  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

MoNOAT.  February  24. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  consideration  tbe 
motion  made  the  twenty-second  instant,  <»i  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Conrad 
Laub,  and  others,  respecting  the  election  of  Mr. 
Qallatin  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States ; 
and,  after  prwress. 

Ordered,  That  ^e  farther  consideration  thereitf 
be  postponed  until  UMnorrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepmentatiTes 
informed  the  Senate,  the  House  hare  parsed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  AppropriaticHu  for 
the  support  of  Oovemment  for  the  year  one  ^ou- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,"  in  which 
they  de^re  the  coneuxrenee  of  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PftUIDENT  OF  TBB  UhITBD  STATXA:  ■ 

■Gentlemen  of  tie  Benafef  and  ' 

of  Ae  Mbme  of  R^pmatuaitet  r 

Hu  extrada  vrflM  I  now  laj  befloe  Aom  a  Let- 
ter of  onr  Minister  at  Londota,  are  soMeiiiailaiy  to 
some  of  m;  post  conmmnieatbna,  and  it  wffl  t^^ear  to 
be  of  a  couSamtial  natnn. 

I  also  transmit  to  you  cities  of  a  Letter  from  tbaSa- 
an^mrj  of  State  to  the  Ministoi  PJanipotantiaiy  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty,  and  of  the  answer  thereto,  upon  the 
snbjeet  of  the  Tiea^  betweNi  tiie  United  States  and 
Oreat  Biltahi ;  together  wib  die  «f  m  Latter  C[iim 
Messrs.  Garmkbael  and  Shelt,  relative  to  oar  affidn 
«fth  Bpdn,  whidi  Letter  is  oonnectad  with  a  ftmer 
■  confidentiKl  Mwsafe.  13.  WASHINGTON. 

VxtTBa  Statu,  Ainwpy  S4, 17M. 


[FmcABT,  1794. 


The  Message  and  papers  therein  refened-to  waie 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 


ToESDAT,  February  25. 

The  bill,  sent  froin  the  House  of  RepresentattTes 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  making  Appro* 
priations  for  tbe  support  of  Government  for  tbe  yeai 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,"  Vas 
read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  twenty-second  instant,  on  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Conrad 
Laub,  and  others,  respecting  the  elecUon  of  Mr. 
Gallatin  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States; 
and,  after  progress, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideraticm  theret^ 
be  postponed  untU  to-morrow. 

On  motion  it  was  agreed  that  the  second  readii^ 
of  the  bill,  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  punish- 
ment of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States, 
assigned  as  the  order  of  this  day,  be  further  post- 
poned. 


WEnHBsnAT,  Febroary  26. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion,  made  the  twenty-seccmd  instant  on  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Conrad 
Laub,  and  others,  respecting  the  election  of  Mr. 
Gallatin  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  Statiea; 
and.  after  prwress. 

Ordered,  That  the  flirtfaer  consideration  thereof 
be  pos^ned  until  to-morrow. 

The  following  Message  was  reeeiTed  ftom  the 
President  or  the  United  States,  and  read: 

Gtntkmtn  of  the  Senate.- 

I  have  caused  the  ccnrantondoica,  which  is  tha  aob- 
ject  of  your  resolution  of  Uie  S4th  da^  of  Jauuaiy  laat, 
to  be  laid  before  me.  After  an  ezanunation  of  it,  I  ^- 
rectad  copies  and  tranilatiiHu  to  be  made;  exeapt  in 
thoaa  paiticDiara  which,  in  my  judgment,  for  paUU  con* 
aideratuns,  ought  not  to  be  commnnicated. 

These  oqdea  and  translations  are  now  transmitted  to 
the  Senate  i  bnt  the  nature  of  them  manifest  the  jno* 
PElBtv  of  Hum  bdng  neelved  as  confidential. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Uhitxs  States,  February  26,  1794. 

Ordered,  That  the  Messaf^  and  papers  therein 
referred  to  lie  for  eoasiderauon. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
&»  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  making  Appro- 
priati<«is  for  the  support  of  Gtovemment  for  the 
year  ooe  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  was  |K»tponed. 


Tbdbsdat,  Februarys?. 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presenaativea  for  ooncurrenee,  entitled  "A^'^t 
making  Appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninetf-iour ;"  be  referred  to  Messrs.^  Cabot. 
FBBLiNaHDTjiEH,  and  Lajiooon,  to  oonsider  ana. 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 
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The  Senate  renmied  the  consideration  of  the 
motion,  mhde  the  twenty-«econd  instant,  on  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Conrad 
Lanb,  and  others,  respecting  the  election  of  Mr. 
Gallatin  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States } 
and.  after  pi^nress. 

Ordered,  Tnat  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  poBtponed  until  to-morrow. 


FsinAT,  Februarys  28. 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  eonstderation  of  the 
SSd  instanton  the  reportof  the  committee  on  the 
petition  of  Conrad  Lanb  and  others,  respeetinff  the 
deeUon  of  Ur.  Gallatin  to  be  a  Senator  or  the 
United  States. 

And,  on  the  qnestiw  to  agree  to  the  motion,  as 
follows: 

"  lUmiived,  That  AiasKr  OALEAxnr,ietmned  to  this 
HooM  aa  a  member  tx  Ae  State  of  Peuur^rania*  if 
daly  qoalified  fin^  and  eleoted  to,  a  sei^  in  the  8enat« 
«flha  United  Statea:" 

It  paMod  in  th«  nsgatiTe— yeas  18,  nays  14,  as 

TsASi — MeaDW.  Bradlqr,  Brown,  Bmr,  BatiOT,-B^ 
wavda,  Ovnn,  Jackson,  Lang^don,  Martin,  Mtnuoe,  Ro- 
bfauon,  and  Taylor. 

NATS^Mesan.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
FMinghayaen,  Hawkins,  Izaid,  JQag,  Lrmmore,  AGtch- 
dl,  Mmiis,  Potts,  Strong,  and  Tlnin;. 

On  motion,  that  it  be 

!*  Smkeit  That  the  aLsetfam  of  Axbsbt  Oaxxatir 
te  be  a  Saudor  of  the  Umted  8t^  was  roid,  he  net 
IwviBg  bent  a  dtiaen  of  the  Udited  States  the  term  ef 
yean  teqoired  as  a  quaHftcatwn  to  be  a  Seaata:  ot  the 
tTaital  8utes:" 

A  motion  wa?  made  to  divide  the  question  at 
the  word  "void i"  and, 

On  motion,  to  aeree  to  the  first  paragvph  of  the 
motion  so  dividea,  it  passed  in  the  amrmaUve — 
yeas  14,  nays  13,  as  follows: 

TaAa^Messrs.  Bradford,  Cabot,  EJlsworth,  Foster, 
FMliaghnysm,  Hawking  Iwrd,  King,  Livennore,  Mitch- 
dl,  Morm,  Potts,  8troi«,  aad  Yining. 

NAXa^Uesm.  Bradley,  Bwwn,  Burr.  BoUer,  Ed- 
wnds,  Onnn,  JaiteMit  Langdon,  Mjurtu,  Monroe,  Ro- 
Umoii,  aad  TaylM. 

On  motion  to  adopt  the  resolattOQ  as  foUows : 
"  Saohed,  That  the  election  Albxkt  Qallatiit 
to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  was  Toid,  he  not 
hanng  been  a  dtizan  of  the  United  States  l3u  term  of 
years  icquired  as  a  qualigctfitfh  to  be  a  Senator  of  the 
United  Stales:" 

It  paased  ia  Uie  aflirmatiT^r-yeaa  14,  nays  12, 
•tibuowa: 

TaAs^r—McsBTS.  Bradford,  Cabot,  BOswordi,  Foster, 
TMinghnyten,  Hawkins,  laud,  King*  Lrrennoiey  Mitdk' 
eQ,  Morris,  Potts,  Strong,  and  Vining, 

NATe^Mflssito.  Bia£«y,  Biewn,  Bnnr,  Boiler,  Ed' 
wirds,  Ghmn,  Jadkson,  Langden;  Maithit  Momoe,  Ro- 
bioKin,  and  Taylor. 

Beaolved,  That  an  attested  copy  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate,  declaring  the  election  of  Al- 
UBT  Oallatim  to  be  Toidjbe  transmitted  bf  the 


pRaaiDEKT  of  the  Senate  to  the  Exccutire  (rf*  die 
Commonwealth  of  PennsylTania. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of 
Conrad  Laub  and  others,  above  referred  to,  and 
made  on  the  10th  instant,  is  as  follows: 

"The  Committee  of  Elections,  to  whom  was  reftned 
the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub  and  otfiers,  against  the 
eleetuni  of  the  Honordde  Albest  OAUATtir  as  a  Sana< 
tor  of  the  United  Statea  for  the  State  of  Penas^rania, 
report  i 

"  That  they  have  had  the  same  under  eonrideration, 
and,  having  giyen  due  notice,  as  weU  (he  wtitiDnen,  if 
their  agent,  Michael  Sdunyser,  as  Uit  sa!d  Mr.  Gujuii 
Tiir  appeared  before  them,  and,  on  flu?  put  onhe  patt* 
tioners,  the  following  evidence  was  produced,  to  'ni' 

"  Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  being  duly  awom,  depoieQl  : 
That,  during  die  war,  two  of  bis  son«  naot  to  oeotnm 
for  their  adoeation,  and  at  Uiat  plaee  Hkey  became  aft)^ 
quamted  wifli  some  of  the  fiiiends  of  Mr.  ADiert  OaOlt^ 
tin,  who  had  gone  for  America,  and  they,  b«ing  a/^kS- 
tons  to  hear  of  his  ssfoty,  desired  Mr.  M«ii«'s  sonitt-. 
write  to  their  fother,  to  make  Inqaiiy  mud  ^ivc  ibc  in- 
formation he  should  obtain.  That,  Eri'ijijcnily  aiicT' 
wards,  he  receired  letters  for  Mr.  <Jal!aiiri  fr'.Mii  Europe, 
which  he  dhnrays  snpposied  to  come  torn  tli>-  rH^  inle  at 
Mr.  Gallatin,  m  Genera.  He  supplied  Mi.  tiallktin 
with  money  for  a  biO  upon  London,  and  ttine  sutpeead 
the  fluids  to  pay  die  same  were  remitted  fimi  Gnieva. 
Mr.  Morris  paid  Mr.  Gallatin  about  one  thousand  gui> 
neas,  by  order  of  Messrs.  A  Co.,  bank- 
ers in  Paris,  believing  dwaysthatthey  were  reimbutsed 
from  Geneva.  Mr.  Morris  does  not  recollect  dates,  not 
hsTTi^  for  a  long  while  seen  any  of  the  letters  that 
passed  on  the  subject ;  he  does  not  know  the  ]riaoe  of 
Mr.  Gallatin's  natiTi^,  but,  from  'du  general  course  of 
the  drcnmstances  which  came  under  msobBervatiMt,be 
always  did  suppose  he  was  bom  In  Geneva. 

"  Sworn  to,  and  subscribed,  Janusiy  W,  17S4." 

"  Nathaniel  Csbot  Higginson,  Esq.,  being  defy  sworn, 
deposeth :  That  he  does  not  know  directly  anything  of 
Mr.  Gallatin's  being  a  foreigner  or  native ;  that  he  re- 
collects knowing  him  by  reputation  and  sight  at  Boa* 
ton,  in  one  of  the  yesia  1781,  I78S,  or  1788,  and  diat 
he  was  generally  reputed  to  be  a  foreigner.  This  depo- 
nent believes  that  Mr.  Gallatin  then  taught  the  Preudt 
language,  and  did  not  speak  tiie  English  with  fodhQr ; 
and  fiurtiier  recollects  Utat  Mr.  Gallatin  was  rendent 
there  or  tiiereebouts  a  consideraUe  time.  This  depo- 
nent flittiier  says,  that  he  never  had  any  eonversati<Hi 
with  Mr.  Gallatin,  but  founds  his  beli^  with  req>eet  to 
Mr.  GalUtin's  not  speaking  the  English  with  focili^, 
on  the  information  received  from  otiiera. 

"  Sworn  to,  and  subscribed,  Jannaty  SS,  \7H" 

"Mr.  John  Breakbill,  befall  duly  sworn,  tesdfiea: 
That,  last  Winter,  being  a  member  Ae  Legidatoie  of 
Pennsylvania,  previous  to  the  election  of  Senator  for 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  I  heard  Mr.  Gallatin  say  his 
dtiienship  would  not  admit  his  being  a  Senator ;  what 
Were  bis  reasons  for  making  the  declaiatton  I  cannot 
say ;  I  tdok  it,  he  did  not  wish  to  be  elected.  This  de- 
dariition  by  Mr.  GaUatin  was  made  at  a  meeting  of  a 
number  of  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature,  held 
for  die  purpose  of  agreeing  who  dunikl  be  set  up  as  a 
candidate.  71m  dOTimrot  Airther  says,  he  does  not 
coUect  Mr.  Gallatin's  assigning  any  other  reason  for  Ui 
backwardness  to  serve  as  a  Senstor,  than  the  want  of 
citizenship. 

"  Sworn  to,  snd  snbscribed,  January  S2,  1704." 
''Heniy  Kumnerer,  Esq.,  beinr  duly  swm,  teslifles : 
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Tbrntf  lart  Winter,  bung  a  nmbar  of  the  L^Uttne  of 
Pcauuylwum,  and  pnnioat  40  llw  deolian  of  BftDt 
finr  Uw  Mid  StiUe,  at  a  moetiac  of  a  number  of  Uu  nmn- 
benof  the  State  LegMlatme,  to  egree  npma  a  candidate 
to  mi  eaid  offiM,  I  hewd  Mr.  GaUatm  mjt  when  Ui 
name  vai  pn^Kteed,  •  Ae  ftr  ni^  name,  it  u  out  of  the 
({■eetion:  t  have  not  been  a  cituen  long  enough  to  en* 
title  me  to  eerve  in  that  itation.*  That,  at  a  Moond 
meeting  for  the  eeme  poipoee,  Mr.  Gallatin  was  again 
propoeed  u  a  [nxmr  person  for  a  cendidate,  and  then 
the  deponent  onderetood  (net  fiom  Mr.  Gallatiii,  but 
wme  of  the  membera  of  AmmdUj  then  pteeent,) 
(hat  the  doubt  sbovt  hie  dtiienriap  wae  then  put  to 
rights;  end  then  it  wu  almoet  aunimonelj  agreed  to 
put  Dp  Me.  Gallatin'i  name.  That*  en  the  morning 
eocceoJiag  Mr.  Gellatin'i  election,  the  deponent  heard 
it  observed,  that,  notwithstanding  Mr.  Gallatin's  eleo* 
tiou,  he  could  not  tadu  hie  seat,  m  omseqaence  of  his 
declaration  that  he  had  not  been  long  enough  a  dtixen. 
That  be,  the  aame  daj,  mentioned  this  to  Mr.  Gallatin, 
who  said  that  he  had  made  tide  dedaiation  under  a 
ffltstakni  idea,  that  it-was  secaamy  lor  }um  to  have 
beaa  nhu  yean  a  eitiien  of  Pennsvlnnia,  but  that, 
l^on  examining  the  Coaptitation,  he  had  fbimd  that  to 
IwvebeennineyeaiaacitiwBofthe  United  States  was 
sufficient,  and  that  ha  had  been  above  nine  year*  a  df 
tiseo  of  the  United  States,  or  words  to  that  eflecL 

"  Sworn  to,  and  stdwcribedr  Janoaiy  Zi,  I7M." 

"  Pelatiah  Webster,  being  duly  qualified,  testifies : 
That,  deven  yean  ago  laat  simuiUT,  I  let  my  house  in 
PhiUdalphia  to  Haiy  Lynn,  who  pn^iosed  to  tahe  lodg> 
«n;  I  reaerv«dapai«nentBfi>rn^;«el£«nd  boarded wiui 
her.  Soon  after,  Mr.  Savery  and  Mr.  Gallatin  took 
lodging*  of  her,  and  continued  a  number  of  months 
ihae. .  Mr.  Saveiy  spelu  no  EngUsh ;  Mr.  GsUatin 
atMoke  good  En^ish,  and  served  as  interpreter  for  him. 
Thfy  ^>peared  to  be  well  bred  gentlemen,  and  their 
ocmdoct  was  agreaaUe  and  conciliating ;  and  they  soon 
gained  the  esteem  and  reqwct  of  ^  fiunlty.  I  do  not 
know  that  they  ever  decland  their  cotmtty,  but  we  aH 
fll^posed  they  were  French,  and,  of  course,  the  people^ 
cnrtoms,  and  oountiy  of  France,  often  made  the  topic 
9t  fireside  chat.  In  one  of  thrae  transient  conversa* 
tion^  Mr.  Gallatin  took  occasien  to  say  that  Ids  know- 
ledge of  Frendi  afiairs  was  not  very  perfect,  for  he  was 
not  a  native  of  France,  nor  had  ever  resided  long  in  that 
•Mntiy,  hot  wae  fiom  Geneva.  No  one  interesting  cir- 
cmnelanae  made  aiqr  fiuUier  inqniij  neceasaiy,  am  do 
I  reooUoQt  that  he  lude  any  mtna  explication  vf  the 
enlyecl. 

**  N.  B.  Mr.  Gallatin  once  said  that  his  original  name 
was  not  GUlatin,bBt  I  think  he  said  it  was  Sidney,  but 
Uiis  convetaatien  was  in  dioUery,  and  not  in  earnest,  as 
I  coawetved  at  the  time  of  speaking,  from  the  manner 
end  air  <tf  his  speaking  thereon. 

"  Sworn  to,  and  subecribed,  January  28,  1794." 

**  Mr.  Smflie*  member  c£  the  Honse  of  lUpre- 
atatattvee  of  Ae  United  States,  being  sworn,  saith.  that 
Wt  a  meeting  of  enndty  members  of  the  Legislature  of 
Pennqrlvama,  previous  to  Mr.  Gallatin's  deeUon  as  a 
Senator  of  the  United  Stetes,  that  gentlema?  was  men- 
timed  as  apro[ier  person  to  ill  the  said  office;  at  which 
time  Mr.  GaDatin  started  eome  doubt  respecting  hk  be, 
Qg^o^fied,  hut  in  what  wordi  the  dement  doea  oAt 

That  the  dwonent  did  not  understand  upon  what 
the  doubt  wwa  founded,  though  he  thtnk%  from  iome- 
diing  eaid  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  that  it  related  to  Mr.  Qalla- 
tia'a  flitbenwii;^  for.  as  the  deponent  conceived  the  cen- 
venatiai  pmceeded  flmn  Oat  Und  ot  modeety  which 


gentlemen  uenaUy  foel  upon  having  tteir  nianaf  yro- 
peeed  upon  sudi  occasiwis^  he  did  not  piy  mch  atteiip 
ties  to  it:  and  Aat  his  reason  for  fonmng  this  opinion 
was.  Us  having  frequently  observed  geutiiemen  to  mako 
excnsee  in  simnar  situations,  and  from  his  knowledge  ot 
Mr.  Gallatin's  modee^  of  dirooeition.  When  being 
asked,  whether  he  ever  heard  Mr.  Gallatin  say  that  he 
had  not  beoi  a  citizen  of  the  United  Stetea  mne  years 
OTerions  to  his  election,  the  deponent  replies,  he  never 
did.  Upon  being  adted  1^  Mr.  Lewis,  couneel  for  die 
petitioners,  what  he  had  ever  heard  Mr.  Gallatin  say 
touching  his  citiMMhlp)  die  deponent  lepUee,  that  a 
OMiaidradde  time  snbaMpunt  to  Mr.  Gdalm'e  deetton, 
Mr.  GaUatfn,  m  oonvAaaliona  with  the  dej^onent,  ex- 
prewed  an  t^iinioo,  that  he  wae  modified  vnth  reraeet 
to  dtisensh^  Whet  else  did  yon  ever  hear  Mr.  Gal- 
tatiu  say  vnth  reepect  to  his  jdtiienship  1  The  depo> 
nent  aiwweri^  that  he  reooUecte  having  neard  him  say 
something  wdth  respect  to  ttie  laws  of  Massadiusetia 
not  remiiring  an  oau  of  allegiance,  at  the  time  of  Ui 
^vlng  his  ofiakn  as  aftbeaaid.  '  Did  you  bear  Mr. 
GhtlUtin  say  he  was  ban  in  Eoiopel  Thk  deponenl 
replies,  that  be  does  not  tecdlect  Mr.  Gallatin's  aa^ng 
that  he  was  bom  in  Europe,  but  fliat  he  has  beard  Mr. 
GallatiB  vaak  of  himeelf  as  a  Genevan,  memlian  his 
fomily  in  Geneva,  and  in  eonvemtions  vrith  him  hath 
dwaya  understood  him  to  be  of  Geneva!  Did^ouever 
hear  Mr.  Gallatin  mention  the  time  of  his  conung  mtQ 
America^  Be  replies,  that  he  thinks  Mr.  Gallatin,  about 
a  year  part,  mentioned  that  he  had  been  then  thirteen 
yeara  in  tbia  oountiy,  and  that  he  was  ninetera 
old  when  he  came.  Sid  you  ever  hear  Mr.  Gaflatin 
say  when  or  where  he  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  T  He 
rnOiee,  he  heard  Mr.  Gallatin  say  that  he  Code  «he  oath 
of  allegiance  in  Virginia,  hat,  as  t»  the  lime,  the  depo> 
■sat  oannot  be  meolBe,  but  he  thiidts,  if  he  can  reoU< 
lect,  that  Mr.  GaBalin  did  moitien  to  him.  thm^  h« 
eaunet  be  eastaia;  but  it  vras  not  nine  yean  beforo  ho 
was  elected.  That  the  deponent  thinki  Mx.  fiaUalha'* 
doobtt  respecting  Us  citixenship  were  founded  on  dda 
ground,  the  witness  refiling  in  this  partof  Us  testimo- 
ny to  the  meeting  before  mentioned,  when  these  doubU 
were  expreseed ;  but  be  cannot  sped^  die  time  of  BCr. 
GalUtin's  having  mentioned  to  bun  the  drcnmalanee  of 
his  having  taken  the  oath  of  anegianee. 

"  Owcvn  Ut,  and  sttbeeifted,  Janusry  M,  17M." 

''Mr.  Tlwmae  StiAeley,  being  ewom,  depaaeA  awl 
saidi,  diat,  ame  fow  days  hefcM  ft  flanator  waa  dMBOia 
for  the  State  oT^ennsylraiiia. «  aeatiag  was  had  to  fix 
OB  a  proper  person  to  r«pi«iSBt  the  State  in  diet  oAovt 
sond^  persons  were  started  as  candidatea,  atnaaig  whaaa 
was  Mi.  Gallattn,  who,  upon  his  befaig  naimsd,  ob- 
served that  there  were  many  other  persona  more  proper 
to  fin  that  office  i  and  also  observeil,  that  there  might 
be  doubts  as  to  his  dtixenahip,  though  the  deponent, 
from  Ute  length  of  time,  and  notexpe^ing  to  have  been 
called  upon,  retains  too  dight  an  ia^aeadtni  of  what 
then  pasaed,  to  be  aUe  to  recollect  die  words  with  pre- 
drion.  That,  at  a  mlia^qBent  meeting  for  dw  sbbm 
purpose,  Mr.  Gallatin  was  finally  agreed  to  be  nonai* 
natod.  and  dM  AqponantbeMtd  noel^MtiMifltatedthfn- 
u,  atifaea  by  Mn  Qdbtiii  (whe  wae  piaaam)  or  anr 
other  person. 

"Sweat to^.aiidaBhe(dbed,Febmaiy  1.1794."  . 

"The  brfoTB  lesitei  endenee  being  introduced  and 
doeed  on  die  part  ai  the  petitioners,  Mr.  Gallatifi  waa 
asked  whether  he  had  av^  toatimony  to  produce  on  hia 
pait,  to  whiclfhe  gave  the  foUowlng  answer,  hi  WTftfatg, 
to  vriti 

"  llie  committee  to  idunn  the  ptfMon  of  Cmih 


raSTOHF  OF  COKGUHai. 
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Laab,  Asc,  m«  rcAmd,  tuTisg  iefcnMdl  mo  ttat  Uw 
petitionen  had  closed  their  erideaoe,  and  «dud  me 
'whether  I  had  any  tectimoBy  to  produce  on  my  side;' 
I  answer,  diat  it  appears  to  me  that  there  is  not  suffi- 
cient matter  charged  in  the  petition,  and  proved  by  the 
tfMtimonj,  to  Tscste  my  seat ;  that,  by  me  nwolation 
■pptrintiiig  As  cMntnittee,  (Iw  'pslltioD  is  Mfcmd  to 
Amb  to  itito  fts  fitds,  'wiArat  pn|fidioa  asto  any 
qnailioiis  which  mtjf ,  Wfoa  Ae  hiwnir*  be  niied  1^ 
the  ■ttiiig  MMihiiMs  to  Ae  «Aden(T  of  A*  pMliea 
a^4heautterduv8^mtte|wtitiim;^  tlA^woitAe 
Iwariag,  and  m  the  |inaBnt  tfag»  irf  du  mbw,  thaqaas* 
tion  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  natter,  as  above  stated,  is 
raised  by  me ;  that  I  eonoaive,  from  the  evidsot  oon- 
Btraetion  of  the  resohition,  I  bare  a  right  to  have  that 
miestion  decided  by  Ate  Senate ;  that,  until  the  samb 
an«U  have  boen  decaded,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  at  the  trou- 
Ue  and  enonse  of  ""P^ftinj  evidenee  at  a  gnat  dis- 
tance; an^theiefine*  that  at  present,  I  do  not  mean  to' 
noduce  ai^  testimony,  reserving,  however,  to  myself 
UM  right  which  I  conceive  I  have  to  prodnee  any  testi- 
mony in  my  &Tor,  after  tin  saU  qnestfam  shau  have . 
been  dedM  die  Beiia»e»  in  ease  it  b  decSdad  against 
me. 

"ALBBRT  GALLATIN,*' 

"  Whidi  being  doly  read  and  considered,  the  Com* 
mittee  came  to  the  fi>Uowing  resolution,  to  wit : 

"  Whereas  the  evidence  on  tihe  part  of  the  petitionos 
hamng  beeen  dosed,  and  it  umeanng  that  Mr.  Gallatin 
was  an  alien  in  the  year  1780 ;  and  his  answer,  in 
writing,  assigning  leasons  why  he  should  not  adduce 
awidenoe  on  hie  part  in  the  present  stage  of  the  inquiry, 
not  being,  in  the  c^^on  of^ the  Committee,  sufficient. 

"  Raohed,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commfttoe,  it 
is  now  ineombtnt  on  Mr.  Gallatin  to  show  thai  he  has 
fceeente  a  dttien  of  die  United  Staler  and  when. 

"  Whkh  reselotion  bct«  raad  to  Mr.  Oayatua,  he 
iadbmed  Ae  GMnmittw  ha  Aonld  1^  an  the  aanwa 
he  had  befcre  given. 

"AH  wfaidiistespeotAI^sateHttod  tothfrhmortble 
Seuaa,  by  the  CommitMe.'* 

And  sDtijoihed  is  the  statement  offacts  exhibited 
by  Mr.  (3allatin,  andaj^ed  to  between  him  and 
the  counsel  for  the  petiticmen,  aa  mentioned  the 
20th  instant: 

"  Albert  Gallatin  was  born  at  Geneva,  on  the  29th 
day  of  Januaiv>  1761.  He  left  that  {rface  for  the  United 
Stafea  in  April  or  Mar,  1780,  anived  in  Boston  (Mas- 
aadmsetta)  w  Ae  Mm  nr  iSCh  July  of  die  same  year, 
and  has  ever  since  rended  within  the  United  States, 
bi  Octobcnr,  1760,  he  mneved  from  Boston  to  Machias 
B  die  Piovinee  of  Maine,  in  which  plaee  and  its  nejgh- 
bothood  he  resided  one  year,  and  commenced  a  settle 
mant  en  a  tract  of  vaoaut  land.  Doriiv  that  time,  he 
IbmiAed,  out  of  his  own  fends,  supplies  (amounting  in 
value  to  mofe  dwn  aix^  pounds  Massachusetts  eurren- 
ij)  to  Cdlend  Jobn  AUen.  who  was  die  commanding 
oiBeer  stadenad  dieM,  and  abe  Superintendent  of  In- 
dian  AdUkl  for  the  Butom  Department,  for  the  use  of 
the  American  troopa,  and  on  several  oocasiotu  aicted  o 
a  vcdnnleer  under  the  same  (Steer's  oommand.  For  the 
and  supplies,  he  lecs^ved,  ode  year  after,  a  wurant  on 
die  Treunuy  of  the  State  of  Massadraaetts,  which  he 
aoid  at  ■  consMmfSl ilu deyeeUdon.  InOctober,  17ei,he 
wKaiued  to  Boston  I  ana  in  the  Spring  of  1788,  waa,  by 
a  tote  at  Ibe  Os^ontion  of  die  Unnatsi^  of  Cam- 
bridge,  (othenriae  called  Hwavd  CoUage^)  dwaca  in- 
stmetor  of  ^  Frmch  bnguage  of  die  said  Uaiaenily. 


By  the  same  vote  be  wae  allowed  m  room  in  the  Col- 
lege, the  piivil^eof  the  Commons  at  the  Tutor's  table, 
the  use  of  the  Library,  and  also  the  right  of  having  his 
pay  (which  depended  on  the  voluntary  subscription  and 
attendance  of  the  students)  collected  by  the  steward  of 
the  institution,  together  with  the  oAer  charges  agaaiiet 
the  students  for  board  and  education.  Those  terms  b* 
accepted,  and  reamined  nl  diat  sution  for  die  ten  of 
eneyear.  In  Jnlr.  17«^  he  removed  to  PenniTtvaalm 
andm  KovembBvnr  dwaame  year ptooeedad to  Viag^ 
nia,  in  vrhkh  State  be  had  pmcfcaaad  naore  Aa»«na 
*'"~'"^  (rrtJ  irtirniatingt-  mTnrthan  tnn 

hondrsd  pounds  VizgiDiaonnaady  in  value,)  atmie  time 
betvreea  July  and  November,  1788.  Between  this  last 
mentioned  period  and  the  month  of  October,  1786,  be 
purchased  other  lands  in  the  said  State  to  a  very  large 
amount,  and  in  the  said  last  mentioned  month  he  took 
an  oath  of  allejpanee  to  the  said  State,  bi  DeoembaTf 
17B6,  he  pnidaiaed  the  piantation  In  Fayettoeonn^  in 
PeoBsytvania,  on  whkdi  be  has  fivad  ever  aanoe.  In 
October.  1789,  he  was  elected  member  of  the  Convene 
tion  lo  amend  the  Censtitnd(mof  Penns^vUiia,  andia 
October,  1790, 1791,  and  1798,  he  was  elected  membor 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  same  State.  On  Uu  S8th  <rf^  F«- 
bruaiy,  1793,  he  was  dhosen  Senator  to  Wftemt  Hob  said 
State  in  die  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  took  his 
seat  in  December  following.*' 

MoHUTi  Maifoh  3r 

He  CommoQicaiions  referred  to  bi  the  Bfesaltt^ 
of  the  Pbesident  of  the  United  St&tbs  of  th6. 
26th  of  February,  were  Ml  part  read. 

Ordered^  That  the  fhrther  reading  of  th«a  at 
thistime be  postpcmed. 

The  foQowiog  Meeeage  was  receired  from  the 
Prbbident  of  the  United  States: 
OcntUmcn  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Houae  of  R^pretentaHvu ! 

X  transmit  to  you  an  extract  from  a  Letter  of  Mr. 
Short,  relative  to  our  aflairs  vrith  lutein ;  and  copies  of 
two  Letters  from  our  Minister  at  LisboQ,  vrith  dieir  en* 
dosures,  containing  intelligence  from  Algiers.  Th* 
whole  of  these  oommunicadons  are  made  in  caofldfnce, 
except  die  passage  In  Mr.  fihnrf  s  LetM  tvhkh  impeela 
die  Spanish  convoy. 

O.  WA8HIN GTOH; 
UnxHi  StaVHt  JGvefc  8^  17M. 

The  Message  and  pajiers  therein  referred  to 
were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

The  petition  of  Peter  TrttEevant,  of  the  State 
of  Soutn  Carolina,  was  read,  ptaying  compensa- 
tion for  certain  goods  bought  01  Robert  Farquhar, 
and  stated  to  be  for  the  Ose  of  the  United  States, 
though  purchased  by  order  uid  Appropriated  to 
the  more  immediBte  use  of  the  Stat*  01  Oeoigia. 

Ordered,  TbBt  this  petition  Ua  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cabot  reptwtea,  from  the  oommittee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  sent  frttm  the  House 
0f  Representatives  fqr  eonc4rreiioe}  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  remission  of  the  duties  arising  on  t^t 
tODUge  of  sundry  French  Tessels  wbieii  hare 
taken  refuge  .19  the  jtorts  of  the  United  States,** 
that  this  biU  pass  the  Senate}  and  the  bill  waa 
read  the  seowid  time;  aid,  m  notioii,  ir»s  attfl 
the  tbiid  time  and  ptwcj. 
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TvBSDAT,  March  4. 

The  Senate  resumed  ifae  readiiw  of  the  Com- 
municatioiu  referred  to  in  the  S^ssue  ot  the 
PusiDBMT  or  THE  Unitso  Statbs  cu  the  26th 
of  Febmaiy }  and,  ajiter  progress,  the  further  read- 
ing thereof  vas  postponed. 

Mr.  Martim,  irom  the  eiNnmittee  appointed  on 
the  sad  of  Februarr,  to  consider  the  Report  of 
Ae  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasury 
respecting  a  li^t-honse  on  Cape  Hatteras,  re- 
Borted  a  bill  to  erect  a  light-house  on  the  head- 
hmd  and  Cape  of  Hatteras,  and  a  lighted  beacon 
on  Ocracock  Mand,  in  the  Sute  of  North  Caro- 
limt;  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

WEDNsanAY,  March  5. 

A  mass^^e  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Serate,  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "Ad  act  audiorizinga  Loan  of  cme  mdlion 
of  dollars,"  in  w^kieh  they  desire  the  coocnrrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  foltowTDg  Message  was  receired  from  the 
Pbbbident  op  the  United  States: 
OmtUmm  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Home  of  RepreaentaHvet  .■ 

The  Secretaiy  of  State  haviny  reported  to  me  upon 
the  sercral  '^p'tm*^  which  have  been  lodged  in  his 
Office,  igainit  ue  veufions  Mid  foliations  on  oar 
commerce  nnce  the  commencement  of  the  Eoiopetn 
war,  I  transmit  to  yon  a.copj  of  his  statement,  together 
with  the  dotanmits  iiptm  wnidi  it  is  founded. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

Uirim  0TATtSt  Sbrdk  B,  1794. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  tie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  readinx  of  the  Com- 
munications referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the 
Prbsidbht  op  the  United  States  of  the  36th 
<^  February  last. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a 
Loan  of  one  million  of  dollars,"  was  read  the  first 
tim&  and  ordered  ,  to  a  second  reading. 

Tne  bill  to  erect  a  light-house  ontne  bead-land 
and  Cape  of  Hatteras,  and  a  lighted  beacon  oo 
Oeraeock  Isknd,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordend,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for 
the  further  consideration  of  this  bill. 


THoneDAT,  March  6. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  Hoase  of  Repre- 
sentatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  mak- 
ing AppropriatioDs  for  the  support  of  Qovernment, 
for  the  year  1794,"  repcffted  amendments,  which 
were  read  and  adopted. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  coBeumnee,  entided  "An  act  aathoriziug  a 
UDan  of  one  mfllloa  of  ddlars,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  Measn.  Botlih,  Ca- 


bot, and  HAWEiHa,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on to  the  Senate. 


Fbidat,  M^reh  7. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  RepreseAtatives 
for  cMWummee,  entitled  "An  act  making  Af^o- 
priations  for  the  support  of  Gorernment,  for  the 
year  1794,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Keaolvedj  That  this  bill  pase  as  amended. 

Ordered.  That  the  Secretary  desire  die  con- 
currence of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  in  the 
amendments  to  this  bill. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Kino,  Lanodoh,  and 
Strong,  be  a  committee  to  join  with  such  com- 
mittee as  the  House  of  Repiresentatives  may  ap- 
point on  th^r  part,  to  consider  and  report  what 
business  is  necessary  to  he  done  by  Congr^  in 
the  present  session,  and  what  part  of  the  business 
now  depending  may  be,  without  great  inconve- 
nience, postponed  until  the  next  se!>sion;  that  the 
proceedmgs  may  be  so  regulated  as  to  close  this 
session  by  the  first  Monday  in  Aprit  next. 

A  meMue  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatiTes have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
prohibit  the  carrying  on  the  slave  trade  from  die 
United  States  to  any  foreign  place  or  country  ;** 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  limiting  the  time  for 
presenting  clauus  for  destroyed  certificates  of  cer- 
tain descnptioDs;"  in  which  bills,  severally)  Uiey 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  agamst  the  United  States,  together 
widi  the  amendments  repwted  by  the  committ«e| 
and,  after  progress,  the  AirthweoBsidecalioa  thei^ 
of  was  postponed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohiUt  Che 
carrying  on  the  slave  uade  frtnn  the  United  States 
to  any  foreign  place  or  country,"  was  read  Hm  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  hill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  ccmcurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  limiting  the  time 
for  presenting  claims,  for  destroyed  certificates  of 
certain  descriptions,"  was  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

MoiTOAT,  March  10. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  his  Excellency  Josish  Bartlett,  Qo- 
vemor  of  the  Slate  of  New  Hampshire,  enclosing 
the  remonstrance  of  the  Le^slatnre  of  that  State 
against  the  determination  ol  the  Circuit  Court  for 
the  district  of  New  Hampshire,  held  at  Exeter  on 
the  24th  day  of  October,  1793;  which  Letter  and 
papers  referred  to  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  committed  to  Messrs. 
LivBRMOBE,  Kino,  and  LAifonoN,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  eoacurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohihit  the 
carrying  oo  the  stave  trade  fron  the  United  Slates 
to  any  foreign  place  or  eoaatry,"  was  vead  the 
seeMid  time.  . 
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Ordered,  Th*t  die  farther  etmsideration  there- 
of be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Wednesday  next. 

AgreeaUy  to  the  order  d  the  day,  the  bill  to 
sect  ft  Ught-booBe  on  die  head-land  and  Cape  of 
HBttera&  and  a  lighted  beacon  on  Ocncock  Island, 
in  the  State  of  North  Carolinaf  ms  read  the  se- 
«md  time  and  amended. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

A  meince  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iafiiniMd  the  Sraate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
soita^ee  cMwor  in  the  amendments  of  the  Se- 
nate to  the  bill,  eadtfed  "An  act  making  Appro- 
priatkms  for  the  a«|^>cvt  of  QoTCnim«it,  for  the 
year  1794."  They  alio  concur  in  the  resohuion  of 
the  Senate  ^  the  7th  instant,  af^inting  a  joint 
eommittee,  and  have  aitpointed  a  committee  on 
their  pert. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  "In  addition  to  the  act  for  the  ponishment  of 
eertain  crimes  against  the  United  States." 

On  motion  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be 
dSrected  to  procure,  from  the  Secretary  for  the 
Departmoit  of  State,  the  secret  instructions  given 
to  the  Commissioners  fm  emcladmg  a  Treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  King  Sweden; 
it  passed  in  the  negative. 

After  pn^ress  in  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
hst  mentioned,  the  further  eonsideration  thereof 
at  this  time  was  poMooed,  . 

A  nassace  ftom  the  Hoase  «f  RepvtsmtatiTes 
infbrmed  the  Senate^  that  the  Hoose  cf  Repre- 
•eniatiTefl  have  passed  a  luil,  eniided  "An  act  to 
pvovide  a  Narai  Armament;"  in  wlliek  Ihey  de- 
sire the  concorrenee  t»f  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  a  sec(}ad  reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  purchase  Black- 
stone's  Commentaries,  and  Vattel's  Law  of  Na- 
ture and  Nations,  for  tne  nse  of  the  Senate. 


ToBBBAT,  March  11. 

The  bill  to  erect  a  light-house  on  the  head-land 
of  Cape  Hatteras,  and  a  lighted  beac<Mi  on  Oera> 
«>ck  luandj  in  the  State  of  North  CaroUna,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Attorney  General  for  the 
United  States  be  diMeted  to  nport  mm  the  peti- 
tion the  inhabitantB  of  GallM^polis,  \odnd  in  his 
Office  by  reference  at  the  last  sesaiim  of  Congress. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  sec<jnd  reading  of  the 
bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  ponishment  of 
eeitain  crimes  against  the  United  States;  and, 
after  progress, 

OMredf  that  the  fiotliar  ^raridemtimi  tlure- 
of  be  poetpnied. 


Wednehdat,  March  12. 

Beeolved,  That  the  PaaatDnrr  or  rm  UnmiD 
Staiwi  be  requested  to  transmit,  to  the  fihtecu- 
trres  oi  the  sevetal  States,  copies  of  the  amend- 
ment jvoposed  bjr  Congress  to  be  added  to  the 
Constitution  of  me  Un»ed  States,  respecting  the 
Judicial  power. 

Ordm^  That  the  Seeietary  denre  the  eon- 


[SfMATB. 


ourrence  o£  the  Honee  of  BepraMBtalMr«8  in  thia 

resolution. 

A  mesBue  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 

Erovide  for  the  defence  of  certain  ports  and  har- 
ors  in  the  Udited  States;"  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reaiUng  of  the 
bill,  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  punishmeqit  (rf' 
certain  crimes  against  the  United  States. 

On  motion  to  strike  out  the  7th  section  of  die 
bill,  as  follows:  .  . 

"  And  be  it  Jvrther  enacted,  H  dull  not  be  Im- 
fiillo  sell  wit^  the  United  States,  any  vewel  or  soodfi 
captured  from  a  Prince  or  State,  or  from  the  sijibjeets  or 
citiseM  of  a  Pnnoe  at  8fate,  vrith  which  the  United 
States  are  at  pieaae,  which  vessel  or  gcooda  shall  have 
been  captured  by  any  other  finvign  Pnace  or  ShUe»  or 
by  the  snlgeets  or  cttii«DS  sudi  Prinoe  or  State,  on- 
less  sudi  vessel  and  goods  diall  have  been  first  csxried 
into  a  port  or  place  within  the  teiritoiy  of  dw  Prinoe 
or  State  to  which  the  captors  belong,  but  radk  vesieli 
and  goods  shall  be  carried  out  the  Unhed  Stetes  by 
those  who  ■hall  have  broaght  them  in.  And  the  sale  et 
any  vessel  or  goods,  ptshttksd  as  afarenid,  shall  be  nU 
teriyvwd:" 

It  passed  in  the  negathre— yeas  \%  nays  IS,  a# 

follows: 

Tkab.— Messrs.  Bradley,  Biomi,  Bntlq^  Edwnds, 
Gonn,  Hawkins,  Jackson,  Langdon^  Kardn,  Mcoutos, 
Kobinson,  and  Taylor. 

NATs^Mesnrs.  Bradfiird,  Cabot,  EHswoith,  Foster, 
Izard,  King,  Livermore,  MitcheB,  Morris,  Potts,  Stvoug, 
and  Vining. 

The  Vice  Pbcbidbnt  determined  the  question 
in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  adopt  this  7th  section,  it  passed 
in  the  affirmatiTe— yeas  1^  nays  13,  as  follows: 

TsAB^Mesm.  Andlbcd,  Cdrat,  Elswoitii,  Foaler, 
Iiaid,  King,  Iiivennwe,  ICitdMO,  Moiri%  Fott^  niJlswg, 
and  Tining. 

NATs^Hessrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  BuOer,  Edwards^ 
Chum,  Hawkins,  Jackson,  Langdon,  Martin,'  Monroe, 
KdHDSon,  and  Taylor.  ' 

The  Vice  PnEainENT  detennined  the  question 
in  die  affirnutive. 

_  On  motion  to  adopt  the  following  as  an  addi- 
tional section  to  the  oill,  to  wit:  j 

''AMdbeitfuHlm-muteUd,  That  this  aat  4wU  can- 
linue  and  be  in.  foaea  fx  and  daring  tbs  Im  of.  abf 
months,  and  frm  thenoe  to  the  endtfllfe  next  fissiop 
of  CongrssB,  and  no  longw:"  .  . 

It  pamed  in  ike  aegMiTfr— yea*  11,  aaya  llj  as 
foUom: 

-VsAB^Msem.  Bradley,  Brown,  Bvtlsr,  BdMrds, 
Oonn,  Hawkins,  Jackson,  Martin,  Monroe,  RoUnsMi, 
and  Tayknr. 

NATs^Messis.  Biadfiml,  Cabot,  Ellnrorlh,  7o«er» 
Isaid,  King,  Langdon,  LivanMne,  MitduO,  Ifons^ 
Potts,  Strong,  and  Vining- 

On  motion  to  adi^  the  following  as  an  addi> 
tiooal  section  to  the  bii),  to  wit: 

«  And  be  it  ^irlker  ena^td.  That  this  act  ritaQ  eon- 
tinne  and  be  m  face  far  and  during  the  feana  ef  Mr* 
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ytmt,  wtoA  horn  tbMoa  to  fte  mi  ef  At  Mxt  ■■■km 

of  Congnw,  uid  no  Imger 
It  passed  m  the  affinnatire— yeas  17,  nays  7,  as 

tiXhms: 

TBAB^Meaora.  Bradford,  Brown,  Cabot,  EUaworUi, 
Fostet,  Gunn,  HawUna,  Jaduon,  Xxaid»  King,  Livet- 
more,  Mardn,  MitfiheQ,  Morria,  Potta,  Stniig,  and 
Vining. 

IfATB*— Meaan.  BradkiT,  Bnflar,  Bdwarda,  I^aifdiim, 
MoBMM,  RobinaDn,  and  'n^rtor. 

On  moition  that  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing, it  passed  in  the  affinnative — yeas  12,  nays  12, 
as  follows: 

TSAa^-^eaara.  BTadfbrd,  Oabot,  Bttiwoitfi,  Foater, 
Biard^  King,  £innuin,  IGubal^  Monia,  Pott^  Strang, 

IfitB'  nfuaan.  Btafflajr,  Awn,  Batter,  BAnanb, 
Omm,  HawUna,  Hdattmj  LangdM,  Ifutitt,  Mosreo, 
Sobinaon,  anff  T^jlon  * 

The  VicB  Frbsisemt  detennuied  the  question, 
in  the  apncMUiTe. 

Th*  ctUoving  MeaBajpB  vas  received  fttqa  the 
^»,99uam  or  thb  Uiuted  Statbs: 

I  tranamit  to  yon  the  tranalation  of  two  Letter*  ftam 
*•  ODWMNMaenef  hia  CMwUo  Majeaty  tA  thefte- 
cratarr  of  State,  and  nS  their  encloaurea. 
•    .  O.  WASHINGTON. 

tTBTiTAn  Staxib,  Mtrch  IS,  1794. 
"the  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  tct 
mnveaidk'^i  vrderad  to  lie  fi»  cwwdieTaiioD. 
'  TlMrbiU  seitt  fsan  the  House  of  KepreieiufeitiTW 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  i»ovide  fix 
the  defence  of  certain  ports  and  ha^hora  in 
United  States,'^  was  read  the  first  time,  and  or^ 
a  second  readipg. 


The  bill,  in  addition  to  the  act  for,  the  paniah- 
ment  of  certaui  crhnee  against  the  United  States, 
was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion,  to  expunge  the  8th  section,  as  fol- 
low*: 

**And  he  it  further  enacted  and  declared,  ,That,  in 
ever;  case  in  which  a  veaaet  ahaU  be  fitted  out  and 
armed,  or  attempt  ao  to  be  fitted  out  or  armed,  or  in 
>wht^  tile  fiiree  6f  any  veaael  of  war,  eraiaer,  or  oAer 
annad  Tcaaol,  ahal  be  hioeased  or  aagmenledy  or  in 
wUch  any  militaiy  eapeJitian  or  entemriae  riiaB  be 
bagmor  aat  oafcot  CMtniyto  the  fMubitionB  ant 
peoviaioDa  of  dtw  act ;  and  in  eirtay  caaa  of  the  raptnia 
of  a  ahv  or  vaaaal  wttbin  the  joriidirtion  or  peotaolian 
of  the  United  Stataa  aa  aboTe  defined,  and  in  vrttj 
caaa  in  wbicb  an;  {HOeasa  iaauiog  out  of  anj  Court  it 
die  United  Statea  shall  be  disobeyed  or  resiated  by  anj 
peraom  or  peraons  having  the  cuitody  of  an;  veMel  of 
war,  eruiaer,  or  other  armed  veaael,  of  m  forngn  Piinca 
or  State,  er  of  the  aolgeat^  or  citiieBS  «  audb  Frinof  ox 
State;  in  evenr  audi  caaa  it  4ial)  be  bwfiil  fat  the  Pt»- 
ndent  of  the  United  Statea,  or  auch  other  peraon  aa  he 
■hall  have  empowered  for  that  purpoae,  to  employ  aucb 
part  of  the  land  or  naval  forcea  of  the  United  State*, 
or  of  die  toilitia  dieieof,  aa  ■hall  be  judged  necessary 
for  the  parpoee  of  taking  poaaeaaion  of  and  detaining 
lany  such  ahip  or  veaael,  with  her  piite  or  piisea,  if  apy, 
in  order  to  the  ezeeatiott  of  Aa  pvtUUtiaBa  Btd  penal- 
tiea  of  thia  act,  and  to  the  leataiitigaaek  price  or  priaea, 
in  the  eaaea  in  which  wataaalfcaa  akafl  haw  been 
Sludged,  and  tho  ht  the  puipaaa  ef  pMaertiag  4m 
eanying  oa  of  any  andi  eniedition  ev  eDtannaa  tarn 
the  tacritfRiea  of  the  Unftai  Slalaa  agaiiMl  the  Uaik^ 
nm  or  doMwona  of  a  teeica  Wnm  «r  StaM^  «Ml 
whom  the  United  State  aw  at  paMai" 

ft  passed  in  the  uegatiTe— yfeas  IS,  nays  12,  as 
follows : 


The  Tics  PsBsionrr  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
^jwrts  <^  the  Secretary  for  tt^e  Department  of 
War,  Qn  the  ^ereral  petitions  of  Asa  Day,  WiU 
fiam  Perkins,       Jonathan  Holton. 

Ordered^  That  they  lie  on  the  taWe. 

The  KR  sent  ftom  tne  Hoose  of  RepresentatiTes 
(or  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
Ae  defence  of  certain  ports  and  harnors  in  the 
United  Statu."  was  read  the  second  time. 

^Nfere<I,  That  this  MU  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Hnw,  OvnM,  Ibarv,  LaMflDoir,  MoRBie.  Ecls- 
iroim,  utd  Potts,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on to  the  Senate. 

U>.  BvTLBt  vqxnrted,  ftom  die  oonimittee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  bill  sent  from  the  Hoose 
ol  A^nescBta^es  for  conflumoa,  nxitled  "An 
aefrMMKHcinaf  a  Ldb*  of  one  mUlioa  of  doUan.** 
that  the  hill  pass;  and,  the  report  being  adc^edj 

Ordend,  That  Am  bill  paaa  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tires  for  concurrence,  entided  "An  act  to  provide 
a  Naral  ArmameBtt"  was  vend  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  it  was  aoreed  thai  the  further  eoa- 
•tdaration  of  tbia  biU  m  4«  order  of  the  day  for 


TaAs^HeaBa.  Bradley,  Brown,  Butler,  Edwaida, 
Gunn,  HawUns,  Ja<bon,  Langdoo,  Mai^,  Monroe, 
Robinson,  and  Taylor. 

NxTs^Meaaia.  Bradfind,  Oabot,  EUswortii,  Foater, 
Iiard,  King,  Li^nnoi^  MiliML  *Ma.  PMta,  Stnng, 
and  Vininr.  « 

The  VicE-PaBBiaairr  detenniaed  thei  qnaetion 

in  the  negatiiw. 

On  the  question,  ShaU  tbia  bill  peas?  it  pafaed 
in  the  afinoatxre— jreaa  IM,  aaya  is,  as  foU<nm  i 

TaM^-MoMan.  Bzadfiird,  Oia>ot,  BUawrth,  Foater, 
laard,  ^ng,  LiveuMea,  MitAdt^  Moi>h»  Po«a,Stnmf, 
and  Vining. 

NAn^-rMeaara.  BradJay,  Brawn,  Ballar»  Bdwatda, 
GiiBB,.HaiaUa%  Jaakaoa,  Unjton,  Martin.  Mean^ 

R<4ri&iKm,  and  Tzyio/t. 

The  Vice-President  determined  the  qnestion 
ia  ^  affimattTa.  And  fiutfaer  anendments  being 
agreed  to,  it  was 

JRe$ohed,  That  this  biU  pass,  that  it  Iw  engrosa* 
ed,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "Aa  act  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act  for  the  mmisfament  of  certain 
oriqMS  against  the  Uaiied  Stales."  ■ 

A  nkessace  from  the  House  of  RepreaeittatiTea; 
informed  me  Senate,  that  the  Hoaae  of  Repr^- 
soMatina  have  passed  a  hiU  mtiUed  ''An  act 
Qkakiog  appnmriacions  for  the  eupnort  of  the  Mt" 
Utary  Establishment  of  the  United  States  for  the 
iyoar  one  thoasaad  aavaft  bmdwd  and  ainaty- 
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psoTuioa  fi»  tim  atpmum  MUndug  the  inter- 
cooiie  of  the  United  Statetwith  fweig»'Mtioii& 
ud  fiuther  to  continue  in  fofce  the  set  entided 
'Ad  act  pnridinff  the  neau  of  intaRoiwie  be- 
tairaaB  the  Uaited  States  and  fonign  natioiis;*'  in 
which  sereral  bills  timj  desin  the  eoaouzraue  of 
tl^  Senate. 

The  billa  last  meatiQned  vese  leTwalljr  read 
tha  fiist  tiate,  and  ordered  ty  a  aeeeod  reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  doounukfe  raferred  to  in 
the  Paa«p«irr'a  Mewage  of  the  5th  insttat,  rela- 
tiTe  to  the  Texation»  and  ■poUatiow  on,  the  eom- 
merce  of  the  United  Statu,  be  retwwd  to  th« 
ofica  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  State,  a»  soon 
M  mar  f'vw><^  ^«  Senate  with  an  abMnct  of 
the  Texauon*  and  spoUaiiDaa  Utely  oa«unitMd 
open  ovi  eommerce,  and  by  wheat,  particiilar^ 
getting  the  condemaatiooa,  m  £u  as  ^e  docanants 
ut  his  fAee  will  enable  him. 

The  bill  seat  firoia  the  House  of  Bepreaeite- 
tiTes  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  limiting 
tlM  time  foTjiTewBtiag  eUims  fqr  destroyed  cer- 
tificates of  certain  descriptions,"  vaa  ic»d  th*  s»- 
pood  tim& 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messra. 
Cabot^  Tatlob,  ELLSsoftTH,  GoifN,  and  KiNG, 
to  consider  and  rejwrt  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  authorizing  and  directing  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  Major  CtenemI  Lafat- 
■m  was  read  the  third  time. 

IU$ohed,  That  thb  bill  pass,  diat  it  be  engross- 
ed, and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An.  act  allowing 
to  B^or  GenenI  iMtrvrnt  his  pay  and  emolur 
ments  while  In  Ae  serrKe  of  the  United  States." 

FHnAX,  Much  li. 

The  VioB  PkaaiMHT  bid  befiu»  the  Senale'the 
Report  from  the  Baoretary  far  the  Wu  I>cpart^ 
manto*  the  petitioa  ot  Robert  Oonnatty ;  wluch 
«ms  i«ad,and  ordemd  to  lie  ca  the  trtlt. 

Mr.  Knto,  from  the  eommitteB  uffem^ei  to  soa- 
mim  the  biU,  *eat  from  life  Haase  «f  Bepie«nlar 
tires  for  conearrenee,  enutled  "An  act  to  ^oride 
fn  dm  defenee.of  aeMaai  ports  aad  haxbers  in  the 
United  States,**  reported  amendmoits;  ivUih,  be- 
iqra*>pted, 

ThaHtUshiilpMstothathaidMadiagL 

The  UU  BM«  from  the  Home  ti  iUpwwma- 
ne^  epiitled  "An  act  aatheiia* 
iog  a  Loan  of  one  miwM  of  doHan^"  wmiead  the 
Amd  timo  id  penaadi 

The  bUi  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa^ 
tirea  for  concurrence^  mlkled  "An  act  making 
fnrtber  provision  for  ike  ejEpeiwm  attending  the 
intercounat^  the  United  States  nrith  foreign  na- 
tions, and  mrther  to  continue  in  force  the  act  en- 
titled 'An  act  proTidiog  the  means  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  f<Keign  naUons," 
was  read  the  second  time. 

(h'dered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Kino,  MoBBis,  and  Stboho,  to  consider  and  re- 
jwrt  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  KiHo,  fr^^  the  coounittee  appointed  qa 


this  biU,  npfffted  an  mcndONW^  iriiipk  Mac 
adosted, 

~<%rdwd,  That  thiahiU  pass  to  a  third  seadia^ 
The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Rtpiaacala* 
tires  fot  coQcurrence,  entitled  "An  act  naiking 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Bs> 
taoli^ment  of  the  United  States  for  (he  year  ons 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,"  waa 
read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
KuH^  VniiBM,  and  Odnn,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Monday,  March  17. 
The  Vios  pBaainavT  laid  befoce  theSeaate  the 
Rennet  of  the  Seeielarr  for  the  DcpaTtBant 
War  on  the  petickms  ot  Theodora  Chart  ier  aad 
otheta;  -wlueh  waa  i«ad,and  erdmed  m  tta on  cha 
table. 

Mr.  BaADLiT  reported,  from  the  oemmittea  mff 
pointed  lo  eonaider  the  petition  td  Jabn  Sfigen^ 
^.|that  the  prayer  of  the  p^tiui.be  mnted. 

The  bill  seat  from  the  Howe  of  HapeeaeB**- 
tires  for  rancorrraee,  wti^led  '^Aa  4et  tOkpovide 
for  the  defenoe  of  sflttaia  pMrIa  and  harbm  in  the 
Umted  aiatt^"  wm  re^  the  thicd,  tima. 

Raaohtd,  TWtthw  Uttauswilhamcadmuta 

The  biU^  sent  iiem  the  iiowe  of  Repaes<ata' 
tives  for  ooocmnreaoe,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
a  Naval  Armament,"  was  read  the  eefeona  ^e, 
and  referred  to  Messis.  l^AiiaBOii^  Moaaia,  Bot- 
LBB,  Tatlob,  and  Cabot,  to  coiwder  and  report 
thsrew  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  Hoase  ef  Beprcsant** 
tives  for  cwcurrence,  entitled  "An  a«t  making 
further  provisi<m  for  thcexpeaaes  Mteadiogthe 
intercoarse  of  the  United  States  i^h  foreig* 
nationsi  and  further  to  eentiaue  in  foiva  th«  act, 
entitled  *Ab  act  ptoridiag  the  meanaef  inieiw 
coume  between  the  United  Ati^and  ftniga  aa* 
tiraa;"  was  lead  the  third  time. 

Bmihed,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  ameadr 
menL 

The  Sautte  resumed  die  BMwod  raadiay  ef  the 
bill,  seat  from  the  House  of  Rcyrceeatativas  for 
co«currfln«e,entitled'*Aaaetto]Hmubitthe  cany" 
iag  cm  the  sbve-trade  fima  the  United  Suies  to 
any  foreign  place  or  ceimtry." 

On  motion,  to  postpone  the  bill  ta  the  aeat  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

OrdemijThat  the  tiirther  eonsideratiim  of  this 
bill  be  postponed. 

TtiesDAT,  March  19. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  bil^  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  *  An  act  mak- 
ing appropriations  &r  the  support  of  the  Military 
Kstabfishment  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-fl>ar;"  re- 
ported the  bill  without  amendment. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  thjrd  reading. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that  it  be 

"JISMiAwi^  That  a  committee  be  aj^oiated  to  exaaune 
into  and  report  on  Uw  practicabUi^  ot  obtaiuiag  atatO' 
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mmtt  ofthepriMi|4Moi)whichdieaco(nmt«oftheindi- 
▼idual  StetM  with  the  United  States  have  been  wtUwl, 
mi  m  iMtoMnt  of  the  wnnl  copsdito  allowed  ia  the 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Langdon,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  coiurida'  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  for  coDcurreoce,  entitled  An  act  to 
provide  a  Naral  Armament"  reported  amend- 
ments; ^tch  were  in  part  aaoptea; 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading-. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  erecting  and 
repairing  arsenals  and  magazines,  and  for  otiher 
purpoaes;" and  "A  resolution  that  the  President 
OP  TRB  Uni-hid  States  be  authorized  to  employ, 
aa  despatch  boats,  such  of  the  revenue  cutters  of 
the  United  States  a.«  the  public  exigencies  may  re- 

S litre;"  in  which  bill  and  resolution,  severally, 
i«y  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
FnaiBcifT  OP  the  United  States: 
Gmtknm  of  the  ScruOe,  and 

of  the  Haute     StpretenkUita  : 
The  jifiniM«rPlM^otantiBi7  (tf  the  TnuA  BmpMks 
having  Mqaaslad  an  advuoe  of  noMy,  I  IrannU  to 
OsniiMi  OMtafai  docoments  rehtiTe  to  diat  nUeek 
G.  WASHINGTON. 
UviTBD  Statu,  Muvk,  L8, 1794. 

The  Messaffe  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  resolution  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  for  concurrence.  "  aoUunrizing  the  Fbb- 
BiDSNT  OP  TBS  Unitbo  Statbs  to  employ  as  de- 
•patah  boats,  such  of  the  revenue  cutters  as  the 
pnUic  exigencies  may  require was  read. 

RuolvM,  That  the  Senate  concur  therein. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Re^H^sentatives 
fin*  eoncnrrence,  mtitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
the  erectinff  and  repairing  of  arsenals  and  faaga- 
anes,  and  for  other  pmrposes,"  was  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Snnte  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
Mil  seat  from  tbe  House  o(  Repr«aentstiTes  fbr , 
e^iwnrnnce,  entitled  "  An  act  to  prohibit  the  ear- ' 
rying  on  the  dave-trade  from  the  United  States 
to  any  forei^  place  or  eoantry." 

Omera^  That  tliis  biU  pass  to  a  tiiird  leading. 


Weonebdat,  March  19. 
The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrenocL  entitled  "  Aji  act  to  provide 
a  Naval  Armament,"  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

Seaolvedj  That  the  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

Th«  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Jabez  Rc^rs,  jr.,  was  read 
and  ado|»ted,  and  the  committee  were  instructed 
to  bring  in  a  oill  for  the  purposes  therein  exprened. 

Mr.  BRADLBYj  from  the  committee  last  mention- 
ed, reported  a  bill  for  the  remission  of  the  duties 
on  ceruiu  distilled  spirits  destrmred  by  fire,  which 
was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  a  aectmd 
reading. 


[Mabcit,  17M. 


The  bill  sent  frotn  the  House  of  Represeilta^ 
lives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  prohibit 
the  carrying  on  the  slave  trade  fhmi  the  United 
States  to  any  foreign  place  or  country,"  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  sent  firom  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entiHed  "An  act  makiitt 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Military 
taUishment  of  the  UnitdTStates^  for  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  htmdred  and  ninety-four,"  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Refwesentfr- 
tives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide 
for  tbe  erecting  and  repairing  of  arsmals  and  ma- 
gazines, and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  iht 
second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
GoNit,  Kino,  and  Bradlet,  to  consider  and  repott 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  biB 
to  authorize  the  President  op  the  UnitSD 
States,  in  certain  cases,  to  alter  the  place  for 
holding  a  session  of  Consress. 

The  bill  was  aceordin^y  laid  on  the  t^le,  anA 
vead  the  first  time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  second  reaih 
ing. 

TBURsnAT,  March  20. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Frbsidbht  of  the 
United  States,  in  certain  cases,  to  alter  the  place 
for  holding  a  sessioa  of  Congress,  was  xeaa  the 
second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
LivEBMOKB,  GvMH,  and  JEllswobtb,  to  i^onsidsr 
and  report  uiereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  for  the  remission  of  the  duties  on  cer- 
tain distilled  spirits,  destroyed  by  fire,  was  read  the 
secand  time  {  and,  the  rale  betng  dispensed  with, 
the  biU  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mi.  Cabot,  fVem  the  committee  to  whom  vns 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  An  act  limitwg  the 
time  for  presenting  claims  fin*  destroyed  ceatifi- 
oates  of  certain  dueriptioH,"  r^rted  ameftA- 
ments.  ' 

Ordered,  That  they  be  printed  fbr  the  Use  «f 
the  Stuale. 

Mr.  Gdkm,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
leftrad  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  txt  to  pnvide  for 
the  cnetkig  and  Rpairing  of  arsenals  and  maga- 
zinca,  ud  for  other  poxpoMS^"  reported  aiftsiiA 
meats,  wUeh  wero  adopted. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pais  to  the  thied  Mod^ 
ing. 

Friday,  Mhrefa  31. 
The  Un  sent  from  Uie  House  of  RepresentOr 
tives  for  concurrence,  entitled  An  aet  to  provide 
for  the  erectinff  and  repairing  of  arsenals  and  ma- 
Mzines,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the 
third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments- 
Mr.  LivERMOREj  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  biU  to  authorize  the  Pbbbidbmt 
OF  the  Ubitbd  States,  in  certain  easei^to  alter 
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the  {dace  for  koUiaf  s  MasuM  erf!  Ccwgrws,  Mfurt- 
ed  ameDdments. 

Ordered,  Th»t  the  amendmaits  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Tcport  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred  the  bill,  eatitled  "  An  act  limiting^  the  time 
for  presenting  claims  for  destroyed  certificates  of 
eeHain  desenptitma,"  was  read,  and  the  consideni- 
ticm  thereof  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considevatioo  of  the 
aaaCKW,  made  od  the  18th  instant,  that  it  be 

^Bmohed,  That  a  committee  bauminted  to  ex- 
aafae  iate  and  lepMt  the  pnctieanlitarof  ebtafadny 
miMtents  <^  the  prinetoks  en  iMA  AeaeoBWrts^ 
the  iadi^al  8«Mee  with  the  Uinled  fltatea  have  baeo 
•ettled,  nd  a  iteleuMit  of  die  eevend  oraditB  allowed 
■  the  said  MHWiweiiti" 

And,  on  taction  to  adopt  thisi«KrfatioiL  it  pass- 
ed in  the  negatlTe— yeas  6^  mfB  16,  as  feUows : 

Yxxu^Memn.  Bdwar^  Hei^mi,  Merlin,  Monroe, 
Poitt,  and  Taylor. 

Nats. — ^Means.  Bradfijvd,  Bradley,  Brawn,  Oabot, 
Newortfa,  Foster^  FMbtghmen,  Chum,  Ja«ksou,berd, 
LeaigdoB,  Uvamoee,  IfiItU  Monii^  BoNaeen,  and 
8troa«. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatirea 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  bare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Stephen 
Paianqae in  ^ich  they  desire  the  concnrrenee 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  tbe  irst  time 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

A  motion  was  made, 

"That  a  committee  Era  appointed  to  consider  and  re- 

Cin  what  manner  the  dntiea  of  die  t^ke  of  a  District 
je  shaB  be  djecbaned,  dniine  the  inabilitor  of  the 
JndgeoradbldeL»  - 

Ordavd,  That  the  motion  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Ki4.8wonTH,  Stroho,  and  L&nodon,  to  consider 
nd  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

MoiiDAT,  March  24. 

Kbmset  Johns  appeared  and  produced  his  cre- 
dentials of  an  appointment  by  the  Qovemor  of  the 
Stale  of  Delaware  as  a  Senator  for  the  United 
States,  which  were  read. 

Whereupon,  it  was  mored  that  they  be  referred 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions before  the  said  Kenset  Johns  should  be 
permitted  to  qualify,  who  are  directed  to  report 
thereon ;  and  it  passed  in  tbe  affirmatire — yeas  13, 
nays  12,  as  follows : 

YaAs^Mem.  Bradley,  Brown,  Ban,  Edwaid% 
OmuB,  Hawkins,  Jackaon,  Langdcm,  liiernMn^  Ibr* 
tin,  Monroe,  RoUnsMi,  and  Taylor. 

NATa^Mean.  Bcadford,  Cabot,  Elbwotth,  Foster, 
FreGnihoyaen,  Inurd,  MitdieD,  Morris,  Potts,  Rather- 
fard,  Strong,  and  Vining. 

A  message  frcan  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  t£e  Senate,  th^  the  House  have  passed 
a  btU,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  placing 
bvoys  on  certun  rocks  off  the  harbor  of  New 
London  and  in  Proridenoe  riTer,"  in  which  they 
deore  the  ctmcnrrenee  of  the  Senate. 
SdCoif.— 4 


The  mem(»ial  of  a  number  of  citizens  of  the 
State  of  South  Carolina  was  presented  and  ret^, 
cMnplaining  of  the  system  continued  and  pursued 
in  the  capture,  detention,  and  condemnation,  in 
British  ports,  of  a  number  of  vessels  with  their 
canoes,  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States. 

Ordered^  Thut  this  memorial  lie  for  considera- 
tion. 

The  VicB  Pbssident  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
report  of  the  Attimiey  General,  on  tbe  memorial 
01  the  French  inhabitants  of  GaUiopoIis,  and  it 
was  read. 

OrdBred,  That  thia  report,  and  the  papers  lefo- 
red  to.  be  committed  to  Meesrs.  Bcbb,  Tatlos, 
and  Ellsworth,  to  consider  and  report  thetecn 
to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  readine  of  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  FftGsinEMT  of  thb  UHirsn 
States,  in  certain  cases,  to  alter  the  ]daee  for 
holdine  a  session  of  Congress. 

Or&r^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Jackson^  ^ve  notice  that  he  should,  to- 
morrow, move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  'make 

Srorision  for  the  widow  and  orphan  children  of 
Lobert  Forsyth,  who  was  killed  m  the  sarriee  tt 
the  United  States. 

The  bill  sent  from  die  Hoose  of  Rcpuwmli- 
tires  for  concnrrenee,  entitled^ "  An  aot  for  die 
relief  of  Steidien  Piatanqo^"  was  read  dwweond 
time,  and  inferred  to  Messrs.  Cabot,  BLlawonMi, 
end  Morris,  to  consider  and  report  tfaerecD  to  ite 
Senate. 

The  bill  s^t  from  the  House  of  RepreeentaF 
tires  for  concurrence,  entitled  An  act  to  provide 
for  placinff  buoys  on  certain  rocks  off  the  harbor 
of  New  London  and  in  Proridence  rirer,"  was 
read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 


TuEsoAT,  March  25. 

Tbe  bill  to  authorize  the  pRSsimiT  or  Tdi 
UffiTBo  States,  in  certain  eases,  to  alter  the 
place  for  holding  a  session  <^  Congress,  was  read 
the  dtird  time  j  and,  beinr  amended, 

Retdivedj  That  this  bill  pMs.  that  it  be  engioas 
ed,  and  Aat  the  title  thefeof  be.  "An  act  lo  a«- 
thorize  the  Prbbiognt  or  niB  Uritbd  SxAtm, 
in  certain  eases,  to  alter  the  plaee  of  holdtag  a 
session  of  Congress," 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representee 
tires  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide 
for  placiiig  buoys  on  certain  rocks  off  the  harbor 
of  New  Cojidoa  and  in  Proridence  rirer,**  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Ordered  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Jackson,  Langdon,  and  Footbb,  to  conuder  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  Howe  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  dissfree  to 
the  first  amendment  m  the  Senate  to  the  taU  en- 
titled "An  act  to  proride  for  the  erecting  and  re- 
pairing <^  aisenaU  and  magaxines  and  lor  other 
purposes  i"  ask  a  conference  on  the  sabjeet-matter 
of  all  the  amendments  to  the  aid  bill,  and  baT« 
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appointed  managers  at  the  wd  eonlcraiee  ok  (heir 
patt. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  comider  the  resdotioa 
of  the  House  of  Representativet,  diaagteeing  to 
the  first  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  die  bill 
entitled  "  An  act  to  proride  for  the  erecting  and 
repairing  of  arsenab  and  magazines  and  for  other 
purposes,"  and  asking  a  confermee  on  all  tbe 
amendments.  Whereupon, 

Re$olved,  That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  propos- 
ed eooTerence,  and  that  Messrs.  Ckritu,  Ba&nLRT, 
and  ELLawoBTH  be  managers  at  the  same  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate. 

Hie  following  message  was  recrived  fton  the 

t^REaiDEHT  OP  THE  UNITED  BTAtBS: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Iff  the  Hmm  of  Sepretentativet  .• 
Tk»  two  I<atten  n^uoh  I  now  forward  to  ConfrcM 
1MM  written  bf  a  Comnl  of  the  United  States,  sod 
oontun  mformation  wbidi  will,  probaUj,  be  thougbt  to 
nqnire  mm»  pegauaxj  pnmnoo. 

O.  WASHINOTO^. 
Cirtraa  Statbs,  Sbreh  16, 17M. 

The  Meaaace  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
««(e  taad,  ana  ordered  to  lie  tot  consideration. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
m  the  bin,  sent  from  the  House  of  Bc^resenta- 
tirea  for  conenrrenoe,  entitled  "  An  act  limiting 
4tie  time  for  presenting  claims  for  destroyed  eer- 
4i8catet  ef  certain  dwci^tioas,"  was  resumed, 
adopted  with  amendment,  and  it  was  agreed  that 
the  oill  be  amended  accordingly. 

On^vM,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

A  message  fton  the  House  of  Bej^esentatires 
aaformed  tbe  Senate,  that  the  House  hare  passed 
the  bilL  eatitled  "  An  act  transferring,  far  a  Imited 
tiah^tbe  jurisdictioa  of  salts  and  offences  from 
the  District  to  the  Circuit  Coart  of  New  Hamp* 
shire  and  assigning  eeitain  duties  in  respect  to 
inTaudpeosioner^  to  the  attorney  of  the  said  di»* 
trict:"  in  whidi  they  desire  die  coneorrenee  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  the  first  time, 
aad  (Midered  to  a  second  reading. 

Comformabljr  to  aotice  firen,  Mr.  Jackson  obr 
4aiaed  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  make  porision 
isr  the  widow  uid  orphan  children  of  Robert  For- 

3-th,  who  was  killed  m  the  serrice  of  tt^e  United 
tales  i  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

JtmUntd,  That  Thuisday  next  be  assigned  to 
take  into  coniiideratioa  the  state  of  the  Nati(Hi. 

WaonsnAT,  March  M. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tircs  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  4ct  Hraitiog 
the  time  for  presenting  claims  for  deiitrored  cer- 
tificates of  certain  descriptions,"  was  read^ he  thir^ 
time. 

Setotved,  That  diis  bill  pass,  with  amendments, 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
"  A  resolution  layiiw  an  embargo  on  the  vessels 
in  die  poru  of  the  United  States in  which  theyt 
desire  the  coneorrenee  of  the  Senate. 


Tke  0nate  took  mlo  coasidcffatiMi  the  Uat 
mentimied  resotudoa,  **  laying  an  embawo  on  tbe 
Tesaets  in  the  ports  ot  the  United  Butfes,"  and 

Hetohed,  That  they  do  eoaenr  therein,  wida 
the  fiHlowlng  amendment: 

After  the  word  ^States,**  insert  "whether  elear- 
ed  oat  or  not." 

Ordered.  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  conear- 
rence  of  die  Hoaae  of  RepceaenCadTea  in  the 
naendmeat. 

Mr.  BKADLfeT  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
Bleetioas,  to  whom  was  referred  the  eredentiala 
«f  KsBsey  Jt^ma.  ^poiatad  by  tke  Ezeendre  af 
tbe  CtaMeef  Delawaae  a  Beaaterof  the  Gaiead 
Siain.  la  tdaee  of  Geeige  Read.  rcB^aed. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  lie  for  eoaaifcralioa. 

The  lull  to  make  provision  for  Ae  widow  aad 
orphan  children  of  Robert  Feenrth,  whe  was  killed 
in  the  service  of  the  United  Statca,  was  read  the 
second  tisMt,  and  refoered  to  Messrs.  £i.LeTOBTa, 
Langdon,  and  Strono,  to  consider  and  report 
thvcoa. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  wImhb  was 
reserved  the  biU,  sent  froM  the  Howe  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  cmcurrence,  endded  "  An  aet  for 
the  relief  of  Stephen  Pmint^  rapottad  the  bill 
without  amendiaent. 

Ordered,  That  dits  bill  pasa  to  the  third  road- 
ino. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  die  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  soit  from  tlie  .  House  aS  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  aet  to 
provide  for  placing  buoys  oa  cerlaiB  ro^  off  the 
oarbor  of  New  LimdoiL  and  in  Providence  river,** 
repented  amendmmts,  which  were  read,  and  order- 
ed to  lie  for  consideration. 

Orderedj  That  the  Senate  be  at  present  under 
an  injunction  of  secrecy  in  respect  to  the  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution  laying  an  embargo  on  the  i 
vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

TncnBDAT,  March  27. 

The  billjseot  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Stephen  Faranque,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Eleetiras,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  credentials  of  Kensey  Johns,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Bzecuti  ve  a€  the  State  of  Delaware 
to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion,  that  the  report  be  recomniitted,  it 
passed  in  the  negadve ;  and,  after  progress,  it  was 
ordered  that  the  ftirther  consideradtm  of  this  re- 
port be  postponed  until  tMnomnr. 

Mr.  GuNN  reported,  from  the  managers  appoint- 
ed to  confer  with  those  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, on  the  amendments  proposed  by  tbe 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entiUed  "  An  act  to  provide  for 
the  erecting  and  repairing  of  arsenals  and  maga- 
zines, and  for  other  purposes,"  that  they  have 
agreed  that  it  would  be  prtiper.  instead  of  the  | 
amendments  proposed  to  the  first  section,  to  i 
amend  the  same,  by  striking  out,  from  the  word  i 
^'stores,"  to  the  wonl  "provided,"  and  insert:  I 
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"  Than  dull  be  whihliA>cl,  sadn  the  dinctiiHi  of 
the  Praadsnt  of  the  United  State*,  thiee  or  ibur  «ne- 
nala,  with  meyaimee,  m  he  shall  judge  mart  expedient, 
in  sndi  ^aoea  u  wUl  beat  aeeommodate  the  oifirait 
parts  of  the  ITidted  States;  eithcT  or  both  trf"  the  ane- 
nals  bgrctofore  osad  at  Springfield  and  Carlisle  to  be 
contmoed  as  part  of  the  md  number,  at  his  diicretioa. 

*■  And  that  it  wonld  be  for  tfie  House  of  Re- 

preeentatms  to  agree  to  ute  other  amendments  pro- 
posed, exeept  the  bwt,  and  for  the  Senate  to  recede  from 
Ihsl:" 

And  it  was  «gr«ed  to  adopt  the  report. 

A  mnmgt  from  the  House  of  RepreaentBtires 
iafonned  the  Senate,  that  the  House  adhere  to  tbeir 
disagreemeiit  to  some,  and  recede  from  their  disa- 
ffreemflBt  to  other  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^  An  act  to  |HOTide  for  the  eractiog  and  repairing 
of  arseaab  and  magazines,  and  for  other  pur- 


The  Senate  took  into  eoHidemtion  the  bUl  kat 
itioned;  vhereapon, 
AbmM,  That  they  recede  from  theif  amewt- 
menta  to  the  first  bectian,  and  adopt  the  amend- 
mest  reported  hjr  the  managers  at  the  ecnfcmnce 
thereon. 

Reaotoed,  That  they  recede  from  their  amend- 
ment to  the  sixth  section,  and  that  ther  insist  on 
their  am— dment  to  the  tsird  aeetion  of  Uw  said 

m. 


Frisat,  March  Sa 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  credentials  of  Kensey  Johiu.  ap- 
pointed by  the  Executire  of  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States ;  which 
report  is  as  follows: 

"  The  CoDinuttee  of  IHet^ioas,  to  whom  were  referred 
<M  CMdenflals  of  an  aippointraent  by  the  Gomnor  <rf' 
ft*  SlalB  of  Delnrare,  of  Kenser  Johns,  as  a  Senator 
«r  the  Uttitod  States,  havfaif  had  Ae  same  under  eon> 


■  That  Oedne  Mead,  a  Benator  iirAn  Mate  of  Ma- 
wan^  MrigMlUa  last  i^OB  the  IMtday^Deeainbar, 
1798.  and  daring  the  reoeas  of  the  Le^Watore  of  said 
State. 

"That  the  Legislature  of  the  said  State  matin  Jmn* 
aiy,  and  adjosmed  in  Febcnaiy,  17M. 

**  That,  upon  the  19th  day  of  March,  and  subsequent 
to  the  a^onnuneot  of  the  said  Le^slature,  Kensey 
lehns  wae  ^tpunted^  hj  die  Goremor  ef  said  Stale,  t« 
CD  die  Tacanc7  oeca^onedbythe  realgnetiwi  aforasud. 

"  Whereupon,  the  Conunrttee  submit  Ae  bllowiog 
leaohition: 

"Raoifoi,  That  Kensey  Johns,  appointed  by  the 
Goreroor  of  the  State  of  Ddswsre,  as  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States,  for  said  State,  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in 
Ae  Senate  of  die  United  States;  a  session  of  the  L»- 
gidattne  of  Ae  said  State  having  intervened,  between 
the  ■ewgnatien<tfawaaMOewge  Read  anddie^Tofa*- 
BMot  of  the  Biid  Krasey  Johns." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  report  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  20.  nays  7,  as  follows : 

YtAs. — Messrs.  Bradford,  Bradley,  Brown,  Burt, 
Bntler,  Gabet,  Edwards,  Ellsworth,  Pielinghnysen, 
Onnn,  Hswkhi%  Jsdum,  King,  Langdoh,  Lirennore, 
Martin,  MHchell,  MMiroe,  BobtnsMi,  and  Taykw. 


NASB^Ieasrs.  Foster,  Izard,  Monw,  Potts,  Kuthw- 
And,  Strong,  and  Vining. 

Setohed,  That  an  attested  copy  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate,  on  the  appointment  of  Kensey 
Johns  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States, faie 
transmitted,  by  the  President  of  the  Senate, to  the 
Elxecutire  of  the  State  of  Delaware. 
The  following  Message  was  receired  kma  the 

PKBBIDIMT  or  THE  CnITED  STATES : 

Gentlemen  of  the  SmcUe,  and  of 

the  Houte  of  Reprtamtaiwc*  : 
In  tbe  executiMi  of  the  resolution  ef  Congress,  bear- 
ing date  the  36th  of  March,  1794,  and  imposng  an 
smbergo,  I  hsTs  requested  the  Oovsmois  of  uie  several 
Statea  to  caU  fibrth  the  force  ef  dssir  Bifitia,  if  it  riMdd 
be  neosssaty,  for  the  detentimi  ef  veseels.  1^  powar 
is  ooneeived  to  be  inddsntal  te  an  embarge* 

It  also  JasMfTBs  ths  altentien  of  Caagres%  hasr  fhr 
ths  dearaaess  from  one  district  to  anotbw,  under  the 
law  as  it  now  itands,  may  giTe  rise  to  ensimu  <ii  the 
embargo.  As  one  secori^,  die  collectors  have  been  in- 
structed to  nfase  to  reeeire  the  surrender  ui  ooesting 
lioenses  for  the  purpose  of  taUng  out  registers,  and  to 
require  bond  from  registered  vessels,  bound  from  one 
^strict  to  anofter,  for  As  delhreiy'  Of  the  cargo  widllta 
the  Untied  States. 

It  is  not  andenioed  that  tbe  rasidiition  a;pplies  to  fisk* 
ing  vsasds,  akhonrii  Aeir  oeenpatftms  Be  genndly  in 
parts  beyond  the  United  States.  But,  wiOoot  ftndwr 
lustiiiitiwis,  Ihsie  ia  an  emartuaity  ef  thsb  prisilefaa 
baing  «sed  aa  moans  irf  rtudmg  the  enbsigo. 

AJU  aimed  vessels,  pisnsiing  |nd>lie  ooamiasiow 
from  any  foreign  Power,  0fltfe8is  of  narqae  exeqited,) 
are  eonadered  ss  not  haUe  to  the  embargo. 

These  dicumstsaees  are  trsDsnitted  to  Cnngrsss  for 
thiir  flimsidtTsliiiWi 

O.  WASHINGTON. 
Ubitxs  States,  MarA  S8, 17M. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  from  the  Presi- 
dent or  THE  United  States,  of  this  day,  be  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Bubr,  Morrib,  and  Lanodoh,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  reported  by  the  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
provide  for  placing  buoys  on  certaiu  rocks  off  the 
harbor  of  New  Xi«idon,  and  in  ProTidenee  riTer;" 
and  having  adapted  the  same,  and  agreed  that  the 
bSl  be  amended  aceordingly. 

Ordered^  That  the  biU  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill,  wax  from  the  House  of  Bepresent*- 
tives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  Aa  act  transfer- 
ring, for  a  limited  time,  the  jurisdiction  of  suits 
and  offences,  from  the  District  to  the  Cireoit 
Court  of  New  Hampshire,  and  assigning  certain 
daties,  i«  ve^aet  to  iHTidid  prauoftefs,  to  tlw  attor-* 
ney  of  the  Hid  distm^"  was  tmA  the  saaoBd 
time. 

Ordtrtd,  That  this  bill  pass  tethe  third  reading. 

Mr.  ViNiNfl  notified  the  Senate  that  he  diooft, 
on  Monday  next,  move  for  leaTe  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  alter  the  tunes  of  holding  the  Ciretiit  Coortsof 
the  United  States  in  the  dutriet  of  Delawan. 

Mr.  Eu.BWOR'nii  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  die  hiU  to  malw  prorisum  for  ^ 
,  widow  and  or^wa  ehildroi  <tf  Robert  ForsyA 
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who  ms  kiUfld  in  the  Mrnee  of  the  United  States 
reported  an  amendmai^  wliieh  wu  adopted,  and 
it  wai  apeed  tliat  the  bill  ihoaU  be  unaided 
accofdinnr. 

OrdemC,  That  this  bill  pasft  to  the  third  readine. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  25& 
instan^  to  take  into  considerati<m  the  state  at  the 
Nation  j  and,  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  cmsideratioii  thereof  be  post- 
poned. 


HoHDAT,  March  31. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repcesenta- 
tives  fiirconenrrenee,  entitled  "Anaettnusfeninc 
for  a  limited  time,  the  jurisdiction  of  suits  and  o^ 
fences,  from  the  District  to  the  Circuit  Court  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  assigning  certain  duties  in 
respect  to  mralid  pensioners,  to  the  attorney  of 
the  said  district,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tires  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  placing  buoys  on  certain  rocks  off  the  harbor 
of  New  London,  and  in  Providence  riTer,**  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BoBB,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Message  from  the  PaasioBNT  op  thi 
UMrrsn  Statbb,  oif  the  28th  instant,  reported  a 
resolution  to  cany  into  more  complete  effect  the 
resotation  directing  an  embargo  j  which  was  rad. 

Mmhedf  That  this  resolouoo  pass. 

A  mesan  from  the  Ifovae  of  R^reaentatives 
mfbrmed  Ue  Senat^  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatires  do  not  concur  in  the  rescdution  sent 
from  the  Senate  to  carry  ioto  more  complete  ef- 
fect the  resolution  directing  an  embargo;  and 
that  they  have  passed  **  a  resolutiMi  to  carrr  into 
more  eomj^ete  efl^t  the  resolution  directmg  an 
embarfl[o in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideratiim  of 
the  last  mentioned  resolution,  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence. 

Resolved,  That  they  do  cooeur  therein. 

The  bill  to  make  provision  for  the  widow  and 
or^utn  children  of  Robert  Forsyth,  who  was 
killed  in  the  serriee  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  the  third  time. 

On  moti<Hi,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
ittsertinff  "two  thousand,"  in  lieu  of  "one  thou- 
sand dollars." 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  7  it  passed 
in  the  affinnative— jreas  13,  nays  8,  as  follows : 

Tbas^M«s«.  BradM  Burr,  Bntlsr,  CaixM,  Ovan. 
Hatpins,  Jfteksus,  fasid.  King,  Martin,  Monioe,  lfor> 
tisk  sod  Tavist. 

Nais^Mssbis.  Bn^,  Brown,  Elswntfi,  Fiding- 
Intrsm,  Laagdon,  Uvsnaon,  Robinson,  and  Stmig 

8o  it  was  iZeaolved;  That  tlus  bill  pass ;  that  it 
be  engrossed ;  and  that  the  title  thereof  b^  "An 
act  to  makejprovision  for  the  widow  and  origan 
childten  nT  EuAert  Fmsyth,  who  was  killed  in  the 
aerriee  of  Uie  United  States." 


TnanAT,  April  1. 

Tke  petitimi  of  Bltanah  Prentice,  paying  com- 
pensation for  nulitarf  serrieei^  and  that  be  be 
|daeed  on  the  list  of  mniid  pensioaers,  was  pre- 
sented and  read. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  for  the  Departmein  of  War,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Wbdnbsoat,  April  2. 
The  VicB  PRBsiDBirr  laid  before  Ae  Senate  n 
Letter  from  the  Secremry  for  the  Department  <^ 
the  Treasury,  enelosii^  "a  Bdemoir  <rf  Mr.  Ia 
Roci^e,  on  the  Pcditics  ci  the  United  Slates,  re- 
spectmg  their  PnUie  Debt  and  Agriculture." 

The  V  icB  PnBsinBMT  laid  before  the  Senate  m 
letter  from  the  Hon.  Anthony  Morris,  Speaker  of 
the  Senate  of  the  Commonwealth  of  PennaylTa- 
nia,  enclosing  a  certificate  of  the  eleetion  «  the 
Hon.  James  Ross  to  be  a  Senator,  to  represent 
said  Commonwealth  in  the  Senate  of  the  Uuted 
States ;  whieh  were  read. 
Ortkredf  That  they  lie  on  file. 


TauBBOAT,  Ai»il  3. 
The  TicB  PnnainBHT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Report  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  ot 
War,  on  the  petition  of  Bttanah  Prentice,  iriiieh 
WW  read,  ana  (urdcred  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Fbioat,  April  4. 
The  following  Message  was  received  bom  the 

PRBSinBHT  OF  THE  UNmo  STATES : 

Gtntkmm  of  tke  Senate,  emd 

of  the  House  of  Rtpraentativa 

I  lay  before  yoa  three  Lettsrs  from  oar  MiMrtM  fa 
Iiondon ;  »diicea  couosnung  tha  Aigsrine  missiiinftan 
oar  Minister  at  Lisbon  and  others;  snd  k  Lettsr  fieaa 
the  Minister  nenipotenlfaiy  of  the  Ftench  BapaUic  to 
Ihs  Sscntsij  ofStato,  wHk  hm  sbswct. 

a  WASHINGTON. 

UarrsB  Statbs,  Apriilj  1794. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  read. 

Ordered^  That  the  Letters  from  the  American 
Minister  in  London,  and  the  Letter  of  the  27th  of 
March  last,  from  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  Republic  to  the  Secretary  for  the  De- 
partment of  State,  together  with  his  answer,  re- 
ferred to  in  the  Message  of  the  Phesidemtopthb 
Unitbo  Statbb  of  this  day,  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
senutives  have  passed  a  bill,  entitl^  "An  act  to 
encourage  the  recruiting  service  i"  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

A  motion  was  made  as  follows : 

Ordfndf  That  (he  Secretaiy  of  Wu  do  Uy  befne 
the  eenate  a  statement  of  the  period  to  whidk  As 
tnNfs  of  fts  United  States  have  been  psid. 
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Ordered,  That  this  motioD  lie  od  the  taUe. 

Mr.  KiKO  rep(nrted,  from  the  joint  committee 
Mppointed  to  eoDsider  and  report  what  business  is 
necessary  to  be  done  bf  Congress  in  the  present 
sessioii,  and  what  part  of  the  business  now  de- 
pending may  be,  without  great  inconrenience, 
postponed  until  the  next  session,  that  the  [uroeeed- 
ingB  may  be  so  regplated  as  to  close  thb  session  by 
^e  first  Manday  in  A^ril  next;  and  the  report 
was  read. 

Ordered,  ^at  it  lie  for  oouideratifm. 

A  messace  fnnn  the  House  of  Representattves 
iafimncd  the  Senate  that  the  Hmue  of  Rcpre- 
aentntiTes  hare  passed  a  InU,  entitled  "An  act  to 
CftaUiih  the  Poet  Ofiiee  and  Post  Roads  within  the 
United  States in  which  they  daire  the  ctaeur- 
lenee  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  a  seeond  reading. 


MoHDAT,  April  7. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repreaenta- 
tiTCs  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  encou- 
rage the  recruitmg  senriee,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Ellswortb,  Bbown, 
ud  Gimii,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Refffesenta- 
ytires  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  esta- 
Idish  the  Poet  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the 
United  Stales^"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  r«- 
fttted  to  Hemn.  Bnowii|  Bdtlbb,  ELLawoRTH, 
Foam,  Gdhm.  Hawkins,  Litirhobb, 
M <»K0B,  HoBBia,  Porra,  RoaiHaoM,  Rutbbb- 
wvMBi  SraoNa,  ana  Vimih^  to  consider  and  report 
dmeon  to  the  Senate. 


ToESOAT,  April  8. 
The  Senate  assembled^  bat  adjourned  without 
transacting  any  business. 


WBONESDATf  April  9. 

John  Henrt,  from  Maryland,  attended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represaktatires 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  Hoose  have  passed 
die  Mlowiiig  bilb,  to  which,  severally,  they  de- 
nre  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate :  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  allowing  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tousard  an 
equiTalent  for  his  pension  for  life a  biU,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lefiert  Lefierts  and 
others ^:a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
E|diraim  Kimberly  to  locate  the  land  warrant 
ismed  to  him  for  services  in  the  late  American 
army  f*  and  a  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  erecting  a 
light  house  oa  the  island  of  S^in,  in  the  dismct 
of  Maine." 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  aUowing 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Tousard  an  equivalent  for  his 
pension  for  life,"  was  read  the  first  time,  and  or* 
dered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  lull  sent  from  the  House  <^  Representa- 
tives for  ecmcnrrenec,  entitled  '*An  act  finr  the  re- 


lief of  Leffert  Lefferts  and  others,",  was  t«ad  the 
first  time^  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  <^  Representa- 
tives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  author* 
ize  Bpbraim  Cimberly  to  locate  the  land  wanaat 
issued  to  him  for  services  in  the  late  American 
army,"  was  read  the  first  time,  and  wdered  to  a 
second  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  erecting  a 
lighthouse  on  the  island  of  Sc^fuin,  in  the  district 
of  Blaine,"  was  read  the  flnt  time,  and  wdered  to 
a  seemd  reading. 

Thdbboat,  April  10. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Soiate 
to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  limiting  the  time  fw 
presenting  claims  for  destroyed  certificates  of  cer* 
tain  descnptions." 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  coDcujrrence,  entitled  "An  act  allowing  Lien- 
tenant  Colonel  Tousard  an  equivalent  forhis  pen- 
sion for  life."  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  Messs.  Tatlob,  Bbadlbt,  mm  Kum- 
woRTB,  to  ctmsider  and  report  thneon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  hiU  sent  Ctma  the  House  of  Renesenta- 
tives  for  eonenrrance,  entitled  "An  act  fmr  the  re- 
lief of  L^ert  Lefferts  and  other^"  was  read  the 
second  time. 

Order^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  biU  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  ereet- 
ing  a  tight-house  on  the  Island  of  Seguin,  in  the 
district  of  Maine,"  was  read  tiie  second  time. 

On  motion  to  add  the  following  clause  as  u 
amendment  to  the  bill,  to  wit: 

"  And.  also,  to  provide  1^  contrsct  fiw  baikUnf  a  Ugh^ 
bouse  on  the  Iiluid  of  Cnmberiuid,  st  the  enttanos  at 
the  lirer  St  Muy's  in  the  State  of  Getogia :" 

Ordered,  That  this  bill,  together  with  the  amend- 
ment proposed  thereto,  be  raerred  to  Messrs.  Ca- 
bot, Jackson,  and  Rothebfdbo,  to  consider  and 
report  thererai  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  autho- 
rize Ephraim  Kimberly  to  locate  ^e  land  warrant 
issued  to  him  for  services  in  the  late  Americui 
army,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Mitcbbll,  Brown,  and  Monbob,  to  eon- 
aider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Sraate. 


Fbiday,  April  11. 
The  Senate  assemUed:  but  the  several  com- 
mittees not  having  perfected  their  reports,  they 
adjourned. 

Monoay,  April  14. 
The  VicB  Pbbsidbnt  Uid  before  the  Soiate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  <tf 
Treasury,  widt  a  general  statemoit  of  cj^orls  firom 
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the  Vmtei  States  ibr  one  yeir.  endiag  on  the  30th 
day  (rf  S«{rt«nber,  1793  j  which  were  read,  and  oi^ 
dnred  to  lie  fat  eonsid'eratioii. 

The  Mil  Beat  from  the  Hoose  of  Representa- 
tntiit  for  coMarrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Leffert  Leflferts  and  others,"  was  read  the 
AMtiiMjaiid  pissed. 


ToEsiuT,  April  15. 
Mr.  Mitchell,  from  the  oommittee  to  whom 
ma  referred  the  bill,  oititied  **Ab  aettoantho- 
rize  B]^unim  Kimberlf  to  locate  the  land  warruit 
igBned  to  him  for  services  in  the  late  American 
vmj,"  reported  Uiat  the  bill  pass  without  amend- 
ment ;  and,  the  report  being  adopted. 
.  Ordsnd,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  thiid  readins. 
The  foUowing  Message  was  receired  from  the 
Pmsidbmt  or  thb  Umitbd  Statbs: 
f/tntlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

o/Me  Houte  of  S^re$mtative9  r 
1 1*7  befoiv  TOO  a  Letter  frcnn  the  Minister  Pleni^ 
tentjuy  ofhis  Britsnnie  M^jee^  to  the  Secretary  ofState; 
a  Letter  from  the  Secretsiy  of  the  Terntoty  Sonth  of 
dw  ihvr  Ohio,  endoring  an  Ordinsnoe  end  Prodsmfr- 
tin  of  the  Gotemor  thereof  ;  the  trsnd^cmof  m  mnch 
ofa  pMithm  ot  the  iiA^tanto  of  Post  Vincennee,  ad- 
AsMud  to  the  Pmisimt,  as lalataa  to  Congress;  and 
eertain  demtdus  bidj  reertved  ftom  onr  CmduMob- 
amalMaAid.  These  dematches  fiom  Madrid  being  a 
pdt  of  the  bssiness  whim  has  been  hitherto  deemed 
cBafidsatiaL  tbeyaie  forwarded  tinder  that  Hem. 

'  G.  WA8HINGT0K. 

U«nqn  Statbs,  Jpril  10. 17M. 
The  MesssM  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
» lead,  aad  ordered  to  lie  for  eonsidemtioD. 


Wedngsdat,  April  16. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresentatlTes 
finr  eimearrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
^^mlDl  Kimborly  to  loeaM  the  land  warrant  is- 
BOed  to  him  for  serrices  in  the  late  American 
army,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

lu.  Bkowm.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bilL  entiUed  "  An  a^t  to  establii^  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  withia  the  United 
States,"  reported  amendments,  which  were  read 
and  ado]Med ;  and,  the  bill  being  amended  accord- 
in^Ti 

Oritndf  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

TatiRSDAy,  April  17. 
mw  Senate  was,  to-day,  principally  engaged  in 
BieeatiTe  business. 


Fbidat,  April  18. 

The  petition  of  Eb^iezer  Parsons  and  others, 
was  presented  and  read,  praying  that  certain  Te»- 
aels  mentioned  in  the  [tetition,  on  account  of  the 
perishaUe  nature  of  their  cargoes,may  be  exempt- 
ed from  the  embargo. 

(Mend,  That  uus  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

Two  memorials,  from  Spaneer  Man  and  Fzoatz 
Jiwh  FoUi,  T«n  presented  and  serendly  reod, 


praying  allowance  of  the  drawbaek  on  a  quantity 
of  exported  coffee  and  brandy,  the  petitiooere  be- 
ing unavoidably  prerented  from  complianoe  with 
the  legal  formalities  requisite  to  entitle  them 
thereto. 

Ordered,  That  these  petitions  scTerally  lie  oa 
the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Hoose  of  RepresentMiTea 
inform^  the  Senate,^  that  the  House  have  passed 

"  a  resolution  to  continne  the  present  emba^o  on 
ships  or  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
bound  to  any  foreign  port  or  place,"  in  width  they 
deure  die  coneunence  of  the  Senate.  The  rese- 
lutioa  was  read. 

Mr.  Bradlbt  reported  from  the  oommittee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  consideration  of  the  lawa 
passed  in  the  Territory  of  the  United  8  tates  North- 
west oi  the  river  Ohio,  from  July  to  December, 
inclusive,  that  they  be  referred  to  the  next  session 
of  Gonsress ;  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  *'the  res<>- 
lutioD  to  continue  the  present  embargo  on  ships  or 
vessel  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  bound 
to  any  foreign  port  or  place." 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  resolur 
tion  by  striking  out  all  the  provisos,  as  follow : 

"  Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  lesolotion  be  con-. 
•tnied  u  intended  to  cootrevene  sny  right*  or  piivi- 
legee  arising  out  of  trea^  or  treatieB  between  any  fi»- 
reign  natiut  and  the  United  fittatos:  JMpneUed,alm, 
That  the  PnsideBt  of  the  United  Stalaa  be  aathorised  to 
peradt  the  sailbig  of  aigr  vessel  fbr  die  sole  pnpese  of 
bdghig,  fas  the  Conrta  of  Viee  Adnurai^  In  any  of  «m 
Wet  todia  Mends,  sypeals  ftem  smlenese,  or  dsnrsaa, 
ot  ^  said  Ootuts,  irtwreby  vessds  ta  eaigoes  dataud 
by  AntNiaan  dtiaen  ei  dtiaew,hEve  bean  eondemnedi 
Providai,  That  bond,  with  niffiaent  secoritf ,  be  pi*- 
riooely  given  that  eudi  vessd  dull  not,  ditectlj  ot  indi- 
rectly, cany  on  mny  oommerce  whataoisrar  daring  the 
Toy»5«:** 

On  the  question,  to  concur  in  the  resolution  as 
amended,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  17 
nays  10,  as  foUovrs : 

YiAs^Meesrs.  Brown,  Bur,  Bntler,  Edwsids,  Fre- 
linghDysen,  Ounn,  Hawkins,  Hetuy,  Jackson,  Izaid, 
King,  Langdon,  Martin,  Monroe,  Potte,  Ruthetfitrd,  and 
Taylor. 

NxTs^Messrs.  Bradford,  Bradley,  Cabot,  EUswotHi, 
Foster,  Livsiratte,  Monta,  Robinson,  8trtt«,  and  Ti- 
nfaig. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roods  within  the  United 
States,"  was  in  port  read  the  third  time. 

Oraeredf  That  the  Airther  consideration  of  the 
bill,  at  this  tim^  be  postponed. 

Satdbdat,  April  19. 

On  motion,  that  the  petition  of  Ebraezer  Par- 
sons, and  others,  praying  for  on  exemption  from 
the  embargo,  be  leferred  to  a  special  committee, 
it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered;  That  Bbeneser  I^reons  and  others, 
have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petitioa. 
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MoxBAT,  April  31. 

The  bill  salt  from  the  Houte  of  ReprcseDta- 
tlns  fot  emworreBCb  entitled  **  An  act  to  eatablish 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Reads  within  the  United 
States"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  ftutiiet 
amendments  being  agreed  to, 

Betalvedy  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

On  motion  to  reconsider  the  resoliitkin  that  this 
hill  pass,  for  the  purpose  <^fiirther  anundmen^  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

The  petition  of  Messrs.  Stevatt  and  Plmiket 
was  presented  and  read,  payiu;  reimhunement 
of  the  duties  on  a  quantity  of  cime,  said  to  be  de- 
iMiyed  by  fire.  Refeived  to  Mesns.  Pottb,  Ga- 
Bcni  and  BDWAnns,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  petition  of  Henty  Merohant,  Distriet  J«d^ 
for  Rhode  Island,  praying  an  augmentation  of  hu 
Ealaiy,  was  presented  and  readk 

Orderedf  Tb«t  this  petition  He  on  tbf  table, 

A  nuHion  was  made  as  follows: 

-Tka  tte' Jenmab  of  Oe  Sauts,  ud  npotto  ftsn 
dM  Heeds  of  DapBi«aients,  printed  hf  ordweftte  8e- 
aate,  AaB  1m  in  ootsm : 

**  Tlat»  ifthe  Hons  of  BMseMtaHwe  eoneor,  tfuee 
Inwdnd  o(^Mi<tf' tbe  Jonnius  of  both  Hoosss  suwe  the 
commencement  of  Uie  prewnt  GorenuDeot,  be  printed 
inbtbs  IMS  of  Gongnss. ' 

thderedj  That  this  motion  lie  foicoBsidecation. 


Tdbsoat,  April  22. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  Monsr.  OliTe,  with  the  plan  of  a  forty 
gun  ^iv;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  btlLentitled  "  An  aot  allDwiiw  Lien- 
tcaant  Ccdonel  Toosanl  an  equiTatent  for  his  pen- 
sion ftn-  life,"  reported  an  amendment. 

€3rdered,  That  this  reprnt  lie,  nntU  tOHn«row. 
far  considearation. 

-The  petition  of  St^hen  Paxsons,  in  behalf  of 
William  Parsons,  was  presented  and  read,  praying 
eeoipensntian  for  miTitary  services  to  the  said 
William,  who  has  been  hitherto  prevented  from 
applying  by  his  absence  from  the  country. 

Ordmd,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  teble. 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  consideration  oi  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  relative  to  the  mode  of 
nrinting  the  journals,  bills,  and  reports,  from  the 
Beads  of  Departmeius ;  and,  having  amended  the 

RemUved,  That,  after  the  present  session,  the 
hills,  die  journals,  and  all  repwts,  from  the  Heads 
of  Departments  and  dil  official  communications 
which  may  be  directed  to  be  minted  by  order  of 
the  Senate,  ihali  be  in  oetavo. 


Wbdnesdat,  Ap^  33. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  ccmsideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  allowing  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tousard  an  equi- 
T^ent  for  his  pension  for  life  j"  and,  having  adopt- 
ed the  same,  and  amended  the  hill  accordingly, 

The  rule  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  bill  read 
tlM  third  time,  and  pasted. 


[BXIIATI^.. 


The  petittoi^  of  James  Shaw  was  presented  and 
read,  piaving  compensation  for  mihtaxy  services; 
and  supplies. 

On  motion,  that  the  petition  be  referred  to  a. 
special  committee,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  petitttmer  have  leave  to- 
withdraw  his  petition. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives^, 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repfe-' 
sentatives  disagree  to  some  and  agree  to  other 
amendments  .oi  the  Senate  lo  the-  hiU  cmitled 
"An  act  to  establish  the  Po^t  0|5t:if  itaj  Ptis( 
Roads  within  the  United  States;''  and  that  the' 
House  of  Representatives  have  passed  the  bill  en- 
titled "  An  act  direetiu;  a  d^tect^Qftt  (ttm  m 
filUitia  of  the  United  States^  tad  i^  UlTfii^ 
tied  "  An  act  providing  for  nuBing  and  cii^j2ui||;^aig| 
a  Corps  of  Artillerists  and  Eogineers  f*  iti 
several  bills  they  desire  the  c(>iicurrcnce 
Senate. 

The  Vies  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Departmeot  of 
State,  enclosing  the  translation  of  a  Letter  frcmx 
the  members  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety 
in  France,  the  original  of  which  was  addressed  to 
Congress.  > 

On  motion  that  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  to 
take  the  same  into  consideration,  and  to  report  the 
'  draft  of  an  answer,  it  was  agreed  that  the  con- ' 
sideration  thereof  be  postooned  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representative  disagreeinx 
to  sundry  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  hiU 
entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  whhin  the  United  States;" 

Me$oiMd,  That  thev  insist  OB  their  tenth  amra^- 
ment  to  the  first  section,  and  to  their  amendmat 
for  adding  a  new  section,  to  fc^ow  the  twenty- - 
seventh  section,  and  that  a  conference  with  th^ 
House  of  Representatives  be  requested  on  the 
subject  of  disagreement ;  and  that  Messrs.  Kino, 
BcTRR,  and  Jackson,  be  managers  at  the  same  on 
the  port  of  the  Senate. 

On  the  question  that  the  Senate  recede  from 
their  amendment  for  striking  out  the  twaity-4iM 
section,  as  foUovrs : 

"Sic.  si.  And  U  it  Jvrther  tnatttd.  That  vntf 
printer  of  newvpapen  muj  send  one  puMt  to  CMk  ana ' 
every  otiwr  printer  of  new^pers  wiain  the  UnitM 
States  free  of  poatage,  nnder  audi  lefulttions  aa  Ae 
PfMtmaiter  General  riuJl  prcrrUe 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  17,  nays  9,'as 
follows : 

TxAs — Means.  Bradford,  Bradley,  Brown,  Bnnr, 
Butler,  Edwards,  Foster,  FrelinghajMo,  Gunn,  Heuy, 
Jachaon,  Langdoa,  Lnetmore,  Martin,  Monroe,  fiobia- 
■on,  and  Tajlfn-. 

NAva—AloSBis.  Cabot,  EUswortl^  Hawkms.  basdi 
King,  Hevia,  Potl^  Rutboifiird,  and  Stmng. 

The  hiU  sent  from  the  House  of  RepvescotatiTm 
for  eoBcamnoe  entitled  "  An  act  duecting  a  4»- . 
taohment  from  the  MiUtia  of  the  United  Btatta*^ . 
was  read  the  first  time,  waA  ordered  to  a  seea»d 
reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  RepraaeatatiTea 
fw eoBconenct  entitled  "An  aet  providiag  Ua 


Digitized  by 


89 


Ptvcdtdiitgt. 


nising  and  organizing  a  Corps  of  ArtiUerifits  and 
Bngineeraf  -was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 


TauasDAY,  April  24. 

Jahbs  Rose,  from  Fennsylrania,  attended,  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 
The  bill  sent  from  the  Hoose  of  Represf  ntatiTes 

for  <;orn;urr(.'ai:t',  entitled  "An  act  providing  for 
rsi^iiJL,'  tiJ>iJ  ur^'^ittzing  a  Corps  of  Artillerists  and 
EiigiiiLt  rs''  wa^  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
red iQ  Messrs,  OaNN,  Tatlob,  Bradley,  Kiko, 
aud  Lah(]i>!J^i  tu  consider  and  report  thereon  to 
the  iScuale. 

Thti  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
fijK  Boncurtence,  entitled  An  act  directiiu'  a  de- 
ntdunent  f^om  Ike  Militia  of  the  United  States" 
ma  mul  tbft  Mond  time,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  last  named,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreaentatires 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
proposed  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of 
the  two  Houses  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United  States," 
and  have  appointed  managers  at  the  said  confe- 
rence on  their  part. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Letter  yesterday  laid  before  the  Senate  from  the 
Committee  of  Public  Safety  of  the  French  Re- 
public.  A  motion  was  made  that  it  he 

"Ordertd,  That  the  Letter  of  the  Committee  of  Pub* 
lie  Safety  irf  the  French  Republie,  addraeeed  to  Oon- 
Sceee,  be  trumiittad  to  the  President)  and  that  he  be 
leyusted  to  eaoae  the  same  to  be  answered,  on  behalf 
of  die  Catted  States,  in  sodi  maimer  as  shall  maniftst 
Aair  nneara  fiiendship  and  good  will  for  the  Fmdi 
R^oUie." 

On  which  it  waa  mored  that  this  motion  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee,  lo  consider  and  report 
tkmon ;  and  it  pasnd  in  tlte  negative — yeas  13, 
nays  15,  as  tollows : 

Tkab — Messrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Borr,  Batler,  Ed- 
waidi,  Chnin,  Hawkins,  Jaokaon,  Langdni,  Martin^ 
ICeorM,  BoUnsoD,  and  Tagdmr* 

Nats— Mesn.  Brad£»d,  Cabot,  EUfWOitii,  Foster, 
Frriiaghaysen,  Haniy,  Isaid,  King,  Xavenun^  Mflnis, 
Potte,  Roes,  Rntherfind,  Strong,  and  Viniag. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Martin  to  post- 

Sjoe  the  consideration  oi  the  motion  before  the 
enate,  for  the  purpose  of  ctHuidering  the  foUow- 
ing  motion: 

"  JbSpAmI  hjjf  ike  Senate  and  Ifoute  of  Repreaenta- 
Hva  tn  Congreu  oMumhkd,  That  the  Letter  of  the 
Committee  of  Pablk  Saletjr  of  the  Freneh  RepaMic, 
addressed  to  Congraee,  be  tranmitted  to  the  President, 
and  that  he  be  reqaeated  to  caase  the  same  to  be  an- 
awered,  in  behalf  (rf*  the  Uqited  States,  in  sack  manner 
as  shall  maniAst  thm  friendriiip  and  good  will  for  the 
Ftaach  natkm,  with  then  nieate  wi^Ms  for  the  pnMpo- 
1%  of  that  Republie 

And  it  passed  in  the  negatiTe. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  arae»d  the  original 


motiw  by  inserting  the  w<Krd8  "  Senate  of  th«" 
before  the  word  "  United." 

On  motion  to  amend  the  motion  by  adding,  after 
the  word  "States,"  the  words  " congratudating 
them  upon  the  late  brilliant  successes  ^  the  arma 
of  the  Republic,  and  the  establishment  of  liberty 
and  order  and  the  progress  of  indostry,"  it  paaed 
in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  ag^  to  the  motioa  amonded 
as  follows : 

"Ordered,  That  Ae  Letter  of  the  Committee  of  Pab- 
lie  Safetf  of  the  Fnncb  RaroUic,  addmaed  to  Con- 
gress, be  transmitted  to  the  Piesideat,  and  Aat  he  be 
requested  to  caose  tha  same  to  be  answared,  on  behalf 
eS  the  Snete  of  the  United  8lata%  in  audi  manner  aa 
■hall  asaniAst  Aor  BUMsia  ftiandship  and  good  will  fa 
tkePTandiBapaUic:'' 

It  passed  in  the  affirmativfr— yeas  28,  as  foUom; 

Messrs.  Bradford,  BtaJky,  Brawn,-  Bmr,  Butler, 
Cabot,  Edwards,  EQswotth,  Poster,  PreUngliiiysen, 
Giuitt,  Hawkins,  Henijr,  Jacksw,  Isaid,  Kingi  Langi- 
dm,  Livenooce,  Martin,  Monroe,  Mtxiia,  Potts,  BoUa* 
son,  Ross,  Rntheiftud,  Strong,  Taylor,  aiid  Vinmg. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lay  a  copy  of  thia 
vote  of  the  Senate  before  the  Presiobmt  op  rn 
UifiTBD  States. 

Mr.  ELLawoKTH,  from  the  committee  to  ^om 
was  referred  the  ImU  entitled  "  An  act  to  eneon- 
rage  the  Recruiting  Service,"  reported  amend- 
ments. 

Ordered,  That  the  amendments  be  printed  for 
the  use  ctthe  Senate. 


Friday,  April  25. 

The  Vice  PassinaNT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Report  from  the  Secretary  <^  the  Department  of. 
War  respecting  invalid  pensioners;  wtiich  was 
read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Tatlox,  Ellswobtb, 
Brown,  Jackson,  and  Livbbhobb,  to  ccnsider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  amendments  reported  by  tho  oommittee  to 
the  bill  entitled  *'An  act  to  encourage  the  Re- 
cmiting  Service"  were  considered,  adopted,  and 
the  billamended  accordingly ;  and,  tha  iiile  oeing 
disoensed  with,  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time 
ana  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatirea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
amendment  of  tiie  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  allowing  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tousard  an  equi- 
valent for  l^s  ppusioD  for  Ufe;"  they  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  An  act  to  suspend  the  importatitu 
of  certain  Goods,  Wares,  and  Mercihandise,"  in 
which  ther  desire  the  eoncunmee  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  the  fiiat  time, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Monday,  April  28. 

Mr.  Kino  reported,  from  the  managers  at  the 
conference  on  tne  part  of  the  Senate  on  the  dis- 
agreeing votes  of  tne  two  Houses  respectiiig  the 
bUl  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  within  the  United  States;"  and 
the  report  was  adopted.  Whereupon, 
Retohed^  That,  m  lieu  of  the  tenth  amendment 
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pK^Kned  br  the  Senate,  the  following  be  subati- 
tated :  make  the  two  parajmphs  one,  thus :  after 
"Canajohatie,"  strike  out  "to,**  and  insert  "andj" 
and,  after  WhitestowD."  strike  out  all  that  fol- 
XowOf  to  "  HoDtgomerr,"  inelnuTe,  and  insert  "  to 
Canaiidonae,  and  from  some  conrenieDt  point  in 
thmt  line," so  that  the  paragraph  be  read  thus: 
''From  Albany,  hj  Schenectady,  Canajofaarie, 
and  Whitestown,  to  Canandorqne,  and  from  some 
cmiTeDient  point  in  that  line  through  Cherrjr  Val- 
hf  to  the  Court-bouse,  in  Cooperstown,  in  the 
coimty  of  Ots^." 

In  the  new  section  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
Mlow  the  S7th  section,  after  the  words  "two 
cents,"  insert,  ^'Provided,  That  no  letter  shall  be 
delirered  to  snch  letter-carrier  for  distribntion  ad- 
dressed to  any  person  who  shall  hare  lodged  at 
the  post  office  a  written  request  that  his  letters 
shall  be  detained  in  the  office." 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  eimeur- 
nnee  of  the  House  of  RepTesentatiTes  in  these 
aunAoutttB. 

The  bill  sent  from  ther  House  of  R^menta- 
tires  fbr  concniraiee  entitled  "  An  set  to  suspend 
the  importatimi  of  certain  Goods,  Wares,  and 
Hercluuidia^  was  read  the  second  time. 

A  motioi  was  made  to  refer  this  bill  to  a  com- 
mittee aS  fire;  and,  after  dd»t^  was  withdrawn ; 
a  second  motion  for  a  commitment  being 
e,  it  passed  in  the  nq^tire. 
On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  section  of 
the  bill,  as  follows: 

"  Whanas  the  injoiies  wluch  tuve  been  snfined,  and 
asay  be  tnBtmA,  by  the  United  Statee  fimn  TifdatHnw 
committed  Great  Britain  on  their  twotnU  rights  and 
commerdal  mteresta,  as  well  as  from  her  &iluTe  to  exe- 
eata  the  sereath  artiele  ei  the  Trea^  o{  Peace,  render 
it  ezpediai^  far  tiie  interests  of  the  UnUed  States,  that 
the  onnnMRuI  interoonise  between  the  two  cotmtries 
dKmU  not,  during  the  contintiance  of  these  embarrass*  ^ 
Bents,  be  carried  on  in  the  extent  at  present  allowed : 
**  Beit  maettd  by  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Rmtaent- 
eftse*  of  the  United  Statea  of  America  in  Congrue 
aMtemBud,  That,  from  and  after  the  lit  day  of  Novem- 
ber next,  it  didl  be  onlawflil  to  import  into  the  United 
State*  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  whatever,  of  ^ 
tt«  grawtii,  produce,  or  mann&etoie  of  Great  Britain 
ar  Inland;  «nd,if  any  such  absll  be  imported,  the  ssme 
AaH  be  brinted,  and  may  be  seiasd  by  any  of  the  alt- 
cen  of  the  onstosui;  and,  where  the  vaJne  thereof  ao> 
oesding  to  die  bi^iMt  mariurt  price,  shall  amount  to 
fcnr  hundred  dollars,  the  Teesel  importing  the  same, 
with  her  tackle,  appaxel,  and  fiimitare,  shaH  be  nibject 
to  like  seizure  and  forfeiture :  Provided,  That  this  pro- 
lubiti<Hi  and  forfeiture  shall  not  extend  to  any  snch  artt- 
dee  as  are  now  exempted  from  da^ 

It  passed  in  the  negatire — yeas  11,  nays  14,  as 
follows: 

TiAs^Meam  Brown,  Barr,  Butter,  Edwards, 
Onnn,  Hawkins,  Laagdon,  Ksitin,  Mtnuoe,  Bobinson, 
and  Taylor. 

If  ATs^Mesat*.  Bradford,  Osbot,  Eflsworth,  Fostn, 
FMngfamen,  Heuiy,  bard.  King,  Motiis,  PMts,  Ross, 
Mmhwfaid,  S&rang,  and  Vining. 

And  the  question  being  severally  put  on  the 
aobseqnent  sections  of  the  bfll,  it  passed  in  the 
Mfatire. 


[Sbhati. 


On  motion  that  this  bill  pass  to  -the  third  rend- 
ing, it  passed  in  the  negnUve — yeas  13,  nays  13,  as 

foUows : 

Tkas.— Messn.  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  Bntfar,  Bd- 
wards,  Gnnn,  HswUns,  Jackson,  Langilon,  MaitiB, 
Monroe,  Rolnnson,  and  Taykw. 

NxTs^Messrs.  Bradfixd,  Cabot,  Elkwofth,  Foster, 
Frelinghuysen,  Henry,  hmd.  King,  Moiris,  Potts,  B«- 
Ihsrfind,  Stnmg,  and  Vining. 

The  VicB  PBEaioBNT  determined  the  questiim 
in  the  negative. 

Ordered.  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the 
House  of  Representatires,  thnt  the  Senate  do  not 
concur  in  this  bill. 

A  messsge  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to  - 
the  first  and  agree  to  the  second  amendment  of 
the  Senate  to  ue  hilt  entitled  "  An  act  to  encou- 
rase  the  Recruiting  Service." 

Mr.  GcNN,  fr<Hn  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  providing ibr 
raising  and  organizing  a  Corps  of  Artillerists  ud 
Engineers,"  reported  the  bill  without  amendment; 
and^  the  report  neiog  adopted^  it  was  ordered  that 
this  billpass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatires  disagreeing 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  atst  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  encourage  the 
Recruiting  Service;"  and, 

Aeto/twd.  That  the  Senate  adhere  to  their 
amendment  to  the  first  section  of  the  said  biU. 


TDBeoAT,  A^il  29. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  providing 
for  raisii^  and  organizing  a  corps  of  Artillerists 
and  Bngmeers."  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  tnat  this  bill  be  recommitted,  it  pass- 
ed in  the  negative. 

Aesotnec^  That  this  bill  pass. 

Mr.  BoBK,  fran  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Report  of  the  Attorney  General  (m 
the  memorial  of  the  French  inhabitants  of  GalUo- 
polis,  reported.a  bill  for  their  relief;  which  was 
read  the  first  lime,  and  ordered  to  a  sectrnd  read- 
ing. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representabves 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  ask  aconfer- 
ence  on  the  amendment  adhered  to  by  the  Senate 
to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  eacourage  the  Re- 
cruiting ServicCj"  anQ  hare  appointed  managers  at 
the  same  on  their  part. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  asking  a  con- 
ference on  the  amendmmt  adhered  to  by  uie  Se- 
nate on  the  lastmentioned  lull ;  and  restored  that 
they  do  agree  to  the  proposed  conference,  and  that 
Messrs.  Strong,  Ellsworth,  and  Gimir,  be  ma- 
nagers thereof  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 


WaDMEsnAT,  April  30. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  French  inhabitants 
of  GaHif^lis  was  read  the  second  time,  and  rdhr^ 
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xed  to  Messrs.  Buwn,  Bubb,  Tatlob,  Kim«,  and 
Poire,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Se- 
nate. 

The  Vice  Pkisidbiit  taid  before  the  Senate  a 
Lsttei  from  the  Seexetaif  of  the  Pepartneut  of 
State,  respecting  a  statement  of  the  ^lialioas 
coMuiitted  <n  the  cammeice  of  the  United  States } 
which  was  read,  and  kid  on  the  table. 

The  petition  of  James.  MatfaeFs,  Doorkeepex  to 
the  Senate,  praying  for  an  augnentation  of  his 
salary,  was  considered,  and  referred  to  Mei». 
Tatlor,  Mobbis,  and  Cabot. 

Ordertdj  That  the  petition  of  Qeofge  Taylor 
and  others.  Principal  Clerks  in  the  several  De- 
partments <u  State,  of  War,  and  of  Treasury,  pray- 
ing for  an  augmentation  of  their  salaries,  respects 
iTcly,  be  referred  to  the  same  c<wiiiutte&  to  con- 
sider and  report  theretm  to  the  Senate. 


Tbdrboat,  May  1. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTcs 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  '  An  act 
to  provide  for  the  defence  of  certain  ports  and  har- 
bors in  the  United  States,"  in  whicn  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

This  bill  was  rrad  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

Mx.  PoTTB,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
leferxed  the  petition  of  Messrs.  Stewart  and  Plunr 
kett,  reported  a  bill  for  the  remission  c^the  duties 
on  ueren  hogsheads  of  coffee,  iriiich  have  been 
destroyed  by  fire ;  and  the  bill  was  read  die  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 


Fbidat,  May  2. 

The  billfor  the  remission  of  the  duties  on  eleven 
hogsheads  of  coffee,  which  have  been  destroyed  by 
fire,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 


!  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  eoneorreiic^  entitled  An  act  sap|dementary 
to  *  An  act  to  proride  for  the  defence  of  certain 
ports  and  harlx>rs  in  the  United  States,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  the  ftarther  consideration  of 
the  bill  was  postponed  until  Monday  next 

Mr.  Ghmn,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  directi^  a  de- 
tachment from  the  Militia  of  the  United  States," 
reported  an  amendment,  as  follows: 

*'8aii.A.  Andbe  it  further  enacted,  Thai  this  set 
AtU  oontinue  in  fiwce  hi  the  space  of  one  jaar  from 
the  pusing  thereof  and  from  thance  to  the  end  of  the 
next  seHion  of  CongreM,  «nd  no  longer 

Which  report  being  adopted,  and  the  bill  fur- 
ther amended,  it  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  James  Mathers,  Doorkeep- 
er to  the  Senate,  for  further  compensation,  report- 
ed a  resolution  on  the  subject ;  and  on  the  petition 
of  Oeo^  Taylor  and  othcr^dwks  in  the  several 
Departoienti^  repntedffrom  the  same  ctMnmittee, 
that  their  petitun  lie  on  the  taUe,  the  snlycct 


thereof  bring  under  the  consideration  of  the  House 
ctf  Representatives ;  and  the  reports  were  serendly 
agreed  to.  Whereupon, 

Seeohed,  That  the  said  James  Mathers,  for  ex- 
tra or  diaary  services  as  Doorkeeper  to  the  SenatCj 
be  allowed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars,  to  be  paid  by  the  Secretary  of  the  SenatOi 
out  of  the  money  appropriated  by  law  to  defra^r 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  two  Honaes  o£ 
Coneress. 

The  petiti(m  of  Qeorge  Southerland,  a  soldier 
of  the  militia  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  wounded 
by  the  Indians  in  the  year  1790,  was  presented  and 
read,  praying  the  aid  of  Qovemment,  under  disa- 
bility thereby  from  labor. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  to  cunsidec 
and  lepoit  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion, 

"  That  a  eemmifiss  be  sp^tointed  to  eonnder  the  ez- 
pedisiunr,  and,  if  thqr  thiw  ptofttf  to  report  a  1^  A* 
authorising  the  Prerident  of  the  Unitwl  tttatos  to  n*- 
vide  timber  of  snitaUe  qaaUties  and  dinanauau,  asid  in 
sufficient  qoantitittH  fiNT  the  ftaaiiiig  and  building  twen^ 
ships  of  fcity-fbnr  gms,  and  to  cause  the  same  to  m 
cared  in  ananner  mat  n»  render  it  the  most  dw^ 
We:'' 

Ordered,  That  this  motica  lie  for  oonsideiatum 
until  Momuy  nexL 

MoMnAT,  May  5. 

The  bill  for  the  remission  of  the  duties  on  eleren 
hogsheads  of  coffee,  which  have  been  destroyed 
by  fire,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Inll  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  directing  a  de- 
tachment ftooi  the  Militia  of  the  ITnited  States," 
was'  read  the  third  ttm^  and,  being  further 
amended, 

Seeolvedf  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  motion  made  on  the  Sd  instant,  that  a  quan- 
tity of  timber  be  provided  for  the  building  twenty 
idupB,  of  forty-four  guns  each,  was  considered. 

Ordendy  That  it  lie  for  further  consideratKm. 

Mr.  LiTHMOtts,  from  the  oonmittee  to  whom 
was  r^erred  the  remonstnmoe  of  the  Legidatnr* 
of  New  Han^hire  reqieeting  a  decree  of  (fa* 
Circuit  Court  of  the  United  Stotes,  in  a  cans* 
there  pending  between  David  Stoddard  Qreen- 
ough,  and  others,  lihellants,  and  John  Penhallow, 
and  others,  respondents,  reported — 

"That  the  State  of  New  BempAfae  a  ftee, 

•overugn,  snd  independent  State,  long  befine  the  Cm- 
fisderation  the  United  States,  made  a  law  for  the  pur- 
pose o{  prirsteeiing  against  the  common  enemy,  and  to 
eetiHish  Courts  for  the  legaltxisl  and  condemaatwn  of 
loiies ;  (hat,  in  purmance  of  said  law,  the  said  brig  Ln- 
MWM,  mentioned  in  said  remensttaiwe,  waa  cap^ued* 
tried,  and  rondwmned,  aooerding  to  law,  and  distributed 
by  order  of  Cooit  among  the  captmand  otraan  of  tih* 
privateer.  The  committee  fluther  repart,  Aat  tiM  eaid 
bvig  and  her  cargo  ware  insured  in  Londmi  against  all 
risk  and  dangers  of  the  sea,  and  all  Amarieaa  priv*- 
teen :  and  that,  after  the  oaptnia  and  oondamnatiou 
afbvessid,  the  ownns  <rf  said  brig  Lasanna  and  cargo 
were  pail  for  the  km  by  the  nnderwritera.  And,  fiu» 
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iiMK,  At  the  Mid  Stete  a(Ntm  Hunpshin  neior  gmve 
an  appellate  joriadictioa  in  thia  eauae  to  any  Foi»igii 
Ctmrt  or  Powar  whatwMvor ;  and  that  all  intarferance 
ttwvain  any  other  than  the  CourU  of  New  Hamp- 
lUre,  ia,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  a  violation  of 
the  fireedom,  aorereign^,  and  independence  of  taid . 
State.   AU  which  ia  humbly  eubmitted." 

Ordertd,  That  this  report  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MoNBOB  notified  the  Senate  that  he  ahould 
to-morrow  more  for  leave  to  bring  in  a.  bill  tosiia- 
peod  the  execotion  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
Treaty  between  the  United  BtBteauidQreat  Bri- 
tain nntil  the  United  States  ihdl  be  assured  of  a 
aatislactonr  complianee  with  the  nittoles  stipulated 
in  the  said  Treaty  to  be  performed  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain. 

Oa  motion,  it  was  agreed  dtat  the  role  be  dis- 
pensed with  at  this  time,  and  that  Mr.  Kiii«  luve 
MBTe  to  mtroduce  a  bill  pn^lntiiig.  for  a  limited 
time,  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition, 
and  encouraging  the  importation  of  the  same }  and 
the  bill  was  read  the  first  time  accordingly,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 


'  TuBBDAT,  May  6. 

The  bill  prohibitiiw,  for  a  limited  time,  the  ex- 
portation 01  arms andammunitiwi, and  encourag- 
iBg  the  importetioQ  of  the  same,  was  read  the  se- 
cond time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Hawkins,  Km o, 
and  LiTBBHOBB,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to 
the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  they  hare  passed  a  "  Re- 
M^ution  to  authorize  the  President  to  grant  clear- 
aaees  in  the  eases  oi  ships  or  vesseb  now  loaded 
awl  bound  to  any  port  beyoad  the  Cape  of  Qood 
Hop%"  in  which  they  desire  the  eoocurrenee  of 
the  Senate. 

The  Sottte  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  last  mentioned. 

Remtie^  That  this  resolution  pass,  with  an 
ameadment. 

Mr.  Stbono  reported,  from  the  maaacers  at  the 
eooftreiKe  on  the  disagreeing  votes  or  the  two 
Houses  ott  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  encourage 
the  Recmitiag  Service,"  that  the  House  of  R^re- 
sentatires  should  recede  from  their  disagreement 
to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  and  that  the 
following  section  be  inserted  in  the  UU: 

Amd  ie  it  ,fiirtktr  matted,  That  eaoh  non-eoausf*. 
■ird  offiofs  and  aoUinBOwin  &e  savvies  <tf  the  Unit' 
ed  atafcia,  lAose  tinaof  snrisftnsiit  shall  ndt  Mffce  b- 
tee  the  fint  d^  of  Jaauaiy  oOKt,  AsB  be  sUowsd  sad 
paid  die  sum  of  fbnr  doUsis." 

And  the  report  was  agreed  to. 

A  message  frmn  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  rejected 
dte  report  of  the  managers  at  the  oonfereaes  on 
the  biu  entitled  "  An  act  to  encourajfe  the  recruit 
ing  service,''  and  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  first  section 
q€  the  said  bill.   The  bill  was  accordingly  lost 

Oa  motion, 

"lliat  a  onnauttBS  bs  appmnlad  to  report  to  tfis  Se. 
Bala  what  part  of  the  teds  flf  the  Unilad  States  maybe 


[Bbnavb. 


released  fiom  the  efibet  of  the  present  ambaiso,  widiout 

interftring  with  the  principle  that  induced  the  l^rhig  of 
the  same:" 

Ordtred,  That  this  motion  lie  until  to-morrow 
for  consideratiott. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  <^  the 
bill  seat  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  ta 
*  An  act  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  certain  ports 
and  harbors  in  the  United  States."  . 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  motion  made  <m  the  2d  instant,  that  a  quan- 
tity of  timber  be  provided  for  building  twenty 
ships,  of  forty-four  gans  each,  vnu  further  consi- 
dered. 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  be  rderred  to  Messrs. 
HAwciiie,MoBBia,LAN«noN,BuTLBB,ud  Cabot, 
to  consider  and  report  diereoa  to  the  Senate. 

A  massage  from  the  Hoose  of  RejNWSMitativea 
infcmned  the  Senatb  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendment  ^  the  Senate  to  die  "  Reeolutioa 
to  authorise  the  Pkbsidbht  or  tbe  Unitbd 
States  to  grant  clearances  in  the  eases  of  shipa 
or  vessels  now  loaded  and  bound  to  any  port  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Grood  Hope." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
of  the  House  or  Representatives  disagreeing  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  reeohiuiaD  last 
mentioned. 

Beeolved^  That  they  recede  therefrom. 

Agreeably  to  the  notice  of  yesterdav,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe requested  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  {ffovidingt 
under  certain  limitations,  for  the  suspension  of  the 
fourth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  ttitain  j  and.  on  motion 
for  the  previous  question,  to  wit:  Shall  the  main 
question  be  now  put  1  it  passed  in  the  affirmative— 
yeas  13,  nays  7,  as  follows : 

Yaas.  MssiWi  Oibot»  EUswordl,  FnlinghnysBB, 
Heniv.  laud,  Kinb  Manroe,  MsBis,  PQR%  Itoas,  Stzonib 
and  Tayloc. 

Nats^Mssrs.  Biadfiwd,  Fost«r>  Hawkins,  Jachsoa, 
Langdon,  Livennore,  and  Martin. 

And  on  the  main  question,  to  wit:  Shall  Leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  the  said  bill  t  it  passed  in  the 
negative— yeas  2,  nays  14,  as  follows : 

Yiat.^ — Means.  Mmirsa  snd  Taykw. 
.  NATSr-UesM*  Bradfiard,  Cabot,  EUswoith,  Psstar, 
FisUaghajsen,  Henn,  bard.  King,  Uagiafk  Un^ 
more,  Morris,  Potta,  Rosa,  and  Stvong. 


WfiBNEsoAT,  May  7* 

On  moti<m  by  the  Senttors  of  that  State, 
Ordered,  That  the  papers  aeeompnaying  the 
remonstraiwe  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Bute  of 
New  Hanpehire,  against  the  detaimination  of 
Circuit  Court  for  the  dbtrict  of  New  Hampshire, 
held  at  Exeter  on  the  34th  day  of  October,  1793, 
be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Hawkikb,  from  the  coHunittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  biU  prohilnting,  for  a  limited  tiau, 
the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  en- 
couraging the  importation  of  the  same,  reported 
amendment^  irhieh  were  read,  adopted,  and  the 
bUl  ameaded  aeoordii^y. 
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Ordertdy  Thftt  this  bill  be  engroiMdfiw  »thixd 
nading. 

The  motion  made  jreaterdav  "  that  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  report  to  the  Senate  what  part  of 
the  trade  of  the  United  States  may  be  released 
from  the  effect  of  the  present  embargo,  without 
interfering  with  the  principle  thatindneed  thelajr- 
ing  of  the  same,"  was  resumed. 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Butler,  Ellsworth,  and  BRAoroBD,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  petition  of  Oliver  and  Thompson,  and 
others,  merchants  of  Baltimore,  was  presented  and 
read,  praying  that  fUrther  time  nnj  be  allowed 
for  tike  payment  of  certain  impost  duties,  about  to 
&11  due,  for  reasons  ^ted  in  the  petition. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
committee  last  named. 

The  petition  of  OliTetand  Thompson,  merchants 
of  Baltimore,  was  presented  and  rend,  pvaying  that 
part  of  the  impost  duties  on  a  quantity  of  Irish 
linens  and  Madeira  wine,  said  to  be  overrated  by 
mistake,  may  be  refoodea.  Referred  to  the  Se- 
cretary for  the  Department  of  the  Treasury,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary 
to  '  An  act  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  certain 
ports  and  harbors  in  the  United  States,"  was  read 
the  third  time;  and,  being  amended, 

JRttoltedf  That  this  bill  pass,  with  an  amend- 
ment. 


.  Thorsdat,  Blay  8. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  blU  sent  from  the  Senate  for  eotcurrenM,  en- 
titled "  An  aet  to  erect  a  li^t-house  on  the  head- 
lud  o(  Cape  Ibttems,  and  a  liadited  beae<»i<Mi 
Oeraeock  Island,  in  the  State  of  North  Can^ina," 
with  amendments,  in  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Butler  reported,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed yesterday,  on  the  motion  forfireeiog  a  part 
ci  the  trade  of  the  United  States  fron  the  opera- 
turn  of  the  present  embargo : 

*'That,  m  thnr  opinion,  it  is  ml  advisee  to  grant 
ai^  parttsl  enla^ements  or  permisriiMiB  iir  tiw  dqiart* 
nre  of  vessds  now  embargoed 

Ordered,  That  diis  report  he  on  the  table. 

The  Senatewoceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Rqnresentatives  to  the  bill 
entitled  "  An  act  to  erect  a  light-house  on  the 
head-land  of  Cape  Hatteras,  and  a  lighted  beacon 
on  Oeraeock  Island,  in  the  State  of  north  Caro- 
lina." 

Jtetolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  the  amend- 
ments to  the  said  bill. 

The  engrossed  bill  prohibiting,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition, 
and  encouraging  the  importation  of  the  same,  was 
read  the  third  time. 

Be$ohed^  That  this  btU  pass,  that  the  title  there- 
of be  "An  aet  prohibiting,  tot  a  iimited  time,  the 
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exportation  of  arms  and  ammuniti<Mi,  and  eneoa- 
raging  the  importation  of  the  same." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Liverhobb,  the  rate  was  dis- 
pensed with^  and  permission  given  to  introduce  a 
bill  in  addition  to  ^  The  act  for  making  further  and 
more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States;"  which  was  r^ 
the  first  time  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  LivbbhorHj  Jackbom, 
and  Monroe,  be  a  committee  to  brinf  m  a  bill  to 
alter.the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Livbrmorb,  from  the  committee  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  the  time 
for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress ;  which  was  read 
the  first  time,  ud,  the  role  oeing  dispensed  with, 
the  bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  be  engrossed  for  tlu 
third  reading. 

The  Vice  PRESinBNT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  Samuel  Meredith,  Treasurer  of  die 
United  States,  with  his  account  for  the  two  quar- 
ters closing  the  31st  of  Decemberj  1793.  as  also  hu 
War  Department  account,  ending  toe  31st  of 
March  last 

The  Letter  was  read,  and  ordered,  with  the  pa- 
pers, to  lie  on  the  table. 


Friday,  May  9. 
The  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  making  further 
and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

On  motion  to  add  the  following  as  an  additional 
section  to  the  bill,  to  wit: 

•*  And  be  it  Jurther  maeted.  That  there  shsll  be  al- 
lowed and  psid,  from  snd  after  the  fint  day  of  June 
next,  to  each  jfiriviUe  siridier  now  in  serricet  ot  hereeA 
ter  to  be  enhsted,  the  additional  pay  of  one  dollar  per 
during  fhe  torn  itf  their  respecttreflulistnMiit:'* 

It  passed  in  the  negattre— yeas  7,  nays  16,  aa 
follows: 

YtxB, — Messrs.  Edwsidi,  Heiuy,  Jai&son,  lifar* 
mora,  Monis,  Potts,  and  Ross. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bradford,  Brown,  Borr,  Butler,  Elk- 
worth,  Foster,  Frelinghayseo,  CKum,  Hawkins,  Izard, 
King,  Laagdcn,  Martin,  Mcmroe,  Strong,  and  TaylK. 

On  motion  to  strike  out  the  following  words 
from  the  third  section  <^  the  bill,  to  wit : 

**And  unAa  sudi  spedal  drcunutanoes  as  in  die 
<^>inicm  of  the  Presiduit  of  the  United  Stales  may  re- 
qui^  an  augmentation  of  won»  parts  «[  their  ratioiis, 
Uie  PresidaDtbeanthomedtodiieetaudiaugnentation 
at  he       judge  necessaiy,  not  exceeding" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  9,  nays  11,  as 
follows : 

YiAs^^essrs.  Burr,  Cabot,  Edwards,  Hawkins, 
Jadson,  Martin,  Monroe,  Potts,  and  Ross. 

NATs^Measra.  Bradford,  Brown,  EUswoith,  Poater, 
Gonn,  hard.  King,  LangdMi,  Ijivannon,  MtRiia,  and 
Stnog. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  cngrosaed  for  a  third 

reading. 

The  ennt)ssed  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next 
meeting  of  Cwgms  was  read  the  third  time. 
On  Emotion  to  strike  oat  the  words  "first  Mon 
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ikj  in  November  next,"  ud  imsot  "second  Mm- 
dav  in  Norember  neio,"  it  peased  in  the  negatiTe. 

On  motion  that  this  bill  p^se  aa  engrossed,  it 
passed  in  the  nttatire. 

Mr.  Beown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  tnll  for  the  relief  of  the  Freneh  in- 
habitants of  QalliopoUa,  repwted  the  following 
'    Order : 

"  That  Roftu  Pvttum,  ManuMh  Cutler,  Robot  Oh- 
vcr»  sad  Qriffin  Gieen,  do  uppmx  befinre  the  Senate  on 

Ae  da;r  of  Deoember  next,  to  show  eauee,  if  any 

tbajr  bam,  why  so  mndt  of  a  grant  and  deed  of  eon- 
vsjanee  te  ssven  hmdnd  and  flfty  thowmd  aoreaof 
land,  bordering  on  the  OUo  itrer,  execsCed  by  dw  Pre- 
rfdMt  af  dw  Unitad  Slalae,  to  the  eaid  Patnam, 
m  troat  At  Ae  Ohio  Ckrapany  of  AwoeialM,  punaaat 
'  to  an  act,  entitled  '  An  act  Mrtborsmg  the  grant  and 
conveyance  af  certain  Unda  to  die  OUo  Company  of 
Aasoaate%'  diall  not  be  dedaied  vaid,  as  may  be  aoA- 
cMot  to  satiA  the  daina  d  the  Fimdi  ssttlers  at  CM- 
liopolb. 

Ordtnit  That  tiw  deUvHy  of  a  espy  of  the  above 
Older  to  Rote  Patmm,  Mswasssh  Cutter,  Robert  OK- 
Tcr,  w  Oiiffin  Oreen,  and  the  pnlifieatitm  of  tha  asms 
one  week  in  one  of  the  gasettee  jointed  in  Aie  ci^t 
AaO  be  de«Md  soffieisiit  noliae  dMreoC" 

Ordertdj  That  this  report  lie  for  consideration. 


Monday,  May  12. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  hara  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  proridinff  for  thepayment 
of  certain  expenses  incurred  by  Fulwar  Skipwith, 
on  pvUic  account;"  in  ^ich  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  IhU  last  In-onght  up  for  concurrence  was 
read  twiee,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Eu.ewoBTa, 
PuuMGBDTraii.  and  Roes,  to  consider  and  re- 
port therem  to  tne  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  the  rule  b«  dispensed  with,  and 
that  Mr.  Bllbworth  have  pemussiini  io  bring  in 
a  bill  to  authorize  District  Judf^  to  adjourn  Cir- 
emt  Courts;  wbich  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Ellswobtb,  FBBLiMonuTSBM,  and  Roaa, 
to  eraaider  and  rniort  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  leeeired  from  the 
Pbbsidbnt  op  the  United  Statbb: 
Gaakmm  of  iMe  Senate,  and 

of  the  Haute  of  RtpretenUOive*  .- 

Aa  the  Letter  whiefa  I  forwarded  to  Congress  on  the 
1 0th  dm  of  April  last,  from  the  Mmisler  Plenipoten- 
tiaiy  oTUb  Brituwie  Msjeahr  to  the  SeenlaiyorBtete, 
in  answer  to  a  meroorial  ef  our  Mbnster  in  London, 
niated  to  a  very  intmsting  solijeet,  I  Aooght  it  {woper 
not  to  deli^  its  eommnnication.  But,  nnee  that  time, 
the  metDonel  itaeif  baa  been  reoMmd,  in  e  Letter  from 
our  Minister,  snii  s  mplj  hss  bnrn  medr  tn  thsl  saairnr 
by  tiw  Secretaiy  of  State.  Copies  of  thsm  are,  there- 
me,  now  transmilted 

I  also  send  tha  eeciy  of  a  Letter  ftom  the  Ooremor 
oTiniode  Island,  encMng  an  Aetof  the  Legidatofe  of 
Oat  State,  empowerinf  du  United  States  to  hold  lands 
wiibin  ^  same  for  flie  porpoos  of  erecting  fortifica- 
tkme;  and  certain  p^wr*  coneeining  patents  for  the 
donatitai  landa  to  the  sndent  settlers  of  Tineennea 
upon  the  Wabash.  O.  WASHINGTON. 

Unm  SraTM,  Mag  IS,  17M, 
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The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to  , 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  tie  for  consideration. 

The  engrossed  bill  in  addition  to  the  "Aet  for 
making  further  and  more  effectual  moTiaioB  few  the 
protection  <^  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States," 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Vioi  PxESiDBNT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  signed  Jacob  Morgan,  chairman,  addressed 
to  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate  of  Congress,  enclos- 
ing "ResolutitHis  of  a  meeting  of  a  number  of  the 
maQufacturers  of  the  city  of  PbUadelidua,  respect- 
ing a  further  revenue  by  an  excise  npcMi  certain 
domestic  manofacturet,  as  contemplated  by  the 
House  of  RepfesentatiTes  of  Congress." 

On  motion  that  these  rescdutions  be  read,  it 
passed  in  the  affinnatiTe— yeas  1^  nays  10,  as 
follows: 

TsAa^Hessrs.  Brown,  Burr,  Edwa>d%  Foster,  Oonn, 
HKlridn^  Heniy,  Jackson,  Langdon,  Burtin,  Mootoe, 
Potts,  Robinson,  and  Boa^ 

NATS^Measrs.  Bradford.  Bnllsr,  Cabot,  EHsiRorth. 
FraUngfaaysen,  bvd,  King,  Liwaovs,  Monfs^  and 
Rulhsrftard. 

Tbe  resolution  being  read,  a  motion  was  made 
as  follows : 

"  A  paper  ngned  Jacob  Morgan,  diainnan,  hartng 
been  rcwd,  and  the  same  appearing  to  be  divespectful 
to  the  Senate,  oidemd  that  tte  eaaie  be  dlwiMSOil " 

On  which  the  previous  question  was  moved  for, 
to  wit: 

Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?  and  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  15,  nays  0,  u 

follows : 

TiAS.— MesRs.  BradfiHd,  Brown,  Bntler,  Cabot,  Elb* 
wortfi,  Foster,  Freliughaysan,  Onim,  Henn,  Isaid,  King, 
LiTBimore,  Morris,  Potts,  and  Botheifoxa. 

Nats.— Meaars.  Bnir,  Edwarda,  Hawkins,  JacksotB, 
Langdon,  Martin,  Monroe,  Rotnnson,  and  Roes. 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  main  queation,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  1^  nays  fl^  as 

follows: 

TxAs.'— Messrs.  Bradford,  Botler,  Cabot,  EUswortik, 
Foster,  Frelingbnysen,  Onnn,  Hawluns,  Heniy,  baid, 
King,  Ltnmofe,  Morris,  Potts,  and  Rutberfiud. 

NATs^Messrs.  Brown,  Bnir,  Edwards,  JsrkssB, 
Langdon,  Uutin,  Mnuoe,  Robiuion,  and  Roes. 

So  it  was  ordcrad.  that  a  paper  signed  Jacob 
Morgan,  chairman,  navinc  been  read,  and  the 
same  appearing  disrespeetnil  to  the  Senate,  that 
the  same  be  dismissed. 

On  motion  that  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Pinckney, 
the  answer  of  Bdr.  Hammond,  and  the  letter  of 
the  Secretary  6f  State  of  the  Ist  of  Blay,  to  Mr. 
Hammond,  relative  to  the  British  instriMStions  of 
the  8th  June  last  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
members  of  the  Senate. 

Tdebdat,  May  13. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  tbe  French  inhabitants  of  Oalliopo- 
lis;  and  the  report  being  amended,  was  agreed  to, 
and  it  was  accordingly 

Ordertdf  That  Rufua  Putnam,  MaiiAssah  Cut- 
ler, Robert  Oliver,  and  Griffin  Green,  do^  upon  the 
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Ordered,  That  this  bill  beengroMedfor  a  third 
nading. 

The  motion  made  jresterday  "  that  a  committee 
he  ai^iuted  to  report  to  the  Senate  whet  part  of 
the  trade  of  the  United  States  may  be  released 
from  the  effect  of  the  jwesent  embargo,  without 
interfering  with  the  principle  that  indiKed  the  lay- 
ing  of  the  same,"  was  resumed. 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
BuTLEa,  Ellsworth,  and  Bsadford,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  petition  of  Oliver  and  Thompson,  and 
others  merchants  of  Baltimora,  was  prescntM  uid 
zeadj  praying  that  fbrther  time  majr  be  aUowed 
for  the  payment  of  certain  impost  dnties,  about  to 
&U  due,  for  reaioou  stated  in  the  petiti(m. 

Or^red,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
committee  last  named. 

The  petition  of  Oliver  and  Thimipson,  merchants 

Baltimo^te,  was  i^esented  and  r^,  praying  that 
part  of  the  impost  duties  on  a  quantity  of  Irish 
linens  and  Madeira  wine,  said  to  be  orerrated  by 
mistake,  may  be  refunded.  Referred  to  the  Se- 
cretary for  the  Department  of  the  Treasury,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 
.  The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary 
to  '  An  act  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  certain 
ports  and  harbors  in  the  United  States,"  was  read 
the  third  tini«  and,  beiiw  amended, 

Retohedf  That  this  bill  pus,  with  an  amend- 
ment. 


.  TnOBsnaT,  May  8. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  biU  sent  fraoa  the  Senate  for  concurrence,  en- 
tided  An  act  to  erect  a  light-house  on  the  headr 
lead  of  Cape  Hatteras,  and  a  Uffhted  beacon  on 
Oeracock  Isund,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina." 
with  amendments,  in  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BuTLBR  reported,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed yesterday,  on  the  motion  for  freeing  a  part 
d*  the  trade  of  the  United  States  from  the  opera- 
ti<»  of  the  {wesent  embargo ; 

"Thst,  in  <bek  opinicHa,  it  is  not  adnsdde  to  gnnt 
uqr  pertiil  eoiugvauaktt  or  Mnnisitons  Jbr  the  d^wit* 
nie  at  vessds  now  embirgoea :" 

Ordered,  That  this  report  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
entitled  "  An  act  to  erect  a  light-house  on  the 
head-land  of  Cape  Hatteras,  and  a  lighted  beacon 
on  Oeracock  Island,  in  the  State  of  north  Caro- 
lina." 

Seeohed,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  the  amend- 
ments to  the  said  bill. 

The  engrossed  tdU  jHohibittng,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition, 
and  encouraging  the  importation  of  the  same,  was 
read  die  thiiv  tune. 

Hetohed,  That  this  bill  pass,  that  the  title  there- 
of be  "An  act  iwohtbiting,  for  a  limited  timc^  tlM 
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exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  encoo- 
ranng  the  imiMVtatum  of  the  same." 

On  motion  tiy  Mr.  Livekhobb,  the  rule  was  dis- 
pensed with^  and  permission  given  to  introduce  a 
hill  in  addition  to  "  The  act  for  making  further  and 
more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States;"  which  was  read 
the  first  time  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading.  ■ 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  LivbbhobBj  Jackson, 
and  MoNBOB,  be  a  committee  to  bring  m  a  biUto 
alter.the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress. 

Mr.  LivEBUORB,  from  the  committee  appointed 
f(ff  the  purpose,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  the  tune 
for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress ;  which  was  read 
the  first  time,  and,  the  rule  oeing  dispensed  with, 
the  bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  engrossed  for  the 
third  reading. 

The  Vice  Presiobnt  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  Samuel  Meredith,  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  with  his  account  for  the  two  quar^ 
ters  closing  the  31st  of  December,  1793,  as  also  his 
War  Department  account,  ending  the  31st  of 
March  lasL 

The  Letter  was  read,  and  ordered,  with  the  pa-  ^ 
pers,  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Frioav,  May  9. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  making  further 
and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

On  motion  to  add  the  following  as  an  additional 
section  to  the  bill,  to  wit: 

"And  be  it  twHureaaOed,  That  thane  shdl  be  al- 
lowed and  pai^  fkom  and  after  dm  fint  day  of  June 
next,  to  each  private  aoldier  now  hi  Bsrflea^  or  luraal^ 
tw  to  be  enlMtad,  the  additional  pay  ei  me  doUu  par 
mond^  daring  dw  term  of  dieir  raspetittve  cnlMtment  :** 

It  passed  in  the  negative— yeas  7,  nays  16,  aa 

follows: 

Yais. — ^Meaars.  Edwards,  Henir,  Jadcamit  Ltvat- 
more,  Mrniis,  Potto,  and  Robs. 

NATs^Mesns.  Bradford,  Brown,  Bmr,  Butler,  EUa. 
worth,  Foster,  Frelinghuyaent  Gnnn,  Hawkina,  Iwd, 
King,  Langdon,  Maitiu,  Monroe,  Strong,  and  Taylor. 

On  motion  to  strike  out  the  following  words 
from  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  to  wit : 

**  And  under  radi  special  drcumttanoee  as  in  die 
<^tiiuon  of  the  Pieaident  of  the  United  States  ma^  i*. 
quire  an  angmentation  of  some  parts  of  their  ratuma, 
the  President  be  authorised  to  direct  sudt  augmentation 
as  he  may  judge  neoessaiy,  not  exceeding" 

It  pa-tsed  in  the  negative — yeas  9,  nays  11,  as 
follows : 

Ykas. — Messrs.  Burr,  Cabot,  Edwards,  Hawkkis, 
Jackson,  Martin,  Monroe,  Potts,  and  Ross. 

Nats.— Measis.  Bradiwd,  Brown.  EHswotth,  Foster, 
Gonn,  Iiaid,  Kng,  Langdmi,  Livemune.  Mimria,  and 
BtnMig. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third 

reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress  was  read  the  third  time. 
On  iQotiMi  to  KtakA  out  the  words  "first  Men 
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kKj  in  KoTcmber  next,"  and  inwrt  "second  Mon- 
day in  Norember  next,"  it  pnawd  in  the  ncgatiTe. 

Od  nwtion  that  this  bill  pus  u  engroued,  it 
passed  in  the  u«[BtiTe. 

Iftr.  BaowN,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
refjaned  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  French  in- 
b^Uanls  of  Galliopolis,  reported  the  fc^loviog 
Order: 

-TW  Rnfbs  Poteua,  MuMMh  Cirtier,  Robert  OU- 
w,  and  Griffin  Oreen,  do  appear  befere  th«  Senate  on 
Ae  da  J  of  December  next,  to  Aow  cause,  if  any 
Asgr  have,  why  lo  mndk  of  a  grant  and  deed  of  eon* 
wfanea  tot  mmn  handrad  and  iity  thonsmd  aensof 
land,  bofldoriBf  on  die  Ohiorirer,  executed  by  the  Pre- 
■liial  af  die  United  States,  to  the  esid  Patnam,  dfcc, 
In  tnst  fut  Aa  OUo  Company  of  Associates,  ponoaat 
to  an  act,  entitled  *  An  set  aathoming  die  grant  and 
eoBTsyauce  of  eettain  lands  to  the  OUo  Company  <^ 
Assndatae/  AaU  not  be  deobuad  void,  as  owy  be  soffi- 
<aent  to  satiaQr  the  dsnaa  of  dw  n«nA  settkn  at  Gal- 
bepolia. 

"tMired;  That  die  ddivMy  of  a  eopj  of  die  aborc 
Older  to  Rnlaa  Pataam,  Manassah  Cntier,  Robert  OB- 
w,  or  Griffin  Green,  and  the  pubfioation  of  the  same 
cam  wade  in  one  of  the  gaiettes  pnnted  in  dus  d^, 
Aan  be  deemed  soffident  notice  dwveof" 

Ordered^  That  this  report  He  for  connderati^n. 

MoNDAT,  May  12. 

A  mesaage  from  the  House  of  RefwesentatiTes 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  hara  passed 
a  bin,  entitled  "An  act  providiiur  for  thepayment 
of  certain  expenses  incurred  by  Fulwar  SVxpwith, 
on  public  account}'*  in  which  they  desire  thecon- 
enrrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  biU  last  brought  np  for  concurrence  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Ellowobtb, 
FuuHGBfiTSiif.  and  Rosa,  to  consider  and  re- 
port  tbereon  to  tne  Senate. 

Order^  That  the  rule  be  dispensed  with,  and 
that  Mr.  Ellsworth  have  permission  .to  brinsin 
a  bill  to  aotborize  District  Jud^  to  adjourn  Cir- 
evit  Coorts;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  ELLSwomTH,  Frblimghutsbm,  and  Rosa, 
to  eomider  and  rraort  thenon  to  the  Senate. 

The  ftdlowing  Message  was  received  from  the 

PUBSinBNT  OP  THE  UlflTEO  StATIS: 

GaUiemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  Me  Houte  of  R^men^tieet  i 

Am  die  Letter  whidi  I  farwarded  to  Congreas  on  die 
IMi  dn  of  Aprfl  last,  from  dw  Mmisler  FlenqioteB- 
tiaiy  efUa  Biitannie  Mi^esQr  to  the  Seoetaiy  of  State, 
m  answer  to  a  manorial  of  our  Mimster  in  London, 
nisled  to  a  wy  interesting  aidgeet,  I  dMNight  it  proper 
net  to  delay  hs  eommanication.  But,  since  that  time, 
die  aw orial  itself  has  been  teoeiTed,  in  a  Jjotter  from 
oar  Mimster,  and  a  reply  has  been  msde  to  that  aaswer 
by  Aa  Secretaiy  of  State.  Copiea  of  dun  are,  theie- 
fcre,  DOW  tnatsmhted. 

I  aleo  send  the  eeoj  of  •  Letter  firom  the  Governor 
of  Rhode  Uand,  enckMong  an  Act  of  the  LegiaUtore  of 
Aat  State,  en^owcring  the  United  States  to  hold  lands 
widiin  the  same  iat  me  purpose  of  erecting  fortificar 
dons;  and  certain  pepers  eonoeming  patents  for  the 
donation  lands  to  the  ancient  settlMs  of  Tinoennea 
apon  the  Wabash.  O.  WASHINQTOM. 

Unran  SrATsi^  ifay  \%  17M. 


The  Message  and  p*pen  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  engrossed  bill  in  addition  to  the  Act  for 
making  further  and  more  effectual  prorision  fw  the 
protection  of  the  frtmtiers  of  the  United  Statea," 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  VicB  Pjiebident  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  ngoed  Jacob  Morgan,  chairman,  addressed 
to  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate  of  Congress,  enclos- 
ing "Resolutions  of  a  meeting  of  a  number  of  the 
manufacturers  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  reapeot- 
iug  a  further  revenue  by  an  excise  npcm  certahi 
domestie  mano^tnreB,  as  contemplated  by  the 
House     Refwesentatires  of  Congress.*' 

On  motion  that  diese  resolutions  be  read,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmatire— yeas  14,  nays  10,  as 
follows: 

Tkasi— Messrs.  Brown,  Borr,  Edward^  Foster,  Oiuui» 
Hawkins,  Henry,  Jackson,  Lsngdoa,  Martin,  Momoe, 
Potts,  Robinson,  snd  Ross. 

Nats^Mssmb.  Bradted,  Bnder,  Cabot,  EUswutd^ 
FrsttaijMnwen,  baid,  King,  liwimoia,  Honi^  and 
Rnthsrftaid. 

The  resolulion  being  read,  a  motitm  was  made 
as  follows : 

A  paper  dgned  Jacob  Morgan,  dianman,  having 
been  nmd,  and  die  same  mpearing  to  be  disrespected 
to  the  Senate,  ordered  diat  tte  same  be  iWnissnil" 

On  which  the  prerious  question  was  mored  for, 
to  wit: 

Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?  and  it 
passed  in  the  affirmatiTe— yeas  15,  nays  %  as 

follows: 

Ykas.— Messn.  Bradford,  Biowo,  Bnder,  Cabot,  Ells- 
worth, Foster,  Fielinghnysen,  Gnnn,  Heniy,  Izard,  King, 
Livermore,  Morris,  Potts,  and  RmheiAud. 

NATB^Meesis.  Burr,  Edwards,  Hawkins,  Jacksoa, 
Langdoo,  Martin,  Monroe,  Rolnnson,  and  Ross. 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  main  question,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmatiTe— yeaa  15,  nays  9^  as 

fbUows: 

YsAs^Messrs.  Bradford,  Bntler,  Cabot,  EDswoctht 
Foster,  Fielinghnysen,  Gunn,  Hawkins,  Heniy,  laaid, 
Kiiw,  Uvemwne,  Morris,  Potts,  and  Rutherftud. 

NAYs^Messrs.  Brovm,  Bnir,  Edwards,  JacksM, 
Laagdon,  Martin,  Monroe,  Robinson,  and  Boaa, 

So  it  was  onkted,  that  a  paper  signed  Jacob 
hforgaa,  chairman,  haTing  been  readj  and  the 
same  ^^pearing  diarespectnil  to  the  Senat^  that 
the  same  be  dismissed. 

On  motion  that  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Pinckney, 
the  answer  <tf  Mr.  Hammond,  and  the  letter  of 
the  Secretary  Of  State  of  the  Ist  of  Bday,  to  Bb. 
Hammond,  relative  to  the  British  instractions  of 
the  8th  June  lasL  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
members  of  the  Senate. 

Tdebdat,  May  IX 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  reptHl  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  French  inhabitants  of  Galliopo- 
lis; and  the  report  beingamended,  was  agreed  to, 
and  it  was  accordingly 

OrSertdy  That  Rufiis  Fatnam,  Manassah  Cut- 
ler, Robert  (MiTer,  and  Oriffin  Green,  do,  upon  the 
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<hinl  Monday  of  December  next,  dunr  catue  to 
the  Benate  why  so  much  of  the  ensts  of  land  to 
them,  the  said  RoAji  Putnam,  Manaasah  Cutler, 
Robert  Olirer,  and  Oriffin  Oreen,  pursoaBt  to  an 
act,  nititled  '*  An  act  authorizing  the  grant  and 
•osTeyance  of  certain  lands  to  the  Ohio  Compa- 
ny of  Associates,"  ^all  not  be  declared  void,  as 
ma^  interfere  with,  and  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  the 
elaims  of  the  French  settlers  of  Ghlliopolis. 

Ordered,  That  the  ddirery  of  a  copy  of  the 
ahere  order  to  Roftis  Putnam,  Manassab  Catler, 
Robert  OUrer,  or  Griffin  Gircen,  and  the  publica- 
tion of  the  same  one  month  in  one  of  the  ^ettes 
printed  in  diis  city,  ^ali  be  denned  raffiuent  bo-. 
ticelhezeDf. 

A  message  ttam  the  Honse  oi  ReprcBeutatires 
infbrmed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
«  bUL  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Reuben 
'Snuni  and  Nathan  Strong,"  in  whieh  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  SeiMte. 

The  bill  last  brbuaht  up  for  eeoeaROhoe  was 
nad  the  Irsttime,  and  ordered  to  a  seeend  reading. 

The  petition  of  Dennis  M'Ready,  and  «thcie, 
in  behalf  of  the  manufaetiuera  <a  tobaeeo  and 
snuff;  against  an  additional  tax  on  those  articles, 
was  presented  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  Ibble. 

Mr.  £u.ewoiiTBj  fron  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  authorize  District  Judges 
to  adjourn  Circuit  Courts,  reported  the  bill  amend- 
ed; and  the  report  being  agreed  to^  and  the  bill 
amended  aeeoroingly,  the  ruk  was  dispensed  with, 
and  the  lull  was  reul  die  third  time,  and  passed. 

Wbdmbsd4T,  hhff  14, 

Mr.  ELLflwoBTBj  fi-om  the  comimittee  to  whom 
Iras  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing 
for  the  payment  of  certain  expenses  incurred  by 
Fuhrar  Skipwitb,  on  pubtte  account,"  reported 
mendmeots,  which  were  adopted;  and  the  bill 
was  amended  accordingly.  The  rule  being  dis- 
peiiavd  Wi^,  the  tnll  was  then  read  the  third  time, 
«Bd  Mased. 

The  Wn  wnt  from  ^  House  of  Represmtetires 
fin  concmratte,  entided  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Reuben  Smith  knd  Nathan  Sttoag,"  was  read  the 
Moond  time,  ftnd  ordered  to  a  thifd  rauiii^. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
wferred  Hw  bill  entitled  "  An  act  ibr  erecting  a 
light-house  on  the  bland  of  Segnin  in  the  dismet 
of  Maioe,"  reported  amendments,  which  Were 
adopted,  and  the  bill  was  amended  aeeordingty,  and 
the  rule  being  dispensed  with,  the  bill  was  r^ 
the  third  time. 

Seeolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

A  motion  was  made  AdA  the  next  seauon  of 
Congress  be  held  at  Boston. 
.  Ordered,  Th*t  ddsmolieBlM  for  consideration. 

TnvBBnAT,  May  IB. 

The  bill  wnt  from  the  House  of  Representa 
tires  for  concurrence,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the 
of  fteuben  Smitn  and  Nathan  Strong,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


B(r.  Ellbwobts,  from  the  committee  to  whoBB 
was  referred  certain  resolntioas  mored  for  the 
15th  (rf*  A[tfil  last,  by  the  Senators  of  Kentneky. 
relating  to  the  navigation  of  the  Misussii^  and 
the  negotiatiim  at  the  Court  of  Spain,  reported— 

<*  That,  fn  the  negotiation  now  esnymg  on  at  Madrid 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  the  right  of  Hia 
fonner  to  the  fiee  DaTig^ioii  of  the  Missisnp^  is  well 
■■ssif  i  and  dsmonsMsd,  and  tlwar  ckhn  to  its  enjoy- 
ncat  is  panned  with  all  the  tmaAatty  taA  famnew 
whidi  *b«  magnltade  of  the  snbjeot  deoiinds,  end  will 
doabtleM  oontiDas  ta  bfrM  pai— d  antil  e^Mtdua 
be  (riilu&sdt  «r  advene  ■iisiiiisliiliiw  shall  nmim  Ae 
teUwptegwmoflhenegwHBrtimhHfsaBaseMs.  IW, 
mlbe  fieent  state  ef  die  hmbumt,  it  wobU  be  hane- 
par  fin- Cemrsae  to  intarian.  B«t,i&  aidsr  t*-a«ti^ 
tihe  dliacns  of  As  Vvitei  State  mon  iDuaediat^  in- 
tented  in  the  event  of  this  uegotubiui,  Uiat  Ifae  Uated 
States  have  maSaimfy  aHerted  Hmu-  lif^t  to  the  fiee 
vsa  of  the  Damgation  of  tha  mw  MteiaBtpin,  and  have 
employed  uidiriU  continue  to  pursue  such  musausss  as 
•le  beat  adapted  to  obtam  the  eigoyBient  ef  this  im- 
TTitint  f'yri^i>rinl  Tgh*i  the  ommiite  taosmmend  Ant 
itbe  moi*ed  hr  the  Senate, 

"  That  die  i^eadsnt  of  Ae  United  State  be  end  he 
herd)y  is  reqneated  l»  eanae  to  ba  coaUMBSsated  to  jAe 
Executive  of  the  State  of  Kentuckir,  aadi  part  ef  die 
existing  negotiation  between  the  tTnited  State  and 
Spain,  relative  to  this  subject,  as  he  may  deem  adnaa- 
Ue  and  consistent  with  the  course  of  negotktiona 

And  the  report  was  adopted. 

Or^kred,  That  the  Secretary  lay  a  copy  of  this 
proceeding  bef(M%  the  President  op  tbb  United 
Stateb. 


Fbidav,  May  16. 

A  BMisace  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
Uifimned  the  Senate,  that  the  House  hare  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  join  such  oommittee  as 
the  Senate  shall  appoint,  to  report  what  business 
is  necessary  to  be  done  tmore  the  ekwe  of  the  see- 
ston^  and  when  it  will  be  proper  to  aid  the  present 
session ;  and  request  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  Senate.  And  they  have 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  jwoviuon 
tot  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  ma  balances 
due  to  certaui  States  nvan  a  final  setdmnent  of 
the  accoonta  between  the  United  States  and  Ae 
individaal  Stntca,"  in  whieh  they  desire  the  eon- 
ourreace  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  from  die  House  of  Re- 
presentatives  for  coBcnrrence  was  read  die  first 
time  and  ordered  to  a  second  leading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  die  eonsideradon  of 
the  reselntioa  last  sent  irom  the  Honse  of  Repre- 
eentrndres,  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee; and 

JReeohed,  That  they  do  concur  tfamin,  and  that 
Messrs.  King,  Ellswobtb.  and  Hawkins,  be  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  tlie  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaty  acquaint  the 
House  of  Representatires  therewith. 

The  petition  of  Moses  Brown  and  others,  mer- 
chants of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  praying  that 
further  time  may  be  allowed  than  the  law  nro- 
vtdes,  to  enable  them  to  recorer  the  drawbaeK  <m 
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«ertuii  fantai  goods  iasmioi  for  czporuttion,  to 
reuotas  statM  m  the  pedtioD. 

Ordered,  That  this  petkioD,  together  with  the 
l^tioB  o(  Oliver  db  ThompMHi,  and  others,  mer- 
lihants  vi  the  State  of  BlarylaDd,  on  a  similar  nib- 
jeet,  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Cabot,  Ellsworth, 
and  Uawcihs,  to  touMtr  and  report  thereon  to 
the  Senate. 

MoMUT,  May  19. 

The  Vice  pBSsiDEirr  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  P.  Legatu^  praying  their  patronage 
of  hi*  vineyard,  established  at  a  place  called 
Bpringmill,  in  the  State  of  PeonsylTania;  which 
was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  they  have  passed  a  bill 
entitled  "An  act  laying  additional  daties  on 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported  into 
the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or 
Teasels in  wkich  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  ImII  sent  from  the  House  o7  Representa- 
tires  Ibr  cmennrence,  attitled  **Aa  act  making 
novision  for  faymeM  of  Ae  interest  on  the 
oalances  due  to  ceruin  States  upon  the  final  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  between  the  United  States 
and  the  individual  States,"  was  read  the  second 
time^  and  referred  to  Menrs.  Cabot,  Jackson, 
MoniuiL  Potts,  and  ELLSwonTH,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Jackbom  gave  notice  that  he  should  to- 
morrow move  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  Pbbsident  of  tub  United  States, 
daruu  the  recess  of  the  present  Congress,  if  he 
shall  think  the  same  necessary,  to  cause  to  be  pur- 
chased or  built  a  number  of  vessels^  to  'be  equip- 
ped as  galleys  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Tdbbdat,  May  30. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
mformed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  for  furnishing  the  Executives  of  the 
several  States  with  a  copy  of  the  book  marited 
A,  deposited  in  the  Treasury  ISepartment  by  the 
Commissioners  who  settled  the  accounts  between 
the  individual  States  and  the  United  States,  in 
which  they  desire  die  eoncdrrence  of  the  Senate, 
was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

&fr.  Kinu  reported,  from  the  ^int  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  consideration  a[  what 
hosiness  is  necessary  to  he  done  before  the  dose 
of  Ae  session,  and  men  it  will  he  proper  to  end 
Aepresent  nssion:  and  the  report  was  read. 

Ordem^  That  this  report  lie  on  the  table. 

The  HU  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tires  for  concurrence,  entitled  '*An  act  laying 
additional  duties  oa  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise imported  into  the  United  States  and  on  the 
tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,"  was  read  die  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  OmiN,  Bllswobtb, 
Ktno,  LtvBBMOHB,  and  Mobbib,  to  confer  and 
report  diereon  to  the  Senate. 


The  foUowing  Message  was  raeciTed  ftom  dw 
Pbbbibbht  op  t«b  UHrrn  Statib  : 

Oenilemm  of  the  Senate, 

and  of  tHe  Houk  <if  A^prescntaf^  .* 

In  tiie  communicstions  whidi  I  have  made  to  Cm* 
gress  during  the  present  session  relatire  to  foraign 
naljonB,  I  have  omitted  no  mportnni^  of  tertifying 
my  atixietr  to  presem  the  United  Strtes  in  pasfla. 
It  is  pecofiariy,  therefore,  mjr  dutj,  at  this  time  to  tagr 
before  you  the  present  state  of  certain  hostile  threats 
■gabut  the  territoties  of  Spaja  In  our  nei^botbeed. 

The  cbcnmenta  wkkb  acoMapany  this  ni  niiiiu  de- 
v^pe  the  measines  which  I  have  tdnn  to  sttpawss 
them,  and  the  iatelUgMKe  which  has  been  ktdly  re- 
ceived* 

It  mil  be  seesi  from,  Aenoe  that  the  solgeet  has  not 
been  nagleetsd ;  that  every  powar  veiled  in  tte  Bxan- 
tire  on  eudi  oecanons  has  been  exoeted;  aodthaidMas 
was  reason  to  believe  that  the  Miterprise  projected 
against  the  Spanish  dominions  was  TsMiiqalBbed. 

But  it  appears  to  have  been  mired  upon  princ^dea 
which  Set  pnbHc  order  at  defiance,  and  place  the  peace 
of  the  Uiuted  States  in  die  discretion  of  unsnthotixed 
indtvidttda.  The  means  dready  deposited  hi  ^  dtf* 
ftrentdspviBMiitB  af  Oowmssant  an  shown,  by,  ei' 


psrisncs^  not  to  be  adsqaate  So  Ases  h^h  exigendes, 
ahhoi^  sudi  ^  Asm  aa  are  Mged  in  the  hands  <tf  the 
SxeealiTe  riiall  osntinne  to  be  ased  with  promptasss, 
•ncigy,  and  docssioB,  piopartiened  to  die  case.  Bat  I 
am  impeOad;  by  the  jpowlion  of  our  puMic  aAtn,  ti>re- 
oonunend  that  pforuion  be  made  for  a  ehrsfse  and 
man  vigorous  <^q>oaition  than  oan  be  gtvMi  to  rash 
hosttla  movements  under  the  laws  as  they  new  stand. 

CWASHINGTOXY. 
ITiiiTBD  Statbs,  Ua^  SO,  1794. 

The  Message  and  papers  thwefai  rafeired  to 
were  read,  and  «dered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Cabot,  frmn  die  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  oill,  entitled  "  An  act  makins  pron- 
sion  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  ba- 
lances due  to  certain  States  Upon  a  flual  settlement 
of  the  accoimts  between  the  United  Sutes  and 
the  individual  States,"  reported  an  additioial  sec- 
tion ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

OroeredL  That  it  lie  for  consideration. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Jackson  obtained  per- 
mission to  introduce  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Pbb- 


subnt  or  the  Unitbo  States,  during  the 
of  the  present  Cimgress,  if  he  shall  Aink  thesame 
neeessary,  to  eaose  to  be  porehased  or  hoilt  a 
nuBsber  of  vasseb,  to  be  eqatpped  as  gmUeysin  the 
serrtee  of  the  Uwted  Statca ;  ud  the  bill  waaac- 
oDidiagly  read  the  fitat  tiaae,awl  oideMd  •»•■«- 
eond  TBBding. 

Wbdnssbat,  May  21. 

The  VicB  PBBBinBHt  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
State,  with  an  abstract  of  the  vexations  and  spo- 
liations on  the  commerce  of  tiie  United  States. 
The  Letter  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  and  Abstract  therein 
referred  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  16th  instant,  the  petition  of  Moses 
Brown  and  others,  repcnrted  a  bill  for  extendhig 
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the  bonflt  of  ■<  dtawbtek  and  terras  of  cretf  t  in 
oertuD  cases  and  for  odier  purposes ;  whUA  was 
lead  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resola- 
tioD  sent  from  the  House  of  Represeotatives  for 
concurrence,  for  furDisbing  the  Executives  of  the 
several  States  with  a  copy  of  the  book  marked  A, 
depmited  in  the  Treasury  Department  by  the  Com- 
missioners who  settled  the  accounts  b^ween  the 
individual  States  and  the  United  States;  and 

On  motira  to  refer  the  resolution  to  a  committee 
to  consider  and  report  thereon,  it  passed  in  ^e 
native — yoaa  d,  nays  11,  as  follows : 

TiAS^Mflwrs.  Brown,  Foster,  Hswkins,  Martin, 
If  Miroe,  Potts,  Robinson,  Rots,  and  Vining. 
-   NxTa^Messrs.  Brsdfbtd,  Cabot,  BUswortli,  Prtfing* 
hiqrBen,  Gunn,  Hem7,  Jaekmi,  Iiard,  Livensore,  Mor- 
ris, and  Rntherfbrd. 

On  motion,  it  was  aj^eed  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  this  resolution. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  PaEeiDENT  op  the 
UniTEn  States,  during  the  recess  of  the  present 
Congress  if  he  shall  think  the  same  necessary,  to 
.cause  to  be  built  or  purchased «  number  of  tcmcIs, 
to  be  eouipped  as  galleys  in  the  serrice  of  the 
United  BUtes,  was  read  the  second  time  and  re> 
Amd  to  Messrs.  Jackson,  RoTBBRpmD,  and  Ca- 
noT.  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Btr.  OoHN.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  laying  addition- 
al duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage 
of  ships  or  ressels,"  reported  amendments;  which 
were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  eonaidemtim  thereof  be 
postponed. 

The  following  Message  was  received  ftOm  the 
Pbbsident  of  the  United  States  : 
Gmtiemen  of  the  SmaU,  and 

of  the  Houte  of  RepreamtiUivet 

I  lay  beibre  yoo,  in  oonfldence,  nmdry  p^wrs  b; 
which  yrni  will  peroNve  the  state  of  affidis  between  us 
and  tbe  Six  NatlMy^  and  the  i^obable  caose  to  which  it 
ia  owing ;  and  also  ecortain  infcnnation,  whereby  it  would 
^ipear  that  some  encnachmeiit  was  about  to  be  made 
m  our  tertitoiy  by  an  officer  and  pai^itf  British  trooi*. 
Pnweeding  njKHi  a  suppositMHi  of  ttie  authentici^  of 
this  ininiiiation,  ahhongh  of  a  private  nature,  I  have 
canaad  fte  r^maeataliMt  to  be  made  to  the  British 
MinislH-,  a  copy  of  whiefa  accompanies  dds  Message. 

It  oBiUMl  be  neeeaaaiy  to  oomment  upon  the  veiy 
wmkm  Batwe  of  a«di  an  MKroachment,  nor  to  uge 
that  tbk  new  state  of  tUngs  nggeets  the  propriety  of 
pladBg  du  Unitad  States  in  a  posture  of  eSKtual  pre- 
paralion  far  an  erent  wbkfa,  notwithstanding  the  en- 
dsanm  making  te  BVeit  it,  Buqr>  by  ciieanistanoes  beyond 
oar  control,  be  farced  upon  iw. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 
Ubitsd  Statsb,  May  Jl,  ITM. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to, 
were  read,  ana  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  following  biUs  and  resolve,  in  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  the  Senate:  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  compensate  Arthur  St  Ckir;" 
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the  bilL  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  settle- 
ment of  the  account  of  Lewis  Dnbttivfor  his  ser- 
vices in  the  late  Army  of  the  United  States the 
bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next 
anoual  meeting  of  Congress;"  and  •  resolve  that 
Congress  adjourn  on  the  third  day    June  next. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresentB*- 
tives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  com- 
pensate Arthur  St.  Clair,"  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  author- 
ize the  settlement  of  the  account  of  Lewis  Dubois, 
for  his  services  in  the  late  Army  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence;  entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  the 
time  for  the  next  aimual  meeting  of  Congress," 
was  read  the  first  time,  and  ord^ed  to  a  second 
reading. 

The  resolve,  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  concurrence,  that  Congress  adjourn  on 
the  third  day  of  June  next,  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 


TatTBSDAT,  May  22. 

Or(2ered,ThatMe8srs.BLLswoBTH,LiVERMOBB, 
and  Monroe,  be  a  committee  to  report  a  bill  to 
authorize  a  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Loan  offi- 
cers, for  clerk  hire  and  stationery. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  committee  be  instruct- 
ed to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  for  mitigating  or 
remittingiine^  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  incarred 
imder  the  revenue  laws,  in  cases  not  now  provided 
for. 

That  the  same  committee  be  'jnstnieted  to  bring 
In  a  Ull  further  to  extend  the  time  for  receiving 
on  loan  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  States ; 
and 

That  the  same  committee  be  also  instructed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  ctmtinue  in  force  the  "  Act  for 
the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debL" 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  the  Message 
of  the  PREaiDBMT  OF  THE  Uniteo  States^  of  the 
19th  of  February  last,  respecting  the  Jadiuary,  be 
enjoined  to  report.  « 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  com- 
pensate Arthur  St.  CUiir,"  ms  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Bbown,  Qomm,  and 
ViifiM^  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representap 

tives  for  concurrence,  ratiUed  "  An  act  to  authorize 
the  settlement  of  the  accoimt  of  Lewis  Dubois,  for 
his  Services  in  the  late  Army  of  the  United  States," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee last  appmnted,  to  consider  and  report  thers- 
on  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  b^  the  committee  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  laving  additional  duties  on  good^ 
wares,  and  mcrcoandise,  imported  into  the  Unitea 
States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  diips  or  vesseb;') 
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triiieh  were  adopted,  and  the  bill  was  amended 
accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  fail!  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Report  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War,  on  twenty-three  additional  claims  for  com- 
pensatioD  to  invalid  pensioners ;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill  for  extending  the  benefit  of  a  drawback 
and  terms  of  credit  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other 
purposes,  WW  read  a  seccmd  time;  anil,  being 
amended, 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  engnnied  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tires  for  etmcnrrenee,  entided  "  An  act  to  alter  the 
time  for  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Gongres^*' 
WW  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  nasa  to  the  third  readily. 

The  Senate  resmned  the  conuderation  of  the 
MM^e,  sent  from  the  Hoeae  ot  RefitesenlntireB 
fee  eoncnritMe,  thirt  Congress  adjoun  on  the  3d 
day  of  Jmie  next^  and 

Retoltedj  That  tiiey  do  eomntr  therein. 

The  Senaice  zcaumed  the  conaideralioH  of  the 
resolrc,  sent  fmn  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  eoncDrreace,  "  for  famishing  the  ExecntiTea  of 
the  sciTeffal  St^s  with  a  copy  m  the  book  mwked 
A,  deposited  in  the  Ttcasorr  Department  by  the 
CoannissioMn  who  settled  the  acoonnts  between 
the  indiridoal  States  and  the  United  States." 

On  iB<rti<m,  it  was  agreed  to  amoid  thte  resolv^ 
by  inseittDg  ''at  their  own  expense,"  aj^er  the 
wor^  '^sercml  States.** 

-  OnmotiontoconeukithereielDtMnaaaiMndt 
ed^^xtlMscd  in  the  negttiTe— yeu S, nays  15, as 

Tn*s   Mas—.  HawUn^  Ikbrlm,  Momos,  Ross,  and 

Nats— MflSMs.  Bndfbrd,  Brown,  Cst>ot,  EUnrorth, 
Fester,  Freliofhaysen,  Gnnn,  Hemy,  Jadcson,  Iiard, 
Idvsnaor^  Mwri%  Potts,  RoUnsMii^d  Rutherftard. 

Trioat,  May  23. 

Mr.  ELLewoRTH,  from  the  committee  appoint 
Yesterday^  for  the  purpose,  reported  the  tnree  fol- 
lowing bills:  A  bul  to  continue  in  force  the  act 
for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt ;  a  bill 
further  extending  the  time  for  receiving  on  loan 
the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  States;  and  a 
bill  authorizing  a  settlement  of  certain  expenses 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Loans ;  which  bills  were 
sererally  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  se- 
cond reading. 

The  ennoesed  bill  for  extending  the  benefit  of 
a  drawback  and  terms  of  credit,  in  certain  cases, 
and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  tlurd  time, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  wther  consideration. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Pbesidbnt  of 
TBS  Cnitbo  States,  during  the  recess  of  the  pre- 
sent Congress,  if  he  shall  thmk  the' same  necessary, 
to  cause  to  be  built  or  purchased  a  number  of  ves- 
eels,  to  be  equipped  as  galleys  in  the  service  of  the 
3d  Con.— 5 


Uttlted  States,  reported  amendments,  iriiioh  were 
read. 

The  bin,  seat  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  ac  t  to  alter  the 
time  for  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Qmgress," 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passu. 

The  amendments  reported  on  the  bill  to  author- 
ize the  Presiobnt  of  tbe  United  Stateb,  during 
the  recess  of  the  present  Congress,  to  cause  to  be 
purchased  or  built  a  number  ofvessels,  to  be  equip- 
ped as  galleys,  in  the  service  at  the  tJnited  SUrtes, 
were  resumed. 

On  motion  to  adopt  the  first  section,  ameaded 
as  fotlowB : 

"  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Repre- 
teaiativa  of  the  Vttfted  Sttdea  ofAmeriat  tn  Cimgrm 
amaMed,  Thai  the  Pimdent  of  tbe  Uniled  Statas  be, 
and  he  ia  her^,  aadiwiied,  daring  the  leeass  of  Oe 
pnaeiit  C«igTW«,tftlM  same  shall  mpAaxtohim  neees* 
■ary  br  the  protection  of  Ae  United  Mates,  to  caw  a 
number  of  vmsbIs  to  be  bnit  ct  pordiasedfand  to  be 
fitted  out,  maimed,  anad,  and  eqni^ed,  as  gaDm,  in 
dw  aerviMitf  die  United  States;  the  ofieen  and  SMa 
to  be  on  &e  aarae  pay,  andto  leoeive  th«  same  aabaist- 
eace,  u  offieers  of  this  same  rank  and  man  are  entitled 
to  in  the  Ntrj  of  the  United  States:" 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  10,  nays  9,  as 
foUows: 

YcAs—Messra.  Cabot.  Frettnghnysani  Gvnn,  Heaq', 
Jackson,  lurd,  Monroe,  Morris,  Potta,*and  Rnftarflud. 

IVjkTs— MeMFs.  Bradibnl.  Brown,  BDswOilh,  Featst, 
Hatrkina,  Livennore,  Martin,  Robinaon,  and  Rosa. 

On  motion,  to  adopt  the  following  additiont^ 
clause  to  the  hill : 

'  ilttrf  »t  yWi-Mar  Moeto^  That  tfaam  be  appuniti- 
atedr  Sbs  the  pmpeae  aferaaaid,  Jha  mm  of  ene  hon^ad 
taA  My  thanaand  doUaia,  to  be  paidoatoflbe  prooaeda 
of  any  leranMaof  Ae  United  Stataa,whieh  n*w  are,  or 
beieaiker,  daring  the  preaent  aeaaion,  shall  be,  provided, 
not  beiiw  otiierwiae  sfpnvciated.  And  that  uie  Praai* 
dMit  d  the  United  Strtea  iw  anttopwd  to  take  on  k>an 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea,  oiof  any  other  body 
politic  m  corporate,  person  or  persona,  the  aatd  snm  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dioueand  dollars,  to  be  reimb&raed, 
prindpal  and  inteteat,  out  of  the  said  proceeds,  appro- 
priated  as  afinesaid,  according  to  aueh  contract  or  oofr 
tracts  which  shall  be  made  eiwoeniing  the  aame:" 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  11,  nays  8,  as 
follows : 

TsAs^Messrs.  Cabot,  Frdbagfaayaei^  Chnm,  Bsuy, 
Jackam,  Iiazdf  Mouoe,  Monns,  mt%  Robinson,  and 
Rntheifiud. 

NATS'— Mean.  Bradlbtd,  Broim,  BDsmia,  Fostar, 
HawUns,  Livei«ere,  Martin,  mi  l^om. 

And,  after  agreeing  to  flmher  amendmento,  dke 
bill  was  ordered  to  w  engrossed  fat « third  read- 
ing. 

The  following  Message  was  received  Aran  the 
President  of  the  Ujtited  States: 

GmikmeH  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Hauee  ^  S^tretentaHtea  t 
I  lay  bafora  yon  tiw  cwy  of  a  Letter  &(Mn  dw  Miniatsr 
Plenipotentiaiy  of  his  Britannic  M^eal;,  in  answer  to 
a  Letter  fifom  the  Secretaiy  of  State,  communicated  to 
CongreaaysBtaday;aadalw  dia  cc^ofaLrtterfrom 
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dM  SecMtaiy.wUch  u  nfnwdtow  fte  «bm  iMib- 

tiiued  Letter  of  the  Minuter. 

G.  WAaHINOTOK. 

Csix^D  8tatb»,  Mai/ 

The  Mesaiige  and  ^pers  were  read. 

Ordered,  Tui  (he  Message  and  pa^rs  thereia 
nSmnd  to,  together  with  the  eommuuieatioBS  re- 
fiBrred  to  in  tM  Meaaaoe  of  the  Prbbidwnv  op  thb 
Unitbb  8TATB0,  «f  Uue  Ultt  imtftpt^  be  printed 
£»r  ^  USB  (rf"  the  Seo%l«. 

The  Vios  PBsaiBENT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter,  signed  Ar^ur  St.  Clair,  resecting  the  I068 

«ertai&  horsM  in  the  rabUc  aerricfc 

Ordered,  That  this  JLetter  be  referred  to  the 
jMOMpittee  to  vhom  was  yesterday  referred  the 
jbUL  entitled  '*  An  act  to  coiopenaatc  Artbor  St 

Oa  M^ueM, 

-  Ordered,  TMt  the  Vice  P«BaiDE»T  be  eveuMd 
Aom  ateeodaaee  in  Benate,  after  Friday  next. 

Tb»  'bill,  Mkit  from  1^  House  ef  Represeittar 
tim  for  oooeoneaae,  entitled  "  Aa  *ot  laving  ed' 
•^tinmi  daties  on  goods,  -waras,  and  meMttandiae, 
imported  into  the  United  ^States,  and  en  die  ton- 
nage of  shipswveesds,"  was  nad  the  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made  to  reetove  Hit  fwntk  eee^ 
tion,  amended  as  i^ows : 

>*  And  be  it  further  maeied,  That,  upon  all  4fa^er 
e«N«k  «f  the  tfaited  Slates,  tlwM  fh»U  be  leriei} 
paidt  sAtt  th«la>td«yof  JwM  next>edu^  ofsixce^M 
^4amin  additientotiia  du|jaowchaq;eable  bylaw; 
and  vftm  'all  duH  ^  'sassK  belonging  wholly  or  ia 
nart  to  the  snt^ecta  or  eilisens  of  any  fimign  Power, 
which,  aSUr  tiie  said  last  day  of  Jnne  next,  sbmS  be  en- 
tered in  the  United  States,  from  any  fbniign  port  or 
]*wa»«ete  Shad  btimM  and  paid  adnty  ef  W  cenu 
>erten,in  eJdMon<e<w  da^wr  ihargjaUB  faylawt" 

And,  en  nie«k»,  it  was  ^teed.  that  themdMr 
btMHlderation  of  wis  -btU,  at  tina  tine,  he  podi- 
IpoBcd. 

SaTtTHDAV.THay 

The  biU  further  extendingthe  time  for  receiv- 
.ng,oa  loan  ([he  Domestic  X)ebt  01  the  United 
States,  was  read  the  second  time ;  and,  by  unani- 
aous  eonaent^.the  r^le  was  dispensed  with,  and 
Uie  bill  «nd  ne  third  tine,  and  passed. 

The  bill  authoriziitg  a  settlement  of  certain  ex- 
penses of  the  Commissioners  of  Loans,  was  read 
Uw  Mcw)^  vue,  aad  cwdereA  to  be  eoginssed  for  a 
ihird  reading. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  "  The  act  for  the 
leliefiof  panons  inprisoned  £9f  debt,"  was  read 
the  second  time ;  and,  by  uaanimons  consent,  the 
mle  was  diqtensed  with,  and  the  bill  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  pasaed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
determining  the  Northern  boundary  of  the  Territory 
ceded  to  the  United  States  br  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  and  a  bUl,  entitled  "An  act  making 
Ybrther  provision  ibr  securing  and  coUecting  the 
Katies  on  foteien  and  domestic  distilled  sprits, 
ttills,'wineB,and^teaB  f  ia -which  senral  bifis,  they 
iteaire  the  fioucuncnec  of  thefieute. 


The  bills  last  mentioned  veie  serenlly  xtMi, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
On  motion,  that  the  eworossed      to  authocize 

the  PRBSIDBNT  OF  TUB  UviTEO  BxATBe,  dudtUT 

the  recess  of  the  present  Congress,  if  he  shaA 
think  the  same  necessary,  to  cause  to  be  built  or 
purchased,  a  number  of  vessels,  to  be  equipped  9» 
galleys,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  be 
read  the  third  time, 

A  motion  was  made  to  postpone  the  tjiird  read^ 
ins  of  the  bill  at  this  time,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  into  consideration  the  following  motion : 

"ThatacoamiMaeorflTebe  anwhUed  ta  eonsUer 
and  report  what  oAer  meaaoies  are  neceaaaiy  to  be 
adopted,  dnring  tha  jpiMnk  pefrion,  far  the  ddia^  of 
the  United  fiWea,  together  with  a  taller  biUB  for  cany* 
ing  the  aame  into  efibct:** 

Which  passed  in  the  negaliTe.  Whenapan, 
th*  bill  was  read  the  third  tone,  and  ^mtd. 

Ordertd,  That  Messrs.  Pons,  Eu^wontn, 
iBAsn,  MonnoB,  and  Caaor,  be  a  cemnittee  le 
consider  and  report  what  other  meaeui 


irea  axe 


cessary  to  be  adopted,  during  the  peeaent  scsskn, 
for  the  defaaeeotlhe  United  States, together  anth 
a  bin  or  biUs  jbr-earrring  the  same  into  effect. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  toe  oonunittaetaiRhom  waa 
referred  the  petitien^f  Qeerge  Taylor  mad  others, 
pimeimi  ekrha  'm  the  sereral  Pepaaeaenta,  ae- 
ported  a  bill^  aUowing  an  additienal  compensation 
to  the  prtnoipal  clerks  in.  the  DepartnMttt  of  State^ 
and  the  Treasvy  and  War  DenanoMMs,  for  the 
yw  1T94 ;  which  htll  was  nan,  and  (wdflRd  to  a 
second  reading. 

The  third  reading  of  the  hiU  for  extending 
benefit  of  a  dwwfaa^nnd  tnma  of  ondit  in  cer- 
tain cases,  and  for  other  porposea,  wa  ieawnad 

Sesolvedy  That  this  bill  pass;  and  thatithe  tide 
thereof  be  'fM'>«t^  eiten(Ui«  the  henefit  d  a 
drawback  and  terms  of  credit  in  certain  case^i  w4 
fin  othn  pt^oKs." 

MoNDATj'May  2fi. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitlal  "An  act  for  deter- 
mining the  Northern  boundary  of  the  Territorv 
ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,"  was  read  the  second  time,  uid  referred 
to  Messrs.  Rutherpuro,  Hawkins,  and  Bbowh, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  Hoase  of  Repre* 
sentatives  have  pessed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  lay- 
ing certain  duties  upon  snun  and  refined  sugar," 
in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  laying  cer- 
tain duties  upon  snuff  and  refined  sugar,"  was  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  authorizing  a  settlement  of 
certain  ejtpenses  of  the  Commissioners  of  Loans, 
WHS  read  tne  tfaird  time. 

Jtetolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  *'An  act  authorizing  a  settlement  of 
eertnin  expenses  of  the  Conunisaionera  of  Lonns." 
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The  biU  aUowiog  an  additiooal  compeBsation  to 
the  principal  clerks  in  the  Department  of  State, 
lUd  the  Treasary  and  War  I)e[MrtmeD;ts,  for  the 
r«ar  L794t  ins  read  the  sec(md  time,  and,  bv  una- 
■imoua  ewMeni,  ihe  rule  vas  diepeawd  with,  afid 
Ike  lull  was  read  ifae  third  time,  and  paised. 

Ur.  Potts,  from  ike  oonuniCtM  afifninted  f« 
the  porpose,  reported  a  biU  to  increase  the  mili- 
tary Awee  of  die  United  SiaCe^  and  to  eBcoaria^ 
the  reemiting  service ;  which  was  rMd,  and  or- 
ifcfvd  to  a  setiofld  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  Itie  consideration  of  the 
jgjjentetent  lepajted  by  ihv  committee  to  whom 
WB  Interred  the  Mtl,  entiilpd  "An  act  making  pro- 
tUiod  for  the  payraent  of  the'intcrest  on  the  ba- 
lan-ri'^  due  to  certain  States  upon  a  final  settle- 
ment of  the  ficcounrs  hecnet^n  the  United  States 
and  ih^  il^'Hdual  Staic>.'' 

On  raatiou  that  lIk-  aiDcnd^ment  be  adopted,  it 
pa^svd  itj  UR-iik-guiivi' — y(  :is5i,  nays  11,  as  folloirs: 

Yxx*. — ^Meam.  Brown,  Guu^  Jackton,  Monroe, 
Momt,  Pott^  Rohinaon,  "Ran,  and  Rutherford. 

Nati— Meam.  Bradford*  Cabot,  BUvwoith,  Fofter, 
Bawkini,  Heniy,  Iwid,  King,  LiTenuore,  Martin,  and 
Vlning. 

The  followii^  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States  : 
GtnUeaun  of  the  Senate^  and 

of  the  Houae  of  RepramtaUveB  : 

The  CommiMionen  of  his  Catholic  Majea^  having 
eammomcated  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale  the  form  of  a 
oartOcBt^  wiAout  irtiidi  the  TCMela  of  die  United 
•tatM  eaanot  be  admitted  into  Ae  pmta  of  i^aln,  I 
OiDk  H  ftoftis  to  lay  it  httof  Cmtmnm. 

a  WABHINQTON. 

UsiTu  Statbi,  ifby  80, 1794. 


TtiESDAT,  May  27. 

Mr.  Ellsvoetb,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Message  of  the  Prbsidsnt  or 
TpK  Unitbd  States,  of  the  19th  of  Febroary  last, 
with  a  representalioo  inmi  the  Justices  of  the  gu- 
preme  Coort,  xepprted  that  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  he  poetponed  to  Ae  next  aession  of 
CfUigTess ;  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

The  Message  yesterday  receirea  from  the  Prs- 
bident  of  tbb  United  States,  iraosniitting  the 
Cchdh  a  certificate,  without  which  the  vesMls  of 
the  United  States  cannot  be  admitted  into  the 
{wrts  of  Spain,  together  with  the  fona  pf  the  cer- 
tificate therein  rderred  to,  were  read,  wnd  ordered 
to  lie  for  cqnsidei^tion. 

The  Senate  resumed  Ah?  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Aepresentauves  for 
concorrence,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision 
for  the  jpynient  of  the  interest  on  the  balances  due 
to  certain  States  upon  a  final  settlementof  theac- 
counts  between  the  United  States  and  the  indi- 
Tkdnal  Sutes." 

On  motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  instruc- 
tions to  the  committee  to  report  an  amendment 
for  carrying  into  effect  an  aasumption  of  tbe  Do- 
jnesUc  Pehts  of  the  icredUor  States,  to  the  amount 
of  the  Ibalanete  re^dgrteil  to  be  dq^  to  .theia,  it 
mftHA  ifi  like  qcgmiTex-jMa^  ^y«  it«/aIUnr«: 
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YiAs. — Menn,  Jackaon,  Potts,  Bolanson,  Rm^  and 

Rutherfiird. 

N^TBi^ — Messrs.  Bradford,  Brown,  Cabot,  Ellsworth, 
Poster,  FrelinghuyHin,  Hawkins,  Heniy,  hard,  Kmg, 
Livennore,  Martin,  and  Morris. 

On  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  to  wit : 

"  Be  it  maeted  the  £ena/e  and  Rouse  o/Bepre- 
aaUativea  oftke  Untied  Statea  of  Anufiea,in  Conffxst 
auembledt^rbvt  interest  upon  the  balances  reported  to 
be  due  to  certain  State*,  by  the  Commisnonen  for  set* 
tling  aeeounta  between  tbe'Unhed  Btattoa  andin^fidual 
Statea,  be  aOowed  from  the  last  day  of  December,  out 
thoDsand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-niiie,  and  to  be 
eompatad  to  the  last  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
seven  bandied  and  nine^-fonr,  at  the  rale  of  ibox  per 
fjwrfnm  ptr  »Tiniiiii  •  uid  that  die  amoant  of  such  iHtS" 
rest  be  placed  to  die  credit  of  die  State  to  whidi  dM 
same  shall  bs  foand  due  i^on  the  books  of  th«  Tm^ 
snry  of  dv  United  States^  and  shall  bear  an  intamst  of 
three  per  oeotom  per  umnm,  from  and  after  the  said 
last  day  oi  Deoember,  one  Ihonaand  seven  hundred  aaA 
ninety-four:" 

It  passed  in  the  n^ative— yeas  %  naya  11,  as 
follows:. 

TbaS'— MeBBa>  Bnnfu,  Ounn,  Hawkins,  Jacfcan^ 
Martin,  PottSf  Rofainsni,  Ross,  and  RndwrfiavL 

I^ATs^Meam.  Bradfod,  Cabot,  Blbvevdi*  FofHsr, 
Frelin^uysen,  Hmtf,  Inid,  Ktai^  UvsnMNte,  Mmbiw 
and  Vitdng* 

Ordered,  That  this  hill  pass  to  the  tJiird  rt^iitg> 
The  hill  s«it  from  the  House  <i:if  Rcpres^nu^ 
ti^es  for  concarrence,  entitled  "An  act  inaklng 
further  provision  for  securing  and  coliectina  the 
duties  on  foreign  and  domestic  ttisiillcd  sjiirirs, 
stills,  wines,  and  teas,"  was  rciul  ilm-  si-cmid  limp, 
and  reierred  to  Messrs. Gonm,  E  llsw  i  m  i  n.  I'l-  rrs, 
Cabot,  and  Emo,  to  consider  ami  n  jKin  ilu  rvdft 
to  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  eo^tled  "An  act  to  amend  thaaet,  eniaded 
'An  act  to  enaUe  the  oAeers  and  soiiiers  of  tha 
Vi^iaia  Hne  on  Continental  BstahUshm^to  oh- 
tala  ti^  10  oCTtain  lands  tying  Mttfdiwest  of  die 
river  CMiio,  between  the  Little  Miatni  and  Beiotaf* 
in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

The  Vioa  Prxsidbnt  laid  before  the  Hen  ate  « 
memorwl  signed  Thomas  Ldper  and  Gavin  Eta* 
milton,  "  manufacturers  of  snuff  in  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, on  bel^alf  of  themselves  and  their  bre- 
thren  throughout  the  Union,"  remonstiatingagabut 
the  imposiUon  of  an  axeiae  upon  the  said  aniotej 
which  was  read. 

Ordered^  That  this  memorial  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  military  foree  of  the 
United  Statea,  and  to  eneonitge  the  reuuitiiig 
aerriee,  was  read  the  second  time,  andconsidefca. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  emiBdiratton  thereof 
be  KM^oned  untU  toHucvrow. 

Mr.  BaowN^  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
taftnedihe^hiUj  eaotloi  aeJ  (9  nmnpffiaate 
Arthur  St.  ClaiT}"  reptfftefl  ^mendmenls,  whio^ 
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were  read,  aod  in  part  agreed  to ;  and  tbe  biUwas 
amended  aecordinffly. 
Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  thitdreading. 


WEDHBaoAT,  May  28. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tires  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  compen- 
sate Arthur  St-  CUir,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion,it  wasa^reed  to  reconsiderthe  amend- 
ments made  to  this  bill  in  the  second  reading. 

BeMoloed,  That  this  bill  pass  without  amendment. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tires  for  cmcnrrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  enable  the  officers  and 
aoldien  Uw  Virginia  line  on  Contmental  Estab- 
liahmeiit  to  obtam  titles  to  certain  lands  l^ing 
North w«tt  of  the  rirer  Ohio,  between  the  Little 
Miami  and  Seiota,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Jaoksom,  Rdtbebford,  and 
fttowN.  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  increase  the  militarj  force  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  encourage  the  recruiting  serrice. 
•  On  motu>a  to  expunge  the  first  section  of  tbe 
bill,  as  fidlews: 

*'Be  H  enaettd  by  the  Senate  and  Ifotm  of  Sepre- 
§eitiaHte$  of  the  United  8iate»  of  A-meriea,m  Coagrt$a 
aaaembled.  That  the  Prendent  of  the  United  StatM 
shall  be,  and  b«  ia  herab7,  authoriied,  dnting  the  next 
recesa  of  CongTBss,  to  raiae  and  equip  such  addituinal 
Siilitaiy  ibres  as  dzcumstancea  shaU,  m  his  judgoMnt* 
render  neosaasiy,  not  exceeding  ten  tbooaand  non-oom- 
misainned  oAceis,  mnatdana,  and  {aintas,  to  serre  for 
Ares  Tears,  nnleaa  edoner  discbaiged,  togrther  with  a 
proper  proportion  of  commiaaioned  officers,  iMT  aU  die 
gradea,  reapectirelr,  according  to  tbe  present  Militsiy 
Eatabliahment  of  tlis  United  States:" 

It  passed  in  the  oegatir^yeas  8,  nays  1^  as 

follows : 

TsAS< — Measw.  Bfown,  Poster,  Hawkins*  Jaeksim, 

Lhrennora,  Martin,  Bobtnaon,  and  Rosa. 

NATB^Meaara.  Bradfiwd,  Cabot,  EUaworth,  Fre- 
liaghaTaen,  Oana,  Ktiaj,  Isard,  KUig,  Morzia,  Potts, 
Kutherfnrd,  and  Vining. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  IhU  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tires  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  making 
prorision  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the 
waaces  due  to  certain  States  upon  a  final  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  between  the  United  States 
and  die  indiridual  States,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  further  considera- 
tiOB  thereof  to  the  next  aeasion  of  Conmss,  it 
passed  in  the  negative — yeas  8,  nays  12,  as  follows: 

Tbas<— Meana.  Biown,  Ounn,  Hawkhia,  MwAmoo, 
Martin,  Pstts,  Robuuon.  and  Ross. 

Natsv— Meaan.  Biadfoid.  Cabo^  EUnraidi,  Foslw, 
Prelin^nyBMi,  Hmry.  baid,  Koig,  Uvenaore,  Moni% 
Radmfiird,  and  Vining. 

On  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Oa  motion  to  adopt  the  fdlowing  as  a&  addi- 
tiwial  section  to  the  bill,  to  wit : 


And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  when  the  Legisla- 
ture of  any  creditor  State  shall  have  passed  an  act  de- 
daring  that  tbe  creditors  of  such  State,  or  ao  many  of 
than  samay  ap^,abaU  beallowsd  a  propoition  of  the 
debt  due  to  sodi  State,  fat  lisnof  disar  lespsuUw  da> 
mands,  then  die  OoMwiasinaet  of  Loans  rf  —A  Stale 
shall  be  andwrized  to  recove  sadi  of  the  notea  or  eatti- 
ficatea  of  the  said  SUte  as  may  be  deaiguated  by  an  aet 
of  the  Legislature  thereof ,  and  on  the  teimatberein  pre> 
scribed,  and  to  givs  certificates  dwrefor  in  die  maiuMT 
directed  in  such  act ;  and  the  aaid  certificates  shall  be 
tranaferrable,  and  the  interest  which  shall  become  doe 
■hall  be  payable  ooarter  yearly,  in  the  aame  manner  as 
on  the  othncortffieales  of  die  United  States:  iVossde^ 
That  the  Comaussitmeis  of  Loans  diall  not  bane  corti- 
ficatea  to  a  gieatw  amount  than  the  sanu  due  to  the 
States  in  which  th^  respectively  act,  nor  for  a  greater 
amount  of  interest  than  aball  be  the  proportion  of  such 
State,  and  that  no  intereat  shall  be  paid  before  the  last 
day  ot  March,  one  diousand  seTen  hundred  and  ninstar- 
fire:" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concnrrence,  entitled  An  act  layingcer- 
tain  duties  upon  snun  and  refined  sugar,"  was  read 
tbe  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Eu.8- 
wonTB,  Cabot,  and  Izard,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Thdrsday,  May  29. 

Mr.  Odnm,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  making  further 

fffonsioa  f(»  securiog  and  collecting  the  dntiee  oa 
breign  and  domestic  distilled  spirits,  stills,  winasf 
and  teas,"  reported  amendments,  which  were  adopt- 
ed, and  the  bill  was  amended  accordin^r. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  thira  reading. 
The  VicB  PsBfliDEirT  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
Report  of  the  Secretary  for  theDepartmentofWar, 
on  four  additional  claims  for  compensation  to  ia- 
ralid  pensioners,  which  was  read. 
Ordered,  That  the  report  lie  for  consideration. 
A  message  flrom  the  House  of  Rqnresentatires 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  Honse  have  passed 
i  bill,  entided  "  An  act  laying  duties  tip<m  car- 
riages for  the  eonTerance  of  persons  f  a  bill,  en- 
titled An  act  for  the  more  effectual  protection 
of  the  Sonthwestem  frontier  settlers;"  and  a  bill, 
entitled  ^  An  act  providing  for  the  payment  of  the 
second  instalment,  due  on  a  Loan  madeof  the'Bank 
of  the  United  States;"  in  which  sererml  bills  they 
desire  tbe  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  last  bills  brought  from  the  Honse  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence  were  severally 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  increase  the  military  force 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  encourage  the  re- 
cruiting service,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Od  motion  to  add  the  following,  as  an  addition- 
al section  to  the  bill : 

"  And  be  it  Jvrther  enacted,  That,  in  case  a  war  shall 
break  oat  between  the  United  States  and  any  European 
Power,  at  anytime  within  two  yeais,  all  non-ccMninis> 
.dimed  officen,  mnsiwsns,  and  privates,  then  in  service 
nidar  dds  aet»  OT  any  aet  for  mUng  troops  heretofiM 
passsd,  whs  sImD  be  wfliag  is  rs  SdKst  to  ssm  in  dis 
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tHK^  of  the  United  States  to  the  end  of  mich  wez,  ahall 
be  pennitted  so  to  ie-enlut,«adnich  re-enliatment  shall 
dwreafter  entitle  them  to  receive  an  addition  to  their 
li^,  erf  one  dollar  and  fifty  centa  per  month:" 

It  passed  in  the  n^tire. 
On  modem  to  testDre  the  thiid  section  of  the 
bill,  stricken  oat  in  the  wcmid  reading,  to  wit: 

"  AHd  be  it  further  traded.  That,  from  and  after  the 
fint  day  of  Jtuy  next,  there  ahall  be  allowed  to  each 
Dw-ctHmniflRoned  officer,  mtuidan,  and  privatOrwho 
■haD  then  nr  aftemards  be  in  eerriee,  on  the  present 
MKli^  Eetabliihment,  or  nndwr  thieap^  Ae  sdoitiouat 
pay  of  one  ddlar  per  numth.*** 

It  passed  in  the  native— yeas  7,  nays  13,  as 
follows: 

YiAa^Mewrs.  Bradford,  CdiOt»  EUswoith,  Heaiy. 
bard.  Potts,  and  Tining. 

NATS^Mesns.  Biown^Foster,  Frdm^ajwui  Gnnn, 
Hawkins,  Jat^MHO,  King,  LiTermwe,  Martin,  Monis, 
Rolwnwm,  Bos^  and  Rndmfiud. 

On  nuKifni,  that  this  bill  pass,  it  passed  m  the 
•ffirmatiTe— ryeas  12,  nays  8,  as  follows: 

TmAfc— Means.  Biadford,  Cdttot,  lainrerth,  Frelinif 
ha^sen,  Omm,  Henry,  Isaid,  King,  Morris,  Potte,  Rn- 
Ihaifnrd,  and  Vining. 

Nats.1 — Meawa.  Brown,  Foster,  Hawkins,  Jaekson, 
Lmnneie,  ItCartin,  Robinson,  and  Koaa. 

So  it  was  Retolved.  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that 
die  tiUe  thereof  be,  ''An  act  to  increase  themili- 
tary  force  of  the  United  States,  and  to  encoorage 
the  recroiting  serriee." 


FatDAT,  May  30. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
for  coDCurrence,  entitled  "  Ad  act  making  further 
proTisiott  for  security  and  collacting  the  duties  on 
foreign  and  domestic  distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines, 
ind  teas,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  farther 
unended,  by  striking  out  the  words  from  the 
end  of  the  12th  section,  "  in  case  of  sickness,  ab- 
sence, or  for  other  sufficient  causes,"  and  inserting 
in  liea  thereof,  diese  words:  "in  cases  of  occa- 
nooal  and  necessary  absence,  or  of  sickness,  and 
not  otherwise.** 
Resolvedy  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 
A  message  from  the  House  informed  die  Senate, 
that  they  have  passed  a  IhU,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  Prbsiobmt  op  the  Uhiteu  States 
to  la7,  regulate,  and  reroke  embargoes,"  in  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence  was  read. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  proriding 
for  the  payment  of  the  second  instalment  due  on 
a  Loan  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States," 
read  tbe  second  time;  and  the  rale  being  dis- 
~  with,  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and 


Th«  bill  Nat  ftom  the  Howe  oCRepreeenta- 
tfras  for  eononrranee,  and  tied  "An  act  foe  the 
more  effectual  proteetioB  of  tbe  Sooth  western 
frontier  settlers,'' was  read  the  second  time. 
Ott  notion,  it  wu  agreed  to  amend  the  bill,  so 


»as  that  the  number  of  the  militia  to  be  called  one 
shall  not  exceed  fire  thousand. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs^ 
Kino,  Jackson,  Rdthbbfdsd,  Potts,  and  Ells- 
worth, to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  by  unanimoos  con- 
sent, to  dispense  with  the  riue,  and  that  the  bill 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  conear- 
rence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent OF  the  United  States  to  lay,  regulate,  and 
revoke,  embargoes,"  be  now  read  the  second  tmie  ^ 
and, 

On  motion,  to  agree  to  the  first  section  (tf  the 
bill,  as  follows: 

^Bt  iienaeted  by  the  Senate  and  Unite  of  Rq^eaen^ 
ative*  of  the  fMital  States  of  Ameriea  in  Congreta  a*- 
tembied.  That  the  Prerident  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and  empowered,  when* 
ercr,  in  his  opinion,  the  public  safety  shall  so  reqaim, 
to  lay  an  embargo  on  all  shqw  and  vessels  in  the  porta 
of  the  United  States,  or  upon  dw  slups  and  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  or  the  slups  and  vesMsttf  any  fiorign 
nation,  under  such  r^:ulations  as  die  ctnnunstanoes  of 
the  esse  may  require,  and  to  continue  or  revoke  the 
■•me  whenever  he  diaU  think  proper.  And  the  Pre- 
sident ia  herby  fuUy  authorized  to  give  all  such  orders 
to  the  officers  of  the  United  States,  as  may  be  necessary 
to  carry  the  same  into  full  eflGact:  Provided,  The  aa< 
thority  aforesaid  ihall  not  be  exercised  wUle  the  Con- 
gress the  United  States  shall  be  in  session.  Andsny 
embargo  wlucb  wm  be  laid  the  Prendent  as  afor^ 
said  shaD  psasa  and  detnrmine  in  flftoen  days  ftom  dw 
actual  meeting    Congress  next  after  laying  die  same:*' 

It  passed  in  the  affirmatiTe— yeas  14,  nays  5,  as 
follows: 

Teas.^ — ^Messrs.  Bradford,  Bmrwn,  Foster,  Frdhig- 
hoysen,  Hawkins,  Henry,  JaiAson,  bard,  King,  Mai> 
tia,  Potts,  Robinson,  Batherfiud,  and  Vining. 

Nats. — Mmtb.  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Livennore,  Mar- 
in, and  Koaa. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  laying  dv* 
ties  upon  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  perscau,** 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  is  refened  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  laying  certain  duties  upon  snuff  and  refined 
sugar,"  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 


Satdhday,  May  31. 

The  Vice  Prbbioent  being  absent,  tlM  Senalie 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  President  pro  teM- 
pore,  as  the  Coastitodon  provides,  ana  Ralph 
Izard  was  duly  elected. 

Mr.  Kina,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  bill,  eniiUed  "An  act  for  the  more 
effectual  protection  of  the  Southwestern  ir<mtier 
setders,"  reported,  that  the  ^  do  not  pass;  and, 
after  debate,  the  further  consideradon  of  the  re- 
port was  postponed  ontil  Mondav  next. 

A  mesnge  from  the  House  oi  Repreaentatme 
informed  £e  Senate,  that  the  House  have  paaaiA 
the  following  bills:  a  bill,  endded  "  An  aet  laying 
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duties  on  projwrty  sold  at  aaetion H  bill,  ratitled* 
**  An  act  providing  for  the  payment  of  a  certain 
stnn  of  money  due  to  the  Frencn  Republic a  bill, 
ortitled  An  an  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  for 
selling  wines,  and  foreign  distilled  spirituous  li- 

auors,  by  retail ;"  and  a  oill,  entitled  "  An  act  for 
le  relin  of  John  Robbe in  which  several  bills 
ihey  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  four  bills  last  brought  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence,  were  severally 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Tne  bill  sent  from  the  House  or  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  author- 
ize the  Pbebident  of  tbe  United  States  to  lay, 
ttcolftte,  and  revoke,  enibugoes,^.ifip  md  the 

Mobk  w^WRr,  from  th«  comsiHteo  <6  I^Uoq  wu 
nfttfitei  ibc  Uk,  tntitleil "  An  Act  11}  imiom^  the 
ssfdotnenc  of  i^e  acconnt  of  Lewis  t>idf(^f9r  his 
rtmees  in  the  kie  Aru^  of  Ibe  United  Sutes,** 
Imported  that  tht  lill  Jpuss  withom  amendment, 
waA  the  roport  wks  Kdd^Ked. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  coili- 
.=t'iil,  [liiti  ilii;  rulft  be  dispenspJ  wiih,  nnd  that  this 
bill  \k  mnv  ri':i([  ilin  third  liitip.  ami  [las^ed. 

Mr.  Ki-i.r^Wuii  i'H,  frmii  llif  (^omuiitU'c  lo  whom 
wa;:  ri-fi-Treil  tlir'  biy.entiila^  act layjpg cer- 
tain duties  u;>lhi  ' iwP jfoi ' wjftNli )toiii1'i''jwpArtpd 
au.eudtii'cncf. 

,  jOrdered^  That  the  amendoienls  priiitedfor 
tj^qse  of  the  Sentte,  and  that  the  futtiier  consi- 
ltH<l(^  >|ir  |H|p««iM  liatii  Monday 

A  message  Jrom  the  House  of  Rejaesentatives 
mfonned  the  Senate,  that  the  House  agree  to  some, 
and  dix^^ee  to  other  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
ih  the  bin,  entitled  "An  act  malting  further  pro- 
vision for  securing  and  collecting  the  dntifs  on 
fi^cign,  and  domestic  dtstilled  spirits,  stills,  wines, 
and  teas,"  ask  a  conference  on  the  disi^sreeing 
votes  thereon,  and  bava  -a|^Munted  managers  at 
the  same      ikeir  part. 

Tbp  Sejiaip  proceeded  loconsider  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  disagreeing  to 
BUEitJry  imt  iidrnfnl';  lo  ihe  biU,  entitled  "An  act 
making  further  proTUion  for  securing  and  collect- 
Jnsr  duties  as  foreign  and  domestic  distilled 
spirits^  siill<  wines,  a&d  teas,"  and  asking  a  con- 
ik  flis^fTHMBs  votes  thereon. 
,  Tltatthe86nSi»  mnat  on  their  amend- 
ments to  tlie  said  bill,  agree  to  the  proposed  con- 
ference, and  that  Messrs.  ELtewORTB,  Kino,  and 
OAnoT,  be  managers  at  the  same  on  the  part  of 
dwflttace. 


MonnAT,  Jane  2; 

A  message  from  the  House  RefMresentatires 
ilrfbrmed  the  Senate,  that  the  Hou9e  have  passed 
a  biH,  entitled  « An  act  to  extend  the  term  of 
credit  for  teas  imported  in  the  ship  Argonsnt,  and 
to  permiif the  export  of  goods  saved  oat  of  the 
wreck  of  flhe  Snow  Freelove,"  in  which  they  de- 
sire the  concutrenee  of  the  Senate. 

With  this  message  eabie  also  a  vote  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  dated  June  the  8d,  1794, 


"ThA  SrKAum  laid  befcre  the  Hmiie  a  Letter  from 
Francis  Joachin  Van  Aketi,  vtyling  himself  Assiitant 
Judge,  addressed  to  the  ConfreM  <rf  the  tTbited  Statei, 
and  dated  Orebm,  in  Sweden,  Oe  Isl  of  Jintutyv  t7H, 
stating  the  particnlan  of  his  diacoveiy  of  an  Art,  de- 
scribed in  the  9wediah  language,  Svt  extinpiiahing 
firea  and  preventing  conflagrationa,  whether  in  war  or 
peace,  m  board  vessels,  or  in  houses  on  fire ;  vbidi 
Was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  fieUits  •»  Aeir 
biRtfmttian.'' 

The  hill  la  <t  mentioned  to  have  been  brbug^t 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  concur- 
rence, was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  vote  of  tbe  House  of  RepAsentatives  last 
recited  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  vote  and  letter  tiietein  re- 
ferred to  lie  im  the  table. 
A  motion  was  made  that  it  be 
"iUmhed,  The  House  of  Representativea  concurring 
herewith,  that  the  resolution  of  the  two  Houses,  paased 
the  S3d  dav  of  May,  authorisng  the  President  of  the 
Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  Hoose  of  SepreMntatives  to 
adjourn  their  respective  Housea  on  Taeeday,  the  3d  dt/f 
ef  Jttae,  1m,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  rapealsd;  and  dtat 
the  Presddeirt  oi  the  Ssliate  and  the  Spedtt  ^  4w 
House  of  Representatives  be,  and  tfisf  are  hsrslij,  ai^ 
thoriied  to  ai^oartidHir  lespaeliTC  lUoMMOn— — day 
ci  June  instant.*' 

Ordered,  That  the  eonsidenUon  of  this  motion 
be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  laying  certain 
duties  upon  snuff  and  refined  sugar." 

On  motion  to  expunge  the  two  first  sections  of 
the  bill,  as  follows : 

"Sic  1.  Seii  enaeted  by  tke  Smote  mtd  Houm  ^ 
Stfmaaiiaiiet*  of  the  Umtei  Statu  of  Aneriea  m 
CmgrtMt  ataembUd,  Tlut,  from  and  «Asr  the  thirtieth 
dav  irf*  September  next,  there  be  levied,  coBected,  and 
paid  upon  snuff,  which  after  that  day  shall  be  manu- 
&ctuied  sale  within  the  United  States,  at  any  nunu- 
fiietoiy,  fiir  every  nonnd  (tf  snufi|  eight  cents. 

"Sic. 2.  AndbeitJitttkerenaeUd,  That, from  and 
after  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  there  be 
levied,  collected,  and  pai^  upMi  all  sugar  which  shall 


be  re&Md  widun  the  United  States,  a  duty  of  two  cants 

per  pound.'" 

It  passed  in  the  negative— yeas  7,  nnys  13,  as 

follows : 

TiAS. — Messrs.  Brown,  Burr,  Jacksm,  Livemora, 
Morris,  Robinaoti,  and  Boss. 

NATs^Measis.  Bndbrd,  Cabot,  EUaworth.  Foster, 
Frelinghuvaea,  Gunn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  King,  Martin, 
Potts,  RuUieriurd,  and  Vining. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  committee 
were  severally  adopted,  and  the  bill  was  farther 
ammded. 
A  motion  was  made, 

*•  That  Ae  oonsideratioo  of  ^  bill  be  pos^Mned,  and 
a  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  laying  oaitain 
duties  nposi  the  utansik,  engfatssk  and  maidune^  used 
in  the  msnnhctoriea  of  mdC,  and  the  lefineoMat  «f 
sugar,  as  a  mbatitute  for  this  l^U 

And  it  pBssed  in  the  negative. 

OrdeM  That  this  bill  pMs  to  the  thMmdtag. 
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Bfr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  managers  at  die 
confereQce  oa  the  disagreeiiis'  votes  of  the  two 
Hotises,  on  the  amendments  m  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  further  provision  for 
secoring  and  collecting  the  onties  on  foreign  and 
domestic  distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines,  and  teas," 
reported — 

"  Hut  the  Senate  recede  from  their  tmendmant  to 
the  ISA  Mctu»i ; 

"That  the  House  or  Representative*  agree  to  the 
ameodment  prcnioMd  by  Ae  BetuSe  to  the  &th  section ; 

"  That  the  Hooaa  ol  KiyieiMitatwce  Mrne  t»  the 
ammUmmtt  je^ceed  by  the  flwaate  to  the  Idthaectioti, 
«vth  u  by  strikns  out  *  $agtarhMon,'  end 

flut  the  Senate  agree  to  mua  amen  daunt  of  their 
aneodment; 

"That  the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment  to 
strike  oat  ihe  16th  section,  and  iixit  both  Houses  agree 
to  amend  the  said  section,  W  striking  oat  <  weekly,'  and 
i&Mitiiig  'for  any  term  of  time  lei*  than  one  yeart  and 
not  lees  than  one  mon& 

the  Houae  of  HenNantatfw  agfee  1o  the 
WMiAMnt  proposed  by  Ae  Benale  to  Ab  ITOi  aeetiaii, 
irtth  a>  amakdment,by  inserting  after  'Isftathle  dwfll- 
la^'  ly  the  eeHector,  md  that  the  flemna  agne  1*>ach 
an  ■unilaiiial  of  dar  ameDdment; 

"That  the  Hooee  of  BefBeaeaitatiTea  agree  to  the 
WMdmimt  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  hwwTt,  after  tiu 
17th  aectioB  of  the  bill,  two  additional  sectioDS  j 

"  And  Oat  bethaoosss  aipee  *•  altar  the  &th  seetion, 
biaertak  after '  Stalear^ '  and  «f      TonitoEy  af  the 
Uailed  States  Northwest  d  die  riva  Ohio,  and  of 
fbx  TcRttoiT  6t  like  United  States  Soalfa  of  river 
Ohte." 

And  the  report  was  adopted. 

pnieret^  That  the  Secretary  acqtttint  theHowsc 
(tf  tLepreeentatires  therewith. 

The  following  Message  was  receired  from  the 
PuainniT  of  the  Umitbd  States  : 

.^tke  Motm  ^  Bifrmntatvm  t 

I  snd  yoa  mtain  conM^Hueatkau^  seaent^Teoarred 
boaa  Cossgia,  whieh  maUBirilly  dMa«e  the  pveapeet  of 
affun  ia  that  quarts^  and  aeam  to  under  a  war  with 
tfie  Creek  oatiena  more  probaUe  than  it  haabeen  ataay 
aatecedMit  period.  Wlule  the  attantian  of  Coagresa 
wiU  be  directed  to  the  oonaideratini  of  measures  suited 
to  the  eilgency,  it  cannot  escape  their  obserratiQn  that 
this  nil^ligeace  brings  a  fresh  pioof  of  the  iasu^dency 
«f  Ae  axwigpvovisioiis  effhebws,  towards  the  elfec^ 
taal  eoltintion  and  pnaamtiMi  of  peace  with  ow  bi> 
mm  nel^ben.  O.  "WASHINGTON. 

Vvrm  9ta«h>  Jbne  %  1794. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  Ue  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  to  whom^ 
-was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  laying  du" 
ties  upon  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  persons," 
reported  that  tl^  bill  pass  without  amendment. 

Ordered^  That  the  report  Ue  for  consideration. 

ToBflOAT,  lane  S. 
A  messue  from  the  Rouse  of  Representative*  j 
iblbrmed  tfie  Senate  that  the  House  lurva  passed  | 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  Soaate  for  eonctirrence,  em- 
tMed''Anaetinkdditioiitotlleactfor  the  puv 


ishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  tTnlted 
States,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  AafHe 
the  conenrrehce  of  the  Senate. 

With  the  message  came  the  following  reaolo- 
tion  of  the  House  of  RepreaentatiTes  tot  ettt- 
currence : 

"JUtohed,  That  fte  tesidatloB  of  the  ftlst  «Mm^ 
authorizing  the  Prendent  af  fte  Snnle  sad  i^eafceref 
thaHoiWQf  Be^nHnlathrea  to  cfMa  the  priaHit  saa- 
■OD,  by  a^oumU^c  thrfr  MspeetirM  Houses  Oft  tbia  day* 
ba  nysidad;  and  thal»  inrtaad  therai^  thtfr  be  "tAw 
issd  to  a^fsun  their  respectm  Hooies  sa  Thiiisdy. 
the  fith  uwtaBt.  to  SMst  sb  the  day  by  latt  a^pointadi" 

The  revolution  befog  read,  on  ttotioB  to  strike 
ouf'Thnradar  the  fith,"  and  insert  "  Friday  the 
ethj**  it  passed  in  the  negatf te. 

Remlvedj  That  the  Senate  concur  itithis  noy 
Itition. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  laying  certain 
duties  vpoK  snuff  and  vcfined  su^,"  was  reaid  the 
third  time. 

On  motion  to  substitute  six  in  lieu  of  eight  eenls, 
it  mssed  In  dw  ttwatiTe. 

Oft  motion  to  add  the  ftdlowing  to  the  14th  sec- 
tion of  the  biU: 

"  Provided  this  restriction  aball  not  extend  to  proiiiBit 
the  import^im  of  soger  frsn  the  nrovjhioe  at  Canada 
in  vesssb  of  leas  botden;  ai^Omg  lo  9m  coatmr 
ttotvrithslanfing 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  biH.  bf 
annexing  the  IbHowing  proviso  to  Che  14th  section: 

"  fr0vided,Ttu!t  no  drawback  shall  be  allowed  (mtfia 
exportation  ehher  of  tfie  said  articlfla  in  any  instaaca 
where  the  same  shall  amount  to  less  than  twelve  doQanc" 

Beaohedj  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendmyta. 

A  messaee  from  the  House  of  Represeatattres 
informed  the  Senatp,  that  the  House  agree  to  f& 
the  modifications  of  the  amendments  to  the  hUl, 
entitled  "  An  act  making  further  provision  for  ae- 
curing  and  coUecting  the  duties  on  foreus  and 
domestic  distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines,  and  teas," 
as  proposed  by  the  committee  of  conference  ac- 
cept the  amendment  to  the  twelfth  section,  whifh 
the  House  of  Representatives  have  agreed  ^op^ 
their  first  proceeding  on  the  amendnunts  of  nw 
Senate. 

The  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  wasae- 
ferred  the  \aXlf  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  more  mtfi- 
tual  protection  of  the  Southwe^em  frontiers,"  vaa 

considered. 

Ordentl,  That  diis  bill  be  recommittedi  and 
that  the  Message  of  the  FfiEsmEiiiT  or  xps.UKinB 
States  of  the  2d  instant  be  also  refimed  to 
same  commiuee^  to  consider  and  t^fott  tbeneon  to 

the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Bepraseata- 
tives  for  concurrence,  entitled  An  act  laying  f|d- 
ditional  duties  on  ^^ods,  wares,  and  M—fcttwdiMi, 
imported  into  the  Qnited  Statef^  and  on  the  ton* 
nage  of  ships  or  vesselsi,"  was  read  die  third 

On  motion,  to  insert  the.foUowiM  in  qnt 
section  of  the  biU.  to  wit :  afier  "  cofiee  pet  wan4" 
on  sfljt  per  bushel,  tlueie  cents,"  it  fwaea  w* 
negative. 
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On  motioB,  it  wu  uxeed  to  itrike  out  tlu  fol- 
lowing words,  after  "  woes  and  slippers  for  chil- 
dren,'^*' on  coal  per  bushel,  one  ana  a  half  cents.'' 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
insertiiig,  after  "  coffee  per  pound,"  these  words : 

on  clayed  or  lump  sugar,  one  cent  per  pound." 

On  motion  to  restore  the  fourth  section  of  the 
bill,  amended  as  follows : 

''AndUUfiuHiertnaeted,  ThM,  upon  «U  sUpa  or 
TBMsU  of  the  United  StKtm,  diere  flhsll  be  levied  and 
fM,  after  the  last  day  of  Jute  next,  «  daty  ef  nz  cents 
per  ton,  in  additiou  to  (he  daty  now  ohsrge^de  by  law ; 
asd  uptra  ill  dupe  <«  tm«1b  b^mging  wfci^y  or  in 
pail  to  dN  mbieets  m  dtiaeiu  of  my  fimign  Power, 
whidi  dker  die  jaid  last  day  of  Jnne  nut  shaU  be  eu< 
tared  in  flie  United  States  £n>m  any  forogn  port  or  place, 
tiHie  shall  be  levied  and  paid  a  du^  of  twentr-five 
eents  per  ton,  is  addition  to  the  du^  now  chargeable 
by  law :" 

It  passed  in  the  native. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  expunge  these 
words  from  the  first  section,  "except  window 
l^ass." 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  laying  duties  upon 
carriages  for  the  conTeyance  of  perBons,"  wu  con- 
sidered and  adoptecL 

Ordered,  That  this  billpass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Inll  sent  from  the  House  erf*  Representatives 
foe  concorreooa,  entitled  "  An  act  laying  duties  on 
Ucenses  for  seUina  wines  and  foreign  dtstiUed 
iq^itaoas  liavors,  by  retail,"  was  read  the  second 
timejand  referred  to  Messrs.  Cabot,  Ellbwobth, 
and  Kino,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tiyes  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  laying;  du- 
ties on  property  sold  at  anctioo,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last 
named,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

l%e  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tiTes  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  Robbe,'^was  read  the  second  tim& 
nnd  referred  to  Messrs.  Literhore,  Browh.  and 
HaWKiiis,  to  eonsidet  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  LiTBRMOREL  from  the  said  committee,  re- 
ported Hiat  the  bill  last  mentioned  pass  without 
amendment ;  and  on  motion,  by  unaoimoas  con- 
sent, the  rule  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
trrcs  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  proriding 
fbr  tiie  parment  of  a  certain  sum  of  money  due  to 
the  French  Republic,"  was  read  Ae  second  time, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Kmo.  Gunn,  and  Ells- 
woRTB,  to  etMuider  and  report  ^erem  to  the 
Senste,  ^ 
,  The  WB  sent  from  the  Hontte  ot  Representa- 
OTw  for  conenrroice,  entitled  "  An  act  to  extend 
ue  term  of  credit  for  teas  imported  in  the  ship 
..  Argmtaut,  and  to  permit  the  export  of  goods  saved 
oat  ox  the  wreck  oY  the  Snow  Fredore,'"  was  read 
Aft  aeeond  time;  and,  by  unanimous  oonsent,  the 


rule  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  lull  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States." 

Revolved,  That  Hxef  eoncor  in  the  amendments 
to  this  bill. 


WBDMEeDAYi  Juue  4. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Honse  of  Retnesentatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  bying  duties 
upon  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  persmu'* 
was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  to  strike  out,  from  the  first  section, 
all  that  follows  the  word  "coachee,"  and,  in  lieu 
thereof,  insert  "and  other  four-wheeled  carriages 
which  nang  or  rest  upon  steel  or  iron.spjriugs,  six 
dollars,"  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  itttil  the  next  aeasioi  of  Congreaii  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  Shall  this  bill  pass}  it  pasaed 
in  the  affirmative— yeas  12,  nays  8,  as  Jbllowe : 

Yus. — Messrs.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
Ounn,  Hawkins,  King,  Livermore,  Mattin,  Monis, 
Ross,  and  Tinhig. 

Nais.— Mama.  Biown,  Bun,  Freliughoysen,  Htsaj, 
Jackson,  Potls,  RaUnacm,  and  RnHurfhrd. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  Representativea 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  Inre  passed 
a  bill  entitled  **  An  act  snj^lemaitary  to  me  act 
entlded  '  An  act  to  promote  the  prepress  of  U^ul 
Arts a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  biva- 
lids ;"  a  hill  entitled  **  An  act  to  make  further 
compensation  for  the  services  of  the  late  Robert 
Forsyth,  Marshal  of  Qeorgift;"  and  a  bill  entitled 
"  An  act  making  certain  alterations  in  the  act  for 
establishing  the  Judicial  Courts,  and  altering  the 
time  and  pace  for  holdng  the  Jodicial ,  Gotarts, 
and  altermg  the  time  and  place  of  hodding  certain 
Courts in  which  several  hiHs  they  desire  the 
eoncnrrenee  of  the  Senate.  The  House  agree  to 
some  and  disagree  to  other  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  laying  addi- 
tional daties  on  goods,  wares,  and  mercluuidise, 
importedinto  Reunited  States,  and  on  the  ton 
nage  of  ships  or  vessels." 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  laying  dntiea 
on  licenses  for  selling  wines  and  foreign  dis- 
tilled spirituous  liquors  by  retail,"  reported 
amendmrats,  which  were  adopted ;  and,  by  una- 
nimous consent,  the  rule  was  dispensed  with,  and 
the  bill  vras  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  pass^ 
**a  resolution  that  a  joint  committee  or  both 
Houses  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Presioekt 
OF  THE  United  States  and  revest  that  he  would 
recommend  to  the  peojde  of  the  United  States  a 
day  of  public'  humiliation  and  prayer,  to  be  db- 
served,  by  supplicating  Almighty  God  for  the 
safety,  peace,  and  welfare  of  these  Stales  ^  they 
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hftTe  appoiDted  a  coramittee  oa  the  part  of  the 
House,  and  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate, 
and  me  appointment  of  a  committee  on  their  port. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  laying  daties 
on  property  sold  at  aaction,"  reported  amead- 
ments,  which  were  ado[)ted. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

"like  Inll  sent  from  the  Howe  of  Represen^ves 
for  coDcnrrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  make  ftirther 
compensation  for  the  services  of  the  late  Robert 
For^rth,  Marshal  of  Georgia,"  was  read ;  and,  by 
unanimous  consent,  the  rule  was  dispensed  with, 
and  the  bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bUl  be  referred  to  Bl^ssrs. 
VmiiiOi  Jackson,  and  Kimo,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Vitiiita,  from  the  committee  on  the  bill  last 
named,  reported  amendments,  which  were  read 
mnd  adopted ;  and.  by  unanimous  consent,  the  rule 
was  dispensed  with,  and  the  bill  was  read  the 
tltiid  time  and  paasM. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion of  die  House  of  ReiuesentatiTes  disagreeing 
to  sundry  of  their  atneodments  to  the  bill  entitled 
''An  act  laying  additional  duties  on  gooiM,  wms, 
and  merehukdise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
and  on  the  tonnage  of- ships  or  vessels.** 

On  motion  that  the  Senate  recede  from  their 
amendments  disagreed  to,  it  passed  in  the  ne^tive. 

Be»ohedj  That  the  Senate  insist  on  their  said 
amendment^  and  ask  a  conferoice  on  the  dis- 
Bfreeii^  votes  of  the  two  Houses  thereon ;  and 
that  Messrs.  Gunn,  Eino,  and  Ellsworth,  be 
managers  at  the  same  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  messaee  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
proposed  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of 
Uie  two  Houses  on  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  laving 
additional  duties  on  goods^  wares,  and  mercnan- 
dit«,  imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on  the 
tMinage  of  ships  or  vessels,"  and  have  appointed 
lauiagen  at  the  satne  on  thelT  put 

fheWH  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  conewrrence,  entitled  "An  act  siq^ementary 
to  Ae  act  enthwd  *  An  act  to  pnmote  the  progrcas 
<^  Useful  Arts"  was  read;  and,  by  unanimous 
ccmsent,  the  rule  was  dispensed  irit%  and  the  bill 
^waa  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Mesne. 
PoTTa,  Bokn,  and  Cabot,  to  considw  and  report 
thereon  to  the  genatfc 

Mr.  Porrm,  from  the  committee  on  the  bill  last 
■aenttaned,  rented  amendments,  whioh  wet«  read 
aad  adopted,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  loUowing  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbbsident  of  thk  Ukitbd  Statbs  : 

OtHtkmett  of  the  Senate,  end 

ef  the  Haute  ^  X^reeentaiiea! 

Z  ky  befim  OMignM  the  ee^r  of  *■  Z'etter,  with  its 
cndnmres,  from  the  SecMaty  of  State  to  Ae  Minitter 
Fleaipatantiaiy  of  hk  Mlannie  Majeafy,  It  being  ui 
to  a  jbeater  inm  flie  Mnuster  to  him,  beumg 
tfa*  Md  nltiiDO,  ttri  ■fa«adT  cominankated. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 
UaiTBB  Stath,  17M. 


The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  tie  for  consideration. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Re{H;esentativea 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  making  certain 
alterations  in  the  act  for  establishiixg  the  Judicial 
Courts,  and  altering  the  time  and  place  of  holdjng 
certain  Courts''  was  read ;  and,  by  uoanimoua 
consent,  the  rule  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  bill 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered.  That  this  hill  be  referred  to  Messnb 
ViHiNO.  Martih,  and  Bbowm,  to  eonsider  and 
report  tnereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  more 
effectual  protection  of  the  Southwestern  frontier 
settlers,"  reported  amendnmts,  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  amendments  be  printed  ftut 
the  use  oS  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represmtatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed' 
the  bill  sent  from  the  Sesiate  for  oonourxence,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  authorize  the  Pbbsident  or  thb 
Unitbd  States,  during  the  recess  of  the  present 
Congress,  to  eau»e  to  be  bailt  a  number  of  veiseiU^ 
to  be  eQui[^>ed  a*  galleys,  in  ^e  service  of  the 
United  Slates,"  wiu  amendments,  m  which  th«y 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mt.  Jackbom,  from  the  enamittee  to  whomvas 
referred  die  bill,  entitled  "An  set  to  amend  the 
act  entitled  'Aa  act  to  enable  the  officers  and 
sohliers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on  Contin«ital 
Establishment,  to  obtain  titles  to  certain  lands 
Wing  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  between  the 
Little  Miami  and  Sciota,"  reported  amendments, 
which  were  read,  imd  ordered  to  lie  for  eonsidera- 
tion. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  D^)«zU 
ment  of  Wat  do  1»  before  the  Senate  a  statement 
of  the  number  of^nm-ooDums^oned  officers  and 
nivues  nowaetuallyin^he  service  of  the  United 
Sutes  upMi  the  Military  Establishment. 

The  blU  sent  fnun  the  House  of  Repteseutntives 
for  eoncurrenoe,  entitled  "  An  act  ioneerninff  In- 
valids" was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  bocoad  reading. 


Tbvbsdat,  June  5. 

The  Pbesident  laid  before  the  Senate  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War, 
accompanying  a  statement  of  the  troops  of  the 
United  States,  according  to  tihe  last  retvns; 
which  was  tead,  and  ordored  to  he  on  the  taUe. 

Mr.  MABTfN.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  certaift 
alterations  in  the  act  for  establishing  the  Jndlcial 
Courts,  and  ^tering  the  time  and  wee  for  hid- 
ing certain  Courts,*  reported  amenoments,  which 
were  adopted. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represenutivw 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bUl  sent  from  the  Senate  (or  eoncurrenc^en- 
titled  "  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  makii^^ 
foti^er  and  more  effectual  provision  fi»  the  pro- 
teetioa  of  the  froatiers  of  the  United  States,"  with 
tt  uneadment,  ia  which  they,  desiip  Ihe  eoaew 
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rinee  of  the  Senate ;  and  that  they  hare  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas 
Reib,"-in  wfciek  they  desire  the  eoneorrRiee  of 
^e  Senate. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to 
enaMe  the  officers  and  soldi^  of  the  Virginia 
line  on  Continental  ElstabHshment  to  obtain  titles 
to  certain  lands  lying  Northwest  of  the  River 
Ohio,  between  the  Little  Miami  and  Sdota,"  was 
eoDsida«d  and  adopted. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  printed  as  it  is  re- 
ported  to  be  amended. 

The  Boiate  proceeded  to  o(m^er  the  amend- 
Ueat  the  House  el*  RepreeeutatiTes  to  the  Mil, 
entitled  "Aacetin  addition  to  die  act  for  making 
ferther  and  more  effecttiel  |HotlsifRi  fer  the  pro- 
tection of  the  frontiers  of  the  Ufttted  Statett." 

Betohed,  Tllat  the  Senate  concur  in  the  taid 

A  ttessi^  from  the  House  of  RepreaeDtatiTes 
fttfonned  the  Senate,  that  they  hate  passed  "a  re- 
Mlttliou  directing  the  Secretary  of  war  to  uake 
oWand  tretvm  to  the  District  Judges  certain  listft 
Itt  the  cases  of  Invalid  PensiOQers;"  in  which 
tftrey  desire      ooneaneiice  of  the  Senare. 

Setolved,  That  (he  resolntkm  of  the  3d  instant, 
Mtttorlzins;  the  President  of  the  Senate  tmd  the 
Speaker  tjf  Hoan  of  RepreseMatives  to  eloae 
the  present  sesdon  bf  adjournini:  their  ra^eetive 
Housee  on  this  day,  be  rtnnded ;  nid  that,  mstead 
thereof,  thfy  be  anthoriaed  to  adjouttt  their  re- 
[^p«cCire  Hoa^s  6n  Mondty,  the  9th  inirtaat,  to 
meet  at  th«  day-  by  law  wpointed. 

The  Ptesident  kid  berbre  the  Senate  a  E^etter 
from  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Wiar, 
Miboiitting  fuftfaer  inAtfmatioa  Relative  te  tfae  re- 
tfOA  eiwutB  upon      Southwestern  firontiers. 

The  Letter  and  eommmHca(i6n  therein  referred 
to  Wer^  read  and  ordered  to  lie  for  considemtion. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
uettto  reported  by  the  liomtaittee  to  whom  Was 
referred  tha  bill  enthled  An  act  for  the  more 
afl^«ttMl  pvoteeiion  of  the  Southwestern  fbdntier 
settlers." 

On  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee, 
80  far  as  that  the  three  first  sections  of  the  bill,  as 
h  btaiit  fVom  the  House  of  Reptesentatires,  be 
btrdfek  but,  to  Wit: 

,  **9so.  1.  St  it  enaeUd  bu  the  Smaie  wtd  JSone  df 
StfuauUaihtt  the  VnM  Stoi^  Amenea  in 
Omgrta*  mmmUed,  ThtX  the  PrMtdeat  of  the  United 
States  bsj  and  he  is  hta»hj,  Htthvnsed  to  call  oat,  flnoa 
time  to  tine,  as  ooeawHi  maj  require,  any  number  of 
miiitis  beloD«iiig  to  the  State  of  GeoBna,  South  Oa- ' 
tolini^  North  Carolina,  Viiginia,  or  the  Terrilor;  South 
of  the  river  Ohio,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  ten  thou- 
sand, as  may  at  any  time  be,  by  him,  thou^t  neceesary  to 
etiTTj  on  Offendve  opeAtiooa  againkt  the  Creek  and 
Cherokee  Natictu  or  Tribefl  of  Indians:  Frotided, 
That  the  miHtia  to  he  called  out  to  be  not  continued 
in  service  to  akm^fer  term  than  six  months  at  any  one 
Hme. 

•<8te.S>  AMheUpu^maOid,  Tfalt the  Pnal- 
4mi  of  the  UiM  «tatw  be  atiHwifasd  tb  ssMMahi 
HAwiltaiypHts  ai  lu  ihaydMia  tteeaiMiy  «tt  thai 


permanent  aeonrity  dw  SoaOlweetam  frontier  aet- 
tlMs ;  and  that  ^  posta  m  to  be  eataUiahed  ihitf  be 
gwaded  by  troops  from  the  line  of  the  present  Military 
EataUiahment,  or  by  mihtia  from  the  Stalaa  and  Ter< 
rihny  aferaaaid,  aa  Uie  President  m«r  judge  moal  a» 
pedient;  and  between  viwrj  two  of  ue  said  posts  thsia 
shall  be       op  a  constant  pafeaA  of  aountsd  lanfsis. 

"  8ac.  8.  And  ht  it  further  maeted,  That  the  ailitta 
to  be  em^cprad  lij  vivtoe  of  this  act  shall,  while  iaseiw 
vice,  be  entitled  to  leodtve  the  same  rations,  pay,  and 
dothing ,  or  money  in  lieu  thereof  as  the  troops  now  in 
the  service  of  the  United  Statea  axe  entitted  to 

It  paasad  in  tha  affirmative— yeas  16,  nays  3, 
as  follows : 

Ybu.— Mesars.  Bradfbid,  Brown)  Burr,  Cabat,  £Ua- 
worth,  Foster,  Frelinghuyaen,  Hawkinst  Henir.  King, 
laveimore,  Morria,  Potta,  Rosa,  Rutherfiird,  and  Vining. 

Naxsi — Messrs.  Ounn,  Jackson,  and  Martin. 

On  naoiion  that  the  first  seetioa  of  the  bill  pass 
as  reported  by  the  committee,  wad  agieed  te  be 
amended  in  fieaate,  to  wit : 

"  Sac.  I.  Beit  enacted  by  the  Smaie  and  Boute  ^ 
It^trmetatiivei  of  the  VnUed  OMw  cf  AmeriU  in 
Congrm  meembled.  That  tb*  PMiident  of  the  UnHed 
Statea  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  ia,  M^orite  to  raise,  tat 
tfaiee  yeala,  unleasaooaerdwdUfiffid,  within  &»  QUtm 
ot  GeergiB,  Soatt  Oanltea,  NoHh  CsnliM,  *e  T«e> 
ritory  South  of  the  04lioi  ud  Vi^iBia,  aa  additiDaal 
regimwt  of  infiuitty,  neaaisting  of  mh  theosand  one 
hundred  and  taity  non-com laianoned  officers  and  pa- 
vates,  and  solely  to  appoint  the  oommiasioBed  offioen 
thereto,  and  organize  the  same  according  to  the  preaeat 
establishment :  Provided,  tldat,  if  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  of  opinion  that  any  part  of  the 
legion  now  in  aerviee,  whether  officos  or  private^  can, 
without  detriment  to  the  pidiUo  snviee,  be  transbnad 
and  oohstitnte  a  patt  of  me  r^ttnent  herMn  ^ovMed* 
he  be  anOuMfaed  to  hiake  audi  transferi** 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  13,  nays  4, 
asfoUows: 

Ya&a^MeasiSk  BiadtMd,  Ciriiol,  ElnnRlh,  FasMl, 
Prelin^uyse^^  0«nn,  Heiay,  JadHpn,  Kng,  Lm^ 
more,  Monia,  retta,  and  RalMfcld. 

NaxS'— MsHB.  Brown,  Biar,  Mariia,  and  Rosa. 

Oa  moti««^  the  IMk  in  the  seeoad  aeclion  n- 
ported  by  the  oommirtee  was  filled  with  "twenty," 
and  the  section  adopted  as  fi^Wst 

«0ac.  1.  JMtf  fteA  >iVAa-  endeted,  ThattfW  turn- 
conuniaatoned  officers,  prirstea,  and  mwdclMis^the  saM 
leffaaaht  aball  reeake  as  a  boan^  alter  their  enlMiaent 
die  som  of  twmia  ddlara,  awl  tut  Oey,  togetharwAh 
the  commissioned  officers,  shdl  laeeiva  Urn  sMBspay 
n^d  aaewanoea,  hi  nH  Mspeeta,  aid  be  gavanied  bgr'the 
aame  Rnlea  and  Artiflks  of  War  aa  the  otiMr  «nap»«f 
the  United  Statea." 

On  mocioo  to  agree  lo  the  repOH  at  Ihe  com- 
mittee, of  a  section  as  foll«w^ : 

"Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  fmrther  maeled,  Thattbe  PnU. 
dent  of  the  Unitad  Statai  b*,  and  he  ia  hereby,  au- 
thorised to  estabhah  such  militaiy  posta  wilhoat  the 
jurisdietion  of  ajif  individual  Stale  or  Ae  Twritaqr 
aforeaaid  aa  he  may  deem  aaesisaiy  Sat  the  p  srsaaf  t 
securilY  of  the  Soalhwaataa  bmim  mA  that  t^wid 
posts  shall  be  guuded  (qt  tioefa  «■  the  ertablUuMRt 
or  fejAwaiftltiKr 

It  passed  in  the  MgAti¥e. 
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On  motiiMi,  the  Senate  agreed  to  adopt  the  re- 
port of  the  eommittee  of  a  fborth  and  flnh  aectitn 
to  die  bill,  as  follows : 

*«  8mc.  4.  And  be  it  Jitrther  matUd,  That,when«T«r 
fte  United  States  itiall  be  inT&d«d,  at  in  fanmisent 
danger  of  inTUHm  bom  vaj  Nation  or  Tribe  of  In- 
dians, it  ahall  be  lawflil  for  the  Ptendent  of  the  United 
Btatee  to  aSi  forth  radi  number  of  the  militia  of. 
ttM  Stale  «-  Statei  most  oonvenient  to  the  {dace  <rf 
d—gw  or  MMie  of  action  u  he  may  judge  necawaiy 
to  Kioh  inraaon,  tad  to  ianie  hu  ordan  for  that 
pMaaa  ta  nuh  ofltear  or  offieen  of  the  militia  aa  he 
abaO  think  prqwr. 

"Sac.  5.  AadhtUfitrtherenndid,  lliat  the  militia 
to  be  emplf^ed  bj  virtiie  of  diia  act  shall,  while  in  eer- 
Tiee,  be  entitled  to  receire  die  same  ratiooi,  pay,  and 
«fethtD8i  m  BMaerin  lieu  thneo^  as  the  tnwpB  now  in 
tibe  eemca  of  the  United  States  are  entiUed  to 

On  motion  to  expunge  the  6th  section  reported 
by  the  cunmittee,  as  follows : 

<*  Bsc  6.  And  be  it  fartha-  enaekd.  That  afl 
•ens  who  abtiU  he  amBiDled  or  embodied  in  arms  i^fwn 
any  land  bekmginA  to  lodians  out  of  die  ordinaiy  jnris- 
di^ion  ef  any  State  or  the  Territory  sfiNresaid,  for  the 
Mupoes  or  with  the  intent  of  wurring  against  the  In> 
oians^  or  of  committing  dejmdationa  on  any  Indian 
town,  or  person,  or  uupertyf  diall  Iherefaj  become  sub- 
ject to  the  RulesandArticIfisof  War,  which  are,  or  shall 
be  established  for  the  gomnment  of  die  tiOMM  of  the 
United  States:" 

It  iMseed  in  the  negative— yeas  7,  nays  10,  as 
IbOows: 

Tbas>— Means.  Bon:,  Fnhtafl^iuysaii,  GhaMai,  Hemr, 
JaAaoin,  Martin,  and  Boas. 

NATs^-Maaars.  Bradfied,  Cabot,  SUsworth.  Foster, 
Haiarkin%  King,  Idvennore,  Monia,  Potts,  and  Vining. 

On  motion  to  agree  to  a  7th  section,  refmted  by 
Ae  commioee,  «8  fbUows  1 

«8ae.7.  And beit Jmi^ enacted,  Thatif thePi»- 
silent  of  the  United  States  diall  deem  the  same  con* 
ductife  to  the  good  of  the  paUic  serrioe,  he  be,  and 
besaby  la,  andtonked  to  aiipflmlaMagei-OcoaTaltooam- 
laaod  tbe  toeops  ahtboaved  by  Ois  act,  who  rfuU  r*> 
easre  the  same  pay  and  aUowUNes  as  are  granted  to  a 
Gfloanl  by  the  act,  entitled  An  act  far  making 
fiutiier  and  mote  edeetual  proviaon  fer  the  jjaotactiui  ot 
Ik  frasitisre  of  the  United  Statea  :** 

It  passed  in  the  neftative. 

Onkredy  That  this  bdl  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

A  messMC  from  the  Honse  of  RcpresentatiTcs 
infanwd  t£e  Sflnnte,  tfant  Cher  ham  passed  a  US, 
tetided  "AaacctoaontinnamiaM&foralilint- 
•dtiaa&theactanpiitenaMrrto  *Thenetforthe 
amblisnmcnt  and  support  of  lif^t^ioases,  bea< 
flaB%  booys,  and  paUie  piers  and  a  hiU,  entitled 
An  act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time, 
Am  act,  entMed  <  An  act  to  ascertain  the  foee  in 
AdmMty  ptoeiedings  in  the  District  Ooarlsof  the 
Onited  States  nad  for  other  purposes}"  In  which 
fcTeeal  bDls  they  desiie  the  eoneurrence  of  the 
Sknate.  They  insist  on  one  aad  recede  iVom  other 
amendments  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate  on  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  layins  additional  dnties  oo 
fMda,  wares,  and  msielkancUse^  imported  into  the 
United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ah^  ot 
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Bfr.  Gdmh  reported,  from  the  managrers  at  the 
eohference  on  the  disagreeing  rotes  of  the  two 
Houses,  on  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  laying  addi- 
tional duties  OB  goods}  wares,  uid  merehandisd, 
imported  into  the  United  State^  and  on  th^  ton- 
nag*  of  ships  or  Tesseb."  Whwenpon, 

Senlved,  That  the  Senate  so  ftr  recede  flni 
their  amendment  to  Ae  first  section^  as  that  ti^ 
duty  on  coal  stand  at  one  half  eetit  per  bushel. 

They  also  recede  from  thelt-  last  amendment 
to  the  first  aection,  which  was  to  strike  cat  the 
words  ^'etbept  window  glass." 

FninAT,  June  6. 

The  UU  sent  from  tbe  House  of  R^reseuiatltaB 
for  coneurreneev  entitled  "An  act  for  Aeioore 
efiectuat  iHt>tection  the  Southwestern  froatnr 
settlers,"  was  read  the  third  time.  ' 

On  motion  it  was  agreed,  by  unanimona  ca» 
salt,  to  strike  out  theae  words  fnua  tk^  aeoond  sen- 
tion  reported  by  the  oommittee,  to  witi  after 
their  eiuisbikent." 

On  motion,  it  was  nneed  further  to  amend  the 
secobd  section  rnmrted  by  the  eoIlUnit«6^  by  in- 
serting these  words  after  ^  dollars  "one-tudfto 
be  paid  immediately  after  enlistment,  the  otlier 
half  at  the  end  of  thitee  months  thereafter." 

On  motion,  it  Was  agreed  fotther  tvamead  the 
bill  by  striking  oat  the  fowth  seetitA  raWMtcd  by 
the  committee.  ^ 

Begolved,  That  this  hill  pnas  with  ameaduenta. 

A  messtwe  irom  the  HtHise  of  Be^eaentatiTei 
informed  tfie  Senaiie,  that  the  Hauae  haye  resolT^ 
ed,  that  the  Conmitlee  of  Enratnaenu  b«  anAap- 
ized  to  amend  the  bill,  entitled  "Anactkying 
additional  ditties  on  goods,  wares,  and  m^teaan- 
disik  imported  into  the  Unked  States,  and 
on  me  tonnage  of  ships  and  resseis,"  by  strik- 
ing out  the  word  "next,"  ih  the  flnrt  section 
and,  in  lien  thereof,  inserting  Word  "in- 
stant ;"  idso,  by  maktng  a  cwreaprading  ak««- 
tion  throughout  the  bill,  and  bv  striking  out,  in  ibm 
title  the^fipf,  the  Irords  "and  on  tbc  toonaffe  ^ 
ship  or  Teasels  and  that  the  engrossed  biU  be 
ameaded  conformably  tb^tojand  diat  the  con* 
curtenee  of  the  SenUe  be  raqnested,  by  maai^^ 
in  this  reaoluticn. 

The  Seaatc  proceeded  to  eonaMer  ^  reaaln- 
tion  but  meotioae^  and, 

Benhed,  That  they  do  concur  therein. 

Mr.  RimiBKFDBn.  mm  the  eommittoc  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "Ah  act  for  deteil> 
mining  the  Northern  botmdary  of  the  Territorr 
ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  Stota  of  North 
Carolina,"  reported  that  the  bill  do  not  pass,  ahd 
the  report  Waa  adopted.  Wheretvon, 

RimbreA  Thht  tV  BeaatodonotamuintUa 
bill. 

Ordered.  That  the  Secretanr  a4»|aaint  the 
House  of  Represetttatires  thdrtfwttb. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  R^ircsenta^ 
tives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "Aa  aotmaUng 
certain  alterati«Ms  in  the  act  for  estabUshia^'the 
Jttdidnl  Oowts^  and  altenng  the  time  Mid  place 
^ht^dingcartauCoorts,"  waareadnthivd  tmt^ 
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On  moticw,  it  was  agreed,  to  strike  oat  the  vord 
"  Delawue"  fircna  the  second  seetiim,  also  the  fol- 
lowing Tords  in  die  same  seetton,  "  and  in  Ddta- 
■  vare  on  the  thixd  Monday  in  June." 

Also  to  add,  at  the  ei^  of  the  section, 

*'And^4w  Cirenit  Court  of  the  DittktofDe- 
lawan  hirafler  eomraeaoe  on  the  aeeond  Monday  in 
Jvne,  instead  of  lh«  27th  iaj  of  April ;  any  law  to  the 
toiOnry  notwithstsndit^." 

Also,  to  amend  the  3d  and  4th  sectiooaef  the  bill. 

Resolved,  Tbat  this  bill  pass  with  amendmeDts. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives  for  coQcurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Nicholas  Reib,"  was  read;  and,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  the  rule  was  dispensed  with,  and  the 
bill  was  read  a  second  and  third  time^  and  passed. 
-  The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tires  for  ooncurrenise,  entitled  "  An  act  to  c<mtiDne 
in  fore^  for  a  limited  time,  the  act  entitled  "  An 
«ct  to  ascertain  the  fees  in  Admiralty  ^tweedings 
IB  the  District  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
^ar  other  purptues,"  was  read. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bUI  be  read  a  second 
time  t  it  passed  in  the  negatire. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretanracqoaiut  AeHoose 
of  RepresenlatiTes  that  the  Senate  do  not  concur 
in  this  bill. 

The  tail,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repreeenta- 
ttres  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  continue 
in  force  a  limited  time, "  The  act  supplementary 
to  the  act  for  the  establishment  and  support  of 
light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers,^  was 
rmd }  and^  by  unanimous  consent,  the  rule  was  dis- 
poBsed  with,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  bill  hare 
■t  this  time  a  secmd  and  uird  reading. 

Retolved,  That  this  bill  pass. 
^    The  bill,  sent  ft«n  the  Hoose  of  Representa- 
tms  for  eoucmrenee,  entitled  "An  act  sopple- 
naitary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  promote  the 
proness  of  Useful  Arts,*'  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mesohed,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tires  for  concnrrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  enablelhe  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on  Continental  K8te>- 
tdishiDent  to  obtain  titles  to  certam  lands  lying 
Northwest  of  the  rirer  Ohio,  between  the  Little 
Miami  and  Sciota,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mmoivedj  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

Mr.  KiMO,  from  the  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  ^titled  **  An  act  proriding  for 
the  payment  oS  a  certain  sum  of  moner  due  to  the 
FroKii  R«pttbUe,"  reported  that  thefaill  do  notpus. 

Ordendf  That  the  report  lie  for  tonsideimtion, 
•nddiatin  &e  mean  time  it  be  prmtedfortheose 
cithe  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  die  House  of  Representa- 
tives  for  cwearreaee,  entitled,  "  An  act  concern- 
ing Inralids,"  was  read  the  second  time ;  and  it 
was  >S'Md,  by  imantmoas  consent,  to  dispense 
with  the  rule,  and  that  this  bill  be  now  read  the 
dufd  time. 

Ra<d9ed.  That  this  ^  pass. 

The  resolation  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
•anlatiTw  for  coneairence, "  direetii^  the  Seere* 
tary  at  War  to  mttko  oat  and  retam  to  the  Die- 
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trict  Judges  certain  lists  in  the  eases  of  Invalid 
Pensioners,"  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  this  resolation  pass  with  amend- 
ments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representativa 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  hare  passed 
the  bill  entitled  "Ad  act  to  authoriie  the  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  of  Griffith  Jones,  Samuel  Prio- 
lean,  and  John  R.  Livingston,  against  the  United 
States,"  and  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  dcclaiing  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Ma** 
ryland,  passed  the  twenty-eighth  of  December, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  for 
the  appointment  of  a  health  officer in  which 
sereral  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  the  rule 
was,  by  unanimous  consent  dispensed  with,  and 
the  biU  was  read  the  seccmd  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Porra,  MoBBia,  and  Gim h,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  IhU,  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent*- 
tires  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  anthpf- 
ize  the  setdement  of  the  claims  of  Griffith  Jones, 
Samuel  PrioleftU,and  John  R.  Livingston,  against 
the  United  States,"  was  read. 

Remlved^  That  the  ftirtherconsideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed  until  the  next  session  of  Conffress. 

The  petition  of  CJeorge  Nixon  and  others,  clerks 
in  the  Auditor's  office,  praying  an  increase  of  com- 
pensation, was  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  £lL8- 
woBTH,  LivERHORE,  and  MoBBiSj  to  eonsida  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repme^n* 
tires  for  concurrence,  entided  "  An  not  laying  du- 
ties en  property  sdd  at  aoetifm,"  was  read  the 
third  dme. 

BemAved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  unndBientB4 


Satvrdat,  June  7. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTiei 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entidecl  "  An  act  making  appropriaUoBs  for 
certain  purposes  therein  expressed in  wliiehtbei^ 
desire  the  concurrence  of  tne  Senate. 

Mr.  PoTTQ,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entided  "An  act  declaring  the 
consent  of  Cfmgress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Ma- 
ryland, passed  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-thxta. 
ias  the  appointment  of  •  health  officer,''  reported 
ame^mcots,  which  were  read  and  adopted ;  and 
it  was  agreed,  by  unanimwis  consent,  to  dispeoM 
with  the  rule,  and  that  diis  UU  be  now  tend  thn 
third  dme. 

ilesofoed,  That  this  bill  pass,  with  amendmenta. 

A  message  frmn  the  House  of  RepvesoitattTek 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  Hmisc  disagree  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bitt,  entitled 
"  Aa  act  for  the  more  effectual  protection  of  the 
Southwestern  fnyitier  settlers." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  raolndoB 
of  the  House  of  RepreaentatiTes  on  the  amend* 
meats  to  the  said  bill,  and 

lUuieedi  That  they  wiitrt  on  thwr  amendiff 
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to  sud  bill,  and  that  a  conference  be  desired  on  the 
disagreeing  rotes  of  the  two  Houses,  and  that 
Messrs.  Kins,  Ellsworth,  and  Potts,  be  mana- 
gers at  the  same  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iaformed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
proposed  conference,  on  the  disagreeing  rotes  of 
the  two  Houses,  on  the  bill,  endued  "  An  act  for 
the  more  effectual  protection  of  the  Soiuhwestem 
frontier  settlers,"  and  hare  appointed  managers  at 
the  same  on  their  part 

The  bill,  sent  mm  Ae  House  of  Representa- 
tires  for  concnrrence,  entitled  "  An  act  making 
appropriations  fot  certain  purposes  therein  ex- 
pressed," wtu  read;  and  it  was  agreed  to  dispense 
with  the  rule,  and  that  this  bilTbe  now  read  the 
second  time. 

.  Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs, 
Cabot,  Ross,  and  Ellsworth,  to  consider  and 
report  there<Hi  to  the  Senate. 

The  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  IhH,  entitled  "  An  act  providing  for  the 

Piyment  of  a  certain  sum  of  money  due  to  the 
tench  Repvblic,"  was  read,  as  follows : 
"  It  ai^iMrs,  a  statement  of  the  aoeomit  between 
flke  United  States  and  France,  reported  to  the  Hone  of 
Kepieaoutattres,  that,  according-  to  the  view  wbidt  is 
sntartained  at  the  Treasury  of  that  acetnut,  the  United 
8late^  on  Ote  first  dajr  of  Januaiy,  1794,  were  in  ad- 
TCnee  to  France  the  sum  of  two  miUims  one  hundred 
stevm  thooaand  and  ei^^-aix  Urres  toomds  aiufl  fire 
denieri  (being  988346S  11)  beyond  the  instahnents  of 
{Rtincipal  and  allinteiest  fAki  had  accrued  to  that  period. 

**  It  farther  qipean,  upon  inqoiry  at  Ote  Treaimry, 
that,  since  that  period,  there  has  been  advanced  on  ao- 
eotmt  of  our  Debt  to  France  the  ftuther  sum  of  seven^- 
ane  thooaand  two  houdred  and  forty-two  doUars  and 
4i^ty-mk9  teaHa, 

■  "  Aad  it  appeals,  IHawiaa,  frem  the  papen  referzsd 
lo  the  romsMttea,  that  the  Pnridsnt  has  promised  ftir- 
ftar  payment  opon  the  same  aeoonnt  of  1,600,000  Irvrea 
SB  the  third  of  September  next,  and  of  1 ,000,000  of  Irrres 
OB  the  fith  of  November  nex^  making  t<«ether  463,760 
doOazs,  whieb  jowinenta,  it  is  onderstood,  may  be  an- 
ticqiated  at  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  tfie  i»o- 
portians  and  at  the  epochs  which  are  deairad  bj  the 
Mniisfer  of  die  French  RepuUic 

"  Theae  muds  embrace  all  the  puts  of  principal  which, 
W  contract,  would  become  payaUe  to  Vmm  during 
me  year  17M;  beyond  wtuo,  were  there  no  antic^- 
ttona,  nothing  would  be  demandable  during  (he  present 
year  bot  the  interest  on  dw  balance  of  die  entire  Debt, 
whidi  balance,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1704,  is 
eompnted  at  du  Treasnry  at  9S,ei  1,667  88 ;  whence 
k  reauMsthat  Ae  p^mmtswhidi  bavs  been  made,«id 
tngmgod  to  be  made,  exceed  those  which  by  the  terms 
af  eoBitfaat  eonld  be  donandad. 

**nis  bang  die  case^  and  tba  Loea  in  qnastioB  hav^ 
B«  baea  m  Us  srigin  »edfca%  appio|wialed  tm  the 
p^oriesTdiB  Snk^  Amdj 
*  b  is  dM  ofMuim  of  the  coounittee,  diat  it  is  not  ad- 


risrfrfe  te  div«l  it  fiom  its  destinstiwi,  as  is  proposed 
tolkeUUreftnedtodwm;  and  oouaeqaeady,  that  the 
kdlalumld  not  pass." 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  adopt  the  report  of 
the  committee. 
On  motim,  that  the  Ull  but  reported  on  be  con- 


sidered in  paragraph^  it  passed  in  the  negatire— 
yeas  7,  nays  12,  as  follows: 

YxAs. — Messrs.  Brown,  Burr,  HawkiM,  Henry,  Jatic 
son,  Martin,  and  Ross. 

NATs^MesarB.  Bradford,  Cabot,  EUsworth,  Poster, 
Frelinghuysen,  Gunn,  King,  Llvermore,  Monis,  Potts^ 
Rntherford,  and  Vining. 
And  so  the  bill,  was  rejected. 
A  meaaace  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  "  residre  directing  the  respectire  Clerks  of  the 
District  Courts  of  the  United  States  to  return 
copies  of  the  ubies  fees  payaUe  in  the  Supreme 
or  Superior  Court  of  the  State  in  which  ne  re- 
sides, to  the  Attorney  General;"  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolre  last  brought  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  concurrence  was  read.' 
Raolved,  That  the  Senate  concnr  therein. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  an  extra  allowance  to  certain  clerks  in  the 
public  offices,  and  to  the  widows  and  families  of 
certain  deceased  clerks."  They  have  appointed 
a  committee  to  join  such  committee  as  »iall  be 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senat^  to  wait  on  the 
President  op  tub  UirnvD  Statbs,  and  notiiy 
him  of  the  proposed  recess  ik  Congress. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  considention 
the  resolution  lut  mentioned ;  and, 

Jftaolved,  That  they  do  c(mcur  therein,  and  that 
Messrs.  Vm ihg  and  Eiva  be  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate. 

The  bm  sent  from  the  House  of  Reprcsenta- 
tires  for  ooncurrence,  entitled  "An  act  making  an 
extra  allowtmce  to  certain  clei^  in  the  public  of- 
fices, and  to  the  widows  and  families  oC  eeitain 
deceased  clerks,"  was  read ;  and  it  was  agreed,  br 
unanimous  consent,  to  dispose  with  the  rale,  anal 
that  the  bill  be  now  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  Ull  be  referred  to  Bleasn. 
Rose,  Bbadforo,  and  Mobus,  to  ooiuder  and 
report  thereon  to  the  SeuUe. 

w.  RoB0,  from  Am  committee  last  mentioud,- 
reported  that  the  eonsidention  of  this  hill  be  p«at> 
pooed  until  the  next  sewlon  of  -OtK^ren ;  and  Am 
n^mt  was  adopted.  Whereuptm, 
Bett^vedf  That  this  biH  do  not  pass. 
Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  to  wliom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  George  NtxcHi  and 
others,  clerks  in  the  Auditor's  office,  reported  a 
biU,  wnich  was  read,  and  the  rule  was  dispensed 
wim  by  unanimous  consent,  and  the  bill  was  read 
the  second  time. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  bill,  it  passed  in  the 
negative,  and  the  bill  being  read  by  paragraphs,  it 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
infornied  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatires  agree  to  some  amendments,  affree  to 
some  Bmen£aent3  with  amendments,  and  disagree 
toother  amendments^  of  the  Senate  on  the  oiU, 
entitled  "An  act  making  certain  aheraiions  in  the 
act  for  estaUishisff  the  Jndieial  Cottits,  ami  alter- 
ing the  time  and  pace  of  hddingeertam  Courts." 
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The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  bill 
lapt  mentioned ;  and, 

Reaolved,  That  they  agree  to  the  amendments 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their  amend- 
ments, and  recede  from  their  own  amendments  to 
the  fourth  section  of  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  ViNiNO  reported,  from  the  joint  committee, 
that  they  had  waited  on  the  Pbesident  of  the 
Chited  States,  and  acquainted  him  with  the  in- 
tended recess  of  Congress  on  the  9th  instant. 

Mr.  KiMo,  from  die  nunagers  at  the  c(m£erence 
on  the  disafreetng  votes  of  uke  two  Houses  on  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  foiTthe  more  effectual  pro- 
tection of  the  Southwestern  frontier  settlers,"  re- 
ported that  they  could  come  to  no  agreement  with 
the  manager*  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

A  meBaage  £com  the  House  of  Representatives 
informeJ  the  Senate,  (hat  the  House  adliere  to 
tlieir  di!-4igrt-(,Tiit-'fji  to  tin.'  amendments  of  the  Se- 
QUE^  10  the  bjjl.  e^UJ^  "An  act  for  the  more  ef- 
fectual ^^roMnE^     119  «Outhweslern  frontier 

Jtegotitd,  Thai  iliv  St'oate  adhere  to  their 
giuen>[rn4.-iu;j  (o  the  bill  la^i  mentioned. 
Sii  llie  liill  w;th,  lui-I, 

Mr.  Cabut,  I'rom  ilic  cummitlee  to  whom  was 
cefbired  the  bill,  cniitkiJ  An  act  making  appro- 
priuions  for  ceftoip  purposes  therein  expressed," 
leported  lhac ^1%«JnU  [hu^  without  amendment: 
yhich  report  w«s  adopted:  and,  the  bill  being  read 
in  paxagrapbSfit  ^ras  ordered  to  a  third  rfaoing. 

UoxnfifT,  June  9. 

Pn  moticn,  the  rule  vta,  bj  unMiimoai  eonaeutt 
dii^wnaed  wiui,  and  Mr.  Kihq  obtained  perminuw 
to  mtroduee  a  bill  for  the  more  effectul  protee- 
tion  of  the  Soathnetem  froelien;  and  the  bill 
hnd  ita  first  nnd  aeooad  rending. 

On  the  ^uestioB  to  agcee  to  Ae  first  seetimi  of 
the  bill,  whiob  is  t»  follows : 

^'BeUtnaeUdbv  the  Smaie  and  Hmtttf  Repn- 
tentativea  of  the  iMited  Statu  of  Amttiea,in  Comgrtu 
mtmiM,  That,  wahm  it  diHUbe  ofimm  o?  the 
FkMidMt.of  tfw  Uaited  Btatea,  that  a  mpmeat  of  the 
traqH  beaeto&M  Mtfhoriaed  to  bo  laawd,  may,  ooamt- 
flnt^  with  the  good  of  dw  paUie  flHVKOt  be  amployad 
fer  du  prot«ctiaB  of  fhe  SoudiWMtem  thHittor,  he  be, 
^.bffnabgr  is,  ^fithoriwd  to  caoae  to  be  f^iaed  ibr 
years,  nnlqw  sooiitf  diachaigad,  within  die  8tai«  of 
Ve«igia,  Soath  Carolina,  Nonh  CaroUna,  dw  Terriloiy 
ftouth  of  the  Dbio,  and  the  8tat«  of  Tirgiiua,  an  addi- 
fional  iMiment  of  in£antiy,  conaudng  of  one  thousand 
one  hnndred  and  fortf  non-oommisrioned  officers,  mu- 
sirians,  «nd  inirate*,  and  solely  to  utpoint  the  commis- 
sioned officers  thereof^  and  to  organue  the  same  accord- 
ing to  the  present  MilHaiy  EstaUidunent:" 

It  passed  in  the  affirmatiTe— yeas  15,  nays  4,  as 
follows : 

YtAM^Uemoi.  Bradford,  Cabpt,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
Frelinghuysen,  Gunn,  Hawkins,  Heniy,  Jackson,  King, 
Lirermore,  Honia,  Potts,  Ruthexfurd,  and  Vining. 

Nats.^ — fSemm,  Brown,  Borr,  Martin,  and  Boas. 

On  laotioB  by  Mr.  Jackson,  to  postpone  iht 
k«t  section  of  the  bill,  which  ia  as  ftulows : 


"And  be  it  further  maettd.  That  aU  perMnu  who 
shall  be  assembled  or  embodied  in  arms,  upon  any  land 
belonging  to  Indians,  out  of  the  ordinary  jurisdiction  of 
any  State,  or  of  the  said  Territoiy  Soudi  of  the  Ohio, 
for  the  purpose  of  warring  against  die  Indians,  or  of 
committing  depredationB  npon  any  Indian  town,  orpei> 
sons  or  property,  aball  dieseby  beeome  UaUe  and 
jeet  to  the  Snka  and  Arddes  itfWarwUcik  a>e,or«haV 
be  ettabltflbed  for  tbe  government  of  die  troops  of  tha 
United  States,** 

For  the  purpose  of  substituting  the  following : 
^And  be  U  further  enaded.  That  any  militia  oficcr 
of  the  United  Sutes,  or  either  of  the  State*,  condncttag^ 
authoriiing,  or  attending,  ai^  opedition  over  die  pre- 
sent bonndaiy  line  between  the  reqteedve  States  and 
any  Indian  tnbe  or  ntfion,  except  in  the  pursuit  of  par* 
ties  of  Indians  who  may  commit  depredationB  on  the 
persons  or  proper^  of  the  dlizens  of  the  United  Statei^ 
for  the  purpose  of  attacking  their  Indian  towns,  or  de- 
stroying dieir  persons,  or  to  cMnmit  other  depredationa 
on  their  rights,  shall,  in  addition  to  the  pains  or  penal- 
ties the  law  of  the  United  States  now  sutgects  hwi  to^ 
be  liable  to  a  trial  by  a  General  Coart-martial,  to  ba  or* 
dered  by  the  Exeeudva  td  die  State  er  Teniloiy  to 
which  sndi  oOoar  baloag,  and  whoee  duly  it  ft 
is  herelnr  daefaied  to  he,  to  twder  such  Conxt^nsftial, 
and  ahsa,  if  found  guilty  thereof,  be  caahianed,  and  ^ 
footer  thereafter  disqualified  from  holding  any  comnuv 
sion  in  die  mflitia  of  ths  United  States  or  <tt  either  of 
Owatataa:*' 

It  passed  in  the  negatiTe-ryens  ,6,  nays  11,  «s 
follows:  f 

YjiAS^Messn.  Brown,  Buir.  Frelmghuysen^  Gqitnt 
Hwuy,  Jacfcaon,  Martin,  and  SoMk 

NATa^lCeava.  BradM  Gabat.  ]B|lsiriui|i,  FoeMA 
Hawkms,  King,  I^rfumme,  JfLtaoh  "^^Um,  BnOflrflup, 
yininip. 

On  motion  that  this  bill  be  naw  read  « thaiai 
tiaae  by  tmanimoBa  consent,  it  was  nqt  agtvad  to. 

The  bill  for  the^fiutfaer  eompensatioa  of  oUrks 
in  the  Auditor'^  ottee,  was  redd  riie  third  Cioa^ 
and  passed.  '  ' 

The  bill  ^nt  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  **An  act  making  np* 
propriations  for  certain  purposes  therein  ex- 
pressed," was  read  the  third  titne,  and  passed. 

On  motion  to  rescind  the  resolution  of  both 
Houses,  that  Congress  adjourn  on  this  day.  and  to 
agree  to  adjourn  on  Wednesday  next,  it  passed  ^ 
tlie  native. 

The  P^BsifuufT  laid  before  the  Senate  a  X«ttex 
£com  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  $tate^  with  hi* 
sMcie  account  for  the  Vi«rter  ending  the  31«t  of 
Maroh  laat ;  whieb  imw  read,  and  ordered  tp  Up 
for  conaiderBtion. 

A  message  from  the  Home  of  HqpaeaeUtativM 
ioformeddieSeaale,th*t  the  House,  bairiagfiaieked 
the  bUsinesa  of  the  scission,  ere  about  «o«Mjounu 

Ordered,  That  the  Seeretai  y  notify  the  H«na« 
of  RepresentativM,  that  tbeflenatelikewise,baving 
finished  the  bnsinese  of  the  session,  are  about  w 
adjottm ;  and.  he  having  reported  that  he  had  de- 
livered the  message,  the  pRGaioBirr  of  Che  Senate, 
conformably  to  the  resolution  of  ^e  ^^th  inftWit, 
adjourned  the  Senate  to  the  day  appuntedby  law 
Ufs  the  next  meeting  of  Congress. 
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HOUSB  OF  REPKES:eNTATIVES  OF  THJ^  UNITED  STATJES, 

AT  TBB  rnUfT  SEenON  of  the  THIBD  congress,  BE0UN  AM)  HEU)  AT  THE  CITV 
OF  PHILADELPHIA,  DSGBMBBR  S»  1798. 


Monday,  December  2, 1793. 
Tbis  being  the  day  appoiQted  by  the  Consti- 
ntioii  for  the  meetine  of  the  present  Ooi^^ess,  the 
fiAowing  members  appeued  md  took  tiieir  seals : 

fVom  ?kw  Bdmp^nj—'ISKBOiJii  Oilman, 
JoBH  S-Sburbubxe,  J^iiSHiAH.SHiTH,and  Pains 

WlHOATE- 

F^rom  MoMgadwsette. — Sheabjashdb  Bodbne, 
Pavis  Cobb,Hsnry  Deabbork,Beiijahin  Good- 
bos,  Samuel  Bolten,  William  Lyman,  Tpeo- 
DORi  Sedgwick,  George  Tbatcbeb,  ana  Arte- 

MA«  WaBO. 

JVom  ComecXicutf—.KHA^^  Learned,  Uriah 
TaACEY,  Jonathan  Trombcll,  and  Jebehian 
Wadbwortb. 

From  Vermmti^lwMAt^  &mtm,  ■ 

Awn  NcvB  iVfc.— THJioBoacs  Ba^iley,  Kbb- 
cuBL  ChuBSBir,  Ubiwv  Gi«nn,  Jaubs  GpADfHS 
8tuB  Talbo;^  JoBif  fi.  Vah  Aiaw^Fbiuf  Van 
Oovrumnr,- mu  Tan  Oumcs,  and  John 

Fivm  Mm  Jtsnim^Jonr  BiaiiVr,  BuASiBovr 
miffOT,  L«nBaT'CukDW«tA*m,  ABRAuoiCLuta, 
and  JaHATBAH  Dayton. 

.nvm  Pefauy<WR«£a.~JAWGS  ABMsraoNe,  Wil- 
UAM  FiNDLEY,  Tbomab  Prn»tuoHB,  Ansrbw 
Guoo,Tbomab  HaBtley,  William  Irvine,  John 
WiLKXa  I^ittbba,  Frederick  Adodbtdb  Mue- 

UKPERQ,  FeTBR  MvBLEBBSR<||,  TBpHAB  BcOTT, 

and  Jobm.Smiue. 

From  iibu^Mmdr-r^KwaR  Pwn  aod  Samu;u. 
Smith. 

ifTtfiWWatA^WlLMA^  B.  GiLBP,  pART^ft 
B.  ttUMIBOM,  J«BM  £UA'CBt  AlMUAD3l«AHn 

Itaum  Maihwmi,  Amvaw  Moarb,  Antrohv 
Vam^  iomm  NieMoidu^  FtkMi»w  Pmsthh^  Ro- 
bert Rdtberfobd,  Abbabam  VsMAffUjaDdFRAai- 
«Hi  Waubbr. 

PSnjmflM  CbreMwr-^BOMAdBBOSHT,  Wii/* 

UAM  J  OB  !f  BON  Da-WBON,  l^ATTHBW  LOOKB,  NA- 
THANIEL Macon,  and  Albkanbeb  Mbbamb. 

f^rm  South  ClBroKsa.— WiLLUM  SvitB. 

Fiwa.  Geo^gia.''An^J^BAl4^ALHWlflmA  Tno- 
auB  p.  C44NE9. 

A  HWUSm  of  tbB  BiBPllbfHVitieing  ;prw«nt,  ^hi« 
Hows  pnooeeded  to  bftUi»t,fi)ra  B^mkest  «hw  it 
Mfeamdfthat  ffBttEBicEA^SfoauuiwaiA,  on^  (tf 
tta  «Mnb«ia  Aob  BiHa^vania,  w»  ifMotedi 


whereupon,  he  was  conducted  to  the  Chair,  and 
made  his  aekaowkdgments  10  the  Hooae. 

The  Hons*  then  pnMeeded,  in.  the  same  bmbt 
ner,  to  the  appointment  o{  a  Cleifc,  when.  Joyv 
BaoKiM^  was  upointwl. 

The  uenalnatn  ww  Aoi  adE|uiuBteBed  to  Ike 
BM  rubers. 

Messages  wwxe  interchanged  between  the  liiro 
Houses,  annonnaing  thetr  ibrmation  and  re^idtoea 
to  proceed  to  busiiiMi. 

Soaegii  Wbeaton  snu  appouMed  SemaabMr 
AriM,  GUffwd  Dally  as  JJoottMper,  aadThomas 
Claxton  as  Asustant  Doorkeeper. 

A  ^lint  cMamiuee  was  i^qramaed  by  dtf  two 
Houses  to  wait.on.thePRBBiDBBT  or  .the  nnmo 
Stater,  to  inform  hka  that  a  qnonuu  of  the  t«9 
Honses  is  assembled,  aiMi  ready  to  recelre  aii|r 
otHnBMulaitiDn  that  ba  may  thiu  proper  to  make 
to  tham. 

Resolved,  That  two  Chaplains,  of  differeait  4k- 
nominatioas,  be  appointed,  ontf  by  aaoh  Hofua,  to 
iMterchaage  wteuy. 

Ronlvedy  That  a  alaadlngComBkittee  ofSleo- 
tiowbo  «{^iiBbBd}  ako  a  conuaitte*  to  rapait 
rules  and  orders  of  proceeding. 


Tdbbdat,  December  3. 

JoBBra  Mcfh>wELL  and  SBtiJAMm  Willuhb, 
ftran  North  Cardina,  appeared  aad  took  their  Bflkts. 

A  memge  fto|n  the  Senate  announoed  Ai&r 
mrfiness  to-rBoeive  the  oomnMnication  iVom  die 
PREainnra'  or  tbb  Unitbb  Stateb.  The  Sfeak- 
BR  and  aoembers  withdrew  to  the  Henate  Cham- 
ber, where  the  Prbbident  att«idcd  uid  deMv«rod 
his  Speech  to  the^roHouses,  which  will  be  foond 
in  the  oroeeedings  of  the  Smate,  page  10. 

On  tbe  return  of  the  members,  the  Speech  was 
eo^mitted  ton  Conmutlee  of  tlw  Whole. 

A  Message  was  recsii'^  from  the  Pubbibbht, 
with  d  cwv  of  his.pFotdamslion  and  of  tbe  Rules 
paresoribea  ny  him  fbr  the  govevnraent  ^  the  At- 
eentive  Officers  in  exectttingthe  Troatiee  between 
the  United  StMes  and  Foreign  Powere,  retavBd 
to  in  ii^e  Prebidbnt'b  Speech.  [For  copie«  of 
chcae  vpar^  see  the  Awtfidix.] 

The  SenaAe-iofotvaed  ^  Ho«m  that  ther  bad 
Mpointed  tlsa  Ri|^«  Reverend  Bishop  Waira 
dha|dain. 

And  tha  Hawa-pKiveeded  to  elect  Chap* 
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lain.  The  Bemend  Asuil  Qnw  ww  their 
choice. 

Wednesday,  December  4. 

Peleo  Coffin,  Jt.,  from  Massachusetts ;  Wil- 
liam MoNTGOMEBT,  from  Petmsylvania ;  and  Wil- 
liam Vanb  Mobrat,  from  Maryland,  appeared, 
produced  their  credeotials,  and  took  their  seats  in 
the  House;  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  being  first  administered  to 
fhem  by  the  Spbakbb,  acceding  to  law. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  Speech  of  the  Pbebidbht 
or  THE  United  States  to  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress; and,after  some  time  spenttherein, the  Chair- 
man  reported  tluit  the  Committee  had  had  die 
said  Speech  under  consideration,  and  come  to  a 
Msolution  thereupon;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
■freed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUows: 

Retolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  <tf  this  Com- 
mittee Aat  a  respectful  Address  ought  to  be  pre- 
sented by  the  House  of  Representatlres  to  the 
PnBBi»EHT  or  THE  Urited  Statbb,  in  answer  to 
faia  Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  at  the 
cormnencement  of  this  session,  containiBf  assur- 
vsees  that  diis  House  will  take  into  coDsi«mtion 
the  various  and  important  mattns  recommended 
to  their  attention. 

Ordeni,  That  hiessrs.  MABiaoir,  Seimwice, 
Wattb,  HAXTLBr,  and  SAiitmL  Smith,  be  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  ^^re  an  Address  pursu- 
ant to  the  said  resohitiim. 

Jfasolned^  That  this  Hovse  will,  tMBorrow, 
■sain  resoWe  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  If^t^ 
Howe  on  the  said  Speech. 

A  petition  «f  Henry  Latimer,  of  the  State  of 
Delaware,  was  i»esented  to  the  House  and  read, 
complaining  (rf  an  undue  election  and  return  of 
John  Patton,  to  serve  as  a  member  of  this  House 
for  the  said  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

TKEATY  WETH  THE  INSIANS. 
.  A  eofnmnnieatiaa  was  receiTed  from  the  War 
D^artment,  consisting  of  a  copy  of  the  iastnic- 
tions  givoDi  to  the  Commissionera  for  tftating  with 
the  Indians  North  oi  the  Ohio;  the  Jown^  of 
those  Commiisioners.  and  a  list  of  die  effiocfs  in 
Ihe  sonrice  of  the  Uuted  States. 

Some  (Aijectiott  was  at  first  made  to  reading  the 
two  first  cwnmunicariona,  but  was  afterwards 
waived. 

The  iastmotiras  were  then  read.  They  pre- 
mmt,  that  it  appears  a  great  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple df  the  United  States  are  averse  to  the  Indian 
WW,  aad  wish  Cor  peace  with  the  savages  if  it  can 
be  obtained  on  just  and  honmble  terma.  Ther 
ftaatemplate  the  treaty  at  Fort  Harmar  as  valid, 
a«d  the  sales  made  there,  good.  They  prt^Kwe 
offering  the  hostile  IndMus,  if  they  shoola  come  to 
tflims  of  aeeoBUBohtion,  the  gwuantee  of  the 
United  States  against  any  impoeftioM  of  her  eiia- 
zens.  The  Commissioners  were  empowered  to 
promise  $90,000  wordi  of  geod^  aatf  an  amiual 
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iwesent  of  $2QyOOO^  if  <he  hostile  tribesahould  agree 
to  tenas.  1%^  were  iDstructed  to  prevent,  if 
possible,  a  confmeracy  of  the  Indians ;  to  secure 
and  explain  the  natureof  our  right  of  pre-emption 
to  their  lands,  and  to  admit  no  British  agents  to 
the  treaty  as  mediators ;  they  mivht,  however, 
attend  the  treaty  as  spectators,  as  the  United  States, 
wishing  to  deal  fairly  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and 
secure  an  honorable  peace,  did  not  care  who  Wit- 
nessed the  transaction. 

Some  objections  were  started  to  reading  the 
Journal  with  open  galleries  until  die  nature  of  it 
was  known.  After  a  short  conversation  npcm  the 
propriety  of  reading  it  i»ivately,  a  motiim  to  ad- 
journ was  made  ami  carried. 


Thdrsdat,  December  5. 

Fiansa  Ames  and  Dwioht  Fosteb,  from  Mas- 
sachusetts; and  Nathakiel  Nilbb,  from  Vermont, 
appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  and  tocdc 
tneir  seats. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  paper* 
communicated  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  yester- 
day, and  went  through  the  same.  ' 

Ordered^  That  the  said  papers  be  committed  to 
the  Cominittee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

The  following  Message  was  received  fVom  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

Gtntlemm  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  tie  Htmee  of  S^reteMaiiimi 

As  the  present  ntaation  of  die  several  Nations  of 
Europe,  and  espeetally  of  thoee  with  wMcfa  (be  Uniled 
States  have  faoportant  reUtioos,  cannot  bat  rendsr  the 
state  of  things,  between  them  and  ns,  mattsr  o£  inte- 
resting  inqubr  to  the  Lqpslatore,  and  may,  indead, 
gWe  liaa  to  ddibeiatkiB*  to  whkh  Um^  alana  are  eem- 
petcBt,  I  have  dioo^  it  my  duj^  to  eoounnaioate  to 
th«an  certain  oonenMHidencea  which  have  taken  I^aee. 

The  Itepreeeatattre  and  EzeeatiTe  bodies  of  France 
have  mamfiwted,  generally,  a  friendly  attadiment  to  thk 
country ;  hare  giTen  advantages  to  our  commerce  and 
navifattoD,  and  nave  made  overtures  for  placing  theaa 
advantages  OD  permanent  ground ;  a  decree,  however,  of 
the  National  Assembly,  subjecting  veueU  laden  with 
proviiions  to  be  carried  into  dwr  potts,  and  making 
enemy-goods  lawftU  mxe,  m  the  vesasl  of  a  friend,  oon- 
traiT  to  our  treaty,  niough  revoked  at  one  time,  as  to 
dw  United  States,  has  been  since  «tendsd  to  theirVea* 
■els  also,  as  fasa  been  recently  etated  to  ns.  Bepceaent- 
atimsen  dusMlneot  will  be  faamediately  given  in  eharga 
to  our  Minbtor  there,  and  the  rasak  sball  be  comiamrf- 
catadtothe  Legidstura. 

It  is  with  extreme  oonoem  I  have  to  inform  yon,  that 
the  pnweediaga  of  the  perssn  wbea  they  have  onfortu- 
nate^  appointed  thsir  Mhiirtst  Flen^wtentiaiT  here, 
have  breathed  nothing  <rf  the  ftien^  q>irit  of  die  Na- 
tion whidi  sent  him ;  thdr  tendency,  on  the  coatruj, 
has  been  to  involve  us  in  war  abroad,  and  discord 
and  anarchy  at  home.  So  for  as  his  act^  or  those 
of  his  agents,  have  threatened  our  immediate  com- 
mitment in  the  war,  or  flagrant  insult  to  the  authority 
of  the  laws,  their  efleot  has  been  ooonteraeted  by  the 
ordhiary  cegnisanee  of  the  tnn,  and  by  an  exertion  «f 
the  powsia  esuBdsd  to  KM.  WhsM  dteir  danger  w^ 
nsttamfaMm^th^yhMve  basM  banMwitli,ftsB..B«rti^ 
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menti  «f  regard  to  hk  NatfoD ;  from  a  teme  of  tb^ 
ftfendAlptqwardg  nv ;  fiomacoirTictiontluittfae^wonlil 
not  fldfer  oa  to  remain  long  expOMd  to  tbe  action  of  a 
pnaon,  who  lun  ao  liltle  iMpeeted  oar  mntaal  di^Km^ 
tima  *,  and  I  wiR  wM,  from  a  nKaaco  on  the  ihnaatm 
of  m;  fdhnr-dtiteaif  in  Ikeki  piteoiFlea  of  paaoe  and 
ortwi  Id  tkasiaaaliBkaflhave  racpostad  aMfHUMBd 
tha  atiynklicni  of  war  twiiea  aceordhig  to  what  I  judyd 

lAidi  tiMv  a&iis  taaw  callad  for  flw  w»  and  wbicb 
jwliie  to  ottva  loft  na  fiiea  (Q'pwfiim..  I  have  (me 
Audw.  Kathm  than  awplar  mtm  for  the  leatitutioa 
of  eaitain  vaaaala  whidi  I  dMiB«l  tha  Unitwl  Statea 
bannd  to  reatmre,  I  tfaoogjtit  it  aere  adviaaUe  to  wtiaQi- 
Hm  partiea,  b;  avowing  it  to  ba  ny  opiniMi,  that,  if  le- 
atitntian  mn  not  mada,  it  would  be  iacumbaot  on  (ha 
United  Stataa  to  make eonfenaatiaaa.  Tbapajpeianow 
eoHauniaatad  will  noro  parti  oulwly  ^^iaa  jon  of 
tea  iWHaetiBU. 

n*  vaxatioM  and  apoUatiMia  nnderatood  to  ha«a 
baa*  imiiialliil  on  aar  vaaaeU  and  omamtKt^y  tha 
cmiataa  and  officera  of  laaw  of  the  belligarent  Powanv 
a^Mared  lo  inquire  eitaatioB.  ThrprinfipfthfiiihirTr 
eret,  not  hanqg  bean  bnught  forward,  the  deacriptioQ 
of  citizena  soppooed  to  have  aufiered,  were  notified  that, 
on  fiuniflhing  them  to  the  Executive,  due  mcuarea 
wonld  be  taken  to  obtain  redram  of  the  past;  and  tnore 
efiectua!  provigiorn  agacDet  the  ftitare.  Should  aoeh 
doeomenta  be  Auniehed,  proper  repnaentationa  win  be 
■ade  thereon,  with  a  Juft  rabnee  on  a  redreai  propor- 
tlOBed  to  Alt  exigency  of  the  caae. 

Tlw  Britirii  Gmcgrnment  having  nndertaken,  hy  or>- 
dm  af  the  Comlnanden  of  their  armed  veanla,  te  re- 
atnfn,  genetaUy,  ear  ooMnarea,  in  com  and  otiMr  pro* 
vWMU,tathak  a««  porta  and  Ifaaaeaf  thdr&iaoda^AB 
inamettsM  now  nwntnoninaled  wcm  imiidiaialy  fiir- 
wavded  taowrlfiniMer  at  thatConC.  fai  tha  awan 
tinny  aoma  ^acuaaionjon  the  rakject  took  pUoe  between 
him  and  them;  theae  are  also  laid  before  yon;  and  I 
mm,jF  expect  to  learn  the  reaoltof  hiaapedalinatiiictunia, 
in  time  to  make~  it  lOMWn  to  the  Le^datore  daring 
ikaix  paaaent  aeaaion. 

Ya;  early  aAer  the  anind  of  a  Britiah  Minivter  here, 
mntou  tjf^aiMitsaM  an  the  inexecniion  itf  Ae  IVea^ 
of  Penoe.wara  entered  iutowith  that  Minister^  tbaaa 
an  now  hoi  befere  joa  ibr  ;;roat  tnfonnation. 

On  the  BoIgeelaMtnutaal  interaat  between  (hiaconn- 
tTf  and  Bfna,n^:otiationa  and  etmferencea  am  now  de- 
pending. '  TluB  pnUic  good  reqmring  that  the  preaent 
atate  of  theae  ahonld  be  made  known  to  the  Le^sla- 
tora,  in  eonfidmee  on/y,  they  ihaU  be  the  aubiect  of  a 
aaparata  aiu  aataegnent  OMiiiliQnicafion. 

6.  WABHINOTON. 
Uvma  Statu,  Deeemher  6, 1798. 

The  FaMiNifT  ant,  idM^  n  cm  of  tke  report 
ot  the  hiB  OttmwHiionBrs  fbr  mwiag  neeounts 
IwMva  the  Uniiad  BtKtm  aad  indiTidonl  States, 
•adtng  tfac  talmeaadiielo  mi  frw  tfaa  Mtpeeiite 
Statea. 

The  "Usaage  and  Coramunicatioiu  from  the 
pBEBUkENT  were,  partly  rca4,  and  ordered  to  be 
prioted. 

Mr.  Madisoi* ,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
m^veoted  an  Address  to  the  President  op  the 
Unitbd  States,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to  both 
Hooaes  of  Congress ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  <a  the  Whole 
Room  to-morrov. 
3d  Cov.^ 


FsibAt,  DecAnber  6^ 

Jambs  HiLuiooeB,  from  Connecticut,  and  Jo- 
siAH  -PanKSS,  ffom  Virgtata,  appeared,  and  took 
their  seato. 

Mr.  Wiu.fAM  Bairn,  from  the  Sundinf  Coan- 
mitiee  of  Election^  mortad  thdt  the  OtHnnittaa 
had,  n  part,  exomnKa  th«  eertifienteB  snd  odM* 
credentials  of  the  members  returned  fo  aerre'  fa 
this  Hoiue,  aftd  had  i^reed  upon  a  report ;  whieli 
wa^f  read,  and  fs  as  foilowa : 

-  It  ^eaia  to  your  Committee,  that  tlM  rmdwitiala 
of  th»MWaiC<°MnbaRiaieanfiit4nt  laanlide  tiban 
ta  take  thoar  MUa,  in  the  Hooaa,  to  wit : 

[After  enumerating  the  names  of  the  members 
whose  credentials  were  examined,  the  report  cott- 
chid*>:] 

'  Your  Goauaittee  ftuther  npott  that,  m  the  omo  of 
Jeaa  PATvev,  retained  ea  a  member  for  the  Stata  af 
DathwaMfthaExecwtiveefthaaaid  8tatehaT%tacethnr 
with  the  letam,  trauwitted  a  pialea»,inada  tetei  by 
Henry  LatiMcr,  <rf  Aa  aaid  Bnite,  againur  tha  latam  al 
the  aaid  Joan  PAnaai." 

OrdtntL  That  tfaa-nid  rapgit  do  lia  on  iba 
table. 

The  Home  reeolTed  itself  ibto  a  Commlttw  «f 
the  Whole  House  on  the  Address  to  the  Prbsi-' 
DENT  OF  THE  United  States,  in  aDsw«r  to  his 
Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Congress ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  haa  had  the  said  Address' 
under  considetation,  and  made  no  amendment 
thereto. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  this  House  doth 
agree  to  the  said  Address,  in  the  words  following: 

8i  a :  The  BepresentatiTea  of  the  ^ple  of  the  United 
Statea,  in  meeting  yon  fbr  the  firat  tune  nnce  you  have 
been  again  called,  by  an  nnaafmoos  aufirage,  to  your 
preaent  station,  find  an  oecadon,  which  th^  embrace 
with  no  leas  dnceiify  dian  pvompthnde,  Ibr  n  rmirsdwi,' 
to  yon  their  oongratnlations  on  ao  dMnguiihad  a  taatir 
mony  f>f  public  ntpnbatioa,  and  thdr  entire  eonftdenatf 
in  the  pwfty  and  paMotiam  of  tte  metitfea  wUdlt  hKVi 
paadnoed  Oit  obedienee  to  the  veioe  of  your  eomttr^ 
It  ia  tu  virtaea  wUoh  have  eanunanded  long  and  uA' 
«mal  rvweaee,  and  anrvleea  from  whic&  utc  flowed 
great  and  lasting  benefil^that  die  trtbuteof  praiM  uaf 
bepaidwithtettiierapraaahof  AaMwy;  anditiaftOM 
the  aame  aonieea  thai  the  fiuieat  aaticipalinna  m9f  b» 
derived  in  imu  of  tha  paUie  hsppineaai 

The  United  Statea  having  takn  no  part  in  the  war 
i^ich  bad  emteaoad  in  Enn^  Ae  Powers  with  when 
they  have  the  moatextenatve  relationa,  the  maintenanca 
of  peace  waa  justly  to  be  regwded  aa  mm  of  the  moat 
important  dntiee  of  the  Magistrate  charged  with  the 
fidthfUl  exeoution  of  the  laws.  We  accordingly  wit- 
ness, with  approbation  and  pleasure,  the  vigilance  with 
which  yon  have  guarded  against  an  interruption  of  that 
blessing,  by  your  Ptoclamatitm,  admonishing  our  citi* 
sens  of  me  conaequenees  oi  ilKdt  or  hostile  ads  towardi 
the  bdhgennt  parties;  and  ptomo«mg,by  a  Jsdaialioft 
of  the  exiating  legal  stale  of  thinga,  an  easier  sifaiiaifan 
ot  oar  light  t«  tte  bnamnhies  beb^tag  to  aw  aton- 
tion. 

The  connexion  of  the  United  Statea  with  Burc^hat 
evidenify  beeoma  wttmalj  intaraeling.  The  flounn* 
nkstions  wUA  nnain  to  be  axfailiitad  to  ni  wiD,  no 


Digitized  by 


Googlt 


139 


HISTOBY  OF  COyGRESa  MO 

Addrets  to  the  JPretident.  [Dsobmbbb,  1793. 


H.  or  R.] 


doDbtr  BMist  in  grring  tu  s  fuller  riew  of  the  sabject, 
and  in  goidinf  our  delibeiatioaB  to  Mich  rwDlte  u  may 
eOBMortwiditherqilitouidtnie  intambiaf  imreo«ntoy. 

We  leMn,  with  deep  regnt,  flut  the  neuorea,  dic- 
tated hj  •  love  of  peace,  fi»  obtaininf  an  amkiUe  In^ 
nmatiDB  <rf  dw  aflkting  war  on  our  fiwiticni,  liive 
baan  frnaliatBd,  and  that  a  naort  to  dSumn  meaaana 
Aeold  have  again  beoome  naeeaaaiy.  A*  the  hUler, 
bewerer,  moat  be  reitdered  more  aatimetoiy,  in  {m^tor- 
tion  to  the  aoIicitDde  fat  jpnce,  muu&gted  b;  the  ftmner, 
it  is  to  be  hoped  the;  wOl  be  ptumed  under  the  better 
anipiee*,  on  that  account,  uid  be  finallj  crowned  with 
mom  h^^  aacceaa. 

,  h  rawhan  to  the  partieqlir  tribe  of  IndiaM  agaiftat 
whom  oSenrive  mMaaorea  hare  been  jmrf^ted,  aa  well 
a*  on  all  the  other  important  subject*  which  you  have 
pMaented  to  oar  view,  we  shall  bestow  the  attention 
which  thenr  claim.  We  cannot,  howerer,  refrain,  »X 
this  time,  frem  particularly  expressing  our  concurrence 
in  TOOT  anxiety  far  the  regobx  dischwge  of  die  Public 
Imms,  as  &st  us  cbcumstancea  and  events  will  pennit, 
and,  in  the  policy  of  removing  airy  impediment  that 
be  fonna  in  the  wvr  <rf'a  ftitUm  ramaentation  of 
pAHe  neoeedings  thron^boot  the  Uidted  States,  being 
parsoaoed,  with  yoo,  that  on  no  aoljeot  man  than  the 
WKUn  can  delay  be.  more  injuiions,  or  an  eeoBonqr  of 
time  more  valuable ;  and  that,  with  respect  to  the  latter, 
no  resQwoe  is  so  ftonforthe  Goremment  of  the  United 
States  as  the  afiectiona  of  the  people,  gvided  by  an  en- 
H^tened  p(4i(7. 

lltfoaghoat  our  deliberations  we  ahall  endeavor  to 
'Cberish  every  aentiment  which  majecmtAmta  to  raidnr 
them  ocndudre  to  the  dignity  aa  wdl  as  to  the  weHare 
<rf  the  Umted  Statea.  And  we  krin  with  yon  in  lm< 
^ring  diat  Baiiig,  on  whoaa  wiu  die  &te  of  natimu 
wpandi,  to  emwn  widi  aoeeesa  onr  mvtnal  endeavors. 

.  JZMofee^  That  Mr.  Spbubb,  attended  by  the 
Bouae,  do  wesedt  the  said  Address,  aod  that  Mr. 
BIadison,  Mr.  SsDowicK,  and  Mr.  Habtlet,  be 
a  committee  to  wait  on  the  Pbbbident,  to  know 
whra  and  where  it  will  be  eouTenient  ior  him  to 
receive  the  same. 

A  petition  of  Henry  K,  Van  Rensselaer,  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  com|4aining  of  an  undue  election  and 
retom  of  John  E.  Van  Allen,  to  serre  da  a  meto- 
b^  of  this  House  for  the  said  State. 

Ordertdj  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
^  Committee  of  Elections. 

The  Honae  resonaed  the  reading  of  the  Measaee 
and  eommnnicatioiu  reeeired  yesterday  from  the 
FaBBiDBitT  OP  THE  UviTiB  Stateb,  and  made  a 
flirther  progress  therein. 

Mr.  MADiflon,  from  the  eonunittee  appointed  to 
wait  on'the  Phesidbnt  of  the  UnrrED  StateSj 
to  know  when  and  where  it  will  be  conrenient 
for  him  to  receive  the  Address  of  this  House,  in 
answer  to  his  Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
reported  that  the  committee  had  waited  on  the 
PaEaiDBNT,  who  signified  to  them  that  it  would 
be  convenient  to  him  to  receive  the  said  Address 
at  13  o'clock^  tormorrow,  at  his  own  hoiue. 

Satubdat,  December  7. 
Pbleo  Wadswortb,  from  Massachusetts,  and 
JoBBPB  Nbvillb,  from  Virginia,  appeared,  pro- 
dneed  ^eir  credentials,  and  took  their  seats. 


The  Sfbakbb.  attended  by  the  House,  then 
withdrew  to  the  nouse  of  the  Pbgsident  of  the 
United  States,  and  there  presented  to  him  the 
Address  of  this  House,  in  answer  to  Jiis  speech  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress;  to  whii^  the  Pbebi- 
OEHT  made  the  ftdlowmg  Reply : 

Qnwt%Mm%K :  I  shall  net  aflfect  to  eoneed  the  eoidial 
satvfiustion  wluch  I  dnive  tnm  the  AddiesB  nt  -4a 
House  of  KepnaenlaliiMi  Whataoffrar  those  asrvioaa 
be  which  yea  haTS  aanettoned  by  your  hmt,  H  ia 
a  anffident  reward  diatthOT  have  bean  accepted  as  A«y 
were  meant  For  the  fldAnMnt  of  yoar  anticipati«is 
of  the  Aitme,  I  can  give  no  other  asstnanee  Aan  that 
^  motives  which  you  approveshall  continue  unchanged. 

It  is  truly  gtatifying  to  me  to  leant  that  the  Practe- 
mation  has  been  considered  as  a  seasonalde  guard 
against  the  intenruption  of  the  public  peace.  Nor  caa 
I  doubt  that  tta  aaejects  witich  I  have  raoommended  to 
your  attoition  aa  depending  rn  Legiriative  piovlabna, 
win  receive  a  JBa^isslon  suited  to  th^  impartanee. 
With  every  reason,  Alra,  it  may  be  eipected  that  jemr 
dettberatioBa,  under  the  DMne  Uesnng,  vrffl  be  matured 
to  fta  bomr  and  haiipinaaaof  die  United  States. 

G.  WA8HINOTON. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  commu- 
nications received  from  the  Peesident  op  the 
United  States  on  Thursday  last,  and  made  a 
further  progress  therein. 

The  Sfeaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  accom- 
panying his  accounts  of  the  receipts  and  expe»di- 
ture*  of  public  moneys,  irom  the  1st  of  Jamaiy  to 
the  31st  oi  March,  1703,  inehuiTei  also,  of  his 
paymenu  aad  reedpts  oo  aoconnt  of  the  War 
Department,  from  the  1st  of  Stmuutf  to  ^  SOd& 
of  June,  1793,  inclusive ;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


MoNDAT,  December  9. 

Gabriel  Cbristie,  from  Maryland,  Thohas 
Claibobmb  and  Gbobob  Hancock,  iVom  Virginia, 
JoBEpH  WfflSTON,  from  Nofth  Cardiaa,  Johk 
HuNTBB  and  Anobew  Pickens,  from  South  Ca- 
rolina, appeared^  produced  their  credentials,  and 
took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  Com- 
munications received  from  the  Prebidbnt  or  tbb 
United  States  «t  Thursday  kst,  and  made  a 
further  progress  therein. 

Mr.  WiLUAH  Smitb,  fr«n  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  Henry  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  ctHnplainn^;  of  an  undtie  deotioD 
and  return  of  John  E.  Van  AUeUf  to  serve  as  a 
member  of  this  Hoiue  for  the  said  8tat&  nande  a 
report;  whieh  was  r«»i,  and  ordered  to  1m  on  tlie 
Uble. 


TiTEBBAT,  December  10. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  Com- 
mimications  received  from  the  Pbebidbht  op  tbb 
United  States  on  Thursiby  last,  and  made  a 
further  progress  therein. 

Ordered;  That  the  petition  of  Henry  Latimer, 
of  the  State  of  Delaware,  complaining  m  an  undue 
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deetion  and  retaro  of  John  Patton,  to  ■erTe  u  a 
member  of  this  House  for  the  said  State,  which 
1«T  on  die  table,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Rleetions,  with  instractioa  to  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same^  Kith  their  ojrinion 
thereupon,  to  the  House. 

WsDRBBiiAT,  December  11. 

BsHJ&MiN  Bourne  and  Francis  Malbohs, 
from  Rhode  Island,  appeared,  produced  their  cre- 
dmtials,  and  took  tneir  seats  in  the  House. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  Com- 
moaieations  receired  from  the  Presidbjit  or  the 
UvRCD  States  on  Thursday  last,  and  wenr 
thtvnq^  the  nme. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Communiea.tiODs  be 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  sute  of  the  Union. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whwa  House  on  the  Speedi  of  the 
PBBanwirr  or  tbb  Unrrao  Btatbs  to  both 
Houses  of  Congress ;  and^  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Commit- 
tee haa  again  had  the  said  Speeeh  under  con- 
sideration^ and  come  to  serei^  resolutions  there- 
upon ;  which  were  sererally  twice  read  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  as  follow : 

IsL  Resolved.  That  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  prepare  and  oriog  in  a  bill  for  competing  and 
better  supporting  the  Military  Estawsbment  of 
the  United  States. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  report  whether  any,  and  wliat,amaidmentB  are, 
in  thmr  opmiwf  necessary  to  the  act  for  establish- 
ing  an  uniform  militia  throughout  the  United 
States. 

3d.  Retotted,  That  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  report  whether  any,  and  what,  altemtions  or 
amraidments  are.  in  their  opinioo,  necessary  to  the 
act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Bopds  of 
the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jbrehiab  WAitawonTH, 
Mr.  Oilman,  Mr.BoDDmoT,  Mr.  Pbtbr  Muhlbh- 
BEEo,  Mr.  Pabeeb,  Mr.  Cabnbs,  and  Mr.  Blodnt, 
be  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  first  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cobb,  Mr.  Sbbmbcrne,  Mr. 
Benjamin  Bodrnb,  Mr.  Van  Cobtlanot,  Mr. 
Montgomery,  Mr-  HABRiaoN,  and  Mr.  Pickens, 
be  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  second  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sbdowick,  Mr.  Tbact,  Mr. 
Glenn,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Fitzsihonb,  Mr.  Dent, 
Bfr.  Walker,  Mr.  McDowell,  and  Mr.  Huntra, 
be  a  committee  pumunt  to  the  third  resolvtim. 

Beeohed,  That  this  House  will,  tm  Friday 
next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  said  Speech. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  accom- 
panying his  account  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures or  public  moneys,  from  the  let  of  April  to 
the  30th  of  June,  1793,  inclusive;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  he  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BoODiNOT,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  examine  the  Journal  of  the  last  sessioui  and  to 
report  therefrom  all  such  matters  of  business  as 


were  then  depending  and  undetermined,  made  a 
report}  which  was  read, and  wdered  to  Ue  on  the 
table. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
examine  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  report 
to  the  House  such  as  have  expired,  or  will  expire, 
before  the  next  session;  and  that  Mr.  Boudihot. 
Mr.  GoODBDE,  and  Mr.  Kittbba,  be  the  saia 
committee. 

Fbuat,  Deeember  13. 

Thomas  Tredveli.,  from  New  Yoi^  and  Joan 
Patton,  from  Delaware,  appeared,  proooeed  thdr 
eredentiab,  and  took  their  seats. 

The  House  anin  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Speech  of  the 
Prbsiuent  of  the  United  States  to  both  Houses 
of  Congress ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had 
sgain  had  the  said  Speech  ua4er  eonsidmtioii, 
and  nuule  a  i^irtfa«r  progtess  tlwrein. 

AsMAwi,  That  tKis  House  wiU,  on  Monday 
next,  amin  resolve  itself  nMoaOomnutieaitf 
WholeBonse  o«  the  said  Speech. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  to  establidi  an  uniform 
system  of  bacAmptcy  throughout  the  United 
States;  and  that  Mr.  Qiles,  Mr.  William  Smith, 
Mr.  Ames,  Mr.  Hartley,  Mr.  Hillsquse,  Mr. 
FrrzaiHOHB,  and  Mr.  Boudiiiot,  be  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

Ordered.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  to  make  provision  for 
the  renewal  of  destroyed  certificates  of  Debt  of 
the  United  States ;  and  that  Mr.  Lbr,  Mr.  Coffin, 
and  Mr.  Beattt,  be  the  said  committee. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  mMinted  to 
prepare  and  ^ii^in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  dck 
anddisabled  seamen;  and  that  Mr.GoooHDB,  Mr. 
Watts,  Bdr.  Nicholas,  Mr.  Winston,  and  Mr. 
Malbomh,  be  the  said  committee. 

Monday,  December  16. 

Sahdbl  Dbxtbr,  Junior,  from  Massachusetts, 
Joshua  Coit  and  Zephanuh  Swift,  from  Con- 
necticut, and  Richard  Wink,  from  South  Caro- 
lina, appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  and 
took  their  seats. 

Tbe  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  requesting 
that  a  new  inquiry  into  his  official  conduct  may 
be  instttnted,  m  some  mode  most  efiectual  for  an 
accorate  andthorooffh  investigation  j  whiekv^ 
read,  and  ordered  to  ue  at  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accMupanying  a  re- 
turn of  the  ordnance,  arms,  and  military  sttves,  in 
possession  of  the  Umted  States;  also,  a  variety  of 
papers,  from  A  to  L,  inclusive,  giving  a  view  of 
the  Southwestern  frontiers,  as  connected  with  the 
Creeks  and  the  State  of  Oeorgia  and  the  South- 
western Territory  of  the  UnitedStates.  The  said 
Letter  and  Communications  were  partly  read. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
ake  into  eonsideratitm  the  act  "  To  estaUtsb  the 
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Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States,"  and  report 
someprorisioas  in  the  case,  where  any  Judge  of 
the  Courts  of  the  IToited  States  is,  or  may,  by 
sickness  or  other  disqualifying  cause,  be  rendered 
inoapaUe  of  dischargii^  the  duties  of  his  office ; 
tSao^  some  further  provision  eoDceminj;  bail,  pro- 
cess, and  costs,  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States; 
ud.  generally,  to  report  such  amendments  to  the 
said  act  as  they  may  judxe  necessary  and  Consti- 
tntional ;  and  that  Mr.  William  Smith,  Mr.  Jbre- 
HiAH  Smith,  Mr.  Moohe,  Mr.  Mobbat,  Mr.; 
TbatchbHj  Ml.  Soon,  waA  Mr.  Ohbistie,  be  the ; 
s^d  committee. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Presidsmt 
or  the  United  States^  communicating  certain 
confidential  communications  respecting  toe  trans- 
actions of  the  Qorernment  oj*  the  Upited  Slates 
with  Spain. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PBEfllDENT  OF  TBS  UnITED  StATB*  : 

GmtUmen  oftht  Smote,  and 

of  toe  Hmm  ^  RtfrtaaUatixm  i 

f  Uy  bifiuv  yon  a  Rmoit  of  the  Seentuy  6tite 
M  Ae  ansasmai  irtuch  have  be»  taken,  tn  behalf  of 
die  United  Stales,  fiir  lbs  pflupese  of  oMaiitBff  •ieoog>'' 
nHioq  sf  our  Tr«m^  vith  MOTooco,  snd  ftr  lbs  laBsssn 
of  out  diisans  and  estaUMuneot  <tf  peace  witt  AJgiess. 

While  it  is  proper  outcitiseiis  sh«iild  know  that  suIk 
jects  wluch  so  muqh  concern  their  interests  and  their 
fediDgi  have  du^  ea^;s|[eil  the  attentfon  of  their  Legii* 
hture  and  Executive,  it  would  atill  be  improper  that 
some  particulara  of  tlda  communication  shoiJd  be  made 
known.  The  confidential  convenation  st^ited  in  one  of, 
the  last  Letters,  sent  herewith,  is  one  of  theae.  Both 
jnsttee  and  pdiCT  require  diat  tfie  somceof  that  mfom- 
atlon  shonld  lemam  secret,  as  a  knowledge  of  the 
rams  meant  to  have  been  given  for  peace  and  ransom 
■iriit  hsTe  a  disadvantageous  faiihience  w  Aiture 
ceediags  fbr  the  same  oUsels. 

a  WASKUKKTON. 


TuEanAVi  December  17. 

The  Speaker  laid  heibie  die  House  a  Letter 
and  Report  from  the  Commissioners  for  purchas- 
ing the  rublic  Debt,  stating  the  amoiut  of  por- 
elnses  and  o^er  proceeding  since  their  last  re- 
port ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  He  on  the 
taUe. 

Mr.  icBBHiAH  WADflwoRTH,  from  the  commit- 
tee apppinted,  presented  a  bill  for  completing  and 
better  supportiDg  Military  Establishment  of 
the  United  'StBKs;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed. 

The  House '  proceeded  to  the  reading  of  the 
confidential  communications  received  yesterday 
from  the  President  of  the  Uhited  States,  re- 
«)eetin^  the  measures  which  hare  been  pursued 
for  obtaining  a  recognition  of  the  Treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Morocco,  and  for  the  ran- 
som of  prisoners  ahU  establishment  pf  peace  with 
the  Algerines,  and  went  through  the  same. 

"Hie  Honse  then  proceeded  to  the  reading  of 
the  eonfideattal  eommnnicatibns  from  the  Pbesi- 
DBHT,  respecting  the  transaetttms  of  the  Oovem- 
ment  t&  the  Umted  States  vith  Spaing  ftnd  made 
tome  progress  therehi. 


Wedhesoat,  December  18. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  Henry  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  complaining  of  an  undue  election 
and  return  of  John  E.  Van  Alien,  to  serve  as  a 
member  of  this  House  for  the  said  State,  made  a 
further  repcHt ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  Committee  the  Whole  House 
on  Friday  next. 

Ordered,  That  the  confidential  cmnmimieatioiu 
received  from  the  Pbebidbbt  or  tbb  UifiTko 
Statbs  oa  Monday  last,  respecting  the  ipeasares 
which  have  been  pnrsaed  for  obtaining  a  recogni- 
tion  of  the  Treaty  between  the  United  States  avd 
Morocco,  and  for  the  ransom  of  prisoners  and  ea- 
taUishmeat  of  pea«e  vith  the  Algerine%  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  cMT  the  WJiole  House  to* 
morrow. 

The  House  resuiued  the  reading  of  the  confi- 
dential communications  from  the  PaEaiDENT,  re- 
specting the  transactions  of  the  Grorervment  of 
the  Umted  States  with  Spain,  and  made  a  further 
pr(^;Tess  therein. 

TnuBBDAT,  December  1ft. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  "Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
an  account  of  receipts  and  ezpeiuiitures  of  the 
United  States  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-two,  and  accompanied  vfith 
an  e^lanatory  Letter  to  him  from  the  Comptrol- 
ler of  the  Treasury ;  which  were  read,  and  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  kX  War^  accompanying  fur- 
ther communications  respecting  the  Soutn western 
frontiers,  as  connected  with  the  Creeks,  and  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  the  Southwestern  Territory 
of  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  and  communica- 
tions do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanying  a  re- 
port on  the  privil^es  and  restrictions  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States  in  foreign  countries, 
made  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
the  twenty-third  of  February,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  nine^-one ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to  whom  are  committed  the  confi- 
dential communications  from  the  Pbesident  re- 
specting the  measures  which  have  been  pursued 
for  obtaining  a  recognitijCui  of  the  Treaty  between 
the  United  Slates  and  Morocco,  and  for  the  ran- 
som of  prisoners  and  establishment  of  peace  with, 
the  Algerines. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  and  report  a  state  of  facts  respecting 
sundry  French  ressds  which  have  taken  refuge 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  their  opin- 
ion on  the  pr  priety  of  remitting  the  foreign  ton- 
nage thereon ;  and  that  Mr.  Venable,  Mr.  TAhnOTj 
and  Mr.  Lthan,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  at  the  confl- 
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dential  commnnicatioDs  from  the  President  re- 
specting the  transactioDs  of  the  QoTeromeDt  of  the 
United  States  with  Spain,  and  went  through  the 
same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  communications  be 
committed  to  the  Committer  of  the  Whole  House 
to  whom  are  committed  the  confidential  commo- 
nicttioM  TMpeetin^  the  measurea  which  have  been 
punned  for  obtaining  a  rec<^ition  of  the  Treaty 
oetween  the  United  States  and  Morocco,  and  for 
the  ransom  of  inrizioiiera  ud  eataUiabaent  of  peace 
with  the  AJgmnea. 


FaraAT,  December  30. 

William  HindmaHj^  from  Maryland,  and  Sa- 
muel GnipriH, from  Virginia,  appeared, prodaced 
their  credentius,  and  tow  their  seats. 

tJONTBafFED  BLBCnON. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  Of  Ejections  re- 
apeeting  the  election  of  Bdr.  J.  B.  Van  Allen. 
The  petition  of  Mr.  Henry  Tan  Rensselaer  the 
two  reports  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  and 
Ae  election  hw  of  A«  State  of  Ne#  Toilt,  Were 
rNid  by  the  Clerfc. 

Mr.  liKB  stA^H  a  humbe^  of  facts  as  connected 
•With  itds  AibJMt,  and  ad'di^d  tbe  foQowing  ques- 
Cons,  Tiz: 

1.  Whether  irregularities  not  deemed  by  toe 
hw  of  New  York  sufficient  to  .nullify  the  votes 
^▼ea  shall  be  Hoarded  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
aentatlves  as  havuf  that  effect  t  None  of  the  ir- 
lesolarities  (obsetved  Mr.  were  regarded  by 
Uw  of  New  York  as  sufficient  to  intiale  thk 
retofiu  of  rotes  nude  by  the  im^Metors,  who  are 
swan  offieers,  and  snMciet  to  pAina  and  neultiCB 
for  &ilnre  of  duty.  If  the  law  of  New  Vorfc  is  to 
W  ofaae^red  as  «  «g»ere%n'  tote  on  Ms  occasion, 
Ac  alMgatiom  do  ttot  ataie  any  flictif  so  mttterial 
fes  to  K^inM  Ac  &iMirfierwtt6  oc  Ac  Home  of 
^pVcaCtttativea. 

S;  WleAer;  s^ttitt^  a^de  this  tm  principle. 
med  fategfidarities  ilot  aH^d  to  have  proceeded 
from  cwraption,  shall  null^  th^  return  of  sworn 
eMetk^i  andiroeAertirt  Ho^  of  Representa- 
tives ot^ht  to  countenance  and  in^wre  into  the 
mere  imi^cations  of  sach  serions  crimes  as  per- 
jury andcohruption,  or  should  require  such  charges 
to  be  expres^  and  speeificaliy  mad^l 

3.  Whether  it  is  not  an  inmspensaUe  reqaisile 
to  Ae  euslenee  of  a  Ret^vsenfative  Gfovemment 
Aat  at  every  election  a  diolee  should  be  made? 

4.  Whether,  to  insure  such  choice,  it  be  not  ne- 
eesscry  that  this  princiifo  should  be  established : 
Aat  a  majority  «  legu  votes,  legally  girai,  Aould 
decide  the  issue  of  an  «leetion? 

5.  Whether,  tiierefefe,  paiAdadii  upcion  Aould 
be  deemod  snffieimt  to  aolUfy  m  deetiea,  os  only 
anffioient  to  vitiate  tike  v«tMgivwimd«tmoh.cH^ 
nption,  leaving  tbe  elcctioo  to  be  leeidad  by  Ae 
•ooad  totesL  however  few  } 

6.  WhelW,  if  partial  eomqitioa  Aottld  be 
deemed  Mfll^Crtt  to  aullify  an  election,  such  cor- 
mptioQ  Aonid  not  eittmd  to  AettBjerpwrt-cf  the 


votes  given,  and  if  the  maior  part  of  Ae  rotes  be 
deemed  sound,  the  fate  or  Ae  election  shonld  not 
depend  on  the  plurality  of  votes  ht  tfnch  major 
part?  ^ 

Mr.  Lee  observed,  that  this  last  was  the  tmiit' 
ion  of  Ae  committte^  and  they  have  stated  nets 
according  to  this  opinion,  and  finding  a  major  part 
of  the  TOtes  didy  given  and  canvassed,  and  thtf 
J.  E.  Tan  AUeti  bad  a  (>hinlity  of  rach  major 
part,  Aey  hare  determined  tint  he  was  duly 
tAriicd  to  serve  in  the  present  Congress. 

A  variety  of  objections  were  offered  to  Ae  re^ 
port  of  Ae  Committee  of  Elections;  that  it  did 
not  ^ntaiA  so  full  a  statement  of  fiiets  as  Ironld 
■Warrant  the  Committee  of  Ae  Whole  in  deciding 
on  the  merits  on  the  election.  Sundry  aDegations 
of  the  petition  devolved  inquiries  on  Ae  pftrt  of 
Ae  Committee  which  not  oAly  affected  Ae  purity 
of  elections,  but  Ae  privileges  of  tbe  House,  and 
Aeit  right  to  fudge  of  the  qualifi<sations  of  its 
tnembers.  These  inquiries  might  enable  the  Com- 
mittee to  determine  Ae  number  Of  votes  actually 
giTcn,  and  the  vaBdity  of  Ao^  rotes.  ThMi 
aOt  of  Ae  State  of  New  Toik  should  be  suffered 
to  opente  in  Ait  case  m  as  A  exclude  from  the 
House  a  knowledge  of  Ae  ftril  Amomrt  of  Ae  ttUm- 
ber  of  rotes  given,  appeared  rery  extraordinary. 
The  respectire  Houses  of  Congress  possess  eXclu- 
srrely  the  right  to  ^<%e  of  Ae  qtialifications  df 
their  own  members.  This  right  includes  evident- 
ly ftill  power  to  ascertain  wi  A  precision  the  actutii 
state  of  th^  polls.  If  tbe  vtites  of  tbe  citizens  ftee- 
ly  and  fairly  giren  can,  under  any  pretei^t  what- 
erer,  be  suppressed,  the  e&sential  rijrnts  of  sufirige 
are  at  an  end.  It  Was  observed,  Aat  c()rniikion 
in  elections  was  the  door  at  which  corruption 
would  creep  into  the  House;  Aat  it  ajip^red  to 
be  admitted  Acre  hbd  been  irregularities  in  some 
of  Ae  towns  in  the  district  in  questitu ;  bat  it  had 
been  made  a  guesdonr-Bot  iriieAer  eorruptioA 
generally  Aoufd  vitiate  an  eleetioiif— btat  Whkt 
qinntnm  should  be  stdGciieat  tot  Aat  pttrpose;  ao 
A«t  cOTruptioa  was  coteidered,  &t  rebA>ii'  to  an 
electi<xi,  by  weight  or  measure.  The  altegtations 
of  the  pretition  were  urged  in  snp^rt  of  these  ob- 
iections.  These  stated  sundry  iftegularities  iii  re- 
lation to  the  returns  not  corresponding  wiA  the 
numbers  of  rotes  giren  in  sereral  towns ;  Ae 
boxes  not  being  properly  secured  which  conrCTed 
the  rotes  to  Ae  canvassing  committee-^— oi« 
which  had  been  dbpo^ted  in  Ae  Hodse  of  Aerit- 
tSng  member  fbr  a  number  of  hours,  Ac. 

In  siipport  of  the  Committee  of  Election's  re- 
port, it  was  observed,  Aat  the  allegations  in  the 
petioon  Aowed  that  Ae  principal  support  it  rest- 
ed on  was,  that  the  returning  officers  of  some  rf 
the  towns  in  the  district  from  -<M4iich  the  sttting 
member  came  had  rejected  a  number  of  votea 
giren  in  for  Ae  petitwaer.  It.wai  shown,  from 
the  prorisions  of  Ae  dection  law  of  New  York 
that  these  rotes  might  hirii  b^n  legally  rejected. 
The  petition  stated  Aat  nuAbers  ot  persons  had 
sworn  Aat  they  had  voted  for  Ae  petitioned, 
wfamib  rotes,  by  the  returns,  it  does  not  app^ 
^re  eomted.  On  Ai^  it  «U  Observed,  that  Ac 
Committee  did  not  eonstder  Ais  allegatton  of  a 
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nature  proper  to  engage  their  attentioo.  It  was 
pref  umed  uat  the  House  of  Representatives  would 
nerer  institute  an  inquiry  into  such  a  q;>ecies  of 
eridence.  It  was  extremely  difficult  for  a  man 
to  swear  that  he  had  positirely  Toted  bjrballotfor 
a  particular  candidate,  since  it  is  well  known  that 
persons  had,  on  such  occasions,  frequently  put  in 
&  ballot  for  the  person  he  had  not  intended  to  rote 
Sot.  In  the  hurry  and  confusion  which  often  take 
jdace,  the  ballots  get  shifted^  and  one  is  put  in  in 
beu  of  another.  To  the  objection  to  the  law  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  drawn  from  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  it  was  replied,  that 
the  regulating  the  "  time,  place,  and  manner"  of 
holding  elections  is  expressly  rested  in  the  State 
Legislatures.  These  necessarily  include  a  great 
variety  of  incidental  circumstances,  which  must 
also  be  left  to  their  discretion.  Congress  cannot 
enter  into  a  consideration  of  the  minutiK  of  the 
elections.  The  different  customs  of  the  several 
States  will  not  admit  of  one  uniform  system. 
With  respect  to  the  box  whicfa  ctrntained  part  of 
the  Totea  haviiv  been  deponied  in  the  boose  of 
the  sitting  member,  it  was  observed  that  no  un- 
pntation  was  conveyed  against  him  in  the  petition 
<m  that  account  It  did  not  appear  that  the  num- 
ber of  votes  it  contamed  had  been  either  increased 
or  dimialBhed :  nor  was  there  any  charge  against 
him  of  being  accessory  to  any  unfair  practices  in 
the  election.  The  Committee  had  taken  cogni- 
zance of  every  fact  that  had  come  into  their  jpos- 
■easion,  and  the  result  was  before  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

It  was  further  stated  by  one  of  the  Committee 
tif  Elections,  that  the  only  question  to  be  deter- 
mined was,  whether  the  irregularity  of  the  votes 
in  two  towns,  in  a  district  consisting  of  ten  towns, 
in  case  the  votes  of  those  two  towns  do  not  amount 
to  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  ^  votes  in  the 
district,  such  irregularity  shall  vitiate  the  election 
(^snch  district? 

Some  observations  were  made  by  several  gen- 
tlemen on  the  different  modes  of  voting  by  b^ot 
and  vim  voce. 

Mr.  Watt8  explained  the  process  under  the 
election  law  of  New  York,  and  stated  the  princi- 
]^es  on  which  votes  particularly  circumstanced 
were  rejected,  and  the  accidents  by  which  they 
irere  sometimes  omitted  in  the  general  canvass. 

The  Committee,  on  the  whole,  did  not  appear  to 
be  ripe  for  a  decision.  They,  tnerefore,  rose  and 
reported  prt^resB,  and,  after  rejecting  a  moticm 
that  the  CMnmtttee  of  Elections  should  Be  instruct- 
ed to  report  a  state  of  thefitcts  in  their  possession, 
(which  several  of  the  committee  said  they  had 
already  dme,)  the  House  adjourned,  without  cMn* 
iny  to«  vote  on  Uie  report 


Mokdat,  December  83. 

Albxamdbb  D.  Oaa,  from  Kentucky,  appeared, 

Sodoced  his  credentials,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
ouse. 

The  Speakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy,  accompanied 
with  estimates  <d  the  sums  necessary  to  be  a^wo- 
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priated  for  tJie  service  of  the  year  one  tfaousaad 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-foar;  which  were  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  cominu- 
nications  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  respecting 
the  Southwestern  frontiers,  as  connected  with  the 
Creek.s  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  South- 
western Territory  of  the  United  Btatea,  and  made 
a  further  progress  therein. 

Tdesoat,  December  24. 

The  H'juse  resumed  the  consideration  the  re- 
port from  the  Standii^f  Committee  of  Election^ 
to  whom  was  zefinted  the  petition  of  Henry  El 
Van  RenMelaer,  of  the  State  of  New  York*  com- 
plaining of  an  undue  election  and  return  of  John 
B.  Van  Alien,  to  serve  as  a  member  of  this  House^ 
for  the  said  State.  Whereupon, 

The  motion  made  on  Friday  last,  to  recommit 
the  said  report  to  the  same  committer  being  re- 
vived, and  the  question  put  thereupon,  it  pa^^  io 
the  negative. 

And  then  the  said  report  being  again  read,  as 
follows : 

"  That  yout  committee  have  received  from  Lewis  A- 
Soott,  Seoetaiy  of  the  Sute  of  New  York,  a  list  of  th* 
number  ot  vote*  givsn  in  each  town  in  the  coantjea  of 
RetiMelaer  and  Clinton,  for  John  E.  Van  Allen  and 
Heniy  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  which  list  has  been  •''mittiwl 
by  the  mid  dtting  membw  and  petiti«iM  to  be  a  tnw 
and  correct  state  of  the  baUots,  estimated  and  canvaae- 
ed  at  die  said  election. 

"It  appears  to  your  ooomuttee,  diat  die  all^^atioiis 
inregarato8t(9heiitowii,Tix:  '  That  tin  petitioner  lud 
a  greater  Bomber  in  the  said  town  ttian  was  retained  t» 
be  estimated  and  canvassed,'  even  if  proved,  would  no^ 
eansisteB^  with  the  law  of  the  Btsto  of  New  Y<^  ba 
Nfficient  to  set  aside  the  vetes  ginu  at  the  eleelioD  in 
the  said  tomb 

*•  That  even  dmild  the  in««akiitias  complained  << 
with  icipeet  to  the  elections  <^  the  towns  ctt  Hoondk 
and  Renaielaerwjck,  be  sufficient  to  set  aside  the  votes 
given  in  the  said  towns,  still  it  appears  that  the  said 
John  E.  Van  Allen  has  a  migori^  of  the  lemaining 
votes  of  the  district,  composed  of  the  coun^  of  R«i»> 
selaer  and  Clinton." 

lUtolvedj  That  this  House  doth  disagree  to  the 
said  report 

Resolved,  That  the  allegations  of  the  petition 
do  not  state  corruption,  nor  irregularities  of  suffi- 
cient magnitude,  under  the  law  of  New  York,  to 
invalide  the  election  and  return  of  John  B.  Van 
Allen  to  serve  as  a  monber  in  this  House,  and 
that,  therefon^  the  said  Jtdm  B.  Van  Allan  is  duly 
elected. 

The  fdlowing  Message  was  received  from  the 
PnBeiDiMT  09  TBB  Umitbd  Stath: 
Gentlemen  of  the  Smote,  amd 

^  OmBmue^  M^rtamiaUeat 

Since  the  oonnaunicatkmB  whk^i  were  made  to  yon 
on  the  afinsW  the  Uniled  States  with  Span,  and  on  th* 
traos  betMan  PertDtal  and  Algiei%  eome  eihflr  papM* 
have  been  reeeived,  vAieh,  naUng  •  part  of  the  snan 
satnecta,  are  now  esBMnunicated  for  vonr  infermation. 

O.  WASBOrOTON. 

Dnnw  STAxas,  Deatmbtr  im. 
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^le  nid  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  to  whom  are  committed  die  c<mfi- 
dential  eommgnicationa  from  the  PiiBSiDEirr,  re- 
R>ecting  the  measures  which  have  been  pursued 
for  obtamisff  a  recognition  of  the  Treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Morocco,  aad  for  the  ran- 
som of  prisoners,  and  establishment  of  peace  with 
the  Alcerines. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  cimfidential  commtmica- 
tions  from  the  Pbssident,  respeetui^tbe  measures 
which  hare  been  punued  for  obtainmg  a  rect^- 
tkm  of  the  Treaty  between  the  United  Stales  aad 
Uoioeco^  aad  for  the  ransom  of  prisoners,  and  ee- 
labUshnent  of  peace  with  the  Algerines;  and, 
after  snne  time  spent  therein,  the  Omnmittee  rose 
and  asked  leare  to  sit  a^in. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  op  tbb  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before 
this  House  the  substance  of  all  such  laws,  decrees, 
01  ordinances,  respectmg  commerce,  in  anjr  of  the 
Kingdoms  or  Countries  with  which  the  United 
States  have  commercial  intercourse,  and  which 
hare  been  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  not  alrea.dy  stated  to  this  House,  in  his  re- 
port of  the  sixteenth  instant. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Winoate,  Mr.  Nbw,  and 
Mr.  Abhstbono,  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  the 
FusiDBMT,  with  the  foregoing  resolutioik 

Thdrsdat,  December  26. 

A  peUtion  4^"*™  Trigg,  of  the  State  of 
Yi^inia,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
comi^ainiag  <a  an  undue  election  and  return  of 
Ftaocts  Preston,  to  serve  as  a  member  of  this 
House  for  the  said  State. 

Ordered,  That  die  said  petitira  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Elections ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same, 
with  their  ojonion  thereon  to  the  House. 

The  House  anin  resolred  itself  inU)  a  Com- 
■ittec  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  confidential 
commoaieaticms  frtun  the  Prebidbnt,  respecting 
the  measiues  which  have  beea  pursued  for  (Atain- 
ng  a  recognition  of  the  Treaty  between  the  United 
Bwtt  and  Morocco,  and  for  die  lansom  of  pri- 
Macis,  and  estaUisbment  of  peace  with  the  Al> 
ffiiaes;  and,  sAer  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
vomnittee  rose  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Fbidat,  December  27. 
Daribl  Heistbk,  from  Peansylvania,  appear- 
cd,  ^^^ed  his  credentials,  and  took  hu  seat  in 

Vtt.  Lbb.  fimn  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
NntcdaUll  providing  fen  destroyed  certificates 
of  certain  deseripdmis;  irtiieh  vas  read  the  first 
tane. 

TREATY  WITH  MOROCCO. 

A  motion  being  made  for  going  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  snfagecl  which  was  under 
■nasiilwaUutt  yeslarday— 

Ur.  KioBOua  Ql)«Kred,«hai  he  ItxtgA  the  baiir 


[ILofIU 


ness  wotild  be  kept  up  without  shutting  the  gal' 
leries ;  for  the  tarn  wntch  the  discussion  took  yea' 
terday,  he  said,  it  must  appear  to  every  member, 
that  excluding  the  citizens  from  the  gallery  was 
unnecessary. 

Mr.  Boddinot  was  of  opinion,  that  the  pnblie 
business  on  the  present  occasion  might  be  esseu- 
tialiv  injured  by  a  public  discussion. 

The  role  of  the  HouseirelatiTe  to  the  discussion 
of  confidential  communications  was  called  for. 
and  read.  This  role  provides  that  the  House  shall 
be  cleared  of  all  persons  but  the  members  ud 
clerk  on  such  occasions. 

Several  members  sbhAb  in  terms  of  great  di^ 
apmobation  of  this  rule. 

Mr.  BotmiKOT  obserred^  that  the  rule  had  been 
adopted  after  mature  coitsideration,  and  he  did  not 
douDt  that,  when  the  reasons  on  which  it  was 
founded  were  fully  known^  it  would  appear  to  be 
a  wise  regularion. 

The  question  recurring  for  going  into  a  Com- 
mittee, 

Mr.  Madibon  said  if  the  House  voted  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  he  uupposed  it  would  be 
moved  in  the  first  place,  to  rescind  the  above  rule. 
He  then  stated  sundry  objections  to  it ;  he  difiin- 
ed  from  Mr.  Boddin ot,  as  to  its  origin ;  he  said  it 
was  passed  on  a  particular  occasion,  and  stated 
sundry  circumstances  of  that  occasion ;  he  con- 
cluded by  moring  for  a  reconaidemdmi  ct  the 
rule. 

The  debate  was  continued  m  the  subject  of  the 
rule ;  in  die  eourse  of  which  it  was  nid,  that  se- 
crecy in  a  RepuUican  Gtovemment  wounds  the 
majesty  of  the  sovereign  people ;  that  this  G<h 
vemment  is  in  the  hands  or  the  pieople ;  and  that 
they  have  a  right  to  know  all  the  transactions  r** 
lative  to  their  own  affairs ;  this  right  ought  not  to 
be  infringed  ineantiously,  for  such  secrecy  tokdi 
to  injure  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  thcB 
own  Government, 

In  reply  to  these  remarks,  it  was  said,  that  ha- 
cause  this  Government  is  Republican,  it  will  not 
be  pretended  that  it  can  have  no  secrets.  The 
Prebidbnt  of  thb  UNrrnD  States  is  the  deposi- 
tory ot  secret  transactions ;  his  duty  may  lead  him 
to  delegate  those  secrets  to  the  members  of  the 
House,  and  the  success,  safety,  and  energy  d  die 
Government  may  depend  on  keeping  those  see^eta 
invit^bly.  The  peo|de  haTe  a  right  to  be  well 
goremed:  diey  have  interests  as  well  as  npits; 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  takeevoT 
possible  measure  to  promoto  those  interests.  To 
discuss  the  secret  tiansactioni  of  the  Goremmeat 
publicly,  was  the  ready  way  to  mcrifice  the  mb- 
uc  interest,  and  to  depnve  the  Government  of  all 
foreign  information,  obc. 

The  motion  for  ^\a%  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  die  Algerine  business  being  put,  was 
carried;  and  the  Cilleries  were  thereupon  cleared. 


Mohdat,  December  90. 

Mr.  NioBOi^a  moved  for  a  reconsideration  of 
dkeruU  of  die  HuMa,  which  provides  for  cfosiac 


TVeoiy  wfiA  Morocco. 
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tbe  galleries  duriog  the  discussion  of  confidential 
«(»amuiucatioiu  mun  the  Psesideht  of  the 
United  States. 

Borne  debate  auned  on  this  motion,  tt  was 
urged,  in  its  sopport,  that  the  rale  bore  oppress- 
iwf  on  the  House;  that  it  (eft  no  option  with 
them  to  detennine  whether  it  was  proper  to  close 
the  doors  on  a  particular  occasion,  or  not.  Erery 
eommnnication  denominated  "confidential"  im- 
posed a  necessity  on  the  House  for  closing  the 
OMvs.  It  had  been  said  that  the  Committee  on 
Ike  Rules  might  report  an  alteration  in  this  pax- 
ticolar  rule.  In  answer  to  this,  it  was  ui;ged  that 
the  committee  might  not  be  ready  to  report  for 
some  time ;  in  the  interim,  that  no  necessity  ex- 
isted for  the  House  haring  their  deliberations 
liampered  by  this  rule,  wliich,  might  be  rescinded 
hj  a  TOte  ot  the  House.  With  respect  to  foreign 
•onnexioos,  it  was  observed,  these  are  of  a  com- 
mercial nature,  and,  therefore,  communications  re- 
j^re  thereto  ought  to  be  made  as  public  as  possible, 
for  the  people  atlarge  are  generally  and  immediate- 
ly eonoeraied.  Agunst  the  motion,  it  wais  said,  no 
iBfiflnTeaienee  bM  resoUed  fvom  tae  operation  of 
Ike  rule ;  that,  uatil  the  House  experienced  such 
ineoBTenieooe^  to  repeal  a  rale  on  the  spur  of  a 
paiticulBE  occasion,  which,  in  the  nature  <»  things, 
IS  STidenUy  founded  on  propriety,  betrays  a  rersa- 
tilkyift  the  public  councik  that  may  be  productive 
«f  pernimoas  consequences.  The  utility  of  the 
role  was  expatiated  on,  in  a  reference  to  various 
objects  of  a  secret  and  confidential  nature.  It  was 
OMerved,  thatsofax  as  respects  the  United  States, 
independmt  of  all  connexion  with  other  countries, 
the  rule  was  nugatory ;  but  when  it  is  considered 
that  the  United  States  are  one  of  the  nations  of 
the  eardi,  and  have  very  important  interests  to 
doBsult  in  rdation  to  their  connexion  with  foreign 
Muatrie%  it  follows^  of  course^  that  very  import- 
ut  secrets  mav  exist,  sad  the  Oovemment  may 
be  deprived  of  the  most  essential  inforoution  firom 
tlwir  foreign  agents,  shoold  all  security  be  re- 
moved fur  UM^safe-keeping  of  coufidential  commu- 
nications. It  was  observed,  that  the  connexion  of 
this  cottstry  with  fiwaign  naticaw,  invcdved  other 
OMsideratioas  than  those  of  a  commercial  nature. 

The  motion,  after  some  further  remarks,  was 
varied  so  as  to  amount  to  an  amendment  only  of 
the  rule.  The  purport  of  this  amendment  is,  mat 
the  rule  should  leave  die  House  at  liberty  to  dis- 
VBss  confidential  communicatioas  publicly,  if  they 
ace  iKoper,  after  they  have  been  privatUy  read. 
The  aaaendment  was  agreed  to,  in  the  following 
words: 

'*Saohed,TbMt  it  be  a  standing  order  of  this  House, 
fbatf  whenever  confidential  communlcattons  are  received ' 
ftom  the  Prendent  of  the  United  9Utea,  the  House  ihsll. 
be  cleared  of  aU  persons  except  the  memben  and  the 
Cleric,  and  so  continue  daring  me  readinE  of  sudi  com- 
-laankations,  and  (onlen  othenviae  d&eeted  hj  the 
Hoose)  during  «U  debaiM  and  pioceedints  to  be  bad 
flMceon;  and  that  whan  the  Speaker,  or  any  ottMrmem- 
ber,  dull  inteBdMHoaaaiii^  |m  bw  comrauniestiiHU' 
to  make  which  be  coneeivea  onght  to  be  kept  seciet,  the 
House  shall,  in  Kke  manner,  be  deared,  till  tte  eommum-. 
otton be  made;  the  House sbaBihaodelsH^wbeifci 


the  matter  communicsted  re^iiizas  veixecj,  or  not,  and 
take  order  accordiagly." 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to  whom  were  referred  the  eoafidealial 
eommanieadtma  from  the  PaEsiOBNT^  respectins 
the  transactions  of  the  Govenrnwitf  oi  the  Unilai 
States  with  Spain,  be  disehaiged  from  ftarthor 
pMceediag  on  the  same. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Caoi^ 
mittce  of  the  Whole  Howe  on  the  eoofideqtial 
commuaicatioDs  from  the  Prbmbbrt,  respecting 
the  measttres  which  hare  been  MRSued  for  obtain- 
ing  a  reoogniti(m  of  the  Treaty  oetween  the  Unit- 
es Stales  and  Morocco,,  and  for  the  ransom  of 
tmsooers,  and  establishment  of  peace  with  the  AJb- 

Sirines  j  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  tfa« 
ommittea  vose,  and  had  leave  to  ut  again. 


of 


TuBsnar,  December  21. 

A  petition  of  tiie  Chief  Clerks  in  several  of  the 
Executive  I>epartments  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
stating  the  insufficiency  of  the  salaries  allowed 
them  by  law,  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be 
increased,  and  rendered  more  adequate  to  tneir 
services.   Laid  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Houae 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  making  an  alteraticm  in  the  Flag  of  the  United 
States to  which  they  d^re  the  concurrence  of 
the  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice  and  committed. 
The  following  Message  vras  received  from  the 
Prbsidbnt  of  thb  Ukited  States  : 

OenOmen  tfUtt  Hnue  of  Sqtr^attaltvtt  t 

I  BOW  tnwnut  yea  a  B^peiL  by  ^ 
Stale,  of  such  laws,  Jacsess,  and  ordinances,  er 

BolwUnca,  reflecting  eommezca  in  the  eounlries  with 
which  the  United  States  have  commercial  inteecoaraa, 
as  be  has  received,  and  had  not  stated  m  his  Report  of 
the  I6th  instant  Q.  WASHINGTOK. 

UsiTiD  Statxb,  December  80,  1783. 

The  said  Meaaa«e  and  Report  were  rs^  and 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUc. 

The  House  sgain  resolved  itself  into  a  Cona- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House,  <»  tlu  ooafidcntul 
communications  from  the  Pbbbidbiit.  re^>eeti^ 
the  measures  which  have  been  pursoed  for  (Atsiis- 
in«  a  recognition  of  the  Treaty  between  the  Unit- 
eiT  States  and  Morocco,  and  for  the  ransom  of 
prisoners,  and  establishment  of  peace  with  the 
Algerines ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  bad  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  following  Message  was  received  fronj  the 
President  or  the  Un n-Eo  States  : 
Gatilemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Hottte  of  Rq>reieniaHvea 

I  Uy  befim  jpv,  fiw  yo«r  oDosidesstiaa,  a  Lettn- from 
the  Seeretaiy  of  State,  informing  ne  of  certain  Impedi- 
ments whidi  have  arisen  to  the  coiMge  o(  the  pieefotis 
metali  at  the  Mint. 
As  atsika  Letter  frtm  the  same  offiaer,  nAilies  ts 
iiBiii  sJwiiesef  mwwy,Tihkfc  hwilw  >ads  oa 
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fohfic  aoconnt.  Shoold  jtm  think  pnpar  tft  aanotioa 
wbst  hu  Immi  doiu^-or  b«  of  opnion  that  auTthiag 
wan  ■hall  be  dona  ia  the  nme  waj,  ^oa  will  judge 
■tMtbar  than  an  not  arcnnutancea  which  would  mB' 
im  mattj  azpadieBt.  G.  WASHINQTOK. 

Uama  Suna,  JketmAer  80, 179S. 

The  wui  Mesaaga  nd  letters  beisf  read, 
OrJmi,  That  sonHieh  chenof  asrdfttes  totbe 
tepeftiMtB  "trhieh  hm  mraen  to  the  eoiinige  of 
ifae  pnoeua  metals  at  the  Mint,  be  nfemri  to  Mr. 
WnxuM  SHira,  Mr.  Ame^  and  Mr.  Nilis  ;  that 
tfcef  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  Report  the 
meu,  vith  dieir  opinion  theretrpon,  to  the  House. 

Ordendj  That  such  other  parts  <n  the  said  Mes- 
age  and  Letters,  as  relate  to  certain  advances  of 
money,  which  hare  been  made  on  puUie  accouiu, 
tie  cmnmitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Boaae  on  the  stale  of  the  Uikieiu 


WiMMuf,  Jannry- 1,  IIEM. 

UiUB  F0BBE8T  and  TnOBtAS  Sfbigo,  firomMa- 
Tybti^  Bjppearedj  produced  their  credentials,  ud 
took  aeir  seats  in  the  House. 

Ordertd,  That  the  Message  received  yesterday 
kom  ihe  Pbcslssht  of  tbe  Unitui  States,  ac- 
companying a  fieport  ^m  ike  Secretary  of  State, 
of  the  mhsuacc  of  such  laws)  deorees,  and  ordi- 
aaacei,  leweetug  commerce  ia  the  oouotiieB  vith 
vhidi  the  Uatteia  States  have  oonuamcial  inter- 
Mone,  as  he  has  reeevrad  ainea  kk  Report  of  the 
Utk  iatiMt,  he  codaamatied  totJueCoaMiiitieeof  the 
Vhola  Ifaniie,  to  whom  am  eomntitted  tkt  ffonfl- 
dentU  acmmmncadona  from  the  pRBStoBHT,  w- 
yetia^the  meaasres  whUA  haw  been-parsued 
m  obtniDg  a  recognition  of  the  Treaty  Mtveen 
the  United  Sfates  sad  Morocco,  and  fur  llie  ran- 
tom  of  prisoners,  and  eslaUishment  of  pem;e  vitii 
the  AJgerines. 

,  A  memorisl  of  William  Phtterson,  Suaxiel  Sita- 
Ht,  and  GastavTU  Scott,  the  committee  appointed 
W  the  I^slature  of  Maryland  to  draw  for,  and 
i&tribflte  the  moneys  granted  by  that  State  for 
Ibe  relief  of  the  French  eaugrants  from  theisUnd 
of  St.  DominAO,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
nad,  stating  tnat  their  fund*  are  nearly  exhausted, 
ud  jnying  the  reUei  and  aid  of  Coogress  in^the 


(Mavd^  Thai  the  said  memoiiai  be  referred 
to  Mr.  Samdsi.  Smtt^  Mr.  RirraHMPonD,aBd  Mv. 
filaiii;  that  they  do  eaaaaine  the  aaatler  thereof; 
|B||n^^«h«aaaM,irith  thaif  opfama  thenapim, 

the  Boue  waiii  lasot^eJitBdf  fallo•aCom»^^ 
tn  «( the  Whote  Bouse  o«  the  confidnitiBl 
■Miutiiloit*  from  dM  pRESimcNT,  respecting'  tile 
Buuwes  which  hare  been  pursued  tn  ohtaming 
t  reeo^ition  of  the  Treaty  between  the  UWied 
States  and  Morocco,  and  for  the  ransom  of  prison- 
m,  and  the  establishment  of  peace  with  the  Al- 
lows; and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
CoQmittee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

TnuaanAT,  January  2. 

I«uc  Cmm,  from  Vicginia,  aad  Wiuuw  Baii- 
M  Gton^  ftam  North  Guoliw,'  appeared,  pio- 


doeed  their  credentiBls,  ud  took  thetv  aeata  in  the 

House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tions reported  yesterday  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  iae  confidential  ocrnHBuaiea- 
tiom  from  (be  FnaiDaNTy  leepeetiog  the  nwa- 
sures  which  hare  been  pursued  for  obtaining  a  re- 
cognition of  the  Treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  Morocco,  and  for  the  ransom  of  prisoners,  and 
Ciitablishment  of  peace  wiUi  the  Algerines.  Where- 
upon, the  first  and  second  of  the  ^iJ  resololtons 
being  severally  twice  read,  were,  on  the  question 
put  uiereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUev: 

Retohedf  That  a  sum  not  ezeeedix^  —  dd- 
lars,  be  appropriated,  ia  addition  to  the  provision 
heiet(^ere  nmde,  to  de&ay  any  expense  which 
may  be  incurred  in  relation  to  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  naticois. 

Resolved^  That  a  naval  force,  adequate  to  the 
protection  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
against  the  Algerine  corsair^  ought  to  be  pro- 
vided. 

The  third  resolution  being  read  in  the  words 
following : 

Setohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  re- 
port to  this  House  the  naval  force  necessary  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid,  together  with  an  estimate 
of  the  expense — 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  amend  the 
same,  by  adding  to  the  end  thereof;  the  words 
"  and  the  ways  and  means  for  defraying  the  same 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  46,  nays  44,  aa 
follows: 

Tbas. — ^Theodnos  Baikr,  Abraham  Baldiria,  J^m 
9mm,  TbOBMa  Blomt,  ThMnaa  P.  Camas,  OahiM 
CbiMe.  Abnham  Clarhv  Isaac  Coks,  William  J.  Dnr- 
•DK,  Henry  Daaibom,  Oaorge  Dent,  William  Pindlay, 
WaUaa'ti.  CWfls,  ChfiriD^wr  Chreoinp.  Andmw  Ofagf, 
William  B.  Orore,  Cwter  B.  Hairiaon,  Jolva  HMth. 
Daoial  Haalar,  William  Irvine,  RiiAard  Bland  Lee, 
Matthew  Locke,  Nathaniel  MmooB,JunM  Madison,  Jo* 
soph  McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane,  William  Montgo- 
me^>  Andrew  Moore,  Joseph  Nevilla,  Anthony  Nsw» 
Svlbn  Nicjbolas,  Alexander  t>.  Orr,  Jo^ah  Paiker,  An. 
drew  Pickens,  Francis  Prestcm,  Robert  Kutheifcrd,  John 
8.  Sherbumt^  John  Smilie,  brad  anuth,ThiKnas  Tied* 
weD,  niilip  Van  Cortbnd^  Ahrdiam  VenaUe,  Fianda 
WaUwr,  Benjamin  WiUuou,  Psfaw  Wingate,  and 
Richard  Winn. 

Nats. — Rdier  Ames,  James  Armstrong,  ESas  Bon- 
dinot,  Sheanashnb  Bourns,  Benjamin  Boume,  Z^m- 
bertr  Cai^vJsder,  Daiid  Cobb,  Pdeg  Coffin,  Joriina 
e<Ml,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Seme)  Dexter,  Hkettaa  Pitx- 
Sbims,  Ufiah  Ponert,  I>wlght  Porter,  Biakisl  CHlbsM, 
mshobs  Odauuii,  HwurOtana.  Beii}amin  GoodtaM, 
SuMul  Grtflin,  ThtrnttBttrnMof,  JameaHMwtM,  •» 
araeinMtaD,  Jeht  Wilkes  Kimn»  AMasa  LcaMMl^ 
William  Lyman,  Piancb  MalbMie«  FM«  kfaMWhlf, 
WiUiom  Vans  Hmtav,  NathMalal  l««iythona•8eot^ 
Jeraa^  Santh,  WilUam  anijiht  TboiMs  BmAgg,  Xa> 
{b«dah  twW,  Mas  Talbel,  OMMge  Thatehse,  UriA 
Ttaoy,  Jbnaiban  Tramball,  Mut  B.  Tan  Allen,  Petar 
V«tt  eaashMik,  Prteg  WaAMft.  J«eui«h  Wa^ 
matkt  AitMwe  Wsid^  ud  John  WaMa 
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House  do  agree  to  the  said  resolatimi,  amended  to 
read  as  follows : 

"JUtohed,  Thmt  >  committee  be  t^pinnted  to  report 
to  tibis  Hoow  the  nav&l  force  neceMMiy  for  the  pur- 
podea  eforeMid,  together  with  an  eetunate  of  the  ex- 
peuM,  end  the  wejr*  and  meeni  for  defreyinf  the  nine 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  Mr.  Goodhue, 
Mr.  Jehehiah  Wadbwobtb,  Mr.  Forrest,  Mr. 
Malbone,  Mr.  Boddinot,  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Ma- 
coM,  and  Mr.  Winn,  be  appointed  a  committee 
poniient  to  the  last  resolution. 


Fbidat,  January  3. 

COMMERCE  OF  THE  17NITED  STATES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  THiole  House  oa  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
pf  State  oa  the  privileges  and  restrictions  on  the 
commerceof  the  United  States  in  foreign  couuiries. 

Mr.  Madibon,  after  some  general  observations 
on  the  Report,  entered  into  a  more  particular  con- 
sideration of  tne  subject.  He  remarked,  that  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  is  not,  at  this  day, 
on  that  respectable  footing  to  which,  from  its  na- 
ture and  importance,  it  is  entitled.  He  recurred 
to  its  situation  previous  to  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution,  when  conflicting  systems  prevailed 
in  the  different  States.  The  then  existiu^  state  of 
things  gave  rise  to  that  CcmTention  of  Delegates 
from  the  different  parts  of  the  Union,  who  met  to 
deliberate  on  some  general  ptinciides  fortheregu- 
kttoB  of  commerce,  vhich  mi^i  be  conducive,  in 
their  operation,  to  the  general  welfare,  w&d  that 
floch  measnxet  ihoiild  be  adc^ted  as  would  coicili- 
ate  the  friu^ship  and  good  uith  of  those  eauntrtes 
iriio  were  duposed  to  enter  into  the  nearest  com- 
mercial conneuons  with  ns.  But  what  has  be«i 
the  result  of  the  system  which  has  been  pursued 
ever  sisee  1  What  is  the  jHresent  ntuatioa  of  onr 
commerce  t  Prom  the  situation  in  which  we  find 
ourselves  after  four  years'  experiment,  he  ob- 
served, that  it  appeared  incumbent  on  the  United 
States  to  see  whether  they  could  not  now  take 
measures  promotive  of  those  objects  for  which  the 
Ooremment  was  in  a  great  degree  instituted. 
Measures  of  moderation,  firmness,  and  decision,  he 
was  persuaded,  were  now  necessary  to  be  adopted, 
in  oner  to  narrow  the  sphere  of  our  commerce 
with  those  nations  who  see  proper  not  to  meet  us 
on  terms  of  reciprocity. 

Mr.  M.  then  read  the  following  reolutions : 

''/leWDeA  as  d»  onoiiNi  «f  this  eomiaittee.  That  tlw 
-MUrott  of  dw  Uutad  Stitw  woald  be  peonotod  by 
ftBdur  mrtriotiaiw  and  hi^ier  dattes»  in  eertaki  cases, 
mm  the  BMnnfiutniee  and  navigatiMi  of  fonifn  aaliMis 
MpW*d  in  the  oommeroe  of  the  United  States,  than 
Ams  BOW  impoNd. 

**!.  Rfohedy  M  the  opinion  of  thi«  committee.  That 
«  addilisBal  da^  t»  be  hid  on  dw  following  sf 
UdM,  ■easfiMtaied  by  Ew^sen  nattoai  having  no 
eowneidat  tnaly  wiA  die  Untied  Stetaai  On.  all  aiti- 
■deeofwUebkathiviet^  matMWof  AM  value,  an 

additional  duty  of  per  oentun  ad  vdortm  /  am 

dl  mannfoctored  iron,  stoet,  tin,  pewter,  copper,  brass, 
«■  ailitls.  of  ukUL  eUur  ef  thssa  mstfs  is  tiB  ■•to. 


rial  of  chief  vahM,  an  addhtonal  doty  of  per  oentui 

ad  valorem  ;  on  sU  article*  of  whidi  cotton  is  the  ms- 

tflrial  of  chief  value,  an  additional  Aatj  of  per 

centum  ad  valorem  ;  on  all  cloths  of  which  wool  js  the 
material  of  diief  value,  whne  Ibt  eetfanated  vilae  « 
whidi  the  dn^  is  payable,  is  ibove  —  — ,  an  additisnsi 
intf  of—  percentnm  adwUoremi  whnemtdivshiB 

is  below  — >  an  addittonal  doty  of   per  centnoi 

ad  valortm  /  on  all  dolhs  of  which  hemp  or  flax  is  the 
material  of  chief  value,  and  of  which  the  estimated  vsloe 

on  which  the  du^  is  payable,  is  below  ,  an  sdi- 

tionsl  du^  of          per  centum  ad  valorem  /  on  all 

manuiactures  of  which  nlk  is  the  material  of  duef  nine, 
an  additionsl  do^  of  per  eentum  orf  valartm. 

"t.  SemiUnedr  as  the  opfaumi  ofdiis  oonmitte^  That 

an  additional  da^  of  per  ton,  ought  to  be  laid  on 

the  vessels  belonging  to  the  nations  having  no  cwnmCT- 
cial  treaty  with  the  United  States. 

"  3.  Retohtd,  u  the  opinion  t^tfais  eommittee,  net 
the  dn^  on  veasels  bekmging  to  the  uatiuu  haviig 
commerdsl  treaties  widi  the  Uaitad  eti^e%  oa|^t  lobs 
reduced  to  per  ton.  , 

"4.  Rat^oedt  as  the  (^nion^rf'diiBcnnmittoeilW 
where  any  nation  may  refuse  to  consider  as  vessab  of 
the  United  States,  any  vessels  not  built  widiio  dw 
United  States,  the  foreign  built  vessels  of  such  natioo 
ought  to  be  subjected  to  a  like  refiisal,  nnleas  bnilt 
within  the  United  States. 

"  6.  Raohed,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That, 
where  any  nation  may  reftue  to  admit  the  produce  ct 
mannfiKtores  ofthe  United  States,  unices  in  vasselsbs- 
famging  to  the  United  States,  or  to  admit  1^  in  vs» 
sds  ofthe  United  States,  if  lajt imported  ftasaanypbes 
not  wttUn  die  United  States,  a  «ke  reabictiim  ooght. 

after  the  d^  of  ,  to  be  extended  to  the  pie- 

duce  and  manuAotures  of  such  nation,  and  that,  in  As 

mean  time,  a  uu^  of  per  ton  extraordinary  oogbt 

to  be  imposed  on  veasels  so  importing  any  sodlprodnce 
or  manuikcturo. 

"6.  feso^et^as  theo^onofthis  committee,  Hut, 
when  any  nation  may  xsAise  to  dw  vessels  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  a  carriage  of  the  produce  or  manufiuitiiisa 
thereof  whilst  such  produce  or  mann&ctoies  are  so- 
mitted  by  it  in  its  own  veesds,  it  wouldbe  just  tensks 
the  reatnction  redprocal;  but,  inssmndi  assndia  mea* 
sure,  if  suddenly  adopted,  might  be  particolarty  dis- 
tressing in  cases  which  merit  the  benevdent  sttentioii 
of  the  United  States,  it  is  expedient,  for  die  f*"^ 

that  a  tonnage  extrsradiiHiy  only  of  ,  be  impesad 

on  the  VMsek  so  employed ;  and  that  aU  distfflsd 
rita  imported  dmdn  shaS  be  antneet  to  an  aAMiaad 
dnty  of  one  part  of  Oe  aziataig  datjr. 

"7.  AeNM;asdieopinicnortUseoB>uttee,Thst 

pn>viston  ought  to  be  made  for  BqniJsSiBg  and  aiei^ 
tainmg  the  losses  sustained  by  dtisena  ef  die  1^>^ 
Slates,  fiom  dw  apenlioaof  particular  regalalians  « 
any  conntiy  oontiavening  the  Law  of  Natiuw,  and  thst 
sndi  losses  be  rdmboned,  in  the  first  instanos,  out  at 
the  additional  duties,  on  the  manufoctures,  prododum 
and  vessds  of  the  nation  estabUdiing  audi  nnlawnl 
r^ldatioaiB." 

Mr.  M.  took  a  general  view  of  the  prota- 
ble  effects  which  the  adoption  of  something  like 
the  resolutions  he  had  proposed,  would  proauc<> 
They  would  produce,  respecting  many  articles  un- 
ported,  a  competition  which  would  enable  coj"'' 
tries  who  do  not  now  supply  ns  with  those  article^ 
to  do  it,  and  would  increase  the  eneountfemeaiui 
■uehaawe  can  produce  witUn  unmxnm.  We- 
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AniU  dao  obtain  an  ei|mtibb  ihue  in  carrriag; 
oor  own  produce ;  we  shoold  vata  into  the  field  m 
oompetition  on  equal  terms,  and  enjoy  die  actual 
beoeftt  of  adrantaees  which  nature  and  the  spirit 
of  OUT  people  entitle  us  to. 

He  adrerted  to  the  advantageous  situation  this 
eonntrj  is  entitled  to  stand  in,  considering  &e  na- 
ture 01  our  exports  and  returns.  Our  exports  are 
balky,  and  therefore  must  em[doy  much  shipping, 
which  mi^t  be  nearly  all  our  own :  our  exports 
are  chiefly  necessaries  of  life,  or  raw  materials, 
the  food  for  the  mann&eturers  of  other  nations. 
On  the  contrary,  the  chief  of  what  we  receire 
£nm  other  countries,  we  can  either  do  without,  ot 
prodace  mfastitntes. 

It  is  in  the  power  of  the  United  State^  he  cod- 
cotoI,  by  exerting  her  natural  rights,  witnout  rio- 
iMinc  the  ri^ts,  or  eren  the  equitable  pretengicms 
otter  lUKtums — by  doing  no  more  than  most  na- 
tXMu  do  for  the  protection  of  their  interests,  and 
math  kas  than  smne,  to  make  her  interests^e- 
qncted;  tea,  iriiat  we  reeeiye  from  other  iiati<»ts 
ait  bat  Innniea  to  va.  whiobi  >f  w«  choose  to 
Afow  aside,  we  eookl  deprive  part  of  the  mann- 
tectorers  of  those  luxuries,  of  even  In-ead,  if  we  are 
fiHced,  tothecimtestofseu-denial.  This  being  the 
case,  oar  country  may  make  her  enemies  fed  the 
extent  of  her  power.  We  stand,  with  respect  to 
the  nation  exporting  those  luxuries,  in  the  relation 
of  aa  (^Kilent  individual  to  the  laborer,  in  jHrodne- 
nig  the  snpexfloities  for  his  accommodation ;  the 
Anaer  can  do  without  those  luxuries,  the  con- 
sampdon  of  which  gives-bread  to  the  latter. 

Wt  did  not  propose,  or  wish  ^t  the  United 
States  ihooU,  at  piesentj  go  so  ftr  in  the  line 
wkieh  his  resototums  pomt  to^  as  they  might  go. 
The  extent  to  which  uie  principles  mvolred  in 
thaw  resolntioBs  should  be  carried,  will  depend 
9foa  filling  up  the  Uanks.  To  go  to  the  v^  ex- 
tnt  of  the  prmctple  unmediately,  might  be  inccm- 
Tenient  He  wished,  only,  that  the  L^lskture 
■hoold  mark  ont  the  ground  on  which  we  think 
we  can  stand ;  perhaps  it  may  produce  the  effect 
nriihed  without  uimeoessary  irritation ;  we 
need  not  at  first  ^  every  length. 

Another  cminderation  would  induce  him,  he 
Mad,  to  be  moderate  in  filling  up  the  blanks — not 
u>  mmd  public  credit.  He  dia  not  wish  to  risk 
nay  aensiUe  diminution  of  the  public  revenue.  He 
bent  n.  J  diet  if  the  blanks  were  filled  widi  judg- 
fnt,  the  diraiaution  of  die  revoine,  from  a  di- 
thia  in  the  quantity  of  imports,  would  be 
rminlnbihueedbi;  the  increase  in  the  duties. 

The  lut  naolatioa  he  had  pressed,  he  said,  is, 
im  m  mnmn,  diitinct  from  the  rest.  The  nation 
bannAhy  the  most  sacred  oUigadon,  he  oon- 
eeired,  to  protect  the  rights  o[  its  citizens  against 
a  Tiolauea  of  them  from  any  quarter ;  or,  if  they 
caOBOtpnteet,  they  are  bound  to  repay  the  damage. 

it  is  a  iaet  aelhenticated  to  this  House  by  oom- 
»— ieadona  from  the  Execndve,  that  there  are 
ncnlfttions  estaHirfied  by  some  European  nations, 
coattafy  to  the  Law  or  Ni^ns,  by  which  our 
ffoperty  is  seized  and  disposed  of  In  such  a  way 
lhat  dwagea  have  accraed.  We  are  bound  either 
*aobtaiaiep«rari«ifer  die  iqoedec^  of  amftof 


sate  the  damage.  It  is  only  in  the  first  iaatanee^ 
no  doubt,  that  the  burden  is  to  be  thrown  upon  the 
United  States.  The  proper  Department  of  Go- 
vernment will^o  douot,  take  proper  steps  to  ob- 
tain redress.  The  justice  of  fore^  nations  wiU 
certainly  not  permit  them  to  deny  reparation  when 
the  breach  ot  the  Law  of  Nauons  i^pear  evi- 
dendy;  at  any  rate,  it  is  just  that  the  individual 
should  not  suffer.  He  believed  the  amount  of  the 
damages  that  would  come  within  the  meaning  of 
this  residution,  would  not  be  very  considerable, 

Mr.  M.'s  resoluticNUs  being  seconded,  were  pre- 
sented and  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  rose  to  make  some  remarks  on 
the  obserratioQs  of  Mr.  Maoison.  when  a  modon 
was  made  by  Mr.  FiTzeiHONS,  that  the  Commit- 
tee shndd  nse,  and  report  progress,  and  that  the 
House  shotild  give  onter  wr  printing  the 
ludons. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  two  or  three 
members,  Mr.  MAOiaoM  said  he  had  no  wish  to 
precipitate  the  discussion ;  he  was  content  that 
the  Committee  should  now  rise,  and  that  a  future 
early  day  should  be  assigned. 

The  motion  for  the  Committee's  rising  beiuf 
put  was  agreed  to.  The  Committee  rose  accoifh- 
ingly,  and  reported  progress. 

A  qnesdon  then  occurred  as  to  the  day  on  which 
the  business  should  be  taken  into  consideration. 
Next  Monday  was  mentioned. 

Mr.  Ames  proposed  next  Monday  we^  He 
observed  that  the  resoludons  invfdved  the  gres^- 
est  interests  of  this  country ;  that,  for  himself,  he 
conld  not  poBsiUy  be  mniaied  to  disonas  the.nlH 
ject  by  Monday  next  The  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary was  incomplete;  a  snppfementarv  Report 
had  been  received  from  that  officer,  which  lied 
not  yet  been  printed,  and  he  believed  that  the 
members  were  not  possessed  of  a  knowledge  of  its 
contents ;  he  could  speak  for  himself  at  least  He 
further  remarked,  that  the  subject  required  the 
most  mature  deliberadon  of  the  House.  Sudden 
and  hasty  decisitms  might  be  followed  with  the 
most  serious  efiiects ;  they  might  iwrolve  the  aa^ 
crifice  of  the  essential  interest  or  the  honor  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Mi.niaoM  said,  he  saw  no  necessity  for  a 
very  distant  day  ;  the  subject  vna  not  a  new  one ; 
it  existed  previous  to  the  present  Gk>vernment ;  it 
had  been  repeatedly  before  the  Legislature  of  the 
United  States;  it  had  been  amply  dilated  on  in 
reports  and  public  dissertadons;  he  didnoteim- 
ceive  there  waa  a  aiagle  prepoailion  conuined  in 
the  resolutions  which  haa  not  been  repeatedly  re- 
volved in  the  minds  of  every  member  of  the 
House.  He  supposed  an  early  discussion  would 
be  the  most  eligible,  aa  the  members  would,  as  it 
proceeded,  natniaUy  throw  light  tmon  it. 

Mr.  W.  Smitb  was  in  favor  of  Monday  week. 
He  supposed  that  many  documents  would  be 
wanted  oy  the  members,  which  were  not  now  in 
the  possession  of  the  House.  Besides,  he  ob- 
served tlutt,  as  soon  as  the  present  question  was 
got  rid  of,  he  should  lay  before  the  House  snndry 
leaolmiotts  respecting  foreigd  tonna^,  which 
woidd  natmaUy  eonneet  themselres  with  the  n- 
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K^otioBB  bicnigfat  foniwd  bf  the  msii^Mr  from 

Mr.  NioHOLA.8  was  in  iavov  of  Wednesdar.  He 
wished  for  aa  earljr  diecussioo.  He  thougnt  the 
anltjeot  would  receive  more  H^t  from  the  Bublic 
defaberationB  of  the  membent  themselTes,  than  it 
would  doire  from  their  studies  in  their  obam- 
Wn ;  the  disoussion  will  be  interesting;  it  cannot 
be  hurried,  and  do  sadden  decision  need  be  anti- 
eipated  from  as  early  a  day  as  Wednesday. 

Mr.  Mdbr&t  wis  in  &Yor  of  Mraday  w«ek. 
He  diflbred  from  the  gentlemn  last  up,  that  a 
public  collision  on  Has  or  any  other  snbject,  was 
^e  most  probdile  way  to  strike  oat  the  trath. 
Xht  eabn  and  dispasaifxiate  eonsideraticm  <^  mo- 
positioM  at  leisniv,  appeared  to  him  more  liiiriy 
tobe  sacceeded  by  a  jiMandsounddeoisiou.  He 
wished  for  more  time  than  some  fentUmn 
peared  willing  to  allow. 

Mr.  8.  Smith  was  in  fiiTor  of  Monday  week. 
He  enumerated  a  noraber  of  documents  which  he 
thought  would  be  found  necessary  to  enaUe  the 
monoers  to  judge  with  preciaon.  He  oooHidered 
the  subject  as  highly  important  to  his  eonstHo- 
mt$,  on  which  too  much  delibenrtion  could 
«eare«^  be  bestowed.  It  refers  to  taxes  and  new 
impositions  on  trade,  the  expedienev  of  which 
Mgfat  to  be  matur^  considered.  Tn«  objeet  of 
theTmposiUons  are  evidendy  a  o<namefciu  war^ 
&re  j  this  is  commonly  atradnotire  erf*  anodier 
•ttciea  of  conMst—a  very  seriou  couiieration. 
The  geatlemaa  who  bnn^^t  forward  the  resolu- 
tions, had  mobsMy  mttnred  his  ideas  on  the  snb- 
jeet.  For  his  part,  he  had  not ;  he  reqnhed  more 
time. 

The  motion  for  Monday  we^  being  put,  was 
•ariied  by  a  latge  majority. 

Ordered,  That  8eeret»y  of  the  Treasury 
ftport  to  ait  Honse  a  MunparatiTe  new  of  the 
Kmnage  employed  in  the  trade  between  the  Unit- 
ed  State»  ud  foreign  «)untries,  fo?  the  years  1790, 
ITU,  and  1798 ;  also,  that  he  rraort  the  actoal  ttm- 
Bage  ef  ressrts  of  the  United  States,  employed  in 
ime  yew,  between  the  United  Staliee  and  ^reign 
eooiimns. 

The  House  resoWed  itself  into  a  Comnuttee  of 
<hn  Whole  Hooae  ea  the  biU  nraWdfng  for  de- 
atveyvd  e«rtttcatei  of  eevtida;  oesetiptimis;  and, 
after  aaoM  tinw  spent  therein^  the  Commiltee  rose, 
and  had  lean  to  kit  again. 


MoNOAT,  January  6. 

Jambs  Gillespie,  from  North  Carolina,  ap- 
pearedjproduced  his  credentials, and  to^  his  seat 
In  the  House. 

FAT  OF  SOLDEBHB. 

.  T^House  resolTed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  foe  conuileting  wid 
better  supnortiag  the  Military  Establi^m«nt  of 
the  UnUed  States.   The  biU  being  read, 

On  the  cliutse  of  the  UU  ibr  augmenting  the  pay 
« the  soldiers  from  three  to  four  Mllars  per  mouth, 
Mr.  InrMs  proposed  an  addition  of  «iu^  dc^ai^ 


which  seemed  to  meet  the  unammons  sense  bf  the 
members ;  but  Mr.  Glabk  thought  this  hut  anf- 
mentation  too  great.  They  mi^t,  in  this  way  of 
proceeding,  raise  the  pay  in  time  to  ten  doQan  a 

month. 

Mr.  Scott  was  of  opinion  that  there  was  no 

St  proportion  between  the  wages  of  ordinary 
or  and  that  of  military  service.  He  could  ndt 
hire  a  workman,  who  was  to  sleep  at  peace  in  his 
bed,  and  to  dine  at  a  good  table,  tor  the  pay  that 
.was  given  to  a  sddier  for  endnrmg  the  hnrdsUya 
of  his  dangerous  pro^Bssiim.  An  annnentatioa  of 
their  pay  would  fluter  the  troops.  It  woold  tttt 
Ihem  m  good  humor  j  and  thercfbre  he  heyed  tnait 
the  five  dollars  would  be  eanied  through  the 
House. 

Mr.  SHtLiE  said,  that  the  expense  of  living  had 
been  cwksidefablT  raised  in  every  part  of  the 
United  States.  The  pay  of  the  soMiars  oi^^t^  in 
common  justice,  to  be  advanced  in  an  ennl  d»> 
giee  with  that  of  ifae  other  persons  emptofed  in 
the  service  of  the  State.  Congress  bad  Mely  re- 
ceived a  petstioD  from  some  gentlemen  em{doyed 
in  the  public  (Aces  of  PhUadelphia.  The  officen 
of  the  Army  bad  been  talkihg  of  a  similar  nebea- 
sity  of  an  advance  in  their  pay.  The  Unit^ 
States  ought  to  pay  well  that  they  might  obtain 
good  men.  Many  recruits  had,  npon  Lste  ocoa^ 
sioBB,  mUsted,  aad  several  cf  Aem  m  Piiiladelphia, 
who  Mver  should  have  beeh  admitted  into  th« 
Military  EstabUshnient  of  any  nation  whateTcv. 

Mr.  Waobwobtb  did  not  see  any  reaaon  for  die 
proposed  addM<HUd  dollw  per  nuHiA.  If  he  had 
thought  it  neeetsary,  he  shmdd  have  been  tvtj 
ready  to  mration  it.  In  the  Status  north  of  Penn- 
sylvania, the  wages  of  a  common  laborer 
not,  vptm  the  whole,  superior  to  those  of  a  com- 
mon soldier.  It  had  been  alleged  that,  by  aog- 
menting  the  pay  of  the  troops,  we  sboald  tret  bet^ 
ter  men.  This  was  a  doetnne  which  he,  for  one^ 
did  not  under^nd.  The  present  Western  Axmr 
were  as  good  troops  as  ever  went  into  the  fid«^ 
and  much  better  than  the  late  Continental  Avmy. 
Men  of  a  sober  character  did  not  and  would  not 
enlist.  Recruits  might  have  very  good  morals, 
and  it  was  certain  that  many  honest  mat  did  not 
love  Mm.  Cmiosity.  levity,  the  hmt  of  yoncfa, 
and  other  very  exeusaUe  motives,  sent  pecnle  to 
the  Army;  but  it  never  was,  ner  ev%r  will  Ik  tka 
^aoc  where  a  thoughtful  and  industrious  prmdt 
man  wouU  be  ambitions  10  exert  his  odents.  For 
this  reason,  he  was  convinced  Uiat  to  enlarga  A* 
pay  would  ailBwer  no  good  purfoose.  As  u>  the 
militia,  who  vrere^  many  of  them,  snfasiaotial 
peinde.  it  was  in  vau  to  unacine  that  they  would 
fulfil  the  end  of  an  Amy  in  Me  indiw  war.  They 
had  bem  »kd,  and  the  experiment  had  failed. 
He  again  adverted  to  the  impoesibility  of  impplv^ 
ing  the  ranks  with  rccraitB  above  the  most  of»< 
narvdassesbflife.  HeneverhadaoenenAnby, 
Mtth  as  it  was  believed  that  the  additional  doUac 
would  assemble,  and  he  despsiited  ever  toseeaoeh 
an  Amy.  Thenwa%faowever,annetof  bouMy, 
vi^h  a^^t  beof  infinittt  sapriee  to  the  tromnL 
andwhiehheahottldtakaaftMn  opportonity  of 
umiagk  He  refcned  to  «  pmn  imeii  foe  the  widowi 
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vful  cHUdnn  of  s»ak  sotdiNf  u  dtadd  Iwpptn  to 
tlisic  Ures  in  Um  wrvice. 
Ur-  BosMVOT  Bskl,  thai  be  skottld  be  Terr  sorry 
to  reconunena  the  aagmentation,  if  he  thowht 
tint  it  ivouU  indace  farmers,  and  sober,  indus- 
tritras  people  to  quit  their  ftmuies  mid  prraessions 
in  exchuge  for  a  miUtary  life.  This,  he  thought, 
iroald  inMed  be  a  very  alarming  craseciuenoe, 
ttdydidbe  af^rehend  it>he  ihotuul  undcwbtedly 
vffim  the  ini^ed  increase;  He  had  mo  vpfn- 
heosiow  of  that  kind.  Amaits*  would  be  m  a 
Terr  bad  litiiatUHi,  indeed,  if  an  additional  pay  of 
twuwe  ddlan  a  year  eoold  bribe  a  farmer  or 
mannAcniw  to  enlist.  He  should  look  Tezy 
stfange  at  any^  of  his  neighbors  who  should  tell 
him  uat  thoy  iMtd  emlwaced  such  an  c^er.  In- 
stead of  aogmentiiig  the  pay,  perhaps  it  was  better 
10  add  Bomethiof  to  the  rations;  those,  for  ex- 
ample, of  salt  and  flour.  He  tbDOffhtit  safest  to 
uree  to  the  four  dollars,  because  u  they  voted  for 
ore,  the  biO  would  probably  be  thrown  out.  of  the 
other  House ;  and  thus,  by  gnuping  at  too  mneh. 
the  moTexs  of  the  amendtoent  woiud  lose  the  bill 
litQgcsher.  Originally,  troops  had  been  raised  f<v 
Ifse  than  two  dollars  per  month.  The  pay  had 
since  been  an^nented  to  three,  v&d  was  now  on 
die  way  of  being  raised  to  four.  He  wished  to 
BilEv  iti  adranees  gimdnaL  If  we  lopked  at  the 
ataatioas'<rf  other  countries,  and  contemplated  the 
state  of  their  Sfotm^  we  should  be  convioaed  tlMit 
America  paid  her  troops  as  well  in  pioportion  to 
her  ability  as  any  other  people  in  the  world,  and 
that  her  soldiers  had  no  right  to  complain. 

Mr.  MLpifraoMnHT  spoke  ^  'ew  words  in.  favor 
of  an  adrfBce  to  five  oollars. 
^  Mr.  Scott  said,  that  PeoBsyWania  had  scnne- 
time  ago  raised  1  few  companies  of  soldiers  for 
her  irontier  serrice,  and  given  them  two  pounds 
tai  shillings  curreney  per  month,  whi^  was  equal 
to  six  doUars  and_  tvro-thirda.   In  consequence  o( 
HaSf  the  companies  had  beea  filled  with  soine  of 
dw  most  respectable  hti^  of  people  in  the  country. 
Tbey  were  quite  <h  a  different  class  from  the  re- 
emits  raised  for  the  Western  Army.  He  wished 
to  try  the  fire  doUan^  This  8U|ienqr  my  was  xe- 
ported  to  Inre  hurt  the  Contmentef  recmitinc 
so^ice.  He  thought  it  very  pwsible  that  suoh 
had  been  the  ease.  If  Oorenunent  giro  the  jpco- 
poMd  Ive  dollars,  the  ContiBeatal  Anny  might, 
ptt^Kftf  pet  all  the  levies  whiel^  it  wanted  mm 
ibcae  Tery  companies. 
Ift'.tHniiTEB  wojuld  have  voted  fat  aiz  4oUars. 
Mr.  Bbattt  sai4  tl^t  he  was  for  giving  five 
di^lars,  from  a  cmviictian  that  it  was  nqoWte  for 
<he  servicer 

Blr-  Bmilie  was  decidedly  for  the  additional, 
uj^g^entatioo.  The  recruits,  he  said,  w^o  i»A 
be«a  raised  in  this  city  were  sad  fellows,  and  not 
fit  to  ft?  trusted.  Better  pay  would  bring  forwvd 
better  men. 

Mr.  SiuTB  said  that,  as  to  the  rate  of  labor, 
good  men  were  hired  to  work  in  Termoot  for 
eu4iieen  pounds  a  year,  which  is  equal  to  foot 
d^lars  per  month,  and  out  of  thttt  they  find  their 
own  eM^s.  He  thought  it  a  very  dangexovs 
lltti  lo  nuae  the  vngea  ^  soldiers  at  this  time, 
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iriien  ereiT  arttete  was  above  its  natural  price; 
because,  woen  thii^  return  to  their  old  levdL  it 
would  be  impossible  to  reduce  their  wag^  The 
people  of  Europe  had,  by  their  wars,  increased 
the  demand  for  the  produce  of  oar  Bums,  and  this 
had  raised  the  wages  of  labor.  The  members  of 
Congress  had  six  dollars  per  day,  and  it  would  be 
no  easy  matter  to  alter  th^  which  he  seemed  t» 
hint  might  not  be  quite  improper.  He  thought 
that  hi|^  pay  woukt  only  sorva  to  make  the  sol- 
diers get  uunk.  It  would  be  mneh  hetta  to  cire 
them  some  sufastaatial  gmdficatbn  at  the  end  of 
the  service. 

Mr.  Wadbworth  said  thai  the  Army,  in  gettiaif 
four  dollars,  got  ^nty,  and  he  despaired  of  seeing 
five  dollars  pass  through  that  Hoase;  but,  woe 
they  to  vote  twenty  dollars,  they  never  would  be 
aide  to  enUst  that  class  of  men  whom  it  was  tat- 
pec  ted  five  dollars  would  collect.  A  meibher  had 
mentionedj  as  a  proof  of  the  possibility  of  enlisting 
the  N>as  of  iwmers,  the  instance  of  a  party  in  one 
of  die  New  England  States,  who  had  formed 
themselves  into  a  military  body,  and  had  gone 
westward  in  qoeet  ol  a  settlement,  but  were  <ut 
to  pieces  by  the  Indians.  He  knew  this  >  and  he 
had  likewise  heard  of  others  1^0  bad  sinoe  gcma 
from  the  same  quwtw,aad  upeo  the  samc  ernad. 
He  had  iM^dicd  abont  dieir  cbaraete^  and  hM 
found.  juBi  aa  he  had  expected,  that  they  w«ra 
very  hdoest,  good  aort  of  people,  bat  somewhat  of 
a  runbling  dispoahion,  aed  not  remarkably  mdus- 
trious.  As  to  the  notion  of  enlisting  men,  and  at- 
taching them  to  their  country,  by  live  dollars  a 
month,  it  would  not  do-  Tne  qH  Continental 
Army  were  very  good  soldiers,  but  certainly  some 
of  them  did  not  fight  for  the  sake  of  their  country, 
since  they  deserted  by  scores.  They  were,  how- 
ever, brought  back,  and  fought  very  welt.  Their 
reasons  for  deserting,  he  did  not  pretend  th  know; 
but  this  he  knew,  th^t  they  were  very  idle  and 
very  worthless  fellows,  which  did  not  hinder  then* 
from  doing  their  duty.  Mr-  W.added,  that  it  waa 
a  mistake  to  propose  anving  five  4oUars  a  month 
for  fear  that  we  should  not  m  able  to  get  recrtlit^ 
In  aahvttn^onr  communication  by  sea  wcwild 
be  cut  oft.  we  would  likowiae  be  prevented  fxtw 
emigrations  into  the  back  country.  Recruits  would 
then  be  had  in  the  greatest  abundance  for  four  ' 
dollars  a  qaonth,  as  great  nnmtwrs  of  peoide  would 
then  be  thrown  out  of  employmeiu,  and  enlist  for 
want  of  it. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  of  adding  two  d<A- 
lars  instead  of  one,  whs  rejected. 

Mr.  Clabk  then  moveo,  as  an  amendment  of 
the  bill,  that  that  there  should  be  an  addition  of 
four  ounces  of  bread  or  fl.onr,  and  four  ouocef  of 
meat  to  each  ration. 

Mr-  Hartley  was  for  augmenting  the  rations. 
He  knev^  that  diey  were  too  small.  In  cultivated 
countries  they  iqight  do,  but ,  noit  in  the  backi 
woods,  where  vegetables  were  net  ta  he  hai^ 

Mr.  WAMwoi^n  ma  eaanoeed  that  tfa* 
tioas  were  suAHeat,  unless  on  a  maiah.  Hesps^ 
ha  Mid,  Horn  cspfrimce. 

Mr.  CbLBfl  had  been  ■  ftaquently  mfoemad  hy 
efficers  in  the  Atmy^  that  iha'salioBs  w«te  all  d«- 
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jeetiTe.  In  ^  back  woodir  the  soWoi  liad  been 
often  redneed  to  suoh  diitnss  fiw  mnt  of  regeta- 
Ue^  BB  to  go  in  Marek  of  aeonu  to  RVply  their 
plMe. 

•  fifr.  FiTzsiMoiTfl  said,  that  he  had  been  infonned 
that  the  principal  objection  to  the  ratioD*  was  the 
inferior  qualitf  of  the  meat,  and  that  this  arose 
fiom  the  leanness  of  the  cattle,  as  beingexhavsted 
bjr  hard  driring.  Instead,  therefore,  a  rwUar 
increase,  it  raig^ht  perhaps  be  better  to  proriae  for 
aecidcntu  contingencies. 

Mr.  MuBBAY  mored,  and  his  mtdion  was  se- 
conded, to  amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out 
the  words,  and  "  four  ounces  of  meat." 

Mr.  SMira  said,  that  an  aid-dercamp,  ^o  was 
his  relation,  and  now  serving  in  the  Army,  had 
mote  him  that  they  were  jost  now  well  fed,  well 
dothed,  in  good  health,  and  as  good  ^irits  as  an 
.Anny  had  ever  enjoyed.  The  reason  of  the  com- 
mon latioBs  of  proTuions  ftuling  in  a  nureh,  was 
owing  to  the  wasM  in  eooktng.  The  amendment 
«tf  Mr.  Claxk,  end  the  addittonal  amendment  of 
Mr.  Mduat,  were  both  withdrawn. 

The  Committee  now  roae  Ud  repinted  the 
amendment,  and  the  UU  and  amendment  were  or- 
dered t»  lie  o«  the  table. 

.  A»oived,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
nqrart  whether  any,  and  what,  alteration  ought  to 
be  made  in  the  ration  now  allowed  to  the  troops 
of  the  United  Btates :  and  that  Mr.  Irtihs,  Mr. 
DujiBonif,  and  Mr.  Hnsm,  be  the  said  com- 
mittee. 


Tdbsoat,  January  7. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbebidbht  or  tbb  United  States  : 

€hntkmmoftheStnaie,aHd 

of  the  House  1/  SqtraeniatitJa.- 

I  Uj  before  jou  an  ofl^cul  slatctnent  of  the  expendi- 
tare  to  the  end  of  the  year  one  thousand  MVtea  bnndrod 
and  ninety-three,  from  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  doUan, 
granted  to  defraj  ibe  continguit  ezpMties  of  Gorem- 
ment,  bj  an  act  passed  on  the  twen^-«xth  ^  Matdk, 
one  thousand  aeren  hundred  and  niiMtT. 

a  WA8HIN0T0N. 

Unran  Statbs,  Mnuarjf  7,  ITM. 

The  said  M^ssase  and  statement  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Another  Mesnge  was  reeeiTed  from  the  Pbs- 

■IDBRT  or  THB  UhITSD  StATBS  I 

Gmtknun  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  tM  Houte  BqtretaUatioei; 
ExperuBoe  haa  shown  that  it  would  be  useful  to 
have  an  officer  particulariy  charged,  under  the  direction 
ot  the  Department  of  War,  with  the  duties  of  reoeiving, 
safe-keepuig,  and  distributing  the  pubhc  supplies,  in  th 
eases  in  wUch  the  laws  and  the  course  of  service  do  not 
devolve  them  upon  other  officers;  and  also,  wMi  that 
of  si^tetlnteudfaig,  in  all  cases,  the  issues  in  detaO  of 
sK^dwa,  with  power  fiir  that  puipaee  to  bring  to  a^ 
count  all  peiaons  tntnuted  to  make  sodi  issues  in  rria- 
tien  thereto.  A»  ertabUshmnst  of  this  nature,  by  se- 
cuiBg  a  legulsc  and  pmutaal  aeeoontability  for  the 
issues  of  public  supplies,  would  be  a  fnatgnaid  against 
abvse,  wonld  tmi  to  insase  their  due  ap(ttcalieii,  and 
to  (ire  pnUic  saliafcction  en  thai  poiBt. 


I  UMTsftre  reeoBunend  to  dw  eowiderBtiai  of  CoiH 
gress  the  expediency  of  an  esteblwhment  of  this  na- 
tun,  wider  such  regnlations  as  shell  iq>pser  to  them 
sdvisable. 

Q.  WAfiBZNOTON. 

UsiTXD  Statcs,  Jmtmmy  7, 17M. 

The  said  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Ruoived^  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  Thursday  last,  on  the  subject 
of  the  Algerine  communications,  that  they  prepare 
and  report  to  the  Honse  an  estimate  01  the  ex- 
pense that  will  be  requisite  to  place  the  principal 
seaports  and  harbors  of  the  United  Slates  in  a 
state  of  defence. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  oT 
the  Treasarr,  of  the  sums  necessary  to  be  appro- 
priated for  Uie  serriee  of  the  year  one  diounnd 
serra  hundred  and  ninety-four,  which  was  made 
on  the  tWCTty-third  ultimo,  he  committed  to  a 
Cmnmittee  of  the  Whole  House  oa  Thursday 
next, 

Mr:  Tbchbull,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  prepare  and  report  such  Standing  Rules  and 
Orders  of  proeeeding  as  are  proper  to  be  observed 
in  this  Honset  made  a  report ;  whieh  was  read, 
and  ordered  10  lie  <m  die  able. 

FLAG  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "  An  act  making  an  alteration  in  the  Flag 
of  the  United  Sutes." 

Mr.  QooDHDE  thought  it  a  triflin^^  business, 
which  ought  not  to  engross  the  attention  of  the 
House,  when  it  was  their  duty  to  discuss  matters 
of  infinitelT  greater  consequence.  If  we  are  to 
alter  the  Flag  from  thirteen  to  fifteen  stripes,  With 
two  addition^  star^  because  Vermont  and  Ken- 
tuckv  have  been  added,  we  may  go  on  adding  and 
altering  at  this  rate  for  one  hundred  years  to  come. 
It  is  very  likdy,  before  fifteen  years  elapse,  we 
shall  consist  of  twenty  States.  The  Flag  ought 
to  be  permanent. 

Mr.  Lthah  was  of  a  different  opinion.  He 
thought  it  of  the  greatest  consequence  not  to  of* 
fend  the  new  States. 

Mr.  Tbatcbbb  ridiculed  the  idea  of  being  at  so 
much  trouble,  as  a  consummate  specimen  of  fri- 
volity. At  this  rate,  everjr  State  should  alter  its 
public  seal  when  an  additional  county  or  town- 
ship was  formed.  He  was  sorry  to  see  the  House 
take  up  their  time  with  such  trifles. 

Mr.  CBtnif  OP  cnuidered  it  of  very  great  conse- 
quence to  inform  the  rest  of  the  world  that  we  had 
now  two  addititmal  States. 

Mr.  NiLsa  was  very  sorry  ^at  such  a  matter 
should  even  for  a  moment  have  hindered  the 
House  from  ^oing  into  more  important  aSairs. 
He  did  not  thmk  Uie  alteration  either  worth  the 
trooUe  of  adopting  or  it^ectinf;  but  he  supposed 
that  the  shortest  way  to  get  rid  of  it  was  to  asree 
to  it,  ai^  for  that  reason,  and  no  other,  he  advised 
to  pass  it  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Committee  asreed  to  it,  and  the  Chairman 
reported  the  bill.  The  Honse  then  took  it  up. 
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Mr.  BoDDinoT  tfaoasht  it  of  cod  sequence  to 
keep  the  citizens  of  Vernumt  and  Kentucky  in 
^OM  humor.  They  might  be  affronted  at  our  re- 
jecting the  bilL 

Mr.  GooDBDB  said,  be  fell  for  the  honor  of  the 
House,  vhen  spending  their  time  on  such  sort  of 
business.  But,  since  it  must  be  posted,  he  had 
only  to  b^  this  favor,  that  it  might  not  appear 
mfoa  the  joomals,  and  so  into  the  world  as  the 
irst  (/the  lulls  pused  this  session. 

Mr.  fifADiBON  was  for  the  bill  passing. 

Mr.  Q1LB8  thought  it  very  proper  that  the  idea 
should  be  preserTM  of  the  number  of  our  States, 
and  the  number  of  stripes  corr^ponding.  The 
expense  was  but  trifling,  compared  with  that  of 
forming  the  GoTemment  of  a  new  State. 

Mr.  3  MiTH  said,  that  this  alteration  would  cost 
htm  fire  hundred  'doUar&  and  every  vessel  in  the 
Union  sixty.  He  coula  not  conceive  what  the 
Senate  meant  by  sending  them  such  bills.  He 
supposed  that  it  must  be  for  want  of  something 
b^ter  to  do.  He  should  indulge  them,  but  let  us 
have  no  more  alterations  of  this  sort.  Let  the 
Flag  be  pennaneDt. 

It  was  crdered  that  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time 

tO-OOROW. 

A  motifm  was  then  mAde  for  pnUUuag  the 
resoJations  of  Uie  House  concerning  Uie  Algerine 
business. 

Mr.  Wa  d8 woktb  recommeoded  publicity.  He 
said  that  their  talking  so  much  about  secrecy 
made  the  world  believe  they  really  had  a  secret 
wIku  in  fact  they  had  none.  It  reminded  him  01 
a  story  in  die  last  war.  They  intended  a  secret 
expedition  into  Canada;  but  unluckily  they  let  a 
clergyman  mto  the  story,  and  he  next  Sunday 
offered  up  his  prayers  from  thepulpit  for  its  suc- 
eea&  which  put  an  end  to  it.  The  House  agreed 
t0  toe  publication  of  the  resolutions. 

JBeaotvedj  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  im- 
Maed  by  the  House,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  reso- 
niions  agreed  to  on  Thursday  last,  on  the  subject 
of  die  eoDfidential  eommnnicatioiu  from  the  nMF- 
nMEHT,  respecting  the  measures  which  have  been 
pmsned  for  cbtaining  a  recognition  of  the  Treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  Morocco,  and  for 
tht  ransom  of  prisoners,  and  estaUishment  ot  peace 
with  the  Algerines,  be  removed,  wid  that  the  said 
resolutions  be  published. 

Orderedj  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  se- 
lect such  parts  of  the  Pbesident'b  Communica- 
tioBs,  respecting  the  R^ncy  of  Algiers,  as  his 
Letter,  accompanying  saia  Communications,  sug- 
gests it  would  be  proper  to  keep  secret,  and  that 
tbeT  report  the  same  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  regulating  Pilots  in 
the  oajr-and  river  Delaware,  and  for  the  establish- 
ment and  support  of  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys, 
•hA  public  ]Men;  and  that  Mr.  Wiu^h  Smitb, 
Mr.  Frraiiiiioin,  and  Mr.  HiLLaotrsB,  he  the  said 
committee. 

WuDiTBeDAT,  January  8. 
The  bin  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 


making  an  alteration  in  the  Flag  c/  the  United 
States,*'  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  B.  BoDBHB  moved  that  it  should  be  refez^ 
red  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Watts  seconded  the  motion.  He  said  his 
c^ect  was,  to  have  a  clause  added  to  estabU^  the 
Flag  of  the  United  States,  so  that  in  case  of  new 
accessions  to  the  Union,  future  applications  for 
alteratitnu  may  be  precluded}  he  uded,  that  he 
supposed  the  title  tx  the  bill,  dionld  the  amend- 
ment he  proposed  take  place,  ought  to  be  a  biU  to 
esfoMuA  the  Flag  of  the  Umted  States. 

The  motion  for  a  reference  to  a  select  commit- 
tee being  put,  was  negatived — 49  to  39. 

Mr.  W.  then  moved  that  the  bill  should  be  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for 
the  purpose  of  introducing  a  clause  to  fix,  for  evn, 
the  Flag  <rf'the  United  States.  This  motim  was 
lost. 

And,  on  the  question  that  the  l«ll  do  pass,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmative-ryeas  fiO,  nays  42,  as 
follows: 

TiAS. — Jriom  Amstrong,  Theodonu  Bsfley,  Abra- 
ham Baldwin,  Thmuu  Blount,  Thomas  P.  Canws, 
Qabrial  Cbastie,  I^mms  Claibome,  Winiam  J.  Daw- 
■on,  HauT  Deaibcwn,  Oeorga  Dent,  Saarael  Dextw, 
WiHioi  na&T,  WBUam  B.Gilea,ChiirttH^Grean- 
np,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Bany  Gvova,  CTeotge  Han- 
cock, CutarB.  H»rri«m,ThonMsHaraey,MuiH«itfi, 
Danie)  Heister,  John  Haater,  William  Irraio,  Witti«m 
Lvman,  Nathaniel  Maoen,  James  Madison,  Jossph. 
M'Dowell,  Williun  Montgomery,  Andrew  Moore,  Peter 
Muhlenborg,  William  Vans  Murray,  Authonj  New^ 
Jdm  Nicholas,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Alotander  B.  Oir,  Jo* 
Msh  Pariur,  Antow  Pidcnu,  Pnuuis  Prsatai»  Robsrt 
Rutherford,  ThMoas  Soott,  Stim  ftulie»  Israel  ftnith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Thomse  TredweS,  Philip  Tan  Coit- 
Undt,  Abraham  Yenable,  Frauds  Walker,  Benjamin 
WiUfauns,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats. — Fisher  Ames,  John  Beat^,  Elias  Bondinot, 
Sheanashiib  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bouine,  Lambert  Cad- 
walader,  Ain«ham  Claifc,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin, 
Jodiua  Coit,  Isaac  Cedes,  Thomas  Fituimons,  Uriah 
Fensat,  Dwigfat  Foster,  Es^I  Gilbert,  Jamea  GOeipi^ 
NiAi^  Gilman,  Henry  Gknn,  Bsi^anun  Ooodhna, 
James  HiDhouse,  fiamnd  Hohon,  Amass  Learned, 
Ridiaid  Bland  Lee,  Mathew  Lo<^,  Frauds  MalboMk 
Alexander  Mebane,  Joseph  Neville,  J(^  S.  Shsibume, 
lemniah  Smith,  Thoniae  Bfrigg,  Zephaniah  Strifk,  Si- 
las Tslbot,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan 
TmmbuU,  Jdm  E.  Ysn  Allen,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeek. 
Pel^K  Wadmorth,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Aromas  . 
Ward,  John  Watts,  and  Paine  Wingate. 

Mr.  Irvine,  from  the  committee  ai^nted  to 
report  whedier  any;,  and  what,  alteration  onght  fo 
be  made  in  the  ratiMt  now  allowed  to  the  troops 
of  the  United  States,  made  a  report;  which  wu 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tne  House  •gun  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  Hwise  on  the  bill  providing 
for  destroyed  eeittfieatcs  of  eertna  descri^ioBa} 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Ghainnaa 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  again  had  the 
said  bill  undeor  conademtion,  and  made  aersnl 
amendments  tbereta 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  am«nd- 
ment^  dt>  he  w  the  taUc. 
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nataie  pnwer  to  enga^  their  attentioa.  It  was 
]nresnmeduiatlJke  House  of  RepreseDtatives  would 
uerer  institute  an  inquiry  into  such  a  species  of 
evidence.  It  was  extremely  difficult  for  a  roan 
to  swear  that  he  had  positiTely  voted  by*ballotfor 
a  particular  candidate,  since  it  is  well  known  that 
persons  had,  on  such  occasions,  frequently  put  in 
a  ballot  for  the  person  he  had  not  intended  to  vote 
lor.  In  the  hurry  and  confusion  which  often  take 
^ace,  the  balbts  get  shifted^  and  one  is  put  in  in 
fieu  of  an(rther.  To  the  objeetifm  to  the  lav  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  drawn  from  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  it  was  replied,  that 
the  regulating  the  time,  place,  and  manner"  of 
holding  elections  is  expressly  verted  in  the  State 
Legislatures.  These  necesswily  include  a  great 
variety  of  incidental  circumstances,  which  must 
also  be  left  to  their  discretion.  Congress  cannot 
enter  into  m  consideration  of  the  minutiae  of  the 
elections.  The  different  customs  of  the  several 
States  will  not  admit  of  one  uniform  system. 
I^th  respect  to  the  box  which  contained  part  of 
the  votes  having  been  deposited  in  the  house  of 
the  sitting  member,  it  was  observed  that  no  im- 
pntation  was  conveyed  against  him  in  the  petition 
on  that  account  It  did  not  appear  that  the  num- 
ber of  votes  it  contained  had  been  either  increased 
or  diminished :  nor  was  there  any  cha^  against 
him  of  being  accessory  to  any  uiuair  practices  in 
the  electuw.  The  Ctnnmittee  had  taken  cogni- 
xance  of  every  fbct  that  had  come  into  their  jpos- 
aesdoiLand  the  result  was  before  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

It  was  further  stated  by  one  of  the  Committee 
of  Elecdonis,  that  the  only  question  to  be  deter- 
mined was,  whether  the  irregularity  of  the  votes 
in  two  towiis,  in  a  district  consisting  of  ten  towns, 
in  case  the  votes  of  those  two  towns  do  not  amount 
to  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes  in  the 
district,  such  irregularity  shall  vitiate  the  election 
of  such  district? 

Some  observations  were  made  by  several  gen- 
tlemen oa  the  different  inodes  of  voting  by  bulot 
and  rim  twee. 

llr.  Watts  explained  the  process  under  the 
eleetion  law  of  New  York,  and  stated  the  princi- 
ples on  which  votes  particularly  circiunstanced 
i*ere  rejected,  and  the  necidents  by  iriuch  they 
were  sometimes  omitted  in  the  general  canvass. 

The  Committee^  on  the  whole,  did  not  appear  to 
be  ripe  for  a  decision.  They,  tnerefore,  rose  and 
reported  pn^ess,  and,  after  rejecting  a  motion 
that  the  CMnmittee  of  Elections  should  be  instruct- 
ed to  report  a  state  of  the  facts  in  their  possession, 
(which  several  of  the  C9mmittee  said  they  had 
already  done,)  the  House  adjourned,  withoutcom- 
inf  to«  vote  on  the  report 


Mokdat,  December  S3. 

Albxamdbb  D.  Obb,  from  Kentucky,  appeared, 
jg^wed  his  eredentiua,  and  took  his  aeat  m  the 

The  SPBauut  laid  befne  dte  House  a  I^etter 
firom  ilie  Secretary  of  the  Trauvry,  accompanied 
^th  ettuDutes  of  the  wnu  necessMy  to  be  ^|mo- 
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priated  for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety -four ;  which  were  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resumed  the  readinff  of  the  commu- 
nications from  the  Secretary  of  War,  respecting 
the  Southwestern  frontiers,  as  connected  with  the 
Creeks  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  Sooth- 
western  Territory  of  the  United  States,  and  made 
a  further  progress  therein. 

TtTEBDAT,  December  24. 

The  H'juse  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port from  the  Standing  Committee  of  Elections, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Henry  E. 
Van  Rent>selaer,  of  the  State  of  New  York^  com- 
plaining of  an  undue  election  and  return  oi  John 
E.  Van  Allen,  to  serve  as  a  member  of  this  Hous^ 
for  the  said  State.  Whereupon, 

The  motion  made  on  Friday  last,  to  recommit 
the  said  report  to  the  same  committee,  being  re- 
vived, and  the  question  put  thereupon,  it  jmssed  in 
the  negative. 

Ana  thai  the  said  report  being  again  read,  aa 
follows : 

"  That  7«nr  iKHnmitteft  have  ncNttsd  fiom  Lewis  Ai- 
Scott,  Seoetaiy  of  tbe  State  of  New  ToA,  a  list  of  die 
number  ot  votes  given  in  each  town  in  the  covntial  of 
Rensselaer  and  Clinton,  for  John  E.  Tan  AJlen  and 
Hem;  K.  Tan  Rensselaer,  which  liat  has  been  admitted 
by  the  said  sitting  member  and  petitioner  to  be  a  true 
and  correct  state  of  die  ballots,  estimated  and  canvass 
ed  at  the  said  efoctkm. 

"It  amearsto  your  oonniittM,  diat  the  aUc^ationa 
inregaratoStapheatowi^Tis:  'nattbs  pathiouerhad 
a  greaWrnmnbn' fan  dM  aaid  town  dMn  wasietanied  t» 
Im  estimated  and  eannssed,*  evssi  if  proved,  wouU  not^ 
consistently  widi  the  law  of  du  IBtato  of  New  Toric,ba 
sufficient  to  set  aside  the  vatsa  given  at  the  electitm  in 
the  nid  town. 

"  Iliat  even  should  the  inregulaiities  compUned  ot^ 
with  laspect  to  tbe  elections  of  the  towns  Hooaadk 
and  Benssnlserwyc^,  basofficieot  to  set  aside  thevotea 
nven  in  die  said  towns,  stili  it  ^ipeafs  that  the  said 
J<dm  E.  Van  AUm  haa  a  mi^^  of  tha  lenaininc 
votea  ot  the  district  cnnposed  of  die  oonn^  of  Ben^ 
selser  and  Clinton.'' 

BetoMj  That  thb  Home  doth  disagree  to  tbe 

said  report 

BeaMved,  That  the  all^tions  the  petitioa 
do  not  state  corruption,  nor  irregularities  of  suffi- 
cient magnitude^  under  the  law  of  New  York,  to 
invalide  the  election  and  return  of  John  £.  Van 
Allen  to  serve  as  a  monber  in  this  House,  and 
that,  therefor^  the  said  Jclm  E.  Van  Allen  is  dal]r 
elected. 

The  following  Message  was  received  fn»a  the 
Pkbsidbht  op  the  Umitbd  States  : 
emtkmmo/theSemata,mtd 

of  the  IbuM  of  MifnMntatiom,- 

Since  the  oommnnicatioBs  whieb  weie  made  to  yott 
on  the  afimof  die  United  States  widi  Spam,  and  on  the 
trace  betmea  Portugal  sad  Algiers,  some  oAer  papeia 
have  beoi  leceived,  whith,  aialdng  a  part  of  the  sanm 
saMeeti^  an  Mr  esnwiwidcaled  for  your  information. 

Q.  WASHINarON. 

Vmxw  Arans,  Iktmiet  17M. 
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Treaty  mth  Morocco. 


The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  Committee  n  the 
Wiude  House,  to  whom  are  committed  die  confi- 
dential eoramimicatioDs  from  the  pREeiDBNT,  re- 
epectiii^  the  measures  which  hare  been  pursued 
for  obtamins  a  recognition  of  thfe  Treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Morocco,  and  for  the  lan- 
Bom  of  prisoners,  and  estabti^ment  of  peace  with 
the  Algerines. 

Thel  loose  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Honse  on  the  confidential  commnnica- 
tioDs  from  the  Prebidbnt,  respectin^the  measures 
which  hare  been  pureoed  for  obtaining  a  recogni- 
ti(m  of  the  Treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Morocco,  and  for  the  ransom  of  prisoners,  and  es- 
tablishment of  peace  with  the  Algerines  j  and, 
afta  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Cnnmittee  rose 
and  asked  teare  to  sit  acun. 

Seuived,  That  the  PREaiBHfT  of  thb  Unitbo 
States  be  requested  to  canae  to  be  laid  before 
iUa  Ifonse  the  substance  of  all  such  laws,  decrees, 
or  (ndiiunces,  respecting  commerce,  in  any  of  the 
Bangdoms  or  Countries  with  which  the  United 
States  hare  commercial  intercourse,  and  which 
have  been  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  not  already  stated  to  this  House,  in  his  re- 
port of  the  sixteenth  instant. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Winqate,  Mr.  New,  and 
Mr.  AaHBTaoHO,  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  the 
Pbbbideht,  with  the  foregoing  resolnticm. 

Tbvbbbat,  Dumber  96. 

A  petition  of  Abram  Tricg,  of  the  State  of 
Virginia,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  ntA, 
complaining  of  an  undue  electi<m  and  return  of 
Francis  Preston,  to  serve  as  a  member  of  this 
House  for  the  said  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Elections;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same, 
wtdi  their  ofHaion  thereon  to  the  House. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  confidential 
ecNiununications  from  the  Prebidbnt,  respecting 
she  measures  which  have  been  pnisoed  for  obtain- 
ing a  recognitioQ  of  the  Treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  Morocco,  and  for  the  ransom  of  pri- 
soners, and  estaUishment  of  peaee  with  the  AIp 
cfrines;  and,  after  some  time  spott  therein,  the 
Committee  nee  and  had  leave  to  rit  agun. 

Fbidat,  December  27. 

Daniel  Hbibtbk,  fr<Hn  Pennsylvania^  *PP^' 
ed,  produced  his  credentials,  and  took  hu  seat  in 

the  House. 

Mr.  Lee,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  providing  for  destroyed  certificates 
of  certain  descriptions }  which  was  read  the  first 
time. 

TREATY  WITH  MOROCCO. 

A  motion  being  made  for  gping  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  subject  which  was  under 
aonriilsmtioa  yestsfday— 

Ui-KiOBOun  Qbs«red,lhnt  he  hdVMl  the  holi- 


ness wonld  be  kept  up  without  shutting  the  gal- 
leries ;  for  the  turn  which  the  discussion  took  yes- 
terday, he  said,  it  must  appear  to  every  member, 
that  excluding  the  citizens  from  the  gallery  was 
unnecessary. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  was  of  opinion,  that  the  pnblie 
business  on  the  present  occasion  might  be  esaen- 
tially  injured  by  a  public  discussion. 

The  rale  of  the  Honse^relative  to  the  diacnsrion 
of  confidential  communications  was  called  fVw. 
and  read.  This  rule  provides  that  the  House  shall 
be  cleared  of  all  persons  but  the  members  and 
clerk  OQ  such  occasions. 

Several  members  spoke  in  terms  of  great  dis- 
approbation of  this  rule. 

Mr.  BoDDiNOT  observed,  that  the  rule  bad  been 
adopted  after  mature  consideration,  and  he  did  not 
doubt  that,  when  the  reasons  on  which  it  wm 
fonnded  were  frilly  known^  it  would  appear  to  be 
a  wise  regulation. 

The  question  recurring  for  going  mto  a  Com- 
mittee, 

Mr.  Maoison  said  if  the  House  voted  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  he  supposed  it  would  be 
moved  in  the  first  ^ace,  to  rescind  the  above  mle. 
He  then  stated  sundry  objections  to  it ;  he  difier- 
ed  from  Mr.  Bodoinot,  as  to  its  ori^^ ;  he  said  it 
was  passed  on  a  particular  occasion,  and  stated 
sundry  circunutances  of  that  oecasim }  he  con* 
clnded  by  moving  f<Mr  a  reconsideration  at  the 
rule. 

The  debate  was  continued  on  the  subject  of  the 
rule ;  in  the  course  of  which  it  was  said,  that  se- 
crecy in  a  Republican  Government  wounds  the 
majesty  of  the  sovereign  people ;  that  this  Qo- 
verament  is  in  the  hanSs  of  the  pe<^e ;  and  that 
they  have  a  right  to  know  all  the  Maaetioni  m- 
lative  to  their  own  affiurs  j  this  ririit  ottf  ht  not  to 
be  infringed  incautiously,  for  such  secrecy  tends 
to  injure  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  their 
OTTO  Gtovernment 

In  reply  to  these  remarira,  it  was  said,  that  be- 
cause this  Ooverament  is  RepnUican,  it  will  not 
be  pretended  that  it  can  have  no  secrets.  The 
Pbesideht  of  thb  Unitbo  Stateb  is  the  deposi- 
tory of  secret  transactions ;  his  duty  may  lead  him 
to  delegate  those  secrets  to  the  members  of  the 
House,  and  the  success,  safetv,  and  energy  of  the 
Gtovernment  may  depend  on  Keeping  those  sec^eta 
inviolaUv.  The  people  have  a  ri^t  to  be  ireU 
governed ;  they  have  interests  as  well  as  ri^to; 
and  it  is  the  duty  o(  the  Legislature  to  ^^^^^ 
possible  measure  to  promote  thoee  intereitB.  To 
discuss  the  secret  transactions  of  die  Ctovemmcttt 
publicly,  was  the  ready  way  to  sacrifice  the  nab- 
lic  interest  and  to  deprive  the  Government  of  all 
foreign  inuirmation,  «c. 

The  motion  for  going  into  a  Comnuttee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Algerine  business  being  put,  waa 
carried ;  and  the  Cilleries  were  thereupon  cleared. 


MoMnAT,  December  90. 

Me.  NicHoifAS  moved  for  a  reconsideration  of 
tb*  rale  of  the  Howe,  which  provides  for  closing 
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the  oalLeties  duripg  the  discussion  of  confidential 
communications  from  the  pBEiioEMT  or  the 

Unitbo  States. 

Some  debate  ensued  on  this  motion,  it  was 
ttreed,  in  its  support,  that  the  rule  bore  opprcss- 
iT«iy  oa  the  House ;  that  it  i/&ft  no  opuou  with 
them  to  determine  whether  it  was  proper  to  close 
the  doors  on  a  particular  occasion,  or  not.  E  very 
oommonication  denominated  "confidenUal  im- 
posed a  necessity  on  the  House  for  closing  the 
Ws.  It  had  been  said  that  the  Committee  on 
Rulea  might  report  an  alteration  m  this  mt- 
ticulat  rule.  In  answer  to  this,  it  was  u^ged  that 
the  committee  might  not  be  ready  to  report  for 
some  time;  in  the  interim,  that  no  necessity  ei- 
iated  for  tte  House  having  theit  deliberations 
hampered  by  this  nde,  whidtL  night  be  rescinded 
■  hf  a  TOle  of  the  House.  With  respect  to  foreign 
cODnexioBs,  it  was  observed,  these  are  of  a  com- 
mercial nature,  and,  therefore,  cMnmunications  re- 
IttireUiereto  ought  to  be  made  as  public  as  possible, 
for  the  people  atlarge  are  generally  and  immediate- 
ly concerBiW.  A«uost  the  motion.it  wa»  said,  no 
iseottTenieace  had  resulted  fifom  the  operation  of 
^  rule }  that,  until  the  Hoose  experienced  such 
incoDTwienoe,  to  repeal  a  rule  on  the  spur  of  a 
pttticukr  occasion,  which,  in  the  nature  ol  things, 
ueridently  founded  on  propriety,  beimys  a  rersa- 
titity  ia  the  puUic  councils  that  may  be  productive 
of  pernioioos  consequences.  The  ntiEty  of  the 
rule  was  expatiated  on,  in  a  reference  to  various 
<^eet8of  a aeeret  and  confidential natnre.  bwas 
•haerred,  that  so  fax  m  ccspects  the  United  States, 
iadepeBMttt  of  aU  connexion  with  other  countries. 
liM  rule  waa  nugatory ;  but  when  it  is  considered 
^t  the  United  States  axe  one  of  the  nations  of 
die  earth,  and  Imve  very  inyortaat  interests  to 
eoBsnlt  in  rdation  to  their  connexion  with  foreign 
coantries,  it  follows,  of  course,  that  very  import- 
a»t  secrets  may  exist,  and  the  Gk>vemment  may 
be  deprived  of  tne  most  essential  information  from 
their  foreini  agents,  should  all  securUy  be  re- 
moTedfMue'safe-keeping  of  confidential  oomnui- 
nicatifHM.  It  was  observed,  that  the  connexion  of 
this  country  with  forwi^  natiow,  iuvidved  other 
oensiderations  than  those  <^  a  commercial  nature. 

The  motiottf  after  some  further  ruoarhs,  was 
nriad  so  as  to  amount  to  an  amradmeiK  owy  of 
the  rule.  The  purport  of  this  wBMndment  that 
the  nils  should  leave  the  House  at  lih^y  to  dis- 
:  ents  confidMitial  commtuucations  puUicly,  if  tbev 
oee  proper,  after  they  have  been  privately  read, 
tihe  amendment  was  agreed  to,  in  the  following 
WDrda; 

'*JUBohed,  That  it  be  s  standing  otder  of  this  House, 
fliat,  wimiflver  confidential  conmunicatioiu  are  received 
ftmtha  Prendeat  of  the  United  Sutai,  As  House  shaU 
Ite  deared  ot  an  persons  exeeirt  the  mendwi*  and  the 
Cleric,  and  so  contmne  during  me  reafing  of  tutii  com- 
munications,  and  (onleM  otherwise  dheeted  bj  fixe 
Hoom)  dorhig  all  aeb«tu  and  proceedings  to  be  bad 
tiuroon ;  and  that  when  the  Speaker,  or  any  other  mem- 
Ut,  dull  inJiwai  the  Hoose  that  he  has  eommunieations 
to  make  which  he  eonceivM  ought  to  be  kept  secret,  the 
House  shall,in  like  manner,  be  deaied,  tUl  the  eoranuni- 
eatkm  be  made ;  the  House  ahaO  dMu  datonalBe  whsttar 


the  matter  communicated  rsqniias  iMfec^i  or  qotf  and 
take  order  accordingly." 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whote 
House  to  whom  were  referred  the  ooafideimal 
eommoQications  from  the  PafiSHOHT^  remecting 
the  transactions  of  the  Oovemment  of  the  United 
States  with  Spain,  be  disehuged  from  Avtbw 
proceeding  on  tne  suae. 

The  House  a^n  resolved  itself  into  a  Cen^ 
mittee  of  the  Wltole  House  on  die  eoofideqtial 
econmuuic^ions  fiteuft  the  Pkeuimpt,  reqiectiaK 
the  measuKB  which  have  been  wrnued  Hat  obtat»- 
ing  a  Koognitionof  the  Treaty  between  the  Unrt- 
«a  StaCCB  utd  MoroccOj  and  for  the  ransom  of 
prisoners,  and  establishincnt^  peace  with  the  Al- 
gerines ;  and,  after  some  timit  spent  thareiu,  the 
Conuuttee  xose,  and  had  leave  to  ut  again. 


ToBSBar,  December  31. 

A  petition  Of  the  Chief  Clerks  in  several  of  the 
Executive  Departments  of  the  Oovemment  of  tu 
United  States,  vros  presented  to  the  House  a^d  read, 
stating  the  insufficiency  of  the  salaries  allowea 
thenoby  law,  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be 
increased,  and  rendered  more  adequate  to  meir 
services*  Laid  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  making  an  alteration  in  the  Flag  of  the  United 
States to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice  and  comnitted. 
The  fellowing  Message  vras  received  from  the 
PaneinBNT  of  thb  United  States  : 

GeiUlemea  o/the  Abuse  of  E^re$eiUatimt 

I  now  traMmit  you  a  Bepoit,  ky  the  Oaumlaiy  of 
State,  of  such  lam,  dec9»es»  apd  ordinances,  or  tbsB 
vubetanqe,  reneeting  ominiereo  in  die  ooontries  with 
which  the  Un^  States  have  ooouuercial  interconrse, 
ae  he  has  reouved,  and  had  not  stated  in  his  Report 
the  Uthiiutant.  O.  WA8HINOT01T. 

Uhitu  States,  December  SO,  1793. 

The  said  Meaaace  and  Report  were  readt  uoA 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabic. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Comt- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  Houae,  ob  the  confidential 
eommimications  from  the  PaHinEMT.  respectug 
the  measures  which  have  been  pursuea  foe  obtaior- 
ing  a  recf^ition  of  the  Treaty  between  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  Morocco,  and  for  the  ransom  of 
prisoners,  and  establishment  of  peace  with  the 
Algerines ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  roee,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  following  Message  was  received  froni  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

GaUlemen  of  the  SewtUf  and 

of  the  HouH  of  BtpremnttOiveM  t 
[lay  bei»iftyQ«,£iryov  0onsidevatioa,  a.Lett«rfrom 
the  Secretary  of  State,  informing  me  of  certain  impedi- 
ments  which  have  arisen  to  the  coiaage  of  the  preoous 
metals  at  the  Mhit 

As  also,  a  Z.etter  frraa  die  suae  effiaer,  irfatife  la 
I  adsaaesaef  WMMgrfUhich  hw>  bawi  aaeda  om 
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jvhfie  aeoowiL  BAwvld  jav  Uiink  praper  Id  ■motion 
what  baa  bMn  den^  or  b«  of  ofijdon  that  njitiag 
jneiB  ihall  b«  done  in  th«  Hin«  waj,  joa  will  jodge 
wlwtliar  thm  ue  aot  cucanutanoM  whKih  would  nn- 
4MMeiM7«iV«dieiit.  G.  WASHINGTON. 

Ujn-UB  Staxu,  i)M«iRAer  80, 1798. 

The  mid  Blesanga  sad  letters  bewf  read, 

Onbrsd^  That  so  much  chowrf  as  relates  to  the 
-tepedkiflati  wtdeh  hafc  arisen  Co  the  coinage  of 
the  praeiou  metals  at  the  Mint,  be  referred  to  Mr. 
WfLLUM  SmTH,  Mr.  Amse^  ud  Mr.  Nilbb  ;  that 
Ihejr  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  teport  the 
Mme,  with  their  opinion  thereti|>on,  ib  the  House. 

Ordertd,  That  such  other  parts  m  the  said  Mes- 
sage and  Letters,  as  relate  to  certain  advancea  of 
monej,  which  have  been  made  on  puUie  accouat, 
1>e  CHnnmitted  to  a  Conuaittee  of  the  Whole 
Bouse  on  th«  state  of  the  Union. 


WamaaiuT,  Annarjr  1, 17M. 

Ubiab  FoBBESTand  THOVAaSPBioOjfrotDlSap' 
ry land,  ajppeared,  produced  their  credentials,  and 
took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  received  yeatezday 
irom  the  Pbssubht  of  the  Umitsd  Statbs,  ac- 
companying a  Report  from  the  £ecretitty  of  State, 
of  Ae  sahsunce  of  mck  laws,  decrees,  and  ordi- 
nances, lespecling  commarce  in  the  QOun;tjries  with 
wdkieh  the  United  States  hare  oomBaerual  intat- 
cooree,  as  he  has  receirad  sinea-  his  Report  of  the 
lAtk  instant,  he  committed  lotltt  Comiaititeeof  the 
Whole  HoiHe,  to  whom  am  committed  dw  ffomA- 
dvntiat  eommmdcatioas  Irom  the-  pKBStnsifP,  M- 
apectiaf  the  meamras  which  haT«  been  pnrsaed 
nr  obauunga  rec^^tion  of  the  Treaty  between 
the  United  Stales  and  Morocco,  and  for  the  ran- 
som of  priscmers,  and  esteUishment  of  peace  with 
tfce  Alj^rines. 

A  memorial  of  WHliam  Phtterson,  Samuel  Ster- 
rit,  and  Gostarus  Scott,  the  committee  appointed 
hr  the  L^slattire  of  Ktaryland  to  draw  for,  and 
dbtribute  the  moneys  granted  by  that  State  for 
the  relief  of  the  French  enigraois  from  the  island 
of  St.  Pomiiitfo,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
mad,  stattog,  that  their  funds  are  nearly  ezhauated, 
aad  praymg  the  reliel  and  wd  of  Coogreas  in  the 
iwemisei. 

<Mtrtdy  That  the  said  aaemMial  be  refeixad 
to  Mr.  SAiHFnL  Smra^  Mr.  RimBapenD,aBd  Mr. 
Sill  IB ;  dnt  they  do  eiamine  the  matter  thereof, 
mmi  rmort  tbasaint,  with  thair  spfammthwnapmi, 
•»  the  House. 

The  HflUe  wain  lestii'red'itsaif  httna  Conmit^ 
te*  of  the  Whote  House  on  ^  cenlEdMtfai  com- 
munimiuua  from  the  pBBflfiwEfrr,  req)ecting-  the 
measures  which  have  been  pursued  tat  obtaraing 
a  rect^itian  of  Ae  Treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  Morocco,  and  for  the  ransom  of  prison- 
ers, wd  the  estaUishment  of  peace  with  the  Al- 
sennes;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

TncnanAT,  Janoary  2. 
laaac  CmM,  from  Viiginia,  aad  William  Ba»- 
mm  Gnon,  ftom  North  CiMliaa,  appetrad,  pn- 


ra«r-R- 


dnoed  their  eiedenti^  and  took  thair  amis  m  the 

House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tions reported  yesterday  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  ihe  confidential  commoniea- 
tiotts  from  the  PaaaiMtta-,  lemeeting  the  maa> 
sures  which  hare  been  pursued  for  obtaining  a  re- 
ctwnition  of  the  Treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  Morocco,  and  for  the  ransom  of  prisoners,  and 
esitablishment  of  peace  with  the  Algerines.  WhoEe* 
upon,  the  first  ami  second  of  the  said  resolutions 
being  sererally  twice  read,  wer&  on  the  question 
put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follow: 

Resolvea,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  did- 

lars,  be  appropriated,  in  addiiimi  to  the  prorision 
heretofore  made,  to  de&ay  any  exprase  which 
may  be  incurred  in  relation  to  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  naticms. 

Reeolted,  That  a  Qaval  force,  adequate  to  the 
protection  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
against  the  Algerine  corsairs,  ought  to  be  pro- 
Tided. 

The  third  resolution  being  read  in  (he  words 
following : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  re- 
port to  this  House  the  naval  force  necessary  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid,  tt^ether  with  an  estimate 
of  the  expense — 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  tounend  the 
same,  by  adding  to  the  end  thereof^  the  words 
"  and  the  ways  and  means  for  defraying  the  same 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmattve— yeas  46,  nays  44,  ai 
follows: 

YsAs^TheodDRM  BdlOT,  Abr^am  Baldwin,  itika 
Beatfrr*  Thomas  Uoont,  ThouMS  P.  Caniss,  GabiM 
Cbiistia,  Abnbam  Clark,  Isaac  Colss,  WUliaaJ.DaW- 
sen,  Hauy  DsaAom.  Omhvb  DsBtyWiUiiB  ViBHejf 
WDKanTB.  Gfla^  ChriiMnpher  Grsenni^  Antew  Gng$, 
Willitra  B.  Qtove,  Curler  B.  Hazriaon,  J«ba  HmS, 
DanM  Hcistsr,  William  Irrine,  Richard  Bland  Les, 
Matthow  Locke,  Nathaniel  Maooa,  Jamaa  Madistm, 
saph  McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane,  William  Montgo- 
may,  Andrew  Moore,  Joaeph  Navilla,  Anthony  Nav, 
Jdm  Nicholas,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Joi^  Paikar,  Anr 
drew  Pickens,  Francis  Preston,  Rt^ertRutheribrd,  John 
8.  Sherburne  John  SmiKa,  Israel  Smith,  Thomas  Trad- 
weD,  Philip  Tan  Cotttmd^  Abrsham  YenaUe,  VnoA 
Walker,  Benjanun  'VniUains,  Pifaw  Wfatgats,  and 
mdiaid  Winn. 

Nats. — Pldwr  Ames,  James  Armstrong,  EQas  Bbn- 
dinot,  Sheaiiashab  Bouraa,  Beajamin  Boume,  LatD- 
beit  Cadwalader,  David  Cobb,  Felecr  CoffiQ,  Jotdma 
Coh,  Janatfian  Dayton,  SaSMul  Dexter,  Thattaa  Fits* 
flfawna,  Uriah  Foirrest,  Dwigfat  Foster,  Biskial  OUbM, 
IHsMaa  GHaaB,  Hmur  Gkno,  Bc^Jsmhi  Oonflaw, 
AmmmI  CMflbi,  ThsMs  Hastl«^  JamM  TMHinni, 
sraelHoRen,  Jofak  Wilkes  K^ttwrn,  Jtaftasa  Lewi, 
WaUam  Lyman,  Frauds  Halbonef  RMi*  MuMtidNVtf, 
Wdl^  Vans  Mmtar.  Nathsatd  Nffsskthemsa  Scott, 
Jenadah  Snrith,  WilUiia  Anith,  TlkMaas  Mr, 
^flriah  «wM,  Mas  Talbei,  Ctootf*:  TUtelm,  Uriah 
Tta«v,  JDaathan  Trmnbufl,  laha  B.  T«n  Anen,  Pant 
Van  (laaskMk,  Pateg  WaArtiwrth.  JsMnhli  Wads- 
worth,  Artanaa  W«dy  and  lohn  Wan*- 

AnAAaptjwmma  q«asriott  baiar  pn%«htttha 
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House  do  agree  to  the  sud  resolntieii,  amended  to 
read  as  follows : 

*'ItA6lKdt  Thst  a  conumttee  be  appointed  to  report 
to  this  Howe  the  usnl  force  necessiy  for  the  pur- 
porfes  aforessid,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  ez- 
peose,  and      ways  and  means  for  defraying  the  same :" 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affimiatiTe. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  Mr.  Goodhue, 
Mr.  JsREMiAB  Wadbworth,  Mr.  Forrest,  Mr. 
Maleone,  Mr.  Boddinot,  Mr.  Pabkeb,  Mr.  Ma- 
coH,  and  Mr.  Winn,  be  appointed  a  committee 
porsuant  to  Uie  last  resolution. 

Fbiuy,  January  3. 
COMMERCE  OF  THE  UNTTBD  8TATE& 
The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Ccnunittee  of 
the  Who^  House  on  die  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  on  ^e  pririlpges  and  restrictions  on  the 
commerce  of  theUniteaStates  in  foreign  couDtiies. 

Mr.  Madison,  after  some  general  observations 
on  the  Report,  entered  into  a  more  particular  con- 
sideration of  tne  subject.  He  remarked,  that  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  is  not,  at  this  day, 
on  that  respectable  footing  to  which,  from  its  na- 
ture and  importance^  it  is  entitled.  He  recurred 
to  its  situation  previous  to  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution,  when  conflicting  systems  prevailed 
in  the  different  States.  The  then  existi^state  of 
things  gave  rise  to  that  Convention  of  Delegates 
from  the  different  parts  of  the  Union,  who  met  to 
dMiberate  on  some  general  principles  for  the  regu- 
lation of  commerce,  which  might  be  conducive  in 
dieir  operation,  to  the  general  welfiu&  and  that 
aooh  nieaanres  8h<nild  be  adMited  u  would  concili- 
ate the  frieBdship  and  good  fiuth  d  those  countries 
who  wen  disposed  to  anter  into  the  nearest  eom- 
mereial  oonnexions  with  «.  But  what  has  he^ 
the  result  of  the  system  which  has  been  pursued 
crer  since  ?  What  is  the  present  sittution  of  our 
commerce  1  From  the  situation  in  which  we  find 
otu^lres  after  four  years'  experiment,  he  ob- 
served, that  it  appeared  incumbent  on  tne  United 
States  to  see  whether  they  could  not  now  take 
measures  promotive  of  those  objects  for  which  the 
Qovemment  was  in  a  great  degree  instituted. 
Measures  of  moderation,  firmness,  and  decision,  he 
was  persuaded,  were  now  necessary  to  be  adopted, 
in  order  to  narrow  the  sphere  of  our  commerce 
vith  those  nations  who  see  proper  not  to  meet  us 
on  terms  of  reciprocity. 
Mr.  M.  then  read  the  following  resoluticms : 
"SmM.  as  the  oemion  of  thkcoauaiUw,  That  the 
'jBtwesl  of  (he  Umlad  Btatss  weald  be  pnaiotod  by 
teAer  lestiiotiaBa  and  U^ur  duties^  in  certain  cases, 
■OS  the  maanAictaiM  and  nwigatian  of  fimiffB  naiioBM 
saqtioyed  in  the  eawanoe  of  dke  United  States,  than 
tfuMB  am  hnpsesd. 

"  1.  jeesBfaed;astha<yiaionofthisfrtmmitfe,  That 
an  addilinasi  daty  ou^te  be  laid  on  die  foUowing  ai^ 
lidos,  BMBajhctnnd  by  EtuBfean  natioM  having  no 
esauDnoal  ttaaly  with  the  United  States:  On  aH  arti- 
■«Ibs  of  nUeh  IsallMS  is  ths  n^enl  vrf"  chief  value,  an 
additional  dn^  of  — -  fit  eaataai  ad  vtltrem  t  on 
an  mannflMtnred  irm,  steel,  tin,  pewter,  o^per,  braes, 
«ff  aHidsa  «r  whUt  cilbr  «f  tfasa*  maltli  is  lbs  «ate> 


rial  of  chief  vahie,  an  adtKttonal  duty  of——  per  oentUBl 
Bd  vaiorem on  all  articlee  of  which  cotton  is  the  aia- 

terial  of  chief  value,  afi  additioDal  doty  of   per 

centom  ad  eo/orem  ;  on  all  cloths  of  wbidi  woci  is  the 
iiMderial  of  chief  value,  where  die  ealhnatad  value  on 
whidi  the  duly  is  payable,  is  above         an  additiaiial 

dn^  of  per  centum  advabrtmi  whoe  audi  value 

is  below  an  additional  du^  of          per  centum 

ad  valorem  f  on  aU  cloths  of  whidi  hemp  or  flax  is  the 
material  of  diief  value,  and  of  which  the  estimated  value 
on  which  Ae  du^  is  payable,  is  below  ,  an  addi- 
tional du^  of          pet  oentam  ad  vedorem  /  on  att 

maau&ctures  of  which  silk  is  the  material  of  chief  value, 
an  additioaal  duty  of  ^  centum  orf  eaArvni* 

"  S.  Rem^/eed,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  ^lat 

an  additicaial  du^  of  per  ton,  ought  to  be  laid  on 

the  vesseb  belonging  to  the  naltous  having  no  eommn^ 
cid  tna^  with  the  United  Statea. 

"8.  Reaohedt  as  die  opinionof  this  committee.  Hut 
the  du^  on  vessels  belonging  to  the  nations  bavins 
commerdsl  treaties  with  dw  United  8tete%  on^t  to  ba 
reduced  to  per  ton.  , 

"4.  Reaokedj  aathe<9Hnicaofdiisconiniittw,l%at 
where  any  natum  may  refiwe  to  consider  as  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  any  vessels  not  buQt  within  (he 
United  States,  the  foreign  built  vessels  of  such  natioa 
ought  to  be  sutijected  to  a  Eke  refusal,  unless  built 
within  die  United  States. 

"  6.  Reaoked,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  Tha^ 
where  any  natitm  may  refVue  to  admit  the  produoe  or 
manu&ctuzea  of  the  United  States,  unteas  in  vessels  be- 
longing to  Ob  Unilsd  States,  or  to  admit  thsm  in  vea- 
sdsofdie  Un^  Slates^  if  iMthnpaitedfkan  any  plaee 
not  widiin  die  Uniled  States,  a  fin  rsstrietkn  ongM^ 

after  the  —  day  of  ,  to  be  silnndiid  to  pro* 

duce  and  mannfiietnrea  of  such  nation,  and  tha^  in  Aa 

mean  time,  a  duty  of  per  tmi  extraordinaiy  onghtt 

to  be  imposed  on  veasds  so  importing  any  suohpro^iea 
or  manu&cture. 

"  6.  lUaohed,  as  the  opinion  of  this  cooimittee,  Thati 
where  any  nation  may  seAise  to  the  vessels  of  the  UuiU 
ed  Stotes  a  carriage  of  the  produce  or  manu&ctum 
thereof  wbSst  sudi  pioduee  or  manu&ctures  are  ad- 
mitted by  it  in  its  own  vessels,  {t  would  be  Just  to  make 
the  testnedon  redprocsl;  but,  inasmuch  aasucha  mea> 
sure,  if  suddoily  adopted,  might  be  particolaitf  dla- 
treising  in  eases  which  merit  the  benevdent  attention 
of  the  United  Statea,  it  im  expedient,  fat  the  jnvsen^ 
that  a  tonnage  extraordinaiy  only  of  — — ,  he  impoaed 
on  the  vessels  so  employed;  and  that  all  distiUed  qpt 
lits  unported  dierein  shaO  ba  snbieeC  to  an  aAffitional 
duty  of  one  part  of  die  axisttig  dufrr* 

"7.  Beaohed,  as  the  opiniwi  of  fluscnmiwas,  TTiet 
pnmsion  on|^  to  be  made  for  li^mdathug  and  asasa 
taining  the  tosses  snstsined  by  dUsena  of  tha  United 
Statea,  firom  the  oipenAoa  of  paitieular  regdalioiM  of 
any  counliy  oantiaveBing  the  Lav  of  Nations,  and  Ant 
audi  losses  be  reimbursed,  in  ths  fint  instance,  out  of 
the  additional  duties  on  the  manufiutaree,  productions, 
and  vessels  of  the  nation  netehlishing  sndi  uulawiul 
reguladma.*' 

Mr.  M.  took  a  general  view  of  the  i>roba' 
ble  effects  which  the  adoption  of  something  like 
the  resolutions  he  bad  proposed,  would  pri»uoe. 
They  would  produce,  respecting  many  articles  im- 
ported,  a  competition  which  would  enable  coun* 
tries  who  do  not  now  supply  us  with  those  articles^ 
to  do  it,  and  wmiU  inereasa  the  awouiuemant  on 
auchaawa  can  yxodnce  witUn  oataema.  Wa 
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iiu>ald  also  obtain  an  eatable  riure  in  carnrinc 
oar  own  jvoduee ;  we  dwald  enter  into  the  field  of 
oontpetitum  on  equal  term^  and  enjoy  the  actual 
benat  of  adTantwet  whieh  natoie  and  the  Bpirit 
of  our  people  entitle  iu  ta 

He  adverted  to  the  adTantageons  sttaation  diis 
eountnr  is  entitled  to  stand  in,  considering  die  na- 
ture of  oar  exports  and  returns.  Our  experts  are 
bulky,  and  therefore  must  employ  mneh  shipping, 
whidi  mi^t  be  nearly  all  oar  own :  our  exports 
are  chiefly  necessaries  of  life,  or  raw  materials, 
the  food  ifv  the  manufacturers  of  other  nations. 
On  the  contrary,  the  chief  of  what  we  receive 
from  other  countries,  we  can  either  do  without, 
produce  substitutes. 

It  is  in  the  power  of  the  United  States,  he  con- 
ceired,  by  exerting  her  natural  rights,  without  vio- 
ktins  the  ri^ta,  or  even  the  equitalue  pretensions 
of  ouer  nation»— by  doing  no  more  than  most  na- 
(■ma  do  for  the  protection  of  their  interests,  and 
m«eh  less  than  some,  to  n^e  her  interestsxe- 
^ected ;  for,  what  we  receire  from  other  nations 
ue  but  luxuries  to  us,  which)  ^  choose  to 
dtrav  aside,  we  could  deprive  part  of  the  manor 
teeturenttf  those  luxuries  of  even  bread,  if  we  are 
foreed,  tothecontest  of  self-denial.  This  being  the 
ease,  our  country  may  make  her  enemies  feel  the 
extent  of  her  power.  We  stand,  with  respect  to 
the  nation  exporting  those  luxuries,  in  the  relation 
of  an  opulent  individual  to  the  laborer,  in  |wodnc- 
jag  the  superfluities  for  his  accommodation ;  the 
hsmex  can  do  without  those  luxuries,  the  eon- 
MunpdoQ  of  which  gives-bread  to  the  latter. 

He  did  not  propose,  or  wish  tiuit  the  United 
States  should,  at  presentj  go  so  far  in  the  line 
wluch  his  resolutions  pomt  to,  as  they  might  go. 
The  extent  to  which  we  principles  mvolred  in 
those  resolutions  should  be  earned,  iriU  depend 
apcm  filling  up  the  blaiiks.  To  go  to  the  vc^  ex- 
tant of  the  pcmeiple  immediately,  might  beisctm- 
Tenient.  He  wished,  only,  that  the  Legishiture 
should  mark  out  the  ground  on  which  we  thiidt 
we  cnn  stand ;  perhi^  it  may  produce  the  effect 
wished  for,  without  nimeoeMary  irritation ;  we 
need  not  at  first  go  erery  length. 

Another  consadention  would  induce  him,  he 
said,  to  be  moderate  in  filling  up  the  blank»— not 
to  wound  puUic  credit.  He  did  not  wish  to  risk 
•■y  sensible  diminution  of  the  public  revenue.  He 
beUered  diat  if  the  blanks  were  filled  with  judg- 
ment, the  diminution  of  the  revenue,  firom  a  di- 
aamution  in  the  quantity  of  imp<Hrt8,  would  be 
countcrbalaneedby  the  increase  in  the  duties. 

The  last  rcaolution  he  had  proposed,  he  said^  is, 
m.  a  manner,  distinct  inm  the  rest.  The  nation 
ia  bound  by  the  moat  saered  oUigatioo,  he  nm- 
anred,  to  protect  the  rights  of  its  citizens  aganut 
a  vvdatiOB  of  them  from  any  quarter ;  or,  if  they 
cannot  ptoteot,  they  are  bound  to  repay  the  damage. 

h  is  a  faec  aadieiMicated  to  tiiis  House  by  ecaa- 
■Micationa  firom  the  Exneutive,  that  there  are 
mgnlationB  established  by  seme  European  nations, 
an— rary  to  the  Law  w  Nations,  by  whieh  otv 
ptopeity  is  seized  and  disposed  of  in  such  a  way 
that  daoaagea  hare  aecRMd.  We  are  bound  either 
l»  obtain  iqpanlion  Sat  dia  inja^ec^  of  coBpen- 


sate  the  damage.  It  is  only  in  the  first  instance, 
no  doubt,  that  the  burden  is  to  be  thrown  upon  thb 
United  States.  The  wopo:  Department  of  Go- 
vernment wilLno  doubt,  take  proper  steps  to  0^ 
tain  redress.  The  justice  of  foreign  naUons  will 
certainly  not  permit  them  to  deny  reparation  when 
the  Ineach  «  the  Law  of  Nations  appear  evi- 
dentiy;  at  any  rate,  it  is  just  that  the  individual 
should  not  suner.  He  boieved  the  amount  of  the 
damages  that  would  come  within  the  meaning  of 
this  resolution,  would  not  be  very  coosiderable. 

Mr.  M.*B  resolutitms  being  seconded,  were  pre- 
sented and  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  W.  SiuTH  rose  to  make  some  remarks  on 
the  observations  of  Mr.  Madibon.  when  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  Fitzbihonb,  that  the  Commit- 
tee should  rise,  and  repwt  progress,  and  that  the 
House  should  give  order  tor  printing  the  reso- 
lutions. 

After  some  farther  remarks  by  two  or  three 
members,  Mr.  Manaon  said  he  had  no  wish  to 
prechiitate  the  discussion ;  he  was  content  that 
the  Committee  should  now  rue,  and  that  a  future 
earlr  day  should  be  assigned. 

The  motion  for  the  Coinmittee's  rising 
pat  was  agreed  to.   The  Conunittee  rose  aeec 
mgly,  and  reported  progress. 

A  question  then  occurred  as  to  Uie  day  on  which 
the  business  should  be  taken  into  consideration. 
Next  Monday  vras  mrationed. 

Mr.  Ahbs  proposed  next  Monday  we^  He 
observed  that  the  resolutiois  involved  the  great- 
est interests  of  this  country ;  that,  for  himself^  he 
could  not  possiUy  be  prepared  to  discuss  the  sub- 
ject  by  Monday  next.  The  Report  of  the  Secre* 
tarv  was  incomplete;  a  supiriementary  Report 
had  been  received  frmn  that  officer,  whith  had 
not  -rex  been  printed,  and  he  betiered  that  the 
meinbm  were  not  possessed  <tf  a  knowledge  of  ito 
eoBtentt;  he  could  speak  fiir  himself  at  least  He 
farther  remarked,  that  the  subject  required  Ae 
most  mature  dcliberation  of  the  House.  Sudden 
and  "kaatf  decisitms  might  be  followed  with  Ae 
most  serious  efieets;  they  might  involve  the  sop 
orifice  of  the  essential  interests^  or  the  honor  of  Aa 
United  States. 

Mr.  MAOtaoN  said,  he  saw  no  necessity  for  a 
very  distant  day ;  the  subject  was  not  a  new  one ; 
it  existed  |»evious  to  the  present  Oovemment ;  it 
had  been  repeatedly  before  the  Legidature  of  the 
United  States ;  it  nad  been  amidy  diUted  on  in 
reports  and  public  dis&ertations;  he  did  not  con- 
ceive there  was  a  single  proposition  contained  in 
the  resolutions  which  had  not  been  repeatedly  re- 
volved in  the  minds  of  every  member  01  the 
House.  He  supposed  an  early  discussion  would 
be  the  most  eligible,  as  the  members  wouM,  as  it 
proceeded,  natumlly  throw  ligltt  upon  iL 

Mr.  W.  Smith  was  in  favor  of  Monday  week. 
He  supposed  that  many  documaits  would  be 
wanted  by  the  members,  ii4iich  were  not  now  in 
the  possession  of  the  House.  Beside^  he  ob- 
served that,  as  soon  as  the  present  question  was 
got  rid  of,  he  should  lay  before  tiie  Hotise  snadrr 
resolnticms  respecting  fore^  ttHinage,  which 
would  naturally  eonneet  tiiemselm  with  dte  ra- 
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arivtUMB  broug^  fonrard  by  th*  mnnbcr  from 
Yimnia. 

Mr.  NioBoua  waB  in  ftror  of  Wednesdajr.  He 
wi^d  for  «n  tmsVj  discusaioD.  He  tbou^t  the 
«ab)eet  would  receive  more  light  from  the  puUic 
4efaber»tioii8  of  the  membeni  themselvea,  tmxk  it 
woold  dcoive  from  their  stndies  in  their  cham- 
Vbts  ;  the  disouBsion  will  be  interesting ;  it  cannM 
be  hurried,  and  do  ladden  decision  need  be  anti- 
cipeted  from  as  early  a  day  as  Wedoesday. 

Sir.  MtJBBAT  was  in  faror  of  Monday  week. 
He  difi^ed  from  the  gentleman  last  up,  that  a 
public  collision  on  this  or  any  other  subject,  was 
the  most  probaUe  way  to  strike  out  the  truth. 
The  cakn  and  di^MUsionate  eon8iderati<Hi  of  pro- 
poaitioM  at  leifore,  appeared  to  him  more  likdy 
tobetmeiwadedbr  ftjwtudaoaaddccisiea.  He 
wished  for  more  time  than  some  jantlemen  8|^* 
peared  wiUing  to  allow. 

Mr.  S.  Smitb  was  in  ftror  of  Monday  week. 
Re  ennmerated  a  number  of  documents  which  he 
thought  would  be  fooud  aeoesaary  to  enaUe  the 
nMffllMrs  to  judge  with  preoi»oo.  He  ooDKidered 
the  subject  as  highly  important  to  hb  eonsthn- 
aat^  OB  which  too  much  d^benition  could 
aareidy  be  bestowed.  It  refers  to  taxes  and  uew 
impositions  on  trade,  the  expediency  of  which 
Mght  to  be  mstureij  considered.  Toe  oMect  of 
the'proposftions  are  evidently  a  oommercuu  war- 
fare ;  this  is  commonly  utrodtiettre  of  another 
raecies  of  coatest— a  very  serious  coamderation. 
The  geatteraaa  who  tffouj^t  forward  the  reaotu- 
tioos,  twd  probaUy  matared  hU  ideas  on  die  sab- 
jwt  Far  his  part,  he  had  not;  to  leqnired  more 
time. 

The  motion  fox  Monday  week  faaiag  put,  was 
carried  by  a  tu'ge  majority. 

Oi^ered,  That  Ae  SeereCary  <f  the  Treaaory 
tfepcvt  to  tms  House  «  CMnpantm  Tiew  of  die 
tonnage  emfdojed  in  the  trade  between  the  Uait- 
«d  States  uid  roieign  countries,  fcv  the  years  1790, 
1791,  and  1793 ;  also,  that  he  report  the  actual  ton- 
■age  of  vessels  of  the  United  States,  emj^oyed  in 
OBe  year,  between  the  United  StaCes  and  roreign 
«0UDtriM. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Conmittee  of 
dw  Wlurie  Honse  «i  the  bill  pMviding  for  de- 
Btroyad  certiicatai  of  oertaiu  descriptions ;  and, 
after  some  time  s^eox  therein,  the  Cmnmbtee  rose, 
aad  had  leaiFe  to  ut  again. 


Moif DAT,  Janaary  6. 

Jahes  Oillbspie,  from  North  Carolina,  ap- 
pearedjproduced  his  credentials,  and  took  his  seat 
m  the  House. 

PAT  OF  SDlneESRB. 

Ti*.^°"Jf  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  completing  and 
bettw  sapportiag  the  Military  EstabU^ent  of 
the  Uuted  States.   The  bill  being  read, 

On  the  elanse  of  the  bill  for  augmenting  the  pay 
^the  aoldieis  from  three  to  four  wiUars  per  month, 
Mr.  tovmpropoaed  an  addition  of  » fifth  doUai^ 


which  seemed  to  mieet  die  unanimoai  Mind  bf  ifce 
members ;  but  lAr.  Glabk  thought  this  last  aqy- 
mentation  too  great  They  mi^t,  in  this  way  of 
jmiceeding,  raise  the  pay  in  time  to  ten  dotian  a 
month. 

Mr.  SooTT  was  of  opinim  that  there  was  no 
just  proportion  between  the  wages  of  ordinary 
labor  and  that  ef  military  service.  He  could  not 
hire  a  workman,  who  was  to  sleep  at  peace  in  his 
bed,  and  to  dine  at  a  good  table,  for  the  pay  that 
Was  given  to  a  soldier  for  enduring  the  mrrdslitjK 
of  his  dangerous  profession.  An  aogmentation  of 
their  pay  would  natter  the  troops.  It  would  pot 
them  In  good  humor  \  and  thercibra  he  hoped  uuit 
the  five  dollars  would  be  canicd  throngk  the 
House. 

Mr.  SaiLU  said,  diat:  the  ezprase  of  UriBg  Iwt 
beeu  coHdMabty  raiaed  in  every  part  or  the 
United  Btttes.  The  pay  thewMien  ou^  ia 
common  justice,  to  be  adrancedia  an  e«M  d** 
gvee  widi  that  of  die  other  persons  employed  m 
the  aorviee  of  the  State.  CoogFesB  had  ulety  le- 
eeived  a  petition  from  some  gendemen  em{doyed 
is  the  public  offices  of  Philadelphia.  The  officeta 
of  the  Army  had  been  talkih^  of  a  similar  nebaa- 
sity  of  an  advance  in  thar  pay.  The  United 
States  ought  to  pay  we)L  th^  they  might  olrtaiB 
^Dod  men.  Many  recruits  bad,  upon  late  oooap- 
sions,  enlisted,  and  several  (tf  them  in  Philadelphia, 
who  never  should  have  beeb  admitted  into  tW 
Milttarr  Establishment  of  any  naritHi  wbatenr. 

Mr.  WAnswoBTB  did  not  see  any  reaaon  for  the 
proposed  additional  dollar  p»  mon^.  If  he  had 
dionght  it  neeessary,  he  saoald  hare  been  very 
ready  to  aientiDn  it.  In  tlie  Statas  aorth  of  Pentf> 
sylvaaia,  the  wagee  of  a  commoa  kboitr  were 
not)  apoo  the  whMe,  superior  io  dioee  ef  a  eona- 
noB  soldier.  It  had  been  aUcged  that,  by  aag>- 
mentiag  thepey  of  the  treims,  we  shonkl  get 
ter  mea.  This  was  a  doetrme  whioh  he,  for  oaa^ 
did  not  midentaud.  The  pnseat  Western  Army 
were  as  good  troops  as  erer  went  into  the  field, 
and  much  better  than  the  kjte  Contineatal  Army. 
Men  of  a  sober  charactee  did  not  and  would  not 
enlist.  Recruits  might  have  very  good  mor^ 
and  it  was  certain  that  m»y  hoaest  mea  did  not 
love  labor.  Curiosity,  levity,  the  heat  of  youth, 
and  other  very  ezcusaUe  motives,  sent  people  to 
the  Army ;  but  it  never  was,  nor  ever  will  be,  the 
{dace  where  a  thoughtful  and  industrious  prrraia 
maa  woold  be  ambitious  to  exert  his  talents.  For 
this  reason,  he  was  eonvinced  that  to  enkrga  tlM 
pay  would  attswer  no  good  purbose.  As  to  tba 
militia,  who  wen^  many  of  them,  substantial 
peopie.  it  was  in  vam  to  unagine  that  tbey  would 
fulffl  the  cad  of  IA  Army  in  the  Indian  war.  Ther 
bad  bem  tried,  and  the  eapdriment  had  failem 
He  again  adverted  to  the  iatpoesibility  of  supply^ 
ing  the  ranks  with  recruits  above  the  most  oim* 
nanr  olaaaes  Of  life.  He  never  had  seen  aa  Army, 
saea  as  it  was  believed  that  the  additional  dc^lax 
would  assemble,  and  he  despaired  ever  to  see  audi 
aaAnay.  Therewas^however,an  act  of  bouaiy, 
which  m^t  be  of  infinite  serrito  to  the  tmi^aL 
and  which  he  should  tafcealbtare  opportunity  dr 
aoriag^  He  lefmdteapivviiisiiiocthewidom 
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wA  ^dnn  of  auob  »ot<Uen  u  dtoald  bippn  to 

lose  tlwir  lires  m  tlM  «eryice. 

Mr.  BosBWfiT  tni,  that  be  akoald  be  lenr  sorrjr 
to  recommend  the  augmeotaUon,  if  he  tftotwht 
that  it  tvould  uidiiea  farmers,  and  sober,  incRis- 
trions  people  to  quit  their  fimOies  nkl  professions 
in  exchange  for  a  military  hie.  Ttaa,  be  thought, 
would  iooeed  be  a  very  alarming  c<»isaiiuenc«, 
vady  did  he  apprehend  he  sbouM  imdo«bcedly 
Qppcwe  the  intended  increase.  He  bad  mo  sf^re- 
faeiiaioag  of  that  kind.  Anutiea  would,  be  m  a 
Terr  bad  sitnatioa,  indeed,  if  aa  additional  pay  of 
twelre  ddlws  «  year  ecmld  biibe.  a  fiunUer  or 
qiana&ecoier  to  enlitt  He  ihoiiUl  loi^  rezy 
atranse  at  any  of  his  neighbors  -wko  should  tm 
Urn  that  tbay  ba4  embnciad  svoh  an  vSts, 
stcad  of  augmenting  the  pay,  perhaps  it  vas  better 
to  add  something  to  the  rations;  those,  for  ex- 
ample, of  salt  and  fiour.  He  thought  it  safest  to 
agree  to  the  four  dollars,  because  u  they  voted  for 
Irre,  the  bill  would  probably  be  thrown  out  of  the 
other  Hoase ;  and  thus,  by  grasping  at  too  mn^. 
the  movers  of  the  amendmMt  woiud  losa  the  bill 
aito^tber.  Originally,  troope  had  been  rused  for 
less  than  two  dollars  per  month.  The  pay  had 
since  been  augmented  to  three,  asd  was  now  on 
the  way  of  being  raised  to  four.  He  wished  to 
make  its  advances  gradual.  If  we  looked  at  the 
litmtioBS  (rf*  other  countries,  and  contemplated  the 
rtate  of  their  finaooes,  we  should  be  ctrnviooed  tl^t 
America  paid  her  troops  aa  well  in  proportiqa  to 
lur  ability  as  any  oth«r  jwople  in  the  wwld,  uid 
tut  ber  soldiers  had  no  right  to  complain. 

Mr.  MpicraoJURT  spoke  a  few  words  in.  &Tor 
of  an  advance  to  five  oollais. 

Mr.  Scott  saidi  that  Pennsylvania  ha^  some^ 
time  ago  raised  a  few  companies  of  sUdiers  jfot 
her  frontier  service,  and  given  them  two  pounds 
ten  shillings  currency  per  month,  whi^h  was  equal 
to  six  dollars  and  two-thirds  In  eooseqaence  U 
this,  the  companies  had  been  filled  with  some -of 
the  most  respectable  kind  of  people  in  the  country. , 
They  were  quite  of  a  different  (uass  from  the  r^* 
emits  raised  for  the  Western  Army.  He  wished 
to  try  the  five  dollars.  This  superior  pay  was  re- 
ported to  have  hurt  the  Continental  recruiting 
•ervtee.  He  thought  it  very  ponible  tl^at  suon 
had  been  the  eaaa.  If  Gofeniment  give  thejico- 
po6«d  five  dollars,  the  Ctmtinental  Army  might, 
perhaps,  get  all  the  levies  whielf  it  wanted  mm. 
these  very  companies. 

Mr.  Hdmteh  would  have  vo^  f<»  six  dollars. 

Mr.  bsATTT  saic^  that  he  was  fov  givrng  five 
dollar^  from  a  cravv^tion  that  i(  waa  mgamtft  for 
the  service. 

Mr.  Shilie  was  decidedly  for  the  additioaal 
augmentatira.  The  recruits,  be  said,  wl^  had 
been  raised  in  this  city  were  sad  fellows,  and  not 
fit  to  be  trusted.  Better  pay  would  bring  forward 
better  men. 

Mr.  Smith  said  that,  as  to,  the  rate  of  labor, 
good  men  were  hired  to  work  in  Vermont  for 
eighteen  pounds  a  year,  which  is  equal  to  four 
dollars  per  month,  and  out  of  that  tbey  find  thair 
own  elo^qs..  He  thought  it  a  very  dangecoBs 
plu  to  raise  the  wages  of  wddiert  at  thi*  tina, 
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wlken  everv  artiele  waa  above  its  aatoral  price; 
because,  when  thiags  letom  to  their  M  Isvd.  it 
would  be  impossttile  to  reduce  tlkeir  wag^  The 

people  of  Europe  had,  by  tbeir  wars,  increased 
the  demand  for  the  ]H-odnce  of  our  &nas,  and  this 
had  raised  the  vrages  of  labor.  The  members  of 
Congress  had  six  dcdlsrs  per  day,  and  it  would  be 
no  easy  matter  to  alter  ti^  which  he  seemed  t* 
hint  might  not  be  quite  improper.  He  thought 
that  hi^  pay  wooU  oolv  serve  to  make  tbe  sol- 
diers get  luunk.  It  would  be  much  better  to  ghre 
them  soDM  snbrtaatlal  gmtification  at  ^e  end  of 
the  serriea. 

Mr.  Wadsvqbvb  said  diat  die  Army,  in  getting' 
four  diirflars,  got  flkntf,  and  he  detpaind  of  Meiag 
five  doUan  pass  through  that  Hoaae;  but,  were 
they  to  vote  twenty  doUars,  they  never  would  ba 
able  to  enlist  that  class  of  men  whom  it  was  a- 
peeted  Ave  doUus  would  coUect.  Ameibberbad 
meatioaedj  as  a  proof  of  tha  possibility  of  enlisting 
the  pons  of  fiumers,  the  instance  of  a  party  in  one 
of  the  New  finglaad  States,  wbo  had  formed 
themselves  into  a  military  body,  and  had  gon* 
westward  in  quest  ol  a  settlement,  but  were  «ut 
to  pieces  by  the  Indiaas.  He  knew  this  and  b* 
had  likewise  heard  of  others  who  bad  since  gone 
from  the  same  auarter,aiul  wpaa  the  samc  enaad. 
He  bad  inq«^ea  about  their  cfaomotetB,  and  had 
fouBfL  just  as  he  had  ei^eoted,  that  mey  ware 
very  booest,  good  sort  of  peopl^  bat  somewhat  at 
a  rambling  duqitositiw,  aod  not  leniaTkaUy  mdw- 
trious.  As  to  tbe  notion  of  enlistiDg  meiLaad  at- 
taching them  to  their  eountrv,  by  five  dollars  a 
month,  it  would  not  do.  Tt^e  oU  Continental 
Army  were  very  good  soldiers,  but  certainly  som* 
of  them  did  not  fight  for  the  sake  of  their  country, 
since  they  deserted  by  scores.  They  were,  how- 
ever, brought  back,  and  fomAt  very  wdl.  Tbeir 
reasons  for  deserting,  he  dia  Qot  pretend  tb  know; 
but  this  he  knew,  3iat  they  were  veij  idle  and 
very  worthless  fellows,  whicn  did  uot  hinder  them 
from  doing  their  duty.  Mr.  W.  added,  that  it  was 
a  mistake  to  propose  triving:  five  dollars  a  month 
for  fear  that  we  should  not  oe  able  to  get  recruits. 
In  a  short  time  our  communication  by  sea  would 
be  cut  off.  We  would  likewiw  bepE^veated  fmm 
emigrationB  into  the  baekconntiy.  Recruits  would 
then  be  had  in  the  greatest  abundance  for  four  * 
dollars  a  month,  a*  great  numbers  of  people  would 
then  be  thrown  out  of  employment,  and  enlist  for 
want  of  it 

The  amendment  to  tbe  bill,  of  adding  two  dOl- ' 
lars  instead  ofone,  was  reiected. 

Mf .  CtABK  then  move%  as  an  amendment  of 
the  bill,  that  that  there  ^ould  be  an  addition  Dt 
four  ounces  of  bread  or  flouT}  and  four  oiuces  of 
meat  to  each  ration. 

Mr.  Haktley  was  for  augmenting  the  rations. 
He  knew  that  they  were  too  small.  In  cultivated 
counties  they  might  dot  but .  aojt  in  the  baok 
woods,  where  vegetiU)]^  were  net  ta  be  ha4> 

Mr.  yiAmiwoKTH  veaa  caanaeed  that  tba  mn 
tioBs  were  suAeMftti  uafasae  oo  a  maaeh.  He  spslNh 
he  aaid,  bom  eKparinr  a, 

Mr.  QoMa  had  been  fiaqiiently  mfiHmed  bf 
•fficen  in  the  Amay^  ihM  Aa'iatioM  wata  all  da- 


Digitized  by  Google 


msTOvr  OF  c(»f6fiKsSi 


i94 


H.wH.3 


Flag  0^  the  United  States. 


[Jahdakt,  1794. 


jfeetiTe.  In  the  back  woods,  the  soldien  bad  been 
oAen  tedaced  to  suob  distiess  for  want  of  veceta- 
Hta,  as  to  go  m  Bearek  of  aemis  to  np^y  weir 
place. 

>  Mr.  Frrzsuf  ONa  said,  that  he  had  been  infonned 
that  the  jwineipal  objeetiMi  to  Ae  rationi  was  the 
inferifflT  qualitf  of  we  meat,  and  that  this  an»e 
ftom  the  leanness  of  the  eatue,  as  being  exhansted 
by  hard  driring.  bntead,  therefore,  m  a  rMular 
uerease,  it  mi^t  perhaps  be  b«Rer  to  prorioe  for 
«eeidentol  eontmgencies. 

Mr.  Murrat  moved,  and  hk  motion  was  se- 
conded, to  amend  the  amendment  by  strikxog  out 
Che  words,  and  '*  four  ounces  of  meat." 

Mr.  3hiiv  said,  that  an  aid-dfroamp,  who  was 
hia  Klatioo,  and  now  serving  in  the  Army,  had 
wrote  bin  that  they  were  itut  now  welt  fea,  well 
clothed,  in  good  health,  and  as  good  spirits  as  an 
Army  bad  ever  enjoyed.  The  reason  of  the  com- 
HMKI  rations  of  proTuions  fUling  in  a  march,  was 
owing  to  the  waste  in  cooking.  The  amendment 
of  Mr.  CunK,  and  the  additional  amndment  of 
Mr.  MuanAT,  were  both  withdrawn. 

The  C^ommittee  now  rose  and  lapurted  the 
amendment,  and  the  bill  and  amendment  were  or- 
dered t«  lie  M  the  table. 
.  Mt$9htd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
vaport  wbeuier  any,  and  what,  alteration  ought  to 
be  made  in  the  ratwn  now  allowed  to  the  troops 
of  the  United  States:  and  that  Mr.  Ibvinb,  Mr. 
t^uaaoRN,  and  Mr.  Hiistir,  be  the  said  eom- 
raittee. 

TuEsnAY,  January  7. 
The  following  Message  was  received  firom  the 
PtEsinEKT  OP  TBB  Uhitsd  Statbs  : 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senatt,  amd 

oftne  Houte  of  X^prtaeniatitetr 
I  lay  Mfon  joa  an  oflfioat  statonent  of  die  ezpandi- 
tare  to  th«  ond  of  the  year  one  thousand  eeven  hundred 
and  ninetj-thiee,  from  the  sum  of  t«n  thouMod  doUars, 
granted  to  defiay  the  contingeDt  ezpeuaee  of  Gorem- 
ment,  by  an  act  passed  on  the  twen^-eixth  of  Maidi, 
one  thousand  sereo  hundred  and  uinetr. 

G.  WASHDrOTON. 
Unm  Stavcs,  Januay  1,  ITM. 

The  said  Message  and  statement  were  read,  and 
(wdered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 
Another  Messwe  was  recetred  from  the  Prb- 

BIDBHT  OF  TBI  UHlTBn  BtATES  : 

Omttkmsm  of  tke  Senate,  and 

of  me  Smue  of  ReprmiUtUiM$t 
Expenenoe  has  shown  that  it  would  be  usefiil  to 
have  an  ofl^co-  partienlsily  durged,  under  the  diieciion 
of  the  De^tartment  of  War,  with  the  duties  of  leeerring, 
aafe-keei»ng,  and  distributing  the  public  rapplies,  in  th 
eases  in  wUcitthe  laws  and  the  course  of  serrioe  do  not 
devohre  them  upon  oAer  officers ;  and  also,  with  that 
of  snperintondhig,  in  aB  cases,  the  issues  in  detail  of 
sapfwes,  with  power  for  that  puneee  to  bring  to  ac- 
count wH  penons  intnuted  to  make  sadi  issues  in  rda- 
ttoe  thereto.  Aa  estabUshMet  of  this  natore,  by  se- 
cohig  a  regular  and  ponemal  aeeeuatability  for  Ae 
issues  of  public  snp[^,  would  be  a  fiaat  gnara  ag^ist 
abase,  weald  tnd  to  insmv  their  due  ^ppttmlion,  and 
to  gfcre  pnWir  salisfcftinn  en  ihrt  pait. 


I  Aereftire  neonuaand  to  the  ecmstdeiadon  of  Con* 
gress  the  expediency  of  an  eetdtUshmeat  of  ttiis  na- 
taie^ nndar svdiiegnlations  as  shall  apaisr  to  Asm 
advMila. 

O.  WA8HIN0T0N. 
ITHiTia  8VATBS,  Jmmarjf  7,  1794» 

The  said  Message  was  read,  and  ordoed  to  lie 
OB  the  taUe. 

Beaohed,  That  it  be  an  instnutim  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  tm  Thursday  last,  on  the  snljaet 
of  the  A^rinecommunicati(ms,  that  they  prepare 
and  report  to  the  House  an  estimate  of  the  ex- 
pense that  will  be  reqaistte  to  jdace  the  prineipal 
seaports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States  in  a 
state  of  defence. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  of  the  sums  necessary  to  be  appro- 
priated for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  himdred  and  ninety-four,  vrhicb  was  made 
on  the  twenty-third  ultimo,  be  committed  to  a 
Cmamittee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Thursday 
next. 

Mr.  Trumbdll,  from  the  committee  apixHnted 
to  prepare  and  report  such  Standing  Rnles  and 
Orders  of  proceed mg  as  are  proper  to  be  observed 
in  this  Hmue,  made  a  report ;  wUeh  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  fUde. 

FLAG  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "  An  act  making  an  alteration  in  the  FUg 
of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  CJooDBUE  thought  it  a  trifling  business, 
which  ought  not  to  en^oss  the  attention  of  the 
House,  when  it  was  their  duty  to  discuss  matters 
of  infinitely  greater  consequence.  If  we  are  to 
alter  the  Flag  from  thirteen  to  fifteen  stripes,  with 
two  additional  stars,  because  Vermont  and  Ken- 
tucky have  been  added,  we  may  go  on  adding  and 
altenng  at  this  rate  for  one  hundred  years  to  come. 
It  is  very  likdy,  before  fifteen  years  eUpse,  we 
shall  consist  of  twenty  States.  The  Flag  oqgbt 
to  be  permanent 

Mr.  Ltman  was  of  a  diShrent  oinniim.  He 
thought  it  of  the  greatest  eonaeqnence  not  to  of- 
fend the  new  States. 

Mr.  Tbatchrr  ridiculed  the  idea  of  being  at  so 
much  trouble,  as  a  consummate  specimen  fri- 
volity. At  this  rate,  every  State  should  alter  its , 
public  seal  when  an  additional  county  or  town- 
ship was  formed.  He  was  sorry  to  see  (he  House 
take  up  their  time  with  such  tnfles. 

Mr.  GhiKHDp  considered  it  of  very  great  conse- 
quence to  inform  the  rest  of  the  world  that  we  had 
now  two  additional  States. 

Mr.  NiLES  was  very  sorry  that  such  a  matter 
should  even  for  a  moment  have  hindered  the 
House  from  fsmng  into  more  important  affairs. 
He  did  not  thmk  ute  alteration  either  worth  the 
trouUe  of  adopting  or  rejecting;  but  he  supposed 
that  the  shiatest  way  to  get  rid  of  it  was  to  agree 
to  it,  and  for  that  reason^  and  no  other,  he  advised 
to  pass  it  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Committee  agreed  to  it,  and  the  Chaimun 
reported  the  UU.  The  Mouse  then  took  it  up. 
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iSi.  BoDDiNOT  thought  it  of  COD  sequence  to 
keep  the  citizens  of  l^nnont  and  Kentucky  in 
^rood  humor.  They  might  be  afiYonted  at  our  re- 
jecting the  bill. 

Mr.  GoooBDB  said,  he  felt  for  the  honor  of  the 
House,  when  spending  their  time  on  snch  sort  of 
business.  But,  since  it  must  be  passed,  he  had 
only  to  b^  this  faror,  that  it  might  not  appear 
vpim  the  joomals,  and  go  into  the  world  as  the 
first  (^the  lulls  passed  this  session. 

Mr.  Madibok  was  for  the  bill  passing. 

BCr.  Giles  thon^t  it  very  proper  that  the  idea 
•honld  be  pareserTM  of  the  number  of  our  States, 
and  the  number  of  stripes  corr^pondiog.  The 
expense  was  but  trifling,  compared  with  that  of 
forming  the  GoTemment  of  a  new  State. 

Mr.S  MiTB  said,  that  this  alteration  would  cost ' 
him  fire  hundred  dollars  and  erery  ressel  in  the 
Union  sixty.  He  could  not  conceire  wlutt  the 
Senate  meant  by  sending  them  such  bUls.  He 
supposed  that  it  must  be  for  want  of  something 
bciter  to  da  He  should  indulge  them,  but  let  us 
haTe  no  more  alterations  of  this  sorL  Let  the 
Flag  be  permanent. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time 
to-mOTiow. 

A  motion  was  then  mAde  for  poUidbiag  the 
KM^tions  of  the  House  c(mceming  the  A^rine 
bosinesa. ' 

iSx.  Wad8worth  recommended  publicity.  He 
said  that  their  talking  so  much  about  secrecy 
made  the  world  believe  they  really  had  a  secret 
wlien  in  &ct  they  had  none.  It  reminded  him  of 
a  story  in  the  last  war.  They  intended  a  secret 
expedition  into  Canada ;  but  unluckily  they  let  a 
clergyman  mto  the  story,  and  he  next  Sunday 
offered  up  his  prayers  from  thepulpit  for  its  suc- 
teae.  which  put  an  end  to  it.  The  House  agreed 
to  the  publication  of  the  resolutions. 

I^aolved,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  im- 
posed by  the  House,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  reso- 
mtioas  agreed  to  on  Thursday  last,  on  the  subject 
of  Uie  ccmfidential  communications  from  the  Pbs- 
BiDnrr,  respecting  the  measures  which  hare  been 
porsaed  for  obtaining  a  recognition  cmT  the  Treaty 
between  the  United  states  and  Moroceo,  and  for 
the  ransom  of  prisoner^  and  estaUishment  of  peace 
with  the  Algerine^  be  remoTed,  and  that  the  said 
re8oluti(»is  be  published. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  se- 
lect such  parts  of  the  pRisinBiiT's  Communica- 
tuma,  respecting  the  R^ency  of  A^crs,  as  his 
Letter,  accompanying  said  CommunicatiaoL  sug- 

Ssts  it  would  be  proper  to  keep  secret]  and  that 
^  report  the  same  to  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
premre  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  regulating  Pilots  in 
the  Day  and  rirer  Delaware,  and  for  the  establish- 
vueat  and  siq>jfK>rt  of  light-houses^beacons,  buoys, 
and  poUic  jners;  and  that  Mr.  Willum  Sbuth, 
Mj-.  F1TZSIMOK8,  and  Mr.  HiLLBOuss,be  (he  said 
eonuniitee. 

WinN>8DAT,  January  8. 
The  IhH  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
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making  an  alteration  in  the  Flag  d  the  United 
States,^  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  B.  BooBNE  moved  that  it  should  he  refers 
red  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  W1.TT8  seconded  the  motion.  He  said  his 
object  was,  to  have  a  clause  added  to  estabK^  the 
Flag  of  the  United  States,  so  that  in  case  of  new 
accessions  to  the  Union,  future  applications  for 
alteratims  may  be  nreduded;  he  added,  that  he 
supposed  the  title  of  the  bill,  should  Ae  amend- 
ment he  proposed  take  plaoe,  oiufat  to  be  a  biH  to 
atdbIM,  the  Flag  of  the  UpiteiTStates. 

The  motion  for  a  reference  to  a  select  commit-' 
tee  being  put,  was  negatived— 49  to  39. 

Bfr.  W.  then  moved  that  the  bill  should  be  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  of  the  Wkol^  for 
the  purpose  of  introducing  a  clause  to  fix,  f«  ever, 
the  Flag  irf'the  United  States.  This  motiM  wis 
losu 

And,  on  the  qnesttcm  that  the  hiH  do  pass,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  60,  nays  43,  as 

jbUows: 

TBAS.-^unfls  Armstrong,  Tbeodonis  Bailey,  Alva* 
ham  BaMwin,  Thomas  Blonnt,  Thomas  P.  Games, 
Oabrid  Cbostia,  T^oMs  Cla&ome,  WiHiam  J.  Daw- 
sm,  HfliUT  Dearbtmi,  Osofga  Dent,  Samnsl  Ontsr, 
WiDiam  ^ndby,  WBUam  B.  Gfles,  CfarblMlierOTCen- 
np,  Samufll Griffin,  William  BajrryGiovs,  Qeatge  Han- 
cod,  Carter  B.  Hanison,  Thomas  Hartley,  John  Haad^ 
Daniel  Heiater,  John  Hunter,  WiUiwn  Irriae,  WitttaaK 
Lyman,  Nathaniri  Msom,  Jsmes  Madison,  Jssa|ih 
M'Dowell,  Williain  Mraitgomery,  Andrew  Moon,  Pster 
Mohlenborg,  William  Vans  MiizTay»  Anthony  New» 
Jdm  Niches,  Nallianid  Nilss,  Alaxaiidsr  D.  Orr,  Jo- 
aiah  Parker,  Andrew  Piduh  IVsnds  Pnston.  Robrnt 
Rutherfbrd,  Thomas  Soott,  J(rfm  An0i«^  Imti  Smitfi, 
Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  TredweQ,  PhiKp  Yon  Coii- 
landt,  Abraham  Yenable,  Frauds  Walker,  Baiijaniia 
Wil^ms,  Bidbsrd  Winn,  and  Joaeph  Winston. 

Nats. — Fisher  Ames,  John  Beat^,  Eliaa  Bondinot, 
Shearjadiub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bomne,  Lambert  Cad- 
walsaer,  Abraham  Claifc,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin, 
Joshua  Coit,  Isaac  Coles,  Thomas  Fitasbnoiis,  Uriah 
Poneat,  Divicfat  FosIm-,  EsdcM  CKIbait,  JsmMCHOsi^ 
NiiAolas  ^hnan,  Henry  Gbon,  Bsnjamin  OooAne^ 
James  HiIDunue,  Samuel  Hohen,  Anuwa  Lsaraed, 
Ridiard  Bland  Lee,  Matbew  Locke,  Frsnds  Mslhone» 
Alsxander  Mebsne,  JosejA  NsviDe,  J(^  8.  ShsriMnn^ 
Jeremish  Smith,  Thnaas  Bfria,  Zej^bwiah  Svrift,  Si- 
las Talbot,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah  Trat^,  JenaUwn 
Tromboll,  John  B.  Van  Allen,  Peter  Van  Gassbeek, 
Pekg  Wsdsworth,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  ArVimas 
Ward,  John  Watts,  and  Paine  Wingate. 

Mr.  Ibvirb,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
report  whe^er  any,  and  whatmlteraticHi  ooght  fo 
be  made  in  the  ration  now  allowed  to  the  troops 
of  the  United  States  made  a  report}  wUch  wna 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tne  House  again  reserved  itself  Into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  wLole  House  on  the  bill  providing 
for  destroyed  cert^ates  of  certain  descriptunaj 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chaiman 
Kepwted  that  the  Committee  had  again  had  the 
said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  several 
amendments  thereto. 

Ordered.  That  the  said  bill,  vith  the  ameBd- 
menli^  db  lie  <»  the  table. 


Digitized  by 


H.orR.]  MUitary  EatablMmeHt—^Hmatet     Appropriation*.         [Jandart,  17M. 


Thubsdat,  Jsnnarf  0. 
MILITAKT  ESTABLISHMENT. 

It  WM  then  moTed,  diat  the  House  proceed  to 
eonnder  the  bill,  ibr  the  better  sapport  of  the  Mili- 
twry  Kimihliwhment  of  the  United  Statee.  Agreed 
to. 

The  Clerk  then  read  an  amendment  agread  to 
hf  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse,  as  to  grant- 

iag  years  of  half'pajr  to  the  widows  andor- 

plwns  of  such  Boldien  ao  die  in  the  serviee  oi  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Beatty  then  moved  a  second  amendment, 
which  was,  in  substance,  that  an  addition  to  the 
pay  at  present  given  to  tlie  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers and  si^iers,  that,  for  those  hereafter  eoltBted, 
a  certain  sum  per  month  shall  be  allowed,  and 
reserved,  and  be  given  to  him  at  the  time  of  his  dis- 
ehaig*  i  and  if  he  dies,  before  the  end  of  his  serrioe, 
the  money  shall  be  paid  to  his  representatives. 
Mr.  B.  also  wished  thu  gratuity  to  be  unalienar 
Uet  that  a  non-commbaioned  officer  or  soldier 
might  not  be  tempted  to  dispoie  of  it  beforehand, 
foricpB  than  it»  value,  and  tMtehy  diMiqpoint  the 
boMvoleat  design  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Waovworth  [voposed  toadd,a»anamead- 
nant,  th*  word  o^esrr,  before  the.  words  '*noa- 
cwmifiioacd  aSbeen  aad  soldiers."  He  said,  that 
th»  officers  were  more  depressed  than  iht  soldlm, 
whiefa  was  known  to  the  whole  country. 

Mr.  Bmrsi  could  not  consent  to  thb  amend- 
raeat,  without  better  information  tfaaii  any  which 
he  yet  bad. 

nr.  Scott  said,  that  he  could  not  believe  thtit 
the  officers  of  the  Army  were  ia  a  state  of  de- 
pression. Hej  at  this  time,  could  mention  forty 
applications  for  military  commissious.  There 
were  creat  numbers  of  country  gentlemen  who 
woida  he  glad  to  gat  then.  It  was  the  private 
mm  wiho  w«nt^  ancovnigcntcat. 

Mr.  Sji iLtB  draoi^  that  the  amoDdmsnt  of  Mr. 
WiMwoaTB,  t^m  the  amandneat  of  Mr.  BaAT- 
T¥,  «ame  in  awkwardly  in  this  place  Ho  was 
friendly  to  the-  gonial  ideai^  but  didiked  the 
nada. 

Bfr.  BeoomoT  moved  to  strike  out  the  wordr 
Aereo^  etUitted,  and  to  api^y  ^e  bounty  to  eve- 
ry noD-eommissiotted  c^cier  and  B<Hdier  in  die 
serrfee.  There  was  no  good  reason  for  such  a 
material  distincticm  between  the  old  soldiecs  and 
the  new  levies.  The  amendment  would  then 
meethii  wnliea. 

Mr.  WAiMWoami  withdrow  his  amokdmcat 
upon  die  amendment,  and  die  original  am«td- 
meai  of  Mr.  Watts,  widk  dw  bill,  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  mid  bill,  with  the  amend- 
maat,  be  re-eommitted  to  Mma,  Bbattv,  Ibtiiib, 

JSBBMUB  WAMwoaTB,  DlUOOBH,  8Wl  VaM 

GaAaaDDK. 

The  House  proceeded  to  c<»uider  the  amend- 
ments reported  yesterdav  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  to  the  bill  providing  for  destroyed 
cenifieales  of  certain,  deaeriptioiis :  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  dke  said  hill,  with  the  amend- 


ments, be  re-ctnunitted  to  Messrs.  Chi^s,  Dn- 
TEB.  Shearjabbdb  Boubhe,  Leb,  and  Clark. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary, 
of  the  sums  necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  the 
service  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-four ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee 
bad  had  the  said  report  under  consideraUon,  and 
come  to  a  resolution  thereupon ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ruohedj  That  this  House  will,  to^aorrow, 

S:ain  resolve  itself  Into  a  Committee  of  the  Wht^e 
ouse  on  the  said  report 

Fbidat,  January  10. 
ESTIMATES  OF  APFROPRIATION&> 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  statements  and  estimates  of  appro- 
priations for  the  current  year,  1794. 

Mr.  QiLBS  suggested  several  reasons  for  se^- 
rating  the  items  and  the  estimate  oS  appropria- 
tions for  the  Civil  List,  and  for  discharging  the 
current  expenses  of  Qoverament,  from  the  ardcles 
designated  for  other  purposes.  He  moved  the 
House  to  take  up  the  resdudon  agreed  to  by  die 
Whole  House  yesterday,  and  make  it  di^  snhjeet 
of  a  separate  hiU. 

Mr.  MAoisoB  said,  Uiat  members  had  been  re- 
duced to  the  moat  serious  difficulties  by  the  delays 
in  the  paymoit  of  their  salaries.  The  Civil  List 
ought  always  to  have  a  ftmd  provided  for  it  in  the 
first  place,  because  it  was  a  mere  matter  of  form 
to  put  it  to  a  vote.  It  watt  otherwise  with  the 
Mintary  Sstabtishntent.  He  trusted,  that  wouU 
never  be  reduced  to  a  mere  form. 

Mr.  Nicholas  supported  the  motion  of  Mr. . 
Giles.  He  thon^t  that  the  House  should  imme- 
diately pass  a  bill  for  establishing  a  provision  for 
the  expenses  of  the  members  of  Congress.  It  was 
not  fair  to  suppose  that  every  gentleman  in  that 
House  came  to  town  with  as  much  money  in  his 
pocket  as  would  clear  his  expenses.  Why  put 
any  person  to  peeoniaiT  inconvenience  when  at  a 
distaniw  from  his  resomtm  9  The  aecomits  ought 
to  be  kept  distinct 

Mr.  FiTcsiMoiia  and  Mr.  Bodbhb  remarked, 
that  the  next  article  m  the  estimates  was  so  Uend- 
ed  with  the  prcce<Hng  that  Aey  must  be  compre- 
hended in  one. 

On  diis,  Mr.  Nicbouls  withdrew  his  second  to 
the  motion,  and  the  Houite  went  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Trombdll  in  the  CSiair. 

Mr.  BooniNOT  mofed  a  resolution  covering  the 
next  article  in  the  estimate.  The  item  providing 
for  the  Clerks  in  the  Loan  Offices,  bdng  objected 
to,  was  passed  over  for  the  present 

Mr.  QiLEs  then  moved,  that  the  Committee  do 
ntrw  rise.  The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
onoLAS,  and  supported  bv  Mr.  Madisoh. 

The  resolution  moved  bv  Mr.  Boodinot,  that 
$107,693  43,  be  approiviKtea  for  sundry  purposes, 
was  agreed  to.  The  Oommitlea  then  rose,  and 
the  House,  after  some  eonsidetation,  adored  the 
fescdndona 
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Mr.  Giles  then  moTed,thata  committee  should 
be  appointed,  ta  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  that 
purpose.  This  was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee 
named. 

Retolvedf  lliat,  for  the  expenditure  of  the  Civil 
List  of  the  United  Slates,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
aand  seres  hundred  and  ninety  four,  togetherwith 
the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  se- 
Teral  Departments,  and  offices  thereof,  there  be 
appropriated  the  several  sums  of  money  follow- 
ing, to  wit  : 

[Here  follows  an  enumeration  of  the  different 
kerns.] 

*The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  said  re- 
port ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chair- 
man reported  that  the  Committee  had  again  had 
the  said  report  under  ccmsidenition,  and  come  to  a, 
resolution  thereupon,  which  he  delivered  in  at 
the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  tjfice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

Rmdvedj  That^  for  making  good  deficiencies 
for  the  support  oi  the  Civil  List  Establishment ; 
for  aiding  the  Fund  appropriated  for  certain  offi- 
cers of  the  Court]  jurors,  and  witnesses;  for  the 
support  of  light-houses,  and  for  other  purposes, 
there  be  appropriated  the  several  sums  of  moniey 
following,  to  wit: 

niere  the  items  are  enumerated.3 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brougnt  in  ptir- 
suant  to  the  said  resolution,  and  the  resolation  for 
Uke  expenditure  of  the  Civil  List;  and  that  Mr, 
BoDDtMOT,  Mr.  Tbumbdll,  and  Mr.  Gillesfid, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  sam& 

Mr.  NicnoLAB,  from  die  committee  appointed 
10  select  such  parts  of  the  Phesident's  Commu- 
nications, respecting  the  Regency  <^  Algiers,  as 
his  JLetter,  accompanying  the  !»td  Communica- 
dcn^  ga^esta  it  would  be  proper  to  keep  secret, 
made  a  report;  which  was  reM,  and  ordered  to 
Uc  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  from  the  Pbesi- 
DBNT  OP  THB  UifiTEn  STATES,  of  the  7th  instant, 
respecting  the  appointment  of  an  officer  for  re- 
teiriug,  safe-lteepinf^  and  distributing,  the  public 
supplies,  und«r  the  oirection  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, which  lay  on  the  table^  be  referred  to  Mr. 
Haktlbv,  Beattv,  and  Mr.  Swift;  that  they 
do  examme  the  matter  thereof  and  report  the 
ame,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

FRBNCfi  BMKIBAMTS  FROM  8r.  OOMQfOO. 
Mr.  SaMittL  Sifmi,  from  the  committee  to 
was  referred  the  petition  of  William  Pat- 
MraoBj  Samuel  Bterrett,  and  Gostavus  Scott,  the 
eooMttittee  appointed  by  tfie  Legtshrttire  of  Mary- 
bMl  to  draw  and  distnbiite  tiie  moneys  granted 
by  that  State  for  the  rcdief  of  the  Preneh  emi- 
gtanla  ftom  the  Iriand  of  St.  Domingo,  made  a 
resort: 

Mr.  S.  Birrra  said,  that  thert  ner<r  was  amore 
•ohle  and .  prannt  disiday  of  the  most  exalted 
fediMik  than  had  been  enibited  on  this  occasion. 
Hb  fadsercd  tlwt  ffuh  a  scene  of  distress  had 
■erer  before  been  seen  la  America.  Three  thou- 
mmi  AuMvflft  liad  beai  «k  onw  hodrd,  «i Amu 


the  l^ast  previous  expectation  of  their  arrivaL 
The  whole  inhabitants  instantly  assembled,  and 
deputed  a  committee,  of  which  he  was  one,  to  go 
on  board  the  vessels,  and  examine  their  situation. 
Thirteen  thousand^  dollars  were  instantly  sub- 
scribed. Fifteen  hundred  of  these  people  wer^ 
quite  helpless;  three  hundred  and  fifty  of  them 
were  old  men,  or  women  without  their  husbands, 
or  children  without  their  parents.  Some  had 
credit,  and  some  had  not  Five  hundred  of  thepi 
had  been  sent  to  France  hy  the  Minister,  at  the 
expense 
eotmtry. 


e  oy 

expense  of  the  Republic;  the  rest  remain  in  this 


[It  was  then  moved,  that  the  report  of  the 
Hef  Committee  be  read  a  second  time;  which  be- 
ing done,  it  was  moved  that  this  report  be  taken 
up  by  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House.] 

Mr.  S.  Smith  was  for  proceeding  instantly  to 
decide  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Nicholas  hoped  that  the  motion  would  be 
deferred  to  another  day.  He  felt  a  difficulty  in 
this  matter,  because  it  was  entirely  new  to  him; 
he  had  not  yet  formed  his  mind  upon  it.  He 
suspected  that,  to  bestow  the  money  of  their  coi^ 
stituents  on  an  act  of  charity,  though  it  would 
be  extremely  laudable,  was  yet  beyond  their  au- 
thority. They  had  been  sent  to  this  House  with 
limitM  powers,  and  for  special  purposes.  He 
would  be  extremely  happy  to  vote  for  the  relief 
of  the  funtives  oC  Cape  Francois,  it  upon  reflec- 
tion, he  found  it  Constitutional.  He  therefore 
wished  to  delay  a  determination,  until  he  had  lei- 
sure to  form  a  deliberate  opinion  on  the  subject 

Mr.  CLAbK  never  had  entertained  a  moment^ 
hesitation  tiat  rdief  should  be  given. 

Mr.  8.  Smith,  to  prove  that  there  was  no  Ille- 
gality in  b^oi^ng  the  assistance  wanted,  read  a 
passage  in  the  despatches  that  had  been  printed, 
ad^essed  our  Executive  Government  to  the 
American  Minister  at  Paris,  stating  that  they  had 
thought  themselves  authorized  to  Eiavance  money, 
for  the  immediate  support  of  the  fbgitives.  From 
this  noceeding,  he  inierred,  that  Ck)nsress  might 
lawfully  do  the  same.  He  mentioneathe  obliga- 
tions that  this  country  lay  under  to  France,  which 
he  hcmed  would  never  be  forgotten.  He  cnlacged 
c<HmdeimUy'  on  die  ^nerosity  of  the  citizens  of 
Baltimore.  He  imagined  that,  in  this  a&ir,  the 
American  nation  had  exerted  a  degree  of  gene- 
rositt  tmparatteled  in  the  history  m  any  other 
people. 

Mr.  MAnisoN  widied  to  relieve  ihe  sufferers, 
but  was  afVaid  of  establishing  a  dangerous  prece- 
dent, which  might  hereafter  be  perverted  to  the 
coantenance  of  purposes  very  different  from  tfaoaa 
of  charity.  He  aecnowledged,  for  his  own  part, 
diat  be  could  not  linderttUre  to  lay  his  finger  on, 
that  article  in  the  Federal  Constitution  whfch 
^nted  a  right  to  .Congress  of  expending,  on  ob- 
jects of  benevolence,  the  monev  of  their  constir 
toents.  And  if  once  they  broke  me  line  laid  down 
before  them,  for  the  direction  of  dieir  cwduit,  it 
was  impossible  to  say  to  what  lengths  they_  toight 
go,  or  to  wlttt  extremities  this  practice  mighihe 
envied.  He  fid  not  a^ree  with  the  member  yrbo 
Mpoke  lot,  that  nodung  Kin  the  geuetosity  of 
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America  had  ever  been  heard  of  before.  As  one 
example  in  eoDtradictiou  to  this  ftssertion,  he  men- 
tioned, that  when  the  city  of  Lisbon  had,  in  1753, 
been  overwhelmed  by  an  earthqu^e,  the  Parlia- 
ment of  England  instantly  voted  one  hundred 
thousand  pounds  for  the  support  oC  the  sufferers, 
la  doing  this,  they  had,  he  believed,  aeted  in  uni- 
son with  the  feeungs  of  the  British  nation,  and 

Sdi  feelings  did  ^at  nation  the  utmost  honor, 
e  . likewise  iipagined,  that  the  Parliament  had 
B^^ted  agreeably  to  the  British  Constitution,  which 
allowed  them  an  Indefinite  and  absolute  right  in 
d&poeing  of  the  money  of  their  constituents.  But 
as.to  the  American  Congxess,  the  case  was  wi4«ly 
different  He  was  satined  that  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  possessed  an  eqjual  degree  of 
magnai^imity.  ffmerositv,  and  benevolence,  wi^ 
the  pe<^Ie  of  Britain,  but  this  House  certainlv 
did  not  possess  an  undefined  authority  corres^nd- 
eqt  vrith  that  of  a  BritUk  Parliament.  He  wished 
that  some  other  mode  could  be  devised  for  assist- 
ing the  French  sufferers  than  by  a^  act  of  Con- 
(iress.  He  Was  in  h<^s  that  some  other  aiode, 
SqtnUv  effectual,  and  less  excepti<maUle,  might  Jbe 
dsTisra.  As  to  what  oujt  Executii^  Government 
had  already  doi^e,  as  quoted  from  Uie  official  de- 
nntches  by  the  j^tleman  who  spoke  last,  the  in< 
nrence  did  not  apply;  for  in  that  emergency,  a 
4^hy  wouM  have  been  equivalent  to  a  total  de- 
nial It  had  been  said,  that  i^e  owed  Uie  Freadh 
^Tery  sentiment  of  gratitude.  It  was  true;  but  it 
was  likewise  true  that  we  owed  them  smuthing 
«lse  than  sentiments,  for  we  were  indebted,  to 
them  a  very  large  sum  of  money.  One  of  the 
instalments  of  that  debt  would  be  due  in  a  short 
timck  and  perhaps  it  might  be  safest  for  Congress 
to  advance  the  sums  now  wanted  for  the  French 
refugees,  in  part  of  that  debt^  and  leave  it  to  the 
decision  of  the  French  Ministry  whether  they 
would  accept  of  such  a  payment  or  not.  He  did 
not  wish  to  press  this  expedient  upon  the  House, 
hut  he  bcsged  leave  to  submit  it  to  their  consld^r- 
atitm;  andas  he  ha4  not  yet  been  able  to  reecdve 
in  his  own  mind  what  tiiie  of  conduct  iha  Bouse 
ought  to  pursufv  requested  that  the  disowsaioa 
of  the  question  mjgjht  for  a  short  time  he  defected. 

Mr.  M^BK.  wished  that  the  gentleman  who 
qwfce  iMt  would  be  careful  of  presfrving  consist 
ency.  It  was  only  a  iew  day;s  ago  tliat  h«  hiui 
lud  before  the  House  a  t:esolution,  oy  which  Con- 
gress were  to  indemnify  all  such  citizens  the 
United  Stales  as  had  suffered  lam  by  ibft  Br^h 
pirates.  H«  supposed  that  for  this,  there  wooM 
he  found  as  little  authority  in  the  articles  of  the 
Constitution,  as  for  relievmg  the  fugitives  from 
Cape  Francms. 

Mt.  Maihsqn,  in  explanation,  rf^ed,  th#i  the 
two  cases  were  widely  differeuL  The  vessels  of 
America  sailed  under  our  flag,  and  were  u^er 
our  protection,  hy  the  hiw  of  Nation^  which  the 

S reach  sufferers  unquestionaUv  were. ni4.  As  to 
e  resolution  he  had  m^osea,  it  was  net  then 
before  the  House,  and  hence,  he  could  not  qwak 
to  it  with  propriety.  It  was  very  possible  that  the 
House  might  find  it  wrong,  and  lejeot  it.  He 
wished  not  to  be  misunderstood,  forae.iciiajime 


thet  every  member  in  that  House  felt  the  warm- 
est sympathy  with  the  situation  of  the  sufferers* 
He  would  be  very  glad  to  find  «  profet  way  fix 

their  relief. 

Mr-  NicHouAs  said,  that  he  had  not  been  able 
to  discover  upon  what  authority  the  House  were 
to  grant  the  proposed  donation.  If  the  questum 
should  that  day  corae  to  a  vote,  which  he  trusted 
it  would  not,  he  bad  resolved  to  give  his  voice  in 
&v<H  o£  the  Bofibrers:  but  ^en  he  returned  to 
his'  constituents,  he  would  honestly  tell  them  that 
he  considered  himself  as  having^  exceeded  his 
powers,  and  so  cast  himself  m  their  mercy.  Ho 
felt  many  obstacles  to  voting  away  thU  moaef 
without  lurther  delibemtioo. 

Mr.  BocniNOT  declared,  that  he  had  never  been 
able  to  discover  any  difficulty  in  the  matter.  Bf 
the  law  of  Nature,  by  the  law  of  Nations— in  a 
word,  by  evely  moral  obligation  that  could  influ- 
ence mankind^  we  were  bound  to  relieve  the  citi- 
zens of  a  Republic  who  were  at  raesent  our  atUea, 
and  who  had  formerly  been  our  oenefhctors.  He 
could  not  for  a  moment  endure  the  idea  of  a  hesi- 
tation on  such  a  question.  When  a  number  of 
our  fdlow-creatures  had  been  cast  npon  our  sym- 
pathy, in  a  situation  of  such  mexampled  wretch- 
edness, was  it  pouible  that  gentlemen  could  nudce 
a  doubt  whether  it  was  our  duty  to  rdicre  them? 
It  had  been  said  that  the  House  was  not,  by  ,the 
ConstitMtion,  authorized  to  j^ve  away  money  Ibr 
such  purposes.  He  was  satisfied,  that  to  refhse 
the  assistance  requested,  would  be  to  act  in  direct 
opposition  both  to  the  theory  and  practice  of  the 
Constitution.  In  the  first  place,  as  to  the  practices 
Lt  had  been  said  that  nothing  of  this  kind  had 
ever  occurred  before  under  the  Federal  Constita- 
tton.  He  was  astonished  at  such  an  affirmation. 
Did  not  ^e  Inffians  frequently  come  down  to  this 
city,  on  embassies  respecting  the  regulating  of 
trade,  and  other  buBtness— and  did  not  the  Execu- 
tive, without  consulting  Congress  at  all,  pay  their 
lodgin|n  for  week&  nay  Cor  whole  monuts  togeth- 
erT  and  was  not  this  merely  becaose  the  IndUna 
were  unable  to  pay  for  dienuelvesT  Nobody  ever 
questioned  the  propriety  of  that  act  of  charity. 
Again;  whax  prisoners  of  war  were  taken,  there 
was  no  clause  in  the  Constitution  authorizing  Con- 
gress to  provide  tat  their  subsistence:  yet  it  waa 
well  known  that  they  would  not  be  suffered  to 
starve.  Provision  was  instantly  made  for  them, 
befbre  we  could  tell  whe&er  the  nation  to  whom 
they  %elteg«d  woM  paj^ancii  sfMpmsfm  onraaM 
not  my  tbm-  U  wu  Twy  tm  that,  an  ufltaliMnt 
wowd  soon  be  due  to  France,  nor  dU  he  ohieM 
to  r^bwrpniaMit  .in  that  amy,  if  it  .oe«U  be  e»- 
ehtained.  Bw^  in  the  meui  tmie,  reUef  mwt  be 
given,  for  he  was  eonvinced  that  we  had  stiU. 
stxonger  obUgatjona  to  s«H>eirt  the  citi^eas  of  ow 
allies  than  either  Jlpdians  oc  miaonecB  oi  wan  m. 
the  second  |4ace,  as  to  the  theory  of  the  Constfc- 
tittioa,  he  xefiured  gentlemen  to  the  first  clavpB- of 
the  eighth  saction  of  it  ^  that  clause  Cowftees. 
were  wairaoted  to  Kovide  for  exigencies  rtjui.- 
ing  the  general  we{/&re,  and  he  was  sure  this  cami 
came  under  that  description. 

Mr*  FJTStHaMtMf  thoqght  that  it  miiU  be  ««- 
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feiknc  to  lew  le  Utrie  time  as  wmiUe  in  goinff 
mto  tlie  Gommittee.  It  wu  lurd  on  the  State  of 
Murlawl  to  mppoit  of  itself  soeh  an  inmiense 
Hmoer  of  people.  Betides,  the  period  fiir  which 
tfaM  State  had  eug^ed  to  Aurnish  them  with  sab- 
sietenoe  was  exjgma^i  so  that  it  was  absdutdy 
necessary  to  come  to  an  early  decision  whether 
tk*  House  woold  asnst  them  or  not.  Mr.  Genet 
had  made  a  diserimination  Anong  the  sufferers: 
aome  of  them  be  bad  promised  to  assist,  and  oth- 
as  uru$mva»,  he  had  disowned  altogether. 

llfr.  DteTBR  rMd  tlie  clause  referred  to  by  Hr. 
BociHifOT,  bat  could  ntit  draw  from  it  any  such 
nftaaiice.  He  was  rerr  unwiUing  to  rote  against 
tfcft  MpMilifML  and  therefore  solicited  a  deUy, 
Am  aa  aright  have  lefaate  to  find  proper  reasons 
ftr  votBugia  hi  Anror. 

Mr.  CnLBB  was  averse  to  preeipatatioB  in  m 
lAiraf  swh  ra^[tiitnae.  The  report  had  been 
iwid  tot  a  fint  time  *Mlay;  it  had  tben  been  read 
fbt  a  seetnd  time  to-day.  As  if  all  this  had  not 
bem  mfteieo^  the  Honse  must  Ulnwise  go  into 
a  Committee  Ais  day.  Lilce  the  gentleman  who 
had  hM  sal  down,  he  felt  many  doubts  as  to  the 
legality  such  aa  act  of  bonhty;  and  he  wished, 
Msbn  he  gare  a  rote  on  either  ^de  of  Ae  qnes- 
taea,  to  Aee  hhnself  from  these  doubts.  He  coo- 
siAeredhis  daty  to  hiaeonstitnentsas  a  rery  solemn 
tnurt.  BtHae  personal  insinuations  had  been  cast 
oat,  as  if  gentlemen  who  professed  Constitutional 
sefmles  had  wished  to  embarrass  the  subject. 
RaSeetion?  of  this  kind  could  answer  no  good 
mrposc.  Gentlemen  (said  Mr.  G.)  appeal  to  our 
himaiiliy.  Tin  appeal  u  out  of  place.  That  is 
aat  the  qvesticm;  bat  whether,  organized  as  we 
arm.  onder  ^e  CoMtitotlMi,  w«  have  a  ririit  to 
iMUta  Mjfa  a  grant?  He  did  not  mderstand  why 
am  mplication  was  made  to  Oon^ess  in  partieu- 
lav.  ft  WDold  have  been  made  with  greater  pro- 
priety to  the  Provincial  Assemblies,  as  then:  pow- 
er wvar  the  purses  of  their  constilaents  was  mote 
esceutve  than  that  of  this  Honse  over  the  reve- 
sve*  of  the  United  States. 

r^he  motion  ibr  the  Honse  resolving  itself  into 
a  CMnmittee  immediately  was  then  withdrawn, 
wa4  the  report  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union.] 


MoiiD4T,  January  13. 
MOTTIOIC  OP  "TBOMAS  MAimmO. 

Mr.  BaaaMam  catted  ap  the  patiiien  of  Tfao- 
itmm  Manamgt  preseated  last  week.  He  observed 
that  the  fbcU  aet  forth  ia  Aa  pet^oa  ware  estab- 
liihad  kif  dooumeats  whioh  aeeompaaied  it.  That 
the  petttioa  originated  ia  a  coatiaetmade  by  the  pe- 
ririoMfr  with  an  agent  of  the  Preach  Ghiveniment 
ia  Martuu^ue)  thal,alth«aeh  that  Goverament  had 
reeogaised  the  powersof  taetr  agen^  and  the  per- 
formance of  the  services  which  were  the  ground 
of  the  eoatraec,  they  had  reftued  to  fulfil  it,  but 
bf  «  payment  caassigaat^  instead  of  saaeie,  which 
had  bent  particularly  specified.  He  oMerved,  had 
tkc  contnet  been  nude  with  nB^ndividnal,  a  pro* 


cess  in  a  Juficinl  Coort  wonld  han  ptocoied  an 
indemnity,  bat  it  was  with  a  nation,  over  which 
Judicial  Comts  had  no  eimtn^  i  the  petltioBer, 
therefore,  could  derive  no  redress  bat  firom  the 
justice  of  his  eomitry,  which  was  bound  to  pro- 
tect the  rights  itf  its  eitiaens  in  all  eases,  and  men 
it  could  not  prevent  an  injnry,  it  ought  to  repair 
the  damage.  That  this,  ib  the  present  case,  might 
be  done  with  a  moral  assaranee  of  a  reimburse- 
meat,  as  it  would  be  a  just  article  of  cha^  in 
the  account  of  the  UiutM  StMes  ngaiut  Praac^ 
to  which  justiee  must  cheerAilly  give  its  sancdon. 
uid  wbich,in  happier  times,  that  Government  will 
undoubtedly  allow.  That,  as  the  jnstiee  of  the 
demand  was  eonAseed,  indenuuffiw  the  petititn- 
er  wo^  he  adraieiiw  a  paymnt  iw  Fttntie,  (br 
whiefa  her  credit  and  hontNr  wars  hedged,  hot 
which  Ae  present  situation  of  that  eonntry  wotild 
not  at  present  allow  her  to  make  i  but,  Mr.  8.  ob- 
served, that  as  Ae  ease  waattf  the  irftimpressini, 
and  he  wished  there  might  be  a  thorough  invead- 

Stion  of  principles  as  Well  aa  fiwts,  he  moVed 
■t  the  petitini,  witii  thedoettmentsaeeoBipany<^ 
ing  it,  might  be  refenvd  to  thit  8«eMltfy  of  State. 
This  ukttKm  was  agreed  to. 

The  SpBitRB  Itud  before  the  House  a  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  a  statement  of 
the  actual  tonnage  of  American  vnscls  employed 
ia  the  commerce  between  the  United  States  and 
foreign  oonatries^  for  one  year,  ending*  the  thir- 
tieth of  Septarober,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  nieety^wo,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  thla' 
Hoatf^  of  the  third  instant;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

COMMEBCB  or  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Hease  agaift  resotted  its^  into  a  0cm- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  oA  the  privileges  SJod  restrie- ' 
tions  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  in 
foreign  eoaatnes.  When 

Mr.  Smm.  of  Sourii  CaHdiaa,  rose  and  ad- 
drcBsed  the  Cnalr  a*  foHows : 

Mr.  Chairman :— Among  the  various  duties 
whioh  are  assigned  by  the  Constitution  to  the  he- 
gidattne  of  the  United  Stetes,  there  i^  perhaps, 
node  of  a  more  important  nature  than  the  regula- 
tion  af  oranneroe,  none  more  genoally  interest- 
ing to  oar  Mlov^eitiaena,  none  whieh  more  seri- 
ously ^ainu  oar  diligent  and  aeetuMe  investiga- 
lien. 

It  so  essentiaUy  invi^et  our  navigating,  agri- 
cntanral,  commerelal,  and  manoftctunng  intent, 
that  an  apology  for  the  pr<^xity  of  the  observa- 
tt<»s  vAMh  fam  abom  to  snbimt  to  die  Commit'' 
tee,  will  seareely  be  requisite. 

In  the  view  wMoh  I  riudl  take  of  the  question, 
disragaging  the  inquiry  from  all  topics  of  a  politi-' 
cal  natme,  1  riiall  strictly  confine  mysdf  to  those 
which  are  eommerckl,  and  which  alone  are,  in  my 
judgment,  properly  connected  with  the  suqect. 

Called  upon  to  decide  on  propbsttiMis,  merely 
commeroial,  and  springiw  from  a  report,  in  its 
patiare  limited  to  commercml  regnlatim^  it  wotild 
Jw  as  iU-timed,  as  it  wotdd  be  irreftdar,  to  i^n^e 
with  tha  dieawilon  aonitdautlane  of  a  political 
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nature.  I  sbail  aceordinj^y.  reject  firom  the  in- 
qoiiy  eTery  idea  which  has  reference  to  the  In- 
dians, the  Algerines,  or  the  Western  posts.  When- 
ever those  subjects  require  our  deliberations,  I 
shall  not  yield  to  any  member  in  readiness  to  vin- 
dicate the  honor  of  our  country,  and  to  concur  in 
such  measures  as  our  best  interests  may  demand. 

Tliis  line  (rf*  procedure  will,  I  trust,  be  deemed  by 
those  gentlemen  -who  follow  me»  the  only  proper 
<Hie,  and  that  the  debate  will  be  altogether  confin- 
ed to  commercial  views ;  these  will  of  themselves 
<i|>en  a  field  <k  discussion  sufficiently  spacious 
inthoat  the  intervention  of  arguments  derived 
Snm  other  sources.^  It  would  indeed  argue  a 
weakness  of  ground  in  the  friends  of  the  proposi- 
tioiia,  and  imply  a  distrust  of  the  merits  of  their 
cakse,  were  they  compelled  to  bolster  it  up  with 
such  auxiliaries  and  to  resort  for  support  to  argu- 
ments, not  resulting  from  the  nature  of  the  sub- 
ject, but  fnnn  irrelative  and  extraneous  eoDsiderap 
tions. 

The  propositions,  as  well  as  the  report,  being 
]aedicated  upon  &cts  and  principles  haviiu^  reta- 
tioo  to  our  cmnmeree  and  naTi^don  with  foreign 
countries,  by  those  ibcts  and  prmciples^  and  those 
^one,  ought  the  propositions  stand  or  fall. 

It  will  not  be  denied  that  this  country  is  at  pre- 
sent in  a  very  delicate  crisis,  and  one  requiring 
dispassionate  r^eeti<H),  cool  and  mature  delibera- 
tioD.  It  \rill  be  DUioh  to  be  regretted  then,  if 
passion  dionld  usurp  the  place  of  reason,  if  supei- 
ficial,  narrow,  and  prejudiced  views  should  mis- 
lead the  pubhc  eouaoils  from  the  trae  path  of  na- 
tional interest. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  the 
privileges  and  restrictions  on  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States  in  foreign  countries  is  now  before 
the  Committee.  The  tendency  of  ttmt  report 
(whatever  may  have  been  the  design  of  the  re- 
porter) appears  to  be  to  induce  a  fidse  estimate  of 
the  comparative  condition  of  our  ofnnmerce  with 
eaitain  roreign  natitn%  and  to  mge  the  Legnda- 
tnre  to  adopt  a  schen»  oi  retriittiag  regiilat«»% 
restrictions,  and  exclunons. 

The  most  striking  contrast  iriiieh  the  poform- 
ance  evidently  aims  at,  is  between  Great  Britain 
and  France.  For  this  reaaon,  and  as  these  are 
the  two  Powers  with  whom  we  have  the  most  ex- 
tensive relations  in  trade,  I  shall,  by  a  parti- 
cular investimtion  of  the  subject,  endeavor  to 
lay  before  tne  Committee  an  acctirate  and  an 
impartial  comparison  of  the  commercial  systems 
of  the  two  countries  in  rdereaoe  to  the  United 
States,  as  a  test  of  the  solidity  <^  the  inferences 
which  are  attempted  to  be  estaUished  by  the  re- 
port. A  fair  comparison  can  only  be  made  with 
an  eye  to  what  may  be  deemed  the  permanent 
system  of  the  countries  in  question.  The  proper 
tifoeh  Ux  it,  therefore,  will  piecede  the  commen- 
ment  of  the  pending  French  Revolution. 
■  The  com  merciaT  regulations  of  France  during 
the  period  of  the  Revc^ntioa  have  been  too  ^t«- 
attng,  too  much  influenced  by  momentary  Im- 
pulses, and,  as  &r  as  they  have  lodced  towards  this 
country  with  a  lavorafafe  eye,  too  moefa  manifest- 
ing  an  objeet  of  tht  ttomant,  which  eaaiot  ba 
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mistaken  to  consider  them  as  a  part  oi  a  system. 
But  though  the  comparison  will  be  made  with 
principal  reference  to  the  condition  of  our  trade 
with  France  and  Qreat  Britain,  antecedent  to  the 
existing  revoluticm,  the  regulations  of  ibe  subse- 
quent period  wiU  perhaps  not  be  passed  over  al- 
together unnoticed. 

The  uUe,*  which  I  have  befiwe  me,  o<»nimseB 
the  principal  features  of  the  subject  within  a  shiHrt 
compass.  It  is  the  work  of  a  gentleman  of  cou-^ 
sideraUe  commercial  knowledge  and  I  beliera 
may  be  relied  on  for  its  ccwrectnesB.  An  atten- 
tive reference  to  it  will,  with  some  sumlementary 
remarks,  convej  a  just  conception  of  the  ohjec^ 
a  view  to  conciseness  and  simplicity  has  excluded 
from  it  all  articles  (the  production  and  manuiac- 
tures  of  the  United  States)  which  are  not  of  con- 
siderable importance. 

Accustomed  as  our  ears  bare  been  to  a  constant 
panegyric  on  the  generous  policy  of  France  to- 
wsrib  this  country  m  commercial  relations,  and  to 
as  constant  a  philippic  on  the  unfriendly,  iilibeial, 
and  persecuting  policy  of  Great  Britam  towards 
us  in  the  same  relation^  we  natnnliy  expect  to 
find  in  a  taUe  which  exhibits  their  respective  sys- 
tems, numerous  discriminatimis  in  that  of  Fmnce 
in  our  favor,  and  many  vahiable  privileges  gcaiMed 
to  us,  which  are  refused  to  other  fweign  countries 
in  that  of  Great  Britain  frequent  discriminations  to 
our  prejudice,  and  a  variety  of  privileges  refused 
to  us  which  are  granted  to  other  foreign  nations. 
But  an  inspection  of  the  table  will  satisfy  every 
candid  mind,  that  the  reverse  of  vHiat  has  htm 
supposed  is  truly  the  ease— that  neither  in  France 
nor  the  French  West  Indies,  is  there  more  than 
cme  solitary  and  important  distinction  in  our  favoi, 
(I  mean  the  article  of  fish  oil,)  either  with  regard 
to  our  exports  thither,  our  imports  from  thence, 
or  our  shipung ;  that  both  in  Great  Britain  and 
the  British  W'est  Indies,  there  are  several  material 
distinctions  in  onr  ftvoT}  with  r^ard  both  to  our 
exports  thither  and  to  onr  importo  from  theswe, 
and,  as  it  respects  C^eat  Britain,  with  r^vd  ala» 
to  our  shipping ;  that  in  the  market  of  <£eat  Bri- 
tain, a  preference  is  secured  to  six  of  our  most 
valuable  staples,  by  considerable  higher  duties  on 
the  rival  articles  of  other  foreign  countries ;  that 
our  navigation  thither  is  favored  by  our  ships, 
when  carrying  our  own  mductionk  being  put 
upon  as  good  a  footing  as  uieir  own  shi|»,  and  hf 
the  exemption  of  several  of  our  productions,  when 
carried  in  our  ships,  from  duties  which  are  paid  on 
the  like  articles  of  other  foreign  countries  carried 
in  the  ships  of  those  countries ;  and  that  several  of 
our  productions  may  be  carried  from  the  Unitad 
States  to  the  British  West  Indies,  while  the  Iftc 
productions  cannot  be  carried  thithcf  from  wmj 
other  faeign  eountry;  and  that  senml  of  tat 
prodnetKMu  of  those  eountriea  maj  be  brongkc 
from  thenee  to  the  United  Slate^  which  eauaot 
be  carried  fiom  thence  to  any  oth^  foreign  et^n- 
try. 

These  important  differences  in  the  systems  of 
lha  two  oooKlries  will  wpfmr  more  ftiUy,  by  pasa- 
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tog  in  rerieir  each  article,  and  presenting,  at  the 
-same  time,  the  remarks  which  it  will  suggest 

BXP0BT8. 

1.  jFlovr^This  article,  on  its  importatitm  into 
Prance,  was  sabject  to  a  duty  of  one-eighth  per 
e«aL  ad  ralocem.  Since  the  commeocement  of 
the  ReTf^tioD,  it  has  been,  with  all  other  forei^ 
.flour,  mftde  free.  Here  is  no  distinctioa  for  or 
agsiost  us. 

Id  Great  Britain,  it  was,  and  is,  like  other  foreign 
ilour,  subject  to  a  duty  so  high  as  in  ordinary 
time*  to  be  prohibitory  ;  this  duty  is  Sis.  3d.  per 
quarter,  until  the  price  a  British  flour  xiseii  as  high 
as  fifty  shillings,  when  a  duty  of  six  pence  only  is 
payatue. 

It  enjoys  the  richt  of  deposite,  with  the  pririlege 
of  ezportatioiL  duty  free,  and  with  the  option  of 
waiting  till  the  market  prices  ^ve  effect  to  the 
low  duties^  There  is  no  distinction  for  or  against 
us.   The  same  syston  applies  generally  to  giain. 

The  ordinary  state  of  things  renders  the  result 
ni  both  systems  the  same  to  us.  In  nother  conn- 
try  is  our  flour  saleable  with  adrantage  but  in 
iime*  <^  particular  scardty  j  in  Great  Britain,  be- 
cause die  duty  prevents  an  adrantageoua  compe- 
tition,  except  in  such  times  j  in  Fiance,  because 
the  capacity  of  that  country  to  m^y  herself  is 
such,  that  we  cannot,  in  common  cases,  afford  to 
sell  our  flour  in  her  market.  The  average  price 
of  floor  in  France,  in  times  of  tranqnility  and 
common  plenty,  may  be  stated  at  five  dollars  and 
two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per  barrel  of  Pennsylvania. 
This,  cooiputinjg  the  price  at  which  flour  has  been 
tar  a  number  ofyears  past  in  Peniuylvaaia,  woold 
not  pay  freight  and  charges,  taking  the  avnage 
her^  at  four  doUars  and  two-thirds  (the  charges, 
iaeiading  freight  and  insuranoe,  being  about  one 
4oUar  and  two  thirds)  the  price,  to  pay  frei^t, 
ought  not  to  be  less  than  six  ooUais  and  a  thiiB. 

The  cesidesieB  is,  that  neither  France  nor  Great 
&bain  is  to  be  oensidered  as  a  valuable  market 
ht  the  floor  of  the  United  States. 

If  an  aothority,  reqiectable  on  that  poiat^  I 
m—  Aa  report  of  a  eommittee  ot  die  ftitish 
Pnry  CoMftol,  may  be  trusted  (i^ieh  declares  an 
inflreasing  Incompetency  for  self  supjdy  on  the 
amrt  (%eat  Bntaia)  the  chance  even  is,  that 
ureat  Britam  may  prove  the  better  customer  of 
two  fix  this  article,  notwithstanding  her  high 
Unties.  That  nation  discoure^  the  competition 
of  fwetgn  flour  with  her  own  in  her  own  market, 
heeauee  Ae  hu  reason  to  Awr  that  such  competi- 
tio*  may  supplant  her  own  and  injure  her  agri- 
eidtare.  Prance  does  not  diseourage  the  eompe- 
tition,  beeaase  experience  has  shown  her  that  it 
easttoc  turn  to  her  disadvaatage ;  so  the  United 
States  lay  but  a  trifling  duty  en  the  same  article, 
because  we  know  that  it  cannot  come  into  com- 
petitifm  with  our  own. 

In  ^  Kench  Wm  Imliee,  the  inttodnetiiNi  of 
Sam  ham  Ae  VwM  States  and  other  foreign 
«ainitrieswmpiobibitedby*8i«ndiiigfanr.  There 
Bei4UBtiaotiou  for  w  agninat  us.  The  Ctrfo- 
«ial  Oomnnantf'it  is  tive,  had  pnrer  to  mnke 


occasional  suspensions  with  a  view  to  seasons  of 
scarcitv,  and  they  have  from  time  to  time  exet- 
cised  tnat  power.  But  the  Secretary  of  State  is 
mistakeiL  when  he  says  that  the  general  prohibi- 
tion has  been  latterly  suspended  without  interrup- 
tion ;  unless  he  refers  to  a  period  later  than  tut 
which  he  mentions  as  the  point  of  time  to  which 
his  report  is  limited^  (namely,  the  Summor  <^ 
1793,)  a  period  in  which  all  sya^ns  has  been  sna- 
pended. 

There  was  indeed  an  arrit  of  the  Colonial  Go- 
vernment of  St.  Draningt^  of  May  9th.  1789, 
which  estabUsbed  a  parti^  suspension  till  Aogus^ 
1794 :  but  this  suspension  was  confined  to  a  par- 
ticular and  small  part  of  the  island,  on  very  s^ 
cial  reasons,  with  cautious  guards  to  intercept  its 
effect  with  other  parts  of  the  island ;  and  it  is  sup- 
posed that  even  this  arr^t  was  revoked  in  France. 

The  real  system  of  France  ^^i,  in  ruard  to 
this  article,  and  with  respect  to  its  West  India  Co- 
lonies, was  completely  prohibitory. 

In  the  British  West  Indies,  on  the  contrary, 
flour  fVom  the  United  States  was  and  is  a  free  ar- 
ticle, and  with  this  distinction  in  our  favor,  that 
the  flour  of  any  <^er  foreign  country  cannot  be 
carried  thither  from  such  country  erm  in  Britiah 
bottoms. 

The  comparison  therefore  between  the  systems 
of  France  and  Great  Britain,  in  relatim  to  this 
article,  concludes  clearly  in  favor  of  Great  Britain. 
In  Europe,  their,  systems,  though  different,  from 
difference  of  circumstances,  terminate  nearly  in 
the  same  point.  In  the  West  Indies,  the  steady, 
certain,  and  therefore  the  truly  important  maritet 
for  us,  the  system  oi  France  aims  at  the  total  ex- 
clusion of  our  principal  stafde ;  that  of  Great  Brtp 
tain  gives  it  a  free  admission,  and  even  a  prefer- 
ence. 

Authentic  statements  of  the  exports  of  flour 
from  Philadelohia  in  the  years  1786  and  1788 
(which  I  accidentally  possess)  serve  to  illustrate 
the  natural  operation  of  the  two  systems,  being 
applicable  to  years  in  which  no  extraordinary 
causes  changed  the  common  course  of  the  trade. 

By  these  stateipuiti  it  anwars  that  in  1786,  tht 
exports  were— 


To  France 

To  the  French  West  Indies 

Total  - 

To  Great  Britain 

To  the  British  West  Indies 

Total 


In  1788,  die  exports  wece— 
.ToFianoe 

To  French  West  Indies 


Tom 


45,118 
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o  Great  Britain 
6  Biiti^  We*t  {odies  - 

Total 


828 
-  60,766 


in  these  T«ars  the  shipments  jrom  the  aameport 
10  other  British  ports  amounted  to  6,358  barrels. 

The  last  tluree  or  four  years  present,  indeed,  a 
d&Sbrent  state  of  things,  as  will  he  shovn  hereaf- 
ter. But  these  having  been  years  of  revolntion 
ud  ooDTtdsion,  are  not  such  good  eriteria  as  those 
■which  kare  been  jost  noticed. 

3.  Tb&occo.— This  article  was  under  no  duty  in 
Fruce ;  Imt  it  was  subject  to  a  monoitoly  of  the 
Farmers  Qeneral,  a  eiicuinstance  which  was  a 
serious  impediment  to  our  trade  with  France  in 
ttds  axtlde^  ofastnuting  the  enterprise  and  compe- 
tition m  our  own  merdiants  in  the  markets  of 
diat  coontrr*  There  is  no  disdnction  for  or 
against  die  United  States. 

In  Great  Britain  it  was  and  is  subject  to  a  duty 
of  Is.  3d.  per  pound  on  importation,  other  foreigB 
tobacco  paying  3s.  6d.  per  pound.* 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  omitted  to  notice 
tiiis  difference.  Our  tobacco  then  stood,  and|  it 
may  be  added,  still  stands  upon  a  better  footing  in 
Great  Britain  than  in  France. 

Here  I  request  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  a  principle  of  importance,  which  appears  to 
harre  wen  overlooked  hy  the  Secretary  oi  State, 
who  indiscriminately  presents,  as  a  discourage- 


 pnnciple  laUude  to  is  this,  that  it  is  wholl  y 

mupoateiial  to  us,  what  internal  duty  is  laid  upon 
any  commodity  of  oars  Inr  a  foreign  nation,  wnen 
HaX  nation  does  not  itseu  raise  or  make  the  arti- 
cle, or  some  other  which  is  a  substitute  for  it,  pro- 
vided the  duty  be  not  so  high  as  to  render  the  ar- 
tide  too  dear  for  consumption,  and  an  e^ual  duty 
Ve  laid  on  the  article  from  other  foreign  countries, 
^e  reason  it  is  this,  that  the  consumer  in  such 
aaae,  who  is  the  subject  of  the  foreign  country  pays 
the  duty.  ~  Thus  the  duty  we  lay  on  China  wares 
it  imoiMitatial  to  any  foreign  naticm  which  manu- 
factures  it,  because  we  do  not  oursdves  manu&c- 
Vt»  it,  or  a  substitute  for  it,  and  because  it  ex- 
tends equally  to  the  same  manufacture  of  all 
cooatries. 

This  remark  will  not  a  little  abridge  the  cata- 
Jliqigu  of  grieTances  which  has  be«i  exhibited  by 
the  Secretary  of  State.  Indeed,  if  it  were  not  so, 
ivtatibimduit  room  for  recrimination  would  our 
vevenue  eode  give  to  all  other  countries. 

Tobaeeo  is  an  artii^  in  rcftrence  either  to 
£xance  or  to  Great  Britain,  to  which  the  ot^rva- 
^ffifi  ia  peculiarly  api^icable.  Neither  those 
countries  raise  it  themselves.  It  is  one  of  these 
ubjects  of  fancy  and  caprice  in  respect  to  which 
a  duty  most  certainly  lallb  cm  the  coutonier.  The 
Unties,  therefore,  upcm  it  in  Great  Britaia  can  be 
BO  concern  ot  oars. 
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Bvtit  i*  ixnportant  to  va  that  ntnAy  a  tr^ 
duty  is  laid  upon  the  same  ccnnmoditT  from  otnnr 
countries,  the  difference  being  a  clear  bounty  npott 
ours,  at  tne  expense  of  the  British  consumer,  by 
obstructing  that  free  competition  of  other  coun- 
tries which  always  eheapeas  an  article.  Tbisdif- 
f^nce  of  dnnr  is  very  eonsideraUe,  aad,  as  fhr  as 
weoanfonlsn  a  snpidyof  equal  quality,  raort 
tend  to  give  us  a  mraopny  of  the  British  market 
It  is  the  mere  worthy  of  attention,  since  a  eei^ 

Stitor  with  us  is  Portugal,  a  Power  with  which 
reat  Britain  has  always  cultivated  the  closest 
ties.  In  the  West  Indie^the  comparison  is  stiH 
in  favor  of  the  system  of  Great  Britain.  Tofatreeo 
was  prohilHted  in  the  French  while  it  was  free  ia 
the  Brt^  West  Indies.  The  reuilt  is.  that  tbe 
system  of  Great  BritaiiL  in  respect  to  tofaaeeo  the 
prodootioD  of  the  Umted  Stttes,  the  steond  in 
magnitude  as  an  enort,  wm  fitr  mwvfiiToraUe  to 
the  United  States  than  thai  of  France. 

3.  JNee^Thisartiole  was  subject  in  Francem 
one-^ig^ith  ner  cwit  ad  valorem.  There  was  no 
distinction  tor  or  against  us. 

In  G^eat  Britain  there  was  and  is  a  duty  triWB 
it  of  7s.  4d.  steriing  per  ewt.,  while  the  BriUsh 
Bast  India  Company  pay  88.  lOA.  upon  Ae  rice 
imported  by  ^em. 

b  the  Freneh  West  indies,  rice  was  subject  lo 
1  doty  of  one  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  with  no  dis- 
tinction for  or  agunst  ua.  In  the  British  West 
Indies,  it  vras  ana  is  free,  with  a  distineticm  in  wit 
foror,  residting  from  At  prohibition  <^  other  fb<- 

Ti  rice, 
is  not  easy  to  pMnooace  whetiier  this  artit^e 
stands,  on  the  whole,  vtpou  a  better  footing  in  ttap 
system  of  France  than  in  that  ot  Great  Brttain. 
The  diffiEteaee,  if  any.  is  pevhape  leas  material 
than  it  may  at  first  sight  appear. 

However  disagreeable  the  refleetion,  we  hjnv 
naaoa  to  b^eve  that  rice  w4U  not  becmne  th» 
common  food  a(  eountries  where  it  does  not  graV| 
and  which  laisefor  themaetvea  aa  afaqaate  wp- 
ply  of  other  breadstafi)  dte.— a  state  of  thin^ 
which  exists  both  a  France  and  Qical  Britaia. 
It  will  therefore  be  in  those  countries  esseatially 
an  obiect luxury,  ooaaumed  by  the  richec  clasan. 
This  position  is  verified  hy  thoae partaof  Uk  UmV 
ed  States  whieh  do  not  crow  rioe.  The  doty  np^ 
on  it  in  Great  Briiain  <uere  being  a  higher  daly 
upon  that  braai^t  &om  lha  Bast  Indies  by  the 
Eajit  India  Company)  does  not,  of  eoasse,  iaiov- 
fere  to  any  consioerable  exteat  with  its  consume 
tion  thece,  because  the  addition  vrhich  is  jaadb  to 
the  price  of  a  luxury  of  the  wealthiec  classes  is  no 
great  obstaole  to  ils  eonsumption  by  them.  Ua 
probabilitr,  the«i    that  the  consumpHon  of  rita 
in  Gceat  Britaia  is  naarly  as  great  as  the  habtta 
and  taste  of  the  ooaatry  ace  ealculatad  to  ieariav 
it.  The  obsenHUioM  made  with  Mgard  to  tlia 
dutr  on  tobaeao  apply  to  that  en  riee,  thoogh  with 
far  less  force.  Great  Britain  is  not  a  oompetteflr 
with  us  in  the  prDdoeliatt  of  rtce  mm  laan  :to- 
bacco.  Bat  th«  extent  ef  the  rule  ia  th»  appiiaa>- 
tion  to  this  ease  is  qualified  hy  the  oareumataaeea 
that  ric*  pud  other  tuteadstuff  ane^  in  eariaia  laeea^ 
subfKitut^     ewb  otW,  and.  a  daay  on  Hke'ta^ 
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ib«r  11W7  tend  to  preveDt  U>  being  consumed  in 
sneh  cases  in  place  of  the  latter. 

In  the  West  Indies,  the  subject  wears  a  differ- 
ent aspect  Rice  there  makes  a  part  of  the  cotn- 
mon  rood.  A  duty  upon  it  tends  to  prevent  its 
lehig  such,  hf  letting  in  cheaper  substitutes.  This 
reflection  operates  in  favor  of  the  British  against 
the  French  system,  in  respect  to  the  West  Indies, 
there  being  a  duty  upon  it  in  the  French,  nooe  in 
the  British  West  ladies.  But  that  duty  is  so  lieht 
that,  from  this  cause,  and  its  extending  to  other 
articles,  it  on^t  scaively  to  be  counted,  "the  pro- 
hilntion  of  emet  foreign  rice,  however.  Ss  a  cir^ 
enmstance  of  some  vuoe,  assuring  to  tnis  article 
from  die  United  States  a  monopoly  of  the  British 
West  India  market 

4.  'R'ood.— This  atticle  (the  fourth  in  hnport- 
ance  as  an  erport)  stood  and  stands  on  a  decided- 
if  better  fboting  in  the  British  than  In  the  French 
system.  In  Great  Britain,  it  was  and  is  free  from 
duty,  while  other  foreiro  rival  woods  are  subject 
not  to  some  siAall,  as  toe  Secretary  of  State  in- 
forms us.  but  to  considerable,  and,  in  several  in- 
sMeeSjii^h  dkities.  The  dbservBtkMs  with  re- 
gwt  10  tlHS'dlfer»ee,lui  apj^iedtototwcco,  apply 
to  tUs  »tthH9  in  fttfi  Ibtte,  whh  this  addition^ 
MwWnetafliee,  Attc  some  «f  the  NorUiera  nations 
tfwht  aifti'd  to  twdersell  us.  Were  it  not  for  the 
^teetiM  defivtd  ftom  tbe  hijsfa  duties  on  their 
IMoAs.  ' 

hk  the  FittMh  Wtit  Indies,  ow  wood  is  subject 
Ift  ft  da^  ftf  «ne  pet  ceUt  sd  falon%1ntii  no  dls- 
tiaetim  fti^'or  agiinflt  «s.  hi  the  British  West 
bdies  k  is  ftee,  with  a  distteetioa  in  our  faror,  by 
Hie preUbitihn of oth«r=fbfe^ wood.  Theduty, 
H  is  troe,  is  of  no  great  conseotletice,  btit  it  is  not 
«o«f  the  prcAilbition  in  the  Bntish  West  Indtes  of 
•H  ftreign  wood,  bat  A«m  theUiiited'Otates. 

$1.  JKmertef.-^^^  the  comparison  is  in  ihvtnr 
of  FVUMe,  Mf  aaked  Mt  beinrjprohibited  both -in 
Orean  Britain  alidihe  BriUsh  We^  Indies,  while 
k  i«  pfrditoed  in  Ii>«n«:e  with  a  duty  of  8  Hvres 
per  qttintal,  and  in  the  French  West  fi^ies  with 
a  doty  of  6  Irme  per  qaintal'.  Our  fi^  oil  being 
■ttl^jec*  ta  Great  BritUD,  in  common  with  other 
IWMga.wl,  to  a  dMy  of  ISs.  6d.  stetliiv  per  ton  of 
9B&  gallons;  in  France  to  a  duty  of  7  UTresisons 
verfinMl  offfiO'poandB,  whUeotherfbreign  oil  is 
maUMM.  rmt'm  ^Mde  to  wtdnbif^  in  the 
Wet  iidiiiB-tff'bWif'eqwflHeft;  While  there  is  no 
MMhtMieii  ita  tke  aysMta  •f  QrMt  Britam  for  or 
•gainst  us,  that  of  France,  in  reject  to  fish  oil, 
makes  a  mstiiictioB  in  oar  bvar.  Bat  these  dif- 
ferences between  the  two  systems  appear  greater 
oar «  (Mpeifficial  than  itpon  a  more  aeeufate  view. 
Vim  >]tMip4e  ttp«n<»hich  each  proceeds  i»  the 
MMKipoly  of  bertWtt  market  to-  the  produdiehs 
«rher  own  fi^Miies,  and  the  exclusion,  as  Afr  as 
fOmSHk,  of  all  fbreigb  countries,  the  United  States 
not  excepted.  Bitt,  in  pursuing  this  pfincipKe,  a 
difference  of  sltQation  creates  a  d^erence  of  mea- 
snres.  Great  firifiiln,  able  to  supdy  herself,  pro- 
hibits abedotelf  ^  foreign  saltea'nsh.  France, 
unable  to  snprny  b»self,  but  aiming  at  it  with  all' 
h«i  stnogth,  lays  high  di)ties  upon  that  article,, 
H^heii  ptMneed  fron  fbieignfiahaies,  and  bestows 


[tit.  or  ft. 

high  pretniums  upon  it  when  produced  from  her 
own  fisheries.  The  duties  on  foreign  and  the 
bounties  and  premiums  on  her  own  fish,  would 
amount  to  a  c(Hni^ete  prohibition  of  ours,  if  her 
own  fisheries  had  been  able  to  produce  a  comr 

f>lete  supply ;  but  their  incapacity  to  do  this  .haa 
et  ours  mto  the  French  market,  ia  spite  of  the 
discouraeements  upon  it.  It  merits  particular  at* 
teotion  mat  in  reference  to  this  articlL  the  French 
system  conierred  upon  us  no  particuuir  privCIegr 
or  f^vor.  Other  forei^  aaltea  fish,  in  foreign  bt>^ 
toms,  stood  upon  the  same  footing  with  oar  fish, 
in  our  bottoms. 

Ckeit  Britain,  less  able  to  sUpply  herself  with 
fish  oil  than  witn  fish,  makes  a  oifierence  ia.  her 
system.  She  does  not  prohibit  the  article,  but 
lays  a  prohibitory  duty  upon  it ;  but  her  incapaci> 
ty  to  supply  herself  (as  in  the  case  of  aaltea  fi^ 
with  France)  lets  us  into  her  market  ijrith  our 
fine  oils,  in  spite  of  thediscouragementupon  oun(. 

So  France,  to  a  considerable  duty  on  our  arti- 
cle^ adds  enormous  bounties  in  favor  of  the  same 
article  the  produce  of  her  fisheries.  The  Secre- 
tary of  S'tate,  in  his  report  on  the  fisheries,  has  UQ^ 
ticed  the  measures  taken  hf  Franca  to  erect  he^ 
own  whale  fishery  on  the  ruins  of  that  of  tha 
United  States.  Tempting  our  fishermen  to  abai).- 
don  us  and  settle  at  Dunkirk,  she  allows,  for  eveiy 
too  of  shipping  employed,  between  nine  and  tea 
dollars,  with  some  other  advantages.  It  in  Uie 
conduct  of  Great  Britain  towards  us.  In  tnis  pax- 
ticuUtr,  we  discern  the  spirit  of  a  selfish  rival,  in 
that  of  Prance,  in  the  same  particular,  we  cannok 
but  see  the  machinations  of  an  inaivous  frien& 
The  distinction  in  favor  of  our  fish  oil,  as  com- 
pared with  other  foreigners^U  no  coi^nterpoise  to 
the  general  tendency  of  the  French  system,  which 
aimed  at  excluding  us  finally  from  the  competi- 
tion in.  her  maricets,  though  it  vras  deemed  prefer* 
abK  till  it  could  have  its  full  effect,  that  the  Vni^ 
ed  States  should  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  competi- 
tion, in  exclusion  of  an  auciient  and  formidable 
rival. 

To  elucidate  still  more  clearly  the  spirit  of  the 
French  system^  in  this  particular,  the  following 
facts  are  suboutted  to .  toft  considisratioa  of  th^ 
Committee : 

1.  In  Aiwost,  the  arrit  giving  admissiw 
to  foreign' &h  in  the  W^t  India  markets  ww 
pancd.  In  September,  another  arrit  passed, 
granting  a  premium  of  10  livres  per  quintal  cj| 
French  fish.  §eyen  days  afte^so  great  was  theu 
jealousy  on  this  sulyect,  another  I>ps>^ 
raisi^  the  du^  on  foreiga  fish,  ioeluding  that  ef 
the  United  Statet  from  3  to  5  Uvres. 

2.  An  arret  of  the  29th  of  December,  1785; 
grants  a  right  or  deposite  or  storing  for  ^ix  m^ntbA 
in  Franof^  to  all  the  product^jsns  of,  the  iJqitea 
States,  tc^  order  to  re-exportation,  paving  o^ly  % 
duty  of  one  per  cent  In  February  foUowiiw,l»& 
than  two  months  after,  another  arrit  passed, 
cepting  fro^  this  right  all  the  products  of  ^fisJbri 
enes,  evidently  from  a  jealousy  of  oyr  interferenca 
with  the  French  fishenes, 

3.  A  lurthcf  explanation  of  ^^int  of  the  svs- 
'tem  on  this  point  is  to  be  found  in  a  passage  of  a 
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report  to  the  National  Assembly,  in  the  year  1789, 
from  the  Committees  of  Agriculture  and  Com- 
merce. Ai^er  stating  a  diminution  of  the  product 
of  the  French  cod  fishery,  during  the  year  1789, 
the  report  proceeds  thus :  This  aiminutioD  ought 
**  to  be  attributed  to  the  collusion  of  the  En^Ush 
and  Free  Americans  who  contrived  to  disap- 
**  point  the  Frencli  fisheries  by  finding  means  to 
**  supply  us  with  their  fisbj  while  they  eluded  the 

*  payment  of  the  duty  which  was  imposed  on  im- 
"  portation,  in  order  to  establish  a  preference  in 
*•  favor  of  me  cod  of  the  French  fishery." 

6.  Pot  and  Pearl  Ashes. — The  system  of  Great 
Britain  is  evidently  more  favorable  to  this  produc- 
tion (sixth  in  importance  of  the  exports  of  the 
United  States)  than  the  system  of  France — the 
former  giving  a  preference  to  our  article  by  mak- 
ing it  free,  while  the  same  article  from  other  fo- 
re^ countries  is  subject  to  a  duty  of  2s.  3d.  per 
cwt. ;  the  latter  placing  our  article  on  the  same 
footing  with  that  of  other  foreign  countries.  The 
obsenratious  I  hare  made  with  regard  to  tobacco 
apidy  to  this  article  in  foil  force.  In  the  West 
India  possessions  of  the  two  countries  it  is  equally 
prohilnted. 

7.  SkUted  Meat.— the  regulations  of  France 
with  re^rd  to  this  utide  f  sevoith  in  consequence 
of  our  exports)  are  clearly  more  favorable  than 
dtose  of  Great  Britain.  France  admits  both  beef 
and  pork  into  her  home  market,  with  a  duty  of  5 
livres  per  quintal ;  in  her  West  India  markets,  she 
^mits  beef,  with  a  duty  of  one  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem, and  3  livres  ]>er  quintal,  but  prohibits  pork. 
Great  Britain  prohibits  both  beef  and  pork  in  her 
home  and  West  India  markets.  Neither  country 
makes  any  distinction  in  this  particular  for  or 
•gainst  the  United  States. 

8.  Aidi^.— This  article  (eighth  in  value  of  our 
exports)  stands  upon  a  decidedly  better  footing 
In  the  system  of  Great  Britain  than  in  ^t  M 
France.  France  is  herself  our  competitor  in  the 
supply  of  her  own  market,  and  she  aims  at  secur- 
ing to  herself  the  monopoly  of  it  by  adding  to  the 
advantage  of  a  superior  quality  of  her  own  indigo, 
as  asserted  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  discour- 
kgement  to  ours  of  double  the  duty  paid  on  her 
own.  Great  Britain  admits  the  article  into  her 
home  market  free  of  duty.  Both  countries  ex- 
eltide  it  fVom  their  West  India  market.  Neither 
make  any  dbtinction  for  or  against  us. 

'9.  Live  Animals. — The  regulations  both  of 
France  and  Great  Britain  may  be  considered  as 
substantially  the  same  in  regard  to  this  article ; 
the  small  duty  of  one  per  cent,  ad  valorem  laid  by 
France  in  the  West  Indies,  while  it  is  free  in  the 
British  West  Indies,  being  really  of  no  in«at  eon- 
■equence.  Neither  country  makes  my  distinctioQ 
for  or  against  as. 

10.  flaxseed.'— The  same  may  be  said  of  this 
fa  the  preeedSttg  artiele.  If  free  in  Grtot  Bri- 
laili,  jtwas  subject  odrtoaduty  of  one-eighth  per 
eeuL  ad  valorem  in  France.  It  is  prohibited  in 
tht  West  Indies  of  both  cotmtries.  There  is  no 
distinction  in  ihe  system  of  either  nation  for  or 
against  us.  I 

•  U.  yatal  Btdrts,  viz:  Pitchy  Tbr,  7ypen-| 


tiTie,  arid  Rosin. — These  articles  were  ^ore  favor- 
ed by  the  system  of  Great  Britain  thani  of  France. 
In  the  latter,  they  were  subject  to  a  duty  of  two- 
and-a-half  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  with  no  distinct 
tionin  our  favor.  In  the  former,  our  tar  and  pitch 
are  subject  to  a  duty  of  lis.' per  lastj  while  tar  and 
pitch  of  other  countries  pay  12s.  4d.  per  last ;  oui 
turpentine  is  subject  to  a  duty  of  2s.  3d.  per  cwt^ 
while  that  of  other  countries  pays  12s.  Qd.;  our 
rosin  only  Is.  6d.  per  cwt.,  thiaf  ofother  countries 
2s.  4d.  These  duties  fall  under  a  like  conaidera.* 
tion  as  those  on  tobacco.  The  duty  on  our  com- 
modity produced  in  the  British.  Dominions  is  no 
detriment  to  us.  The  higher  duties  on  the  same 
commodity  from  other  foreign  countries  are  bounr 
ties  on  ours,  in  common  with  the  same  commodi- 
ty produced  in  the  British  possessions.  -In  the 
French  West  Indies  these  articles  were  received 
upon  a  dutv  of  one  per  cent  ad  valorem  equally 
with  the  li«e  articles  of  other  foreign  countries. 
In  the  British  West  Indies,  besides  being  free,  they 
enjoy  the  advantage  of  a  prohibiUo;!.  of  t^e  foreign 
articles.  ^' 

12.  hon^  Bar  and  Pig;— In  respect  to  this  «rtiK 
cle,  likewise,  the  system  of  Great  Britain  ia  mory 
fof  orable  than  that  of  Fcaoee.  While  in  Franoe 
there  is  no  distinction  for  or  agaiaet  m,  in  OnM 
Britain,  our  iron  is  free,  and  that  of  otW  mw* 
tries  is  subject,  bar  irMi,  to  a  duty  o£  iftm  Me.  Sd. 
to  67s.  2d.  per  ton ;  [Hg  iron,  to  a  duty  of  Sa.  0(L 
per  ton.  It  is  remarlrable  that  Irish-  4roa  pays 
in  Great  Britain  a  duty  of  30s.  LOd.  per  losu 
Both  in  the  French  and  British  Wen  Indies^ 
the  article  is  {wohibited. .  The  SecKtary  ot 
State,  to  show  the  insignificance  of  the  discnni- 
nation  in  our  favor,  observes,  that  w«-da  not  make 
enough  for  our  own  consumption ;  but  this  was 
not  foreseen  bv  Great  Britain  when  tfae  disciimi' 
nation  begui,  having  arisen  from  the  late  ^  rapid 
increase  of  manufactures  of  iroa*  Tlh^  is-eviii(!ed 
by  the  fact  that,  in  a  year,  ending  3^  Septan* 
ber,  1790,  our  export  of  uoa  to  Great  Britain 
amounted  to  $81,612. 

The  foregoing  remarks  lUtabUBticleuly  tlvitthe 
principal  productions  of  thia  coun^}  geninaUfr 
speakmg,  are  more  &vond  by  ^e  Britiu  than  by 
the  French  commercial  system* 

Here  it  may  be  prop^  u>  ehow'tiba  wiQwt,«if 
the  several  articles  wnioh.  haj^  been  tile  MhjM* 
of  inquiry  exported  to  the  req>^tirv|i  domiMOBs 
those  countries  for  the  peiipd  «C  op*  .yeU|  <i4if 
30th  SapUmber,  1790:  . 


Th  the  Donnniont  ofVrtstKe. 


WaffladtM..  . 

Fkmr 

Grua 

.  77/m 

Tobkcco 

Rice 

...  IMUOl 

106^ 

Wood  - 

11<^ 

m,i7S 

Salted  fish 

1.106 

609,106 

Fish  oil  - 

91,398 

14.714 

PotandpeariadM 

S0,730 

Salt  meats 

14.109 
10^97 

804,345 

Indigo 

1,76« 
,  SSS,79ft 

Live  stock 
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Pmmerce  qf  the  United  Statm. 


7b  the  Domisnfom  of  Prance — Coatinued* 

Anidas.  Fnne*.  WMtlndiw. 

FhxMMl  -         -  .  8,390 

Nvniatora       ■>  8,169  4,197 

ban                 -  .          l^fiSS  633 


Totd 


l,89S;t88 
8,08M»M 


8,081,060 


To  tte  Dominiom  of  Great  Britam. 


IW  • 

TobMoe  • 

Bies 

Wood 

Mofl  - 
Pm  and  peatl  ubM 
BbH  meat! 

bidigo 

Flaxwed  - 

Kwil  fltOlM 


Tool 


Ontt  Britain. 
•676;»74 
411,666 
3,754^93 
773,863 
340,174 
10 
81^ 
747,078 
898' 
478,880 

319,934 
190^0 
81,619 


vrMtladlw. 
««e8,006 

378,606 
83,816 
180,087 
383,481 
7,189 
134 

6,669 
6,700 
63,416 

6,183 
000 


6,661^ 
1^744 


l,808t744 


To  Bfiliik  IkiBiiniow  8,467478 

The  total  amount  of  exports  to  the  Ifiitish  and 
French  Dominions,  for  three  years  successively, 
is  as  follows : 

To  the  Domi&ioBs  of  Great  Britain  $9,246,606  00 
TotheDomiuoUK^Fiaiuw      -  4,668,902  00 


JPrcwa  of  exportation  to  the  Do- 
mmions  of  Great  Britain         -  4,977.704  00 


JPor  a  year  ending  9Sitk  Septembef,  17»l. 

To  the  Dominions  of  Great  Britain  •7,953,418  81 
To  those  of  France         -        -  4,298,762  26 


fixecM  of  exports  to  the  Oowhmw 


oC  Great  Bfitain- 


-  3»654,656  96 


For  a  year  ending  30th  Septemiter,  179S. 
T«  the  DenuiuQu  of  QrcfttBiitain  •8^9,466  00 
Totho^MofFquwe         -         -  6^43,543-00 


BnesB  to  Gnat  Britain  • 


-  8,085,922  00 


Thus  it  appears  that  our  exportations  to  the 
British  DommiODs,  upon  an  averaoe  of  three  y^rs, 
hare  exceeded  those  to  the  Ftencn  Dominions,  id 
the  Tery  considerable  sum  of  93,752,760  anoually. 
To  judge  from  the  fact  of  our  exportations,  whe- 
ther viewed  in  the  detaili  according  to  the  tahle 
of  particular  articles,  or  hy  the  awregate,  for  thre^ 
successive  yvar^  established  by  omoial  documents^ 


there  would  be  no  hesitation  to  pronouaea  thft 
Great  Britain  is  a  more  important  customer  to  m 
than  France,  not  much  short,  indeed,  of  the  ratio 
of  two  to  one.  ISut  the  Secretary  of  State  infomu 
u&^ "  that  the  greatest  part  of  what  die  receives 
"  from  us  is  re-exported  to  other  countries,  under 
"  the  useless  charges  of  an  intermediate  dei>osite 
"  and  double  voyage."  The  accuracy  of  this  as- 
sertion may  justly l>e  questioned.  It  is  probaldy. 
in  a  great  measure,  founded  on  the  statements  ta 
Lord  Sheffield,  without  a  proper  allowance  for  the 
change  of  circumstances.  Admitting  those  state- 
ments to  be  correct]  they  are  no  standard  for  the 
present  state  of  things.  It  is  knovnoi.  that,  at  the 
period  to  which  they  relate.  Great  Britain  had  a 
monopoly  of  our  trade ;  that  we  could  not,  gene- 
rally speaking,  carry  our  commodities  to  other 
countries.  Of  course,  she  became  an  intermediary 
between  us  and  them,  and  her  re-exportations  m 
our  commodities  must  have  been  very  ccmsidera- 
Ue.  But,  having  had,  since  the  estaUishment  of 
our  independence,  free  access  to  other  countriec^ 
Great  Britain  has  ceased  to  be  an  intermediary 
between  them  and  us,  except  in  those  cases  ia 
which  the  direct  relations  oi  commerce  betweea 
Us  and  certain  countries  render  it  less  convenieni 
to  carry  our  commodities  ourselves  directly  tf 
them,  than  to  use  Great  Britain  as  ah  erOrepit. 
This,  however,  is  a  case  of  limited  extent.  For 
the  most  part,  we  carry  on  a  direct  commerce  with 
the  different  countries  of  Europe.  Any  rule, 
drawn,  then,  from  the  state  of  things  prior  to  our 
Revolution,  would  be  entirelyfalse,  m  reference 
to  the  actual  state  of  things.  We  may,  therefore, 
venture  boldly  to  question  the  accuracy  of  the 
Secretary  of  StateV  assertifn,  as  he  does  not  fur- 
nish  us  with  the  data  oo  which  it  is  grounded,  ia% 
fn»n  the  nature  of  the  thing,  it  is  not  nrobabl^  that 
any  satisfactory  ones  were  poweased  by  him :  ai^ 
it  IS  improbable,  on  a  general  view,  that  so  large 
a  proportion  as  he  supposes  is  re-exported.  But 
we  may  satisfy  ourselves  further,  by  a  more  par- 
ticular view,  of  the  error  of  his  conjecture.  The 
same  authoritv  from  which,  I  presume,  his  sug- 
gestions are  derived,  that,  before  the  war,  oii«>- 
"  third  of  our  indigo  and  three-fourths  of  our  to- 
"bacco.aDd  rice,  carried  to  Great  Britain,  were 
"  re-exported,"  informs  us  that  ^  most,  if  not  a^ 
"  our  other  articles  were  consumed  there.'^  A 
document,!  before  referred  to,  informs  us,  in  ad- 
ditioiL  that  the  average  of  imports  into  Great  Bri- 
tain, for  six  years,  ending  in  1774,  {torn  the  Unit- 
ed States,  was,  annually  -  -  £1,752,142 
That  the  avenge  of  six  years,  ending 
in  1789,  was  - 


cuustiiTitiiig  an  annual  decrease  of  -  £843,056 
nearly  half    the  whfie  amount  of  fonner  exports. 

The  same  document  accounts  for  this  differencci 
by  stating  that  the  decrease  of  imports  of  rice  and 
tobaeoo  horn  the  United  States  since  the  war, 


*l<«d  SjwfflBiaitObtarTtUoM  on  Uw  CocBWrce  of  ths  Aawri- 
emit  9tum,  p.  B9. 
t-B^MioC  th*  Lgfds  oftlw  Privy  Couwil,  Ap. «. 
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Commerce  of  the  United  Stale*.  [Jawoakt,  fTOfc 


VMMweo ....  £589,967  6  0 
Rice      ....    190,526  15  4 


Making,  together-         -  £779,614   1  4 


Oar  own  documents  prove,  in  respect  to  the  ar- 
ticle of  tohacco,  that  more  than  one-half  of  our 
export  is  directly  from  the  United  States  to  conn- 
Jtries  other  than  Great  Britain.  The  decrease  in 
the  articles  of  tobacco  and  rice  is  a  convincing 
proof  that  we  now  cUry,  ourselrei^  to  other  fo- 
nign  markets,  the  pineijial  part  of  that  propot- 
lUta  of  these  articles  which  used  formerly  to  be 
eirried  to  Great  Britain  and  re-«xportea  from 
thenee.  "When  we  consider  this  met,  and  the 
small  proportimi  which  indigo  hears  to  our  whole 
export  the  prohability  of  a  proportional  diminu- 
ticm  of  the  qtuntity  of  that  article  re-exported, 
and  that  these  three  articles  are  the  only  conside- 
rable ones  of  re-exportation,  we  must  cwclude 
that  there  U  great  exaggeration  in  the  supposition 
ih»t  the  greatest  part  of  our  commodities  now 
earned  to  Great  Britain  is  re-exported  from  thence. 
There  appears  to  be  a  strong  probalHlity  that  the 
allowance  of  one-third  of  our  whole  exports  to 
Great  Britain  for  re-exportation  would  be  ample. 
Let  us,  theoLtake  this  proportion  as  a  rule  of  cal- 
culation, with  refnrd  to  the  British  Dominions 
other  than  Great  Britain  herself^  the  idea  of  re- 
ezportatipn  is  not  more  applicable  to  them  than 
to  me  dominions  of  France.  Let  us,  according  to 
Aese  data,  comnite  the  prohaUe  ccmsmnptitm  o£ 
Great  Britain  TOr  the  years  before  mentioned. 
The  computation  will  stand  thus: 

fWOeyearemiingZmSeptmber,  1790. 

Two-thirds  the  CKport  to  Great  Bri- 
tain herself  .        .        -  -^mflSB 

Whate  of  export  to  her  other  Domin- 
ipBs  8)3W,683 


Actual  consumption  of  British  Domi- 

nioBs    .    -        .        .        .  6^950,305 

Total  c^eiti  to  Pieneh  Dominions  in 

that          •        -        -        .  4,668,902 


Ibteess  of  actual  eonsomption  of  Bri- 
tish Dominions  berwia  total  of  ex- 
'  portttion  of  French  Dominions     -  2^1,363 


Fbr  Ae  year  ending  30lfc  Stptembm;  1791. 
TwD-thirds  qf  onoit  to  Great  Bolain 

hanelf  -  -  -  -$B^hfi3Z 
Whole  exports  to  her  other  Dominiws  3,010,868 


A«tvBl  Qoasnmpttoncif  British  Domd- 

niona  -  ,-  .  -  -  «^,900 
Total  ezporu  to  French  Dognniou  -  4)398,763 


Excess  of  actual  consumption  of  Bri- 
tish Dominions  berond  total  of  ex- 
portatum  to  Ftoien  Dominions     •  12,007.138 


f\jr  the  year  eftdfei^  SMI  8eptenAer,  1798. 

Two  thirds  of  export  to  Great  Britain 
herself  -1^170,881 

Whole  exportatien  to  her  other  Domi- 
nions      .  -        -        -        -  3,613;2l7 


Actual  consnnption  ef  British  Domi- 
nions        ....  &684,049 
Total  exports  to  Ftoieh  {yofhiniDUs  -  S;mfi4Z 

Bxeess  -         -         -   '     -  1,440^ 


FnM  this  riew,  It  may  rationally  be  inftmA 
diat  C^t  Brhain  and  her  dominions  ncmeS^ 
consumed,  annually,  of  our  commodities,  two  mi^' 
lions  of  dollars  more  in  value  than  France  and  het 
dominions.  The  comparison  upon  these  years  is 
particularly  favorable  to  France.  In  the  markets 
of  Great  Britain  and  her  dominions  things  have 
gone  on  during  the  whole  time  in  their  natural 
course,  while,  m  those  of  France  and  her  domir 
nions,  from  the  relaxations  incident  to  a  state  <^ 
revolution  and4M»ralsioii,  and  from  the  additioM 
wamts  created  by  -die  same  causes  oat  «oniiMMV> 
ties  have  found  a  much  groiter  latitude  in  tkeii 
marhats  than  thay  mnld  eqjoy  in  settled  timea. 

We  have  seen  ttet,  in  the  years  1786  and  1788, 
a  very  small  qnuoitj^  of  flour  was  exported  to 
France  and  doaainionB,  (for  Philadelphia  is, 
in  this  caBe,a||iOoA«t«bdarifor^ii4iol<L)wfaile, 
in  the  years  upon  which  the  computation  dm  been 
just  made,  this  article  has  been  the  principal  Itena 
m  the  supplies  to  the  French  Dominions.  The 
just  inference  is,  that^  in  settled  times,  Great  Bri- 
tain, with  her  dottiuons,  has  been^  end  would  bc^ 
a  mtoeh  better  customer  to'the  Umted  States,  an 
than  France  with  her  dominimis. 

But  the  stress  whioh  is  laid  u^on  the  K-eifoo- 
aitiosu  frem  Great  Britain,  as  dinuishiag  htt  value 
as  a  customer,  is  fomded  <m  frUse  {winciptes. 
Since  we  hare  access  to  the  countries  to  mieh 
shete-exportaaoawof  onreaanaaodiliBa^ shall 
carry  dten  there  ouadvea^  in  eweiy.  case  in  whieh 
it  is  our  interest  to  do  so.  In  order,  however,  to 
its  being  our  interest  to  do  so,  it  is  necessary  not 
only  that  the  countries  in  question  should  sta^ 
in  need  of  oar  eoaundtiios,  but  that  they  shoaH 
have  commodities,  which  it  would  be  eenvAiient 
for  ns  to  neeire  in  exchange.  Otherwise,  espe- 
cially where  dutaat  voyag»  are  to  be  performed, 
our  vessels  would  find  sv^cient  employtne&t  w 
render  voyajg^  profitable,  DOT  woaM  the  catirtiS 
employed  be  always  turned  to  Aie  advantage. 
Ayia,  the  nature  of  the  trade  may  be  such  as  to 
reqaiie  greater  capital  for  carrying  it  oa  yntk 
advantage  than  our  merchants  may  possess,  and 
the  capital  of  our  merchants^  left  free  by  the  inter- 
position of  foreign  capitids,  may  flow  m  a  conrat 
of  more  beneftcnl  eua|doymeiit 

In  snch  a  state  of  tbmM,  if  there  were  no  nadoli 
whose  relaticns  with  tne  eonntries  in  questiott 
made  it  convenient  to  be  j|n  ititeimediary  betweeft 
as  and  them,  our  comitftfSities  would  not  find  thait 
way  thither  in  equal  quantities  to  what  ^y  now 
d(^  if  at  aH.  The  inttrventiiBi  <rf  Great  Britain, 


Digitized  by 


iff 


tmaS'  OF.  CQHOKBaEL 


It* 


€kmmem  af  m  tMittd  maim. 


{H.orJ 


4Mnfoi%  naif,  in  matt  cans,  be  emuMend  u  a 
BMU  of  CKtaaduff,  instead  «f  i^ndging  ow  eem^ 
■UBOBi  and  that  intemati<Hi  may  be  no  ham  bene- 
Old  to  vs,  thaa  if  Bhemn  heraelf  tlw  conniner 
of  the  coaamodittes. 

The  betof  €h«at  Britain  beidgan  intarmadiarr, 
«s  br  OB  it  is  tnn,  being  tbcn  the  rondt  of  tbe 
natwalcQOfae  of  trade,  left  to  itself,  is  a  proof  that 
it  is  the  interest  of  the  United  fttates  that  she 
•hooM  stuul,  in  the  eaaea  sappoaed,  in  the  irebtiou 
ua  vhiefa  she  does  stand,  between  as  and  other  fo- 
leuB  conntries.  There  is,  therefore,  nothing  of 
w^ht  in  the  ofasenratifliL  that  the  quantities  of 
oar  commodities  which  Great  Britau  reeeires, 
le  «■  mills,  are  gwalBe  than  ^'nasoi  ornation- 
■I  intanat  wddU  dulata" 

IMPORTS. 

I  shall  proceed,  in  the  next  l^Me,  to  a  ticw  of 
our  impart  trade  with  the  dominiou  of  Fraaee 
and  Britain. 

Theee,  in  the  year  taken  by  Mc  Jh»wi»^ 

WW— 

From  Oreat  BritMi  and  bar  duai- 

nions  $15,285,428 

From  France  and  her  dominions  -  S,0Q8,348 
Froaa  the  fieecetary's  statenent,  it  appears,  that 
about  tfaree^boittu  of  our  tmportE  cosne  from 
Great  Britain  and  her  doMimoi^  of  which  a  con* 
wderaUa  part  is  from  the  West  faidies.  This, 
•00^  aeams  Co  be  considered  fay  sone  persons  as  a 
friawnee.  Bat  it  is  among  the  eiretunsunoes 
wideh  demoDstraie,  to  an  imhiasBad  niMi,  the 
«at  impartuce  and  nCili^  of  oar  tsade  with 
Cheat  Bntim:  mrean  an.  alteration  be  made,  bat 
by  means  nwcnt  and  conlmy  to  our  interests; 
encept  in  a  way  whic&  is  not  the  abject  of  the 
Report,  naaaely,  an  effieaoions  system  of  enooa- 
fagcenent  to  hooae  muiu&etaras.  Everjr  efiSort 
to  tam  tlK  tide  of  trade  from  Great  Bntain  to 
other  eooDtries,  will  amotmt  M  a  paeauun  ttpoa 
the  naanftetarea  and  jpradnetions  of  those  eoun* 
tries,  at  the  expanse  et  -tte  pe^la  of  the  United 
Bialis. 

Hoiv  does  it  happen  that  the  impoMs  fren  Great 
Btitamarcsoooaaidcaafale?  Endoaily  from  nro 


IsC  Beoaase  Great  Btiiain,  Mgmgately  eonei' 
ijaiad,  ia  mwiieilionalily  Ae  Snl  manabctnitng 
country  u  the  worid,  and  oan  snpply  ns  widi  the 
gfaaaa^t  nnmber  of  articles  we  want,  on  tiie  best 


Sd.  Becanee  her  aacaehanta  have  large  ci^stala, 
sad  eaa  aAnd  t*  giro  ns  extenmTt  eivdit.  Oar 
mefdwuti^  in  general,  have  smaU  capitals,  and 
wmmt  cffedtL 

Ba^  the  one  and  the  other  oimamstanoaiaaka 
h  the  interest  of  this  coomry  to  And  wi^  iSat,  to 
the  eocteni  we  da 

it  is  tnaaafestly  onr  interest  to  be  eappUed  with 
the  manufiwtoKe  we  want,  of  the  best  quality, 
mmd  m  the  best  tonus,  and  to  take  them  frem  that 
cowiay  whichris  most  abletq  ftunish  theat.  ,De- 
ficsent  in  capital  oorselres,  it  im»  been  very  useful 
to  ns  to  find  a  coamtiy  which  qo^j^piy  Aat 


nouiish  Aa  industry,  the  agiicaiture.  and  'the 
eoouneme  of  diis  ooontry,  and  to  anvanee  itt 
growth ;  and,  dioogh  in  a  no-  lees  dwree,  it  cM- 
tinaes  still  to  have  the  sawe  efibet.  m  ptoportitni 
as  we  have  less  need  of  onr  own  oapital,  to  pro- 
ehase  the  foreign  commodities  we  waM,  is  oar 
ability  to  use  it,  in  the  exponadon  of  omr  own,  in 
ship  bnildingand  navigation, in  mani^HitiucesaBd 
other  intern^  imprerements,  and  is  the  payuift 
of  the  national  revenne. 

■There  is  no  ccnntry  in  the  world  in  a  sitoatio* 
to  benefit  so  muoh  by  (he  aid  of  foreign  capital,  aa 
the  United  States,  l^is  eases,  not  vaSf  mm 
the  inadeqoattnesB,  conqiared  with  the  omaels  of 
euptimBeat  of  onr  own  cuM,  bat  fion  the  eav* 
ditton  m  whi^  we  are,  with  Bamemu  lestmrces 
nneaplored  and  toMlevelcmd. 

Bat,  it  has  been  smd,  that  Praane  can  nnlf 
OS  with  man^  artietes  better  than  Gnat  Biiiun. 
This  expreenoD,  b«tUr,  ongf^t  to  Inelode  ereiKt,  as 
well  as  jmoe  and  qoality  j  for,  if  we  stand  In  aeed 
of  credit,  that  ooimtry  which  oannot  give  it  to  in, 
cannot  sn^ly  ns  on  as  good  torms  as  the  oountif 
which  can.  Now,  it  is  known  that  the  meKhanta 
of  France  are  oniHU^  or  unable  to  give  eowpo- 
tent  credit  to  our  merehants.  Moreover,  thacm 
it  may  be  true  that  France  can  supply  us  with 
some  articles  of  as  good,  or  better  quality  than 
Great  Britain,  the  nnmber  and  extent  of  Oiem  is 
small,  compared  with  the  number  and  extent  c( 
the  articles  widi  which  Great  Britaia  and  Ireland 
ean fUmish  us,  of  bettn q(uMty,Hiid, qmlity ao»- 
sidered^  che^HT  than  France  The  gvsat  boUi  tlf 
the  artuleswe  import  from  filueepe,  consists' of 
hard-mes,  earthen  ware,  manufliotnres  of  cotton 
and  wool,  and  linens;  all  of  which,  for  ment 
use,  can  be  bad  better  from  Britain  and  mIbmA 
Uian  from  other  couutiiee.  The  present  <gftiemely 
deranged  state  of  the  mannfactoMs  af  Pmee,  is 
not  here  noticed^  as  Ae  argoment  is  deemed  sidl' 
eiendy  strong  without  it.  Every  man  of  burintnt 
fcnowB  that  it  is  of  moment  to  a  mei«faaiit,lo  And 
a  vaiioos  end  w^  assorted  cargo,  and  that  it  i^ 
generally  speidking,  his  interest  to  go  to  that  plae* 
where  he  ean  obtain  the  greatest  varietfof  th« 
artides  of  his  trade,  though  senM  of  them  aaay  nel 
be  upon  equally  good  tenna,  rather  than  go  te 
another,  where  he  caUMt  have  the  same  variety 
and  assortmeirt  of  good  arthdea,  thoogh  heaai^t 
he-Me  to  (A«iin  there  »  few  cf  bcner  qualityend 
lower  price.  Hence,  Great  Britain  is,  in  every 
view,  the  best  sumUer  of  this  country.  Ai  tioAt 
has  been  hitherto  left  to  find  it"  own  channels,  the 
presumption  is.  that  it  has  flowed  into  thaee  when 
Its  natural  relatioais  and  its  beet  intereAshifve  led* 

I  shall  notdmy  tfaatitiR>idd  bedeBiraUe^inoi^ 
der  te  dknini^  our  dependence  for  saMj^  cn  oh 
natioB,  that  others  could  attract  a  poifioa  «f  the 
trade  we  have  with  Gieat  Britain,  by  beiagafall 
to  sup^y  as  equally  weU  wiA  what  wa  woab 
and  in  aaanncr  which  would  make  it  the  intoaeet 
of  o«r  OMrohantsto  torn  their  aUentian  towards 
them.  But  it  will  not  foUow,  that  such  cham 
oi^t  to  be  brought  about  bf  artificial  ttflthoik 
InSced,thi*  cannot  be  done,  inAiM  eoeriflslig 
thm  istmaiecf-thia  eomry  hoihoaeaf -Mhors. 
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To  lessen  ttte  importatioik  of  the  commodities 
of  Great  Britain,  as  far  ae  it  may  be  practicable, 
ire  au3t  hare  recourse  to  ittduinttoos  or  to  du^ 
des,  so  much  higher  thaa  those  paid  by  other  coun- 
tries on  the  like  articles,  as  to  oounterbalanoe  the 
lUsadrantages  they  labor  under,  in  the  competititHi 
for  oui  market.  Either  method  will  operate  as  a 
bounty  upon  the  commodities  of  certam  foreign 
natioDs,  to  the  prejudice  of  others,  which  bounty 
will  be  paid  at  the  expense  of  out  citizens.  A 
pnlubiboa,  by  lessening  the  competition  of  foreign 
aatiaofcanq  ot  course  the  quantity  of  goods  brou^t 
to  market,  would  increase  the  inice  of  the  goods 
of  tfaoae  natioeu  to  whom  the  monopdy  was 
mnni  our  citizens  would  consequently  pay  dearer 
for  their  supply,  and  would  sustain  a  positiTe  ex- 
pense to  support,  not  their  own  industry  and  manu- 
Mturea^  bat  those  of  other  countries.  The  same 
effect  would  happen  in  the  case  of  additional  du- 
ties ;  they  would  either  exclude  the  articles  of  the 
countries  u^on  which  they  were  laid,  and  operate 
»  a  prohibition,  or,  if  they  did  not,  they  would 
temd  to  raise  the  pnces  of  all  articles  of  the  same 
kind,  from  wbaterer  country  brought :  thoae  who 
im^t  the  highly  dutied  articles  would  endeavor 
to  incorporate  the  duty  with  the  price,  because 
Aej  could  not  afford  to  do  otherwise.  The  im- 
porters from  the  other  countries  would  take  ad- 
vantage of  this  circumstance  to  increase  their 
ptaBXf  and  would  add  proportionally  to  the  price 
o£  mir  commodities.  But  the  very  necessity  of 
laying  high  duties  to  faror  the  competition  of 
other  countries,  supposes  that  they  cannot  affoi4  to 
■ell  their  commodities  of  equal  quality  as  cheap  as 
the  country  on  whose  commodities  the  duties  are 
laid,  and  aims,  by  rendering  these  deajrer^  to  bring 
them  at  least  to  the  lerelof  those  which  were 
before  undersold.  It  results,  that  the  people  of 
the  United  States  will  have  to  pay  higher  prices 
than  ibmwrly,  and  this,  as  already  observed,  not 
for  their  own  advantage,  but  for  that  of  foreigners. 

Amo^g  the  contrivanees  used  to  depreciate  the 
value  of  our  commercial  connexion  with  Great 
Britain,  is  this,  that  the  credit  whicfa  she  gives  us 
k  peniHioaB,  by  inducing  as  to  run  in  debt  As 
ml  raght  it  be  said,  that  cnAt  which  a  set- 
tin  «f  a«ir  knd  obMLiu,  upon  the  land  which  he 
hat  Mirebaaed,  or  that  whieh  a  tailor  gets  upon 
the  eknh  whieh  he  wwks  up,  in  the  eoone  of  his 
tiade,  ia  prejudiciaL  The  truth  ie,  diat  ercdiL 
though  liable  to  abifee,  is  the  substitute  for  capital 
ia  aU  Utdes.  and  that  it  serves  to  foster  themj  and 
increase  the  mass  {rf*  industry,  thcragh  the  slothful 
'  and  extravagant  sn^  by  it.  In  a  young  country, 
like  oars,  it  is  an  essential  nutriment 

If  :w«  Hra  to  the  West  Indies,  there,  too,  the 
eompariwtt  as  to  our  supply  ii  in  favor  of  Great 
Bntaifl.  While,fH>m  the  Frenob  West  Indies,  the 
pimsaamt  sya4cm  of  France  aUovrs  us  to  hare 
ttolhing  hut  oudassee  and  rum,  that  ef  Qre^t  Bri' 
Uim  aUowH  us  mm  only  to  have  those  artides,  but, 
in  addition  to  diem,  sngax,  cttfee,  cocoa,  ginger, 
yuMHo,  and  salt,  and  that  diicctly  flrom  the 
Hhwdit  vtfUle  the  §tmnl  robe  is,  that  they  nn- 
Mtbeeanied  diraetly  toany  other  fwaign  coun- 
try. U  ought  to  bftdwrnad  no  iMcwiidiiaMB  mL 


vantage  to  have  a  direct  supply  from  the  iriaalB 
of  necessaries  and  comfSorto  so  impcnrtantto  us,  and 
to  be  relieved  from  the  inconvenience  and  expense 
of  getting  them  by  the  cironitous  route  of  Europe; 
an  advantage  to  which  we  were  left  by  the  sys- 
tem of  France,  as  &r  as  it  eould  be  executed.  Its 
having  been  in  a  great  degree  frustrated  by  Colo- 
nial relaxations  and  contraband  practices,  does  not 
alter  the  cMnidexion  of  that  system. 

It  follows,  nom  what  has  been  said,  that  Great 
Britain  is  ear  best  fumisher,  as  well  as  our  best 
eoatomn. 

MATIGATIOM. 

IttJtU  the  points  vpon  which  the  eoraparisDn  of 
our  commerce  with  Great  ^tain  and  Ftkobb  has 

hitherto  turned,  the  advantag^e  is  on  the  ride  of 
that  which  we  carry  on  with  Great  Britain. 
The  only  point  <^  further  comparison  respects  our 
navigation. 

In  the  trade  immediately  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  as  far  as  respects  our 
own  commodities,  our  ships  are.  upon  the  same 
footing  with  those  of  Great  Britain,  (with  the  ex- 
ceptioDj  only,  of  Is.  9d.  sterling  per  ton,  for  light 
Btid  Trmity  dueij.  paid  more  on  ours  than  on  On- 
tiah  vessels,  in  all  the  ports  of  Bngland,  hmt  Lon- 
don,^ and  on  a  better  footing  than  those  other 
forugn  Powers;  for,  while  they  pay,  upon  the 
cairiage  of  several  of  their  own  emnmoditiea, 
additiraal  duties,  edlod  alicD  dntie^  oor  ships 
ue  exempt  from  them.  This  is  a  discriaunataou 
of  some  conseqtienoe  in  our  fiivor,  bencAcial  not 
only  to  our  navigation,  but  to  our  apiculture,  ft 
is,  to  a  certain  extent  a  d^artore,  in  our  fkror, 
from  the  principle  of  her  Navieition  Act 

In  the  trade  between  the  Unitad  States  and 
France,  our  ships  are  upon  the  same  foMing  with, 
the  most  favoreo  nations,  not  better.  So  far,  there- 
fore, the  comparison  is  in  &vor.of  the*systcm 
Great  Britain.  Bat  France  allows  lu  to  earrr 
thither  forei^  commodities  in  our  bottoms,  wiiicn 
Great  Britain  does  not  permit.  Thb  is  an  advan- 
tage, but  it  is  one  which  we  enjoy  in  common 
with  («her  nations,  and  its  importance,  in  fact  has 
hitherto  not  been  very  ^eat,  though  it  has  been 
rendered  greater  than  it  wtKild  natumlly  be,  bjr 
the  disordered  state  of  her  West  India  ofiUrs. 

The  point  truly  intcresriu  to  us  is  ^e  tmimge 
of  our  own  eenmodittes.  ^fOm  the  Britidi  West 
Indies  our  vessels  are  entirely  exeloded.  (exeept 
in  the  instance  o[  salt  from  Turk's  Island,)  while 
France  admits  into  he*  islands  onr  vessek  ctf  sixty 
tons  and  upvnuda,  in  eommcHi  with  the  like  ves- 
seia  of  other  foreif^  eetmtries.  The  comparisott, 
therefore,  in  respect  to  the  West  Indies,  Li  entirely 
in  ikroe  o£  Fmnoe.  It  nuy  not  be  impri^er  to 
remark,  incideatally,  that  it  is  &r  mwa  important 
to  us  to  have  our  navigation  upon  a  good  toetii^ 
with  the  Ehiropean  dominiona  of  Great  Britain 
than  with  her  West  India  possesrions.  This  ia 
evinced  by  coaridering  that  our  nports  to  hec 
West  hums  are,  upon  an  average,  less  tlun  » 
third  (rf  our  exposM  to  her  fiuropaan  diMainioDB. 
Bo^  upon  the  whole,  the  a^isten  of  Fianoe  may 
be  sonrideitid  as  ntnimmtimtovm  natigati—i 


€mmm  of  the  thtUed  aiaa». 
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than  tkat  of  Gnat  Bntain.  Yet  tfie  efleet,  m  to 
the  quantity  of  our  tonnage  emi^oyed  in  our  trade 
vith  those  countries,  is  very  different  from  that 
which  is  swgested  in  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
cd"  State,  Wtto  has,  in  this  respect,  pnruied  a  very 
ecToneons  cuide. .  He  states  the  tonnafe  empk>yed 
hetween  the  United  States  and  the  dominions  of 
France  at  11&410  tons;  the  domimons  of  Great 
Britain,  43,580  tons.  But  this  statement  is  taken, 
not  according  to  the  number  of  ships  em{doyed, 
but  according  to  the  number  of  inward  entries 
made  by  each.  Of  coarse  a  ressel  of  one  hundred 
too^  nuking;  two  royages  in  a  year  to  and  from 
Cheat  Britain,  (as  moeh  as  can  uaoaUy  be  made,) 
would  appear,  by  the  duties,  only  as  two'  hcudxed 
tons ;  whereas  the  same,  or  another  ressd  <^  equal 
kvrden,  making  fonr  Toyagee  in  a  year  to  tibe 
French  West  Indies,  (which  can  without  difficulty 
be  dime,)  would  appear,  by  the  same  entries,  as 
foor  hundred  tons;  so  that  our  navigation  with 
the  British  dominions,  being  entirely  with  those 
«r  Europe,  wh»e  die  Toyages  in  a  year  are  few, 
and  with  the  French  dominions,  being  chiefly 
with  the  West  Indies,  where  the  Toyages  m  a  year 
are  frequent,  it  mk;iit  happen  that  the  returns 
wliich  naTe  been  RiUowed  by  the  Secretary  of 
ftnte  would  show,  nominally,  doable  the  quantity 
of  tonnaee  employed  between  the  United  States 
and  the  cUnnuuoas  of  France  than  between  the 
United  States  md  the  dominims  of  Great  Britain, 
vhi^in&otjwe  ought  have  more  actual  tnmage 
•midc^ed  in  the  latter  than  in  the  former  ease. 
Aa  mneeoney  i)£  tfiis  natnie  demonsttatee  the 
incorreet  maimer  in  i^ich  the  Report  has  beoi 
framed.  According  to  a  retam  lately  made  to 
this  Honai^  the  ceaTpK^rtion  of  actual  tomiage 
okT  the  United- Stales  employed  in  our  trade  with 
Uie  dominions  of  France  and  Great  Britain,  in  the 
year  ending  80th  September,  1792,  is  as  follows ; 
with  those  oi  Franee,  82,510  tons ;  with  those  of 
Great  Brttain^  66,563  tons.  We  find,  then,  upon 
a  compcehensiTe  and  partiealar  investigation  of 
the  system  oi  Gteat  Britain,  that,  instrad  of  itt 
weaemg  an  aspect  particularly  unfriendly  to  us,  it 
hM,  in  foct,  a  contvary  aspect;  that,  compared 
with  otfier  foreign  nations,  it  makes  numerous  and 
■AMantial  dii^immatioBs  in  our  favor }  that  it 
taewei,  by  meane  whinb  <^»ezate  as  bounties  npen 
am  cemnoditiei^  a  yefceenee  in  her  markets 
ta  ihe  greatest  nomber  of  oar  principal  produe- 
tioM,  and  thereby  materially  pronwtea  our  agri- 
ei^ofc  and  eommaee;  Aat,  in  the  system  of 
Hbane^  tlura  is  hnl  a  single  and  not  very  impor- 
iHtt  "  Of  a  similar  kind  j  that,  if  Fnnee 
dllows  us  snne  advantage  of  narigatioa  in  her 
HtiiiT*  ^  allows  the  same  advantages  to  all 
olker  ramga  nations,  while  Great  Britiun  allows 
advantages  lo  our  naviguioa  with  herself  directly 
vHiieh  ue  does  not  allow  to  other  fijieign  nations ; 
that,  if  France  admits  our  salted  fish  into  her 
West  India  islands,  she  decs  it  under  soeh  duties 
opon  oars,  and  sucn  premiums  apon  her  own,  as 
would  exclude  as  from  them,  if  she  had  eapaoity 
to.  aofqiiT  herself,  while  she  formally  prohimts  oar 
flav:  that,  if  Great  Britain  exdodCBoarish  from 
hat  iihads  ahe  ftoaly  mUmim  aw  -flawj  «htt 


while  Prance,  as  ihr  as  we  are  permitted  to  traAe 
with  her, islands,  lets  in  other  fuwgn  nations  to'a 
competition  with  us  on  e^el  terms.  Great  Britain 
ezoludes  from  a  competition  with  most  of  the 
articles  of  the  United  States,  which  ^e  admits 
into  the  islands,  the  like  articles  erf"  other  fbreigB 
countries ;  that,  while  France  permits  us  to  be 
supplied  directly  from  ber  islands  with  nothing 
more  than  she  permits  to  other  nations,  uid  wiu 
only  the  two  articles  of  molasses  and  mm,  Great 
Britain  allows  us  to  be  supplied  directly  from  her 
islands  with  a  eonsideraue  number  of  essential 
articles,  and  refkaes  a  direct  sapply  of  those  arti- 
cles  to  other  fottaga  eoonties ;  that,  if  the  system 
of  France  is  aomewhat  more  iavonUe  to  oarna- 
vigation,  that  of  G^eat  Britain  is  flur  more  fiivera- 
ble  to  our  agriculture,  our  commerce,  and  to  the 
due  and  comfortaMt  supply  of  our  wants;  that 
Great  Bribiin  is  a  better  inrnisher  than  France  of 
the  articles  we  want  from  other  foreign  countries, 
and  a  better  eustomer  for  what  we  have  to  sc^) 
and  that  the  actual  relations  of  commeree  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  are  more  ex- 
tensive and  important  than  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  uid  it  may  be  addad,  or  anv 
odier  country  in  the  world,  for  otir  trade  witn 
France  is  no  doubt  second  in  importance.  Where, 
then,  is  the  ground  for  extolling  the  liberal  policy 
of  France,  the  superior  importanee  of  our  com- 
mercial conneadtm  with  her,  and  for  exdalming 
against  the  illiberal  and  oypnmn  policy  of  GireM 
nitain,  and  for  representing  oar  intereoorse  wiA 
her  as  secondary  in  consequence  aird  otility-f 
There  is  none,  ftisaltogetheradeeeption. which 
ha3  been  long  snceessAilly  practised  n^oa  tke  peo- 
pleof  theUmted  States,  and  which  it  is  high  time 
we  should  unmask.  If  we  pass  from  the  fact  of 
the  footing  of  our  commerce  with  Fruwe  and 
Great  Britain  to  the  principles  and  motives  of 
their  respective  systems  we  diall  And  as  little' 
room  for  etdoginm  on  the  one  at  censure  on  the 
other.  Candor  will  assign  to  both  the  same  sta^ 
tion  in  our  good  or  bad  opinion.  Both,  Kke  other 
nations,  have  aimed  at  securing  the  greatest  poe* 
sible  portion  of  benefit  to  themselves,  with  no 
greater  c<nkees8i<Ri  to  o«r  interests  than  was  sup- 
posed to  eoineide  widi  their  own.  The  Cotimw 
systems  of  Franee  it  the  creat  theme  irf-the  ^ad- 
its of  her  partisans.  T&  detail  alreadv  eatnred 
into  respecting  it  will  now  be  fhrther  enieidatod 
by  a  eoncne  view  of  its  geoM^  princieles  and 
OTOgress.  An  ordinanoe  of  the  year  1727,  Ifte  the 
British  Navigation  Act,  had  given  to  the  mother 
country  a  moaopc^y  of  4he  tnde  of  Ae  Coloeiea, 
and  had  entirely  excluded  fbreigners  from  it.  Bx- 
perienoe  having  riiown,  as  we  learn  from  an  ordi* 
naaee  of  August  30, 1784,  that  it  was  necessary  to 
moderate  the  rigor  of  that  system,  small  relua- 
tions  'from  time  to  time  accordmgly  took  t^aee; 
and,  by  the  ordinaoee  jast  mentioaed,  more  im-  ■ 
ponant  aheratiMis  were  made.  That  ordinanoe 
estabHshes  several  free  poits  in  the  French  islaUds: 
one  at  St.  Lnoie.  one  at  lifortiniqoe,  one  at  Goa- 
didoape,oaeat  Tobagaandthreeat  St  I>oaihig<^ 
andgiants penaissKm,  **tin  the  Kiogshootd  pmisa 
othcnriM  to  vMrn^'*  to  (braign  t— lis  cf  at  Um 
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vifSf  una  bucdtB,  to  ««rnr  ta  tbow  fMc  potti 
vood  of  all  kinds,  |Ht  oou,  lire  uunalB,  salted 
beef,  but  not  porl^  taUed  cpd  fiahy  lice,  ladiaa 
«oni,.re(etablMi  greeaiudeH  in  the  biur  or  taiuwd, 
peltrjr,  twpratiiH^  and  tu,  and  to  take  firwu  the 
aaae  per ts  mdassaL  nim,  ajad  oierchandbes.  which 
had  beearimpMTted  ihud  Fiano^  ehaxgiDc  the  ani- 
ses iriiich  aie  ponaittod  to  be  impniM  nith  the 
dntiaa  stated  in  the  table.  The  steps  which  sue- 
flaadcd  thM  ordinanoe,  calculated  to  nairow  its 
omraliioB  in Mvud  to  the  articles  fi^  fi>h,havebeea 
alitad^  noted  so  partieularlf  as  to  render  a  reea^ 
pituation  unneeessary.  It  is  snffieient  to  repeat 
that  thejr  manifeated  on  this  point  a  decided  dis- 
position to  exelude,  as  far  as  possihlc,  foreign  from 
a,  eonpetiiiou  with  their  own  iah.  It  ai^enrs, 
then,  toat  the  geueial  pnno^  o(  the  Colony  sys- 
tem of  France,  like  that  of^Qreat  Britain,  was  a 

Em  of  nMBoptdyi  uid  that  tooLe  tei^mtary 
ttioas  from  it  w«e  firom  tint*  to  time  made, 
neeeasity  oc  the  ieroe  of  ciro— istanoeg.  In 
like  mnnhtr  the  Navigation  Act  of  Orcat  Britain 
we%  the  nothei  eonntnp  a.  monoj^y  of  the  ttade 
<B  her  C{deiue%  not  ouy  as  to  aaTigation,  but  as 
to  w^T  t  Int  ue  fmee  of  cirmawtaiwes  has  led 
<9  some  deriaticufw.  The  deviatioaa  of  Fmee 
ure  extended,  partially  to  nangatien,  as  well  as 
tonqipl;*  Thoseof  Great  Bakun  hare  extended 
fiirthec  thw  theea  of  France,  as  to  sap^i^,  but 
hare  been  nanowor  as  to  ikarigaiion.  Neither, 
h(»w«ver,  has  deviated  furUier  thu  partienlar  sittt* 
aiM»  dictated.  Qreat  Britain  haa  been  less  rekxod 
ca  the  article  oi'  navigaticm  than  France^  because 
the  laeani  of  narigntien  poasessed  by  the  fnntei 
were  mere  adeouat*  than  ibeee  posseaaed  by  tbe 
fautor.  France  aaa  been  raoee  restrietifre  on  the 
actifie  of  exports  thaa  Qseat  Britain,  beeaase  her 
hnoM  aai;knt  was  more  ade^vate  to  uiefmisiimp* 
tion^  the  pHod  act  ions  iMf  hei  islands  thu  that  of 
QraU  Biittk  to  those  of  hw  wlandi,  and  becwwe 
the  Jitfter  lowid  adnwtages  in  aUowuto  a  free  co- 
nirt  to  the  United  States  asanicticle  of  exchange. 
Fmnee  pernittod  the  introdHotieu,  of  aiitcd  beef 
and  &ik  into  her  islands,  because  she  eould  nxA 
sufficiently  famish  those  ar^es  herself }  she  pro- 
hibited fleor  and  pwk,  beeaHse  she  tho«|^t  beMolf 
CMBj^etent  to  the  supply  of  them.  Omit  Arltau 
praluhited  ftshr  beeoosa  she  knew  hmelf  able  to 
mvsh  it}  ud.  like  Fsane«^  was  jcalons  of  an  in- 
t^erenoe  wttn  her  Sdwries.  as  a  main  B<^^MH^t  of 
her  avrifftxim.'  She  pemutted  floar.  because  she 
knew  herself  mabte  to  simply  it,  As  far  as  the 
memntes  edf  E^Mce  may  Iwre  bnd  a  conciliatory 
a^paet  towards  this  eeuatojr,  she  was  ioineneed 
by  the  desim  of  shajriac  nante  lanftly  in  ow  toade. 
and  dtTertiag  itmore  from  harMttieBt  uvaL  A» 
&r.  as  tha  meMuvs  of  Qiwt  Britaift  jaay  have: 
made  any  ooncession  te  «s,  they  have  prooeeded 
fimaasaose  of  onr  iramrttnee  to  her  aa*on»< 
tomer,fion  the  utility  of  our  snpplits  to  her,  fhMa 
a  oooTiotian  that  it  was  neecemnr  to  iae^tate  to 
US  the  means  of  re-exchawe}  that  it  was  better 
to  take  our  commoditice  n^oh  were  |wU  for  in 
cwnmodita^  than  those  of  othes  ooontries  which 
she  might  hitre  to  |)«]r  fiw  in  spectt  t  tbat  it  was 
gVQd  pviiey  «a  giro  m  som«  ilWMwir,  at  mtU  to 


hinder  oor  oommefce  &em  naming  into  another 
ehannel,  as  to  prevent  eoUisioBB  miichaight  be 
mutually  aqiBiottib  These  ma  ihatrae  Aatmta  of 
the  systems  of  both  ooontoie^  as  to  mettTen,  ¥ 
we  are  mpcejudieed  we  siiall  see  in-  nmihtt  of 
Umm  either  emonty  ot  partieular  friendship;  Imt 
we  slmll  see  in  both  n  wedommant  princiide  at 
self-4n  tneit,  the  oniveMl  rale  of  national  ccmdnet. 

Having  completed  my  oonuMmon  of  the  two 
syetcme  of  France  and  Qseat  Britain  towards  this 
country,!  sMl  now  estand  it  to  those  of  oth« 
coonmes,  in  order  to  mnA  tlm  prino^al  difihr- 
ences. 

[Here  Mr.  flaurn  described  the  simatiMf  of  our 
commercial  lelatUMW  with  the  United  Nether* 
tanda.  Sweden,  Spam,  Portagal,  «ad  Denmark^ 
and  ibew  the  eonctesifm  that  tne  system  of  Great 
BritaiM,  not  iwly  as  compsved  with  that  oTFraaoOj 
was  entitled  to  our  [veferenec,  but  that  it  was  also 
greatly  to  be  peefmred  to  that  of  all  the  faefoMK 
mentioned  nations,  coeept,  pexhaaa,  the  Umted 
Netherkttds.}  He  thc»  coaAbaed  Us  ipeaeh  ae 
feUowa: 

From  the  view  whioh  has  beu-  takM,  tins  go* 
neml-sefleetioB  resn^  that  ^  system  oi  every 
cootttiy  u  selfish  aoeordn^  to.  ito  aireimistaiMa% 
andoontains  all  these  restiietions  and  oxghniana 
which  it  deems  useAtl  to  its  own  intetcet.  Ba* 
adtes  thi%  a  desire  to  seam  to  the  mo^er  eenntry- 
amanop(d]F«f  the  taade  ctf  its  Cotemes^is  a  predo- 
minant feature  in  the  system  of  aiounc  ovcoy 
country  in  Bun^.  Nor  is  it  without  fcamdattcm 
in  mason.  CoLoues,  eMcciaUy  ssaall  iilands,  at« 
uswdly  maintained  and  defonded  «t  the  enpenae 
of  the  mother  oountry^  and  it  seems  a  flatuml  te> 
oompense  for  that  service,  that  the  melher  eeoitrr 
should  enjoy,  exeludvely  of  othwnaiifs,  thobe- 
neAt  of  trade  with  its  Creaks.  Thiswrndioaght 
reaaoaaUe  by  the  United  States^  wiUe  Cahiiiia, 
era  after  their  ^^ntm  en  the  paint  at  tttatHm 
had  begvn;  and  hiWever  the  qocstian  any  MD< 
between  the  motlweoimtiy  and  its  Celome^  hn- 
tween  the  fbmur  and  IbmgB  nntieas,  it  is  not 
easy  to  see  herw  tha  tqaitf  Of  the  txoluion  can  b« 
conitested.  Atanynrte,  its  bemg  the  most  pre* 
vailing  system  o<  attioBe  having  Colonies^  there  in 
no  room  for  actimcaiy  agMntta  pardcainB  om 
that  ptKsacs  it.  This  oo^  not  to  dissaade  dm 
United  States  irom  svailmg  kseif  of  every  jnat 
aadporopei:  inloenee  to  gam  admlMinn  into  th*- 
Cohmy  trade  of  the  nationsi  eeawnsd;  b«t  thea 
obgeet  oa^t  to  be.  paraoed  wiA  aaedceation,  not 
under  the  instigatinLof  a:s«ue>of  injuyi  bat  aik 
the  gronnd  of  temperate,  a^olialioa  ana  Maaaa»> 
Ue  e4|iuvalent. 

Thmeohatmlions  oofl^t »  pradMoe  two  eflacta, 
to  modmate  our  vmentmtnts  sgmnin  partiadnr 
nationsand  wt|«rti>liiifaforethera,anatQenrincn 
the  imwmetioabilily  and  Qmrwiiem  of  anrntmnpt 
by  vioCBncej  on  the  part  of  thu  young  eonntry,  to 
l»eak  thrMgh  ^  fMtos  which  tha.muveiaai  pa»> 
liey  of  natiooe  imposes  on  thdr  inttreourm  with 
each  other. 

Oui  modemtioB  in  tins  reipaet  oa^t  te  be  eiy 
eitedbymmthn  refleetion^— dom not  ontownsfs^' 
tamf  II  suntn  nnwiiai  <f  excfaMiensaad  Matdstioaa 
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nmilu  to  tlko«  of  wiMch  wo  cooidoin?  Let  lu 
Ipok  mto  our  impost  aad  touuige  acts }  do  they 
not  eziubit  a  Qvwber  of  instances  o(  datiw  pro- 
Ubilory  in  their  principle  and  extent?  Do  they 
itot,  by  additi<nuu  duties  on  foteign  vessels  and  on 
goods  hroughjt  ui  foreign  resaaU,  secore  a  decided 
wpenoiity  to  our  ships  in  the  luiTigaUon  between 
this  country,  and  all  those  to  which  they  an  per- 
■Utted  to  ^7  If  duties  on  goods  oT  oae  country, 
qaported  into  aaothevi  are  uipressioos  and  grie* 
Tuce^  (as  the  Secr^aiy.  of  StaCa  taeiiui  freqjwntr 
if  to  m^poscy)  how  WW  an  the  fatowa  vticles 
Innuht  into  tno  United  Slatn,  <m  w&ieh  oowi- 
dnaue  dotios  ase  not  laid. 

The  Sccretai^  of  Stttt^  aiker  poiaHM  out  the: 
etudosions,  restriction^  and  tnuden*,  wthiu  pnveat 
our  e^joying«aU  the  adTantagea  whiah  wa  caaU 
desire  in  the  trade  with  fbreini  ooviatriae,  proeeedB 
to  indicate  the  remedies;  tnese  we,coiint«r'«x- 
dfttiooa,  restrictians,  and  burdens. 

The  reason  of  the  thisff  and  thegraend  obsetr- 
ationa  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  would  extend  the 
regulatioBs  to  be  adopted  to  all  the  nations  with 
whom  we  have  conneuoaos  in  tnde;  but  hisoon- 
cluaion^  would  seam  to  confine  th««a  to  Cheat  Ba> 
ttUr  on  the  sugpestion  that  she  alone  haede^Mined 
fiiendly  anas^mento  by  treaty,  and  that  there  is 
m  xtfiMk  tacQoetode,  that  friendly  mag^/mmf 
would  he.  dflcUned  hf  otfaac  nations. 

The  sngg^stioa  with  rwanl  to  Cbwat  &itaiii^ 
aypaanaot  tohe  well  founded,  if  wa  aw  to  iwlge 
&uB«.ihecorreqw»4eaee  of  the  BMtish,  Minister* 
ttf.  HanuBOod,  contuMmicated  W  the  Prbbidbiit 
to  the  House.  Mr.  Jefienoa  asks  lum»  if  he  ia 
Ofi^wcred  to  treat  oa  the  subject  of  ecHSUoeroe ; 
he  re|dws^  that  he  is  fuUy  authorised  te  enter  into 
m  negatiatMrn  far  that  mupm^  Hun^  not  as  yet 
emppwered  to  umcUide.  Upw  furUur  difficulty 
nul  cdijection  on  tho  pat  <^  HX'  Jefieiaan,  Mr. 
^BKPUMidrenewshisasaiaa^ceQif  hiieoppeteaey 
theater  ana negotiatuA,  whieh  he  reeta  on  bu 
e^auuttsipn,  as  Minister  PleAjpuMBtiary^  l^rf  his 
isstnictions;  Mt.  Jefferson  rei^uires  a  eonuaua»r 
ca^n.  of  his  full  powers  for  that  pucposey  a»A  da- 
cUnes  the  negotiation.  This  was  b^  no  coaetniar- 
liiHi «  decliniw  on  itha-iwrt^  <^  the  BtJ^  Ifii^^ 
BWma  the  obstaoie  with  the  Secntaiy  «C 
Stftt«»  whoae.wnI,.  at  lieit»;va8,iu}t  gaeatec  tktm, 
m$jt-  JnHunioodW 

But  with  r^pwd  to  Spain,  these  obeerratiwa 
QCtm*..  Aieccatar|io)e,wilh,E!iaaec^  sttpaWted 
Ak  Spain  a  xigbt  to  beeome  a  iparty  tot  out  contr 
merqwl  traa^T'  witlt  9.am»,  on  Um  saioe  t«tm* 
0^  haa  BaT«r  aaaileA  heiaclf  of  thfr  ri^t.  Do 
we  pot  know,  that  measorea  Jtave  baea  auoe  pur- 
agmad  towaiipda  ibiming  a  trea^  of  oonmame  with 
hmati  Do  we  no(kfio3rtbat,noaeMsbeanf<HaKid? 
Have  we  not  reason  to  suspect,  that  suefa  entreaty, 
OB^eUgiUe  taiMsouldnoibe  obtaioei  but  at  a 
nrice  wihich  weabrald  he  nnwilliag  to  pay  fiwitS 
Have  DO  measuBap  been  pursued  tomdaeOBetiag 
a««niaercial  tuaty  with  a  power  so  interesting 
to  OS  as  Portugal^  What  was  the  object  of  senf* 
i«0  a  Minister  tfaecel  How  h^pens  i%  Hat  ikutm 
is  JM  cetncn?  Is  not  these  wuoa  to  eo«ehid«) 
ftpia  the  tongdBl*|[>  that  thwe  ata  atinir  riwticliii 


tothe  forming  A  prcyer  treaty  of  ewwnaWB  wWi 
that  nation  1 

Why,  then,  is  Oreat  Britain  sdeetad,  twt.that 
it  is  most  in  unison  with  our  passions  to  entor  into 
collisions  with  her? 

If  retaliations  for  restrietiMis,  exchuions,  and 
burdens,  are  to  take  placet  ^7  ought  to  badaak 
out,  with,  a  pn^rtiwtal  haod,  to  aU  these  fnm 
whom  they  are  experieaeed.  ThtS)  justice  and 
an  iaofieasire  conduct,  re^re.  U^swerun^a^pHd 
inpedinunts  te  o«z  t«a4e  Citm  ou  Poiaer  aa  an- 
otoer,  we  retaliate  on  one- and  notoa.aoaiher.wa. 
raanifest  that  we  •re.gBV«»Bd  by  aq^Uit^  amtr 
tility  towuds  the  Poww  againrt  irtuni  ««r  nl»- 
UatHXi  is  directed,  and  we  04ghi  to  count  ^>qb  a 
reciprocation  of  that  spirit.  If,  en^fedng  fyim 
from  one  than  &oia  aaMhart  we  retaliate  <wdy  m. 
that  jtarty  frotn  whom  woM&r  leasv^s^tw 
enmity,  bf  which  w«  were  actuated^  beet— ■ 
au»e  uneyitroeal.  If,  reeeiring  a  poatw^'hat* 
ter  ti«atm«nt  from  one  than  anotheiv  we  deal  ■Ml' 
harshly  towards  that  Power  which  treats  as  heslf. 
wiU  it  b?  an  eridence  either  of  justioe.ar  HMMkia- 
tioat  .Will  it  not  bea  jHOof  either  €£  ef^naa, 
or  of  a  ha^ed .  and  »xvwm,ot  a  mtuat  teioper- 
rule  the  conridaraitjww  botU  of  a^iity  a«d.paa*> 
dence? 

Wbalnvar  qnaitiaaa  nay  be  nm4  abovi  the 

^e&aenea  doe  tatha  Baritish  eemrifMl.  t^tMnj 
as  compared  with  that  ti-  Fiapce,  then  aaa  faa> 
none,  coiBpa»wg  it  eiihe*  with  dut  of  Spein  .ot 

PortngaL 

Where,  than,  ia  the  jusiificatifln  of  tfaa  attempt 
to  produce  a  war  of  commercial  MgadatioBa  wwh 
Qmt  Britain,. paaiMig.oirer  greater  ohjectieM  to 
the  policy  obs^ed  towards  us  by  other  najtione  9- 

CommerciaL  n^ndatienaiHwM  t«  ba  botteaied 
OB  coEamaiaial  motiTca:  Imt,  ifpolilieal  grimaaea 
axe  to  be  impticatact.  is  tbm  no  Pow«  peopotedito-. 
be  exampled^of  whom,  we  have  euHM  ta  aoM- 
plain? 

The  propositiiHis.  (which  may  baoaasideved  aa 
a  ocHBnentuy  <u  tae  rtport,)  do  ewenr  thing  but 
name  Qieat  Britain.  PrefiBmedty  caaaaed  te  tha 
Powets  with  wbowa  «a  have  ao  Inaiica  of  ooaan 
m«K«^  thaazticks  selaated,  aa  thaebsacti  of  MpiP' 
latioik  hare  seaiealy  a«y  aivUo^tieB  boa  toGreai . 
Bntain.  This  i«  but  a  flinuy  wwnt  the  ^ntipa. 
will  be  mistaken  by  no  one,  and  there  wouU  hapat 
been  muakmone  dipnty  ia  ■Mihig.tha  paAy  <wkk 
whomit  waa  a^eaM  taawtend. 

The  idea  of  aa  awwytioDmeat  of  rqtaliatiaa  t» 
m-ienmce  is  rendered,  ioiyowible- by  owe  traataQa.^ 
TheaeecHitaiB  preaiae  stipulations  of  matsal..pn- 
vileges,  and  ia  eaeh  caae  the  fcMaai  ptina^da  oC 
the  party  baii«  oa  the  fbotingoCthe  vaat&aoMl- 
nation. 

Bat  at  laastit  might  be  done  with>  regard  lethft> 
Powers  with  whixtt  we  have  n»  treaties  and  tfar 
not  itf<9Qaing  it  will  beocwMduedaaaeMHt  proof 
that  the  osteaaible  otgeet  is  one  thing,  thafeatebrt' 
ject  another. 

WiU  it  be  baliared  eat  of  domthataUtliisico- 
eeeds  fiom  a  pun  zeal  for  the  adTaneeManl-  of 
comnarce  ana  narioMiMiV  Hare  ihaviatwflf. 
Dw.iniUia  tmapila  d«m  o»ifa».Mi  -fhia.'irtht  I 
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Wire  they  nerer  contrftuted '  to  tbose  fkrorable 
ppportaaities  for  ma^ng  such  a  treaty,  by  recall- 
iug  powers  f6r  that  purpose  once  ?iveii,  by  defeat- 
ing effort*  made  to  send  them  when  they  might 
have  been  useful  7 

Whatever  may  be  the  motive,  the  operation 
Aiay  clearly  be  pronouaced  to  be  a  phenomenon 
in  jpditical  history — a  Govemment  attempting  to 
an  eommexce  by  throwing  it  into  confiision:  br 
obMradtiBg  the  most  precions  channels  in  wiiicii 
it  flows,  mdw  the  fwetence  of  making  it  flow  more 
fteely  { by  damming  up  the  best  outlet  for  the  sar- 
phu  commodities  u  the  eonntry,  and  die  best  ia- 
Mt  for  the  supplies,  wblch  it  stands  in  need ;  by 
iKstnrbingj  without  temptation,  a  benefleial  course 
of  things,  in  an  experiment  [Mrecarious,  if  not  des- 
perate ;  by  arresting  the  current  of  a  prosperous 
and  prc^essi-re  aaviffation,  to  transfer  it  to  other 
oooatries,  and  bv  mafcing  silt  this  wild  work  in  the 
Mameable,  but  fe^le  attempt  to  build  up  the  ma- 
itv^actures  and  trade  of  another  country  at  the  ex- 
pense (sT  the  United  States. 

Let  w  take  a  closer  view  of  the  project.   It  has 
been  proved  that  it  does  not  rest  on  abasia  of  dis- 
tribwtive  justiee^  and  observations  have  been  made 
'  (D  «f  iMft  its  fanpoliey.  But  this  demands  a  more 
critical  examination. 

Let  it  be  pfemlsed,  that  it  isawojecteatenlated 
to-distnrb  the  existing  course  m  threeHRnnths 
<mr  hnport  trader  two^fths  of  our  export  trade, 
aid  the  means  on  wbmh  depend  two-thirds,  at 
least,  of  our  revenues. 

To  bto  politic,  Uiei«fine,  it  ought  to  unite  these 
ditfavw  iBgrediente: 

Prnt.  An  object  adeqnate  utfltty  to  the 
eooMry. 

Seetmd.  A  moral  certainty,  at  least,  of  success. 
'  Third.  Ab  assurance  that  the  advantage  likely 
to'be  obtained  is  not  overbalanced  by  the  incon- 
TcaieuoeB  tikely  to  be  incurred,  and  as  an  equiva- 
lent for  the  jeopardy  to  which  advantages  m  onr 
patsBHiiMi  are  exposed. 

1st.  The  diveet  object  proftssed  to  he  aimed  at, 
ia'a  Acer  tnde  with  Gnat  Britain,  and  access  to 
fa«r  West  indfai  Mands,  in  oar  own  riiipa.  A  col- 
lateral one,  the  soeeess  oS  which  seems  most  relied 
on,  is  to  ^nsftt  a  put  of  our  too  great  trade 
iPU  Great  Britain  to  other  nations,  particutarly 
France.  '  *^  ' 

^e  ftat  is  no  deal*  an  object  of  real  ma^i- 
tode,  worthy  of  every  reasonable  aud  promising 
aceftion.  The  second,  in  the  single  light  of  o^ 
viatiag  a  too  great  dependence  for  supply  on  one 
nation,  is  not  unworthy  of  attention,  but,  as  before 
observed,  it  oog^t  onljr  to  be  aimed  at  by  expedi- 
ents neither  embairasBing  nor  expensive;  it  is  a 
very  iusufficient  object  to  be  pursued  either  at 
hazard  or  expense  to  tbe  peoiHe  the  United 
Stales.  It  has  been  alreaify  shown,  that  to  pnr- 
Me  etther  by  prohibitiotis  or  partial  increase  of 
d«liei^  wvoM  M  a  costly  undertaking  to  this 
eonntiy. 

M.  The  second  ingredient  is,  *'amorftl  certain- 
ty of  MKceas."  The  argument  used  toprote  Ac 
pnbrtility,  aay^  the  e«tiUnty  of  soeeess,  is  this; 
tkt  Uaiiaa  StMea  av*  a  meet  important  enstoAier 
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to  Great  Britain ;  they  now'  tafee  off  near  threie 
millions  in  her  menuTactures.  and  by  the  progress 
of  their  population,  which  is  Itkely  to  exceed  that 
of  their  manufactures,  the  probability  is,  that  their 
importance  as  a  customer  will  increase,  every 
year;  their  importance  to  Great  Britain,  as  a 
source  of  supply,  is  not  less  than  as  a  customer 
for  her  manufactures;  the  articles  with  ^ich 
they  fomiidi  her,  are  those -of  {wime  necessity, 
consi^ing  of  the  means  of  subsistence,  and  the 
naatetiats  for  8hin-biiil&igandmahuftetnres,-arhile 
the  articles  we  derive  from  her,  are  mostly  those 
of  cottTenience  and  luxury ;  her  supplies  to  us  are 
therefore  less  useful  than  ours  to  her ;  that  it  would' 
be  contrary  to  all  good  policy  in  (Jreat  Britain^  to 
hazard  the  turning  of  a  cMnmeree  so  beneficud, 
into  other  channels ;  besides  all  this,  Great  Britain 
is  immersed  in  debt,  and  in  a  state  of  decrepitude; 
derangement  of  our  commerce  with  her,  vrould 
endanger  a  shock  to  the  whde  fabric  of  her  credit, 
and  by  affecting  injurioody  the  interests  of  a  great 
portion  of  her  mercantile  body,Bnd  by  throwing  out 
of  employ  a  large  number  of  her  mannfecturers, 
would  raise  a  clamor  against  the  Mio  istry  too  loud 
and  too  extensive  to  be  resisted;  and  that  they 
vronld  cmse^tieDdy  be  comp^ed,  by  Che  wngbt 
of  these  couideratiims  to  yield  to  our  wifllies. 
It  fa  as  great  att  error  in  the  Councils  of  a  cotiit- 
to  over-nte  as  to  mider-rate  its  importance, 
e  foreg^iig  ailment  does  thi^  and  it  does  it 
in  defiance  m  experienee.  Similar  arguments 
were  fcmnerly  iued  in  favor  of  a  non-impottetioa 
scheme;  the  same  consequences  now  fbtVUiM, 
were  then  predicted  in  the  most  sanguine  manner  t 
but  the  prediction  was  not  fuKUed.  This  it  would 
seem,  ouj^t  to  be  a  caution  to  us  now.  and  ought 
to  warn  us  against  relying  upon  the  tike  effects, 
promised  from  a  measure  of  much  less  force, 
namely,  an  increase  of  duties. 

if  our  calculations  are  made  on  ^e  ordinary- 
course  of  the  human  passions,  or  on  a  just  estimate 
ot  relative  advantages  for  the  contest  proposed, 
we  shall  not  be  sanguine  in  expecting  that  ^e 
Tictory  will  be  rcadfly  yielded  to  us,  or  that  it  wiH ' 
be  easily  obtained. 

The  m^gation  Act  of  Great  Britain,  the  prlnci- 
I^es  of  whi«  exclude  ns  from  the  advanta([es  we 
wish  to  Mijoy,  is  deemed  bv  SngUsh  politieiaiu, 
as  the  palladium  of  her  ricnes,  greatness,  and  se- 
curity. 

After  having  cherished  it  for  such  a  long  suc- 
cession of  years,  after  having  repeatedly  haairdM 
much  for  tke  maintenance  of  it,  with  so  strong  a 
conviction  of  its  immense  importance,  is  it  at  all 
probable  that  she  would  surrender  it  to  us  without 
a  stmggle — ^t  she  wculd  ptomit  us  to  ext(Htthe 
abandonment  of  it  from  her  wrthont'a  serious  trial 
q{  strength? 

Prejudices  riveted  by  time  and  habit,  opinion* 
fi»d  by  l(mg  experience  of  advantages,  a  sense  of 
interest,  irritated  pride,  a  spirit  of  resentment  at 
the  attempt,  all  these  strong  eireiunatanecs  wtmM 
nndonbtedly  jvompt  to  resistanee.  Itwoidd  bt* 
fdt,  that  if  a  eoneessimwne  made  to  ns  upon  the 
strngdi  of  endearort  Id  extort  iL  the  wh^  syo- 
*mm  mn  to  icnemeed;  it  wooM  to  perceived 
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Uiai  the  war  having  been  oDcesHcces^uUr  poiated 
out  to  other  nation^  would  oat  fail  to  be  followed, 
mod  that »  suneator  to  aae  woold  be  a  sarrender 
to  all. 

Kesistaoccj  therefore,  would  cstainly  follow  in 
one  or  other  mode,  a  war  of  arms,  or  of  comner- 
cUl  regukttMis. 

If  the  first  should  be  determined  upon,  it  would 
ikot  be  difficult  for  (keat  Britain  to  persuade  the 
other  Powers  with  whom  she  is.  united,  that  they 
oqgjbt  to  make  oommon  cause  with  ner.  She 
would  reivesmt  that  our  re^polations  were  in  fact 
onlr  a  covert  method  ctf  takipg  part  in  the  war  by 
euuanasslpg  her,  and  that  it  was  the  interest  oT 
the  caoM  u  which  diay  were  eombiaed^  to  frus- 
trate oar  attempts. 

If  war  could  oe  foreseen  as  the.  certain  conse- 
quence  of  the  experiment  proposed  to  be  made,  no 
aiiguments  would  be  neceswy  to  dissuade  from 
it.  $Tery  body  wonld  be  sensible  that  mow  was 
to  he  lost  than  gained,  and  that  so  great  a.  hazard 
owdit  not  to  be  run. 

But  we  ai^e  assured  that  there  is  no  danger  of 
this  eonaequence,  that  no  nation  would  liapc  a 
right  to  take  umbrage  at  any  regulations  we 
■lunld  adwt  with  re^rd  to  our  own  trade,  and 
that  Qxeat  Britain  wovld  take  care  how  she  put 
to  nak  ao  ranch  a*  she  would  hazard  bgr  a  luarral 
with  us. 

All  this  is  &a  wore  plausible  thw  solid.  Bxr 
pwifnce  has  proved  to  .^s.that  the  ConneiU  of  that 
cowtry  are  iafiuenced  by  passion  as  well  as  our 
own.  If  we  should  seize  the  pceseat  moment  to 
attack  her  in  a  point  where  she,  is  peculiarly  snsr 
c«p4ibLe,  she  wwild  be  apt  to  regard  it  aa  a  mark 
of  deterouned  hostility.  This  would  naturally 
tend  to  kindle  those  ^cks  of  enmity  which  ane 
alleged  »  exist  on  her  side.  War  is  as  often  the 
result <rfresantmenta» of calcubtioo.  Adireotand 
hnmediate  war  between  us  would  not  be  surpris- 
iw ;  but  if  this  shopld  not  take  pUoe,  mutual  iU 
omees  and  irritations,  which  naturally  grow  out 
of  such  a  staite  of  thinks  wouU  be  apt  quickly  to 
lead  to  it  Insults  anoi^'^*^''''^  might  hecQmie 
w  mialti^iad  and  open  as  not  to  pennit  fortnar- 
•nce  en  either  side. 

b  would  be  a  oaknlation  with  Cfanat  Britain  whe- 
iJuK  she  cmld  bestoppoM  us  l>y  retaliating  regu- 
iauons,  or  by  arms. 

As  circnmstances  at  the  moment  9f  delibexatiom 
abopid  pmni^  marding  to  the  then  view  of  prober 
bAities,  VQuId  be  tb^  result.  The  decision  inay*be 
in  &;ror  of  war,  under  the  idea  that  its  distressee 
might  induce  us  to  eater  into  a  cMamercial  tseaty 
upfm  her  own  terms;  who  can  pronounce  tfa^t 
this  would  not  be  the  result,  when  it  is  considered 
that  she  is  likely  to  be  aioed  by  so  many  other 
jBuitime  powers  now  in  her  co&nexiool 

l<et  us.  however,  take  it  for  granted,  that  she 
would  prefer  the  other  course,  tmit  qf  retaliating 
x«Culati6ns}  how  will  the  contest  stand?  l^e 
fnqfortion  of  the  whole  eamts  of  Qeeat  firitun, 
wluch  cuaes  to  tbp  Unitefl  Slate%  is  aoout  oae- 
fiAh;  ^ propcvtion <^ our exMriSf which p>e8 to 
Qicai  Britain,  is  ahevt  tae-inghth  of  the  whole 
«nam«f  herinppns.  Tufciiig  >h*  aawtngf thefe 
SdCov.— 8 


pn^itioos  of  imports  and  exports,  the  proportim 
wtueh  our  trade  with  Great  Britain  bears  to  (h^ 
totality  of  her  trade  is  about  one-sixth. 

The  proportion  of  imports  from  the  dominions 
of  Great  Britain  into  the  United  States^  may  ba 
stated  at  three-fourths  of  our  whole  Importationf 
the  proportion  which  our  exports  to  the  same  dor 
mimons  bears  to  our  total  exportation  may  be 
stated  at  t no-fiiths ;  taking  the  mean  of  thaw  twM^ 
the  piopwtiott  which  our  trade  with  Gkeat  Britain 
bears  to  our  whole  trade  is  s(»a«thiag  more  tlwA 
one-half. 

It  follows,  then,  that  while  a  commercial  ww* 
fare  with  Qreat  Britain  would  disturb  the  course 
of  about  one-sIxtU  of  her  tmd&  it  woold  distuij^ 
the  course  of  more  than  one-half  of  ouis. 

This  much  greater  proportional  denmgemento^ 
our  trftde  than  of  hers  by  a  coates^is  a.mathen#r 
tical  demonstration  that  the  coolest  would  be  unr 
equal  on  oar  part;  that  we  should  put  more  tR 
hazard  than  Ctreat  Britain  would  do;  8hoMl4be 
likely  to  suffer  greater  inconvenience  tlia* 
and  consequently,  (the  jtesolution  and  peisem- 
ranee  of  the  two  [mrties  being  supposed-  equaJy) 
would  be  soonest  induced  to  abandon  the  oontcsL 

The  inequality  of  the  eontest  is  evinced  by  ibM 
further  eoimderations.  The  capital  of  Chrent  Aor 
tain  is  greater  in  proportion  to  atunberstbaQouoib 
A  mauu&ctucing,  as  well  as  an  utricuUim^  air 
tion,  the  objects  of  her  industry  and  the  materiaU 
of  her  trade  are  as  much  diveraified  as  can  be  weU 
conceived,  whUe  own  are  few  and  simpla.  Tbi 
habits  her  people  admit  of  her  brinnu^  intoi^QF' 
tioa  every  source  of  revenue  which  she  possesava 
while  those  of  ours  epibarrass  the  (^vernm«ntai 
everjr  step,  and  would  render  substitutes  fw  Uw 
existing  ones  extreniLely  difficult-  The  Goversr 
ment  of  Great,  Britain  has  all  the  ettewf  wbicjk 
caa  be  derived  either  from  the  natare  of  a  Go- 
vernment, or  from  long  habits  of  obedience  in  tW 
people,  woile  ours  is  in  its  infancy-^neither  co|^ 
finned  by  age  nor  habit,  and  with  many  eiteurar 
stances  to  lessen  its  farce.  No  one  can  batbeaenr 
aible,  that  in  proportion  to  the  capital  of  a  mer>- 
chant  or  a  Bftttui,  is  the  ikcidty  to  endure  partial 
derangemeuu  to  the  tade  oarne4  on  by  tne  oq^ 
or  the  other ;  tbat  in  proportimk  la  the  diTersitjf  of 
objects  whica  a  mercha:^  or  a  nation  can  btyM 
to  markeL  is  thie  &culty  to  find  ne^r  resources  S 
tradie,  ana  to  bear  the  temporary  suspeusiou  m 
existing  ones  j  that  in  proportion  to  the  ^bitud^ 
of  a  nation  to  endure  taxation,  is  the  facility  of  ^ 
QovernmcQt  to  find  substitutes  for  revenues  lestj 
that  in  proporticm  to  the  energy  of  a  GovetMnent 
and  the  habits  of  obedience  of  a  people,  is  th^ 
chance  of  perseverance  on  the  part  of  such  Qo* 
vemment,  m  measures  producing  inconvenieacee 
to  the  community. 

Great  Britain  then  would  have  less  to  resist  and 
more  means  of  resistance  than  the  United  StaJtes; 
the  United  States  more  to  resist  and  less  means^ 
resistance  than  Gbeat  Britain,  Which  party  act 
the  chances  uainst  in  voch  a  contest?  Can  anjr 
one  say  that  the  United  States  onf^  in  sncb  a 
covpaiatiTe  situation,  to  count  on  suceess  in  an 
iMpecimant  like  that  pEQ^aaed,  vitb  aofidenl  aa- 


Digitized  by 


H]BT(»IT  OF  CONGRESS. 


H.  orR.] 


■anmee  to  be  justified  in  hazarding  upon  it  so  neat 
ft  derangement  of  its  afiiurs,  as  maj  resoh  from 
the  measure? 

The  main  argument  for  the  chance  of  success, 
is,  Uiat  our  sopidies  to  Great  Britain  ^re  more 
neeessarj  to  her  than  hers  to  us.  Bat  this  is  a 
pontion  which  our  aelf-lore  gives  more  credit  to 
Aaa  facts  will  altogether  authorize.  Well-in- 
fenned  men  in  other  coontriei,  (whose  (^iportmii- 
ticf  of  infonnatifa  are  at  least  as  good  as  ours,) 
afirm,  that  Great  nritam  ean  obtain  a  rapplf  of 
most  of  the  articles  she  obtains  from  us,  as  cheap 
and  of  as  good  a  aualitr  elsewhere  with  only  two 
exceptions,  nameljr,  tobaeeo  and  grain,  and  the 
fetter  is  only  oceasioDall]r  wanted ;  a  considerable 
substitute  for  our  tobacco,  though  not  of  equal 
qoalitr,  may  be  had  elsewhere ;  and  eren  admit- 
ttng  this  position  to  be  too  strongljr  stated,  yet 
there  is  no  good  reason  to  doubt  that  it  is  in  a^eat 
degree  true.  The  C<donies  of  the  different  Euro- 
pean Powers  on  this  Continent,  some  countries  on 
the  Mediterranean,  and  the  Northera  countries  of 
Burope,  are  in  situations  adapted  to  becoming  our 
cotnpetitors. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  manufactured  articles 
wUeh  we  do  not  make  onrselres,  (the  greatest 
part  of  which  are,  in  cirilized  countries,  necessa- 
na%)we  as  important  to  us  as  onr  materials  for 
ttammeture  (the  only  articlei  tat  which  her  de- 
mand is  cMatant,!  are  to  Great  Britain.  The  po- 
■tion  is  as  true,  that  no  other  nation  can  sopjily 

M  well  as  that  country,  with  several  essential 
articles  which  we  want,  as  that  no  nation  can  sup- 
^y  her  equally  well  with  certain  articles  which 
•he  takes  from  us ;  and  as  to  other  articles  of  sub- 
tittenee.  it  ia  certain  that  our  demand  for  manu- 
fkctured  supplies  is  more  constantly  urgent  than 
h«t  demand  /or  those  articles.  Where,  indeed, 
ufaall  we  find  a  substitute  for  the  vast  supply  of 
nanufactures  which  we  get  from  that  country? 
No  gentleman  will  say  tluit  we  can  suddenly  re- 
I^e  them  by  our  manufactures,  or  that  this,  if 
practicable,  could  be  done  without  a  violent  dis- 
tortion of  the  natural  course  of  our  industry.  A 
Mbatitute  of  our  own  being  oat  of  the  qnestioii, 
where  else  shall  we  find  one? 

France  was  die  Power  which  could  best  have 
iBed  any  chasm  that  might  have  been  created. 
But  this  b  no  longer  the  case.  It  is  undeniable 
tbat  the  money  capitals  of  that  eotmtry  have  been 
esseDtially  destroyed ;  that  manufacturing  esta- 
bli^ments,  except  those  for  war,  have  been  esseu- 
tially  deranged.  The  destruction  to  Triiich  Lyons 
appears  to  oe  doomed,  is  a  severe  blow  to  the  ma- 
nufactures of  France ;  that  city,  second  in  import- 
ance, in  all  respects,  was  perhaps  the  first  iu  ma- 
nufacturing importance.  It  is  more  than  proba- 
ble that  France,  for  years  to  come,  will  hersdf 
want  a  fbreign  supply  of  manufactured  articles. 

At  a  moment,  men,  when  the  manufhctures  of 
Great  Britain  have  become  more  necessary  than 
erer  to  us,  can  we  expect  to  succeed  in  a  contest 
which  supposes  that  we  can  dispense  with  them? 

It  may  M  said  that  the  resolutions  proposed  do 
not  suppose  this;  but  they  do  suppose  it,  for  they 
OQght  to  proceed  upon  the  poasibmty,  nay,  proba- 


iHlity,  that  a  system  of  commercial  retaliatioa 
will  be  adopted  by  (heat  Britain,  in  which  caae 
we  must  inevitiU^  sustain  a  defeat,  if  we  canaoC 
dispense  both  with  her  supplies  and  with  her  mai^ 
ket  for  our  supplies. 

Will  it  be  answered  that  her  nunuftctnres  will 
find  their  way  to  us  circutotisly,  and  our  svpplics 
to  her  inUkemanner?  If  s<^  wwaieovrrqealft- 
tions  to  produce  but  distress  and  kss  to  os?  xlie 
mannfiusttures  of  Qnat  Kttun  wiU  still  be  eon- 
smned,  and  onr  matmals  wUl  still  sovriah  dMiae 
mannnctnres. 

The  mam^etnraawe  take  from  her  bong  leas 
bulky  than  the  supplies  we  send  her,  the  charges 
of  a  circuitous  transportatiiMi  would  be  leas  tun 
those  9f  a  like  transportatim  of  our  commoditiea. 
In  all  the  cases,  therefore,  in  which  those  chams 
fall  upon  her,  they  would  be  U^ter  than  in  uic 
eases  in  iriiieh  the  latter  chaiges  fell  upon  ns. 
Moreover,  as  the  articles  a(  Gr^t  Britain  would 
meet  less  competition  in  our  markets  than  ours  in 
hers,  the  incrnsed  eha^fes  on  her  mantifitcturea 
wottld  much  (^ener  fidl  upon  us  than  those  upon 
our  materials  would  &11  upc»  ha.  So  diat  nrth 
ways  we  should  sustain  loss. 

But,  it  may  be  asked,  what  are  the  rcgufetioDS 
Great  Britain  could  adopt  to  counteract  oms?  I 
answer,  she  could,  (amcn^  other  coneeiTiAie 
things,)  prohibit  or  lay  {vobibitory  duties  on  her 
commodities  to  this  coontrjr,  and  on  ours  to  her, 
in  our  bottoms ;  and  she  might,  in  addition,  tem- 
porarily grant  the  same  privileges  to  Dutch  or  other 
niendly  bottoms  which  are  now  granted  to  those 
of  the  tJnited  States  in  the  trade  Mtween  as  and 
herself;  or  shemightgonoftortherin  this  particn- 
lar  than  to  permit  the  importation  of  our  ctmnio- 
dities  in  some  of  those  bottoms.  This,  it  is  tru^ 
would  be  a  departure  from  the  system  of  her  Na- 
vigation Act ;  nut  when  the  question  was,  whether 
she  should  surrender  it  permanently  to  us  by  ex- 
tortion, or  tem^rarfly  to  a  Power  more  friendly 
to  her,  till  the  issue  of  the  experiment  could  be 
decided,  who  can  doubt  what  would  be  the  cooiae 
which  interest  and  resentment  would  dictate? 

But  there  are  numerous  otiwr  regnfetions  iriiieh 
could  he  adopted  and  which,  equally  witii  dtt 
fbfegtnng,  would  nave  the  efieet  of  transferring 
the  trade  oetwijea  the  two  countries  to  the  man* 
agement  of  some  third  party }  for,  after  all,  it  is 
not  improbable  this  will  be  the  residt  of  the  con- 
test, that,  instead  of  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  carrying  on  jointly  as  tiiey  now  do  the 
trade  between  tne  two  countries,  it  Will  be  carried 
on  either  directly  or  circnitously  by  some  third 
Power,  more  to  our  detriment  than  to  that  of 
Great  Britain. 

The  manufactures  that  country  will  get  to  us 
nearljr  in  the  same  quantities  they  now  do^  vfith 
the  disadvantage  of  additional  charges.  Such  of 
our  commodities  as  she  cannot  have  of  equal  qual- 
ity elsewhere,  will  get  to  her  also.  The  rest  will 
be  aoppUnted  by  the  like  commodities  of  other 
nations,  and  we  shall  lose  thebestmaiAet  wehan 
forthem.  ThosewkoadTocatethesystemofciMicen- 
tion,  should  teU  us  where  a  snfaaUtnte  will  be  found. 
The  racRhutB,  who  know  that  h  is  now  diffieab 
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ewn^  to  find  mftrkets  for  our  surj^us  commodi- 
tiee— that  Franee,  in  ordinary  times,  affords  a  rery 
contracted  one,  and  that  the  Frencn  Weit  Indies 
are  not  likely,  in  settled  times,  to  be  as  good  cus- 
tomers as  tlwy  hare  been  for  some  time  past,  can- 
ned desire  to  see  the  sphere  abrideed,  and  our 
luulhoUers  will  quickly  reprobate  the  plan. 

Thus,  it  appears,  that  the  contest  would  be  Ube- 
hr  to  Jmh  a^inat  us,  and  to  end  in  defint  and 
ttsnaec. 

What  vovld  be  our  ntuatjai  if  we  ahouM  make 
an  attempt  of  the  kind  utd  &il  in  it?  Our  trade 
Ironld  then  truly  be  in  tlie  power  and  at  the  di»* 
posal  of  Great  Britain. 

3d.  The  third  iturredient  stated^  as  necessary  to 
jwttfjr  the  iwopoaea  attempt,  is  this :  that  the  {wofr- 
pect  of  adrantages  should  be  at  least  an  equira- 
lent  for  those  in  possession,  which  wmild  be  pot  in 
jeopardy  by  die  experiment. 

It  has  been  shown,  that  in  fact  there  is  no  real 
prospect  of  adrantage,  but  a  considerable  one  of 
mewTeiuence  and  loes.  This  puts  an  end  tocom- 
fatisiM.  But  it  may  be  added,  that  our  situation 
u  precisely  such  an  on<  as  to  forbid  experiments. 
Ic  u  so,  firom  the  stage  at  which  we  are,  a*  a  peo- 
wlie,  too  Utile  adranced,  too  Utile  natored  for 
nnrdow  experiments  iu  any  sort. 

Thii  is  not  all}  otir  general  situation  at  this 
Inae  is  an  digiUe  one;  we  an  making  as  rapid  a 
progress  in  mOst  ct  the  great  branches  of  pt^tieal 
l^hmerity  as  we  can  reaaonaUy  desire^  and  it 
woold  be  imprudent  to  hazard  such  a  situati<m, 
vm  precarioasMpecnlations  of  greater  advantage. 
The  prosperity  of  a  nation  is  not  a  plant  to  thnve 
in  a  not-bed ;  moderation  ia  this  respect  is  the 
truest  wisdom;  it  is  so  [dun  a  path,  that  it  requires 
m  peeoliar  suUioiation  of  ideas  to  dcTiate  from  it. 
_  it  is  ^reed  on  all  banda,  that  all  our  great  na- 
tiooai  interests,  our  population,  ag^ultore,  manu- 
fcctares,  commerce,  and  our  urigation,  are  in  a 
thririttg  and  prwtessire  stat&  advancing  faster 
than  was  to  bare  wen  expected,  and  as  iast  as  can 
waoaably  be  desired. 

Oar  narigatim,  in  the  short  space  of  three  years, 
aadiBir  the  31at  of  December.  1798,  has  inoteased 
in  the  ratio  of  nearly  one  fifth. 

The  ^oportioiis  of  oar  tonnage  hare  been  as 
ioUows:  In  1790,479,091  tons;  in  1791,  501,796 
%emi  in  1798,  S6%383  tons ;  diowtng  an  increase 
of  89,192  toss. 

The  proportiou  of  foreign  tnuiune  during  the 
same  years,  has  been:  in  1790,  3^,919  tons;  iu 
1791,  240,799  tons ;  in  179S;,  di4,863  tons ;  showing 
a  decrease  of  14,056  tons.  This  proves  that  our 
prcacnt  system  is  highly  faroraUe  to  die  increase 
of  oar  navigatioa,  and  that  we  are  padually  sup- 
planting foreigneiB. 

The  truth  is,  that  the  difference  in  the  tonnwe 
doty,  and  the  addition  of  one4enth  upon  the  m- 
ttes  on  ffoods  imported  in  foreign  bottoms,  is  a 
poweifiu  eneoaiagement  to  our  riiqiping,  and  as 
It  has  DOC  been  of  a  magnitude  to  excite  reinlia^ 
tioa,  it  is  much  more  lilwlr  to  promote  the  inter- 
ests ef  onr  nangatioDf  wan  vit^nt  measures, 
wUoh  would  eon:^  to  retaliatimi :  prudence  ad- 
moMshea  us  to  slop  where  we  are,  for  the  pretcot. 


rather  than  risk  the  advantages  we  possess,  in 
triab  of  strength,  that  never  &il  to  injure  more  or 
less  both  parties. 

If  we  turn  from  our  shippine  to  ouragneultuxe, 
we  uhaU  find  no  reaaou  to  be  ussatiffied.. 

The  amount  of  our  exports  ibi  the  year  ending 
the  %th  of  Squtember,  1792.  as  appears  by  tM 
last  return  of  exports  to  this  House,  exceeded  the 
two  preceding  yeus  by  $569^601  16.  It  exceeded 
the  mean  (^ue  two  pneadug  years,  by  $1,597;- 
983  36.  Our  revenues  are  uaqwstionably  more 
productire  thu  was  looked  for.  Those  Ax>m  iatt '  * 
ports  have  exceeded,  in  a  year^  $4.6^0,000.  Of 
the  increase  of  our  manufactures,  we  havenopclH- 
cisesumdard,  but  those  who  attend  most  to  the 
snbjeet  entertain  no  doubt  that  th^  mn  prftf* 
gressive. 

This  certainly  is  not  a  state  of  things  that  in- 
vites to  hazardous  experiments.  Thew  are  per* 
hxfe  never  justifiable,  but  when  the  afiain  of  n 
nati(Hi  are  in  an  unprosperous  train. 

We  experience,  indeed,  some  embarrassments 
ftom  the  effects  of  the  JiUiropean  wai,  but  these 
are  temporary,  uid  will  cease  with  that  wa^  whiok 
of  itself  offers  us  swne  indemnifications,  I  nean  a 
freer  trade  to  the  West  Indies. 

I  am  greatly  mistaken  if  the  omsidanddDs, 
which  have  been  Mwgested.  do  not  conolasiTdy 
prove  the  impolicy  ^  the  plan  whieh  is  now  re- 
commended for  our  adoption.  So  strong  and  de* 
cided  is  my  own  conviction,  that  I  cannot  but  pnr> 
suade  myself  that  of  the  Committee  will  imA  to  its 
rejection.  A  few  missellaneons  obsevvatieos  wiU 
conclude  what  I  have  to  offitr  on  tlus  very  intmw 
eiting  sobjecL 

First.  It  has  been  made  an  objection  to  the  pre- 
sent footing  cm  which  our  trade  is  with  Oicat 
Britain,  that  it  is  regulated  by  annual  proolajMr- 
ticm  of  the  Bxeeutire,  instead  o{  a  permanent  laW. 
This  was  at  first  laid  down  by  tne  aeeretuy  of 
State  in  terns  so  general  as  to  include  the  West 
Indies;  but  he  has  since  corrected  the  error,  and 
told  us  that  our  trade  with  the  British  West  Indae* 
is  regulated  by  a  standing  law.  The  fact  itselL 
nevertheless,  ut^tto  real  importance.  Theaotnd 
footing,  on  which  we  ate  placed,  is  the  only  mate- 
rial pomt :  the  mode  of  dmng  it  is  of  little  eoue- 
quence.  The  annual  proclaeutioB  of  the  British 
Kxeeutive  is  equivalent  to  the  deeree,  tevoeaUe 
at  ideasure,  of  any  single  Le^sbtor,  of  the  Moi^ 
aron  of  Spain  or  Porn^^  and  it  may  he  added,- 
of  the  Frmch  Cmventieii,  which,  though  a  nUf 
meroos  body,  y.et  forming  only  one  AieemUkf, 
without  eheoka,  is  as  liable  to  fluctuation  »  a  sin- 
gle Legtstator;  and,  in  laet,  its  resolutions  have 
been  found  as  fickle  and  variable,  as  it  was  possi- 
Ue  for  the  nes^utiottB  of  any  single  pecson  to  be. 
To  prove  this,  if  proof  were  required,  it  would  ha 
only  necessary  to  refer  to  the  frequent  chMigeaia. 
the  regulatioas  they  have  made  with  regard  to  the 
trade  of  this  country— to-day  one  thmg.  toHnomrtr 
another.  Instability  ia  ouae  ap^icsMe  to  no  po- 
litical instilntiML  than  to  a  Legislature,  consimng 
of  a  single  popnlar  Assembtr. 

Second.  The  additional  duties  proposed,  arte  ob- 
jectionable, because  the  existing  duties  areohaady, 
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gnwnUir  speAnig,  movgh  for  the  stsie  of 
our  nMreaatile  capital  vak  tke  safety  of  eoDcotioii. 
They  are  near  twenty  per  centum  on  an  ftveragt, 
«p»  the  nlu  of  the  (Meet*  oa  wfeioh  they  are 
kid ;  higher  than  the  drtes  of  sertiml  c»antries, 
•ml  hig^  eaoQgh  for  onr  ntMiit  coaditioa.  To 
BOfiDenctfae  rates  materially  will  be  in  theabatraot 
!•  opjw—  trade }  Ibr  w  most  have  for  oor  ccn- 
himption  the  mam&eturea  <^  the  oountrjr  on 
whieh  thmr  are  pr<9oee4  to.be  bud. 

Thiid.  To  mm  ai  a  oontnst  to  the  eondnct  of 
Great  Bdinn,  w«  «e  taU  of  the  liberal  orer- 
iHei  for  m  ooaunefcial  treaty  laibdj  made  by 
Ffmee. 

It  ha«  been  already  semarked,  that  the  eondnet 
of  Vranee  wwarda  as  aiace  the  comtnoBcement  of 
the  ReTolntion,  is  no  basis  of  reasoning }  it  has 
aadeiBone  as  mny  larolntioBa  as  dwir  poUtical 
■ystemi ;  their  measnses  at  one  period,  with  re^ 
i|M9et  to  oar  tobacco,  were  of  a  coaiplexton  peea^ 
Iiarly  hostile  to  ns.  The  danr  of  tweaty-4re 
U*res  per  eainttU  on  that  article,  carried  in  our 
bettetne  to  Fianee,  and  of  only  eighteen  livrseflf< 
teen  eoos  en  the  same  artide,  carried  in  French 
bottOBM,  JUMwaled  to  a  commete  prohibition  to 
caiTV  our  tobacco  in  onr  own  Dotionu. 

Tae-doty  of  twenty-fiTo  livres  pa  quintal  on 
Arcign  fish  is  anodier  importut  instaaee  of  mw^ 
tily  m  regulacicos^aduty  admitied  by  the-Seete- 
tanr  of  State  to  be  piakilmoiy. 

u  th«e  hare*  beea  regidatKma  aad  propositi<ms 
of  a  avroe  fsrorable  natare,  they  are  to  be  a»- 
eribed  e»  oaases  of  the  moment  Donngtheeen- 
tiaaaaw  of  the  B«roliKion,  it  is  of  necessity  Aat 
we  have  carte  UdficAe  in  the  French  West  In- 
dies.  We  know  that  we  are  getting  admission 
iate  the  British  and  Spanish  islnidsaw). 

Aad  at  the  omttifres  for  a  penuaaent  system, 
Mr.  Genet's  iastrnetions,  pubushed  by  hino,  ex- 
plain the  object  Frivil^es  of  tiade  in  the  West 
Itidi*  isl&nds  are  to  be  the  priee  of  oar  beeomiaig 
aparty  in  the  war.  The  deelamattoos  against  the 
Ueerticide  maxims  oi  the  ancient  Qovernment, 
aad  in  fitv  rvf'free  ptinoipies  of  comraerse,  re- 
sblve  theiksebae  iiMo  this.  This  is  a  ba^ain 
whioh  I  tiast  a  majority  of  this  House  will  aot  be 
wtUlur  to  maka.  I  am  sure  onr  eoutitaents 
woaltfnotttaadE  as  ftc  it. 

But  it  maf  be  asked,  are  wa  to  sit  with  fbUid 
anns  aad'tamriy-sidHautoaU  opprasaions)  re^e* 
tion8,anieK)lnsionstswhi«h  oor  trade  is  sabject} 
if  not,  what  are  w«  to  A>  7  I  aaswer,  nothing  eev* 
taialy  at  'the  present  jitnotore.  !f  the  fonn&tiDn 
of  the  ^estioa  were  more  soUd  tfaw  X  beUere  it 
te  be,  eandidly  and  dHpaasioBately  ooDodercd, 
this  it  efalltaamentsthe  most  nnfavarabie  foran^ 
eaperimant  Any  movement  of  the  kind  would, 
as  before  obserred,  be  const  rued  into  a  psHtieal 
flUMSumandaa  attesspt  toemfaarraas  one  of  the 
belliirenat  Powen,  and  would  iotcreA  tbe  fedi  ngs 
of  aot  those  wuted  with  her,  predoaing  conse- 
qoently  either  war  er  additional  trammel!<  iner^y 
Vnrterapon  oor  tmde;  besides  tiw  weighty  argu- 
ment that  the  mat  samee.efaiAsidiaqy  «^y>t0' 
whioB  Wtt  might  hanharatoforalodtedhaa  been 
Q^traolBdi 


Bnt  X  answer  fttrther,  that  we  ouefat  with  great 
eantion  to  attempt  any  thing  at  a  ratme  day,  till 
we  hare  acquired  a  niatartty  which  wUl  Miable 
ns  to  act  with  greater  effect,  and  to  loave  theeoa- 
seqneneee,  eren  if  they  shomd  aaennt  to  war,  and 
till  we  have  secored  mwe  adequate  means  of  in- 
ternal snpply ;  to  which  point  we  should  bend  ow 
effinti,  as  the  only  ratiouHl  and  safe  expedient,  in 
oor  present  cireumstanoea,  for  co^enetii^  tha 
effects  of  the  spirit  of  monopoly,  which  mm  ev 
lass  tiaetares  net  the  syston  of  Oreat  Bi^ain 
merdy.bat  that  of  all  Rwope.  Bat  this  it  scame 
is  not  tae  farorite  course,  it  is  not  hl^  seasoned 
enough  for  onr  political  palate;  we  not  imly  torv 
aside  from  it  wita  nu^eet,  bat  we  oUeet  away  the 
plaineiit  profiffloas  of  the  Coostitatimi  to  duaUa 
oarselres  from  mnaing  it 

Every  year,  for  years  to  come,  will  make  as  a 
more  important  customer  to  Great  Britaki,  aad  a 
more  important  fomidier  lai  lAaX  she  wants.  If 
this  doesnot  lead  to  such  a  treaty  of  oommena 
as  we  desire,  the  peiiod  is  not  very  dlstmt  whm 
we  may  insist  with  moch  better  eflect  oa  iAa| 
we  desir^  without  any  thing  like  the  same  degree 
of  haxard.  This  last  obsMTation  is  aot  meant  tt 
be  confined  to  Great  Britain,  bat  to  extend  to  aay 
other  Power,  as  for  as  the  stipulations  of  tret^ 
may  permit 

Wndem  adBMBishts  as  to  be  paiieas  '^toraalM 
haste  sloiHy."  Oar  profcress  is  and.wSl  be  rapid 
eaongh,  if  wvdo  net  Aiowawaf  «ur  adranti^ek. 
Why  should  we  be  more  susceptible  dian  all  tha 
wwld?  Why  should  this  young  country  throw 
down  the  gauntlet  in  favor  of  free  trade  against 
theworldf  There  amy  be  ^fait  in  it,  bat  tbeia 
will  oertainljr  not  be  prudence. 

Bot  again  it  may  be  aslMd,  shall  we  put  nttionsy 
disposed  to  a  more  liberal  systnn.  upon  same 
footing  with  thow  differently  disposed?  Will  aot 
this  tend  to  pioduce  aavafrundtT  Oreatment  foam 
aU? 

I  answer,  first,  that  I  tliink  it  has  been  proved: 
the  nation  against  which  we  have  been  mriiail 
principaUy  to  aim  onr  artilten^,  treats  as  wil^  at 
least  as  moah  liberality  as  other  nations,  L  mean- 
in  a  commercial  sense. 

I  aaswer,  secondly,  that  if  there  be  nations, 
who  are  seiiousiy  disposed  to  estaUidi  wilfa  tm 
nsavefimaadfaea«fonalaiB*iBleBof  trade,  tfaepatb 
is  |)lain ;  let  treaties  be  formed,  fixing  apcn  a  saliifr 
basis  thefnTilege8whichweare  tonjoy,aBdthe 
equivatenL  Ihavenoobjection  m  granting  greaiar 
pririieges  to  one  Pewec  than  to  aaotfaer,  u  it  «aa 
be  put  on  the  stable  foundation  af  contract  aseer- 
tuning  the  boon  aad  the  equiTident,  But  I  thiaki 
it  folTy  to  be  grantiBg  rohmtary  boons  at  tha 
expense  of  the  United  States  without  equivalent. 
T^  mode  of  treaty  seoores  the  ground;  it  is  in- 
ofibasive  to  any  third  Power.  repty  to  ob^ 
jcctions  would  in  that  ease  be,  "  here  is  uie  prioer 
to  Ufl  dearly  defined  and  fixed  by  treaty,  for  which 
we  grant  the  geeater  advantages  of  whieh  yoa 
complain :  give  as  the  price,  awl  ihm  like  adrait* 
tages  are'yoare^  Bot-aafirieioBslgii  lagmat  geealea 
pnvU^a  by  law  to  one  natiim  tiiaa  to  anodiert 
whan,  np«B  a  lait  eoapaiiao%  we  are  not  better 
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UMted  by  OB«  tkan  by  another,  U  aaithet  equita- 
ble, jtoIiUc,  nor  aaSe. 

Let  us  then  leave  obangei  fu  the  preseQt  to  the 
wane  of  natiaul  treaties,  and  coutinuc  to  pro- 
eced  in  the  path  in  vbich  we  have  hitherto  found 
Iffoneri^  and  safety. 

When  Ur.  Smith  had  concluded,  the  Comait- 
tee  roa^  and  hadkave  to  sit  agaiia. 

TtiHDAT,  Hmarf  14. 

COMMEBCE  OF  rfHE  VWnSD  STATES. 

The  House  anin  resolved  its^  into  a  Commit 
tee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the  8e- 
cretary  of  State  on  the  privileges  and  restrictions 
on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  in  foreign 
countries ;  when  Mr.  IJlAOiaoif  rose  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Smith,  of  South  C^olina. 

Mr.  M.  began  by  observing  that  he  had  expect- 
ed, bcaa  what  ww  intknat^  yesterday,  the  s»- 

Jwl  of  what  was  then  said  against  the  resoluticms 
efore  the  Committee ;  but,  as  there  was  a  silence 
in  that  quarter,  and  no  other  member  has  risen  on 
either  ude  of  the  question,  he  himself  would  re- 
quest the  attention  of  <the  Committee.  . 

It  had  been  much  pressed  that,  in  the  discussion 
of  this  subject,  it  should  be  viewed  in  its  commer- 
cial relatiau  only.  He  wat  perfectly  willing  to 
aeet  erory  objectiaii  that  could  be  urged  on  that 
croond ;  tntt,  ashe  conceived  it  in^oeuhle  to  do 
fnll  justice  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States 
intnoot  taking  some  collateral  considerations  into 
view,  he  should  be  obliged,  in  the  course  of  his 
leraaibi,  to  point  at  the  pclitical  disposition  and 
«imdttct  ^  some  of  the  iMtioiu  of  Borope  towarda 
this  country. 

The  propositions  immediately  before  the  Com- 
uaittee  turned  on  the  question,  whether  any  thing 
ought  to  be  done  at  this  time,  in  the  way  of  com- 
mercial regulations,  towards  vindicating  and  ad- 
vancing our  national  interests.  Perhaps  it  might 
he  maoe  a  question  with  some,  whether,  in  any 
case,  I^c^islative  tegulationa  of  commerce  were 
consistent  with  its  nature  and  mospexity. 

He  ^feased  himself  to  be  a  mend  to  the  theory 
which  gives  to  industry  a  free  coarse,  under  the 
impuWt  of  individual  interest  and  ike  guidance  of 
inuvidnai  sagacity.  He  wfu  penoaded  that  it 
would  be  Ittppy  for  all  nations,  if  the  banders 
cseeted  by  prejudice,  by  avarice,  and  by  despot- 
isni,  irere  Ivoken  down,  and  a  free  intenMmrse  es- 
tahushed  among  them.  Yet  to  this,  as  to  idl  other 
geoeval  roles,  there  might  be  exee|«(His ;  and  the 
rale  itself  required  what  did  not  eiist— that  it 
should  be  general. 

To  illustrate  this  observation,  be  referred  to  the 
Navigation  Act  of  Great  Britain,  which,  not  being 
eouoterbalanced  by  any  similar  acts  on  Uie  part  m 
nvnl  nations,  had  secured  to  Great  ]Britain  no 
leas  than  eleve»-twelfths  of  the  shipping  and  sea- 
men employed  in  her  trade.  It  is  stated  that,  ia 
X660,  when  the  British  act  passed,  the  Car^gn  ton- 
safe  was  to  the  British,  as  one  to  four ;  in  1700, 
less  than  one  to  six ;  in  1725,  as  one  to  nineteen } 
ui  17fifl^  as  one  to  twelve  j  in  1774,  nearly  the 
At  the  cKHnmienfenunt  of      periM,  the  i 


tonnage  was  bat  9&38G  tons:  at  the  andof  dL 

1,135162.^  - 

As  another  illustfatitm,  he  mentioned  the  casa 
where  two  countries  happened  to  be  in  such  a  ra* 
latron  to  each  othei;  that  the  one,  by  discouragwg 
the  manufactures  of  the  other,  might  not  only  in- 
vigorate its  own,  but  tnmsplant  the  manuiactuiers 
themselves.  Here  the  gam  would  be  a  elear  ous,; 
and  the  effect  evidently  consistent  with  the  pria* 
ci^  of  the  theory. 

To  allow  tnde  to  Efgnlate  itself  is  not,  then- 
fore,  to  he  admitted  as  a  maxim  vniversally  sowd. 
Our  own  experience  has  tan^^t  us  that)  la  cortain 
cases,  it  is  the  same  thing  vrith.allowing  one  my 
tion  to  regulate  it  for  another.  Were  the  United 
States,  in  fact,  in  commetcial  intercourse  with  ane^ 
nation  only,aad  to  oppose  no  lastrictionswhatera^ 
to  a  system  of  foreign  reatrictions,  they  would,^ 
necessiw,  be  deprived  of  all  share  in  the  carriage, 
although  their  vessels  might  he-able  to  do  it  cheap* 
est,  as  well  as  of  the  only  resources  for  dfdence  on 
that  side  where  they  must  always  be  most  ex> 
posed  to  attack.  A  small  burden  only  in  (otm0i 
ports. on  American  vessels,  and  a  perlect  equahty 
of  foreign  vessels  with  our  own  in  our  own  peztir 
would  gradually  banish  the  latter  altogether. 

The  subject,  as  had  been  remarked  pa  a  former 
occasion^  was  not  a  novel  we ;  ittrasooenlirith 
our  politieal  larth,  and  has  at  all  times  exercised, 
the  thflu^^ts  of  reflecting  citizens.  As  aariy  as 
the  year  succeeding  the  peace,  the  effiwt  of  tha' 
foreign  policy,  which  he^La  to  be  tiHt  in  our  fitada 
and  navigation,  excited  universal  attention  and  lA- 
quietude.  The  first  effort  thought  of  wasaa  ap* 
plioation  of  Congress  to  the  States  for  a  grant  of 
power,  far  a  limited  time,  to  regulate  our  fareign 
commerce,  vrith  a  view  to  control  the  infl«eace4)f 
unfavorable  r^fulatitms  in  some  cases,  and  to  con* 
eiliate  An  extension  of  favorable  ones  in  others. 
Prtnn  some  circumstancee  then  incident  to  out 
situation,  and  particularly  from  a  radical  vice  in 
the  then  politicsl  system  of  the  United  States,  tha 
experiment  did  not  take  effect 

The  States  next  endeavored  to  efiect  their  pur- 
pose by  separate  but  ctmourreat  jngplatiaps..  iSa»t 
sachusetts  opened  a  correspondence  with  Vimnia 
and  other  Statei^  in  order  to  hringabou^  the.plan. 
Here,  miOj  the  effort  was  ahortive. 

Out  ^  this  experioice  grew  the  measures  whiall 
ternunated  in  the  esublianment  of  a  Oovenuneot 
competent  to  the  regulation  of  our  commawial  in* 
terests  and  the  vindfioatien  of  our  conuasroiiil 
rights. 

As  these  were  the  first  objects  of  the  people  in 
the  steps  taken  for  establishiag  the  pscBeat  Qo* 
vernment,  they  were  universslly  expeoted  ta  bs 
among  the  first  fruits  4^ its  imeratitHV  Inthisex- 
pectaUOD,  the  public  were  disi^ippinted*  An  at* 
tempt  was  m^tde  in  diff^^t  fbms,  and  Ecoeived 
the  repeated  sanction  of  this  branen  of  the  ^^i^ 
lature,  hut  they  expired  in  tha  Senate— not,  isr* 
deed,  as  was  idl<|[ea,  from  a  dislika  to  the  attmuft 
altogether,  but  the.  modifications  ^iventa  ii*  M 
has  not  appeared,  however,  jtfmt  ttjwaa.evar 
newed  in  a  different  form*  hit  tbat  netMrand  ioi 
some  tine  it  hns  bfMpi  atlow^d  40  ffUfP  Ml  baibj 
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If  dte  RMons  whidi  or^inally  prerailed  against 
measures  such  as  those  now  proposed  had  weight 
in  them,  they  can  no  longer  ihraish  a  pretext  for 

opposition. 

When  the  subject  was  discussed  in  the  first 
Congress,  at  New  York,  it  was  said  that  we  ooght 
to  try  the  effect  of  a  generous  policy  towstrds 
Great  Britain ;  that  we  oog^t  to  give  time  for  ne- 
gotiating a  treaty  of  commerce:  that  we  ought  to 
await  the  close  of  negotiations  for  explaining  and 
ezeeating  the  Treaty  of  Peace.  We  hare  now 
waited  a  term  of  more  than  foiur  years.  The 
Treatv  of  Peace  remains  imexecuted  on  her  part, 
^eugn  all  pretext  for  delay  has  been  removed 
Ae  steps  talrai  on  oars ;  no  treaty  of  commerce  is 
eidier  m  train  or  in  prospect :  instead  of  relaxa- 
tions in  fwrnei  articles  complained  of,  we  suffer 
new  and  af^ravated  riolations  of  our  rights. 

In  the  view  which  he  took  of  the  subject,  he 
called  the  attention  of  the  Committeeparticularly 
to  the  subject  of  narigation,  of  manunctures,  and 
of  the  discrimination  proposed  in  the  motion  be- 
tween some  nations  and  others. 

Ob  the  subject  of  narigation^  he  observed  that 
we  were  prohibited  by  the  British  laws  from  car- 
rying to  Great  Britain  the  produce  of  other  coun- 
tries from  their  ports,  or  our  own  produce  from  the 
ports  of  other  countries,  or  the  produce  of  other 
coon  tries  from  our  own  ports,  or  to  send  our  own 
produce  fnm  our  own  or  otnn  ports  in  the  Tea- 
sels of  other  countries.  This  last  restriction  was, 
he  observed,  felt  by  the  United  States  at  the  pre- 
sent moment.  It  was,  indeed,  the  practice  of 
Great  Britain,  sometimes  to  relax  her  Navigation 
Act  90  far,  in  time  of  war,  as  to  permit  to  neutral 
Teasels  a  circuitous  carriage ;  but,  as  yet.  the  act 
was'  in  fall  force  against  the  use  of  them  for  trans- 
porting the  produce  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  laws  of  tbe  United 
States  allowed  Great  Britain  to  bring  into  their 
ports  any  thing  she  might  jdease,  fVom  her  own  or 
from  other  ports,  and  in  her  own  or  in  other 
Tessels. 

In  the  trade  between  tlie  United  States  and  the 
British  West  Indies,  Uie  Tessels  of  the  former  were 
under  an  absdute  prohibition,  whilst  British  res- 
aeb  in  that  trade  enjoyed  all  the  nrlTil^es  panted 
to  other,  eren  the  most  fiiTorea  nations,  m  their 
Inde  with  us.  The  inequality  in  this  case  was 
Ae  more  striking,  as  it  was  evident  that  the  West 
bdies  w«-e  dependent  on  the  United  States  for 
snpi^ies  essential  to  them,  and  that  the  cir- 
cumstances which  secured  to  the  United  States 
iSua  advantage,  enabled  their  vessels  to  transport 
the  snp|iliea  on  far  better  terms  than  could  be  done 
by  British  vessels. 

To  illustrate  the  policy  requisite  in  our  com- 
mercial iptercotH-se  with  other  nations,  he  pre- 
sented a-  compat^tive  view  of  the  American  and 
ibrewn  tonnage  employed  in  the  respective  branch- 
es orit^  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  foreign 
stood  to  the  American  as  follows:  Spain,  1  to  5 ; 
PortsgaL  1  to  6;  the  United  Netherlands,  1  to  15 ; 
Dfeiifuuk,  1  tol3;  Roasta,—  to— }  France,  Ito 
^;  GteatBiilaia,  5  to  1. 

k  rcMihi  fipom  these  ftcts,  that,  in  proportion  as 


the  trade  might  be  diminished  with  Great  Britain 
and  increased  with  other  nations,  would  be  the 
probable  increase  of  the  American  tonnage.  It 
appeared,  for  enm|de,  that,  as  the  trade  might 
pass  from  British  channels  into  those  of  France,  ifr 
would  augment  our  tonnage  at  the  rate  of  10  to  1. 

The  atrave  calculation,  he  said,  had  been  made 
out  on  the  documents  of  1790,  and  on  the  amount 
of  the  tonnage  entered  in  the  several  ports.  A 
document  stating  the  amounts  of  the  actual  ton- 
nage in  the  American  trade  had  just  been  r^orted 
to  that  House.  If  this,  which  was  liable  to  some 
remarks  that  might  hereafter  be  madej  was  to  be 
substituted,  it  aflorded  another  calculation,  dimin- 
ishing the  excess  in  &Tor  of  Great  Britain,  bat 
augmenting  it  in  &Tor  of  the  United  States  iit 
most  of  the  other  instances. 

According  to  this  calculation,  the  foreign  to  llie 
American  tonnage  mi^ht  be  stated  as  follows : 
Spain,  1  to  16 ;  Portug£,  1  to  17 ;  United  Nether- 
lands, 1  to  26 ;  Denmark  1  to  15 ;  Russia,  1  to  14 ; 
France,  1  to  between  4  bnd  5;  Great  Britain, 
nearly  as  3  to  1. 

Such  a  disproportion,  taking  even  the  redoeed 
one,  in  the  navigation  with  Great  Britain,  was  the 
more  mortifying,  when  the  nature  and  amount  of 
our  exports  are  considered.  Our  exports  are  not 
only,  for  the  most  part,  either  immediately  ueees- 
sanes  of  life,  or  ultimately  as  necessaries  to  manit'- 
factures,  necessaries  of  emi^oyment  and  life  to 
manu&eturers,  and  must  thence  command  a  sore 
market  wherever  they  are  received  at  all  but  cho 
peculiar  bulkiness  of  them  furnishes  an  advaiitage 
over  the  exports  of  every  other  country,  and  par- 
ticularly over  those  of  Cfreat  Britain.  If  such  an 
advantage  belonged  to  that  nation,  the  policy 
which  governs  her  navigation  laws  would  proba- 
bly have  given  the  exclusive  carriage  to  her  own 
bottoms.  It  is  equalty  in  our  power,  if  so  selfish' 
a  principle  should  be  forced  upon  us,  to  secure  to 
our  bottoms  the  same  monopoly,  leaving  to  other 
nations  with  which  we  trade  the  like  exclusive 
carriage  of  their  exports.  The  regulation  wouhl^  to 
be  sure,  be  mutually  inconvenient ;  and,  by  forcing 
the  vessels  of  each  party  to  return  empty  fttm 
foreign  markets,  be  so  iar  a  tax  on  the  intercourse. 
This  effect,  however,  did  not  disprove  the  power 
in  general  which  the  character  of  our  exports  gave 
us  over  the  carriage  them,  nor  lessen  die  a^o- 
ment  drawn  from  it.  Examine  it  in  relation  to 
Great  Britain.  The  bulk  of  her  exports  to  us, 
compared  with  that  of  ours  to  her,  is  as  nothing. 
An  inconsiderable  quantity  of  shipping  would  suf- 
fice for  hers,  whilst  ours  can  load  about  222,000 
tons.  Including  the  articles  ^e  exports  from  the 
West  Indies  to  this  country,  they  bear  no  propor- 
tion to  ours.  Yet,  in  the  entire  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  the  British  Dominions,  her  ton- 
nage is  to  that  of  the  United  States  as  156,000^ 
employing  9,360  seamen^  to  66,000,  employiii|f 
5,690  seamen.  Were  a  rigid  exertion  of  oat  ri^t 
to  take  place,  it  would  extend  oar  tonnage  to 
222,000,  and  leave  to  Great  Britain  employment 
for  much  less  thwn  the  actual  share  now  enjoyed 
by  the  United  States.  It  could  not  be  wished  to 
■  posh  matters  to  this  extremity.  It  shoved,  how^ 
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eTer,  th«  reiy  uneqiial  and  uniaTonble  footing  on 
which  the  carrying  trade^  the  great  resource  of 
our  safety  and  respectability,  was  placed  by  fo- 
reign regulations,  and  the  reasonableness  of  peace- 
aiM  attempts  to  meliorate  it.  We  might,  at  least, 
in  availing  ourselves  of  the  merit  of  our  exports, 
contend  for  such  regulations  as  would  reverse  the 
proportion,  and  give  the  United  States  the 
156,000  tonnage  and  9,360  seamen,  instead  the 
66^  tonnage  and  3,690  seamen. 

He  here  adverted  to  the  discount  of  ten  per 
cent  on  the  duties  paid  by  goods  imported  in  Ame- 
rican bottoms,  remarking  that  it  was  not  founded 
on  the  true  jwlicy  of  encouiaging  our  shipping.  It 
was  not  the  imports,  but  the  exports,  that  regulat- 
ed the  quantity  of  tonnage.  What  was  imported 
in  American  v^sels,  which  would  otherwise  re- 
tom  entity,  was.  no  doubt,  a  benefit  to  the  Ame- 
rican merchant,  Wt  could  slightly  only,  if  at  all, 
increase  the  mass  of  our  tonnage.  The  way  to 
effect  this  was  to  secure  exportations  to  American 
bottoms. 

Proceeding  to  the  subject  of  manufactures,  he 
observed  that  it  presented  no  compensations  for 
the  inequalities  in  the  principles  ana  effects  of  the 
najngation  system. 

We  consmne  British  manufactures  to  double 
the  amount  of  what  Britain  takes  from  us,  and 
qoadruple  the  amount  of  what  she  actaally  con- 
•omea. 

We  take  everythina;  after  it  has  undergone  all 
the  jHt)GtabIe  labor  tliat  can  be  bestowed  on  it. 
She  receives,  in  return,  raw  materials,  the  food  of 
her  industry.  We  send  necessaries  to  her.  She 
sends  superfluities  to  us.  We  admit  everything 
she  pleases  to  send  us,  whether  of  her  own  or 
sdien  production.  She  refuses  not  only  our  manu- 
&ctans,  but  the  articles  we  wish  most  to  send 
ha-^ur  idieat  and  Aour^  our  fishj  and  our  salted 
provisions.  These  constitute  our  best  staples  for 
exportation,  as  her  manufactures  constitute  hers. 
It  appeareo,  by  an  authentic  document  he  had 
examined,  that  of  the  manufactured  articles  im- 
ported in  1790,  amounting  to  $15,295,638  97, 
we  received  from  and  through  Oreat  Britain 
$13,965,464  95.  During  the  same  vear  the  ma- 
Dn&ctures  imported  from  France,  tne  next  great 
commercial conntry^and  consuming  more  of  our 
produce  than  Great  Britain,  amounted  to  no  more 
than  •155,136  63.  To  give  a  fuUer  view  of  our 
foreign  commerce,  he  stated  the  balances  with  the 
aevend  nations  of  Europe  and  their  dominions,  as 
follow:  Spain,  t!,670,797  in  favor  of  the  United 
Sutes;  Portugal  $1,687,699  in  favor  of  the  United 
Sutes;  United  Netherlands,  $791,118  in  favor  of 
the  United  States;  Sweden,  $32,965  in  fovor  of 
the  United  States;  Denmark  $126,949  against 
the  United  States;  France,  $2,630,387  in  favor 
<^  the  United  States;  Great  Britam,  $5,922,012 
against  the  United  States.  This  enormous  balance 
to  Great  Britain  is  on  the  exports  to  her.  On  her 
c<msamption  the  balance  is  still  greater,  amount- 
ing to  nue  or  ten  millions;  to  which  again  is  to 
be  added  her  profits  on  the  re-exports  in  a  manu- 
fiwtared  and  raw  state.  It  a^gfat  be  said  that  an 
n&TOiable  balance  was  no  proof  itf  an  nn&voia- 
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bte  trade ;  that  the  only  impnrtant  balance  waa. 

the  ultimate  one  on  our  aggregate  commerce^ 
That  there  was  much  truth  m  mis  general  doc- 
trine was  admitted;  at  the  same  time  it  was 
equally  certain  that  there  were  exceptions  to  it,, 
some  of  which  were  conceived  to  be  applicable  to 
the  situation  of  the  United  States.  But  whethra 
the  doctrine  were  just  or  not,  as  applied  to  the 
United  States^  it  was  well  known  that  the  reason- 
ing and  practice  of  other  countries  were  governed 
by  a  contrary  doctrine.  In  all  of  them  an  unfar- 
vorable  balance,  to  be  paid  in  specie,  was  cm- 
sidered  as  an  evil.  Great  Britain,  in  partienkr^, 
had  always  studied  to  prevent  it  as  much  as  she 
could.  What,  then,  may  be  the  effect  on  the- 
poUcy  of  a  nation  with  which  we  have  the  most 
friendly  and  beneficial  relations,  when  it  sees  ibs 
balance  of  trade  with  us  not  only  so  much  against 
her,  but  all  the  specie  that  pays  it  flowing  imme- 
diateiy  into  the  lap  of  her  greatest  rival,  u  not  her 
most  inveterate  enemy.  As  to  the  discrimination 
proposed  between  nations  having  and  not  having 
commercial  treaties  with  us,  the  principle  was 
embraced  by  the  laws  of  most,  if  not  all  the  States, 
while  the  regulatibn  of  trade  was  in  their  hands. 
It  had  the  repeated  sanction  of  votes  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  during  the  session  of  the  pro* 
sent  Government  at  New  York.  It  has  been 
practised  by  other  nations^  and  in  a  late  instance 
against  the  United  States.  It  tends  to  procure 
beneficial  treaties  from  those  who  refiue  them,  by 
making  them  the  j^iee  of  enjoying  an  eqvmuVf 
with  other  nations  m  our  commerce.  It  tends,  as 
a  conciliatory  preference,  to  procure  better  trea- 
ties from  those  who  hare  not  refused  them.  It 
was  a  prudent  consideration,  in  dispensing  com- 
mercial advantages,  to  favor  rather  those  whose 
friendship  and  support  may  be  expected  in  case  ot 
necessity,  than  those  whose  disposition  wore  a 
contrary  aspect.  He  did  not  wish  to  enter  at  pre- 
sent, nor  at  if  unnecessary,  into  a  disfday  o( 
the  unfriendly  features  which  marked  the  policy 
of  Great  Britain  towards  the  United  States.  He 
should  be  content  to  lay  aside,  at  least  for  the  pre- 
sentj  the  subject  of  the  Indian^  the  Algerines,  the 
spoliations,  dec.;  but  he  could  not  forbear  re* 
marking,  generally,  that  if  that  or  any  other  nation 
were  known  to  bear  tis  a  settled  ill  will,  nothing 
could  be  more  impolitic  than  to  foster  resources 
which  would  be  more  likely  to  be  turned  agaiiut 
us  than  exerted  in  our  favor.  It  had  been  admit- 
ted, by  tbe  gentleman  who  spoke  yesterday,  [Mr. 
Smith,  of  South  Carolina,]  to  be  a  misfortune  that 
our  trade  should  be  so  far  engrossed  by  any  one 
nation  as  it  is  the  hands  of  Great  Britain.  But 
the  gentleman  added  nothing  to  alleviate  the  mis- 
fortune, when  he  advised  us  to  make  no  efforts  for 
putting  an  end  to  it.  The  evils  resulting  from 
such  a  state  of  things  were  as  serious  as  they  were 
numerous.  To  say  nothing  of  sudden  derange*, 
ments,  from  the  capice  with  which  Boverei^ 
might  be  seized,  there  were  casualties  which 
might  not  be  avoidable.  A  general  bankruptcy, 
which  was  a  possible  event,  in  a  nation  with 
which  we  were  so  ccnmected,  would  revetbenta 
upon  US  with  a  most  dnadfiil  shock.  A  puttal 
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banlcruptcy  had  actnaOy  and  lately  taken  place, 
tnd  was  sererely  felt  in  our  commerce.  War  is 
a  common  event^  particularly  to  Great  Britain, 
and  inrolTes  as  m  the  embarrassments  it  brings 
on  oar  commerce,  whilst  ours  ts  so'diM>roportion- 
fttety  intenroren  with  it.  Add  the  influence  that 
may  be  conveyed  into  the  public  coiucils  by  a 
nation  directing  the  course  of  our  trade  by  her 
capital,  and  holding  so  great  a  share  in  our  fiecn- 
niary  institations,  and  the  effect  that  may  finally 
ensue  on  our  taste,  our  manners,  and  our  form  of 
Ooremment  itself.  If  the  question  be  ashed,  What 
might  be  the  consequence  of  counter  efforts,  and 
whether  this  attempt  to  viadicate  ottt  public  inte- 
rests Would  -not  produce  them?  his  answer  was, 
that  he  did  not  in  least  apprehend  soch  a  con- 
sequencei  as  well  because  toe  measure  afforded 
no  pretext,  being  short  of  what  was  already  done 
by  Great  Britain  in  her  commercial  system,  as 
because  she  would  be  the  greatest  sufferer  from  a 
Stagnation  of  the  trade  between  the  two  countries 
if  we  should  force  on  such  a  crisis.  Her  mer- 
ehants  would  feel  it.  Her  naTigation  woxild  feel 
it  Her  manufitctures  would  feel  it.  Her  West 
Indies  would  be  ruined  by  it.  Her  revenue  would 
deeply  feel  it.  And  her  Government  would  feel 
It  through  every  nerve  of  its  operations.  We,  too, 
dionld  suffer  in  some  respects,  but  in  a  less  degree ; 
and,  if  the  virtue  and  temper  of  our  fellow-citizens 
were  not  mistaken,  the  experiment  would  find  in 
them  a  far  neater  readiness  to  bear  it.  It  was 
dearto  him,  therefore,  that  if  Great  Britain  should, 
contrary  to  all  the  rules  of  probability,  stop  the 
commerce  between  the  two  countries,  the  issue 
would  be  a  complete  triumph  to  the  United  States. 
Re  dwelt  particularly  on  the  dependence  of  Bri- 
tish manufactures  on  llie  market  of  the  United 
States.  He  referred  to  a  paper  in  Anderson's 
History  of  Commerce,  which  states  the  amount 
of  British  manufactures  at  £51,310.000  sterling, 
and  the  number  of  souls  emi^oyea  in,  and  sup- 
ported by  them,  at  6,250,000.  Supposing  the 
United  States  to  consume  two  and  a  half  mulions 
of  British  manu&Ctures,  which  is  a  moderate  esti- 
mate, the  loss  of  their  market  would  deprive  of 
Stibaistence  250,000  souls.  Add  50,000,  who  de- 
pend for  employment  on  our  raw  materials :  here 
are  300,000  souls  who  Hve  by  our  custom.  Let 
diem  be  driven  to  poverty  alio  despair  br  acts  of 
their  own  Oovetnment,  and  what  would  be  Ae 
consequence?  Most  probably  an  ae^nisition  of 
Ml  many  usefiil  citizens  to  the  United  States, 
which  form  the  natural  asyhim  against  the  dis^ 
tresses  of  Korope.  But  whether  they  should  re- 
main in  discontent  and  wretchedness  m  their  own 
eountrv,  or  seek  their  fortunes  in  another,  the  evil 
would  he  felt  by  the  British  Government  as  equ^y 
^reat,  and  be  avoided  with  equal  caution. 

It  mi^t  be  regarded  (he  observed)  as  a  general 
Ade,  that,  where  one  nation  consumed  the  neces- 
saries of  life  produced  by  another,  the  consuming 
nation  was  dependent  on  the  producing  one.  On 
the  other  hano,  where  the  consumption  consisted 
cf  soperflttities,  the  producing  narioo  was  depend- 
ent on  the  ctmsummg  one.  The  United  States 
ware  ta  die  ftirttuiate  situation  of  enjoying  bodt 


these  advantiues  over  Great  Britain.  They  sup- 
phf  a  part  of  her  dominions  with  the  necessaries 
of  life ;  they  consume  superfluities  which  ^re 
bread  to  her  people  in  another  part.  Great  Bri- 
tain, therefore,  is  under  a  double  dependence  on 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States.  She  depends 
on  them  for  what  she  herself  consumes ;  she  de- 
pends on  them  for  what  they  consume.  In  pro* 
portion  as  a  nation  manufactures  luxuries  must  be 
Its  disadvantage  in  contests  of  every  sort  with  its 
customers.  The  reason  is  obvious.  What  is  a 
luxury  to  the  consumer  is  a  necessary  to  the  ma* 
nufacturer.  By  changing  a  fa.<!hion  or  disappoint* 
ing  a  ftncy  only,  bread  may  be  tiken  from  the 
mouths  of  thousands  whose  mdustry  is  deroted'to 
the  gratiScatiott  of  ardfieul  wants.  He  men- 
tioned the  case  of  a  petition  from  a  great  body  irf 
buckle  makers,  presented  a  few  years  ago  to  the 
Prince  of  Wale&  comidaining  of  the  use  of  strings 
instead  of  buckles  in  the  shoes,  and  supcdieating 
his  Royal  Highness,  as  giving  the  law  to  fashions, 
to  save  them  from  want  and  misery  by  discon- 
tinuing the  new  one.  It  was  not  (he  observed) 
the  Prince  who  petitioned  the  manu&cturers  to 
continue  to  make  the  buckles,  but  the  manufac- 
turers who  petitioned  their  customer  to  buy  them. 
The  relation  was  similar  between  the  American 
customers  and  the  British  manufacturers ;  and  if 
a  law  were  to  jiass  for  putting  a  stop  to  the  use 
their  superfluities,  or  a  stop  were  otherwise  to  be 
put  to  it,  it  would  quickly  oe  seen  from  which  the 
distress  and  sujpi^catimu  would  flow.  Suppose 
that  Chreat  Britain  received  from  us  alone  the 
whole  of  the  necessaries  die  consumes,  and  that 
our  market  alone  took  off  the  luxmies  with  which 
she  paid  for  them :  here  the  dependence  wotild  be 
complete,  and  we  might  impose  whatever  terms 
we  please  on  the  exchange.  This,  to  be  sure,  is 
not  absolutely  the  case }  bu^  in  |«(^rtion  as  it  is 
the  case,  her  dependence  is  on  us.  The  West 
Indies,  however,  are  an  exam^e  of  complete  de- 
pendence. They  cannot  subsist  without  our  food. 
They  cannot  flourish  without  our  lumber  and  our 
use  of  their  rum.  On  the  other  hand,  we  depend 
on  them  for  not  a  single  necessary,  and  can-  supply 
ourselves  with  their  luxuries  from  other  sources. 
Sugar  is  the  only  article  about  which  there  was 
ever  'a  question ;  and  he  was  authorized  to  say 
that  there  was  not^  at  the  most,  one-dxth  tif  our 
consumption  sopidied  from  the  British  idands. 
In  time  of  war  or  ftmine  the  dependence  of  the 
West  Indies  is  felt  in  all  its  ene^.  It  is  some- 
times such  as  to  appeal  to  our  hnmaniiy  as  well 
as  our  interest  for  relief.  At  this  moment  the 
Governor  of  Jamaica  is  makine^  proclamation  of 
their  distresses.  If  ever,  therefore,  there  was  a 
case  where  one  com  try  could  dictate  to  andther 
the  regulations  of  trade  between  them,  it  is  ^e 
case  of  the  United  States  and  the  Brrti^  West 
Indies.  And  yet  the  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
rolina [Mr.  Smith]  had  considered  it  as  a  fitvor 
that  we  were  allowed  to  send  our  provuions  in 
British  bottoms,  and  in  these  only^  to  Ae  West 
Indies.  The  ihror,  reduced  to  plam  hmgoage.  in 
the  mouth  of  their  planters,  would  ran  thus :  We 
will  agree  to  buy  your  |HroTisions  rather  than 
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Marre,  tnd  let  70a  hftre  oar  -ram,  whAck  m  can 
sell  Dwlrtie  dse:  but  we  ftsore  oat  of  this  in- 
da^enee  «  nonopcrilj  of  the  carriage  to  British 
Tenels.   With  regard  to  rerenue.  the  British- re- 
sooTces  were  extremfdr  exhausted,  in  comparison 
With  thbse  of  die  United  States.   The  people  of 
Great  Britain  were  taxed  atthe  rate  of  40  shillings 
a  head,  the  people  of  the  United  States  at  not 
more  than  6  shilling^'a  hea^l^s  than  one-sixth 
of  the  British  tax.  As  the  price  of  labor,  which 
pajn  the  tax,  is  double  in  the  United  States  to 
what  it  is  in  Great  Britain,  the  burden  on  Ameri- 
can citizens  is  less  disn  ooe-tweifth  of  the  burden 
on  British  subjects.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  Bri- 
tain alone  does  not  bear  the  whole  burden.  She 
leries  indirect  taxes  on  her  West  Indies  and  on 
her  Baat  Indies,  and  derires,  from  an  acquiescence 
i&  her  monopolizliw  regalatioiia.-«n  imperceptible 
tribute  £rom  the  wwde  commercial  world.  StiU, 
howerer^  the  difference  of  hard'en  ia  the  two  coon- 
Q-ies  is  tmmoue.  Britain  has,  nrareoTer,  great 
arrears  of  mrfituded  d^ts.  She  n  threatened  with 
defects  m  her  rerenne^  eren  at  tiiis  time.  She  is 
engaged  in  an  expensne  war,  and  she  raises  the 
sappfies  for  it  on  the  most  expensive  terms.  Add 
to  the  whole,  that  her  population  is  stfttionarf,  if 
not  dinunishmg,  whilst  that  of  the  United  States 
is  in  a  course  of  increase  beyond  example.  Bhonld 
it  9t3l  be  asked  ■whether  the  im^st  might  not  he 
affected,  and  how  a  d^eiency  mwht  be  sup^ied, 
he  thoogfat  sufficient  answers  might  be  giren.  He 
took  for  granted  that  the  articles  subjected.to  die 
additional  duties  would  continue  to  come  accord- 
ing to  the  demand  for  them ;  and  beliered,  if  the 
duties  were  prudently  adjusted,  the  increase  of 
the  Amies  would  hilanee  the  decrease  of  importa- 
tion.   Oar  country  is  aUe  to  import,  and  probably 
will  hnport,  in  prttpration  to  our  exports.  Onr 
exports  amount,  say,  to  twmty  milUons  of  dollars. 
U  we  import  less  nrom  one  country,  we  shall  im- 
port more  fVom  another.  V  we  impcn  less  of 
some  th  tn«^  we  shall  import  more  cf  other  things ; 
and  acoording  to  onr  imports  will  be  onr  rerenue. 
Snppoee  Great  Britain  to  make  the  rash  and  im- 
probable experiment  of  prohibiting  aQ  commerce 
with  the  United  States.   She  does  not  consume 
ffioie  -than  one-fotnth  of  our  exports,  and  we  de- 
rire.  perhaps,  nearly  half  of  6ar  rerenue  from  the 
productions  of  other  countries.  In  this  point  of 
tiew,  we  should,  at  the  worst,  hare  three-fourths 
Ot  oar  exports  to  pfcy  for  oar  reduced  imports,  and 
conaequently  a  btuuiee  of  aiboat  fire  nullions  of 
npeae  flowing  into  oar  eomtif.    The  fiuolty 
whieh  tUu  woald  gif  e  to  operations  of  rerenae 
together  widi  the  cmisideration  that  the  labor  em- 
l^oyed  on  one^ourih  of  oar  ordinary  exports 
wooldiie  employed  for  internal  purposes,  might 
assure  us  that  a  judicious '  dovnnment  wmildl 
eas9y  be  aUe  to  provide  the  means  of  supplying 
file  deficiency  of  impost 

Bnt  ft  was  superflnons  to  enter  into  calculations 
of  this  sort.  He  recurred  to  the  utter  improba- 
bility that  such  a  contingency  should  hap|ien.  He 
was  Mbf  persu&ded  that  the  resohidoas,  if  agreed 
tOL  would  not  impair  the  revenue. 

It  Sa  Hb^eeltd,  that  flpiia  and  Foltagal,whoaie  I 
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good  eustomers  to  us,  and  the  latter  particularly 
mebdly,  having  no  commercial  treaty  widi  vUj 
will  come  witfam  the  operation  of  the  resoladons. 

Several  answers  may  be  given  to  this  objectioo. 

1.  They  do  not  manuftcture  die  articles  m  que^ 
tion,  80  as  to  be  sensibly  affected. 

S.  They  employ  but  Ittde  tonnage  in  our  trade: 
Soahi,  2,689  tons  only;  Portugal,  ^340  tons  only. 
They  are  supposed  to  be  Htde  anxious  to  increase 
the  foreign  branches  of  their  carrying  trade,  being 
content  with  the  internal  trade  carried  on  wia 
their  own  dominions.  As  they  have  no  Naviga- 
tion Act  within  the  purview  of  the  resolutions, 
they  would  not  be  exposed  to  the  retaliating  clauses 
on  that  subject. 

3.  If  friendly,  riiey  can  be  admitted  to  treaty  on 
equitable  conditions  whenever  they  please. 

4.  They  can  easily  be  excepted,  if  thought  ex- 
pedient, either  by  a  general  proviso  that  the  reso- 
lutions shaU  not  etfend  to  nations  having  no  Na- 
vigation Act  such  as  Is  therein  described,  or  }ff 
providing  that  they  shall  not  extend  to  cotmtries 
south  of  Cape  Finisterre,  a  distinction  familiar  to 
the  British  Statute  Book. 

It  ia  said  that  Great  Britain  treats  the  United 
States  as  well  as  ^e  treats  other  nations,  and, 
therefore,  they  ought  to  be  satisfied. 

K  other  nations  were  willing  to  bear  unequal 
regulations,  or  tmable  to  vindicate  their  rights,  it 
was  no  examine  for  us. 

But  is  it  true  that  the  same  decree  o(  reciproci- 

g subsists  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
ritaii^as  between  Great  Britain  and  other  coun- 
tries? He  did  not  admit  this  to  be  the  case.  Where 
treaties  existed,  they  stiptibted,  in  many  instances, 
mutual  and  equal  ecmditions  tn  intercourse.  He 
gave  an  example  in  the  treaty  of  Medraen,  in 
whidi  the  admission  of  British  woollens  by  ror- 
tugal  was  balanced  by  the  admission  of  Portugid 
wme  by  €^t  Britain.  The  treaty  whh  Fnowe, 
of  late  ^bte,  was  another  example,  where  a  vari- 
ety of  reciprocal  privileges  and  countervailing  du- 
ties were  mhmtely  provided  for.  Where  no  trea- 
ties existed,  or  where  they  were  silent,  there  were 
often  legal  regulatitms  reciprocating  the  regula- 
tions of  Great  Sritafn.  He  referred  to  the  laws  oi 
Sweden  and  Denmaric,  on  the  sulgect  t^T  mano- 
lectures,  as  instances. 

It  is  said  Great  Britain  treats  us  as  well  as  other 
naetions  treat  us.  What  nation,  he  asked,  had  sdch 
a  Na^gation  Act?  Wint  nation  besides  excludes 
osftomaelrtiidtoustrade?  What  nation exdodes 
us  from  curying  oar  own  commodities  in  out  own 
bottoms,  where  the  carriage  is  allowed  to  her  bot- 
toms? 

It  is  said,  that  at  least  Great  Britain  treats  us 
as  well  as  we  are  treated  by  Frtmce^  who  will  be 
favored  by  the  resolutions.  This  pomt  was  parti- 
eohtrly  latwred  yesterday  by  the  gendeman  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Smith,]  who  made  a  com- 
parison oi  those  two  countries  the  principal  basis 
of  the  discussion.  As  they  were,  in  &ct,  the  two 
countries  which  stood  in  the  most  important  re- 
lations to  the  United  States,  the  subject  required  a 
pretty  accurate  view  of  their  respective  disposition^ 
r^Wtions,and  intefcoarse,  with  this  country. 
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Commerce  of  the  Unittd  State*. 


On  the  subject  of  the  d  ispositions  oi  Ftuce  and 
Great  Britain  towards  the  United  States,  the  gen- 
tleman [Mr.  Suira]  was  of  a  rery  diffeieat  opi- 
nion (Mr.  M.  obserTed)  from  that  expressed  in  the 
Messase  of  the  President.  The  Message  in- 
fonnea  the  House  that  France  had  geserally  ma- 
nifested a  friendly  disposition  towards  the  United 
States}  bad  eranted  advantages  to  their  com- 
merce, and  haa  actually  made  overtures  for  plac- 
ing it  permanently  on  a  better  footing}  while  the 
language  of  the  communication  with  respect  to 
Great  Britain  sufficiently  proves  that  there  was  no 
room  for  compliments  oi  a  like  kind  to  that  nation. 

He  meant  to  show,  however,  from  a  particular 
review,  in  what  light  the  two  nations  stood  to  us ; 
and  for  that  purpose  should  submit  to  the  Commit- 
tee a  comparative  statement,  as  the  gentleman 
had  done,  of  their  commercial  policy  towards  us. 

He  premised,  however,  that  he  coi^d  not  follow 
the  example  of  recurring  to  a  period  antecedent  to 
the  French  Revolution  lor  evidence  in  relation  to 
France.  Mr.  Smith  seemed  to  think  that  the  or- 
der oi  things  subsequent  to  that  period  could  not  be 
regarded  as  a  settled  order.  He,  [Mr.  M.,1  on  the 
contrary,  considered  it  as  the  only  settled,  order. 
He  hoped  and  believed  that  the  Revolution  was 
not  a  fugitive  thing,  as  some  might  wish,  but  that 
it  was  irreversibly  established ;  and  that  the  new 
Republic  would  nourish  forever  on  the  ruins  of 
the  ancient  Monarchv.  He  should  not,  however, 
he  said,  reject  from  nis  inquiry,  what  was  done 
previous  to  the  date  of  the  Republic  in  favor  of 
the  United  States,  because  it  could  not  be  reason- 
ably supposed  that  the  disposition  of  the  nation 
would  M  less  favorable  now  than  it  was  under  the 
former  Government. 

He  then  proceeded  to  a  view  o£  the  footing  on 
vhieh  the  commerce  stood  with  the  British  and 
French  Dominions. 

Wheat  and  Fhur.—la  France,  free ;  that  is  to 
say,  under  a  dutf  of  one-eighth  per  cent,  as  a  Cus- 
tom-house regulatioujinerely  for  ascertaining  the 
quantity  imported.  This  remark  is  to  be  a[gplied 
to  several  other  articles  which  will  be  mentuned 
as  free. 

In  Great  Britain,  wheat  and  flour  are  prohibit- 
ed, until  the  price  is  up  at  6s.  3d.  ^erling  a  bush- 
el ;  which,  as  to  the  Umted  States,  may  be  deemed 
a  perpetual  prohibition. 

In  the  French  West  Indies  these  articles  ue 
also  free ;  and.  as  he  at  first  stated,  by  a  general 
law,  which  haa  been  suspended  from  time  to  time; 
but,  being  told  that  he  was  mistaken,  the  articles 
being  prohibited  by  a  general  law,  and  free  only 
by  suspensions,  he  said  that,-  although  his  docu- 
ments gave  him  other  information,  he  should  leave 
Uie  fact  for  further  examination:  adding,  how- 
ever, that  it  was  not  essential,  as  uie  actual  prac- 
tice and  disposition  of  France  on  this  subject  were 
chiefly  to  be  resarded. 

In  the  Britidi  West  Indies  these  articles  were 
free,  but  in  British  bottoms  only. 

.mc«.— In  France,  free.  In  Britain,  tmder  a  duty 
of  7s.  4d.  sterling  the  hundred.  In  the  French 
Islands,  under  a  duty  of  cue  per  cent,  In  the 
British,  fre^  in  Britiih  bottoms. 
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Salted  j£«A.— In  France,  under  a  dntv  of  ei^t 
livres  the  quintaL  In  Britain,  prohibited.  In 
French  Islands  admitted  under  some  discourage- 
ments, which  did  not,  however,  prevent  a  great 
consumption.   In  the  British  Islands,  prohibited. 

Salted  heej. — In  France,  under  a<  duty  of  fivf 
livres  a  quintal.  In  Britain,  prohibited.  In  French 
Islands,  luder  a  duty  of  one  per  cent  and  three 
livres  a  nuintal.  In  British  Islands,  prohibited. 

Salted  porkr-bi  France,  under  a  duty  of  five 
livres  a  qumtaL  in  some  ports;  prohibited  in  others. 
In  Britain,  under  a  prohibitory  duty  of  44fi.  9d.  a 
quintaL  In  the  British  and  French  Islands,  pro- 
hibited. 

Indigo. — In  France,  under  a  duty  of  five  lines 
a  quintal.  In  Britain,  free.  In  the  Britidi  ud 
French  Islands,  prohibited. 

Whale  oU. — In  France,  under  a  dunr  of  sevea 
livres  ten  sds  a  barrel  of  ^  pounds.  In  Britain, 
under  a  duty  of  £18  3s,  a  ton.  In  both  West  In- 
dira, prohibited. 

Tar^pitcK,  and  tuTpeniine.~-ln  France,  under  n 
duty  or  two  per  cent.  In  Britain,  under  duties, 
tar  and  pitch  lid.  per  barrel}  turpentine  ^  3d. 
per  100  poun^. 

Tobacco  is  on  a  footing  pretty  similar  in  the 
two  cotmtries.  So  are  wood,  pot  and  pearl  asheS| 
and  flaxseed. 

Mdian  com,  weod,  live  animaie,  (except  horses 
and  mules,  which  are  free,)  in  the  French  Islands 
pay  a  duty  of  one  per  cent.  In  the  British,  they 
are  free  in  British  bottoms}  prohibited  in  Am»- 
rican  bottoms. 

Ship$.—ln  France,  free  to  be  naturalized.  In 
Britain,  prohibited. 

He  proceeded  to  state  Uie  comparative  amount 
of  our  exports  and  iropOTU  in  the  commerce  with 
the  two  nation^  and  the  balances  on  them,  as  be^ 
fore  shown.  He  noticed  particularly  the  excess 
of  the  exports  to  the  French  West  Indies,  which 
amounted  to  $3,284,656  over  those  lo  the  British, 
which  amounted  to  $2,357,583:  observing  the  im- 
portance of  that  market  and  the  more  especially 
as  it  supplies  the  article  of  molasses,  the  only 
raw  material  imported  into  the  United  States,  and 
otherwise  so  much  valued  as  an  article  of  con- 
sumption. He  adverted  also  to  the  superior  pro- 
portion of  American'  tonnage  in  the  trade  with  the 
French  dominions,  as  had  a^  been  before  shown. 

From  this  review,  he  left  the  Committee  to  in- 
fer the  true  policy  of  the  United  States  with  re- 
gard to  their  cunmerce  in  its  two  most  consider- 
ate branches.  He  thought  it  clear  that,  in  every 
view,  it  was  incnmbrat  aa  the  United  States  to 
cultivate  the  coinexioD  and  intercourse  with  the 
French  nation.  As  a  mailEet  for  our  produce,  their 
vast  population^  and  their  use  of  our  articles  of 
mere  consumption,  were  peculiarly  precious  to 
our  agriculture.  They  could  do  better  without 
our  trade  than  Great  Britain ;  yet,  they  showed 
more  disposition  to  favor  it  And  what  vras  by 
no  means  to  be  disregarded,  they  were  the  on^ 
considerable  Power  on  the  face  of  the  earth  unr 
cerely  friendly  to  the  Republican  fopn  of  Govem- 
ment  established  in  this  country. 

Of  all  the  objections  which  Mr.  M.  had  hcwd 
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aoggested  against  theTesolntioDs,  the  most  extra- 
ngBot  and  ehimerieal  was  the  mea  of  a  mr  vitli 
Gnat  Britain  io  consequence  of  them.  He  was 
at  a  loss  to  say  whether  snch  an  objection  were  a 
ffctfer  insait  to  the  character  of  that  nation  or  to 
die  anderstaBding  of  America.  At  the  utmost, 
die  pTOpositioDs  go  only  to  a  reciprocity.  They 
do  not  in  &et  go  so  far.  On  what  miaginable  pre- 
text, then,  can  Cheat  Britain  make  war  np<m  us  ? 
If  we  were  no  longer  C<^nies,  but  independent 
States,  we  surely  can  do  what  all  independent 
States  do — regulate  our  trade  as  may  suit  our  own 
interests;  and  Great  Britain  can  hare  the  least 
right  <rf  any  nation  to  complain  of  it,  because  it  is 
her  own  example  which  we  follow.  M"  war,  there- 
fore^ should  be  made  on  us,  it  would  only  j^rove  a 
fixed  {vedetenmnation  to  make  it;  and  m  that 
ease  pretexts  more  plaimUe  dian  any  commercial 
Kgulations  eonld  ouily  be  found  or  framed  for 
dieporpOBe. 

*rne  next  ground  on  which  be  examined  the 
subject  was  its  operaticm  among  the  several  parts 
ef  tne  Uni<m.  It  was  admitted,  and  regretted,  that 
the  imme^ate  benefits  and  burdens  would  not  be 
equally  distributed  among  all  the  States.  More 
than  a  due  share  of  the  former  would  flow  to  the 
Northern  division;  more  thm  a  due  share  of  the 
htter  would  fall  on  the  Southern.  This  was  un- 
troidably  produced  by  the  unequal  advances  made 
in  manufactures  and  naidgation ;  and  it  was  an 
inctrnTenience  that  had  necessarily  taken  place  in 
a  variety  of  other  instances.  It  would  be  lound, 
however,  on  a  &ir  attention  to  the  subject,  that 
I    the  inequality  would  be  less  thanatfint  »peared. 

With  lei^t  to  mannfiujtures,  the  Smithem 
I     States  were  at  least  equally  interested  in  encou- 
laging  and  distributing  a  competition  for  our  mar- 
ket, among  different  nations  (»  Europe,  instead  of 
be^tf  so  much  in  the  hands  of  a  single  one. 

The  duty  on  the  finer  articles  imported  would 
fidl  on  diose  most  able  to  bear  it;  and  would  be 
{wetty  equally  difiused  through  the  Union. 

The  duty  on  the  coarser  articles  would  be  saved 
in  proportion  to  the  progress  made  in  manufac- 
tures among  ourselves;  and  he  was  able  to  say, 
with  great  pleasure,  that  those  carried  on,  not  in 
paMie  foctories,  but  in  the  household  or  fiimily 
Way,  which  he  regarded  as  the  most  important 
way.  were  nearly,  if  not  quite,  as  far  advanced  in 
the  Southern  country  as  in  the  Middle  and  North- 
era.  Vii^^ia  was  proceeding  with  great  spirit  in 
this  Inaiuh  of  industry.  North  Ciwidina,  ne  im- 
derstood,  was  dmng  tlus  same ;  and  diere  was  no 
leaaon  why  the  more  Southern  States  would  not 
•Tail  themselTes  of  the  resource,  especiaUv  as  Aey 
o^ofed  superior  advantages  in  the  article  of  cot* 
tcm,  a  primary  material  for  the  business. 

The  exports  would  not  be  materially  affbcted, 
unless  Great  Britain  should,  contrary  to  all  proba- 
bility, renounce  the  benefits  of  the  trade  in  them, 
and  expose  her  West  India  Islands  to  die  danger 
of  ftmme;  and  in  that  case  the  inconveniences 
would  not  be  local,  but  general. 

Bven  in  the  article  of  tonnage,  the  inequality  at 
present,  though  considerate,  was  not  so  great  as 
ke  had  imagined,  before  he  examined  mo  real 


rtate  of  iL  It  appeared,  Iran  the  ofieial  rraorta 
lately  made  «i  that  subject,  that  the  States  South 
of  Pennsylvania  (i^ich  has  about  her  due  shue) 
have  vrithio  one-third  of  their  due  quota.  Cieorpa 
has  more  than  her  share;  South  Carolina  has 
nearly  her  share ;  North  Carolina  has  three-eiehtlu 
below  her  share ;  Vimnia  has  about  half  her  uiare^ 
Maryland  has morethan  hershare;  Delavrare  less 
than  her  share. 

This  computation  is  not,  perphaps,  very  accu- 
rate, because  it  is  founded  on  the  relative  popola. 
tion  of  the  States.  It  should  rather  have  rderence 
to  the  value  and  volume  of  the  produee  exported 
from  the  several  States;  but  as  several  of^them 
.  carry  on  their  trade  through  their  neighbors,  this 
rule  of  calculation  would,  la  fact,  be  more  uncer- 
tain than  Uie  other. 

Whatever  be  the  rule,  Vu^^inia,  he  remarked, 
was  the  State  that  appeared  most  deficient ;  her 
exports,  both  in  vahie  and  bulk,  being  in  full  pro- 
portion to  her  pop^tim,  and  her  tonnage  being 
more  short  of  tut  than  could  be  said  of  any  State. 
He  had  every  reason,  notwithstanding,  to  believe 
that  the  neat  body  of  the  people  of  Virginia  wouU 
cheerfully  concur  in  any  temporary  sacrifices  that 
miffht  be  necessary,  to  Tindicate  our  puUic  ri^ti 
and  our  commereial  interests. 

It  was  a  consideration  that  ought  to  have  great 
weight  with  the  Southern  States,  that  a  home 
market  for  their  naval  stores  would  be  extended 
by  every  measure  favoring  our  own  navigation ; 
and  that  they  must  soon  begin  themselves  to  turn 
to  effect  their  natural  advantages  for  ship-building. 
Having  the  materials  on  the  spot,  they  woviA  not 
be  long  in  imitating  their  Northern  Inethren. 
North  Cartdina  was  smgolarlf  fovored  in  this  nar- 
tienlar.  There  was  not  a  single  article  used  in 
the  various  component  parts  of  a  ship  which  she 
did  not  possess,  or  could  not  raise  within  herself. 

The  ca^city  of  the  United  States  to  provide, 
widi  celerity,  for  the  transportation  of  her  produce 
was  strongly  attested  by  what  they  had  effected 
before  die  Revolution.  In  the  marine  of  the 
British  Empire,  whilst  the  United  States  were 

Birt  of  it,  the  American-built  ^ps  were  to  the 
ritish-built,  as  twenty-three  to  forty.  New  B!ng- 
land  furnished  about  tnree-fifdis  of  the  former. 

In  two  points  of  view,  the  Southern  States  were 
peculiarly  interested  in  promoting  our  navigation: 

1.  As  they  are,  in  some  respects,  the  weaker 
part  of  the  Union,  and  have  most  wealth  exposed 
on  the  sea,  they  have  most  need  ot  that  protection 
which  remits  from  extoiriTe  marine  resources. 
The  existence  of  these  will  either  prevent  attack, 
or  can  readily  be  turned  into  the  means  of  repel- 
ling iL 

2.  As  they  have  so  mnch  valuable  and  bulky 
produce  to  carry  to  market,  it  is  their  mterest  to 
possess  a  conveyance  for  it,  that  they  may  be  as 
little  affected  as  possible  by  the  contingencies  and 
vrars  of  other  nations;  and  particularly  of  Great 
Britain,  a  nation  which  is  so  frequenuy  at  war| 
and  which  has  so  disproportionate  a  share  in  our 
carrying  trade.  This  subject,  he  said,  had  been 
ptaced  m  so  strikiiig  a  view  by  the  Efecretary  of 
State,  in  a  fimner  report  on  die  fisheries,  that  he 


mwrom  or  casexsm. 


Commerce  t^the  CMdfitoaM. 


Digitized  by 


fiSS 


duiaU  niy  on  the  patience  of  the  Committee  in 
nadlu  the  obserTBtions  and  caicoiations  to  wkich 
he  allnded.  He  here  read  the  foUowing  note  at 
^  end  of  that  report:  , 
"  That  the  atcouragenufU  of  out  canjioff  busi- 
ness is  interesting,  not  onty  to  the  carrying  States, 
tmt  in  a  high  iefne  tSiao  to  the  othns,  wiU  result 
'    from  the  lowing  hct»: 

Thit  whxAe  exports  <^  the  United  States  may  be 
stated  at    -        -        -  -»25,000,000 
Cfreat  Britain  eairies  two-fifths  of 

these  in  tbIw,  that  is  to  lay       -  10,000,000 
Ptright  and  insurance  on  this,  in 
times  of  peace,  are  about  tweaty- 
two  and  one^uOf  i>er  cent.  -         -  3)850,060 
The  same  charges  in  war  are  very 
Tarious,  according  to  the  circum- 
Btances  of  the  war.;  we  may  say, 
however,  fifty-five  per  cent        -  5,500,000 
The  difference  betweea  peaee  and 
war  freight  and  insurance,  then,  is 
ansmUy    -  3,250,000 
Taaed  on  our  ageiottltnie  by  British  wars,  dur- 
img  thur  ooDtinnnoe,  aad  «w  depwdenoe  on 
Bntbhnottoms. 

<>f  &e  last  one  hnndred  yean,  Gfaraat  Britain 
has  had  forty-two  years  of  war  and  fifty-eight  of 
peace,  wUeh  is  twee  of  war  to  every  four  of 
peaec,  neuiy,  as  shmrau  the  foUowiog  table: 
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.  In  every  term  of  seven  years,  then,  we  pay  three 
times  three  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  or  nine  million  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  wliich,  averaged  on  the 
years  of  peace  and  war,  are  annoaUy  and  con- 
stantly one  milium  three  hundred  and  ninety-two 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-eaven  more  than 
we  should,  if  we  could  raise  our  own  shipping,  to 
be  competent  to  the  carriage  of  all  our  prowtc- 
tions.  JBesides  this,  many  of  our  bulky  articles, 
not  bearing  a  war  freight,  cannot  be  exported  if 
axpued  to  that;  so  that  their  total  loss  is  to.be 
added  to  that  before  estimated." 

This  was  a  demonstration  of  the  interest  the 
United  States  had,  ^ticularly  the  Southern 
States^  in  obtaining  an  udependent  transportation 
for  their  cemmedities;  and  the  efiect  of  the  pre- 
sent war,  to  which  Britain  is  a  party,  in  deriving 


thcsB  the  ordinary  foreign  resource,  is  hringivg 
the  evidence  home  to  their  feelings  at  the  pteseM 
momcnL 

It  had  been  asked,  what  gtouod  there  was  for 
eoneludiag  that  Great  Britain  would  be  led,  by 
the  meastues  proposed,  to  change  her  policy 
wards  the  Uuted  States.   He  thought  we  had 
the  best  ground  for  relying  on  such  an  effect 

It  is  weU  known  thai,  when  she  apprehended 
such  measures  would  be  taken,  she  manifested  a 
readiness  to  admit  a  greater  reci[tfoci^  into  ih» 
commerce  between  the  two  countries.  A  bill  for 
the  purpose  was  brought  into  the  House  of  Com- 
mons by  the  present  Minister,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  would 
probably  have  passed  into  a  law,  if  hopes  had  not 

Srung  up  that  they  should  be  able  to  maintain 
eir  exclusive  system.  £nox,  an  under  Secreta- 
ry, appears,  from  a  collection  of  papers  published 
by  hun,  to  nave  been  the  chief  adviser  in  the  Ca- 
binet, as  Lord  Sheffield  was  the  great  champioB 
befcoe  dw  public  of  this  ezpemnent.  It  was 
ffflinded,  according  to  both  these  witnesses,  on  a 
belieC  1st,  that  Nova  Scotia  and  Canada  would 
soon  be  aUe  to  feed  the  West  Indies,  and  therdif 
make  them  independent  of  supplies  from  the  United 
States.  3d.  Tut  the  Oeneral  Govenunent  waa 
so  feeble  that  it  could  not  execute  a  plan  of  retali- 
ating restriotioD}  and^  3d.  That  local  interests 
and  prejudices  predominated  so  much  among  the 
States,  that  they  would  never  even  agree  in  mak- 
ing an  attempt 

It  is  now  thoroughly  understood  and  admitted 
by  the  most  biased  judges,  that  the  British  Conti- 
nental Colonies  caimot  supply  the  Islands;  that, 
as  well  as  the  Islands,  they  depend  frequently  for 
essential  supplies  on  ue  United  States.  This-cal- 
culation,  therefore,  has  failed  Oreat  Britain. 

The  next  has  been  completely  destroyed  by  the 
change  of  our  former  ftail  Confederacy  into  a  Go- 
vernment which  is  foimd  to  be  adequate  to  all  its 
national  objects.  This  hope  has,  therefore,  in  like 
manner  failed. 

The  only  remainiog  hope  that  can  induce  Great 
Britain  to  persevere  m  the  plan  of  conduct  she  has 
adopted  towards  the  United  States  lies  in  thesup- 
posed  difficulty  of  reconciling  their  different  inte- 
rests and  local  prejudices.  The  present  occa&ion 
will  decide  whether  this  hope,  also,  shall  be  with- 
drawn from  her;  or  whether  she  is  to  be  inspired 
with  fresh  confidence  in  pursuing  her  own  inte- 
rests, without  a  due  respect  either  lor  our  interests 
or  for  our  rights. 

He  could  not  but  view  the  present  as,  perha^ 
the  fiff^l  chance  of  combining  the-opinions  and  in- 
terests of  the  sevrad  quarters  of  the  Union  in 
some  pnqwr  and  adequate  plan.  If^  at  a  moment 
when  so  many  oocurrences  conspire  to  unite  the 

Sublic  councils,  when  the  pablic  mind  is  so  well 
isposed  to  second  all  equitable  «nd  peaceable 
means  of  doing  justice  to  our  country,  and  when 
our  commerce  is  so  critically  important  to  the  vi- 
tal resources  of  Great  Britain,  it  should  be  found 
that  nothing  can  be  done,  he  could  foresee  no  cir- 
cumstances under  which  success  was  to  be  ex- 
pected. To  reject  the  [wopositions.  therefore, 
whilst  nothing  setter  was  suostituteo,  must  cqiu 
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vef  dke  nost  nifliTonble  wapresaons  of  oar  n»> 
tliuial  character,  aad  riTet  the  fetters  oa  our  oem- 
meree,  as  well  as  prolong  oUier  catiaes  which  had 
produced  saeh  injariooB  coDseqaences  to  oar  coon- 
fry.  He  would  not  permit  him«elf  t«  appreh<^ 
thst  meh  would  be  the  event  of  the  deluteraticas 
of  die  CiHDmittee. 

When  Mr.  MAmsoH  had.eoncliiSed,  the  Oom- 
■Httee  leae,  and  had  leave  to  lit  agrab 


Wbpmbday,  January  15. 

A  petMoEk  (tf  ideatenant  GekiDcl  Tooaaid  wae 
jvsse&tcdto  the  Houeandrcad^praraff^atsneh 
aonin  of  moBer  mtef  be  paid  him,  m  ueu  of  the 
jpenaion  dwiog  life,  gianted  bj  &  resolation  of  the 
Me  Coagress,  as  may  be  deooaed  etinitaUe  and 

^'^S^tred,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Smidu.  Smith,  Mr.  TaATOHsa,  and  Mx. 
LBAnsKD ;  that  they  do  exuamc  the  matter  there- 
wff  and  report  the  same,  with  tbeir  opiniok  thorer 
apoa,  to  the  HooM. 

A  petitioB  of  Philip  Andebot  end  oth«TB,  clerhs 
in  the  War  Office,  was  peesemted  to  the  Houm 
and  read,  statiDg  tke  ineol&cieacy  of  the  sakiiee 
allowed  them  by  law,  and  praykw  that  the  same 
nmrbe  aagmented  and  rakwraa  more  adeqnate 
tauwii  aarncea. 

Ordered;  That  the  nid  petitifla-be.Te&Medrte 
Bir.  Maihsoii,  Mr.  Foam,  and  Bbi  Onm*; 
that  they  do  examine  the  jomttai  thetcof,  ani«e> 
poet  the  anme,  widi  Aeir  opinioD  dmrmqpo%.to 
the  Hvnefc 

A  mesnge  from  the  SMiaieiatforniedllwHoaee 
that  the  Senate  have  pasad  a  reaolstion  preyoBiiw 
tothe  sewal  States  the  foUowinf  ariaole  of  amcnf 
meat  id  the  Conatitmim  of  ^  United  States,  So 
wit :  ^  The  Judicial  power  of  theUnitBdStates  shaU 
"not  be  eeoatmed  to  extend  to  way  snit  inlaw  or 
*^eq«ter,  eommeneed  or  proBecuted  against  one  of 
"  dCe  United  States  hy  ettiaens  of  another  Smte. 
"or  by^  citiaos  or  sidnecta  of  any  fooreigiL Slater 
tn  winch  xesohrtioa  they  desice  the  canamraee 
<f  this  Honae,  in  the  mode  pnecribadhy  the  Ofm> 
ititacion  «f  the  United  8tateb 

The  said  reaokntion  was  road  the  isst  time. 

The  following  Message  was  received  ftom  tiK 
Prasionrr  or  thb  Umitsd  Staws  : 

QaUlemm  ttf  the  Senate,  aa4 

^tke  Bamm    JbyrmntetHwi  t 

]  Isgr  beftre  700*.  as  behig  connsetsd  wife  the  ete- 
leifMadsaoe  •faaw^  in  your  posassmn,  beMtssn  ths 
Seaetan' «f  State  and  tha  Minkter  PlsnipatSKtuuy  «f 
dw  French  R^mbtic,  ths  cokf  of  ft  letter  that  J& 
aiater,  of  die  SOdi  of  December,  1798  ;  and  a  <iam  of 
AswMeediofi  of  the  I^pslatme  of  the  State.fraaath 
OaKiCna>  ^ 

O.  VAflHlNOTOlf. 

I^nns  Btatis,  JimiHay  IS,  1794. 

The  Mud  Message  and  fprno  w«re  ra^  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  dm  table. 

lfB/-BoihHiioffv£tm.dn.cnmqdBeB  m^omtad 
lacxnmlne  the  La^  of  the  Uaitad  aiatas,  and 
npott  lathe.  BoneAneh  akianc  aapbai^ar  wiU 


exima  befbre  Ae  not  sesaon,  made  a  repMtt 
which  wns  read,  and  ordered  to  He  on  the  tule. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  rcfMat  of 
the  oommittae  on  the  petition  of  Bpbraia  Kaoa^ 
beriy,  which  was  made  on  the  18th  of  Fehmaiy 
last ;  and,  riie  same  being  read, 

Or^enAy  That  ^  said  report  be  refemd  to 
Mr.  Kllhouob,  Mr.  Oan.  and  Mr.  Shilib,  with 
iostroctions  ts  prapare  ana  fariog  in  a  bUl  ts  hUb 
pwcsaaat  thereto. 

COHHEBCK  OF  THE  UinTEI)  STATES, 
A  popontkm  hauumnda  to  go  into«  Cknnmitr 
tee  <n  the  Whirfc  OB  mir*  Mamook's  resohitiont^^ 
Mr.  AauB  wuited  to  have  the  punted  state  of 
the  negotiation  between  Gceat  &ilain  and 
Fedeial  GrOTeroment  respecting  a  Treaty  of  Comr 
meroe  j  and  Iftewise  a  i«pcr  from  ^  Beoietwy 
of  State,  vAiefa  the  House  had  ordered  to  be  get 
readr  and  be  printed  s«ne  days  ago.  He  wtshM 
gentlemen  net  to  be  in  a  hnrcy  m  deeidmg  on- a 
sttbjeet  of  saeh  prodiffioas  consequence  as  theae 

Sopos^ions.  He  wisoid  to  defea  -igsaa^  into  a 
ommittee  nntil  the  papers  conld  be  had. 
Mr.  MAStaoN  said,  that  it  was  sovewhMsmgib- 
lar  that  an  f^jectioB  should  be  made  to  the  gong 
into  a  (Committee  for  the  want  of  tbaea  Mpen. 
TUe  want  ought  to  havo  boon  talad  <a  Monday. 
As  to  the  idea  of  a  friendly  di^ontin  ok  Aaptlt 
ofBritafaiWantwingintQaKantyof  CeininiwwWj 
he  wnaefwviaced  Dint  Siitnin  had  no  diapnailini 
thntwur.  This  bo  infimed.  from  soom  psimpa 
in  the  &^>ee^  of  the  Paaeinnrr,  which  war*,  Jtf 
hw  dceiMyrend  by  the  Cleric  He-trosted  that  the 
Honee  wnU  not  JMUtate  in  rosoMng.  itself  •aim 
a  QMuntnee  of  the.  Whole  immediately  in  order 
to  diacms  the  pRopositioas. 

Mr.  Abseo  thawht  it  reqniutc  to  have  tim  pft- 
Bus  kid  before  bbe  Committee  vhicfc  had  bMB 
divcct^  to  be  priniod.  lis.  said  thnre  newr  had 
been  an  instance  of  any  aubiieet  of  ^  kind  bang 
pnthed  ferwand  -  as  the  present.  Bodi  was.  xhe 
-raatanas.and  ceaft|)I«iit]r  of  the«*idonee,  and  aaw 

CIS  of -it  weaeeo  obscure,  that  it  was  MnpoivUB 
theHmsa  t»  have  yetfinwd  leiettrftfercnf 
bsaaihg  a  weU4bnnded  aoinhm.  The  gwitWaMi 
who  anokeiaat  bad-said  thai  tht  {ttpera-enlled  fer 
conld  ba  rf  no  nansegnaeca  inrilaiiiiiinhig!  tha-meO" 
Intions.  This  ssaailiiliiiwin  in.i<Bttf  a  wy  pnapar 
rensoM  for  panting  tb>pafeieytbatriia  giiiilii  inan, 
by  haring  an  BMortnaatf  of  reading  thaas  might 
be  oenriMed  of  iheit  in^ortanee.  Me.  A.  said 
that  be  beticmd  thoeewBaan.amie«Uc  dMpoeitian 
on  tbn  part  tS  Britain^  He  gsoandad  his  aaim 
tion  en  an.  aduauwfailBn— it  that  had  been  made 
some  timeago  by  onetf  lb* British  Minialefs,in 
Parikment,  who  said,  that  he  enpooted  seen  tp 
lay  bitfbre  that  Hottse  a  Ceounereiftl  Tiaaty  bo- 
twict  Bngland  and  America.  The  gentleman 
had  said  that  wa  should  fennd  oat  meaanras  an 
the  dispositions  of  the  several  Ptnvtrs  of  Enay 
towanis  as.  That  WSM  fight.  Bat  it  wae  TCtaoi- 
site  to  be  iaibiarad  of  thoae  dispowtinna  befcaa 
fteming  tbaae  i«aata|teia. 
The  Honaa  then  innt  ibId  Commtttee. 
MiwFoahan«vnfttt  fclug  \im\\ ahmiTniythit, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


9m 


JB.DPJI.] 


so  otker  penon  appeared  disposed  to  rise  on 
the  oeeasion,  althougn lie  felt  himself  unequal  to 
doing  that  justice  to  the  subjectwbKh  loaDyothers 
were,  yet  he  considered  it  his  duty  to  offer  a  few 
MBMriu  which  had  occurred  to  hira  in  the  course 
of  the  debate. 

la  all  onr  disenasifnis  ot  cwnaercial  a&irs,  the 
priaeqial  point  to  he  kept  in  riew  was  the  piomo- 
tion  m  the  esswtial  and  permanent  interests  of 
our  eoontry)  keeping  in  mind  this  maxim  (as  true 
an  respect  to  nations  as  indiriduals,)  that  there  is 
no  fhendship  in  trade.  He  then  entered  into  a 
twksideratton  of  our  commercial  connexion  with 
^jhreat  Britain,  and  observed,  that  we  should  aroid 
lettii^  oar  former  prejudices,  or  these  arising  from 
leeent  transactions,  influence  our  judgments.  We 
should  not  r^fard  the  favoring  of  the  French  or 
British  natim,  but  study  to  do  that  which  woold 
•ad  to  the  promotion  of  our  own  commerce  and 
&e  interest  of  our  own  navigation.  In  this  pur- 
nit,  we  most  keep  in  Ti£w  our  relative  situation 
whh  Eon^ean  natioiw,  particnlaily  those  of 
Fnoeeaiid  Great  Britain,  and  more  partieiilariy 
the  latter,  with  whimi  the  proposed  restdutions 
eontemplate  a  change.  Of  all  possible  times,  (said 
he,)  I  believe  this  the  most  improper  td  try  the 
ezpnriment. 

If  the  British  Gkmrnmoit  hare  been  inslra- 
taMDtal  in  letting  the  Algerinee  loose  upon  ns;  if 
tfaeir  privateers  commit  acts  of  piracy  npon  onr 
•eatfal  flag,  let  it  at  least,  in  the  first  instance,  be 
made  matter  of  negotiataon.  Neutral  nations  must 
vofier  some  incoaremence ;  and  it  will  be  much 
better  p<^cy  to  eome  forward  at  once  and  say  we 
are  at  war.  We  will  not  sabnit  to  rexatious  in- 
ndts,  when  they  are  too  much  to  suffer,  rather 
than  make  this  commercial  warfare,  by  which  it 
ii  impossible)  in  the  eoorae  of  hoaan  events^  but 
Am  we  mast  be  nveh  the  greatest  nifferers ;  and 
haw  hnmiUating  wotdd  it  be,  after  trial,  even  to 
ptopose  to  make  it  a  drawn  battle  I 

Ch  Ms  examine  the  subject.  Of  the  wh(^  fidr 
tnde  of  Ctreat  Briuin,  taking  dnir  imprats  and 
•xpom  into  view,  their  tnde  with  the  United 
States  will  be  fotud  to  be  one-eixth,  or  diereaboats. 
Take  ihc  imports  and  exports  tri*  the  United  States, 
wd  yon  will  find  that  full  one-half  the  value  of 
onr  whole  trade  is  with  Great  Britain  and  her  de- 
wndeneiet.  Who  wiU  suffer  most?  She,  by  the 
Memiptiett  of  one^th,  widi  the  means  et  get- 
ting most  of  the  articles  we  siwply,  on  as  good 
terms,  fnm  otker  nations,  with  great  interul 
•evrees  of  revenne,  and  a  people  used  to  beer  any 
tnes  asked  of  them }  or  we,  with  an  mterraption 
of  oae^ialf  ear  trade  aad  eonimeree,  not  so  weU , 
off  with  respect  tohitecnal  resources,  and  the  eom- 
plaints  of  cm  eitizens,  not  aeeastomed  to  hMtf 
taxation?  Let  those  who  rely  upon  the  effi»t  it 
trill  have  on  the  Ettriirik  nuBofrotaiers  aad  arti- 
lans,  look  faaek  to  1173  and  1774^  and  recotiect  the 
affiset  it  then  had. 

Bat  there  is  one  etrcmn^aaee  that  should  have 
weight  with  every  mind.  It  will  be  found  that 
three-foimhs  of  all  the  impost  rewane  of  this 
eoontry  is  derived  from  onr  eoiOmeree  with  tbe 
British.  StaaU  we  hnurd  an  estiie  tea  of  diis 
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revenue?  And  if  lost  or  ^iMtly  interrupted, 
from  whmce  shill  we  supply  its  dettoiency,  wilb- 
ont,  at  least,  in  their  minotl,  oi^nessing  the  peofiie 
of thiseonatry?  I  aanotastoekfaolderor afaank- 
Indder.  I  am  too  poor  to'be  eitber,  and  therefore 
ean  have  no  separate  interest  in  view,  and,  where 
I  am  known,  I  shall  not  be  charged  with  partiali- 
ly  to  Great  Britain ;  but  I  h^  I  am  fne  htm 
such  unwarrantable  pngudices  as  to  lead  me  iaim 
measures  to  the  tnjory  of  my  country. 

I  lay  it  down  as  a  principle  not  to  be  contro- 
verted, that  our  intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  in 
a  commercial  point,  (I  mean,  potting  tbe  mode  of 
carria^  out  of  account,  and  confining  it  to  the  int- 
portation  and  exportation,  and  Testrictions  and 
tiounties  thereon,}  is  as  &vorahle  aa  we  can  ex- 
pect, and,  taken  in  the  a^regate,  full  as  &vorahle 
as  with  France,  their  Navigation  Act  excepted. 

With  respect  to  naTi^tion,  1  have  long  thought 
it  ought  n<tt  to  be  submitted  to  i  but  are  we  to  ex- 
pect, at  a  moment  like  this,  acting  (as  they  wil 
certainly  believe  we  shall)  imder  the  impure  of 
resentment,  they  will  waive  an  atom  of  diar  Na- 
▼igation  Act  to  the  result  of  onr  res<rfations?  It 
is  vain.  Let  us  not  hazard  that  which  is  colain, 
which  the  safeguard  of  experience  has  proved,  ftr 
that  we  know  not  of. 

It  has  been  mentioned  as  a  grievance  that  onr 
produce  is  sent  to  France,  Holuisd,  Spain,  Porto- 
gal,  Ac,  and  that  onr  imports  ar&^in  a  great  de- 
gree, confined  to  Great  Britain.  Our  merchants 
must  pay  their  debts,  and  surely  it  is  for  their  in- 
terest to  atHl  their  articles  for  the  highest  priee 
they  will  bring,  and  purchase  where  they  can  ob- 
tain cheapest.  Our  produce  is  sent  to  those  eoon- 
tries  to  pay  our  debts  in  Great  Britain. 

There  hta  been  nothing  to  lead  me  to  a  jndjh 
ment  how  the  blanks  are  to  be  Ailed.  If,  wk 
soeh  hi^  (faitiei  as  to  prohibit  the  articles  ovr 
chief  source  of  revcnne  will  be  wiped  ofl^  ana  the 
eonseqoeBeti  may,  nay,  most  be,  direct  taxatiOL 
If  low,  it  wiU  <mly  eathfltit,  witunit  gratUyioff,  a 
resentment,  and  the  constmiBn  at  these  artides, 
the  yeomanry  of  this  country,  will  have  to  pay 
the  tax.  If  It  is  said  that  it  is  intended  to  en- 
courage our  own  foetories,  let  us  sdect  thoM 
which  we  ean  manofcwtore,  and  ky  pn^ibitory 
duties  on  the  foreign  articles. 

Mr.  F.  reprobatM  the  idea  of  suffering  parrid 
or  merely  political  motives  to  influence  in  the  dts- 
cQssion  of  the  subject.  Commercial  subjects  ought 
to  be  considered  in  an  independent  point  of  view. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Committee  wo«ld 
endeavor  to  divest  themselves  of  every  incideittal 
fmpressiffli,  originating  in  impulses  from  piartietf- 
lar  events,  and  contemidMe  the  question  simply 
Ob  its  own  merits. 

Mr.  FiTzsiHOifS  de'elared  that,  in  the  course  of 
this  dtsenssiott,  he  had  not  heard  one  single  argu- 
ment advanced  which,  admitting  the  premises  to 
be  true,  could  persuade  him  to  give  his  consent  to 
the  first  of  the  reoolntions.  it.  was  possible  that 
he  might  agree  to  some  d  those  that  fdlowed. 
He  was  penectly  eonvinced  that  a  judiaons  sys- 
tem of  regulation?  woold  be  of  iafiute  adratitage 
to  the  BdhritiiM  iaietait  of  Aaenea.  He  was  of 
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o^uHi  that  the  first  resolotlon  was  by  far  too  in- 
definite. The  sabstance  of  the  whole  arguments 
adraneed  on  both  sides  tended  only  to  estabtish  a 
fiut,  which  was  already  perfectly  well  known, 
that  the  Governments  of 'Burope  act,  in  regard  to 
the  commerce  of  the  United  states,  jnst  as  they 
think  pK^F.  The  lesson  was  a  very  good  one, 
andt  he  tmsted  that,  with  a  proper  attention  to 
temporary  circumstances,  this  eotmtry  would  im- 
fwore  by  it 

BCr.  BunsoH  nguded  the  objection  of  the  gen- 
UBmamwntirdyfrf'anewUna.  Hehadrerased 
luB  conaAt  to  the  fint  of  die  resoliitiMu^  beeauw 
It  was  indefioite.  But  the  proposition  laid  before 
the  House  a  few  days  ago  with  respect  to  the  Al- 

Serinea  were  fully  as  indefinite,  and  yet  the  gen- 
onan  who  spoke  last  had  recommended  them. 
The  order  of  proceedings  in  the  present  queation 
is  perfectly  candid  md  regular,  consmunt  to  the 
practice  of  the  House  and  the  practice  of  the  gen- 
ueman  himself. 

Mr.  S.  Smitb.  after  a  few  introductory  observa- 
tions, said,  the  object  of  the  resolution  is,  to  lay  an 
extra  duty  on  eoods  from  Powers  not  in  treaty 
with  the  United  States.  These  duties  will  operate 
as  a  bounty,  say,  for  calculation,  of  five  per  cent.,  in 
faror  of  those  Powers  with  whom  we  have  a  treaty 
of  eozomerce }  for  experience  has  shown  that  those 
aations  cannot  supply  us  on  terms  so  fitTorable  as 
Am  with  whom  no  treaty  oists.  It  is  a  subject, 
then,  (tf  fiur  inquiry,  what  adnntages  we  enjoy 
from  those  nations  we  are  in  treaty  with,  to  in- 
feee  us  to  giant  them  such  bounty ;  and  what 
are  the  disadrantages  which  result  frtnn  those 
treaties? 

The  United  States  hare  a  commercial  treaty 
with  Fiance,  Holland,  Prussia,  and  Sweden. 
What  are  the  commercial  advantages?  The  ad- 
TBstaffes  in  the  treaties  most  useful  to  us  are,  that 
free  ships  make  free  goods ;  and  this  b  to  be  re- 
ciprocaL  We  have  seen  that  this  stipulation  has 
heen  violated  whenever  the  necessity  of  the  case, 
in  their  opinion,  made  it  useful  to  France.  The 
disadvantages  of  those  treaties  are,  their  prizes 
coming  into  our  ports,  and  their  armed  vesseb 
cruising  on  our  coasts.  It  appears,  then,  that  we 
har«  no  advantages  given  us  hy  those  treaties  suf- 
ie^t  to  indiice  us  to  lay  a  tax  of  five  per  cent 
OB  •17^000,000  of  importations,  from  Powers  not 
im  treaty  with  as,  say  $860^000  per  annum,  to  act 
aa  •  boancy  en  the  manulaetures  of  the  naocms  in 
tiwty- 

It  then  becomes  a  mbiect  of  inquiry,  what  in- 
juries have  we  receiTed  fmn  the  Powers  with 
whom  we  have  no  commercial  treaty,  that  should 
induce  us  to  tax  ourselves  $850,000  per  annum  to 
retaliate  on  them  1  These  Powers  are  Spain,  Por- 
tngnl,  Demmark,  Rtissia,  Hambu^,  Bremen,  and 
the  other  Hanse  Towns,  and  Great  Britain. 

Spain  has  laid  a  heavy  duty  on  our  flour,  to  en- 
ooorage  her  own ;  but  not  more  than  on  that  of 
other  nations.  She  has  also  tmdertaken,  in  alli- 
•nee  -«ridi  Qcent  ftteun,  to  [wevent  our  taking  our 
produce  to  Fnaee^  contiary  to  the  custom  in 
termer  wmrs.  It  is  tvoe^  the  nme  two  Powers 
atleapted  the  snbe  thing  onaibimer  oeeasifltt. 


Spain  has,  by  a  late  edict,  granted  to  nations  ia 
treaty  of  commerce,  license  to  trade  in  Louisiana, 
Florida^  &c^  &c^  which  immcdiatdy  exdndesus, 
and  this  may  be  of  serious  consequence.  The 
Bnglish  will  introduce  a  good  market  for  tobacco 
there ;  perhaps  they  may  think  it  their  interest  to 
reduce  the  duty  on  that  articles  now  Ss.  6d.  per 
pound,  to  the  same  with  ours,  which  is  Is.  3d.;  ot, 
if  we  pass  these  resolutions,  make  ours  3s.  6d.,  and 
theirs  Is.  3d.  But  Spain  takes  almost  all  their 
fl<mr,  a  great  quantity  <tf  wheat,  c<Hn,  and  Ituinbei; 
beef,  pork,  fish,  rice,  &c.,  iropa  us,  and  is  our 
very  best  customer.  She  supidies  us  with  ddlar^ 
Inndy,  wine,  fruits,  salt,  and  silk  goods,  on  Air 
terms.  Elome  of  these  are  articks  which  cannot 
be  procured  from  the  Powers  in  treaty,  and  oi^ht 
we  to  ofliend  her,  to  gratify  our  resentnient  against 
Eu[Iand1 

^  Portugal  refuses,  since  our  Revolution,  to  take 
our  flour.  In  every  other  respect  she  is  among 
our  best  friends.  Shereceivesourwheat,com,lum- 
ber,  and  many  other  articles;  her  late  conduct  calls 
for  our  sincerest  gratitude.  She  supplies  as  widi 
wine,  salt,s(Hne  ]l£ast  India  goods,  lemons,  &e.,  &c. 
Why  should  we  declare  commercial  war  against 
such  a  friend? 

The  immediate  relations  with  Denmark  are  in- 
creasing daily,  and  on  ftir  terms.  In  her  islands, 
we  hare  the  feirest  intercourse.  Our  flour,  meaL 
cwB,  lumber,  berf,  heel,  pork,  and  fidb,  are  recorca 
there  in  ow  own  bottoms,  and  we  bring  from  dieiieo 
all  their  produce.  Their  cbitdren  are  educMad 
among  us,  form  friendships,  and  matrimtHual  ctm- 
nexions.  Why  should  we  declare  a  commercial 
war  against  a  Power  so  friendly? 

Russia  afibrds  us  iron,  hoap^  sail-duck,  sheet- 
ings, and  some  other  articles ;  admits  us  into  her 
ports  on  fair  terms,  and  leaves  to  us  the  wh<^ 
carrying  trade  between  the  two  countries.  What 
cause  have  we  to  tax  her  commodities  ?  She  has 
done  nothing  to  offend  us,  seems  well  disposed, 
and  many  of  her  articles  can  be  had  nowhere  else; 
and  it  ought  to  be  considered,  she  can  su^nrf  the 
armed  neutralitv. 

Hamburg  ana  Bremen  receiTe  our  vessels  wiA 
eTeryposfflMem«&  of  friendship;  they  take  great 
quanties  tobaeo<v  riee,deer^nB,  fan,  end  a  sm^ 
plus  of  our  imports  frrai  the  West  Indies ;  diey 
aapglj  us  with  glass,  German  osnaburgs,  and  o^er 
German  linens,  oa  much  better  terms  tlMu  any 
other  country.  Wlut  injury  have  those  Repub- 
lics d(ne  us,  that  we  should  uirow  their  trade  into 
the  lap  of  Holland,  where  we  generally  pay  five 
to  ten  per  cent,  more  then  we  pay  in  those  ports? 

I  come  now  (said  Mr.  S.)  to  the  {freat  stum- 
bling block,  Cheat  Britain,  against  whom  these 
resolutions  point,  and  whose  political  conduct  has 
been  the  fruitful  tojHC  of  so  much  deolamatioB. 
He  concurred  in  opinion  with  those  who  had  se- 
verely reprobated  the  conduct  of  their  {nratieal 
privateers  towards  our  navigation ;  hut  are  these 
good  reasons,  sud  he,  why  we  should  commence 
a  commercial  war  with  more  dian  me  half  Ae 
European  natirais,  ot  evoi  with  her,  unlcse-  we 
riiaU  find  it  greatly  to  our  interest?  Alterations 
of  ffommwff'*'  sysiame  nqnite  time  and  nneh 
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4eUoacr  is  We  do  not  at  preaent  kunr 

what  will  bs  the  resolt  of  proper  renuuutnncet 
agUBSt  the  usuries  we  have  altered.  Baa  Great 
miuin  laid  teitrictions  on  our  c<wmerce 
vUeh,  «e  not  aunilar  to  these  she  Irjf*  on  other 
ioni{^  aatioiu  ?  I  beUere  not.  Here  we  any  ad- 
TCBtai^es  in  her  pwts  oTer  other  f<M-eifB«B?  I 
believe  we  here.  Oorcitiaeof  go  there,  eommeBce 
ukl  pursue  trade,  without  being  subjectto  the  alien 
^aty,  Fftid  by  othw  foreigners.  Our  tobacco  pays 
Is.  3a.  per  lb.  duty,  wh»  all  other  pays  3b.  6d.  per 
ilk  Our  pot  and  peacl  ashes  arc  iree:  others  pay 
Si.  per  cwt,  which  is  equal  to  the  freight.  Our 
wral  stores  pay  less  duty  than  others  pay,  whieb, 
aetiog  as  a  bounty  to  us,  enables  us  to  send  these 
btilky  afticles  to  saeh  a  distance.  Some  ef  our 
weod  is  in  the  same:  8itnati<w.  The  ezportatiflB 
oi  our  lumber  on  these  advantageous  terw,  ia  pai^ 
Iknlaily  benefieial  to,  and  pvoinotiTa  <tf  our  Mip- 
HUC.  A  cargo  of  loxnber,  which  coits  nai  ounce 
tkun  400  or  oOO  pouikds,  weald  sell  fbr  18  or  1400. 
MM'  8>  obfietTcd,  that  he  peeaumed  no  we  would 
tui  him  with  being  praudiced  in  faror  of  Greet 
Bfitaia;  he  iiad  snSeied  oy  them  sererely;  he  had 
ftinght  agunst  their  asurnuions ;  and,  should  his 
duty  callnim,  he  trusted  he  should  not  hesitate  to 
do  so  again,  h  is  net  what  Britain  may  auffer  bv 
the  system  proposed,  but  the  disadvantage  whies 
will  be  the  consequaiee  to  the  United  States,  that 
Might  to  be  talten  into  considemtian.  Our  duty 
ia  not  to  uiore  ethen^  but  to  protect  one  own  »■ 
terest. 

Mr.  8.  then  inquired,  what  have  we  done  to 
beniefiteurownoamnuee?  In  the  first  Congress, 
a  duty  of  fifty  cent*  on  foreign  tonnage,  a^  exu 
MBis  Oft  our  own,  gKve  aa  adventagetn  fiwty-ibur 
emta  in  our  fitrnvj  and  put  us  more  than  on  a 
Awtiag  with  the  extra  lif^tr-mooey,  of  is.  9d.  stei- 
lingraton,  on  om  veaac^charaed  mall  their  ports, 
flKcept  Xjondoa.  We  also  laid  a  duty  one-tenth 
.extra  OR  goods  by  foreign  vessels.  What  has  be^ 
iueoneequeace?  Ageptlemanfrom  Vimniestatad 
tjMtt,in  Great  Britain  passed  their  Navigaiiott 
Act,  when  the  foreign  trade  >ras  one-fourth  of  the 
nkfhi  in  1770^  it  was  lessened  to  MMXth. 
What  is  the  cpnseipieiMe  of  our  law?  The  fo- 
rdga  tonnage  in  1770,  was  nearly  oiie-third  of  the 
whole.  In  1702,  the  foreign  twtnage  was  reduced 
Ready  te  tme-foarth,  oc  as  S44  to  5^  This  bei^ 
the  ease,  we  have,  oy  our  existing  laws  and  in- 
dustrit,  deoreaaed  the  proportion  of  the  foreign 
toniMge  oBfreixih.  Thos  haa  oar  existing  laws 
dene  Rewly  as  m«eh  in  two  years  forns,  as  the 
navigatioB  laws  of  Great  Britain  did  for  them  in 
forty  years.  Under  the  «"f"t'F'g  state  of  things, 
Mr.  S»  said,  he  could  not  see  the  pcdicr  <^  pushing; 
r^pilatioas  to  aceelerate  a  iRflgrcas  aueady  with- 
.  eat  exampk.  The  same  gentleman  said,  that  the 
manufactures  ef  Great  Britain  amouitf  to  fifty-oae 
milUcras.  and  that  the  proportion  to  Amerfea  is 
two  millkwB--saT  four  per  cent  of  the  exports  of 
that  eountry.  Will  she  give  up  her  NavijpitiiHi. 
Act  for  the  profits  of  four  percent,  on  her  exports? 
Can  it  be  expected  that  she  will  deviate  urem  a 
system  which  more  than  one  hundred  ytari  expe- 
uence  hftscoofirKed  the  utility  of? 


iBL  Briiidi  ibtos  m,  to 
bar  ports,  44  mria  ivtf  at 
traufa  mMeaaRbMroifa 
diipap^.  % 


With  respect  to  France,  Mr.  Sjritv  aeknow* 
Icdged,  in  wann  terma^  the  oUigati<aB'  this  eon*- 
try  was  under  to  that,  for  the  services  rendered 
dufiog  the  war.  France,  said  he,  will  be  a  Re* 
public,  and,  as  repuhlicana,  they  will  treat  with  w 
on  foir,  liberal,  and  reci|»Qcal  terms. 

Mr.  S.  conehided  by  reading  the  foUowiag  torn* 
parative  sialemat: 
xnun. 

1st  Anuricaa  Aips  pay 
iw  more  chi^ofttmBsgetn 
bar  ports  than  her  own  psy; 
bntth^pay  is.  9d.  staffing, 
or  89  cants  srtia  farlMits, 
coeept  in  the  port  of  Len> 
doMt  where  sH  pagr  aHu. 

Sd,  Thesh^^Ama» 
ea  ss^y  fies^  to  Gseal  B»v 
tarn  diB  psednos  of  die  Uiu- 
tsd  Statsi^  (where  her  own 
shipa  an  permitted,)  and 

Sy  tbe  tame  dutj  thereon 
it  >■  paid  by  the  ships  of 
Great  Britain. 

3d.  All  trade  in  American 
ships  to  the  British  West 
InmasiispridulMted,  except 
in  thnea  (aocli  as  the  pie- 
sent)  ef  war  snd  partfawlar 


4A.  The  trade  to  AeBii. 
tish  Eaat  bdiss  is  ftee  ftv 
Americans;  they  enter  snd 
aaU  freety  Ihen^  weUlhair 
oaiBoea  as  4ups,  when  even 
B^ub  ships  are  pohibited* 

fiUi.  AmericsKL  shipping 
can  cany  no  fate^ga  article 
to  Great  Britain^  nor  mj 
thing  except  her  owp  pro- 
duce; they  cannot  carry  any 
of  her  manufkrturea,  except 
pot  snd  peari  ashes,  pig  and 
bar  iKnif  wfaidi  attisss  are 
ftee  ftoU  dn^. 


6lh.  Oaeal  Bittafai  admits 
ftoa  Amarire,  fees  (rfdet^^ 
[dank,  pot  and  peari  ashes, 
bar  and  ptg  mm,  whan  she 
cbargas  SB  the  same 
srtides  frsm  other  mtiwub 
equal,  in  soma  jnrtacaa,  te 
a  foil  freight;  which  enddaa 
Amenca  to  tnnqwrt  aech 
bulky  articles  on  equal 
terms :  she  charges  Is.  3d. 
per  lb.  on  American  toba^ 
CO,  and  3s.  Od.  on  all  other. 


Sd.  AO  goods  iwportad 
in  BntUiihips  to  tha  Ual^ 
ed  States,  p»10pareent. 
addition  on  me  dutiiM  paid 
when  imported  in  her  own 
ships;  which  amount  al- 
most to  (he  whole  frei^tov 
an  assorted  cargo  of  BritiA 
mauu&ctnres. 

3d.  America  has  no  Co- 
lonies, she  anppliestfasB]^ 
tish  Wart  In&  btanda  wift 
4,S00  bamb  of  fkrar  per 
annum.  MiaBwerfakWB 
advantage,  becanss  thay 
wiU  not  1st  US  emplajr  It 
brigs  tocHfy  itt 

4A.  AMocahaanefiaat 
Indian  settkwBth 


5th.  British  ships  areiw- 
mittedto  bring  goods  of  ev- 
eiy  country  to  the  United 
States;  but  then  the?  are 
■nbject,  too,  to  an  addiuonsl 
duty  of  ten  per  cent  on  &a 
duty  paid  on  goods  unyyt-t 
ed  tn  OUT  own  dupa,  niaJi 
in  afanoataO  cases  amenk 
teapraUMliiNi  ;heroepMr, 
tin,  lead,  and  some  emar 
groaa  ai<klea,  paf  no  ^lyw 

Mk  Amtfiaa  Bdmila  ne- 
thaag  free  ofda^fism  Oieat 
Britain,  that  is  not  efH% 
fraeftan  ettetfaer  osnnttias. 


Mr.  FuwLET  next  rose.  Hei  sag^ested  a  difi- 
denee  in- rising  OB  the  .a«b)eat«aR  it  re^uieeda 
knowledge  of  eireumstanees  ana  facta  which  sel- 
.dan  eame  vader  his  .ewdflnfionj  faiM,  hannc 
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exvnined  the  case  vith  safficient  attention  to  de- 
tmurae  his  Tote,  as  no  member  claimed  die  floor, 
be  would  offer  some  of  those  reaaoiu  which  were 
conTincine  to  himsdf.  ^ 

He  took  notice  of  the  member  last  up,  who 
asserted  that'  the  additional  ^ties  proposed  were 
not  intended  for  protecting  manufactures,  nor  as 
additimial  rerenues,  but  as  oounties  to  the  nations 
with  which  we  have  commercial  treaties;  that 
no  other  aatitm  could  furnish  us  with  sufficiency 
of  goods;  and  who  Uien  uikei  in  iriixt  manner 
vc  wiU  nise  our  rerennes?  To  which  he  an- 
swered, that  the  politieal  intentkm  cf  Uie  rescdu- 
tioa  was  to  secure  our  independence  as  a  commei- 
eia)  nation,  and  to  make  it  ike  interest  of  certain 
Btm^Man  nations  to  enter  into  commercud  trea- 
ties with  us;  they  hare  refused  to  treat,  because 
thej  enjoy  more  advantages  without  treaties  than 
they  cmuid  expect  any  treaties  could  secure  to 
thrao.  He  alleged  it  was  not  properly  a  commer- 
cial war,  or  a  principle  of  revenge  or  retaliation, 
that  was  intended  by  the  resolutions.  Revenge 
far  sojpposed  insults  offered  to  the  Crown,  may  be 
the  imnciple  of  the  duelling  wars  undertaken  by 
Bnrtmean  despots,  but  su^h  princi^es  are  ioad- 
missiUe  in  Republican  politics.  The  design  of 
the  proposed  measure  is  to  procure  a  reciprocity 
at  advantages  in  commerce  without  war;  it  is 
catettlatad  to  proeore  justice,  to  secure  the  practi- 
cal  eaj<^rment  of  that  independency  which,  though 
we  have  esttMished,  after  on  arduous  contest,  we 
hare  not  reaped  the  advantages  which  ou^t  to 
har^resulted  from  it,  nor  put  oursdves  in  a  capa- 
city f  o  protect  it.  The  fint  attempt  to  revise  the 
CdnfederatioD  was  erpesAy  within  the  design  of 
vesting  Congress  with  sufficient  powers  for  ren- 
dering our  commerce  more  independent.  When 
^e  reviuon  of  the  Government  did  take  place,, 
this  was  a  prinoipid  object,  both  in  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  powers  and  regulating  the  forms  of 
the  Govemntent  The^eentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Madisok]  has  ex^ained  the  reasons  why 
sncb  measures  were  not  more  early  adopted,  and 
has  properly  soj^fested  that  those  reasons  no  longer 
exist. 

The  proposed  restrietions  are  neeessarr  ti>  raise 
a  competitum  in  European  maik^  and  gave  an 
Mtion  to  our  merchants  in  different  natimis. 
Thou^  the  assortment  tot  stnne  time  might  not 
be  so  general  in  other  eoontries  as  Britain,  yet 
eertaimy  much  vt  the  necessary  supplies,  such  as 
}saai8  mod  wotdlens^  have  been  got  on  as  good 
terms  in  France  as  in  England,  and  have  been  in 
quantity  more  than  equal  to  the  demand.  But, 
depending  on  one  nation  for  our  whole  sup^es, 
sabjects  us  too  much  to  the  caprice  and  the  fate 
of  that  nation.  Supposing  that  nation  to  be  at 
war  with  ourselves  or  our  lulies,  we  must  be  much 
embarrassed  in  our  supplies,  and  will  find  it  difficult 
to  find  goods  from  nations  who  had  not  provided 
for  our  demands.  Supposing  a  state  <^  bankroptcy 
or  insurrection  to  take  place  in  the  nation  on 
w^ieh  we  depend  for  supidies,  we  will  share  in 
Ihm  Stresses.  The  gentleman  iirom  South  Car 
K^ina  [Mr.  Smith]  and  others  conadered  the 
cvedit  to  -wbieh  our  mBnUmsOt  are  admitted  iu 
SdCoH^fl 


[H.orR. 


Britain  as  more  than  equivalent  to  the  restrictions 
we  are  subjected  to  by  that  nation.  It  is  urged 
that  the  extensive  use  we  are  admitted  to  make 
of  British  capital  ought  to  have  great  weight  in 
oar  estimates  of  the  comparative  advantage  of  oui 
commerce  with  Britain.  Mr.  F.  b^ged  leave 
totally  to  differ  with  those  gentlemen  m  opinion ; 
he  considered  the  extensive  use  made  by  our  mer' 
chuits  of  British  credit  as  a  verv  great  political 
evil;  it  promoted  an  unfavorable  balance  of  trade, 
and  euaimes  our  merchants  to  import  goods  in 
grarter  abundance  than  we  need;  consequently, 
our  indtistry,  especially  in  domestic  manu&ctures, 
is  discouraged,  and  luxury  is  promoted.  It  is  an 
old  observation,  that  the  borrower  is  a  servant  to 
the  leader.  Tne  consequence  of  the  British  credit 
so  much  boasted  of  is,  that  our  merchants  we 
many  millions  in  debt  to  the  manufacturers  or  mer- 
chants of  Britain ;  our  storekeepers  are  in  propor- 
tion indebted  to  the  merchant,  and  country  people 
are  in  debt  to  the  storekeepers  for  such  manufac- 
tures as  they  could  have  lived  well  without,  and 
which  many  of  them  were  not  able  to  pay  for. 
Thus  credit,  while  it  enriches  a  few  indiviauals, 
occasions  a  ruinous  system  of  debts  and  bankrupt- 
cies to  )>ervade  our  country,  from  the  cities  to  tne 
most  remote  boundaries.  But  a  greater  evil  pre- 
sents itself  to  our  cwsideration.  This  credit  ^o- 
motes  a  system  of  British  influence  dangennis  to 
our  poliucal  security.  The  merchant  iriio  de- 
pends upon  Britidi  credit  is  necessarily  undw  the 
influence  of  the  hand  that  feeds  him ;  the  store- 
keeper is  in  debt  to  the  merchant,  and  subject  to 
his  influence.  And  such  storekeepers,  abounding 
not  only  in  all  the  small  towns,  but  in  every  plac6 
of  public  resort,  consequently  this  extensive  Bri- 
tish credit  is  a  source  of  British  influence  spread 
through  the  whole  United  States.  He  said  that, 
since  Congress  met,  he  had  been  indsstriotu  to 
procure  information  on  this  subject.  He  knew 
that  before  the  country  people  expected  such 
regulations  with  anxiety,  and  he  now  knew  that 
the  merchantSj  who  were  able  to  carry  on  business 
without  the  aid  of  the  British  credit,  were  very 
geueially  in  fiivor  <^  commercial  restrictioDs ;  and. 
mat  thme  who  wer«  not  in  that  situation  were 
generally  against  them ;  these  different  principles 
naturally  arose  from  their  xespecUve  situations. 

He  expressed  some  surprise  that  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  [Mr.  S.J  spoke  of  the  French 
Treaty  with  so  Httle  candor.  Why  did  he  not 
mention  the  guarantee  of  the  West  Indies  as « 
part  of  the  commercial  treaty,  as  well  as^  the  ad- 
mitting the  French  privateers  and  prizes  into  our 
ports?  The  truth  is,  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other  were  of  the  commercial  parts  of  the  treaty. 
The  gentleman  knew  that  the  exertions  of  that 
nation  in  our  behalf,  by  their  arms  and  their 
money,  were  the  parts  of  the  treaty  relative  to  the 
opening  our  ports  to  their  privateers,  prizes,  Ac. 
He  said  the  British  restrictions  to  whicn  we  were 
subjected,  the  encouragements  given  to  the  hostile 
Indians,  was  no  longer  a  secret  The  letting  loose 
the  AL^rines  on  our  commerce,  (a  fact  which  he 
tnuted  no  member  would  now  deny,)  the  refusing 
to  fulfil  the  d^Uiitiv«  treaty,  nr  to  enter  into  a 
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commercial  one— all  tended  to  prove  that  thisiras 
tke  proper  time  to  assert  our  own  commercial 
rights,  not  for  rereoge,  but  for  self-defence.  The 
present  embarrassed  Mate  of  Europe  rendered  soch 
a  measure  necessacv,  and  encooraged  the  prospect 
of  its  being  effectaaL 

Mr.  Ames  wished,  that  centlemen,  instead  of  in- 
definite declamation,  would  lay  their  finger  on  each 
DarticDlarwroiw  that  Britain  had  done  tons.  He 
did  not  know  mmj  particular  adTantage,  that  we 
liad  derived  in  our  comraeree  with  France.  He 
wished  to  discountenance  a  spiiit  of  rereng^  and 
to  ascertain  on  what  side  the  oenefits  of  out  com- 
merce lay,  and  wherein  they  consisted.  He  did 
not  like  unfair  comjiarisons. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  that  he  would  not,  at  this 
time  of  day,  attempt  to  detain  the  House  any  fur- 
ther than  by  just  observing  thM  the  [wactice  of 
comparisotu  lud  originated  among  UwgentlMoen 
who  opposed  the  resolutions. 

At  tkis  sta^  the  Conmittee  rose,aiid  had  leave 
t«  sit  again. 


TauB8DAT,  January  16. 

'  The  molutioQ  sent  frmn  tke  Senate,  "propos- 
ing to  the  several  States  an  article  <^  amendment 
to  the  C<mBtitBti<m  of  the  United  States  ntjftet- 
isff  the  Judieial  power,"  was  read  the  second -time, 
na  ordered  to  he  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
Whole  House  on  Mbnday  msxt 

The  following  Message  ins  received  ficom  the 

PjtBHDBHT  or  TBB  UkITTO  StaTIB  : 

Oatkmenof  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Kmae  of  Rtpramtativa 

I  tmumH,  for  year  inftnaatien,  certain  iiawHijamie 
lately  leesived  tarn  Europe,  •■  it  r^tM  to  the  nil^Mst 
arqypastconuakatKiiis.  q  ^^^^q^q^ 

Onvaa  Btiuraef  Jmrnmy  16«  17M. 

The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
'  Mr.  BoonmoT,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
jHresented  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government  for  the  year  1794 ;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed. 

The  Spkaicer  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  aecompany- 
Ing  a  statement  of  the  expenses  of  the  Commis- 
sioners  of  Loans,  on  which  the  estimate  of  $40,000 
is  founded,  made  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  10th 
instant ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  MThole  House  to 
whom  is  committed  the  biU  making  appn^atirau 
for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-fbur. 

COMMERCB  or  THB  UNTTBD  8TATE8. 

The  House  aaain  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  WhoM  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Se- 
cretary <^  State  on  the  privileges  and  restrictions 
<m  the  commerce  of  the  UnitM  States  in  foreign 
countries.  When 


Mr.  NioBOb&s  rose  and  spiAe  as  follows: 
Mr.  Chairman :  I  fed  a  great  embarrassment  in 
speaking  on  this  subject,  from  a  distrust  of  my 
aoility  to  treat  properly  its  acknowledged  iouport- 
ance,  and  from  the  apparent  euectation  of  the 
audience.  I  feel  too,  as  the  member  from  Mary-, 
luid  who  spoke  yesterday  did,  frcHn  the  imputa- 
tion of  motives,  wW  knowing  that  the  R^resent- 
atives  of  my  country  are  illustriously  reported 
to  be  enemies  of  the  Govenanent,  and  iNnmioteis 
of  anarchy,  and  tint  the  nresoit  measure  is  im- 
puted to  Uiieae  princi^es.  It  is  someiriut  ronark- 
aUe,  that  fiuther  North  w«  are  charged  with  uAr 
fishness,  and  want  of  attaehmaat  to  the  gwenl. 
welfiua,  for  a  supposed  iqq^tion  to  measnras  of 
the  import  of  the  present  I  mentim  this  contn- 
dictory  inference^  to  show  that  the  shamefbl  doh 
signs  chai^^  upon  us,  ar«  not  proved  by  the  &«^ 
and  to  place  the  goilt  when  it  ody  ezHta,  in  tha 
maligmty  of  the  accuser. 

It  u  a  commonly  received  ojunion,  diat  trade 
should  be  intrusted  to  the  directKm  of  those  inune- 
diatdy  interested  in  it,  and  that  the  actual  conrae 
of  it,  IS  the  best  which  it  could  take ;  this  principle 
is  by  no  means  a  safe  one,  and,  as  api^eid  to  the 
trade  of  America,  is  extremely  fallaeious.  It  cu 
never  be  just,  where  the  beginning  and  crowth 
oonuneree  have  not  been  free  £n>m  aU  possible 
constraint,  as  to  ito  direction;  aa  that  can  nevor 
he  called  a  business  of  eleetum  which  has  lw«n 
created  under  foreign  influeDce.  The  manner  in 
which  America  was  first  peoided,  and  the  nartuie 
she  received  from  Great  Britain,  afibrd  the  moat 
striking  contrast  to  the  requisite  before  mentioBed. 
The  first  inhalutants  oS  America  w«e  educated 
in  Great  Britaiz^  and  brought  with  them  all  the 
wants  of  their  own  country,  to  be  gratified  chiefly 
by  the  productions  of  that  country.  .  Aided  by 
British  capital,  in  the  settlement  of  the  wildeiaeas, 
and  dapending  <hi  the  same  means  for  the  conve]^- 
anee  oi  its  produce,  to  a  pUee  of  consumption,  it 
was  inevitable,  that  the  demand  fiv  British  cont- 
modities'shonld  keep  pace  with  the  improvenj^t 
of  the  country.  In  the  oommencement  of  Anuui- 
can  population  and  its  cuuiy  stages,  diere  does  not 
upear  to  have  been  a  duutce  <^  eonmaring  the  * 
advantages  rfcommereiaicoimexion,  wvth  SMac- 
ent  countries,  and  it  will  be  found  that  in  ita  pio- 
gressjit  was  still  more  reatiained.  In  the  last  yeart  . 
of  the  dependence  <^  America  <m  Great  Britain, 
the  principal  part  of  America  was  occupied  by 
large  ttadmg  compuiies,  eon^osed  of  people  in 
Great  Britain,  and  conducted  by  faetors,  who  sunk 
large  sums  in  the  hands  of  the  fanners,  to  attach 
them  to  thair^respective  stores,  by  which  moans, 
competition  was  precluded,  and  a  dependence  on 
die  supplies  of  those  stores  completely  established. 
Since  the  Revolution,  the  business  has  been  con- 
ducted  hj  persons  m  the  habit  of  dependence  on 
Great  Britain,  and  who  had  no  otha  cajatal,  than 
the  manufactures  of  that  country  furnished  on 
credit.  The  busing  is  still  almost  wholly  eon- 
ducted  bv  the  same  means.  In  no  stage  of  ita 
grovrth  tnen,  does  there  aj^nar  to  have  been  « 
power  in  theconsmner  to  Itan  centred  the  pro- 
onotiona  of  Great  Kitain  with  thoae  c£  any  oner 
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equatryj  as  to  ttieir  quaUtr  or  price,  and  therefore 
there  is  no  propriety  in  calling  the  course  of  trade, 
the  course  of  its  choice. 

Tlie  subject  before  the  Committee  natuzally 
dirides  \ism  into  navigation  and  manufactures,  in 
speaking  of  which,  I  shall  offer  some  other  con- 
siderations, to  show  that  the  same  effects  are  by 
no  means  to  be  expected  from  the  |;reatest  com- 
nercial  wisdom  in  indinduals,  which  are  in  the 
power  of  the  general  concert  in  the  community  j 
the  one  having  in  view  [Hrofit  w  each  separate 
tnonetiim,  the  other,  promoting  an  advantageQus 
result  U)  the  whcrfe  commerce  of  the  country. 

la  cmuidering  the  imjwrtance  of  navigation  to 
•n  countries,  but  especially  to  such  as  have  so 
extensive  a  production  of  bulkv  articles  as  Ame- 
rica, I  think  I  shall  show  that  tne  last  observation 
is  accurately  right,  and  that  the  interest  of  the 
n^le  community,  not  those  only  who  are  the 
carriers,  but  those  also  who  famish  the  object  of 
carriage,  positively  demands  a  domestic  marine, 
equal  to  its  whole  business ;  and  that,  even  if  it  is 
to  exist  under  rates  higher  than  those  of  foreign 
navigation,  it  is  to  be  preferred.  In  circumstances 
of  tolenble  equality,  that  can  never  however  en- 
tireljr  be  the  case ;  ion  in'  the  carriage  of  the  pro- 
duce of  me  country,  by  the  shipping  of  another, 
to  any  other  place  tnan  the  coimtry  to  whidi  the 
ahipning  belongs,  there  is  cmuidenblr  more  hhor 
employed,  than  would  have  been  by  domestic 
Aipping,  as  the  return  to  their  own  country  is  to 
be  mcluaed.  On  this  ground,  it  roay  be  confidently 
asserted,  that  where  the  materials  of  navigation  are 
cqunlly  attainable,  they  wUl  always  be  more  ad- 
vantageously employed  by  the  country  for  whose 
ose  they  are  intended ;  and  that  il^  under  such  cir* 
cumstances,  another  country  is  employed  as  the 
carrier,  it  must  be  under  the  influence  of  some 
other  cause  than  interest,  as  it  respects  that 
(icalar  badness.  A  dependence  on  the  shipping 
9£  another  country  tends  to  establish  a  place  of 
deponte  in  that  country,  of  those  exports  which 
are  for  tke  use  of  others^  if  it  is  at  a  eoaveiueot 
diataoce£ramthem.  The  snpezintendence  of  pro- 
perty makes  short  royagea  desiraUe  fw  the  owner, 
and  the  eonnexum  that  soon  takes  plue  between 
the  money  capital  of  a  country  and  its  ^pping 
mtetests,  greatly  strengthens  the  vortex.  The 
atiaanment  of  wealth  beyond  the  ^^"^^M*  of  navi- 
n(ion.  leads  to  an  interest  in  the  ca^  itself  and 
then  tne  agency  in  selling  to  the  consumer  be- 
comes important  It  is  apparent  that,  as  the  final 
sale  depends  on  the,  wants  oi  the  purchaser,  all 
iatermediate  expenses  of  care  and  agency 'must  be 
taken  from  the  price  to  which  the  maloer  would 
be  entitled. .  Our  own  commerce  has  involved 
this  loss,  in  a  remarkable  degree,  and  it  has  gone 
1 0  an  enormous  extent,  from  a  necessity  of  sub- 
mitting to  the  p^dy  of  agents,  arising  from  a  de- 
pendence established  by  .means  of  tM  so  much 
boasted  credit 

That  there  is  this  tendencr  in  the  employment 
■of  foreign  shipping,  is  not  only  proved  by  the  com- 
mercial importance  of  HoDand.  whiea  became 
thus  from  her  naval  resources  the  sttwe-ltouse  iM 
Knrope,  without  fumisbii^  anything  from  hei 


own  prodwtiou,  but  alpo  from  the  varied  experir 
ence  of  America.  Before  the  Revolution,  every 
thing  for  European  consumption  was  carried  to 
Great  Britain,  out,  since  America  has  possessed 
shipping  of  her  ow%  and  in  the  Northern  States, 
there  has  been  an  accession  of  capital,  the  expctft 
to  E^land  is  reduced  one-half.  It  is  true,  indeed, 
that  there  is  still  nearly  one-half  of  what  she  re- 
ceives, that  is  re-exported,  but  it  will  be  found  that 
she  stul  retains  a  proportioned  share  of  those  ilk- 
fluences  which  fofqaerly  carried  the  idiole.  Cheat 
Britain,  under  all  the  discouragements  of  oar  lawt^ 
which  we  are  told  by  the  mercantile  members  of 
the  committee,  amount  to  a  prohibition  where 
they 


have  any  rinUs,  did,  until  the  European  war, 
possess  one-third  of  the  ioreign  tonnage  em^oyed. 


n  America.  This  has  been  sumiorted  by  tl^  de-' 
pendence  into  which  the  Southern  States  were, 
placed  by  credit,  and  here,  as  in  every  other  step 
of  the  connexion,  this  engine  extorts  advantage* 
from  OS,  beyond  the  compensation  which  is  alwaya 
secured  in  the  first  advance.  If  there  wanted  other 
proof  of  the  British  interest  in  the  American  nayi- 
gation  being  sumortad  in  direct  oppoaiticm  to  our 
interests,  it  may  be  found  in  the  comparative  state 
of  the  tonnage  employed,  where  it.appeus  that, 
after  the  protecting  duties  once  had  their  effect, 
the  additioqal  tonnage,  to  a  conyiderahle  amoon^ 
has  been  entirely  American,  and  that  die  British 
tonnage  has  remained  very  nearly  stationary,  uA 
in  ivoporticui  to  their  undue  influence. 

Di  time  of  war,  in  addition  to  the  inconraui* 
ences  before  atatra,  which  are  enhanced  by  throw- 
ing the  trade  &om  its  accustomed  channel,  there 
are  great  and  important  losses  l»roiu[ht  on  a  cona- 
try  by  diis  kind  of  dependence.  If  y  our  carriers 
are  parties  to  the  war,  you  are  subjected  to  the 
war  freight  and  war  insurance  on  your  cargo,  and 
you  are  cut  off  from  all  the  markets  to  which  they 
are  hostile ;  and,  indeed,  from  our  experience  in 
the  present  war,  I  may  say  you  ate  cut  off  from 
the  market  of  your  carriers  tuemselves,  as  it  would 
have  been  impossible  fw  British  vessels  to  have 
escapediu  our  seas  last  Summer.  Towhate^eat 
this  loss  goes  maybe  seen  from  a  calevlatim  in 
the  Secretary  of  State's  Report  on  the  fiaheriea, 
makiag  the  proportion  of  war  to  that  of  peace  in 
the  one  hundred  years,  as  forty-two  to  one  hun- 
dred ;  and  on  that  calculation  there  can  be  no 
hcHtation  in  determiiunff  that  the  interest  of  th« 
fanners  requires  that  this  foreign  depeudenee 
should  end  here. 

But  the  Europefm  war,^  by  making  a  temporary 
exclusion  of  British  shipping,  has  already  brought 
on  us  the  greatest  mischief  of  such  a  regulation  i 
aoAy  by  the  encouragement  it  has  afforded  to  our 
shipping,  almost  c<nnpleted  the  remedy ;  so  that 
we  nave  reason  to  consider  this  as  a  fortunate  pe- 
riod. But,  it  is  not  merely  the  advancement  of 
our  marine  that  is  conterapUted  by  the  preaent 
resolutions,  the  security  of  that  which  we  nave  is 
also  dependent  cn  thcnn.  The  danger  frixn  the 
Algerines  has  been  estimated  in  thisllonae  at  five 
per  cent,  on  the  vessel  and  eargo^  but  the  whole 
encouragement  to  our  own  shin»og  in  our  exist- 
ing      coousts  in  the  oneHestA  wd<litiopifl  dvty 
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on  goods  imported  in  foreign  Teasels.  Whenever 
there  shall  be  an  European  peace,  which  cannot 
be  far  distant  the  whole  difference  between  the 
two  sams  will  be  a  direct  encoaraffement  on  Bri- 
tish ships  and  will  probably  be  eqaaTto  two  freights. 
Do  gentlemen  rely  on  the  precarious  prospect  of 
building  frigates,  and  the  more  precarious  service 
to  be  rendered  by  them  when  built,  so  much  as  to 
ncj^leet  any  other  regulations  for  the  safety  of  oar 
diip|ii>ig  mien  they  are  so  much  in  their  power? 

HaTinff  shown  that  the  actual  state  of  our  com- 
meree  is  1^  no  means  die  most  beneficial,  as  &t 
as  narigation  is  concerned,  I  will  proceed  to  coo- 
rider  the  ben^ts  derived  from  the  consnmption 
<^  those  European  manu&ctnres  which  form  the 

Erincipal  part  of  the  stores  of  America.  And 
ere  it  may  safely  be  said,  that  national  policy  by 
no  means  justifies  the  almost  exclusive  preference 
given  to  those  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  not  always 
trne  that  the  commodity  which  is  bought  for  least 
m(»iey  is  the  best  bai^in,  for  the  means  of  pay- 
ment form  an  important  consideration  in  all  traf- 
fic, and  accommodations  in  it  may  more  than 
counterbalance  an  inequality  of  price.  If  one 
man  will  receive  an  article  in  exchange  Which 
you  can  sell  to  no  other,  it  will  certainiyl>e  a  sav- 
ing to  deal  with  him  at  a  ht^b  advance  on  his 
imperty.  If  there  are  coontnes  which  would  be- 
eome  great  consumers  of  American  produce,  on 
the  terms  of  reciprocal  consumption,  and  we  find 
a  diflkulty,  as  is  often  the  case,  in  vending  that 
produce,  18  it  not  of  great  national  importance  to 
excite  those  acts  which  are  to  become  the  founda- 
tion of  the  conneztoUjevenif,  in  the  first  instance, 
it  is  to  be  attended  with  inconvenience  and  loss? 
France  may  be  made  a  connexion  of  tihis  sort. 
She  is  at  this  time  almost,  if  not  quite,  on  a  foot- 
ing with  Qreat  Britain  w  the  consumption  of 
American  products,  and  every  hand  which  shall 
receive  employment  from  us  will  add  to  her  wants. 
We  are  told  that  it  is  of  no  less  importance  to  us 
to  find  a  country  which  can  supply  us  advan- 
tageously than  one  which  will  consume  our  pro- 
mctums ;  and  tha^  as  commerce  is  no  longer  car- 
ried OD  by  barter,  it  is  no  less  beneficial  to  sell  in 
one  cdVintry  and  buy  in  another  than  if  we  could 
complete  tne  exchange  in  the  same  country.  This 
might  be  true,  if  your  production  was  limited,  and 
the  demand  for  it  certain ;  but,  with  a  greatly  im- 
proving agriculture,  and  some  risk  in  our  markets, 
the  object  is  important.  Oreat  Britain  being  the 
lactory  of  those  things  which  would  make  her 
most  dependent  on  the  agricultural  interest,  and 
the  national  wealth  being  probably  at.the  greatest 
beij^t,^  there  is  no  expectation  that  her  consump- 
tion will  increase.  On  the  other  hand,  as  labor  is 
now  to  receive  its  direction  in  France  to  the  ma- 
nufacturing arts,  so  far  as  concerns  America,  you 
will  take  irom  the  agricultural  strength  a  ui-ge 
class  of  people,  and  by  that  means  create  a  de- 
poidence  on  you,  at  least  to  the  amount  of  their 
own  consumption,  and  the  wealth  you  will  diflbae 
will  give  ability  to  Aonsands  who  are  now  too 

Kor  to  bid  for  your  commodities.  Nor  is  it  pro- 
Ue  that  you  will  purchase  this  iinportant  bene- 
£t  on  very  disadvantagwaB  terms;  Iwitis  i^^reed 


on  aU  hands  that  many  important  arts  are  well 
understood  there,  and  that  labor,  which  forms  the 
principal  part  of  the  cost  of  most  articles,  is  con- 
siderably cheaper  in  France  than  in  England. 

Another  very  important  operation  of  a  discri- 
mination in  favor  of  France  will  be  that,  by  en- 
couraging Uberal  industry,  you  may  put  an  end  to 
some  practices  which,  in  ue  existing  state  of  con- 
sumption, greatly  depreciate  our  commodities.  1 
mean  the  public  provision  made  in  granaries,  and 
the  supply  from  them  in  times  of  scarcity,  which 
destroys  the  competiti<m  that  raises  eveiy  thing 
to  its  just  value.  Different  consequences  have 
been  foretold  as  likely  to  result  from  those  mea- 
sures, to  which  I  shau  give  a  short  examination. 
We  are  told  that  the  preference  long  since  given 
by  our  laws  has  been  equal  to  a  prohibition  of 
British  vesseU,  and  that,  to  the  extent  to  which  it 
has  gone,  the  best  effects  have  been  produced.  Td 
secure  this  operation  from  a  recent  attack,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  extend  it  to  some  branches  of 
trade,  to  which  its  principles  would  equally  ex- 
tend, is  the  object  of  the  muine  resolutions.  We 
have  no  reason  to  apprehend  bad  consequences 
from  an  action  which  has  hitherto  had  good  con- 
sequences. As  to  the  increased  duties  on  manu- 
factures,  I  think  the  prospect  in  no  way  threaten- 
ing ;  for,  if  there  should  be  found  no  country  to 
supply  our  wants  on  better  terms,  the  diminutini 
of  consumption  will  be  only  in  proportimi  to  the 
duty.  This  can  be  by  no  means  alarming,  coif- 
sidered  as  the  worst  consequence  of  the  measure 
to  men  with  whom  the  impost  is  the  fevorite 
mode  of  collecting  the  revenue,  at  a  time  when 
the  public  wants  are  equal  to  any  possible  produce. 
If  there  shall  be  found  a  competitor  with  Grrat 
Britain  for  our  consumption,  the  great  object  will 
be  attained,  as  it  must  be  accompanied  by  a  cor- 
responding consumption  of  American  productions. 
But  we  are  told  that  there  will  be  a  conflict  of 
commercial  regulations  between  this  country  and 
Great  Britain,  and  that  the  consequence  will  bC} 
the  loss  of  the  market  she  affords  us:  The  pro- 
bable consequences  of  such  a  conflict  wiU  best  de- 
termine whether  it  is  to  be  expected,  as  it  will 
commence  oa  her  part  as  well  as  ours,  with  m, 
view  to  consequences.  The  danger  watch  die 
can  alone  apprehend  is  the  loss  of  the  market  for 
her  manufactures ;  and  to  obviate  this,  it  would 
be  absurd  to  widen  the  breach  between  us,  as  that 
would  tend,  in  a  direct  proportion,  to  the  establish- 
ment of  unfriendly  habits  and  manufactures,  either 
here  or  in  other  countries,  which  would  rival  her 
own.   If,  however,  the  ultimate  advantage  would 

1'ustify  such  measures,  the  immediate  distress  of 
ler  people  would  forbid  it.  The  American  trade 
must  be  the  means  of  distributing  bread  to  several 
hundred  thousand  persons,  whose  occupations 
would  be  wholly  ended  with  the  trade,  and  the 
Government  is  ^  no  means  in  a  situation  to  bear 
their  discontent.  Their  navigation  and  manu- 
factures draw  many  important  ingredients  from 
America  ^ich  would  be  lost  to  them.  The  cre- 
ditors of  the  people  of  America,  to  an  immense 
amount,  would  be  deprived  of  the  remittances 
which  Ojepend  on  a  friendly  intercourse.   On  the 
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whd^  it  would  add  to  tl)e  diMnrden  of  the  Go- 
ranment  among  those  who,  perhaps  l^^^- 
tofore  contributed  to  its  support,  ^thout  gratify- 
ing auythiug  but  an  anro^tnt  resentment.  But 
we  aie  UM  that  our  own  citizeiu  would  be  equal 
sufferers,  and  are  more  to  be  injured  by  being 
stopped  in  a  career  of  rapid  improvement  It  will 
be  bud  to  anticipate  any  real  misfortune  to  Ame- 
rica in  such  a  contest,  unless  the  temporary  loss 
of  iodolgencies,  which  are  by  no  means  necessary, 
can  be  so  called.  The  consumption  of  Great  Bri- 
tain is,  according  to  the  most  friendly  calculation, 
not  more  than  one-third  of  our  purchases  from  her, 
and,  therefore,  the  national  iraUth,  independent 
of  the  gratification  ei  cm  upfetitat,  will  receive 
an  immense  addition,  and  a  vast  fond  will  be  [^o- 
cored  to  make  lasting  and  valuable  improrements, 
which  would  be  deeded  by  comparison  with  the 
ffewgaws  of  a  day.  It  is  to  be  remarked  that  the 
oinuQution  of  our  exports  would  be  divided  among 
large  classes  of  people,  and  in  all  cases  forms  a  de- 
dncti(m  from  the  annual  income,  rather  than  a 
total  loss.  This  will  result  from  the  various  ob- 
jects of  American  industry  and  the  division  of  the 
markets  of  its  produce.  This  forms  an  important 
difference  between  America  and  Great  Britain,  in 
an  estimate  of  the  effects  of  a  rupture  between  the 
two  countries.  In  my  opinion,  the  habits  of  the 
Southern  States  are  such  as  to  require  the  con- 
trol which  is  said  to  be  the  consequence  of  these 
measures.  Under  the  facility  offered  by  the  modes 
of  trade  befwe  mokea  of,  and  the  credit  which  is 
said  to  be  so  beneficial,  they  have  not  only  in- 
volved themselves  in  debt,  liut  have  contracted 
habits  which,  with  the  power  of  gratificatioo.  must 
always  keep  them  so.  We  did  hope  that  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  would  have  eoneeted  the 
eTiL  but  we  now  find  that  it  cannot  be  corrected 
bat  oy  entire  changes.  It  is  founded  in  the  policj 
of  the  merchant  hims^,  and  this  circumstance  is 
enough  to  present  to  the  minds  of  the  Committee 
a  long  train  of  dependent  mischiefs.  It  is  a  fact, 
snpported  by  the  best  evidence,  that  our  merchants 
who  get  their  goods  irom  the  manufacturer  pay 
as  much  for  them  as  the  shopkeeper  who  buys  at 
Baltimore  or  Philadelphia.  This  is  one  or  the 
consequences  of  the  want  of  credit  which  al- 
ways will  ff^ow  a  reliance  on  collection  from 
farmers ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  mer- 
chant is  indemnified  for  his  disgrace  as  well  as 
his  advance.  The  result  of  the  i^ole  train  of  in- 
dulgence is,  that  ouf  goods  are  bought  at  an  ad- 
vance from  a  half  to  one-fourth  of  what  they  could 
be  afforded  for  in  cash  sales.  Nor  does  the  mis- 
chief stop  here.  It  brings  a  subjection  which  ma- 
terially affects  the  sale  of  our  produce.  I  do  be- 
lieve, myself  tha^  the  war  with  Great  Britain  did 
not  bring  half  the  mischief  on  us  that  their  credit 
has ;  and  I  very  much  suspect  a  credit  for  con- 
sumption will  always  be  found  equally  mischievous. 
It  by  no  means  resraibles  money  loans,  as  is  in- 
sinnated  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
by  fireeii^  a  man's  own  resources  for  any  other 
use.  It  18  certain  thatthereia  no  other  safe  regu- 
lation of  a  fhrmer'seiqpenses than  his  income  }and 
ei^erience  every  day  j^ves  diat,  when  so  tagvL 


lated,  they  always  &11  short  of  the  income,  and 
that,  when  they  depend  on  credit,  they  always 
exceed  it,  and  thereby  subject  future  re'^ue. 
Lessening  the  importation  of  foreign  manniactures 
will  increase  our  household  &l8ics,  which  expe- 
rience has  proved  to  be  highly  profitable,  as  the 
labor  is  done  by  a  part  of  the  community  of  little 
power  in  any  other  application.  Regular  effi>rts 
m  this  way  have  be^  in  my  coant^,  certafaily 
productive  of  independence. 

It  is  acknowlem^  that  we  may  derive  great 
advantages  from  finance  in  our  commerce,  but  it 
is  said  they  should  be  secured  by  treaty,  and  we 
should  not  pay  beforehand  for  them.  If  advanta- 
ges are  to  ne  drawn  by  treaty  from  fweign  nap 
tions,  to  enaUe  the  Bxeeotive  to  procure  them, 
we  must  advance  the  impost  beyond  the  reveaiie 
standard,  or  diey  will  have  nothing  to  nve  in  ex- 
change. Will  gmtlemen  agree  to  mvoive  France 
in  this  measure  iodiscrimmately,  when  we  have 
already  a  commercial  treaty  with  her,  which 
was  eoncomitaut  with  that  treaty  which  gave 
us  independence  1  Will  they,  under  such  proo& 
of  frieodiiness.  and  while  they  are  laboring  under 
a  revolution  that  must  strengthen  our  connexirai, 
show  distrust  of  their  justice,  when  the  distinctiw 
now  proposed  may  give  thsm  a  knowledge  of  those 
advantages  they  may  derive  from  our  trade,  and 
thereby  make  them  more  eager  for  a  perman^t 
contract?  It  will  be  always  in  our  power,  vrhen 
we  find  ourselves  deceived,  to  restore  the  equality 
with  Great  Kitain.  We  are  asked  what  will  be- 
come oi  our  revenue  under  sneh  an  estaUishmmtf 
The  answw  is  obvious,  from  my  former  observa- 
tions: if  the  consumption  is  reduced  only  by  means 
of  revenue,  the  revenue  will  increase ;  if  it  is  lea- 
sened  by  competition,  it  will  not  be  diminished,  for 
the  present  rates  will  continue  on  all  foreign  goods, 
and  we  shall  be  better  able  to  pay  from  the  im- 
provement of  our  foreign  markets.  But  if  there 
should  be  a  diminution  without  lesseniiu:  the 
power  of  the  people  to  pay,  what  mischiefs  will 
there  be  ?  Every  body  unaerstands  that  the  peo- 
ple pay  the  revenue,  although  it  is  collected  by 
custom-house  officers,  and  uiere  is  reastm  to  be- 
lieve that  the  expense  of  collection  is  greater  in 
that  way  than  any  other,  as  there  is  not  only  the 
apparent  expense,  but  a  secret  compensaticHi  to 
the  muehants  for  advancing  it 

But  we  are  told  that  we  are  inclndmg  eoontrica 
in  the  general  description  which  are  our  best  ens- 
tomers— Spain,  Portugal,  the  Hanse  Towns,  and 
Denmark.  It  will  be  found  that  they  are  little 
within  the  reach  of  the  propositions,  not  bong 
carriers,  and  very  little  manuiacturers  of  the  artt* 
cies  to  be  taxed.  It  will  be  in  the  power  of  the 
Legislature  to  save  thenL  in  filling  up  the  blanks ; 
bnt  this  is  not  intended  to  shut  out  any  natim 
which  chooses  to  trade  with  us  on  liberal  terms; 
and,  if  we  are  satisfied  with  our  footuig  in  their 
trade,  there  is  no  doubt  but  we  can  sectu'e  it  by 
treaty.  They  will  not  com|dain  of  our  taking 
away  benefits  which  they  may  resume  at  any 
time.  We  are  uAi  that  this  busineaa  is  na:^ 
commeieial.  and  that  we  should  not  thfnfc  d  ov 
poUtieal  rehtieikB  to  Qnnt  Biitun;  bot^fai 
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,  DiMt  of  oor  frieTsnceg  liave  oommereud 
uid  therefore  are  to  be  remedied  by  cmd- 
reais^ce.  If  70a  tike  away  what  is 
eoatended  for,ecmte8t  must  end.  The  Indian  war 
aad  the  AU^rine  attacks  have  both  commercial 
Tiew&  or^^eat  Britain  most  stand  without  ex- 
enee  for  instigating  the  meet  horrid  ernelties.  I 
ceiuider,  however,  the  propositions  before  yon  as 
the  straigest  weap<Hft  America  possesses,  and  the 
most  likdy  to  restore  her  to  all  ner  rights,  politi- 
cal and  commercial;  and  I  trast  I  have  shown  that 
the  means  will  hare  «  beneficial  ^ect,  if  they 
•bould  fail  as  a  lenedy  idth  reject  to  Great 
Britain. 

Bfi;  Chwnnn:  BCr.Ghairman,  the  wt^natioiu 
now  befiwe  ns  having  been  cmsidered  by  sevenl 

Eademen,  who  have  abeady  rooken,  and  iriui 
re  ffiTen  sach  a  particular  «tau  of  ealcniatums, 
Ialnttc<mfiiH  mpelf  to  some  general  observm- 
tions  00  the  subject. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  made  an 
obeervaticn  which  stmck  me  very  finrcibly  as  ap- 
|died  to  the  subject  before  ns,  because  it  is  a  maxim 
to  which  all  mankind  have  assented,  and  upon 
which  all  mankind  continually  practice — it  was 
thu:  "diere  is  no  friendship  in  trade;"  and  it 
may  be  added,  as  a  dkcessary  conseqnaice,  there 
•■ffht  to  be  no  hatred  in  trade.  By  fidlowing  a 
pwi  foimded  upon  so  obvions  a  maxim  as  the 
ftangoiBg,  we  naj  be  sure  of  a  right  gnid^  bat  if 
ire  OBTiate  from- it,  we  are  in  daiieer  of  bong  led 
mto  mforeKen  error  and  mi>dii«.  It  is  unqucB- 
timnUy  onr  dmy  to  attead  to  the  navigation  and 
•ommeree  of  our  country,  and  give  it  every  proper 
CBCOuagement  ^riiich  tune  and  circttmstances 
•limit}  this  has  ever  been  my  wish  and  my 
conduct 

This  object,  so  important  and  desirable,  mast  be 
effected  by  fixed  principles  and  rcvnlationB,  such 
aa  giving  our  vessels  a  decided  preference  in  our 
own  ports  above  the  ships  of  every  other  nation 
whatever^  by  paying  less  tonnage  and  other  duties ; 
by  sufienng  no  foreign  sh^tt  to  bring  into  the 
United  States  the  procraetims  of  any  other  country 
Aas  the  one  to  which  tikey  belong ;  and  by  f«o- 
hibiting  foteicn  duos  from  comiBg  to  the  Umted 
BtBlei  from  those  jmon  wliCTe  our  own  ihiiM  are 
ycohilnted  ^ 

These  are  the  fixed  |irinciides  and  regulations 
Inline  or  all  of  which  oar  navk^tion  and  com- 
anerce  can  only  be  promoted,  »ad  must  never  be 
deviated  from,  when  adojKeo  in  fiivor  of  any  <me 
■ation  whatever — unless  it  be  in  return  for  some 
qwoal  advantage  granted  to  us  by  any  particular 
nation  as  an  cqmvalent.  Hitherto,  onr  Oovem- 
■ent  has  proceeded  to  distinguish  foreign  ships. 
aakj  by  making  them  pay  greater  tonnage  ana 
dutKB  than  our  own.  If  cironmstances  required 
it,  and  the  time  u  judged  a  seasonable  one,  I  shUl 
W  villing  to  proceed  mrther. 

Let  us  examine  iriiat  adnntagea  we  ei^y  in 
eonsequence  of  any  commercial  treaties  we  have 
dready  formed,  fin  the  impositions  befbre  u  are 
pnpned  to  affect  only  these  nitiona  with  whom 
we  uve  no  treaties.  We  have  eommereial  trea- 
«HB*ith  PnMWi,  Swadcn,  B^cmioe,  and  Holk^ 


and  in  the  dominiMts  of  neither  of  tiiose  Powers 
have  our  ships  or  the  produce  of  this  countrr  (ex- 
cept in  die  sm^e  article  of  our  oil  in  France)  been 
admitted  on  any  more  fitvorable  terms  than  the 
ships  or  produce  of  any  other  nation;  and  for  this 
obvioas  reason,  because  our  treaties  t>Dly  insure 
the  advantages  they  may  grant  to  the  most  favored 
nation ;  and,  being  eircumstaneed  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  not  judging  it  for  their  interest  to  distin- 
guish any  one  by  its  fevors,  we  are  lef)  only  in  the 
enjoyment  a  trade  with  them  on  the  terms 
common  to  all  other  nations.  This  being  the  case, 
I  would  not  give  one  fhithing  to  have  like  treadea 
fbrmed  with  every  other  nation,  for  they  hare  not 
been,  and  never  can  be,  of  any  service  to  ns;  if  we 
expect  to  derive  any  advantage  from  commercial 
treaties,  we  must  stipulate  ibr  some  certain  good, 
for  some  odter  good  wfcieh  we  may  grant  them 
in  return. 

But  it  is  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  ^lartieu- 
larty  ininred  by  the  eommerejal  restrictions  of 
Great  Britain.  The  fact  is,  we  enjoy  in  otir  trade 
witii  that  couDtryall  the  advantages  of  commerce, 
and  in  some  instances  greater  than  they  grant  to 
an^  other  nation.  Our  pot  ash,  and  several  other 
articles^  pay  a  less  duty  in  Great  Britain  than  the 
like  articles  do  from  any  other  country,  and  in  no 
instance  do  I  believe  they  pay  greater.  Our  ships 
are  allowed  generally  to  carnr  to  Great  Britnn 
and  Ireland  me  jHroduetions  of  thu  country  on  the 
same  terms  their  own  ships  do.  We-  have  aiso 
free  admisrion  into  their  extenrive  territories  in 
India,  where  they  prohibit  the  ships  of  their  own 
coootry,  unless  they  bdong  to  their  India  Com- 
pany. 

It  is  true  our  commeree  is  einmped  by  a  refusal 
of  our  ships  into  their  Colonies  of  Nova  Scotia,* 
Canada,  Newfoundland,  and  their  West  India 
Idands,  which  is  the  tmly  eril  of  a  commercial 
kind  we  have  to  complain  of  in  their  regulations. 
But  this  is  not  an  evu  in  consequence  of  distin- 
guishing us  from  any  other  nation;  they  deny 
mat  privily  to  all  others,  and  it  has  taken  effect 
as  it  relates  to  ns  in  consequence  of  our  becoming 
an  independent  nation.  "Hie  evil  of  bein^  prohi- 
Inted  thrir  Colonies  arises  from  the  existing  cir- 
eumstaiues  ot  things.  Their  contiguity  to  die 
United  States  compels  diem  to  carry  on  a  ecn- 
siderable  trade  with  us  for  supplies,  and  in  which 
it  is  but  just  we  should  be  partakers;  and^  if  ws 
mean  to  redress  this  evil,  we  should  point  out 
measures  to  that  object,  and  say  no  foreign  shipa 
shall  come  to  the  United  States  from  any  i^ce 
where  oor  ships  are  prohibited;  or,  if  they  do  come, 
they  should  come  under  some  peculiar  disadvan- 

T.  This  woidd  be  meeting  the  evil  direct, 
we  raise  die  duties  on  their  mann&ctures 
imported  into  this  country,  as  is  proposed  by  the 
resolutions  now  under  consideration,  with  a  view 
of  compelling  them  to  he  more  liberal  in  their 
commercial  arrhtt^ements  with  us,  we  shall  surely 
miss  our  aim,  for  rt  is  certain  France  in  her  pre- 
sent situation  is  by  no  means  aUe  to  supjJy  us, 
whatever  she  nwf  do  hereafter.  No  other  country, 
at  presmt,  but  went  Britain,  can  supply  us ;  it 
dknefiwe  firflow^  mdeniaUy,  if  meh     die  nctj 
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that  if  we  import  their  goods  and  lay  an  additional 
duty  on  dteiiL  the  blow  aimed  at  them  will  fUl 
on  Bs,  by  taisuig  the  price  to  the  consumers  in  this 
covntiy  evoal  to  the  proposed  additional  duty. 

It  is  mid  the  chief  the  foreign  tonnwe  tlut 
comes  to  diis  ooantry  is  British,  imd  thu  is  an 
eril ;  if  otnr  object  is  to  promote  our  own  nari^ 
tion,  I  Aoold  suppose  the  eril  consisted  in  harmg 
onr  trade  so  mnefa  carried  on  in  foreign  bottoms^ 
■nd  not  as  bdoigtng  to  one  or  anodier  fbreign  na- 
tion; and,  if  we  meant  further  to  enoonrage  onr 
nmTigation,  we  ooght  to  raise  the  tonnage  duty  on 
•11  fotdgn  shipiHng ;  this  wonid  be  coming  to  the 
olqeet.  But  how  comes  it  we  hare  so  many  more 
'Bn^A  ships  than  others?  Hare  we  nantea  diem 
-m  monopoly,  or  may  not  the  ships  of  erery  other 
nation  come  here  on  the  same  terms  they  do  ? 
The  reoon,  then,  wtiy  there  are  so  many  more 
British  than  other  foreign  ships  which  come  here^ 
is  not  because  we  hare  encouraged  it  by  any  re- 
gnlaticHis  we  hare  adopted,  but  because  they  are 
a  more  enterprising,  eomtoereial  peo|de  dkan  tfadr 
iM^htKVS,  and  from  odier  caoses  which  will  er^ 
"innieiiee  9xA  direct  eoinmttce. 

ft  is  also  mentioned  4hat  a  eonsiderable  part  of 
Ac  protoets  of  this  coontry  shipped  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, in  not  eonsomed  titers  but  re^hipped  to  other 
countries,  and  that  we  oognt  to  make  such  regu- 
hdions  as  that  siKh  excess  sbonld  pass  directly  to 
country  where  they  are  cDttsnmed,  without 
dieir  first  going  through  Great  Britain. 

I  should  think  it  strange  if  amy  one  was  to  re- 
fuse selling  an  article  because  he  uade^tood  the 
person  who  wanted  to  purchase  it  wonld  not  be 
tiie  consumer,  but  he  would,  afterwards  sell  it  to 
another;  this  would  not  certainly  influence,' and 
ongfat  not  Let  us  examine  imd  see  whether  our 
aarigation  has  received  any  encouragement  by 
tbe  ngnlatioas  already  adopted  by  this  Gtorem- 
ment.  In  1790,  our  navigation  was  but  Uttle  more 
Ann  tae-half  of  all  the  tCNUWce  entefed  in  the 
United  States ;  in  1791,  it  was  three-fifths ;  ud  in 
1788  it  was  nearly  two-thirds.  ForMgn  tona^ 
has  aetually  decreased  nnoe  that  period  14^000 
loos,  while  oars  has  moreaaad  171,0(M>  tons.  If  the 
inorease  is  not  sufficient,  then  we  mast  aicrease 
the  tonnage  duty  on  foreign  shij^ung,  and  take 
such  other  measures  as  I  tuire  tuntea  at  to  pro- 
mote the  object  \  though  1  confess  such  is  onr  deli- 
cate situation  at  this  time,  I  am  inclined  to  beHere 
e^wriments  are  hazardous ;  and  I  ^ould  be  strong- 
1t  apprehotsire,  if  we  pass  any  restrictive  laws  at 
tnis  time,  that  shall  affect  Great  Bgtain  only,  as 
is  the  arowed  object  of  the  resolutions  before  us, 
such  is  her  dose  alliaiwe  with  most  of  the  Euro- 
pean nations,  and  espeeiaUy  with  Spain,  that  she 
will  be  fnUy  aUe  to  infloenee  srane  them  at 
least,  and  Spain  in  partiealar,  f  iriio  is  not  rery 
frienilr,)  to  be  associated  wiUi  her  in  any  counter 
cegoktioDs  she  may  think  proper  to  pursue  by 
ivay  of  retaliation. 

Mr.  Clark  differed  from  many  members  -aHbo 
had  spoken  before  him,  in  the  riew  they  took  of 
die  subject ;  he  eoneeired  it  oudit  to  be  considered 
in  a  political  light.  We  had  many  wrongs  to 
eom[uin  of,  and  we  sbonld  endearor  to  dtrtam  re* 


dress.   The  Eogli^  hare  violated  our  Treaty, 
just  after  it  was  ratified,  by  taking  away  our  ne- 
groes, and  since  by  holding  our  posts ;  they  hare 
also  set  the  sarages  on  onr  backs,  and  hare  not 
they  let  loose  die  Algoines  upon  as?  Shall  we 
sit  still  and  bear  it?  How  ean  we  help  it,  it  is 
asked  ?  They  will  retaliate,  we  are  tmd.  How 
retaliate?  will  they  refbse  to  sdl  us  their  manu- 
factures ?  He  remembered  that,  eren  in  old  timo* 
a  non-importation  agreement  made  them  repou 
their  stamp  act.   We  fahre  surely  as  well  now  as- 
we  had  then  a  rig^t  not  to  buy  their  goods ; 
don't  want  to  cram  our  provisions  down  their 
throats,  or  to  force  them  to  buy  our  lumber..' 
During  the  non-importation  agreement  we  did. 
not  perish  with  cold ;  we  fonn^  eren  tnen^  thftt 
among  ourselres  we  could  raaJte  wherewrth  to> 
clothe  ourselres ;  we  are  surely  as  able  to  do  it 
now.  We  then  gained  our  point ;  we  should  now 
be  much  more  powerful  with  the  same  weapon ; 
many  of  her  manufacturers  are  already  starring 
for  want  of  employment  We  should  add  greatly 
to  their  distress,  and  soon  Iwing  the  Government 
to  their  seiues,  and  diey  will  be       to  enter  into 
a  commercial  treaty  with  tu. 

The  balance  of  trade  with  Great  Britain  is 
much  anittst  us ;  and  by  carrying  to  Portugal  and 
Spain  what  we  send  to  them,  we  should  recerre 
cash  in  return.  France  will  not  always  be  in  a 
storm,  and  a  supply  of  die  manufbctnred  articles 
we  want  may  soon  tw  received  from  tliat  quartet. 

He  did  not  see  to  vr^i  purpose  calculations 
three  hours  lonz  had  been  brought  forward.  It 
vras  very  well  for  merchants  to  calculate  in  theii 
counting-houses;  but  he  conceived  the  Legiiila- 
ture  should  detetmtne  the  question  npcm  jx^eftl 
considerations.  He  concluded  by  remarking,  diat 
he  believed  by  this  time  the  Committee  mnst 
pretty  clearly  see  that  he  was  in  &T(w  <tf  the  re- 
solutions. 

Mr.  Parker  considered  the  resolutions  on  the 
taUe  as  indefinite  and  unintellinble.  If  Terenoe 
is  the  object,  we  ^odld  remember  the  remark  lX 
Dr.  Swtjt,  that  in  the  arithmetic  of  taxatim,  two 
and  two  do  not  always  make  four,  but  sometiiiMs 
only  one.  He  thought  there  was  a  jarring  in  the 
third  resolution,  which  contradicted  the  fitM. 
The  leading  clause  of  the  first  resolution,  which 
has  occasioned  so  long  a  debate,  is  in  these  words: 
**  That  the  interest  ofthe  United  Stssesr  wo^  to 
promoted  by  further  TestrictiwiB  and  htgher  Ka- 
ties, in  certain  eases,  on  the  manufactures  and  ir- 
rigation of  fbreign  nations  etnployed  in  the  com" 
merce  of  the  United  States,  than  those  now  im- 

Jiosed."  The  third  resolution  widch  Mr.  P.  re- 
erred  to,  is  ID  these  words:  " That  the  duty  on 
renels  belonging  to  the  nations  having  commei^ 
ciid  treaties  vrith  the  United  States,  on^t  to  bo 
reduced  to  —  per  ton."  The  resolutions  mealit 
either  too  much,  or  nothing.  He  would  move  to 
amend  the  first  resdntton^  but  that  he  hoped  it 
would  be  ^together  cast  aside. 

Mr.  S.  SHrrn,  ofMaryland,  rose  and  apdogized 
to  the  Committee  for  pfesum'in|f  to  intrade  upon 
them  a  second  time  by  the  dehvery  of  his  senti- 
ments. He  said  that  a  personal  attack  had  been 
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made  yesterday  upon  him  ia  that  House.  It  had 
taet  him  out  of  doors,  and  had  gone  into  the  world. 
After  be  had  done  st^akiag  yesterday,  a  member 
had  risen,  and  held  Tortb  as  a  fundamental  obser- 
Tation,  Uiat  "gentlemen  possessing  capitals  of 
their  own  were  in  favor  of  the  propwitions ;  but 
that  dealers  upcm  credit  were  against  tbem." 
When  this  remark  was  made,  as  he  had  but  just 
sat  down  from  delivering  his  negative  to  the  reso- 
lutions, he  could  not  help  thinking  himself  aimed 
at  as  one  of  those  dealers  upon  credit  [Here  the 
member  referred  to  rose,  and  solemnly  declared 
that  a  personal  allusion  to  Mr.  Smith  had  never 
entered  his  mind.]  Idr.  S.  went  on  to  observe, 
that  the  whole  assertim  was  erroaeous.  The 
merchants  of  America  are  men  of  liberal  senti- 
ments— more  sa  he  believed,  than  merchants  of 
any  other  part  of  the  world.  They  are  not  to  be 
biassed  by  the  petty  motives  of  interest,  in  preju- 
dice to  the  public  interest  of  their  country.  The 

'  gentleman  whom  he  referred  to  had  spoke  of  an 
mUnning  British  inJBnence  in  some  of  the  com- 
mercial cities  of  America.  He  had  alleged  that 
merchants,  by  their  connexion  with  Britain,  would 
be  under  its  influence;  but  there  was  no  such 
thing.  In  this  country,  merchants  studied  the 
Constitution,  and  were  attached  to  it.  In  other 
countries,  they  minded  only  profit.  As  a  reflec- 
tion had  been  thrown  on  merchants  who  dealt 
upon  credit,  he  should  take  leave  to  observe  that 

,  credit  was  a  very  good  thing.   As  to  himself,  he 

'  had,  before  the  war  began,  acquired,  by  his  indus- 
try, as  much  property  as  |4aced  him  twycHid  the 
necessity  of  credit.  By  the  war,  he  was  reduced 
to  nothing.  After  the  peac^he  again  began  as  he 

.set  out  at  first.  By  the  same  mdustry  and  the  same 
talents,  he  had  once  more  acquired  independence. 
By  the  British  buccaneers,  he  had  lost  as  much, 
since  the  present  war  began,  as  the  gentleman  to 
whom  he  rose  in  reply,  would  think  a  tolerable 
fortune  for  dividing  among  his  sons ;  yet  he  could 
still  spare  time  from  his  business  for  tne  service  of 
his  country.  He  said,  that  at  first  hearing  the 
resolutions,  he  had  been  rather  prejudiced  in  their 

.favfw.  One  of  them  was  indeed  a  very  enticing 
resolution,  and  at  first  view  pleased  nim  very 

.m&ch.  [The  residntion  to  which  Mr.  S.  referred 
is  the  seventh,  and  runs  in  these  words: 

.  "Smoked,  as  the  qpfaaon  <tf  Ok  CmainitteH.  That 
pnviiiMi  01^^  to  be  made  fat  liquidating  and  aacer^ 

'tuning  Uu  lasses  sustained  by  citiiuu  of  the  United 
States,  fimn  the  toleration  of  particular  regulations  of 

.any  eonutij,  contravening  the  Law  of  Nations,  and 
that  such  losses  be  leimbnrsed  in  .the  &nt  iiMtance,  out 
of  the  additional  duties  on  the  manufiicftuies,  produc- 
tions, and  Teerob  of  (ba  nations  estahBshing  sudi  un- 

_Cwful  regulations."] 

,  He  since  opposed  theux,  from  a  conviction  that 
they  were  injudicious.  This  gentleman  and  others 
haa  spoken  with  complacency  of  destroying  com- 
mercial credit.^  He  would  again  repeat  his  affirm- 
ation that  credit  was  a  good  thing.  To  destroy  it 
'Would  establish  an'aristwracy  in  commerce,  which 
was  as  bad  as  an  aristocracy  in  Government.  He 
.  explained  this  expression,  by  subjoininff,  that  the 
diMolution  of  credit  would  con&ie  trade  to  mer- 


chants possessing  larae  capitals  and  an  old  and 
established  correspondence  in  the  manufacturing 
countries.  An  apprentice  of  the  best  connexions, 
and  most  promising  abilities,  would  find  it  impu- 
sible,  at  the  expiration  of  his  indentures,  to  begin 
business  for  himself  upon  such  oppressive  terms  of 
competition.  It  would  be  requisite  to  send  ready 
money  to  Europe  at  the  time  of  commissioning 
the  goods }  that  is,  to  pay  for  them  six  months  b^ 
fore  they  were  received.  This  operation  would 
raise  the  price  of  them  fifteen  per  cent.,  which 
would  be  a  real  tax.  He  was  astonished  to  hear 
gentlemen  speak  with  indifiezence  as  to  the  ad- 
vantages of  mercantile  credit  The  State  of 
Georgia  was  rising  into  prosperity  with  a  prodi- 

?;ious  prepress,  iuid  by  what  means  was  this  e& 
ected  t  By  credit  certainly ;  for  it  never  could 
have  been  accomplished  in  any  other  way.  He 
said  that  we  should  renounce  all  national  animosi* 
ties,  and  consider  all  mankind  as  (me  great  family. 
Let  us  always  go  where  we  can  sell  best  Mr.  S. 
closed  a  speech  of  unconmuni  animation,  by  say- 
ing  that  the  resolutions  reminded  him  of  the  story 
ofthe  goose  which  laid  golden  ^gs.  Let  us  cut 
her  up,  said  the  boy,  and  we  shall  get  them  all  at 
once.  The  ten  per  cent,  of  tonnage  upon  foreign 
vessels  bad  been  of  great  service;  l}Ut  the  present 
plan  was  too  abrupt. 

The  Committee  now  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

Frioat,  January  17. 
A  menaorial  of  Andrew  G.  Fratmees,  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  to  be  furnished  with  an  i^cial  copy 
of  the  proceedings  on  the  Subject  of  his  memorial, 
presented  the  19th  ultimo,  and  tiiat  the  House 
will  speedily  determine  on  die  Iqfality  of  hia 
claim  for  the  payment  o(  certain  wammti  issued 
by  the  late  Board  of  Treasury. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorid  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Bbattt,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
recommitted  the  bill  for  completing  and  better 
supporting  the  Military  Estauishment  of  the 
United  Stat^  reported  an  amendatory  bill; 
which  was  read  twue  and  committed. 

APPROPRUTION  Bn.1.. 
The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Appropriation  Bill,  (Mr.  Tbdmbull 
in  the  Chair.)  The  Committee  proceeded  in  the 
discussion,  during  which,  Mr.  Baluwin  rose  re- 
peatedly, lor  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  ex- 
cess of  various  sums  amr<^wiated,  lor  contingen- 
cies and-other  purposes,  ahove  the  sums  heretuore 
appropriated.  His  object  was,  that  a  committee 
should  be  appointed  to  make  particular  inquiry 
into  the  reasons  of  these  excesses,  and  to  report. 
A  motion  was  at  length  made  and  carried,  for  the 
rising  of  the  Committee.  In  the  House,  Mr. 
Balowin  made  a  motion  for  the  appointment  of 
a  special  committee,  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of, 
ana  report  on  the  expediency  of,  these  excesses. 
This  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  of 
five  appointed. 
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FBTITION  OF  DANIEL  PARKER. 

The  House  took  into  oonsideratim  the  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  memorial 
of  Daniel  Parker.  The  nibetance  of  the  Report 
is,  that  it  may  be  for  the  interest  of  the  Umted 
States  to  compound  the  debt  due  from  the  memo* 
rialist,  and  susgegts  the  expediency  of  vesting  a 
power  somevhere  to  make  the  compositioo.  It 
was  moTed  tnat  a  committee  should  be  appointed 
to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  pnrsuant  to  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury.  Some  debate 
ensued  on  this  motion.  It  was  opposed  on  the 
•eore  oi  preeedoit,  and  that  it  might  be  better  for 
the  United  States  to  lose  the  debt  Uum  to  establish 
&  n«eedent  wliieh  mi^t  mm  a  door  to  every 
Min^voit  debtor  of  the  United  Btatea.  if  ^e 
memorialist  is  an  hiHiest  man,  and  has  any  pro* 
perty,  he  will  throw  himsdf  m  the  justice  and 
knmanity  of  his  eonnny.  The  conduct  of  the 
petitioner,  in  withdrawing  from  his  country,  and 
his  ccmsequaat  deportment,  were  reprobated.  In 
support  of  the  motion,  it  was  said  that  the  only 
^nesticD  was,  whether  the  United  States  would 
insist  on  receiving  the  whole  of  their  demand,  and 
gM  nothing,  or  ccmtpromise  their  demand,  and  re- 
.  e«Te  something.  This,  it  was  said,  was  not  esta- 
Mishing  a  precedent ;  it  was  simidy  following  the 
eootom  established  in  all  similar  cases  by  indiri- 
dnals.  It  was  true  that  public  bodies  adopt  gene- 
lallT  a  more  rigid  line  of  conduct,  and  perhaps 
witn  prt^ety  m  most  eases ;  but,  in  the  present 
inatanee.  the  memorialist  is  oiu  of  the  eotmtry, 
cnt  ol  the  reach  of  the  lawsj  he  is  ^ile  topay 
something,  bat  is  not  vijlinc  to  be  divested  of  aU 
his  property,  and  be  still  bound  to  discharge  a 
halaikee  he  never  can  pay. 

Mr.  N10BOLA8  {ffoposed  the  following  motion, 
as  a  substitute  for  the  first  motion,  that  a  cwunit- 
tae  be  appointed  to  inquire  whether  D.  Parker  A, 
Co.  have  any  equitable  or  other  claims  to  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  balances  which  appear  against  them 
on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
and  report  specially  thereon  to  the  House.  This 
Bocion,  after  some  farther  debate,  was  agreed  to. 
and  a  committee  of  thxee  appmnted. 


MoMUAT.  January  20. 
QUAKERS*  MEMORIAL. 

A  memorial  was  read  from  the  people  called 
Qankera.  The  sobstanc^  of  this  memorial  is, 
to  request  that  CoiwreBs  would  pass  a  law  to  pro- 
hibit the  citizens  of  the  United  States  from  traas- 
pofting  slaves  from  the  coast  of  Africa  to  the 
West  India  Uands.  The  petition  was  read  by 
the  Speakkb. 

Mr.  GiLBs  wished  that  it  might  be  referred  to  a 
•deet  committee. 

Mr.  BoDBNB  wbbed  that  it  shoidd  lie  on  the 
table  for  a  day  or  two.  He  did  not,br  this,  mean 
to  oppose  the  prin«|^e  of  the  memorial ;  but  he  un- 
deialood  that  anoUm,of  the  same  tenor,  was  to  be 
pfCMmted  to  the  Senate.  He  therefore  wished 
thM  it  might  be  deferred  till  the  House  eonld  see 
whether  tae  Senate  should  take  it  ap.  If  they  did 


not,  he  should  then  move  that  it  should  be  refiu^ 
red  to  a  sdect  committee.  The  petuion  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

ALGERINE  AFFAIRS. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  appoint- 
ed pursuant  to  the  resolutions  of  the  House  on  the 
communications  from  the  PBSsioEifT  of  thb 
United  States  relative  to  Ak;iers,  brought  m  a 
report,  which  was  twice  rea^  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  State 
of  the  Union. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
members. 

The  report  states  that  the  Naval  force  for  the 
protection  of  the  trade  of  the  United  Stat^sludl 
consist  of  four  ships  of  forty-four  guns  eachjlS 
and  9  poiuders,  and  two  of  20  guns  each.  The 
aggregate  sum  wanted  for  this  pnrpose  is  estimat- 
ed at  six  hundred  thousand  dollars;  to  raise  which, 
one  per  cent,  additional  duty  is  proposed  to  be  laid 
on  imported  goods  now  paying  seven  and  one-half 
per  cent.;  five  per  cent,  aoditional  on  stone,  mar- 
ble, &c.;  and  on  all  stone  and  earthen  ware,  three 
cents  additional;  on  salt,  per  busheL  six  cents  ad- 
ditional, per  ton,  on  all  vessels  of  the  United  States 
employea  in  foreign  trade ;  and  twenty-five  cents 
admtioual^  per  ton,  on  all  other  vessels.  - 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzsihons,  an  addition  was 
made  to  the  Committee  (tf  Ways  and  Means }  so 
that  it  now  consists  of  a  member  from  every  State, 
who  are  to  make  anoAer  report  reqtectuu  the 
fortifying  the  ports  and  harbors  ^  the  United 
States. 

Ordered.  That  Mr.  Gilhan,  Mr.  Watts,  Mr. 
Oan,  Mr.  Patton,  Mr.  Baldwin,  and  Mr.  Isbabl 
Smith,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
report  to  this  House  the  Naval  force  adequate  to 
the  protection  of  the  commerce  of  the  United 
Stat&i  against  the  Algerine  corsairs,  togeUter  with 
an  estimate  of  the  expense,  and  the  ways  and 
means  for  defraying  the  same. 

CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  remarked,  that  in  the  discussiw 
of  the  resolutions  resp&iting  commercial  afihirs, 
much  stress  had  been  laid  an  the  su^^tiou,  tlut 
Great  Britain  had  not  discovered  any  dii^iosition 
to  enter  into  a  commercial  treaty  witn  the  United 
States,  informed  the  House  tut  in  the  corres- 

g)ndence  between  the  Executive  of  ^e  United 
tates  and  the  Minister  of  Great  Britain,  as  print- 
ed by  order  of  the  House,  it  appears,  that  there  is 
a  chasm  occasioned  by  the  omission  of  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  that  Minister, 
which  letter  is  referred  to  in  a  subsequent  letter. 

Mr.  Giles  said,  that  it  was  very  possible  the 
letter  to  which  Mr.  Smith  referred^  never  had  ex- 
isted. It  was  said  to  have  been  written  on  the  5th 
of  December,  1791.  It  was  likely  enough  that 
Mr.  Hammond  might  have  mistaken  a  date. 

Mr.  Dexteb  said,  that  there  was  an  evident 
chasm.  A  letter  must  have  been  suppressed. 

Mr.  MAOispN  thought  that  there  was  a  ch8sm| 
which  should  be  filled  up,  but  it  might  do  as  well 
to  defor  the  matter  for  a  day  or  twc^  till  inqoiry 
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should  be  made  of  Oe  Seentaiy  of  State,  why  it 
had  been  withheld  7  Upon  informiiig  the  Pbesi- 
DBMT,  he  would  either  ^tc  it  ap,  or  meDti«n  the 
reasons  why  he  should  not. 
Mr.  BouBNE  said,  that  a  motion  concerning  pa- 
to  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
been  lying  on  the  table  since  the  beginning 
of  last  week.   He  wished  it  to  be  read. 

Mr.  Giles  and  Mr.  Nicholas  thought  there 
conid  be  no  use  for  this  letter,  but  they  wotdd  not 
oppose  an  inquiry  for  its  production. 

The  House  then  agreed  to  a  resolution  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  W.  Smith,  the  purpott  of  which  is, 
that  the  Pbbsidbnt  op  the  United  Statbr  be 
applied  to  foi  infonnation  on  the  snbjeet,  and  re- 
qaested  to  lay  befbre  the  House  the  omitted  letter, 
or  such  parts  as  he  nuy  think  W)per.  It  was  then 
moved  and  seconded,  that  thePBBsiDEHT  be  made 
acquainted  with  the  resolation  now  adopted, 
which  was  agreed  to.  It  was  then  proposed,  that 
a  committee  of  three  members  should  be  appoint- 
ed to  wait  on  him  for  that  purpose.  The  motion 
was  negattred.  It  was  then  moved  and  agreed, 
tiiat  the  cMnmittee  should  consist  of  two  mem- 
bers. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  PaEaiDEirr 
OP  THE  United  States,  on  the  subject  of  the  re- 
cal  of  the  Minister  of  the  French  Republic.  This 
Message  states,  that  the  conduct  of  the  Minister 
had  met  with  decided  disapprobation^  and  the  Qo- 
remment  of  France  promises,  that  his  recal  shall 
be  expedited  without  delay. 

Mr.  Baldvik,  from  the  eramiittee  appointed  to 
examine  the  articles  in  whieh  the  present  estimate 
exceeds  the  appropriations  and  actual  settlements 
of  |ireceding  years,  and  report  the  causes,  with 
dieir  opinion  of  the  expediency  of  such  excess, 
made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaeeb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing the  copy  of  a  Letter  to  him  from  the  Commis- 
•ioner  of  the  Revenue,  stating  the  causes  which 
have  delayed  the  report  on  the  revenue  arising 
from  sjnTits  distilled  within  the  United  States,  and 
from  stills,  required  by  the  order  of  this  House  of 
the  seeond  <^  March  last ;  viMDh  were  r«td,  and 
ordered  to  lie  oa  the  table. 

MILITABT  BfiTABLISHMENT. 

It  Was  then  moved,  that  the  House  go  into  a 
Committee  on  the  bill  for  competing  and  better 
snpporting  the  Military  BstaUishment  of  the 
United  8tatet>. 

The  bill  was  discussed  by  paragraphs.  The 
sjwond  section  proposes,  in  subetance^  that  those 
who  continue  in  service  to  the  expiration  of  their 
enlistment,  shall  receive  thirty  doUus  in  additim 
to  their  pay,  to  be  paid  to  them  personally,  in  ptx>- 
portion  to  the  time  they  had  been  in  service.  This 
section,  after  some  debate,  was  struck  out 

A  madoa  was  made  to  strike  out  the  last  sec- 
tion vriiieh  prorides  that  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  officers  who  die,  or  are  Idlted  in  tiM  service, 
shall  be  entitled  to  three  yean'  half  pay.  This 
aiMion,  afttt  eoaaidemUe  debatt^  was  curied. 
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A  section  was  dien  |ttoposed  which  provides  for 
a  donation  of  two  famidred  acrea  of  lud  to  every 
non-commissioned  officer,  mu8iejBn,«Bd  private  w 
the  army,  at  the  end  of  ue  servioe,  provided  they 
settle  on  the  same.  This  motion,  after  sevenu 
amendments,  vras  agreed  to. 

[In  discassing  the  clauses  of  the  bill  on  the  Mitt- 
tary  BstabUshment,  Mr.  Wadsw^^tb  said,  that 
the  American  army  was  dwindhag  to  nothi^, 
for,the  want  of  proper  officers.  There  vras  bo 
suitable  encourasement  in  the  servtc^  to  coea- 
pensate  for  the  tous  and  dangers  of  a  mihtary  iife. 
Many  (Aeers  would  resiga  their  eoamiissioBa,  if 
they  couldadygetOoToiuiienttoafie^of  tham. 
It  would  be  neceoary  to  make  an  angmeatatien 
of  ^eir  pay,  or  do  something  else  to  encourage 
them.  There  was  no  ineitemeal  in  tlus  war,  upon 
the  principles  of  honor,  because  we  had  been  told 
that  the  war  itself  was'  infemoos.  Some  provi- 
sion ooght  to  be  made  for  the  widows  and  ohildiaa 
of  officers.  Many  of  die  widows  <tf  olAeetB  had 
been  reduced  to  work  with  their  own  hands  for 
bread,  while  their  children  had  been  sent  to  «chool 
by  a  subscription  among  their  neighbors. 

Mr.  Clabk,  in  reply,  said,  that  Uiere  vrete  mmf 
soldiers  who  would  gladly  resign.  If  an  <^ccr 
had  twmty-^even  dollars  per  month,  and  a  soldier 
but  three  or  four,  is  it  not  proper  tliat  the  Oovam- 
ment  shoold  provide  as  well  for  the  wldovrs  cod 
children  of  soldiers,  as  of  t&een  1  He  was  cm- 
fident  that  the  army  eonld  find  -plenty  of  officeta. 

Bfr.  Claibobrb  was  irfi^uioadiiUthewidowa 
and  children  of  stddiers  were  as  much  flesh  tatd 
Uood  as  those  of  officers ;  and  that  the  State  was 
as  much  obliged  to  the  soldiers  as  to  the  oSem. 
The  latter  were  better  paid  than  the  former,  aod 
so  were  more  likely  to  leave  something  behind 
them  for  the  support  of  their  Amibes.  He  mid 
that  we  lived  under  a  Republioan  Govei  nnieit, 
where  all  ranks  of  men  were  equally  entitled  to 
the  prouction  of  the  Sute. 

Mr.  Shilie  considend  it  as  highly  unjust  that 
there  should  be  so  great  a  difierenee  between  the 
pay  of  an  officer  and  that  of  a  soldier.  It  was 
proper  to  support  rank,  but  the  principle  was  ear- 
ried  too  far.  He  would  only  ask  what  sort  of  men 
officers  were,  and  what  solcuers  were  ?  He  knew 
of  no  distinction.  Why,  thea,  should  we  provide 
for  the  widows  and  the  chilomi  of  the  t^Eteers, 
and  not  for  those  of  the  soldiers,  -whai  the  latter 
had  but  four  dollars  per  month  1 

The  foct  is,  said  Mr.  Svitr,  of  Maryland,  tktt 
your  best  officers  have  either  left  the  army,  or  are 
daily  leaving  it.  The  General  finds  it  necessary 
to  force  them  to  stay.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Claibobke,]  had  seen  service,  and 
was,  Mr.  S.  believed,  as  a  good  a  Rep<Aticaii  as 
any  in  that  House.  He  surely  must  know  that 
the  services  of  men  of  education  cooM  not,  in  any 
part  of  the  vrorld,  be  obtained  at  the  same  rate  as 
those  of  the  inferior  classes.  Qentlemen  mt^t 
speak  of  equality,  but  in  practice  the  thing  was  laa- 
possible.  As  to  women  it  was  well  enough  known 
wtot  sort  of  ladies  oommcmly  followed  the  eanm. 
It  vronld  be  absurd  lo  plaee  them  <m  a  level  with 
widows  «f  effieers)  or  to  nupptrn  Aat  tfcay  <cl 
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served  eqaally  the  protection  of  the  State.  The 
lime  would  ^rfaaps  come  when  -m  should  repent 
of  Itaring  intrusted  the  army  in  other  hands 
than  those  which  at  present  kept  it  togedier. 

Mr.  Claiboknb  said^  that  some  of  the  officers 
who  retired  from  the  army  Were  men  of  pleasure. 
He  repeated  his  remarks  npon  equality. 

Mr.  Wadsi^ortb  said,  that  we  mi^t  talk  of 
Republican  armies,  and  Republican  principles,  as 
lone  w  we  iileased.  By  the  former  he  onderstood 
nothinff  more  than  an  army  raised  by  a  Republic. 
If  good  officers  were  not  kept,  it  was  certain  the 
army  must  go  to  nothing,  for  it  was  As  impossible 
to  inarch  an  army  into  tne  field  withont  officers, 
as  it  was  for  that  House  to  do  business  without  a 
Speaker  or  a  Chairman.  He  knew  of  many 
yotuur  men  who  were  fond  of  going  into  the  army 
as  officers.  But  time  and  reflection  conriifoed 
Aem,  for  which  he  was  Tery  sorry,  that  it  was  not 
worth  while  for  any  gentleman  to  spend  his  life 
m  the  sernce.  The  consequoice  was,  that  the 
American  army  was  losing,  as  fast  as  possible,  its 
hcatoflkers.] 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
with  ammdments. 

ToESOAT,  January  31. 

A  Message  was  recetred  from  the  Pkebidbnt 
or  TBB  UmTED  States,  eommunieating  state- 
iMnts  TBspectiag  the  duties  on  distilled  spirits; 
also^  smdry  kws  ^ieh  have  been  passed  by  the 
Qmrmamt  Northwest  of  the  Ohio. 

A  petitnin  of  several  o(  the  late  (rfbsers  and  pri- 
TBles  of  the  first  Pennsylvania  regiment,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  atul  read,  praying  compensa- 
tion for  military  services  renderea,  and  losses  and 
injuries  sustained,  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  daring  the  late  war. 

Ordard,  That  Ae  said  petition,  tc^ether  with 
Ae  petition  of  Catherine  Myler,  which  lay  on  the 
table,  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with 
instnictton  to  examine  the  same,  and  report  his 
t^ittion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

Orderedj  That  the  memorial  of  the  peoide 
called  Soakers,  at  their  yearly  meeting,  held  in 
Rhode  EsUnd,  in  the  veai  1793,  which  lay  on  the 
table,  be  referred  to  Mr.  TntjuBnu^Mr.  Ward, 
Hr.  €hi.B8,  Mr.  Talbot,  and  BIr.  Qbote  }  that 
they  do  examiike  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the. 
Boose. 

BSr.  Vchablb.  firom  the  committee  appointed  to 
inqtme  into  ana  report  a  state  of  facts  respecting 
sundry  French  Tesels  which  have  taken  refuge 
in  the  ports  of  Uie  United  States,  and  their  opinion 
on  Ae  propriety  of  remitting  the  foreign  tonnage 
thereon,  made  a  report ;  which  Was  r^,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  ^e  table. 

MHITARr  E8TABLI8HMENT. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
mests  reported  yesterday  by  die  Committee  of 
die  Whole  House  to  the  bill  for  completing  and 
better  tmpporting  the  Military  Estatdishment  of 
dK  United  States.  The  first  Anendment,  tastrike 
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out  the  second  section,  was,  <»i  the  Question  put 
therenpoB,  agreed  to  by  the  House.  The  seaavcl 
amendment  to  strike  out  the  last  seotiOn,  in  tks 
words  following,  to  wit : 

'*And  be  it  Jurther  enaeltd.  That  yearns  half 

pay  dull  bs  sliMnd  to  d  wwnmiwioned  officers  who 
duill  setTB  fat  a  tana  nofr  less  than  thne  years,  sa4 
nntil  the  Army  shall  be  dtsebarged :" 

Mr.  Smith  said  that  he  hoped  this  clause  would 
not  be  stricken  out  He  had  little  to  mr,  but  wlut 
he  had  already  remarked.  The  officers  were 
leaving  the  service  very  fiat ;  and  if  something 
was  not  done  foir  the  Army,  we  dudt  soon  see  an 
end  of  it.  No  respect  whatever  was  riiown  by 
other  ettizens  to  the  American  nnifortn. 

Mr.  Ci^ak  said  that  oertiiin  members  of  the 
Howe,  on  every  question^  were  fond  of  pranposily. 
OSieets  who  could  not  live  upon  their  pay,  could 
live  nowhere.  The  back  woods  were  not  the 
place  to  spend  much  money,  it  was  well  known 
that  there  was  another  cause  of  complaint  which 
dispersed  the  officers. 

Mr.  FoBBEBT  thought  it  necessary  to  keep  in 
the  clause.  He  had  been  informed  by  seraral 
officers  that  want  of  adequate  pay  was  a  very 
great  objection  to  staying  in  the  Army. 

Mr.  WAoawoBTH  saia  that  he  was  ^ad  to  hetr 
gentlemen  speak  out.  and  acknowledge  that  thne 
were  other  causes  of  dissatisfactioo.  None  Us 
correspondents  in  the  Army  had  told  hin  so;  hat 
he  believed  that  there  were  such  other  causes. 
As  to  spending  mraiey,  it  would  be  spent  in  the 
back  woods  as  well  as  in  the  cities,  as  the  officers 
frequently  had  to  pay  four  times  the  common 
price  for  articles  there.  He  did  not  believe  that 
we  should  loQff  have  three  efiective  companies  in 
the  Army.  He  had  nearly  given  up  his  hopes- ef 
that  Armyj  and  the  rqeetioa  of  this  cUhub  would 
ju^t  finish  It. 

The  question  on  strikine  out  this  clause  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  stood— yeas  M,  nays 
34,  as  follows : 

TiAs^Theodonu  Bslley,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Tho- 
mas Btoont,  Elias  Boudinot,  Sheaijasbub  Bourne,  Ben- 
jamin  Bourne,  Gabpel  Christie,  Abraham  CIsrkf  Pel<v  # 
Coffin,  Jodiua  Coit,  Wi^am  J.  Dswaou,  Jtmathan  D^- 
ton,  Gflom  Dent,  Samuel  Dexter,  T*homaa  FhwuuMis* 
D«ri«^t  Foster,  WaUam  B.  GDei,  James  Gille^, 
Nicolas  Oilman,  Benjamin  GooAue,  James  Goroim, 
William  B.  Orove,  Carter  B.  Harriwm,  John  Ue^ 
Danid  Reiater,  James  Haihouse,  Samud  Hidten,  Jtdu 
Hanter,  Jobi  Wakes  IQttera,  Amass  Learned,  Matthew 
Locke,  WittiBm  Lynan,  Nathudel  Maosn,  James  Ma- 
dison,  FrancU  MalbMie,  Joseph  McDowell,  Atatudar 
Msbike,  WiOam  Mmlyomery,  Andrew  Moore,  Wmsm 
Vans  Mnmy,  JosmA  Neville,  Anthony  New,  J(^ 
Nicholaa,  Natbanief  NUes,  Josiafa  Parker,  Andrew 
nckara,  PranotsPteetmi,  John  ftnilie,  Jeremiah  Bndtt, 
lanel  Smidi,  Zeq^ariali  Bittt,  Silaa  Taftot,  OeMffs 
nutcher.ThMwsTMdwaO,  iehn  E.  Ym  Allen,  PtdBp 
Van  OMIlaadt,  Abtaham  Veaable,  Pdeg  Wadsworth, 
Francis  Walker.  ArtenM  Ward,  Benjante  Williams, 
Psine  Wingate,  Ridiaid  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winstra. 

NAxa. — Fisher  Amea,  Jsmes  Anastroag,  Beat- 

g,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  David  Cobb,  Hemy  Deaxbom, 
riah  Fonas^  EaAisI  Gilbert,  Hemy  Glenn,  Thomas 
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HwUnt  WiDum  HfaiJnifn,  Williain  Irvine^  Richard 
BbndXee,  Peter  Mnhlmben,  Thomu  Soott,  John  6. 
fihertnime,  S&mael  Smith,  Williain  Smith,  Thomw 
Spiim,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Peter  Van 
Ctaaibeck,  Jeremiah  Wadswordi,  and  John  Watta. 

The  other  amendmeat,  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  Howe,  was  forthw  amended, 
and,  on  the  questicHi  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

The  House  then  proceeded  further  to  amend 
the  said  bill ;  and,  on  a  motion  made  and  seconded 
to  add  to  the  end  thereof  the  following  section,  by 
way  of  amendment,  to  wit : 

And  ht  it  further  enatted.  That,  if  an^  officer  shall 
die,  by  reason  of  wonnds  or  otherwise,  while  in  the  aer- 
▼ice  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  leave  a  widow,  or, 
if  no  widow,  shall  le^  a  child  or  children  under  age, 
■ueh  widow,  or,  if  no  widow,  soeh  diild  vi  duldren, 
duU  be  entitled  to  and  reodre  the  half  of  the  mtmthly 

Gy  to  which  the  deceased  was  entitled,  at  the  time  of 
I  deadi,  for  and  during  the  terra  of  years ;  and, 

in  case  of  the  death  or  intermarriage  of  such  widow, 

before  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of  years,  the 

hal^pay,  for  the  remainder  of  the  term,  shall  go  to  the 
support  of  the  child  or  children  of  sncb  deceased  officer, 
while  under  the  age  of  sizteen  years;  and  in  like  man- 
ner the  allowance  to  the  child  or  children  of  rach  de- 
ceased, where  dim  is  no  widow,  shall  be  paid  no  longer 
than  wbOe  there  is  a  diild  or  diildren  under  the  age 
aforesaid :  Provided,  That  no  greater  sum  shali  be  id* 
bnred,  in  any  case,'to  die  widow,  (u-  to  the  duld  or 
children  of  any  t^Bcer,  than  the  hal^pay  <tf  a  LiMitenant 
Colonel.-" 

It  was  resolred  in  the  affinnatiTe— yeas  54, 
nays  32,  as  follows : 

YxAM^ — ^Fisher  Ames,  James  Annstrong,  Elias  Bou- 
dinot,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Lambert  Cadwakder,  Joshua 
Coit,  Isaac  Coles,  William  J.  Dawson,  Jonadwn  Day- 
ton,  Svtar  Dearborn,  George  Dent,  Samuel  Dexter, 
William  Ilndl^,  Thomas  fHtssimons,  Uriah  Forrest, 
Eseldel  Oilbeit,  WilHam  B.  Giles,  James  Gillespie, 
Henry  Glenn,  James  Gordon,  Christopher  Greenup, 
Samuel  Griffin,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  ThtHnua  Hartley, 
John  Heath,  Williain  Hindman,  Jdin  Hunter,  WiOiam 
Irvine,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  William 
Lyman,  James  Madisoo,  Francis  Malbone,  William 
Mimtgomety,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Mur- 
'  ray,  Joseph  Neville,  John  JNichohu,  Andrew  Pii^ins, 
Frauds  IVeston,  Robert  Rutheifwd,  Thomas  Scott,  Sa- 
muel Smith,  William  Smith,  Thomas  %rigg,  Zcjibft- 
niah  Swift,  Klas  Talbot,  Uriah  Trai^,  Jtmadian  Trum- 
bull, John  E.  Van  Allni,  Jeremiah  Wadswordt,  John 
Watts,  Richard  Winn,  and  ]o»epix  Winston. 

NAia^llwodaruB  Baiby,  Abnham  Baldwin,  Jolm 
Beat^,  Thnuas  Blount,  ThMuas  P.  Games,  Gabriel 
Chrirtie,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Abraham  ChA,  ¥tieg 
Coffin,  Dwig^it  Foster,  Andrew  Gre^,  Daniel  Heister, 
James  HUlhouse,  Samuel  Holten,  Mathew  Locke,  Na- 
Ihanisl  Maoon,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane, 
Andrew  Mome,  Ifathanid  Nike,  Alcaander  D.  Orr,  Jo- 
siah  Fariur,  John  Smilie,  Inrael  Smith,  Thomas  Tred- 
wdl,  Riilb  Van  Cntbndt,  Abraham  VenaUe.  Peleg 
Wadsworth,  Francis  Walker,  Ansmas  Ward,  Beiuamm 
Williams,  and  Paine  Wiug^ 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ncnto,  be  engnmed,  and  read  the  diird  time  to- 
morrow. 


WBDNE8DAr,  January  22. 

An  enffrossed  bill  for  completing  and  better  sup- 
porting ute  Military  Establuhqk^  of  the  United 
States,  was  xfitA  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  hill  be  recommitted  to 
Mr.  Beattt,  Mr.  Ibtihb,  Mr.  Jebehuh  Wabb- 
TonTH,  Mr.  Dbabbobh,  and  Mr.  Van  Gaasbbck. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  ai^wilited,  pn- 
sented  a  bill  to  establish  an  uniform  system  <tf 
bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States;  'vrtiieh 
was  read  twice  and  committed. 

A  petition  of  the  manufacturers  of  paint,  in  the 
towns  of  Baltimore  and  Alexandria,  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  praying  tbat  the  duties 
imposed  on  dry  paints  imported  into  the  United 
Stales,  may  be  taken  off,  and  equivalent  duties 
laid  on  foreign  paints  ^ound  in  ou.  Also,  a  petir 
tion  of  the  dealers  in  oil  and  painters'  colors,  pray- 
ing that  the  duties  on  dry  paints  may  be  so  re- 
duced as  to  afibrd  encouragement  for  grinding 
them  within  the  United  States. 

Ordend,  That  the  said  petitions  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  enclosing  the  copy  of 
a  Letter  from  Mr.  Jefferson  to  Mr.  Hammond, 
dated  December  5, 1791,  transmitted  pursuant  to 
a  resolution  of  this  House  of  the  20th  instant; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  communicating  fur- 
ther informatitm  from^ James  Seagrove,  Agent  of 
Indian  Affairs  in  the  Southern  Department,  rela- 
tive to  a  peace  with  the  Creek  uidians ;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

COMMERCE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wnole  House  on  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  on  the  privileges  and  restric- 
tions on  the  commerce  of  United  States  in  foreign 
countries. 

Mr.  Dayton  said,  that  if  he  had  before  been 
disposed  to  enter  into  the  extensive  field  of  argu- 
ment which  was  opened  to  their  view,  by  a  resiun- 
tiou  vague  and  extensive  as  the  one  immediately 
under  consideration  of  the  Committee,  he  should 
be  deterred  from  it  by  the  example  of  gentlemen 
who  had  gone  before  him.  They  seemed  to  him 
to  have  wandered  without  any  sure  guide,  or  dis- 
tinct object ;  and,  like  persons  who  travel  in  a  di- 
cle^  to  have  sat  down  after  having  bewildered  or 
fatigued  themselves  in  the  attempt  without  arriv- 
ing at  the  end  of  their  pursuit.  This,  Mr.  D.  con- 
ceived was  almost  unavoidable^  from  the  loose  and 

general  wording  of  the  proposition.  He  was  not, 
e  said,  so  fortunate  as  to  be  present  when  tlie 
mover  of  those  resolutions  had  lavored  the  Com- 
mittee with  his  arguments  in  support  of  them ;  he 
might,  therefore,  he  presumed,  Be  indulged  in  in- 
quiring, what  was  tne  real  purpose  of  the  one 
under  discussion;  what  commercial  or  political 
doctrme  it  contained;  what  principle  iu  legi^- 
tion  it  was  intended  to  estabbsh  t  He  wished  to 
know  whether  it  was  regarded  as  a  distinct  propo* 
sition,  or  considered  as  necessarily  connected  withj 
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tad  explained  by,  the  resolntioaa  that  ft^ow  it? 
Ia  either  seose,  howsTer,  he  declared,  he  found 
objections  against  it.  As  a  distinct  proposition,  it 
imteared  to  him  highly  exceptionable,  Deeause  it 
dia  not  possess  those  qualities  which  were  indis- 
penaaUe  to  one  of  that  nature ;  it  was  indefinite, 
uiconclttsiTe,and  therefore,  of  itself,  unintelligible. 
Could  any  expession,  he  asked,  i»  more  vague 
Aftu  the  words  **in  certain  cases''  7  They  might 
erabnM^e  the  vast  wotid  of  commerce}  or  be  con- 
fitted  to  two  of  its  smallest  articles.  Neither  those 
wwds,  nor  any  other  part  of  it,  enabled  the  mind 
to  detennine  vbat  pamcolar  interasti  were  to  be 
proinotec^  or  what  objects  woe  to  be  attained  by 
tke  leatnetimu  and  duties  proposed.  Was  the 
iBemae  of  the  rerenne  dengned  by  them,  or  the 
(seooragement  and  protection  of  our  own  mano- 
*  betares,  ra  merely  a  discrimination  between  those 
nations  which  had,  and  those  which  had  not  com- 
mercial treaties  with  the  United  States?  These, 
Mr.  D.  remarked,  were  three  distinct  principles, 
each  of  them  important,  and  deserving  separate 
eoasideration,  for  they  led  to  a  very  different  course 
of  inAnines,  and  womd  produce  very  different  re- 
sults. If  (he  increase  of  the  revenue  was  meant, 
tfae  inquiry  woold'principally  be,  whether  any 
aid  iraat  articles  of  traffic  or  commerce  would 
bar  nf!w  hardens,  with  a  confidence  that  ^ey 
vooU  1^  the  increase  contemplated;  for  it  had 
been  said,  and  fnqnently  repented,  that  two  and 
two  do  not  always  make  nmr.  If  g^tlemen  were 
dispoeed  to  eneoorige  onr  own  manuftctares,  the 
^nesticm  dien  wonldbe,  on  wiiat  articles  of  foreign 
I  manafacture  we  might  venture  to  lay  prohiUtory 
I  duties,  and  oa  what  others  it  WMild  be  proper  to  im- 
pose only  protecting  duties  ?  Prohibitory,  in  cases 
where  toe  quantitm  manu&ctured  among  oar- 
selres  equalled,  os  might  aooa  be  made  to  eqtul,  our 
home  consomptitm;  and  protecting,  as  to  such 
othera  as  could  not,  for  a  considerutle  length  of 
ttme,  be  manufactured  in  this  country  in  sufficient 
qaudtiea  for  its  supidy.  But  if  the  plan  dis- 
oiBinalKm  was  the  able  object,  they  were  then, 
Mr.  D.  said,  to  take  a  very  diffinfot  vfew<tf  the 
arineet^  au  to  aim  tMr  r^ulntions  not  so  mnch 
acton  OTficies,  as  the  digente of  wMumeree, against 
natioos,  rather  than  merchandise.  They  would, 
m  this  case,  find  it  necessary  to  weif  h  and  deter- 
mine whether  the  line  of  discrimination  should  be 
dmwa  between  those  nations  in  treaty  and  tlutse 
not  in  treaty,  or  between  the  countries  (whether 
in  treaty  or  not)  which  had  manifested  a  friendly, 
and  thoae  whicn  had  manifested  a  contrary  dispo- 

sittCHL. 

If,  then,  this  propositioa,  viewed  as  an  abstract 
one,  established  no  certain  prinoii^e,  or  if  it  in- 
voLved  and  confounded  a  number  so  variant  in 
tbeix  nature  and  tendency  as  he  had  stated  them, 
there  could  no  l<»ger  exist  a  doubt  of  the  impro- 
of  agreeing  to  it.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  be  considered  as  coimeeted  with,  and 
ezpliained  by,  die  resolntions  which  follow,  there 
were  die  ttrongeat  reastms  for  passing  it  by,  and 
proceeding  to  the-second.  What  member,  Mr.  D. 
aAed,  would  be  willing  to  vote  for  a  proposition 
wlkieli  admitted  of  saeh  various  meanings  and  dif- 
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ferent  exfdanations.  and  depended  as  to  its  seftse 
upon  certain  explanatory  resolations,  each  ctf' 
which  was  to  be  separately  discussed,  and  mi^t 
be  amended,  altered,  and  even  strickeoont.  Surdy, 
he  said,  the  gentlemen  who  were  about  to  vote  for 
it  were  not  aware  of  the  embarrassment  Into  which 
such  a  step  mi^ht  lead  them.  In  the  probable  event 
of  an  alteration  of  any  of  the  other  resolutionsi 
this  fundamental  one  might  receive  a  construction, 
and  be  directed  to  objects,  which  members,  who 
assented  to  it,  had  not  foreseen,  orwonld  haretm- 
poeed  if  they  had  foieseai.  But  diis,  Mr.  D.  said, 
was  not  all}  there  vras  another  reason  against 
adopting  it  as  a  fundamental  proposttitn.  The 
articles  which  were  intended  to  explain  it,  weie. 
in  reality,  false  expositions  of  this  text.  The  third 
article  was  in  direct  opposition  to  its  letter  and 
spirit,  as  it  wait  to  estauish  a  ditniauti<m  <^  re- 
strictions and  duties  in  certain  cases,  whereas  the 
othercontempkted  <Yarther  restrictions  and  higher 
duties,"  as  the  true  means  of  promoting  the  inte- 
rest of  the  United  States.  Having  declared  his 
grounds  of  objection,  Mr.  D.  said  he  should  have 
offered  an  amendmoit,  or  proposed  a  substitute, 
were  it  not  that  he  hoped  the  Committee  woold 
agree  to  pass  over  the  first  proposition. 

Mr.  Lbb  spoke  as  follows:  The  importanee<tf 
the  resolutions  under  considemtioft,  is  luUy  mani- 
fested both  by  the  leiwth  and  suemnity  <^  die 
present  discussion,  ana  the  universal  solicitude 
which  pervades  our  fellowHsitizens.  I  have  beoi 
decfdy  impressed  with  the  awf^ess  of  the  pre- 
sent crisis ;  I  have  felt  die  magnitude  of  the  sub- 
ject before  us ;  I  have  listened  with  attention  to 
everything  which  has  been  offered  to  our  conside- 
ration; I  have  been  informed,  I  have  beeo  in- 
structed, I  have  been  delighted.  My  mind,  which 
he.sitated,  has  been  enabled  to  form  its  decision. 
And,  though,  sir.  it  may  be  tutnecessary^  after  this 
declaration,  to  take  up  any  of  the  time  or  the  Com- 
mittee, I  hope  I  shall  meet  with  their  pardon  and 
indulgence,  for  soliciting  a  small  portion  of  their 
att^ucm..  In  the  present  jealous  and  censorious 
times,  whien  it  seems  to  have  beoonte  fluihionable, 
not  more  to  Inquire  into  the  prineifdes  of  mea* 
Bures,  than  into  die  motives  (^pnbKe  agents,  the 
task  of  explaining  the  reasons  of  his  conduct,  is 
□eceanrily  impoMd  on  evety  public  servant,  irao 
does  not  wish  to  have  his  motives  misinteri^M. 
But.  Mr,  notwithstanding  I  feel  the  neeessitv  of 
exjuaining  myself  on  die  present  occasion,  both 
from  the  consideration  I  have  mentioned,  and  to 
exhibit  to  my  constituents  (whose  virtue,  industry, 
and  value  in  society,  claim'  ev«y  attention,  from 
me.  to  their  interests,)  the  reasons  of  my  conduetj 
I  should  not  ask  the  present  indulgence,  if  the 
subject  had  been  altc^ther  ^aced  in  those  lights, 
in  which  it  most  f(»ciUj[  strikes  my  mind.  And, 
under  diis  impression,  sir,  I  shotdd  be  nnwordiy 
of  the  seat  I  hold  here,  and  of  the  confidence  of 
my  fellow^Jittzens,  if  I  withheld  aught,  which  ap- 
peared to  me  conducive  to  their  interest^  and  me 

SnemI  welfiue.  Before  I  proceed  to  a  detail  of 
e  particular  consideratiims,  which  I  mean  to 
bring  into  the  view  o(  the  Committee,  I  hope  I 
shall  be  pardoned,  while  I  Attmpt  to  eMnHiA 
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aoni«  gwenl  abstMct  jwinciples,  whkh  ^^war  to 
ne  important  to  guide  m  in  the  present  discus- 
aioa.  And,  tbouglt  at  first  view,  taejr  maf  seem 
xenwte  from  the  nut^jeet,  I  hope  the  Cosnmittee 
"wiU  patiently  attend  me  thrmgh  the  process  of 
mj  reawNuufk  to  tt^ose  conclnsiona  wnich  will 
uMiuaUf  reralt. . 

I  eoasider,  Mr.  Chairman,  human  life  as  a  sys- 
tam  of  expedients,  whether  viewed  indiTidHaUy  or 
coUectiTely.  Man,  as  an  individnaL  is  era  in  the 
pursuit  of  happiaess^  and  is  particiuarly  occupied 
in  i^iplying  those  e]q}edients  which,  under  exist- 
inff  circumstances,  are  most  likely  to  produce  it 
These  he  varies  acoording  to  the  changes  in  hia 
own  mind,  and  the  obstacles  which  cootinually 
occur  against  his  plans.  £rery  day  presents  sMoe 
aew  evil  to  be  avoided,  or  some  new  good  to  be. 
obtained.  He  avoids  the  one  and  pursues  the 
och^r,  by  the  best  mpaiM  which  the  state  of  things 
wUl  affecd.  To  do  Uua  lie  will  vary  his  means, 
avqwid  or  aecelcMUe  the  execution  of  his  plans, 
Mciienmstanees  dictate.  At  all  times  he  must 
be  the  best  judge  of  then),  and  of  whwt,  in  anjr  ex- 
isting state  of  uiin^  isBecessarytoJush^ipuuass. 
JII4M1,  also,  is  a  vanens  animal.  Heoice,  the  diver- 
nty  of  hunwa  ehaiaeter  and  human  pwuits. 
Baah  individual  takes  a  different  route  to  hMpj^' 
nees;  Mid,  being  the  best  judge  in  his  own  case, 
has  a  rig^t  to  do.  so. 

Saoieties  bein|;  the  a^re^tes  of  individuals,, 
are  animated  by  the  same  prmaiplefc.  And,  in  the 
groat  Family  of  NaUons,  as  among  individuals  in 
a  slate  Of  Nature,  eacli  nation  is  tke  best  judge  oi^ 
and  has  a  right  to  pursue,  aeeording  to  existing 
cifctMP stance*,  those  measures  which  it  thinks  n»- 
eessvy  to  its  happiness.  Every  nation,  therefore, 
baa  the  capaeibr  uid  the  rigbt,  to-form  such  a 
Ooiranimciit,aM  enact  snebkiwa,  at  every  period 
of  its  eadstcDoa,  as  the  axigencies  of  its  situation 
rataixe.  Of  tlwse  it  is  the  best  judge,  and  no  other 
natiDn  baa  a  right  to  interfere  in  the  case.  Ao- 
eovding  to  thu  principle,  we  have  acted  in  the  va- 
rious caanges  that  have  taken  place,  in  our  politi- 
cal HMtitutioas.  Other  natimu,  in  aU  fbnnerages, 
have  exercised,  and,  in  all  future  ages,  wUl  eonti- 
ttse  to  exercise  die  same  right 

As  the  nreumitanees  of  individuals  a^  various, 
a  mede  of  life  which  will  jwoduce  one  man's  hap* 
tmmf  muf  prodnee  another  man's  misery.  The 
oiicurastances  and  disposititms  of  naiUoni^  are  as 
varieus  as  the  clroumstances  and  dispgettioBs  of 
iadividuaU  andr  as  among  individual^  one  mode 
of  life  and  one  svsten  w  punuitsj  will  not  pn»- 
dnoe  envy  nim's  bappineMj;  te^  neuher  anongit 
naticM,  will  one  {otn  of  Goveraroeat  and  one 
ifelem  of  law%  suit  evecy  soeietv.  Heno^  the 
davamty  of  OoTemments,  which  hare  existed  in 
■Ucttttntries,aadinaUa^  And  bcAccs  the  revo- 
IntioBs  and  changes,  which  have  bera  ecntinuaUy 
made  in  Governments  and  laws,  as  the  exigencies 
of  things  repaired  them. 

From  these  princiides,  I  deduce  the  feUowing 
ooncluaiois:  1st  That  every  nation  has  the  capa- 
city and  the  ciffht,  at  every  period  of  its  exigence, 
t«  provide  fat  its  happiness,  aeeording  to  its  own 
InowMga  of  iu  vtutions  and  intanste.  Sd. 


'That,therei(»e^  the  j^bability  is,  that  every  an* 
tion,  under  the  existing  state  of  things,  has  thai 
Qoverament  and  those  Ism,  which  are  beat  adi^ 
ed  to  its  manners,  and  most eooeoiuuit  with  itacir> 
cunutBttecs> 

I  will  exemplify  these  cbancten.  We  know 
that  the  Government  of  Turkey  would  not  suit 
u»— we  do  not  tmow  that  our  Government  would 
suit  the  Turks.  Leaving  the  Turin  to  judge  &t 
themselves,  as  we  judge  fot  ourselves,  the  pre- 
sumption u,  that  they  Itave  a  Government  best 
suited  to  their  maimers  and  oiieunulaneea  We 
;  know  we  have  a  Cjovemmait  best  suited  to  our 
circwustances  and  our  manners. 

I  will  not  attempt  to  detail  those  citounatancea, 
which  have  given  rise  to  the  variety  of  Qoreta- 
ments,  which  now  exist,  and  have  existed  in  all 
the  former  ages  of  the  warld.  On  this  subject, 
volumes,  have  been  written,  and  volunea  nugfat 
be  written.  X  only  mean  t»  establish,  tkaX  anif 
nation,  in  emy  period  of  its  ezistenoe^  is  tba-beil 

e«  of  what  is  neocssavr  to  it*  ^afpiBea^  ■n' 
those  political  iaatiintifliis  nuMt  Minted  to  its 
situation.  Thu  is  a  tmc  RepnUican  doetrin^  It 
is  fimnded  on  the  capacity  <»  the  psople  to  judya 
for  themselves.  Weknowthatweluvetheeapaeicy 
togudge  fiw  ourselves.  Ws  shall  be  proud  and  vain, 
inaecdlif  we  denv.  to  other  nations  the  capacity  m 
judge  f<»  themselves.  We  have  the  Govemmeat 
best  suited  to  us ;  the  preswnplitn  is,  tkxt  othes 
nations  have  Governments  best  suited  to  them. 
Therefwc,  in  diaiussiag  our  relations  to  otbw  na- 
tions, I  do  not  see  the  propriety  of  introteoing  the 
nature  and  prineiides  o€  their  poUtieat  iastittwas. 
On  a  qaesuon  like  tba  present,  the  only  pniwr  in* 
quiry  IS,  whether  our  intenoorae  with  anyaatieO) 
has  a  tndeaey  t»  add  la  the  CMsfiiEt,  the  vrankh, 
and  the  strwgtb  of  the  society ;  and  not  wbMber 
it  has  a  tendency  to  alter  and  imj^ve  our  social 
institntiens }  of  these,  the  eoeiety  in  every,  penad 
of  its  existence  wiU  always  be  the  meat  eompt 
tent  judge.  Viewing  the  principles  I  ban  alBBi^ 
as  irreintgable,  bei^jr  foouded  on  the  nature  ot 
man,  the  univosaL  usage  of  nations,  and  ouaowa 
practice,  I  will  new.  turn  my  attention  to  soma 
of  the  arguments  whieh  have  beoi  ucged  during 
the  discitSBiQD.  In  .tha  course  «f  my  observatioBS, 
I  may  occasionaUy  imdy  the  priAU{dta  whieh  I 
have  established.  I  snaU  not  ga  into  a  detail  of 
04»(unci!cial  feets.  Tbis  has  Men  folfar  done  by 
perscms  more  competent  to  the  task.  The  Com- 
mittee must  be  fully  possessed  «f  them.  I  shail 
Mily  consider  saoh  obsemdons  as  iwrelva  h»* 
portant  rainciples. 

My  «oUMgae,  [Mr.Maniso«J  who  intndoeod 
the  resoloikms,  and  he  has  been  ioUowed  in  tba 
idea  by  every  other  Midem>»«te  baa  spoken  in 
support  of  tton, saidthat  Uie  jweasnt Geirammaic 
oti^uated  from  tbe  inu^iacity  of  C«ifed«» 
tion,  and  v£  tbe  individual  States  t«  regulate  our 
commenta  with  feseign  countries,  and  seemed  to 
intimate  that,  to  counteract  the  restrietions  of 
Great  Britain  with  regard  to  <wr  trade  was  the 
principal  inducemmt  to  its  adoption.  Though  I 
disapprove  of  api^ying  to  uiy  source  but  itself  for 
the  mftsrpietatioB  <tf  aa  instmraent  iriueb  vns  in- 
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taaded.  ^  all  Uhmm,  to  be  its  own  expositor,  I  will 
go  b«ok  wiUi  my  cotiMgOB  to  those  aooiea  which 
pneeded,  and  indmed  the  estaUishiaent  <^  the 
pcesnt  Ccmstitutioii.  I  shall  go  back  with  plea- 
sure, becMue,  being  then  in  wi  infiucr  or  my 
pnUiieal  life,  I  was  witness  to  Uioee  first  essays  to 
ragtdate  oar  eomraeroe,  which  his  patriotism  in- 
daced  him  to  make}  and  which  finally  tenoinated 
in  the  establishment  of  oar  present  hi^y  Gorem- 
menL  I  my,  sir,  I  was  witnesa  to  his  exertiona— 
not  I  only,  Mr.  Chairman,  but  all  America,  has 
been  witness  to  his  exertions.  We  all  know  the 
share  he  had  in  tomun^  the  present  Constitution, 
aad  itfomotiDg  its  adoi^oD.  I  know  that  the  Coo* 
raicion  at  Auiapelis,  to  rc^piUte  our  trade,  prin- 
cii^ly  originatcKl  from  himj  I  know  that  the 
gnmd  Convention  wfadch  formed  onrCwistitutioa 
was  the  coaaequence  of  this,  and  originated  from 
him.  And,  here,  I  cannot  hesUate,  as  a  member 
otm  bxfftf  eemnonity,  to  pay  that  tribaie  of  m- 
tiiud«  ana  thBnk8,irtuch  my  heart  has  always  felt 
l»  th«  nan^  whose  eowcitt  and  vji/uiuma  ban 
haea  so  inslnnmtal  to  o«r  hapfiness. 

BCr.  Chairman,  while  I  a^ee  with  mr  colleague, 
tbat  the  frst  essays  from  which  our  Constitution 
arose  had  relation  only  to  our  tiade;  he  wilLIam 
HUB,  acknowledge  thai  this  was  not  the  only  ob- 
ject for  which  the  gnnd.ConTentiott  met,  he  will 
acknowledge  that  mis  is  not  the  iwincipal  otgeot 
OBniemjJaied  by  the  CMwtitution.  The  power  of 
^ftdatug  commerce  is  an  inferior  power  vested 
Wtth  much  more  important  powers  in  the  Con- 
gyeas  of  the  United  States.  But,  sir,  I  need  not 
■aake  a  cemparison  between  the  ranooa  powers 
a£  Congress.  What  does  this  sovereign  act  of  the 
people aeclare  to  be  their  intention;  I  needooly 
up  eat  thMT  words: 

*' We,  dte  people  of  the  United  Statee,  in  wder  to 
ftns  a  man  perfed  UbImi,  estabttdi  justice,  iumre  do* 
"letraiqpufitf,  provide  ht  Ae  eonunea  Mnee,  pie* 
the  geaaval  wel&n,  and  eeeme  the  Uesrinasef 
'  10  eatssiesi  and  oar  posterity,  do  cidain  and  ee- 
I  «Us  CcMtfMtkia  te  «»  UiM  8Mas  of  Am> 

In  these  words,  we  see  the  soverei^ty  of  the 
Mople  exercised  on  one  of  those  occasions  which 
I  have  before  stated  in  foiming  a  Qovemmrat,  and 
we  hear  the  purposes  for  which  they  formed  it.  It 
does  not  say  that  it  was  formed  to  regulate  our 
eommarce.  ^e  people  had  more  important  ob- 
jects in  view.  I  do  not  think,  therefore,  that  so 
much  stress  ought  to  be  laid  on  this  idea^  as  gen- 
demen  have  been  inclined  to  bestow  on  iL 

Kit,  having  been  induced  to  go  back  to  the  pe- 
riod* which  gave  birth  to  our  Constitution,  I  shall 
be  excused,  if,  before  I  return  to  the  present  sub- 
ject, I  take  a  review  of  the  then  existme  drcum- 
stances  of  the  United  States.  We  had  then  a  Go- 
vernment contemned  abroad,and  despised  at  home, 
incapable  of  commanding  the  respect  of  foreign 
nations  or  the  obedi^ice  of  our  own  citizens.  Its 
cre£t  was  sunk  abroad  and  at  home.  Debts  were 
accomulating  in  Europe  and  in  America.  Our 
emnmerce  was  almost  annihilated,  our  agriculture 
languished,  p^ier  tenders  existed  in  some  States, 


the  tiea  of  confidenoe  between  man  and  man,  and, 
consequently,  the  ties  of  morality  were  lff(4ea 
asunder;  nay.  aaimoaitieH  betwetuk  the  States  be- 
gan to  prevul^  instead  of  fratenialconooid.  Sack 
was  the  situation  of  the  United  States,  and  to  la- 
medy  these  evils  was  the  Ctmstitution  made.  Hu 
it  not  produced  the  intended  effects?  That  it  ha«f 
I  need  only  am»eal  to  the  feelings  of  every  feUow- 
citizm  who  bears  me.  I  shou^  thmfore,  on- 
necessarily  take  up  the  time  of  the  Committee  in 
enumerating  the  various  blessinm  which  it  haa 
showered  on-  our  country.  I  wul  only  mentioa 
the  stimulus  which  our  agriculture  has  received. 
In  traveling  through  the  various  parts  of  the 
United  States,  I  find  fields,  alew  years  ago,  waste 
and  uncultivated,  filled  with  inhabitantiB,  and  co- 
vered with  harvests  t  new  habitatioiv  reared,ean- 
tentmwt  in  every  face,  plenty  on  every  board, 
confidence  is  restored,  and  every  man  is  sue  under 
his  own  vine  and  his  own  fig  uae,  and  thare  is 
none  to  make  him  a£raid.  To  ^pduoB-thieeAlwV 
was  the  intention  1^  the  Constitatioa,  and  not  flola* 
ly  to  regulatf  our  trade,  and  itbas  saeeeeded.  Bat 
I  feel  mysdi  wanderiiu' fnna  the  sal)|eet. 

The  Committee  wm  readily  perceive  that  I 
have  heen  led  into  ny  last  observatieas,  beoaage, 
gentlemen  have  assigned,  as  an  important  reason 
m  snraortof  the  resolutions,  that  the  Constitation 
had  been  principally  framen  with  a  view  to  thia 
object.  I  think  I  have  shown  that  too  ranoh  iv^ 
portance  has  been  given  to  this  idea. 

I  think  ray  colleague  also  obsatved,  .that  if  tba 
measures  he  had  new  proposed  were  not  ad^ted 
at  this  time^  aftar  a  new  election,  and  a  full  wft^ 
seotation  of  our  fellow-citixens,  be  would  despair 
of  ever  seeing  them  succeedj  and  1  think  he  a»- 
signed  this  reason*  and  it  gave  me  pain  wWftika 
uttered  it,  that  the  sabjecta  of  Bri wn,  in  aeaaa- 
^uence  of^  the  tntereat  they  had  in.ow  trade  and 
m  our  pecuniary  institutioBa,  waald,aov>ue»pM- 
dominant  influence  over  pur  public  eonneils.  Thin 
idea  was  more  fully  dilated  upon  by  a  ui  nlli  iaa 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr  Fiimaw.]  The  dao0K 
erf*  this  influence  «eemed  to  be  thaprmcHnl  rmam 
why  he  wished  to  lessen  our  commercial  intei^ 
course  with  Britain.  Theg«)tlc^DUA,perb^pB,did 
not  perceive  the  full  extent  of  this  obeecvacion.  U 
wounds  dee^y,  in  my  opinion,  the  HrrrWy*" 
punciikle ;  and  1  am  sore  neither  of  them  inleadn 
ed  to  do  this.  It  goes  to  deny  the  eomiMteaey. 
of  the  people  to  goveim  themadves.  It  goes  ta 
aaeert  that  we  are  better  jadgcs  of  the  fiiUve  exi- 
gencies of  thesoetety  than  these  who  mU  live  ^er 
us.  The  png^  on  fomer  ooeaaiaBa  have  bean 
found  posKsaed  m  vutoe  iad  knomrledae  e^aal  Ja 
the  preservMion  of  their  liberties  and  inteaosta. 
What  right  have  we  to  say  thai,  hereafter,  their 
will  be  lesswise  and  less virtvous ?  Letmeagain 
recur toformerex^rience.  Attheoooaiaenaemart 

our  struggle  with  Britain,  they  earlaiidy  had  all 
the  commercial  influence  over  os  which  the  ma> 
nop(rfy  of  oiu-  trade  could  give.  What  did  it 
amount  to  ?  It  neither  dam^  oar  eouiage,  nor 
checked  oar  unanimity ;  and  why  snpnose  less  vir- 
tue in  onr  citizens  now  that  an  uvc  beoome  firea^ 
and  eajoy  the  fiaits  of  order  and  food  Gova»> 
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ment,  than  when  we  existed  in  the  Colonial  de- 
pendence? 

The  same  geDtleman  from  PraDsylrania,  and 
another  of  my  colleagaes,  [Mr.  Nicbol&s,]  expa- 
tiated largely  on  the  miscoiefs  of  credit.  My  col- 
league, howerer,  very  justly  and  frankly  acknow- 
ledged, that  it  was  questionable  how  far  Govem- 
ment  nad  a  rieht  to  interfere  in  the  pecuniary 
concerns  of  individuals.  But,  whatever  mav  be 
the  mischiefs  of  credit,  I  do  not  tbiok  they  will  be 
prerMited  by  sumptuary  laws,  or  laws  which  may 
be  calcolated  to  operate  that  way ;  and  I  doubt  the 
eonsivtency  of  suea  laws  vrith  cirll  liberty.  There 
is  only  one  remedy-  which  occurs  to  me— it  is  a 
proper  adminirtration  of  justice  betwem  man  and 
man.  Establish  this;  compel  cvot individual  to 
pay  his  debts :  when  this  is  done,  the  society  will 
hare  no  reason  to  limit  his  expenses,  or  to  appre- 
h«nd  eril  from  his  example.  But  this  important 
part  of  social  police  belongs  psculiarW  to  the  State 
QoTemments ;  they  hare  the  only  efieetual  means 
of  prerenting  the  mischiefs  of  credit  and  presenr- 
ing  the  purity  of  morals.  Cooffress  hare  not  the 
power  of  chan|^ng  the  municipal  regulations  or  the 
judicial  establishments  of  the  respectiTe  States. 

It  has  not  been  asserted,  that  our  treaties  of  com- 
merce bare  produced  us  any  advantages  as  yet. 
Our  principal  and  most  ben^ial  intercourse,  it 
has  been  jvoved,  is  with  those  nations  with  which 
we  have  no  treaties.  Oar  treaty  wiUi  France  has, 
in  the  course  of  the  last  year,  operated  to  our  in- 
tery  in  a  twoMd  d^ree.  The  asylum  given  to 
French  privateers  in  our  ports,  has  covered  our 
coasts  with  them,  and  has  therefore  prevented  the 
ships  belonginff  to  nations  which  are  most  accus- 
tencd  to  trade  with  us,  and  bayin|r  our  surplus 
produee,  notwithstanding  the  prodigious  demand 
for  part  of  it  in  Europe.  I  believe  that,  in  the 
State  of  Virginia,  this,  perhaps  combined  with 
otiier  causes,  nas  produced  an  astonishing  depres- 
lion  of  the  price  of  our  tobacco  and  grain.  In  Eu- 
n^te.  the  only  advantage  which  we  had  in  return 
ftir  these  injuries,  we  have  been  deprived  of;  the 
tteaty  has  were  been  violated  by  France,  but  every 
Ameriean  will  readily  acknowledge,  very  propeiiy 
violated,  ^en  he  etmsidav  the  necessity  ana  im- 
perious eirenmstuices  of  the  case. 

Gekitlemen  have  said,  we  onf^t  to  pass  these 
resolations  to  express  our  jgratitude  for  services 
formerly  rendered  to  us  by  the  French  nation.  As 
to  the  virtues  of  generosity  and  gratitude,  they  are 
godlike  attribotes ;  they  belong,  I  believe,  more  to 
heaven  Uian  to  earth ;  they  are  rarelv  seen  among 
Mividoal  men,  and  more  rarely  feit  by  nations ; 
and  it  has  been  acknowledged,  I  think,  in  the  Na- 
tional Convention  itself,  tnat  the  assistance  we 
received  was  rendered,  not  so  much  for  our  sakes, 
as  to  weaken  a  dangerous  and  powerful  rival. 
Bat,  gentlemen  have  said,  though  we  may  not 
h*ve  oeiivcd  an^r  peculiar  commercial  advantages 
H  yet  mm  tm  intercourse  with  France,  that  we 
nave  every  reason  to  expect  the  greatest  advan- 
tages hereafter,  from  the  ftatemal  regard  expressed 
by  dteir  present  Qovemmcnt  to  us,  and  the  simiti- 
tade  of  its  minciples  to  onrs.  If  the  Fieneh  nation 
mb  tUa  friendly  disposition  tswaris  at— and  I 


[Jam  UABT,  1794. 


verily  believe  they  do,  because  they  say  they  d<H- 
our  Constitution  baa  provided  the  means,  by  veat- 
ing  adequate  powers  in  the  PRBBinEirrand  Senate, 
of  meeting  them  on  the  ground  of  a  new  treaty, 
and  I  rely  with  full  confiiwnce  on  this  subject,  on 
the  wisdom  and  {Mtriotism  of  the  Constitutitmal 
authority.  But,  sir.  I  do  not  think  the  gentlemen 
spoke  accurately,  wtien  they  mentioned  the  simili- 
tude of  the  priuciples  of  the  present  French  Con- 
stitution to  ours.  But.  supposing  the  resemblance 
existed — which,  I  shall  [vesenUy  show,  does  not— 
have  we  any  reason  to  eonelodi^  fran  the  past 
history  of  nation^  that  such  a  resemblance  Aeeea- 
sarilr  begau  friendship  and  cordiality?  Histny 
exhibits  the  &ct  diflnentiy.  Witness  the  wars 
between  Carthue  and  Rome ;  the  jealousies  and 
wars  between  the  different  Repubhcs  ai  Greece : 
witness  our  own  experience,  the  animosities  which 
began  to  arise  between  the  States^  previous  to  the 
adoption  the  present  Government,  and  the  diffi- 
culty of  producing  that  adoption.  The  truth  is, 
nations,  in  their  intercourse  with  <Hie  another,  re- 
gard nothing  but  their  interest ;  hence  the  alliance 
so  fre4]uent  between  Commonwealths  and  Mo- 
narchies, more  frequent  tiuut  between  Commoa* 
wealths  themselves. 

But,  as  peculiar  emphasis  is  laid  on  the  simili- 
tude of  the  priacii^es  of  the  French  Government 
to  the  principles  of  ours,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of 
api^ying  the  principal  truts  their  Qovemment 
to  om  situation.  Th&x  RepaUic  is  tne  and  indi- 
risiUe ;  our  RepaUic  consists  of  aovereiyn  States, 
having  extensive  and  important  local  jurisdictions, 
and  a  diversity  of  laws  and  interests.  Does  oar 
Republic,  then,  resemble  that  of  France,  in  this 
leading  featuret  Consolidation  these  States  have 
ever  deemed  fatal  to  their  liberties  and  hapi»ness, 
and  he  would  be  deemed  a  traitor  to  his  country 
who  should  propose  to  render  our  Republic  one 
and  indivisible.  So  jealous  are  the  States  on  this 
head,  that  they  have  generally  demanded  aa  alt«r- 
ati<m  in  that  part  of  the  Constitution  which  sub- 
jects them  to  suits  in  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  Senate  has  already  sent,  for  oar 
consideration,  an  amendment  to  that  effect.  The 
French  Executive  is  {dnral;  their  Legislative  is 
single.  This  idea  is  coanter  to  the  practice  d 
almost  all  the  States,  and  to  the  division  of  powers 
in  our  Goastitoticm.  Will  any  gentleman  say  that 
such  a  form  of  Government  is  suited  to  our  ideas 
and  our  circumstances?  Iseverypartof  the  United 
States  in  a  situation  to  extend  the  idea  of  equality 
as  far  as  it  has  been  carried  in  France  1  I  believe 
no  gentleman  will  say  it  is.  The  conflwratioos, 
the  desolations,  and  tne  bloody  scenes  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, might  also  then  be  exhibited  on  our  peaceful 
and  nappy  plains. 

Mr.  Chairman,  let  not  anv  gentlemap  misun- 
derstand me ;  let  not  any  gentleman  suppose,  when 
I  show  that  there  is  no  similarity  betweeo  our 
Government  and  the  French  Constitution,  that  I 
mean  to  dert^te  from  the  wisdom  of  the  latter. 
I  only  mean  to  prove  that  their  Government  is 
not  like  oursjand  would  not  suit  us.  The  French 
are  a  brave,  a  generoas,  and  enlightened  nation. 
They  have  pelrormed  the  most  bnlliant  aehiere- 
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meats  on  the  recc^ib  of  man }  they  hare  broken 
the  chaini  of  de^>otisin;  tfaejr  have  obliterated 
kierarchieftl  and  feudal  tyranny }  they  have  ezer^ 
eised  that  power  which  beion^  to  all  nations,  of 
establiahing  a  QoTenuuent  suited  to  their  owx 
eimimstanees ;  ther  deserve  to  be  happy  under 
it,  and  I  pray  that  they  may  be  sa  Bat,  sir,  as  it 
has  been  so  faihionaue  to  bring  into  our  view 
eompaiifioiu  between  differeat  natioM,  I  hope  1 
diall  be  indolged  wh«ft  I  compare  the  Qorem- 
nwDte  of  the  Bute*  in  Ahmckb,  to  this  Britiib 
€loTemmeBt.  If  any  similitude  cxiits  between 
.tfie  American  Gtoreraments  and  foreign  Goveni- 
ments,  the  resembiance  most  strongly  relates  to 
the  British  GoTemnwnL  Their  Sxecutire  is  sin- 
1^  their  LcgidMive  is  divided  into  two  Houses. 
Dora  are  graexally  the -ontliaes  of  our  Oorero- 
Ments;  we  have  only  improTad  on  the  British 
model,  by  renderimg  obt  tmnic  fonctionaiies  mote 
responsible  to  the  people,  yfz  have  ^Ushed 
lendsd  rigbt8,wehave  abolished  perpetuities:  and 
thue  is  no  remnant  of  the  ancient  tjrstem  of  tbings 
aiBcmg  us,  except  thai,  in  some  States^  landa  are 
wnjuMlyexemtpted  from  the  payment  (tf' debts.  To 
be  SBre,  ererv  part  of  a  man's  pn^mty  should 
unrar  hie  obligatioDs;  Uie  law  of  Haaon  and  the 
law  of  mnrality  le^obe  it;  and  sooo,  I  hqie,  dm* 
this  stain  on  American  pnt»ci|ile8  will  be  forever 
raBored. 

When  I  state  theee  fiMts— and  I  think  they  cmk 
Bot  be  denied — I  do  not  mean  to  luMify  thecpa^ 
dloet  of  the  Cabinet  of  BriUin.  I  Mel  resentmeot, 
as  >du[4C  u  uy  other  centlenftn.  for  the  rAention 
of  the  Western  posts.  I  suspect  them  of  mfiiiendly 
offices,  both  with  r^aid  to  oar  bidian  war,  and 
with  regard  to  the  depredations  eoouttitted  on  our 
trade  by  the  Algerine  corsairs.  Bat  1  am  not  scat 
here  to  indn^,at  all  hazards,  ny  reaenltocBU) 
bat  to  provide  wt  the  wel&ie  of  my  country,  in 
the  best  manner  tbat  circumstances  will  permit. 
I  shall  be  ready  to  join  gentlemen  in  any  mea- 
sares  to  brin^  Qreat  Britain  to  an  explanation  of 
all  the  injuria  which  we  may  sappoee  we  have 
KoeivMi  from  ha. '  If  she  refutes  to  do  us  jnstiee, 
«e  may  thea,  uid  it  vriH  then  be  time  eaioiigh  to 
dctennine  oa  the  lAeaiares  peeper  to  be  pursued. 
We  ham  alwa]^  aa^de  means  of  redress  within 
our  p»wer,witho«trctonuigtothe  |ff(^)eeed  men- 


But,  sir,  disnuBsiag  onr  resentment  against  the 
Cftbioet  ot  Britam^-separatiUK  the  people  frem  the 


Covrt,  ^  eommunity  from  the  Administration- 
let  nsdispassienately  look  back  on  their  h^ory. 
C?CBsar  and  Tacitus,  in  the  ages  in  which  du^ 
lived,  tflsU  OS  that  this  people  hM  a  high  sebse  and 
were  ever  jealous  of  their  liberties.  Coming 
down  to  penode  more  within  our  biowledge,  we 
fiobd  th«n  struggling  with,  and  gradually  s&iking 
the  ecclesiastic  and  fesdal  tyranny,  which 
1mm  overwhelmed  the  rest  of  Eurow^  Laltle  more 
dum  a  century  ago,  we  see  them  bringing  one  ty- 
rmut  to  the  seam%  and  banishiBg  aaooier.  in 
ibis  little  comer  of^the  ^obe  abne,  in  the  dwA 
ages  €4  the  worid,  when  ig^oraace,  superstition. 
mod  op^ession,  hsd  enveloped  Asia,  Aiiiea,  and 
Barope.  the  flame  of  liberty  was  kept  alive.  To 
Sd  Gov.— 10 


l^m  we  are  indebted  for  our  knowledge  of  civil 
rights  and  civil  liberty,  and  the  inetitations  most 
favorable  to  them.  From  them  we  derive  the 
foundations  of  our  laws ;  from  them,  both  we  and 
the  French  have  derived  the  inestimable  trial  by 

iury.  The  forefathers  of  New  EUigtaud,  (who 
lave  established  io  that  cotmtry  the  wisest  insti- 
tutional, for  the  perpetuation  of  numan  liberty  and 
homm  hairiness,  which  ^e  world  hasever  seen,) 
driven  away  by  the  tlwn  exnting  tynnny  of  BagJ 
land,  bnwght  widi  them  ^t  flaone  which  has 
animated  and  illuminated  the  gloomy  forests  ^ 
America,  and  spread  from  thence  a  beam  of  li|^ 
to  France.  Every  geaerow  Ameriean  wilt  ex- 
cuse m%  I  am  sore,  wlwn  I  do  not  permit  my  re- 
sentments to  die  Cabinet  of  Britam.  to  destroy 
altogetho*  my  respect  for  a  people,  wao  were  the 
champions  of^Kbertv,  when  no  ocner  champtoas 
existed,  and  who,  1  hope,  wiU  never  etmsant  to  be 
slaves. 

I  have  taken  up  much  time  of  the  Committee } 
much  remains  to  be  said ;  I  will,  however,  add 
but  yttle.  It  would  be  a  cc^ous  subject  to  inquire 
into  the  capacity  of  different  eoontries  to  siif^r 
themselves  with  those  artieles  which  the  Uaiteo 
States  ure  most  capable  of  furnishing.  Also^  what 
new  sources  of  supply  might  be  opmed  te  Cteaat 
Britain,  if  in.  stopped  our  intereonise  vidi  her  j 
and,  in  that  case,  what  o&er  countries  wiUbe  m 
a  cafpaoity  to  buy  what  we  can  spare,  or  furnish 
Qs  with  what  we  nuiy  waat.  We  do  not  know 
what  new  countries-  nuy  be  improved,  nor  how 
far  the  old  may  be  inclined  to  turn  their  attentioa 
to  ogriculturc.  This  subje^  involves  the  whole 
eooaomv  of  natioBs;  perhaps  -it  8nr)Q«sses  the 
hnowlcttm  of  any  gentleman  to  deveiope  it  I 
confess  that  I  am  wholly  incon^tent  to  the  tniJic 
May  it  not^  therefbre,  be  the  wisest  policy  of  the 
nation,  which  is  in  ito  infimcy,  in  strength,  in  arts, 
and  manu&otures,  to  leave  thingE  in  Unt  cotum 
in  which  die  existing  circumstances  of  the  wt^ft 
have  placed  them,  and  which  cmitinually  adds  to 
its  prosperity)  R  is  certain  ^t,  wtthinroar.yenn 
past,  out  maonfactBEes  and  navigatioa  have  i»- 
crei^ed  prodidnonsly,  under  the  existing  system  of 
comnuvee.  Onr  eoastmg  trade,  bong  seeuacd  to 
om  oilicras,  is  opmting  rapidly  to  increase  Ameii' 
can  seamen  and  American  tonnage.  If  the  pre> 
sent  stale  of  imien  aiid  prosperity  oontinnes,  this 
will  he  a  continiiallT  incfeasing  and  poswrf ul  nor* 
sery  of  dipping  and  of  seamen.  I  belisva-thot  it  is 
a  met,  that  the  mtercoune  of  the  different  parts  of 
Qretd  Britain  with  each  other,  is  ngarded  in  thai 
country  as  a  more  impntaat  nursery  of  seasm 
than  aU  their  fweign  commerce.  Tikis  eoKainlf 
depends  very  much  on  their  coal  trade;  and  whan 
coal  becomes  a  common  fuel  anwag  lu,  we  have 
the  same  means  of  increasing  our  ihimnng  ud 
seamen. 

h  is  certaioly  worthy  of  inquiry,  whether  it  ba 
wise  to  divert  the  atmitton  of  onr  eitiseas  Aon 
agrienlmre  to  o^  pursuits)  Whedier  aoricab- 
tnre  be  not  the  employotent  mott  fkTorable  to 
virtue  and  morality;  and,  consequently,  to  the 
h^poiness  and  stahibty  of  society?  And  ^edier 
agneultvre^  in  the  present  state  of  the  world,  be 
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iMt  the  most  profitable  as  well  as  the  most  happy 
pwMiit  tax  ibneriean  citixens?  it  is  worthy  (H 
Bqniiy,  icihether  the  MKrteetion  of  QwaX  Kitain 
frcxn  inrasioD  and  subjagation,  depeadiiig  on  her 
naritime  force,  it  can  be  expeetea  that  she  will 
kUx  hei  rbvigatkn  Act,  which  alone  sapports  and 
eherishe*  the  means  of  her  s^ety,  and  whether  it 
(mght  to  be  expected  1  It  is  worthy  of  inquiry,  in 
ease  she  should  coontemct  the  proposed  regtila* 
lifuu,  whether  war  may  not  be  ue  conseqnence. 
onr  rerenue  be  deBtroyeo^andwith  these  our  pobUc 
Medit  and  our  agrieoltoret  nay,  oar  GoTenuaaent 
itMlf  1  Ou  these  sotgeetB,  thm^^  important  .and 
•spious  in  the  extreme,  I  will  not  enlarge. 

At  leaat,  before  w«  enter  into  meMures  which 
may  endanger  our  peace  and  our  rcrenoe,  we 
OBght  to  proride  the  means  of  defenee,  asd  to  in- 
aare  to  erety  person,  by  Uie  {woTisioa  «ff  aesf^ 
finds,  the  inroperty  which  the  laws  haTe  gtMian- 
teed  to  him.  Until  ffentlemea  shall  propose  some 
cffecceal  measure  of  this  sort,  it  wul  oe  hwhiy 
improper  to  hasard  the  safety  and  credit  of  our 
wremment  on  the  contiag«ad«s  of  coparimenta. 
One  truth  I  know:  that,  in  the  present  course  of 
inings,  we  may  enjoy  a  greater  shve  of  prosperity 
than  erer  fell  to  the  lot  any  other  pei^fHC.  1 
hiMW,  alsoj  that  suoag  as  nataie  has  made  us  oa 
the  dcfiansiTe— hombung  and  painful  as  the  iden 
■ay  be  to  some— compared  with  the  nations  oi 
Airopt,  we.  are  but  an  «toiB,  in  paint  of.  atieiigth, 
is  Bnropean  ^Mcs.  I«ee,to^BiiRi]»econTufced 
M  Us  finmdaooM,  and  Amuahing  no  eettain  elna 
M  gnide  onxiHmdiMt.  l8eeAiiwriea,attheaame 
tilu,  rapidly  mciceaug  in  maltb  nnd  strength. 
Klider  aoeh  eiroimalaneea  and  such  impressions, 
It  is  mjr  dnty  to  t^poae  the  residations  oucr  com- 
adeialian.  Penait  me  to  add  a  word  oouceming 
myself:  I  mu  a  &mer ;  I  derive  only  a  coD^pfr* 
tanae  from  the  tillage  of  the  earth ;  I  can,  thoe- 
fgt^  hare  no  i^erest  distinct  from  that  of  the 
aoaiety. 

Mr.  Smilib  rose  to  take  some  notice  of  a  few 
obserratione  which  had  £ille&  from  the  gentleman 
last  u{t,  [Mr  Lbb.]  That  gentleman  (he  said) 
had  laid  down  a  set  (tf  pruiciples  on  wUdi  he 
ibundad  hb  acgument.  He  had  said  that  ererr 
society  had  a  right  to  fcarn  the  Qorerament  wfaioh 
Aey  eOBCflired  nest  suited  to  their  cireomstances. 
Chnnted)  awL  aba  that  vrery  OoVeznawnt  that 
eodats  ia  the  beat  mr  the  people  goTcraed  by  it; 
(Us  he  coaU  not  a^^  ta 

SyUm  Mr.  Lbb  utemrpted  Mr.  SiiiLnl  to-exh 
flaoi.  He  sMed  that  hie  assertion  was,  that,  as 
«n  chum  a  right  to  choose  our  own  CtoTemraetit, 
we  not  to  deny  to  other  nations  the  saaae 
and  ongfat  to  presnme  that  every  muion  has 
ifaM  best  suited  to  its  particular  situation,  of  wluoh 
enah  is  the  best  judge.} 

Mr.  Smilib  continued,  by  inquiring  hew  it  is 
possible  for  nations  groaning  under  au  the  fetters 
of  despotism,  awed  by  staniteig  armies,  and  was^ 
by  tantioo,  to  choose  the  Qovemmant  which 
they  miffht  beliere  best  suited  them.  The  gem- 
denmn  aid  not  fear  the  influence  of  a  nation  htdd- 
uff  couiderable  interest  in  otu  funds  i  the  gene- 
mlly  approved  maxim,  that  the  bonowar  is  a  sat- 


Taat  to  the  lender,  howerer,  is  a  strong  ground 
fw  that  fear.  He  was  anrpriscd,  he  oiniM,  that 
the  gentiuuan  should  attempt  a  comparison  be- 
tween our  QoTemment  and  that  of  Great  Britam, 
asd  assert  that  there  is  a  strong  resemblance. 

Great  Britain  has  no  Ceatstitation  but  the  will 
of  the  Legirfatuie ;  in  this  respect  a  radical  dif- 
ference exists.  He  confessed  he  was  surprised  to 
hear  the  eulogium  on  the  British  nation  that  had 
just  fallen  from  that  gentleman.  Casar  and  Ta- 
citus had  been  quoted,  to  prove  that  they  were 
WeiB  of  liberty.  The  Omuns,  at  the  tmu  al^ 
Inded  to,  also  bad  MMoe  Mtaans  of  Itteity  i  and 
noTihe  beliered,  they  oouM  not  be  eaUed  patteena 
for  neemeut  The  execution  of  <^kades  L  wan 
also  mentioned,  to  show  their  passion  Ibr  liborty  ; 
but  has  not  the  30th  of  Jannary  obtained  a  pbwe 
iit  iheir  oalcadar?  There  was  a  time  whca 
Bngland  could  boast  &  hand  of  patriots,  hut  Aer 
were  oitehed  by  tyranny;  our  forefi^cra  fted 
from  dmt  tyrumy^  freaa  thai  comtnr,  nowec 
tolled  as  the  frdrest  seat  of  that  faearenly  geddesa, 
Libuty.  There  was  a  time,  he  repeated,  whan 
that  oodufry  could  bofist  a  spark  of  the  flame;  bat 
theo  they  selAdkly  Vished  toVaepit  te  themaelre*. 
Were  thev  lovers  of  lUierty  when  they  insiated 
upon  lecisUting  for  this  Continent'?  HaTe  they 
shoim  memselTes  lows  of  liberty  and  jnatiee  by 
breaking  our  treaty,  by  withholding  our  poaHf 
seiiaig  our  ehip^  atfemjtiag  to  atarve  Prance^  bf 
"MT**yqg  tlM  Law  id  Nations,  in  ptei«iuiiqr  otir 
vessek  nan  etrrying  tbatlier  prorisio&s^  oeitiBy 
the  lo^aas  to  murder  let»g  loose  the  Alga- 
tinesu^ns?  These  are  their  deeds,  and  this  ta 
the  natwn  we  we  called  ^on  to  hm. 

Mr.  Lbb  nee  to  set  the  gcndeman  light  He 
did  not  say  that  our  Govemmaits  are  like  diat  of 
Great  Br^in,  bat  only  that  they  .are  more  like  it. 
in  form,  than  liln  dmt  of  France.  He  said  ex- 
pressly, that  we  had  improved  on  ^  Britiafa 
model,  by  ahotishing  feudal  tenures  and  perpetui- 
ties, nid  by  nsidering  the  mblic  lunctionaries 
more  responsible  to  the  peepU.  He  did  not  hold 
Great  Bntain  up  as  a  pattern ;  yet  w^  can  say 
that  they  were  aot  the  freest  nattoa  in  Bnrone 
before  the  French  revolution  ?  He  advocated  the 
[vineiple  of  lettii^  every  nati(»  judge  for  itself, 
and  netatteiwt  dnfacpticaity  to  febwale  the  world. 
If  a  nation  has  not  enennr  to  become  free,  tfaajr 
deserve  to  be  daTes.  whta  ripe  ISn  freedom, 
they  will  aoeDhnrat  tlMif  chains  asukder.  Fiaae^ 
from  the  dcaAe  despotism,  had  sprang  iot« 
freedom,  wtnumt  extvanedus  assistMee,  uid  ae 
will  the  Turks  wlian  ripe  for  its  enjoylnait. 

Mr*  MooBB  neat  woae,  wdaifftttedhims^as 
fbUows: 

If  an  UMdogy  is  iweessary  fh>m  any  membCT 
of  this  House,  it  Is  from  me.  I  am  sore  dom 
have  leai  knowledge  of  oemmerce.  Mv  princi- 
pal object  in  rising  is  to  answer  some  of  the  arfpi- 
ments  used  by  myceUeagufc  He  has  set  out  with 
stating  that  every  nation  has  a  right  to  make  soeh 
reguhrtioos  as  wilt  promote  their  own  interest,  ft 
is  true,  but  does  it  follow  that  we  are  to  adt^ 
soeh  Qtlj  as  wiU  suit  us,  were  we  wholly  uneoa- 
aectedvithOieac  Btitauf  If  their  regnktioM 
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OMr&te  ■«a!tf9t  u-s,  shttll  we  not  cottnteract  them  ? 
'Xod  shall  we  cootiatie  to  suffer  tlie  ioiaty,  under 
the  fate*  thftt^  as  a  nation,  they  hare  tne  right  to 
dunoe  their  interest?-  H6  has  stated  in  dbserra- 
tioh  made  by  a  i^otleman  iVom  Tirfriniaj  that  the 
bredit  obtained  in  Qreat  Britain  might  mfla^nce 
&At  feonncUs.  This,  he  say^  is  supposing  they 
^riU  have  less  integrity  than  oui^Ires.  Sir.  our 
ho^orting  merchant  obtaining  a  credit,  his  sdling 
on  credit  to  the  Merchants  in  th«  country,  they  re- 
tailing to  the  citizens  on  Credit,  may  form  such  a 
eonnezion  of  dependency  as  may  be  injorious. 
Whaterer  may  ha  the  uatttral  integrity  of  men, 
tb«y  are  Imsereep^ir  led  to  favor  thetr  ows  in- 
terest. Under  soeb  citcumstaBees,  I  should  not 
willingly  trost  myseif  1  I  an  act  disposed  to  trust 
others.  Bnt  the  anrument.was  only  intended  to 
ahaW  thftt  the  6^edn  otlf  merchants  obtai'iied  in 
Mtoin  wa^  not-tooorftdvliintage.  Re  hasdrawn 
«OBBpurboris  betweea  the  French  and  British  and 
our  Cmutitntions.  It  it  «Bdttgh  tot  to,  Huitt  tht 
Vivneii  CebstitMioft  his  Kbttrtyftir  ite  h«us. 
FVom  meh  •  ^ree  hfcre  «  f^ftt  to  cMe^t 
t—tim  ttid  recipracily  hi  lia^  ennme^e.  'ney 
lufM  already  mabiileated  H  disposition  to  enter 
feMO  itetilationa  founded'  oil  <hose  principles.  The 
^eaatotriag  ott  |his  questtdn  I  do  not  WeR  Ubder- 
sotnd.  They  do  donht  hvre  their  force.  I  am 
vH%(edi  ib  ittakiBft  1^  ray  mind,  to  take  more  fii- 
Makr  ftsasoulngs  for  my  guide,  not  tinder^tandiiiff 
Ik*  AomMehentnTe  view  ffentlenm  hare  taken 
•f  the  subjeet.  I  do  «M  thitik  that  the  «ompari^ 
ma  dnrwa  between  Ottr  and  the  liVench  ConatittH 
tiffti,  or  the  cemparistta  driwu  between  the  re- 
itrfctiAns  had  adWiitRges  between  France  and 
Oni»  BHtahi,  itHIl  li^miA  any  eoaclusion  for  or 
flgOlMi  the  prt^MtrittOn.  If  wehKre  made  a  cotn- 
ownial  treaty  widi  Ftuice  that  la  dnfirronible 
ami  <^entes  to  odr  disadTailtagtf,  it  is  no  reason. 
U  latyh  08  uhder  no  oMlgation  to  mbniit  to  reni- 
ktkMis  adoMed  by  any  Mhtir  mktion  which  ate  itt- 
toioas.  HaviAg  made  a  Commercial  Tr^y  with 
nwvM,  ire  a^  boond  to  ol^tetre  it. 
'  If  the  KBMirinf  fotmded  <«  Britahk*^  granting 
*fl  e^ttal  piivilegtj  and  adtimtMn  ytiih  France 
AmSii  pnfrmi  as'  a^ng  mor«  oTBritatn;  it  i^OtUd 
|MO*n  too  mtteh.  It  wotild  prore  that  we  should 
a^^TWdemandanadVadtageottsoHhrorhble  Treaty 
MT  OPHueree.  hardi^  onee  iriado  an  m^torable 
AM  T  that  wettng  aa  unfifftuaate  Tr^ty  gives  a 
ehftm  to  all  other  natfons. 

1  have  fbrmed  my  opittion  oh  this  presebt  que«* 
cjatt,  ttol  by  compttting  tho  adnntages  and  dis- 
tfirmtiiges  of  our  trade,  aa  they  sM  regtllated  by 
4M^flDt  iutti(nfs,  btit  by  i&qntHnff  what  n  the  state 
ef  oar  oentnerev  with  iMrUeohr  ittfiotas;  and 

we  havfe 

ua*  A  rl^t  to  expect  mi»e  fliirMrahle  r^^tions? 
Wk«lwr  we  hare  aot  a  t^ttoekpeet  the  remo^ 
of  itestrietlawrto  ix^h  we  are  subjeet,  and  to 
oiKain  advantages  wft  do  not  now  receive  1  We 
]mW  been  infonned  diat  Britain  is  dependent  on 
us  fat  many  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  They  are 
A»|itadettt  on  m  for  those  raw  materials  by  which 
■titaben  of  their  citizebs  receive  emfdoyment,  and 
Wlridi  cannot  be  tAtabicd  fntti  any  Odier  quar- 


ter. '  f(  fhh  is  a  true  state  of  the  case,  aUd  it  has 
not  been  controverted,  and  the  trnth  of  it,  I  think, 
is  evident,  from  a  view  of  exports  to  that  conntry, 
have  v^  not  a  right  to  exbec^  a  tight  to  btaiih,  a 
removal  Of  thosb  nnfkTOrabl&  restrictionsi  If-this 
is  a  true  stiite  of  oar  commerce,  Would  not  Mtaifi, 
were  all  the  regolations  on  the  foOtiilg  of  rtciwd- 
dty.have  the  advantage?  Their  trade  with  us 
is  of  necessity ;  theirs  to  us  may  be,  andean  be,  dis- 
pensed with.  Numbers  of  them  depend  on  us  fotr 
their  very  sufeistenc*.  Independent  of  thieir  ma- 
nufactures we  can  gb  on  and,  1  belieri,  nrosper. 
I  do  not  believe  that  agriculture  or  mannlhetures 
would  sustain  even  a  check.  It  Would,  no  doubt, 
be  some  degree  of  rnconvetrience  to  the  mer- 
cantile interest;  and  I  cannot  help  obsetvmg, 
that  gentlemen  have  been  loud  on  the  disadvan- 
tages of  the  met-chants  A-om  the  adoption  of  the 
pnilcipl^  liow  nnder  discussion.  I  must  regard 
the  merchant  only  as  an  intentaediate  negotia- 
tor betwbe^  the  'idhnter  ahd  mtmufoetttm  And 
the  foreign  meronaht.  I  do'  not  cfmceire  tha 
loss  is  sustained  by  the  th^rcfaaht.  It  ii  sustained 
"by  every  i^itizefl  inihOpbrtiouto  hb  eohsumption'. 
tf  the  interest  of  sigricidtufe  la  promoted,  the  mer- 
cantile interest  mrast  pai'ticipate.  I  conridet  thfe 
agricultural  i&teriest  as  the  sonree,  dud  caimot 
agree  that  the  mercantile  should  either  be  the  first 
Or  only  object  of  Oiir  attention.  And  suppose  a 
temporary  incOnVenience  to  arise  from  the  adop^ 
tion  of  the  resolutions,  I  think  they  ought  to  be 
adopted  when  intended,  and  I  think  it  is  evident 
to  any  person  Who  will  contemplate  the  d^ee  in 
^hich  Great  Britain  is  dependent  on  the  United 
States  for  her  expotts,  that  they  will  be  produc- 
tive of  tasting  advantages,  h  there  A  probability 
of  our  beih^  relieved  omerwise  thin  by  our  own. 
exerticAis?  Olr  can  gentlemen  fix  thebomidary 
beyond  wfaibh  they  win  not  go,  in  thelTTtetrietion^ 
should  we  continue  to  acquiescel  I  confess  I  ef 
pect  nothing  short  of  Ae  entire  profits  of  all  ottr 
labor  will  satisfy  them.  If  we  are  to  fudge  of  Ae 
fhture  by  the  past,  and  I  do  not  thiuK  we  have  a. 
right  to  Suppose  a  change  in  h^r  motives  ot  prin- 
ciples, we  are  to  expect  regulations  which  will 
throw  into  the  pockets  of  her  citizens  all  the  prt?- 
fits  of  the  labo^  of  the  United  States. 

Gentlemen  confess  her  Navigation  Act  operatei 
against  ns.  But  it  b  said  she  treats  us  as  she  does 
aU  Other  nations,  Which,  to  me,  I  confess,  is  no 
reason  wfe  should  sufi%T  injustice.  Yet  not  con- 
tented with  the  restrictions  on  our  trade,  we  hava 
it  in  proof  she  had  a  piincipal  and  unsolicited 
agency  in  the  late  truce,  whereby  otu*  Teasels  are 
subjected  to  d^redaliou  aqd  to  being  captured. 
I  will  not  say  what  was  their  prmcipal  mouve, 
but  it  is  anoflier  means  of  throwing  into  their 
hands  an  additional  portion  of  onr  carrying  trade. 
They  condemnas  ptize  goods  carrying  to  the  ports 
of  France.  Our  ressels  are  seized,  searched,  and 
detained  unnecessarily.  This  conduct  has  con- 
strained the  French,  in  their  own  defence,  to  adopt 
similar  relations.  All  of  which  is  confessedly 
against  the  Law  of  Nations.  Their  forcing  or  en- 
ticing our  seamen  on  board  their  vessels,  Is  cal- 
culated to  increase  their  shining  by  excluding 
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oars.  And  this  done,  whilst  we  were  ]emyiag 
trade  to  regalate  itseU)  whilst  we  were  tamely 
submittinfl  to  their  restrictions. 

Under  Uiese  circumstances,  we  bare  no  reason 
to  hope  for  a  favorable  change.  I  think  the  most 
distant  hope  cannot  be  entertained.  No  alterna- 
tire  rematas  but  an  entire  acquiescence,  or  avail- 
ing ourselves  of  th|e  peculiarly  favorable  circum- 
stances of  our  commercial  relations,  to  enforce  jus- 
tice. This  may  be  deemed  unjust  or  unequal 
wmowt  nations;  I  am  sure  it  would  not  amongst 
iadivSuals.  He.  who,  in  ionerchandistog,  is  ex- 
changing a  necessary  of  life  to  the  person  who 
needs,  and  could  not  be  supfdied  from  any  other 
quarter,  for  property  of  inferior  demaniL  would 
not  submit  to  have  the  terms  of  exchange  dictated 
to  him.  He  would  avail  himself  of  cixcamstances 
to  enforce  justice  or  refuse  the  exchange.  Why 
we  should  not,  as  a  nation,  assume  a  simUar  con- 
duct, I  know  not. 

Couiker  r^ulations  are  appidiended.  I  wish  the 
gebtteman  had  pointed  out  what  regulations  they 
can  adopt  which  will  not  operate  more  against  them 
than  us.  I  believe  it  cannot  be  done.  War  is  also 
apprehended.  It  has  not  before  been  suggeated. 
Ibelieve  it  is  not  seriously  apprehended.  As  an 
inde[>endent  nation,  can  our  doing  what  Great 
Britain  has  done  before  us— can  our  doing  what 
we  have  a  right  to  do  as  an  independrat  nation, 
gire  offence  ?  If  this  should  be  made  the  cause 
of  war,  we  may  test  aasufred  it  was  pre-determin- 
ed,  and  that  nothing  we  could  do  would  prevent 
it,  I  believe  the  only  way  to  cai^se  a  war  is  by 
tame  ^bmissioo,  and  to  rffevent  it,  is  to  use  our 
righfs,  uninfluenced  by  a  fear  either  of  eounter- 
^nilations  or  war- 
it  was  then  moved  to  adjourn  the  Committee. 
'Mr.  W.  Smith  wished  to  speak  to  the  resolutions. 
But  Mr.  CutRK  observed,  that  the  time  of  the 
Committee  was  pretty  far  spent,  and  he  believed 
the  geotleman  would  go  into  the  subject  at  con- 
siderable length.  He  would  therefore  submit 
whether  it  was  not  ttetter  'to  defer  the  observa- 
tions, and  let  the  Committee  rise.  The  Commit- 
tee then  rose,  the  Chairman  rqiorted  .progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to  at  again. 

Mr.  Bbatty,  fran  the  committee  to  whom  was 
feconunitted  the  bill  for  comj>lettng  and  better  sup- 

S>rting  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United 
tates,  reported  several  amendments  .thereto; 
which  were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  biD,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

FRBNCH  VESSELS. 
It  wu  then  moved  that  the  House  should  take 
into  cAsideration  the  report  on  the  case  of  certain 
French  vessels  which  have  comeintotheharborsof 
the  United  States  from  flt.  Domingo,  and  had  re- 
uested  an  exemption  from  the  common  tonnage 
uttes. 

Mr.  S.  Shitb  said  that  we  had  no  right  to  take 
such  duties.  They  amounted  to  fifteen  thousand 
dollars ;  bul|  if  it  was  an  hundred  dtousand,  he 
would  give  it  all  faaak  again. 


Mr.  FiTzauMovs  was  of  opinion  that  we  had 
good  a  right  to  the  tonnage  of  these  vessels  aa  ^ 
any  others.  He  would  grant  the  desire  of  the  pe- 
titioners, not  as  a  matter  of  justice,  but  of  e^>e- 
diency  and  humanity.  Many  of  these  vessels  ami 
brought  with  them  valuable  cargoes,  which  wcfe 
sold  in  this  country.  Sereral  of  the  ships  them- 
selves had  since  been  rotting  m  oor  ports^  to 
the  great  loss  of  the  owners.  They  cooldnot  t^fce 
away  any  of  the  iwodnce    this  cotutry. 

The  House  now  adjourned. 

Tbdrsoay,  January  23. 
Ad  engrossed  bill  for  competing  ud  better  aop- 
porting  me  Mili«Hry  BstaUishment  o(  the  Unitei 
Btates,  was  vead  Ac  third  time,  and  passed. 

COMMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  a^guB  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  Housc^  o«  the  RcadatMMW 
proposed     Mr.  MAnisoK. 

Mr.  Dbxtbr  opeoed  the  debate.  He  said,  that 
it  was  somewhat  siogular  to  obsarve,  that  tlw 
members  from  the  Eastern  Statas  were  geaeraUy 
of^tosed  to  the  resoluti<ms,  thou^  it  was  eon- 
manly  understood  that  toe  States  would  mm 
some  advantages  from  the  adoption  ai  themt  »a% 
on  tiie  othernand,  that  the  mnahers  from  the 
Southern  Slates  were,  for  the  nost  part,  in  bver 
of  the  resolutimis,  thon^  it  was  expected  A$H 
their  eonstitneuts  w:ere  to  suffer  by  theot.  These 
could  not  he  a  more  striking  eyidenoe,  that  the 
cHtposition  of  tbe  Easteno  members  origwated  im 
the  ^irest  and  most  liooonble  motives,  than  their 
thus  rfyeetinfl  the  prospect  beMst.  It  was 
needless,  he  thought,  to  introduoe  other  natioiM 
into  this  discussion  besides  Ki^ain  and  Aneriee, 
since  the  questiw  in  faot  r^arded  them  oal^. 
Retaliaticm  for  the  injuries  committed  by  Britain 
had  been  recommended.  Bat,  if  she  did  not  treat 
us  worse  than  ^e  treated  other>natioo«,  why  sho^ 
we  retaliate  on  her,  when,  there  was  no  partienlar 
discrimination  agamst  America)  U,  Vf  enhw> 
cing  these  nesolutions.  there  was  a  pros|>eet  of  kt^r 
proving  the  manaiaetuies  and  navigation  <^  the 
United  States  he  should  faa  to  support 

them.  But  i£  nptm  discus^on,  it  were  U>  eppMT 
that  they  would  answer  so  snwi  wd,  it  tntmaif 
could  not  be  regarded  as  a  auurlF  of  the  mmt  of 
patriotism  to  oppose  them.  He  could  not  see  what 
advantage  America  was  to  reap  hf  lestticting  4lw 
navigatitm  and  manuflwtures  of  one  foreign  ui- 
tion,  merely  to  fav:or  those  of  another.  If  we  bajr 
British  manufactures  because  th«r  we  chraeMt, 
to  make  rcsolntiens  which  would  loroe us  tamf 
manuiauiures  that  are  dearer,  is  ia  reality  a  ta& 
The  resolutitms  liended  that  way.  He  ceuU  mM 
discover,  upon  inquiry,  those  wa^mt  ragnlatioBs 
which  Britain  was  said  to  have  esMblisbed  wainat 
the  commerce  and  shipping  of  AoMiica.  Ifother 
nations  have  not  seen  it  proper  to  retaliate,  vfay 
should  we?  If  attempto  of  uiis  naftore  have  bctt 
made  without  success  in  Europe,  can  we  hof»  to 
sucoeed?  Where  is  the  commercial  distinetioa 
made  against  America  by  Britain,  in  ftror  of  Ae 
other  emgunaeial  nvticvs  <tf  the  eaitb?  Theteii 
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none.  Before  we  try  to  panish  another  country 
for  taring  restrictions  upon  our  trade,  we  ought 
to  looK  into  our  own  conduct,  and  see  whether 
saeh  a  country  might  not,  with  equal  reason,  blame 
US?  Justice,  like  charity,  should  begin  at  home. 
There  was  a  resemblance  between  the  natural 
and  pditical  body.  As  the  former  frequently  suf- 
fered from  bold  experiments  to  cure  it  of  a  dis- 
temjper,  so  the  latter  had  been  often  injured  by 
precipitate  endearors  to  remove  its  evils.  He 
doubted  whether  the  present  situation  of  America 
required  an  energetic  or  violent  interference  of 
the  LwidatQre  tp  seeure  its  welfare.  We  cannot 
forcfltal  tbe  growth  of  nature,  or,  by  forcing  our 
pcdhical  body  to  take  too  much  fMd,  bring  on 
manhood  before  its  proper  time.  .  The  period  of 
DUitnrity  will  arrive;  but  let  us  in  the  mean  time 
be  eonlented.  We  are  as  happy  as  perhaps  we 
erer  shall  be.  If  the  balance  of  trade  be  against 
us.  it  does  not  foUov  that  we  are  losers  by  it. 
The  balance  against  us  is  a  Forei^  Loan,  ex- 
pended for  the  improvement  of  agnculture,  and 
oy  which  we  are  gainiog,  perhaps,  an  hundred 
per  coit.  It  is  saicL  thatlsntain  lays  taxes  upon 
American  trade  and  shipping.  But  this  is  only 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue,  and  not  for 
the  professed  design  to  injure  the  United  States. 
As  to  the  carrying-trade,  we  shall  never  grow 
rich  br  thatj  but  it  deserves  to  be  cultivated,  for 
the  sake  of  mrororing  our  maritime  strength.  It 
was  wordi  wfaue  for  poor  nations  to  court  it,  but 
it  eooid  Berer  be  an  object  with  a  eoantry  like 
America.  We  are  aUe  to  do  much  better;  and 
we  hare  no  business  to  stretch  out  in  that  way. 
Ho  man  couM  read  the  resolutions,  and  say,  that 
they  are  intended  for  that  purpose.  They  are 
I^arnhr  leveled  against  Britain.  It  had  been  stated, 
that  the  total  manufactures  of  Britain  extended 
to  fift^-one  or  fifty-two  millions  sterling.  Of  this, 
America  took  on  two  millions.  Four  per  cent, 
was  bat  a  trifle,  in  the  manufactures  of  Britain, 
and  could  not  be  supposed  to  influence  her  con- 
duet.  A  member  [Mr.  Clark]  had  said  the  other 
day,  that  in  consequence  of  the  alarm  spread  by 
our  non-importation  agreement,  the  stamp-act  had 
formerly  b«en  repealed  by  Britain.  The  gentle- 
man certainly  knewj  that  there  were  much  more 
weighty  causes  for  rescinding  that  act.  It  was 
vain  to  think  that  we  should  be  able  to  prevent 
the  importation  of  British  manufhctures  into  this 
country.  They  would  be  sent  to  us  throtuh 
France.  It  was  not  easy  to  starve  the  British 
aation.  It  had  been  said,  that  they  depended 
twon  America  for  the  raw  materials  of  some  of 
their  manufactures.  Bpt  in  case  we  quarrelled 
with  them,  it  was  possible  that  they  would  be 
aUe  to  find  means  for  raising  raw  materials  at 
home,  and  this  might  be  productive  of  many  bad 
emsequences  to  America.  Retaliation  Was  great- 
ly to  be  apprehended.  It  had  yesterday  been  asked, 
with  great  confidence,  by  a  gentleman,  in  what 
way  Britain  could  hurt  America?  It  might  be 
done  in  many  wajs:  she  might  do  it  by  tonnage 
duty,  and  by  discnminating  duties.  That  Britain 
had '  it  in  ner  power  to  retaliate,  nobody  could 
dovlik  mie  people  of  that  ooontry  «d  as  aHftry 
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at  us  as  we  are  at  theni,  in  regard  to  commercial 
restrictions.  When  the  bond  of  Interest  is  once 
broken,  it  is  easy  to  get  into  a  war.  As  to  piracies 
committed  on  our  ships,  Mr.  D.  said,  that  he  felt 
for  the  prostrate  honor  of  his  country,  but  this  is 
not  the  proper  season  to  retaliate.  It  had  been 
said,  that  the  proposed  resolutions  would  force 
Britain  to  enter  into  a  Commercial  Treaty  with 
us.  He  had  great  doubts  about  the  benetits  de- 
rived from  such  transactions.  Though  he  must 
oppose  the  resolutions,  he  had  no  predilection  for 
Britain;  and  he  felt  most  sensibly  her  injuries  to 
America. 

Mr.  CujtK  conceived  himself  aHuded  to,  as 
having  said  that  we  might  force  Britain  into  a 
Commercial  Treaty.  No,  sir,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  be- 
fore we  make  a  new  treaty,  let  then  exeeuCe  Ae 
last  that  thejf  made  wUh  ve,  by  ginng  up  .the 
Western  posts. 

Mr.  Dexter  replied,  that  he  never  had  meant 
to  refer  to  the  member  as  having  said  so.  He 
made  a  general  answer  to  such  observations  as  he 
had  heard  from  a^  part  of  the  House.  He  had 
only  referred  to  Mr.  Clake  in  regard  to  the 
stamp-act. 

Mr.  Madison  next  rose  in  reply  to  some  re- 
marks made  by  Mr.  Dexter.  He  said,  that  he 
wondered  how  gentlemen  could  suppose  that  to 
be  war  on  the  t<U)le.  Did  they  suppose  Britain  sp 
unwise  or  so  uqiust  as  to  declare  a  war?  E^n* 
consideration  of  interest  must  prevent  it.  He 
hoped  that  we  did  not  now  deliberate  as  a  Colo- 
ny, but  as  an  independent  people,  whose  measures 
were  not  to  be  dictated  oy  any  other  Powers. 
What  could  Britain  gain  by  a  contest?  Would 
war  employ  her  starving  manu&cturers?  Would 
war  furnish  provisions  to  her  West  India  Islands, 
which  in  that  case  must  also  starve?  Would  war 
give  employment  to  the  vessels  that  bad  formerly 
imported  luxuries  to  America?  Were  Britain  to 
declare  war,  he  could  give  no  n»me  equal  to  her 
folly.  She  would  plunge  herself  ten  times  deeper 
In  the  difficulties  tnat  sne  wanted  to  avoid.  Every 
counter-regulation  would  be  a  stroke  against  her- 
self. 

Mr.  Ahes  spoke  a  few  words  on  the  impro- 
priety of  making  an  accusation  against  Britain, 
without  advancing  specific'fhcts  and  specific  evi- 
dence to  support  mem. 

Mr.  Giles  commencetl  his  remarks  hr  olaerrisig 
tiiat,  if  an  apolc^  had  been  deemed  necessary 
from  the  nature  of  the  subject,  and  the  vote  h» 
proposed  to  give  upon  it,  it  was  rendered  more  so 
irom  the  eloquence  displayed  by  the  gentleman 
who  had  just  preceded  him,  [Mr.  Dexter,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts.] The  gentleman  has  done  ample  jus- 
tice to  one  side  of  tne  subject,  and  he  was  sensible 
the  opposite  side,  in  his  hands,  would  suffer  by  the 
comparison.  He  prdposed  under  his  present  im- 
pressions to  vote  for  the  general  proposition,  and 
such  of  the  resolutions  in  detail  as  would  carry  the 
general  principle  into  lull  efi'ect. 

These  measures  contemplate  considemblenuio- 
vations  in  the  existing  state  of  ^e  commerce  of 
die  United  States."  He  had  anticipated  the  gen- 
tleman last  tip,  in  die  reflection  that  extenrive  in- 
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qQTatipas  ij^to  eiustinc  systemi  ought  to  he  adopt- 
ed.  vnth  caution.  Calculations  upcHi  which  they 
are  founded,  should  be  a^uste4  to  the  magnitude 
<^  the  expected  ohjject.  and  the  probahlf  efficacy 
<^  the  means  proposed  to  be  usm  for  its  attain- 
ment 

Henoe  he  readily  admitted,  that  strong  reasons 
in  &Tor  of  the  proposed  measures  ought  to  be  ex- 
pected before  their  adoption;  and  any  possible 
hazard  of  their  results  ought  to  be  amply  compen- 
sate^ for  the  importance  of  the  end  to  be  attained. 

He  observed,  there  was  another  circumstance 
which  iustified  an  apology.  The  mercantile  in- 
terest of  the  United  States  will  be  the  most  im- 
mediately affected  in  their  occupations  b^  the  pro- 
posed m^ures,  ai^d  the  gwtlemen  t^f  this  House, 
nom  this  scene  of  business,  seem  most  to  doubt 
their  expediency. 

We  hare  been  told,  with  emphasis,  of  tbe  ini' 
taUigence  and  |iatriciitam  «f  the  merchants  of 
America,  fnd  it  u  admitted  that  the  truth  has  not 
b«en  exceeded.  The  merchants  deserve  great 
ciedit  for  their  conduct  nnce  the  existence  of  the 
present  Oorerament;  and  their  opinions  upon  this 
subject  ought  to  produce  additional  caution. 

It  should  he  remarked,  however,  that  merchants, 
like  an  other  descriptions  of  men.  axe  influenced 
in  some  degree  by  existioff  connexions,  formed 
habits,  and  consequent  prejudices;  they  recoil  from 
aii|y  possiUe  interruption  in  th«  usual  course  of 
their  business. 

The^  magnify  every  hazard  arising  from  a 
change  in  the  dixectiou  of  their  employment,  into 
certam  and  positive  loss.  Although,  therefore, 
their  ojjiiiions  ought  to  have  weight  and  produce 
cauti<^  yet  they  ought  not  to  command  a  decision 
from  otqers,  unattended  with  cmviction.  For  if 
those  of  the  Committee,  not  of  this  description,  be 
eompdOed  to  decide  upon  the  present  question 
from  eunmeons  mercantile  indication^  without 
requiring  convictions  from  their  reasoning  there 
are  indications  of  the  mercantile  scene  on  the 
otb^  aide  the  Atlantic,  operating  in  commenda- 
titm  of  the  propositions  with  as  much  force  as 
those  on  this  side  the  Atlantic,  in  opposition  to 
them.  It  is  remarkable  that  this  whole  descrip- 
tion of  men  are  actively  opiwsed  to  the  passage  of 
the  proposed  measures.  Their  sensations  upon 
this  sujiject  have  been  evidenced  bv  their  anxious 
attendance  upon  the  progtess  of  tKe  matter.  If 
the  propositions  should  eventuate  in  a  national 
commercial  conflict,  the  inference  in  general  might 
be  made,  that  what  it  is  their  interest,  to  prevent 
it  is  our  mterest  to  enact.  The  British  Court  are 
equally  sensitive  np(m  this  subject.  They  have 
at.  several  pexiodi  manifested  their  alarnw.  It  may 
be  concluded  that  diese  seiisatioQs  have  arisen 
from  the  Mtinion  that  the  efleets  of  the  ^posi- 
tions will  be  such  as  are  calculated  upon  by  the 
fiurorers  of  them.  He  wi^  unwilling,  however,  to 
hazard  a  vote  upon  any  extraneous  circumstances, 
and  should  look  into  the  merits  of  the  question. 

felt  that  some  apoltwr  was  duf  to  the  State 
ai^  district  w^ose.  immediate  representative  be 
wtSf  Vij^ia  is  an  exporting  Slate,  without 
Testebj  and  without  li  mercanti]^  capiwi  equal  to 


the  employment  afforded  to  capital.  The  town  of 
Petersburg  exports  much  in  value  and  much  ia 
bulk  i  the  surrounding  coimtry  grows  these  artfc' 
cles ;  vessels  and  capital  are  wanting  for  the  e;vr>. 
portation  of  this  produce.  Henoe  the  proposed 
measures  will  be  particulaiiy  felt  for  some  time 
by  this  part  of  the  United  States. 

He  relied,  however,  with  confidence  on  the 
virtue  and  patriotism  m  the  people,  and  should  act 
from  a  beliei  that  they  would  even  rejoice  in  «. 
temporary  inccuvenience  with  a  view  to  pernuiT 
nent  eood ;  and  that  their  joy  would  not  be  di- 
minished by  the  recollection  that  the  temporary  il} 
which  they  may  sustain  would  produce  a  tempo- 
rary advantage  to  their  Eastern  orethrei^  withoat 
excluding  them  from  a  full  participation  in  tluB 
permanent  good  to  be  e:(pected. 

He  remarked,  that  he  felt  the  more  diffidence 
upon  this  subject,  since  he  frankly  acknowledged 
that  he  did  not  possess  an  acctinte  knowledge  o£ 
the  details  of  commerce,  and  did  not  pn^Mwe  tq 
make  any  material  addition  to  the  stock  of  meri 
cimtUe  information  now  before  the  Committea, 
He  proposed  to  use  the  facts  fumisheid  bjr  othac 
gentlemen,  and  acknowledged  an  obligation  fof 
uie  iofonnation  the]f  contain.  He  proposed  to 
consider  the  si:d>ject,  m  the  various  sHpes  it  had 
assumed  since  the  commencement  of  the  diseiv^ 
sion,  and  to  state  the  results  which  had  beeo- 
formed  in  his  own  mind.  In  making  the  attempt, 
general  principles  will  be  resorted  to,  ^nd  minuie 
arithmetical  calculations  as  much  as.  possible 
avoided. 

The  gentleman  who  first  favored  the  Committea 
with  his  remarks,  pUtr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,} 
admonished  them  of  the  propriety  of  sepaiatinSg 
political  from  commocciaf  conaderations  in  dw 
course  of  discussion.  If  this  rule  had  been  rigidly 
enforced,  ^  remarked  that  perhaps  thre^-fonctjia 
of  the  impressions  made  upon  his  mind  favoiabl«. 
to  the  propositions^  would  have  been  Ipf^ed  09 
without  consideration.  He  could  not  conceiva. 
for  what  cause  the  poUtioi^  should  be  separated 
from  the  commercial  part  of  the  subject.  Tha 
propositions  may  eventuate  in  a  change  in  tha 
direction  of  the  business  of  One  whole  occupation 
in  society  j  a  change  of  the  disposition  of  the  na- 
tion, in  so  important  a  point,  must  have  a  very 
interesting  political  aspect,  as  it  relates  to  the  Qo- 
vemment  mtemally.  The  present  subject  ex^ 
hibits  an  important  political  ieature,  as,  it  relates 
to  the  external  connexions  of  the  G^venunent 
with  foreign  nations.  If,  therefore  it  should  be 
observed  as  a  rule  to  mss  upon  this  subject,  by 
excluding  from  view  all  the  political  considera- 
tifms  connected  with  it,  the  rule  would  include  an 
essential  omission  of  duty.  The  gentleman  hioft* 
self,  however,  in  the  next  sentence,  furnished  ao. 
examine  of  the  violation  of  the  precept  he  had  just 
prescribed^  by  calling  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  political  situation  of  the  UnUed 
States,  at  this  delicate  c^is,  and  urging  this  cir- 
cumstance as  one  reason  against  the  adoption  of 
the  propositions.  The  gentleman  then  proceeded 
to  present  the  subject  in  two  points  of  view.  The,, 
on^  ^te  relative  fonduct  ojt  France  a^d  Qs^t 
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Biriiaiii  lowanis  the  United  States}  the  other,  the 
caBduct  €£  Gnut  Britun  tomnU  the  United 
StMei,  eoM|MntiTely  with  other  foreign  natioDs. 
To  preseat  tJw  nibjeet  in  ihc  first  point  of  view, 
gentlcMU  Jomished  an  anonymotu  table,  cal- 
«aUmd  lo  a  dale  anterior  to  the  comBwnoem«it 
(tf  die  iMe  veroladoa  in  Fnuae.  Attfae<mIrhiB"' 
torjjc  of  this  t^^  with  which  the  Coaoninee  hare 
ben  &TORd,  nw  tkat  k  ms  the  eoMoilatioa  of 
•  gi«lM—a.of  eo— idecable  meroantiie  infonna^ 
tiea,  it  is  {weBumed  the  gentleoian  will  not  be  sur- 
nriacd  if  it  shoold  be  deeaed  to  be  of  donbtful  au- 
wwity;  tha  ntlher  ai  k  wv  the  nound  of 
■mm  and  owaerhed  cnmuatnm  of  the  gentle- 
man nAoae  fepcnrt  is  low  under  eMuideratton, 
and  iriio  it  is  beliered  would  not  suffer  in  a  com- 
pariMB,  in  point  of  iateUisenee,  aeenraey,  or  pa- 
uwttnn,  either  with  the  laborioiM  oompiler  of  the 
taUe,  or  with  tha  geatleoun  who  has  been  jnd»- 
eiouslf  selected  for  its  interpreter. 

He  remairfred,  that  the  table  bore  npon  the  fitoe 
of  it  erident  marks  of  partiality,  and  instead  of 
lutTiag  theas  e&eed,  they  mre  a^mTsted  by 


One  irresistible  eridsnee  of  the  partiality  of  the 
lakim.  cetists  in  assettiag  that  Ametioaa  flour  is 
fne  to  the  British  West  ladies,  and  eaelnding 
ftom  view  the  «d»ol«te  monopoly  of  the  eaniage, 
aad  the  mosopely  of  contracts  for  retoms. 

it  B  i^esnmed  that  the  gantieauua,  at  least,  eaa- 
aot  except  to  this  critioism  on  the  table,  hecanse 
one  of  his  chief  censures  against  the  gsndenMui 
whoee  r^ort  is  before  the  Committea,  which  was 
eren  earned  so  far  as  to  iaisr  imprt^wr  motircs, 
acoee  from  a  sngoested  ooiitssion  in  the  repm-t, 
irtiiefa  wdl  be  ibona  upon  examination  to  be  wh<dly 
nmatcnaL  An  erident  parciality  is  observable 
in  the  iaterpieter  of  the  table,  in  an  ewmest  at- 
tempt to  establish  this  principle:  that  prohiWtory 
dotias  on  dour  in  Great  Britain  afforded  an  equal 
maeoragemrat  of  the  artieie  by  commeroial  regn- 
laiseat,  with  a  fue  in^ortatiDn  into  Ftance^  nr  at 
laaatirith  a  ditty  admibad  hydie  geodeman  to  be 
too  triflfag  to  be  cwnttad.  The  eamimweial  ar- 
ramimirati  of  Fnuec  in  this  paitieabr,  leave  diis 
■tiete  apoa  the  true  gfomd  m  competitaea  IB  the 
gfowdi  of  Ae  artide ;  this  giooad  of  competition 
B  destroyed  in  Oreat  Britain  by  ceuHaerdal  re- 
saitfions.  In  the  one  ease,  eompcSitia&  in  the 
nuotet  is  aU  t^  ooutd  be  reaaimaUy  expected, 
and  that  is  gnnted)  ia  the  other  ease,  eon^etitim 
waold  be  a&e  dcamkt,  and  thna  it  k  prorkioo- 
aidy  ex^nded. 

Aaothw  evideoee  of  the  jmrtiality  of  the  mtsr- 
pseitr  of  the  taUe  ooaiists  in  the  zeaUras  attempt 
to  establish  it  as  a  priacipis,  that  Is.  3d.  sterling 
dnty  open  tobaoee  per  ll\iB  no  discouragement  to 
Ae  gmiHh  of  that  article ;  thi/idea  was  grounded 
MOD  A*  suggestion,  that  the  eonsnmpcioa  is  not 
dieietnr  ksseaed,  ao  siMMte  being  9ttatM  tor 
ii  in  GMat  Britam.  Tobaceodoei  notareiwe  to 
^  exporter  two  penaa  sMdiag  par  ponad.  Th» 
daqr  k  at  kast  seven  tiaMs  as  gnat  m  the  prime 
east  of  the  artide.  The  great  consnaqNion  af  ^s 
slide  k  by  the  poorer  <Mrder  of  die  pet^e.  The 
sluc  ^society  k  saoh  in  Britain  a*  psesant,  that 


bud  Ubor  during  a  whcde  year  wiU  hardly  aA»d 
a  scanty  subsistence  to  the  laborer  t  hence  neoes* 
sity  compels  thk  description  of  persons  to  econo- 
mise in  the  use  of  the  article,  or  to  aroid  the  use 
of  it  alto^ther  i  of  course,  the  consumption  is  m*- 
terially  leesened,  and  the  gr^th  of  the  article  k 
discouraged  fronl  the  opemtirai  of  the  duty.  Tha 
gentleman  fonnded  bk  fierce  ittlaek  against  the 
g^tleman  -whoK  Kfort  k  now  aider  ooiinde» 
tion,  for  omitting  to  insert  in  hk  Mport  tluit  there 
was  a  higher  duty  imposed  by  Great  Britun  upon 
all  other  fordgn  tobacco  than  that  of  the  United 
States,  and  hence  inferred  a  friendly  dispositien 
from  OreM  &itain  to  the  United  States.  The 
insertion  of  the  fact  would  have  added  to  the  butt 
of  the  report,  but  eoald  eonny  no  adfitianal  with 
fol  iafonaiatton. 

It  is  known  that  the  high  duties  imposed  upon 
all  forn^  tobaocoes,  took  its  rise  dariii^  the  Colo- 
nial existence  of  these  States ;  it  is  known  that  k 
has  not  been  altered  since  their  independence ;  ft 
is  known  that  the  tobaceoes  of  the  United  State* 
are  ftirniidred  at  so  much  cheaper  mtes  than  thoaa 
of  any  oth«r  ooantry,  that  there  would  he  ao  dau»- 
ger  of  competition  lAhe  duties  in  Britaia  were  tkt 
mme  on  each.  It  k  likewise  known  that  the 
United  States  ftunished  a  sufficient  a  redundant 
stqiply  tor  Uie  eusunqrtion  all  Barope ;  hence 
Great  Brit^  has  not  tboi^t  proaer  rinea 
the  Revolotiim  to  destroy  thU  relic  of  Cdooial 
regulations,  not  because  she  wkhed  to  faror  us. 
but  because  she  would  not  thereby  hare  benefited 
h«setf ;  benee.  too,  the  omission  of  this  informa- 
tion could  DOt  08  material,  and  the  insertion  of  it 
would  only  have  serred  to  contradict  the  inftr- 
snee  endearored  to  be  establidied,  of  the  &TonbU 
disposiiitn  of  Great  Britak  towards  the  United 
Smtes. 

There  k  one  maniABt  uaproprietT  in  confining 
ear  inquiries  to  the  date  prescribed  oy  the  geatla* 
man  for  this  table ;  it  would  faivotve  the  abswrd 
consequence  of  adjusting  oat  laws  to  a  iMro^ec- 
tire,  insteid  of  a  progressive  state  of  thiass.  Ii 
would  be  as  ridiculous  as  an  attempt  by  Mw  to 
preserve  rales  for  the  proper  deportmeat  of  til* 
g4iOBtB  of  otir  forefathers.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
uie  date  cerid  not  hare  been  fixed  upon  froni  a 
wish  that  the  United  Sestes  riionld  indirect^  ftn- 
nish  a  couDtenanee  for  the  re9l6rstit»  of  des- 
potism }  and  it  was  matter  of  regret  that  the  gso*- 
tleman  should  openly  avow  a  dirtiwt  of  tha 
permanency  of  me  rreneh  Revoladoa  as  taw 
motive  for  the  conduct. 

Mr.  G.  remarked,  that  he  hoped  the  psnann 
nency  of  the  Revolution  of  Pmnce  was  «b  muek. 
greater  than  the  permaneney  of  the  ancient  deSN 
pockm  of  France,  as  the  ^nat  fabric  of  natUM^ 
to  the  petty  pkstk  productions  of  art. 

Here  Mr.  SmiWi  rose  to  explain  i  He  aa^  M 
had  jporsoed  a  onnciple  adopted  by  Mr.  JamMOM 
in  his  Report.  He  r^  a  passase  from  the  R««er(^ 
from  whieh  it  appeared  Oiat  the  Report  had  been 
caleulated  to  the  Summer  of  179S. 

Mr.  Giles  rejdied,  that  the  principle  was  juM 
reversed;  the  one  bad  reference  to  a  state  of 
things  pestarior  to  the  Eevolation;  the  oUke»,Bii^ 
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teiior  to  Uie  commenceinent  of  cUuiag  the  ex- 
istenee  of  the  ancient  despotism. 

If  the  table  were  to  have  any  influence,  it  must 
•rise  from  stating  the  real  relative  diapoeitions  of 
France  and  Great  Britain  towards  the  United 
States ;  but,  if  the  epoch  to  which  it  relates  is  to 
^rern)  it  will  ezclnae  some  the  stnmgest  tes- 
timonies of  the  inimical  temper  of  Great  Britain^ 
-ud     the  friendlr  temper  oi  France. 

Are  these  censiderations  to  have  less  freight,  or 
to  be  wholly  excluded  from  the  view,  because 
they  are  more  recent?  Is  it  because  we  are  now 
luring  under  these  aggressions,  and  from  some 
late  despatches,  likely  to  continue,  so  that  a  remedy 
is  to  be  withhdd?  He  thought  not;  and  there- 
fore ^ould  proceed  to  state  some  of  the  evideoces 
of  the  dispositions  of  the  two  nations,  displayed 
fince  the  epoch  alluded  to- 
Great  Britain  has  subjected  our  vessels,  upon 
the  high  sea,  to  seizure  and  search,  and  exempted 
those  of  Sweden  and  Deomai^.  He  wished  to 
press  this  fast  vpoa  the  oentleman  who  preceded 
Aim,  because  Iw  had  <wnied  that  Great  Britain 
had  made  any  discriminatims  amongtf  foreign 
■aticms  injurious  to  the  United  States. 

Great  Britain  has  invaded  our  vessels  on  the 
high  seas,  and  refused  them  the  protection  of 
French  jwoperty.  This  is  an  acknowledged  vio- 
lation of  the  laws  of  nations}  at  least  of  the  last 
Convention  of  Nations  upon  the  subject 

Great  Britain  has  prevented  our  vessels  iiom 
conveyiof  to  our  friend  and  ally  goods  not  contra- 
band, ana  compelled  them  to  make  sales  to  herself 
or  some  of  her  allies. 

Great  Britain  has  compelled  our  vessels  to  de- 
viate their  courses,  and,  to  their  great  hazard  and 
loss,  detained  them  for  trial  iqKui  frivoloas  pre- 
tences. 

Our  vessels  hjive  been  subjected,  in  her  Courts, 
to  the  danger  of  subornation ;  to  precarious  and 
uncertain  testimony. 

Great  Britain  has  been  the  tnstrumoit  of  letting 
loose  the  pirates  of  the  Barbary  States  upon  our 
eommerce.  This  fact,  however  doubted  upon  the 
first  report,  is  placed  beycwd  doubt  by  the  late  con- 
duct 01  Porto^  towards  our  vesseU  in  her  ports. 

Are  these  tacts  denied?  If  not,  do  they  not 
operate  directly  and  sf^ecifically  upon  our  com- 
merce t  .  Is  it  not  astonishing,  aner  all  these  facts 
are  known,  and  often  repeated,  that  gentlemen 
diould  be  heard  to  inquire,  what  injuries  have  we 
received  &om  Great  Britain,  and  to  infer  that  the 
United  States  are  equally  favored  with  other  na- 
tioBB?  In  addition  to  these  things.  Great  Britain 
has  obser-'^  the  most  rigid  silence  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  firiendly  commercial  arrangements.  The 
gentleman  who  preceded  himj  doohted  her  indis- 
position for  a  treaty  j  silence  is  a  refoaal  to  act ;  a 
refusal  to  act  is  a  deniaL  The  late  despatches  do 
not  famish  the  most  distant  hope  <^  a  change  of 
disposition  in  this  respect. 

France,  on  the  other  hand,  has  offered  a  renewal 
of  the  existmg. commercial  treaty  upoa  the  most 
Itberal  policy. 

it  has  been  asked,  in  the  tone  of  sarcastic  tri- 
iam>h,  and  from  so  many  quarters    the  Commits 


tee,  as  to  give  it  the  air  of  previous  c<mcat,  What 
advantages  have  the  United  States  received  from 
the  French  treaty?  The^uestiim  is  answered  by 
recurrence  to  the  date  of  its  existence,  it  is  dated 
in  February,  1778 1  It  neknowtedged  oat  right  to 
trade  as  a  nation  1  It  was  ithe  first  act  of  oar  nn^ 
-tiimal  sorerugnty,  aeknoidedged  by  a  great  and 
powAfol  natim. 

Americans  at  that  day  deemed  it  no  inconsider- 
able boon,  and  this  is  the  first  time  AmericanM  have 
ever  questioned  it.  If  a  prophet,  in  1778,  had 
foretold  that,  in  1794^  this  question  should  haTe 
been  triumphantly  put  in  an  American  CraigreH, 
vrould-he  not  have  oean  deemed  a  visionary,  and 
would  not  the  prophecy  have  been  deemed  an  im- 
putation upon  the  American  character?  Yet,  so- 
strange  a  p-ophecy  would  have  been  realized  1 
But,  let  it  be  supposed  that  the  treaty  be  a  disad- 
vantageous one  to  the  United  States;  how  would 
the  admission  affect  the  present  question  ?  France 
seems  to  have  admitted  that  the  treaty  does  not 
emhtace  all  the  advantages  aridng  frcoa  the  mn- 
tual  intereovrse  of  the  two  natiou,  and  has  peo- 
posed  to  liberalize  the  terms.  The  disadTanti^ies 
of  the  treaty  have  been  sngaested. 

It  should  be  recollected  uiat  the  circumstance 
of  inconvenience  alluded  to,  depended  upon  a  coo- 
tingeucy — it  first  happened  to  France.  It  might, 
however,  first  have  happened  to  the  United  S  tates  ; 
and  if  the  United  States  had  been  ai^nf^  in  a 
war,  and  France  neutral,  the  inconvenience  eoan- 
plained  of  would  have  been  reversed. 

The  incompatibilitv  of  the  mercantile  interest 
with  the  success  of  the  French  cause,  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  commerce,  is  a  circumstance  to  be 
r^retted,  since  it  has,  perhaps,  produced  more  di*- 
anection  in  the  American  mind  than  any  other 
cause.  In  this  part  of  the  subject,  a  tart  ola  adage 
has  been  quoted  and  repeated  as  a. proper  rale  of 
conduct;  "No  friendship  in  trade."  It  is  presumed 
that  this  maxira  can  never  be  extended  to  mean, 
that  it  is  better  to  trade  with  an  eneorr  than  a 
friend.  It  would  be  deemed  an  act  of  foUy  in  an 
individual  to  |vefer  an  enemy  for  a  customer,  to 
a  frieud ;  paitKolarly  if  he  knew  that  the  enemy 
would  cut  his  throat,  or  rob  him  of  his  purse  the 
first  op^rtunity  which  might  oeeor,  and  thus  de- 
prive aim  tolaUy  of  the  means  of  tende-  the  re- 
mark apfdies  more  strongly  to  nations;  because 
they  are  not  subject  to  municipal  restraints ;  their 
power  and  their  will  are  only  to  be  consulted.  The 
friendship  of  a  nation,  particularly  a  great  nation, 
is  intrinsically  a  matter  of  value.  It  becomes  an 
important  item  of  calculation  when  it  is  founded 
upon  interest.  This  is  the  case  between  the  United 
States  and  France  at  this  momoit.  It  is  the  in- 
terest of  France,  that  the  United  States  should 
eontinue  a  RepubUoan  form  of  Govemment.  U 
is  the  interest,  it  is.  perhaps,  Uie  salvation  of  tin 
United  Slatei^  that  France  should  establish  and 
preserve  a  RepuUican  fimn  of  .QoTemmcttt.  He 
was,  therefore,  oS  opinicm,  that  the  fitvorable  di^ 
position  of  France,  towards  the  United  States, 

grounded  npon  interest,  is  a  thing  of  anterinl  n- 
le.  and  ou^ht  to  be  tuen  into  calsaln«i«i,  eves 
under  the  rigid  mazhaa  preserihed. 


Digitized  by 


B81 


38d 


Jahdakt,  1704] 


Commerce  of  the  VkUed  Statet. 


[H.  orR. 


A  Mntlemuk  from  Virginm^fMt.  Leb,]  to  avoid 
the  force  of  these  consideratiODs,  had  remarked 
that  there  was  a  greater  similarity  in  the  Govem- 
meat  of  the  United  States,  to  that  of  Great  Bri- 
tftin^han  to  that  of  France.  He  remarked,  that 
the  Kmcli  Repnblic  was  one  and  indirisible ;  that 
tike  QoTcrament  of  the  United  States  was  a  cod- 
federsted  Republic.  -  This  constitutes  no  essential 
difference  in  the  fundcmental  principle  of  the  two 
OoTemments ;  the  foundation  of  both  is,  the  eon- 
sent  of  the  pec^Ie ;  the  |)ursait  of  both,  an  equali- 
ty of  rights.  The  Bnti^  Gorernment,  he  re- 
mnked,  was  compdwd  of  three  branches,  as  was 
that  of  the  Uiuted  States.  It  should  be  remarked, 
that  Aef  tiflered  essentiaUy  in  the  component 
materiah;  coercion  and  not  the  eonsent  of  the  peo- 
vli^  is  Che  foottdation  d  the  British  Qoremment. 
Its  pttnait,  a  montmol^,  and  not  an  equality  of 
rights.  He  woold  dismiss  this  part  of  the  subject, 
W  ctmelnding  that,  so  far  as  the  relative  dis^osi- 
ttons  of  France  and  Britain  mar  affect  the  subject, 
every  fiitr  consideration  deduciole  therefrom,  ope^ 
rates,  coBchuirety,  in  favor  of  the  propositions. 

The  seooDd  pomt  in  view,  in  which  this  subject 
has  been  presented  to  the  Committee,  is,  the  con- 
duct of  Great  Britain,  towards  the  United  States, 
comparatively  with  foreign  nations.  He  did  not 
&ink  this  at  all  interesting  to  the  United  States ; 
nd  was  sorprised,  that  the  gentleman  who  just 
fveeeded  him,  sheuM  hare  renewed  and  relied  so 
maeh  opmt  it.  It  cannot  be  material  to  us,  that 
Great  Bfitain  should  impose  the  same  terms,  upon 
tin  odiw  uticnu,  ^ien  she  imposes  upcm  the 
Uaited  States ;  provided  they  be  alike  bjurious 
aad  dishonorable  to  all.  It  is  a  poor  consolation, 
that,  whilst  the  United  States  are  -in  a  state  of 
eommewial  bondage,  all  other  nations,  except  one, 
should  he  equally  so.  In  the  commercial  world, 
Cheat  Britain  has  assumed  the  position  of  the  do- 
aunant  nation ;  hut  she  is  indebted  to  the  acqui- 
•seeace  of  other  nations,  more  than  1o  her  own 
eaemr,  for  Ae  enjoyment  of  it. 

The  United  States  ought  not  to  wait  for  an  ex- 
amfde  from  other  nations.  They  ought  to  con- 
vnee  the  world  of  nations^  that  they  understand 
Aeur  own  righto,  as  a  nation;  and  possess  spirit 
nd  ahiUty  to  assert  and  enforce  them. 

He  mmld,  therefore,  dismiss  this  part, of  the 
aubgeet,  wituuc  Anther  eommen^  and  proceed  to 
eottidCT  it  in  a  more  iuferesting  feature ;  as  it  re- 
ipcets  the  commercial  intercourse  directly  be- 
tveea  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

The  true  grounds  upon  which  the  subject  ought 
to  be  etMisidered,  are  the  fbllowing: 
'  Whether,  in  the  existing  state  of  thin^,  the 
Uailed  States  do  reciprocate  with  Ch«at  Britain 
the  eommereial  advantages  arising'  from  their  mu- 
tMl  iDtnreoarse,  calculated  u|)on  the  relative  need 
of  cacheotmtry,  for  the  supi^ies  of  the  other?  and, 
if  not,  whether  the  relative  situation  of  the  two 
ctnntries,  and  the  &ati\re  of  thetr  respective  sup- 
pUet  do  not  enaMe  the  United  States  to  demand 
ndeafoHM  a  reci^ocity  1  And.  whether  political 
esttsMeMtiOBt  do  not  combine  m  recommending 
tfrtneasure  at  the  present  moment?  his  expect- 
ed that  the  propedHOBS,  if  carried  into  ^Seet, 


would  eventuate  either  in  a  commercial  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
upon  terms  of  reciprocity;  or  in  a  commercial 
conflict  between  the  two  nations. 

It  ts  to  be  observed,  that  doubts  have  been  sug- 
gested respecting  the  advantage?  of  commercial 
treaties,  upon  abstract  grounds.  Commercial  trea- 
ties are  admitted  to  be  the  creatures  of  the  selfish 
and  jealous  iwlicy  of  nations. 

It  would  be  a  desirable  thing  for  mankind,  if 
there  existed  but  one  commercial  treaty,  common 
to  all  nations ;  and  that  this  treaty  should  be  found* 
ed  apm  the  principle  of  a  mere  interchange  of 
citizoiship,  for  commercial  purposes.  This  ar- 
iangemeot  would  facilitate  the  interchange  of  the 
various  products  of  the  earth,  according  to  the  evi- 
dent win  of  the  Great  Author  of  Nature.  In  the 
execution  of  such  interchange,  eood  faith,  enter- 
prise, and  industry,  would  find  tneir  true  reward. 
This  benefit  to  mankind  can  never  be  expected, 
so  long  as  the  rights  (as  they  are  called)  of  des- 
pots shall  be  more  respected  and  practiced  upon 
than  the  Rights  of  Man.  It  is  the  knowledge,  in 
despots,  of  meir  own  usurpations,  and  their  fears 
of  detection,  which  interdict  this  great  benefit  to 
man.  Hence,  commercial  treaties  httve  become 
necessary,  to  reciprocate  the  advantaged  of  the  in- 
terchange of  the  products  of  the  contmcting  na- 
tions, by  relaxing  the  principle  of  restrictions.  To 
test  the  advantages  of  commercial  treaties,  in  the 
existing  state  of  things,  it  wonld  be  proper  to  in- 
quire what  would  be  the  effect  ctf  a  single  natijm 
which  should  acquiesce  under  restrictions,  whilst 
all  other  nations  imposed  them  1 

One  evident  effect  would  be  a  complete  mono- 
poly of  the  carir3ring  trade.  Another  effect  would 
be,  a  change  in  the  internal  direction  of  labor. 
This  effect  would  be  produced  by  unequal  duties 
upon  different  species  of  products. 

If  the  trade  of  the  acquiesciiig  nation  should  be 
monopolized  by  any  one  impeding  nation,  an  irre- 
sistible influence  would  be^ained  upon  the  inter- 
nal administration  of  the  Government  of  the  ac- 
quiescing nation.  It  is  not  ascertained  how  far  this 
may  be  the  relative  situation  of  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  at  this  moment.  It  is  admitted 
she  has  monopolized  one-half  of  our  trade;  she 
has  a  mercantile  capital,  operatioe  from  the  ex- 
tremes of  New  Hampshire  to  the  extremes  of 
Georgia ;  and  agents  engaged  in  the  management 
of  it.  Intimate  connexions  are  formed  between 
them  and  our  citizens.  Hence,  he  was  inclined  to 
think,  that  an  insensible  foreign  influence  was  ope- 
rating, at  this  moment,  upon  our  councils. 

In  this  state  of  things,  necessity  and  self-preser- 
vation dictate  the  measure  of  restrictions  to  coun- 
teract opposing  restrictions, ora  commercial  treaty, 
calculated  to  remedy  their  ill  effects. 

To  test  the  first  inquiry,  whether,  in  the  present 
state  of  things,  the  United  States  do  reciprocate 
with  Great  Britain  in  the  commercial  advantages 
arising  from  their  mutual  intercourse,  calculated 
upon  the  relative  need  of  each  country,  for  the 
supplies  of  the  other,  he  presented  a  statement 
which  had  been  relied  upon  by  the  gentleman  who 
itttrodneed  Ae  propositions,  showing,  in'  round 
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numbers,  the  total  toniUL^,aDd  seamen  employed 
ID  the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  with  the  proportion  thereof  employ- 
ed by  each  nation.  This  statement  had  reference 
to  the  year  179!^  and  if  it  were  not  critically  cor- 
rect, it  was  at  least  as  ftvorable  to  the  United 
States,  as  troth  would  warrant. 

The  whole  amotmt  ot  tonnage,  222,000;  the 
whole  amount  of  seamen,  13,320.  Of  these  totals, 
the  British  employed  156,000;  the  United  States, 
66,000  tons.  The  British  employed  9,360  seamen; 
the  United  States  employed  3,960  seamen.  This 
is  a  most  striking  view  of  the  subject,  and  if  there 
be  not  some  peculiar  quality  in  the  articles  of 
which  this  intercourse  is  composed^  to  justify  this 
state  of  thinn,  he  should  conclude,  that  there  is 
not  an  equij  participation  in  the  advantages  of 
mutual  intercourse ;  and,  instead  of  finding  any- 
thing from  the  nature  of  the  articles  constituting 
the  trad-!  to  justify  the  ineqiulity,  every  consider^ 
ation  from  that  source  serves  tp  aggravate  the  in- 
equality. 

The  whole  trade  of  the  United  States  to  the 
British  West  India  Dominions,  is  a  complete  mo- 
nopoly in  favor  of  Britain ;  of  course,  an  equal 
participation  in  that  pact  of  the  trade  was  not 
cODtended.  If,  then,  the  United  States  do  not 
participate  equally  in  the  advantages  of  their  in- 
tercourse with  Great  Britain,  it  is  proper  to  in- 
quire, whether  the  nature  of  their  supplies,  and 
tneir  present  political  situation,  do  not  enable  them 
to  demand  and  enfiorce  a  reciprocity?  The  sup- 
plies of  the  United  States  to  Britam,  consist,  ei- 
ther of  articles  for  re-exportation,  or  rude  fabrics 
for  manufactures. 

'  The  articles  of  supply  from  Great  Britain,  to  the 
United  States,  are  (oi  their  own  consumption ;  and 
the  great  proportion,  at  least  in  point  of  value,  coa- 
sists  of  luxuries. 

C^t  Britain  is  incompetent  to  her  own  supply 
of  suhsi&tence,  and  is  every  day  becoming  .more 
incompetent.  The  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina proved  this  fact  to  the  Committee  by  an  offi- 
cial mtdeniahle  document.  '  He  relied  upon  the 
&ct,  to  prove  that  Great  Britain  will  hereafter  be- 
come a  oetter  cnstomer  to  the  United  States.  He 
seemed  unaware  that  it  established  a  more  impor- 
tant point;  that  she  is  becoming  a  more  dependent 
customer.  This  is  one  of  the  most  important  con- 
siderations afforded  by  the  whole  subject;  it  is 
the  princi^  one  which  would  give  the  turn  to 
his  vote.  He  made  two  very  interesting  reflec- 
tions from  it;  the  one.  that  continual  increase  of 
debt,  and  paptM:  mactunery,  will  not  produce  a 
correspondent  increase  of  ability  in  the  nation  to 
feed  Itself.  That  an  infinity  of  paper  will  pot 
produce  an  iafimty  of  food.  The  other,  that  pro- 
portioned to  the  inaWlity  of  Great  Britam  to  reed 
oenel^  will  be  her  depoidenee  upon  a  naticm  nho 
can  feed  her.  The  United  States  furnish  an  abun- 
dant supply  of  subsistence  for  h«n«14  and  will 
shortly  be  able  to  feed  the  increasing  wants  of 
Great  Britain, 

In  Great  BrltaiJi,  every  species  of  occupation 
and  employment  is  not  onlv  filled  but  surcharged, 
Her  rafaiiect^  «5  was  enq)haticaUy  nmarkea  by 


the  gentleman  who  preceded  him,  oompeUed 
to  plough  the  ocean  for  subsistence.  Hence,  tlw 
difficult  of  changing  the  direction  of  lah«. 

In  the  United  States,  agricuUnre,  the  ^iraary 
occupation  of  man,  is  pot  fillcdt  iMwe,  th« 
facility  of  changing  the  dir«ctwa  of  Juor. 

One-sixth  of  the  whole  exported  manulketurea 
of  Great  Britain,  finds  a  mvrket  and  consuairtiiMi 
in  the  United  States;  at  least  50,000  hands  nm 
employed  in  making  this  supidy :  ^p  the  eoiv 
sumption,  and  examme  the  eSeot.  The  gestto' 
man  who  preceded  him  is  of  opiniout  tut  BO 
great  effect  can  he  expected  from  so  trivial  a  cause. 
a  he  would  reflect  that  the  nadoa  is  in«opi{ieteAI 
to  her  own  supply  of  subsistence;  is  growing  stiU 
more  so,  and  uutt  every  occupation  is^urchac^td* 
depriving 50,000 ptunonsof  the  meansof  subaistenoa 
would  not  be  a  trivial  cause.  In  such  a  state  of 
things  it  would  be  a  great  cause,  whioii  might 
produce  great  effects. 

Grreat  Britain,  tottering  under  the  weight  of  m 
Bang,  a  Court,  a  nc^ty,  a  ptisidtood,  annieai  am* 
vies,  debts,  and  all  the  complicaSed  maehiBe^  of 
oppression,  which  serves  to  inomnee  tb«  nujaaber 
of  tmproductivQ,  and  tepseja  Bumbei  of  paodw* 
tive  hands,  (the  true  source  of  the  mabili^  of  th« 
nation  to  feed  herMl^]|  at  this  moment  eogmfed 
in  a  foreign  war ;  taxation,  alreadgr  carried  to  tba 
ultimatum  of  financial  device;  the  ability  <tf  th« 
people  already  diuilayed  in  the  payment  of  tazeiS) 
constituting  a  poLitical  phenomenon;  ail  prvn 
the  debility  of  the  system,  and  the  deorepitwie  of 
old  age.  On  the  other  )iand,  the  United  Statee, 
in  the  flower  of  youth,  inoreasiitt  in  hands,  in* 
creasing  in  wealth;  and,  although  an  imitativ* 
policy  has  unfortunately  prevailed  in  the  eree- 
tion  of  a  funded  debt,  in  the  estabUshuent  «f  aa 
army,  anticipating  a  navy,  and  %ll  the  paper  mn^ 
chinery  for  mcreasing  ue  niunlier  of  onradu** 
tive,  and  lessraiag  the  numhtf  of  pEMuetivn 
hands ;  yet,  the  operations  of  natucal  caiisns  bKm, 
as  yet,  m  some  a^;r«e,  conatemilei.  their  iafl»* 
ence,  and  still  furnish  a  ^reat  superiority,  in  oom- 
parison  with  Great  Britain. 

There  is  another  interesting  &ot,  which  ooAt 
to  be  considered ;  the  expensive  nuehineFr  d  the 
British  Government  has  produced  a  neeeesity  tiv 
revenue,  which  exceeds  the  ability  of  her  vwde 
internal  resources^  her  Navigation  Act  taxes  all 
nations  for  a  portion  of  her  revenne ;  she  is  in- 
debted to  the  acqoiesecnce  of  other  nations  tot  ika 
products,  ra^er  than  to  hnr  own  nUlity  loctt- 
tbrce  it. 

It  has  been  said  and  repeated,  that  lite  Navisn* 
tiaa  Act  of  Great  Britain  is  irresistible.  He  Be- 
lieved no  sertoQs  experiment  had  ever  been  eandn 
upon  it,  wad  no  reason  has  been  assigned  ibr  Um 
assertion.  He  could  see  no  peculiar  qnalitgr 
tached  to  that  act,  to  distinguish  it  from  any  othnt 
act,  or  to  render  it  more  irresistiUe;  nof  diooU 
he  believe  it  possessed  such  a  peouiar  4«nUli]^ 
without  it  could  be  pointed  ont,  u4  made  vist m. 
But,  if  such  be  the  quality  <Mr  a  Navigation  Ant, 
why  would  not  a  Naviaatmn  AcL  nmed  1^ 
United  States,  be  equally  imsiatiUe?  It  wwM 
certainly  countmet  the  tvra*  of  the  British  Nniit 
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0mi  A^Xy  M  ^  iw  it  tftZM  the  Usitad  StMii  | 
Mkd  tUs  «mnple  to  othsr  Mtions  might  he  «4- 
t^4cd  with  Miiou*  e6bcts  to  Gie«t  Britain  in  the 
pTOseBt  foicMl  tm^  «f  things  in  that  QoTCcmncKt. 

It  hw  been  Mid  byaeeaUnnan  from  Maryland, 
[Mr.  FoausT,]  that  ooly  ovwrsixth  of  the  trade  of 
GralBfitain  is«afiied«A«itfa  the  United  States; 
and  that  oB»-balf  of  the  txade  of  the  United  States 
is  carried  on  with  Oreat  Qritaiai  and  from  those 
&eta,heiaferfedthatrin  a  state  of  a  coDsawratal 
ctmftiet  between  the  two  naticBU,  the  United 
^tes  wonld  be  the  sofierar  ia  aame  propor- 
tkm.  Thii  is  an  int6i«elin«  view  of  the  mbjeet, 
aadUonght  tabeeiEa«inM.  E^om  a  mew  the^ 
oiciie  pMpoiitio&  Uw  infinanae  would  be  jut; 
hvtf  it  eonaktafy  wvenad  by  cha  axiMing  pme* 
tienl  stale  itfthian;  iidiaamingsiMaoftunga, 
the  otte*M«th  flf  the  tnde  of  Grant  Britain  to  the 
Ufli^  Stat^  ii  ejGtren^  profitable  to  her.  h 
consists  of  articles,  in  some  degree,  caseatud  to 
bar  othar  tiada  Pot  andpearluh,  for  her  linan; 
Ukttgo,  tot  b«v  eleth;  tofaaooo,  for  MnnoAotnce 
aad  la^portatidn,  and,  of  course,  makiw  a  part 
of  the  other  five-MXtha  of  her  trade  (  hnnW,  for 
bar  Nnvjr  and  her  West  India  Don^nioas.  Where- 
as, one^half  of  the  trade  of  the  United  States  to 
Qniu  Britain  may  be  a  lo^ngtTMb ;  agreat  paopov* 
tien  of  iteonsistBof  loxtuics  ibreenmmption.  after 
harm^  reeured  the  kst  polish  from  the  artinn ; 
and  so  Ua  cannot  be  essential.  He  thoaghx  this 
coiuidaratiQa  had  not  made  the  imprefrion  xmtm 
the  Cewnitlee  which  it  merited.  If  the  UmM 
Stases  he  oonqetaiU  t&  their  own  smly  of  usefkl 
and  Decenary  artioiea,  or  ean  fanem  tttemselTes 
ftom  otfaar  Biarketi^  ha  did  net  believe  that  any 
ill  woold  arise  from  Mi^Ung  arlides  of  m«ra  Ittz- 
nry,  lees  aacesdUa  to  the  oitiiepa  ef  the  United 
SttKea  ihaa  thay  now  are ;  f»  the  emtracy,  he 
bettered  it  woaU  add  to  the  momb.  the  wealth, 
and  the  indfjaandeneetrfthe  United  Slates.  Most 
flf  tha  preeedhig  ramaifa  i^pk  to  the  trade  cur- 
ried on  diieotly  between  thie  United  States  and 
Qieftt  BriXain.  Her  West  India  Dipminioaa  are 
mere  o«r  many ;  and  it  is  there  the  dooabiant 
nataaa  imposes  the  most  injurions  and  diihosor- 
die  oanditians  npo*  OUT  trade.  To  present  to  the 
Cennatttee  a  geuml  view  of  this  part  ^  ^  snb* 
net,  he  requested  to  be  iadeiged  with  reading  a 
few  coKeise  paiaages  from  Mr.  T.  Coxe's  n|dy  to 
Loril  Sheffield,  npcm  OomaMerae.  This  peiteno- 
aaec,  he  eemaaked,  hwl  great  aaerit  far  iu  iatdH- 
9e«oe^  aeonracy,  and  eandoa: 


GW4>  BUTAIV 

FMUdtsAmiriMn  «es> 
wis  ftem  iimhig  tnts  lbs 
ports  otfsevml  psrtssf  bar 
niiMialiiis,  visi  the  Wert 
TsJiBe,  (^knada^lTofsSni- 
tia.  New  Bnawmk,  Now- 
iiiiaJhu^,  Cspe  Breton, 
Bndsan^  Bs/ ,  Hendona 
Bay,  sod  her  East 

Geaat  Britain  imptana 
danUs  light  MW9  ^ 


Tna  Unvaa  SvAva* 

AW  BiMriiveaaebi  In- 
to dl  tteir  psiti^  aiddeet  t« 
a  touMga  doty  of  inrty- 
finir  ceBli»«e  twaetj  Awu 
ititMag  peace,  more  tbaa 
Awaican  vaaaab;  sad  an 
additfse  .of  mt  tenth,  to 
iba  uHWatof  the  inpost 
aMmiogto  thair  cargoaa. 

Tbe  Uwted  fliatas  da 
nstiiaffpaiaiiftalitf»«n' 


hi 

of  bar  porta. 

Giest  Britain  j^bibiti 
^  amjdoyment  of  Amen- 
can-built  ships  by  her  own 
dtbaiu  in  many  branches 
of  trade,  opon  any  terpUf 


Mff  w  Britiih  naials  to 

tstajtSihmi  porta. 

Tbe  Unit»d  States  ad* 
mits  tbe  tmj^oyment  ol 
Britiid)-bt)ilt  snipa  by  their 
own  citizeiu  in  every 
Iwancb  of  trade,  apoo  tho 
terms  of  for^-four  cent* 
extra  per  ton,  andone-tentb 
extra  on  the  impost  ariaing 
from  their  cargoes. 

Tbe  United  States  ad- 
mit Ae  importation'  of 
goods  into  Ae  United 
States  in  British  waaala^ 
flomevaay  conaky  vrtiat- 


Ofwit  Britain  pnhibita 
tho  importation  of  gooda 
into  Great  Britwn  by  Ame- 
rtwa  veaada,  torn  any 
odier  oowMry  ttan  w 
Unitsd  atalaa. 

Gnat  Britain  ynUUta 
the  KHpertatiafli  htteChaat 
Britain  fina  the  United 
States,  by  American  vea- 
aele,  of  ail  gooda  net  pror 
docedby  the  United  StMap, 
and  otbiars,  at  all  times. 

Great  Britain  prohibits, 
for  conuderable  terms  of 
time,  some  of  the  prine^jwl 
agricultural  productions  of 
the  Uiuted  States,  and 
odista  at  all  times. 

Great  Britam  prohibits 
the  importation  of  some 
American  artidee  in  Ame- 
rican ah^  or  any  but 
BrifiA  ddpa,  bito  b*  Bv- 
repean  DoHdnbais.  , 

firaat  Britain  doss  ndC 
permit  sn  A,mwflae  dta* 
MB  to  import  gooda  into 
soma  ofbw  l>(anndoa^a»d 
to  saD  thsm  thnnv  eaan  ia 
British  vesaeih  In  other 
parts  of  her  I)ominion% 
she  biys  an  extra  tax  on 
him  or  bis  sales. 

Great  Britain  |«obibits 
the  consnmptien,  of  some 
American  articles,  of  whi^ 
she  permits  the  iniportai- 
tion. 

Oreat  Britain  prohlMto 
the  importation  of  Ameri- 
can articles  from  foteign 
ceontriaa  mto  Britiah  Do- 
inhrioai^  eraa  in  her  own 
*^ 

Fnw  the  view  of  the  sqbjeot  here  exhibited,  it 
wonid  be  naturaUy  inCwrred,  that  tbe  United  States 
must  be  depradant  npon  the  West  ladies  foB  their 
very  cxiataneej  but  it  is  known,  that  truth  catn 
sistfl  in  the  leTCivaof  this&ct;  benQe,tha  tnie order 
in  the  nature  of  thiiu|s  is  reversed  Stom  artifieiai 
aiaaafanientst  and,  be  believed,  that  nothing  but 
exertion  was  necessary  to  reinstate  the  jast  and 
natural  wder  of  tbinga.  Let  the  article  or  ram  be 
taken  80«  Airthai  iBNptmtion  ttf  thia.  pavt  of  the 
anbieet. 

Buaa  affords  tha  whole  caltnhted  profits  of  tha 


na  Uiitod  Stales  doi 
not  pnhfldt  the  lm|raln 
tion  wto  the  United  Btatav 
from  Great  Britain  by  Brir 
tiah  veeeeHof  any  gaoda 
not  prodnoad  by  Qiaal 
Britam. 

The  United  States  ycBi 
biMt  none  of  tbe  agricul- 
tural productions  of  Gbreat 
Britain  or  her  Dominifliaft 


The  United  States  do 
not  prohibit  the  imports, 
tion  of  ai^  Britfab  article 
in  Briti^  vessels,  or 
but  Ameriean  veasela. 

ThelMtad  Statea  pan 
aiit  a  Britadi  cttban  toim* 
port  gooda  into  aH  Useir 
porta,  in  any  Tssaala,  and 
to  sail  ttwm  there  without 
any  extra  tax  «n  biai.  or 


The  UnUad  Sutea  d« 
not  prdilbit  tlie  consunm* 
tion  of  any  Britiah  artiae 
whatever. 

The  tinted  States  do 
not  pmhlbit  Ae  Importa- 
tion of  BritiA  artidea  from 
Iteefgn  eoairtifaa,  in  aay 
sbipa. 
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Ommerte  efthe  Urtttsd  fUtOa. 


[Jauuabt^ITM. 


Wflrt  Indies,  the  whole  of  other  prodftets  ar« 
supposed  to  he  onlr  eqairalent  to  the  charges  for 
the  support  of  th«  Islands.  Rnin  is  dvtied  in  Qreat 
Britain  almost  equal  to  a  prohibition.  The  United 
States  furnish  its  chief,  its  only,  competent  mar- 
ket. They  afford  lumber  for  the  vessels  eaclosing 
it.  They  afford  bread  for  the  workmen  raising  it. 
The  article  itself  is  a  ruinous  luxury.  Under 
these  circumstances,  take  a  view  of  the  terms 
upon  which  this  article  is  supplied  to  the  United 
Slates.  The  carriag*  is  con^etely  monopolized. 
The  earriace  of  the  articles  given  in  exchange, 
•nicies  iiMispensabie  to  the  promiity  of  ue 
islands,  completely  monopoUzea.  The  emttraeto 
for  Uie  interchange  cmnpletely  monoptrfized.  If 
the  United  States  were  to  withhold  tlttir  supplies 
from  At  West  Indies,  either  they  wonld  become 
wiproAtaUe  to  Great  Britain,  or  she  mint  relax 
the  existing  conditions  imposed  on  our  interoonrse 
widi  them. 

N(tthing  can  be  more  degrading  and  insulting  to 
the  United  States  than  the  temporary  suspensions 
of  the  prohibitory  restrictions.  Behold  a  hungry 
Colonial  Prefect,  at  least  a  Prefect  anticipating 
hunger,  declaring  by  proclamation  to  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  that  if  they  will  furnish  him 
with  food  within  a  certain  given  limited  time  he 
will  Tonchsafe  to  eat  it;  ana  behold  the  citizens 
crf'the  United  States  eagerly  catching  at  this  sin* 
gt^r  act  of  condeieensuui  1 

Althooe^  it  has  been  contended  that  onr  com- 
mence wnn  Great  Britain  is  upon  a  footing  not  to 
be  complaiBipd  ofyM  has  been  conceded  that  our 
navication  labors  under  uodne  restuctions.  A 
gemtemen  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Goonnoa,] 
who  is  remarkable  for  the  perspieuity  and  definite- 
Bess  d  hi*  ideas,  seems  to  nave  had  rather  loose 
ceneeptions  upon  this  subject.  That  gentleman 
remarked,  and  it  has  been  repeated,  that  he  was  in 
lavoT  of  an  increase  of  tonnage  upon  all  foreign 
vessels,  without  discrimination,  aitt  motive  was 
the  ^otection  of  our  own  shipping.  His  objection 
to  the  discrimination  was  the  competition  of 
France.  The  gentleman  remarked,  at  the  same 
time,  that  in  case  high  duties  should  be  imposed 
vpon  British  manufactures^  France,  in  the  present 
state  of  thiaga^waa  d^toalified  from  supplying  us. 
If  the  gantl^aAi  rei^y  has  theprotecticM  m  our 
shii^ping,  as  well  as  the  manufaetnies  at  heart,  by 
eztendii^;  his  reflections  a  little  further  he  would 
hare  foimd  a  eonsokUon  in  this  tnith — that  the 
same  canse  which  at  nresent  disqualifies  France 
from  supplying  us  witn  manufactures,  would  dis- 
qualif]^  ner  from  any  dangerous  competition  with 
our  shipping ;  but  can  it  be  deemed  a  serious  and 
Taried  objection  to  the  propositions,  that  France 
may  ultimatelyparticipate  in  the  advantages'?  Is 
diis  a  proper  gmmd  for  reftising  to  our  snipping 
and  manufactures  a  present  as  well  as  a  perma- 
nent encouragement?  The  same  gentleman  re- 
marked, that  the  increased  duties  would  opevate 
as  a  tax  upon  our  constituents ;  if  this  should  be 
Otte  effect,  it  ought  not  to  afford  an  obfjection.  If 
diey  he  pndoetive,  it  wUl  hserease  the  aWUty  of 
the  Treasury,  and  it  is  known  that  an  increase  of 
nroHie  is  anticipated.  This  option  does  not, 


however,  comport  with  another,  whieh  has  been 
indefinitely  mentioned  by  several  gendemen,  hat 
has  been  redaced  to  more  definiteness  by  a  gentle* 
man  from  Maryhnd,  [Mr.  Fobrebt.]  He  as* 
serted  that  three-fourths  of  our  revenue  will  be 
afieoted  by  the  propoeitioaB  on  the  table. 

This  is  an  important  consideratim,  and  merits 
examination.  He  declared  ^t  no  gendeman  was 
more  disposed  than  himself  to  rote  fbr  that  por- 
tion of  revenue  which  shorid  he  deemed  essentiid 
to  the  proper  and  necessary  energy  of  die  Govern- 
ment;  he  thoosfat  this  part  of^the  snbjeet  hmi 
been  superficial^  •zamned;  he  admitted  the 
Tcrenne  may  idtimatcly  be  lesatfned,  but  it  witt 
not  he  lost.  There  is  no  certainty  diat  it  will  be 
lessened.  From  his  view  of  the  prmtositicms,  and 
the  manner  in  w^ieh  the  blanks  wdl  probaUy  be 
filled,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  revenue  woold 
for  some  time  be  augmented  by  carrying  the  -pro* 
positions  into  effect 

This  would  contkine  to  he  the  case  until  the 
increase  of  duties  should  so  &r  dlmhiish  importa- 
tiom  as  to  counterbalance  the  d^imce  between 
the  existing  duties  and  those  proposed  to  be  laid. 

If  the  operation  of  the  proportions  should  di- 
itiinish  the  importation  of  laxuries,  so  far  he 
thoi^ht  it  would  werease  the  abililr  of  die  Umted 
States  to  pay  revenue;  and  he  din  not  etmeeiTe 
the  particular  mode  ctf  drawing  revenue  was  at  all 
important  to  die  United  States.  Bat  if  tfais  argo- 
ment  of  revrane  be  conclasiTe,  at  what  time  will 
it  cease  to  operate  with  die  same  force  diMit  doW 
does  ?  If  gentlemen  have  antanpatQd  the  glorious 
period,  divulge  the  pleasing  secret,  when  the  na- 
tion may  make  an  exertion  for  the  restoradon  of 
violated  rights  without  alarms  to  revenue  I 

It  has  been  emphadcally  remarked  by  a  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Gubk.]  who  has  had 
great  experience  in  Amarican  ad^rs,  that  dus 
was  not  the  language  of  America  at  the  time  of 
the  n<»-importadon  associations.  This  was  not 
the  language  of  America  at  the  dme  of  the  Decla- 
radon  oflndependence.  Wheoce,then,thischaBge 
of  American  sentiment  ?  lbs  Amertsa  less  ability 
than  she  then  had?  Is  she  less  jraeparel  for  a 
national  trial  than  she  dien  was?  This  canmit 
be  pretended.  There  has  been,  it  is  tme,  eae 
great  chu^  in  her  ptrfitical  situation.  Amerioa 
has  now  a  randeddeH;  she  had  no  funded  debt 
at  those  glorious  epodis.  May  not  this  cbang*  of 
sentiment,  thcrefiire,  he  looked  for  in  her  i^aag* 
of  situation  in  this  respect)  May  it  sot  be  lookid 
for  in  the  inimitative,  sympathetic  ornnization  of 
our  funds  with  the  British  funds?  May  it  not  he 
locdted  for  in  the  indiscriminate  patticipatioos  of 
citizens  and  foreigners  in  the  emoluments  of  the 
funds?  May  it  not  be  looked  for  in  the  wishes  of 
some  to  assimilate  the  Cbvennnent  of  the  United 
States  to  that  of  Gteat  Brit&m,  or  at  least  hi 
wishes  for  a  more  intimate  connexion? 

If  these  causes  exist,  it  is  not  diffieiilttoflhd  the 
source  of  the  oadonal  debiKtv.  It  is  not  difficult 
to  see  that  the  interests  of  the  fHr  who  receive 
and  disburse  the  puUie  contributions,  are  more  re- 
spected than  the  interasts  of  the  great  majority  of 
tneseeaety  who  ttmUh  the  eoutsibutiens.  R  is 
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m§   terowr  of  cwcmw. 

jAauAiiT,  1794.}  0»MMerce  of  ike  United  State*, 


Bot  difBcBlt  to  se  tlwt  the  CtoTeiament,  iastsftd 
qf  IcigisUting  for  «  few  miUioiu,  is  tegUlaling  for 
a.  lew  thou—nds,  and  that  the  saoredness  their 
rigliu  is  the  pvai  oUtack  to  a  ^eat  natioaal 
czeatiML 

Mr.  6.  lemaike^  that  poUtieal  oonnderatiow. 
in  his  opuioD,  oombioed  in  retKmuneBding  the 
propositioDa  at  the  present  momenL  The  Enro- 
peaa  the  delieaie  vnin  of  the  mt,  aAbidad 
IB  hie  wBdatvoa^  indMowftin  to  the  ineuwe. 
Theae  «flasid«mtHMw  had  beoi  mrgied  with  a  new 
to  an  (MOBite  efl^t;  bat  he  wraldftdE,  uptime 
wohU  be  chosen  a  wise  nalion,  eonpantir^jr 
mmkj  to  address  herself  to  an  nnjoM  nation,  eom- 
pwmUTdTstioa^  for  a  natoration  of  riolMad 
i%hts?  Would  a  not  be  iriien  the  strong  nation 
dhoold  be  so  angued  as  to  be  ineapaUe  of  exertiM 
her  wlu^  nndinded  fme  in  the  resirtawee?  Thb 
is  the  ease  with  Oraat  Britain  at  {tfwant}  fiat, 
«4&atever  may  be  (he  ultioubtc  event  of  the  pre- 
sent Ibuopean  Qoalest,  the  svbiogatiM  of  Fianee 
will  xeqaiK  at  least  another  cswpaign  H««  he 
ihoo^t  the  tart  adage  quoted  by  some  genSlsnMn, 
fitted  the  snttjeotniwh  better  than  that  part  of  it 
to  which  it  had  been  applied.  No  fsieitdship  im 
tmde.  The  UiutedStntee  only  dewandwil  >  testa- 
mtion of Tiolatad lights.  QrealBriteia^  eon*  I 
mitted  the  nelation.  U  was  onneeessnit  to  ra- 
capitulate  the  iiaiiiissinaii  af  OecatBiitau  mtm 
the  national  r%hta  of  the  United  States.  He 
eoold  not  help  repeMing  one  eircwutnnco— her 
snlueMiDg  Awerimn  vcMels.  to  seismeand  seuvh, 
wtfiTgrnpting  those  of  Sweden  and  Denssarh. 
This  erideneed  a  peooUar  enaaUv  teveUed  at  the 
United  States.  He  ventiooed  this  cireumitaMC 
for  another  reason.  It  shoald  be  reeoHaeted  that 
some  nnauthorised  attaoopts^  weie  nukde  uptm  the 
ressab  o£  Sweden  and  Denmark,  and  that  &m 
and  manly  aneweri.  produced  conoessiins.  Astha 
only  aautml  nations  emept  the  United  8tate%  they 
hare  sat  an  sxaaple  which  onght  la  be  isuuied} 
(ar,  notwithstaadu^  the  ttinal  weight  of  the 
Ciuted  Stnlea  in  the  aeale  af  European  oAits,  as 
has  baan  snsgeelnd,  be  bdieved  that  Qrcat  Britain 
wooldpfefer  a  war  with  both  those  nntiona  to  a 
war  with  the  United  Btetes. 

ThereccBtexKuleof  Swedes  andPennrk. 
piores  that  the  British  CaUnet  are  as  acasiUe  af 
the  advazitages  of  eonaeaiioo,  ia  eeqaa  cases,  aa 
they  were  insensiUe  in  other  oases,  of  Ihe  die> 
hooOT  of  eommiuing  de[H«daticMis  on  the  rights  of 
other  nations. 

lir.  G.  tlwwgbt  another  CMinderatiDn  of  the 
moment  extremely  important.  The  injuries  and 
insnks  of  Gseat  wita^  renealed  and  continned, 
hare  excited  such  an  impqUe  in  the  public  mind, 
that  the  whole  people  would  feelingly  seeeodany 
deeisive  meaaoies  whi^  the  Qorerameat  migtit 
adopt  Cbff  restoiiag  the  honor  t)€  the  nation;  and, 
if  a  national  trial  shooU  be  the  result  of  the  pro- 
positions, it  would  from  that  cause  be  commenced 
nnder  the  most  pleasing  and  piomii£ng  anqnees. 
Sarcnil  gentlemsw  opposed  to  the  reaotmioashaiw 
declaied  their  reeenimait  against  Biitaii^  and  pio* 
bssed  themselTee  fix  energetic  meastires  to  lesloie 
theboiutof  the  Mtiap.  Ha  wished  the  gmd» 


faopR. 


men  would  specify  their  propositicms,  and  btsng 
them  before  the  Comouttee ;  oe  thought  it  weuM 
be  a  much  better  evidence  of  their  dispositions 
than  objecting  to  ike  present  propositiMiM  without 
offering  a  snbetttut^  He  declared  that  he  wasnoc 
so  mack  wedded  to  the  present  prepoaitioDs,  as  net 
to  be  willing  to  omsider  any  otkets  which  mig^ 
be  better  calculated  to  {voduoe  the  inteaded  e&ot. 
A  gentleman  from  Viq^in.  [Mr.  Lu,]  who  itr 
finmed  dm  Committee  that  li^  was  not  sent  iwrn 
to  indulge  his  Nsentmenis,  fttrfeawd  at  the  sanat 
time  the  most  Ticdnt  resentment  agausi  the  Cafei- 
net  of  Cheat  Britain,  while  he  proaouneed  a* 
ealogv  upon  the  British  people.  If  the  paa|dfr 
would  adopt  the  gentlenun's  idea,  wd  sepamla 
tharaselTes  from  the  Cabinet,  he  might  be  justifed 
in  his  distincUon.  Tlie  propoHtion,  in  that  eaa% 
would  be  levelled  against  tiie  C^inet,  and  net 
against  the  pcc«le.  In  that  event,  both  his  reaent- 
meot  and  auaonments  might  ha  indidged. 
if  the  eeMlcsnen  weald  ne«oUeet  that  the  dispose- 
tien  of  the  people  towards  the  United  States  ia 
communicated  <mly  through  the  Cabinet,  thnt 
they  support  the  Cabinet,  that  the  Cabinet  is  tha 
organ  of  their  will,  he  mil  find  that  his  disiineticn 
is  vriu^y  without  Hcmndation. 

We  have  been  admonished  of  .(he  prDpciaty  <C 
banishing  fiseling  and  maoning  to  judgsaanc  A 
nation  bemg  compeeed  -of  due  aggregate,  of  ikdir 
ridnals,  he  beliwed  paasesmd  the.  sinae  ktiimmt 
and  he  doubted  the  troth  of  the  ^hiloeophv  wl&h 
advised  us  to  baniA  an  essential  ingredient  of 
human  nature.  Feeling  and  judgonnt  ou^  M 
perform  their  vMpactive  offisesj  li^ling  snoidd 
stimulate  ev  aeliaas;  jii4pm«u  should  wect  the 
wisest  means  for  its  gnti£Mili<m ;  patianoe  is  an 
admirable  beast  of  bwdeo,  fant  not  of  entwpriaax 
it  bears  misfortunes  welL  but  was  never  eaiculatsd 
to  r««ist  oponessions.  The  United.  Stalee  h«ie 
been  ii^areif  and  insulted.  Instead*  therefore,  ef 
patience  and  iiMbearaace— wisdom,  caution  her- 
seli^  w<Hild  areaoriha  boldness,  eMerpriac^  ensiyyi 
firmness.  America  has  theraeva  pmrntod  wie 
conduct,  and  experience  has  Mavad  tlint  it  is  net 
unwise.  He  believed  that  Oceat  Britain  eale» 
lated  upon  her  own  influome,  and  a  want  of  eon- 
eert  in  ow  eounoila}  noir  was  the  time  to  coib- 
Tinoe  the  world  that  iaijwy  from  d^ond  prodneej 
concert  «t  home.  Thu  oondnet  had  thetete* 
characterized  America;  he  hoped  it-wmddntimayv 
cwtinws  to  chnmoterize  Amenoa' 

Tile  CommiMee  now  rase,  i^MMed  pMglM% 
and  asked  leave  io  sit  agaut; 


Friday,  Jannary  24. 

Ordend,  That  the  Letter  from  the  Oovemer 
of  KcntOBfcy,  enelosiiw  a  representatioa  fiem  the 
L^islatare  of  the  said  State,  respecting  an  a  Hjnss 
meat  ef  a  claim  (rf*  that  State  against  the  Umel 
States,  for  the  enpense  of  entain  aapedirinw 
uninst  die  Indiatts,  wUeh  w«n  laid  bifara  An 
House  on  the  twenty-third  dny  of  Ja— ary.  one 
thpQsand  seven  hundred  and  nmcty'ithree,  he  m 
Ihncdtotha  SMietMy- «f  the  Trensnqr,  ivilb  jaf 

I 

\Digitized  by  Google 


0 


nBifomr  of  comonss. 


H.opR.3 


smwtion  to  eMtaine  the  sum,  ud  itepm  his 
VftetoA  Aereti{mii  to  the  House. 

COMMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Tke  Hottw  tgmtt  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
l»itt«a  of  Ike  Wide  Hoom  on  the  npott  of  the 
SwnRmry  of  State  ob  the  ptiTil^^  and  reefrie- 
4ioiu  on  the  eoBameKe  of  (be  United  States  tn 
ikuiga  coaatties. 

'  Mr.  HaHtlbV! — I  bat«  paid  attentioa  to  the 
4ftetMf  and  hare  cflAaiderwl  ihen  mfidf  at  xaj 
^ktmhmi  bw,  u  many  of  my  ideas  and  rea^s 
Attra  faaan  alnady  expnaMed  in  superior  language, 
Um«ld  not  be  genenns  tn  me  to  detnte Com- 
ttitiaefotany  length  of  time.  Indeed,  asour  dele- 
galian  is  divided,  tt  henomes  ne  to  mrite  a  few 
«kiienrattons^  in  order  to  satisfy  my  itonstitwents 
Wfoa^  irhat  growtdi  I  atttr 

From  the  tarn  the  diriwtes  harrc  wken,  potMes 
M^complieated  with  the  preemi  ouettim  {  and  I 
mnai  obesi^e,  that  the  oondwff  er  Oreat  IMtatn 
has  Mt  been  fVi^kUy  to  the  eountty.  She  has 
net  ddivaied  op  the  poses,  agreeauy  to  treaty, 
aMi  tbaraby  Inrolfteg  as  u  ati  etpenslTe  w. 
The  Amenos n  woHd  is  eonrineed  that  sb«  has 
supported  the  IndiSfM  in  thaf  -Ml*  against  us. 
Amtnoaidan  -and  anM  they  eertunhr  (^>iaihed 
ftomBiMsfeaganiaal'AototB}  and  the  laige  body 
4fladiad««diMhwa«  - together  in  tha  year  1791, 
MN  «f  vlriah  diAhMd  <MiMnd  Stl  Clair's  amy, 
ud  ^  samgea  iriw  ooUeated  m  arms  daring  tlw 
last  rear)  nrosc  bare  been  snbsisted  in  prensions 
by«&aBrMahk  No  aeUcyofthelndiansLinfiBnner 
aapHieMt,  seiem^  uime  to  han  been  adeqiutn  t» 
aaeh  cinrnwiaafleB.  titt  of  the  tvewb 

•f  Ameiriea,  whieh  weft  bmind  to  Fmneej  nwrn 
ihv  sea^  uid  taking' ihefla  into  BritiA  pMls^-mth* 
nncv  ye|<anling  whether  the  plaeeb  to  which  they 
wmt  bo  and  were  hefci^ed  or  not^this  is  eontrarv 
ta  the  tan*  of  Mti(ni»-^he  wanton  enielty  end 
insalsnoe  «f  sente  of  their  prirateers,  upon  the 
TMiefa  and  afalwhs  of  this  eoontiy-^i^besideg,  there 
«aMn«cbe«dovhtrespectiwtheAlgevine9.  They 
«Mre«dttnited  inta  ttm  Atfitnile  by  the  oonsent  or 
nmnlvatw*  of  Oreat  Britain,  and  many  unsnap«<n- 
iagr-AknMieaM  have  been'wized  on  the  ocean,  and 
wtied  iiHiMaMfi^inr.  T&nsnamaerlonaldjttriea, 
kf  nWah  tfca  AUenean  etoaeier  is  aatleh  Wtfttttd- 
ti?  attd  ty*  MflMTf  ehHs  iMiHy,  fmm  every 
tffmmi)  for  ftdrtMt 

The  resolatiena  on  the  table,  their  adtOMIes 
nijMnJj  if  iieptfed,  wmild  opeiwe  agnii^c  G^t 
Britain  so  forcioly,  as.  to  oMin  her  to  chan^ffe  her 
policy  and  do  us  justice,  and  by  the  foundation  for 
good  offices  between  America  and  France.  Could 
we  be  certain  that  those  views  would  be  realized, 
or  those  ends  attained,  by  adopting  the  resolutions, 
they  sbeaU  hsm  my  hearty  assent.  When  those 
fitanUe  prospects  were  held  forth,  tny  wishes 
MM  with  part  of  the  rsaoltttkms  f  for  several  dayi 
I'  have  KToare  to  brinff  my  Judgment  to  eoncnr, 
bm  I  fad  I  camuM.  The  a^piments  mid  reasons 
aftied  do  not  couvinee  ne  that  the  rcsolmlons 
mil  Madns<  the  dcaired  efflMt  of  their  advoeateft ; 
and  I  have  many  difimlilas  which,  I  ilear,  eannot 
baabfattad.  ifth«dbtk8«MlaM'reirhi{rh,tkty 


wiU  mnoont  1»  a  pArftibiaimft.  These  Stated  arc 
now  in  a  floari^ng  Condition,  yet  many  attletet 
necessary  to  the  improremeM,  settlement,  and 
oomfortsof  America,  are  now  ony  to  be  procured 
in  Great  Britain.  We  cannot  expect  them,  for  a 
^oe,  tmta  any  other  comtry,  beeatue  no  other 
nation  is  in  the  habit  <t(  manuftetnring  ihem ;  this 
wiU  prudace  a  great  depression  in  our  commeree 
and  nMnttfo«tme&  HOte&t  Britafai  were  to  stand 
the  shock,  no  goad  wnaM  be  derived  fVom  the 
system,  and  m  risk  ow  natieud  importuee  and 
pvosperiiy.  If  Aa- duties  shottM  be  meredaed  tea 
per  Oflat^  or  any  huge  sun  under  a  prohAvteKy 
duty,  the  goods^  if  Mcessnryi  wonM  sifU  be  im- 
)mned,  and  the  tax  fhtt  nfou  the  ooaflumtm. 

My  great  diflkidty  is,  tbat  the  resofntiotw  HM 
tend  to  increase  die  price  of  labor  m  htnbandry. 
The  preteeting  dntiefl  almady  laid  have  inennaed 
the  manaftetwee  this  eonntiyj  I  bi^a^,  in 
most  oases,  they  have  had  gtiat  efibMs-.  Perhaps 
sraie  altaitttiona  might  be  inndet  b«t  the  snbject 
mt  niamifa«tttM>  is  so  imp»«nbl,  'Ibnt  H  shoull-be 
laloennpaeMUntely/  The  pinwcttu  duties  have 
been,Ml3«d<fav<»abletoifieMaiiaMthrers{  bat, 
it  must  be'aoknewledged,  fhcy  ban  enhanced  the 
price  of  labor  very  coasi«nibly,  and  this  haK  ex- 
tended to  hwAandry.  If  ytMkioreasethepiMeet- 
iB^  duties,  the  mmiiAetnrer  trill  Inst  add  ^e  ^ 
ferenca  m  his  prieot  Of  coarse,  the  Aimers  iwnt 
Ud  bi|^  forUborj  in  ordtr  K  jnvrent  theeoan' 
trymaa  or  ndfeamrar  frdaa  gidng  into  a  hiamdae- 
or  weifc-ah<i)k  I  h«i%  alwiya-baei^  and  atffl 
ain,8fttond«»tke  mnMftttmfe»of  tllfr«ocA«fy; 
I  wish  flmm  etety  proper  oneoufagenent;  bat,  1 
SM  save,  we  might  gO' too  AmCi  Ibdievc  •wtwi 
ing  Ml  my  exjKricnee— 'the  mannfhetnrers  eeem 
wall  sarisned  with  wbM  has  been- done.  The  enl- 
tivntien  and  iupro«(ement  of  om  country  are  pri- 
nmry  consideratiotts,  and  we  tdMHrid  adopt  no  poti- 
ey  whieb  dtstrnts  ^e«.  "Vl^tent  and  Sour  are  the 
g^eat  staple  commodities  of  the  Middle  States ;  we 
should  do  nothing  to  Aeok  their  increase.  After 
Bgriouiture,  press  on  riie  artsj  thev  oi^t  all  to 
beproleoted.  These  mstrinticttawiUBlifceropemte 
as  a  wofaibilion  oira  taxj  the  '^dbvcnianeei  of 
both  have  been  stated. 

ThantB^tiUnairtims  dttoadty  :  three^foaMhs 
of  0*  WMnoe,  i»  baa  been  said,  dmetaded  upon  tha 
daty  atkiaf  oanrtidestaMonodflramOmMBii' 
taia  and  her  DominioDS.  u  these  resdlotions  will 
anaooic  m  a  prohibitloat  (yAtkk  the  Mntleman 
from  New  Jersey  contends  they  sbouldj)  ntrW  iarthe 
dflficlener  to  be  supplied  ?  ~  This  e(ttestton>Uas  been 
nveotedTy  asked,  but  not  answered. 

In  the  lam  traT,  a  gnat  paHof  th«  netsonal  prv 

Eitt  Pennsylvania  was  flhahged  into  paper; 
were  sold,  or  uke»  for  the  sapnKes  of  the 
indiridwih  paid  debts  to  iMivfdnah  in 
papeff  mmeys  were  loaned  tO  the  United  Smtes; 
so  that  the  pubhe-was  really  and  tmly  Mdebced  to 
tnany  meritoriotts  and  toMjCcb  ereaitors.  I  am 
no  friend  to  those  qieCttUtors  who  obmined  certii- 
eates  by  anganenros  mems]  tbey  eaa  only  comt 
forwaid  mStt  the  i«tm  of atrici  r^fitt.  The  mblie 
Bfadima  ot  Pennsylvania,  (mnong  whom  I  knew 
nMMf  maitariaiu-  ones,)  at  4m  Atst  sesaion  of 
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Ooagnn  heU  at  Neir  Todi  imAn  tl»  pcwent 
Qanrammt  of  ^  Unked  Hmm,  pnrifiM<J  the 
Lcgulatun,  and  Uie  Hmm  of  H^prasesiatiTw  le* 
aolred  a*  faUowa: 

"  AmoAmA  That  tbii  Howe  eourider  ui  edequeto 
fnvWiB  ftr  a*  Mp^orik*  paUle  dfadttfMa  BWtler 
ti  Mjh  liilMiiii  10  tile  mttaiel  ho—r  md  pwyr- 

**  Vrnhai,  Tbat  the  Bamtar  o£  the  IVeMoiy  be 
dheeled  I0  pnpveephH  ftr  thet  pnqKwe*  and  to  r»> 
t<rt      «me  to  ftii  Keope  el  the  next  aie«iii^" 

Ofmcaepaased  aDao^tfa«4Aof  AwuML  ms, 
iBtitlMl  "  An  aet  iDakra;  moviuoa  fin  the  Debt  ^ 
the  United  States."  By  this  act,  a  loaa  was  direct- 
«d  toboMHMd  aad  made  (ai  the  Mr>- 

tt»  intareet  to  auoh  aiediioift  a*  ehooM 
dnmo,  with  fowor  <rf  ndemplim  at 
mm.  Adequate  ftmda  wen  aetaUiehed, 
md  the  L^nfetaie,  by  the  saaoe  law.  eotataidy 
•■Med  that  duMB  fuida  ritovM  ba  appHcd  adcoM' 
hglj.  The  Lagaktwa  wae  not  to  iuvade  or  aker 
ihaie  fnnde  witaoot  ngidar  and  adei)aaitesubRti' 
tolas.  9f  the  Ttohaioas  oflfetfad,  ihe  Amds  wiil 
iMoet  aeMradiy  (iamyiaind)  he  endaayreA  We 
■re  Ming  q|md  tpeeakboMT  the  eooMqaaneea  irf 
whidi  wc  ksow  not;  and  whioh  miff  shake  the 
Amdanaental  petacipleeof  pablie  credit,  which  be« 
baaa  so  sdainWlygwnMitcaii  WeooghtMC  loaot 
liks  BOO  <^lanica,  ia  proposinr  or  eMering  inte 


aMio 


hiMpagtation  a^eemaots.  We  a»e  a  NmMi} 
oagiittoeoiM' 
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andaufcr  the  fliith,  caed^  and  MpataiiaB  af 
AnafMa.  A  contiacts  betwceii  hMUridarie,  ther 
an  moaOf'tali  fagattr  booad  to  oemj^y  with 
Ifcan.  MatioM  might  to  be  eyiatty  bond  by  their 
•olaiMi  engageawBtfc 

Wa  are,  in  this  hosaieee,  not  bafely  wafling  a 
eowoaeniaiwaT  against  Brkatn,  for  many  oitisens 
•f  this  oonatryhare  their  all  depending  upon  mib- 
lic  fiuth.  The  Datch,  and  other  BiiropeaBs,  hare 
laigdy  aabseribtd.  and  inrested  their  property 
witk  ns,  oodcr  equal  eoiiidettee.  Malt  we,  or 
dan  we,  destroy  ct  divert  aay  of  the  fends  so 
aledgad,  without  girini^  a'  sobeutute  1  1  ocnsider 
ttaae  nsohttions  inettoie*t  to  tfaeporpoaes  intend- 
ad.  IhoUthatOnatBrilaiBhasaetfldinsiioha 
aatnnea,  aa  to  randeor  it  neaewOT  to  press  tot  Mi 
and  sMislaetary  espbuMMien ;  aad  that,  in  ease  this 
aatiafiwiico  is  not  graatad,  that  at  some  day  befon 
ti»  riainv  of  jCcngrasK  toe  snbjaots  of  war  and 
fit  he  taken  op,  if  dn  fiiniar  should  be  de- 
fliied  tqtonj  I  bopa«nr  Banm  hrtthnn  wlU  join 
aod  that  we  amy.  ha  manteoas  in  ow  ium- 
•■na.  The  exiant  of  this  int  Msdntwn  is  so 
mat,  I  will  most  anuredly  rote  uainst  it ;  aa  to 
the  others,  I  shall  koldmy^f  at  HhertytodeelaK 
mnalTiniu  them  as  they  ooolo  ftrward. 

Mr.  Tuoy  spoha  as  follows:  It  is  obseiraMe 
thrt  aeany  gaaieniM,  a^en  the^  rise  upon  this 
anhj  act,  i^elogise  for  the  want  Ma  clear  eomiare- 
InMOQ  ak  it;  and  the  BdeOntc  sitaalion  of  the 
proposition  now  before  the  Commttee,  and  tnde- 
wakm  reasoning  npon  it.  ban,  1  acknowledge,  af- 
forded raw  stnHig  ground  of  aimment,  in  my  nnad, 
aaaiaat  tba  reat^tion.  the  niaxin  dofeur 

Mle,4li^  no  nsolution,  muS  ita  principlas  an 


okarly  delned,  and  its  egoaegnneeB  well  mdef 
stood.  sho«ld  be  adopted  by  a  Legiriatire  faody,eA- 
pecially  on  a  eonmetoial  subjeet,  since  it  is  a  ffiTm 
ptunt,  that  commerce  has  generally  bid  defiance 
to  LegislatiTe  interference,  Mid  in  the  erent  tri- 
nmphed  ovar  Legislative  restrictions. 

The  disenssion  of  this  nibgect  has  assomed  an 
appearanee  whioh  must  ka  suiprteing  to  a  stranger, 
and  jminfol  in  the  extreme  to  onraeiTes. 

The  sapreme  Legislatnre  of  the  United  States 
is  senaaafy  dctibenling,  not  apon  the  welfhre  of 
our  eittaeas,  bat  upon  the  relatire  cieeumstances 
of  two  Barepcaa  natins ;  and  this  deUberation 
has  not  for  iu  object  the  relative  beneAts  of  their 
niarketa  to  oa,  faatwhieh  fonn  oiOmutmmt  is 
bcs«,sadBiOst  like  our  own;  whieb  people  foel  the 
gnttast  aflbotion  tta  nsj  ud  wkat  measures  we 
oaa  adopt  whieh  wfll  best  hamUe  one  ud  euH 
theodier. 

The  primary  motive  of  these  resolutions,  avae^ 
kuowM^ed  or  the  defenders  of  them,  was  not 
the  iaonase  01  oar  agricnlcure,  maaufoottires,  or 
aavwation,  but  to  hntiitde  Great  Britain,  and  to 
baiid  ay  Fnrace;  aad,  Aboogh  it  is  said,  onr  ma- 
nniaetnrsa  aad  aaTwation  may  weetre  adrurii^ 
it  is  only  mentioned  as  a  sabstitute  in  case  of  foil- 
nee  as  to  the  great  oljeet  of  hvntbiiBg  Cheat  Bri- 
tain. 

The  diseassioD  in  fom  of  these  rescdations  hu 
faaeathed  nothing  but  hosdttty  and  rereogeasitiAst 
the  Bnglirii;  aM  yet  they  put  mi  the  mild  ap- 
pearance of  eommercial  regiUa«ioDs.  Legi^ttire^ 
alwaya  cawtMOs  of  Mtaupting  to  fone  trade  fir«n 
its  own  ehannels  and  huits,  should  eenataly  ha 
pasnliarly  aamioas^  when  they  do  aadwaake  sadi 
mnnass,  to  set  ahaat  k-wMi  tempemoeeaad  «oat- 
ncas;  bat.  in  dus  debate  "wa  an  t<dd  of  the  inen* 
ootion  01  a  former  imty  wtehhetdinr  Western 
posts,  inaah,  aad  domiuatKmB  of  a  haughty  pe^e; 
that,  thioagh  the  agency  of  Oraat  Bnmfai.  the  atn 
Tagcs  an  npon  ns  on  oaa  side,  and  the  Algerines 
entheolher.  Thamind  is  roused  by  saeh  agrodp 
of  erilsj^and  then  oaUed  apen  to  eonrider  a  state- 
ment of  duties  on  gaeds  n» parted  from  fon^n 
aatioas.  If  the  subject  is  oomaseniaL  why  not 
tnat  it  upon  the  basis  of  a  commereiBl  soDjeeii 
aad  with  coolness  attend  to  it  T  if  it  is  aqaestjoa  of 
political  bestility  at  war,  a  firmei  totte  night  be 
adopted.  Viheit  a  nation  is  oppressed  oa  all  sidaa 
by  it^ories  whiah  caU  hmtty  tobe  aTengad,  thrtw 
ia  an  imperiensncai  in  their  eimnaManeas  whioh 
often  naohidaa  ddibnatim;  and  etnnetiines,  nt 
toot,  deaMB  its  pr^viety.  Preawtitiide  of  ae- 
tioa,  in  the  first  fivm  that  pKseaiii  itnlf,  ia  flw- 
qacntly  a  virtua;  hi^  whan  all  4ib  natioaal  pre*- 
snn  is  to  obtain  redtam  ftom  laying  a  duty  on  a 
fow  articles  of  eommeroe,  one  woidd  hardly  think 
Ae  violent  mtrodwtioa,  nosh  leas,  an  impasaioaed 
mode  <^  debaee,  eould  strike  any  man  with  pro- 
priety. I  think  this  mode  of  treating  the  subjeet 
tends  to  confuse,  and  eentains  in  it  no  aptitude  to 
derelope  either  principles  or  censeqiMnees.  After 
aaaking  these  oboerrations,  pennit  me,  sir,  to  eon- 
aider  tie  questioB  befon  the  Committee  merely 
aa  a  coaunercial  one,  and,  for  a  moment,  Uef  aside 
iodiaas,  Alyeiiaai,  and  all  sneh  irritating  ofejaels. 
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1  engage  it  shall  be  for  a  momeni;  thejr  ceiteinly 
shall  have  a  full  coDsideration  in  a  fbtue  part  of 
my  argument.  To  perforin  this  task  with  propri- 
ety, the  state  of  our  commerce  naturally  preamts 
itaelf  as  the  fiiM  object  of  inquiry.  In  this  I  am 
anticipated  by  the  geaUenan  from.  Maisachssetts, 
nir.  DsxTSB,]  ana  by  a  nnmber  <d  mnrntwdUe 
fact*  eontaineia  in  the  offieiid  dooumeat  befiwe  the 
Committee.  Oar  commerce  is  flourishing,  and 
our  narigatio«  rapidly  inereasing. 

I,  aUf  was  bred  a  faiwer.  I  Uve  amongftrBers, 
moeh  farther  removed  from  a  view  of  eommeroe 
than  any  of  my  coUeuues,  and  whan  these  reso- 
lutious  were  twought  forward,  I  expected  the  pain- 
fol  detail  that  our  commerce  was  languishing  and 
our  tonnage  decreasiag,  and  that  our  mercantile 
interest  wa#  earnestly  Mlliag  for  the  aid  and  pt«- 
leetioB  of  GiOTemnient.  Bat  in -this  expectation 
I  am  agreeably  disappointed.  No  merchant  is 
complaining,  nor  any  act  p*i^ng  to  jostify  sach 
eomplaintfli  U  is  worthy  of  xemark,  and  m«st  inc 
dace  a«ioua  in%«iry,  if  our  trade  is  deranoad  and 
ducUed  to  the  d^iiee  pretended,  why  t&e  mw- 
ehantsin  this  Heuee  shoold  be  touUy  ignorant  o( 
it,  and  iritTi  to  a  man,  they  should  ba  oppoaedto 
thaae  tegtuations  which  piu  an  the  neeuns  a»- 
paaraneetofaiiMtding  diteet  relief  to  them  ?  This 
cireunntance  alone  would  go  for,  in  my  mind,  to- 
wards ncg^nng  the  piepaations ;  mneh  fortfaer 
than  the  closet  ^eentitions  ai  a  philosopher  in 
their  &Tor,  whicl^  nine  tinue  oni  of  tea,  cannot 
be  reduced  to  pnetiee. 

And  liere,  su,  weel  a  eoafidenee  in  repeating 
that,  upon  a  subjeohpf  fbrci^  trade  bom  me  na- 
tion to  another,  which,  is  of  neeeeeity  so  oomj^ 
oaied  in  priMq>le,  so  farioos  andinnsible  in  oo»- 
ac^oencea,  the  CToinmittee  will  never  act  but  with 
the  utmost  caution,  and  will  eoastanily  keep  in 
Tiew  that  tr^e  will  seek  its  own  markets,  find  its 
own  level,  and  regidate  ittelf  much  better  than 
we  eon  do  ;  and,  although  we  may  embarrass  it, 
and  injure  our  own  eitiaen%  and  evos  other  na* 
tions,  for  a  while,  it  will  eventually  rise  above  all 
the  tegulatims  we  can  make. 

The  gentleman  who  introdoced  these  reaidvesy 
awaie  of  our  flourishing  state  of  commerae,  has 
acknowledged  that,  by  their  adoption,  certain  evils 
will  be  incurred.  What  are  these  evils?  If  we 
allow  full  <Ymtion  to  his  positions,  without  an 
imawdiate  overture  in  Great  Britain,  there  will 
be  a  stagnation  of  tradt  a  damp  to  agneukarc^  its 
laboms  thrown  out  of  employment,  the  present 
surplus  of  produce!  must  perish  on  the  hands'of 
the  farmers.  4«.  But  these  eviU,  he  says,  ou^ 
to  be  cheerAilly  borne  to  obtain,  in  event!  a  mnch 
ter  good.  This  pesi^on  te  a  sound  me,  to 
iwesent  small  eviu  to  e^t  fitture  great  be- 
Mfits.  But  to  make  the  reaaoBtng  complete,  shooU 
not  the  gentleman  show  that  the  promised  coad 
is  not  only  great  eaowh  to  joidfyatrial  of  the 
present  e  viT  but  that  u  is  ecnain  i 

Are  the  benefits  promised  by  these  regulations 
in  any  measaie  certain,  or  even  prababte?  The 
great  benefits  {ffomised  are  a  Treaty  wUh  Great 
Briuin,  a  repeal  of  her  Navigatira  Act  as  it  re- 
spects the  United  States,  and,  in  ftet,  a  oniTcmd 


freedom  vi  tmde;  and  if  thea^  fiifl,  an  inorease  of 
our  manu&eture&  and  a  oosiee  of  tivde  wilfa 
France  free  as  tfiey  please  to  nve  us.  I  know 
Indians,  &e.,  are  talked  of;  but!  oiean  these  an 
the  promised  benefits  of  a  ooaimenrial  kind.  Axe 
those  events  so  profaaUe  tiat  we  shall  be  jostifiod 
in  uying  an  experimenl  at  the  certain  ename  of 
our  present  tranquility  and  happiness?  it  is  saii 
oar  cisiaeiis  ai*e  viitaoas:  this  1  nave  \hm  pleasare 
to  believe.  But,  to  eoavinee  the  whde  mass  of 
the  people  ifant  a  system' of  s^-^enial  of  any 
neat  extent  in  itt  opeiatton,  is  to  be  borne  by 
them  for  a  future  benefit,  yoa  nwHt  bold  up  tha« 
benefit  in  a  more  strikii^  and  certain  point  at 
view  than  can  be  presented  in  this  oaee.  They 
will  be  stow  in  anderstanding  that  trade  is  to  ha 
made  free  by  imposing  more  and  peater  shadJas 
upon  it.  But,  if  our  commme  is  flourish ing,ey 
thegentlenen^  why  shouU  it  not  bemoreso?  m 
Great  Britain  uapescs  pointed  restmints  xiptmoar 
trade,  and  is  expressinc  her  jealovsy  aOd  hatred 
to  us  on  evenpracticame  oecasiea,  why  not  free 
ourselves?  Witat  has  Great  Britain  done,  sirl 
Uae  she  made  a  ain^  law  natrtctiw  the  oon- 
meree  of  Independent  Aaenea?  AU  her  laptrio* 
tions  that  now  affect  us  were  ro  exietenee  while 
we  weee  her  Colonies,  and  are  part  of  her  Colo- 
aial  estahliriMaeat.  Her  Na*^ation  Ae^is  as  eld 
as  1660j  and,  npoa  strict  exanunatieo,  the  United 
States  are  more  favored  in  hv  Eoeopsan  BaiC 
and  West  India  ports,  thaa  any  other  natiaa.  It 
Is  said  oar  tmde  was  at  finst  foraed  then}  but  thie 
seats  manly  on  assertion:  it  is  not  in  proof  btfoia 
the  Committee.  The  markete  of  Great  Britain 
being  the  best,  oar  articles  of  comoMree  and  hem 
being  reciprocally  useful,  and  a  similarity  of  lan> 
guage  and  leli^uon,  with  many  other  nataral 
causes,  have  carried  our  ttade  to  her  perts,  and 
will  keep  it  these,  aatil  batter  markets  ofte,  or  it 
is  forced  away. 

It  is  said  the  aiadit  given  by  British  merdianli 
is  an  otU,  and  that  paoide  cf  Vlannia  ow«  an 
immenae  sum  in  Great  Bcitain.  Wnen  a  eeafe> 
idaint  is  made  in  disaci  tenns  of  restrictioiw  on 
our  trade,  one  would  not  remlily  imagine  that  an* 
other  complaint  woold  be  eocipled  with  it,  that 
the  trade  was  so  fieo  aa  to  become  an  iigury.  Bar 
sides,  credit  given  to  an.  inditBtriow,  wovidaat 
man,  never  can  be  an  injury*  Will  it  pmcK  as  in 
a  situation  of  fear?  If  we  may  a^ue  from  a  great 
State,  Viramia,  to  the  Union,  this  is  not  true;  for 
although  UM  State  owes  immcMe  debts,  ^  Re- 
presentatives oome  forward  with  great  ujaxk  to 
bring  Great  Britain  to  her  feet.  This  cireaa^ 
stance  of  giviwc  credit  is  entirely  a  munidnal 
regulation,  wboUy  out  of  reach  of  Coagress.  The 
people  at  the  Bastward  do  not  owe  tte  Bng^ish 
merchants,  and  aia  vary  geaemUy  t^iposed  to 
these  ragulatiMa.  "nMsi  fiuts  mmet  conrinoe  na, 
that  the  mdits  gma  us  by  the  Uadr  of  Oraat 
Britain  do  not  opemta  •  fiiar  aad  a  dcpeodoMe 
whieb  can  be  alanning  to  GorctnmenL 

If  the  municipal  regulations  of  Vit^ia,  or  amj 
other  State,  wiU  pbwe  the  whxM  m  each  raan^s 
property  •within  the  reach  <tf  his  ueditor,  and 
low  the  ocditoff  legal  coMaion  Sw  paymeat  of 
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4dM^  when  Toluntary  parent  is  denied,  there 
will  be  DO  danger  from  foreign  or  domestic  credit. 
The  slothful  and  idle,  as  well  as  the  spendthrift 
and  wicked,  will  readily  attribute  to  faults  of 
omissim  and  commission,  u  Goremment,  Aoee 
evils  necessarily  connected  with  their  own  im- 
pradence. 

it  is  said  by  a  gentleman  from  PeansylTania, 
pir.  FiHDunr,]  that  die  merchants  in  this  city 
who  ponera  capitals  of  their  own,  are  for  these 
ici&ietioaB  on  British  trade,  and  thai  the  poorer 
sort,  who  are  in  want  of  credit,  and  must  do  bosi- 
Mss  by  obtaiiuB|[  it,  are  opposed  to  them.  If  this 
ke  a  hetj  iriuch  is  yet  to  be  ascertained,  it  affords 
another  a^nment  agaiost  the  resoIatioDs.  If  capi- 
talists, nalMbs  in  trade,  would  wish  to  shut  out  of 
ennpetitimi  men  who  have  not  oapital&  whose 
industry  and  knowledge  of  bosiness.  If  they  can 
at  first  obtain  credit,  would  promise  tnem  a  livuig ; 
and  usefulness  to  community,  whence  is  this  wish 
derived?  From  nothii^  but  a  desire  to  effect  a 
monofK^y  of  trade  to  themselves,  the  consequence 
oi  which  would  be,  a  j^t  of  S5  or  BO  per  cent; 
and  these  men  who  have  not  capitals  must  serre 
them  as  clertts,  or  qnit  the  conatry.  Liberty  and 
egoali^  is  not  the  foremost  feature  in  this  desire 
or  flor  ri^  merehants^  if  the  desire  exists:  and 
aoeb  m  dootrine  sarois  more  of  Aristocracy,  and 
lesa  of  RcpnUieanism,  dian  I  expected  to  hear 
fton  that  hoaorafale  m«mher. 

It  is  said  the  British  Qovemment  has  broken 
tha  Laws  of  Nations,  by  interruption  of  our  trade 
to  France.  Tb£  &ct  is,  Qreat  Britain  has  said 
France  is  in  siege,  or  is  blockaded— France  has  said 
Ibesame.  Upon  this  statement,  what  is  the  Law 
«f  Nations?  That  neutral  Teseels  shell  not  hare 
intercourse  with  such  blockaded  or  besieged  place. 
The  &ets  are,  the  Bngtirii  hare  taken  the  cargoes 
of  oar  Tessels,  under  these  ciienmstances,  and  in 
erery  instance  paid  the  ralue  of  her  cargo,  at  the 
foet  of  destination  j  the  French  have  taken  all  our 
txrpxa  bound  to  any  port  of  their  enemies,  and 
have  directed,  that  a  committee  of  appraisal  shall 
be  appointed  to  appraise  and  pay  for  Hkem. 

Ahd  in  all  instanees  oi  wanton  treatmnit,  spoli- 
atf<m,  or  naktng  oar  vessels  prizes,  the  Bnhsh 
Government  have  made  the  most  ample  nromises 
of  redress,  contained  in  our  Minister's  (HBcial  in- 
fcrmation.  This  ir  a  situation  which  I  acknow- 
ledge is  u  evil ;  bat  oa^t  not  a  neutral  nation  to 
expect  some  evils  of  the  kind,  especially  vrhen  we 
coancet  with  it,  the  almost  nnavmdable  impru- 
dences, and,  I  may  add,  crimes  of  our  own  people, 
in  violating  the  strict  line  of  duty,  wiiich  must  be, 
and  always  is  marked  out  for  nentral  nations? 
Slate  it  in  its  worst  pcxnt  of  light,  and  negotiation 
wd  remonstrance  shoold  precede  any  decisive  Gk>- 
veramental  act. 

If  our  trade  is  ftomislring,  and  under  no  restric- 
tioos  by  the  English,  more  than  she  imposes  <m 
other  natiMs,  where  is  the  ground  d  revenge 
uainst  Great  Britahi?  Andmore  especially,  when 
the  ftot  is  ineootestiUe,  that  we  have  more  &vor 
hi  our  trade  widt  her  than  is  extended  to  any 
utioa. 

Bat,  safer  me  to  «d^  iriqr  tiaaty  is  made  the 
Sd  Cos.— 11 
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basis  of  disoriminaUott?  I  can  hitherto  find  no 
man,  merchant,  or  ether,  can  state  anv  benefits 
which  we  should  ^in  by  a  treaty.  In  all  treatiss 
the  stron^st  nation  will  always  make  its  own 
construction ,  and  the  weakest  nation  may  have 
the  benefit  of  right,  but  wanting  strength  to  ^oroe 
that  right,  its  vbice  is  not  heard  in  explanatioi  ai 
tteaty.  Our  commercial  situation  presoits  itself  to 
US  in  so  much  infancy,  the  events  of  a  month  nuv 
produce  such  surprising  advances,  as  has  been  stated 
by  a  gentleman  flnm  Massachusettaf  [Mr.  Dn- 
TEn,l  that  a  treaty  of  good  appearances  now,  vmj 
speedily  be  an  evU.  Besidea  a  treaty  connects  vs 
with  Kuropean  policy,  and  I  feel  a  strong  desire 
to  abstract  the  United  Sutes  from  all  participation 
with  the  labyrinth  vf  European  pMicy.  What 
has  been  the  advantage  of  our  treaties  already 
formed  ?  That  vrith  France  I  eoKfaide  will  be 
cited  as  the  best 

Regenerated  France  has  told  us,  that  their  Oo- 
verament,  when  this  treaty  was  made,  had  no  good 
intentions  to  the  United  States,  or,  at  least,  no 
views  of  reciprocating  benefits  fairly.  I  suppose  the 
meaning  of  this  is,  that,  in  makiitf  the  treaty,  the 
Government,  of  Fiance  consulted  her  own  int««s^ 
and  paid  not  much  attentim  to  oors,  yet  this  treaty 
vras  at  first  highly  applauded;  b«t  let  it  be  testad 
by  the  benefits  actually  received.  fn.eonstderhig 
it  in  ptHSt  of  aetual  bouftts,  I  should  be  j^lad  to 
find  them  and  dwell  anon  Aen,  without  bonghif 
into  view  the  harm  it  hasdweos;  batnebeMftto 
exist  Does  the  treaty  protect  our  jNroperty  in 
seeking  its  markets,  woere  neutral  nations  have 
undonoted  rights,  any  more  than  the  Law  of  Na- 
tions? England  has  violated  die  latter,  and  France 
the  former.  I  lay  out  of  the  question  the  group 
of  evils  which  seemed  to  result  from  this  treMy 
the  last  Summer,the  evident  danger  of  a  war,  pre- 
vented <nily  by  the  conduct  of  an  unparalleled 
Executive,  and  many  other  disadvantages  of  this 
treaty,  because  the  unexampled  situation  of  France 
may  have  produced  muiy  coiuequencee,  which 
witt  not  form  geneval  ground  <tf  foment,  and 
beoanae  dioec  mbjeots  &re  hew  vary  fairly  Bated 
by  a  gmtteman  from  Vininia,  [Mr.  L».  J 

One  tiait,  and  that  which  was  considiced  asuw 
best  in  this  treaty,  was  diis:  all  property  was  to 
follow  the  bottom  m  which  it  was  found.  Friendly 
bottoms  made  friendly  ca^,  and  an  enemy's  bM- 
tom  made  orize  of  the  cargo.  The  Law  of  Nar 
tions  is,  touiseriminale  always,  so  as  to  make  prize 
of  enemy's  jnoperty,  find  it  where  you  may.  Re* 
generated  Prance  has  been  in  the  coostaiU  act, 
under  sanction  of  this  treaty,  of  making  prin  of 
all  property  belonging  to  cititens  of  the  UaAted 
States,  found  in  English.  Spanish,  Portogoeae^ 
Austrian,  Dutch  and  Prussian  vessels^  1  mean  since 
those  nations  have  been,  at  war  with  her ;  and 
what  do  we  gain?  It  cannot  operate  in  our  favor 
any  further  thu  to  save  French  ^op«ty  to  tham, 
if  found  in  our  vessels,  if  we  had  treaties  of  a  simi- 
lar kind  with  the  worM.  Bo  that  this  kted  of 
treaty  is  uoeommonly  circumstanced;  indeed,  we 
can  gain  nothiiw  but  a  |notection  fw  onr  Jrioid^ 
property,  but  lose  directly  our  own;  and  we 
never  can  be  in  a  sitvitiott  10  ga^  OHMS  ve  |te- 
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mfoote  war,  which  I  hope  we  may  ;  cef 
tauuy  we  are  not  as  liable  to  war,  as  the  Dations 
in  Europe,  who  are  generally  in  war  three  or  foor 
.  yean  in  every  seven :  of  course  this  trait  in  treaties 
UBOTery  tBTitingonetous.  If  tieatieaare  fixmed 
in  die  eomnuHt  style,  that  is,  j^e  the  nution  treat- 
ing on  the  basiB  of  tne  most  laTozed  nations,  every 
one  can  diwem  it  amounts  to  little,  if  anything, 
nore  thu  e(»n(riimentary  langnage  of  coarse. 

One  great  object  of  these  resolves  is,  to  effect  a 
treaty  with  Great  Britain,  and  we  are  told  in  the 
•ame  breath  that  Qreat  Britain  is  in  the  habit  of 
Ineaking,  not  oidy  the  Law  of  Nations,  but  solemn 
treaty. 

But  we  are  told  a  free  trade,  or  rather  a  trade  on 
pcineiples  of  more  recinoeity,  is  to  be  obtained  by 
these  rufttlationB ;  and  that  France  gives  us  that 
neeiproeuy,  and,  of  course,  we  ought  to  withdraw 
our  trade  from  the  English,  and  give  it  to  France. 

the  maikets  of  France,  and  thfc  benefits  of  trade 
IB  her  ports,  exceed  those  of  any  othw  nation,  our 
ttade  will  go  there  of  itself;  if  not,  why  force  it? 
Ik  this  1^  <^  the  aiyumeat,  I  request  the  liberty 
of  treating  both  France  and  England  mexvty  as 
,  eommerouul  nations,  for,  if  ciMiunercial  ben^ts  are 
DOC  found  in  the  tnue  of  two  nations,  I  very  much 
'  4onbt  the  eootiatiat&Qa  of  the  trade,  from  prinei- 
(tf  fri^dshh). 
What  favors  do  we  receive  from  France,  which 
will  jnstifT  such  an  exertion  to  put  down  her  rival 
and  build  ner^up?  Our  trade  is  at  present  under 
no  very  ausmcious  circamstances  with  France; 
even  in  the  best  of  times,  a  merchaiU  having  esta- 
Uished  his  corresmnidence  there  on  the  most 
fiiToved  footing,  when  he  sent  his  cargo  eotdd 
draw  Ulls  for  one-third  of  the  amount,  and  they 
would  be  honored ;  the  remaining  two-tbirdsj  when 
aald,  the  American  merchant  would  be  advised  he 
'  night  draw  for.  but  no  intereat  allowed  for  the 
time  die  Praion  meiohant  hdd  die  property ;  but 
if  the  amount  of  bills  drawn  at  first,  exceedad  the 
third  part  of  sales,  interest  was  clia^ed.  The 
KngUsn  merchant  would  hoaor  his  Americaa  eoi^ 
temondent's  bills  when  accompanied  by  hb  bill  of 
lading  Mly,  for  the  whole  amonnt^  and  canoes 
faan  o£icn  been  purchased  and  the  inMuanee,  wa- 
ges, and  the  finding  of  the  ship,  have  been  paid  out 
o£  ue  avails  of  her  cargo,  thusanticipatea  by  bills 
b«fore  the  voyage.   This  course  of  trade,  as  |wao- 
tbed  by  the  two  nations,  needs  no  comment.  Are 
the  falirics  of  the  French  better  than  the  English'? 
Is  this  a  Moper  time  to  depend  upon  France  for 
our  articws  <ii  clothing,  when  she  is  convulsed  to 
her  centre  by  a  war?   And  can  any  man  suppose 
the  Ctdnrnm  established  in  Lyims,  sacred  to  Liner- 
l¥|  ia  any  mwe  favorable  to  faer  manuAetures  than 
if  no  audi  Oolunn  had  been  there,and  ber  maau- 
flujtures  were  inueasing  instead  of  diminishing? 
Does  the  Qovomment  cf  France  admit  at  into  her 
West  Indies,  with  any  favor  peculiar  to  us?  The 
act  opraiog  her  West  Indies  was  no  mote  for  us 
than  thcBribsh  act  is  against  us ;  the  fact  is,  neither 
of  them  oared  for  us,  they  each  did  what  they 
'  thought  would  best  promote  their  own  interest. 
If  these  regulatioas  are  to  unshackle  our  trade, 
iriijtuM  loaTft  it  wfcduuUed)  The  fetters  are 


only  changed  from  one  side  to  the  othn,  aad 
France  stamped  upon  them  instead  of  England. 
The  circumstance  of  heavily  tuing  oar  trade  to 
Great  Britain,  for  the  sake  of  driving  it  to  Fraay, 
is  a  proof  that  it  e^jojrs  mm  freedom  where  it  is. 
If  it  be  true,  that  we  i^w  ounelves  in  the  fint 
instance,  by  these  restricticm^althou^hOfeat  Bri- 
tain deserves  punishmenL  I  hare  said  we  diowd 
be  cautious  how  we  sacrifice  ourselves  to  a  priwo- 
le  of  revenge.  But  it  may  be  worth  inmiry, 
low  mnch  it  is  pndiaUe  we  can  injure  Qreat 
Britain? 

It  is  said.  Great  Britain  depends  upon  the  Unit- 
ed States  for  the  bread  of  her  maniuacturers  aad 
the  raw  materials  which  employ  them.  It  oo^t 
to  be  remarked  here,  that  a  prmc^Ml  complsujit 
against  Great  Britain  is,  that  she  prohibits  o«r 
bread-stufi^  and  this  is  a  fact,  except  in  times  of 
scarcity.  One  would  think,  to  hear  the  declua- 
tioDs  in  this  Hotise,  that  all  men  were  fed  at  the 
openings  of  our  handj  and  if  we  shut  that  hand, 
the  nations  starv<^  and  if  we  but  shake  the  fist  after 
it  is  ahu^  they  die.  This  language,  tosaynomoce 
of  it,  will  iNTove  ear  origin  to  be  witish  aad  that 
not  iMg  Bgo,  Sat  the  aante  gentlemen  say,  ike 
British  nation  is  proud  in  the  extreme.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  Dutch  are  in  treaty  with  us,  aad 
of  course  are  to  be  favored  by  the  third  r^olntion, 
which  places  all  nations  in  teeaty  with  as,  oa  a 
footing  of  lower  t(Hiaage.  It  is  likewise  knawa 
that  the  English  have  as  much  ascendencyorer 
the  Dutch  as  {wopriety  would  dictate.  ?What 
would  these  restrictions  do  then,  at  best,  but  shape 
the  course  of  our  trade  through  Hi^land?  Oiir 
trade  tiught,  perhaps,  come  mare  from  the  Teae! 
than  the  Thames,  but  the  names  woald  coostitnte 
the  chief  diffnence. 

Spain  and  Portugal  in  Sun^  and  their  other 
Dominioas,  if  eaeeealled  apon  by  aeceaainr,  can 
raiae  bread-stuff  to  an  unluwited  amont  Am  if 
we  teftue  oar  provisiooi  to  the  West  Indies,  would 
not  Qreat  Britau  thank  as  for  the  bounty  we  should 
give,  in  diat  very  act  of  duiial  to  the  Canadiui 
country,  which  she  is  so  rapidly  fiUiu,  even  with 
our  own  oiti»ns?  The  provisions  m  every  kind 
wfaieh  may  be  raised  there,  no  man  can  limit  with 
any  kind  of  eertaiaty.  But  cannot  G^t  Attain 
xetaliaAe,  and  distress  us  in  a  eommwcial  war?  I 
will  not  enlarge  upon  this,  it  has  already  bean 
shown  that  Qreat  Britain  can  retaliate  with  ten- 
fold advantages.  It  is  said,  although  she  eaa  injure 
us  in  part,  she  will  suffer  in  the  greatest  dei^ee, 
and  that  our  sufferings  will  be  fV^ead  nearly  ortt 
the  whole  community,  each  will  bear  a  par^  bat 
Great  Britain  will  suffer  in  one  entire  class  of^eiti- 
aena,  her  manuftotarera.  It  will  be  but  a  poor 
eoBflwation  to  oar  farmers  at  large,  when  they  find 
themselves  suffering,  to  inform  them,  that  a  vary 
innocent  set  of  men,  the  manafhimuers  of  Chmt 
Britain,  are  suffering  mueh  more  than  they  do ;  and 
if  they  should  clamor  against  Government,  it  would 
be  an  aasati^tory  answer  to  tfaein,  diat  tfawe 
was  a  greater  clamor,  and  even  mobjo  EUttland. 

If  the  proposed  duties  are  low,  Great  Britain 
certainly  wiU  not  suffer.  If  they  are  liigh,  what 
will  be  the  coaseqaences?  It  doea  not  admit  of 
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argument,  that  the  people  of  this  country  must 
iinpcrt  many  articles,  irom  some  foreign  country; 
we  certainly  cannot  at  once  manufacture  a  sum- 
cieDcy  for  our  own  consumption.   It  is  equally 
certain,  that,  at  present,  no  country  on  earth  can 
aupply  us  but  Great  Britain :  the  cooBequence  will 
be^  that  British  Koods  will  get  here,  and  the  duties 
being  high,  will  produce  smuggling.  Our  mer- 
chants are  now  prorerbial  for  a  comlonation  not 
to  defraud  the  rerenue;  but,  let  your  duties  be 
high,  and  the  practice  of  all  other  countries  vill 
be  adopted— there  will  be  associatioDS  to  cheat 
your  rereaae;  aod  this  country,  by  its  numerous 
and  safe  harbors,  affords  an  nnlimited  opportunity 
Co  defraud  the  revenue  with  impunity.  A  tribute 
praise  is  due  to  our  merchants,  for  their  exer- 
tions in  the  establishment  and  support  of  this  Go- 
Tenunent;  and,  among  their  virtues,  the  punctual 
|iayment  of  duties  is  not  the  least.  But  I  feel  the 
impolicy  of  straining  them  too  hardj  an  alienation 
fma  the  Government,  and  hostility  to  the  reve- 
•      Due,  will  be  the  jgrobable  consequence, 
r        Our  shipping,  it  is  said,  will  be  increased:  this 
s     can  happen  only  br  a  failure  of  reducing  Great 
1     Britain  to  terms.  This  is  worthy  of  notice :  Great 
R     Britain  has  gained  in  quantity  of  shipping  by  her 
t     Nar^tion  Aet;  and,  of  course,  say  the  gentle- 
men,  it  is  proper  for  the  United  States  to  have  a 
Navigation  Act.  Great  Britain  is  an  island  filled 
with  inhabitants^  and,  if  not  decreasing,  has  cer- 
taiiUy  not  increased  in  numbers  for  many  years. 
The  United  States  have  a  great  extent  of  rertile 
territory,  wholly  unoccupira,  and  an  increasing 
hardy  yeomanry  to  cultivate  it  to  the  best  advan- 
tage. Oar  shipping  has  rapidly  increased,  and  has 
gaua«d  that  point  of  equality  and  proportion  with 
otiT  agriculture  which  a  just  equilibrium  of  things 
demands;  this  is  proved  oy  the  advanced  price  of 
our  seamen's  wages.   And,  besides,  there  is  no 
more  capital  to  spare  for  navigation.  Our  farmers 
ftel  the  benefit  of  a  competition  in  the  carrying- 
Hade,  and  it  is  at  least  questionable  whether  it  is 
](«t  |olitic  to  force  foreigners  out  <^  this  compe- 
u     titton.   We  hare  already,  by  our  discrimination 
0    of  tomna^  in  &vor  of  oar  own  vessek,  and  by 
^    the  addition  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  cargoes  of 
^    foreign  vessels,  nearly  destroyed  the  competition, 
except  to  ports  where  it  is  difficult,  if  not  impos- 
sible, for  our  vessels  to  go.  With  this  view  of  the 
subject,  I  confess  it  is  very  doubtfid  in  my  mind 
whether  an  attempt  to  force  'an  increase  either  of 
oar  shipping  or  manufactures,  would  be  ^litic. 
At  present,  sir,  I  see  no  ground  for  revenging  on 
Great  Britain  ;^  and  if  there  were,  I  can  discern  no 
probability  of  injuring  her  as  much  as  ourselves, 
by  the  attempt}  and  a  treaty  has  no  fiattering  ap- 
pearance to  me.   One  thing  had  escaped  my  at- 
tention; our  treaties  are,  by  the  Constitution,  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land.  This  ties  us  uneqiully, 
i.     in  case  of  treaty,  as  no  nation  is  under  equal  obfi- 
1^    gatiMis  to  fiilfil  a  treaty. 

f  But,  the  gentlemen  say,  the  Indian  war  exists, 
f  Algerines  are  abroad  on  the  sea,  committing 
^  piracy  on  oar  trade,  &c.  I  promised  to  consider 
kfi  tbtte  matters,  as,  in  my  mind,  they  are  very  seri- 
oos  sut^ects;  apd  one.gentl^man       CUlbsJ  has. 


said,  if  these  were  removed  out  of  sight,  three- 
quarters  of  his  argument  must  be  lost.  Is  the 
Treaty  of  Peace,  as  it  respects  the  Western  posts, 
unexecuted?  Is  the  Indiao  war  instigated  and 
supplied  by  the  British  nation,  and  are  the  Alge- 
rines, through  the  agency  of  tne  same  nation,  de- 
stroying our  trade  and  enslaving  our  citizens? 
These  are  serious  charges;  if  true,  they  deserre 
the  attention  of  all  men,  and  particularly  of  tbia 
Committee.  For  the  purposes  of  the  present  ar- 
gument, I  will  suppose  that  all  those  cnarges  aire 
specifically  and  directly  proved;  and  by  proof, 
here^  will  be  understood,  that  the  facts  are  so  &r 
withm  our  knowledge  that  candor  cannot  hesitate 
in  a  conclusion.  If  I  thought  the  resolutions  nn- 
der  consideration  were  certain  in  the  production 
of  evQ  to  ourselves,  and  very  uncertain  as  it  re- 
spected either  our  own  ftiture  benefits  or  injury 
to  Great  Britain,  what  can  I  think  of  them  a?  a 
remedy  applicable  to  so  much  injury?  When 
considering  the  question  in  this  pomt  of  view,  I 
am  led  to  ask  the  sentlemen  if  uiey  can  be  seri- 
ous, in  supposing  these  resolutions  are  a  proper, 
consistent,  and  adequate  remedy,  for  evils  of  t^e 
nature  and  magnitude  just  recited?  I  acknow- 
ledge my  own  feelings  are  rery  different.  If  these 
statements  are  ibunded  in  ftct,  I  cannot  justly 
myself  to  my  constituents,  or  my  eoascirace,  in 
saying  the  adoption  of  the  regulations  or  com- 
merce, a  Navigation  Act,  or  the  whole  parade  of 
shutting  ports,  and  freeing  trade  of  its  shackles, 
is  in  any  degree  calculated  to  meet  or  remedy  the 
evil. 

Althoiwh  I  deprecate  war  as  the  worst  of  ca- 
lamities for  my  country,  yet  I  would  inquire,  seri- 
ously, whether  we  had  fiofilled  the  Treaty  on  our 
part  with  Great  Britain?  Do  complete  justice  to 
them  first.  I  would  negotiate  as  long  and  as  far 
as  patience  ought  to  go;  aod  if  I  found  an  obs'ti- 
nate  denial  ofjustice,  I  would  then  lay  the  hand 
of  /ontx  upon  the  Western  posts,  and  teach  t)ie 
worhl  that  the  United  States  were  no  less  prompt 
in  commanding  justice  to  be  dwe  them,  than  they 
had  been  patient  and  industrious  in  attempting  to 
obtain  It  by  fair  and  peaceable  means.  In  thb 
view  of  the  subject,  I  should  be  led  to  say — Avriiy 
with  your  milk-and-water  regulations;  they  iure 
too  trifling  to  effect  objects  <»  such  fmpominee. 
Are  the  Algerines  to  be  frightened  with  paper  re- 
solves, or  the  Indians  to  be  subdued,  or  the  West- 
em  posts  taken,  by  commercial  regulations?  Whoi 
we  consider  the  subject  merely  as  a  commercial 
one,  it  goes  too  far,  and  attempts  too  much}  but 
when  considered  as  a  war  establishment,  it  falls 
infinitely  short  of  the  mark,  and  does  too  little.' 

Mr.  Bi^DDiHOT  lamented  the  want  of  j^ractical 
commercial  knowledge,  when  called  upon  to  ^e 
an  opinion  on  subjects  of  so  great  magnitude  ahd 
essential  importance  to  this  country.  But  it  vns 
with  pleasure  he  took  an  opportunity  of  acknow- 
ledging the  obligation  he  was  under  to  the  een^ 
men  who  had  gone  before  him,  for  their  collection 
of  facts,  their  calculations  and  strong  reasoning, 
on  the  subject,  by  which  his  misfortune  was 
greatly  alleviated.  The  calm  and  dispassionate 
discnssion  of  so  great  and  interesting  a  qnestion, 
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murt  be  productiTe  of  great  public  adTantage,  as 
veil  as' do  great  honor  to  this  Committee.  It  was 
wi^  the  greatest  attention  that  he  had  heard  the 
various  reasooines  throughout  this  long  debate. 
He  had  examiuea  the  facts,  be  had  compared  and 
applied  the  calculations,  he  had  weighed  every 
ailment,  and  had  endeavored  to  draw  some  final 
conclusions  to  direct  his  judgmenL  That  which 
had  made  the  most  forcible  impression  on  his 
mind,  and  was  equatty  deducible  from  the  argu- 
ments used  hy  either  side  of  the  House,  was, , 
"that  every  wise  oation,  under  the  consideration 
of  all  circumstances,  endeavored  to  make  their 
own  individual  interest  the  pole-star  by  which  to 
direct  their  eonducL  whether  of  a  political  or 
oommereial  nature."  He  observed,  that  it  ap- 
peared to  him  as  elnr  as  any  mathematical  pro- 
position, that  in  all  the  commercial  regulations  <tf 
the  nations  of  Europe,  this  one  object  influenced . 
every  action.  This  was  plainly  seen  in  all  the 
ftrorable  circumstances  attending  the  ttrritg  of 
France  in  our  favor.  This,  and  this  alone,  had 

fenned  every  commercial  restriction  against  us 
y  Great  Britain.  ^  From  the  whole,  then,  of  the 
debate,  without  going  into  comparison  of  one  na- 
tion and  her  conduct  towards  us  with  another, 
which  sometimes  led  into  invidious  distinctions, 
Mr.  B.  said  he  had  drawn  this  obvious  and  deter- 
minate conclusion — from  the  acknowledged  atten- 
tion of  old  and  wise  nations  to  their  own  particu- 
lar interests,  and  which  he  should  make  the  rule 
his  conduct  on  this  great  question — "to  go  and 
do  likewise." 

But.  before  he  proceeded  to  the  resolutions  on 
the  laole^  he  thought  proper  to  premise  the  pro- 
priety of  laying  out  ch  the  debate  the  charge  of 
the  enmity  of  Great  Britain  and  the  friendship  of 
France,  as  far  as  either  respected  the  former  Go- 
yemtnent.  P<ditician$  and  legislators  should  not 
indulge  passion;  the  circumstances  of  the  present 
GoTernment  were  those  that  demanded  their  at- 
tention, and  by  goii^r  so  far  back,  they  would  be 
exposed  to  greater  mistakes.  He  said  he  had  al- 
ready found  it  very  easy  to  mistake  or  Inisappre- 
hend  facts  of  an  important  nature,  when  relative 
to  subjects  that  engage  the  passions  as  well  as  the 
judgment. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  was  not  desirous  of  becoming 
the.  panegyrist  of  Great  Britain;  he  had  known 
too  mneh,  he  had  felt  too  much,  to  .execute  such 
an  office  with  prowiety.  He  should  not  overvalue 
the  friendship  of  France  in  the  aid  we  had  re- 
ceived from  her,  because  he  knew  that  it  was  not 
from  the  Nation,  but  the  Monarch,  that  Uie  whole 
of  it  was  brought  about.  He  knew  that  his  sole 
motive  was  the  best  interests  of  his  Crown,  and 
that  when  he  fought  with  us  side  by  aide  he  had 
fought  his  own  rattles  in  our  country,  instead  of 
his  own.  It  was  interest  that  led  America  to  ask, 
it  was  interest  that  led  him  to  comply.  But,  not- 
withstanding circumstances  of  this  nature,  he  was 
desirous  that  the  whole  truth  should  prevail.  He 
did  not  approve  of  half  truths,  he  wished  the  whole 
to  be  known.  Great  Britain  had  been  repeatedly 
cha^d  with  originati$ie  the  Indian  war.  She 
Jiad  been  (it  was  said)  Moojft  averse  to  entering 
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into  a  commercial  treaty  with  ns.  These  ftels 

Mr.  B.  disputed;  nay,  he  did  not  believe  (hem. 
Gentlemen  had  founded  many  strong  argumeoti 
upon  them,  but  it  would  have  been  oest  first  to 
have  produced  the  evidence^  to  prove  thar  ei- 
istence.  As  to  the  originatmg  tne  Indian  war; 
so  far  from  its  being  ongiaatedhy  Great  Briuin, 
be  knew  that  it  had  originated  in  the  false  policy 
of  Congress,  in  1783.  This  was  no  new  idea;  he 
had  then  foreseen  it;  he  had  then  foretold  it,  with 
its  consequences.  He  did  not  denv  that  the 
cers  and  agents  of  Great  Britain  oad  since  en- 
couraged and  increased  it;  that  they  had  not  done 
what  they  ought  to  have  done,  to  prevent  it  Tbey 
had  claimed  the  right  of  aiding  the  Indians  Vf 
presents:  also,  as  a  nation,  nad  claimed  the 
right  of  aiding  the  French  Republic,  in  tyerj 
way  consistent  with  our  neutrality.  As  to  her 
being  always  averse  to  a  commercui  treaty,  this 
also  should  be  taken  with  some  restriction.  The 
facts  should  he  truly  stated.  In  September,  1779, 
Congress  thought  it  prudent  to  autnorize  and  in- 
struct their  Commissioners  to  enter  into  a  Com- 
mercial Treaty  with  Great  Britain,  in  ease  d  a 
Peace.  In  Jiuy,  1781.  when  a  negotiation  for 
Peace  was  likely  to  take  place,  Congress,  on  the 
principle  that  our  true  commercial  advantages 
were  not  well  understood,  thought  it  best  to  aroid 
all  unnecessary  European  connexions;  and,  there- 
fore, in  the  month  of  Jnly,  1781,  repealed  the 
Commissioners*  authoritv  to  enter  into  a  Co*' 
mercial  Treaty,  and  withdrew  their  instracdou. 
At  this  critical  moment,  when  Great  Britain  m 
acceded  to  our  Independence,  and  was  impretwd 
with  the  danger  of  losing  our  commerce,  she  ctou 
forward,  ana  (if  his  inrormation  was  right)  pro* 
posed  a  Commercial  Treaty,  on  rational  and  goe 
rous  terms,  which,  for  want  of  authority,  was  re- 
fused by  our  Commissionel^  To  this  source  wai 
the  Proclamation  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
owing,  hy  which  we  were  cut  off  from  the  West 
India  trade.  Before  this  mistake  could  be  recti- 
fied, our  disunion  as  to  commercial  regulations, 
and  weakness  as  to  national  objects,  were  fuDj 
known  to  Great  Britain ;  since  whichj  he  bcUevoi, 
she  had  wholly  omitted  to  enter  into  further  treaty 
with  us. 

He  said  he  had  carefblly  examined  the  Jmit- 
nals  of  Congress  as  to  the  granting  and  repetl  of 
the  power  of  the  Commissioners;  hut  as  to  ue 
ofienns  and  refusing  the  Commercial  Treatr.i^ 
depended  on  a  C<Ktfidential  Letter  he  had  rtceirti 
in  1783,  and  which  was  read  in  Congress  the  i» 
of  October  of  that  year;  and  as  he  would  not 
vouch  for  the  authenticity  of  those  facts,  W 
chose  that  the  Committee  should  have  all  ^* 
evidence  he  had,  he  would  trouble  them  wit"  , 
reading  the  substance  of  it.  Mr.  B.  then  [ 
some  jNurts  of  a  letter  dated  September  28, 17»>< 
which  in  substance  was — 

"  I  left  Paris  the  ISthofJone;  the  da;  before  wlu^ 
Mr.  Hartley  had  CMnmunicBted  to  the  American 
potentiary  and  to  me  a  despatch  which  he  had  re«i'«' 
from  Mr.  Secretary  For,  authoriaing  Mr.  HaiH^J" 
agree  to  a  Treaft  of  Commerce,  allowing  a 
10  the  Wertlndiea  to  tfaa  vMNb  and  dttwwdftM 
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United  Statas,  nnder  ths  siiigle  rwtrictioD  of  not  cu* 
iriiiff  tfie  produce  of  thow  Island*  to  Great  Britun ; 
that  Co&grew  would  beat  know  die  reasona  that  in- 
daoed  the  Commiaaionen  to  object  to  diat  reatriction, 
and  irUcli  had  erentoaUjr  fiuetnted  the  expectation  of 
«  CodumicmI  Tre^  witti  Great  Britain.   And  you 
wffl  andonbtedly  han  seen  the  Proolaraation,  which, 
in  eoneaqpenfle  dmm^  had  been  iMoed  hr  Hia  Biitan* 
nie  M^i^,  wherdiy  the  veaaela  of  the  Untted  Statea 
aie,  in  afleet,  piednded  Aom  all  aeeeaa  to  the  ^ritidi 
Weat  Indiea.   Bat  aa  die  ultimate  intantioDa  of  the 
Bptiah  Mimater  <m  Uutt  aotiiect  ^ipeaied  do«btfiil,  and 
mm  it  aaamed  highly  important  that  thay  dumld  be 
known  to  Congreai  as  tooa  mm  poanUe,  and  as  I  had 
oaraainn  on  Friday,  the  8th  of  August,  to  see  my  Lord 
NofUi  wyactiiig  a  matter  af  jmiate  pnyarty,  I  afitled 
aayaelf  of^that  onportnnity  of  eonveraiiv  thneon  with 
hia  Lordship,  who,  with  great  apparent  candor,  told  me, 
tfiat  the  Prodamatton  and  the  principlea  of  it  would 
undoobtedly  be  adhered  to  during  the  continuance  of 
the  act  of  Parliament ;  that  Parliament  must  then  de- 
temune  respecting  fiiture  measures ;  that  the  Naviga- 
tioa  Act  had  been  the  source  and  support  of  the  Bri- 
tish  naval  power,  and  must  not  be  infringed  without 
urgent  nscBasity ;  ttiat  he  was  deiaroDa  of  ntmoling  a 
good  nndetstanding  with  the  United  8ta tea  bj  all  means 
uwuualiMu  widi  the  interest  of  Great  Brittbi,  but  that 
Aa  iUMrieana,  after  making  themseKea  independent, 
wan  UBxaaamuiUe — deairing  piinlegea  whicA  nerer 
bad  been  granted  to  any  independent  peo[de,  eniecnlly 
aa  Aey  ^ipeared  to  luve  neither  the  indhiation  nor 
^  abtltty  to  give  any  adequate  advantagea  to  Great 
Britain  in  return.   I  intimated  the  probahili^  that  the 
Uaitad  Statea  would  retaliate,  and  prevent  their  pro- 
duce bring  carried  to  dw  Weat  Indlea  in  Biitidi  vea* 
sib.   To  which  his  Lordship  reified,  that  the  United 
^tatea  had  doubUeas  die  right  to  adopt  such  a  measure, 
but  in  ao  doing  they  would  necessarily  deprive  them- 
selvee  of  the  brat,  and  indeed  the  only  sufficient  mar- 
ket tar  thdr  produce ;  obstruct  the  growth,  agriculture, 
and  pro^ieri^  <^  dieir  own  country,  and  injure  them- 
selves modi  more  than  they  could  possibly  injure  Great 
Brilahi.   That  in  war,  Great  Bri£lin  was  exposed  to 
maA  expense  and  dilAculty  in  defending  her  West 
hi£a  CouRuee,  and  at  aD  times  girii^  them  excluaivek 
Aa  beneft  of  her  mailKt,  dwriving  herself  in  their 
favar  of  die  advantage  of  puroiasing  the  sugais,  && 
ef  otbHT  oonntriea,  and  thereby  enabling  British  West 
ladm  olanten  to  obtain  higher  piicea  for  their  prodnee 
than  uie  planters  of  any  other  n^ion ;  and  that  unleM 
Gnat  Britain,  in  retain  for  theae  fovota,  oould  eiita- 
lififar  fijoj  the  benefits  of  dkeir  navigotiiHi,  it  would, 
fa  mm  ]nivata  opinicH),  be  mudi  batter  to  let  dwn  b^ 
come  independent,  like  die  United  Statea.   Hia  Lmd- 
aUp  did  not  requeat,  and  I  presume  he  did  not  expect 
I  would  keep  thu  ooaversation  a  secret,  and  you  are  at 
Sberty  to  communicate  it  to  Congress ;  though  aa  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  dted  on  political  sutjeets,  I  h-og  it  may 
be  confined  to  that  honorable  body.   I  indeed  thought 
it  expedient,  before  I  left  London,  to  write  an  account 
ef  It  to  the  American  Plenipotentiary  in  Paris,"  dte. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded,  and  said,  that  these  facts 
had  coDTiuced  him  that  the  charge  was  too  geae- 
ral,  eroeciaUy  as  by  the  late  commaaications  we 
are  iiuonned  that  a  negotiation  was  now  again  in 
train  on  the  same  su^ect.  That  in  his  opinioa 
Oreat  Britain  had  enoc^  to  answer  for  that  was 
justly  chargeable  to  her  aeeounl^  without  relying 
on  bare  saggestions  withoat  proof.  Her  breacE 
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of  the  Treaty  by  earrying  away  our  negroes,  con- 
trary to  the  express  wordsj  and  withholdit^  the 
posts,  without  a  shadow  of  excuse,  are  sufficient 
evidence  of  her  want  of  puUic  faith;  but  let  us 
not  found  our  acts  on  those  facts,  which,  if  in- 
quired into,  we  cannot  support.  Mr.  B.  observed, 
tnat  he  had  made  these  obserratioos  to  remina 

Sentlemen  that  though  this  nation  had  at  times 
one  us  wrong,  yet  that  wfl  had  not  been  without 
fault:  therefore,  he  added,  let  us  dispassionately 
consider  the  resolnticm  on  the  table,  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  our  preient  situation  ammicthe  nations, 
or  as  it  has  beep,  since  our  present  (Soremment. 
It  cannot  be  denied  that  our  trade  has  been  in  a 
flourishing  condition  ever  since  the  year  1790l 
Let  any  gentleman  who  doubts  this  cast  his  eye 
on  the  Reports  from  the  Treasury  Office  for  seve- 
ral years  past:  it  is  fast  pressing  to  perfection. 

Mr.  B.  was  of  opinion  with  the  gentleman  wbo 
had  gone  before  hiuL,  that  it  was  possible  to  carry 
our  navigation  too  lar,  when  considered  in  pro- 
portion to  our  agricultural  interest;  but  that  point 
was  yet  to  come.  He  acknowledged  that  since 
the  late  war  in  Europe,  we  had  been  the  suffer- 
ers; that  our  ships  had  been  piratically  despoiled 
(if  he  might  be  allowed  the  expression)  by  the 
privateers  of  England,  Spain,  and  France;  that 
our  citizens  justly  looked  up  to  ^eir  Govexnioent 
for  protection  and  recompense.  The  usual  esta- 
blished mode  among  eirilized  natiras  was,  in  the 
first  instance,  remonstrance  and  negodationj  this 
was  not  the  duty  of  the  Representatives  ca  the 
people,  but  belonged  to  another  department;  we 
were  officially  informed  that  this  was  done,  a  ne- 
gotiation was  on  foot,  and  our  Executive  officer 
bad  fixed  the  1st  day  of  December  last,  when  our 
Minister  at  the  Court  of  London  was  to  give  a 
positive  and  decided  account  of  the  state  of  the 
negotiation.  Would  it  then  be  prudent  for  tlw 
Committee,  until  the  issue  of  that  negotiation  is 
known,  to  interfere,  or  perhaps  run  counter  to  our 
Executive?  The  departments  of  Qovemment 
shouU  be  kept  separate,  and  not  tme  counteract 
the  other. 

He  at  length  adverted  to  the  restdntion  befme 
the  Committee,  and  said  it  consisted  of  two  parts: 
one  relative  to  higher  duties  on  the  manofactores 
of  foreign  nations  not  having  any  treaty  whh  vOt 
the  other  to  further  restrictions  on  the  shipiung  of 
those  nations.  To  these,  then.  Mr.  B.  saia  he 
would  confine  himself,  and  thereby  greatly  narrow 
the  debate.  The  first  inquiry  that  obviously  pre- 
sented itself,  in  order  to  determine  the  effect  is, 
On  whom  will  these  higher  duties  fall  ?  The  ge- 
neral principle  agreed  on  all  hands  is,  that  the 
consumer  pays  the  duty.  The  citizens  of  the 
United  States  are  the  consumers ;  the  citizens  at 
the  United  States  must,  therefore,  pay  the  higher 
duties.  This  reasoning  proceeds  on  the  fact  that 
our  citizens  purchase  the  manufactures.  The  ar- 
ticles mentioned  are  either  necessaries  or  superflu- 
ities :  if  necessaries,  our  citizens  must  have  themi 
if  superfluities,  as  freemen  they  vrill  have  tfaem,  if 
they  choose  them :  they  wtQ  lay  out  their  moner 
as  they  please,  unless  zestrictea  by  laws  founded 
» the  true  interests  of  the  natiin.  But  it  maf 
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be  said  that  they  may  be  nipi^ed  from  home  ma- 
nu&ctareai,  or  from  natioDs  in  alUaDce  with  us. 
The  first  cannot  be  true,  as  will  be  evident  from 
the  presept  state  of  our  manufactures.  The  sup- 
ply equal,  or  bearing  any  reasonable  proportioD 
to  the  demand,  is  impossible  for  many,  many  years 
•  to  come.  As  to  other  nations,  it  may  fairly  be 
said,  with  regard  to  the  supply,  that  France  and 
Holland  are  the  only  nations  that  can  be  contem- 
t^ted.  It  would  be  cruel  in  the  extreme  to  put 
France  to  the  test,  under  her  present  critical  and 
distressing  situation.  She  has  called  all  her  citi- 
zens into  the  field ;  if  any  can  be  spared,  it  must 
be  for  the  purpose  of  her  agriculture,  or  the  manu- 
fiicture  of  arms  alone.  It  would  expose  her  to  the 
charge  of  inability,  without  giving  her  the  chance 
of  a  iair  experiment.  Every  gentleman  on  the 
floor  knows  that  Holland,  independently  consider- 
ed, has  no  possible  way  of  yielding  us  a  supply. 
If  she  does  it,  it  must  be  as  a  medium  between 
Great  Butain  and  us ;  so  that,  directly  or  indi- 
rectljr,  wf  should  receive  the  supply  from  Great 
Britain,  which  would  evade  the  intended  effect  of 
die  measure,  l^e  next  inquiry  is.  How  will  in- 
ereadng  the  duties  on  our  own  citizens  affect  the 
Gh>Ternmeut  of  Great  Britain,  so  as  to  accomplish 
die  desired  end?  If  their  manufacturers  obtain 
their  price — if  their  merchants  receive  their  com- 
missions, how  will  it  affect  them,  that  our  citizens 
pay  high  duties  on  the  articles  here  before  they 
are  consumed  ?  It  may  be  answered,  by  lessening 
the  consumption ;  by  increasing  our  own  manu- 
fectures ;  by  encouraging  other  nations  to  cease  a 
competition  in  our  markets.  If  we  judge  from 
past  experience,  our  habits  of  economy  are  not 
auch  as  will  produce  this  effect  to  any  considera- 
ble purpose.  Our  citizens  seldom  refuse  gratify- 
ing themselves  on  account  of  a  difference  of  six 
pence  or  a  shilling  in  the  yard;  if  they  earn 
cheir  money  hardly,  they  will  spend  it  at  their 
pleasure.  During  the  late  waf  we  know  the  prices 
were  increased  one  hundred  per  cent.;  yet  neither 
the  obligation  of  law,  the  love  of  their  country,  or 
even,  in  some  cases,  the  risk  of  life,  will  deter  from 
gratifying  themselves  in  the  enjoyment  of  foreign 
manufactures.  The  increase  or  our  home  manu- 
factures is  a  most  desirable  object ;  and  there  was 
no  gentleman  of  the  Committee  more  desirous  of 
promoting  them  than  he  was.  But  this  could 
only  be  accomplished  by  time.  It  was  a  progres- 
iire  worl^  and  was  now  hasteniiu'  to  pnfection 
as  fast  a^  was  compatible  with  a  due  attention  to 
agriculture  j  but  no  gentleman  would  pretend  to 
say  that  even  the  hope  of  a  competent  supply  was 
xanonal  for  many  year^  to  come ;  nay,  he  verily 
believed  that,  if  all  the  wool  of  the  fiAeen  States 
WHS  bronght  tt^therJt  would  not  afford  a  supply 
of  woollens  for  one  State.  But  it  was  proper  to 
look  to  the  encouragement  already  given  to  our 
manu&ctures.  The  importations  of  the  United 
States  amounted  to  twenty  millions  of  dollars ; 
the  duties  already  laid  amount  to  four  millions ; 
this,  on  an  average,  was  twenty  per  cent.  This 
was  a  very  serious  duty,  indeed;  and,  though 
principally  designed  to  raise  a  revenue,  yet  it  a£o 
acted  as  Mtmdes  to  our  manu&cturei ;  and,  when 


added  to  the  freight,  insurance,  conunission^  and 
interest,  paid  by  the  unporter  (H  fweini  manufac- 
tures, every  gentleman  must  eoneluae  Uiat  our 
citizens  would  not  patiently  submit  to  greater 
burdens  without  the  most  obvious  necessity.  He 
added,  thatj  if  the  specific  articles  referred  to  ia 
the  reaolutKHis  were  individually  considered,  the 
duties  would  amount  to  about  fifteen  per  c&iU 
when  imported  in  foreign  bott^s,  which  wouM 
be  found  very  heavy  on  those  articles,  and  safi- 
cient  to  encourage  our  home  mantdhctures  con- 
sistently with  the  ease  of  the  citizens.  Do  not 
these  duties  already  bear  a  sufficient  proportion  to 
the  capitals  of  our  merchants  ?  Some  g«itlemen 
have  objected  to  the  easy  credit  afforded  our  mer- 
chants in  Great  Britain,  and  yet,  in  the  same 
breath,  are  for  demanding  the  smalt  capitab  of 
their  own,  in  duties,  and  refuse  them  the  advan- 
tage of  foreign  ca^tals,  where  they  can  be  ob* 
tamed.  He  confessed  he  was  not  convinced  of 
the  dangers  arising  from  public  credit  which  were 
so  warmly  ursed  by  the  gentleman  frcan  Virginia. 
When  he  looked  at  that  gentleman,  and  attended 
to  die  zeal  he  discovered,  in  what  he  thought  ao 
essential  to  the  welfare  of  his  country,  it  afforded 
an  answer  Go  every  objecti<m  so  ably  supported 
by  him.  The  gentleman  had  acknowledged  and 
Ifunented  the  prevalence  of  credit,  and  that  from 
Great  Britain.  In  the  State  he  came  from,  h« 
said  it  nniversidly  prevailed,  and  had  its  eSett'od 
the  importing  merchant ;  from  him  to  the  coun- 
try shop-keeper,  and  thence  to  the  farmer:  so  that 
the  dependence  on  the  merchant  in  Great  Britain 
was  to  he  feared  through  every  part  of  the  com- 
munity, and  the  most  (bngerous  influence  of  Eng- 
lish pwtics  was  to  be  dreaded.  But  was  there  a 
State  in  the  Union  where'  the  policy  of  Great 
Britiun  was  reprobated  more  than  in  the  State  of 
Virginia  7  Was  not  the  conduct  of  that  gentle- 
man, in  the  present  debate,  as  well  as  tiiat  of  his 
colleagues,  full  proof  that  tne  credit  he  comj^ined 
of  dianot  produce  the  fatal  effects  he  feared? 
Was  not  Virginia  the  largest  and,  if  we  might 
judge  fr<nn  her  visible  capitai,  (slaves,)  the  richest 
State  in  the  Union  t  And  yet  she  had  always 
been  in  the  habit  of  unbouoded  credit  in  Great 
Britain. 

Mr.  B.  then  reminded  the  Committee  of  the 
nature  of  the  trade  with  Great  Britain.  Did  the 
British  merchant  bring  his  manufrictures  and  attei 
them  for  sale  in  this  country  ?  No ;  the  Ameri* 
can  merchant  emjdoyed  the  merchant  in  England 
to  purchase  of  the  manufactnters,  on  a  commis- 
sion of  five  or  ten  per  cent  The  goods  were  ex- 
ported at  the  risk  of  the  American  merchant ;  and 
whether  the  consumer  paid  a  high  or  low  duty  on 
them,  on  their  arrival  in  this  country,  was  a  mat- 
ter <^  but  secondary  consideration  to  the  British 
merchant.  Mr.  B.,  then,  observing  on  the  patri- 
otic conduct  of  our  merchants  with  regard  to  their 
obedience  to  the  revenue  laws,  which  he  thought 
did  them  greater  honor  than  could  be  claimed  by 
those  of  any  other  country,  warned  the  Commit- 
tee against  carrying  the  matter  too  far ;  he  warned 
them  not  to  make  it  the  best  trade  on  fair  calcu- 
ktim,  Hal  one  merchant  eodld  pursue,  to  defiand 
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tl^  Ctorattimeiit  of  thedfttice.  When  once  trnng* 
^liur  beeame  a  bouneu  whieh  the  merohaatt  ge- 
BMBuly  thought  themadlTes  jnatified  in,  it  wovld 
bn  like  poveiAil  nssailaats  getting  possession  of  a 
■mug  iMtresa :  it  would  not  he  easy  to  didodge 
thoL  It  was  out  of  the  power  of  laws  to  jtrerent 
—ogglingi  if  the  merchants  once  determined  to 
adopt  ii.-  He  said  he  had  ear^oUy  avoided  sayine 
■OTthiBg  about  the  Alcerines,  because,  although 
m  nis  prirate  opinion  he  thou^t  ctrouauta&ces 
b««  hud  agamst  Qreat  Britain,  yet,  as  a  legis- 
tw,  he  could  not  lay  his  finger  on  tho  evidence, 
and  say  this  or  that  proves  the  &et ;  and,  as  he 
beUered  some  facts  had  been  TT*'»*^k«'"j  he  was 
afraid  of  aetii^  without  adequate  proof.  Besides, 
although  he  was  at  first  aSected  by  the  sugges- 
tion, ye^  on  carefully  investigating  the  process  of 
tke  buanesB^  hie  thought  he  could  see  reasons 
irtiieh  might  xander  it  possible  that  Great  Britain 
Iwllagioaa  exettse  for  her.condnct,  independent 
of  Askoiean  considenluns.  Everr  ge^eman 
kovws  that  Holland  had  a  crataiderane  trade  with 
Portugal,  which  she  was  obliged  to  carry  on  with 
a  convoy  of  men-of-war,  on  account  of  the  Alge- 
rinet.  Poctogal  had  thiee  or  four  ships  eontinu- 
allf  cruising  on  the  sameaceoUAt,  Gweat  Britain 

tmth  these  States)  was  engaged  in  a  war  with 
France,  whose  fleet,  notwithsttuiding  all  hex  diffi- 
cttltiee,  was  rather  superior  to  that  of  Gcreat  Bri- 
tain. It  became  then  a  considerable  object  with 
Oieat  Britain  to  emancipate  these  ships  of  her 
•Ues  from  other  services,  so  as  to  operate  with 
her  in  the  common  cause.  Asun,  it  was  possible 
that  Great  Britain,  by  promoting  this  truce  with 
Btdhittd  and  Portugal,  might  find  it  easier  to  per- 
svade  the  AJgeianes  to  dec^e  war  against  France, 
the  oomnutt  enemy ;  this,  we  are  told,  has  been 
aceomnlished;  and,  if  so,  nuist  have  been  a  con- 
■dnnMA  object  with  Great  Britain.  U,  then, 
4i«w  lenaons  might  have  opentfed  wijth  Great 
QrilniB  without  respect  to  Aaoerica,  we  ought  at 
liast  to  wait  till  we  are  better  aoquaintefr  with 
beta,  Md  this  we  may  soon  reasonably  expect 
from  our  fweign  Ministers,  especially  when  we 
are  officially  to«l  that  the  British  agent  who  ac- 
complished this  tmue  had  not  heard  from  his 
Court  for  eighteen  months. 

On  the  whale,  Mr.  B.  observed  that,  while  the 
dodes  already  laid  oo  the  lanaer,  mechanic, 
lafaorer,  and  other  citizena  of  the  United  States, 
wwe  sufficiently  high  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
rnenc  and  the  protection  and  encouragement  of 
oar  blow  maanfactmeis  while  higher  duties  must 
m  the  end  fiUl  on  thoae  who  are  already  oppressed 
inth  thoae  dntiea  that  are  necessary ;  while  our 
ettiv«Ba  cannot  avoid  the  duties  by  a  supply  from 
home  manufactures,  or  those  of  foreign  nations  in 
aliinoce  with  us  j  while,  he  was  of  <^nion  that 
nntioMB  not  in  aUumce  e»nnot  be  affioc^  bv  duties 
hj  onr  citizens,  be  £d  not  think  this  the  time 
to  increase  the  duties  on  articles  which  mu^t  be 
cMunaaed  in  the  United  Slatesgfor  parposes  which 
it  on&aot  clearly  and  indubitably  be  proved  will 
nnn»T  very  essential  and  important  <»dt  to  oar 
QDvenuaent  and  ita  eitiawns.  As  to  the  second 
o^MK  flC  iIm  mohvixnH  fac.hnA  baw  akwKf^  of 


opinimi.  that  it  ia  the  true  way  of  accomplishing^ 
the  ends  n<wos«d.  He  had  ever  joined  the  genr 
tieman  whe  Drought  this  forward,  in  considering, 
the  regulating  of  f(»ceign  shipping  a  principle  ^ 
neat  mi^rtance  to  the  interest  of  the  Unite4^ 
States;  uul,  whenever  an  answer  shaU  be  oh-- 
tained  fnnn  our  Minister  abroad,  by  which  the 
state  of  the  present  oi^tiation  shall  appear  to  b^, 
unfavorable  to  the  United  States,  he  would  bft 
ready  to  enter  fully  into  the  measure,  and  hopea 
then  there  would  be  a  perfect  unanimity  in  tnat, 
Committee,  which  would  greatly  insure  the  effi^ 
cacy  .of  the  measure.  But  as  there  was  reason  Uy 
expect  the  issue  of  the  negotiatiw  in  a  short  time,, 
he  ^ould  be  unwilling  to  agree  to  any  mea&ur^s 
of  this  nature  having  a  principle  of  retaliation  for> 
its  object,  till  the  real  grievance  could  be  known^ 
and  of  course  the  Committee  bett«  capable  n 
judging  <^  the  adequate  ronedy.  He  was  aveivi^ 
from  forcing  any  nation  into  a  conunerciid  treaty, 
with  us.  It  ought  tp  be  a  voluntary  act ;  ud  hff 
was  for  allowing  the  same  freedom  of  actim  to^ 
other  nations  we  claimed  for  ourselves.  Bu^ 
when  we  could  not  obtain  a  reciprocity  of  bene- 
fits, he  thought  we  had  the  undoubted  right  ^ 
conferring  a  reciprocity  of  restrictioois.  His  He^f 
was,  when  we  did  proceed  on  this  principle,  we. 
should  make  old  and  wise  nationa>  our  exami^ey 
and  copy  their  acts.  This  could  give  no  reasonar 
ble  offence  j  but,  if  offence  was  tuen,  the  answer, 
would  be  obvious  and  convincing.  Great  Britain, 
by  her  commercial  regulations,  hid  risen  to  power- 
and  opulence ;  this  gave  us  a  right  to  copy  hw, 
example  J  and,  whenever  the  Eixecutive  gaveuf 
ii^brmation  that  negotiation  was  ineffectual,  h^ 
was  ready  to  pursue  this  remedy,  as  the  only  sala*. 
taxy  and  effectual  one ;  but,  as  this  period  had  not 
yet  arrived,  he  should  wait  witb  some  degree  of 
patience  for  the  issue,  which,  as  a  frinnd  to  both 
countries,  he  hoped  would  be  a  fiivorable  one, 
should  accordingly  vote,  for  the  present,  againsV 
the  resolution  now  before  the  Committee- 
After  Mr.  BooDiMOT  bad  spoken,  Mr.  Ames 
rose,  and  remarked  that  it  had  been  repeatedly, 
asserted,  ia  a  vague  manner,  that  our  commerce, 
is  unfavorably  situated;  he  wished  the  specific 
grievances  stated,  and  the  facts  on  which  they  are. 
said  to  be  founded  vouched  for.  One  fact  is  worth- 
a  dozen  theories. 

Nicholas  was  astonished  that  the  gentle- 
man possessed  so  little  American  feeling  a^  S9i 
oftea.  to  repeat  the  inquiry  he  had  jnst  made,  or 
that  he  should  atten^nt  to  divert  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  by  a  mvolous  distinction  betweot 
commercial  and  political  considerations.  fh» 
frienda  (nT  the  rescuatious  had  supi^osed  it  unnec^ 
sary  to  enumerats;  they  conceived  that  eveiy 
American  must  feel  the  wrongs  we  suffer,  ana. 
they  offered  the  resolution  as  a  counter-terror.  It. , 
appeared,  however,  that  they  were  mistaken,  and 
must  be  under  the  necessity  of  ^numerating  griev- 
ances ;  it  ia  necessary  to  tdl  the  gentleman  of  the 
hostilities  of  the  savages  on  our  frontiers,  of  the 
murder  of  our  ifitixens,  and  plunder  of  our  settle- 
ments !  he  must  be  taia  <tf  the  commer^  advan- 
tagat  wjrasted  ftoai  9n^  hndvhy  tb^t  mmn  VQlisr 
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which  lets  loose  Ae  Akerines  apon  cor  defimce- 
less  merclantmeii.  He  hoped  it  wooU  be  allowed 
that  this  is  a  comnmcial  as  well  as  political  in- 
jnry.  He  enumerated  the  other  injurious  restric- 
tions imposed  OD  our  trade  by  Great  Britain,  con- 
trary to  the  Law  of  Nations  and  every  cuor  of 
right,  and  then  said,  that  since  we  sofier  in  blood 
and  treasure,  it  becomes  proper  to  inquire  whether 
we  can  best  resist  with  arms,  or  by  making  regu- 
lations in  the  spirit  of  those  proposed,  the  effects 
of  which  will  be  felt  by  them  in  the  distresses  of 
titeir  subjects.  The  Committee  had  been  told  by 
gentlemen  who  opposed  the  resolutions,  how  ia- 
eapeble  we  are  of  supporting  xny  bat  a  defensive 
war ;  our  only  alternative,  then,  is  something  like 
ihe  resolutions— that  is,  to  withdraw  from  them  at 
least  die  sustenance  thn  receive  from  us. 

Some  genderaen  had,  to  be  sure,  reduced  this 
qtaestioB  to  very  lurrow  gronnd,  when  they^  chose 
to  throw  on  one  ade  as  inapplicable  the  uuuries 
we  suffer  from  Indians  and  Algerines,  and  the  in- 
juries our  commerce  endures  from  pointed  com- 
mercial regulations ;  and,  when  all  these  are  put 
ont  ii  the  question,  they  triumphantly  ask,  where 
are  your  grievances  t  They  ^  further,  and  at- 
tempt to  show  that  America  is  as  favored,  in  a 
commercial  point  of  view,  as  she  has  a  right  to 
expect.  The  regulations  against  us  in  the  tVest 
Indies  are  not  grievances,  because  they  are  of  an 
aocient  date,  tut  they  are  part  of  an  uniform  sys- 
tem, and  that  there  is  nothing  in  them  particularly 
pointed  at  Americans.  This,  he  believed,  is  a 
mistake ;  there  is  an  express  law,  since  the  year 
1780,  excluding  all  articles  from  the  West  Indies, 
Bnless  carried  there  vnAet  particular  eitcnm- 
flmneea  and  in  British  vessels.  This  is  an  injury 
striotly  ccmunereiaL  In  answer  to  a  remark  that 
British  credit  in  Virnnia  does  not  appear  to  have 
generated  British  iDtlurace.  he  observed,  that  the 
natural  jealousy  of,  and  aversion  to  foreigners, 
who  do  almost  all  the  commercial  business  in  that 
State,  naturally  counteracts  the  influence  of  that 
credit ;  but,  where  no  such  counteracting  cause 
exists — where  mercantile  transactioDs  are  carried 
on  by  natives,  assisted  by  foreign  credit — there,  be 
believed,  the  natural  dependence  of  borrower  on 
lender  gave  deep  root  to  that  influence.  But  the 
measures  proposed  do  not  go  to  the  destruction  of 
credit,  but  only  tend  to  prevent  its  abuse.  It  has 
been  said  that  Spain  and  Portugal  could  supply 
Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies  with  |iTain 
lind  floor.  He  wondered  nt  the  argument  being 
brought  forward,  as  it  is  notorioos  that  those  coun- 
tries are  among  our  best  markets  for  those  com- 
modities. 

'  A  commercial  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  it  is 
said,  is  not  desirable,  because  that  we  have  with 
Prance  is  not  beneficial.   Gentlemen  should  re- 
cc^eet  the  date  of  that  treaty ;  that,  when  it  was 
made,  we  had  not  much  to  gi^^)  "'^^  therefot«  not 
a  right  to  expect  much.   The  Committee  had 
been  told  that  France  had  cheated  us  when  they 
made  the  treaty  with  us,  b^ause  it  imposes  some  : 
hardships  now  she  is  at  war.   This  is  owing  to  a  ; 
CDtttingency  unforeseen  at  the  time  a(  making  the  < 
tietttyf  and,  if  wehadbeenhivdvedinwarnnt,  ' 
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■  it,  with  as  much  pn^riety,  wiAi  have  been  mM 
that  we  had  cheated  them.  Much  had  been  said 
on  the  propriety  of  permitting  trade  to  regulate 
itself.  He  approrea  of  the  position ;  but  whea 
restrictions  are  laid  on  one  side,  to  restore  the 
equilibrium  contnrr  restrictions  most  be  laid* 
We  have  no  reasonane  hope     a  repeal  of  thoae 
injurious  restrictions,  or  a  redress  of  crievanees 
from  Great  Britain.   At  a  time  whoi  these  were 
a  subject  of  negotiation,  she  has  let  loose  the  AJ- 
gerines  upon  us.   What,  thai,  are  we  to  expect 
as  the  issue  of  those  negotiations  ?   Would  an  in- 
dividual in  similar  circumstances  expect  an  ami- 
cable settlement  ?   In  the  existing  state  and  na- 
ture of  the  grievances  we  complun  of,  it  is  extra- 
vagance in  the  ratreme  to  expect  they  can  be 
settled  by  n^tiati<».  When  matters  are  doubt' 
ful,  recourse  is  had  to  amicable  settlement ;  bat  if 
a  man  stttbe  my  wife  ta  child.  Vill  I  call  on  him 
to  explain  himself?  No,  I  will  have  recourse  to 
my  power  over  him,  and  procure  satisiactioa. 
The  extent  and  nataire  of  the  iigaries  we  experi- 
ence put  all  tt^otiation  out  of  the  gaestion.  He 
dwelt  on  the  propriety  of  the  r^wtionL  as  the 
best  weapons  in  oar  power  to  obtain  satisfaction. 
He  then  took  notice  of  the  allusion  Mr.  Dexm 
had  made  to  the  body  politic,  comparing  it  witih 
the  natural  body,  and  contended  uuit  our  body 
politic,  cramped  by  British  trammels,  will  not  ac- 
quire the  strength  it  is  calculated  to  acquire  aa 
speedily  as  if  they  were  removed.   He  adverted 
to  the  unnatural  state  of  our  commerce  with  the 
British  West  Indies,  which,  though  dependent  on 
us  for  necessaries  give  us  uws,  and  say  we  shall 
not  carry  those  neeessariee  in  our  own  bottoms^ 
exMpt  when  they  are  in  fear  offuauM.  He  thmm 
went  into  a  comparatiTe  view  of  the  diility  of  tbe 
United  States  to  support  a  commercial  conflict 
with  Great  Britain,  and  Iwing  her  to  reascmaUe 
twms,  and  showed  how  sensiUy  a  diminution  in 
our  consumption  of  their  manuftcttires  wcMild 
affect  her,  and  excite  a  rivalship  here  and  in 
France,  to  afford  a  sufficient  supply.  The  distress 
we  should  occasion,  it  had  been  said,  would  induce 
Grait  Britain  to  go  to  vrar  with  us.   The  mis- 
chief would  spring  from  them,  from  their  obsti- 
nate adherence  to  the  measures  she  had  adopted 
to  our  injury.   Some  members  of  the  Committee 
had  insisted  that  the  resolutions  are  a  dishonora- 
ble mode  of  resisting,  and  a  mean  mode  of  malciBg 
an  attack,  tlwtis,  that  we  are  to  give  out  of  out 
own  hands  the  weapons  with  iriiich  we  can  fiAt, 
and  Udie  up  diose  which  we  cannot  widd.  lie 
concluded  with  some  observations  on  Ghreat  Bri- 
tain's preseiU  backwardness  to  make  a  treaty  of 
commerce  with  us ;  indeed,  he  wondered  how  we 
could  expect  a  treaty  Ax>m  a  natitm  that  trami^ed 
on  otir  prostrate  rights,  and  how  we  could  vriA 
one,  with  a  nation  which  persisted  in  not  exeent- 
iuR  some  of  the  most  important  pMnts  in  the  lasL 
Mr.  Datton  remarked,  that  the  injuries  we 
have  received  IVom  Great  Britain  had  been  painted 
in  very  strong  colors ;  and  when  a  remedy  u  pro- 
posed, it  turns  out  to  be  only  a  wt  of  reguUtionB 
OH  paper ;  the  insolence  of  Britain  is  contrasted 
with  Amerieas  wMkness.  If  wa  iwUy  Ikbv 
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mAtt  irm^  •omethii^  more  efftctual  than  the 
SMMum  prcposed  ahomd  be  contemidated ;  but 
fivst  it »  our  oatjr  to  endeaTor  to  obtain  redreraby 
pacific  m.«aiM,  and  before  irritating  raeasares  are 
adopted,  we  should  be  mil  asmred  that  redress 
has  been  refttsed. 

Mr.  Madison  saw  no  ground  to  hope  for  redress 
from  n^tiation ;  we  must  be  satisfied  that  that 
reaoorce  has  fiiiled.  He  could  not  see,  admitting 
we  are  injured,  that  we  are  bound,  by  honor  or 
pradence,  to  resent  the  injury  by  the  ^t  appeal 
to  arms.  It  is  best,  be  ccmeenred,  to  try  whether 
m  mora  nacifie  weapm  may  not  prare  even  more 
eflfectau.  We  can  make  use  of  wme  against 
Gnat  Britain  more  effectual  than  commercial 
iraipiHu;  ia  that  part  (their  commerce)  that 
eonntrr  is  most  vulnerable.  He  thooffht  this  the 
moat  eiigiUe  time  for  the  exereiae  of  those  means 
most  dearly  in  onr  power. 

Mr.  8hiub  read  a  passage  as  to  the  ueotiation 
WW  pending  between  the  GtoTemment  of  Ameri- 
ca and  that  of  England,  from  the  rolume  of  Papers 
ralatiTe  to  Britain  lately  printed  by  order  of  Con- 
gress. It  is  contained  in  a  Letter  dated  7th  of  Sep- 
tember last,  from  Mr.  Jefferson  to  Mr.  Pinckney, 
American  Minister  in  Ltrndfui,  and  u  in  these 
words: 

*■  The  Fteddent,  thenrfbie,  dedns  dut  yon  will  im- 
mrdistrljr  enter  into  expltnatioiu  on  this  saliject  with 
tte  Britub  Ooremment.  Lay  before  diem,  in  friendly 
and  temperate  lemis,  all.  die  demonitratioiu  of  the  in- 
jaiy  done  ns  by  this  act,  and  eodeaToi  to  obtain  a  revo- 
eraon  of  it,  and  full  indenknification  to  any  oitixent  of 
ftew  Slates  who  may  hare  sofilmd  by  it  hi  die  mean 
IBM.  Accompany  your  repreaentationa  widi  every  aa- 
amaaee  flf  onr  earnest  desire  to  live  on  term*  or  the  beat 
Mssidihip  and  harmony  widi  diem,  and  to  found  onr 
•Kpectationa  of  justice  on  thdr  part  on  a  strict  obaerr- 
aoes  of  it  Ml  ouis. 

It  is  with  concern,  however,  I  am  obliged  to  ob- 
aarre,  that,  ao  marked  has  been  tbe  inattention  of  the 
Bdtidi  Coiut  to  every  amplkation  which  has  been  made 
t»  tham  Ml  any  subject  \yj  dtia  Govemment,  (not  a  stu- 
(je  answer,  I  believe,  having  ever  been  pven  to  one  of 
Ihisii.  ozc^  in  the  act  of  exchanginc  a  Minister,)  that 
it  may  become  unavtridaUe,  in  certain  eases,  whrae  an 
aiwwer  of  some  ttai  is  neceaaaiy,  to  ctmrider  dieir  al- 
ienee as  an  answer.  Perhaps  thia  ia  their  intention  ; 
stiU,  howcTer,  desirous  oS  famishing  no  color  of  ofience, 
we  do  not  wish  yon  to  name  to  them  any  term  for  giv- 
ing an  answer.  Urge  one  as  much  as  yon  can  witlwut 
commitment,  and,  im  die  first  day  of  Deeembaff  be  so 
good  as  to  give  na  infonnation  of  the  state  in  irtitdi 
wis  matisr  iSidistitaugrbereeeiveddmingtheseBBion 
arOBngnsa." 

Bir.  S.  inferred  that  very  Utde  was  to  be  hoped 
ibr  of  that  nature. 

The  Committee  now  rose,  and  had  leare  to  sit 
again. 

Satvboat.  Jantury  25. 

GOMMEKCE  OF  THE  UNITED  BTATE8. 

Tlie  House  again  resolred  itself  into  a  Com- 
m^tee  of  the  Wh<d«  House  on  the  Report  of  the 
Baontery  tiS  Stale  on  the  privilages  and  leitrio 


[H.DrR. 


tions  on  the  commerce  the  United  States  in  fi»- 
reign  countries — 

Mr.  Clark  said,  the  time  of  the  Committee  had 
been  taken  up  for  seven  days  in  debating  this 
question,  and  yet  there  appeared  to  be  as  tittle 
prospect  of  bringing  it  to  a  decision  as  there  was 
at  the  b^inning.  He  believed  there  could  hardly 
be  mentioned  an  instance  of  any  public  body  pro* 
tracting  a  discussion  for  so  long  a  time,  for  what 
purpose  he  could  not  understand,  unless  it  was  the 
passion  of  members  to  see  their  speeches  published 
m  the  newspapers.  For  his  part,  he  seldom  made 
long  speeches,  nor  did  he  take  the  trooble  to  write 
them  for  the  newspapers  He  did  not  see  any 
Terr  material  adTantwe  that  the  bnsinesB  of  the 
puluic  received  from  this  waste  of  tiine,  and  he 
therefore  had  hoped  to  see  the  Committee  come 
to  an  issue  on  the  question.  His  hopes,  however, 
he  feared,  were  in  vain ;  for,  on  looking  around, 
he  could  perceive  that  several  members  were  geV 
ting  themselves  in  readiness  to  deliver  more  one 
speeches ;  and.  since  it  would  be  impossible  to 
prevent  them,  ne  would  not  at  present  waste  any 
more  of  their  time  by  making  a  speech  for  the 
printers ;  indeed,  they  generally  pubUsh  his  opin- 
ions very  erroneously  when  they  made  a  speech 
for  him.  Before  he  sat  down,  however,  be  re- 
marked that  most  of  the  members  had  made  up 
their  minds  how  to  vote  at  the  commencement  <» 
the  debate}  and,  therefore,  he  thought  Uie  waste 
of  time  was  the  m(«e  inexcusable,  as  he  was 
nearly  certain  that  no  proselytes  would  be  made 
either  on  the  one  side  or  the  other.  Under  these 
impressions,  he  would  sit  down  patiently,  and 
since  he  could  not  mend  the  matter,  he  would 
join  in  helping  to  pass  away  the  time  by  listei^ing 
to  some  of^those  gentlemen  who  seemed  so  impa- 
tient and  SAt  so  big  with  their  speeches  that  they 
would  burst,  he  feared,  should  he  stand  np  aajr 
longer  to  prevent  their  delivery. 

Mr.  HtLLBODSB,  in  replying  to  Mr.Ci.ABK,said| 
that  it  was  the  right  of  every  gentleman  to  assign 
the  reasons  for  his  public  couduct,  if  he  saw  pro- 
per. For  his  part,  he  did  not  wish  to  consume 
much  of  the  time  of  the  Committee.  He  was  not 
in  the  habit  of  making  long  speeciies,  and,  though 
he  could  not  chdai^  me  member  1^  up  with  ex- 
hausting the  patience  of  the  Hous^  yet  he  nerw 
failedmexercianga  right  which  be  now  appeared 
to  wish  to  deprire  others  of;  but,  notwitfa^anding 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman,  Mr.  H.  said  he- 
thought  it  his  duty  not  to  give  a  silent  vote  on  a 
subject  of  such  magnitude.  He  had  heard  with 
plusurej  and  had  been  much  insuucted  by  the 
observations  that  had  been  made,  and  wished  to 
hear  what  further  might  be  i»id  on  a  subject  that 
might  affect  the  most  important  interests  of  his 
country.  For  some  time  past  he  had,  from  his 
own  observation,  from  the  nigh  price  which  our 

g reduce  had  borne,  and  the  great  demand  there 
ad  been  for  it  in  the  markets,  from  the  pressing 
demand  for  seamen,  and  from  the  concurrent  tes- 
timony of  merchants  and  people  of  every  occupa- 
tion, been  led  to  believe  that  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States  was  in  a  moat  prosperous  trak. 
He  had  BO  reason  to  adspaet  hb  ofunioa  till  those 


Digitized  by 


910 


H.OFR.] 


Gmmeree  of  A«  IMtei  Stain. 


[Jardaht,  1794. 


resolatioiu  wen  Iwove^t  foirward.  They  mw 
prised  him  the  more  as  coroing  from  a  qourter  of 
the  conntry  from  which  he  least  expected  any 
thing  of  the  kind,  and  from  which,  only  two  ses- 
sions since,'  opposition  was  made  to  measures 
whieb  had  the  same  object  in  view,  so  far  as  re- 
spects the  eBconragement  of  navigation  and  ma- 
no&etares ;  because  it  was  said  t^t  such  encou- 
rafranent,  though  it  operated  to  the  advantage  of 
the  fiiastern^  was  a  direct  tax  on  the  Southern 
States.  This  made  him  less  aoUcUous,  at  that 
time,  to  mg^  measures  that  might  hATe  an  nn- 
equal  operation  tm  the  different  parts  ai  the  Union. 
What  great  event  has  tamed  up  siiice  to  woA 
this  extraordinary  change?  He  sufqposed  the 
gentleman  must  lure  fiacorered  some  great  im- 
positions and  embarrassments  oa  onr  trade,  which 
Lad  escaped  his  attention.  He  bad  therefore  lis- 
tencd  with  great  attention  to  hear  them  pointed 
out.  As  to  iheorie»i  thought  they  ought  not  to 
be  attempted,  but  in  extreme  cases,  unless  the  ob- 
ject was  important  and  its  attainment  certain. 
He  had  inquned  into  the  restrictions  laid  by  G^reat 
Britain  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
and.  fr<Hu  that  inquiry,  as  well  as  from  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  oi  mate,  he  found  that  the  same 
restrictions  are  laid  on  other  nations ;  that  there 
is  no  mariied  distinction  against  us;  but  that  the 
unUed  States  enjoyed  many  and  great  advanta- 
ges over  other  nations.  He  thoudt  it  unneces- 
sary to  go  into  a  particular  detail  M^oae  advanta- 
ges,  as  the  other  gentleman  had  already  done  it. 
Be  tlwrefore  was  cf  opinion  that,  to  adopt  the 
measure  now  under  eonsidemtion,  would  be  ha- 
zarding those  advantages  for  the  uncertain  chance 
of  obtaining  something  which  was  only  in  pro^ 
peet. 

A  gentleman  iVom  Vii^nia  [Mr.  Oilbb]  had 
mentioned  the  discriminating  favoritism  of  Britain 
to  other  neutral  Powers,  viz :  Denmark  and  Swe- 
den, which  was  the  only  instance  that  even  the 
ingenuity  of  that  gendeman,  so  sagacious  in  find- 
ing out  difficulties,  could  point  out  in  the  navigar 
tion  laws  or  commercial  regolatiom  of  Great  Bri- 
tliB,  in  which  any  discrimination  was  made  to 
tha  disadvantage  of  the  United  States  i  and  even 
that  is  not  one  of  which  we  can  eomidam.  Itwas 
a  regriation  adopted  in  oonaeqnenee  of  her  present 
situation,  as  being  in  a  state  of  war,  and  not  fiw 
commercial  punmses.  The  article  complained  oC 
i$ia  these  words: 

"ThsthihallbelnHUfa  die  eoauaaados  of  Ms 
Ha^ettfa  dups  of  war  and  privatens  that  have  or  nny 
have  tetters  of  mtrqae  against  France,  to  msm  ftllahipa, 
vritaterer  their  carffoea,  Aat  shall  be  found  attempt- 
iag  to  enter  my  biookaded  port,  and  to  nod  the  rame 
fm  coodemnation,  together  with  thotr  cargoes,  except 
tta  sh^  of  Deiimirk  and  Sweden,  irtudk  AaU  only  be 
pnventsd  from  caterinff  mi  the  first  attempt,  but,  on 
4e  aacookl,  ahafi  be  wnt  in  for  omdenmatiui  likewise." 

Tltis  artiale  needs  no  other  cmmoent  or  justifi- 
catiOB  tiwn  to  read  the  remark  of  the  Secretary 
c^StateL  in  his  Letter  to  the  British  Minister  on 
uus  sabwet : 

"  We  had  «eoj*c«iir*d,  but  did  not  bdbn  certainty 
taww, that  ihadisthirtiMiwhiA  tetactinaMka 


between  DtMsait  and  Sweden,  on  Ae  one  hand,  i 
the  United  States  on  the  other,  in  dw  cases  of 
bound  to  ports  blockaded,  was,  oa  the  pwnei|Ja  ex- 

Elained  1^  yoo,  that  it  was  yidied  to  those  coontnea 
J  treatr,  it  is  not  unfriendly  to  reAue  to  us,  heeaaat 
not  tfuHded  to  us  by  treaty.  I  shall  not  contest  the 
ri^  of  the  princ^Mh  as  a  tii^  to  ita  redjama^n^ 
eessari^  results  to  us." 

And  it  is  upon  this  ground  that  our  conduct  in 
admitting  French  privateers  and  prizes  into  one 
p<wts,  ana  ezclading  those  of  Great  Britain,  is  jne- 
tifiaUe.  then,  ue  advocates  for  the  resolatiooa 
cannot  find  oat  any  instaaee  in  which  Gfateat  At- 
tain has  made  discriminaticw  to  our  advantagi^ 
and  many  instances  are  shown  in  which  we  ea> 
joy  advantages  beyond  die  most  favored  natitio% 
can  we  complain  t 

The  United  States  have  not  a  sufficient  nwoabtt 
of  ships  to  become  the  carriers  of  her  own  pro^ 
dnce,  and  he  much  doubted  whether  the  time  was 
come  when  it  would  be  for  the  advantage  of  th« 
United  States  to  extend  their  navigattOD  so  &r  aa 
to  answer  that  purpose ;  and.  should  an  imprudeot 
adoption  of  these  resolutions' deprive  us  of  BrUish 
vessels,  oiu  produce  would  pensh  on  our  hands. 
Since  we  have  not  shinung  equal  to  the  oanria^ 
of  our  whole  exports,  we  can  surely  find  sufficioat 
employmut  for  those  we  have,  independem  of 
the  trade  to  the  British  West  India  Islands,  and, 
thotigh  it  would  be  a  desiraUe  thing  to  be  admit- 
ted into  that  trade,  yet  is  that  an  object  of  so  much 
importance  that  we  could  be  justified  In  hazarding 
the  most  important  interests  of  otif  country  to  ob- 
tain it  ?  If  the  advancement  of  our  navigatiuk 
and  manufactures  i»  the  real  object,  why  adopt 
the  discriminating  quality  ?  Is  it  not  puttina  us 
in  the  power  of  other  nations,  ukd  ginng  thoa 
great  ulvanlage^  without  an  equivalent  1 

Since  it  is  admitted  that  we  do  not  enjoy  any 
speeial  advantage  from  any  commercial  treaty  we 
now  have,  it  is  my  (pinion  that,  if  any  regulaiiona 
are  adopted,  they  ought  to  he  general.  If  wy  na- 
tion wishes  for  an  exemption,  and  will  give  us  an 
equivalent,  we  can  secure  it  to  them  oy  treaty. 
If  we  secure  to  them  the  exemption  by  law,  they 
will  be  under  no  inducement  to  gpRuctt  it  as  au 
equivalent  France,  whose  interest  is  intended  to 
he  advanced,  has  never  come  forward  and  requesii- 
ed  such  a  discrimination.  Why,  then,  should  we 
do  it  unsolicited  1  Ought  we  to  return  the  late 
generous  and  friendly  conduct  of  Portugal  by  ex- 
tending the  discrimination  to  that  nation  1  The 
geutieman  who  brought  forward  the  resolution* 
seemed  to  be  sensible  of  the  impropriety  of  suoh 
a  measure,  and  therefore  proposed  to  draw  a  line 
which  should  exclude  that  Kingdom.  This  would 
point  the  resolutions  so  directly  against  Great  Bri- 
tain that  it  would  be  much  better  to  come  out  in 
an  open  and  ntanly  way,  and  call  her  by  nam^ 
than  to  do  it  in  this  indirect  mode. 

He  closed  his  remarks  on  this  part  of  his  argu- 
ment by  saying  that  it  was  a  question  that  admit- 
ted a(  some  doubt  whether  the  cenmerce  of  the 
United  Statea  was  not  at  mesmt  in  as  itfospaioas 
a  situation  as  was  for  the  uteittit  of  the  conMry; 
and  whedwr  it  would  be  for  the  ganend  widftiik 


Digitized  by 


3tf 


HIStORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Jan  DABT,  1794.] 


Commerce  of  the  VhUed  States. 


ftt.  ofR, 


to  give  it  a  greater  stimulus  than  it  now  had,  so 
as  to  dirert  the  young:  men  and  fanners'  sons  from 
other  occupations,  a^  especially  that  of  agricul- 
ture, and  by  that  means,  under  the  pretence  <^  en- 
eooiaging  uaTigation,  todoa  realii^ury  to  America? 

He  said  hewoola  now  bestow  a  few  obseiTa- 
tions  on  the  politicid  conudcratious  which  are 
nraed  to  induce  the  adon^on  of  these  resolntions ; 
aim  a  gentleman  from  Yirgiaia  [Mr.  Giles]  has 
told  us  that  three-quarters  of  his  arguments  and 
inducements  for  adopting  them  are  derired  from 
that  quarter.  Say  the  gentlemen,  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  has  jiever  been  complied  with  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain.  They  excited  a  savage  war  on 
onr  frontiers  and  Algeiine  depredations  on  our 
commerce. 

These  are  serious  evils,  that  readily  address 
themselves  to  our  {tassions,  and  any  attempts  to 
palliate  or  lessen  their  influence  could  not,  he  was 
sensible,  meet  with  a  very  favorable  reception. 
When  we  are,  however,  called  u^n  to  deliberate 
apon  great  national  concerns,  which  involve  both 
the  honor  and  most  impwtant  interests  of  our 
country,  we  otight  to  enmine  with  the  cool,  de- 
liberate eyeof  a  judee,and  not  under  the  influence 
of  passion.  That  (ireat  Britain  has  violated  the 
treatr,  does  not  admit  a  doubt^  and  that  she  was 
also  uie  first  to  violate;  but,  if  we  look  at  home, 
shall  we  not  have  the  candor  to  own  that  we  have 
also  violated  that  treaty  7  Do  not  some  of  the 
public  officers  admit  that  we  hare?  There  are 
mutual  comjilaints,  and  the  Executive  has  put 
them  in  a  train  of  negotiation ;  and,  as  the  various 
acts  of  the  State  Legislatures,  by  the  adop- 
tion of  this  Oovemment^  has  opened  the  Federal 
Courts  in  an  honorable  manner  to  the  claims  of 
British  subjects,  theprincipel  ground  of  complaint 

rout  the  United  States  has  been  removed.  And 
able  and  masterly  manner  in  which  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  has  arranged  and  brought  up  the 
matter,  he  flattered  himself,  would  satisfy  the 
Coulrt  of  Great  Britain,  and  induce  a  fuU  compli- 
ance with  the  treaty  on  their  part,  he  thought 
the  matter  was  reduced  to  such  a  situation  that 
she  could  not  withholdher  coimilianoe.  A  letter 
has  been  sent  to  the  British  Court,  trough  her 
Minister,  on  the  subject,  to  which  no  answer  has 
yet  been  received ;  and  one  gentleman  has  gone 
8o  &r  as  to  call  the  delay  a  fresh  insult.  He 
thoiitfht  that  candor  required  that  we  dbould  ad- 
mit that  the  reason  they  had  given  for  this  delay 
had  some  weii^t.  Have  not  we  ourselves  con- 
sidered Great  Britain  as  b&ing  in  a  very  critical 
atoation  1  Has  not  that,  in  lact,  been  the  case  7 
Ibve  they  not  considered  the  Government  itself 
as  being  In  danger  1  If  a  man's  house  was  oo  fire, 
was  it  to  be  supposed  that  his  attention  could  be 
engaged  in  regulating  the  mere  umny)ortaat  con- 
cerns of  his  family  1  Surely  no  candid  man  will 
say  that  the  Grovemment  of  Great  Britain  is  very 
crmiinal  for  havinjif  delayed  an  answer  to  those 
re|weseotatioiis  which  have  been  forwarded  from 
this  country.  It  could  not  be  expected  that  they 
would  instantly  lay  aside  all  their  neat  natioma 
emtcems  to  decide  upon  them.  It  does  not  seem 
to  har^  been  expected  by  the  ESxecative. 


He  noticed  in  the  President's  instructions  to 
Mr.  Pinckney,  he  was  directed  not  to  commit  him- 
self by  ill-timed  or  too  ardent  demands.  He  was 
to  urge  an  answer  as  much  as  possible,  without 
ccnnmitmeQt,  and,  on  the  first  day  of  December, 
to  give  information  of  the  state  in  which  the  mat- 
ter was.  The  time  in  which  we  might  expect  an 
answer  has  not  yet  arrived.  We  ought  to  wait  a 
reasonable  time.  If  the  answer  should  be  unfa' 
vorable,  and  all  hopes  of  success  from  negotiation 
should  fail,  and  there  should  be  no  prospect  of  a 
compliance  with  the  treaty  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  it  will  then  be  time  enough  to  bring  the  ' 
subject  under  consideration.  He  wished  to  Lave  : 
it  fairly  brought  up,  unconnected  with  any  other 
matter,  and  such  measures  adopted  as  should  be 
judged  best  upon  mature  deliberation,  and  after 
deeply  weighing  every  circumstance.  At  present 
the  subject  appeared  to  him  to  be  prematnrdy 
brought  forward. 

The  Indian  war  is  also  charged  upon  Great 
Britain,  and  that  is  urged  as  a  reason  for  adopting 
these  resolntitms.  Has  any  member  producea 
any  evidence?  axe  we  possessed  of  any  proof  to 
support  this  charge?  It  is  an  important  princi^e 
of  a  free  Government  that  no  man  shall  be  con- 
demned unheard.  ^  If  we  admit  this  principle  in 
regard  to  an  individual,  why  not  allow  it  to  a  nar 
tion  1  Have  we  ever  charged  Great  Britain  aa 
being  the  instigator  of  those  injuries  we  have  ex- 
perienced from  the  depredations  committed  on  the 
inhabitants  of  our  Western  frontiers  by  the  sava^ 
ges?  It  has  been  supposed  by  some  that  a  part  at 
least  was  chargeable  upon  our  own  inhabitants  on 
the  frontiers.  Shall  we,  without  having  remon- 
strated, wage  war  with  Great  Britain  T  Surety 
we  ought  to  demand  satisfaction  before  we  attempt 
to  retaliate  or  make  reprisals. 

The  Algerine  war  (he  said)  was  another  grotud 
of  complaut  against  Great  Britain.  It  is  said  to 
have  been  brought  about  by  her  art^ees.  He 
was  aware  (he  said)  it  would  be  tmpopolar  to  di- 
vert the  resentment  that  had  been  excited  on  this 
account }  but  his  situation  made  it  his  duty  to  ex- 
amine the  subject,  which  he  had  done,  and  could 
discover  nothing  in  the  conduct  of  Glreat  Britain 
in  this  business  which  was  inconsistent  with  the 
Law  of  Nations ;  and,  altiiougb  the  United  States 
may  feel  a  present  smart,  yet  we  ought  not  to  let 
onr  momentary  feelings  lead  us  to  a  decision  which 
may  be  attended  with  serious  consequences.  Great 
Britain  is,  and  for  a  long  time  has  been,  in  close 
alliance  and  friendship  with  PortuMl  and  Hol- 
land. They  are  in  some  measure  aependent  on 
her.  They  are  now  combined  in  one  common 
cause  against  France.  Great  Britain,  Uiereforei 
in  making  a  truce  wiUi  the  Algwine^  for  Portu- 
gal and  Hcdland,  has  done  no  more  than  to  set  her 
allies  free  from  the  depredations  of  pirates,  in  or- 
der that  the  whole  force  of  those  nations  might 
be  in  a  better  situation  to  be  called  into  action,  if 
necessary,  against  their  common  enemy.  Were 
either  at  these  nations  imder  any  oUigation  to 
block  up  the  Algerines  for  ubI  It  is  true,  we  suf- 
fer by  it,  but  luve  we  any  right  to  complain  ? 
There  is  no  evidence  that  Cheat  Britain  was  in- 
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flaenced  by  motives  hostile  to  us ;  other  reasons 
can  be  assifned  for  her  conduct ;  and  shall  we, 
without  pretty  strong  evidence,  adopt  measures 
by  way  of  retaliation,  and  that,  too,  before  we 
hare  called  on  Oreat  Britaiu  fbr  an  explanatira 
of  her  conduct?  When  the  Repfettntatives  of 
the  People  of  the  United  States  are  ealled  upon 
10  decide  a  question  (rf*  such  importance  to  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  this  country,  they  ought  to 
diTest  themselves  of  all  resentful  feelings  j  and, 
eren  supposing  Oreat  Britain  has  violated  the 
treaty,  and  done  us  all  the  injuries  complained  of, 
ooglrt  we  not  to  exercise  moderation,  and  begin 
by  remonstrating?  Then,  if  she  would  not  do  us 
justice,  and  redress  our  wrongs,  he  would  be  as 
ready  as  any  member  to  vindicate  the  honor  of 
his  country,  but  was  not  for  precipitating  mea- 
sures in  sucn  a  manner  as  would  w  condemned 
by  the  impartial  world. 

Another  complaint  has  been  stated,  respecting 
the  depredations  committed  on  our  commerce  by 
British  {ffivateers.  It  is  doubtless  true  that  those 
excesses  had  been  carried  to  great  lengths.  It  was 
■lao  in  evidence  that  some  of  the  British  Courts 
of  kw  had  ofiered  redress,  and  given  ample  da- 
mages. Perhaps  other  instances  may  be  attended 
with  like  success ;  but,  on  this  head,  as  well  as  Uie 
former  items  of  complaint,  there  had  been  no  pro- 

g:r  demand  made  by  the  Executive  of  the  Umted 
tales,  and  there  had  not  yet  been  time  for  hs 
reasonably  to  expect  either  an  answer  or  satisfac- 
tion.  Pnvateermg  (he  said)  was  a  sort  of  piracy, 
and  he  wished  it  was  abolished  in  all  wars  among 
civilized  nations ;  but,  as  long  as  it  is  permitted, 
neutral  Powers  must  expect  to  suffer  more  or  less 
inconvenience  and  injury.  There  have  been  de- 
[Hredations  committea  by  the  subjects  of  every  na- 
tioHj  on  particular  occasions,  tmit  could  not  be 
jnstifled,  and  which  it  was  not  in  their  power  to 
restrain.  France,  as  welt  as  Chreat  Britain,  may 
be  charged  with  like  injuries ;  and  the  United 
States  would  not  be  exempted  from  such  a  charge. 
Our  privateers  frequently  did  the  same  thing, 
when  we  were  in  a  state  of  war.  Indeed,  we 
have  found  it  difficult,  in  all  instances,  to  restrain 
even  otu  frontier  inhatrituits  from  committing  de- 
iwedations  upon  the  Indians;  and  yet  we  have  not 
been  disposed  to  have  those  excesses  charged  npcm 
the  United  States. 

Our  flour  trade  to  France  is  also  interrupted. 
This  (he  said)  he  believed  to  be  in  violation  of 
the  Law  of  Nations.  But  what  can  we  do  when 
so  many  of  the  Powers  of  Euro^  are  combined 
in  this  measure  ?  If  we  should  judge  it  prudent 
to  seek  redress,  ought  we  not  to  follow  the  .exam- 
|te  sM  08  more  than  a  emtury  a^  by  Denmark 
and  Sweden,  quoted  for  our  inutation  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Chus,]  which  was, 
as  will  be  found  in  the  first  arUcle  of  their  Con- 
TMition.  to  send  a  spirited  lemwstiance,  and,  if 
that  did  not  answer  the  purpose,  then  it  wcndd  be 
time  enotigh  to  take  other  measures  to  do  our- 
selves justice.  He  expressed  it  as  his  decided 
opinion,  that  better  measures  might  be  adopted 
for  obtaintng  redress  than  were  contained  in  the 
resolutions  on  the  table. 
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We  will  now  consider  what  is  to  be  the  opera- 
tion of  these  proposed  measures,  and  if  there  is 
not  a  great  degree  of  probability,  and,  indeed,  al- 
most a  certainty,  that  they  will  produce  the  effect 
that  is  intended,  they  ouj^t  not  to  be  adopted? 
It  is  sDi^waed  they  wifl  operate  in  three  ways 
upon  Gneat  Britainr^fiist,  by  lessening  our  im> 
ports  from  Great  Britain,  and,  by  tlut  means, 
throwing  her  manufacturers  out  of  employ ;  se- 
condly, by  withhdding  our  exports,  and  thereby 
starvmg  her  into  a  compliance ;  and,  thirdly,  by 
injuring  her  navigation. 

As  to  the  firs^  this,  above  all  others,  was  the 
most  improper  time  for  attempting  a  thhig  of  the 
kind.  Properly  timing  public  measures  was  of 
great  importance  towards  insuring  success.  It 
was  not  from  the  manufacturers,  out  the  mer- 
chants, that  we  received  our  supplies  in  the  first 
instance.  It  was  a  thing  of  no  miportance  to  the 
manufacturer  whether  the  manufactures  were  im- 

Krted  into  this  country,  or  whether  they  were 
ried  in  the  ocean,  or  whether  they  were  sent  to 
other  nations. 

As  to  our  obtaining  suites  from  Prance,  there 
was  no  probability  of  that  They  have  prcAibited 
the  exportatim  of  their  wooDen  cloths,  to  enable 
them  to  sui^r  their  domestic  wants  during  the 
present  war.  All  we  could  expect  from  them  is 
silks,  ribbands,  Sus.,  which  are  by  no  means  neces- 
sary to  the  United  States.  It  is,  therefore,  alto- 
eetner  likely  the  British  manufactures  would  still 
find  their  way  into  this  country  by  a  circuitous 
route ;  but,  should  this  not  be  the  case,  would  not 
the  British  merchants  be  able  to  find  other  mar- 
kets at  this  time  equal  to  our  consumption? 

The  present  convulsed  state  of  France,  and  war 
in  Europe,  has  taken  off  a  multitude  of  hands  from 
every  occupation,  and  has  destroyed  many  flour- 
ishing manufactories,  which  will,  for  the  wesen^ 
open  a  door  for  themannfhctures  of  QreatBritain. 
And  even  France  will  not  hedtate  to  use  such  as 
she  wants,  if  she  cannot  oUaetwisi  get  a  supidy, 
as  the  people  of  the  United  States  did  during  their 
Revolution,  who  went  so  far,  in  some  instances, 
as  to  smuggle  them  in,  in  violation  of  the  law; 
and  there  were  some  instances  in  wliich  they 
were  obtained  for  the  use  of  the  Army  from  with- 
in the  British  lines  at  New  Ycolt  unoer  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Qovemment. 

Qermany,  Spain,  Holland,  and  other  Powers  at 
war.  will  euso  afford  a  market  for  British  goods ; 
so  tnat  they  will  not  be  at  a  loss  for  a  market,  nor 
will  their  manufacturers  be  either  starved  or  ma- 
terially injured,  and  would  have  no  other  effect 
than  to  turn  their  trade  into  another  channel.  If 
the  rescdutions  are  to  have  their  intended  effect  in 
this  way,  they  must  much  lessen,  if  not  wholly 
prevent,  the  importation  of  British  manu&ctures. 
It  would,  therefore,  be  much  prefinrable  at  once  to 
adopt  a  nonimportation  agreement.  Here  he 
adied  if  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Government 
to  carry  such  measures  into  execution  t 

The  experience  of  1774  ought  to  prevent  pur 
hastily  adopting  measures  that  might  for  a  time 
stagnate,  ir  not  wholly  interrupt  our  trade.  When 
our  grain  could  not  be  exported,  the  consequence 
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vooid  be,  it  would  bear  a  very  low  price,  and  the 
ftrmers  would  be  left  a  prey  to  domestic  specular 
tion  of  those  who  mieht  expect  such  measures 
could  not  last  long.  If  we  were  to  commeuce  the 
conflict  which  the  adoption  of  these  resolutions 
would  most  probably  bring  on,  he  was  apprehen- 
sire  we  should  fall  in  the  coofllet,  and  it  would 
end  to  our  disadvantage. 

It  is  said  our  exports  are  the  necessaries  of  life, 
mni  our  imports  are  the  superfluities,  and,  there- 
ibn,  we  can  dictate  our  own  terms,  and  Chreat 
Britain  viU  be  fweed  into  a  comidunce.  One 
ceoileman  frtmi  Vt^inia  [Mr.  Moobe]  grounded 
ms  whole  argument  on  tbis  supposition,  which  he 
finds  to  be  faUacious.  The  opinion  Mr.  H.  has  of 
the  candor  of  that  gentleman  mduced  him  to  hope 
hewouldgire  a  Afferent  rote.  With  regard  to 
our  exports  beiitt  so  necessary  to  the  existence  of 
Great  Britain,  (he  obserred,)  that  she  exported 
flour,  salted  provisions,  and  almost  every  other 
article  of  food  dut  we  did ;  and  it  will  not  be  pre- 
tended that  tobacco  was  a  nacessary  of  life.  He 
bad  never  found  it  so,  never  having  made  any  use 
of  it.  He  viewed  it  as  a  luxury. 

Our  timber  and  naval  stores  are  carried  to  Great 
Britain  under  protecting  duties.  These  articles 
could  be  supplied  from  Sweden  and  Russia.  Our 
rice  was  used  as  a  hixury :  our  pot  and  pearl  ashes 
would  alM  be  had  from  omn  markets.  In  short, 
there  did  not  ^^ear  to  be  one  artide  of  our  ex- 
ports that  appuied  to  be  so  much  of  a  necessary 
o(  life  to  them  as  their  manufactures,  especially^ 
theit  coarser  woollens,  were  to  us  in  our  cold  cli- 
mate. To  the  Northward  thej  were  absolutely  a 
necessary  of  life.  We  were  m  as  much  danger 
of  perishing  with  cold  as  with  hunger ;  and  we 
can  do  as  well  without  food  as  without  raiment. 
We  manufactured  all  our  wool,  but  that  fell  very 
short  of  aflbrdiog  a  supply. 

He  would  not  admit  that  the  West  India  pos- 
sessions of  Great  Britain  were  wholly  depeadent 
on  us  for  a  supply  of  flour.  If  we  withheld  that 
article,  they  will  get  a  supply  from  some  other 
quarter.  They  did  get  a  supply  during  our  war ; 
and,  if  our  flour  should  become  necessary  for  their 
existence,  it  would  find  its  way  there  by  a  eit- 
eniloQs  route.  We  should  be  obliged  to  sell  to 
some  other  nation,  to  whom  they  could  go  for  it, 
and  it  would  not  be  in  our  power  to  prevent  it 

It  is  said  we  can  injure  the  navigation  of  Great 
Bri^n.  Is  it  not  more  efi'ectually  in  her  power 
to  iignre  oi;irs  ?  Suppose  she  was  to  do  no  more 
thu  we  alreadyhave — that  is,  to  put  agreater  ton- 
nage on  our  vessels  entering  her  ports  than  she 
does  upon  her  own — should  we  not  be  the  suffer- 
ers? Our  exports  being  vastly  more  bulky  than  our 
impOTts,  consequently  much  more  shipping  is  ne- 
cessary to  carry  them  to  market.  The  fact  is,  we 
derive  mutual  advantages  from  the  intercourse, 
and  it  would  be  impolitic  to  do  anything  that 
should  cut  off  or  suddenly  make  any  great  change 
in  the  course  of  trade  between  the  two  countries. 
Great  chaoges  in  our  laws  or  commercial  systems 
ooght  not  to  be  adopted  but  in  eases  of  apparent 
and  veiT  uivent  necessity. 

The  nieiuUr  dispositiim  wbich  dw  French  na- 


tion have  manifested  towards  the  United  StateiL 
and  their  offer  to  enter  into  a  more  intimate  and 
close  connexion,  and  to  put  our  trade  upon  a  more 
beneficial  footing,  has  been  urged  as  a  reason  why 
we  should  adopt  resolutions  that  will  favor  Xae 
commerce  and  trade  of  France.  On  this  account, 
he  felt  himself  impelled,  however  painful  might 
be  the  task,  to  take  some  notice  oi  the  political 
situation  and  proceedings  of  that  nation,  lie  had 
admired  the  fervor  of  Uie  French  nation.  They 
had  engaged  in  a  i^oriotls  cause— the  cause  « 
Liberty— a  cause  to  which  he  became  an  early 
votary  J  a  cause  in  which  he  had  risked  his  Ufi^ 
and  would  most  c^eerftally  do  it  again,  if  ne- 
cessary. He  most  sinceri^  wi^ed  Intance  might 
succeed  in  establishing  a  Jrte  and  happy  Gorem- 
ment ;  but  he  could  not  approve  of  some  of  the 
measures  they  were  pursumg  to  obtain  this  end. 
Justice,  humanity,  forbid  that  we  should  approve 
of  their  leading  to  the  block,  in  some  instances, 
and,  in  others,  disgracing,  some  of  their  best  men, 
who  stood  foremost  in  me  most  perilous  times — 
npt  for  taking  op  arms  against  their  country — not 
for  a  breach  of  duty,  or  betraying  the  cause  in 
which  they  had  embarked— but  merely  for  differ- 
ing in  opinion  from  others  as  to  the  means  of  ac- 
complisQing  the  same  object ;  an  opinion  which 
their  duty  to  their  country  and  constitnenta  re- 
quired them  to  advance  and  support.  Are  we  to 
justify  that  conduct,  which  has  brought  to  an  itmo- 
minious  death  those  patriots  who  have  drawn  tueir 
swords  in  defence  of  Liberty,  and  have  upon  the 
high  places  of  the  field  succosfuUy  fought  her  bat- 
desi  Surely  not.  Many  other  exceptionaUe 
measures  might  be  pointed  out,  but  he  would  pro- 
ceed no  further.  He  equally  disapproved  (he  said) 
of  the  Combined  Powers  interfering  in  the  inter- 
nal affairs  of  France.  Is  it  a  proper  time  when 
things  are  in  such  an  unnatural  convulsed  state  to 
think  of  sittiuK  down  and  forming  commercial 
treaties  or  rej^uations  with  this  nation  1  He  dis- 
approved of  me  idea  of  forming  a  closer  alliance 
than  already  existed  with  a  people  who  had  so 
far  transgressed  the  bounds  of  ntmianity ,  and  more 
especially  wiUi  tiiiose  who  had  the  power  and  took 
the  lead  in  thoae  measures.  This,  of  all  others,is 
not  the  time  in  which  we  ought  to  wish  to  ^ter 
either  our  commerced  or  political  connexion  with 
France,  or  indeed  with  any  of  the  European  na- 
tions. For  this  reason,  it  was  eqmlly  imprudent 
and  impolitic  to  embark  in  a  commercial  conflict 
with  Great  Britain.  Our  situation  being  detached 
from  the  European  nations,  we  ought  to  avoid  as 
much  as  possiue  all  connexion  with  their  politics 
or  wars.  Our  own  country  oo^t  to  be  the  pecu- 
liar object  of  our  attention,  and  his  opposition  to 
the  resolutions  on  the  table  was  grounded  entirely 
on  the  regard  which  he  had  for  what  he  supposed 
and  believed  to  be  the  true  interest  of  bis  country. 

Mr.  Clark  felt  himself  under  the  necessity  of 
expressing  a  few  words  at  this  stage  of  tiie  sub- 
ject. He  mentioned  somethinug  of  the  influence 
that  had  been  dreaded  oh  our  rands.  But  he  was 
clear  as  to  the  evidence  that  Great  Britain  had 
kept  our  Western  posts,  that  she  had  taken  oar 
vessels  at  sea,  and  that  she  was  the  cause  of  setting 
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loose  the  Algerines,  Ac.  The  expectation  of  anf 
iavorable  issue,  from  Degotiating  with  Britaio,  he 
believed,  was  fallacious }  and  the  adoption  of  Mr. 
Madibon*8  resolutions  would  be  severely  felt  by 
them,  although  they  would  be  harmless  to  us. 
Some  further  duties  onaht  to  be  laid  on  such  arti- 
cles as  they  can  be  added  on  j  and  this  majr  be 
done  without  either  injuring  our  funds  or  diminiBh- 
ingthe  revenue. 

Three  years  ago,  we  were  told  of  a  commercial 
treaty,  but  just  as  Congress  were  rising,  we  were 
informed  in  a  Report  uom  the  Secretary  of  State, 
that  it  was  all  at  an  end.  The  change  of  sentiments 
in  the  gentlemen  from  the  Bastward  was,  to  him, 
curious.  Ftnmerly  they  had  declared  that  if  the 
Souths  members  would  agree,  we  would  get 
our  commerce  imder  proper  regulations ;  but  now, 
when  Southern  gentlemen  are  willing,  the  opinions 
of  the  others  are  quite  the  reverse. 

It  has  been  argued  that  Britain  had  only  acted 
towards  the  Algerines,  as  a  nation  in  support  of 
its  own  interest.  Granted.  So  have  we  a  right 
to  take  measures  that  will  secure  our  trade ;  nei- 
ther do  we  run  any  risk  by  it,  and  it  is  more  a 
political  than  a  commercial  Question,  ^ter  all,  that 
has  been  said  about  it.  The  idea  v(  remonstrating 
or  negotiating  with  Britain,  he  viewed  as  the  most 
likely  to  produce  a  war  about  the  recovery  of  the 
Western  posts ;  which  he  did  not  think  worth  re- 
deemiOK  with  the  blood  of  our  citizens.  He  be- 
litred  that  it  was  the  duty  of  members  to  atftee  to 
the  resolutions  proposed,  and  to  increase  the  du- 
ties on  several  im^rts,  especially  as  it  aught  easily 
be  done,  without  impairing  the  revalue. 

Mr.  OiuBBT,  from  New  York,  rose  with  diffi- 
.dence,  be  said^  to  discharge  the  dut^  owed  to  his 
constituents,  by  expressing  his  sentiments  on  this 
important  questicm,  although  he  would  not  profess 
to  deliver  anything  new.  lie  had  heard  all  the 
arguments  for  and  a^inst  the  resolutions.  He 
had  listened  to  philippics,  and  encomiums,  in  re- 
gard to  England  and  FraAce,  in  which  both  pas- 
sion and  revenge  were  too  conspicuous,  and  in  his 
opinion  quite  mcompatible  with  that  degree  of 
cool  deliberation  which  the  merits  of  the  subject 
demanded. 

If  be  nuderstood  them  rightly,  those  resolutions 
I  were  intended  to  produce  a  great  alteration  in  the 
.aflairs  of  this  country:  such  a  transition  he  feared 
would  not  produce  any  adva&tues.    In  some 
.  cases  an^  clumge  may  rarodnce  a  Mtter  condition, 
.  and  if  this  chaise  was  likely  to  produce  die  same 
effect,  he  would  not  refuse  it  his  support.  But, 
will  the  altezation  now  proposed  better  the  com- 
mercial condition  of  the  United  States?  He 
ieared  it  would  have  a  contrary  effect ;  and  at  this 
time  of  general  prosperity,  he  asked,  whence  arises 
the  necessity  for  such  a  transition  ?   Such  a  pro- 
jKHttion,  therefore,  as  is  contained  in  fhe  resolu- 
tions ought  to  be  consider^  again  and  again  hefore 
it  be  adopted,  uoder  the  proqierotts  situation  of  the 
United  States. 
We  had  much  foith  in  the  maxim  of  leaving 
.  commerce  and  agriculture  to  regulate  themselves. 
It  was  a  maxim  admitted  in  all  ages,  v^d  even  by 
tlie  . gentleman  wlio  introduced  the'  resolutions. 


There  nuy  posabtr  be  exceptions  to  this  maxim, 
which  would  establish  another  maxim  equwy 
good,  and  if  the  proposed  system  was  founded  on 
such  exceptions,  he  would  agree  to  it.  But  he, 
believed'that  the  discrimination  intended,  was  not 
founded  on  the  exceptions  to  those  maxims.  When 
it  becomes  necessary  to  discriminate^  let  it  be  done 
in  favor  of  ourselves. 

We  are  told  that  the  great  object  of  this  GoTem- 
ment  is,  to  regulate  our  commerce  by  a  proper 
system  of  discrimination.  But  the  turn  of  Euro- 
pean afiairs  may  terminate  in  faror  of  that  nation, 
against  which  this  discrimination  is  directed.  We 
are  likewise  told  of  the  balance  of  txade  being 
against  us  with  Britain.  He  doubted,  however, 
the  rules  on  which  tlie  cakulation  had  been  made, 
and  believed,  that  some  of  those  rules  ought  to  be 
exploded ;  for,  in  order  to  calculate  the  balance 
our  trade,  we  ought  to  take  all  the  world  into  the 
account,  SiMiin,  Holland,  &c.  For  his  part,  frma 
all  that  he  could  collect,  hb  judgment  led  htm 
resist  the  proposed  system. 

But]  in  the  course  of  the  debates,  another  com* 
plexion  had  been  put  upon  commerce,  than  he  had 
expected.  She  liad  been  represented  as  a  wdf 
and  a  lion ;  war  and  revenge  were  her  attendants, 
and  you  must  ^ht.  You  go  to  battle^  to  conquest, 
to  fight  and  retire.  Again,  under  this  shape,  the 
resolutions  are  contrary  to  his  opinion.  It  would 
be  better  to  enter  into  a  formal  declaration  <^  war 
against  Britain  and  the  Algerine^  dec,  wlieran 
we  might  chaise  Britain  wim  having  conducted 
hoselitowards  us  with  the  greatest  enmity*  Yet, 
are  the  facts  to  prove  this  unequivocal?  no  satis- 
factory evidence  has  been  offered  to  prove,  that 
the  truce  between  Algiers  and  Portugal  was  effect- 
ed  by  the  British  Cabinet;  but  they  wanted  to 
have  the  whole  force  of  Portugal  thrown  into  the 
scale  of  the  combined  Powers,  and  therefore  tUey 
made  a  six  months  or  some  other  term  of  a  truce, 
for  Portugal,  in  order  to  prevent  their  navy  from 
being  diverted  frwn  Uie  main  object  of  operating 
against  France. 

But,  can  this  be  taken  as  a  declaration  of  war 
against  America?  He  concluded,  by  declaring 
his  opinion,  that  Mi.  MxniBOM'a  propositions  were 
inadequate  to  the  intentions  of. the  mover;  and, if 
adopted,  he  fearied,  would  prove  ruinous  to  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  FiMDUT  said,  that  the  new  matter  which 
had  been  introduced,  and  the  change  of  aspect, 
under  which  the  subject  nowHppeued,  induced 
him  to  rise  once  more.  He  was  pleased  to  find 
that  the  resolutions  were  token  up  on  new  princi- 
ples. The  opposition  now  comes  from  a  quarter 
where  navigation  was  formerly  a  favorite  c^ject 
and  when  the  fishery  bill  was  to  be  the  foundatipn  of 
our  commercial  prosperty.by  beinganur^ry  for 
seamen,  <fcc.  But  at  this  day  we  are  told  not  to 
meddle  with  navigation,  lest  by  giving  too  much 
encouragement  to  it,  we  may  divert  tne  labor  of 
our  young  men  from  agriculture !  I  confess,  said 
he,  tnai  I  don't  know  on  what  ground  this  great 
change  has  been  effected^  because,  if  the  encou- 
ragement of  our  navi^;ation  and  commerce  was  a 
desirable:  olyect  then,  it  mu^t  be  evident,  that  it  u 
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more  necessary  bow,  Tnhe»  our  commerce  is  suf- 
fering. 

Bt  said  it  was  a  natUNial  question,  and  all  tocat 
interest  ong^t  to  gire  place  to  it.  He  could  not 
separate  a  commercial  from  a  poifitical  question  in 
the  present  case,  for  they  seemed  as  much  con- 
nected, as  light  and  heat,  and  were  as  essential  to 
each  other.  ETerrthing  that  concerns  the  nation- 
al welfare,  is  a  {Kuitical  question,  nor  could  he 
take  up  the  subject  in  any  other  view.  It  is  al- 
leged »iat  a  commercial  treaty  is  improper,  be- 
cause we  are  a  growing  people ;  and  having  to  deal 
with  a  people  who  already  nave  commercial  trea- 
ties. But  some  measures  must  be  adopted.  He 
was  opposed  to  fleets  and  armies,  yet,  if  we  were 
amongst,  and  eomieeted  with  the  cotmtries  of  Eu- 
rope, vemiild  >h4  fiUund  ttk  ban  iboth. 

A  aentieman  from  new  Jersey  had  intimated 
iLmt  the  United  States  had  refused  to  comply  with 
the  treaty  on  their  part.  He  wished  the  circum- 
atance  might  not  be  hid,  If  it  is  so,  let  it  be  spoken 
out.  He  could  not,  however,  subscribe  to  this 
aeaevtion,  for  we  haTOTindicated  our  honor  by  the 
proceedings  in  our  Courts  of  Law,ao  that  we  can- 
not be  chuged  with  anyppenbreaeh  of  ihe  treaty, 
unless  by  implication. 

In  reply  to  Idr.  HiLbHODas,  Mr.  F.  made  seve- 
ral  obserratioQs  in  regard  to  Attain  consulting 
lier  own  interest,  and  he  did  not  wish  our  discrimi- 
nations to  go  any  ikrther  than  our  own  interest 
would  permit.  He  next  adverted  to  what  had  al- 
ready been  often  mentioned  in  the  course  of  the 
debate  of  the  evidences  rejecting  the  Western 
posts,  the  savages,  and  the  AJgerines.  A  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey  had  assured  him  two  years 
ago  that  a  treaty  was  then  negotiating  and  woidd 
socm  be  finished  but  it  was  not  yet  done. 

\hb.  DjlTtoh  demanded  to  know  to  whom  Mr. 
F.  alluded  1  He  replied  that  he  meant  Mr.  Boi>- 
niHOT.  This  gentleman  denied  having  given  such 
information  as  Mr.  F.  mentioned,  at  wast  in  that 
unqualified  sense.] 

Mr.  F.  proceeded.  He  took  notice  of  the  severe 
ofaserrations  that  Mr.  Hiluiousb  had  made  in 
regard  to  France.  The  decisions  of  that  gentle- 
man on  this  occasion,  rem^uled  him  of  the  chaises 
made  against  the  white  inhabitauU  of  the  West- 
em  frontiers,  when  the  Indians  were  murdering 
them  and  their  wives  and  children.  It  was  assert- 
ed that  the  citizens  ofthe  West  were  the  a^ess- 
ors,  and  he  had  been  obliged  to  vindicate  their 
character.  Several  other  remarks  were  made 
by  Mr.  His  intentions  in  siintorting  the 
lesolutions  were  similar  to  those  of  Mr.  Claak, 
Tiz :  not  to  wajge  war,  hut  to  prevent  it.  It  b  the 
interest  oi  nauons  to  pcomote  the  advantages  of 
each  other,  Imt  when  we  meet  an  unequivocal 
enemy  in  trade  we  are  called  on  to  do  justice  to 
ourselves.  The  means  of  suppl3ring  our  citizens 
with  domestic  manufactures  is  withm  Oar  power, 
eltbongh  it  cannot  be  done  all  at  once; 

The  opposition  to  the  resolutions,  he  observed, 
had  taken  a  wider  extent  than  was  at  fir^  expect- 
ed. He  would  have  been  better  pleased^  if  a  gen- 
tleman who  spoke  yesterday,  [Mr.  Traot,]  nad 
natd  more  candor,  instead  m  rimctile,  in  his  argu- 


ments. It  had  been  denied  that  Britain  depended 
so  much  on  this  country  for  supplies  j  yet,  he  won&d 
assert,  ^t  the  industrious  laborers  in  Manchester, 
were  already  in  a  state  of  ^e  greatest  dbtiess  by 
the  war,  and  in  Paisley,  in  ScoUand,  they  were 
almost  starving.  So  it  was  in  many  parts  of  Ire- 
land. The  consequence  was,  that  thf  British 
army  was  increased,  although  the  men  entered 
into  the  service  with  reluctance. 

He  next  took  a  view  of  the  trade  of  Britain  with 
this  country.  In  1775,  America  and  the  West 
Indies  consumed  one-third  of  their  manufactures, 
Slid  the  consumption  has  been  greater  since  tint 
time.  From  these  reasons,  it  was  evident,  that 
they  would  be  the  sufferers,  were  we  to  refuse 
their  manufactures ;  and  it  is  entirely  in  our  pow>- 
er  to  do  so,  at  least  in  snchadegree  as  to  r^inlate 
our  own  commerce. 

A  gentleman  who  was  up  yesterday  from  the 
Eastward,  [Mr.  Dbxter,]  told  us  much  of  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  the  United  States.  If  thia 
be  true,  whence,  then^o  we  hear  the  noise  war 
OB  all  sides  of  us?  The  widow  and  the  orfdian 
murdered  in  the  West,  and  our  citizens  carried 
into  slavery  from  our  ve^els  on  Uie  ocean  1 

One  of  the  arguments  he  heard  urged  against 
our  attempting  to  offend  Britain,  by  any  iimovfr- 
tion  in  commercial  regulations,  was,  that  she  was 
90  strongly  allied,  it  would  be  oanfferous.  Shejs 
so,  but  it  u  not  probable  that  such  alliances  wHl 
be  lasting. 

The  Cwvernor  of  the  Universe  will  not  auffer 
the  combined  forces  oi  Europe^  to  crush  Liberty ; 
and  it  will  not  be  long  before  those  allied  desp^ 
m<ut  break  loose  from  their  unnatural  bonds,  and 
all  their  national  jealousies  will  return.  Fnun 
every  consideration,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
resolutions  ou^t  to  be  adopted,  and  that  thii 
cotmtry,  although  it  conld  not  do  it  in  a  day,  ypt, 
it  ou^t  to  be  preparing  gn^ualhr,  by  giring  en- 
couragement to  domestic  manulactures,  siuh  as 
would  eventually  render  us  more  independent  in 
commercial  transactions. 

Gentlemen  had  spoken  largely  of  the  compara- 
tive trade  of  Britain  and  France,  and  we  had  heard 
a  flourish  about  phillippics  and  eulooiums,  scenes 
of  agttati(Hi  and  horror.  But,  did  the  gentleman, 
who  undertook  to  accuse  Frenchmen,  take  into 
ctmsideration  their  provocaticms?  Have  we  ever 
read,  or  heard  of  any  nation  that  was  so  much  de- 
ivessed  end  abused  by  its  Qovemmentf  No  na* 
tion  was  ever  so  much  abused — no  natioa  ever  had 
such  a  comlanati<m  of  power  to  contend  with.  tHo 
nation  was  ever  so  treacherously  used  by  men  ia 
whom  they  had  i^ed  confidence — no  nation  erer 
suffered  so  much  in  the  cause  of  liberty. 

Asain,  he  returned  to  consider  the  conduct  of 
the  United  States  in  relation  to  Britain.  We  have 
been  mild  and  patient  We  have  avoided  to  irri- 
tate them.  Nor  have  we  even  fortified  our  posts 
on  Lake  Erie,  or  in  Pennsylvania,  and  we  looked 
for  some  faith  in  return.  Yet  what  effect  has 
there  been  produced  1  We  know  it  to  be  a  f^ct. 
that  they  have  provoked  the  Indians  against  us,  aiid 
that  they  have  supplied  them  both  wtth  armB  and 
rations.  If  they  will  pfusue  such  measures  as  th^T 
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]dease,  for  their  own  interest,  ought  we  not  to  pur- 
sue measures  for  ours  ?  He  had  no  preiadice  or 
objecticHU  against  Ei^;lishmen,  but  to  tne  tyran- 
nical conduct  of  their  Oornnment,  which  has 
committed  so  many  faxHts,  firs^  in  regard  to  the 
shve-trade,  the  naTigation  of  the  ocean,  &c. 
dbe^  and  lastly,  in  ttw  injury  done  to  the  United 
Btates  in  depriring  ns  m  the  ben^ts  of  the  for 
trade. 

Appeali  to  dieir  justice,  and  negotiations,  hare 
been  proposed ;  bat  eren  on  th^  ground  what  have 
we  to  expect  from  negotiation  or  remonstrance  t 
Here,  he  quoted  several  instances  where  this  mode 
of  treatment  generally  failed.  Let  us,  therefore, 
appeal  to  dieu:  interest.  It  is  allowed  that  the 
l»Iance  of  trade  is  against  as  with  Great  Britain, 
whilst  it  is  in  our  favor  with  every  other  na- 
tion. 

In  nji^  to  some  expressions  of  Mr.  S.  Bmith, 
BSr.  F.  said,  that  if  he  might  be  allowed  to  com- 
pare small  with  great  things,  although  he  would 
not  himself  be  a  great  h»er  by  the  expense  of  al- 
tering the  flax  of  his  ships  on  the  seas,  yet  he  had 
his  share  of  losses  in  the  Revolution  and  was  as 
much  attached  to  the  independence  of  his  country 
as  the  most  wealthy  citizen  in  it ;  neither  did  he , 
covet  any  of  the  gentleman's  wealth  to  dirtde 
amongst  nis  sons,  being  already  in  possession  of 
•ach  a  comfortable  portion  of  property  as  enabled 
him  to  live  pretty  nearly  on  an  equality  with  his 
etmstituents. 

With  regard  to  the  public  funds,  he  could  not 
see  how  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions  would  in- 
jure them.  He  believed  that  it  would  not ;  and 
although  he  had  not  from  the  first  approved  of  the 
system  of  finance,  yet  he  would  be  amongst  those 
who  would  endeavor  to  pay  off  the  Pubuc  Del^ 
erra  &ster  than  the  Fundmg  System  allowed,  u 
it  could  be  done.  He  did  not,  however,  like  to 
hear  the  Ponding  System  always  conjured  up  like 
a  ghost  in  rivalship  against  every  salutary  mea- 
sure, that  could  be  suggested  for  the  nation.  It 
was  a  dangerous  doctrme  to  set  up  Uie  ftmds,  and 
the  interests  of  the  country,  as  enemies  to  each 
other. 

He  took  further  notice  of  some  forced  arguments 
of  a  gentleman  from  the  Eastward,  [Mr.  TracyJ 
and  he  observed  that  although  merchants  of  the 
largest  capitals  might  be  supposed  to  have  the 
least  occasion  for  credit,  yet  experience  shows  that 
they  avail  themselves  of  credit  as  much  as  others. 
AfUr  a  few  additional  remarks,  Mr.  F.  concluded 
by  declaring  himself  in  favor  of  the  resolutions, 
and  that  it  was  more  necessary  to  adopt  them 
now  than  two  years  ago ;  he  hoped,  thereiore,  that 
gentlemen  would  a^ree  to  consider  that  as  the 
best  time  for  doing  it 

Mr.  Smith  closed  this  day's  debate  by  a  short 
speech,  principally  intended  to  throw  thearguments 
of  Mr.  FiNDLBT  and  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Madi- 
aoif  into  ridicule.  He  went  over  the  old  ground 
of  asserting  that  none  of  the  products  of  the 
United  States  were  necessaries  of  life  in  Great 
Britain. 

After  he  sat  down,  the  Committee  rose,  report- 
ed progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 


[Jamu*bt,I7M. 


Monday.  January  27. 

Mr.  William  Sh ith,  from  -the  committee  tp- 
pointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  act  "  to  es- 
tablish the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States," 
and  report  some  provision  in  the  case  where  say 
Judge  of  the  Courts  of  the  United  Slates,  is,  or 
may,  by  sickness  or  other  disqualifving  caose,  be 
rendered  incapable  of  discharging  the  duties  (U  hit 
(^e }  also,  some  further  proviaion  concerning  buL 

Srocess,  and  costs,  in  the  Courts  of  the  United 
tates ;  and  generidly,  to  report  such  amendment! 
to  the  said  act  as  they  may  deem  necessary  ud 
Constitutional,  made  a  report;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  cmnmitted  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Wh(je  House  on  Monday  next. 

COimEKCB  OF  THE  VNITBD  flTATBSi 

The  House  jwua  resdved  itsdf  into  a  Coa- 
mittee  of  die  Whole  House  on  the  repent  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  on  the  pririlegea  and  lesiri^ 
tions  « the  commerce  c/t  the  I^ted  Stttet  n 
foreign  countries:  When 

fidr.  Amb8  rose  and  said;  The  question  lies  winn 
this  compass :  Is  there  anj  measure  proper  to  « 
adopted  by  Congress,  which  will  have  the  effect 
to  put  our  trade  and  navigation  oh  a  better  foot- 
ing? If  there  is.  it  is  our  undoubted  ri^t  to 
adopt  it,  if  by  right  is  understood  the  power  ot 
self-government  which  every  independent  natioa 
possesses,  and  our  own  as  completely  as  any|  oAa. 
It  is  our  duty,  also,  for  we  are  the  depositaries  and 
the  guardians  of  the  interests  of  our  constitoenti, 
which  on  every  consideration  ought  to  be  dear  to 
us.  I  make  no  doubt  they  are  so,  and  that  there 
is  a  disposition  sufficiently  ardent  existing  in  uu> 
body  to  co-operate  in  any  measures  for  the  u- 
vancement  of  the  common  good.  Indeed,  so  nr 
as  I  can  jndge  from  any  knowledge  I  have  of  ho- 
man  nature,  or  (tf  the  prevailing^  spirit  of  punic 
transactions,  that  sort  of  patriotism  which  makes 
us  wish  the  general  prosperity  when  oar  prifate 
interest  does  not  happen  to  stand  in  the  vray,  ts  no 
uncommon  sentiment.  In  truth,  it  is  very  uk 
self-love,  and  not  much  less  prevalent.  Tnereu 
litde  occasion  to  excite  and  inflame  it.  It  is  like 
self-lore — more  apt  to  want  intelligence  thanzeu- 
The  danger  is  always,  that  it  wOl  rush  blindly  into 
embarrassments,  which  a  prudent  spirit  of  ipquiry 
might  have  prevented,  but  from  which  it  wilt 
scarcely  find  means  to  extricate  ns.  While,  there* 
fore,  the  right,  the  duty,  and  the  inclination  tou- 
vance  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  United 
States,  are  acknowledged  and  felt  by  us  all,  the 
choice  chT  the  proper  means  to  that  end,  is  a  mat' 
ter  requiring  the  most  cirennupect  inquiry, 
the  most  dispassionate  judgmmt. 

After  a  debate  has  eontinned  a  long  tim&tbe 
subject  very  frequently  becomes  tiresome  h^^j^ 
it  is  exhausted.  Aigoments,  however  solid,  uivea 
by  different  speakers,  can  scarcely  fail  to  1*°,"^ 
the  discussion  both  complex  and  difibsive.  With- 
out pretending  to  give  to  my  ai^^uments  any  other 
ment,  I  shall  aim  at  simjplicity. 

We  hear  it  declared,  that  the  design  of  the  re- 
solutions is,  to  place  our  trade  and  navigation  oa 
a  better  footing.  By  a  better  footing,  we  are  to 
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imdentand  a  more  profitable  on^.  Profit  is  a  plain 
word,  tbst  caimot  be  misuaderstood.  We  hare, 
to  q>eak  in  round  numbers,  $1^000,000  of  exports 
anDnally.  To  have  the  trade  of  exports  on  a  ffood 
footing,  means  nothing  more  than  to  sell  tbem 
dear  j  and,  consequently ,  the  trade  of  import  on  a 
good  footint^  is  to  btiy  eneap.  To  pat  tkem  both 
on  a  better  footing,  is  to  sell  dearer  and  to  bay 
cheaper  than  we  do  at  present  If  the  effbet  « 
the  resolutions  wiU  be  to  caace  oar  exports  to  be 
9cAA  cheaper,  and  onr  imports  to  be  boi^rht  dearer, 
oar  trade  wiU  saffer  an  injary. 

It  is  bard  to  eomptite  how  great  the  injury 
voald  prove ;  for  the  first  loss  of  ralue  in  the  buy- 
ing dear  and  sellinc  cheap,  is  only  the  symp- 
tom and  begioDing  of  the  eril,  but  by  no  means 
the  measure  of  it.  It  will  withdraw  a  great  part 
of  the  nourisbmeat  that  now  supplies  the  wonder- 
ful growth  of  ouf  industry  and  opulence.  The 
difference  may  not  amotmt  to  a  great  proportion 
of  the  price  of  the  articles,  but  it  may  reach  the 
greater  part  of  the  profit  of  the  producer.  It  may 
hmve  effects  in  this  wajr,  which  will  be  of  the 
worst  kind^  by  discouraging  the  products  of  our 
land  and  mdustry.  It  is  to  this  test  I  propose  to 
bring  the  resolutions  on  the  table,  and  if  it  shall 
dearly  appear  that  they  tend  to  cause  our  exports 
to  be  sold  cheaper,  and  our  imports  to  be  bought 
dearer,  they  cannot  escape  eonaamnatirai.  Wut- 
erer  specioos  show  of  adrantage  may  be  gvren 
them,  they  deserve  to  be  called  aggrarations  of 
■oy  real  or  supposed  evils  in  our  commercial  sys- 
tem, and  not  remedies. 

I  have  framed  this  statemoit  of  the  question  so 
aa  to  eomprefaend.  the  whole  subject  of  debate,  and 
at  the  same  time  I  confess  it  was  my  design  to 
exclude  from  consideration  a  number  of  topics 
whxcb  appear  to  me  totally  icrelevant  to  it. 

The  best  answer  to  many  assertions  we  have 
heard,  is  to  admit  them  without  proof.  We  are 
exhorted  to  assert  our  natural  rights,  to  put  trade 
OB  a  respeetaUc  footing,  to  dictate  terms  of  trade 
to  other  nations,  to  engage  in  a  contest  of  idf-de- 
nial,  and  by  that,  and  Dy  shifting  our  commerce 
from  one  country  to  another,  tomake  our  enemies 
feel  the  extent  of  our  power.  This  language,  as 
it  respects  the  proper  subject  of  discussion,  means 
BoAing,  or  what  is  worse.  If  our  trade  is  already 
oa  a  profitable  footing  it  is  on  a  respectable  one. 
Unlett  war  be  our  ot^ect,  it  is  useless  to  inquire, 
what  are  the  dispositions  of  any  Government  with 
whose  subjects  our  merchants  deal  to  the  best  ad- 
rantage.  While  they  will  smoke  our  tolncco,  and 
eat  our  provisions,  it  is  very  immaterial,  both  to 
Um  ooawomer  and  the  producer,  what  are  the  poli- 
tics of  the  two  countries,  excepting  so  far  as  their 
quarrels  may  disturb  the  benf&ts  ^  their  rantual 
mtereourse. 

Bo  lar^  therefore,  as  commerce  is  concerned,  the 
iiiqiiury  i%  have  we  a  good  ma^t  ?  The  good  or 
baa  state  of  our  actiul  nuurket  is  the  question. 
The  aetoal  market  is  ererywhere  more  or  less  a 
restricted  one,  and  the  natoral  order  of  things  is 
^i^aeed  by  the  artificial.  Most  nations,  for  rea- 
sons at  which  they  alone  are  the  ri^btfai  judges, 
have  regalatcd  aoia  restricted  their  mtereourse  ae- 
Sd  Cov^lS 


cording  to  dieir  views  of  safety  and  profit.  We 
claim  for  ourselves  the  same  right,  as  the  acts  in 
our  statute  book  and  the  resolutions  on  the  table 
evince,  without  holding  ourselves  accountable  to 
any  ottier  nation  whatever.  The  right  which  we 
properly  claim,  and  which  we  properly  exercise 
when  we  do  it  prudently  and  asefolly  for  onr  bbp 
tion^  is  as  well  establidied,  and  has  been  longer  in 
use  in  tike  coontries  of  which  we  complain,  than 
in  om  own.  If  their  right  is  as  good  as  ttiat  of 
Congress  to  r^ulate  ana  restrict,  why  do  we  talk 
of  a  strenuous  exertion  of  our  force,  and  by  dictat- 
ing terms  to  nations  who  are  fancied  to  be  physi- 
cally dependent  on  America,  to  change  the  policy 
of  nations  t  It  may  be  very  true,  that  their  policy 
is  very  wise  and  good  for  themselves,  but  not  as 
favorable  for  us  as  we  would  make  it,  if  we  cotdd 
le^slate  for  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic. 

The  extravagant  despotism  of  this  language  ac- 
cords very  ill  with  our  power  to  give  it  efiect,  or 
with  the  affectation  of  zeal  for  an  unlimited  free- 
dom of  commerce.  Such  a  state  of  absolute  free- 
dom of  commerce  never  did  exist,  and  it  is  very 
much  to  be  doubted  Aether  it  ever  will.  Wer% 
I  invested  with  the  trost  to  legislate  for  mankittw 
it  is  retj  probaUe  the  first  act  of  my  authorisf- 
woald  be  to  throw  all  the  restrictive  and  prohil^ 
ory  laws  of  trade  into  the  fire ;  the  refolations  ;sa- 
the  table  would  not  be  spared.  But  if  I  wer< 
do  so,  it  is  probable  I  should  have  a  quarrel  o%  {m. 
hands,  with  every  civilized  nation.  The  I^rds, 
would  claim  the  monopoly  of  the  spice  traj^t  we 
which  their  ancestors  passed  their  whole  liT*iew, 
warfare.  Tbe  Spanish  and  Portuguese  wouUt  to 
no  less  obstinate.  If  we  calculate  what  Col*  the 
monopolies  have  cost  in  wealth,  in  suffering,  aiu_ 
in  crimes,  we  should  say  they  were  dearly  pur- 
chased. The  English  would  plead  for  their  Na- 
vigation Act,  not  as  a  source  of  gaiOj  but  as  an 
essential  mean  of  securing  their  independence. 
So  many  in  terests  would  be  distorbed,  and  so  many 
lost,  by  a  violent  change  from  the  existing;  to  an 
anlmown  order  of  things,  and  the  mutual  rdatian 
of  nations,  in  respect  to  their  power  and  wealth, 
would  suffer  such  a  shock,  that  the  idea  mast  be 
allowed  to  be  perfectly  Utopian  and  wild.  But 
for  this  country  to  form  the  project  of  clunging 
the  ^licy  of  nations,  and  to  begin  the  abolition  <h 
restrictions  by  restrictions  of  its  own,  is  equally 
ridiculous  and  inconsistent. 

Let  every  nation  that  is  really  disposed  to  ex- 
tend the  liberty  of  commerce,  beware  of  rash  and 
hasty  schemes  of  prohibition.  In  the  afiairs  of 
trade,  as  in  most  others,  we  make  too  many^  laws. 
We  follow  experience  too  little,  and  the  visions  of 
theorists  a  great  deal  too  much.  Instead  of  liston- 
ing  to  discourses  on  what  the  market  ou^t  to  be, 
and  what  the  schemes,  which  always  promise 
much  on  paper,  pretend  to  make  it,  iet  as  see  what 
is  the  actual  market  for  our  exports  and  imports. 
This  will  bring  vague  assertioDS  and  nngaina 
opinions  to  tbe  test  of  experiouie.  That  rage  for 
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The  terms  oa  which  our  exports  are  receired 
in  the  British  market,  have  been  accurately  exa- 
auDed  by  a  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
WiLLUM  Smith.)  Before  hifi  statement  of  facts 
was  made  to  the  committee,  it  was  ur«d,  and 
with  no  little  warmth,  that  the  system  of  England 
indicated  her  inreterac^  towards  this  country, 
whU«  that  oCFiaac^  springing  from  disinterested 
^flection,  constituted  a  claim  for  patitode  and 
self-denying  measures  of  retribution. 

Since  that  statement,  howerer,  that  romantic 
style,  which  is  so  ill-adapted  to  ue  subject,  has 
.Wni  rh^ng^-  We  hear  it  insinuated,  that  the 
fooapartson  of  the  footing  of  our  exjports  in  the 
aoarkets  of  France  and  England,  is  or  no  import- 
ance i  that  it  is  chiefly  our  object  to  eee  how  we 
jmay  assist  and  extend  our  commerce.  This  eva- 
sion of  the  force  of  the  statement,  or  rather  this 
indirect  admission  of  its  authority,,  establishes  it. 
Zt  will  not  he  pretended  that  it  1^  been  shaken 
during  the  debate. 

It  has  been  made  to  appear,  beyond  contradiction, 
that  the  British  market  for  our  exports,  taken  in 
tbeugFscate,  is  a  good  one — that  it  is  better  than 
Ae  ^endi,  and  better  than  any  wehare^andf  for 
%any  of  our  procUicts,  the  only  one. 
I.The  whfde  amount  of  our  sports  to  the  Bri- 
"fh  Dominiotts  in  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  Sep* 
'Viber,  1790,  was  $9,Si46,660.  Hut  it  wiU  be  more 
"^le  and  satis&ctory  to  confine  the  inquir3r  to 


Ml 


naval  stores,  and  iron. 
ZTne  amount  of  the  before-mentioned  articles 
rted  in  that  same  year  to  the  British  Do- 
vumions,  was  $8,457,173. 

Mr.  A.  went  into  a  consideration  of  the  footing 
on  which  they  are  received.  He  then  said,  we 
have  heard  so  much  of  restriction,  of  inimical  and 
jealous  prohibitions  to  cramp  our  trade,  it  is  natu- 
ral to  scrutinize  the  British  systeni,  with  the  ex- 
pectation of  finding  little  betides  the  effects  of  her 
adfish.and  angry  policy. 

YeL  of  the  gnat  sum  of  nearly  eight  millions 
Md  a  ul£  the  amount  of  the  products  oefore  men- 
tioned sold  in  her  markets,  two  articles  only  are 
^tied  bf  way  of  restriction.  Bread  stuff  is  dutied 
■o  high  w  th«  market  of  Qreat  Britain,  as  in  times 
of  plenty  to  exclude  i^  and  this  is  done  from  the 
.desire  to  favor  her  own  farmers.  The  mover  of 
the  resolutions  justified  the  exclusion  of  our  bread- 
stuff from  the  French  West  Indies  by  their  per- 
manent regulations,  because  he  said  they  were 
bound  to  prefer  their  own  products  to  those  even 
of  the  United  States.  It  would  seem  that  the 
same  apolcwy  would  do  for  England,  in  her  home 
market.  Oit  what  will  do  for  the  vindication  of 
am  nation  becomes  invective  against  another. 
The  criminal  nation,  however,  receives  our  bread- 
staff  in  the  West  Indies  free,  and  excludes  other 
foreign,  so  as  to  mve  our  produeers  die  monopoly 
of  the  supply.  This  is  no  merit,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  mover  of  the  resolutions,  because  it  is 
a  ftagraent  of  her  old  Colony  system.  Notwith- 
stanmng  the  nature  of  the  duties  on  Iweadstuff  in 


Qreat  Britain,  it  has  been  clearly  shown  that  she 
is  a  better  customer  for  that  article  in  Europe, 
than  her  neighbor,  France.  The  latter,  in  ordi- 
nary times,  is  a  poor  customer  for  breatbtufl^  for 
the  same  reason  that  our  own  country  is,  because 
she  {HToduces  it  herself,  and  therefore  France  per- 
mits it  to  be  impwtedf  and  the  United  States  do 
the  like.  Gkeat  Britau  i^n  wants  the  article, 
and  then  she  receires  it ;  no  country  oan  be  ex- 
pected to  buy  iriiat  it  does  not  want  The  bread- 
stuff  sold  in  the  European  Dominions  of  Great 
Britain  in  the  year  1790.  amounted  to  tl,087,84(X 
Whale  oil  pays  the  neavy  duty  of  eighteen 
pounds  three  snilUngs  sterling  per  ton;  yet  sper- 
maceti oil  found  a  market  there  to  the  value  of 
$81,04a  Thus  it  appears  that^  of  eisht  millions 
and  a  half  sold  to  Great  Britam  ana  her  t)oiai- 
nionsj  only  the  value  of  one  million  one  hundred 
and  stxty-ei^ht  thousand  dollars  was  under  duty 
of  a  restrictive  nature.  The  breadstuff  is  hardly 
to  be  considered  as  vrithin  the  description,  yet  to 
give  the  argument  its  full  force,  what  is  it?  about  1 
one-eighth  part  is  restricted.  To  proceed  with  the 


residue: 
Indigo,  to  the  amoont  of  • 
Live  uiiiDBls  to  the  West  Indtss 
Flsx  seed  to  Great  BAain 


•  947MM 
.  S19,9M 


Total 


7S6,16t 


These  articles  are  received  duty  free,  which  is 
a  good  foot  to  the  trade.  Yet  we  find,  good  as  it 
is,  the  bulk  of  our  exports  h  r«ceiTed  on  even 
better  terms : 

FIoartotlisBtitiili  W«rt  IttdiBs  -        -  «8SM>0« 
Chain      •     .    •        -        -  STajflM 
Pre*,  while  other  ftoeigB  flour  and  gndn  k 
pnlufaited. 

Tobacco  to  Cheat  Britain  •  -  %7UjiM 

Tobaooo  t«  the  WMt  indies  •  ttfilB 

la.  3d.  steifiaff,  dal7--Ss.  6d.  on  other  f>> 

BMgn  tobaeooi 
In  ii»  Wart  Indiai^other  fineifnlobMCO  is 
ptohibiied. 

Rioe  to  Great  Britain       ...  773^ 
7s.  4d.  pot  ewt.  dntfr-8a.  lOd.  on  other  |b- 
reign  rice. 

To  the  West  Indies  -  ...  180.077 
Other  foreign  rice  {Hvhibited. 

Wood,  to  Great  Britain    -         -         •  240.174 
Free — ^higher  duties  on  otttr  fiireign. 
To  the  Wert  Indies         ...  S8S,4«1 
Free  -othCT  forrign  psohlbited. 

Pm  and  pearl  adMS         ...  747,075 
Fne— Si.  Sd.  on  other  foreign,  equal  to  flO 
per  too. 

Naval  stnes,  to  Great  BMialn  I99,9n 

Higher  duties  on  odwr  faalga. 

To  the  Wart  Indies        -        -        .  «.lflS 

Free — other  foreign  prdutated. 

Iron,  to  Great  Britain      -        -        -  SMtlS 

Fk«»-dntifls  on  etlwr  fiwdgn. 


Thus  it  appears,  that  nearly  seven-eighdia  of 
the  exports  to  the  British  Donunions  are  received 
on  terms  of.positive  &ror.  Foreigners,  our  rinb 
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in  the  sale  of  these  articles,  are  either  abscdntely 
shut  oQt  of  their  market  bf  pi^hibitioos,  or  dis- 
cooraged  in  their  competition  with  as  by  higher 
duties.  There  is  some  restriction,  it  is  admitted, 
but  there  is,  to  balance  it,  a  lam  amoant  re- 
eeired  duty  nee.  The  abon  mpliiB  of  six  mil- 
lions and  a  half  goes  to  the  account  of  pririlege 
and  faror.  This  is  better  than  she  treats  any 
oAer  foreign  nation ;  it  is  better,  indeed,  than  she 
treats  her  own  subjects,  because  they  ace,  by  this 
means,  deprived  of  a  ft-ee  and  open  mailf t ;  it  is 
better  than  oUr  footing  with  any  nation  with 
whom  we  have  treaties.  It  has  been  demonstra- 
trvelr  shown  that  it  is  betta-  than  the  footing  on 
which  France  receiTes  either  the  like  articles,  or 
the  aggr^te  of  our  products.  The  best  iwoof  in 
the  woria  is,  that  they  are  not  sent  to  France;  the 
merchants  will  find  out  the  best  market  sooner 
than  we  sfaalL 

The  footing  of  our  exports,  under  the  British 
vrstem,  is  better  than  that  of  their  exports  to  the 
united  Stat^M,  under  our  system.  Najr.  it  is  bet- 
ter tbab  the  fr^om  of  conunerce)  which  is  one  I 
of  the  nstons  for  wliich  oar  solid  prosperity  is  to 
be  hazarded ;  for,  suppose  we  coald  Intter  down 
her  system  of  prohrbitions  and  restrictions,  it 
would  be  gaining  a  loss :  one-eighth  is  restricted, 
and  more  than  six-eighths  has  restrictions  in  its 
fftTor.  It  is  as  plain  as  flgons  can  make  it,  that 
if  a  mte  of  freedom  for  oar  Exports  is  at  j/u.  the 
pvesent  system  raises  them,  in  point  of  pnrii^e, 
atbore  par.  To  suppose  that  we  can  terrify  them 
bj  these  resolutions  to  abolish  their  restrictions, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  maintain  in  our  favor 
dkeir  duties,  to  exclude  other  foreigners  frtnn  their 
market  is  too  absurd  to  be  reftited. 

We  have  heard  that  the  market  of  France  is 
Ae  great  centre  of  our  interests ;  we  are  to  lo<^ 
to  her,  and  not  to  Eneland,  for  advantages.  Be- 
ing: as  tike  style  of  theory  is,  our  best  customer 
and  best  fHend.  showing  to  our  trade  particolar 
ikvor  and  privily,  wlme  Sngland  manifests  in 
her  system  such  narrow  and  selfish  views,  it  is 
strange  to  remark  such  a  pointed  rribtation  of  a*- 
aertions  and  opinions  by  iacts.  The  amotint  sent 
to  Prance  hen^  is  very  triviri ;  either  our  mer- 
chants are  ignorant  of  the  best  markets,  or  those 
i^hieh  they  prefer  are  the  best :  and,  if  the  Eng^ 
markets,  m  spite  of  the  alleged  ill  usage,  arti 
atiU  preferred  to  the  French,  it  is  a  proof  of  the 
inperior  advantages  of  the  former  over  the  latter. 
The  arguments  f  have  adverted  to,  oblige  those 
who  nive  them  to  nuike  a  grater  difference  in 
fitror  of  the  Bnglisb,  than  the  true  state  of  facts 
will  warrant.  IndeM,  if  they  persist  in  their  ar- 
guments, they  are  bound  to  deny  their  own  con- 
deoiima.  They  are  bound  to  admit  this  position : 
if  FSranee  receives  littie  of  such  of  our  products  as 
Great  Brinun  trices  on  terms     privili^  and  fa- 
vw,  because  of  that  tkrot,  it  allows  the  value  of 
that  farored  footing.  If  France  takes  littie  of  our 
articles,  because  she  does  not  want  them,  it  shows 
the  absurdity  of  looking  to  her  as  the  best  cus- 
tomer. 

It  may  be  said,  and  truly,  that  Great  Britain  re- 
gards only  her  own  interest  in  these  atgOments. 
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So  mnch  the  better.  If  it  is  her  interest  to  afiftrd 
fo  onr  commerce  more  encouragement  than 
France  gives,  if  she  does  this  when  she  is  invete* 
rate  against  us,  as  it  is  alleged,  and  when  we  are 
indul^ng  an  avowed  hatred  towards  her,  and  par- 
tiality towards  France,  it  shoWs  that  we  have  very 
solid  ground  to  rely  on.  '  Her  intevest  is,  according 
to  this  statement,  strongei^  than  Onr  tias^ons, 
sttonger  than  her  own,  and  is  the  mtwe  to  be  de- 
pended on.  as  it  cannot  be  put  to  any  more  trying 
experiment  in  fntare.  The  good  wifi  and  friend 
ship  of  nations  are  hdlow  foundations  to  build  our 
systems  upon.  Mutual  interest  is  a  bottom  of 
rock.  The  fervor  of  transient  sentiments  is  not 
better  than  straw  or  stubUe.  Some  gentlemen 
have  lamented  this  distrust  <^  any  relation  be- 
tween nations  except  an  interested  one.  But  the 
substitution  of  any  other  princit^e  could  produce 
littie  else  than  the  hypocrisy  of  smtiment,  and  an 
instai)ility  of  affitirs.  It  would  be  retyingon  what 
is  not  staUe.  instead  of  what  is ;  it  woud  intro- 
duce into  politics  the  jai^n  of  romahce.  It  is  in 
this  dense,  and  this  (Aly,  diftt  tiie  word  ftiTor  ia 
used :  a  state  of  things  so  amngedas  to  woduee 
our  profit  and  adrantage.  thcn^  intended  by 
Great  Briuin  merely  for  ner  own.  The  disposi- 
tion of  a  nation  b  immateriri;  the  ttct  tiiat  we 
profit  hy  ^eir  ayalem  cannot  be  ao  to  this  dis- 
cussion. 

The  next  point  to  consider  whether  our  im- 
ports are  on  a  good  footii^,  or,  in  other  words, 
whether  we  are  in  a  situation  to  buy  what  we 
have  occasion  for  at  a  cheap  rate.  In  this  view, 
the  systems  of  the  commercial  nations  are  not  to 
be  comphuned  of,  as  all  are  desirous  of  selling  the 
prodocts  of  their  labor.  Great  Britain  is  not  cen- 
sored in  this  respect.  The  objection  is  rather  of 
the  opposite  kind,  that  We  bay  too  cheap,  and 
therefore  consnme  too  much,  and  that  we  take  not 
only  aa  much  as  we  can  pay  f(»,  bat'  to  the  ex- 
tent of  our  credit  also.  There  is  less  freedom  of 
~  imporutlon,  however,  from  the  West  Indies.  In 
this  respect,  France  n  more  restrictive  than  Eng- 
land :  for  the  former  allows  the  exportation  to  us 
of  OUT  ram  and  molasses,  while  England  admits 
that  of  sugar,  coffee,  and  other  principal  West  In- 
dia products.  Yet,  even  here,  when  the  j>refer- 
ence  seems  to  be  decidedly  dne  to  the  British  sys- 
tem, occasion  is  taken  to  extol  that  of  the  French. 
We  are  told  that  they  sell  us  the  chief  part  of  the 
molasses  which  is  consumed  or  manufactured  into 
rum,  and  that  a  great  and  truly  important  branch, 
the  distillery,  is  kept  up  by  their  liberality  in  fur- 
nishing the  raw  material.  There  is  at  every  step 
matter  to  confirm  the  remark,  that  nations  have 
framed  their  regulations  to  suit  their  own  tnte^ 
rests,  not  oars.  Trance  is  a  greftt  brandy  manu- 
fhcturer.  She  wiU  not  admitrum,  therefore,  even 
from  her  own  islands,  because  it  would  supplant 
the  consumption  ^f  brandy.  The  molasses  was 
for  that  reason  some  years  ago  of  no  value  in  her 
islands,  and  Was  not  even  saved  in  casks.  But  the 
demand  from  America  soon  raised  its  value.  The 
policy  of  England  has  been  equally  selfish.  The 
molasses  is  distilled  in  her  islands,  because  she  has 
no  manufhcture  of  Inrandy  to  sufi'er  by  its  sale. 
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A  questioQ  remains  respecting  the  state  of  our 
naTigatioQ.  If  we  pay  no  regard  to  the  regula- 
tions of  foreign  nations,  and  ask  whether  this 
valuable  branch  of  our  industry  and  capital  is  in 
a  distressed  and  sickly  state,  we  shall  find  that  it 
is  in  a  strong  and  flourishing  condition.  If  the 
quantity  of  shipping  was  dedining,  if  it  was  lu- 
employed,  even  at  low  freight,  I  should  say  it 
must  M  sustained  and  encooiaged.  No  such 
thing  is  asserted.  Seamen's  wages  are  high, 
freidits  are  hidh,  and  American  bottoms  in  luU 
employment.  Bat  die  com|daint  is,  our  vessels 
are  not  permitted  to  go  to  the  British  West  In- 
dies, h  is  even  affirmed,  that  no  civilized  coun- 
try treats  us  so  illy  in  that  respect.  Spain  and 
Portugal  ^hibit  the  traffic  to  their  possesnions, 
not  only  m  our  vessels,  but  in  their  owdj  which, 
according  to  the  style  of  the  resolutions,  is  worse 
treatment  than  we  meet  with  from  the  British. 
It  is  abo  asserted,  and  on  as  bad  ground^  that  our 
v^teels  are  excluded  from  mostof  the  British  mar- 
kets. This  is  not  true,  in  any  sense.  We  are 
admitted  into  the  greater  number  of  her  ports,  in 
our  own  vessels :  and  by  far  the  greater  value  of 
oar  exports  is  sold  in  British  ports,  into  vriiich  our 
Ttuds  are  received,  not  only  on  a  good  footing, 
e<miL|ared  widi  other  foreigners,  but  on  terms  or 
positive  ftvor — on  better  terms  than  British  ves- 
sels are  admitted  into  our  own  ports.  We  are  not 
snbjeet  to  the  alien  duties;  ana  the  light  money, 
fte.,  oi  Is.  9d.  sterling,  per  ton,  is  less  utan  our  fo- 
reign tonnage  duty,  not  to  mention  the  ten  per 
cent,  on  the  duties  on  the  goods  in  foreign  bottoms. 
But  in  the  port  of  London,  our  vessels  are  received 
free.  It  ia  for  the  unprejudiced  mind  to  compare 
these  facts  with  the  assertions  we  have  heard  so 
confidently  and  so  feelingly  made  by  the  mover  of 
the  resolutions,  that  we  are  excluded  from  most 
of  their  ports,  and  that  no  civilized  nation  tteats 
our  vessels  so  ill  as  the  British. 

The  tonnage  of  the  vessels  emi^oyed  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies  and  the  Unit- 
ed States,  is  edled  two  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
land,  and  the  whde  of  this  is  represented  as  our 
just  right.  The  same  i^entlemao  speaks  o€  our 
natural  right  to  the  carnage  of  oar  own  articles, 
«nd  that  we  may  and  ought  to  insist  upon  our 
•qoitable  share.  Yet,  soon  after,  he  uses  the  lan- 
guage ot  monopoly,  and  represents  the  whole  car- 
riage of  imports  and  exports  as  the  proper  object 
of  our  efforts,  and  all  that  others  carry  as  a  cwar 
loss  to  us.  If  an  equitable  share  of  the  carriage 
means  half^  we  have  it  already^  and  more,  and 
our  proportion  is  rapidly  increasing.  If  anything 
is  meant  by  the  natural  right  of  carriage,  one 
would  imagine  that  it  belongs  to  him,  whoever  he 
may  be^  who  having  bousLt  our  produce,  and 
made  iumself  the  owner,  thinks  proper  to  take  it 
wiUi  hka  to  his  own  country.  It  is  neither  our 
policy  nor  our  design  to  check  the  sale  of  oar  pro- 
uuee ;  we  innie  every  dexcription  of  purchasers, 
because  we  expect  to  sell  dearest  when  the  num- 
ber  and  competition  of  the  buyers  is  the  greatest. 
For  this  reason,  the  total  exclusion  of  foreigners 
and  dieir  vessels  from  the  purchase  and  carriage 
of  our  exporu  iv  an  advant^e,  in  nqpeet  to  navi- 
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gation,  which  has  a  disadvantage  to  balance  it,  in 
respect  to  the  price  of  produce.  It  is  with  this 
reserve  we  ought  to  receive  the  remark,  that  the 
carriage  of  our  exports  should  be  our  object  rather 
than  mat  of  our  imports.  By  going  with  our  ves- 
sels into  foreign  ports,  we  buy  oar  imports  in  the 
best  market  By  giving  a  steady  and  moderate 
encouragement  to  oar  own  shipping,  without  pre- 
tending violently  to  interrupt  the  coarse  of  busi- 
ness, experience  will  soon  estaUish  that  «der  of 
things  which  is  most  beneficial  to  the  exporter,  the 
importer,  and  the  ship  owner.  The  best  interest 
of  agriculture  is  the  true  interest  of  trade. 

In  a  trade  mutually  beneficial,  it  is  strangely 
absurd  to  consider  the  gain  of  otners  as  our  Toss. 
Admitting  it,  however,  for  argument  sake,  yet  it 
should  be  noticed  that  tne  loss  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  tons  of  shipping  is  computed 
accoraing  to  the  apparent  tonnage.  Our  vesseU 
not  being  allowed  to  go  to  the  British  West  In- 
di^  and  their  vesseU  making  frequent  voyages, 
appear  in  the  entries  over  and  over  again.  In  the 
trade  to  the  European  Dominions  of  Great  Britain, 
the  distance  being  greater,  our  vessels  are  not  so 
often  entered.  Both  these  circumstances  give  a 
false  show  to  the  amount  of  British  tonnage,  com- 
pared with  the  American.  It  is,  however,  very 
pleasing  to  die  mind,  to  see  that  our  tonnage  ex- 
ceeds me  British  in  the  European  trade.  For 
various  reasons,  some  of  which  will  be  mentioned 
hemJ'ter,  the  tonnage  ia  the  West  India  trade  is 
not  the  proper  subject  of  calculation.  In  the  Elu- 
ropean  comparison,  we  have  more  tonnage  in  the 
British  than  m  the  French  commerce;  it  is,  indeed, 
more  than  four  to  one.  The  great  quantity  of 
British  tonnage,  employed  in  ouc  trade,  is  also,  in 
a  great  measure,  owmg  to  the  large  capitals  of  the 
merchants,  employed  in  the  buying  and  exporting 
our  productions.  If  we  would  banish  the  ships,  we 
must  strike  at  the  root,  and  banish  the  capital  j  and 
this,  before  we  have  capital  of  our  own  grown  up 
to  replace  it.  would  be  an  operation  of  no  little 
violence  and  injury,  to  our  Southern  brethren 
especially.  Independently  of  this  circumstance, 
Qceat  Britain  is  an  active  and  intelligent  rival  in 
the  navigation  line.  Her  ships  are  dearer,  and  dw 
provisioning  of  her  seamen  is  perhaps  rathor  dearet 
than  ours ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  rate  of  interest 
is  lower  in  England,  and  so  are  seamen^  wages. 
It  would  be  improjKr,  therefore,  to  consider  the 
amount  of  British  tonnage  in  our  trade  as  a  proof 
of  a  bad  state  of  things,  arising  either  from  the  re- 
strictions of  that  Government,  or  the  negligence 
or  timidity  of  this.  We  are  to  charge  it  to  cause* 
which  are  more  connected  with  the  natural  com- 
petition of  capital  and  industry ;  causes  which,  in 
tact,  retarded  the  growth  <^  our  shipping  more 
when  we  were  Colonies  and  our  ships  were  fiee, 
than  since  the  adoption  of  the  present  Govex*- 
meat 

It  has  been  said,  with  emphasis,  that  the  Con- 
stitution grew  out  of  the  complaints  of  the  nation 
respecting  commerce,  especiafly  that  with  the  Bri- 
tish Dominions.  What  was  then  lamented  by  our 
patriots  1  Feebleness  of  the  public  Coancils,  the 
shadow  of  union,  and  scarce  the  shadow  of  puUic 
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credit — erery  iriiere  despondeocj — the  pressure 
of  erils  not  only  great,  but  portenioosof  ciril  dis- 
tractions. These  were  the  grievances;  and  what 
more  was  then  desired  than  their  remedies?  Is  it 
possible  to  nirrey  this  prosperous  country,  and  to 
assert  that  they  have  been  delayed?  Trade  flou- 
ridies  on  onr  wharres,  altfaoo^  it  droops  in 
speeches.  Manufiustnres  have  risen,  under  the 
shade  of  protecting  duties,  from  almost  nothing,  to 
such  a  state  that  we  are  eren  told  it  is  safe  to  depend 
on  the  domestic  supply,  if  die  foreign  should  cease. 
The  fisheries,  which  we  found  in  decline,  are  in 
the  most  rifforous  growth.  The  whale  fishery, 
which  our  allies  would  hare  transferred  to  Dun- 
kirk, now  traverses  the  whole  ocean :  to  diat  hardy 
race  of  men,  the  sea  is  but  a  park  for  hunting  its 
monsters;  such  is  their  activity,  the  deepest  abysses 
scarcely  afford  to  their  prey  a  hiding  putce.  Look 
around,  and  see  how  the  frontier  circle  widens,  how 
the  interior  iinproves,  and  let  it  be  repeated,  that 
the  hopes  ctf  the  peqde,  when  they  formed  this 
Constitution,  have  neoi  frustrated ! 

Bm  if  it  dioold  hai^ien  that  onr  prejudices  prove 
stronger  than  our  senses ;  if  it  shonld  be  believed 
ibat  our  fanners  and  merchants  see  their  products 
and  ships  and  wharves  going  to  decay  togeAer, 
mnd  they  are  ignorant  or  silent  on  their  own  rain, 
still  the  public  documents  would  not  disclose  so 
alarminff  a  state  of  onr  afiairs.  Oar  imports  are 
obtained  so  plentiftilly  and  cheaply,  that  one  of 
the  avowed  objects  oi  Uie  resolution  is,  to  make 
them  scarcer  and  dearer.  Our  exports^  so  far  from 
languishing,  have  increased  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars in  a  rear.  Our  navigation  is  found  to  be  aug- 
mented beyond  the  most  sanguine  expectation. 
We  hear  oi  the  vast  advantage  the  English  derive 
from  the  Navigation  Act,  and  we  are  asked,  in  a 
tone  of  accusation.  Shall  we  sit  still,  and  do  no- 
thing 7  Who  is  bold  enough  to  say,  Congress  has 
done  nothing  for  the  encouragemmt  of  American 
navigation  ?  To  counteract  the  Navigation  Act, 
we  ^ve  laid  on  British  a  higher  tonnage  than  our 
ovrn  vessels  pay  in  their  ports ;  and,  WMt  is  much 
more  eflTeetual,  we  have  imposed  ten  per  cent,  on 
the  duties,  when  the  dutied  articles  are  borne  in 
foreign  bottoms.  We  have  also  made  the  coast- 
ing trade  a  monopoly  to  our  own  vessels.  Let 
those  who  have  asserted  that  this  is  nothing,  com- 
pare facts  irith  the  rqfnlations  which  pmilaced 
them: 

TbM.  BUMiOrAllL 
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attracts  too  mneh  capitd  for  the  cifcmnitaikees 
of  the  eonnfiry.  I  cannot  readilr  perm^  myself 
to  think  so  valuable  a  branch  of  employ  meat 
thrives  too  feat  But  a  steady  and  sore  encourage- 
ment is  more  to  be  relied  on  than  vitdent  methods 
of  forcing  its  growth.  It  is  not  clear  that  the 
quantity  of  onr  navigation,  including  our  coasting 
and  fishing  vessels,  is  less,  in  proporticHi  to  those 
of  that  nation.  In  thai  computation,  we  shall 
probaUy  find  that  we  are  already  more  a  navigat- 
ing people  than  the  EngKsh.  As  this  is  a  grow- 
ing country,  we  have  the  most  stable  gromid  of 
dependence  on  the  corresponding  growth  of  our 
navigation ;  and  that  the  increasing  demand  for 
shipping  will  rather  fall  to  the  share  of  Americana 
than  foreigners,  is  not  to  be  dmied.  We  did  ez- 
peot  this,  from  the  nature  of  our  own  laws:  wa 
Mve  been  confirmed  in  it  by  experience:  and  w» 
know  that  an  American  boUom  is  aotnally  fvcto- 
red  to  a  foreign  one.  hi  cases  where  'Cme  paitnn 
is  an  American  and  another  a  foreignw,  the  ship 
is  made  an  American  bottom.  A  fact  d  this  kind 
overthrows  a  whole  theory  of  nasoning  on  tlie 
necessity  of  farther  restrictions.  It  shtfws  that  4w 
work  of  restriction  is  already  dme. 

If  we  take  the  affgrmte  view  of  our  commercial 
interests^  we  shall  find  much  more  occasion  for 
satisfainion,  and  even  exultation,  than  complain^ 
and  none  for  despondency.  It  would  be  too  bold 
to  say  that  our  condition  is  so  dligiUe  there  is  no- 
thing; to  wished.  Neither  the  order  of  nature  nor 
the  aHotmentsof  Providotceafford  perfect  content, 
and  it  would  be  absurd  to  expect  in  our  polities 
vriiat  is  denied  in  the  laws  ftf  our  being.  The  na- 
tions with  whtm  we  have  intcnoorse  have,  with* 
out  oee^ion,  more  or  less  restrieted  their  eom- 
morce.  They  have  framed  their  reffolatioiis  to 
suit  their  real  or  fancied  interests.  The  code 
France  is  as  ftall  of  restrictioBsas  that  of  KngfaiA 
We  have  r^fulatioiis  of  our  own,  and  wy  «re 
unlike  those  of  any  other  country.  Inasmoeh  as 
the  interests  and  circumstances  of  nations  vary  so 
essentially,  the  project  of  an  exact  reciprocity  on 
onr  part  is  a  vision.  What  we  desire  is,  to  have, 
not  an  exact  reciprocity,  but  an  intercourse  of  ma- 
tnal  benefit  and  convenienee.  It  has  scarcely  been 
so  much  as  insinuated  that  the  change  contem- 
plated will  be  a  prcftuble  (Hie— that  it  will  enable 
us  to  seU  dearer  and  to  buy  cheaper;  on  the  e<m- 
trary,  we  are  invited  to  submit  to  the  hazards  uid 
losses  of  a  conflict  with  onr  eust«ner»— to  engsM 
inaoontestofsdfdeniaL  Forwhat?  Toomuu 
better  markets?  No  sneh  difaig;  bnttoahntvp^ 
forever,  if  possible,  the  best  nutfket  we  have  for 
o&r  exports,  and  to  confine  oorsetves  to  the  deuert 
and  scarcest  maikets  for  our  imports ;  and  this  is 
to  be  done  for  the  benefit  of  trade,  or,  as  it  is  some- 
times more  coneetly  said,  tor  the«enefit  of  Fnuioe. 
This  .language  is  not  a  little  inconsistent  aad 
strange  frtnn  those  who  recommend  a  non-import 
ation  agreement;  and  who  think  we  should  evea 
renotraee  the  sea,  and  devote  onrsetves  io  agrm^ 
tore.  Thtu,  to  make  our  trade  more  free,  it  is  to 
be  embarrassed  and  violently  shifted  from  (me 
eonntry  to  anothor ;  not  aoeoMing  to  the  interest 
of  tfce  miwhnntsibt  the  riaiMMrr  thMriet  ai 
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oapneiow  mdmess  «f  Ute  kgiskton.  To  amke 
ttade  better,  it  is  to  be  made  nothitig. 

So  iwr  as  commeree  and  BavigatioB  are  r^ard- 
edj  the  preteoees  for  thi««oatest  are  coofioed  to  two. 
We  are  not  allowed  to  carry  raanti&ctured  articles 
to  Qteat  Britain,  n<v  any  pnxiUictg,  except  of  our 
own  growth,  and  weare  not  permitted  to  go,  with 
our  own  vesseb,  to  the  West  Indies.  Tiie  forDoer, 
Vhich  is  a  provisim  of  the  Narigatiott  Act,  is  of 
little  iupc^aiwe  to  ma  iaterests,  as  o«r  trade  is 
diiefly  a  diceot  one ;  owr  slui^iBg  not  being  equal 
to  Uie  canyiag  for  other  aaunu;  ftnd  our  mania- 
fiMUured  articles  wa  not  famished  in  qnaotities 
for  exportation,  aod  if  they  were,  Qreat  Britain 
would  not  be  a  customer.  So  far,  therefore,  the 
restriction  is  rather  nominal  than  real.  The  ex- 
closicn  of  our  vessels  from  the  West  Indies  is  of 
more  iaiportttMe.  When  we  pfopose  to  make  an 
eftwt  to  force  a  privitoae  tttm  Great  Britain, 
which  she  is  loth  to  yield  to  us,  it  is  neoessary  to 
oompare  the  value  of  the  object  with  the  eai»rt, 
and,  above  all,  tocahmlate  very  warily  the  jwoba- 
bility  of  saceesst  A  trivial  tluu  deserves  not  a 
great  ezextion ;  much  less  otwht  we  to  stake  a 
very  great  good  in  possession  |or  a  dight  chance 
of  a  1^  good.  The  carriage  of  one  ulf  the  ex- 
norts  and  impwta  to  and  {torn  the  British  West 
udiM,  is  the  objeot  to  he  omtended  for.  Our 
iMe  e«9«xtt  to  Great  Britain  are  to  be  haxarded. 
We  sell  oia  terms  of  privilege  and  positive  bvor, 
as  it  has  been  abundantly  shown,  near  seven  mil* 
Umm  to  the  DtMniasonecSr  Oxeat  Britain.  We  are 
to  riA  the  privilege  in  this  great  amount— for 
what?  Fw  the  freight  imly  of  one  half  the  Bri- 
tish  West  India  trade  with  the  United  States.  It 
heloagiB  to  commeteial  men  to  calculate  the  entire 
value  of  the  frei^t  alluded  to;  but  it  cannot  bear 
much  proportion  to  the  amount  of  seven  millions. 
Besides,  if  we  are  denied  the  privilege  of  carrying 
our  articles  in  our  vessels  to  the  ishmds,  we  are  on 
a  footiitg  of  privilege  in  the  sale  of  them.  We 
have  one  pnvileg^  if  not  two.  It  is  readily  ad- 
mitted that  U  is  a  dlesHabie  thing  to  have  our  ve»> 
*els  allowed  to  go  to  the  Bngliah  islands,  but  the 
vflve  of  the  object  has  its  limits;  and  we  go  ua- 
Vusttfoahly  beycftd  them,  vrtiea  we  throw  our 
Kthole  flzpovts  into  cobAisiob,  and  nm  the  risk  ^ 
Joaof  o«r  beet  markets,  fix  Ike  sake  of  fiKOi^  a 
yimiBsioa  to  wnj  our  own  products  to  one  of 
ibosemafketo;  in  which,  too,  it  should  be  noticed, 
we  sell  much  less  than  we  do  to  Great  Britain 
herself.  Jf  to  this  we  add,  that  the  success  of  the 
CMtest  is  grounded  on  the  sangoine  and  passionate 
hypothesis  (tf  our  being  able  to  starve  the  islaod- 
which,  on  trial,  may  prove  ialse,  and  which 
tm  b«ing  involved  in  the  ww  would  overthrow 
at  once,  we  may  ooaeliide,  without  going  further 
iWto  th«j  discttssun,  that  prudeace  ffwbids  our  ea- 
gigwig  ia  the  haoards  of  a  commercial  war ;  that 
gvaat  things  should  qot  be  staled  agaiasttsuch  as 
aae  of  moeh  Urn  nhte;  thai  what  we  possess 
aheold  not  be  risked  for  what  we  desire,  without 
wnt  odds  IB  our  fimrs  ttiU  lass,  if  the  ehance  is 
iwutely  agvwst  us. 

If  these  noa<id<mftoar  should  &il  of  their  effect. 
it  mtU  be  mt^mn  to  go  in(»  m  OTWwnitiwt  «rf 


the  tendency  of  the  system  of  dlseriminatioo  to 
redress  and  avenge  aU  our  wrongs,  and  to  realize 
all  our  hopes. 

It  has  oeen  avowed,  that  we  are  to  look  to 
France,  not  to  England,  for  advanta^  in  trade ; 
we  are  to  show  oar  ^irit  and  to  manifest  towards 
those  who  are  called  enemies  the  spirit  of  enmity, 
and  towards  those  we  call  friends  something  more 
than  passive  good  will;  we  are  to  take  active 
measures  to  force  trade  out  of  its  uwustomed  chaa- 
nela,  and  to  shift  it  by  such  means  tnm.  Endand 
to  France.  The  care  of  the  eoneems  of  tl^ 
French  manufiurfttters  may  be  lef^  perhaps,  as 
well  in  the  hands  of  the  Cmvention,  as  to  be 
usurped  into  our  own.  However  our  zeal  might 
engage  us  to  interpose,  our  duty  to  our  oira  iinme> 
diate  constituents  demands  allour  attention.  To 
volunteer  it,  in  order  to  excite  competition  in  <me 
foreign  nation  to  supplant  another,i8  a  very  stnmge 
business ;  and  to  do  it,  as  it  has  been  irresistibly 
proved  it  will  happenu  at  the  chaige  and  cost  of 
our  own  citizens,  is  a  thing  equally  bey<»d  all  jB»> 
tification  and  aU  example.  What  is  it  but  to  tax 
our  own  people  for  a  time,  perhaps  for  a  louf 
time,  in  order  that  the  French  may  at  last  sell  as 
cheap  as  the  English? — cheaper  they  cannot,  nor 
is  it  so  much  as  pretended.  The  tax  will  be  a  loets 
to  OS,  and  the  fancied  tendency  of  it  aot  a  gain  to 
this  country,  ia  the  event,  but  to  France.  We 
shall  pay  more  for  a  time,  and  in  the  end  pay  no 
less;  for  no  object  but  that  one  nation  mav  re- 
ceive our  money  instead  of  the  other.  If  this  is 
generous  towards  Fianc^  it  is  not  just  to  Ameri^ 
ca ;  it  is  sacrificing  what  we  owe  to  our  constitu- 
ents, to  what  we  pretend  to  feel  towards  strangers. 
We  have  indeed  neard  a  very  ardent  profession  o{ 
gratitude  to  that  nation,  and  infinite  reliance  seems 
to  be  placed  on  her  readmess  to  sacrifice  her  inte- 
rest to  ours.  The  story  of  this  generous  strifis 
should  be  left  to  ornament  fiction.  This  is  not  the 
form  nor  the  occasion  to  discharge  our  obligations 
of  any  sort  to  any  foreign  nation ;  it  concerns  not 
our  ieelings  but  our  interests,  yet  the  debate  has 
often  soared  high  above  &e  smoke  of  business  into 
the  epic  region.  The  market  for  tobacco,  tar,  tur- 
pentine, and  pitch,  has  become  matter  of  sentiment, 
and  given  occasion  dtemat^y  to  rouse  our  courag* 
and  our  gratitude. 

If,  instead  of  hexameters,  we  prefer  discussing 
our  relation  to  foreign  nations  in  the  common  lan- 
guage, we  shall  not  find  that  we  are  bound  by 
treaty  to  establish  a  preference  in  fikvor  oi  the 
French.  The  treaty  is  founded  on  a  professed  re- 
ciprocity—&vot  for  lavor.  Why  is  the  princi]4« 
of  tte«^  or  no  treaty  made  so  essential,  when  the 
favor  we  an  gcdttg  to  give  is  an  act  (tf  supttciogii^ 
tion  ?  It  is  not  expected  by  one  of  the  natiass  im 
treaty  i  for  Holland  has  decuired.  in  her  treaty  with 
us,  that  such  {mferenees  are  the  fraitful  sewsaa 
ofanimo8ity,eiBharra8sment,andwBr.  ThePna^ 
have  set  no  such  example.  They  discriminate,  in 
their  late  Nav^ation  Ae^  not  as  we  are  tiAaiiei 
to  do,  between  nations  in  treaty  and  not  in  Heaty. 
bat  between  natifflu  at  war  and  not  at  war  with 
there}  so  that,  whanptaeatahaayhwet  Bngliwi  will 
•tARdbjAhatMtanNMfuwgrqiMiAvMi  otutttlTva 
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Mr.  Ames  proceeded  to  show,  that  if  we  expect 
hy  pwing  fiiTor  to  get  &Tor  in  return,  it  i$.impro- 

Sir  to  make  a  law.    The  business  belongs  to 
e  ExecntiTe,  in  whose  Imnds  the  Constitution 
has  placed  the  power  of  d«ding  with  foreign  na- 
tions. He  noticed  its  singularity  to  negotiate 
kgislatively — to  make  by  a  law  half  a  faai;gain, 
expecting  a  French  law  would  nu^e  the  other. 
He  remarked  that  the  footing,  of  treaty  or  no 
treaty,  was  different  from  the  f^onnd  taken  by  the 
mover  himself  in  sapporting  his  system.   He  had 
said  fVTor  for  favor  was  principle.  Nations  not 
in  treaty jg^ant  favors — those  in  treaty  restrict  our 
trade.    Tet  the  principle  of  discriminating  in 
&Tor  of  nations  in  trea^,  was  not  only  inconsist- 
ent with  the  declared  doctrine  of  the  mover  and 
with  &cts,  but  it  is  inconsistent  with  itself.  Na- 
tions not  in  trea^  are  so  very  oneqnally  operated 
vptm  by  tbe  resolations^  it  is  absord  to  refer  them 
te  one  principle.  Spam  and  Portngal  have  no 
treaties  with  us,  ana  are  not  disposed  to  bave.i 
Spaia  iroald  not  accede  to  the  treaty  of  commerce 
between  ns  and  France,  though  she  was  invited ; 
Portngal  would  not  sign  a  treaty  after  it  had  been 
diseased  and  signed  on  our  ntrt.  They  have  few 
^ps  or  manofitcturet,  and  do  not  feed  their  Colo- 
nies from  ns ;  of  coarse  Aere  is  little  for  the  dis- 
crimination to  operate  upon.    The  operation  on 
nations  in  treaty  is  equally  a  satire  on  the  princi- 
ple of  discrimination.    Bweden,  with  whom  we 
nave  a  treaty^daties  rice  higher,  if  borne  in  our 
bottoms,  than  in  her  own.  France  does  the  like, 
in  respect  to  tobacco,  two  and  a  half  livres  the 
gamtaJ,  which  in  effect  prohibits  our  vessels  to 
freight  tobacco,  as  the  duty  is  more  llwn  tbe 
ft«i^ht  He  then  reimxked  on  the  Fmeh  Navi- 
gation Act,  the  infonnatiott  of  which  had  been 
given  to  the  Honse  since  the  debate  began.  He 
Mid  ilie  mover  had,  somewhat  miluckily,iffoposed 
to  except  from  this  system  nations  having  no 
Navigation  Acts,  in  which  case  Prance  would  be- 
e<»ne  the  subject  of  unfriendly  discrimination  as 
wdl  as  Great  Britain. 

He  remarked  on  tiie  ^sposition  of  England  to 
settle  a  commercial  treaty^  and  advened^  to  the 
known  deure  of  the  Marqais  of  Lansdowne,  (then 
Prime  Minuter.)  in  1783,  to  form  such  an  one  on 
the  most  liberal  principles.  The  history  of  that 
business,  and  the  causes  which  prevented  its  con- 
clusion, ou^t  to  be  made  known  to  the  public. 
The  powers  given  to  our  Ministers  were  revoked, 
and  yet  we  hear  that  no  such  dispositi<m  on  the 
part  of  Great  %itain  has  existed.  The  declata- 
lion  of  Mr.  Pitt  in  Pariiament,  in  June,  1792,  as 
mil  ts  the  eonespctndenee  wiA  Mr.  Hammond, 
Acm  a  desire  to  enter  upon  a  negotiation.  The 
statement  tit  (he  report  on  the  priTileffes  and  re- 
ttrietionsof  our  commerce,  that  Great  Britain  has 
dkown  no  incKnation  to  meddle  with  the  subject, 
seems  to  be  incorrect.  A^  tracing  the  operation 
of  the  resolution  on  different  nations,  he  examined 
the  supposed  tendency  to  dispose  Gnat  Britain  to 
settle  an  equitable  treaty  witn  tbts  eountry.  He 
asked  vriietner  those  who  held  such  tangmge  to- 
wards i^t  nation  as  he  heard,  could  be  suroosed 
to  deirire  a  tteaty  and  f^ieadly  feottaexioB?  ft 


seemed  to  be  thought  a  merit  to  express  hatredi.. 
It  is  common  and  natural  to  desire  to  annoy  tad 
to  crush  those  whom  we  hate,  but  it  is  stnneiriut 
singular  to  pretend  that  the  design  of  our  anger  it 
to  embrace  them.  The  tendency  of  angry  mea^ 
sures  to  friendly  dispositions  and  arrangements  is 
not  obvious.  We  affect  to  believe  that  we  afaaB 
quarrel  ourselves  into  their  good  wilt— that  we- 
shatl  beat  a  new  path  to  i>eace  and  friendship  wilk 
Great  Britain,  one  that  is  grown  up  witii  tnonu^ 
and  lined  with  men-traps  and  spring-gims.  It 
should  be  called  tht  war-path. 

To  do  justice  to  the  subject,  its  promised  advan- 
tages should  be  examined.  Exciting  the  compe- 
tition  of  the  French  is  to  prove  an  advantage  to 
this  country^  by  opening  a  new  market  with  thttt 
nation.  This  is  scarcely  intelligible.  If  it  means 
anything,  it  is  an  admission  that  their  maiket  is 
not  a  goM  one^  at  dtat  Aey  lave  not  taken  mea- 
sures to  favor  our  traffic  with  them.  In  either 
case  our  system  is  absurd.  The  balance  of  tradfe 
is  against  ns,  and  in  fkvor  of  England.  But  the 
resolotitms  can  only  aggravate  tne  evil,  fen')  hf 
compelling  us  to  bay  dearer  and  sell  cheaper,  the 
balance  wul  be  turned  stifi  more  against  our  coun- 
try. Neither  is  the  supply  from  France  less  tin 
aliment  of  laxury  than  Uiat  from  Bng^nd.  Thei^ 
excess  of  credit  is  an  evil  which  we  pretend  to 
cure :  by  checking  the  natural  growth  of  our  own 
cai»tal,  which  is  (he  undoubt«I  tendency  of  re- 
straining trade,  the  prwress  of  the  remedy  is  thus 
delayed.  If  we  will  trade,  there  must  be  capital.  It 
is  best  to  have  it  of  our  own ;  if  we  have  it  not, 
we  must  depend  on  credit.  Wraith  springs  from 
the  profits  of  employment,  and  the  best  writers  on 
Ae  sttlgtet  estauish  it,  that  employment  is  in  pro- 
portion to  die  caiHtal  that  is  to  excite  add  teirwHi 
It 

To  strike  tiff  credit,  iriii^  is  the  substitute  ft* 
capital,  if  it  were  possible  to  do  it,  would  so  fkt 
stop  employment.  Fortunately,  it  is  not  possible; 
the  activity  of  individual  industry  eludes  the  mis- 
judipng  power  of  Governments.  The  resolutions 
would,  in  effect,  increase  the  demand  for  credit; 
as  our  products  sdling  for  less  in  a  new  maiket 
and  our  imports  being  Dought  dearer,  there  would 
be  less  money  and  more  need  of  it.  Necessity 
would  produce  credit  Where  the  laws  are  strict 
it  will  soon  find  its  proper  level ;  the  uses  of  credit 
will  remain,  and  the  evil  will  disappear. 

But  the  whole  theory  of  balances  of  trade,  of 
hdping  it  by  restraint  and  protectiag  it  by 
terns  or  prohibition  and  restriction  against  foraga 
nations,  as  well  as  the  remedr  for  credit,  ar^ 
among  the  exploded  dogmas  wnieh  are  equaUf 
refbtra  by  tiie  maxims  m  science  and  tiie  anthoi<> 
itroftime.  Bbny  such  topics  have  been  advanced 
wnich  were  known  to  exist  as  prejudices,  but  were 
not  expected  as  ai^mentB.  It  seems  m  be  be- 
lieved that  the  liberty  of  commerce  is  of  some 
value.  Although  there  are  restrictions  on  one  side, 
there  will  be  some  liberty  left;  counter  restric- 
tions, by  diminishing  that  fiberty,  are  in  their  na- 
ture a^ravations,  and  not  remedies.  We  com'* 
plain  of  the  British  restrictions  as  of  a  mfllstatte; 
oar  own  vfittm  will  be  aaoAer,  so  tfaat  oar  trade 
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maj  hope  to  be  situated  between  tlie  nppet  and 

the  nether  millstone. 

On  the  whole,  the  resolutions  contain  two  great 
nrinciples.  To, control  trade  by  law,  instead  of 
learing  it  to  the  better  management  of  the  mer- 
chants, and  the  principle  of  a  sumptuary  law.  To 
^y  (he  tyrant  in  the  countiog-house^  and  in  di- 
recting the  private  expenses  of  otir  citizens,  are 
•mplojrments  equally  unworthy  of  discussioo. 

Besides  the  adnntages  of  the  system^  we  hare 
been  called  to  another  view  of  it,  and  which  seems 
to  hare  less  connexion  with  the  merits  of  the  dis- 
Musion.  The  acts  of  States  and  the  rotes  of  public 
bodies,  before  the  Constitution  was  adopted,  and 
the  rotes  of  the  House  since,  hare  been  stated  as 
grounds  for  our  assent  to  this  measure  at  this  time. 
To  help  our  own  trade,  to  repel  any  real  or  sup- 
posed attack  upon  it,  cannot  fail  to  prepossess  the 
mind ;  accordingly^  the  first  feelings  of  erery  man 
yield  to  this  propoaition.  But  the  sober  judgment 
on  the  tendency  and  reasonableness  of  the  inter- 
meddling of  Gtoreroment,  often  does,  and  probably 
ought  stul  oftener,  to  chan|[e  our  impressions.  On 
a  second,  riew  of  the  question,  the  man  who  roted 
formerly  for  restrictions  may  say,  much  has  been 
d(me  under  the  new  Constitutiim,  aui  the  good 
eflisots  are  yet  making  jwogress.  The  necessity  of 
measures  of  counter  restriction  will  appear  to  him 
much  less  urgent  and  their  efficacr  in  the  present 
turbulent  state  oi  Europe  infinitely  less  to  be  re- 
lied (m.  Far  from  beiog  inconsistent  in  his  con- 
duct, consistency  will  forbid  his  pressing  the  ex- 
periment of  his  principle  under  circumstances 
which  baffle  the  hopes  of  its  success.  But  if  so 
much  stress  is  laid  on  former  opinions  in  faror  of 
this  measure,  how  happens  it  that  there  is  so  little 
on  that  which  now  appears  aoainst  it.  Not  one 
merchant  has  spoken  in  foror  of  it  in  this  body  j  not 
one  narigating  or  commercial  State  has  patron- 
ized it. 

Mr.  Ahbb  then  entered  pretty  fully  into  the 
consideration  of  the  absolute  dependence  of  the 
British  West  India  islands  on  our  supplies.  He 
admitted  that  they  cannot  draw  them  so  well  and 
•0  cheap  from  any  other  quarter;  but  this  is  not 
the  point.  Are  they  physurally  dependent  1  Can 
we  starre  them  1  Ana  mxf  we  reasonably  expect 
thus  to  dictate  to  Great  Britain  a  free  admission 
of  our  ressels  into  her  islands  1  He  went  into  de- 
tails to  prove  the  negatire.  Beef  and  pork  sent 
from  the  now  United  States  to  the  British  West 
Indies,  1773, 14,993  barrels.  In  the  war  time,  1780, 
ditto  from  England,  17,795.  At  the  end  of  the 
war,  1783,  16,526.  Ireland  exported,  on  an  are- 
zage  of  seven  years,  prior  to  1777,  250,000  barrels. 
Salted  fish  the  English  take  in  abundance,  and 
prohibit  it  from  us.  Butter  and  cheese  from  Eog- 
landand  Irdand  are  but  lately  banished  even  from 
oar  markets.  Exports  from  the  now  United 
States,  1773:  horses,  2,768;  cattle,  1,203;  sheep 
■■d  hogs,  5,320.  Twenty-two  years  prior  to  1791, 
were  exported  from  England  to  all  ports,  29,131 
horses.  Ireland,  on  an  arerage  of  seren  years,  to 
1779,  e^rted  4,040  lire  stock,  exclusire  of  hogs. 
The  coast  of  Barbary,  the  Cape  de  Verds,  dbc, 
Wffpty  sheep  and  cattle.  The  isluidav  since  -the 


war,  have  increased  their  domestic  supjdies  to  a 
great  degree.  The  now  United  States  exported 
about  130,000  barrels  of  flour  in  1773  to  the  West 
Indies;  Ireland,  by  grazing  less,  could  supply 
wheat ;  England  also  usually  exports  it,  she  also 
imports  (rom  ArchangeL  Sicily  and  the  Barbary 
States  furnish  wheat  m  abundance. 

We  are  deceived  when  we  fancy  we  can  starve 
foreign  eonntries.  France  is  reckoned  to  consume 
grain  at  the  rate  of  seven  bushels  to  each  soul: 
twenty-six  millions  of  soub,  the  quantity  182  mil- 
lions of  busheb.  We  export,  to  speak  in  round 
numbers,  five  or  six  millions  of  bushels  to  all  the 
different  countries  which  we  supply;  a  trifle,  this, 
to  their  wants.  Frugality  is  a  greater  resource. 
Instead  of  seren  bushels,  perhaps  two  could  be 
sared  by  stinting  the  consumption  of  the  food 
cattle,  or  by  the  use  of  other  food.  Two  busheb 
sared  to  each  soul,  is  fifty-two  millions  of  busheb, 
a  quantity  which  tne  whole  trading  world  perhaps 
could  not  furnish.  Rice  is  said  to  be  prohibited 
by  Spain  and  Portugal  to  favor  their  own.  Brazil 
could  supply  their  rice  instead  of  ours.  Lumber — 
he  stated  the  danger  of  despising  Canada  and  No> 
ra  Scotia  too  much  as  rirab  in  the  West  India 
supply,  especially  the  former.  The  dependence 
the  English  had  placed  on  them  some  years  ago 
had  &Ued.  partly  because  we  entered  into  compe- 
tition with  them  on  very  superior  terms,  and  part- 
ly because  they  were  then  in  an  infant  state.  They 
are  now  supposed  to  hare  considerably  more  than 
doubled  their  numbers  since  the  peace;  and  if,  inr 
stead  of  baring  us  for  competitors  for  the  suj^y, 
as  before,  we  should  shut  ourselres  out  by  refusii^ 
our  sumilies'or  being  refused  entry  for  them,  those 
two  Colonies  would  rise  from  the  ground:  at  least 
we  should  do  more  to  bring  it  about  than  the  Erig^ 
lUh  Ministry  had  been  able  to  do.  In  1772,  679 
ressels,  the  actual  tonnage  of  which  was  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight  thousand,  were  emploved 
in  the  West  India  trade  from  Great  Britain.  Tnw 
were  supposed,  on  good  ground,  to  be  but  half 
freighted  to  the  islaius ;  tlwy  might  carry  lumber, 
and  the  freight  supposed  to  Be  deficient  would  he. 
at  40s.sterling  the  ton.  £128,000.  Thu  sum  would 
diminish  the  extra  cna^  of  currying  lumber  to 
the  islands.  But  is  lumber  to  be  hftd  1  Yes,  in 
Germany,  and  from  the  Baltic.  It  is  even  cheapw 
in  Europe  than  our  own.  Besides  which,  the  hard 
woods  used  in  mills  are  abundant  in  the  islands. 
We  are  told  they  can  sell  their  rum  only  to  the 
United  States :  this  concerns  not  their  subsistence, 
but  their  profit.  Examine  it,  howerer.  In  1773, 
the  now  United  States  took  near  three  millions 
sallons  mm.  The  remaining  British  Coloniea, 
Newfoundland,  and  the  African  Coast,  hare  con- 
siderable demand  for  this  article.  The  demand  <^ 
Ireland  is  rery  much  on  the  increase.  It  was,  in 
1763,  530,000  gallons;  1770,  1,558,000  gallons; 
1778, 1,729,000  gallons. 

Thus  we  see  a  total  stof^nge  of  the  West  India 
trade  could  not  starre  the  isluders.  It  would  af- 
fect us  deeply;  we  should  lose  the  sale  of  our  pro- 
duct and  of  eoursc  not  gain  tl^  carriage  in  oar 
own  vessels.  The  object  of  the  contest  would  b* 
no  neara  our  reach  than  before.  Instead,  faawev«r, 
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of  t  total  stojmage  of  the  intercoune,  it  might 
happen  that  eaca  nation  prohibitise  the  vessela  of 
tbe  other,  some  third  nation  woum  carry  on  the 
traffic  in  its  own  bottoms.  While  this  measure 
woold  disarm  our  system,  it  would  make  it  recoil 
vpoa  ourselves.  It  would  in  effect  operate  chiefly 
to  obstruct  the  sale  of  our  products,  if  they  should 
remain  unsold,  it  would  be  so  much  dead  loss;  or 
if  the  effect  should  be  to  raise  the  price  on  the  oon- 
snmers,  it  would  either  lessen  the  consumption  or 
imise  np  riTals  is  the  supply.  The  contest  as  it 
ra8{>ect8  the  West  India  trade  is  in  erery  respect 
uiunst  OS.  To  embarrass  the  soi^y  fnun  the 
United  States,  supposing  the  went  as  it  regards 
tbe  planters,  can  ao  no  more  than  enhance  the 
mice  of  sugar  and  coffee,  and  other  products.  The 
Fmtch  isluids  are  now  in  ruins,  and  the  English 
planters  bare  an  increased  price  and  double  de- 
mand in  consequence.  While  Great  Britain  coa- 
fined  the  Colony  trade  to  heraeli;  she  gave  to  tbe 
Colonists  in  return  a  monopoly  in  her  consumption 
of  West  India  articles.  Tbe  extra  expense  arising 
from  theseverest  oper^ion  of  our  system,  is  already 
prorided  against  two-fold.  Like  other  charges  on 
the  products  of  labor  and  capital,  the  burden  will 
fail  on  the  consumer.  The  Inxurioos  and  opulmt 
consumer  in  Europe  will  not  reg^ard  and  perhaps 
will  not  know  the  increase  of  price  nor  the  cause 
of  it.  The  new  settler  who  uears  his  land,  and 
Bells  the  lumber,  will  feel  any  eraTOluon  in  the 
mnrket  mwe  sensibly  without  being  able  to  bus- 
tnin  it  at  all.  It  isacontest  of  wealth  against  want; 
of  aelMenial,  between  luxury  and  daily  subsiBtence, 
that  we  proTOke  with  w  innch  confidence  of  suc- 
cess. A  man  of  experience  in  the  West  India  trade 
will  see  this  contrast  more  strongly  than  it  is  pos- 
sible to  represent  it. 

One  of  the  excellencies  for  which  the  measure 
is  recommended  is,  that  it  will  affect  our  imports. 
What  is  offered  as  an  argument  is  really  an  ob- 
jection. Who  will  supply  our  wants  1  Oux  own 
manufactures  are  growing,  and  it  is  a  subject  of 
great  satisfaction  that  they  are.  But  it  would  be 
wrong  to  ormte  their  capacity  to  clothe  us.  The 
same  number  of  inhabitants  require  more  and 
nore,  because  wraith  increases.  Add  to  this  the 
nfid  growth  of  our  numbers,  and  pwhaps  U  will 
be  c<wrect  to  estimate  the  Kogress  of  mannfiictnres 
«sanly_ keeping  pace  with  that  c^onrincreasing  con- 
smnptiMi  and  population.  It  foUowv  that  we  shall 
eootune  to  demand  in  Ihtureto  the  amount  of  our 
presttit  importation.  It  is  not  intended  by  tbe  re- 
solutiwu  that  we  shall  import  from  England.  H<d- 
land  and  tbe  North  of  Europe  do  not  Aimish  a  suf- 
ficient variety  or  sufficient  quantity  for  our  con- 
•nmptioa.  It  is  in  vain  to  looV  to  Spain,  Portugal, 
and  the  Italian  Slates.  We  are  expected  to  depend 
priDcipolly  upon  France ;  it  is  impossible  to  exa- 
mine tbe  ground  of  this  dependence  withovt  ad- 
verting to  the  present  situation  of  that  country. 
It  is  a  subject  upon  which  I  jKaetise  no  disguise, 
bat  1  do  not  think  it  proper  to  introduce  the  pep- 
tics of  France  into  this  discussitHi.  If  others  can 
find  in  the  scenes  tlut  pass  there,  or  in  the  princi- 
ples and  agents  that  duect  then,  pK^er  svbjeets 
tDt  awfate  iifmea  ud'aounes  im  joy  ud  hi^e  in 
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the  prospect,  I  hav^  nothmg  to  say  to  it.  It  is  an 
amusement  which  it  is  not  my  mtention  either 
to  disturb  or  to  partake  of.  I  turn  from  these  hor- 
rors to  examine  the  condition  of  France  in  respeet 
to  manufacturing  capital  and  industry.  In  diis 
point  ctf  view,  whatever' political  improvements 
may  be  hoped  for,  it  cannot  escape  observatioa, 
that  it  presents  only  a  wide  field  oi  waste  and  de- 
solation. Capital,  which  used  to  be  food  for  mann- 
iactures,  is  become  their  fueL  What  once  nour- 
ished industry,  now  lights  the  fires  <tf  civil  war, 
and  quickens  the  pn^ressof  deetruetiai.  Franee 
is  like  a  ship,  with  a  fine  ear^  burning  to  the 
water's  edge,  she  may  be  built  upon  anew,  and 
freighted  with  anothor  ea^:o,  and  it  will  be  time 
enough  when  that  shall  be,  to  depend  on  a  part  a( 
it  for  our  supi^y ;  at  present,  ana  for  many  yean^ 
she  will  be  not  so  much  a  furnisher  as  aeonmmer. 
It  is  therefore  obvious,  that  we  shall  import  our 
supplies  either  directly  or  indireetly  from  Great 
Britain.  Any  obstruction  to  the  importation  will 
raise  the  price  which  we  who  consume  must  bear. 

That  part  of  the  a^ument  which  rests  on  the 
su]^>osea  distress  of  the  British  manufactures  in 
consequence  of  the  loss  of  our  market,  is  in  every 
view  unfounded.  They  would  not  lose  tbe  market 
in  Aict,  and  if  they  did,  should  we  {vodigiously 
exanerate  the  importance  of  our  consumption  to 
the  British  workmen?  Important  it  doubtleis 
but  a  little  attention  will  exjNMe  the  extreme  faHY 
of  the  opinion,  that  they  would  he  brought  to  our 
feetbyatrialofonrselfdenyingspirit.  ElnglaDdnow 
suKwnts  France  in  the  importaiu  Leraut  trade, 
in  the  supply  of  manufactured  goods  to  the  East 
and  in  a  great  measure  to  the  West  Indies,  to 
Spain,  Portugal,  and  their  dependencies.  Her 
tmde  with  Russia  has  of  late  vastly  increased ;  and 
she  is  treating  for  a  trade  with  China ;  so  that  the 
new  demands  of  English  manufactures,  ctmsequeat 
upon  the  depression  of  France  as  a  rival,  has 
amounted  to  much  more  than  the  whole  Ameri- 
can importatiim,  which  is  not  three  millions. 
British  manu&ctures  exported 

in  1773,  amounted  to       -         •  je9^417i>00 

1774  -   .     -         -         -  10,fi6e^ 

1775  -  10,078,000 

1789  -  13,770,000 

1790  ....  14,921,000 

1791  -  -  -  .  16,810,000 
1793     -         -         -         -  18,310,000 

The  ill  effect  of  a  svstem  of  restriction  and  pro- 
hibition in  the  West  Indies  has  been  noticed  auea- 
dy.  The  privil^fes  allowed  to  our  exporta  to 
j^^Und  may  be  withdmni,  and  prohibitory  or 
high  duties  imposed.  Mr.  A.  observed  that  not 
one  of  our  articles  is  a  monopoly,  and  notieed  the 
effect  of  counter  resnlations  on  our  imduots.  He 
adverted  partioulany  to  pot  and  pearl  a^e&  and 
obso-ved  on  the  value  of  the  extensive  sale  of  that 
article,  as  it  advances  the  clearing  and  settlement  of 
our  new  lands  j  he  said,  the  eneouragemmt 
for  agriculture  is  a  good  market. 

The  system  before  us  is  a  mischief  that  goes  to 
tbe  root  of  our  prosperity.  The  meiehms  wfll 
soifer  by .  the  sehemes  and  protects  of  a  nevr  tbecof. 
Oicnt  nmbers  mie  ramect  by  tlw  eoiindsMH 
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of  177S.  They  ue  u  oc4ef  of  eittcens  desenriog 
belter  of  Gorerament  than  to  be  involved  in  new 
ooafonoDs.  It  is  wrong  to  make  our  trade  wage 
wmr  for  oar  politics,  a  is  now  ncarcely  said  tlut 
it  is  a  thing  tn  be  sooght  for  btit  a  weapon  to  fig^t 
with.  To  gain  oar  approbation  to  the  system,  we 
a>e  told  it  IS  to  be  gradoally  establisheid ;  in  that 
case,  it  will  be  anarailing.  It  sboald  be  begun 
with  in  all  its  strength,  if  we  think  of  starring  the 
isfainds.  Drive  them  suddenly  and  by  sorpnse  to 
exttCTiity,  if  yon  would  dictate  terms,  but  they 
will  prepare  againat  a  loBg*expected  &ilure  of  our 
anmmes. 

Our  natioB  will  b«  tired  of  suffering  loss  snd  em- 
kurmsMnent  for  the  Preneh.  The  riee  growers 
and  tobacco  pltatera  of  the  Soatii  will  be,  and 
amgttt  to  be,  soon  weary  of  a  oontett  which  they 
are  told  is  to  benefit  ship  owners  of  the  Bast.  The ' 
■tn^ggle,  M  painfoi  to  ooraelres,  so  inefiecttml 
a^HUst  Bogland,  will  be  reuooneed,  aad  we  shall 
SK  down  with  shame  and  loss,  with  disappointed 
passions  and  ag^prarated  compWiuts.  War,  ■which 
wouM  then  suit  our  fe^iius,  would  not  rait  onr 
weakness.  We  might  peraaps  find  some  Bnro- 
pean  Power  willing  to  make  war  on  En^^and,  and 
we  might  be  permitted  by  a  stiict  alliaaoe  to  par- 
take the  misary  and  the  dependence  of  being  a 
eabaltem  in  the  quarrel.  The  haniineas  of  uiis 
sitBaticHi  seems  to  be  in  view  when  the  system  be- 
fon  OS  is  aTOwed  to  be  tlw  iastnimait  of  arei^ 
ing  onr  polities  resentmoits.  Those  wbo  affect 
to  dreaa  foreigB  influeaee  will  do  well  to  avoid  a 
partnoshtp  ki  Bnropeaa  jealottsiesand  rival Aips. 
Coarting  the  friendMup  «  the  one,  and  provokiBg 
die  hatred  of  the  other,  is  dangerous  to  our  real  in- 
defiendenoe}  for  it  wonld  compel  America  to  throw 
herself  into  the  arms  of  the  one  for  protection 
against  the  other.  Then  foreign  influence,  penu- 
eaeus  as  it  is,  would  be  sought  for,  and  though  it 
shouldbeshunnedjitcoBldaotberesisted.  Thecon- 
aexioas  of  trade  form  ties  between  4ndividaids 
and  produce  little  cmtrol  over  €k»venuikent.  They 
are  the  ties  of  pcae^  and  an  aether  cormpt  nor 
eoirnpting. 

hk  (he  eouiee  of  hia  speech,  Mr.  A.  adverted  to 
tike  danger  of  cutting  on  a  part  of  the  puUio  reve- 
mA  hf  die  operation  of  the  proposed  reg^tions. 

&  lenarbd  upon  the  hostile  tendency  of  die 
lasoltitMnis ;  we  have  happily  escaped  from  a  state 
of  die  most  imminent  danger  to  our  peaoe.  A 
ftlse  step  would  lose  all  the  security  for  its  oon- 
tuuiance  which  we  owe  at  l3a»  momMt  to  the  con- 
4mot  of  tke  Pbisisbht.  What  is  to  save  us  from 
war;  not  om  own  power  which  inspires  terror; 
not  the  gentle  and  fotbeariug  spirit  of  the  Powers 
ef  Enrope  at  diis  crisis} not  the  weakness  of  Eng^ 
land ;  nor  her  afikction  for  this  country ;  if  we  be- 
tieve  tke  assnnuwes  of  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side.  Whatis  it  tbn?  It  istkc  interest  of  Qreat 
Britain  U>  have  America  for  a  costosaer,  lather  than 
an  enemy.  And  it  is  pveciselT  that  interest  which 
gendemen  are  so  eag«  to  takeaway,  and  to  trans- 
MT  to  Fiance.  AndwhatisMtaagcrstfflj  tbey  say 
their  rely  on  diat  operatioa  as  a  means  of  ^edne- 
ing  peace  with  the  Indiansand  Algemei.  The 
madsinflielodenQteacBflitain^ew  enaity, 


are  expected  to  txtite  her  to  sup^eate  onr  friend- 
snip  and  to  appease  us  by  sootning  the  animosity 
of  our  enemies. 

What  is  to  produce  effects  so  mystical,  so  oppo- 
site to  tbenature,  so  much  exceeding  the  efficacy  of 
their  pretended  causes?  This  wonder-working 
paper  on  the  tabte,  is  the  weapon  of  terror  and 
destruction — like  the  writing  on  Belshazzar's  widl, 
it  is  to  strike  parliaments  and  nations  with  dis- 
may. It  is  to  be  stronger  than  fleets  against  piratra, 
or  than  aimies  i^iainst  Indians.  After  die  exami- 
natitm  it  hBstrnde^^one,  crednlity  itself  will  lan^ 
at  these  pretensions. 

We  pretend  to  expect  not  by  the  force  of  onr 
reetrietions,  bat  by  me  mere  show  of  our  ^lirit,  to 
levd  all  the  foncee  that  have  gtiarded  for  agea  the 
monopoly  of  the  Colony  trade. 

The  repeal  of  the  Navigation  Act  of  Bngln&d, 
vriiich  is  oberished  as  the  palladium  of  her  nfety, 
which  time  has  rendered  venerable  and  prosperity 
endeared  to  her  peoj^e,  is  to  be  extorted  from  her 
fears  of  a  weaker  nation.  It  is  not  to  be  yidded 
fredy,  but  vi<rfaitly  toni  from  hst  j  and  ret  the 
idea  «  a  stru^le  to  prevent  indi^ity  and  lose,  it 
considered  as  a  chimera  too  ridiculous  for  sober 
refutation.  She  wiU  not  dare,  say  they,  to  resent 
it,  and  gentlemen  have  pledged  thenuelves  for  the 
cortain  suocess  of  the  attempt;  what  is  treated  as 
a  phantom  is  Tonehed  by  met  Her  Navigatim 
Aot  is  knotni  Id  fiave  caused  an  immediate  eon- 
test  with  the  Duteh,  a»l  four  desperate  sea-fights 
nisued,  in  consnpence,  the  very  year  of  its  pas- 
sage. How  far  it  IS  an  act  of  ajiigression  for  a  neu- 
tral natiott  to  assist  the  supplies  of  one  net^hbor, 
and  to  annoy  and  distress  another,  at  the  crisis  of 
a  contest  between  the  two,  which  stmtns  their 
strength  to  the  utmost,  is  a  question  which  we 
might  not  agree  in  declmng.  But  the  tendency  of 
suen  unreasonable  pertiauty,  to  exasperate  the 
smrit  of  hostility  against  the  intruder,  cannot  be 
doubted.  The  language  of  the  E^reiMh  Govern* 
meat  wonld  not  soothe  this  spirit 

It  proposes,  on  the  sole  condition  of  a  political 
coimexion,  to  extend  to  us  a  part  of  their  West  In- 
dia conuieree.  The  eoincidenee  of  our  measores 
with  didr  invitatiens,  howevn  singular,  needs  no 
eoBunent  <V  all  men,  those  ere  least  efmaisceat^ 
yHio  beliere  fn  Ae  eflmer  of  ^  rmilations,  waa 
yet  aflfect  to  ridicule  ^eir  nostUe  tciraency.  In  the 
eommeicial  cofl^ct  say  they,  we  shall  surely  pre- 
vail and  efieetually  humUe  ureat  Britain.  In  opeB 
war  we  are  d»  maker,  and  shall  be  bmwiit  into 
danger,  if  not  to  ruin.  It  depends,  therefore,  ae- 
eording  to  their  own  reasoning^  on  Qreat  Britain 
herself  whether  die  will  persist  in  a  stn^^e 
which  will  dugrace  and  weaken  her,  or  torn  it 
into  a  war  whira  wiU  throw  the  shaeto  and  raia 
upon  her  antagonist.  The  toiues  which  fUmisIi 
argument  to  show  the  daa^r  to  our  peace  from 
the  resoludMs^  are  too  froitfU  to  be  exhausted. 
But  without  parstting  them  further,  die  ex^ 
ricaee  of  mankind  has  shown  that  eoennereid 
rivalships-,  which  spring  frnn  matnd  efforts  for 
monopoly,  have  umM  move  wan  and  waatefi 
the  eudi  uoie  than  the  spirit  ti  eonqtwat 

He  hoped  «« iheald  show  by  onr  Tofe}  dMt  w« 
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deem  it  better  polioy  to  feed  mtions  tJum  to  stwrve 
them,  and  that  we  should  oerer  iw  so  unwise  as 
to  pat  our  good  eastomers  into  a  utoation  to  be 
£itfeed  to  Quute  every  eotertioa  to  do  without  us. 
By  cherisbin;  the  art^  of  pe^Rce,  we  shall  acquire, 
au  we  are  aetoally  acqulriJ^'  the  strmgth  and 
reaottrces  for  a  war.  Instead  of  seeking  treaties, 
we  onebt  to  Ana  them,  for  the  later  they  shall  be 
fiwmed,  tl)«  bettw  will  be  the  term^— we  shall  have 
nan  to  «Te  mi  note  to  withhold.  We  have 
Boc  fet  taken  our  praper  nak,  wur  aeqnired  that 
coauaderatifMi,  which  will  not  be  zefuaed  us  if  we 
persist  in  pradent  and  pacific  cowiaBlaL  if  we  gire 
time  for  our  streefth  to  matnie  itoelf.  Thiwgh 
Amcffica  is  riungwitha  giantV^attraigth,  its  bones 
aie  yet  hat  carduges.  By  delaying 
<tf  a  emfiiet,  we  insure  the  victory. 

Bf  rad^  out  die  rew^tioos,  we  shall  show  to 
oar  own  «tizsiw,  and  foreign  nations,  that  onr 
imdenee  has  prevailed  over  our  prejudices,  that 
we  ptefer  qur  interests  to  our  resentments.  Let 
us  assert  a  genuine  ind^ndenee  of  spirit;  we 
ahaU  be  &lse  to  our  duty  and  fedugs  as  Aneri- 
cawk  if  we  basely  deseend  to  aswrUed^Mndenec 
oo  Fraaee  or  Great  Britain. 

When  Mr.  Ambs  had  cc^duded,  the  Gonmhtee 
rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

TtJBBOAT,  January  28. 

A  memorial  of  the  Delegates  from  the  several 
Societies  formed  in  different  puts  of  the  United 
States,  for  promoting  the  abolition  of  slavery,  in 
Convention  assemUed,  at  Philadelphia,  on  the 
first  instant,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  that  Congress  may  adopt  such  measures 
as  may  be  the  most  effectual  and  expedient  for  the 
abcdition  of  the  stave  trade.  Also,  a  memorial  of 
the  Providence  Society  for  abolishing  the  slave 
indc^  to  the  aame  efiect. 

(Mend,  That  the  said  memorials  be  referred 
to  Idr.  TRDUBtTLi^  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Giles,  Mr. 
Talbot,  and  Mr.  Grove  ;  that  they  do  <ffamine 
the  matter  thereof^  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
t^anion  theruipon,  to  the  tlouse, 

A  petition  oi  Philip  Peckham,  of  Providence,  in 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  was  presented  to  the 
Bouse  and  read,  praying  compensation  for  his 
services  in  superintending  the  building  and  repairs 
of  boats,  employed  by  order  of  Major  General  Sul- 
livan, for  the  use  (n  the  American  Army,  during 
the  late  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  with  iastruetion  to  exa- 
mine the  same,  and  report  hisjopinion  thereapon 
lotheUonie, 

nffiNCB  BBFUOBBS. 

A  poitvm  of  Peter  Gauvain  and  Louis  Du- 
boaqb  >a  behalf  of  the  French  refugees  of  Cape 
Pzaaifois,  now  at  Baltimore,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  prayilDg  that  Congress  will  speed- 
ily decide  on  tbe  memoiial  of  the  oommittee  ap- 
Doioted  by  the  Legislatqn  of  Maryland,  do  draw 
fev,,a«d  diatnhvte,  th*  momya  gnatad  by  that 


State  for  the  relief  of  the  French  oioigianta  from 
the  Island  of  St.  Domingo. 

Mr.  Mdbaay  moved  tnat  it  should  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  (he  Whole  on  the  sUte  o( 
the  Union,  along  with  the  report«f  the  select  com- 
mittee upon  it  He  thought  it  would  be  an  act  of 
humanity  to  relieve  the  persons  mentioned  in  the 
petition.  And  if  that  was  improper,  be  thoi^ht 
that  the  next  greatest  act  of  humanity  which 
could  be  done,  was  to  relieve  them  from  suspense. 

Mr.  Clark  was  of  qtinion  that  the  natter 
should  be  instantly  taken  tup,  as  the  fund  for  thdr 
relief  expired  on  the  2d  of  February  next 

Mr.  HuMTSR,  from  South  CaroUna,  mentioneA 
a  remarki^te  exertion  of  benevoleape  respecting 
persons  of  this  kind,  which  had  taken  place  in  that 
State.  The  motion  wa*  agreed  to,  and  the  Hotue 
directly  resolved  ttaelf  into  a  CommiUee  on  th^ 
question. 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded,  that  the  Pre- 
BiDBHT  be  authorized  to  pay  $10,000  of  the  public 
money  for  the  use  of  the  refugees,  and  to  ne^tir 
ate  the  payment  of  it,  with  theMinistry  of  Fiance. 

Mr.  BocDijfOT  was  convinced,  that,  oy  the  Con- 
stitudoo,  the  House  had  a  right  to  inve  it  in  the 
firtt  instance.  He  considered  the  Committee  as 
too  confined,  and  thought  that  it  should  have  com*- 
preheoded  all  the  peqple  of  this  sort  in  Norn 
America.  Many  of  thne  people,  since  Winter  set 
in,  must  have  perished  of  cold  and  want  in  the 
streets  of  Philaaelphia,  but  for  the  benevolence  d 
some  well-disposed  people.  He  urged  the  Comr 
mittee.  in  the  most  pathetic  language,  to  extend 
immediate  and  effectual  relief. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  was  ccHifident  that  Congress 
would  be  repaid  with  thanks  by  the  R^uUic  of 
Fiance.  He  said  that  a  supply  of  powder  and 
ball  had  been  sent  from  one  of  the  Southern 
State«  to  St  Domingo,  and  that  the  price  had  been 
punctually  and  thankAilly  repaid.  Santhonax 
and  Polverel  had  been  recalled,  who  were  the  au- 
thors of  all  the  mischief  that  had  hf^pened.  The 
refugees  expected  to  return  to  their  aettlemenU 
before  the  fst  of  May^  and  they  would  then  be 
very  able^  and  rery  willing  to  rc^ay  the  money 
themselves. 

Mr.  Smilib  recommended  the  entering  into  ft 
negotiation  with  the  French  Ambassador,  for  se- 
curing payment  of  what  sum  should  be  voted. 

Mr.  Clark  hoped  that  the  motion  would  In- 
stantly pass.  In  a  ease  of  this  kind,  we  were  not 
to  be  tied  up  by  the  Constitution.  Were  Alge- 
rines  cast  upon  the  merer  of  America,  in  such  a 
situation,  he  would  pay  tnem  the  same  tribute  of 
humanity.  'J'he  French  Ambassador  had  re- 
stricted his  services  to  a  particular  class  of  people. 
It  was  not  the  businem  <a  the  House,  whether  the 
refugees  at  Baltimore  were  democrats  or  aristo- 
crats. They  were  men ;  and,  as  such,  were  ^ti* 
tied  10  cono^aisfon  and  to  relie£  , 

Mr.  S.  SiitTa,  in  re^y  to  Mr-SHiUB,8aid,  that 
Mr.  Genet,  when  solicited  on  behalf  these  peo- 
ple, made  awwer.  th«t  hie  was  not  anthorized  on 
the  part  of  the  Republic  to  give  them  any  dung;, 
but  sent  them  $2,000  from  huiseUl 
Mr.  Bfuu»  lepUed  th^  Mr.  Sjmtb  had  mia- 
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taken  him ;  he  did  not  wish  to  seek  money  from 
Mr.  Genet.  But  he  thought  it  would  be  singular 
to  gire  awBf  so  large  a  sum,  without  endearoriiig 
to  secure  the  approbation  ofthe  French  Minister, 
as  a  step  towards  repayment. 

Mr.  Dexter  had  formerly  entertained  scruples, 
but  he  now  approved  the  motion. 

Mr.  NicaoLAs  did  not  approre  the  motion  in 
its  original  shape,  nor  did  he  like  it  better  by  its 
being  now  altered  into  a  motion  for  authorizing 
the  Pbesident  to  pay  the  money.  Mr.  N.  ex- 
pressed, in  the  stron^t  and  most  nneqaiTocal 
uuwuage,  his  compassiott  for  the  sufferera ;  bu^  as 
he  had  not  seen  a  way  pointed  oat  of  relieTing 
Ihem,  agreeably  to  the  Gonstitation,  he  recom- 
mended a  shorter  one.  Out  of  the  liberal  com- 
pensation which  the  members  of  that  House  re- 
ceived from  the  country,  he  thought  that  the  sum 
wanted  might  easily  be  subscribed.  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  Republic  would  thank  us  for 
helping  them ;  perhaps  they  might  be  accounted 
rebels. 

Mr.  F1TZ8IHOK8  proposed  a  second  amendment 
of  the  original  motion. 

Mr.  NicBOLAs  replied :  If  this  thing  goes  down 
at  all,  it  should  be  as  an  act  of  charity,  and  marked 
in  giving,  that  it  is  going  beyond  our  power,  but 
that,  from  a  knowledge  of  the  universal  wish  of 
our  constituents,  and  a  sense  of  our  'ffeneral  obli- 
gatioDS  to  France,  we  have  granted  me  money. 

Mr.  Scott  Jessed  for  the  relief  in  reference  to 
the  citizens  oiBaltimore.  Ifthey  were  invaded  by 
an  army,  we  certainly  would  assist  them;  and 
where  is  the  difference,  (added  Mr.  8.,)  whether 
they  be  an  army  of  fighters,  or  an  army  of  eaters. 
We  mast  relieve  them,  to  be  sure. 

Mr.  S.  Shitb  said  that  these  distressed  people 
were  all  women  and  children,  except  three  old 
men.  The  boys  who  were  old  enough,  had  been 
boand  apprentices.  The  men  had  beai  enlisted 
hj  the  advice  of  Mr.  Genet  who  said  the  Repub- 
lic wanted  recruits.  He  nad  likewise  obtamed 
two  ships  for  five  htmdred  of  the  refugees,  who 
wanted  to  go  to  France.  Genet  was  able  to  do 
nothing  more  for  them,  as  the  $2,000  that  he  gave, 
were  out  of  his  own  posket.  It  had  been  allo^d, 
diat  there  was  no  precedent  for  rdievins  these 
people.  He  mentioned  two :  The  Amencans  in 
eapaWty  at  Algiers  had  been  assisted  by  the  Bri- 
tiah  Conml.  Some  years  agOj  the  crew  of  an 
American  vessel  had  been  shipwrecked  on  the 
coast  of  PortDgal.  They  were  assisted  with  the 
ntmost  generosity  by  a  private  gnitleman.  In 
both  eases,  Congress  thankfaUy  repaid  the  money 
advanced.  The  gentleman  ^om  Virginia  [Mr. 
NiCHoua]  bad  offered  his  salary,  bat  the  idea  had 
not  been  sapported,  so  that  it  went  for  nothing. 
And  are  we.  (said  Mr.  S.,)  to  stand  np  here,  and 
tell  the  wond  that  we  '(tore  not  perform  an  act  of 
benevolence  ?  Is  this  to  be  the  style  of  an  Ame- 
rican Congress  t  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
had  said  that  perhaps  these  people  would  be  con- 
sidered as  traitors  by  the  Republic.  Were  women 
and  fiuherleas  chUdren  to  be  xegarded  as  traitors? 
Mr.  S.  was  eztmneir  affecttM,  and  apologized 
man  tiian  iMiee  to  ^eHooie  ibr  Aewumthwidk 
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which  he  spoke.  He  said  that  himsrif  and  otbm 
who  had  witnessed  the  scene  of  distress,  were  sur- 
prised; the  gentleman  did  not  feel  as  they  did. 

Mr.  Madison  possessed  Constitational  scruples. 
He  thought  that  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
(Mr.  S.  Smith)  would  not  have  injured  his  cause 
by  a  greater  moderation  of  language,  nor  his  credit 
for  benevolence  by  not  saying  that  nis  sympathy 
arose  chiefly  from  being  an  eye  witness. 

At  last,  the  Speakeb  proposed  to  the  Commit* 
tee  an  amendment,  which  met  the  ideas  of  the 
members,  and  the  resolution  passed,  as  follows : 

Jteiolved,  That  a  sum  notezceemng  dol- 
lars be  appropriated  fbr  the  san>«t  of  aneh  ofthe 
inhabitants  ttf  St.  Domingo,  resident  witlun  the 
United  States,  as  shall  be  found  in  wuit  of  sock 
support. 

That  a  regular  account  of  the  mtmeys  so  ex- 
pended be  kept;  and  that  the  Pbbbideiit  or  thi 
United  States  be  requested  to  obtain  a  'cndit 
therefor,  in  the  accounts  between  the  French  Re- 
pablic  and  the  United  States. 

Ordered.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  in  conformity  with  the  foregoing 
resolution,  and  providing  for  the  dne  appticatioo 
of  the  moneys  aforesaid ;  and  diat  Mr.  Ambs,  Mr. 
Tract,  and  Mr.  I^nt,  be  the  saul  committee. 

COMMERCE  WITH-THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whote  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  on  the  privileges  and  restrictions 
on  the  eranmerce  o£  the  United  States  in  fiwagB 
countries. 

Mr.  RuTBsnroRD  said:  Perhaps  too  much 
stress  has  been  laid  on  the  interest  of  the  moment, 
and  on  the  temper  of  nations.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
the  resolutions  m  question  are  truly  patriotic,  as 
they  contemplate,  with  other  objects,  placing  oar 
manufactures  in  an  easy  train  or  progression,  and 
retrenching  a  little  some  branches  of  our  present 
commerce,  and  therefore  this  important  business 
seems  to  resolve  itself  into  two  great  question^ 
which  I  shall  only  keep  in  view  on  this  occasion. 

First.  Is  there  an  excess  in  any  branch  of  oar 
commerce?  Secondly.  Have  these  States  arrived 
at  the  proper  p«riod  for  cmnmencing  manufte- 
tures?  In  ohmving,  on  this  ^eat  subject,  I  shall 
not  proceed  to  minute  deductions  or  abstnise  rcli- 
sonings.  Much  debate  has  already  prevailed,  and 
no  doubt,  from  motives  the  most  puie  sad  patri- 
otic, wad  I  trust  the  same  parity  or  intention  wiU 
actuate  me  at  this  time. 

I  have,  through  lifik  been  governed  by  a  few 
plain  maxims,  and  perhaps  some  of  these  may  ap- 
ply in  the  present  ease. 

The  husbandman  who  attends  with  unremitting 
care  to  his  fnst  trees  or  vines,  when  he  discoveia 
a  branch  or  shoot  drawing  too  much  nourishmoit, 
be  crops  the  luxuriant  growth.  A^d  if  the  fiumer 
discovers  a  disposition  in  his  neighbor  to  divert 
the  attention  of  his  family  from  the  common  in- 
terest, and  to  pocket  die  fruits  of  their  toil,  he 
narrows  Ae  groimd  of  ftiture  fnteKotuw  as  nr  as 
possible  with  such  neighbor. 

I  pay  the  grcatat  leipeet  to  the  opinlMla  of 


Commenxifthe  VnSted  Statea. 


Digitized  by 


363 


BmmX  OF  OONQMBW; 


344 


Jajioaby,  1794.] 


gentlemea.  Id  thort,  I  revere  their  sentimraitt 
wtiile  I  differ  with  them. 

The  United  States  are  happily  independent, 
and,  as  other  nations,  are  to  act  a  part  on  the  ffreat 
theatre  of  this  world.  And  I  am  aware  of  the 
mali^ity,  envy,  jealousy,  and  all  the  other  fell 
passioDs,  so  predominant  with  nations  in  general. 
I  am  also  well  aware  that  the  commerce  of  this 
pec^ile  is  a  subject  which  embraces  present  and 
remote  eonseqneoces  of  the  greatest  importance ; 
ud  1  bope  that  I  shall  not  incur  the  imputation  of 
Tunitir,  in  saying  thftt  I  am  seeoid  to  rery  few,  in 
a  tender  and  paternal  regard  for  the  well-being  of 
this  oar  common  country. 

All  temporal  things  are  subject  to  exeess,  and 
the  people,  by  their  representatives,  have  a  right 
to  judge  when  the  tide,  even  of  commerce,  is 
vening  to  a  dangerous  and  destructive  channeL 
Ana  shall  not  this  great  and  growing  country  ex- 
ert a  timely  and  cautious  prudence  against  the 
selfish  policy  of  any  nation?  Surely,  the  Ameri- 
can people  may  pursue  such  measures  as  ^pear 
to  be  for  the  advantage  of  their  free  citizens  with- 
out incurring  the  resentment  of  any.  But  if,  in 
deniite  of  tM  purest  intentions,  and  of  justice  and 
moaeratim,  a  malignant  and  hostile  temper  in 
any,  should  be  the  result,  itisthedutyofagreatand 
g^erooapec^e  tomeettheeventwithfirmness,an 
nd^aant  contempt,  and  to  [nrepare  for  the  worst. 

I  ecmfees  that  i  consider  the  genius  <tf  com- 
meKe  almost  as  a  divinity,  yet  I  cannot  expand 
my  fidth  with  those  who  contend  that  it  may  rash 
against  and  overturn  all  the  fences  of  reason,  and 
in  the  end  regul^  itself.  A  position  to  me  as 
incoi^grnous^as  that  the  atoms  innumerable,  which 
float  in  our  atmosphere,  shall  at  last  adhere,  and 
fiam  an  intelligent  being. 

If  circumstances  in  the  course  of  our  commerce 
■re,  in  some  measure,  against  us,  and  which  few 
deny,  the  longer  this  suHle  evil  jwevails,  the  more 
arduous  the  task  in  removing  it ;  habits  of  long 
«Ttndi"g  are  very  obstinate.  We  shall  be  told 
from  time  to  time,  that  the  period  is  not  yet,  when 
American  mauu&ctuces  may  be  introduced.  It  is 
BAtuvl  tot  man  to  enlertun  a  pleasing  desire  to 
renain  on  hia  native  nwt,  ana  this  will  be  the 
ease  lAile  the  many  thoiuands  we  support  be- 
yond the  Atlantic  can  be  sn^ied  by  us  with  ma- 
terials, and  fed  at  .home.  It  is,  in  my  ounigoj  high 
time  to  f<»m  the  basis  of  ,oar  real  independence. 
Some  of  oar  inesent  CMnmetcial  connexions  are 
so  far  on  exeesi^  as  tp  endanger  the  propagation  of 
a  spirit  and  opmitms  repugnant  to  the  freedom 
ana  seal  interest  of  the  greatness  of  the  peo^,  by 
indaeing  them  to  believe  ^t  they  ought  miph- 
ddy  to  concur  with  those  who  advocate  com- 
merce, thoBffh  in  excese,  be  their  motives  what 
they  may.  It  is  visionuy  to  h<^  that  all  the 
agricultural  productions  ot  this  extensive  Conti- 
nent can  always  find  a  market  at  the  islands  in 
the  Atlantic,  and  those  sterile  tracts  <^  Bun^ 
which  now  reeuve  then.  It  would  affiud  me 
niiich  real  pleasure  if  such  were  tha  case — fond 
as  I  am  of  agriculture,  and  anxiously  ei^iaged  for 
the  praapwity  of  all  whoate]mMeeating  that  very 
■eee—ry  and  life«urtainiag  oecnpation* 


[a  opR^ 


Lack  of  bread,  or  other  articles  which  compose 
our  supplies,  will  at  all  times  bring  fonrard  pur- 
chasers. No  ship  navigates  the  ocean  to  serve 
United  America.  It  is  mterest  that  stimulates  the 
mariner. 

The  Eastern  States  are  competent  to  several 
branches  of  manufacture,  and  to  the  production  of 
wool,  flax,  &c.  Their  habits  of  economy,  patience, 
and  industry,  are  mtitled  to  great  [vaise.  I  con- 
sider them  as  very  respectable  toanches  of  the 
Union,  while  I  admire  that  spirit  of  enteiprise 
conspicuous  in  Uieir  brave  citizens.  But  if  their 
scene  of  action  should  be  a  little  ctreumseribed, 
they  can  be  usefully  employed  at  their  peaceful 
homes,  in  the  enjoyment  of  ev^  domestic 
comfort. 

The  Middle  States  are  productive  of  iron  and 
other  things  necessary,  and  are  prosecuting  soma 
manufactures  with  effect.  They  have  (nm.  the 
first  been  engaged  in  manufactures.  Pennsylvania, 
I  well  remember,  has  long  attended  to  manufac- 
tures, and  to  the  comfort  of  her  artificers,  which 
has  conduced  to  the  present  opulnwe  and  real  in- 
dependence of  her.  citizens.  My  recollection  takes 
in  the  first  manly  growth  of  this  State :  look  to  it 
DOW.  Behold  what  the  majesty  of  the  P*os^  i* 
acting  and  doing  for  the  common  weal !  Th«L 
why  hesitate,  and  thus  timidly  look  to  othen  fi» 
what  is  here  attainaUe  1 

The  Southern  States  produce  cotttm  aad  other 
necessary  ariicles,  and  are  niaceptifale  ctf  great  un^ 
provement  in  manufactures,  as  great  nuaibers  of  a 
certain  description  that  are  fen:  the  most  part  idle^ 
may  be  usefully  and  advantageously  employed. 

One  State  on  the  Southwestern  frontier  can. 
supply  all  natkins  with  hemp,  and  it  mif^t  per- 
haps be  of  public  utility  to  encourage  the  growdt 
of  this  valuable  article,  as  well  as  s<Hne  parlieular 
branch  <^  manufacture. 

Why  should  the  American  citizens,  possessed  of 
the  most  fertile  and  extensive  Cootinrat,  widi  to 
act  like  those  ctufined  within  very  narrow  limits) 
Let  us  cast  our  eyes  to  one  of  those  great  com^ 
raercial  natinu.  View  their  preposterous  naval 
armaments.  Are  not  their  subjiccts  mreseed  aad 
bowed  down  with  taxes?  Bat  can  uis  oppne- 
sive  burden  secure  them  agunat  an  enotmous  and 
fiut  increasing  puUic  debt?  No:  nor  against 
perpetual  eoniniets,  and  ihe  most  vidmit  diaeotd 
with  other  nations. 

Shall  the  great  body  of  AmerieuL  eitixeas  place 
all  their  hopes  on  the  turbulrat  asasl—bid  adieu 
to  every  endearing  eonaexion.  explore  every  sea 
and  dangerous  coast  on  the  globe— for  what  t  I 
bow  to  such  intrepidity— RU(Ut  a  spirit  of  enter- 
prise. But  what  says  reason?  Stayathmoe^my 
sons^  and  comfort  those  with  whom  you  are  en* 
deanngly  connected. 

The  great  art  of  Ctovemment  is,  to  support  in 
comfort  the  greatest  numbers ;  aad  dieretore,  the 
Qovernment  of  China  is  considered  by  many  as 
a  vwy  good  onc^  their  numbers  being  exeeedindy 
great  Theaepeo^  are  zealously  attached  to  tha 
soil  of  their  widdy-extended  country.  The  na- 
tives of  China  are  not  aeen  in  every  part  of  Aa 
habitable  earth,  nor  cm  the  remotest  seas.  Upon 
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me  eonelttstre,  that  there 
Bunr  be  dugeroos  ncess  eren  in  seme  commeN 
«ui  tnasaetioiis ;  and  to  cherish  manufae- 
nires^  aa  ftr  to  feason  and  the  state  of  things  die- 
tatfc  18  politieally  and  absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  FoBuar  rose  mwij  to  «rficit  Aat  the 
dUMtioD  Bdffhtbe  pnt^-as  enmigh  had  been  saidtm 
both  sides  of  it. 

Mr.  MoaaAT  said,  he  should  feel  lumsetf  adm&* 
aaidied,  by  the  lateness  of  this  period  of  the  debate, 
aad  call  of  the  question  from  his  ctrfleagne,  to 
dwiten  Ae-  nmrna  which  he  intended  to  offer 
agaast  Ae  resolutions,  nor  would  henow  prestuue 
on  ^indnl|;eticeof  the  ComButtee.after  somneh 
had  beoi  said,  did  be  not  hM  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
a  Representative  to  use  erery  exertirai,  either  to 
obtain  a  good,  or  to  arert  an  CTtl.  He  would  en- 
deavor to  aT(»d  tiring  the  Committee  with  a  re- 
pvtition  of  what  had  been  so  aUy  stated  by  those 
with  whom  he  thought,  and  would  leave  the  clear 
and  QomprdieBsiTe  statement  of  the  relative  sitn- 
atim  of  our  trade  towards  Great  Britain,  France, 
and  other  Powers,  to  that  good  sense  in  the  Com- 
Binesh  whiuh  mxdd  find  am^  c<ns<^tion  in  the 
ooauinisoii.  As  faia  own  mejudiees,  which  be 
conwBSsd  were  hoMttiiaK  wstered  by  a  defect  of 
eommercial  kuowlodge,  had  yielded  to  the  lights 
which  his  own  exeninatioB,  and  that  others, 
had  thrown  on  this  question,  he  entertained  a 
hope  that  others,  simikriy  ntnated,  would  candid- 
ly and  impartially  view  a  aubjeet,  which  demand- 
ed a  dismission  of  prejwlice  and  pasnioa,  and 
which  cm^t  to  be  tnedupon  a  comraereial  prin- 
ciple, wiuch  WM  a  eomputinf  wtd  a  cwnparing 
one. 

Ho  had  early,  and  for  a  long  tine,  taken  up 
ideas  without  much  examination,  that  the  Amen- 
oan  oommerce  suffered  firom  iUibeml  restrictions, 
and  declared  that,  wh^  the  gratlemaa  ftom  Vir- 
Ifima  &at  sa«Rsted  hb  intentirau,  the  outlines, 
wiiirti  he  ao  aMy  drew,  met  his  strongest  ptvao^ 
an— iana.  if  aay^ng  mua  that  gentleman,  thai, 

E«  an  inauspieious  air  to  the  measure  he  pro- 
s^  it  was  the  eagerness  with  which  he  uned 
an  earir  ud  hnMy  diseassion  of  those  resolu- 
tion^  whico  no  member  eenld  loA  at,  after  ell 
&at  had  baen  sud,  w^oat  perceiving  diat  they 
related  to  the  best  and  largest  intnests  of  dus 
OoQBtry ;  intct«ats  which  required  diligmce  and 
much  reflection  to  comprehend^  and  which  all  the 
|iasHOBS  and  all  the  feelings  eonld  by  no  means  do 
jttsliee  to  in  the  estimate.  They  were  interests 
Aat  required  great  codness  to  disoera,  and  to  mea^ 
ture  UTopexly.  They  had  resulted  fnm  ]»aetaee 
and  tke  uoore  of  our  sitoalitm.  and  they  ought  to 
tnaud  mth  respect,  and  unovated  on  with 
eaatiaB.  Tho  restnctkxu  eoitemj^Med  a  great 
change  of  commercial  arraagonents^  bectCTsed 
bath  ctt  ptasnmed  CMnmeicial  injuries,  sostained 
nndCT  its  present  regvlations,  mid  <m  political 
Tsewsk  which  toDg  studing,  and  raeort  ovUs,  had 
hrongm  into  notice. 

He  eonld  not  ^ree,  that  the  commorcial  ar- 
langements,  at  preseat  existine,  were  the  best  that 
eoBld  posaihly  exist ;  nor  was  he  insensible  to  the 
political  evils  we  had  endured,  b«  he  Ambted  how 


fax  these  resolutions  w»e  formed  to  redMdT  ^ 
fint,  or  to  remove  the  last. 

He  believed  the  commercial  sitntkn  of  this 
country,  r^tivdy  considered,  towards  the  Powera 
of  Europe,  was  now  pretty  well  understood  to  be 
indebted  more  to  interest  than  to  partiality  in  any 
of  the  Powers. 

'niat  it  was  flourishing,  iriien  considered  inde- 
pendently of  the  ^esent  war,  from  whitA  nothing 
certain  could  be  concluded,  he  had  no  doubt. 

WiUi  respect  to  the  eom|iaTaHve  estimMe  of  the 
restrictions  and  privileges  imposed  or  granted  by 
those  Powers,  or  by  the  nnited  States,  be  shoedd 
trast  the  efficacy  of  the  information  on  that  put 
(MT  the  question,  to  the  recollectttm  of  the  Commit- 
tee, and  would  coflfine  himself  to  a  few  ptudts 
Trfiich  he  believed  had  been  but  lightly  touched 
on  bv  others.  He  would  endeavor  to  oftt  some 
retaarhs  that  he  thought  mlfiated  some  of  the  evils 
complained  of  as  grounds  of  change;  and  eonflne 
his  views  to  a  few  heads  of  com^ukt  It  was 
sud  our  comBtoee  wu  slwAled  hf  the  Briti^ 
and  by  the  Infinence  of  habU;  that  o«r  tonnage 
was  unequal  to  ow  exports;  that  amngements 
might  be  made  with  other  nations,  who  would  give 
us  a  greater  latitude  and  more  libera  terms.  He 
denied  that  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  was 
shackled  or  confined,  or  that  it  was  restricted  tm- 
naturally  by  iM  Colonic  habits.  The  report  of 
the  actual  tonnage  of  the  United  States  snowed 
us  a  foreign  commcine,  employing  989^W  tons. 
Any  man  who  wtis  acquainted  vrim  the  real  state 
of  this  Bufagect  would  naturally  have  concluded, 
from  the  declarations  of  gentlemen,  that,  so  inve- 
terate vme  our  <M  Coumial  hatnts  formed,  and 
so  misereUy  was  our  commerce  confined,  this 
laige  amount  of  tonna|[e  must  have  been  coQeen- 
tered  in  the  ports  of  Britain  or  her  Ccdraies. 

The  revevse  was  the  tinth,  and,  in  suppeit  of 
this  idea,  he  would  refer  to  the  report  This  re- 
port ^unrs  that  our  ships  visit  every  part  of  the 
•woM  i  that  diere  is  no  plaee  to  which  American 
enterprises  does  not  convey  our  various  prodoete. 
h  in  a  chart  o(  our  maritime  gnitu,  cxtremdy 
exhilarating  to  our  pride,  and  affords  the  stroi^ 
est  aigument  agnnat  the  assertion.  It  goes  be^ 
yond  cofttrovetsy ;  it  is  a  contradiction  whidk 
can  be  tmderstood  by  man  who  can  read. 
There  is  no  Teeisdng  its  force,  when  adduced  to 
move,  that  so  far  is  oar  commerce  from  being  con- 
fined, that  the  most  distant  ports  and  oceans  in 
Russia  and  China,  ud  the  Pacific,  we  its  only 
boundaries.  It  completely  iUastmtes  the  practi- 
cal, u  well  as  theoreticaL  independence  of  Arae- 
rioan  commerce;  for,  <tf  toe  wnole  amount  of  the 
ttmnage  employed  abroad,  b«t  ^tj^cwothoiisuid 
some  odd  hundreds,  go  to  ftitam  and  itodepend* 
enoies ;  thwe  are  two  hmAed  and  twenty-seven 
thoosatod  tons  itf  this  told  emi^oyed  amiHig  other 
nations;  wnd  Britain,  which  fbnneriy  monopo* 
Uzed,  indeed,  oar  coimuerce,  has  now  a  litde  more 
than  one>fifm  of  the  navigation  of  the  United 
States  in  be*  ports.  It  is  true  that  three-fourths 
of  the  imports  are  iVom  thence,  and  that  our  ex* 
port  to  her  is  not  equal  to  ^is  import ;  but  tint 
•deficiency  is  p«id  eireoiioaaly  and  to  adraatag^ 


Digitized  by 


Googlt 


am 


JAiHIAftT,1794.] 


Ckmuiterce  of  the  VniUd  StutM. 


bj  billB }  for,  as  the  trada  is  free  to  leave  her,  as 
toe  merohants,  actuated  by  interest,  would  buy  as 
ejieap  as  pomble,  we  are  iairly  to  eondude,  that 
toey  sell  some  of  our  raw  materials  and  moducts 
to  more  adrantase  in  other  ports  than  hers,  but 
yet  purchase  in  ner's  cheaper}  ao,  the  conmerce 
must  be  a  beneficial  ooe,  or  they  would  naturally 
forsake  it.  That  our  exports  are  greater  to  Portu- 
gal, Spaia,  aod  the  tJuted  Provinces,  than  ouc 
unpocts  from  thaoce,  is  a  proof  that  they  give  good 
prices  for  our  prod^pts;.  Kit  from  want,  of  a8B<»t- 
loeots.  or  firom  thetf  m«Mifa<tfurea  not  being  as 
aakabie  here^  ot  as  cheap  as  these  fnun  Bntain, 
our  merehanits  make  up  by  bills  frnn  those  pUces 
(m  London,  to  supply  uw  drfoeacy  of  the  «iport 
to  that  foxt.  With  respect  to  ivedileotion  £»r 
Britain,  mtroduced  a«  a  ground  of  consumption, 
he  did  not  believe  it  existed^  certain  he  was,  he 
felt  it  not  himselil  He  couM  see  nothing  in  the 
mere  exorcise  of  taste,  in  the  consumption  of  ma- 
nufacture*, OS  preference  of  what  was  well  manu- 
factured aod  cheap,  that  was  connected  witK  the 
theory  of  pi^tical  sentimenti'  In  this  coontry,  no 
such  predilection  for  that  nation  existed ;  on  the 
coBtiarjr,  he  believed  the  BM»t  substantial  inte-> 
vests  ofcommefce  were  n<^  at  hawd,  from  the 
Tory  prejudice  which  were  used  by  gwtlnnen 
aometimes  to  ^ove  die  very  ravene.  As  to  the 
perfect  fieedon  of  tnda,aiia  that  wiiverMdfreqte 
of  which  the  gentleman  m>m  Vlimnia  [Mc  Gaaaj 
giave  us  a  hmt.  but  no  outitne,  Uie  other  day,  he 
questioned  muca  if  the  accidental  wiance  among 
■ations.  on  which  substanUal  di&renees  had  been 
monlded  by  habits,  rendered  the  thing  possibly 
tad  were  it  possible,  whether  all  ywutg  eoimtries 
that  were  not  on  even  terms  of  manufacture,  and 
ready  for  a  competiti<ui  of  ingeauity,  wetdd  not 
sutfer  extremely  by  the  instituUmi  he  was  sure 
this  would.  The  idea  was  a  benevolent  one,  but 
it  was  not  one  that  could  bear  practice.  On  all 
fnestioos  in  which  great  and  complicated  inte- 
rests wer«  under  speculation,  whcna  habit,  and 
modes  of  life  ai|d  taste,  and  an  immemorial  course 
of  things  were  to  be  considered,  he  always  wished 
to  see  much  rawect  paid  to  the  past  as  well  as  the 
flgutiiig  Offder  M  sou  things,  as  loiBg  as  the  result 
of  the  whioie  seemed  to  be  a  great  and  oertaitt 
share  oC  national  prosperity.  It  was^  Mr.  Mim- 
BAT  ofaewved,  a  draenu  am  hazardous  thing  to 
atteotpt  (0  defipe  with  precision  the  particular 
rause  of  psxMpenty  i  it  led  to  political  qimckery. 
We  know,  howevw^  with  certainty,  tlmt  never 
did  a  cotmtry  so  rapsdly  more  forward  to  perfecr 
tiim  as  do  the  iXnited  States^Uiat  our  naviga- 
tion has  iwtrwed  since  the  adoptiim  of  this  Go- 
venuuent,  in  proportion  to  other  branch ee  <^  trade, 
and  that  otu  commerce  is  both  useful  and  orna- 
mental and  the  mstmment  of  a  revenue  essential 
to  the  payment  of  a  debt  that  we  must  discharge. 

He  said  the  complaint  of  gentlemcR  who  suih 
ported  the  resolntims,  tiat  oyr  Umm^  vos  m- 
gitoyiate  to  our  exnatia,  was  in  his  mind  an  ia* 
eoasiderMe  and  fallaoions  ^fteoies  of  regret.  It 
might  be  a  de«rable  thing  were  oiu  tonnage  equal 
Id  oar  exports,  bat  even  thi^  would  b»a.g^Md.or 
lit  evil,  as  it  might    cQimeeied,.Qr  iuHe,  with 


jeets  over  which  we  had  no  ctrtaia  eontn^  He 
would  remark,  that  such  a  state  of  navigatmn,  at 
present,  assumed  two  thiiws  as  its  basi»— a  great 
and  manifest  djspr(^>ortioa  between  all  &e  bruelb 
es  of  industry  dependent  on  ship-bnilding  and  oar 
vigation,  and  the  other  tr&deej  and  our  power  ot 
becoming  carriers  for  other  nations,  which  would- 
not  be  the  case  if  maritime  Powersaeted  with  Uieir 
accustomed  vigilance.  Unices  the  last  employ- 
ment were  ^vided  for  by  the  rogulttioau  of  fo- 
reign Pow«s  in  &vorof  our  shif)^  die  first  wtniU 
be  a  aeriovs  evit  He  thought  it  a  safe  proposi* 
turn  to  which  nothing  but  wild  and  crude  spcott- 
lation  could,  be  i^^sed,  to  say,  that,  as  Irag  as 
our  riflht  to  be  the  earners  of  other  nations  wis. 
not  suuutted  to  1^  thun,  the  power  to  export  all 
the  raw  mat»iabof  this  country  and  its  produeto 
would  be  an  evil.  This  regj:et  of  gentlemen^  he 
believed,  to  be  founded  on  a  comparison  of  this 
branch  of  trade  here  and  in  other  maritime  cous^ 
tries,  as  Holland,  England,  and  some  others.  A 
little  reflection  would,  he  believed,  aflbrd  consola- 
tiim,  by  showing  that  their  comparative  sapenori- 
ty  in  tne  canying  bu^ncss  rewlted  from  a  soM 
dmerenoe  in  the  situatim  of  these  countries,  ud 
of  th«  United  States  f  nay,  tluit  dus  very  s^wn- 
ority  is  the  result  v£  nceesalty  mom  than  ehoieej 
ftocoeanty  which  the- fine  mid  Iwimr  catinnu  of 
this  rich  and  abundant  eomtry  did  aoc  feelt  anA 
which  they  would  not  fisel  for  ages.  The  cany- 
ing  trade  of  this  country  will  never  be  equal  to  its 
exports,  till  the  population  of  Amedca  bears, « 
near»  proportion  to  the  lands  and  the  raw  mat»* 
rials  i  till  each  Innch  of  industry  is  proportien- 
iddy  supplied  with  labor  }  or  the  foceign  Powera 
admit  our  carrying  trade  to  a  fair  eompetitioo 
with  their  own.  It  is  true,  that  we  abonad  in  ar- 
ticles of  immense  importaaee  to  the  Susopeaa 
artis^  but  they  aie  so  extremely  bulky  and  heavy, 
that  It  is  clear  our  exports  require  more  than  do«> 
ble  the  quantity  of  tonnage  that  the  imports  dfr; 
mand.  The  exports  are,  tobacco,  rice,  grain  of 
all  sorts,  lumber,  pot  bm  peeri  ash.  ud  Mich 
heavy  and  bulky  pcoduets|  whereas,  the  imimta 
are  manufactures,  small  m  bulk,  high  finished, 
light,  portable,  and  oS  great  value,  foe  the  ^|He 
and  tonnage  they  requre  in  traoapMtation.  The 
^pcMtioD  between  them  both  is  «  value,  aod  not 
<rfsu|e.  The  first  and  great  tendeney  of  aUthiagt 
here,  is  tovrards  agzicuUnre  and  the  rougher  arta, 
as  Inraber^tlinc,  which  belongs  to  Mnculture^ 
the  other  arts  ana  pursuito  are  but  auxiaary  to  thia 
mua  body  <^  the  national  calling.  This  predia' 
position  and  tendency  will  be  ever  keepSag  up 
the  ability  to  ftimish  the  mw  and  bulky  article  a 
export,  white  it  ixreststiUy  disfumiahes  the  alup- 
yatd  and  its  d^tendeitt  arts,  of  that  industry  whidi 
would  be  necessary  to  complete  the  power  of  af- 
fording dome^c  tonnage  equal  to  the  export;  that 
is,  we  can  afibrd  moie  laber  in  tike  procuiiag  of 
the  export,  than  we  can  spare  to  the  arts  of  sh^h 
building  and  navigation.  These  jpwrsuits  that  be- 
IfUK  to  ogrioulture  and  a  settled  life,  are  more  co»> 
genial  widi  our  country,  where  freedom  and  [dea- 
tf  invite  to  marriage,  the  rearing  of  fiuoilies^  and 
tt«|u)q«iBition<^  uakdst  At  present,  be  bcbered 
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the  seamen  eaga^  in  the  fote^  Amerleui  ton- 
DOj^  to  say  nothings  of  the  eoasting  trade  and  fiah- 
eries,  whien  doublra  the  amount,  were  more  than 
in  proportion  to  the  citizens  employed  in  the  me- 
chanic and  maou^toring  tredi^  nutking  the  ,rela- 
tive  proportioos  between  them  in  Bn^nd,  the 
standmro  to  judge  hy. 

The  tonnage  rapidly  increased  every  year ;  and, 
he  took  it  for  granted,  would  obfierre  a  due  pro- 
portion under  its  jvesent  great  encouragement, 
which  amounted  just  to  an  easy  protection  to  sti- 
mulate industry  and  secure  cheap  imports,  with- 
out giving  a  rash  monopoly  to  that  branch  bu- 
siness— and  here,  he  would  remark,  that,  under 
the  existing  regulation,  the  very  best  coase^juenee 
flowed  in  on  the  consumer.  By  the  additional 
dnty  of  ten  cent  on  goods  imported  in  foreign 
bottoms,  and  the  addition  of  forty-foor  cents  per 
ttn,  we  secured  the  bnportation  of  foreign  goods 
to  American  tonnage,  and  by  this  means  bought 
oheap;  and,  by  leaving  your  ports  free  to  foreign 
niseis,  unaer  an  easy  tonnage  duty,  there  is  a 
competition  kept  np  in  the  domestic  market  for 
diote  exports,  for  which  the  foreisn  tonnage  comes 
into  your  harbor.  Thos,  already  we  buy  cheap 
and  sell  dear  at  home.  The  competition  that  arises 
in  our  markets,  in  consequence  of  foreign  ships 
heccHning  carries  of  the  surplus  over  that  to  which 
our  own  tonnage  is  equaL  certainly  raised  the 
price  of  all  things  expOTtable ;  and  a  sadden  and 
violent  check  in  this  order  of  things  would  vitaUy 
affect  the  agricultural,  the  lumwr,  the  tobacco, 
ud  all  the  more  bulky  ol^eets  of  expoftatiwi. 

It  ai^peared,  then,  to  him,  that  the  antieipation 
of  effects  flrom  the  readutlMu,  on  the  pmnt  dis- 
IHoportion  betwea  our  exporto  and  tonnage,  was 
calcnlated  on  a  growth  of  navigatkm  forced,  on- 
■atoral,  end  pernicious ;  a  growth  that  would  call 
off  fnnn  other  employments  the  labor  which  is 
better  bestowed  as  it  now  is,  in  inereasme  onr 
■Inlity  to  fumish,  by  enlarging  the  powers.of  agri- 
culture. 

A  sudden  alteration  which  would,  for  a  oonsi- 
derable  time,  check  that  competition  between  the 
foreign  earner  and  our  own,  for  our  jHtMhicts, 
would  sorely  do  mischief ;  nor  could  he  see  into 
what  line  i»  employment,  except  the  mere  carry- 
ing of  our  expcHis,  wonld  so  immense  an  additi<m 
10  oar  Davi^tion  oe  led ;  for,  unless  foreign  Pow- 
er* jpermit  ita  participatim  in  that  branch  of  trade 
wfaicfa,  from  loeal  eonsidemtion,  has  ever  been 
deemed  so  precious  to  them,  die  tonnage  that  con- 
veys the  exports,  over  and  above  that  ijuantity  cS 
it  neeenary  to  the  imports^  must  return  in  ballast; 
Aat  is,  if  ute  export  requires  six  hundred  thou- 
sand tons,  and  the  imports  but  three  hundred  thou- 
sand, there  will  be  the  half  of  onr  tonnage  em- 
ployed abroad,  either  in  voyages  that  will  but  lit- 
tle beneit  our  country,  which  wants  internal 
labor  more  than  foreign  enterprise,  at  least  of  to 
useless  a  kind,  or  it  will  return  in  baUast. 

But,  even  admitting  its  policy,  he  had  no  evi- 
dence of  the  only  thing,  which,  combiaed  with  the 
idea  of  a  navy,  could  render  the  object  attainaUe, 
he  meant  the  relaxatitm  <tf  the  great  navigaticai 
systems  in  Surope,  irtiieh  secured  to  their  own 


ships,  advantages;,  in  which  paitieipation  was  con- 
temi^ated.  In  the  two  great  scenes,  I^rance  and 
Cheat  Britain,  to  which  American  habits  and 
course  of  business  would  most  probaUy  lead,  and 
Irom  ^ence  the  manufactures  were  to  be  im- 
ported, the  American  carrier  would  find  himself^ 
after  unladinff  his  export,  under  restrictions  which 
would  force  nim  to  seek  distant  and  circuitous 
trading  voyages,  or  return  home  in  bidlasL  In 
both  these  couDtries,  he  would  find  his  enterprise 
checked  by  their  respective  Navigation  Acts — for 
Monsieur  Barrere  has  reported  a  Navigation  Act; 
it  has  been  adopted  by  the  ConventiOD ;  and,  is 
far  as  it  respects  the  cairrying  trade,  precludes  tu, 
except  merely  for  onr  own  productions.  The  ar* 
tificial  prepress  of  things  in  France  in  mann&c 
tnres,  her  political  rivalries,  and  h«  Ctrfonial  rdt> 
tions,  one  wonld  have  suipoeed^  would  low  smee 
have  pointed  out  such  an  imitauon  the  Englidi 
act.  The  English  act  seemed  dictated  by  neces- 
sity arising  from  causey  which,  somewhat  resem* 
Ming  those  of  France,  find  little  analogy  in  the 
present  circumstances  of  Ais  country. 

When  imitation  is  pointed  out  to  us  as  a  piece 
of  policy,  it  is  a  datv  to  view  our  actual  situation 
to  discbver  similitude  of  principle  and  causes;  and 
to  estimate  the  importance  of  differences  between 
national  qualities  here  and  in  countries  of  wbow 
practice  and  systems  an  imitarion  is  proposed.  If 
the  sitnations,  times,  and  causes  are  similar,  there 
will  be  plausible  grotmd.  If  other  causes  of  na- 
tional prosperity,  more  eligiUe  than  those  of  other 
countries,  |iresent  themselves  toour  view,  we  ougftt 
to  be  cautKras^ertain,  and  slow  to  decide.  Ve^ 
remaikahle  differences  are  palpaUe  here  from  tn 
ctreumstances  that  seemed  to  nim  to  have  fiHced 
the  curyihg  Powen  of  Europe  to  be  such.  It  was 
important  to  view  them,  for  political  conteninu^ 
would  result  from  a  comparison  in  whic  h  we  fbnnd 
our  differenee. 

In  no  country,  that  Mr.  Mdrrat  recollected,  m 
the  history  of  the  carrying  trade  show  us  a  peope 
overflowing  with  raw  materials  and  natural  weaiUii 
inhabiting  a  new,  extensive,  fertile  soil,  who  be- 
came great  carriers. 

If  we  examine  the  cauees  that  made  Venice  tna 
Oenoa,  and  other  free  States  of  Italy,  the  carrieis 
for  the  West  of  Eumpe,  through  the  Straits  of 
Qibraltar,  to  all  the  Btates  that  were  rich  enoofl 
to  purchase,  or  refined  enough  to  enjoy  the  IBM- 
ries  of  Aria  and  the  Mediterranean,  we  find  them 
small,  widi  no  extent  of  fertility  or  soil;  and  with 
a  popidation  overflowing,  and  diqproportioned  to 
the  bnd,  labor,  or  its  produce.  The  Hanse-TowM 
the  Dutch  and  the  English,  with  a  few  shades  of 
diference,  were  similarlr  ntuated  when  Aey 
came  the  sneeeason  to  these  RepnUicsin  me  as- 
rying  trade. 

Had  all  of  them  abounded  in  those  balky  raw 
materials  which  arise  from  a  soil  like  oon,  witB 
sparse  population,  with  a  great  disparity  b***^ 
l^r  and  its  objects,  they  never  would  ^ 
the  great  carrying  natitms  they  were.  We  shofflo 
have  seen  siunething  like  that  equipoise  of  «»• 
j^ymeot  which  the  reuvtn  of  our  own  eoon^ 
leads  toi  and  agrinuturc  at  least  dispntag 
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pTe*emiiience  with  nsTintioii}  vhidi  ib  oor  eoun- 
taryis  bat  her  huidiiniid. 

We  bxnj  indeed,  aeen  stmilu'  habiti  and  -sys- 
temi.  The  iaralar  pontion  of  Qvcat  Britain,  her 
neighborhood  and  hottite  riTmkhip  with  the  Dutch, 
who  preceded  her  in  arts  and  hi  navigation, 
pouted  oat  the  Navigation  Act  to  the  Parliament, 
m  1661,  as  an  inatnmient  of  resentment — and  it 
aeemed  naturally  to  -ariae  from  her  national  qaal- 
ities. 

Bat  it  is  observable  and  important,  in  oonsider- 
ing  the  cause  wbich  rendered  that  act  advisable, 
that,  notvithstandmg  her  insular  situation  and 
her  lulacss  of  iohalntants,  there  was  wanting  for 
half  a  century  that  eoHiperatiiu  of  oaoses  miich 
occurred  to  give  it  all  the  efficacy  H  haa  been  at- 
tended with  since. 

TtM  pMportion  of  British  and  foroffn  shipping 
ms  bat  little  in  &vor  of  Inland  till  eleven  years 
after  the  peaoe  of  Rynrick;  at  which  period,  in 
1097,  the  British  tonnage  waa  144,000,  and  the  fo- 
xeign  tonnage  100,000.  The  tkwa  that  tlwB 
be^an  foieiUy  to  operMe  in  &Tor  of  the  Brili^ 
aHeven  years  a^or,  when  the  Bridih  tonnage  was 
840,000,  and  foreign  b«t  45,000,  were  as  irresisti- 
hic  as  10  that  efiect  as  they  are  remote,  and  fot- 
ttuately  so,  from  this  country.  A  onion  with 
Scodand  had  takea  place,  and  increased  her  ex- 
perts ;  the  man  u  facto  res  of  the  country  had  re- 
ceived great  comparative  improvements;  the 
Anaencaa  fisheries  begui  to  improve;  Jamaica, 
which  is  immensely  impcvtant  to  her,  ud  a  King- 
4cMD  in  itse^  became  a  considerable  object ;  but, 
abonre  all,  these  independent  States,  who  wefe 
then  very  growing  Colonies,  became  felt  in  the 
scale  o{ natKnal  interest^iuid  poured  their  bulky 
amlcriab  into  her  but.  Without  a  Colonial  -  sys- 
m,  die  would  not  liave  felt  the  benefit  of  her 
Knvi^aticM  Act 

WitJi  a  Cdonial  system,  she,  and  oth«r  coun- 
tries pomseed  of  CtMonies,  have  inducements  and 
cmployaaent  for  a  disproportion  of  navigation  that 
this  country  is  without,  and  needs  not  in  her  pre- 
sent prt^ressive  state  of  all  Urii^.  And  yet  the 
gcntleaian's  system  looks  to  a  Navigation  Act,  at 
a  tiaoe  when  all  is  convulsion  without,  and  where 
none,  or  very  few  of  the  causes  that  nave  led  to 
such  a  scheme  in  other  countries,  are  visiUe  in 
oor  intcmal  affairs.  For,  if  we  look  into  our  local 
sknatitn,  we  find  a  most  extensive  and  fertile 
eoantrr,  sparingly  Inhabited,  and  abounditig  in 
nataral  wealth.  If  we  look  at  the  English,  we 
find  cootraeted  territory,  redundancy  of  p^ula- 
tioa,  few  or  no  raw  materials,  and  scarcity  oi  the 
necessaries  of  life,  with  la^  capitals,  and  the 
greatest  exertion  ta  ingemii^  in  maotrfbctures. 

Importation  of  manu&ctnras  haa  been  oar  prac- 
tice, and  seems,  luder  ^e  present  desree,  ptotec- 
tion  ^ven  to  those-which  are  adaptea  to  oar  im- 
mediate attempts  to  be  bur  interest.  We  imp<nt 
no  raw  maternls  scarcely,  nor  grain,  nor  neeessa- 
noL  They,  on  the  contrary,  import  almost  trretj 
lUng,  and  mantifectare  every  tiling.  In  shor^ 
oar  ntoatioa  is  oompieldy  a  aantvast  to  ^eira 
and  it  is  a  contrast  infinitely  to  our  credh  and 
Mifatt  KhadiadhiaaikidMmfcftociivietioa 
SdCov^lS 


that  all  our  powers  would  gradually  ameliorate 
together ;  and  if  left,  as  they  have  hitherto  been, 
more  to  the  exertions  of  an  enterprising  spirit  ana 
Areedom,  than  rigidljr  directed  by  E^teeulation  and 
theory,  they  would,  in  the  fulness  and  seasonaUe- 
ness  of  time,  accomplish  the  extent  and  grandeur 
of  design  which  nature  seems  to  luive  destined  at 
the  social  and  political  character  of  this  country. 

He  was  willing,  therefore,  to  trust  affonuch  as 
possiUe  to  the  operation  of  those  causes  whieh, 
whatever  they  were,  had  hitherto,  under  a  for- 
tunate neglect  produced  effects  suia  a  prosperous 
train  of  thin^  which  perhaps  human  contrivance 
and  speculative  wisdom  had  never  attained  for  as. 
Had  they  meddled  more  than  they  have,  they 
might,  from  the  pernicious  force  of  imitation  ap- 
|died  to  a  scene  which  had  not  its  like  upon  the 
globe,  have  thwarted  that  course  of  things  which 
nature  pointed  oat,  and  which  has  been  socoesa- 
ftiUy  pursued.  He  coold  not,  therefore,  fitel  tin 
force  of  a  srstem  that  certainly  meant  to  tamper 
with  a  ctmuitiaD  in  which,  a  ray  few  things  ex* 
cepted,  he  felt  satisfied  and  gratefoL  He  had 
dwelt  the  l<H^e8t  on  th^  fitness  of  a  Navigatiott 
Act  to  the  present  cireomstances  of  this  country, 
as  most  of  the  arguments  of  those  from  iriuun  m 
differed  in  opinion  were  drawn  from  the  propriety 
of  adopting  somethiuff  extremely  like  one. 

But  even  taking  it  Tor  jgranted,  which  cannot  be 
admitted,  that  diese  resolutions  afford,  on  general 
principles,  a  well-founded  hope  of  relief  from  com- 
mercial and  navigation  restraints^  he  had  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying  that  the  present  is  the  very  worst 
time  to  try  the  solidity  of  the  policy.  It  was  bad, 
as  it  related  to  the  chance  of  a  war  j  and  there 
was  reason  to  fear  tiiat  no  nation  vrould  at  thia 
moment  hold  out  ^reat  commercial  temptationa^ 
except  as  a  emiditum  of  Joining  in  Uie  war.  It 
was  oad,  aait  ^ated  to  a  commercial  etrntest  with 
(rther  commercial  nations;  for  where  was  tile  na- 
tion on  whom  we  could  rel^  imder  such  a  derange- 
ment of  our  trade  as  this  ^stem  designs? 

An  alteration  so  neat,  in  navigation,  halHt9^ 
employment  of  capital,  and  all  sorts  of  commer- 
cial viewu,  had  been  more  reasonable  and  mon 
practicable,  if  a  clear  necessity  for  such  sacrifices 
could  be  shown ;  or  if,  in  yidding  to  the  force  6t 
a  justly  excited  resentment  against  the  Britidi  for 
insults  offered  to  our  flag,  the  gentleman  had  given 
us  reason  to  believe  that  the  sources  of  negotiation 
had  been  first  exhausted ;  but  there  still  remains  a 
hope  that  negotiation  and  reflection  might  remedy 
evUs  which  neither  had  been  aUe  to  prevent. 

At  all  events,  the  meditated  ehaiwe  inroirad 
interests  to  our  industry  not  to  be  lUBarded  on 
men  commercial  thewy,  unsupported  by  the  very 
last  necessity.  It  was  to  be  expected  that  any 
man  who  shoald  make  an  attempt  so  serious  a* 
the  present  would  have  come  forward  with  a 
statement  of  advantages  to  be  derived  from  th« 
change,  so  gnat  and  so  certain  as  to  warrant  soma 
hazard  in  the  experiment  That,  where  he  meant 
to  cluuige  the  stream  of  c<»mmerce  and  industry 
from  its  present  bed,  and  exclude  supplies  of  man- 
ubctures  from  one  country,  he  would  have  pointed 
oat  another  channel  for  its  current,  and  have  told 
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W  precuely  the  Terjr  BatioQ  from  whose  potts  the 
new  supplies  ot  nmnafacturet  were  to  Iw  labsti- 
tuted,  and  on  what  terms. 

The  gentleman  who  meditated  iida  thorough 
ehuge,  OD^t  to  hare  had  at  least  the  outline  of 
firesh  treaties  in  his  hand,  for  the  old  were  worth 
nothing;  he  ini|^t  thus  have  shown  us  the  mHj 
noond  of  expeetttiia  that «  natioa  oufl^t  to  oalca- 
lilte  on — a  riew  of  the  interests  of  such  nation  with 
wUeh  an  accommodation  of  our  own  mi^t  be 
moulded  into  treaty.  But  no  such  thing  was 
either  conceived  or  dme  j  indeed,  it  was  im|aae- 
tioaUe  at  the  present  time,  and  hu  measures  o«^t 
:to  hare  waited  for  a  priwwr  time,  had  they  been 
ia  other  respects  adapted  to  our  foUcf  and  in- 
terests. 

But  even  allowing  times,  and  the  settJed  state 
ef  things  abroad,  to  have  been  at  this  moment 
■Boh  as  to  oermit  this  measurement  of  the  sober 
interests  or  all,  it  would  not  be  useless  to  inquire 
'shoKtly  into  the  probable  ground  of  tieating,  sop- 
posing  a  treaty  for  imtanee  with  France  to  be 
ttndertalten  in  the  spirit  of  those  resolutions.  He 
would  not  indidge  any  of  those  romaalio  ei^ta- 
tiow  w^ish  sons  seem  to  place  in  the  aObottontf 
that,  or  any  other  naticm  on  earth.  He  wvuU 
look  steadily  at  her  interests,  in  cvder  to  fimn  an 
opinion  of  whal  she  would  do,  and  hewouU  mea* 
sure  her  interests  by  her  own  8cale~-the  opinicms 
the  had  erer  oitertained  since  she  beeame  a  peat 
maritime  Pow^.  Ever  since  the  days  of  Colberl, 
France  has  looked  oo  her  West  Indies  as  the  sap- 
post  of  her  maritistke  greatness.  A  jealousy,  equal 
to  that  of  any  other  country,  had  always  appeared 
ia  her  Colonml  system ;  and  a  spirit  of  monopoly, 
which  her  interests  as  a  maritime  Power,  to  use 
the  term,  seemed  to  inspire. 

The  Republic,  by  their  Navigation  Act,  seem 
detenniaed  to  adhere  to  the  Cotonisl  system ;  oi^ 
if  they  at  all  relax^  it  is  but  a  temporary  yielding 
to  tmaslent  neeesnbr,  rath«  than  a  pnnciple  m 
change,  introduced  bv  either  a  rerotatiou  of  Qo- 
Tcnment}  or  real  and  lasting  altemtiona  of  tkdr 
intmeta*  Their  intereeteiroald  be  the  same  now 
aa  hertteforO)  and  that  Ihey  raeatft  to  han  a  pow 
eftal  nariae  was  endont  frnn  their  NvrigatiMi 
Act. 

He  did  not.  believe  they  would  let  us  into  their 
West  India  trade  freely,  azentt  nadiu  eiraunr- 
Btaaees  like  the  present  iriiica  t^etated  on  all 
alike.  They  never  did  p^mit  a  free  export  from 
Aeir  Uanos  but  to  the  Mother  Country,  and 
themje  cironitonsly  to  others;  by  these  means, 
Ihey  were  secure  aoth  of  the  carriage  aad  a  cheap 
mpply.  Were  a  treaty  now  o&red,  grribg  a  free 
taade  to  those  Hands,  we  would  think  it  haatrdons 
lodiseriminate  inthw  ftvoronthataeeounL  We 
ikonld  be  suspicioas  of  an  offier  that  stood  on  a 
aaecifice  of  tbeir  own  interests^  and  would  not  eal- 
enbrte  tm  the  pumaneney  of  ^^isions,  which  tiie 
neeessittcsofwar  aad  disorder  produced,  but  which 
nemr  wDidd  hag  MtrriTe  those  neooakiea,  which 
fsaee  would  remove.  But  there  was  no  sueh 
offbr;  nor  was  now  the  time  to  digest  such  a 
bwdaess  as  a  tieaty,  if  this  woe  an  ofier  really 
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He  would  not,  then,  fuieiftdly  iadnlge  himself 
or  his  constituents  in  nopes  which  a  new  of  the 
interests  of  France  showed  him  to  be  fallacieus, 
and  he  would  not  ia  so  serious  a  question  sujnnae 
diat  tlwy,  mmre  than  we,  would  act  steaduy  oa 
any  other  principle  than  interest;  it  was  tiie  o^ 
immortal  pri^ipleia  the  iateremrae  of  naCions{ 
it  may  vary  its  shape  amd  aaadifieation,  but  mtv 
its  uanire ;  and  it  is  the  most  usefiiL  as  it  cottfains 
a  perpetual  stimulus  to  honest  emulation. 

Haid  a  detail  been  entered  into  by  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side,  of  those  provisions  which  we  dionld 
rijshtfiiUy  expect  of  any  Power,  in  whose  ikwct 
diseriaiaation  was  intended,  our  judgm«DU  wooU 
have  had  some  empl^meat  on  axed  and  eertaia 
objects;  we  bu|^  &om  a  correct  view  of  the 
benefits  and  temi)tation  presented,  liave  estimated 
with  some  jwecisioQ:,  though  not  with  perfeet  ac- 
curacy, the  valaa  of  that  gain  which  anch  a  ceaF> 
mutation  promised,  hut  at  present  we  ^reM  in  t&e 
dark,  and  foresaw  nothing  with  oertmnty  j  cai»- 
merce  was  to  be  let  loose  to  be  Uown  to  any 
quarter  of  the  worid,  but  its  certain  directaoa  was 
not  t»  be  counted  uptm,  and  oouU  not  be  foiaeufc.. 

It  was  impoesiUe,  he  obaerveiL  to  cakulatB  ika 
extent  of  the  good  and  the  evil ;  but  we  were  cer- 
tain that  there  was  not  aaMtoa  in  the  wmU  rtaAr 
and  prepared  at  present  eidier  la  Mcaive  cm  a»- 
vanees,  or  to  supply  us  with  manufiwtnrei^  if  theia 
resolutions  suecMd.  The  only  ootmtry  to  whiefa 
we  could  lo(Aas  a  substitute  to  the  British  narkefcf 
is  at  present  in  a  slaite  so  convulsed,  and  in  such  a 
patDxysm  of  afiucs,  that  from  ihenee  we  had 
nothing  to  expecL  nor  did  he  think  chat  a  treaty,  { 
of  which  he  had  heard  some  intimatioB,  with  that 
couitiy  of  justks  and  recifwoeity  would  suit  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Mdbrat  much  questiosiod 
whether  any  treaty  with  the  Powers  of  Europe  on 
perfect  reciprocity,  for  instance  with  mutual  du- 
ties ef  say  nv«  per  cent,  oa  imparts^  woodd  suit 
our  situatim.  Bach  a  one  woold  smt  those  aa* 
tions  onhr  in  which  mannftdtures  had  ohtuaed 
oMsiderabU  perfection,  bat  w«uU  be  -Ae  mia  at 
our  inftnt  maniriaetnres,  which  w«  mam  aad 
ottg^t  oeeasimiaBy  to  prottd,  by  ^ties  vatied  «»>  ! 
eoraiag  to  their  i»^res8loa,and  theprahabiltftyof 
the  suwly  irom  them  proving  adequate  to  9m  I 
demands,  i 

The  e^ts  of  these  resolutLMs  on  our  iamiaal 
affairs  immediate,  would  jDsove  that  they  iMfee 
peraicioiis  and  a  B»i  tax  without  a  weUrfionnded  i 
,  reason.  They  weald  immediately  be  pereeered 
in  a  diminutioa  of  obr  revemte^  in  their  tqsesatiiMi  ! 
on  the  value  and  price  of  goods,  and  in  the  ledsw- 
tion  t^  the  TaUe  of  oar  prodaeeand  raw  saaserialK 
The  last  woald  be  affected  from  the  discoar^B>  j 
ment  of  fuwign  dipping.   The  flrsL  from  the  &n-  i 
alnlity  to  iHiog  in  foreign  manumetures.  from 
which  a  duty  oouU  be  raised,  because  the  line  of 
trade  and  aorrespoodtnce  beioff  altered,  it  waa 
possible  to  say  when  or  whore  the  hnporting  mc*> 
ehant  weald  be  abk  to  Horn  now  connexioas 
abroad,  which  were  not  ^ings  of  a  day  or  a  yanr, 
but  reqnirad  much  time  and  mutual  confidence  to 
mature. 

The  Talnccf  gaodiiwanU  iamiadiaMily  tise,  —J 
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(he  merchant,  ererf  where  acfaated  hjr  die  same 
pnnciide,  mtetest,  vrhrah  oQght  to  ffuide  ui  here, 
woDid  benefit  bjr  the  monopoly  of  goods  to  the 
ifljwy-  of  the  flumer. 

xhe  moment  these  resolutionft  pass,  said  Mr. 
Mdbbat,  there  is  not  a  shop  or  a  store  in  Phila- 
delphia in  which  erery  imported  article  wilt  not 
rise  in  pice  fifteen  per  cent^  while  our  own  pro- 
duce will  probably  fall.  Bat  a  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Nicbolas}  wishes  to  see  retrench- 
ment; be  confessed  he  saw  no  reason  for  rioleot 
sdf-deniaL  There  was  no  society,  he  belieTed,  in 
th«  worfd  that  coold  so  well  afford  to  lire  well, 
and  taste  of  every  rational  and  refined  enjoyment 
•s  the  citizens  of  this  tree  and  happy  country. 
The  onirersal  prosperinr  which  this  rery  com- 
Bwree,  which  is  designed  to  be  destroyed,  oiffbsea 
Ihioufl^oat  Ameriea,  jnsdfies  enjoymnit  Very 
BftCnnl  would  it  be  for  the  flintter  to  inqiure  the 
eaoses  of  this  sadden  rise  in  Ae  price  agamst  him. 
He  wonid  be  tcM  ^t  the  British  had  insulted  onr 
ftBg,uidthereforeoarsystemofself-deDtri.  Could 
itbeanflrered  that  we  nad  exhausted  all  the  gentle 
means  of  nidation?  or  could  any  man  lay  his 
filler onany country,  inam8p,andsay  we  harea 
certainty  that  from  this  country  we  shall  not  only 
bare  supplies  of  goods,  but  sure  and  high  priced  for 
our  country  produce?  This  could  not  be  said. 
Were  there  such  a  eounfry  now  prepared  and  rea- 
dy to  snbstitnte  for  our  present  connexions,  he 
MM  he  WTHiH  feel  more  justified  hi  roting  for  this 
ahange,  for  he,  like  erery  other  American,  had 
severely  feh  the  indignities  offered  to  our  flag  and 
posts  by  the  Britidi. 

Bot,  said  Mr.  Hvuat.  it  has  been  more  tfaad 
idtbsate^  even  in  this  Honse,  that  our  country 
kni  i^Mied  a  pusillanimous  conduct  and  stood  in 
a  hmmiKating  point  t^view.  He  denied  it.  No 
itoontry  on  «irdi  stood,  he  beliered,  io  a  more  ex- 
alted station  among  the  nations,  nor  better  snn- 
pttrted  the  character  of  a  spirited  people.  Could 
any  nation  be  chai^d  with  pusillanimity  that  had 
declared  such  a  neutrality  as  this  country  did  last 
S^ng  ?  At  a  time  whan  aU  the  great  and  for^ 
UHdalne  Powers  in  Europe,  combinmg  every  en- 
^Be  of  immense  force  and  despotinn  i^inat  the 
French,  were  hovering  ronod  h&  borders,  and 
seemed  determined  to  crush  her ;  at  a  time  when 
Ae  hid  not  ene  ally  on  eartii,  and  no  nation  re* 
••it«d  berMinisten,  the  tJuited  States  dared  to 
maintain  a  treaty,  that  looked  the  proodMt  na- 
tioaa  i&  tlie  ftee!  They  dand  to  be  fast  and 
Aeie  was  a  magnanimity  in  ventmhtg  so  fhr  in 
such  times,  and  on  so  hazardous  stlpuIatEMis,  that 
not  only  rescued  them  from  every  charge  ca  hu- 
u^atiott,  but,  in  his  otinion,  added  to  the  glory 
of  the  country.  IVo,  this  country  was  not  hum- 
Ued.   lake  a  young  man  of  virtuous  mind,  and 
of  fortitude,  just  setting  out  into  liffe  and  business, 
ihe  e<miports  herself  among  the  nations  with  dig- 
uified  reserve,  with  amiable  and  innocent  man- 
ners; stke  complied  with  her  engagements  diot^h 
immUient  danger  overhtmg  the  performance,  and 
bravely  trutta  the  consequences  to  Providence. 

Mr.  M.  concluded  with  observing,  that  the  state 
of  the  debate  presented  no  temptation  to  discus- 


sion, as  all  the  pointe  trf'Tdative  pririt«geil  and 
restrictions,  ana  the  items  of  trade,  had  beenaUy 
and  (rften  stated.  He  had  conclude)^  that  as  out 
trade  does  not  at  pr«ent  (putti^  the  disturbancea 
of  war  out  of  the  qaeslion)  suffer  from  many  re- 
strictions which,  when  unacquainted  widi  thrt 
subject,  he  thought  did  exist;  as  some  of  the  ex- 
isting restrictions  against  us  belonged  to  systems 
over  vrtiich  we  had  no  certain  control,  and  whldh 
it  did  not  suit  us  to  imitate  strictly ;  as  the  reso- 
lutions contemplated  a  change  without  afibrdiiuf 
a  substitute  in  any  degree,  much  less  to  more  af 
vanta^ ;  and  as  negotiation  was  not  yet  at  an 
end,  from  which  he  hoped  for  some  redress ;  as 
peace  was  his  very  first  object,  and,  he  beUeved* 
that  of  his  constituents,  and  as  those  resolutions 
might  go  to  distarb  it,  and  did  not  aj^ear  to  him 
si^ported  by  a  certainty  of  advantage,  thoofdi  fi^ 
krmd  by  great  present  and  eettain  nuschi^  h0 
should  vote  agauist  them. 

Mr.  M.  havine  concluded  his  speech,  thb  Coril- 
mittee  rose  and  iiad  leave  to  sit  again. 

WEDinsnAT,  January  29. 
The  House  anin  restdred  itself  into  a  Commit* 
tee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  ap> 
profviations  for  the  support  of  Government,  fm 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  theicifl^  tha  Gonr 
mittee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

GOiniBBCE  OT  TVS  CWmED  flTATESb 

The  House  thentesolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whdfl  House  on  the  Report  of  the  8^ 
eretary  of  State  on  the  privileges  and  testrictiona 
on  the  commerce  of  the  Unit^  Smtes : 

Mr.  MADTsoTt  nii^  that  most  of  the  object 
tloas  against  the  proposed  resolutions  had  lleen 
made  by  those  Who  meant  to  combat  them,  itt^ 
tttat  a  question  would  soon  be  called  for;  it  might 
perhaps,  be  expected  that  he  should  review  those 
objections,  and  assign  the  reasons  which  induced 
him  to  continue  in  the  opinion  he  at  first  enter- 
tained. He.  wished  it  not  to  be  understood  that 
he  meant  to  examine  every  partictilar  argument 
which,  in  the  course  of  so  extensive  a  discossion^ 
had  been  oj^wsed  to  the  measure.  The  Commit- 
tee must  have  p^elred  that  some  of  them  had 
been  of  a  nature  not  to  merit  an  answer,  and  that 
ethers  had  snffieienUy  answered  tiiemselves.  He 
dwuld^  extend  his  bbaemtfons  to  such  topics  only 
as  m^glrt  be  ^oiq|9Kt  to  neetf  ezi^anation,  and  to 
have  an  mflttenee  on  the  question. 

Previous,  howiever,  to  this  genera!  survey  of  die 
ground  which  had  been  traveled  over,  be  should 
so  far  presume  on  the  patience  of  the  Committee 
as  to  recur  to  the  original  opposition  made  by  th^ 
member  firom  South  Cardma,  [Mr.  SHrrn,]  and 
to  take  notice  of  some  particuTars,  in  what  had 
been  arged  by  him,  which  were  len  unanswered 
at  the  time. 

The  gentleman  had  dioOght  proper  to  introduce 
his  discourse  with  a  very  unmerited  attack  on  the 
lata  SecreUYv  of  State,  and  to  mingle  with  it  a 
tariety  of  criticisms  on  dre  facts  and  opinions 
stated  in  his  r^rt  on  the  sulrject  under  consider- 
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»ti(».  The  spirit  and  manner  in  which  the  attack 
had  been  made,  and  which  could  not  hare  escaped 
the  attention  of  the  Committee,  would  be  left  in 
that  silence  which  may  best  express  the  sentiment 
they  must  have  inspired.  He  shouldL  indeed,  hare 
thought  it  less  necessary  to  take  furUier  notice 
than  he  had  already  done  of  the  matter  of  the 
gentleman's  remarks,  if  attempts  had  not  been 
made,  particularly  by  a  friend  of  the  gentleman, 
[Mr.  Ameb,]  to  give  a  weight  to  his  statements 
and  inferences  which  it  would  be  shown  they  did 
not  merit ;  and  if  the  task  did  not  afford  an  oppor- 
tunity of  elucidating  some  particular  points  relied 
On  by  the  opponents  of  the  resolutions. 

It  was  made  a  charge  a^inst  the  Secretary  of 
State,  that  he  takes  no  notice  of  the  higher  duty 
imposed  by  Great  Britun  on  other  foreign  tobac- 
co than  is  imposed  on  American,  (the  former  be- 
3^  6d.  sterling  a  pound,  the  latter  Is.  3d.,)  whilst 
he  takes  care  to  mention  the  high  duty  imposed 
on  the  American ;  although  the  discrimination  is 
in  fkTor  of  the  United  States,  and  is  against  Por- 
togal^a  country  in  particular  connexion  with  Great 
Britain}  and  although  the  high  duty  of  Is.  3d.  is 
immaterial  to  the  United  States,  being  jnid  by  the 
ecnsamer  of  the  tobacco  in  Great  Britain. 

It  was  unfortunate  for  the  gentleman,  that  this 
charge  is  fallacious,  in  every  member  of  it : 

1.  The  discrimination  is  not  in  favor  of  the 
United  States,  either  in  its  intention  or  in  its  ope- 
ration; not  in  its  intention,  because  it  was  made 
in  refereoce  to  this  coontiy  when  it  was  a  part  of 
the  British  Empire,  and  not  in  reference  to  os  as 
independent  States;  not  in  iu  operatioa,  because, 
if  the  discriminatiott  were  abuiahed.  it  would 
Im'ng  no  rival  of  our  tobftcco  into  die  Britirit.  mar- 
ket. This  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  in  other  mar- 
kets, as  that  of  France,  where  no  such  discrimiiUfr- 
ticm  exists,  the  American  tobacco  is  wifhont  «  ri- 
val. It  was  well  known  that  thu  and  the  other 

S parent  favors  to  this  country  were  a  remnant  of 
e  old  Colonial  Code,  which,  having  become  a 
dead  letter  on  the  Statute  Book,  had  not  yet  been 
•truck  out  of  it. 

2.  If  the  discrimination  bad  no  effect  in  favor 
of  the  United  States,  it  could  not,  for  the  same 
reason,  be  a  prejudice  to  Portugal  If  it  were  ne- 
cessary and  iH'oper  to  go  into  the  inquiry,  more 
direct jproofs  could  be  given  on  this  point, 

3.  High  duties  do  affect  the  United  statysLwhidt 
inoduce  the  article,  though  paid  by  the  British 
consumers.  They  have  a  double  effect ;  they  les- 
aen  the  quantity  called  for;  aod,  by  lessening  the 
competition,  they  lessen  also  the  pnce.  This  was 
a  truth  that  could  need  no  commmt. 

It  was  to  be  remarked,  however,  that  the  zeal  of 
the  gentleman  <m  this  subject  wias  such,  that  it 
had  led  him  to  extend  the  fellacy  of  his  rea- 
Mning  to  rice,  the  staple  article  of  his  own  State. 
This  article  pays  a  duty  of  Is.  4d.  sterling  per  hun- 
dred weight ;  but,  like  the  duty  on  tobacco,  being 
paid  by  the  consumer,  was  said  to  beof  litue  con- 
cern to  us. 

Call  the  price  of  rice  10s.  sterling,  the  duty  is 
J.  4d.  The  whole  class  of  peoide,  then,  in  Great 
Britain,  between  the  class  who  cannot  afibtd  to 


eat  rice  at  the  price  of  10s.,  and  the  class  who  ate 
willing  to  eat  it  at  17s.  ^d^are  prohibited  the 
consumption  by  the  duty.  Was  this  a  citcunt' 
stance  of  no  concern  to  the  rice  planters?  The 
gentleman  should  have  been  remmded  of  his  er- 
ror by  his  own  arguments. 

As  an  apolc^  tor  the  duty  imposed  in  Great 
Britain,  he  tells  us  it  was  meant  to  prevent  the 
use  of  rice  as  a  n^ituU  for  the  bread-stufls  pro- 
duced by  Great  Britain  herself.  Without  the 
preventing  duty,  then,  rice  would  have  been  «u&- 
ttituted  in  place  of  wheat,  in  the  opinion  of  die 
British  Paruament,  and  the  demand  for  it  in  the 
British  market  so  far  increased. 

As  a  merit  in  the  British  West  India  regula- 
tions over  those  of  Franc«Lit  was  stated  by  the 
gentleman  that  rice  in  the  West  Indies  is  a  com- 
mon food;  that,  in  the  British,  the  importation  of 
it  is  free;  in  ^e  French,  subject  to  a  duty,  though 
an  incon^derable  cme.  In  Britain,  then,  where 
there  is  a  high  duty,  rice  is  not  an  article  of  com- 
mon food;  in  the  Islands,  where  there  is  no  duty, 
it  is  a  common  food ;  and  the  advantage  of  tto 
British  West  India  market  to  us  over  the  French 
is,  that  the  duty  in  the  latter  favors  cheaper  miih 
ttitutee. 

Another  proof  of  the  disposition  of  Great  Britain 
to  favor  the  United  States  in  the  West  India 
market,  is  the  prohibition  of  all  foreign  rice  bet 
the  American.  The  same  remark  may  be  re- 
peated here,  which  was  applied  to  the  discrimioa- 
tion  in  favor  a£  our  tobacco.  It  is  an  old  Colony 
regulation  that  has  no  effect  whatever.  What 
other  foreign  rice  could  be  brou|^t  to  the  West 
Indies?  Is  it  the  Bast  India  rice?  That  is  ^ 
bibited  by  its  distance.  Is  it  the  rice  of  Portugal? 
That  is  prohibited  by  the  laws  of  Portugal,  and 
probablyalso  by  the  lower  price  of  the  CaroUnarice. 

The  inference  which  the  gentleman  baddiawa 
from  the  comparative  reguhuions  of  Great  Britain  ^ 
and  France,  on  the  subject  of  rice,  was  so  coritfw  i 
that  it  was  worth  a  moment's  attention. 

The  facts,  Mr.  Madison  observed,  stood  thus: 
In  France,  the  duty  is  i  per  cent.  In  Great  Bri- 
tain, 75,  4d.  sterling  a  hundred.  In  tbf  French 
i^ands,  the  duty  is  1  per  cent.  In  the  British) 
free,  with  a  prohibition  of  other  foreign  rice. 

As  the  duty  of  1  per  cent,  is  scarcely  seniibl^ 
and  the  prohibition,  ai  shown,  is  merely  nraninal, 
the  inequality  in  the  islands  may  be  regarded 
too  immaterial  to  affect  the  comparison. 

Passing  to  the  two  parent  Stat«^  the  duty  in 
France  is  i  per  cent.;  the  duty  in  Great  BriwflS 
50  or  60  per  cent. 

Here,  then,  is  nearly  an  equality  in  we  part, 
and  a  difference  of  50  or  60  per  cent,  in  the  othtf 
part,  of  the  two  Dominiims ;  and  yet  the  gentle- 
man could  say  it  was  not  easy  to  pronounce 
whether  the  article  rice  stands  on  a  better  foot- 
ing in  the  system  of  the  one  than  in  the  system  ^ 
the  other. 

Another  charge  against  the  Secretary  of  State 
is,  that  his  Report  calls  the  discriminating  duties 
in  Great  Britun  in  favor  of  American  wood  small, 
whereas  they  are  contideraUe,  and  in  aeTetal  in- 
stances hi{|h. 
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Mr.  Madison  said,  he  had  not  found  Idsure  to 
trace  this  branch  of  oar  exports  into  all  the  detaUs 
necessary  to  decide  in  what  degree  the  dnties 
were  small  or  considerable,  and  in  what  proportion 
the  sereia]  datied  articles  went  to  Oreat  Britain. 
He  obaerred,  in  gaieral,  that  the  greater  part  of 
onr  woods  were  exported  to  the  West  Indies,  not 
to  Great  Britain  j  uiat  in  the  ship-Voods,  at  kast, 
^  Baltic  natioDS  were  not  rirats  to  the  United 
States.  It  was  known  that  Sweden  and  Denmark 
■were  so  deficient  in  oak,  that  their  public  naries 
were  supplied  from  Germany,  and  that  the  ship 
timbers  of  Russia  were  transported  a  thousand  or 
twelve  hundred  miles  from  her  interior  Dominions. 
The  fir.  of  which  die  Swedish  and  Danish  mer- 
chant ships  were  built,  does  not  last  more  than 
seven  or  eight  years,  and  could  not  therefore,  be 
a  rival  to  the  durable  woods  of  the  United  States. 

He  observed,  also,  that  lumber,  and  particularly 
the  ship-woods  of  the  country,  were  so  precious, 
and  so  sure  of  being  in  demand,  that  they  never 
coold  fear  a  rival  or  need  a  foreign  bounty.  This 
was  an  artiele  very  difierent  from  such  as  were  an 
annual  product  of  the  earth,  and  as  could  be  raised 
uriterever  the  climate  and sodpermitted, according 
to  the  occasional  demand.  The  forests  that  were 
to  supply  the  ship  yards  were  the  growth  of  cen- 
tories;  and  where  oiwe  destroyed  as  theygene- 
lallr  are  in  Enrppe,  are  rarely  replaced  at  al^  and 
WTcr  can  becnne  the  rival  to  America,  which 
einoys  them  as  the  spontaneous       of  nature. 

To  enhance  the  merit  of  the  British  regulations. 
the  gentleman  had  told  us  that  wood  was  subject 
to  a  duty  of  1  per  cent,  in  the  French  Islands,  and 
in  the  British  free^  with  a  prohibition  of  other 
foreign  wood.  This  was  of  little  consequence. 
The  duty  was  a  trifle,  and,  falling  on  a  necessary 
article,  to  be  got  no  where  else,  probably  was  paid 
by  the  French  Islanders.  And  the  prohibition 
was  ideal,  the  American  wood  being  th«  raJy  re- 
•oarce  for  the  British  market. 

The  article  of  fish  was  admitted  by  the  gentle- 
man  himself  to  be  more  favored  1:^  the  French 
Aan  the  British  system,  diough  he  admits  it  with 
velactance,  and  diminishes  the  difierenee  as  much 
as  possible.  The  case,  however,  is  so  clear  and 
the  beta  so  palpable,  that  they  speak  for  them- 
selres.  Under  the  French  regulations,  this  im- 
portant article  of  our  commerce  is  subject  to  du- 
ties only  in  Europe  and  the  West  Indies.  Under 
the  British,  it  is  under  prohibition  in  both.  The 
amount  of  the  whole  export  is  382,237  quintals  of 
di7,and  57,424  barrels  of  pickled  fish:  Of  this, 
the  French  consumption  is  252,171  qttiutal&,and 
46,164  barrels;  that  is,  nearly  two-thirds  of  the 
dry  and  four-fifVhs  of  the  pickled  fish. 

Here  Mr.  Mabibon,  proceeding  to  the  subject 
of  whale  oil,  called  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
partienlarly  to  the  representation  and  langtia^  of 
Mr.  Smitb  as  to  the  conduct  of  France,  in  mviting 
«lw  fishermen  of  Nantucket  to  remove  and  settle 
at  Dunkirk.  Mr.  Suim,  he  said,  had  not  only 
andcrraloed  the  monopoly  of  the  French  market 
granted  to  the  United  States,  but  had,  by  a  mnti- 
uted  qnotation  of  a  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
Stmtt  on  the  firiieries,  changed  the  true  aspeet 


the  attempt  to  draw  away  the  Nantucket  fishei^ 
men.  The  fact  was,  that  although  the  conduct  of 
France  was  very  different  from  what  was  to  have 
been  wished,  as  well  as  from  what  was  contem- 
plated by  the  Marquis  Lafayettb,  who  had' pa- 
tronised the  interest  of  the  fishermen,  yet  that  the 
project  of  tempting  them  to  emigrate  nad  prigin- 
ated  in  Great  Britain,  and  was  a  counter  project 
on  the  part  of  France.  How  the  gentleman  hap- 
pened to  omit  the  antecedent  attempt  of  Great 
Britain,  and  thereby  exaggerate  that  of  France, 
Mr.  Madison  did  not  nnoertake  to  explain ;  but  it 
was  the  more  extraordinary ^as  the  whole  account 
of  the  transaction  was  contained  in  the  same  page 
of  the  Report,  nay,  in  the  same  paragraph,  from 
which  the  gentleman  had  extracted  his  inform- 
ation. 

Here  he  read  the  passage  in  that  Report,  an4 
produced  the  British  statute,  inviting  the  whale 
fishermen,  by  an  offer  of  certain  privileges,  to  emi- 
grate to  Great  Britain. 

A  further  charge  against  the  Secretary  of  State 
is,  that,  in  his  statement  of  the  tonnage  of  tne  United 
States  employed  in  the  trade  with  the  French 
and  British  Ewninions,  he  founds  it,  not  on  tho 
actual  number  of  slup^  but  on  the  actual  number 
of  entries.  This  charge  was  as  singular  as  it  was 
uncandid.  . 

The  Report  stated  the  fact,  that  the  American 
tonnage  entering  our  ports,  from  the  several  na- 
tions with  whicn  the  Unitea  States  traded,  was  so 
and  so ;  and  in  this  statement  it  pursued  tne  offi- 
cial returns  made  on  the  sul^ect.  What  more 
was  to  be  required  1 

In  giving  the  fact,  the  Secretary  imposed  on  no 
one,  Mcause  he  stated  the  tonni^  to  be  entrf 
tonnage,  as  it  really  was. 

He  followed  the  best  guide  that  existed— an 
official  return  from  the  proper  offices. 

No  return  of  the  actual  tonnage  as  distinguished 
from  the  entry  tonnage,  had  at  the  time  ever  been 
made  flrom  any  office  or  caUed  for  by  any  actof 
Congress. 

The  first  i«tam  ever  made  in  the  latter  form, 
was  called  for  since  the  resdutions  on  the  tabla 

were  proposed. 

These  considerations  might  hare  restrained  the 
gentlemen  from  this  unwarranted  attack  on  the 
accuracy  of  the  Report. 

But  he  ought  at  least  to  have  been  sure  that^ 
whilst  he  was  charging  the  Secretary  with  fid- 
lo  witig  an  erroneous  guide,  he  was  himself  follow- 
ing one  that  was  not  erroneous.  The  examinatitm 
or  this  point  involved  facts  which  merited  the 
particular  attention  of  the  Committee. 

The  statement  of  the  entry  tonnttfe  of  the 
United  States  in  foreign  trade  for  1792,  lately 
called  for  and  reported,  is  41&331  tons.  Tm 
statement  of  the  actual  tonnage  for  the  same  year, 
is  239,394  tons. 

On  comparing  these  tyro  quantittes.  it  was  evi^ 
dent  uiat  both  could  not  be  right  If  the  eotry 
tonnage  was  no  more  than  was  stated,  it  was  ii^ 
conceivable  that  die  actual  tonnage  could  be  as 
much  as  was  stated.  It  would  allow  the  fessds 
in  the  Boropean  and' West- India  trades,  together, 
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bat  somewhat  more  than  one  Toyace  and  a  third' 
a  year.  It  could  Dever  be  supposed  that  this  cor- 
responded with  the  fact  How^  then,  was  the  in- 
consistency in  the  two  statements  to  be  explained? 
Mr.  Madison  said,  as  be  did  not  know  by  what 
nde  the  actual  toimage  was  made  up,  he  would 
form  no  conjectnre  on  the  subject.  He  hoped  and 
wished ,  that  some  gentleman  more  eonrersant 
-with  It  would  solve  the  phenomenon.  He  did  not 
call  on  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  be- 
cause he,  most  of  all,  must  he  puzzled  to  account 
fat  it ;  having  stated  tiiat  our  Tessels  in  the  trade 
to  Europe  make  two  voyages,  and  in  the  West 
India  trade  four  voyages,  a  year. 

Bendes  the  evidence  conwned  in  this  comput- 
aon  of  the  a^regate  tonnage  in  the  two  different 
forms  in  whiui  it  had  been  reported,  the  existence 
of  error  somewhere,  and  probably  in  the  account 
of  the  actual  tonnage,  resulted  from  a  comparative 
Tiew  of  our  exports  to  the  British  Dominions,  for 
Ae  two  years  of  1790  and  1792,  and  of  the  wnole 
tonqage,  American  and  Britidi,  emidoyed  in  eon- 
Tevine  them. 

In  ue  former  year,  the  exports  were  $9,363,416. 
In  the  latter,  $8,269,495;  the  excess  for  1790, 
tL093,921. 

The  entry  tonnage,  British  and  American,  for 
T790,  was  773,580  tana. 

The  British  entry  tonni^  for  1792,  was  206,384 
ttms.  The  actual  American  tonnage  for  17^ 
ms,  according  to  ttie  official  statement,  66.582 
tons ;  .which,  turned  into  entry  tonnage  according 
Co  the  jmyortion  of  the  whde  actual  to  the  whde 
entry  tcmnage  for  that  year,  makes  the  American 
entrV  tonnaSe,  in  the  trade  to  Great  Britain,  about 
95,000  tons.  Adding  this  to  the  British  entry 
tonnage  of  206,384  tons,  the  British  and  Ameri- 
caDj  together,  for  1792,  amounts  to  301,384  tons; 
"Which  exceeds  the  tonnage  of  1790  no  less  than 
117,804  tcms. 

According  to  this  calculation,  which  embraces 
4ihe  actual  tonnage  as  stated  to  the  House,  there 
Would  be  27,804  tons  more  employed  in  transport- 
ing $1,09^921  less}  making  our  tonnage  to  in- 
crease m  that  proportion  as  the  eAploymeut  of  it 
decreased. 

There  was  a  possibility,  Mr.  Madison  observed, 
Att  die  eoorse  of  trade  m  the  two  years  might  be 
such,  duit  more  of  the  vessels  emjdoyed  in  the  ex- 
portattons  to  Great  Britain  miglit  m  entered  in 
1790  as  coming  ftom  some  other  country  than  in 
179^2  j  but.  tbe^  was  no  known  circumstance 
wbich  authorized  this  solution,  and  as  it  seemed 
demonstrable,  in  general,  that  error  existed  some- 
wlhcrf  in  the  statements,  and  most  prc^bly  in 
tfic^t  lit'  ih.  aciual  tonnage,  he  concluded  that  it 
ougbi  to  be  referred  to  that  source:  and,  conse- 
^uiQD-dy,  thai  the  guide  followed  by  the  Secretary 

■  fei*  t**^  entry  tonna^  the  Mily  one 

1^  |(u  to  firilow }  was  not  more  inaccurate  than 
Ae  actual  ttmnage  would  have  been,  which  guided 
the  member  from  Sooth  Carolina. 

Another  posicioB  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on 
Wiich  ft  cbaige  is  founded  i^ "that  Ae  greater 
|»rt  of  what  Great  Britftin  receives  from  the 
United  States  ii  n-^^pott^/*  This  position,  Kb. 


Madison  leminded  the  Cainmittc«,  related  to 
Great  Britain,  without  comprehending  the  West 
India  Islands,  which  formed  a  distinct  branch  in 
the  Secretary's  Report.  How  iar  it  was  liable  to 
the  exceptions  taken  against  it,  would  aHteacfroB 
an  exammation  of  facts. 

To  obviate  criticisms,  Mr.  Madison  said  he 
would  take  for  the  basis  of  his  calculations  Uu 
statement,  given  in  detail  by  the  gentleman  hinr 
self,  of  the  exports  for  1790  to  the  French  u4 
British  Domimons ;  which,  though  not  extended 
to  every  item,  appr«whed  so  near  to  a  Aill  visw 

the  trade  as  to  m  adequate  to  the  purpose. 

In  the  statement,  the  expaitB  to  Great  Britak 
stand  at  $6,651,429;  from  which  must  be  sab- 
tracted,  for  the  c<aaparison,  the  amount  of  the 
several  re-exportations,  as  far  as  they  can  be  li* 
qiiidated. 

Thbacco. — It  appears,  from  an  official  docu- 
ment, that  the  tobacco  exp(»ted  to  Great  Britain 
in  1791  was  67,286  ho^eads.  A  return  Sot 
another  year  states  the  quantity  to  be  52,505  hogs- 
heads. It  appeared  from  the  revenue  returns  of 
Great  Britain,  that  the  consumption  of  this  article 
amounted  to  9.600  hoesheads.  The  ipiopottMi 
re-exported  might  then  k  reasooaUy  set  wwn  st 
four-nfUis  of  the  quantity  imported. 

Rice, — To  obtam  the  {noportion  (rf*  rice  r^*** 
ported,  we  may  take  the  medium  quanti^  in- 
ported  for  three  years  immediately  mcceding  taa 
Revolution,  which,  according  to  a  table  in  Aiida* 
son's  History  of  Commerce,  was  486,543  cwt  By 
another  table  for  the  same  period,  the  mediom 
quantity  exported  was  349,653  cwt.  The  difie^ 
ence  marks  the  consumption,  and  is  136,890  cwt 
The  quantity  exported  to  Great  Britain  from  tht 
United  States  in  1792  was  58,978  barxeU-eqW 
to  294,890  cwt  Comparing  the  quantity  eoa* 
sumed  with  this  Quantity,  it  appears  that  motf 
than  half,  though  less  thjii  twoHhirds,  is  le-o^ 
ported — call  the  re-exportaticm  oneJialf  oaly  <>• 
the  present  importation. 

Indigo. — According  to  a  statement  in  AndeisM) 
the  medium  importations  into  Great  Britun,,"' 
three  years  immediately  preceding  the  Revtuutioii 
were  about  thrice  .the  medium  quantity  expcffWd. 
Call  the  proportion  re-eimorted  now,  hoveva, 
(me-fifth  <Hily,  which  is  probably  below  the 

From  these  proportions,  and  the  data  fumiaow 
by  the  gentleman's  own  sutement,  result  the  loi' 
lowing  justifioauon  U  the  Report  of  the  Secmtary 
on  the  point: 

Exports  to  Cheat  Britaai         .      .  - 
Tobscco      .      .  •3,7M,4S3 
Coiuanied,one4Ab  600^8 


Re-exported  - 
Rioe  - 

Consumed,  on»4wlf 

RMxpnted  • 
Indigo  - 

Consnmed*  Amu- 
fifths  -      .  . 

lte«ijported  - 
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Here,  then,  it  ftopeara  that  their  exportaakNU  of' 
.the  four  articles  aloBe,  of  tofeaeco,  rice,  indigo,  and 
wbeatjure  neater  tluHk  the  whole  e<»8iuB[non  in 
Great  natam  of  the  aitieiea  imported  froaa  the 
United  Slalei,  although  the  loost  nnftToraUe 
ye«r  has  been  taken  6a  the  iaquirr ;  and,  conac- 
qnenlly.that  thepoaitKnLof  thefSeeretaryof  £teate 
-mw  well  fovnded. 

If  it  were  ueeeasacy  to  investigate  tiie  foil 
amount  of  re-«xportattoi».  aereial  artielea  might 
hare  been  addea  to  the  liat,  nteh  as  whale  oil, 
guueng,  fiaueed,  dbc 

Nor  would  it  be  oafiur,  pcchapa,  to  tnclade  the 
primiUve  value  o(  the  articles  re-exported  in  the 
new  forms  given  to  ^cm  hy  ait.  A  great  prt^KN-- 
lioo  <rf'  what  is  sent  from  the  United  States  to 
Gnat  Britain,  in  a  rode  state,  is  worked  into  arti- 
cfes  of  merchandise,^  and  exported  in  the  course  of 
trade.  Take,  for  eiuun|ile|  the  two  artiolea  of  pot 
■nd  peaii  asbiss  and  indigo. 

The  UBount  of  the  «XMrt  of  the  fimner  to 
Great  Britain  is  stated  at  f747^i  oi  which,  if 
no  part  is  re-exported  m  ita  naaUercd  atate,  the 
whole  enters  into  Britiih  mann&etnrea.  Sup- 
fOfling  one^bird  of  there  partieular  manu&etuics 
to  be  exported,  which  appears  to  be  nearly  the 
general  proportion,  the  value  of  pot  and  pcari 
mbMB  ro^xported  is  11349,026.  The  indigo  used 
in  Great  Britain  has  appeared  to  be  $379^064,  <me- 
ihird  ot  which,  reexported  as  an  ingiiraient  in 
maaBfiutucca,  is  $126,354^.  These  two  items 
alone  amount  to  t375;880) ;  and,  with  many  others, 
aaigikt  be  added  to  the  maaa  of  re-^ortatkms. 
But  they  are  stated  rather  to  throw  light  on  the 
ooeral  charaotcr  of  our  trade  with  Qnajt  Britain 
than  to  be  relied  on  in  ^  ^reeent  case,  wfaioh 
hm  been  mfficientljr  daeidsted  by  Mie  direet 
and  aim^  riewB  of  it. 

Mr.  lumaoM  dhmmM  to  Mlgr  ^  calenla' 
tioasbehad  mane  to  the  ^neaoon  diwenwed  by 
Mr.  81HT&  in  relatien  to  the  eompamte  mtr 
ffonanaa  ef  the  Freneb  and  Britiih  ■lariMte  ID  tha 
imdn^iaM  of  «be  United  fitatan 


the  $3,501,067  re-exported,  from 
the  1^,651,429 Imported  itito  Qreat  Britain,  he  re- 
duced her  actual  consumption  to  $3,150,363;  to 
which,  adding  the  $1,805,744  exiwrted  to  the  West 
India  market,  the  whole  British  consamption 
stwds  at  no  more  than  $4,956,106.  On  eomportng 
this  with  ^e  exports  to  the  French  Dominions, 
(vriiich  re-export  none  of  any  consequence,)  to 
wit:  $4,42^^  the  aubieet  took  a  rery  different: 
aspect  Stom  that  which  had  been  given  to  it. 

But  there  was,  Mr.  Madison  obsored,  a  tibt- 
eiraistanee  ot  utmost  importance  to  a  mr  Tieir 
oi  this  question,  which  had  been  wholly  oreV' 
looked  by  the  (^ntleman  from  South  Cardina, 
and  which  cut  up  his  calculations  by^  the  roots. 
The  re-exportations  from  Great  Britam  were  not 
only  to  be  subtracted  from  the  consumption  ttf 
Great  Britain,  but,  in  a  great  decree  bong  orade 
to  France,  were  to  be  added  to  tte  value  «f  ha 
ma^et  to  tiie  agrienlture  and  eommeree  vC 
United  States. 

The  re-exportation  from  Great  Britain  to  France 
could  not  be  aceuntdy  fixed  by  any  documents  to 
be  had  h«e.  In  generalj  they  were  known  to  be 
great.  He  would,  he  said,  confine  hmwdf  to  the 
two  articles  of  tobacco  and  flour,  of  wioA  he  esti- 
mated the  amount  as  follows : 

The  tobacco  exported  from  the  Uuted  BiMBfe 
appears  to  be  about  100,000  hogsheads.  It  li 
valued  in  the  return  of  oar  exports  at  $4,349,667. 
It  ia  known  Aat  France  consumes  about  oae- 
fourth  of  the  whole  quantity  exported:  that  b, 
$1,087,392.  It  appears,  by  the  return  of  our  e»- 
ports,  that  the  direet  e^rts  ot  this  article  to 
Pramw  atand  at  $384,6^.  The  indirect  snpplie^ 
then,  to  France,  not  appearing  in  tiie  returns  of 
our  exports,  and  to  be  added  to  tiiem,  are  $7^750. 

Of  the  flour  and  grain  sent  to  Great  Britain,  al- 
lowing, as  above  stated,  one-fourth  to  have  been 
there  consumed,  w^ich  is  probably  beyond  the 
truth,  the  re-exportaticm  amounted  to  $816,680. 
It  is  well  understood  that  France  was  the  market 
where  these  articles  vrere  finally  consumed.  The 
account  may  now  be  stated ; 
To  the  French  market,  directly  exporteid  for  con- 
sumption -  -  -  -  $4,424,386 
Tobacco  indireedy  exported  for  eoa- 

sumption     -         -        -  rO^TW 
Went  and  flour  indirectly  etported  tor 
consumption         -        -        «  MopW 

Total  of  Freneh  eonsumptiai  -  5,94^981 

Total  of  British  consumptitm  -        -  ^96^10$ 

Excess  of  French  consumption        -  966,81'5 

Thus  it  appears,  without  taking  into  the  ac- 
count the  other  articles  re-exported  to  France, 
that  the  market  of  ^t  country  for  our  enorts 
was  worth  to  the  United  States  nearljr  a  mittiaD 
more  than  the  market  of  Great  Britam;  and  yet 
the  gentleman  from  Soudi  Carolina  had  repre» 
•ented  the  British  markets  as  exceeding  the  French 
in  ^e  annud  amount  of  between  three  and  wur 
miUtons  J  and  had  pronounced,  without  hesitatiea, 
tfcnt  Great  Britrin,  in  te^reneetoottr  proAMtions^ 
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WW  a  more  important  cnstomer  than  Fnmcej  al- 
most in  the  ratio  of  two  to  one. 

Mr.  Madisoh,  retoming  to  the  Secretary's  Re- 
port, said  he  hoped,  after  what  had  been  shown^  it 
would  be  needless  to  trouble  the  Committee  with 
further  remarks  on  the  subject.  In  dismissing  it, 
howeTer,  he  could  not  do  justice  to  his  own  im- 
pressions, without  declaring  his  entire  confidence 
uat  the  Report  would  be  regarded  bT  all  discerning 
and  uBivejndiced  judges  as  <»ie  of  the  manr  mon- 
vments  wnieh  its  author  had  left  behind  him^  of 
the  zeal,  the  talents,  and  the  patriotism  with  which 
h»  had  discharged  the  duties  of  his  station ;  and 
that  he  had  carried  with  him  into  retirement  a 
pasiVf,  both  in  his  public  and  private  name,  which 
nothing  that  could  be  mid  within  or  witlumt  the 
walls  of  Congress  could  tarnish. 

Having  gone  through  the  particular  obserrations 
into  which  be  had  been  led  oy  the  attack  made  on 
the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  before  the 
Committee,  he  should  proceed  to  a  more  general 
riew  of  what  had  been  urged  by  the  opponents  of 
the  resolutions  he  had  introduced. 

Among  other  things,  it  had  been  alleged,  in  the 
latter  stages  of  the  debate,  that  the  friends  of  the 
resolutions  had  involved  themselves  in  ineonsia- 
tency,  by  shifting  the  ground  of  argument  fn»n 
commercial  to  pMiticalctHinderations.  In  answer 
to  this  charge^  be  remarked,  Uiat  if  in  any  instance 
.of  hb  public  life  he  was  free  from  the  charge  of 
inconsistency,  it  was  on  the  subject  of  vindicating 
our  national  mterest  against  the  policy  of  Great 
Britain  towards  us;  that  in  all  the  public  stations 
.with  which  he  had  been  htmored  smce  the  peace, 
uA  on  every  occasion  which  had  occurred,  his 
conduct  had  been  marked  by  an  adherence  to  this 
principle }  that  the  resolutions  he  had  last  propos- 
.ed  were  founded  qd  this  princifde ;  that  if  in  the 
first  arguments  8n|^rting  them,  he  had  dwelt 
chiefly  on  commercial  topics,  it  would  be  recollect- 
ed that  he  kept  the  door  op^  for  political  ones,  if 
the  turn  of  the  discussion  shoula  require  them. 
That  he  had  forborne  to  enlu^  on  the  political 
sides  of  the  qaestion,  because  m  thought  it  defen- 
aiUe  on  canmercial  grounds,  and  was  willing  to 
meet  it  on  those  grounds,  because  he  did  not  wish 
to  mingle^  unnecessarily,  irritating  ideas  in  the  dis- 
cvnion,  and  because  be  bad  supposed  that  every 
thing  relating  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  the  Inditms, 
Algerines,  the  spoliations,  &c.,  were  sufficiently 
imprinted  on  every  mind,  and  would  have  all  the 
effeeto  they  ought  to  have,  without  being  particu- 
larly enforced. 

Whilst  he  could  thus  repel  the  charge  of  incon- 
■istency  brought  against  himsdf,  it  must  be  evident, 
he  thouf^t,  how  much  room  there  was  for  retort- 
ing the  charge.  In  the  early  stages  of  the  diseus- 
mxu  there  seemed  but  mie  sentiment  as  to  the 
cooduct  of  Great  Britain,  at  least  in  a  pditical 
Tiew.  The  difference  tamed  on  the  question, 
whether  we  could  or  on^t  to  counteract  her  eon- 
dtuit.  In  the  latter  stages  of  the  discussion,  pallia^ 
tions  if  not  justifications  had  been  tnukiplied  and 
labored,  not  only  with  respect  to  her  commercial 
policy,  but  with  respect  to  the  detention  of  the 
^osts,  the  Indiani^  the  Algerines,  an^  even  the 
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spoliations  of  our  neutral  commerce }  on  the  un- 
lawfulness of  which,  our  Executive  had  groondcil 
the  remonstrance  and  demand  oi  indeimifieatnn 
lying  (m  the  table. 

In  addition  to  this,  he  stated  the  inconnsteney 
between  those  who  maintained  and  those  who  re- 
jected the  theory  of  leaving  commerce  perfectly 
free ;  the  ineonsuteoey  of  rejecting  this  theorr, 
and  yet  refbsing  to  meet  restrictiotts  on  one  side 
with  restrietitms  on  the  other;  the  inconsistoief 
of  condemning  a  commercial  discrimination  be- 
tween nations,  as  contrary  to  the  wise  example  of 
Grreat  Britain,  and  claiming  for  Gbeat  Britam  the 
credit  of  making  such  discnrainations  in  favor  of 
the  United  States.  The  inconsistency  of  predict- 
ing that  the  measure  would  destroy  the  revenue, 
and  insisting  that  the  duUed  articles  would  con- 
tinue to  be  imported  from  the  same  source,  through 
more  expensive  channels.  The  inconsistency  of 
exclaiming  against  topics  and  remarks  which  may 
awaken  the  passions,  and  endeavoring  themselves 
10  alarm  our  fears ;  of  exhorting  the  Committee  to 
consult  its  ju^ment  alone,  and  substituting  for 
arawnent  continued  addressee  to  the  imaginatioB. 

Particular  pains,  he  remarked,  had  been  taWn 
to  exhibit  a  picture  of  our  national  mosperitjr 
which  might  nutter  our  wishes  and  forbid  expen- 
;  menls.  It  was  readily  admitted,  he  said,  that  thm 
were  many  features  ra  the  face  of  our  anairs  which 
were  proper  themes  o£  mutual  eongratulatioB, 
whether  compared  wiik  the  situation  of  other 
countries  or  with  our  own  under  other  ciroum- 
stances.  And  it  gave  him  much  {deasure  to  add, 
that  the  degree  of  prosperity  we  mjoyed,  though 
not  to  be  exclusively  creditM  to  the  change  of  our 
Federal  Gtovemment,  or  to  particular  measures 
under  it,  according  to  the  exaggerations  of  stHoae, 
was  yet  so  far  and  so  evidently  the  fruit  of  that 
change  as  to  do  honor  to  the  people  of  America  in 
adopting  it  He  mentioned  two  mnovatitHis,  mak- 
ing part  of  the  Constitutimi,  which  must  al<me 
have  had  a  powerlul  efiisct  in  meliorating  the  coik- 
dition  of  this  country,  to  wit:  the  prohibition  ef 
paper  money,  or  other  violatitHn  of  contracts,  and 
the  dwlitioa  (tf  incoherent  and  rival  tegukti«is  of 
trade  am<n^  the  several  States.  But  notwithstand- 
ing the  flounshiag  state  of  ourafiairs,  when  viewed 
under  certain  aspects,  it  was  equally  certain  thM 
there  were  others  whveh  suggested  very  different 
reflections. 

He  then  went  into  a  review  <^  the  actual  state 
of  our  commerce,  pariicularly  in  relation  to  Ghrent 
Britain,  and  of  the  several  injuries  of  another  8<»t 
^ich  that  nation  had  superadded  to  her  eomm«r^ 
eial  restrictions. 

He  repeated,  what  he  bad  formerijr  maintained, 
that  there  was  more  of  reciprocity  in  the  footing 
of  commerce  between  Cheat  Britain  and  other 
countries,  and  between  other  counties  and  the 
United  States,  than  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States.  To  prove  the  first  point,  he  re- 
marked that  in  some  usiances  Great  Britain  bad 
treaties  with  other  countries  iriiieh  defined  nnfi 
stipulated  reciprocal  privities)  in  other  Instaneea, 
her  Mstrictio&s  were  countervailed  by  laws  int- 
posing  restrictions  m  her.  To  prove  the  aeemd 
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pOBt  be  remwrked,  that  no  other  natiai  with 
vhicD  the  Uoited  States  carried  on  commnce  had 
a  Navigation  Act  similar  to  that  of  Great  ^tain. 

With  respect  to  the  interconrse  between  the 
United  States  and  Oieat  Britain,  there  was,  he  in- 
nstcd,  a  want  of  reciprocity  thronghont,  that  must 
strike  the  most  superficial  obserTer. 

In  the  article  <a  narication  this  had  been  suffi- 
aiently  pcanted  ont,  ud,  being  admitted  on  all 
aiflei,  UMd  not  be  npeated. 

In  the  trade  between  the  two  eonntries,  our  best 
stifiles,  wheat  and  flout,  fish  and  <nl,  salted  provi- 
sioas,  which  amount  to  oonsiderablf  more  than 
ou-uurd  of  our  eiporta,  were  shut  oat  of  her 
markets;  whilst  all  her  best  stafdes, her  woolens 
her  eottooa,  her  mann&ctures  of  the  metals,  of 
leethn,  and  of  silk,  were  admitted  on  moderate 
duties,  and  enji^ed  in  a  raanner  a  mimopcdy  of 
ear  marbt. 

In  the  articles  of  superfluity  mutaally  admitted, 
there  was  nothing  to  compensate  the  inequality  in 
•ther  oases.  Oar  tt^iacco  paid  a  tax  of  four  or 
&Te  hundred  per  ceut^  our  rice  fifty  or  sixty  per 
cent-  and  our  manuiaetures  of  erery  sort  would  not 
be  adoiitted,  if  we  were  ever  so  able  to  send  them. 
On  the  (Mher  hand^  her  superflnities  were  receired 
under  dote  wiiiehin^general  did  not  en»ed  firmn 
aerai  and  a  luUf  to  fifuen  per  cent. 

In  the  West  India  trade,  berides  the  ezelusion  of 
oar  Tetsels,  whilst  her  own  were  left  free,  there 
were  a  number  of  our  productions  which  were  not 
admitted  into  the  market  there,  whilst  our  laws 
leftHed  uMfaing  that  was  brought  into  the  market 
here. 

He  next  temed  his  attention  to  the  injuries  and 
losses  we  snfiered  in  other  respects. 

As  he  had  not  pMsessed  himself  of  the  eridence, 
he  dionld,  be  said,  leave  it  those  who  had  to  show 
how  &r  the  Indians  were  or  were  not  spurred  on 
to  war  a^nst  us  by  the  a^nts  or  partisans  of 
Great  Britain.  It  wasasufi^ie&t  ground  of  eom- 
^^aint  that  the  posts  were  wron^uUy  detained; 
that  the  detenticHi  had  a  baneful  influence  on  the 
sentiments  and  conduct  of  the  Indians;  and  that 
tlw  snf^ies  tor  thnr  waifhre  were  derired  fVom  a 
trade  authorized  by  the  British  OoTemment,  end 
iraceeted  by  the  posta  whieh  of  right  were  ours 
ud  oi^ht  to  be  used  for  our  defence.  He  combin- 
ed this  proceeding  of  Qreat  Britain  with  the  law- 
las  seizure  of  our  vessels  under  her  instructions 
of  the  8th  cri'  June  last,  observing,  that  whilst  on 
one  side  she  violated  the  laws  of  natiMis  by  carry- 
ing on  a  trade  in  contraband  articles  with  those  at 
war  with  us^  she  iras  on  another  side  violating  the 
kws  <^  natH»s  by  intercepting  our  trade  with 
ihoM  at  war  with  ner,  in  articles  not  etwtraband. 

The  Indian  war.  be  observed,  cost  us  annually 
a  siUD,  exceeding  by  one  million  the  sum  that 
would  probably  be  sufficient  for  the  ddf«nce  of  our 
frontiers  if  the  posts  were  in  our  hands.  The  fur 
trade  depeodinff  on  the  posts  might,  he  thowht, 
be  iuaif  rained  at  two  hundred  thoosand  dtdbn 
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not  immediately  pointed  against  us,  it  must  have 
been  known  that  our  trade  would  be  the  vic- 
tim. The  evil,  therefore,  may  at  least  be  chained 
to  an  unfriendly  disregard  of  our  interests,  if  not 
to  a  positive  hostility  to  them.  The  pecuniary 
ffiOQount  of  this  evil  cannotbe  rated  at  less  than  the 
expense  of  the  armament  proposed  as  a  remedy. 
This  is  stated  at  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  for 
the  outfit,  ahd  he  did  not  expect  that  the  annual 
expense  would  avoage  much  len;  to  which  may 
be  added,  at  a  very  low  eompatation,for  insurance, 
remaining  after  the  armament,  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dolors. 

The  spoliations  committed  oo  our  neutral  com- 
merce, by  Great  Britain  must  be  of  considerable, 
thov^  very  uncertain  amount;  and  the  conse- 

Suential  detriment  to  our  trade  in  general,  fVom 
lese  interruptiot^  and  dangers,  of  a  very  great^ 
thotigh  equally  uncertain  amount.  In  order  to 
t»ing  both  within  a  safe  estimate,  he  said  he  would 
state  the  former  at  the  limited  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  latter  at  no 
more  than  four  hondred  thousand  dollars. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  estimates,  he  said 
there  was  another  item  which,  though  of  a  difier- 
ent  character,  fell  under  a  comprehensive  view  of 
our  BttnatioD ;  and,  being  reducible  to  an  amount 
toleraUr  definite,  aa^t  to  find  a  [dlace  here.  He 
referredto  the  statementbefore  quoted,  from  a  Re- 
port of  the  Secratary  of  Stat^  which  showed  that 
the  loss  to  the  United  States,  from  a  dependence 
on  British  bottoms  forthe  carnage  of  their  produce, 
was  no  less,  annually,  in  time  of  war,  than  three 
millions  two  hundrea  and  fifty  thousand  dollars; 
and,  in  war  and  peace,  averaged  no  less  than  one 
million  three  hundred  and  nmetv-two  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars.  Allovring 
alwut  one-third  of  this  carriage  for  the  reasonable 
share  of  Great  Britain,  (and,  for  reasons  formerly 
derived  from  the  character  of  our  exports,  this  was 
a  full  share.)  the  annual  loss  from  the  dependence 
might  be  called  about  one  million  of  dollars. 

These  calc^tions  he  recapitulated  thus : 
Indian  war  .  -  -  -  1,000,000 
Fur  trade  .  .  -  -  200,000 
Algerine  depredation  -  -  -  600,000 
Insurance  notreducedby  navalarmament  200,000 
British  spoliations  .  .  -  150,000 
Cnuequential  detriment  to  our  trade  -  400,000 
Dependenee  on  British  bottoms       -  1,00(^000 

♦3,550,000 

From  this  view  of  things,  it  was  impossible  to 
deny  that,  however  prosperous  the  United  States 
might  be  in  some  respects,  they  were  in  others 
laboring  under  violations  of  their  rights  and  inter^ 
ests  which  demanded  the  serious  attention  of  the 
Legislature.  Besides  the  unreciprocal  footing  of 
their  commerce,  and  the  indignitfes  offered  them, 
it  was  seen  that  they  wete  hardened  with  an  enfH> 
mons  extra  expense,  and  involved  in  umust  lossei, 
amoonting  to  more  than  three  and  a  half  mOlirais 
of  dc^lan  a  year ;  a  tax  neariy  equal  to  the  heavy 
one  they  had  been  obliged  to  impose  on  themselves. 
Having  taken  this  view  of  our  sitnatira,  he  pro* 
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ceeded  to  coniider  how  fiu*  a  remedy  was  cwk- 
prised  in  the  resolutions  before  the  Conraittee,  by 
tracing  the  probable  operatiou  o£  them,  if  passed 
into  alaw.  [In  this  stage  of  his  obserratioos,  the 
hour  of  adjournment  bung  nearly  arrived,  he  sat 
Jown,  with  an  intimation  that  the  ndtject  would 
be  renewed.] 

On  the  next  day,  Mr.  M.  resumed  the  ttaia  of 
Jus  obserrattous.  and  proceeded  to  ocplavi  the  re- 
medial operations  of  his  propositions: 

First  They  will  make  the  British  naiion 
sensible  that  we  can,  by  just  and  {Mcific  means, 
inflict  ccnuequeuces  whicn  will  make  it  her  inr 
tuest  to  pay  a  just  n^vrd .  to  ooi  agbu  and  ipte- 
ncstB. 

To  enforce  thif  tendency,  he  eiUai^ed  om  the 
ideas  he  had  formerly  expressed  in  ration  to  the 
dependence  oi  Great  Britain  on  the  cMuueroe  of 
the  United  StatetLand the abriovc  and eamitial 
d^jiendeDce  of  the  British  West  Zndiee  on  ^e  sup- 
]Uiesof  the  United  States. 

On  the  latter  subject,  he  ratered  into  a  particu- 
lar reply  to  the  member  fr<»n  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
AjusJ  who  had  argued  that  the  British  regula- 
tion or  the  trade  between  the  UnUed  States  and 
die  West  Indies  was  conformable  to  the  pruiciples 
of  the  Colony  system,  as  established  by  the  com- 
mercial nations  of  Europe,  aod  could  not  therefore 
be  reasonably  complained  of.  2d.  That  the  West 
Indies  eoiiM  obtain  supplies  firom  other  quarters, 
snd  did  not  therefore  depend  oa  the  United  States ; 
nay,  that  there  was  danger,  by  forcing  diese  sup- 
plies into  other  ehvuels,  of  our  losing  that  branch 
of  trade  altogether.  3.  That  the  trade  would 
hardly  employ  more  than  a  dozen  brigs,  and  was 
therefore  not  worth  contending  for. 

In  answer  to  the  first  argument  [of  Mr.  Ahbb,^ 
Mr.  MxDiflOM  undertook  to  show  that  Great  Bri- 
tain had  not  pursued  but  Tiolated  the  principles  of 
the  Colony  system.  The  true  spirit  ofthis  system, 
he  said,  was  to  confine  the  trade  between  the  pa- 
tent country  and  the  Colony  to  their  own  vessels, 
and  to  allowas  little  tradeas  possiUe  between  the 
Colony  and  foreign  countries;  hut  when  a  trade 
with  a  foreign  country  became  necessary  to  the  Co- 
haf^to  aUow  the  finwnveu^ the  tame  catTifine 
frml^ee  aUowd  t9  Meir  own.  Colonies,  he  said, 
vere  to  be  eonsideied  as  parts  of  a  common  em^ 
Mte.  The  trade  betwewk  on«  part  and  another,  as 
oetwean  London  and  Kingston  in  Jamaica,  was  to 
be  considered  equally  an  internal  trade  with  the 
coasting  trade  twtween  Londtm  and  LiTerpooL  or 
the  tmide  between  difierent  ports  of  the  Umted 
States;  and  might,  if  deemed  e^tedien^  be  equal- 
ly restrained  to  domestic  bottoms.  But  when 
a  trade  was  opened  between  a  Colony  and  a 
ibreign  country,  Uie  case  was  changed :  the  foreign 
country  became  a  ffutr,  and  had  a  reeijwoinl 
claim  to  the  use  of  its  oottoms,  as  much  m  Uie 
tnde  with  the  Colony  as  with  any  other  part  of 
Uie  empire  to  which  the  Colony  belonaed.  hx  sup- 
port or  thi*  doatriae,  Mr.  M.  referred  to  the  ex- 
ample of  every  nation  in  Europe,  except  that 
Great  Britain  which  bad  American  Colonics. 
Denmark,  Sweden,  the  United  Netherlands, 
Fmnoe,  8paia,.and  Ponugal,h«4  tb«r  Cokmies, 


as  well  as  Great  Britain;  and  some  t£  them  wei<f 
rigorously  attached  to  the  principles  of  tfae  Col»> 
ny  system}  yet  not  a  sin^  ooe  of  these  nMimi 
had  reiosed,  whenever  a  trade  was  pennitted  at 
all  between  the  Colonies  and  a»otha  oountir,  to 
make  the  carriage  oomrnoo  to  the  vessris  of  ttodi 
the  parties.  Great  Britain  alone  had  attempted  a 
monopoly  in  such  cases  for  her  own  vessels.  Her 
oample,  therefore,  was  an  innovati<m  on  the 
Colony  system,  as  irell  as  an  mfiaction  of  the 
ri^ts  of  recipMieity. 

In  answer  to  the  second  positioa  of  Mr.  Aku, 
he  dwied  that  peimnnent  auppUes  of  pmrisiaM 
and  InnJter  eomd  be  decired  Roa  any  othtr  part 
of  the  world  than  the  United  States;  not  fromdn 
Nnrthera  parts  of  Bmope,  whicb  either  dad  net 
produce  or  were  too  remate  to  send  them ;  not 
from  the  Southern  parts  of  which  dependo 

ed  themselves  «i  the  Northern  parts  andon  ABi»- 
rica;  not  freaa  .Gneat  BfitaJn^  wUcfa  impated 
bread  for  her  own  uae,  anuxmtmg,  (me  year  wiA 
another,  according  to  the  resort  of  the  eommiitet 

the  Privy  Conneil,  to  the  sum  near  thro* 
hundred  thousand  pounds  sccriiag,  and  was  eca* 
lainly  not  an  exporter  of  lumber ;  not  from  Ireland 
which  cooU  not  pnasnd  to  rival  the  United  StatM 
in  any  article  but  that  of  salt  provisions;  and  this 
was  so  much  dearer  that  a  prohibitiok  alone  cf 
ours  could  gain  a  ma^t  fw  hers.  The  gentteman 
had  rdied  on  thec^MciCf  of  Ireland  to  extend  Iht 
cultifatton  of  wheat,  aoas  to  qnre  snmdieB  of  thfe 
article  also.  Such  a  rendition  in  her  interior 
su(e  was  not  very  ptofaaUa.  Bat  he  eught  at  least 
to  hare  remembered  that,  as  the  pasture  lands  of 
Ireland  should  be  turned  into  wheat  fieUs,  her 
exjportsof  beef  would  decrease  in  pnqportion  a*  ste 
might  be  enabled  to  export  bread. 

It  was  a  waste  of  tiuM,  Mr.  M.  said,  to  dispravi^ 
Inr  mimite  inqnirtes,  the  possitality  oi  supplyiag 
the  British  West  Indies  from  the  old  pontiaeal^ 
on  terms  that  would  not  be  worse  than  abandon- 
ing them  altogether.  The  truth  was.  that  the  genr 
tlonan  {Mt.  AMsa]  had,  in  this  particular  gone 
beyond  the  most  sanguine  advocates  of  the  Bntish 
p<Hic¥j  Mr.  Knox  and  Lord  Sheffield  themselva^ 
who  umiced  their  ultimate  hopes  of  suppcMrting  the 
West  Indies,  without  the  aid  of  the  Umted  Smis% 
to  the  "^ppf'wti^  r""«f of  Gneat  Britain  «n 
this  Coatinent  Ha  ■wonld  proeeed,  he  said,  ta 
show  irtiat  fimndatioa  there  was  for  tlte  iqnnian 
of  these  gentlemen,  and  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
saohttsetto,  in  iavor  of  this  resource.  And  km  wm 
aUe  to  give  the  most  full  and  decistve  erideBce  im 
the  case,  by  recurring  to  an  anth«ntic  doemiieaa 
of  our  own,  from  which  it  appeared  that  iht 
Omtinental  Cohmies  of  Great  BritaiBj  instead 
of  being  able  to  furnish  the  West  India  Colo- 
nies, were  themselves  dependentj  for  the  very  ar- 
ticles wanted  there,  on  the  snpphes  the  Uniiad 
States. 

la  the  official  statement  of  our.ccEporto  for  dit 
year  as  htte  as  1781,  most  of  the  articles  seat  to 
the  British  Continental  Colonies  were  of  a  aint 
and  an  amount  so  ^inetly  to  the  point  that  he 
hofedthe  Committee  vouidexiottsehui  forrcpaaa* 
ing  tlmra  in  delatt.  Ua  staled  ikaaa  as  fitllowac 
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Wheat,  boshes  -        -  p 

Rye,  da  -        •        -  ■ 

Buley,       do.  - 

Indian  oqru,  do.  ... 

OatL  do.  - 

BaskwlHAt  do.  - 

^eaa  and  Bewos,  buhek 

Rice,  tierces  ... 

Flour,    bands  - 

CU>9-sta^  do.  - 

Rye  meal,   da  - 

Inoiaa  ooeal,  do.  ... 

Buckwheat  meal,  banek  - 

Bnad,  do.  - 

CiaefcerB,  kegs  ... 

Potatoes,  faiifibels  -        -  - 

(huoDs^       da  - 


315 


32 
80,734 
3U 
86 
1,418 
84 
27,m 
3,515 
1,774 
8,396 
363 


Meats,  Ac. 


Beef;  kanek 
Porl^  da         -  - 
Bacon,  poimds  - 
Fresh  pork,  do. 
Kreoh  oeef,  do. 
MnttoD,  carcasses 
ToDga^  barrdb  - 
Batter,  mkins 
ijud,  pounds 
^wes^  da       -  - 

Lrri  Stock. 

Hoaed  cMde 

Hones  ... 

gieep  ... 

^n^iy,  dozen    -  * 

WOfHU 

BlUBgles  ... 
Scares  and  keadinf 
Haadspikes 

Boobs  ... 
Utha  - 
Blooks  - 
{)U'«aftets 

Tnuuwls ... 
QB^pknksandboaxds  - 
PiML  da 
Bfafle  wd  bsMh,  do.  - 


364 
30 
696 


284 
351 
881 
29,334 
92,269 
661 
30 
33 
6^720 
1,826 

312 
39 
1,617 
178 
361 


•  43,000 

-  U6,000 

9 

-  3,000 


100 
657 
•  1,600 

-  14267 

-  87,000 

-  7^ 

The  total  of  the  uports,  indnding  a  few  arti- 
«lcB  Dnder  oUwr  heads,  amounted  to  1270,259. 

Here,  then,  it  is  seen,  that  not  onljr  in  the  Isead- 
stufls  and  meats  erf*  every  sort,  hut  in  the  articles 
of  lumber  and  lire  stock,  for  which,  by  universal 
teknowledgment,  the  West  Indies  must  depend 
eitker  on  the  United  States  or  the  Briti^  Conti- 
aental  CMoaie^  the  latter  are  so  far  from  beine  a 
tiral  to  us,  or  a  resource  to  the  West  Indies,  that 
they  eoQtiQue  at  this  day  to  supgly  their  own  de- 
9ciencies  from  our  market. 

Mr.  M.  said  that  he  should  not  have  emi^oyed 
ao  much  of  the  time  of  thje  Committee  on  this 
he«d,  if  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Al<i:s]  had  not  at- 
tempted to  revive  the  argnmwts  with  respect  to 
Canada  and  Nova  gcjorie,  whififc \fA  milled  Gxwt 


Britain  her  political  calculatiims  and  her  jve- 
sent  views.  .He  had  keaid  the  langua^  of  the 
eentlemui  on  this  subject  with  astonishmentr 
That  Mr.  Knox  and  Lord  Sheffield,  British  sub- 
jects, viewing  the  prospect  with  Britbh  eyes,  at 
the  distance  of  three  thousand  miles,  in  the  year 
1783,  when  little  ioquiry  and  no  experiment  could 
assist  them,  should  nave  nm  into  the  error,  was 
perhaps  not  so  marvellous.  But  that  an  enlight- 
ened citizen  of  America,  seeing  with  American 
eyes,  livijog  in  the  neighborhood,  as  it  were,  of 
the  scene,  in  a  State  whose  w^iarves  afford  proofs 
of  the  daily  dependence  of  the  British  Continental 
Colonies  for  the  necessaries  of  life  on  the  market 
of  the  United  States,  should,  in  the  year  1794^ 
adopt  the  opinion  that  those  Colonies  could  sup- 
ply the  islands,  after  a  trial  of  nine  years  had 
probably  forced  the  authors  of  the  (^puuon,  Knox 
and  Sheffidd  themselves,  to  abandon  it,  irould  be 
heard  without  some  surprise,  and  mui<  be  consi- 
dered at  least  as  the  fbUest  proof  that  the  gentle- 
man Imd  not  given  sufficient  attention  to  the  pre- 
sent subject  to  claim  that  we^ht  which  was  in 
general  due  to  his  observaticms. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  was  not  less  surprised  at  the 
second  position  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, viz:  that  the  West  India  trade  could  be  car- 
ried on  by  a  dozen  brigs,  and,  consequentljr,  was 
not  an  oUect  worth  our  pursuit  The  [dain  an- 
swer to  this  argument  wa^  to  state  the  fact  that 
the  shipping  entered  in  one  year  from  the  British 
West  Indies  was  not  a  dozen  briga,  but  107^59 
tons. 

Besides  the  immediate  importance  of  this  aux- 
iliary resource  for  our  navigation,  he  remarked, 
that  there  were  two  considerations  which  en^ 
haneed  the  value  of  the  object:  one,  that  as  the 
West  India  articles  could  be  brought  cheaper  ia 
American  vessel^  they  would  come  cheaper  to 
American  coasumers;  tke  otker,  that  as  our  sup- 
jdies  would  at  the  same  time  he  carried  cheaper 
to  the  West  Indies,  the  people  there  could  afford 
to  consume  the  more  of  them. 

It  had  been  ursed,  that  the  proposed  restrictions 
on  tke  trade  wim  Great  Britain  would  produce 
clamors  kere  as  well  as  tkere,  and  that  Congress 
might  be  obliged  to  recede,  before  the  British  Go- 
vemmsat  would  be  under  the  necessity  of  doing 
so.  To  this  kfr.  M.  replied,  that  he  was  under  no 
such  apprehension.  He  Uioujfht  more  favorably 
of  the  good  sense  as  well  as  virtue  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  On  the  side  of  Oreat  Britain  it  had  been 
shown  there  woffld  be  the  ^eatest  distress,  and 
the  least  ability  to  be^r  it  The  people  there 
were  not  accustomed,  like  the  people  of  the  Uniteid 
States,  to  self-denying  regulaticms.  They  would 
not  have  the  same  confidence  in  the  justice  of 
their  cause.  And  it  was  particularly  worthy  of 
remarl^  that  the  people  of  CUeat  Britain  would 
be  disheartened,  and  Uie  Oovenuuent  aUrmed,  by 
reflecting  that  their  losses  frpm  the  shifting  «f 
commerce  into  other  channels,  and  not  omy 
^eir  nvmiiftftiirffi,  biU  manutaeturers,  to  otfaer 
places,  would  be  permanent  and  irretrievable^ 
whereas  en  ow  side  tker  would  be  temporary 
■Mrififies  for.  fumble  nod  valuable  i^uwtwiQs, 
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SeeomOf .  The  resdatitms  would  hare  the  effect 
of  mcreasing  our  mariae,  and  thereby  at  once 
cheapening  and  securing  the  carriage  of  our  pro- 
ductions, and  providing  for  our  safety.  These  ad- 
vantages, having  been  already  sufficientlr  explain- 
ed, need  not]  he  said,  be  again  developed. 

It  had  been  remarked  by  a  member  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr.  Ames,]  that  i(^as  stated  by  a  Re- 
port of  Mr.  Jefferson,  Great  Britain  was  so  often 
at  war,  her  wars,  by  depriving  us  of  her  shipping, 
would  soon  have  the  wished  effect  of  replacing  it 
with  American  shipping.  This  reasoning,  Mr.  M. 
said,  supposed  what  was  contrary  to  pnuunee  and 
probabiltty.  What  merchants  would  build  ships 
which  a  peace,  always  more  or  less  in  pospect, 
wov^d  aaaw  out  of  employment,  unless  it  were 
for  special  purposes,  where  the  momentary  gain 
might  outweigh  the  eventual  sacrifice? 

It  had  been  said  that  our  tonnage  was  proved, 
by  the  (^ial  returns,  to  be  increasing  with  an 
unexampled  rapidity.  To  this  Mr.  M.  answered, 
that  the  increase  ought  not  to  be  compared  with 
other  examples,  but  with  our  own  natural  facul- 
ties and  reasonable  expectations ;  that  the  increase 
of  our  population  required  an  annual  increase  of 
at  least  nve  per  cent.;  that  an  assumption,  by 
foreigners,  of  American  names,  had  prooably  in- 
creased the  apparent  quantity  of  our  shipping; 
that  the  war,  or  preparations  for  it,  by  withataw- 
ing  foreign  shipping,  had  probably  also  had  some 
litue  temporary  effect:  that  ffae  principal  cause 
of  the  increase  was  the  extenatm  of  our  trade 
with  the  EVeneh  Dominions,  which  swae  men> 
bets  seemed  so  little  inclined  to  secure  and  foster, 
by  measures  which  appeared  to  him  best  fitted 
for  the  purpose. 

He  reminded  the  Cominittee  o(  an  argument 
which  had  on  former  occasions  been  mncn  press- 
ed by  several  mercantile  members,  for  encouraging 
our  own  navigation^  to  wit:  that  American  ves- 
sels, from  a  spirit  of  enterprise  and  a  unison  be- 
tween private  and  public  interests,  would  explore 
new  fields  of  commerce  and  new  markets  for  our 
produce,  which  foreign  carriers  would  leave  un- 
attempted.  The  trade  to  China,  opened  by  Ame- 
rican vessels,  had  been  often  ascribed  to  this  cause. 
Mr.  M.  said  the  argument  seemed  to  be  counte- 
nance also  by  the  present  state  of  our  Mediter- 
ranean trade,  which  had,  since  our  Independence, 
been  eonfinra  by  the  Barbary  corsairs  to  foreign 
bottoms.  Previous  to  the  Revc^tion.  when  Ame- 
rican ressels  could  be  the  carriers,  the  trade  was 
very  con^derable.  Smce  the  exclusion  of  our  ves- 
sels, though  the  carriage  of  our  produce  is  safe  in 
British  and  sereral  other  foreign  vessels,  yet  this 
branch  of  trade  had  withered  as  much  as  most 
others  have  grown.  In  the  exports  cleared  for 
die  Mediterranean  were  but  (21,726;  and  in  the 
year  following,  the  imports  no  more  than  |11,523. 

Thirdly.  Another  effect  incident  to  the  proposed 
measure  would  be  an  additional  encouragement  to 
domestic  manufactures. 

A  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.DKXTKa] 
had  said  he  could  read  no  such  tendency  in  the 
proporitions.  Mr.  M&dibon  thought  it  impossiUe 
to  read  the  propoatioin  whh  attention,  and  net 
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perceive  that  they  must  have  &e  like  tendency 
with  the  other  means  by  which  manufactures  had 
been  promoted.  If  the  duties  already  laid  were 
calculated  to  produce  this  effect,  an  increase  of 
those  duties,  in  any  instance,  must  have  a  tend- 
ency to  increase  the  effect.  In  answer  to  the  ob- 
jection that  a  change  in  the  policy  of  Greet  Britaia 
might  put  an  end  to  the  additional  duties.and  en- 
snare tnose  who  should  proceed  under  the  inflo- 
ence  of  them,  he  remarked :  1st.  That  the  same 
might  be  said,  in  some  degree,  of  the  regulations 
now  in  force.  A  treaty  with  Great  Britam  mig^t 
stipulate  changes  which  would  affect  oar  manu- 
facturers. BuL  as  there  was  a  |ust  confidence  that 
the  interests  of  this  class  of  citizais  would  in  this 
case  be  attended  to  bv  the  Goremment,  it  might 
be  expected  that  equal  attention  would  be  paid  to 
them  in  any  other  case.  2d.  The  progress  of  tbii^ 
in  this  country,  and  the  probable  accession  of  fo- 
reign manufacturers,  might  be  relied  on  to  snpjporC 
wlutever  undertaking  shall  have  once  got  a  toot- 
ing. 

Fourthly.  The  proposed  resolutions  would  fa- 
vor an  advantageous  competition  and  distribu- 
tion of  our  trade  among  the  manufacturing  nations 
of  Europe.  At  present,  it  may  be^said  to  be  mo- 
nopolized by  one,  so  great  is  toe  disproportion  of 
its  manufactures  whidi  come  to  our  market.  That 
this  is  an  evil  has  been  admitted,  and  cannot  be 
doubted.  It  exposes  us  to  the  greatest  and  most 
sudden  embarrassments  frcMn  Uie  caprice,  the  pas- 
sions, the  mistaken  calculations  of  interest,  the 
bankruptcies,  and  the  wars,  of  a  single  foreun 
country.  Many  of  these  embarrassments  are  felt 
at  the  present  moment.  If  it  were  possible  to 
liquidate  them  into  a  pecuniary  statement,  it  would 
be  found  that,  in  a  permanent  view  of  our  interest, 
there  would  be  economy  in  making  very  consider- 
able temporary  sacrifices,  for  the  purpose  of  divid- 
ing our  custom  among  a  number  o(  con^>etitors. 
It  was  not  true  that  Great  Briuin  alone  can  sup- 
ply the  manufactures  we  want  France,  th^  Umt* 
ed  Netherlands  and  several  other  nationsj  are 
capable  of  supplying  us  with  a  variety  of  artieleif 
as  well  as  the  nations  from  which  they  now  come ; 
and,  if  invited  to  our  markets,  by  prudent  encou- 
rasanents  in  the  first  ia8tane&  will  soon  team  tQ 
fashion  their  manufactures  to  the  wants  and  tastes 
of  this  eonntry.  The  ptdicy  of  faroring  putienkr 
branches  of  tnde,  eren  at  some  expense,  in  otdtx 
to  guard  against  the  evil  of  depeodmg  on  a  single 
one,  was  exemplified  by  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain  herself.  Although  he  viewed  her  discri- 
minations generally,  respecting  us,  in  the  lisht  he 
had  explamed,  yet  ne  thought  it  possiUe  that,  in 
the  instance  of  naval  stores  and  ^p  timbers,  it 
might  be  her  intention  to  foster  a  nvalship  in  a 
more  distant  quarter,  in  order  to  provide  against  a 
casual  privation  of  the  supplies  ofa  nearer  quarter. 
These  articles  are  as  essential  to  the  marine  of 
Great  Britain,  as  her  marine  is  essential  to  her 
greatoess.  Were  she  to  have  no  resource  but  in 
the  Baltic,  a  war  with  the  Baltic  Powers  might 
be  fatal  to  her.  It  may  be  wise  in  her,  therefore, 
to  keep  open  the  American  resource,  even  at  the 
price  m  mtaxtm  hersdf.  In  diis  case,  she  most 
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qunel  with  both  the  Baltic  Powers  and  the  United 
States  at  the  same  time,  before  the  supplies  will 
be  cot  oiE 

A  member  from  Musachnsetts  [Mr.  Dexter] 
had  no^  Mr.  Madisoh  said,  been  very  consistent 
in  his  reasoning  on  the  subject.  He  had  contended 
against  all  anempts  to  excite  a  beneficial  competi- 
tion, on  the  idea  that  do  competition  could  be  bene- 
ficiai  which  would  not  spring  up  of  itself ;  and  yet 
he  had  warned  us  against  ue  danger  that  Great 
Britain,  by  exciting  a  competition  against  the 
United  States  in  uose  parts  of  Europe  which 
most  resemble  the  infant  situation  of  our  country, 
might  establish  new  sources,  from  which  supplies 
would  afterwards  spontaneously  flow  to  her.  with- 
out being  ever  again  wanted  from  the  United 
States.  The  same  remark  was  applicable  to  the 
reasoning  of  the  other  gentlemen  who  had  repre- 
sented the  danger  of  exciting  a  permanent  riTai- 
dkip  for  the  West  India  market,  in  &Tor  d  Canada 
and  ZVoTa  Scotia. 

Fifthly.  The  plan  of  the  resolutions  tended  to 
conciliate  nations  in  treaty,  or  disposed  to  be  in 
treaty  with  us,  mto  arraiuvments  stiU  more  &ror- 
able  to  our  commerce.  This  argument  had  pecu- 
liar weight  in  relation  to  France.  It  had  been 
said  that  Gtreat  Britain  was  our  best  customer. 
The  fact,  he  said,  was,  that  we  were  her  best  cus- 
tomer ;  but  that  France  was  our  best  customer. 
We  consume  more  of  British  manufactures  than 
any  other  nation  in  the  world  consumes.  France 
consumes  more  of  our  productions  than  any  other 
nation  consumes.  He  referred  to  the  statement 
he  had  before  offered  for  proof  of  this.  Her  con- 
sumption was  also  of  the  most  valuable  kind;  and, 
under  faTorable  rejfulations,  would  be  a  very  grow- 
ing one.  It  consisted  of  wheat  wd  flour,  salt 
provisions,  and  fish^  articles  which  were  not  ad- 
mitted by  Great  Britain ;  and  which,  without  the 
market  of  France,  would  glut  every  other.  Of 
onr  fish,  she  consumed  five-eightits  of  the  whole 
exportadon.  Her  use  of  our  live  animals  was 
another  important  consideration.  It  amounted,  in 
the  list  of  our  exports,  to  $353,795,  for  the  year 
1791.  In  the  same  year,  the  British  demand 
UDoanted  to  no  more  than  $62,416. 

The  superior  proportion  of  navigation  we  en- 
joyed in  the  French  channels  of  intercourse  had 
already^  been  shown  In  examining  the  policy 
a(  cultivating  and  securing  the  French  market, 
he  said  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that  the 
profits  and  revenue  arising  from  the  rum  distille- 
ries depended  on  an  article  obtained  almost,  if 
not  «ltc«e(her,  from  the  French  Dominions  alone, 
ind  which  was  the  duly  raw  material  of  any  con- 
<0|aence  imported  into  the  United  States.  It  was 
paid  ftw,  als<^  as  had  been  much  o^ed  on  o^er 
occasions  by  members  on  the  opposite  side,  in  the 
worst  fish,  which  could  find  a  vent  in  no  other 
part  of  the  world.  The  molasses  imported  into 
the  United  States,  in  one  year,  amounted  to  up- 
wards of  seven  millions  of  gallons,  more  than  one- 
half  of  which  went  into  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 
He  took  notice,  also,  of  the  article  of  sugar,  as  ren- 
dered of  great  importance  by  our  habits  and  oar 
(aance^  and  of  which  man  than  (meJialf  was 


[H.ori^. 


supplied  by  the  French  West  Indies.  Out  of 
17,142,723  pounds  imported,  9,321,829  pounds  were 
received  from  that  source.  The  rttidae  came 
from  the  Danish,  Dutch,  and  BriUsh  Dmninions, 
in  the  following  proportions,  to  wit:  Danish, 
2,833,016  lbs.:  Dutch,  2,707,231  lbs.;  British, 2,- 
280,647  lbs.  That  sUtement  was  taken  from  the 
imports  of  1790,  the  only  year  he  had  been  able  to 
examine  on  this  point 

It  had  been  said,  why  grant  privileges  before  a 
mutual  grant  should  be  secured  bv  positive  stipu- 
lation 7  Why  throw  away,  by  a  legal  regulation, 
what  ought  to  be  the  price  of  treaty  1  He  an- 
swered, that  the  legal  regulation  threw  nothing 
away,  as  it  was  always  revocable;  that,  in  the 
present  instance,  it  was  only  meeting  the  legal 
regulations  of  which  France  had  set  the  exam[ile; 
that,  instead  of  being  a  bar  to  treaty,  such  a  course 
of  proceeding,  more  than  any  other,  would  smooth 
the  way  to  it,  by  explainuig  the  dyects  and  esta* 
blishing  a  confidence  on  bodi  sides  ^  that  it  wrn^d 
be  happy  if,  in  all  cases  where  treaties  are  in  view, 
this  opai  and  conciltatoiy  process  could  take  the 
place  of  that  reserve  and  mysteritAis  negotiation 
with  which  the  j;»arties  approach  each  other. 
Were  Great  Britam  desirous  of  forming  amicable 
arrangements  by  treaty,  he  asked,  what  readier  or 
more  prudent  step  could  she  have  taken  for  the 
purpose,  than  to  have  followed  the  example  set 
her,  by  notding  out  in  her  laws  the  spirit  in  which 
she  was  willing  to  meet  us  in  negotiation  ? 

Having  gone  tl^rough  these  explanations,  Mr* 
Madison  entered  into  a  view  of  the  principal  ob> 
jections  to  the  resolutions  proposed. 

1.  It  was  said  they  would  diminish  the  revenua 
and  endanger  the  fVuids. 

With  renieet  to  the  Public  Debt,  his  general 
ideas  lud  been  expressed  by  several  who  had 
^cAen  before  him.  He  acknoiriedged  that  he 
lud  disliked  and  opposed  the  modification  given 
to  it;  but,  after  it  had  received  the  saaetion  of 
the  law,  he  had  entertained  no  other  wish  on  the 
subject  than  that  the  Debt  might  be  honorably 
discharged  as  fast  as  the  circumstances  of  the 
country  would  permit.  This,  he  was  well  satis- 
field,  was  the  prevailing  sentiment  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people.  He  did  not  believe  that  there 
was  a  single  State  in  the  Union,  or  any  consider- 
able part  of  a  single  State,  that  did  not  acquiesce 
(where  they  did  not  approve)  in  the  provisions 
which  had  been  made  in  behalf  of  the  public  cre- 
ditors. At  the  same  time,  he  was  equally  sure 
that  it  never  was  either  meant  by  Congress,  or 
onderstood  by  the  public,  that,  in  mortgaging  the 
impost  for  their  security,  it  was  to  be  a  nosta|[e 
to  fbreign  eoontries  for  our  unqualified  acqm- 
escenee  ra  their  unequal  laws,  and  to  he  worn,  as 
long  as  the  Debt  should  continue,  as  a  badge  of 
national  humiliation.  The  nature  of  the  obliga- 
tioQ  could  certainly  import  no  more  in  favor  of 
the  creditors,  than  that  the  fund  approfffiated 
should  be  applied,  as  far  as  requisite,  to  their  use, 
unless  equivalent  funds  should  he  sulwtituted ;  nor 
more  against  the  public,  than  that  all  deficiencies 
in  the  funds  should  be  made  up,  whether  arising 
without  or  in  cons^uence  o(  a  change  in  the 
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ikvn.  If  it  sboiiM  happen,  then,  thttt  in  cDDse- 
quence  of  any  measure,  dictated  by  the  general 
good,  the  impost  should  become  inadequate  to  its 
object,  all  that  conld  be  exacted  by  the  pablic  cre- 

ton  would  be  some  other  provision,  tnat  would 
tnmlj  the  defldcfttion ;  ana  it  oiwht  not  to  be 
doubted  that  die  people  at  la^e,  whose  good  was 
punned,  would  readily  sup^OTt  whtftever  other 
provision  might  become  icmispensable.  He  had 
nuuie  these  remarks,  boweTer,  with  reference  to 
an  erent  vHiieh  he  did  not,  by  any  means,  admit 
Co  be  probable.  The  more  he  had  rerolred  the 
subject,  the  more  clearly  it  appeared  to  him  that 
«  Tsry  operattTe  addition  might  be  inade  to  the 
duties  on  the' enamerated  articles,  without  endan- 
gering die  agnegate  product  of  ue  importations. 
And  he  entirny  concurred  in  opinion  with  those 
who  had  observed,  that  the  greatest  injury  which 
eouht  be  done  to  tne  class  of  citizens  holding  the 
(raMic  paper  was,  to  represent  their  interests  as 
more  to  be  r^arded  than  any  national  considera- 
tions whatever ;  and  to  oppose  to  the  latter  even 
Ae  most  imaginary  comingeocies  to  the  fonner. 

9.  It  wu  Dbjeeted,  that  the  cnwration  of  the 
nsolntions  would  be  more  ikvoraue,  in  some  io- 
rtiaces,  to  nittions  in  treaty  than  was  merited ; 
attd  ntore  ttafiirorabl&  in  others,  to  nations  not  in 
treaty,  than  was  politic. 

In  answer  to  this  objection,  he  obserred,  that 
Sweden  and  Prussia,  two  of  the  nations  in  com- 
mercial treaty,  had  but  little  intercourse  with  us; 
would  be,  in  any  respect,  hut  little  affpcted ;  and, 
besides,  the  treaties  with  them  were  limited  to 
a  short  term,  the  greatest  ^t  of  which  had 
elapsed. 

France  and  the  United  Netherlands,  the  two 
other  nations  to  he  fhrored,  could  not  reasonably 
be  grndgedthe  advantages  they  might  derive  from 
treaties,  for  which  we  had  long  ago  received  a 
raluable  consideration,  in  their  assistance  towards 
the  estaWdmient  of  our  inde|>eiidence. 

As  to  the  nations  not  in  treaty — 

Denmark  would  not  be  affected.  She  had  no 
IVaTigation  Act  within  the  description  of  Ae  reso- 
Itttfons,  and  could  not  feel  the  duties  on  manufac- 
tures. The  whole  of  the  impoits  from  Denmark 
aitaotliited,  in  the  year  1791,  to  |9,957  only.  Her 
iiAands,  idso,  with  which  the  trade  is  carried  on  in 
our  Tenels^  depend  for  their  subsistence  on  our 
Doarket. 

Russia  has  little  or  no  shipidntf  in  our  trade,  and 
it  would  not  be  affected  if  she  Bad,  as  she  has  no 
such  Navigation  Act.  Her  unwrou^t  iron  may 
come  as  before.  Duck  and  sheeting  are  the  only 
two  mauniactures  on  which  the  resolutions  woold 
sensibly  operate;  and,  with  respect  to  these,  as 
will  presently  be  observed,  it  would  be  easy  to 
itiake  spem^  exceptions. 

The  Hanse  Towns,  having  no  Navigation  Act, 
would  not  be  affected  in  that  respect.  Xinens  are 
the  only  articles  falling  witfaiu  tbe  proposed  enu- 
meration; and  might,  if  thought  requisite,  be 
easily  excepted. 

Sj^in  has  Httle  shipping  in  our  trade ;  has  no 
Navigation  Act,  such  as  is  to  be  reefprocatfed,  and 
would  not  be  sensibly  touched  by  me  duties  on 


manufactures.  She  also  needs  our  exports,  and 
will  be  influenced  by  that  consideration.  It  bad 
been  asked,  why  Spain,  against  whom  we  kad 
complaints  as  well  as  a^^inst  Great  Britain,  oughi 
pot  to  be  equally  an  ooject  of  our  regulatioosl 
He  said  that  such  a  question  could  tw  best  an- 
swered when  the  communicaticnis  ttom  the  Pss- 
81DENT  relating  to  Spain  diould  be  taken  ug. 

Portt^al,  like  Spam,  will  not  be  affected  in  ha 
navigation,  nor  sensibly,  if  at  all,  in  the  article 
manufhcturesji  and  is,  more  than  Spain,  supfiied 
vritfa  necessaries  from  our  market.  According  to 
Zimmerman,  Portugal  does  not  raise  within  no- 
self  moTi  bread  than  will  feed  her  three  monthi 
in  the  year.  It  h  certain  that  she  depends  much 
on  external  resources,  and  that  occasions  are  fre- 
quent when  she  can  nnd  them  nowhere  else  thaa 
in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Madison  said,  he  considered  these  eipls- 
natrons  as  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  objectico.  He 
would  add,  however,  that  there  were  otba  u- 
swers,  some  of  which  h&d  been  befcMe  hinted,  that 
would  afibrd  an  option  of  modes  for  the  exemptioa 
(^nations  not  in  treaty.  Besides  the  opDortniun  | 
which  such  nations  haye  of  removing  all  diffie» 
ties,  by  meetiiw  us  in  liberal  treaties,  they  ni»lie 
provided  for,  euher  by  limiting  every  put  of  tke 
measure  to  nations  having  a  Navigation  Act;  ct. 
by  limiting  it  to  nations  within  a  geogtaphiw 
description — a  practice  familiar  to  the  Britisk 
code ;  or,  by  naming  the  nations  to  be  excepted—  I 
a  practice  also  familiar  to  Great  Britain;  ot.hj  \ 
naming  the  particular  articles  to  be  excepted— t 
practice  no  less  familiar  to  that  nation,  ^y  Mine 
or  other  of  these  modifications,  the  Committee 
could  be  at  no  loss  to  accommodate  the  plan  to 
their  own  sense  of  propriety  and  the  public  good- 
Here  Mr.  M&DisoN  took  oc4»sion  to  remsri^ 
that  much  of  the  argument  against  the  lesdutiou  . 
had  proceeded  from  an  inattention  to  their  'uti-  \ 
(K>rt,  and  would  be  anwered  by  a  sim^e  eqdsi»  ; 
tion  of  them.  I 

The  fint  lescilutfon,  which  was  immediate  tks 
subject  of  deb^  decided  nothing  with  respeeito 
a  discrimination  between  different  nations.  It 
declared  only,  in  general,  that  the  situation  cSthe 
United' States  required  somethiiig  to  be  done  ia 
the  way  of  commercial  restrictions  and  dities; 
andyet  it  had  been  combated  hy  many  meiaben, 
as  if  a  vote  in  favor  of  it  would  involve  all  tbe 
embarrassing  preferences  which  their  fancies  cool* 

e  succeeding  resolutions,  on  the  subject  of  «d- 
ditional  duties  on  maniiJactures,  and  oi  a  vana- 
tion  of  the  tonnage  duties,  were  founded  oaa  dis- 
crimiUation  between  nations  in  treaty  and  naiioitt 
not  in  treaty,  but  admitted,  as  he  had  observed, « 
whatever  modifications  or  exceptions  migbt  be 
judged  equitable  or  politic.  The  proposed  f*^^ 
tion  of  the  tonnage  of  vessels  in  treaty  had  be^ 
suggested  by  the  complaint  Hude  by  FranwoT 
the  existing  toanace  on  her  vessels,  as  exceedmt 
the  burden  imposed  by  her  on  ours,  as  well  as  w 
unkind  return  for  the  commercial  benefits  « 
which  the  United  Sutes  were  partaking  under 
her  laws.  At  p)re8en^  thb  tonnage  imposed  by  ^ 
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on  all  foreign  resseds  tke  ane.  This  wonld 
not  seem  to  be  right  on  any  priociple,  imlesa  the 
tonnage  imposed  on  our  vessels  by  all  foreign  na- 
tioBB  was  the  same,  which  was  not  to  be  presum- 
ed, ^^ether  the  chuige  he  had  proposed  would 
be  an  amendment  of  the  existing  niw  was  a  point 
to  be  examined.  It  was  certamlr  a  part  oi  the 
plan  which  be  did  not  Tq;ard  as  the  most  essen- 
tiiL 

Wkh  remect  to  the  res(rfiiti(Hu  redproeetii^ 
an^fttiai  nnn^  it  ma  eridtnt,  he  saldjUHit  these 
bad  no  reference  to  the  question,  whether  a  nation 
ivwe  in  %  treaty  or  not.  They  would  operate 
e^Mlhr,  illieTerer  there  mi^t  by  the  same  depar- 
tvre  from  the  prindpte  of  reciprocity.  If  tney 
iboidd  bear  on  one  nation  partieularlyi  it  would 
be  because  they  oug^t  to-do  so. 

3.  It  had  been  much  rasisted,  that  trade  ought 
to  be  free  to  find  its  proper  cbanneb,  under  the 
conduct  of  merchants ;  mat  the  mercantile  opin- 
ion  was  die  best  guide  in  the  ease  now  depend- 
ing; and  that  diat  ofonion  wae  ^jainst  the  xeso- 

ISQOBS. 

In  answer  to  this  objeotion,  he  said  it  was  obvi- 
e«s  to  remark,  that  in  the  rery  terms  of  the  pro- 
MMition,  trade  ought  to  be  fire^ before  iteooldfind 
VM  vKf^t  ehannel.  It  was  not  free  at  present ;  it 
«oidd  not,  tbeteferc^  find  the  chumeb  in  wiiich  it 
woaM  most  adnntageoasly  flow.  The  dykes 
Blast  be  broken  down  oefore  the  waters  conld  pur- 
floe  their  natural  course.  Who  would  pretend 
that  the  trade  wift  the  British  West  Indies,  or 
even  with  Great  Britain  hendfj  was  earned  on, 
uder  die  present  restrictions,  as  it  would  go  on  of 
itsi^  if  nafectered  from  restrictions  on  her  part, 
as  it  is  on  ours?  Who  wonld  pretend  that  the 
mpplies  to  the  West  Indies,  for  enmi^e,  would 
M>t  flow  thither  in  American  bottomsj  if  they 
flerwed  freely  1  Who  would  pretMid  that  our 
iHieat,  our  flour^  our  fish,  fte^  would  not  find  their 
war  to  British  nwrket,  if  the  duaftek  to  it 
were  open  for  them? 

It  seemed  to  haTe  been  forgotten,  that  the  prin- 
ciple of  this  objection  strode  at  erery  regulation 
k  Uncs  tii  mannfiwtum  as  much,  or  even  mor^ 
ftu  at  roulatiotts  on  the  subject  of  commerce; 
ll  remirea  (hat  erery  species  of  busfaMaa  ought  to 
be  1^  to  the  sagacity  and  interest  erf  those  ear- 
ning It  (HI,  without  any  interibretice  whaterer  of 
tbe  public  authority.  He  was  himsd!;  Id  general, 
t  fincftd  to  this  theory,  but  there  were  a  rariety 
of  eneptions  to  it,  arising  out  of  partictilttrsitn&- 
doDs,  as  must  be  admitted  by  all  who  would  min- 
ffie  practical  with  theoretic  views,  and  as  has  been 
tbeadr  decided  by  a  number  of  our  laWs. 

With  respect  to  the  mereantfleei>ini(n,  he  was 
fisposed  to  pay  all  dtre  attention  to  it.  The  mer- 
cantile class  of  crttzens  was  certainly  an  enlight' 
e»ed  and  a  respectable  one.  Their  information 
oqght  always  to  be  received  with  respect  and  dieir 
mterest  protected  mth  care.  But  it  did  not  fol- 
low that  their  opinions,  even  on  questionsirf  trade, 
ooght  to  be  coi^ted  as-an  mele  by  dioee  v^o 
were  equally  bound  to  wateh  over  the  interests  of 
every  class  of  citizeiut,  and  orerthe  joint  concerns 
•Tchewbole.  Itae  were  eonrideratiens  of  idif" 


ferent  kinds-  wlrich  suggested  eantton  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

However  intelligent  and  constant  the  merchant 
might  be  in  directing  his  operations  for  commer- 
cisl  parixMcs,  he  might  not  be  equally  in  the  habit 
of  combining  with  these  the  various  other  ration- 
al objects  whidi  the  Legislature  mi^t  be  bound 
to  consult. 

The  interest  of  the  mercaatile  class  may  hap- 
pen to  difi'er  from  that  of  another  class,  and  posd- 
Ny  both  may  differ  firom  Aat  of  the  whole  conl- 
munity.  For  example :  it  is,  generally  speiaking, 
the  interest  of  the  merchant  to  import  and  export 
erery  thing;  the  interest  of  manufacturers  to 
lessen  imports,  in  order  to  raise  the  price  of  do- 
mestic fhbrics,  and  to  check  exports,  where  the]f 
might  efdumce  the  price  of  raw  materials.  In 
the  case  it  wouM  be  as  improper  to  allow  the  one 
ta  judge  for  the  other,  as  to  allow  either  to  judge 
for  the  whole 

It  may  he  the  interest  of  the  merchant,  under 
|»rticnlar  circumstances,  to  confine  the  trade  to 
Its  estftbKsbed  channels,  when  the  national  interest 
would  require-  those  channels  to  "be  changed  or 
enlarged.  The  best  writers  on  political  economT 
harft  obaerred,  that  the  reguhtiotts  most  unfHenA* 
ly  to-  the  national  wealth  of  QtetA  Britain  hare 
owed  their  birth-  to  mercantUie  counsels.  It  is 
well  known,  ^t  in  France  die  greatest  opposi- 
tion to  that  liberal  policy,  which  was  as  fkvorahltf 
to  the  tme  inter^t  of  that  country  as  of  this^  pro- 
ceeded from  the  interest  which  merchants  haa  in 
keenmg  the  trade  in  its  former  course. 

n  in  any  country  the  mercantile  opinion  oUghf 
not  to  be  implicitly  followed,  there  were  the 
strongest  reasons  why  it  ought  not  in  this.  The 
body  of  merchants  who  carry  on  the  American 
commerce  is  well  known  to  be  composed  of  vS 
vt^t  a  proportion  of  individuab  who  are  either 
British  sutoects,  or  trading  on  British  capital,  or 
enjoying  the  profits  of  British  consignments,  tnwt 
the  mercantile  opinion  here  might  not  be  an  Ame- 
ricMi  opinion ;  nay,  it  nu^t  be  the  opinion  of  fher 
rery  country  of  miich,  in  the  present  instance  at 
katA,  we  ought  not  to  take  connsd.  What  die 
genidne  American  mercantile  cniinion  would  be. 
if  it  could  be  collected  aput  nom  the  g«nerft[' 
one,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  did  not  undertake  positively 
to  decide.  His  belief  was,  that  it  wonld  he  in  f^ 
TOr  of  the  resolutions. 

It  could  scarcely  be  necessuif,  he  aid,  to  add, 
that  his  remarks  were  not  meant  to  be,  as  they 
were  not  in  ftet,  the  least  reflection  on  any  part 
of  the  mercantUe  order  among  ns.  They  only 
sumose  what  in  political  reasonmgs,  onght  always 
to  oe  siRiposed,  tnat  the  prejudices  of  oirth  and 
personal  Interests  will  be  a  bias  on  the  judgment 
4.  h  had  been  an  objection  to  the  resolutions, 
that  they  might  deprive  u4  of  the  aid  of  British 
eaphtd  and  credit,  which  were  necessary  to  the 
protteution  of  our  commerce. 

Mr.  M.  did  not  admit  either  that  die  efltet 
would  happen,  or  diat  it  wodd  be  minons  to  oat 
comineree. 

Unless  Great  Britain  shoald,  crf'l^er  own  choice, 
put  a  stop  to  the  commercial  intercourse  with  os^ 
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which,  for  reasons  before  giTen,  would  be  so  much 
more  hurtful  to  herself  than  to  this  country  that 
it  never  could  be  presumed,  the  resolations  would 
operate  ouly  by  abridging  some  of  oar  importa- 
tioos,  and  by  varying  the  channds  of  others.  Her 
capital]  as  far  as  requisite  here,  might  continue  to 
be  employed  here. 

On  the  general  question  concerning  our  depend- 
ence on  British  capital  and  credit,  he  obserred, 
that  it  could  not  be  denied  that  more  use  was  made 
of  them  at  present  than  was  either  necessary  or 
beneficial.  Credit,  when  extended  to  consumers, 
as  was  the  case  throughout  the  Southern  States, 
was  extremely  injurious,  as  had  been  well  ex- 
plained by  a  member  of  Virginia,  [Mr.  Nicbojuis,] 
and  But  he  himself  had  equally  witnessed ;  when 
confined  to  merely nts,  it  might,  within  certain 
limits,  be  an  advantage.  But  it  was  not  only  his 
own  opijiion,  but  that  of  better  judges,  that  the 
credit  given  to  our  merchants  was  at  present  ex* 
eewiTe  and  ugjurions. 

In  order  to  form  a  very  precise  judgment  on  this 
subject,  it  would  be  uMessary,  he  saul,  to  calculate 
the  amount  of  our  own  capitu.  and  its  proportion 
to  the  amount  of  our  trade.  This  was  a  thing,  he 
s^ipposed,  which  could  not  well  be  done,  u  be 
had  concurred  in  the  doctrine,  of  which  so  much 
had  been  heard  both  within  and  without  doota, 
that  a  funded  debt  and  banks  of  discount  were 
equivalent  to  active  capital,  he  should  have  a 
read  V  answer  to  the  difiiculty.  The  paper  of  the 
two  kinds  in  the  United  States  cannot  amount  to 
less  than  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  whilst 
the  amount  of  our  exports  or  our  imports  does  not 
exceed  one-fourth  of  that  capital. 

It  is  true,  a  part  of  both  the  public  and  the  bank 
stocks  is  in  ioreign  huds;  but,  with  the  most 
ample  deductions  on  that  account,  the  residue,  if 
operating  in  any  considerate  degree  9s  aetiTe 
capital,  would  be  a  competent  resource. 

As  he  did  not,  however,  view  die  doctrine  in 
the  particular  light  in  which  it  bad  been  painted, 
it  would  be  more  to  his  purpose  to  observe,  that 
there  was  certainly  in  this  coiutry  a  real  mercan- 
tile capital  to  a  very  respectable  amount;  that 
this  was  fast  increasing  with  our  increasing  popu- 
lation and  wealth ;  that  if  the  foreign  capital  of 
one  country  should  be  withdrawn,  the  vacancy 
would  probably,  by  degrees,  be  occupied  by  that 
of  other  foreign  nations ;  that,  if  it  should  happen 
otherwise,  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  a  re- 
striction our  use  of  foreign  credit  would  be 
rather  salutary  than  disadvantageous;  that,  in 
fine,  as  limg  as  we  had  twenty  mUlions  of  dollars 
worth  of  j>ioduce,  wanted  by  other  nations,  and 
were  willing  to  take  for  it  twenty  millions  worth 
of  what  they  wished  to  part  with,  he  was  under 
no  apprehension  that  the  means  of  efiectuating  an 
exchange  would  not  be  found.  Both  merchants 
and  capital  would  quickljr  be  generated  by  such  a 
state  of  things,  if  they  did  not  previously  exist 

5.  It  had  been  observed  by  several  members,  in 
allusion  to  the  alleged  proportion  of  Briti^  manu- 
factures consumed  Dy  us  to  the  entire  mass  of  her 
manufactures,  that  Great  Britain  would  never 
part.with  her  Navigation  Act,  in  order  tp  avoid  a 


I06S  of  four  pereeaLin  thedcnandibr  httHHUA- 

factures. 

To  this  objection  he  answered,  that  the  coifr^ 
parison  ought  to  be  of  our  consumption,  not  witk 
the  entire  mass  of  her  manufactures,  but  with  die 
part  entering  into  her  foreign  trade ;  and  then  the 
loss  would  not  be  four  per  cent,  but  at  least  tven- 
tv  per  cent  That  this  would  not  be  the  only  kw 
she  would  sustain,  if  she  should  be  unwise  enough 
to  stop  the  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  her  Dominions;  that  it  had  been  already 
shown,  that  when  she  apprehended  a  restrictire 
system  on  our  part,  she  was  willing  to  prevent  it, 
by  relaxing  her  restrictive  system;  that  iu  times 
01  war,  when  an  adherence  to  that  system  would 
distress  her,  she  frequently  suspends  her  Navij^ 
tion  Act ;  that  at  ttus  moment  it  is  suspended  ii 
relation  to  the  West  Indies;  that  there  cooldbe 
little  doubt,  if  the  temporary  necessity  were  likely 
to  be  made  permanent  by  fiim  and  judiciow  mea- 
sures on  our  part,  that  the  remedy  tot  it  would  bt 
made  permanent  also. 

6.  It  was  objected  that  the  present  was  an  im- 
proper time  for  such  resolutions. 

The  principal  reason  given  for  this  vras,  that 
the  negotiation  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
the  British  Minister  here  was  still  depending.  To 
show  that  this  reason  was  unsound,  Mr.  Midiboh 
went  into  an  historical  view  of  what  had  passed  io  I 
reference  to  commercial  arrangements.  He  read  j 
the  Message  of  the  President  to  the  House  f£ 
Representatives  on  the  14th  of  February,  1791, 
acquainting  them  that  steps  had  been  taken  to  as- 
certain the  dispositions  of  the  British  Court  oa  the 
subject,  and  that  there  was  no  ground  for  favora- 
ble expectations.  He  stated  that,  in  consequence 
of  this  communicatioii,  a  committee  was  appoint- 
ed, who  reported  that  foreign  vessels  ought  not  to  1 
be  allowed  to  bring  into  the  United  States  any 
articles  n(rt  of  the  produce  or  manofacture  of  tM  j 
country  to  which  tney  belong,  and  that  an  addi-  i 
tional  dutjr  of  12i  cents  ought  to  be  laid  on  all 
distilled  sprits,  the  production  of  any  country  at 
place  from  wluch  vessels  of  the  United  States 
were  not  permitted  to  bring  them ;  that  it  being 
very  near  the  end  of  the  session  when  tais  report 
was  made,  it  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
with  an  instruction  to  report  at  Uie  next  session  sa 
account  of  the  foreign  commercial  regulations  af- 
fecting the  United  States,  with  his  opinion,  &C4 
that  at  the  next  sesuon  a  letter  was  received  from 
that  officer,  intimating  th^  in  the  actual  state  01 
circumstance&  the  report  would  not  be  given  in, 
unless  called  for  by  the  House ;  that,  at  the  preseat 
session,  the  report  now  b^ore  the  Committee  vu 

K'ven  in  without  being  called  for,  and  was,  Han- 
re,  a  proof  that  Uie  circomstances  which,  hu 
caused  tne  delay  had  vanished,  and  that  at  presat 
there  was  nothing  in  train,  according  to  the  opio" 
ion  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  <night  to  re- 
strain the  Legidature  from  proceeding  in  the 
business. 

In  answer  to  suggestions,  that  the  British  Min- 
ister had,  in  the  correspondence  with  the  Secretary 
of  State,  lately  communicated  by  the  Pbbsiokmt, 
manifested  a  favorable  dispoutiop,  which  has 
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been  improred,  Mr.  M.  referred  to  the  passa^ 
Tfaieh  related  to  this  point.  He  read  from  the&ot 
letter  of  Mr.  Jefferscm  to  Mr.  Hammond,  d^d 
NoTember  twenty-nine,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-one,  a  paragraph  requesting  Mr. 
Hammond  "  to  say  whether  he  was  authorized  to 
eoDclude  or  to  negotiate  arrangements  with  us, 
which  mayfii  the  eomiaerce  between  the  twocoun- 
nries  on  prmciples  of  recii«ocal  advantage  t"  To 
this  request,  Mr.  Hammond,  on  the  thirtieth  No- 
Tembei^e  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one. 
answoed,  **  that  the  King  was  sincerely  disposed 
to  promote  and  facilitate  the  commercial  inter- 
coone  betwem  the  two  eouktriee,  and  that  he  was 
■ntfaOTiied  to  eemaumicate  to  this  GorerameDt 
W»  Majesty's  readiness  to  enter  into  a  negodatitw 
for  establishing  that  intereome  apon  wineiples  of 
reciprocal  beswfit''  On  Deeember  6ui  be  wrote 
to  Mr.  Jelfenon,  in  order  to  prerent  nusa^irdiai- 
sion,  that,  although  he  was  not  yet  em^wared  to 
eeticbtde  wiy  d^itive  arrangement  with  respect 
to  the  eommetcial  intercourse,  he  still  meant  it  to 
be  understood  that  he  was  fully  authorized  to  enter 
into  a  negcOiation  for  that  purpose,  dec.  The  re- 
ply of  Mr.  Jefferson,  on  die  13th  of  December,  in- 
lormed  Mr.  Hamm<»d  that  he  had  laid  his  letters 
befim  the  PaEaiDEirr,  and  was  ready  to  reeorea 
oommuttication  of  his  full  powers  for  enteringinto 
the  negotiation,  &c.  This  was  ftdlowed,  on  the 
aext  day,  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hammond,  stating 
that  be  had  no  ^weial  commission  to  conclude 
any  defiuitire  arrangement  apm  the  snlgcet  of 
coatmereial  mtefeourse,  bat  that  he  eonceired 
UaMdffoHy  competent  to  aiter  into  negotiatioa, 
aad  the  diaeosston  of  princi|4e8  that  mi^t  be  the 
basis  of  such  d^nitiTe  arrangement ;  and  that  this 
opiiiiiHi  of  fab  eompeteney  was  founded  on  the 
iMCrnctions  which  were  to  regulate  his  personal 
eonduct  and  the  general  plenipotratiary  character 
u  which  he  had  been  sent  and  received. 

This  letter,  Mr.  Madison  observed,  closed  the 
eorre^Kmdence  on  the  subject  cMT  commercial  ar- 
rangements, being  iasily  considered  by  the  Execu- 
tive as  a  fiiwl  prmn  that  the  powers  of  Mr.  Ham- 
Boad  were  bcompeieDt  and  irrelative  to  the  object, 
nd  that  it  would  be  improper  to  open  a  fonnal 
n^otiation  with  him  under  them.  His  instruc- 
tioM  might  be  a  rule  and  a  warrant  to  himself, 
hmx,  not  bong  even  exhibited,  eotUd  be  no  evidence 
ofuBiathoTitytotheBxeeutiTe}  and  his  j^eni- 
potoitiary  eommissitm,  in  the  ordmary  form,  could 
a«m  bevaderstood  as  relating  to  the  speeial  ob- 
jaets  he  proposed  to  discuss.  Aeeorduig  to  the 
iMigas  of  nation^  aspeeial  commitston  is,  in  loch 
mmM,  always  fiuuished  and  required.  Mr.  Maoi- 
■oii  was  pmsoaded  that  bo  Sovereign  in  Europe 
wtmld  listen  for  a  moment  to  such  a  claim  as  that 
of  Mr.  Hammond,  and  that  the  British  Court  would 
hare  been  offended  at  such  an  one  trom  an  Ameri- 
can Minister.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  the 
Kxecntive  bad  eqnaUy  consulted  dignity  and  pru- 
dence in  siientljr  dropping  the  subject  in  the  man- 
lier it  did,  tmtil  Mr.  Hammond  should  receive 
and  produce  adequate  powers  in  the  accustomed 
foam ;  as  might  reasonaUy  be  expected,  if  his 
Cowt  was  duly  disposed  to  meet  the  united  Statca 
3d  Com.— 14 
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in  an  amicaUe  amngement  of  cmnmerea  hf 

treaty. 

Tint  the  construction  put  by  Mr.  Hammond  on 

his  powers  was  inadmissible,  appeared  to  Mr. 
Madison  to  result  from  the  construction  itself. 
Either  the  general  plenipotentiary  commission 
was  to  be  taken  in  the  technical  and  limked  sense 
in  which  it  is  applied  to  the  ordinary  diplomatic 
obiects  of  a  stationary  public  Minister,  or  m  a  lite- 
ral sense,  without  regard  to  such  limitation,  la, 
the  former  sense,  it  clearly  does  not  extend  to  ne- 
gotiations for  a  treaty.  In  the  latter  sense,  it  would 
extend  to  the  com^usion  of  a  treaty,  and  not  m«e- 
\y  to  negotiation,  as  Mr.  Hammond  explains  and 
Unutait 

Mr.  lilAniaoN  adverted  next  to  the  state  d  the 

correspondence  relating  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace.  It 
appeared,  he  observed,  that  as  long  mo  as  the  29th 
orMay,  1792,  the  Secretary  of  State  had  addressed 
to  Mr.  Hammond  a  full  explanati<m  of  our  ri^ts 
and  demands  under  that  treaty ;  that,  on  the  2d 
of  June,  Mr.  Hammtmd  infcmned  die  Secretary 
that  he  should  transmit  it  without  delay  for  the 
consideration  of  his  Court,  and,  accordingly,  did 
forward  it  in  the  course  of  a  few  days }  that  on  the 
13th  of  November,  1793,  mevious  to  the  present 
meeting  of  Congress,  Mr.  Hammond  was  desired 
by  the  Secretary,  in  pursuance  of  a  charge  £rom 
the  PasaiDBNT,  to  let  nim  know  vrtiether  an  an* 
swer'  could  yet  be  given  to  the  letter  of  Mar 
39,  1792.  Mr.  Hammond  replied  that  it  could 
not,  but  he  was  eonfidmt  the  delay  ma  to  bn 
ascritwd  to  the  eontintiance  <tf  the  cause  alhided 
to  in  a  fismer  answer  to  a  similar  request 
'  The  cause  alluded  to  was  the  interesting  posture 
of  things  in  Bnn^  whiok  it  was  said,  had  di- 
verted the  attention  of  the  British  Gkivemment  to 
obiects  of  a  mweivessing  nature;  and  this  con- 
8iderati(m  had  been  urged  by  several  members,  as 
an  apoli^  for  the  silence  obsnved  towards  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Madison  thought  very  differ- 
ently. The  interval  between  the  receifrt  of  the 
letter  written  by  the  Secretary  in  May,  1792,  and 
the  accession  of  Qreat  Britain  to  the  war  af^inst 
France,  had  been  saffici«it  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
paring and  sendinff  the  proper  instrucuons  to  Mr. 
Hammond.  Mr.  Madibon  affiled,  that  the  pros- 
pect of  being  en^^f^  in  new  controversies  of  a 
more  serious  kin^  instead  of  iosttfying  an  inU- 
tentiim  to  an  existing  one,  ought  to  have  quieknir 
ei  the  effcwts  for  a  prerions  setuement  of  the  ktttw* 
This  is  the  course  dietatod  far  pradenee  to  nations, 
as  well  as  to  individuals,  ana,  where  a  right  di^o- 
sition  concurs,  it  is  the  natural  eonne. 

It  had  be«i  mentioned,  as  a  futthe  veason  agahut 
the  commercial  propositiMis  at  this  tim&  thatthejr 
mi^t  draw  upon  us  the  resentments  of  the  com- 
bined Powers.  Mr.  Madibon  could  see  no  ground 
for  such  an  apprdiensioD.  The  combined  Povrara 
were  wetty  fully  occuined  with  France.  They 
could  nave  no  pretext  for  concerning  themselves 
with  us,  in  a  case  where  we  did  not  concern  our- 
selves vrith  them ;  and  there  was  the  less  romn 
for  imagining  that  the  combination  could  miscon- 
strue the  measure  into  ano£fence  atfinst  thenif  as 
two  of  the  parties,  Prussia  and  the  United  Nethar- 


msrom  of  congress. 
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laads,  wen  in  treaty  with  the  United  Stately  and 
are  fiirored  by  the  propositions. 

7.  It  was  uially  contended  that,  ■dmitting  our 
sitnatiffli  to  be  such  as  had  been  desertbed,  the 
mode  nraposed  was  an  ofajectionaUa  one. 

Mr.  UAD10O1I  aaid  he  ud  ao  predileetioiiB  for 
the  mode^  that  ooold  prereiit  his  viving  a  leadr 
jrefarenee  to  a  better,  if  a  better  dimld  m  ofifaved. 
Aad  unless  it  should  be  said  that  the  Legislature 
ought  to  adioam  without  dung  aBTl&mg  for  the 
pMlie  relief,  he  thought  it  incumbent  on  those 
w^  objected  to  one  proposition  to  substitute  an- 
other tluit  woold  be  kss  oojeotionaUe.  By  this  he 
IMant  a  proposition  not  merely  bettra  in  itself,  but 
cue  that  would  probably  be  thought  so,  both  with- 
in and  without  doors,  and  be  more  likely  to  coin- 
cide with  the  sentiments  oi  erery  jpart  of  the 
Union,  as  well  as  to  cmwiliale  a  nuyority  of  Tuces 
m  the  pablic  councils. 

The  first  qtiestion,  he  said,  was  irtiether  any- 
thing ou^t  to  be  doue.  If  this  be  decided  in  the 
itfrmatiTe^  as  he  j^enuned  to  be  the  sense  of  a 
■Mjority  M  the  Committee,  and  if  war  was  not  in 
onten^lalioBf  as,  (rf'eoane.  was  t^n  for  granted, 
Ae  next  qoestini  eoold  only  lie  bttween  negotia- 
tioa  and  commercial  regulations.  Negotiation,  it 
had  been  shown^  was  in  no  train  ox  prospeet  that 
oonld  jtutaiy  xehaoce  on  it.  Comaieicial  regula- 
lima  alone  remained.  They  would  be  pa^c  in 
dwir  operatirai.  They  were  the  means  best  suited 
to  the  temper  of  oar  constituents ;  and  he  sin- 
cerely beUeved  that,  if  judiciously  framed,  they 
waaU  be  more  l&ely  to  answer  the  reasonable 
purposes  of  the  community  than  any  othen  that 
ooaid  be  proposed. 

Mr.  S.  SHrre,  of  Maryland,  addressed  the  Chair 
a*  follows: 

Mr.  Ghainaan :  I  shall  make  no  ajMlogy  for 
a^ain  takiag  vf  the  timeof  the  Committee  in  the 
dueussiea  oT  a  saMeot  ia  which  the  best  intcxest 
of  Amertea  is  iavured— «  diseaasion  which  has 
greatly  iastmeted  my  mind,  and  which  will  tend 
to  vemove  pre^dices  from  ethers  as  well  as  it  has 
from  myscu;  for  I  will  confess  diat,  untU  the 
pMaent  subject  bad  been  discussed,  I  hadcontaiTed 
that  the  trade  of  America  had  stnm^  wMh 
■any  difficulties  arising  from  the  permanent  eom- 
■ereial  system  c(  Great  Britain  j  the  inquiry  has 
Mdncedtbe  duadrantage  on  ourcommeroe  to  one 
solitary  objeoc^hat  is,  we  are  not  permitted  to 
eanv  our  produce  to  the  West  India  Iduds.  Nor 
shall  I  make  anv  apolwjr  (or  following  immedi- 
ately after  a  gentleman  M  such  powerftil  abilities; 
I  shall  not  eater  with  him  into  a  calculation  of 
wlwt  Tahie  o^  our  indigo  imported  into  Great 
Britain  is  ogam  export^  when  it  composes  the 
Une  dye  of  their  eloth&nor  what  value  of  oar  pot 
aih  ia  oqiorted  from  Great  Britain  after  it  has 
•nhaaced  the  Talvo  of  their  bleached  linens.  It 
is  soffieient  finr  my  country  that  those  artieles 
haTe  there  found  the  best  maritets.  It  matters 
not  the  s^r  what  the  btty«-  does  with  die  arti- 
ok,  provided  he  pays  for  it  My  habits  in  private 
lile  nave  led  me  to  submit  every  pro^ition  of 
gain  to  cakulatioD ;  I  use  the  same  rule  in  pufalie 
fi&  I  adnd  what  commenial  advantage  arose 


from  the  treaties?  I  see  none  but  res^irocal  pn^ 
teotion  and  security.  I  asked  what  tersianeBt 
disadvantue  to  our  commerce  from  Great  Bri- 
tain, (the  Power  aimed  at?)  I  am  answered, tkc 
earrym^  tmde  to  the  West  Indieai  on  whiehsi^ 
jeetl  will  B0W  address  the  Committee. 
It  is  wtnthy  of  inqoiry  to  know  the  advaniigai 

S'ven  by  the  difibrent  nations  having  C<4onics  ii 
e  West  Indies,  and  the  disadvant^es  ari«ng  to 
us  from  Aeir  restrictions.  In  the  general  term  of 
West  Indies  I  shall  include  the  sugar  Colonies  on 
the  Continent }  and,  'first,  Portugal  permits  no 
kind  of  intereourse  with  her  Cdonies  of  BiaiUi 
she  supplies  them  with  flour  fnun  her  own  miUa. 
Holland  permits  our  ^visions  to  Surinam  and 
Demaiara,  but  prohibits  us  from  carry^  fion 
thence  anytiiiag  but  molasses  and  nun.  Imc  coo- 
sonqiticm  of  provisions  is  but  trifling.  Spain  ex- 
cludes us  from  her  Colonies,  except  in  tins  of 
war.  like  the  present,  vrfaen  she  permits  (by  par- 
ticular permisaitm)  the  flour  of  this  eoontry,  and 
allows  our  retains  to  be  made  in  all  the  pnanee 
of  the  iidaad.  Sbe  svpalies  her  Cokaies  fioa 
Cadiz  with  oar  flour,  and  wheat  she  imports  from 
Fmnee.  Dennnrk  permils  our  ships  and  eugos 
of  floor,  meat,  Imnber,  eecn,  Ae.;  and  altows  ow 
returns  to  be  made  in  any  of  the  produoe  of  her 
islands.  Fnun  them  we  are  supplied  with  a  gnst 
part  (rf  the  sum  we  require. 

[Here  Mr.  MAmsoM  said  that,  fay  the  retaraof 
the  year  1791,  the  Danish  Islands  only  sanlied 
two  millions  of  pounds  <tf  sugar.} 

Mr.  Smith.  I  admit  what  the  gentleman  bts 
said;  for  two  years  the  crt^  at  »t.  Croix  had 
failed ;  but  I  Mill  assert  that,  in  common  years, 
our  great  and  certain  supply  at  the  beet  *wus  u 
from  the  Danish  Islaad--!  mean  in  ttasesoipease 
md  tranquility.  I  will  here  observe,  that  Dc&> 
mark,  from  whom  we  receive  such  mailed  &voi, 
is  implicated  in  the  punishment  these  resolntioH 
intend  to  inflict.  France  permits  ua  in  timttof 
peace,  to  cany  in  onr  ships  to  her  Wmt  Indiv 
fish,  becfl  Uve  stock,  and  lumber,  and  to  take  oar 
rocums  cmly  in  taffia  aaA  mdaases}  ahc  prolulnts 
oar  pu-k  smd  floar,  exee^  in  times  of  warud 
scanuty,  when  she  peimils  us  to  canry  both,  and 
did  permit  us  to  make  our  returns  in  my  of  tbs 
Idbad  produo^  until  the  decree  of  the  National 
Convention  of  March  last,  whieh  limits  our  le-' 
turns  of  sugar  to  one-tenth,  and  of  eofihe  toone> 
Mieth  of  our  tonnage. 

And  hen,  Mr.  Chaimui,  let  me  observe,  that 
Republicans  knosr  their  own  interest  better  than 
Moaarchs,  and  I  quote  their  own  decree  to  show 
it.  France,  regenemted  France,  will  never  admit 
you  freely  into  her  West  Indies ;  if  ahe  would^  i 
woold  give  her  iht  restriction  proposed.  But,  aa, 
Franee  can  sn^y  her  own  IbIums  with  flour;  it 
is  bnr  interest  to  enconiage  her  own  Jhimsrs.  So 
fiur  from  expecting  to  supply  Fmnoe  with  floor, 
you  most  expect  to  meet  her  as  a  rival  in  that 
article  in  the  markets  of  Europe.  In  that  of  Smib 
she  has  always  been  yottr  only  competitcw,  with  a 
decided  preference  in  favor  of  her  flour.  Then 
why  calculate  on  France  as  a  market  for  your 
flour?  France  ipave  orden  for  flour  in  1772  ma 
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diis  conntrT,  but  required  no  assistance  from  that 
period  nntu  1T87.  As  a  proof  that  France  will 
not  give  up  her  C&lonial  system,  I  will  read  you 
apart  of  two  ptiTagrapha  from  the  report  cf  die 
Iwrigaticni  Aet,  by  mt.  Barrere: 

"Tha  namgation  oi  the  ColoniM,  which  eatwiaet 
our  aeKpoxtM,  and  girea  motion  to  all  Ae  worka  of  in* 
diuti7,  was  paitie^ated  in  by  finnffBan,  and  we  vera 
calm  spectatora.** 

Again: 

"TeeanyoooofsshM  Ifaa  &avigationof  dieColMues 
m  to  jn§t  by  the  abotittOB  of  our  eMl(mi<faoaaea,"  &C 

Here  Mr.  S.  was  requested  to  read  the  third  article 
of  the  NaTisation  Act,  which  he  did,  but  was  still 
of  <^inton  that  it  did  not,  and  would  not,  alter  the 
Colonial  system.  It  only  went  to  the  jneTCOtioa 
tf(  fcweigners  carrying  anything  but  their  own  pro- 
duce or  manttTaclnres,  hut  gare  no  security  to  the 
•dmisnon  of  our  trade  freely  to  her  Cidonies.  The 
introdoction  and  ex^anation  preceding  the  act 
dunreA  dearly  dtat  they  mcflutt  sHD  to  hare  the 
moBopdjr  of  the  Colonies.  Great  Britain  draws 
ffom  us  IB  her  own  ships  (only^  aU  the  flour,  lire- 
ttoek,  lumber,  Indian  com,  rtce,  ftc^  that  she 
w*Bt9  for  her  West  Indies,  and  gives  you  sugar 
tad  mm  in  return.  The  flour,  we  are  informed, 
anennts  to  from  45,000  to  60,000  barrels  per  an- 
MRQ,  which  might  be  carried  by  13  to  15  brigs  of 
1,060  barrels,  muting  each  four  roytices  per  an- 
■am.  8hdl  we,  then,  qnarrel  with  her  because 
wiH  not  emplov  our  vessels  to  caity,  when  she 
takee  from  us  so  Urge  a  quantity  of  tiie  produce 
of  oar  lands?  Can  this  be  the  interest  of  the 
ftrmers  or  millers  of  this  country  1  If  merchants 
iepported  this  meanire,  they  might  with  truth  h^ 
said  to  be  interested.  8he,  in  time  of  war  or 
seapeitT,  permita  on?  riiips  to  eanr  to  her  Islands. 
It  ia  aaul  that  Great  ftitain  can  ootain  supplieb  of 
flour,  dbc,  from  no  other  country.  It  is  true  she 
■ow depends  on  the  United  States  for  supplies; 
■or  do  1  wish  to  reiiere  her  from  a  dependence 
4iM  aasiats  to  secure  to  us  her  peaceaUe  condnet; 
I  doabi  diat  pcrilicy  which  would  tndaee  us  to  push 
naiHMM  to  the  aeeessity  of  exercising  tiieir  indus* 
try  to  sumdy  themselves  elsewhere  with  prori- 
atoDs.  I  have  already  stated  that  Portugal,  during 
•or  R«v(AotioD,  was  compelled  bv  necessity  to 
ereet  mills,  and  has  ever  after  refused  to  admit 
yon  flour.  I  will  give  another  instance :  Ireland, 
otiag  cot  off  by  o«tr  war  from  her  usual  supplies, 
tttraed  her  attention  to  farmine;  what  has  been 
the  consequences?  Why,  she  has  become  an  ex-^ 
porter  of  wheat,  and  actually  expcnrts  this  year 
note  Aan  woold  supply  the  wh^e  Enf^h  West 
iB^ea.  Snp^pose  tMse  raudathms shouldpas»— ' 
may  not  England  reject  your  Sour  (as  France, 
Spain,  and  omers  do)  and  thna  encourage  the  Irish' 
to  eicet  mfflyi  At  present,  it  is  no  object — for 
A«r  floor  would  meet  ours  la  competition.  But 
remove  ours,  and  what  the  consequence  would  be, 
mast  appear  obvions. 

The  gentleman  has  said,  that  Canada  can  give 
BO  supply  of  wheat  or  flour.  He  quotes  Lord 
Sheffield's  book,  written  itk  1784,  for  the  govem- 
cf  oar  oinnioB  in  1784 ;  and  he  tails  na  diat 


Canada  is  compelled  to  Uike  her  flour  from  the 
United  States,  and  quotes  the  year  1791.  when, 
from  the  wetness  of  their  seed  time,  fin.  Spring) 
they  had  not  been  able  to  sow^-o*e  soitary  year! 
As  well  might  I  say,  Uiat  Philadelphia  and  New 
York  took  their  supplies  from  Quebec,  becanse  a 
few  years  past,  they  actually  bought  large  parceb 
of  wheat  there. 

Sir,  I  well  recollect  in  the  year  17T3,  to  have 
met  wheat  from  ^ebec  in  every  p<Hl  of  the  Me- 
diterranean. In  Barcelona,  there  was  50,000  bar- 
rels from  thence  for  sale  at  one  time.  In  futnr^ 
Lower  Canada  will  have  no  cause  to  f^r,  even  if 
her  Spring  should  be  unseasmable ;  for  Upper 
Canaifo  sows  ^e  fall  wheat,  and  last  year  actually 
(as  I  am  informed  by  an  American  gentleman 
from  Montreal)  sent  forjexportation  300,000  bash- 
els  of  wheat.  The  ordinary  export  from  Lower 
Canada  is  3  to  500,000  bushels.  The  same  gen- 
tleman informs  me,  that  the  Enjflish  companies, 
whose  capitals  axe  immense^  have  ixf^  to  erect 
mills.  1  ask  if  Boj^nd,  with  (hose  and  other 
means  in  her  power,  may  not  be  able  to  snp]^ 
h^r  West  Indies?  , «^ir.  I  say  there  is  great  cause 
to  fear  she  will  make  the  attempt. 
'. '  The  result  of  these  pbservatioDs  is,  that  the  ge- 
ne;ral  Colonial  system  of  Europe  is  to  monopcdize 
to  the  Mother  Country  all  the  snpidies  she  is  capa- 
ble* of  ^making,  and  particularly  the  carrying  trade. 
Prance  |m4  Bpsdn  exchides  your  flour  from  their 
Colonies,  an3,  of  coarse,  your  carrying  it.  En^ 
land  takes-  all  the  flour  her  West  Indies  require, 
Imt  reserves  the*  carryjne  for  her  own  vesseb.  1 
ask,  then,  which  (yolppial  system,  that  of  France 
d  Spain,  or^that  of  Great  Britain^  promises  most 


anu 

advantage  to  the  Arming  and  miUiog  interests  of 
this  6aunti^7  I  ask,  woula  any  prudent  nation 
risk  ^e  cert&inty  of  supfdying  W^OOO  barrels  of 
flour  >er  annut%'for  the  nncortauity  of  forcing 
Oreat^ritaih  topermit^s'tocanyitl  Thegen- 
tleiftau  has  stated  that  the  frivors  to  our  trade  in 
C^r^r&fkbu'are  onlytbe  same  we  enjoyed  when 
Golcmies.  Tm  continuing  those  favors  to  as  when 
indepftndenV  certainly  does  not  'rfiow  any  enmity- 
towards  th6  United  States. 

Mr.  8.  said,  that  he  had. already  stated  that  the 
American  tonnage ',ha4,  increased  as  rapidly  as  the 
capitals  of  enr  merchaitt?  and  the  number  of  our 
seamen  won}^]jpTmit.^  But  to  be  more  particular, 
he  wOuJd  subrQit  a  statement  of  its  prt^rejis,  since 
the  firSt'y«ar,|of  the  advantages  proposed  by  the 
exiatiug^iaws,' took  fcflfect;.  taken  from  the  docu- 
ments, now  befUre  the  Committed: 

Aeeaimt  i>fmi(4^Uiuu^,mtef*dt»the  VnUedStatOt 
■    '  ^■^>Mra\iV0,1791;il7n. 

Tone. 
479,091 
fiO  1,790 
568,983 
S&8,919 
t4e,79» 
M4,S«S 

S«,6»9 


1790,  American  vasaels,  - 
1791,.  do/,  do  - 
1792;.     do  -      ^0  .-   .  - 

1 790,  Fcqreign  veaaeb,  - 
1791-,    ■  do      do        -  - 
1799,      do     ■  do        -     ■  - 
17^,  Incretae  of  American,  • 

1791,  do     "  do  - 
179^      d»         do  - 
IV^DeoMaseefFmiga,  - 
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1791,  DecraMeofPoieign,     -      -      -  17JS8 

1792,  IncTMM  of  Foreign,  •  -  -  3,464 
Totil  mcrMM     AmericMi  mtriM  in  two 

yewi,.      -  -      -      -      -  88.19S 

Total  decreufl  ofForeigii,  in  the  Mme  time,  14,666 

By  this  statement  erery  member  will  see  how 
rapidly  oar  tonna^  increased  in  1792.  Otir  mer- 
chants then  had  felt  the  advantages  deriruu;  from 
the  existing  Uws  to  their  shippini^  and  had  com- 
pletely risen  from  the  languor  occasioned  by  the 
insecurity  under  the  former  Oorernment.  The 
ship-builders,  and  the  various  useful  mechanics 
Becessary  for  the  promotion  of  commer9e,  had 
again  coUected  to  the  seaports,  and  met  wt;h  fall 
cos^oyment 

It  aj^pears  that  in  the  year  179S,  there  was  a 
sniall  mcrease  of  foreign  tonnage;  but  did  this 
arise  from  an  increase  of  British  tonnage  ?  No, 
sir,  on  the  contrary,  it  wUl  »ipear,  by  examining 
the  document  for  1791  and  1791  that  the  British 
tonnage  decreased  5,619  tons,  and  that  the  increase 
arose  from  the  French,  who  in  1791  supplied  but 
8,941  tons ;  in  1792,  their  tonnage  amounted  to 
24,017  tons.  Whence,  Mr.  Chairman,  arose  this 
nidden  increase  of  French  tonnage?  Why,  re- 
generated France  made  a  stroke  at  our  carrying 
trade,  that  jwoyed  a  complete  monopoly  to  herseu 
of  the  carnage  all  our  tobacco  wanted  in  Prance 
in  her  own  ships ;  this  she  effected  by  laying  a 
duty  of  twenty-HTe  livres  per  cwt.  oB  tobacco  im- 
ported into  EraDce  in  American  bottoms,  when 
that  imported  in  Fr^ich  ships  p^d  but  eighteen 
lirres,  making  a  difference  of  about  46s.  9d.  sterling 

Cr  hhd.,  when  the  usual  freigbt  of  a  bhd.  of  to- 
Bco  was  but  32s.  fid.  sterling  to  France  in  times 
of  peue. 

Mr.  S.  then  asked,  Has  Great  Britain  laid  any 
such  discriminating  duty?  If  she  has,  he  would 
teadily^  give  his  cpDsent  to  retaliate.  It  wilt  be 
conceived  that  206,000  tons  of  British  shipping 
entered  in  our  ports,  was  still  too  great  a  propor- 
tion out  of  a  total  of  812,546  tons ;  but  did  .  thi^ 
ariae  from  the  trade  to  her  European  Dominions 
from  America  1  No,  sir.  it  arose  principallx  from 
her  vessels  employed  to  her  West  Indies,  Those 
CBtriea  were  three  to  four  times  per  annum,  and 
to  .her  ships  enqiloyed  to  the  Mediterranean,  for 
account  m  her  own  merchants.  ,  American  ships 
cannot  go  there  for  fear  of  &e  Algerines ;  you, 
therefore,  ought  to  be  pleas^  at  the  competition 
that  arises  from  their  purchasing  for.Ae  Mediter- 
ranean markets.  A  demand  is  created  thereby  to 
the  great  advantage  of  our  farmefa. .    ' '  ' 

From  experience,  be  would  venture  to  say  that 
nearly  the  one-half  of  all  the  America:^'  produce 
actoaiUy  luded  id  Great  Brttain,  i*  carried  in 
American  ships,  and  nearly  the  fvbole  that  is  im- 
ported from  thence,  b  it  sot,  therefore,  unrea- 
sonable, Mr.  Cbairman,  to  repine  because  we  have 
not  the  whole  ?  It  now  becomCir  a  subject  of  in- 
quiry, to  know  how  our  own  ship;  are  employed. 
It  appears  by  the  document  that  ther<i  were  em- 
|Joyed  from  the  30th  September,  1791,  to  the  30th 
September,  1792,  to  the  ports  of.  the  Powers  in 
treaty  with  ns,  actual  tonnage,  145,295 ;  to  those 
not  in  treaty,  actual  tonnage  14^099.  Nearly  an 


equal  number  of  tons  to  each  description.  It  ondit 
to  be  observed  that  in  that  year  tl^e  were  67,130 
tons  employed  to  the  French  West  Indies.  Only 
a  small  part  of  which  ought  to  be  counted  on  in 
times ofpeace.  Butforargument'ssakeletusadopt 
the  statement  as  it  stands ;  and  what  will  be  the 
consequence  if  the  profioeed  discrimination  should 
be  adopted  ?  Yonr  third  resolve  proposes  lessen- 
ing the  duty  of  toDoage  on  the  ships  of  Powers  in 
treaty ;  your  fourth  proposes  raising  the  duty 
tonnage  on  the  shippu^  oS  Powers  not  in  treaty. 
What  advantages  an  to  derive  to  the  Amoican 
shaping  from  those  two  tesolutioni?  He  eoald 
see  none ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  thou^t  it  &ir 
to  suppose,  that  the  Powers  a^rieved  would  r^ 
taliate,  and  what  then  would  m  the  consequence? 
Why,  143,000  tons  of  our  shipping  would*  be  sub- 
jected to  pay  twenty^ve  cents  per  ton,  say,  $35,750 
per  annum,  by  the  resolntiMU,  without  any  posuUe 
advantage  promised  by  the  syi^m  to  our  vmn 
shmping. 

Mr.  S.  be^d  leave  to  submit  one  other  observa- 
tion, which  ought  to  have  weight.  The  document 
already  referrtMl  to  shows  that  61,889  tons  of  Ame- 
rican shipping  were  oaj^oyed  to  England  and 
her  European  dependencies  alone — when  to  the 
European  ports  of  all  the  Powers  in  treaty  there 
were  employed  the  same  year  but  26,790  tons. 
Why,  then,  would  you  risk  a  ground  so  dangerous, 
so  delicate/as  that  of  diserimmatiou  1  It  has  been 
said  tt^t  Spain  and  Portugal  are  not  their  own 
carriers,  ana  therefore  will  not. feel  them^vea 
offended.  It  is  true  they  do  not  carry  all  thej 
want  from  us,  but  they  employ  enougn  of  theu 
shipping  to  our  ports  to  feel  the  affront.  In  1791, 
they  entered  9,098  tons.  France  the  same  year 
entered  but  8,982  tons  in  our  ports.  Denmark,  who 
is  to  feel  the  effect  of  those  resolves,  in  1791  entei- 
ed  1,619  tons  of  their  shipping,  when  Swedoi}  whio 
is  to  be  relieved,  entered  but  361  tons. 

The  result,  then,  sir,  of  this  inquiry  i^  that  no 
possible  good  can  accrue  to  ywir  navigation  from 
,  those  resolutions,  and  that  much  protaJiic  iiuni^ 
may  take  place  from  the  retaliation  <tf  the  Powen 
who  cannot  but  think  themselves  aggrieved. 

Mr.  SeOTT  said,  that  the  subject  tnight  be  »- 
duced  to  a  few  simple  questions}  first,  are  we  in 
such  a  situation  as  we  Imve  a  right  to  expect  f  If 
this  be  answered  in  the  nagwtive,  the  second  que*- 
tion  is,  can  we  better  our  coaditioB?  And  thirds 
are  these  resolutions  the  proper  remedy?  One 
leading  feature  in  the  Opposition  is.  that  we  ought 
to  separate  commerce  from  politics.  This  wa* 
impossible.  It  was  curious  to  observe  the  cuppo- 
site  ground  upon  which  these  resolutions  had  beoi 
oppwed.  One  set  of  gentlemen  said,  that  they 
were  so  comprehensive  and  so  fwmidaUe,  that 
they  would  at  oiH;e  plunge  us  into  a  war  with  Bri- 
tain. Another  said,  that  they  were  such  a  milk- 
and-water  piece  of  stuff,  that  Britain,  vrould  look 
on  them  with  a  smile  of  contemptuous  pity.  He 
believed  tliat  Britain  would  sulunit  to  many  re- 
strictions and  disadvantages,  mther  than  give  up 
our  trade.  Some  genUemm  had  said,  that  we  did 
not  consume  to  the  value  of  more  than  two  mil- 
li(Hu  sterling;  but,  say  that  it  was  tok  milUona  vf 
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dollmre.  The  United  States  eontainfoor  millions 
aod  an  half  veojie.  Upon  an  arerage.  their 
Mding  and  dotning  was  at  leait  ten  ddbn  each 
per  anamn.  AU  the  maau&etiues  ve  had  from 
Britain,  sapposin^  that  they  etduisted  of  nothing 
ebe  but  elouking,  were  ODly  ten  nuUioos,  and  the 
odier  thirtf-fire  millions  were  manofiictared  in 
the  couatry.  Bat  as  in  fact  not  more  than  one 
half  at  the  Terr  utmost  of  the  importations  fVom 
Britain,  were  or  clothing  of  any  kind,  so,  not  more 
than  fire  mHlions  out  of  the  forty-fire,  or  one 
lunth  part  of  the  whole,  was  fUraished  from  Bri- 
tain. This  demonstrated  that,  as  to  cloth  mann- 
fteiorers,  we  were  not  in  that  hnmiliating  state  of 
dependence  in  which  some  peo|de  were  so  fond  of 
representing  us  to  be. 

nr.  Smith,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  said,  before  he 
catered  into  a  consideration  of  the  aivumeuts  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virgbia,  he  shooldaTail  him- 
adloi  the  opportunity  ofcfMrrecting  some  misstate- 
ments (rf  his  own  atgoments,  iniieh  had  been 
mad«  by  that  gentleman. 

Re  ud  been  represented  as  having  stated  it  as 
a  fitror  to  this  country,  that  Great  Britain  admit- 
ted oor  prodttotions  into  her  West  Indies.  Mr.  S. 
■ud  he  Dad  wly  stated,  that  the  en^usion  of  the 
prodaeticms  of  all  other  countries,  was  a  prefer- 
ence given  to  ours,  which  was  not  given  oy  the 
commercial  system  of  France.  He  was  also  re- 
presented by  the  gentleman,  as  having  argued, 
"  that  the  United  States  ought  not  to  complam  of 
the  usage  of  Great  Britain,  it  she  used  them  as 
well  as  otiier  nations whereas,  Mr.  S.  said,  his 
reasoning  went  to  show,  that  her  commercial  sys- 
tem placed  us  on  a  better  footing  than  it  did  other 
nairions.  Again,  he  was  nude  to  say,  by  the  gen- 
deman,  "that  if  Great  Britain  used  us  UL  she 
likewise  used  every  other  nation  111,  and  we  uiere- 
fyre  ought  to  bear  it  patiently,^  Mr.  8.  declared, 
he  had  said  no  soeh  thing ;  he  had  ai^ed  only 
that  the  exduicm  of  our  vessels  from  an  indirect 
eommeree  with  her,  and  from  the  entry  into  her 
Uoads,  was  a  pert  of  her  Navigation  Act  and  CJo- 
lenj  system,  and  extended  to  all  other  nations  as 
«<eU  as  the  United  States.  * 

The  gentleman,  in  adverting  to  his  having  taken 
for  the  epoch  of  his  comparative  view,  the  period 
antecedent  to  the  pending  French  Revdiution,  as 
the  settled  order  of  things,  had  attempted,  by  an 
aneandid  distortion  of  his  argoment,  to  wrest  bis 
TMsoniog  from  a  commercial  to  a  political  subject, 
for  the  purpose  of  representing  him  as  deeming 
the  Monarcoy  of  France  the  only  settled  order  m 
liungs.  It  was  tme,  he  had  confined  his  view  of 
Ike  two  eomraereiai  systems  to  that  epoch;  in  this 
h«  had  tmlr  pnrsoed  the  ideas  and  spirit  of  Mr. 
J^miBott  ninuelf,  wh<^  speakii^  in  his  report  of 
the  reeettt  altemtions  hi  die  condition  of  onr  com- 
nereeu  says,  "to  hare  described  .all  these,  would 
faaTe  Iwen  as  impracticable  as  useless,  since  ihe 
aeenes  would  have  been  shifting  while  under  de- 
scription. I  therefore  think  it  best  to  leave  the 
report  as  it  was  formed,  being  adapted  to  a  parti- 
eiUar  pcnnt  of  time,  inien  tahigs  were  in  their 
•ettfed  ofder,  ^t  u'to  say,  the  Siammer  179S." 
Mr.  B.  ahwiradj  that  Fraiiea  wia  at  tha  liaw  a 


Monarchy,  and  he  had  been  governed  by  the  sanw 
idea  as  the  SecKlaiy  of  StMe,  in  stopping  at  that 
period,  when  a  state  of  Rerolntion  gave*  birth  to 
changes  in  her  permanent  system,  and  induced 
deviations  firom  what  would  be  the  cwdmary  eonne 
of  things. 

The  propriety  of  limiting  the  view  to  Aat  epoeh 
was  obvious,  from  the  concession  of  the  member 
himself,  who,  having  stated  that  American  resseU 
were  permitted  to  be  naturalized  in  France,  and 
being  informed  by  Mr.  S.,  that  the  first  National 
Assembly  took  away  that  privilege  (as  mentioned 
in  the  report)  had  been  compiled  to  acknowledge 
the  existence  of  fluctuations  in  her  system  since 
the  RevolntiMi.  This  view  of  the  subject,  Mr.  8* 
said,  was  more  favorable  to  France  than  one 
which  should  embrace  the  |H«seDt  period,  her  an- 
ci&A  commercial  system  beug  oa  the  whole  mon 
favorable  to  this  country  thu  it  is  at  this  timft. 
He  bad  been  also  represented  by  the  same  goitle- 
man,  as  "  having  admitted  that  it  was  a  hardshift 
to  have  our  trade  monopolized  by  one  nation,  ana 
having  at  the  same  time  advised  to  make  no  ^forta 
for  puttii^  an  end  to  it."  This  was  directly  the 
reverse  ofhb  sentiments,  which  was,  "that  it  waa 
advisable  not  to  depend  on  any  one  natim  for  our 
neee^ry  supplies,  but  that  the  proper  remedy 
was  by  a  mode,  not  the  objects  of  the  resolutions, 
nor  contemplated  by  the  report,  namely,  an  effica- 
cious system  of  encouragement  to  our  own  manu- 
factures, and  not  subjecting  our  citizens  to  the  ex- 
pense of  premiums  for  the  eneonragnnent  of  thoae 
of  other  countries." 

Mr.  S.  then  proceeded  to  take  notice  of  Mr. 
Madison's  ara;aments.  The  gentleman  had  said 
that  wheat  and  flimr  were  admitted  by  a  «*«fwKiiy 
law  duty  free  into  the  French  West  Indies.  The 
report  states  the  contrary  to  be  the  fact  "  France," 
says  the  report,  "  by  a  standing  law,  permits  h^ 
West  India  possesatons  to  receive  directly  otir 
vegetebles,  live  provisions,  horses,  wood,  ter,  pitch, 
and  turpentine,  rice  and  maize,  and  prohilnts  oor 
other  iHread  stuff." 

The  gentleman  had  been  much  displeased  at  his 
having  commented  on  the  omission  ofthe  Secretary 
of  Stete  to  mention,  that,  while  the  tobacco  ofthe 
United  Stetes  paid  in  Great  Britain  a  duty  of  Is. 
3d.,  all  other  foreign  tobacco  paid  3s.  6d.  As  an 
apology  for  that  omission,  ^whieh  Mr.  S.  coidd 
not  but  deem  material,  especially  as  the  Secretary 
laid  great  stress  on  otner  duties,)  the  gentleman 
bad  &eged  that  the  circumstance  was  peoAetly 
immaterial,  imumueh  as  the  duty  of  Is.  3A  was 
itself  so  high  as  id  diminidi  the  consumption,  and 
inasmuch  as  Aere  was  no  othte  ebuntty  whiA 
eottid  ba  oor  competitor  m  that  arti^.  To  dib 
he  answered,  first,  that  tobacco  being  an  article 
not  of  necessity  but  of  caprice,  and  being  consum- 
ed in  small  quantity  by  each  individtul,  a  high 
duty  could  not  be  felt;  secondly,  that  tobacco  was 
obtainable  ftdm  other  countries.  It  appeared,  fi«m 
documents  of  authttrity,  that  in  fhe  years  1744,  & 
6,  the  imports  of';tobacco  into  Great  Britain  baa 
been  anniltdty  About '63,1)00  ht^headsj  of  which 
only '44,000  w^  from  the  Amnieui  Coltmie^ 
tha  rarichu^  18,00C^  bebig  ftov  other  cooniziai* 
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From  the  saiae  doeumjeata  U  iUrther  amiears,  that 
IB  1774,  Grreat  Britain  itnjwrted  from  toe  Ameri- 
«an  Colonies  96,000  ht^eadij  which  was  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  tobaceo  she  imported  that  year. 
The  inference  reraltiutf  from  this  Qircamstauce  is, 
that  the  difference  duty  in  favor  of  American 
tabueco  had  then  destroyed  a  eompetitiffli  which 
did  before  exist.  He  admitted  that  this  diserimir 
lUUioD  of  duties  in  our  latror  was  a  nUb  of  her 
Colony  system,  but  its  object  to  encourage 
the  growth  of  tolKicoo  in  thia  country  by  giving  to 
it  a  mon<qpdv  of  the  British  market,  and  it  ap- 
peared that  tois, object  yna  obtained;  and  it  was 
to  be  inferae^  ta&t  a^contiiuiaiice  of  the  effect  was 
procored  by  a  continaance  of  the  system.  If  we 
bare  not  much  eompetitiw  now,  it  does  not  fol- 
iew  that  it  mi^t  not  arisfe.  What  is  there  to  hin- 
der its  being  (aiqed  on  equally  good  terms  in  any 
quantity  in  any  of  tbe  Southern  parts  of  this  Con- . 
tment  in  |>ossaMion  of  the  different  Powers  of  Eu- 
rope, Spata,  Portugal,  and  Holland  t 

Portiual,  it  hod  been  said,  could  not  be  our  com- 
petitor, for  she  received  our  tobacco.  The  report 
•ays  that  it  is  prohibited.  He  understood  some 
tfoaU  quantity  bad  boen  smugfl^  to  that  coun- 
try ;  it  was  certain  that  only^  horaheads  had 
been  exported  thither  die  year  before  ust,  tad  on- 
ly 6ve  uie  last  year.  In  compaung  the  footing  on 
■vhioh  our  commerce  stood  with  Fnmce  and  Cheat 
Sritain,  the  gentlenan  had  dwelt  oh  pazticuUr 
eircnmstanees.  This  was  not  a  fair  mode  of  com- 
parison.  The  question  ought  to  be  an  anr^e^ate 
one;  are  we  as  well,  upon  the  whole,  witn  this  or 
tltttt  country  ?  If  we  are,  we  ought  not  to  deal  out 
a  worse  measure  to  one  than  to  another.  The  in- 
direct commerce  which  Great  Britain  denies  us, 
and  which  Fiance  till  lately  granted  us,  is  not  at 
|>rc8ent  very  material  to  us,  as  we  could  not  nu^ 
ti|^  our  navigation  enough  to  derive  great  bene- 
m  from  it,  irithout  injury.  To  divert  our  capiml 
£toin;mwe  praitable  branches  to  the  mere  carry- 
ing trade  wonjid  be  nhwiae  j  it  i^  desirable  only  to 
a  country  like  Hollan<l,  of^  little  production  and 

Sat  cawftl;  but  e^en  France  nqw  excludes  us 
n  the  indirect  eommeree  with  her  by  her  late 
Ti^atiai  Act.  ThQ  systems  oi  the  two  coaAtEie& 
jtha,  m  reqwct  to  aavuation  in  Bucope,  stand 
jprecisely  on  the  same  fioting;  and  in  respect  to 
their  West  Indies^  the  war  haslet  our  vessels  into 
Hm  British,  as  well  as  the  Freach  islands,  and 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  our  right  to  send  our 
TMsels  to  the  French,  islands  iriU  terminate  with 
the  war. 

To  depreciate  the  disccwinatltHi  in  oar  favor  in 
the  British  islands,  by  the  exclusion  of  the  p-o- 
dvee  of  other  nations,  the  gentleman  had  said  the 
eOEclttsion  was  only  a  matter  of  forOi  and  a  rem- 
nant of  the  old  Ceiony  system. 

BIr.  S.  said,  ^  was  no  answer  to  say.it  was  a 
f^naant  of  the  Colony  syfu;m.  ^h«(  mtem 
aimed  at  peculiar  privil^ea  m  i^c  national  do- 
minions ;  as  fat  as  we,  beia^  K»«gnets,  sdA  per- 
uke of  those  privilwes,,  it  in  to  qur  advantage, 
puppose  under  that  oU  eystera  we  >ad  continued 
to  cuoy  the  r^^  o£  aa^igjating  the  <  isUnds, 
Wralaithavebew  a  dispewgenynt  of  .the' right 
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that  it  was  only  a'remnaat  of  the  old  Colony  sys- 
tem 1  Neither  was  it  true  that  it  was  only  mat- 
ter of  form,  and  of  do  consequence.  Thoc^h  we 
can  in  general  supply  tiie  islands  better  than  other 
nations,  it  does  not  follow  that  others  could  not 
supply  at  all.  The  French  Colonies  could  not  get 
ffoar  oa  as^;ood  tenas  as  we  ean  fumi^  them; 
yet  that  article  ms  prohibited,  and  in  general  they 
were  suiwlied  {ram.  France.  So,  though  in  gene- 
ral the  Britidi  Coloaues  could  not  be  snp|died 
equally  as  well  as  from  us,  yet  in  years  of  scarcity 
in  this  country,  and  of  ^enty  elsewhere,  a  compet)- 
tioa  miffht injure  m.  Why  eouldnotric^  in  par- 
ticular, be  supplied  from  the  Portuguese  DoaainuNU 
in  competition  with  ours  1 

Much  reliance  had  been  placed  by  the  geatl*- 
man  on  the  dlsproportioa  of  American  wad  witiah 
tonna^  emj^oyedin  the  commerce  between  the  two 
countries.  He  had  stated  that  in  1790,  the  British 
tonnage  was  211,000,  the  American  only  43,000. 
But  Mr.  S.  observed,  the  comparison  was  not  ac- 
curate ;  the  rule  pursued  by  riie  gentleman  was 
entry,  not  real  tonni^ ;  and  as  we  nave  no  ditect 
tomuge  with  the  British  West  Indies,  from  whkh 
entries  are  frequent,  the  British  tonnage  is  swelled 
by  that  frequencjr  of  mtries,  as  haH>eiud  in  the 
case  of  die  Amerieaa  tonnage  empmyed  bMwaeD 
the  British  and  the  French  Dominions.  The 
House  havii^;  no  materials  before  them,  it  waa 
impossible  to  prcmounce  how  Ihr  this  circiuulaaee 
varied  the  true  proportion,  but  it  was  euf  to  see 
that  it  mustdoitffteatly. 

Arguments  had  been  likewise  drawn  from  the 
greater  proportion  of  our  tonnage  employed  in  onr 
trade  with  Spain,  Portugal,  Ac. 

Mr.  S.  thou{[ht  the  principle  of  comparism  waa 
a  proof  of  nothing,  except  that  Britain  was  a  more 
navigating  power  than  the  natiooe  in  general  with 
whom  we  hare  commerce.  It  was  no  test  of  the 
system  of  either.  This  was  evident,  when  we  com- 
pared the  proportion  of  oui  tonnage  with  &itaia, 
and  with  Spain  and  Portugal }  for,  as  the  lattet, 
equally  with  Britain,  excU^  us  from  their  Co- 
lonies, their  systems  were  essentiallr  the  same* 
But  Britain  has  extensive  meane  or  aavigatiMs 
Spain  and  Portugal  slender  means,  ao-that  wUle 
our  bottmns  were  the  mincipal  carrien  between 
those  countries  and  us^  Britam  maintained  a  cno- 
petition  with  ns  in  the  trade  betw«ai  her  Dwni- 
uwas  and  us.  Bat  couJld  it  be  proved  (hat  tfais 
was  either  avoidable  in  the  present  circamstaneea 
of  the  country,  or  that  we  ought  to  attempt  to 
avoid  itby  violent  or  forced  elements?  Thenari* 
gatioff  StMes  in  the  European  trade  betwew  the 
Britidi  Dominicmsand  the  United  Statesjpreponde^ 
rate  greatly  in  the  article  of  trauage.  Qrcat  Bri- 
tain may  have  the  advantage  in  thenon-navigatng 
States}  this  arises  in  a  greet  degree  from  a  cauae 
which  navigation  laws  cannot  cure— thesuperiori- 
ty  of  capital.  The  merchants  of  Britain  can  sup- 
uyon  Umg  credits,  ithat  those  of  onr  narigating 
States  cannot;  they  have  more  meus  to  pUKhaaa 
and  export  the  commoditiee  of  the  Somhi  from 
both  causes  diey  carry  on  a  consideraUe  _part  of 
the  Southern  trade,  and  they  make  their  own 
ahipfing  tbe  iiytinmant  9S  it.  ^o-peans  aaiei^ 
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hrled  to  mokiply^  our  rewels  can,  under  existing 
eirenmstanees,  obriate  this  eourte  of  things.  But 
the  remedy  of  Tioleat  aad  forced  expedients  would 
lie  feruieious.  if  it  could  be  auceessful.  It  would 
dirert  our  capital  in  too  great  a  degree  from  the 
belter  to  the  worse  buBiness;  from  agriculture, 
commeree,  and  mann&ctures,  to  mere  navigation. 
The  true  cpnrse,  he  thought,  was  to  foster  our  na- 
TigMira  br  gradual  wid  modemteeneoungements, 
KM  to  expect,  from  tunc  and  the  increase  of  re- 
soane&  aavaattiges  of  which  we  were  solid- 
tons.  IB  the  mean  time^  and  till  our  resouiees 
eoold  be  better  matured,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
demonstrate  that  it  watnot  aeanTennnce  to  us  to 
haTetheaid(^foTei|^meaB8.  Mr.  to  strengthen 
hia  a^ument  on  this  point,  quoted  a  passage  from 
BAr.  JBFranaoN's  letter  to  Aur.Mouiiia,  the  Minis- 
ter in  Pranoe,  in  the  printed  conrespondaice,  page 
09^  in  these  words: 

"  Were  the  merdunt  Tesstda  coming  for  our  produce 
fortaddea  to  have  anj  arma  for  their  defence,  every  ad- 
ventnrer  who  baa  a  boat,  or  money  enough  to  buy  one, 
woold  nuke  her  t  prirateer,  o«r  oou^  would  nrvm  with 
Hwm ;  tmign  veaeda  moat  oease  to  oaooe,  onr  oom- 
JBOoa  aMSt  be  aapproaaod,  onr  produca  lemaia  on  onr 
handa^  AT  at  least  uikt  great  pertna  (rf*  it  whidt  we  have 
■otiaaaaia  to  tmnf  amr,  onri^oiiglui  mnst  be  laid  aaiife, 
andagrieultnie  anqiended.  Tbiaiaaaaorificenotnaty 
coold  em  omlempUte,  and  which  we  tie  not  diepoaed 
to  make  out  of  mere  eomplsisanoe  to  a  &Iae  definition 
rfthe  tenn  priTatoer." 

He  bef^ed  the  Comauttce  to  remark,  that  this 
related  to  a  Britidi  diip,  and  that  they  were  tha 
prinoipa]  foreign  earriers  of  onr  produce ;  yet  the 
tendency  of  the  goitleman's  propositions  went  to 
exclude  them  frnn  our  ports.   We  receiTe  from 
Britain,  said  the  gentleman,  whaterer  she  pleased 
to  sand  us,  while  she  refused  our  principal  staple. 
Ur.  8.  denied  both  these  positibns ;  they  were  not ; 
foonded  in  any  sense.    I.  The  staple  alluded  to 
was  flour  and  erain.   This  the  regulations  of  Bri- 
tain excluded  from  her  home  markets,  except  in 
eues  ts£  extraordinary  demand }  but  in  her  West 
India  aaarknts  the  staple  was  free,  so  that  the  as- 
ssxtiea  was  much  too  generaL  Our  floor  and 
giuinwm  admitted  in  those  of  hermarketa  where 
periiaps  it  most  interested  us  that  they  should  be, 
where  the  demand  was  constant ;  they  were  sub- 
ject l«  inpedimeatts  in  those  of  hw  markets  where 
Che  demand  weutd,  from  the  nature  <3i  things,  be 
only  oeeaMcmal ;  while  France,  oa  Ac  contrarv, 
by  her  perma«eat  system,  receiTed  this  uitiefe 
cuy  in  her  home  markets,  when  there  could  be 
no  deanrtMid  for  it  in  or^nary  times,  and  excluded 
it  frtna  her  West  India  martnts.'  where  there 
wmU  be  a  conatant  demand.  S.  It  was  not  true 
liiat  we  receired  indiscriminately  the  mauufitc- 
IMKM  of  Britain.   We  endeavor  to  exclnd&  in  the 
SMae  aenae  that  she  excludes  our  flour  and  grain, 
/riK:  by  prohibitory  duties,)  all  ai  them  that  we 
■kink  oursdres  able  to  soj^ly  owsetTes  with^  for 
■ilaaiip  nnnillin,  cheese,  soape,  nails  and  spikes, 
steel,  eafaies  and  eoBdage,  boote  and  shoes,  and,  in- 
deed, the  manufoetwes  ef  leather  generally,  beer 
■ad  ported,  and  many  other  articles   The  gentle- 
vwft  was  Mtwuahed  at  Ihevut  pfmlency  of  Bii- 


[H.  opH.- 


tish  manufactures  in  the  United  States.  But  there 
was  no  ground  for  asttnudiment  to  those  who  at- 
tended to  &ct8.  The  true  and  natural  reason  is,, 
because  Britain  furnishes  better,  as  to  quality  and 
price,  than  any  other  country,  most  of  the  more 
solid  and  useful  kinds  of  manufacture,  and  those: 
of  the  most  extensive  constmiption ;  generally 
speaking,  she  was  rivalled  elsewhere  (mly  in  luxn- 
nes  ana  frii^ieries.  Bdr.  S.  said,  if  the  gentienua 
had  beoi  astonished,  he  had  been  no  lees  so  at  the 
idea  of  excluding  British  luxuries  for  French  mar 
nuActures ;  from  the  best  information  he  had  ob- 
tained, the  most  solid  and  useful  articles  came 
from  Britain,  the  frivolous,  luxarious,  and  unne- 
cessary ones,  from  Pranee.  He  had  procured 
from  8  merchant  trading  with  France  a  eo|>y  of 
an  order  for  a  French  cargo,  such  as  is  u^wly 
sent,  and  it  supported  him  in  his  assertion.  Mr. 
8.  read  the  order,  which  consisted  of  fans,  cam- 
brics, lawns,  lute-strings,  modes  and  satins,  silk 
stockings,  shoes,  shoe-patterns  and  slippers,  walk- 
ing-canes, watches,  feathers  and  flowers,  gloves, 
laces  and  edgings,  ribands,  tifiany,  crape,  hair 
powder,  human  hair  for  braids,  eoinbs,  esseuees, 
perfumerv,  sweetmeat^  mirrors,  juade-up  miUi- 
nexy,  gold  and  silver  thread  and  ^tangles,  g^  aad 
sihvr  eiml,  mmamented  fancy  time-pieces,  silk  vel- 
vets, umbrellaa,  Ac.  These  were  the  substitutes 
for  the  manufiustures  of  iron,  steel,  wooL  cotton, 
and  leather,  which  the  geutUmui  wished  to  ex- 
elude  by  the  duties  eontemplBted  in  his  propor- 
tions. 

The  baWee  of  trade  was  said  to  be  against  us 
in  our  trade  with  Britain,  and  in  our  favor  with 
other  nations.  Mr.  S.  said,  the  ideas  advanced  as 
to  this  point  were  of  the  last  century^  and  were 
now  exploded  by  all  enlightened  poUticiens.  The 
(mly  sense  in  which  the  questiim  could  be  inte- 
resting to  us,  respected  the  balance  of  our  wh(^e 
trade  with  all  the  world,  not  with  a  particular 
country.  It  was  immaterial  whether  it  was  against 
us  in  tnk  eountry,  or  in  our  fitvxv  with  that ;  the 
inquiry  ahould  be,  lunr  it  stood  tqpin  the  whole? 
And,  for  it  to  stand  well  tqpoD  the  whole,  the  iimt 
expedient,  as  it  zeguded  our  internal  dbmnene^ 
was,  to  get  what  we  want  where  it  could  be  ob- 
tained cheapest  and  best,  end  to  have  as  neat  a 
choice  of  markets  as  possible  for  what  we  have  to 
sell,  by  which  means  we  secure  the  best  price. 
Measures  tending  to  change  this  course  of  things 
were  the  best  tMt  could  be  devised  to  render  hTo 
aggregate  balance  disadvantageous  to  tliis  eowtk- 
try.  Mr.  S.  illustrated  his  position  by  the  follow^ 
ing  statnnent :  Sappoee  the  whole  amount  of  our 
imports-  to  be  as  300,  Britain  funushing  150, 
France  50 ;  suppose  onr  exports  also  equal  to  300, 
Britain  taking  160,  Fruoe  50;  here  the  balance 
of  our  vriiole  trade,  according' to  the  rule  adopted, 
would  be  equal  Suppose  Britain  furni^ed  her 
munfoetnne  ten  pev  ceBt.eheiqwr  than  Fiano& 
and  that  regulations  were  adoirted  which  should 
have  the  efiSet  of  equdisiBg  our  ^i^ott$  and 
ports  to  aad  from  bMh  countries;  Briiaii^  in  tUs 
case,  would  fUmish  cnly  we-half  of  o«r  unport^ 
which  would  eoet  us  the  same  as  beffse;  b«t 
Fnnee  weald  have  to  Ornish  us  with  an  addi- 
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tiMil  auatitjr  eqnl  to  iriut  eott  in  fidtaio  for- 
Btthr  oO;  bat,  as  eommodities  with  her,b]r  the 
rappoMtioii,  an  ten  per  cent,  dearer,  die  same 
s^ty  woiud  now  cost  56.  Oar  aceoont  at  im- 
ports and  exports  would  then  stand  thos: 


IMPORTS. 


From  Britain         -                 -  -  100 

From  France,  former  sopptf         •  -  50 

Additi(»wl  supply  of      transported  from 

Britain,  costing  ten  per  cent,  more  -  55 


BXPOBTS. 


To  Britain 
To  France 


205 


100 
100 

300 


-  Here  it  is  evident  th«  azeess  of  imports  to  ex- 
ftataf  OD  the  same  scale  of  snmdy,  woold  be  as 
■Te,  so  tiiat  iriiat  is  called  the  Dalance  of  trade, 
hewn  equal,  would  now  be  tamed  against  us  in 
the  proportioa  of  fire.  Thos  the  notable  plan  for 
giving  OS  a  more  fiiToraUe  balance  of  trade  woold 
end  in  rendering  it  less  favimUe,  by  diverting  us 
from  those  sources  where  we  can  get  supplied  on 
tlie  best  terms,  to  others  where  we  shoold  be  sup- 
]^ed  Ml  vrorse  terms.  Qreat  Britain,  the  gentle- 
man had  assured  the  Committee,  wtmld  not  dare 
to  contend  with  us,  because  we  could,  by  oar  regu- 
ktioBS,  turn  850,000  of  her  manufacturers  out  of 
employ.  But  would  not  those  regulations,  and 
the  eounter-regulatimis  which  mi^t  be  adopted, 
Cfnvte  i^jariou8ly  oa  a  moeh  larger  number  of 
pnsiMis  in  the  United  States?  Woold  not  all  Uie 
owners  and  eoltivatiHrs  of  land  aattae  materially 
by  the  kss  of  the  best  market  for  half  of  our  whole 
exports?  The  evil  to  Britain  would  be  partial,  to 
«s  general,  deineciating  the  vriiote  landed  pro- 
perty of  the  eountrv-  If  there  were  expected  a 
clamor  in  Britain  wnich  was  to  drive  her  Qovem- 
■  ment  into  a  repeal  o(  her  Navigatimi  Act,  we 
ooght  to  anticipate  a  clamor  from  oar  farmers  and 
landholders,  when  they  found  their  produce  rot- 
ting  in  warehouses,  and  were  compelled  to  pay 
twenty-five  per  cent  more  for  their  necessary 
fOp^es.  WhMk  th4  gentleman  stated  the  causes 
o(  failure  of  the  attempt,  in  1784,  by  separate 
States,  to  r^ulate  our  fi>reiffn  com  me  roe,  he  had 
imputed  tbem  entirely  to  the  want  of  a  Federal 
Qovemment.  But  Mr.  S.  was  of  opinion  that 
Aer  were  prineipallr  aseribiUtle  to  ike  divenity 
of  Weal  interests  and  h^ts  in  the  Suites.  IMd 
that  diversity  less  exitf  at  thu  time?  WonU  it 
not  produce  similar  effiocU?  And  would  not  regu- 
lations «Ueh  mi^t  be  [dcasing  to  some  parts  of 
the  Unioa  prove  so  intolerable  to  others  that  they 
would  not  cease  to  oomplain  till  they  could  eSisct 
a  rcfwal  of  the  grievanee  ?  As  fiu  as  the  fact, 
then,  with  regara  to  past  experiments,  could  guide, 
it  was  aninst  tbe  proposition.  Former  regula- 
tions produced  inconvenience,  and  were  abandon- 
ed. So  jealous  were  the  Southern  States  of  this 
power  in  dw  hands  of  Congress  to  reguiate  trade 


that  the  delegates  of  some  of  them  wonld  ke*  «o- 
eede  to  the  preeent  Coattitatifm,  nntU  it  wa.  au* 
polated  that  the  eonsent  of  two-thirds  of  the  Se- 
nate shoold  be  necessary  to  the  formatim  (tf  trea- 
ties. It  was  not,  however,  true  that  25(M>00 
British  manufactarers  would  be  thrown  cot  of 
employ.  Out  supplies  would  still  consist  of  ^ 
tish  manufactures,  though  circuitously  obtained, 
as  a^nitted  by  toe  gentleman  himself,  and  st 
dearer  rates,  because  we  cannot  fill  the  cbasa 
ourselves,  and  there  is  no  other  country  iriiieh 
can.  But  ire  are  to  starve  her  West  India  Islands. 
Those  iriio  felt  an  abhorrence  at  the  attempt  as 
tbe  part  of  the  combined  Powers  to  reduce  the 
French  by  starving  them,  now  viewed  with  cooi- 
posnre  the  proqiect  of  reducing  the  British  nalioB 
to  our  own  terms,  by  starving  the  inhabitanu 
the  West  Indies,  who  at  least  are  innocent  of  the 
charges  preferred  against  the  Mother  CouUry. 
Mr.  8.  was  satisfied  American  chancisr  ms 
not  of  a  nature  to  tolerate  such  ^  pipject  ss  that 
of  starving  the  inhabitants  of  the  British  Islands. 
The  irfiilattthropy  of  oar  fdUrar-citizens  would 
urge  the  repnl  of  any  law  produciu  such  diie 
enects.  Nay,  the  member  himself  would  be 
prompted  by  his  humuiity  to  be  amoiig  tbe  ftie- 
raost  to  repeal  it  Bnt  the  idea  was  extravagsaL 
We  want  to  sell,  as  much  as  they  to  buy;  if  tbsf 
could  not  obtain  the  requisite  supplies  elsewbeie, 
they  would  go  to  diem  cireuitously  from  us. 

A  ^easing  picture  had  been  drawn  <^  the  bme- 
fits  which  wcnld  result  to  our  navigati<m  hj  * 
transfer  of  oar  commerce  from  Britain  to  France. 
The  actual  qnanticy  of  our  tonnage  for  a  jrear 
ending  30th  September,  1793,  with  the  diiM 
Powers,  Mr.  B.  stated,  as  follows: 
With  Ae  Dominions  of  Fnnee  -  -  8S,B10 
With  those  of  Cheat  Britain  •  -  W» 
With  those  of  thi  United  Nethedands  -  61,819 
With  those  of  Spain  -        -  »^ 

With  those  of  Portugal  •  -  -  SMM 
With  those  of  Denmark  -  -  -  1016 
With  those  of  Sweden  -  -  .  1^ 
From  this  view  it  appears  that  oar  actual  ton- 
nage is  greater  with  tne  British  Domim(Mis  thsn 
with  those  of  any  oUier  country,  except  Fiance, 
and  it  had  been  shown  that  this  excess  was  adven- 
titious and  temporary.  Our  navigation  with  tbe 
European  Donunioiis  of  Great  Britain  was  6(^89 
tons;  with  tiioee  of  France  onlv  14,777,  that 
more  than  four  to  one.  This  dinerenee  might  w 
ccHiridered  of  a  permanent  natore;  that  wUei 
was  derived  fhnn  Colony  advantages,  as  preeaciew 
and  temporary,  becMise  contrary  to  the  genow 
principle  of  the  Colonial  poliev  of  aU  the  Bon- 
peott  natioiM,  and  omtrary  to  nie  very  prineipitt 
ofthe  new  French  Navigation  Aet.  Theg«itfe- 
maa  had  ascribed  our  late  increase  of  nsn^two 
to  temporary  causes.  It  woold,  however,  be  noad 
to  be  principally  api^icable  to  ow  trade  with  tbe 
British  Domimoos,  and  therefore  not  so,  bot  tbe 
result  of  our  regulatiMis.  In  this 
statements  terminate  with  dw  year  179S,  a  pww 
prior  to  the  efiect  of  any  trauniary  causes  afot- 
mg  Britain.  It  had  been  said,  if  we  tnxufcttm 
Bxpotu  fnm  Britain  to  Frnncef  w«  shall  ineisoM 


Digitized  by 


Googlt 


40t 


HISTORT  or  GONOnSSB. 


4t0 


Jakdaby,  1794.] 


Oommtrce  of  the  VmiedStaUt, 


[H.orB. 


o«r  .^wTigatioa  teo^d.  Bat  woakl  a  TOte  c£  the 
Httaie  make  that  tmnsfer?  Would  it  create  a 
demand  fbr  our  exports  in  FnuKe  which  did  not 
exist  i  Whj  bad  she  not  taken  a  greater  propor- 
tioa  hithartol  Was  it  Dot  because  she  had  not  a 
demand  for  them?  Qnat  Britain,  said  the  pen- 
ttenao,  eouU  not  obtain  ebewliere  the  artictes 
with  wliidi  we  sapi^y  her.  Mr.  S.  examined  this 
part  of  dke  aigwaent  tinder  the  difiSerent  heads. 
IVeod,  viz :  mwts,  spars,  timber,  boards,  staTaa.  It 
ms  leas  than  thirty  years  since  Britain  derived 
her  supply  of  thoae  articles  almost  wholly  from 
other  cooBtries,  namely.  Russia,  Sweden,  Nor- 
way, and  Qermany.  The  latter,  through  Hi^- 
land,  supplied  the  greatest  part  of  Europe  with 
oak  timoier,  pipe,  hogshead,  and  barrel  stares,  in 
which  we  hare  less  to  fear  from  competition  than 
ia  respect  to  other  articles ;  indeed,  without  some 
extra  advanta^it,  we  could  not  well  maintain  a 
competition  with  the  countries  cm  the  Baltic,  in 
the  Buropean  trade  of  wood,  owing  principally  to 
our  greater  distance,  whicn  makes  the  freig^ht 
much  higher  from  this  country  than  from  the 
Baltie }  hraee,  probably}  it  is  that  w«  ship  so  Httle 
to  France. 

7br  and  pUtA.  Britain  used  formerly  to  derire 
her  supply  of  these  artieles  also  from  the  Baltic, 
principally  friHn  Sweden,  and  the  same  might  be 
the  case  hereafter. 

Indigo.  This  can  be  had  from  the  Elast  Indies, 
from  ul  parts  the  West  Indies,  including  the 
Colonies  of  the  Spaniards,  Portngueie,  and  Dutch, 
on  this  Continent}  great  quantities  of  it,  and  of 
good  quality,  are  produced  in  St.  Domingo  and 
Guatemala. 

TVkkco.  This  article  is  raised  in  the  Ukraine 
and  other  Southern  parts  of  Europe,  in  the  Flori- 
daa^  parts  of  South  America,  and  in  the  West 
India  Islands.  It  was  true^  tne  tobacco  of  this 
country  was  fitter  for  certain  purposes  than  that 
of  other  countries.  These  particular  kinds  might 
find  their  way  to  a  mu-ket  otherwise  sufficiently 
auBj^ed,  at  vmt  lumng  a  nrplas. 

jRfee  waa  fi)rmeily  earned  to  Great  Britain  in 
mat  quaatiti^  fnnn  the  Lerant  aid  the  East 
SuUct;  some  u  rused  in  Spain  and  Italy.  All 
the  Spanish  and  PortugueBe  Colonies  are  fitted 
for  it;  a  considerablfl  quantity  is  raised  in  the 
Braztla. 

Pot  andpeaH  osfte*.  Less  than  thirty  years 
ago  Great  Britain  was  supplied  with  this  article 
from  other  countries,  Tiz:  Russia,  (3ennany,  Swe- 
den, Denmark,  and  Spain.  The  barilla  of  Spun 
is  aaid  to  be  a  substitute  for  it. 

The  gentleman,  as  w^  as  others,  had  men- 
tioned the  baneful  effects  oi  the  credit  giren  by 
Briti^  merchants.  Credit,  like  other  good  things, 
is  ImUe  to  abuse.  Dr.  Franklin,  who  well  knew 
the  circumstances  of  this  country,  bequeathed  a 
pMTt  of  his  estate  to  be  lo*ned  out  to  yoimg  trades- 
men and  mechanics.  -He  thoiq^t  well  «  credit, 
and  his  testimony  its  u^ty  ought  to  remoTp 
aome  of  the  prejudices  against  it.  B*  credit  had 
pfodoced  pernicious  effects  in  Virginia,  as 
member  from  that  State  had  represented,  it  was 
eartsia  that  it  ha4  frodwed  wholesoiiuB  efleets  in 


other  States.   Why  the  same  cause  should  pro- 
duce such  different  effects  in  different  parts,  he 
should  not  inquire.   As  to  its  supposed  influence 
on  the  borrowers,  in  creating  an  undue  depend- 
ence, that  remark  nad  been  well  answered  already. 
In  truth,  the  borrower  is,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, more  »t  to  become  the  enemy  than  the 
dependent  of  the  lender.  An  apiwehaision  had 
been  entertained  by  Uie  ([entleman  that  the  ex- 
isting  commeniial  connexion  with  Britain  would 
promote  Monarchical  principles  in  this  country ; 
and  yet  the  professed  object  of  the  rfndnti(MU  is 
to  compel  Great  Britain  to  enter  into  a  commer- 
cial treaty  with  us,  and  therebr  strengthen  aitd 
extend  the  commercial  ties  which  already  existed. 
The  resolutions  are,  moreorer,  designed  to  induce 
the  emigration  to  this  country  of  thousands  of 
British  manufacturers,  who  will  naturally  bring 
their  Monarchical  {principles  along  with  them. 
But  if  a  commercial  intercourse  with  the  Domin- 
ions of  a  Monarch  are  pregnant  with  such  erils, 
we  ou^t  to  abaodon  our  trade  with  Spaw,  Por- 
tugal, and  Russia,  as  well  as  Britain,  and  CMifine 
it  to  the  Swiss  Cantons  and  other  Repuhlies. 
Such  apprehensioBs,  however,  he  could  net  \M 
consider  as  a  joot  compliment  to  the  dtspoaitims 
and  character  of  the  American  peoide.  They  ue 
too  much  attached  to  Republican  QoTemmest 
and  to  their  liberties  to  be  exposed  to  the  danger 
of  losing  either  the  one  or  the  other  by  their  inte^ 
.  course  with  any  foreign  nation  whatever.  After 
some  further  remarks,  Mr.  S.  concluded  with  say- 
ing, much  apology  is  due  to  the  Committee  for 
having  so  greatly  abused  their  patience ;  but  when 
I  consider  that  the  proposed  measures,  unlike 
common  L^^slative  acts,  which  can  be  repealed 
at  j4ea8ure  when  found  injurious,  must  be  deeined 
the  comeMtooe  of  a  new  Commercial  Constito* 
tion,  which,  being  once  laid,  we  must,  at  all 
hazards,  build  upon  or  be  di^praced,  I  am  prompt- 
ed by  the  strcwgest  injunctions  of  doty  to  vumtt 
every  consideratum  which  may  induce  the  Oni^ 
mittee  to  ponder  seriously  before  they  adopt  thoa. 
My  oppontioB  is  ^mnlated  by  a  fnrtherconsidsi^ 
ation.   Representing  a  district  which  includes  aii\ 
important  commercial  city,  and  a  territory  pro- ' 
ducing  a  staple  valuable  and  bulky,  many  of  whose 
propnetors  have  not  yet  emerged  from  the  debts 
incurred  by  a  ravaging  war,  and  whose  wdlhre 
depends  on  a  ready  vent  for  their  producUons,  n 
well  as  a  cheap  supply  of  the  indispensable  artir 
cies  of  foreign  manufactures,  I  feel  a  weighty  re- 
sponsibility on  my  mind  on  this  occasion,  uul  a 
peculiar  solicitude  to  protect  them  against  those 
embarrassments  and  distresses  which  app^,  to 
my  judgment,  inseparaUe  from  the  propositioas,  . 
and  which  will  operate  against  my  coQstituetttB  \ 
like  a  two-edged  sword,  by  obstractmg  the  export  \ 
of  their  prodoee,  and  rendering  more  nnattainabla 
their  neeeasary  snpidies. 

When  Mr.  Smitb  had  concluded,  the  Coamifc- 
tee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

TanMoaT,  January  30. 
The  fbUowiBg  Message  was  received  from  the 
PusiDiHT  OP  Tn  UmniB  Stath  : 
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Oentlemm  of  the  Houae  of  Sepmeniaitoa  .- 

I  lay  before  you  the  copy  of  a  Letter  firom  the  Goremor 
of  the  State  of  North  Carolm^  togetHer  with  two  peti- 
tioii  B,  to  which  it  lefen,  and  which  I  am  requested,  by  the 
LegisUtore  oflbat  State,  and  himiel^  to  tnnmiit  to  Gm- 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
Usim  Statu,  January  90, 1794, 

The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbbsideht  op  tbb  Unitso  States:, 

timtkmtn  of  ike  Senate,  and 

of  4ke  Hinm  of  B^reMtOatheef 

CommunicatioM  have  been  made  to  Cwigreas,  daring 
the  pre«ent  temon,  with  the  intention  of  aAbrdiiig  a 
ftili  view  of  the  postore  of  a&ira  on  the  Soathwestem 
frontiers.  By  ttte  information  which  has  lately  been 
laid  before  Cfongreu,  it  appeared  that  die  dSfficulties 
with  the  Creeks  had  been  amicably  and  happily  termina- 
ted. But  it  will  be  pnrceiT«d,wiui  regret,  by  tiw  papers 
herewith  trammittea,  that  die  tnnqnih^  has,  onfortu- 
wtttljf  bean  of  ahort  dnration*  owing  to  Ae  muder  of 
•enreral  fikndly  bidiana  by  aome  bwleai  iriiile  men. 

ThB  eondhion  of  things,  in  that  quarter,  requfaea  the 
aerioDfl  and  immediate  eonaidaration  of  Confess,  and 
tte  adoption  of  snch  wise  and  vigmona  laws,  as  iriUbe 
OMBpetent  to  the  proaervation  of  the  national  charact«, 
and  of  the  peaoe  made  under  the  aathori^  of  the  Umt* 
ed  States,  with  the  several  Indian  tribes.  Experience 
demonstzatee  that  the  ezistiug  legal  proviaons  are  en- 
tirely inadeqnate  to  thoae  great  objects. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

Uxitxd  Statxs,  January  30, 17M. 

The  aaid  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Fobrgst,  Mr.  Pick- 
SMB,  Mr.  Mebjlnb,  Mr.  Scott,  and  Mr.  Clark  ; 
and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  House. 

*  Mr.  Ambs,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
■senled  a  bill  moTidi&ff  for  the  relief  «  soeh  ofdie 
iidi^taiita  of  Samt  DtHniiuro,  resident  within  the 
United  States  as  mar  ^  mind  in  want  of  anp- 
poft;  iriiiefa  wBt  read  twice  and  COTimitted. 

APPBOPRUTION  BILL. 

Tfa«  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  appropriation  hill  j  the  discussion 
of  the  aereiml  aections  being  fiaiFhed,  a  motion  was 
made  Vf  Mr.  FitzbimonSj  to  add  another  clause 
to  authorize  the  Preoidhit  to  make  a  loan,  imder 
ctttain  reatrietiom,  to  provide  fat  these  ai^nopria- 
ticms. 

Mr.  MAmsoN  objected  to  cosneetii:^  the  two 
snbjeets.  This,  said  he,  ioTtdTes  a  eoasideration 
of  ways  and  raeans,  and  ought  to  be  kqit  distinct 
from  that  of  appropriations. 

Mr.  FrrzsiHOMs  concelTad,  on  theeotttiarjr,  the 
objects  inseparable.  There  h  so  use  in  nudUDg 
appropriations  withont  money  to  nay  them.  The 
surplus  revenue  amounts  to  nearly  two  millions,  i 
but  the  Treasury  does  not  al  present  contain  more  i 
thaa  •600,000,  and  a  loanwfll,  theialbn,  be  ne-  i 
ceasary  to  anticipate  the  rertnas.  i 
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Mr.  Clark  observed  that  there  was  no  necessity 
for  a  loan  to  pay  the  ai»ropriati<m  o£  the  present 
biU,  whieh  provides  only  for  the  civil  list. 

Mr.  Madisqn  ooncorred  in  the  idea  mentioned 
bv  the  gentleman  last  up,  and  observed  that  the 
objects  of  appro^ristioas^^and  ways  and  means,  aic 
so  distinct,  that  it  has  been  thought  jproper,  eas«i- 
tially  to  separate  them  in  the  C«utitutioa. 

Mr.  Giles  conceived  that  a  loan  should  not  be 
entered  into  at  least  until  the  state  <^  the  Treaswy 
is  before  the  House.  He  was  for  deferring  the 
proposition  on  the  princifdes  already  mentioned. 

Mr.  FiTzaiHOHS  drew  a  distinction  between  the 
subject  of  ways  and  ipeans,.  and  the  object  con- 
templated by  the  {weaent  motion,  which  he  ooo- 
sidered  merely  an  anticipation  of  the  revenue. 

Mr.  Mamsom  asked  whether  this  money  by  loan 
is  not  to  be  procured  by  the  payment  of  an  inter- 
est of  five  per  cent.,  and  whether  a  tax  will  not  be 
secenary  to  pay  that  interest} 

Mr.  Clabk  assured  the  mover  that  he  would 
side  with  him  in  his  opinion,  if  he  could  satisfy 
his  mind  that  this  was  not  a  subject  of  ways  and 
means,  and  that  the  paper  on  the  table  would  bruig 
into  the  Treasury  a  sum  of  numey  without  ways 
and  means. 

Mr.  HiLLHOtTsB  thou^t  it  dai^rous  to  hazaid 
the  Treasury's  bdng  empty,  and  approved  of  the 
anticipation  proposed. 

Mr.GoopnDEConsidered  the  subject  in  thb light. 
The  resoorces  of  the  Government  are  about  sra&- 
cient  to  defray  its  expenses,  but  as  it  gives  credit 
to  the  importmg  merchants,  an  antieipati«i;  of  the 
revenue  is.necessary  by  loan. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  exemplified  the  samie 
idea  by  reference  to  private  life,  and  moved  to 
postpone  the  preseat  aueslion  for  the  purpose 
obtaiuingnecMsary  infonnattoofnHn  the  Treasury. 

It  was  then 

Smdvedj  That  the  BecreUry  of  the  Treasury 
Uy  before  this  House  an  aoeount  of  the  moneys 
now  in  ike  Treasury,  with  aa  estimate  of  such 
fUrther  sums  as  may  probably  come  into  the  Trea- 
sury before  the  first  uy  of  April  next,  and  of  the 
demands  that  will  proMbly  be  made  on  the  Tre»- 
sary  to  that  time;  with  a  statement  of  the  Do- 
mestic Loans. 

After  some  further  (^wervations  on  the  subject, 
the  Committee  rose  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

CQMMEBCE  OF  THE  UMTKD  STATES. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Conunit- 
tee  of  the  Whob  House  en  the  Report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  on  the  privileges  and  restrictions 
on  the  commerce  (rf  the  UnitM  States  in  foreign 
countries ;  and  after  spending  some  time  therem 
the  CcHunittee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


FainAT,  Juamrf  31. 
A  petition  of  Thomas  Person,  and  others,  pro- 
wietors  of  lands  fai  the  Territory  of  the  Umted 
states  8ou^  of  die  rirer  Ohio,  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  praying  the  attention  of  Ccm- 
gress  to  the  subject-matter  of  a  representation  to, 
and  eertain  proceedings  of,  dtetiegi^tureof  Koidi 
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CtKoluu,  re6i)ectiDg  a  ekua  of  the  petitUMun  to 
certain  lauds  in  the  aid  Teirito^. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  <hl  the 
table. 

COMMERCE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  again  resolred  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  on  the  privileges  and  restrictions 
on  the  commerce  of  the  Unit^  States  in  foreign 
countries. 

Mr.  FosTSB  said :  Upon  the  first  statemeot  of 
the  propositions  which  have  been  so  long  nnder 
the  coasuleiation  of  the  Committee,  I  was  one  of 
the  indindoak  whohad  to  examine  the  subject  in 
the  Tarioos  lights  under  Trtiich  it  ought  to  he 
viewed,  in  order  to  form  an  opinion  upon  the  ne- 
nssity,  the  expediency,  and  the  {HreraUe  conse- 
quenc^  of  the  adoption  <^  the  svstem  which  the 
resolutions  contemplate.  I  have  listened  with  un- 
remitted attention  to  the  debates,  and  have  en- 
deavored that  a  single  observation  of  importance 
should  not  escape  unnoticed.  The  resolutions,  at 
first  view,  app^red  important.  On  a  critical  and 
attentive  examination,  they  do  not  appear  less  so. 
They  confessedly  involve  a  great  variety  of  inte- 
rests— interests  of  the  highest  magnitude— 4od,  if 
adopted,  will  essentially  alter  the  circumstances, 
the  views,  the  commercial  prospects,  and  the  civil 
policy  the  National  Government. 
^  The  candor  and  ingenuity  with  which  the  sub- 
'  jeet  has  beui  disoussed  have  g^ven  me  ^eat  satis- 
^  Hction.  The  argomoits  against  and  m  support 
the  resolutions  have  been  disfiJayed  in  a  maa- 
Ber  highly  gratiiying  to  an  inquiring  mind.  The 
VBiie^  of  views  in  whiih  the  subject  has  been 
exammed;  its  relative  eonnexitnt  with  our  a^i- 
cultoie,  our  manufactures,  and  the  whole  civil 
polity  of  ^e  United  States;  the  iufloeoce  which 
uie  system  would  have  upon  our  intercourse  with 
foreign  nations,  and  the  probable  effects  resulting 
to  them,  more  especially  to  France  and  Great 
Britain— have  afforded  much  information ;  and  I 
tm  happy  in  achnowled^Dg  my  obligations  to  the 
gentlemen  who  have,  with  so  much  ability  and 
jveeiston,  favored  as  wiUi  their  sentiments.  Much 
time,  Mr.  ChairmaiL  has  been  already  spent  in  the 
discusMon.  The  subject  is  momentous  and  re- 
qaired  it.  The  afiwmatiTe  and  the  n^ative  of 
UK  qaestioiB  have  hew  ably  advocated  and  aUy 
supported.  A  general  review  f£  the  aigimwiits 
may  not,  perhaps,  be  witboot  its  use 

In  snpoKff  t  of  the  resolatimis  it  has  been  urged— 

That  the  measures  of  the  tmdenoy  hereby  coo- 
tmnlated  have  been  long  expected  by  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States. 

That  the  regulatioa  of  our  commerce  was  the 
fcineiple  whirii  first  induced  the  formation  and 
establishment  of  our  {Hesent  Constitution. 

That  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions  will  pco- 
hably  axcite  a  cempetitioa  in  foreign  comitrie8,a8 
wdl  as  among  our  own  citizens,  opemting  to  pro- 
4iiee  supplies  of  such  articles  as  we  may  wish 
from  other  nations  than  those  who  now  furnish 
■f^  «kd  «6  an  encouragement  to  the  domestic  ma- 
jM&Btwe  of  tiM  8«n¥  vtioles. 
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That  they  will  tend  to  the  mcrease  of  our  n^ 

vigatioD,  enable  us  to  obtain  our  proper  share  at 
the  carrying  trade,  and  enjoy  those  benefits  and 
advantages  to  which,  from  our  relaitive  situatiim 
and  existing  circumstancesj  we  are  entided. 

That,  by  a  pursuit  of  this  system,  we  may  in- 
jure the  individuals,  particularly  the  manufactu- 
rers, and,  consequently,  the  Governments  of  Other 
countries,  and  make  our  enemies  feel  the  extoit 
of  our  power,  our  abilities  to  injure  them,  and 
thence  induce  a  proper  respect  for  our  rights  and 
interests  and  our  Government. 

That  the  probable  diminution  of  our  revetuies, 
froin|he  possible  diminution  of  our  import^  would, 
in  smw  mgree,  be  counterlNUanced  by  the  uereaie 
of  the  duties  contemplated  hy  the  resolutions. 

That  we  are  bound  to  obtain  reparation  for  the 
iiijustice  dmie  to  individuak  of  our  own  country 
by  regulations  cmttaveniag  the  Laws  of  Nations^ 
made  by  some  uf  the  belligerent  Powers }  or,  in 
default  of  obtaining  suehreparati<»i,we  are  bound 
to  compensate  the  damages  which  such  individiH 
als  have  sustained. 

That  provision  is  hereby  proposed  to  be  made 
for  raising  moneys  to  c(»npeiisat&  in  the  first  in^ 
stance,  the  individuals  thus  injured. 

That  leaving  our  trade  to  regulate  itself  u,  in 
fact,  leaving  it  to  be  regulated  by  foreign  nations. 

Iliat  jealousy  and  ilf  will  have  always  marked 
the  line  of  conduct  of  Great  Britain  toward  Ame- 
rica. Sh^  has  never  executed  the  Treaty  of  Peace; 
she  carried  avny  our  ne^froes;  she  detained  our 
Western  postsj  she  exeited  wid  eacoumges  the 
Indian  war;  she  has  let  loose  the  Al^rines;  she 
has  violated  our  neutrality,  and  committed  qioli»- 
tions  on  our  ships  at  sea. 

That  the  balance  of  pur  trade  with  Great  Ba- 
tain  is  now  much  against  us.  This  has  produced, 
on  Imr  part,  an  extensive  credit,  operatiiu  a»n 
grievance,  creating  a  foreign  influence,  vdiicn  per- 
vades the  merontile  and  trading  part  of  the  com- 
munity, may  extend  into  our  public  cooacUs,  and 
have  an  undue  effect  on  our  Government. 

That  we  have  all  the  necessaries  of  life  pro- 
duced in  our  own  country,  ui(^  consequently,  Mve 
^eater  advantages  in  establishing  such  r^uk^ 
tions,  beyond  wbAt  are  enjoyed  ^a  populous  and 
mani^acturine  nation. 

That,  shwuB  the  proposed  system  be  adopted, 
and  carried  into  efieet,  there  is  no  probability  or 
retaliation  on  the  paxt  of  Great  Britain.  l^onU 
^e  be  disposed,  she  cannot  efifost  it  If  the  Imoc 
require  self-danial,  we  can  onduie  the  evil  with 
the  greater  advantage,  end  may  aafdy  enleuhu* 
upon  a  complete  trinm^ 

That  Britain  is  now  ttt  war  against  Repnhlicaa 
principles,  and  our  commerce  enaUes  her  to  pn^ 
secute  that  wax. 

That  the  balance  of  our  trade  with  Frauoe  has 
always  been  in  our  &vor.  That  friendship  and 
disinterested  benevolence  have  ever  marked  her 
cmduct  towards  the  United  States. 

That  gratitude  to  the  French  n^ion  requireaos 
to  turn  Om  current  of  onr  trade  f^om  Bi^aia  to 
them. 

That  die  system  anntewplaiiwi  by  theae  leieliip 
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tiou  will  mdnee  France  to  confer  on  oi  addition- 
al Atofs. 

And-fiiiaUr,  that,  by  withholding  oar  commerce 
from  Great  Britain,  we  shall  aid  the  cause  of  the 
French,  who  are  at  war  a^nst  despotism,  strug- 
gling for  liberty  and  the  rights  of  freemen. 

In  opposition  to  the  resolations,  it  is  said— 

That,  though  measures  similar  to  those  now 
contemplated,  may  hare  been  heretofore  expected, 
a  necessity  for  their  adoption  does  not  now  exist. 

That  r^ftdatioiu  hare  already  been  made  which 
have  had  a  haj^  inflaenee  in  increasing  onr  com- 
merce, our  manuftctnreS]  and  our  aarigatton. 

That  our  commercial  adrantages,  onr  fisl^eries, 
our  seam^  and  our  ships,  have  been  progressiTe- 
ly  inerea«i4[  since  the  adoption  ot  our  present 
nappy  Constitution ;  that  their  numbers  and  {prowth 
are  still  incKaadng^  and  under  the  influence  of  the 
existing  systeoij  will  eontione  to  do  so  as  rapidly 
as  will  tw  beneficial  to  the  community. 

That^  although  additional  duties  on  foreign  ton- 
nage might  encourage  our  navigation,  yet  the  in- 
crease ought  to  be  made  with  caution.  A  very 
great  or  undue  proportion  of  American  cantu 
Being  vested  in  naTigation  would  be  hazardous, 
and,  m  case  of 'a  war,  the  loss  would  distress  us 
extremely. 

That  an  inereasment  of  our  flipping  berond 
what  is  necessary  for  our  importations,  would  be 
usurious.  The  surplus  necessarily  deducts  from 
m  eaiHtal  which  is  wanted  for  other  purposes,  aud 
may  be  more  benefieiaUr  im^Tored  in  the  increase 
of  our  manuAetares  and  agneulture.  An  excess 
of  zeal  to  promote  our  commerce  and  navigation 
is  more  dangerous  than  a  deficiency. 

That  it  is  the  interest  of  the  landholder  that  our 
trade  should  be  free,  and  -  that  foreign,  as  well  as 
domestic  vessels,  should  be  admitted  toourwharves, 
and  permitted  to  receive  our  prodnee  for  exporta- 
tion without  restraint. 

That,  should  additional  duties  be  imposed,  dis- 
crimination would  be  impolitic  and  unjust.  The 
conuneree  of  one  nation  oug^t  not  to  be  encou- 
Taged  to  the  detriment  of  another.  If  there  is  no 
fiiendship  in  trade,  it  does  not  fdlow  thtxe  must 
beemni^. 

Tha^  in  estnUiddng  a  commerdal  system,  and 
forming  a  decision  on  the  snfagect  now  under  the 
consideration  the  Committer  we  sfabuld  direst 
enrselres  ot  pditical  views.  We  ought  not  to 
suffer  our  resentments  to  influence  us.  The  feel- 
ings excited  by  the  consideration  of  the  Indian 
war,  the  depredaticms  of  the  Algerines,  or  thi  in- 
execution  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  hare  nothing  to 
do  with  a  subject  which  respects  the  regnlanon 
of  our  commerce  only.  To  obtain  redress  for  any 
political  injuries  we  may  hare  sustained,  recourse, 
m  the  first  iustance,  should  be  had  to  peaceable 
imotiations  which  woidd  probably  prore  effectual. 

That  the  object  of  the  present  resolutioDs  ap- 
pears to  be  a  commercial  waiftre,  which,  in  ul 
probability,  woidd  be  prodtsctite  of  one  ftr  more 
aerious. 

That  the  expediency  of  forming  any  commer- 
cial treaties  may  well  be  questioned.  They  ne- 
wesaarily  eennect  «b  in  the  ptdlties  of  Borope— a 


connexion  which  can  nerer  be  salutanr  fbr  Ane* 
rica.  But,  if  commercial  treaties  are  formed,  mo- 
tual  interest  should  be  etmsidered  as  the  faadt- 
mental  principle. 

That  the  resolutions  before  us  ccmtain  only  u 
affectation  of  aiding  our  uarigatiou,  commerce, 
and  manufactures.  They  vrill,  in  fact,  prove  de- 
trimental to  each  of  them,  by  produciii{  a  tempo- 
rary stagnation,  at  least,  of  the  one,  and  unaroiai- 
ble  embarassmeots  upon  the  other. 

That  high  duties,  by  augmeutiog  the  prices  of 
snch  gopds  as  might  he  imported,  would  odIjt  ope- 
rate as  taxes  and  burdens  against  our  own  citizou, 
who  are  the  emsumers ;  at  the  same  time,  aDswe^ 
log  no  valuable  purposes  to  us  with  the  Goren- 
ment  of  Qreat  Britam,  against  which  diey  are  pn- 
fessedly  pointed,  nor  offering  any  particulir  en- 
eoaragement  to  our  own  manufactures. 

That  the  goodness  of  a  market  is  to  be  dete^ 
mined  by  the  relative  proportion  of  the  deames 
or  cheapness  of  the  articles  sold  or  purchased:  ta< 
that,  on  a  comparatire  view,  the  commercial 
tem  of  Great  Britain  is  more  favorable  to  us  dnn 
that  of  any  otherforeign  nation.  With  respectto 
onr  exports,  she  is,  and  ever  has  been,  a  better  co*- 
tomer  than  France^  in  the  ratio  of  two  to  one. 

That  the  restrictions  complained  of  were  in  ex- 
istoice  previous  to  our  becoming  an  independeM 
nation.  They  are,  in  Act,  a  part  of  her  Cdoniu 
estaUtshment,  and  still  operate  only  as  they  T^ 
spect  her  Coloniid  dependencies. 

That  the  industry  of  our  citizens  has  been.  uM 
is  nourisbedj  by  the  aid  of  a  foreign  capital,  for 
which  credit  is  an  excellent  substitute.  So  fu 
from  being  injurious,  it  is  highly  beneficial,  snd, 
in  the  pre!)ent  situation  of  our  country,  has  a 
py  effect  in  the  promotion  of  ship-buuding,  mane- 
lactures,  and  agriculture.  Admitting  it  W  so 
evil,  it  is  merely  a  municipal  regulation,  and  alto- 
gether beyond  the  control  of  Congress. 

That  Great  Britain  is  able  to  suf^T  n» 
such  articles  as  we  want,  in  great  aban^ttee,ud 
on  beuer  terms  than  any  other  nation.  She  hsi 
it  in  her  power,  and  is  willing  to  give  us  credit 
The  French  cannot  or  will  not  do  it. 

That  the  influenee  of  British  credit  on  oar  ff» 
lie  councils  is  ehimerinl.  The  ftlsitr  of  them* 
is  apparent  by  the  part  taken  imd  so  aUy  suppn^ 
ed  by  the  rMpectaUe  g«tlem«t  who  repr«j*|» 
part  of  the  United  States  whieh  has  received  tftc 
most  extensive  credit. 

That,  should  we  be  deprived  of  this  adruiian 
merchants  of  great  capitals  onljr  could  trade.  A 
monopoly  by  the  wealthy  would  increase  tbepnw 
of  the  arttcles  c<nisumed,  and  the  ^'""I"^'''^ 
industry  of  young  men,  who  have  need  citeo, 
would  be  cheeked  and  discouraged.  . 

That  the  faith  of  the  United  Sutes  has  beei 
heretofore  j^edged,  appropriating  the  mflaey 
raised  by  certain  existing  duties  to  the  dwwiwr 
ing  of  public  ddit.  A  srstem,  like  the  one  po- 
pc»ed,  tending  to  the  diimnntion  of  the  amooatj' 
those  duties,  would  be  a  breach  of  ftith,  disgias^ 
fhl  as  well  as  n^instiflable. 

That  the  condoct  of  France,  as  n^«^ 
commerce,  our  navigation,  aad  oar  fisheries,  b» 
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nuSana^  eridawwd  a  MlArii  ;  and  that  we 
have  BO  pririlegM  to  bout  of  in  cmteqiieiiee  of 
our  pntemt  czmng  eommeieuU  treaty-  with  that 
iiati<». 

This,  Hr.  ChainnaiL  it  a  sammary  view  o{  the 
pciDcipal  arguments  which  hare  been  addtwed  on 
tbe  oDe  aide  and  <m  the  odm  of  the  importwit 
qoestioD  before  the  CMunittee  Biany  inoenioui 
ealeulatimis,  obserratiMS,  eomparison.H,  ana  doen- 
mcttte,  fraught  with  information,  and  tendiiu  to 
elucidate  tM  snbjeet,  have  been  offered.   I  Hare 
listened  with  attenticm  to  the  v/htAe  of  them,  and, 
on  a  careful  reriew,  it  appears  to  me  that  uiis  is 
not  the  proper  time  for  ns  to  introduce  very  essen- 
tial alterattoBs  in  omr  commercial  vfstem ;  that, 
be  our  wishes  what  they  may  respecting  the  issae 
of  the  presmt  war  in  Buropef  neither  duty  nca  good 
policy  will  permit  as  to  become  parties— -the  strict 
poBOiples  of  neutrality  ought  to  influence  our 
ccaufaiets  that  the  measucs  {nv^osed  would  hare 
a  rery  bad  tendency  {  diat  they  would  iwoduce 
gNftt  inconTenienee  to  ourrerenoes ;  a  temporary 
stagnation  to  our  commerce ;  a  future  angmenta- 
tioB  of  the  shackles  under  whiiA  it  now  labors ; 
de|MriTe  our  fellow-citiaeos  of  e^ioymenta  which 
they  hare  a  right  to  possess ;  turn  industry  from 
its  natural  clutnncl ;  induoe  a  necessity  of  land 
taxes  for  the  exigencies  and  support  of  GhjTem- 
ment ;  prore  injurious  to  pubUc  credit ;  be  ruinous 
to  oar  agricttltnre,  and,  in  the  present  crisis^  might 
preeifHtate  us  into  a  war— eriu  which  juatiee,  hu- 
naaity,  true  principles  of  patriotism,  the  duties  of 
monlity  and  the  best  interests  of  our  country,  re- 
quire us  to  deprecate,  and,  if  possible,  aroid. 

I  have  endearoted  to  exanune  and  crauider  the 
subject  with  candor.  I  hare  formed  my  opinion 
upoa  serious  ddiberatiim,  and  foel  an  impression 
01'  duty,  iriken  the  qoestiok  shall  be  taken,  to  rote 
anuiBt  the  propositions. 
Thit  Cwuainee  now  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 


MomuT,  Fehraary  8. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Pearsall  and  Elijah  Pell, 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  was  presented  to  the 
Honse  and  read,  praying  that  an  additional  duty 
may  be  imposed  oa  the  importation  of  house  at 
hud-bellows,  or  such  encouragement  given  to  the 
mannfheture  of  the  said  article  in  the  United 
States,  as  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall  seem 
meet. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition,  together  with 
the  petitions  of  tiie  manufacturers  of  paint  in  the 
towns  of  Baltimore  and  Alexandria,  and  of  the 
dealers  in  oil  and  painters'  colors,  which  lay  on 
the  table,  be  referred  to  Mr.  WattSj  Mr.  Coit, 
lad  hir.  HiNOHAN ;  that  they  do  ezamme  the  mat- 
ter thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Rejmrt 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition 

Wmtbrop  Sargent ;  which  was  read,  and  order- 
ed to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Hbatb,  Mr.  FoersB,  and 
Mr.  MoRTOOWRT  i  that  they  do  examine  the  mat- 


ter thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  iqwnian 
thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  HovBeresDlTediCsdfiBtDaOommitteeof 
the  Wh(de  Honse  on  Ike  bill  pfOTidiagfor  the  be- 
lief of  such  of  the  inhaUtaats  of  Saint  Domingou 
resident  within  the  United  States,  as  may  be  foBnd 
in  want  of  smnKHt }  and, 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  engfosMd,  and 
read  the  thud  time  to-morrow. 

COMMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  again  resolred  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whote  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  on  the  privileges  and  restrictions 
on  the  commerce  of  the  UnitM  States  in  fweign 
countries:  When 

Mr.  Swift  moved,  that  the  first  of  the  resolu- 
tiona,  which  was  then  before  the  CDdunittee,slunild 
be  struck  out. 

Mr.  NicHOLAB  said,  that  the  gentleman  who  had 
moTed  the  resolution,  and  several  other  member^ 
were  not  present^  aud  he  hoped  for  a  dday,  were 
it  only  of  ten  or  fifteen  minutes. 

Mr.  Datton  said,  that  it  was  the  business  of 
members  to  attend  m  their  places,  and  if  they  dUI 
not  choose  to  do  so,  tiie  House  Were  not  to  wail 
for  them. 

Mr.  Giles  was  of  opinion,  that,  from  motives  of 
delicacy,  the  Committee  should  grant  a  short  dehty . 
He^  therefore,  moved  that  the  ^lestifm  should  m 
deferred. 

Mr.  FoBBBST  considered  that  it  would  be  un&ir 
and  uneandid  to  take  the  question  in  the  absence  of 
the  gendeman  who  propoie^  the  resolutions.  Ife, 
himself,  if  he  stood  in  the  j^ce  of  that  gentleman, 
must  feel  extremely  hurt  at  such  a  thing  being 
done  to  him ;  and  he  would  not  use  any  gentleman 
so,  because  he  would  not  wish  to  be  used  so  him- 

Mr.  Smilie,  in  all  the  public  assemUies  where 
he  had  ever  been,  had  never  been  witness  to 
any  attempt  tike  the  present  of  taking  the  advan- 
tage of  the  absence  ma  gentleman  to  carry  a  ques- 
tion aniinst  him. 

Mr.  Uaytom  replied,  that  he  disdained  any  idea 
of  this  sort,  and  he  did  not  care  whether  the 
genttemen  <m  tiie  opposite  side  were  to  defer  the 
question  for  a  day,  a  wedc,  or  a  month.  He  was 
willing  to  postpone  it  as  long  as  they  pleased.  But 
he  thou^t  it  a  bad  precedent,  that  any  member, 
by  choosing  to  absent  himself,  should  stop  the 
business  of  the  House. 

Mr.  FiTZBiMONB  wished  that  the  question  might 
never  be  taken  at  alL 

Mr.  Dexter  woke  a  few  words  to  the  same 
purpose.  He  did  not  think  that  the  resolution 
had  any  meaning,  at  least  he  could  not  discover  it{ 
and,  therefore,  he  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to 
take  any  question  upon  the  matter. 

Mr.  Clabk  said,  that  this  was  the  thirteenth 
day  which  this  question  had  been  debated.  The 

Sentleman  who  was  op  last  had,  upon  one  of  these 
ays,  engrossed  the  time  of  the  House  for  more 
than  an  hour,  and  after  having  opposed  the  mean- 
ing of  the  resolution  at  aneh  great  Cength,  ha  at  last 
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mdc  this  ■wmaAabd  diwoTerjr,  that  it  uwut 

BOthinffl 

Mr.  BoDDiNOT  widied  the  Committee  to  rite. 

Mr.  W.  SjnTH  raarded  tke  precedent  as  »  dan- 
gerous oM.  The  aoMoee  might  be  iatentionaL 
Pn^u  the  geatlennai  now  absent  would  Uke- 
vitt  be  absent  to-morrow,  althongifa  the  qaestion 
akoold  be  deferred. 

Mr.  Shilib  expressed  hinuclf  much  hurt,  that 
the  member  fMr.  Madisox]  should  be  so  treated 
in  his  absenee.  It  wes  a  sort  of  usage  that  could 
not  be  iorgiven.  He  reiwobated  the  inainnation 
of  the  genueman  having  fied  the  question. 

Mr.  Wadbwobth  was  sorry  that  the  gentleman 
who  spoke  last  should  hare  been  angry  at  the  hint 
of  members  flying  the  question.  It  was  certainly 
true  that  such  things  had  frequently  happened ; 
and,  therefore,  it  could  be  no  harm  to  say  so.  There 
had  been  members  on  that  floor  who  had  fled  the 

nition.  More,  than  one,  two,  or  three  members 
done  so.  There  will  be  such  characters  in  all 
ages  and  in  all  cotratries.  A  majority  of  the  As- 
mniAy  of  Pennsyhrania  faad  once  ran  away  from 
a  qaestion.  There  were  members  who  nerer 
tom&  be  brought  to  give  a  vote  on  a  question  of 
war.  Congress  had  been  sometimes  forced  to  stop 
bosiness  for  want  of  q  quorum,  on  account  of  mem- 
bers flying  a  question.  For  himself  he  looked 
upon  it  as  a  rery  bad  precedent  for  me  House  to 
defer  business  on  account  of  the  absence  of  any 
member.  He  understood  that  he  was  this  day  to 
gire  his  vote  in  a  minority.  He  was  against  the 
resotntions  for  manjr  reasons,  with  which  he  was 
acquainted  before  tlus  debate  began ;  and  he  was 
likewise  against  them  for  many  reasons  which  be 
nerer  heard  tilPafter  the  debate  began.  I  know  a 
member,  said  Mr.  W.  smiling,  who  is  to  give  his 
rote  against  the  resolutions,  and  who  goes  mto  the 
country  this  night.  If  the  questicm  is  deferred 
this  day,  for  the  absence  of  one  member,  I  shall 
try  to  get  it  put  off  to-morrow  for  the  ab^nce  of 
Ais  other  member ;  and  so  I  shall  always  be  for 
putting  it  off  till  I  can  turn  my  minority  into  a  ma- 
Jori*. 

t/u.  FiNOLEY  rose  in  reply  to  what  had  dropped 
from  Mr.  W.  aibout  the  majority  of  the  Assembly 
of  Pennsylrania  running  away  from  the  question. 
[It  was  objected,  that  he  was  not  in  order,  as  he 
was  not  speaking  to  the  question  before  the  Itouse.] 
Mr.  F.  replied  that  he  was  in  order,  as  he  was 
abont  to  explain  the  nature  of  some  facts  which 
the  goitleman  had  asserted.  That  if  that  gentle- 
man was  permitted  to  assert  those  things,  he  had 
a  right  to  explain  them,  and  appealed  to  toe  Chair- 
man, who,  as  well  as  many  oi  the  members,  ac- 
knowledgeA  his  right,  and  bid  him  go  on. 

Mr.  EV  said,  that  ne  doubted  it  the  members 
bad  all  as  high  a  sense  honor,  in  standing  their 
ground  upon  a  qaestion,  as  his  colleague  [Mr. 
Suilie]  had  suggested,  thou^  he  acknowledged 
they  ought  to  hare  it.  He  alleged,  that  memters 
thus  absenting  themsetres,  was  not  peculiar  to 
Pennsylrania.  That  in  the  AssemUy  of  that  and 
other  States,  and  eren  in  Congres^  members  had 
sometimes  withdrawn  from  (j^uestions  respectiuj 
war,  npmi  the  account  tk  religious  scruples,  ani 


had  notion  that  account,  been  cenmred.  If  if 
WT<Hig,  It  arose  from  the  reU^oa  they  proftaaed. 
He  expressed  his  snrjirise  at  the  gemlHoaaf^  as- 
sertiouj  that  the  majority  of  the  AssemUy  (tfPe—- 
sylruiialudonocnimawByfromaquesuon.  That 
it  must  hare  been  a  rerynM^ish  majority,  indaed, 
to  nm  away  from  a  question,  wfaieh.  by  stayii^Ej 
they  could  hare  carried  as  they  pleased.  He  aap- 
poKd,  howerer,  that  the  gentleman  was  mistakta- 
abont  the  minority,  and  rimer  intended  a  ciieu» 
stance  peculiar  to  the  late  ConstitotioB  of  P«a»- 
sylrania.  By  that  Censtitution,  the  Legislatare, 
consisting  ot  but  odc  Inanch,  two-thirls  of  the 
members  were  necessary  te  make  aquomm.  Tfaas, 
and  the  (ligation  to  publish  basiness  of  a  public 
nature,  from  one  session  to  aa^thor,  were  designed 
as  checks  to  prevent  party  resohuions.  lo  the 
early  period  of  that  Legisbtuve,  so  many  at  the 
members  as  reduced  the  House  beiow  a  quonm, 
frequendy  withdrew,  to  pemt  hasty  measurea. 
On  one  oocaaion  they  withdrew  to  pKToit  a  law 
&OBI  Daaung,  without  being  constitntionally  pab- 
liibea  fweonaidentioB.  TOe4oors  being  attempt- 
ed ta  be  foreiUy  drat,  occasioned  the  tSais  to  mue 
some  noise.  Perfaapa  it  was  to  tiiis  the  gnittenian 
allnded,  but  it  was  not  a  mvority  that  witlulrcw. 
He  said,  that  he  admitted  taat  m  most  oases  t^ 
absence  of  members  was  a  bad  argument  tot  de- 
laying business,  nor  was  it  aekaowledgad  by 
the  mes  of  the  House,  but  he  tkoogbt  that  a  nipurd 
to  decency  and  propriety  was  always  a  rule.  The 
presou  qaestion  had  been  debated  for  twelre  or 
thirteen  days  in  the  space  of  about  thipee  wedca. 
The  qaestion  had  often  been  called  for,  bat  when 
any  gentleman  8U|^||ested  that  there  was  anything 
fturtner  to  be  offered,  the  questioB  was  delayM 
without  opposititm.  That  Wore  the  Heose  ad- 
journed on  Friday  last,  the  qnestion  amwarcd  ripe 
for  decision,  but  a  member  who  had  beoi  bmmi 
engaced  in  the  debates,  soggested  that  aMCker 
memoer  wished  to  be  heard,  and  the  question  was 
deUyed.  That  on  Saturday  it  was  expected  that 
many  members  would  go  out  of  town  who  would 
not  be  returned  so  early  this  morning.  Thou^ 
he  acknowledged  the  right  of  the  House  to  tw 
the  question  at  any  time,  yet  he  wi^ed  for  a  de- 
cent exercise  of  that  right.  Though  he  thought 
the  member  had  a  right  to  change  nis  mind  and 
decline  speaking  if  he  thought  proper,  yet  he  could 
not  approve  of  first  delaying  the  question  at  the 
request  that  the  members  might  be  heard,  and  de- 
clining to  speak  in  order  to  faror  a  surprise. 
Though  the  House  might  decide  any  time,  it 
ou^ht  not  to  prefer  the  m(»t  improper  time  that 
of^red  during  the  whole  discussion.  He  said  the 
Assembly  or  Pennsylvania,  to  which  such  £ree 
allnaions  had  been  made,  thought  it  indecent  to 
take  an  important  qaestion  on  Monday  m«ming, 
knowing  that  sereial  members  baring  left  town 
on  Saturday  night,  had  not  returned.  To  pUnish  ab- 
sent members  in  this  way  was  a  poor  argument. 
It  was  not  the  members  that  were  punbhed,  bat 
the  constituents.  He  said  he  did  not  know  which 
side  of  the  House  had  most  members  absent ;  be 
only  wished  a  iair  and  full  decision. 
Mr.  Clabk  obserred,  in  answer  to  the  gentle- 
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mMM.  that  if  thejr  aat  mwh  kmger  on  this  question 
he  should  hare,  no  feeling  at  all ;  for  he  believei 
they  would  all  be  petrifi^.  He  was  for  putting 
the  rote  inuuediateiy,  that  they  mi^ht  not  be  en- 
tangled in  another  debate  of  six  days,  to  prerre  that 
the  resolution  meant  nothing. 

Mr.  GiUBB  rose  and  witiu&ew  his  motim.  - 

Mr.  Madman  had  now  come  in.  In  answer  to 
iriiat  had  be»  objected  against  the  geamility  oif 
hie  resolution,  he  said  that  there  were  numerous 
precedents  of  that  sort  upon  the  Journals. 

Mr.  Amds  rejdied  to  Hr.  Madison. 

Mr.  FiTSsiMOHB  said,  that  he  would  rote  against 
the  first  resolution ;  but  some  of  the  subsrauent 
(Hwa  he  approred.  They  liad  lost  three  weeks  in 
defatttinR  upon  the  UMtaphysics  of  coramaee.  Let 
the  resolutions  be  taken  one  by  one.  He  hoped 
that  the  House  would  do  sMnething  for  the  manu- 
ftetares  of  the  country.  He  was  convinced  ^t 
something  might  be  done. 

Mr.  Giua  said,  that  he  would  rote  fat  the  first 
■esoltttionj  but  Jbr  some  of  tboae  n^ich  wait  after 
it  he  would  not  rote. 

lAr.  Mam0OM  spoke  as  follows :  I  owe  many 
^otogiei  to  this  House  rising  so  ofiEen,  but 
amee  I  rise  only  tot  explaaation,  ihoft  I  shaU  be 
ftigiTCn.  I  iatentiMiaUv  made  the  first  resohif 
tion  as  ragne  as  it  island  not  more  aa  iKgarded 
this  generality  of  ezpressioa  as  necessary. 

Mr.  Hum  wanted  the  question  tal»n,  theMn> 
demem  against  the  iwrfvtion  were  goiag  or  the 
questiott  m  a  ludioous  mamier. 

Mr.  Dattom  was  agaiast  die  resolntion.  The 
erasion  was  on  the  opposite  nde.  The  gentlemen 
for  the  resolutioBs  were  like  some  kius  of  am-r 
pbihious  aoimaU  If  you  attack  them  on  the  land 
they  fly  into  the  water;  if  you  attack  than  by 
water  they  fly  to  lead.  As  to  the  resolutions,  he 
o^MCted  nothing  but  mischief  frem  th^.  The 
people  of  the  Umted  Stales  would  set  up  mana&or 
mrea.  The  restrictions  would  mamOy  be  taken 
flC  British  manufiactiuw  would  po«r  in  egain. 
And  those  who  had  act  np  American  mantimeto- 
aes  wonlcl  be  reduced  to  beggary.  The  House 
vovid  act  in  this  case  as  the  Bntidi  Houaa 
CommoBS  once  HA.  Thej  voted,  ''that  ^e  in> 
iacBee  <tf  the  Crown  had  mcreased,  was  inereas* 
ii^  mad  ought  to  be  diminished.''  Bat  they  had 
nerer  aeted^up  to  this  resolotioM,  or  dtme  aaything 
i^Km  ii.  In  the  same  way,  the  gentlemen  who 
rote  for  the  jpeaoit  resolutionB  will  disa^«e  to 
those  that  come  after  it.  The  bttscnees  womd  end 
in  nothing,  and  thus  the  House,  by  hsri^  adopt, 
sd  the  first  rfesehition,  'woold  nrnkc  theinselTes 
lidiculoua. 

Biv.  Ahbb  said,  the  resolntioo  was  matter  of 
akocmshme,  inetuding  ercrythang,  and  conoluding 
aething.  Now  we  are  told  by  the  morer  that  the 
fiist  resolation  pieced  us  to  nothing.  Therefore, 
*e  ahall  hare  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Mr.  Hbath  obserred,  that  if  he  had  entertained 
aajr  donbte  as  te  the  propriety  of  the  resdatjom^ 
tboae  doubts  would  be  now  remored     the  Myle 

sabterfbge  adopted  in  the  present  derate  by  the 
Aembers  against  them. 

Hm  Ux.  DaTTOK,  Bft.  Aans,  and  Mr.  W. 


Smith,  rose  together.  Mr.  Smith  was  heard.  He 
said  that  they  nad  not  been  debating  at  all  about 
the  first  resolution,  but  about  the  second  resolu- 
tion, ever  since  the  discussion  b^rao.  Mr.  S.  moved 
an  amendment  to  the  first  rescuution,  which  was 
that  instead  of  the  words  "  certain  cases,"  be  sead 
"  the  following  cases."  He  said  that  ttus  anuvdr 
meut  was  necessary  to  make  the  resolution  intdli- 
gible. 

Mr.  Venablb  said,  it  was  in  vain  to  deny,  there 
was  a  subterfuge  and  a  spirit  of  quibbling  unworthy 
of  Congress  in  these  proceedings.  A  gentleman, 
[Mr.  Smith,]  had  ^ust  now  told  us  that  the  first 
resolution  was  unmtelUgihle,  and  yet  this  very 
member  had  taken  up  two  days  on  this  very  reso- 
lution^ and  now  he  rose  to  tell  us  that  it  had  no 
meaning,  and  that  he  did  not  understand  iu  Mr.  V. 
had  listened  with  great  attention  to  all  that  had 
been  said,  and  thought  it  evident,  that  a  ^it  of 
quibbling  and  of  subterfuge  had  got  into  the  opia- 
lon  of  the  resolutions. 

This  charge  was  retorted  from  the  gentleoMB 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  Ftx  which  Mr. 
Nicholas  said  there  was  no  ground.  AstoUendr 
ing  political  ud  commercial  speeulatiosts,  for 
which  the  frirads  of  the  resolution  had  been  blamed, 
Uiere  was  nothing  on&ir.  In  the  very  beginning 
of  the  debate,  it  had  been  stated,  that  they  were  a 
substitute  for  military  preparations. 

Mr.  FiTzsiHOin  hoped  the  amendment  would 
be  withdrawn.  U  would  sound  strangely  to  the 
world,  and  j^ce  them  all  ti^ether  in  a  singular 
light,  if,  when  ther  liad  debated  so  long  on  a  reso- 
lution, they  should  at  this  time  be  nmPirHi^ 
a  way  as  if  they  had  not  understood  the  meaumg 
of  it.  Mr.  Smith  withdrew  his  motion  accord 
ingly. 

Mr.  GiLBB  did  not  wish  to  delay  a  vote.  He 
had  been  both  amused  and  astonished  with  the 
tone  of  distiiKtion  adopted  by  the  gentlemen  op- 
posed to  the  resolatifmB.  PoUtioal  questicms  were 
the  genns^  which  cmnmweial  qnestioiu  i^eie  a 
species.  There  was  nothing  un&ir  in  cmueetbig 
iraat  it  was  imposuUe  to  separate.  A  wfvii  « 

SoiU^ing  had  this  day  got  into  the  House.  Th« 
ebate  Imd  mken  a  new  tttni,  and  a  turn  in  which 
he  was  very  unwilling  to  appear. 

The  questicra  beii^  loudly  called  for,  it  was 
and  carried,  51  rotes  to  46.   The  Cunnuttee  thw 
rose,  and  had  leave  to  aU  again. 

"^asnAT,  Fdffoary  4. 

An  engrossed  bill,  providing  for  riie  relief  of 
such  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Domingo,  resideot 
within  the  United  States,  as  mxf  be  fouiul  in  want 
of  support,  was  rmd  the  Uiird  time,  and  passed. 

COMMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
The  Hoose  wain  resolved  itself  into  a  Coi»- 
mittee  the  Whole  House,  on  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  ef  State,  on  the  pcrrileges  and  restrict 
tioos  on  the  commerce  ut  the  XTniled  State*  in 
foreign  countries. 

Mr.  Ni<noLA8  desired  to  exetnde  by  name 
Poweis  except  Britain,  ftom  the  ^iect  of  the  fint 
raolvtMHi* 
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Commerce  of  the  Vnited  Statee. 


[Some  gentlemrn  it  would  be  much  more 
manly  to  name  Britain  at  once.] 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  that  he  had  no  objection  to 
naming  Britain. 

Mr.  Madison  obserred,  that  he  bad  at  first 
ftTOided  the  particular  mention  of  Britain,  because 
he  had  been  soUeitous  to  condaet  the  biisineM  in 
u  oItiI  a  war  as  iioasible.  It  was  no  concern  to 
him  whether  Britain  was  speculljr  mentioned  or 
not.  Her  Statute  Book  had  affi»ded  many  ex- 
amples of  that  kind  of  style. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  was  at  a  loss  to  know  what  re- 
cent injury  Britam  had  committed,  which  could 
justify  this  proceeding.  In  point  of  Justice.  Spain 
ou^t  to  be  put  on  tne  same  footing.  She  had 
laid  restrictions  on  American  shipping,  that  she 
did  not  impoM  upon  those  of  any  other  nation. 

Mr.  Nicholas  answered,  that  the  case  did  not 
apply  to  Spain;  we  enjoy  a  trade  with  her  that  is 
highly  beneficial  to  the  Uoited  States;  nor  have 
we  any  means  of  compelling  her  to  alter  her 
eondnct. 

Mr.BooDiMOTstron^y  recommended  that  Spain, 
and  the  Imperial  ports,  should  be  comprehended  in 
tike  lestrieuona.  He  ud  been  against  the  original 
molvtioii;  bnl  since  the  measure  was  going  for- 
ward, he  wished  that  it  might  be  conducted  with 
propriety,  uid  on  principles  as  reasonable  and  equi- 
table as  could  be  adopted. 

Blr.  Madison  obserred,  that  Britain  had  issued 
a  Proclamation  respecting  the  stoppage  o(  the  ves- 
sels of  neutral  nations;  of  these  there  were  but 
three— DenmarL  Sweden,  and  the  United  States. 
The  two  former  had  been  expressly  exce^ed  from 
tiie  consequences  of  these  restrictions.  l4ie  Pro- 
clamation was,  in  itself,  a  breach  of  the  law  of 
nations. 

Mr.  Ames  was  of  opinicm  that  it  would  be  wiser 
to  accept  (tf  excuses  for  injuries,  than  fight  battles 
to  avenge  them.  He  likewise  insisted  that  a  train 
of  negotiatiott  had  been  entered  into  respeeiii^  the 
gricvanees  of  America,  and  that  it  would  be  pro- 
per  to  wait  the  eoBcloBion  of  it 

Mr.  Madiboh  considered  the  eimdnet  of  Britain 
as  extremely  atrocious.  He  nad  Mnne  extracts 
from  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  I^nckney 
and  the  American  (Soremment.  In  these,  the 
behaviour  <^  Britain  was  represented  as  very  ar- 
hib«ry  and  tyrannical;  and  it  was  stronglv  stated, 
that  there  was  not  the  least  chance  of  obtaining 
redress  from  the  Court  of  London,  for  the  vio- 
loices  committed  on  the  American  flag. 

Mr.  Datton  read  some  other  passaces  from  the 
same  correspondence,  and  from  these  ne  drew  in- 
ferences of  an  opposite  tendency. 

Mr.  Giles  read  a  passage  from  one  ot  the  let- 
ters of  Mr.  Pinekney,  wherein  that  gentleman  re- 
commended eommerdal  resfWctions,  as  the  iafest 
way  of  ofatainiw  satisfiietion  from  Britain  for  all 
Ike  wrongs  of  Anwriea,  mioe  Aen  wa»  tut  the 
emalie^  probability  oUaming  redrem  m  any 
dtiher  ip^:  Mr.  P.  aptteetd  his  extreme  aversion 
to  war,  and  therefore  he  suggested  this  method  of 
retaliation,  as  a  sore  mode  m  distressing  Britain, 
withont  the  expense  and  dancer  oi  aetnu  hostili- 
ties. Mr.  O.  asked  how,  in  ue  name  (NT  common 


sense,  gentiemen,  aflter  pemsing  such  letters  from 
Mr.  Pinekney,  could  stand  up,  and.  pretend  to  ny, 
thiU  they  had  the  emaUeM  eavectatUm  of  obtain- 
ing jumcejrom  Britain?  HeWl  been  ast(Hiishe4 
at  the  language  that  he  had  beard  in  that  House. 
Members  naa  not  scmided  to  say,  that  the  men 
exercise  of  our  political  rights,  aa  an  indepesdeot 
GovCTnment,  was  equivalent  to  a  Deelamtion  of 
War  against  Britain.  Why  do  we  prctead  tocsH 
ourselves  a  free  or  independoit  People)  It  woaU 
be  much  better,  honesuy  and  at  tmce,  to  decbic 
ourselves  Colomea  subject  to  Brttaint  The  kih 
guage  held  upon  this  topic  was  an  insult  upm  tiie 
common  sense  of  every  Ameriean.  We  woe  ea- 
titled  to  exercise  our  own  rights  in  our  own  my. 
He  would  rather  haxard  a  war,  than  give  np  diit 
right. 

Mr.  Wadbwobtr  was  convinced,  that  ^wia 
and  Portugal  deserved  to  be  comprehended  onder 
the  commercial  restrictions  as  much  as  Britain, 
since  they  behaved  as  badly.  Portugal,  in  parti- 
cular, had  acted  with  superlative  basoiesB,  f«  she 
did  not,  as  in  good  faith  she  was  bound,  mm  m 
beforehand  of  the  approach  of  the  Algeriiie  PeiM' 
It  was  troe  that  the  newspapers  had  teemed  wA 
preposteroos  waise  of  her  generosity,  bat  this  mi 
altogether  a  mree;  because  the  papere  h^m  Oe 
Awse,  lehichoouki  ml  be  printed,  proved  ike  ceitr^ 
trary.  It  was  strangely  said,  tnat  Britain  bid 
made  the  Peace  for  Portugal  without  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Court  of  Lisbon — a  circumstance  qniu 
incredible.  Mr.  W.  asserted  the  conduct  cS  Spiii 
to  be  as  mischievous  as  it  possibty  could  be.  The 
same  remark  applied  to  France,  where  tbe  Cap- 
tains of  American  vessels  had  been  fined  for  at- 
tempting to  obtain  redress  in  a  Court  of  Josiiee, 
against  uie  captors  of  their  ships.  Nor  did  it 
ceed  from  any  want  of  provisions,  that  they  oii 
seized  cargoes  of  that  kind.  They  had  oyealy 
locked  tbrai  up  in  watehousea  for  many  moatb^ 
and  at  die  sane  tiine  rcAuiag  to  give  the  Ctptaios 

of  the  vesseb  any  satiAc&ini.  I  really  do  not 
know  (said  Blr.  W.)  anybody,,  within  whose  nacb 
we  come,  that  does  not  despoil  os.  As  to  the  I«* 
of  Nations,  I  leave  that  to  gentlemen  of  tbe  law— 
they  may  manage  it;  bat  ne  found  it  to  be  verj 
uncertain.  He  was  sore  thiU  all  the  world  did  n 
all  the  ham  that  was  in  ^eir  power;  and  he  was 
not  certain  but  what  an  open  rupture  with  us  wiU 
be  acceptaUe  to  some  of  the  nations  of  Bunfc- 
With  regard  to  Spain,  such  a  hostile  dispositioa 
cannot  be  surprtaing,  since  evor  American  nem- 
paper  that  ire  can  \oA  into  is  uill  of  project  |" 
driving  them  out  of  the  American  Continent  Be 
said  tut  immense  property  depended  on  the  dC' 
cisiim  of  this  day;  he  believed  tha«  never  was  ■ 
greater  at  stake,  in  any  question  which  tod  eva 
come  before  an  American  Congress.  He  rsfertM 
to  the  lawsuits  at  present  depending  befbte  the 
British  Courts  of  Admirahy  few  the  leeofery  « 
American  property  seized  by  the  British  pin*e>> 
He  was  convinced  that,  if  the  present  amendman 
passed,  the  merchants  of  this  country  never  woiw 
recover  a  ftrthing  before  the  Briti^  '""^CLj 
the  immense  sums  for  which  they  had  lodge" 
«^Wim«^  which  woolid  .be  their  niin.  l%eie  w 
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one  effiBctvUeh  Ihe  iesoftaciims  mnld  |ffodiMe, 
ud  that  to  drire  preat  put  of  vnx  afaippmg 
oat  of  emptoyme^  T&ts  he  did  not  eouider  as 
a  misfortaoe,  for  there  was  a  much  ffre«ut  pro- 
pnrtitn  k£  me  mweantUe  capital  America  en- 
gaged in  that  faoriaeia  than  eoidd  be  for  the  ad* 
Taatage  of  the  eotmirjr. 

Mr.  NioHoua,  in  reply  to  an  an;t]meDt  ecm- 
atantly  urged  by  the  ffenuemen  on  the  other  side 
i/t  the  questioii,  said,  tnat  it  was  qoite  needless  to 
speak  of  waiting  for  the  resalt  of  an  applieation 
to  Britain.  A  thing  has  happened  that  puts  all 
Desotiation  out  of  the  qnestion.  A  man  owes  von 
a  dollar,  you  ask  pajrmeat,  and  he  robs  you  of  an 
hundred.  The  anur  the  Algerines  puts  an  end 
to  negotiation.  The  case  was  so  bad,  that  after 
it,  no  man  coold  hope  fas  amicable  redress  from 
Britain,  or  that  a£ter  such  baseness  she  woold  em 
gire  Qsjnstice.  With  r^;ard  to  Spaiuj  tiiere were 
two  good  reaiou  wh^  we  Aould  not  wuh  to  offend 
ha.  In  the  first  place,  the  United  States  gained 
li^elr  by  her  trade;  and,  in  die  next,  she  was 
enUrdy  out  of  our  power.  As  to  Britain,  she 
waa  w^in  onr  reaeh;  and  he  was  solicitous  to 
eze«|it  Spain  and  eTer|r  otficr  oomtry  from  the 
restrictions,  that  their  impression  might  be  the 
more  strongly  felt  in  Britain. 

Mr.  W.  Smitb  agun  spoke  at  considerable 


Clakk  replied,  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  said  that  Britain  was  the 
Most  friendly  to  the  United  States  of  any  nation 
in  Europe ;  and  that  if  a  stranger  came  into  that 
Houae,  he  would  think  the  resolution  under  di»- 
omion  wai  a  manifesto  of  war  against  Britain. 
Bot,  said  Bfr.  C,  (looking  at  Mr.  Surra,)  if  a 
ittaiigar  were  to  coma  into  this  Hovs*^  he  woidd 
Ihmk  dKt  Britain  had  an  agent  here.  - 
[Here  the  gendeman  was  called  to  order.] 
Mr.  C.  rose  again,  and  repeated  what  he  had 
sud,  appealing  to  the  judgment  of  the  Hooae.  He 
laid  that  he  had  not  named  the  gcotleman  as  being 
a  ^iti^  agent;  be  had  only  said,  that  a  stranger 
might  think  there  was  a  British  agent  in  the  C<nn- 
mittee.  The  gentleman  ("Mr.  SMrra]  had  ofa^ted 
to  the  prolixity  of  the  proposed  amendment,  m 
— rnipg  and  excesting  so  many  nations  from  the 
restricti<HK,  and  had  reeanmended  it  as  much 
better  to  deelare,  at  once,  that  they  were  levelled 
at  Britain  only  \  it  was  {wtting  twatcy-five  words 
where  one  would  aaswev  the  purpose.  Sir,  (said 
Mr.  C.,)  in  caacs  ftf  dik  kind  there  are  often  dif- 
ferent ooittioas.  He  had  heard  the  gentlooan  him- 
satfenmoy  fire  hundred  words,  which,  in  his  kid^- 
■ant,  aid  not  eoo^iielniid  the  nwtuny  or  one. 
Aa  ID  tbe  war,  w«  and  heard  mndi  paintimr,  as  if 
anna  and  Ic^^  wne  flying  about  oar  ears.  For  his 
own  part,  he  waa  not  aftud  of  host^ties:  the  rea- 
son jperhapa  was,  that  being  mooh  more  adraoeed 
in  life  than  some  other  members,  he  had  less  to 
lose  by  death.  As  to  the  pcesent  amendment,  he 
m^roed  it  as  cMitaining  ttie  essenoe  of  all  which 
they  hare  been  debating  about  for  thirteen  days; 
uid  he  htmed  that  the  same  gentlainen  would  vote 
ftw  it  to-wy,  iriu>  yesterday  had  TOted  for  the 
leaplntioB  iMlf. 
3d  Cov^lfi 


Mr.  W.  Shitr  rose  immediately  after  Mr. 
Clabi^  and  observed,  diat  the  member  might 
hare  spared  himsdf  the  trouble  of  mentioning  his 
advanced  ase,  as  his  garrulity  was  a  pretty  strong 
symptom  oTit.  Whether  he  (Mr.  S.)  had,  in  the 
course  of  his  remarks,  employed  more  words  than 
were  necessary,  the  Committee  would  judge. 
They  would  also  judge  whether  the  incessant 
loquacity  of  that  member  was,  in  general,  much 
to  die  purpose.  With  respect  to  any  illiberal  in- 
sinuations, they  only  excited  his  contempt.  He 
had  Qo  doubt  they  were  reprobated  by  the  Com- 
mittee, for  they  were  intended  to  check  the  free- 
dom of  debate.  Bnt  he  declared,  he  would  nerer 
sufier  such  attacks  to  deter  him  from  that  which 
he  conceived  a  proper  discharge  of  his  duty.  Mr. 
S.  said  it  was  astonishine  that,  after  he  had,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  debate,  so  guardedly 
neluded  all  political  tofHcs,  and  confined  his  re^ 
marks  expressly  to  commercial  grounds,  (consider- 
ing the  subject  merely  as  a  commercial  on&)  that 
there  should  be  found  any  one  so  uncandid  as  to 
wrest  his  arguments  from  commercial  and  apply 
them  to  political  facts.  He  had  stated  commer- 
cial facts,  and  had  drawn  inferences  from  them. 
If  the  &cts  were  unfounded  in  truth,  let  gentle- 
men deny  them.  If  his  inferences  were  inconclu- 
sive, let  gentlemen  refute  them.  It  was  with 
much  satisfaction  he  had,  however,  found,  that 
all  the  commercial  members  who  had  followed 
him  on  the  saiAe  side  had.  by  their  opinions  and 
rotes,  borne  testimony  to  the  accuracy  of  his  state- 
ments. Were  those  members,  on  uiat  account, 
liable  to  the  chaife  of  tmdue  partiality  for  Bri. 
taiii,  and  would  they  not,  if  such  charge  were 
made,  be  justified  in  recriminating  7  Would  there 
not  be  as  much  reason  to  accuse  the  one  side  of 
being  a^Dts  of  France  as  the  other  of  being  agents 
for  Britain  1  Bot  he  hoped  all  such  remarks 
would,  in  future,  be  spared.  The  members  on 
bodi  sides  were  Americans,  and  had  die  same 
object  in  view— the  public  good — but  they  diflhr* 
ed  about  the  means.  To  suostitute  indecent  per- 
sonalities for  argument  was  unworthy  of  any  mem- 
ber, was  an  avowal  <^  a  want  of  a^ment,  and 
merited  the  animadversion  of  the  Hotise. 

Mr.  SwiPT  was  sorry  to  hear  so  much  personal 
reflection  east  out  as  the  Committee  had  just  now 
heard.  He  was  convinced  that  the  gentleman  fVom 
South  Oarolina  would  despise  it,  as  he  was  satis- 
fied that  every  other  gentleman  in  the  Committee 
would  do. 

Mr.  Smiui  saw  no  diflferenee  between  return- 
ing to  the  nttution  of  a  Ctdony  dependmt  uwm 
Britain,  and  that  of  submittiiig  to  be  diacklu  aa 

to  commercial  restrictions. 

Mr.  Ambb  said,  that  there  was  no  commercial 
State  in  the  Union  which  fhvored  the  resoiutims: 
four-fifUis  of  die  citizens  of  the  United  States  wore 
aj^st  them.  It  had  been  urged,  that  they  con- 
tained nothioK  new;  nothing  but  what  had  long 
been  intended  to  be  carriea  into  execution.  An 
opinion  aeainst  the  resoludons  was  traveling  with 
rapidity  from  this  centre,  on  every  side,  to  the  cii^ 
cnmferenoe  of  the  circle.  The  pe<^  had  too 
much  good  sense  to  a^qprore  them. 
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Commem  afthA  Uaitt^  Aoka 


Mr.  MvBRAT  was  surprised  at  the  bibw  tarn 
which  the  debate  had  taken.  Sume  days  ago,  the 
Committee  had  beea  amused  and  delighted  with 
a  splendid  detail  of  the  advantages  to  be  secured 
to  America,  bv  the  resoluti<»u;  but,  since  that 
tim&  the  style  had  been  revers^  and  it  was  now 
frankly  aclmowledged  tluu  their  sole  end  was,  a 
system  of  hoKlility  against  Britain,  and  that  it 
was  the  noble  and  patriotic  passion  of  resentment 
which  had  product  themi  But  he  was  most  of 
all  ziurpriscd  li>  ii;entlemen  going  into  a  scheiQe 
which  mu.'^i:  lii^w  Ljp  three-fourths  of  Uie  revenues 
of  the  cuuairy.  Ho  could  not  imagine  from  what 
motiyes  they  were  to  cast  themselves  on  their 
coualitueots  in  this  way,  or  by  what  means  they 
««)«et^  to  b«  Bibl«  to  discharge  the  interest  of  the 
fin^  llMfbt  He  was  of  opinion  that  no  sinister 
motives  of  speculation  in  the  Public  Funds  could 
in^uetice  tb»t  House.  He  was  satisfied  that  it 
'(^Httained  no  apecu  lators  in  paper,  as  had  been  as- 
d  by  the  pen  of  calumny.  He  gave  his  beartv 
,  Itve  to  the  resolutions,  in  eveiy  shape*  All 
Mensive  information  possessed  by  the  gentle- 
B  who  introduoed  thein,  all  his  abilities,  and 
■11  iIr'  rc;30urcL'.^  if  his  mind,  had  not  been  able 
1o  (!i--c<iv^r  r*uy  niiithod  for  discharging  the  interr 

est  uf  ibis  Dt.li1. 

Mr.  3.  Smith,  Mr.  Dbxtbb,  Mr.  HtLLHOuss, 
Mr.  FiTZsiuona,  and  other  members,  qmke  on 

the  subject. 

The  Committee  now  rose,  and  reported  progtess, 
without  taking  a  (question  on  the  aovendmenu 

WaiwBaBAT,  Pebmary  S. 

Mr.  Gilbert,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
l^feseated  a  bill  for  extecdirig  the  time  for  trans- 
mUtiiig  the  oaths  of  aUent  owners  of  vessels,  and 
fi>^  the  relief  of  Thomas  Jciikins  and  Sonsj  which 
lead  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  GooDiicjK.  from  tlic-  committee  i^pointed, 
presented  a  bill  furtfie  ri^inissionof  cartam duties} 
which  wad  twice  iwaiI.  &u<.\  committed. 

Ordered,  Thai  tlit  Mc-ssage  from  the  Pbb- 
alDENT  or  Tii£  Unjti:i^  S  TATBs,  of  the  thirtieth 
ultimo,  encloi^iDg  tin  '.•^>{v,-  of  a  Letter  from  the 
C^veroor  of  NoiUi  (jHr-<liiia,  covering  a  resfrfu- 
Uoa  of  the  Legislature  ol  chat  State;  as,  also,  tfie 
petL.tioiis  of  Thomas  Peisun,  and  others,  propne- 
l^^of  lijpds  in  the  Territory  South  of  oie  river 
Cwq|..  and  of  the  Trustees  of  the  University  of 
RmVi  Carolina.  bereferredtoMr.WiLUAwSHiTn, 
Mr.  .Blq¥hi^  Mr.  Cjj^bb,  Mr.  Oiut,aiid  Pa^  a- 
ioa ;  tftit^^iM.ifayfiftW  matter  thereof  and 
report  tke  fl^^|^H|lt  nie^.  opinion  thereupoi^  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  Trauv,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
report  whi^[her&ny,andwhat,alteratioaaoramend- 
meuu  are,  in  clieir  opinion,  necessary  to  the  act 
"toesiabliah  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  of 
the  United  &tai«4,"  made  a  report;  which  was 
read,  aqd  arderi-d  to  be  committ^  to  a  Commit- 
tee oi  the  Wiiok'  House  on  Monday  next 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
p;pm,  tite  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accomc»ny 
isg  a  atatament  of  the  moneys  now  in  the  Txea- 


aoiy,  with  an  •estuiNila  «f  raoh  fhither  snnu  n 
may  probably  come  into  the  TncawrT,  Wore  dM 
first  cd*  April  next;  and  the  denaads  tlut  will  ]^ 
bably  be  made  on  the  Treasury  to  that  time ;  witk 
a  state  oS  the  domestic  loans,  made  pursuant  to  the 
order  of  the  thirtieth  of  last  mooth ;  which  wm 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  Conunit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  House  to  ndiom  is  commined 
the  hill  making  ai^ro|aiati(Hu  for  the  support  of 
Qovemment,  ror  Uie  year  one  tfaomawl  seven  fatiih 
dred  and  uiaety-^oor. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committw  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  nport  of  the  conuaittcc 
appointed  to  take  iato  oonsidention  the  aetata 
establish  the  Judicial  Conrts  of  tkellaited  Btam,' 
and  r^Mt  some  [vonsioB  in  the  case  wfaaeaBf 
Judge  of  the  ConriB  of  the  United  Sum 
may,  by  sickness  or  other  diaqnaUfyinff  caiM  m 
reodeced  ineopable  of  diaehaiging  the  imtiet  <»  bn 
office.  Also,  some  fuirthec  pforuion  coneenuw 
bail,  process,  and  eoats,  iutheCaoitoof  the  United 
States;  and,  generally,  t&repartsBch  amendaxett 
to  the  said  act,  as  they  may  judge  neocssary  im 
Constitutional;  aa^  after  some  time  ^ot  not- 
in,  the  Conmittee  roie  and  reported  pngrw. 

COMMERCE  OP  THE  UIOTED  OTATEa 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  now; 
according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolve  itiw 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hease  ootbe 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  m  the  Piin' 
leges  and  restrietirais  on  &e  commerce  <»  the 
United  States  in  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  Lthah.  wished  that  adelar  might  begnnt- 
ed,  till  advices  could  be  received  from  Ei^aiw. 
It  lay  as  a  we^t  on  hit  mind,  that  the  Hon* 
riiouM  ]^oeeed  with  so  iiuoh  nmidity.  He  w 
no  design  m  wishing  Car  a  delay,  but  nefely  tbti 
the  House  mig^t  act  widi  greater  certaioty;  be- 
cause, after  they  had  taken  some  decisive  rtep,m- 
tatligeuee  of  an  aeoanmodating  nature  mi^t  ^ 
rive  (wea  Britain,  aad  cause  teem  to  r^r^j  « 
preripitadoei  of  their  measures.  He  renmc  to 
the  directions  of  the  Executive  to  Idr.  Pi"^ki»Ti 
to  send  a  final  answer  to  this  cooatry  by  the  tiiN 
of  December.  . 

Mr.  BALowia  reomnmended  adelay  darisg  tw 
wMe  session.  He  would  not  have  sat  sileat  dar- 
ing this  disoustion.  as  he  hitherto  had  fH>'i  r!| 
from  hopes  that  the  subject  would  end  u 
way.  It  was  hi»  opinion,  tlMX  this  w  one  « 
those  qneatians  wUelk  l»d  better  be  'S.'f 
undistothed  for  some  time,  at  it  would,  b|Fd«^> 
be  meliOMted.  Two  ymti  ago,  when  o*2«S 
tioD  was  agitated,  he  and  some  other  gentieo'"' 
had  pemiaded  thoae  menbera,  who  were  then  « 
tremely  anxious  for  a  measure  of  this  nwarft  ^ 
postponeit.  HchadaaauredtbBm.tfaattbeyB«^ 
ed  to  feel  no  alarm  for  their  eommeroe 
pmg,  as  Aey  would  unquestionably  rise  Jast 
I»oapetity.   At  the  desire  of  these  g«»t|**T'Ji^ 
report  had  been  made.   But,  last  sms*^"  JJf 
considered  as  too  early  to  produce 
information  t^ion  some  points  not  having  Pg*P 
tained.  At  the  stoing  down  ol  this  ^^''^^^l^ 
i  report  had  been  laid  on  the  table.  It  woun 
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betnyfid  aaiiniin^tr  dimipeet  fiorHie  l»t  Gon- 
^•Bst  foe  'tike  Becmurjr  Irho  gan  ixi  tbe  Mport, 
add  lor  cbt  ««iitUmtan,  wkon  solteitstioin  hsd 
fcrMigbt  it  into  MEu(«nn,  iiot  to  ban  Mdd  h  no^ 
tiee.  Bat  tbe  ptedietioas  of  Mr.  B.  faad^n  M\j 
mdiaed.  The  alarm  had  subsided.  The  very 
wmben  who  had  been  anxious  for  reports  and 
Kstrietioas,  were  conTiDAed,  from  experience,  that 
their  trade  and  shipping  were  in  no  danger.  In 
spite  of  their  ^vere  losses  hr  sea,  they  wexe  all 
content  to  pnt  up  with  them  for  the  sake  of  oulU- 
rating  the  advantages  of  peace.  Time  had  satis- 
fied them  with  their  situation ;  and  if  the  subject 
should  be  suffered  to  sleep  till  ,  another  session, 
time  would,  in  the  same  way,  convince  the  other 
gentlemen,  at  present  for  the  resdutioos,  that  they 
were  su^erftious;  he^  thecefore,  advised  to  defer 
the  eonsidwtioa  of  the  auestitm.  The  parties 
had  shilited  lidiBB,  and  wvidd  aU,  in  tbe  coarse  of 
ttmiB,  be  of  ODe  mmd. 

Mr.  BuBBBBin  aaid,  that  he  ma  ooa  of  oidy 
two  memben  from  New  Bngkad,  who  had  voted 
Sot  the  reaolotioBa.  He  did  so,  because  he  be- 
lieved them  to  correspond  both  with  the  incUna- 
rietu  and  the  interest  of  his  constituents.  If  their 
<^iiDion  had  been  different  from  his,  he  would  have 
resigned  it,  in  deference  to  that  of  those  who  sent 
him  into  the  House.  Since  he  had  given  his  vote, 
he  had  heard  so  many  assertions,  that  four-fifths 
<^  the  people  of  America  were  aninst  the  resolu- 
tions, that  he  was  disposed  to.w^  for  a  delay,  till 
he  had  learned  the  real  state  of  public  sentiment. 

Mr.  Clark  thought  it  reasonable  to  grant  a  de^ 
tay,  if  the  member  who  asked  for  it  [Mr.  Ltmak] 
did  not  mean  this,  as  an  expedient,  to  pa:  off  the 
resolutions.  It  was  proper  that  every  gentleman 
■faooM  be,  as  moch  as  possible,  satisfled:  and,  be- 
sides, to  postpone  proceedings  tQl  »3vice  came 
from  Britain,  was  ctttdng  off  the  ri^t  ana  of  ar- 
gaments  ol  the  gentlemen  in  opposition. 

Bir.  TaaoT  b^[ged  that  the  resolutions  might 
be  deferred  for  tms  day,  at  least,  because  he  had  a 
report  to  lay  before  the  House  respecting  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  iriiieh  emUd  not  be  de- 
layed. 

Mr.  Ltham  declared  that,  in  asking  a  delay, 
ha  had  BO  motive  but  what  he  bad  opoily  stated. 
He  did  not  wish  to  postpoMtbediacoiBionftir  any 
otbez  reaaaa. 

Mr.  QooDHDE  difiered  froBk  the  mendber  from 
New  Jersey,  as  to  the  reAisal  of  redress  by  England 
evttiog  off  the  right  arm  of  the  anvments  against 
the  lesolutiQiis.  He  had  not  tfae  least  idea  of  re- 
dress in  that  qoaitec,  a>  to  stonping  of  ressek 
with  ^ovisions  fx  France.  Ha  had  iqtposed  tbe 
neolutions,  but  not  from  any  idea  of  an  alteration 
in  that  poiirt. 

Mr.  Ltmas  then  moved,  diaC  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolutions  be  deferred  till  the 
first  Monday  in  Blacch  iwxt. 

Mr.  SnanBUUiB  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  FiTBSiMONS  said,  that  it  was  not,  in  his 
raiad,  of  the  smallest  consequence  whether  the 
motioa  was  carried  or  lost ;  nor  did  he  in  tfae  least 
eare  on  which  side  his  voice  went.  "With  respect 
to  Britain,  he  had  suffered  by  her  severely.  His 
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property  bad  been  seized  and  carried  into  bet 
ts,  in  cratradiMion  to  raasm  and  to  justiee. 
had  not  had  tone  to  et^eet  the  prooA  of 
Ibis,  such  as  to  enride  bim  to  make  a  regular  a;h 
plication  to  the  Qovemment  of  this  country;  and 
he  sn^msed  that  many  other  merchants  were  1& 
the  same  situation  as  to  this  point.  Tbe  {urohibi- 
tioaof  comnmree  between  Ameriea  and  France 
bv  the  combined  Powers,  was  more  injurious  in 
idea,  than  in  reality ;  and,  that  he  might  not  be 
misunderstootL  he  should  beg  leave  to  explain 
hiraadf.  In  fact,  no  merohant  of  this  country 
would  think  of  sending  his  property  to  France; 
for  the  Convention,  many  monttu  bobre  the  pro^- 
cbunation  <^  the  combined  Powers,  had  effeetiH 
aUy  prc^bited  the  importaritm  of  the  prodaetiow 
of  America  into  France,  by  suffering  no  Freneb 
[ffodueu  or  manufactures  to  be  sent  out  of  Fruiee; 
nor,  indeed,  anything  but  agsignat$j  which  were 
of  no  seiriee  in  tbe  United  States. 

Mr.  Foniwrr  though  it  extremely  improper  t» 
defer  or  dday  a  deeiuon ;  an  daran  had  been 
spread.  It  was  proper  to  relieve  the  minds  of  the 
p«nJe.  He  wished  to  go  into  a  Committee  im- 
mediacy ;  and,  if  that  should  be  reAued,  be  woidd 
have  tbe  yeas  and  nays  taken  on  the  question. 

Mr.  Madison  bad  no  objection  to  delay.  As 
to  the  resolutioas,  in  anvwer  to  Mr.  Dattoit,  who 
had  spoke  of  the  versatility  of  the  ideas  m  the 
novCT,  he  said,  that  he  had  always  recoticiled  himp* 
self  to  giving  up  some  parts,  and  making  partial 
sacrifices,  provided  the  great  principle  was  pre- 
served. 

Mr.  FiHDbET,  in  a  speech  of  some  length,  said^ 
that,  previous  to  the  discussion  on  the  resolatiiHU^ 
retailers  had  agreed  to  raise.the  price  of  goods,  for 
other  and  well  known  reaw»a,  but  he  bad 
not  diseovered  that  the  uriMdesale  morebantB  bad 
raised  tbe  prices. 

Mr.  Frrzemom  contradicted  Mr.  FinoLSt, 
both  as  to  this  asser^n,  and  another  which  he 
had  made,  that  the  rawchants  of  Philadelphia 
were  satisfied  with  tin  rest^tiotts,  which  wi» 
eoatiary  to  tfae-fhot.  Hewas  anthorliedtosky  If 
was  otherwise. 

Mr.  FmoLBT  aebundedged,  that  he  had  said  , 
diat  at  Wt  fonr-Afths  of  the  merchants,  whom 
he  had  an  opportnaitv  <^  conversing  with,  ware 
in  iavor  of  the  resolutions.  That  he  was  safe  in 
saying  so,  and  that  he  had  been  inf<»med  of  so 
many  more  having  the  same  sentitnents  as  to  joe- 
tify  him,  in  his  opinion,  tluU  the  merchants  Were 
not  genendly  agnnst  the  resolntitms.  That  he 
bad  utroduced  this  assertion  in  oppositioB  to  the 
frequent  appeah  that  had  heen  made  to  tbe  ofior 
ions  of  the  mercantile  members  of  tbe  House.  He 
had  idwavs  thought  apneals  to  the  Oj^cms  ot 
those  on  the  same  nde  of  the  qoestiui,  an  impro- 
per argument.  He  did  not  admit,  however  8trflng>- 
ly  it  ^d  been  asserted,  that  all  the  members  en- 
raged in  commerce,  were  against  the  resohitions. 
And  when  he  refieeted  upon  the  great  influence 
arising  from  the  mercantile  aceonunodation  of 
credit  and  assertHkents,  so  much  urged  by  the  mem- 
ber who  took  the  lead  in  opposing  the  resi^tions, 
and  feond  so  nnny  mer^ants  oat  of  doors  iii  fa- 
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Tor  of  them,  he  tvu  coBTineed  the  truth  ui  the 
obserration  of  a  member  frcna  Murhuid,  [Mr. 
Smith,]  that  the  merchanu  of  the  United  St^a 
were  more  patriotic,  and  nndentood  the  Ctmstita- 
tim  and  intnests  of  their  country  better  than 
those  of  other  countries.  Foe,  when  it  was  con- 
sidered, that  the  object  of  commercial  pursuits 
was  gam,  and  that  merchants,  as  such,  haa  attach- 
ments to  every  country,  in  jiroportion  to  the  ad- 
vaataees  they  derived  from  it  in  trade ;  and  that 
thooch  they  were,  perhaps,  more  fully  possessed 
of  a  general  philanthropy,  or  of  that  kind  of  patri- 
otism which  embraces  ell  mankind,  yet,  that  they 
had  not  so  much  of  that  exclusive  attachment  to 
a  particular  country  as  other  classes  of  citizens. 
He  said  that,  when  it  was  evident  that  such  a  vast 
proportion  of  mercantile  gain  and  accommodation 
was  enjoyed  in  the  commerce  with  Britain,  he 
was  not  surprised  that  so  great  a  proportion  of 
merchants  were  against  resdutiona,  calcttlated  to 
aarrow  that  commerce,  or  that  sonw  who  were 
Mkee  in  fkror  of  them,  had  been  pnsuaded  to 
chaiuK  their  mind. 

Wbile  be  Iwd  not  the  least  doubt  that  the  mer- 
chants, with  whom  his  colleague  conversed,  were 
•gainst  the  measure,  yet,  he  adhered  to  the  truth 
<H  his  former  assertion.  He  saidj  it  was  not  de- 
cent nor  orderly  to  prove  his  assertion  by  mention- 
ing namesm  the  floor ;  but,  if  his  colleague  ehose 
a  private  explanation,  he  would  be  ccmvinced  that 
the  merchaats  who  had  declared  themselves  in 
&Tor  of  the  resolutions  were  pretty  numerous,  and 
not  inferior  in  respectability,  nor  in  the  extent  of 
tji^r  commercial  dealings,  to  those  who  were 
•gainst  them. 

In  reply  to  the  assertion,  that  die  price  of  goods 
had  been  raised  in  consequeaee  of  the  resolatiotts. 
He  said  that  there  was  a  greater  number  ttfoonn- 
try  storekeepers  in  town  than  usual  at  this  aeasm. 
Tiiat  he  had  frequently  accompanied  then  to  the 
wholesale  merchants.  That  they  purchased  the 
Manchester  goodsas  cheap,  and,  in  some  instances, 
dwapw,  than  ever  he  had  seen  them.  That,thoQgli 
irooUws  were  a  Uttle  dearer  than  he  had  seme* 
times  found  them,  yet  they  were  not  sold  dearer 
at  the  wholesale  stores,  since  the  discussion  on  the 
rescrfutions  began,  than  they  were  when  Congress 
met  ThaL  Sier^ore,  bis  assertion,  as  far  as  it 
wait,  was  founded  on  incontrovertible  facts,  and 
the  testimotty  of  respectable  merchants.  That  it 
was  well  known  that  those  who  kept  retail  stores 
had  entered  into  an  agreement  to  raise  the  price 
oS  cloths  previous  to  ue  introduction  of  the  reao- 
Ivtiona. 

Mr.  BoDBMB,  Mr.  Dattom,  Mr.  WanavMrrH, 
Mr.  SnraBDENiL  Mr.  Ahu,  Mr;  Clark,  and 
Mr.  BoDnmoT,  also  spoke. 

The  quertion  was  then  taken  to  postpone  the 
wbjcct  to  the  first  Monday  in  March  next;  and 
it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmattve—yeas  51,  nays 
47,  as  follows : 

TBAS^llModoms  BaU^,  Abrtham  Baldwin,  Tho> 
Ma  Blount,  Thunas  P.  Cames,  Gabriel  Christie,  Abra- 
haaa  Ckik,  Isaac  Coles,  Heniv  Deaibom,  George  Dent, 
WUUam  Findley,  William  B.  Giles,  James  GiUespie, 
Kickolas  Gflnan,  Chiistophsr  GiMUip^  Andrew  Gnfc 
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Wiffiam  B.  Grwe,  Gesige  Haeodk,  Carter  B.'Hsni- 
son,  John  HeaA.  ThaUk  Hsislw,  John  Hnntsr,  Wa-  , 
liam  Irvine,  Matdww  Ztoeke,  WiDiam  Lvmsn,  Nillia> 
ntel  Mscon,  James  MadbcHi,  Akxander  Mebsns,  W3- 
liam  Montgomoy,  Andrew  Motne,  Peter  MoUaibeig,  i 
Joseph  Neville,  Anthony  New,  John  Nidiolu,  Ns- 
thamel  Niles,  Alexander  D.  On,  Joaiah  Psdcer,  J(Aa  i 
Fatton,  Andrew  Pickens,  Francis  Preston,  Robert  Kalh- 
erford,  Thomas  Scott,  John  8.  Sbeiborne,  John  Sailis,  i 
Israel  Smith,  Ilu>maa8prig^ThoniasTndwd),Flitl9  i 
Van  Cordsndt,  Abraham  VenaUe,  Francis  WsOr, 
Benjamin  WilUamB,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats. — Fisher  Ames,  James  Amutrong,  JohnBeil- 

g,  Elias  Bondinot,  Bhesijsdiub  Bourne,  Benjunin 
onrae,  Lambert  Cadwalsder,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Dt* 
vid  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  Jonadum  Dtyton, 
Samuel  Dexter,  Thomas  Fitsdmons,  Uriah  Forrert, 
Dwight  Forter,  EieUel  Gilbert,  Hemy  detail  Bta^ 
mm  Goodhue,  James  Goidon,  Samuel  GriAn,  TlaNpu  i 
Rartlsgr,  Jamas  BilbouM,  William  Hbidnan,  SaiBBd 
Holten,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Amasa  Learned,  Ridiaid 
Bland  Lee,  Fianeis  Malbone,  Joseph  McDowell,  Wit 
liam  Vane  Morray,  Jenmiah  Smith,  Samuel  SnHh, 
William  Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  Qttm  ' 
Thatcher,  Uriah  iWy,  Jonathan  Trombull,  iiAa  E- 
Van  AUen,  Peter  Van  Gsasbeck,  Peleg  Wadtvottk, 
Jeremiah  Wadsworth.  Artemas  Ward,  John  Wttt^ 
Paine  Wingate,  and  Richard  Winn, 
The  House  then  adjourned. 

TBOBsnaT,  February  6. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Perkins  and  Compaof,<tf 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  that  an  additional  ootr 
may  be  laid  on  the  importation  sails,  or  suck 
encouragement  g^ven  to  the  manufacture  of  the 
said  arucle  within  the  United  States  as,  to  the 
wisdom  of  Congress,  shall  seem  meet.  < 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  i 
Mr.  Watts,  Mr.  Coit,  and  Mr.  HiNnMAM ;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thered',  ud  ttfott 
the  same,  widi  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

DIFFICTTLTT  WITH  ALGIER& 

After  the  reading  of  some  private  petiUo&s,  it 
was  moved  that  the  House  go  itdo  a  Commits 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  draft  of  a  resolution  was  handed  to  the 
Speaker,  which  had  been  drawn  up  by  the  eos^ 
mittee  appointed  to  examine  the  papers  onw 
Algerine  business.  The  substance  of  the  t^'j** 
tion  was,  that  certain  parts  had  been  marked  n 
the  committee  aa  im|»vper  for  poWcatioa ;  and, 
therefore,  that,  in  the  course  (ff  the  diseinsMA 
they  should  not  be  refenred  to,  or  the  reading  « 
them  called  for,  by  any  of  the  members. 

A  motion  to  this  purpose  was  then  made  tiw 
seconded. 

Mr.  HuNT&B  said  he  would  treat  die  commit 
tee  as  he  would  wish  them  to  treat  him.  He  had 
no  design  of  condemning  the  cmnmittee ;  but  he 
could  not  Ukink  of  attempting  to  discuss  a  q*^ 
tion  where  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  call  for  and 
examine  the  very  materials  teqmsite  for  deeidug 
hia  opimon. 
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D^cuUy  with  Aigien. 


[H.orR- 


Ob  motion,  tbe  Hooae  mnt  into  a  Cemmittee 
of  the  Whole  aa  the  state  (tfdte  UbIod. 

The  reselutim  being  read  tar  bniidiug  four 
shnis  of  44  gnns  and  two  ships  of  30  gnns — 

Mr.  Madison  rose  to  inquire  whether  there  was, 
in  the  public  stores  <tf  the  United  States,  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  <tf  cedir  and  lire  tmk  for  building 
she  jfftrposed  six  vessels  1  He  was  answered  that 
there  was  not.  Mr.  M.  then  obserredj  that  it  was 
eTident  this  fleet  could  not  be  ready  for  effectiTe 
wrrice  in  the  course  of  the  present-year.  He 
imagined  that  there  was  another  resolution,  pre- 
faient  as  to  the  time  voting  it,  which  ought  to 
be  before  the  Committee.  The  resolution  to  which 
be  alluded,  was  that  wBOfiuiikg  a  sum  of  mmey  to 
huy  a  cessation  of  hoetiUtieslrom  the  Regency  of 
A^iers.  He  was  of  opmicm  that  the  aroject  of 
fitong  oat  an  armed  squadron  was  liabl^ho  muy 
solid  (rtneetiou.  There  ware  two  pmnts  o£  Ucfat 
in  whicn  this  subject  might  be  surveyed.  The 
izit  these  was,  whether  the  Algerines  acted 
from  their  own  impulse  in  this  matter"?  In  ^at 
case,  they  were  known  to  be  in  the  habit  of  sell- 
ing a  peace ;  and,  if  they  are  williiw  to  do  so,  he 
fimeied  that  it  might  be  purchased  for  teas  money 
than  the  armament  would  cost.  On  the  other 
band,  if  they  do  not  act  from  their  own  impulse, 
tat  upon  the  instigation  of  Britain,  we  may  de- 
pend upon  it  that  they  cannot  be  bought.  Bri- 
tain wul  keep  them  hostile.  There  is  infinitely 
more  danger  of  a  British  war  from  the  fitting  out 
of  tbips  than  frcnn  the  resolutions  on  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  distance  which 
the  diips  would  nave  to  sail  is  not  less  than  three 
thotaand  mitea^  and  their  number  is  too  small  for 
a  demsiTe  advantage.  The  Comluned  Powers 
would  embraee  the  e^ uipment  nf  these  ships  as 
an  eodlent  opportumty  to  pick  a  qoarrel  with 
the  Akited  States.  Mr.  M.  expessed  hb  doubts 
with  regard  to  the  propriety  of  this  measure,  be- 
came ike  expense  would  be  immense,  and  there 
was  no  eertamty  of  rei^nng  any  benefit  from  it. 

Bdr.  CuBK  was  anxious  to  state  his  doubts  on 
this  subject,  that  gentlemen,  who,  by  their  habits 
of  life,  had  met  with  opportunities  of  better  in- 
lormaUon  than  he  possessed,  might  correct  him 
where  he  was  wrong.  In  the  first  place,  the  ships 
would  be  too  small  m  point  of  number  to  be  of 
any  kind  of  importance,  amidst  the  numerous  na- 
vies <^  Suro]^.  The  distance  from  any  friendly 
port,  where,  m  ease  of  accidents,  they  might  re- 
paii^  was  likewise  very  neat.  It  was  to  Iw  ex- 
peeted  that,  when  they  fell  in  with  British  ships 
of  war,  that  the  ktter  would  endeavor  to  search 
theoB  for  prohHiited  eu^^oes,  and  for  seamen,  be- 
canse  they  were  in  the  practice  of  impressing  their 
owD  conatrvmen  wherever  they  comd  find  them. 
This  wMld  Modnce  a  quarrel.  There  was  a 
adkeme  which  oeeanred  to  him,  and  which  he 
.^dged  would  be  lees  expensive  and  mwe  effectu- 
al. This  was.  to  hire  the  Portuguese  to  cruise 
Maiast  the  Algerines.  He  understood  that  the 
<>iiut  of  Li^n  desired  to  keep  her  ships  of  wax 
ia  actual  service.  The  British  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  btuldiag  frigates  for  the  service  of  the 
Algerines,  and,  as  be  waa  infiinned,  manun,  at 


a  distanee  nwm  sea,  could  distinguish  in  irhmt 
country  vessos  were  built  by  Uwtr  ctmsbruction. 
Hence  it  would  be  difficult  tm  the  captain  of  an 
American  frigate  to  ascertain  at  sea  a  British  ship 
of  war  from  an  Algerine.  He  had  an  objection 
to  the  establishment  of  a  fleet,  because,  when  once 
it  had  been  commenced,  there  would  be  no  end  of 
it.  We  most  then  hare  a  Secretanr  of  the  Navy, 
and  a  swarm  of  other  people  in  office,  at  a  mon- 
strous expense.  If  we  build  six  ships  this  year, 
we  should  next  year  find,  it  necessary  to  build  six 
more,  and  so  on.  The  Combioed  Powers  would 
find  a  much  better  pretence  for  a  war  by  this  arm- 
ament than  from  the  resolutions  on  the  Report  of 
the  Secretary.  Mr.  C.  closed  his  speech,  which 
was  heard  with  |;reat  attention,  by  observing, 
that  he  rose  principally  to  submit  his  oj^ions  on 
this  qneatioa  as  Junta  fat  those  viho  were  better 
qualmed  to  fi*m  a  judgment  on  the  subject  than 
himseU*. 

Mr.  Baldwin  expressed  his  doubts  as  to  every 
part  of  this  subject.  He  had  not  been  able  to  gain 
any  information  that  was  satisfactory.  To  block 
up  the  Mediterranean  was,  he  believed,  impraeti*' 
cable.  Bribery  alone  could  purchase  security 
from  the  Algerines.  Spain  and  Britain  had  al- 
ways found  this  method  the  cheapest.  He  had 
much  confidence  in  the  gentleman  who  had  been 
employed  to  go  as  an  Envoy  to  Algiers  from  this 
country.  He  was  a  thorot^h  man.  Mr.  B.  bad 
yet  formed  no  decided  opinion,  and  could  wish  to 
suspend  his  judnnent  tiU  he  learned  the  issue  of 
the  present  apmication  to  the  Dey.  If  bribery 
woiud  not  do,  he  should  certainly  vote  for  equip- 
ping a  fleet. 

Mr.  NiGROLAB  feared  that  we  were  not  a  match  . 
for  the  Algerines.  A  small  number  of  sailors 
were  sufficient  to  navigate  one  of  their  ^ps,  and 
they  had  a  militia  to  man  them  who  vrere  mnn- 
meraUe.  He  had  not  been  able  to  form  an  exact 
opinion,  bnt  he  was  afiaid  that  we  were  not  a 
match  for  them  by  sea. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  rose  chiefly  to  answer  the  inter- 
rogatories  m-oposed  by  Mr.  Clark,  as  to  what 
harbors  in  Europe  American  ships  could  retire  to 
for  shelter?  In  an  early  part  of  his  life,  Mr.  S. 
said  that  he  had  been  in  that  part  of  the  woiid, 
and  could  assure  the  House  that  there  was  no 
want  of  proper  harbors  to  refit  or  obtain  provi- 
sions in.  The  first  he  mentioned  was  Toulon ; 
Marseilles,  likewise,  bad  a  most  excellent  harbor, 
and  there  was  no  doubt  that  our  vessels  would  be 
received  there  in  the  most  friendly  way^  as  die 
Algerines  had  lately  deehued  war  against  the  Re- 
public of  France.  Spain  had,  lilwwise,  several 
excellent  ports— lAdaga,  Cadiz,  Barcelona,  and 
Ferrol.  In  all  these  the  American  squadroaa 
would  be  heartily  welcome,  and  meet  with  all 
kinds  of  naval  stores  in  the  greatest  abundance, 
Lisbon,  also,  was  a  fine  harbor,  and  Oporto  would 
be  proj^r  for  the  same  purpose.  So  tnat,  in  case 
of  accident,  the  armament  had  nothing  to  fear 
from  wanting  a  place  of  retreat.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  our  vessels  and  our  sailors  would  both  be 
nrach  superior  to  those  of  the  Algerines.  Theix 
ah^  were  aid  and  cfa2y,-aadwen  presntsmada 
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them  by  the  Powen  with  whom  they  are  not  «t 
war.  The  Amezican  botumu  most  be  better} 
and  OUT  fleet  will  moet  likdy  hare  its  station  be- 
tween Oran  and  Malaga,  and,  stretching  across 
between  those  two  ports,  block  up  the  mouth  of 
the  Straits.  He  adverted  to  the  oustake  of  Mr. 
Baldwin,  who  had  said  that  Spain  nerer  attempt- 
ed to  block  up  the  Straits ;  the  projMr  answer  to 
which  was,  that  Spain  had  an  extensive  coast,  not 
less  than  four  or  five  hundred  miles,  wiUiin  the 
Mediterranean ;  so  that  she  was  quite  difierently 
situated,  with  regard  to  them,  from  America.  Mr. 
S.  mentioned,  as  a  consolatory  circumstance,  that 
our  profit  was  twice  as  great  at  present,  in  com- 
merce, as  it  was  before  we  war,  m  spite  of  all  the 
qraliations  committed  by  Britain  and  by  Spain ; 
and,  if  the  war  continues,  the  profits  will  continue 
to  multiply  twice  as  Hut  as  they  would  otherwise 
do.  As  an  evidoice  of  thi«  fact,  he  mentioned 
the  high  price  of  wheat  at  present  m  this  market, 
.  and  asked  whether  any  gentleman  had  heard  of  a 
price  so  high  at  this  season  of  the  year  before? 
A  gentleman  [Mr.  NicaoLAel  had  spoken  of  an 
Algerine  militia.  Why,  sir,  (said  Mr.  S.,)  I  shall 
set  down  against  them  the  American  militia,  and 
so  ttmt  account  is  settled.  He  estimated  that  the 
whole  American  exports  and  imports,  in  round 
numbers,  was  twenty  millions  oi  dollars  each; 
and  that  the  extra  insnranee  on  account  of  the 
Algerines,  from  one  end  of  the  year  to  the  other, 
would  niot  be  less  than  five  pei  cent,  on  the  wfade, 
which  was,  altwether,  two  millions  of  dollars. 
From  this  Mr.  S-  inferred  that  it  must  be  the  very 
ITDzst  kind  (tf  economy  to  hazard  an  expense  of 
tW9  millions  of  dollars  of  insnnmee,  for  ute  sake 
irf  saving  the  charges  of  this  armament.  He  did 
not  see  it  imj^obaUe  that  the  Algerines  midit 
very  soon  be  on  oar  coas^  under  the  command 
British  or  American  renegadoes.  Xt  was  nothing 
uncommon,  aouuig  seamen,  for  two  captains  to  be 
in  the  greatest  friendship  to-day,  aad  {dnndering 
each  other's  vessels  to-morrow.  As  an  exarn^ 
of  wtiat  Americans  in  particular,  are  capable  of 
doing,  hf  itpeaied  the  history  of  a  Mr.  Cooper,  of 
Virgiiiiii,  who,  sofiiQ  years  s^,  fitted  out  a  ship 
for  The  exprt-si  (nirjKjse  of  cruising  against  Ame- 
rican vtNj<']s  IjouLil  from  or  to  the  Bast  Indies. 
He  seat  a  pevsna  into  the  harbor  of  Algiers  to  so- 
licit a  comraissioD  frwn  the  Dey,  and  mis  Envoy 
had  very  near  been  taken  prisoner,  as  the  Dey 
wanted  to  have  made  aslave  of  him.  Mr.  S.8aid 
It  Cooper  was  known  to  be  a  man  of  cou- 
of  persereianee,  and  as  possessing  that  spe- 
of  intellectual  refourees  which  ^ujify  an  ad- 
^tuicr  farboldundertakings.  He  inferred,  from 
I  anecdote,  that  if  Mr.  Ccx^,  a  man  of  re- 
[^^bld  birth  and  connexions,  eoold  form  such  a 
ie,  what  was  not  to  be  feared  from  the  corn- 
et of  seamen  7  He  could  not  tell  where  the 
mighi  eod ;  oor  did  he  know  whether  Phi- 
ipnia  iueir  would  be  in  safety.  They  might 
Fpealt  of  their  as  much  as  they  jdeased;  he 
knew  thfir  forct.  aiid  did  not  much  value  it.  The 
British  h:ii]  ^uiK  past  them,  and  what  was  to  bin- 
dec  Alger^ne^  or  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Coope^ 
flMinjaiSMr.gB»rthem  7  Were  hf  on  the.  coMt 


of  an  cnoay,  be  should  not  have  the  least  senniile 
of  engaging  to  ran  a  ship  by  sneh  forts,  wbea 
diere  was  in  view  so  ffeat  aprpspect  as  the  {dan- 
der of  Philadelphia.  He  strongly  wessed  die  ne- 
cessity of  sending  oat  the  propraed  neetas^ieUy 
as  possible. 

Mr.  Ahgs  attacked  the  moTcr  of  the  rescHutiou 
on  the  Report  of  the  Seeietary  Thtr.  Madibon] 
for  not  displaying  in  the  afiair  of  the  Algerines 
some  part  of  the  spirit  which  he  had  exerted  on 
the  other  occasion.  He  thought  it  shamefxil  to 
buy  a  peace,  and  that  there  co^d  be  no  secnrity, 
if  we  did.  He  recommended  an  armament.  Portn- 
g»l  had  shown  herself  friendly ;  and,  referring  to 
what  Mr.  Cluk  had  stated,  he  was  ai  opiaiaa 
she  would  give  oar  ships' shelter  in  her  pmts.  He 
thought  that  six  stout  mgates  at  Am  mouth  of 
Stcaits  wVnld  do  the  fawiBtis.  Hewcntateon- 
siderable  length  into  Mr.  MAni80ii*e  resolatioDs, 
and  cmdemoed,  upon  various  groand&  the  arsu>- 
ments  and  conduct  of  die  gendemen  who  sunport- 
ed  them.  Yesterday,  we  were  told  that  firitam 
durst  not  quarrd  with  America,  and  to-day  she  is 
represented  as  ready  to  do  it.  Our  commeree  i> 
on  the  point  of  being  annihilated,  and,  unless  u 
armament  is  fitted  out,  we  may  very  soon  expeet 
the  Algerines  on  the  coast  of  America. 

Mr.  QiLBS,  in  reply,  said  that  Mr.  Ants  drew 
ineonsistmt  pictures.  One  day  he  represented 
the  American  commerce  at  the  summit  of  pra- 
perity ;  the  next,  it  was  reduced  to  nothing,  b 
defence  of  the  commercial  reguktions.  he  remind- 
ed the  House  that  Britain,  and  not  Algiert,  wn 
the  real  object  of  alarm,  and  the  real  souice  w 
hostility.  It  was,  therefore,  proper  to  provide 
medies  against  bttth  of  these  Hlnitrions  coaft«* 
rates.  .Sgiers  was  hut  the  instrument,  Brittu 
was  the  eause.  The  reliance  <tf  Britain  uptv"^ 
instrummt  [Mainly  showed  that  she  was  not  e^Qid 
to  a  war  and  a  commercial  contest.  She  nsdi 
therefore,  turned  loose  the  Algerines  upcm  ns-a 
fact  which  is  pretty  generally  acknowledged  m 
both  sides  of  the  House.  It  is,  therefore,  in  the 
power  of  Britain  to  prevent  the  progress  of  these 
pimtes.  The  comnercisd  restric  tions  will  reduce 
Britain  to  difficulty^  and  she  will  then,  for  the 
sake  of  friendship  with  America,  be  rlad  to  pot  a 
stop  to  the  Algerine  ravages.  Untif  some  mw* 
sure  of  this  kind  has  been  admrted,  Britain,  as  she 
has  raised  up  Algien,  will  keep  her  up.  The 
cheapest  mode  of  getti^  P^^oe  will  cenaintybe 

S embracing  the  commereial  regnktuns.  lb. 
was  averse  to  the  pn^osal  ot  a  fleet.  He 
agreed  very  mueb  with  tte  gendemn  firom  New 
Jersey,  [Mr.  Clabk,]  that  it  would  be  a  better  ex- 
pedient to  hire  the  fleet  of  Portugal.  He  coa- 
sidered  the  establishment  of  a  mantime 
having  a  direct  tendency  to  war;  wherea?,  the 
commercial  restrictions  had  the  same  tendenCT  tn 
peace.  The  sending  of  American  armed  shipe 
into  the  midst  of  the  fleets  of  Eurhm  would  cer- 
tainly nodnce  a  quarreL  It  had  been  well  re- 
marked, [by  Mr.  Clabk,]  that,  if  an  attempt  was 
made  to  search  our  ships  of  war,  like  our  mef* 
cfaantmokfit  would  inbUiMr  produce  a  pubUe 
affiroa^  and  eomQMBt  hoatifitiee. 
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I'iaval  Force. 


[H.  OF.iU 


Mr.  Madisou,  in  reply  to  som6  remarlu  iriiich 
bad  fallen  from  BIr.  £Imith,  respecting  the  present 
bigli  price  of  wheat  in  the  American  market,  said, 
that  he  had  been  informed  of  a  place  ^ere  wheat 
sold  for  four  shillings  and  sixpence  per  bushel 
onlj,  where  Hit  dollar  passes  for  six  shilUngs. 
Ifr.  M.  svi^Kued  that  Britain  could  render  very 
essential  service  to  the  Algerines,  withont  em- 
barking in  a  war.  She  has  not  embarked  in  a 
war  to  the  Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  but  she  has 
done  tfie  same  thing,  in  substance,  by  supplying 
the  Indians  with  arms,  ammunition,  and,  perhai>s, 
with  subsistence.  He  did  not  assert  that  Britain 
directed  the  plan  of  the  Indian  expeditions,  for  he 
had  no  explicit  evidence  that  they  actually  did  so. 
In  the  same  way  that  they  give  underhand  assist- 
ance to  the  Indians,  they  would  give  it  to  the  AI- 
gerines,  rather  than  hazard  an  o|»en  war. 

The  Committee  now  rose,  without  c(nning  to 
the  question. 


Fbway,  February  7. 

JoBH  Pmb,  from  Viigink,  ap^red,  prodneed 
hie  eredamials.  and  took  his  seat  in  the  Hoase. 

iSawfotii,  That  a  committee  be  ap]^nted  to  re- 
port whether  any,  and  what,  alterations,  are  ne- 
cAMuy  in  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  the 
yegbtciing  and  reoordingofships  or  vessels.^  Also, 
in  the  act,  enttded  "An  act  for  enrolling  and 
kicmsing  ^ps  or  vessds  to  be  employed  in  the 
eoaiting  tmda  and  firikeries,  and  for  regulating  the 
•me."  Aba  in  the  act  enUOed  **  An  aet  to  re- 
gelawthe  emeetion  of  tne  duties  imposed  by  law 
•B  gmds,  wares,  and  merehandise,  imported  into 
the  United  Sta^  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or 
TMseU**  And  also,  if  any,  and  what,  further 
Inguhtive  provirion  may  be  necessary  for  the  se- 
cvring  and  coUeetiiw  the  duties  on  foreign  and 
damestie  distilled  sprits,  stills,  wines,  and  teas. 

Ordered^  Tha#^Mr.  Goodhoi,  Mr.  SAHtTBL 
Smn,  Mr.  PtTzsmom,  Mr.  pABCBn,  and  Mr. 
BnjAinii  BoDttn,bfra(»mmtttee,  Jrarsuimt  to 
said  resohition. 

Mr.  SAMtTCL  BHiTflL  flrom  the  eonwiittM  to 
whom  was  reftned  the  petition  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Toasari,  made  a  report ;  triiieh  was  read, 
Had  ofdered  to  lie  on  (he  taUe. 

The  following  Message  was  reeeiTed  fVom  the 
pBBMoniiT  09  tm  Ohitbd  STATBa: 
GmUkmen  ef  ihe  tknttU,  and 

efiht  Bottteof  Rqtrmnialhe$.- 

I  tranmaittOyoQ  an  Act  and  diree  ftriftnsnssij pan 
ed  by  the  Govemmeut  of  the  Territoiy  of  tlw  United 
flfestea  Sottft  Of  the  river  Ohio^  on  Uw  18th  and  Slst  of 
Hatdi,  and  ^  7di  of  Hay,  1798 ;  and  also  oertdn  Let- 
ten  ftom  tiu  Mhdster  Pbnqmtehtliiy  of  Uw  Faench 
Bep«Me,totiieSeeretarr  of  Sute,  enclocing  decpatches 
ipeHi  Ae  Oeoeral  cad  BxtiaordiimiT  Gommisrion  of 
OiMMwy.  O.  WASHENOTON. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Itfessage  and  papers  do 
Be  on  the  table. 

A  message  fVom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
Ant  the  Boiate  have  passed  the  bill,  entided  "  An 
«et-ptovMittg  Ar  the  vettef  of  such  of  the  inhabit- 


ants of  Saint  Domingo,  resident  within  the  Unit> 
ed  States,  as  may  be  found  to  be  in  want  of  ffl^ 
port,"  with  an  amendment ;  to  which  they  deaim 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

THE  NAVAL  POSOE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
the  Whole  House  on  &e  state  of  the  Unicin.  The 
Chairman  read  the  resolution  before  the  House  fof 
equippi^  a  Naval  force. 

Mr.  ItjUDisoN  thought  this  expedient  unlikel|! 
to  answer  the  purpose,  and  liable  to  many  objee? 
tions.  Before  the  American  squadron  can  be 
equipped,  the  truce  between  Algiers  and,  Portuail 
must  expire.  When  that  expiratioa  shall  turn 
place,  she  either  will  not  renew  the  truce  at  aU,  at 
she  will  stipulate  that  the  United  States  ah^be 
comprehended  in  it.  He  would  save  the  men*|( 
intended  for  the  fleet,  and  hire  the  Portuguew 
ships  of  war  with  it,  as  soon  as  the  truce  end^ 
He  wished  that  the  Committee  mi^t  r^eot  th^ 
present  motion^  and  when  they  did  so,  be  would 
move  a  resolution,  a  copy  of  wEuch  he  read  to  the 
Committee.   It  was  in  substance : 

That  die  vim  of  — dollan  be  ptended  to  b4 
employed  in  such  a  manner  u  ahoald  be  fiaund  >mm| 
eflectual  for  obtaining  a  peace  with  the  Reg^^  of  ^ 
gters ;  and  Ikiling  of  this,  that  the  sum  shoold  be  aj^ptted 
to  the  end  of  obtaining  protection  from  some  of  the  Eu- 
ropean Powe™." 

Mr.  M.  considered  the  armament  at  preseat  iM* 
posed,  as  quite  too  sniaB  to  voswvt  any  nficual 

purpose. 

A  member  here  observed,  tint  it  would  be  hat- 
zacdous  to  rely  on  Portugal }  because  thoMgh  the 
truce  miffht  expire  in  about  nx  moaukiv  it  woilU 
possibly  be  renewed  at  the  end  ai  that  time,  ei 
converted  into  a  peace. 

iSx.  FiTzsiH(Hi8  wished  that  geMlemen  wovU 
pay  some  attention  to  attested  mots^  befove  th^- 
so  abruptly  declare  that  the  six  idiips  proposed  Vfi 
the  Committee  to  be  built  and  put  into  eomiAie* 
sion,  were  incompetent  to  the  end  for  winch  ihef. 
were  designed.  The  Conmiittee  had  bestowed 
considerate  time  in  deliberating  iqton  the  best  in* 
foroiation  which  could  be  obtuned,  before  thm 
specified  the  force  requisite  to  be  employed,  aw 
they  had  been  satisfied,  that  what  was  now  proposed 
would  be  equal  to  the  und.  Here  Mr.  F.  rMd 
a  different  statement  of  the  ships  of  war  in. the 
service  of  the  Regency  of  Algien,  at  difibrcnt 
times.  One  of  these  shows  that  hi  the  year  1788^ 
there  were  nine  xebecs,  from  thirty-slz  to  tengnh 
and  one  ship  of  forty  guns  up(m  die  itoehi}  bnl 
that  seven!  of  the  whocs  were  kid  up  or  aafit 
few  service.  A  second  estimate  of  die  i^lgnriiii 
maritime  force,  had  hem  traasmitled  by  Mu 
Humphtiea.  He  specified  four  firigate^'  two's*) 
bees,  and  one  brie  By  advices  stiU  more  reesab 
the  fieet  consisted  <tf  one  vessri  of  fortv'liAir  gbn^ 
one  of  thirty-six,  one  of  twenty-^ht,  Uree  xebeaa 
and  a  brig.  Mr.  F.  observed,  Aat  gentofteU  hod 
objected  to  the  sending  ont  an  Amcticah  Aaelf 
Uiat  thev  could  not  always  heea  together.  Hd 
'  reminded  (hem,-  that  from  NoveAmr  to  Blnch 
'April,  die  corsairs  of  Baxbary  never  go  out  to  sea. 
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There  were  tiro  mootbs  during  that  time,  when 
ch«T  were  restrained  hy  their  religicm  from  pirati- 
(»1  excarsions.  The  Committee  had  been  told, 
that  the  Portuguese  are  ready  to  assist  us.  There 
is  ground  to  expect  this  assistance,  but  not  to  de- 
pend upon  it.  Two  AmericaD  frigates,  along  with 
the  Portuguese  vessels,  would  be  fully  equal  to 
tiie  task  of  curbing  the  Algerines.  As  to  militia, 
ke  cotdd  not  see  of  what  consequence  they  could 
be  in  a  naval  contest.  With  regard  to  ezpensej 
he  stated  a  very  important  fact.  The  United 
States  import,  annually,  two  millions  of  bushels  of 
salt  fVom  these  countries,  which  the  Algerines  will 
cut  off  from  our  commerce.  The  rise  on  that  ar- 
ticle must  then  be  at  least  one  dollar  per  bushel ; 
which  is  a  tax  of  two  millions  of  dollars  at  once, 
er  dirae  times  the  expense  of  the  armament.  Pro- 
bably, howerer,  the  loss  may  extend  to  four  mil- 
UoDs  <tf  dollars  on  this  single  article  of  salt,  in  one 
year  only;  a  sura  which  would  keep  up  the  fleet 
a  loD^  time.  We  hare  been  trying  to  buy  a  peace, 
but  without  success ;  and  if  we  are  not  able  to  en- 
force it.  the  price  of  buying  it  must  be  so  much 
the.  higher.  As  soonasPortu^  is  led  to  herself, 
•he  wul  certainly  protect  us,  oecause  it  is  much 
for  her  interest  to  do  so.  At  present,  she  cannot, 
perhaps,  from  the  influence  of  the  combined  Pow- 
ehn.  Mr.  F.,  therefbre,  recommended  an  armament 
in  the  mean  time. 

Mr.  Shilib  objected  to  this  measure,  because  it 
was  unequal  to  the  task.  Britain  would  assist  the 
Algerines  underhandedly.  as  she  did  an  enemy  in 
another  quarter,  and  would  continue  to  do  so.  He 
did  not  think  she  was  shameless  enough  to  own 
it,  bat  she  would  do  it.  He  spoke  at  some  len^h. 

Mr.  Nicholas  went  on  the  same  ground.  He 
•aid  that  Britdn  had  not  been  content  with  strik- 
up  a  truce  for  Portugal,  that  the  Algerines 
might  be  let  loose  on  American  commerce,  but 
her  MiaiaCer  at  ^e  Gourt  Lisbon  had  endeavor- 
ed to  prevent  our  vessels  from  obtaining  a  Portu- 
gvese  convoy.  Not  content  with  insuring  a  loss 
to  America,  she  had  striven  to  make  that  loss  imme- 
diate. As  to  the  duration  of  the  truce,  it  could 
aot  last  long,  for  the  Q^een  of  Portugal  had,  in 
hct,  broken  it  already.  She  had  declared  that  the 
trade  to  country  should  pass  unmolested :  to 
Mach  condition  it  was  not  likely  that  the  Alge- 
rines wvnld  cmsent.  The  Portuguese  nobiuty 
had  clamored  at  the  acceptance  of  a  truce.  So 
that,  an  the  whole,  it  could  hardly  last  long.  A 
naval  foroe  was  a  very  e^wn^ve  afiair.  The 
greater  part  of  the  immense  debt  of  England  had 
been  lanshed  on  her  navy.  He  was  agamst  build- 
ittcanavy. 

Mr.  Swirrhad  been  always  sensible  that  the 
■Usatioa  of  this  country  was  not  fit  for  war.  We 
have  a  very  heavy  debt ;  but  still  it  is  better  to 
bear  debts  than  depredations.  A  gendeman  of 
««Hive  information  [Mr.  S-  Smith,  in  yester- 
day's debate]  had  stated  rtie  rise  of  insurance  as 
■mch  less  Chan  the  armament  would  cost.  Britain 
had  always  more  dependence  on  her  navy,  than 
on  the  immense  sums  that  she  pays  to  these  Bar- 
barians. Mr.  3.  had  no  doubt  that  the  proposed 
fleet  wodld  have  its  intended  efi^t.  He  despair- 


ed of  either  buying  a  truce  or  buying  an  ally.  A* 

to  die  militu  of  Algiers,  they  could  not  be  brought 
into  action  against  frigates.  He  considered  the 
charge  of  hiring  the  Algerines,  as  an  unfounded 
accusation  on  the  honor  of  Britain.  He  could  not 
bring  himself  to  believe  that  she  was  cabbie  of  a 
conduct  so  exceedingly  disgracefuL  He  had  no 
direct  evidence  to  convince.  It  might  be  objected 
to  this  armament,  that  it  would  augment  the  Na- 
tional Debt  and  throw  too  much  mfluence  into 
the  bands  of  the  Executive  Qovernment.  But  the 
same  objection  might  be  started  against  every  ai- 
mament  whatever. 

Mr.  MoaRAY  said,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Madison,]  yesterday  observed  that  he  was 
not  a  little  surprised  that  those  who  a  few  days 
since  had  appeared  so  alarmed  at  the  phantom  of 
war,  should  on  this  question  appear  so  willing  to 
meet  it.  He  would  remark  that  those  geatleawD 
were  alarmed  at  a  shadow  which  appeared  fol- 
lowed by  the  substance  of  war  and  were  unwiUiDg 
to  do  anything  that  might  lead  to  a  war  that  did 
not  yet  exist.   But  we  were  now  at  war  with  Al- 

S'en*andhadnochoice.  Theyhadbeenatwarwith 
e  United  States  ever  since  the  end  of  the  Rero- 
lutionary  war.  The  Spaniards  and  Fortngnese 
kept  them  within  the  Mediterranean.  Gentlemea 
who  are  averse  to  the  retwrt,  hold  up  two  substi- 
tute measures:  one,  which  was  suggested,  aad 
has  been  a^ued  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Madison,]  is,  that  we  ought  to  grant  a  sua 
to  Portugal  for  ner  protection  of  our  trade.  The 
other  is,  that  commercial  regulations  wHl  accoia- 
plish  our  protection.  He  liked  neither.  The  hM, 
if  permanent,  will  withdraw  all  temptatioa  £pHa 
G»at  Britain  to  interpose  her  good  offices.  The 
first  is  wcnse;  it  is  subsidizing  Portugal  at  the  ex- 
pense of  our  own  people,  and  that  loo  without 
security.  Gentlemen  would  make  it  the  interest 
of  Portugal  to  make  such  breaches  trues  u 
would  occasionally  withdraw*  protection,  and 
oblige  us  to  subsidize  her  higher.  It  would  eieata 
a  disgraceful  dependence  one  foreign  Powel^alU 
weaken  the  spirit  of  our  marine ;  'miereas,  if  yon 
fit  out  frigates,  you  emfrfoy  your  money  in  bou- 
ishing  the  roots  of  your  own  industry ;  you  aieoa> 
rage  your  own  ship-building,  lumber,  and  victnal- 
ing  business.  He  believed,  that  howevwr  tine 
might  be  the  suspicion  of  British  interference  id 
Indian  affairs,  and  he  feared  it  was  too  true,  ha 
did  not  believe  the  evidence  as  to  Algerine  Ulte^ 
ference  strcMog  enough  to  induce  an  aiguiD*Bt 
wainst  the  report,  under  a  supposition  that  as 
G&eat  Britain  bad  efiectedthe  truce,  so  she  wouM 
aid  Algiers  against  us.  He  thought  so,  because  it 
was  not  now  as  much  her  interest  as  it  ^^"^ 
times  of  peace.  In  times  of  peace,  bad  she  let  ipo» 
the  Algerines,  her  own  navigation  would  haTe*** 
enabled  to  carry  for  us,  but  now  it  would  be  mo- 
lested by  the  French.  He  did  not  believe  natiMJ 
more  than  persons,  would  do  wrong  pvely  oat  w 
evil  designs  devoid  of  interest ;  the  greatest  Ty* 
lian  would  not.  At  present,  their  ships  are  UM^ 
to  attack  from  the  French^and  he  had  it  f^omg^ 
ambority,  that  so  far  were  the  British  from  ban"J 
advantaged  themselves  if  they  had  been  ao 
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i  diatscarcelyaBritishshipbadappearedsiDceiDour 
[  ports.  The  ship  frigates  would  be  able  to  blockade 
the  Oat  of  Gibraltar ;  the  Algerines  did  not  sail  in 
fleets;  they  wanted  plunder,  not  glory;  when  they 
discovered  they  had  to  get  the  £st  by  hard  fight- 
ing, they  would  listen  to  peace,  accompaaied  by 
looaeT.  Spain,  it  was  true,  nad  purchased  a  peace, 
but  there  was  a  hereditarr  i&Teteracy  against 
Spaiik,  and  a  facility  of  tttacking  her  shores  which 
we  need  not  fear,  so  it  was  her  interest  to  buy  a 
peace  when  war  could  bring  her  nothing  but  a 
glory  that  almost  disgraced  her  armies ;  as  to  jeal- 
Msy  of  power  in  the  ExeeotiTe,  he  hoped  to  see 
ft  pn^ier  equipoise  in  the  powers  (A  this  QoTerDh 
meat:  but,  when  jmmt  oecasioos  ocettrired,  be 
hoped  Congros  would  nerer  refiise  the  adequate 
means  to  enable  the  Sxecutive  todischargeits  Con- 
stitutional duties. 

Mr.  GooDBUB  obsetved,  that  the  Committee 
lud  carefully  looked  over  the  statement  of  the  ma- 
rine force  01  Algiers  for  sevetal  years  back,  and 
bad  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  six  vessels  would 
be  equal  to  the  purpose  intended.  There  was  no 
ground  to  suppose  Algiers  would  have  more  force 
at  present  than  she  had  during  her  war  with  Por- 
tal^. He  had  no  doubt  that  the  Algerines  were 
let  loose  on  the  American  commerce  to  prevent 
mp^es  going  to  France,  and  while  the  war  lasts, 
we  shall  not  be  able  to  buy  a  peace.  It  is  said, 
tfaat  the  truce  was  but  for  a  year,  and  in  six  months 
it  will  expire.  He  did  not  wish  to  depend  on  that 
wiien  the  eril  is  so  great  And  yihj  depend  on  Por- 
ta^l?  Bhe  is  more  under  the  influence  of  Bri- 
tain dian  any  other  nation  in  Europe.  When  Bri- 
tain has  been  at  the  trouble  of  stipulating  a  peace 
ftnr  Portugal,  will  she  suffer  that  nation  to  assist 
OS  1  Certainly  not.  Or  is  it  wise  to  stand  by  and 
depend  upon  such  a  resource  ? 

Mr.  BiLiDiBon  said,  that  gentlemen  thought  so 
differently  on  this  subject,  and  advanced  arcu- 
naents  against  his  side  of  the  question  of  such  a 
tifferent  nature,  tfaat  itwas  difficultor  impossible  to 

S're  them  an  answer.  He  then  proceeded  to  quote 
e  speech  of  Mr.  GoooaoE ;  when  that  gentle- 
tleman  rose  to  explain.  Mr.  M.  then  proceeded  to 
notice  the  weeches  of  Mr.  Fitzsihons  and  Mr. 
B.  SHrm.  Both  of  these  gentlemen  were  up  more 
tluLn  once  to  explain,  as  naving  been  misquoted. 
In  a  speech  of  considerable  len^,  he  was  not  suf- 
fared  long  toproceed  without  mterrnptions  of  ex- 
lilaiiatioD.  This  pRodneed  a  aoene  of  altercation. 
One  eireomstanee,  however,  was  mentionedby  Mr. 
TrrenHOHB  that  deserves  paitieular  notice.  From 
AfRil  to  I>eeember  next,  be  said,  the  insurance  on 
American  ships  from  Elngland  and  the  rest  of  Eu- 
rope, will  not  be  len  than  twenty-flve  per  cent,  of 
teir  T«kn  tm  account  of  the  A^erines. 

The  Honse  now  adjoaraed,  without  taking  any 
fMstion. 


MONUAY,  February  10. 

A  amnorial  of  Samuel  Swann,  of  the  city  of 
^UduBOndf  in  behalf  oi  himself  and  others,  was 
^RMUad  to  the  Htnse  and  read,  pravin^  tlut  an 
Additional  iutf  may  be  imyoaad  «  toe  importa- 


fH-orB. 


tion  of  forei^  coals,  or  such  encouragement  given 
to  the  opemng  of  coal  mines  within  the  I^ited 
States,  as  to  tka  wisdom  of  Congress  shall  seem 

meet. 

Ordered,  Tfaat  tfae  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  Mr.  Watts,  Mr.  Coit,  and  Mr.  Hihoman  ; 
that  they  do  examine  tfae  matter  thereof,  and  re- 
port the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon. 

Tfae  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  oy  the  Senate  to  tfae  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  providing  for  the  relief  of  such  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Saint  Domingo,  resident  within  the 
United  States,  as  may  be  found  in  want  ttf  sop- 
port.** 

JtetolveeU  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
said  amendment. 

The  SpEAKEB  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  acetnn- 
panying  bis  account  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures for  tfae  War  Department,  from  the  1st  of 
July^  to  the  31$t  of  December,  1793,  inchisive; 
which  were  readj  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

DELAWARE  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  Henry  Latimer,  of  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, etmi^ining  of  an.  trodne  election  and  re- 
turn of  Jmn  Patton,  to  serve  as  a  member  of  &is 
House,  for  the  said'  State,  made  the  following 
report:  ' 

"  That  the  said  Heniy  Latuner  complains  of  the  Ille- 
gality of  the  said  election  on  the  foUowiug  grounds,  to 
wit :  tfaat  tfae  Legislature  of  the  State  of  DeUtrue,  in 
punuance  of  tfae  Conatitation  of  the  United  Sl^toi^ 
pBseed  an  act  on  the  26tfa  of  October,  1790,  directing 
tfae  election  of  a  Representative  for  the  said  State  in  tli* 
Congreu  of  the  United  States,  by  wfaicfa  it  is  enacted 
that  every  person  conung  to  vote  fat  a  Representative^ 
agreeably  to  the  directitms  of  the  said  act,  Aaji  ddive^ 
in  writing,  on  one  ticket*  or  ineee  of  paper,  die  nsmas 
of  two  persons,  inhabitants  of  the  State,  <»e  of  vHimb« 
at  least,  shall  not  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  same  ooon^ 
with  faiiouelf,  to  be  voted  for  as  Representative. 

"  That,  at  the  said  election  in  Newcastle  conn^,  a 
number  of  votes  or  tickets,  containing  the  names  of  tfie 
saiii  Henry  Iistimer  and  Solomon  It^well,  both  inha* 
bitants  of  the  same  county,  were  by  the  Judges  of  llha 
said  election,  deemed  illenl,  and  rejedsd, 

*«Tlut,  at  die  ssid  dection  in  Kent  eoun^,  Soax 
votes  or  tidLet^  ctmtaining  the  nsmes  of  the  said  Hen- 
ry Latimer  and  George  T^uit,both  inhabitant  of  New* 
castle  coun^,  were,  hf  the  J^idgee  of  die  dediim,  w* 
jected  as  illegal. 

"  That,  at  the  election  in  Sussex  coun^,  a  number 
of  votes  or  tickets,  not  lesa  than  fif^,  containing  tba 
name  of  John  Patton  only,  ss  tfae  Representative  of  dis 
said  State,  were  received  by  the  Jw^es  of  die  electiim, 
polled,  oountad,  and  induded  in  the  return  of  the  nid 
dection  i  that,  in  cmseqaenoe  of  die  nyecHMi  of  the 
mid  votes  in  Kent  coun^,  and  the  reoeption  of  tfa^ 
votes  before  mentioited  in  Snasez  county*  the  said  Jcba 
Patton  was  returned  as  exceeding  the  said  Henry  Lati- 
mer thirty,  in  number  of  votes. 

"  Tfae  committee  find  that  the  law  of  the  State  of 
Delaware,  for  regulating  the  election  of  a  aiembw  to 
this  House,  contains  the  regulation  stated  in  the  p^ 
dm,  and  diat  the  said  John  AkltHi  was  ntoznedtotfas 
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PiMident  oi  the  State  of  Dehwanr  u  tuving  S,STS 
▼otflB,  and  the  wid  Utaay  hatimex  w  haviiif  9^348 
votes.  Od  exmining  the  endenee  taken  in  tiUs  case, 
the  committew  find  the  following  beta  in  relation  totiie 
•leotkn  in  Nmrcaitle  ooantjt  to  wit: 

"  That  a  condderable  number  of  to  tea  or  tkketi  con* 
taining  the  namea  of  Heniy  Latimer  and  Solomon 
Maxwell  were  rejected  aa  illegal,  oa  being  both  inhabit- 
anta  of  Newcaatle  county  i  the  predae  number  of  nud 
TOtes  is  not  Bflcertained.  One  witneaa,  Robert  Hamil* 
Ion,  who  acted  as  an  Inapector  or  Judge  of  the  election, 
dedaring  that  he  kept  a  list  of  such  rejected  votes  till 
be  was  fatigued;  that  when  he  discontinued,  they 
ammmted  to  upirarda  of  aeren^.  Another  witneaa, 
Jamea  Evea,  who  likewise  acted  as  an  Inspector  at  the 
■dd  electhm,  declaring  tiiat  he  Ant  began  to  keep  such 
M  Ust  of  reacted  votes,  and  coant«d  upwards  of  thirty, 
irtwn  be  changed  seats  wfdl  HaraBtim,  who  otmtinoed 
to  heap  the  aaid  list,  as  abofo  mentioned,  and  that  he 
waa  informed  by  Hamilton,  some  honra  bdbve  ^read 
big  ctf  the  votea  was  condoded,  that  the  number  of  the 
said  rejected  votea  then  amoonted  to  upwards  of  Htj. 
It  aifiean,  by  a  le&rence  to  offieul  documents,  that  the 
amount  of  votea  counted  and  polled  at  the  election  in 
the  a^  eoanty  fer  Cknemor  of  Oe  State,  waa  1,302, 
and  dte  niBBbv  poBed  and  counted  far  a  member  of 
thia  House  waa  onhr  I486,  oenatitutiog  a  Afierence  of 
aiity-foor  votea.  The  committee  find  the  following 
ftcts  in  relation  to  Kent  county :  that  four  votes  or 
tickets  having  the  names  of  Henry  Latimer  and  Oeorge 
Truit,  both  inhabitants  of  Nowcwtle  county,  were,  on 
Aat  account,  rejected  as  illf^ ;  and  that  twenty-two 
votea  or  tickets,  containing  the  names  of  John  Patton 
nd'sMne  ottier  iidiabitanta  of  Kent  ooun^,  wne  like- 
iria*  r^eetad  a*  IDegaL 

t  The  fidl6wing  fteu  ^ipew  In  relation  to  Soasex 
eoanty :  that,  at  the  eommenoement  of  the  election  in 
Ao  Mid  county,  a  questioQ  arose  as  to  the  legah^  of 
votea  or  tickets  containing  only  one  name,  and,  after 
•Kse  contest,  it  waa  resotred  the  managers  of  the 
steetion  to  receive  all  such  votM,  and  to  leave  the  de- 
Mmination  of  diefa-  legality  to  the  House  of  Rei»eaent- 
albes  of  flw  ITniled  States.  It  flutter  appears  by  the 
mUmce,  that,  on  a  late  examination  of  tne  votea  or 
ttAela  whidi  had  been  polled  or  counted  at  the  said 
election,  there  were  aixty.eight  single  votes  received  and 
•ounted  for  John  Patton,  and  nine  dogle  votes  for 
■etHT  Latknor. 

**  nett  the  dmve  stmtsment  of  facts,  tfie  fiillowing 
Mchndone  appear  to  the  committee  to  result : 

"  Th^  John  Patton  waa  letDmed  aa  duly  elected,  by 
a  muiKi^  of  tiUifr  votes. 

"That,  agreeam  to  the  Bledion  Law  ct  Delaware, 
Htb  Arar  votes  in  Kent  coop^  contahibig  die  namea  of 
Heni7  Lalhner  and  Oeorge  Tmit,  which  were  ngected, 
ought  to  have  been  received  and  counted  for  Henry 
L^imet;  and  the  dxty-eight  sbigte  votes  in  Suasex 
eoanbr>  which  wen  lecerred  and  counted  for  the  said 
John  Patton,  cnght  to  have  been  rejected ;  that,  if  the 
aiWMaH  fmr  votes  in  Kent  ootmty  had  been  received, 
wui  Ihn  afcreadf  abt^'dght  votes  bi  Sussex  countr 
Imi  been  ngeeted,  aa  waa  reqidred  law,  the  sud 
Henry  Latimer  woidd  have  had,  after  dedncting  tte 
afne  single  votea,  received  and  counted  iir  Um  bi  Sns- 
BMteooii^,  amuori^oftturfrf-tilTeevotee.  The  com- 
mittee are,  therefore,  of  t^nion  that  John  Patton  is  not 
enHtied  to  a  seat  fai  tUs  House;  th^ are  alsoofo^nion 
Aat  Henry  Latimer  is  entitfed  to  a  seat  in  this  House 
aotte  RepnaentatiKe  of  the  State  of  Delaware." 


Stotenunt. 

Votes  for  John  Pattm 
Dednet  single  votes  in  Soasex  county  - 


MA 


Votes  for  Henry  Latfaner 
Add  njaelad  votea  in  Kent 


Dednet  bad 


Hi^^  for  Heuy  Latimer  - 

This  report  wsls  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  Honse,  accompanied  certain 
wiittm  observations  thereon  by  die  shtiog  mem- 
ber, tending  to  controre rt  the  reasoning  and  cofr 
cluBioais  ofthe  said  report 

TONNAGE  DUnSS  UPON  FRENOB  VESOUS. 

The  House  resumed  the  eonsideration  of  the 
report  ofthe  committee  appointed  to  inqnire  into 
and  report  a  state  of  facts  respecting  suadrf 
French  vessels,  which  have  taken  refuge  ia  m 
ports  of  the  United  Stetesi,  and  theit  opinioD  a 
the  propriety  of  remitting  the  foreign  tonuge 
thereon. 

Mr.  S.  SHitH  reconunended  the  remiMon  of 
the  duties.  Accident  and  distress  had  focced  thw 
peojde  into  the  harbors  of  the  United  Statas,  ud 
It  would  be  unbecoming  the  political  eonomw 
of  this  country  with  the  Frendi  Republic,  t»we 
such  an  undue  advantage.  , 

Mr.  FiTzsiiCDics  considered  the  remisaioa  a 
the  duties  as  an  act  of  iustice.  These  vmeism 
some  of  them  been  obliged  to  lie  for  six  montlu 
in  the  ports  of  Arnica,  before  they  could  gel 
away,  and  to  sell  part  of  their  carsoes  to  pay  w 
their  necessary  expenses.  This  auine  pot  an  end 
to  all  prospect  of  profit  by  the  voyage,  and  w  • 
sufficient  loss  to  the  owners,  without  me  payment 
of  the  duties. 

Several  other  members  spoke  to  the  ^i*^^ 
It  was  at  last  agreed  that  the  tonnage  should  m 
remitted,  and  the  committee  was  ordered  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  diat  purpose. 

VESSELS  OF  WAiE. 

The  House  then  went  again  into  a  Co""f*?J 
of  the  Wh(^  on  die  state  of  the  Unions  lad,  w 
propisitwu  for  building  vutdry  vessels  baag  ^ 
der  CMuideratioK, 

Mr.  BoDBU  approred  of  the  propooed  snu^ 
ment  of  font  4i%un  ships  mmA  two  ^^^^zi 
ffuns,  against  the  Algerines.  It  had  1>^||^*^ 
that  they  would  be  inadequate  to  the  jwrpo^ 
since  fintain  would  interpose.  There 
of  proof  that  ah«  would  do  so,  nor  is  it  lik«T  ""J 
she  will,  because  it  is  her  <^?*^!'|[^ 
far  aa  posaibte,  her  connexian  with  dii*  c^MHir 
With  regard  to  Portugal,  it  is  very  1>«*«*''5L2 
reelnm npoB  h«r  Muatuieew  Her  sMdiag*"" 


Digitized  by  GooqIc 


1 


44« 


446 


FmoART,  1794.} 


ViuteU  of  War. 


[H.OPR. 


to  conToy  the  American  merchaQtmen  was  not  a 
nroper  foundation  to  say,  that  she  had  already 
DTOKen  the  trace  with  Algiers,  as  had  been  alleged, 
[by  Mr.  Nicholas.]  It  was  the  established  cns- 
tom,  in  cases  of  this  kind,  to  protect  the  ships  that 
wen  trading  to  any  particalar  country  whicn  hap- 

Eied  to  make  a  peace  with  any  of  the  States  of 
rbary.  Bpain  often  did  the  same  thing,  nor 
was  it  complained  of  by  the  Algerines  them- 
selves. There  was  a  great  risk  in  depending  upon 
so  precftrious  a  resource  as  the  Nary  of  Portugal. 
He  diould  be  glad,  besides  adopting  the  resolution 
on  the  taUe,  that  the  Executive  might  be  author- 
ized to  eng^  the  antstaaee  of  Ponngal,  if  it  was 
pnetiflable.  BIr.  B.  iHofevacd  that  Ee  bad  met 
inch  no  satis&etwy  CTidence  that  Britain  had  ex- 
cited the  Algerinea  to  the  present  war.  Ha  re- 
gommeaded  the  annanwnt. 

Mr.  Ltman  was  of  opinicm  that  the  A^erinee 
acted  by  the  instigation  of  Britain.  He  wottM  as 
seoa  qoestitm  the  existence  of  the  resolution  be- 
fore them,  as  question  that  The  proposed  arma- 
ment must  bring  on  a  very  certain  expense,  for  a 
Tery  uncertain  adraauge.  He  apprehended  no 
danger  from  the  Algeriaes,  <m  the  coasts  of  Ame- 
rica. Though  Britain  might  not  venture  openly 
to  support  the  Corsairs,  yet  she  c<wiM  do  it  elan- 
destinety,  as  she  so|^rted  the  Indianib  He  dis- 
approval of  the  intended  armament  for  many  rea- 
sons—one of  which  was,  that  though  (600,000  hod 
been  stated  by  the  Conuaittee  as  t^  expense  d 
it,  that  aum  wonU  not  half  disehaEge  the  ex- 
poiaes.  He  recommended  that  prtvate  individu- 
als shoold  be  encowaged  to  fit  ont  vewels  for  at- 
tacking the  Algerinea. 

Mr.HiLLBOoeB  had  heard  of  no  expedient  suit- 
able to  the  end  in  view,  except  that  of  sending  ont 
a  fleet.  He  ridiculed  tne  ivoj«:t  (tf  attempting  to 
ei»eourage  individuab  to  attack  the  Algeriaes. 
He  ask^  if  a  Legislatore,  in  the  possession  of 
their  senses,  coold  laney  that  private  persons  were 
to  be  iadneed  to  squander  away  their  property  in 
soch  a  way,  without  compensation  ?  Was  there 
any  body  so  lost  to  all  common  sense,  as  to  em- 
bark in  such  an  nndertakinff  ?  As  to  the  mterfer- 
ence  of  Britain,  he  was  wuling  to  take  that  for 
granted.  But  could  the  members  return  to  their 
eonstitaents.  and  tell  them  that  Congress  could  do 
nothing  in  this  matter  because  Britain  had  been 
the  occasion  of  it  ?  He  observed,  that  a  more  hu- 
miliating sitnation  coidd  not  be  conceived,  than 
drnt  <if  America  becoming  tributary  to  Portugal, 
and  going  there  to  tell  her  that  Americans  c(mld 
not  protect  themselves.  Such  an  application  must 
wound  the  honor  of  the  United  States  in  a  most 
senrible  manner.  Qentlemen  had  said,  the  other 
day,  that  Britain  would  submit  to  any  hardship 
sooner  than  declare  war  against  this  conotry.  It 
was  now  said  by  members  on  the  same  side  of  the 
question,  that  she  will  assist  Algiers  by  sending 
her  miUtaty  suppKes.  These  assertions  are  incon- 
sistent. ITBritain  sends  ships  of  war  to  Algiers, 
she  must  come  to  an  open  rupture  with  America, 
for  he  understood  that,  by  the  Law  of  Nations,  it 
must  be  die  consequraice. 
Mr.  Darmt  found  many  dlflteulties  ifi  this 


matter ;  but  he  was  willing  to  adopt  the  measure 
proposed,  because  he  saw  nothing  better. 

Mr.  Hunter  said  that  the  damage  sustained  by 
trade,  from  the  Algerines,  is  not  so  great  an  ob- 
ject as  to  deserve  such  an  expense:  especially 
since  Portugal  ofi^rs  to  protect  that  part  of  our 
shipping  which  is  bound  to  and  from  her  Domi- 
nions. It  has  been  said  bv  several  gentlemen^ 
that  the  only  motive  whicn  induced  Britain  to 
make  a  truce  with  the  Algerines  was,  to  get  the 
Portuguese  fleet  to  join  her  in  attacking  their 
common  enemy,  the  Republic  of  France.  It  had 
been  said  by  one  gentleman,  that  Britain  had  more 
interest  to  set  the  Algerines  loose  upcm  American 
commerce  before  the  war  than  since.  This  waa 
a  very  mistaken  idea.  Bdbre  the  war,  our  trade 
with  Britain  in  regard  to  insurance,  was  upon 
equal  terms.  Bat  as  soon  as  Britain  engaged  in 
the  war  with  France,  the  instunnce  on  lier  own 
vessels  rose  very  high.  Her  own  insurance  com- 
panies would  not  insure  the  freight  of  British  ves- 
sels, and  the  property  of  her  own  subjects,  on  the 
same  low  terms  that  they  wotild  insure  on  Ame^- 
rican  vessels  and  American  property.  This  pre- 
ference was  extremely  provoki^  to  the  pride  of 
Britain,  particularly  as  the  nation  thus  preferred 
had  been,  but  a  few  years  before,  her  own  subjects. 
Her  seamen  were  likewise  quitting  her  service  for 
that  of  America.  Thus,  her  carrying  trade  must 
have  been  cut  up  by  the  roots.  It  was  no  more 
dishonorable  for  America  to  get  a  peace  made 
with  Aljoers  by  means  of  Porti^gaL  than  it  had 
been  for Tortu^  to  get  a  peace  m  the  same  quar- 
ter hy  means  of  Britain.  He  did  not  think  that 
Britain  would  ever  suffer  America  to  get  a  peaee 
if  she  could  help  it,  as  long  as  the  war  lasted}  fw 
then  America  would  take  off  the  carrying  trade. 
She  could  supply  the  Algeriaes  with  snips,  under 
the  pretence  of  being  their  allies :  and  then,  when 
they  were  emplojred  against  America,  say  that 
she  could  not  help  iL  Mr.  H.  was  averse  to  the  ar- 
mament. 

Mr.  MoRRAT  could  not  believe  that  Britain  had 
been  guilty  of  any  design  of  exciting  the  Alge- 
rines against  the  United  States.  It  was  oppo^te 
to  her  mterest,  and  he  could  not  believe  any  na- 
tion capable  oi  such  a  crime  only  for  its  own  sake. 

Mr.  Q1LE8  said  that  Britain  was  at  length  ac- 
knowledged to  be  the  cause  of  the  AJgetine  lura* 
cies.  It  was  now  said  to  be  for  the  sue  of  reduc- 
ing France.  The  baseness  of  the  end  corresponded 
with  the  atrocity  of  the  measures  employed  to 
produce  it ;  for  he  should  always  consider  it  as 
one  of  the  greatest  of  crimes  for  one  nation  to  at- 
tempt the  subjection  of  another.  As  to  the  state 
of  insurance,  the  gendeman  (torn  South  Carolina 

Sir.  Hunter]  had  spoke  rightly.  Mr.  G.  said 
at  with  respect  to  what  he  had  formerly  ob- 
served, about  Algerine  militia,  he  had  been  mis- 
taken. He  did  not  intend  to  say  that  the  four 
American  frigates  were  to  go  to  land,  and  give 
battle  to  a  hundred  thousand  Africans ;  but  if  a 
nation  could,  by  an  effort,  assemble  so  numerous 
a  militia,  they  can  surely  [woduce  a  maritime 
force  more  than  equal  to  four  frigates.  He  could 
not  think  gentlemen  s^ous  in  [mpOBittg  to  send 
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them  against  Algiers.  He  adverted  to  the  nume- 
roas  dangers  to  which  they  were  exposed  bjr  sea, 
at  aneh  an  immense  distance  from  their  own 
country.  It  had'  be«n  said  by  a  gentleman  [Mr. 
Dssteh]  who,  whenever  he  happened  to  be  in  the 
wrong,  had  a  very  happy  talent  at  making  him- 
wlf  appear  to  be  in  the  nght,  that  the  inconreni- 
ence  of  seas  and  tempests  would  be  no  greater  to 
tke  Americans  than  to  the  Algerines.  But  the 
member  had  overlooked  this  great  difference:  that 
the  latter,  if  any  accident  befel  them  which  re- 
quired a  friendly  port,  were  not  far  from  home ; 
whereas,  the  former  nad  to  sail  3,000  miles.  A 

fentleman  [Mr.  S.  Smith]  had  mentioned  several 
arbors  of  France,  Spain,  and  Portiu;al,  to  which 
the  American  frigates  might  retire,  ii  they  wanted 
repairs.  He  was  not  sure  that  ther  would  be 
welcome  at  present  in  the  ports  of  either  Spain  or 
Portugal  As  to  France,  from  the  measures  that 
we  seem  lately  to  pursue,  it  is  very  uncertain 
whether  she  would  much  longer  give  the  Ameri- 
can flag  a  friendly  reception.  Gibraltar  had  like- 
wise been  held  out  as  a  place  where  the  intended 
fleet  might  be  sure  of  a  hospitable  retreat.  But 
this,  likewise,  he  thoueht  very  doubtful.  He  con- 
sidered navies  altc^etner  as  very  foolish  things. 
An  immense  quantity  of  property  was  spread  on 
the  water  for  no  purpose  whatever,  which  might 
have  been  employed  by  land  to  the  best  purpose. 
The  old  GoTernment  of  France  had  been  mined 
ia  a  great  measure  by  the  expenses  of  its  navy. 
En^nd  groaned  under  a  great  part  of  her  im- 
mense load  of  taxes  from  the  same  cause.  He 
was  persuaded  that  four  frigates  would  not  even 
form  an  additional  motive  to  make  the  Regency 
of  Alters  conclude  a  peace.  He  was  afraid  the 
Algerues  would  laiigh  at  them. 

Mr.  8.  Shitb  saia  it  was  a  singular  example  of 
integrity,  in  the  present  age.  wSl  would  be  the 
wonder  of  posterity,  that  Captain  O^rieu  and 
Captain  Stephens  never  had  accepted  of  any  of- 
fers from  the  Algerines.  We  have  now  been  told 
that  eleven  ships  are  taken.  Some  of  these  are 
not  commanded  by  natives  of  America,  and  it 
cannot  be  surprismg  if  renegadoes  are  found 
among  them.  Portugal,  with  only  three  ships, 
had  blocked  up  the  corsairs :  what,  then,  was  to 
hinder  America  from  accomplishing  the  same  end 
with  six  ships  7  Where  Portugal  has  one  ship  on 
the  ocean,  America  has  ten.  She  is,  therefore, 
ten  times  as  able  as  Portugal  to  beat  the  Alge- 
rines; and  yet  we  are  told  that  she  cannot  do  it. 
He  had  one  objection  to  the  fleet :  he  wished  that 
the  two  20^:un  ships  had  been  made  to  carry  36 
ffuns,  as  heuncied,from  the  shortnessof  their  keels, 
that  they  would  not  be  able  to  keep  up  with  the 
44-g;uQ  vessels.  He  said  that  the  Algerines  had 
no  place  of  shelter  till  they  got  home,  as  they 
were  not  admitted  into  the  harbors  of  any  other 
nation.  He  asked,  who  would  join  this  country, 
when  we  declared  that  we  could  do  nothing  t  It 
was  disgraceful  to  Republicans  to  be  in  such  a 
situation.  He  was  sure  that  this  defenceless  state 
was  contrary  to  the  maxims  of  the  Republics  of 
all  former  ages.  He  was  sorry,  when  he  heard 
gentlemen  who  called  themselves  Republicans, 
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vindicate  such  pusillanimous  measures.  He  sw- 
pected  that  they  were  at  bottom  friends  to  Mo- 
narchy, and  wished  to  hring  it  back  again.  He 
then  proceeded  to  demonstrate  that  Atnericm 
would  lose  infinitely  more  by  the  rise  of  losor- 
ance,  than  she  would  save  by  setting  aside  this 
armament.  He  closed  by  once  more  asking,  whe- 
ther the  United  States  could  not  perform  that  witk 
six  ships  which  the  ^ueen  of  Portugal  bad  per- 
formed with  three  t 

The  Committee  now  rose  without  coming  to 
any  decision. 


Tdebdat,  February  11. 
TheHouse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  on  the  bill  for  extending  the  time 
for  transmitting  the  oaths  of  absent  owners  of  ves- 
sels, and  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Jenkins  and 
Sons;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  bill  under  ccmsideration,  and  made  an 
amendment  thereto ;  which  wu  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Vbhabm,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  remianon  of  the  dntiei 
arising  on  die  tonnage  of  sondly  French  ressds 
which  have  taken  lenige  in  die  ports  of  the  Unit- 
ed States;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  Trdhbull,  fr<Ha  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  memorials  of  the  people  called 
Quakers,  at  their  yeariy  meeting,  held  m  Rhode 
Island,  in  the  year  1793 ;  of  the  delates  from  the 
several  Societies  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery,  in  convention  assembled  at  Philadelphia, 
on  the  ust  day  of  January  last ;  and  of  the  Provi- 
desxce  Society  for  abolishing  the  Slave  Trade,  made 
a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hooae  on 
Monday  next. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

A  report  was  read  from  the  committee  appmnt- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  fortificatunu  of 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States. 

It  was  moved  and  agreed  to  read  the  report  a 
second  time.  The  committee  had  not  been  able 
to  complete  their  investigation ;  but,  in  the  meen* 
time,  they  recommendea  that  the  sum  of  .  — 
dollars  should  be  assigned  for  the  security  <^  the 
harbor  of  Norfolk. 

Mr.  Datton  objected  to  the  adopting  this  mo- 
tion without  due  consideratiott. 

Mr.  Tbact  moved  that  the  snl^ect  should  be 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  £ 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  thz  House  again  re- 
solved itself  mto  a  Committee  of  the  Mlkole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Tracy  had  wished  for  more  information. 
He  supposed  that  the  Committee  would  report 
nothing  but  authentic  facts ;  yet  gentlemen  nad 
objected  to  the  report,  as  not  well  grounded.  He 
thought  the  committee  right  in  the  measure  which 
they  pointed  out.  If  we  are  not  able  to  defend 
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oonelTU,  we  must  ^re  up  the  trade ;  and  if  the 
iBteiporitifHi  of  ^tain  was  a  proper  reason  for 
not  pnshiag  the  iUgerme  bosioess,  the  same  argu- 
ment wns  sufficient  for  ^ving  op  the  Western 
frmtiers,  because  the  Induns  wen  said  to  be  as- 
nsled  by  the  Mtiafi.  In  Ae  same  way  are  we  to 
give  up  the  sea,  because  Britain  may  possibly 
aaaist  the  Alrmnes,  as  well  as  the  Indians?  Are 
we  not  todeiend  ourselres  ?  Are  we  not  to  guard 
■gainst  the  oae  as  well  as  the  other  t  Are  we  to 
recal  our  militia  from  the  frontiers?  It  is  said 
that  there  is  no  danger  oo  the  sea-coast  from  the 
Aljgerioes,  and  therefore  we  have  no  occasion  for 
ahips  of  war.  But  if  we  lay  down  our  muskets, 
are  we  in  no  danger  from  the  Indians  t  A  mem- 
ber has  just  now  stated,  that  an  English  ship  of 
war  had  behaved  at  Norfolk  with  the  ^eatest 
insolence.  Tliis  shows  how  improper  it  is  to  be 
exposed.  If  we  cannot  defend  our  commerce,  give 
it  up.  Why  should  people  try  to  walk  who  can- 
not stand  t  Tne  objecton  t^nst  the  armameBt 
are  peony-wise  and  pound^odish.  He  thooj^t  it 
a  sorry  compliment  to  the  good  sense  of  the  Unit- 
ed States^  of  the  Ctmgress,  and  the  Legislature,  to 
■ay,  that  if  we  build  six  ships  this  rear,  we  must 
Jtererstop  till  we  build  one  or  two  hundred. 

Mr.  T.  complained  of  the  perpetual  aliasing  m 
the  business  or  the  House,  to  the  oanking  and  fund- 
ing systems.  Gentlem«i  should  hare  his  very 
humue  thanks,  if  they  would  acgue  the  question 
on  ite  own  grounds.  He  had  for  some  lime  doubted 
whether  it  might  not  be  for  the  adrantage  of  Go- 
▼ernment  to  tell  people,  at  once,  to  defend  th«n- 
■dves,  as  they  could  expect  no  protection  from  this 
eoontry.  Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  T.  was  of  <^inion, 
that  this  country  was  so  circumstanced  as  to  ro- 
oniie  the  people  to  arm  themselves ;  unless  gen- 
Uemen  would  pn^pose  some  other  or  better  reiuedy 
far  lepelliug  the  usuries  we  sustain. 

Alb.  FmeiMOHs  defondedtheiepOTtof  theeonip 
mittee.  They  had  gone  upon  gooa  ground  in  pr»- 
posing  a  naral  armament,  and  he  mentitmed  nets 
to  prove  that  they  had  not  gone  by  their  own  opin- 
ions. He  observed  that  the  force  of  Al^ners  was 
nut  increased  since  the  independence  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  that  therefore  their  present  opera- 
tioos  could  not  be  viewed  as  more  pardenlarly 
aimed  at  America  than  formerly.  They  do  not 
want  our  |nrovisions  or  our  ships ;  pltmder  alone 
is  their  object;  general  plunder. 

Mr.  Madibon  said,  attempts  had  been  made  to 
reduce  the  present  question  to  a  peconiary  crite- 
rioD.  This  might  be  thou^^t  conclusive,  if  it  could 
be  done  with  due  accuracy.  The  calculations 
which  had  been  made  could  never  be  satis&ctory. 
To  Hwke  than  so,  there  ought  to  be  a  fbll  state- 
ment €i  the  amoont  the  aimanmt  would  cost,  and 
the  expense  it  would  mve  in  its  effect  on^insur- 
aiio&  TheKstatonents  moat  necessarily  be  made 
op  so  much  of  eo^tme,  Uiat  diey  eonld  not  lead 
to  a  very  definite  result  It  might  be  of  some  use, 
however,  in  preventing  errw,  to  understand  the 
tree  fffineiples  and  grounds  on  which  they  ought 
to  be  fonnra,  and  which  were  conceived  to  beuie 
ibUowing: 

To  the  expense  (tf  the  fleet,  as  estimated  by  tiw 


committee,  add  at  least  the  ordinary  excess  in  the 
executi<»i,  in  die  proportion  which  experience  in 
such  cases  sujggests.  Add  also,  the  instuance  on 
the  fleet  itadfTwhich  is  a  fair  and  very  important 
item  in  the  expense. 

Oa  the  other  side  of  the  account,  separate  tho 
West  India  trade,  which  is  out  of  the  Algeiine 
risk,  from  the  rest  of  the  trade ;  and  the  trade  to 
Spain,  Portu^  and  the  more  Southern  parts^ 
which  is  subject  to  a  greater,  from  the  trade  to 
the  Northern  parts  of  Europe,  which  is  snbject  to 
a  much  less,  if  to  any  risk. 

The  return  of  exports  for  1791,  is— 
To  the  West  Indies  -      -     -      -  6,566,489 
To  Spain  and  Portugal,  &c.     -      -  3,454,397 
ToNorthofBnrope-      -      -      -  8,550,665 

No  return  of  imports  benig  at  hand  for  the  same 
year,  Uke  the  preceding  year,  for  which  the 
amovnt  t^some  branches  is  known, 

and  eaU  it  t20,000,000 

Prom  the  West  Indies  -  -  -  ^000,000 
Prom  Spain  and  Portugal  -  -  930,873 
From  more  Southern  places  -  1,000,000 
From  North  of  Europe  -  -  -  1^000,000 
Exports  and  imports  to  and  from  the 

West  Indies   10,566,489 

On  this,  the  extra  insurance,  on  account  of  the 
AIffeT>ne  risk,  if  there  be  any,  oug^t  to  be  cal- 
cuhited,  as  also  on  the  value  of  the  tonnage  em- 
^oyed. 

Exports  to  and  from  Spain  and  Portu- 

gal  •3,464^ 

Deduct  what  will  continue  to  go  in 

neutral  vessels. 
Deduct  firom  balance  the  propordon  cf 

winter  freights  iriien.Algeiine8  are 

not  out. 

Calculate  on  the  final  balance  only  the  exti^ 
insurance. 

Exports  and  imports  to  and  from  North 
of  Europe       ....  $33^708 

Deduct  the  laige  proportion  that  will 
continue  to  go  in  neutral  vessels. 

Deduct  firom  the  balance' the  propor- 
tion of  winter  freights. 

Calculate  on  the  final  balance  only  the  extm 
insurance. 

Tonnage  to  and  from  Spain  and  Porto- 
gal    48,698  tUM. 

DMoet  fbr  winter  voyages. 
Calculate  on  the  baluice  only  the  extm  insnr- 

ance  t»  the  value  of  the  vessels. 

Tonnage  to  and  flrom  Ncffth  of  Bn- 
ufpe 

Deduct  for  winter  voyages. 

Calculate  OB  the  baluiee  only  the  extra  insur- 
ance. 

From  the  stmi  of  these  extra  insurances,  deduct 
the  ^portion  that  will  remain,  notwithstanding 
the  equipment  of  the  fleet,  and  which  will  conse- 
quently not  be  saved  by  the  expense  of  it. 

Mr.  M.  replied  to  several  or  the  arffummts  of 
the  geatlemea  who  were  m  &vor  oi  the  reetdn- 
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tions.  He  went  into  sone  minute  details  respect- 
ing trade  and  commerce;  and,  particularly,  re-, 
marked,  that  there  was  not  any  security  for  Por- 
tugal's renewing  the  truce  with  Algiers  after  the 
present  term  should  expire.  i 

Mr.  GoODBDE. — The  gentleman  [Mr.  MAoiaoN] 
last  up,  from  Virginia,  as  well  as  most  others  on 
his  side  of  the  question,  hare  rested  their  chief  ar- 
gument against  the  equipment  proposed  in  the 
resolution  before  us,  oa  the  probability  that  Spain 
and  Portugal  will,  after  the  pesent  war  in  Eerope 
is  over,  find  themselres  unoer  the  necessity  of  re- 
straining the  depredatiou  of  the  Algerine  corsairs 
on  our  trade,  from  the  want  they  will  always  be 
m  for  the  productions  of  this  country  for  their 
sttbfiiioence.  That  they  will  be  in  want  of  the  pro- 
ductions of  this  country,  and  that  they  cannot  well 
do  without  them,  is  granted ;  but  can  we  doubt  it 
vould  be  ^ood  policy  in  Great  Britain  to  continue 
the  Algenncs  in  i|eace  with  Spain  and  Portugal, 
and  in  nostility  with  us,  in  order  that  their  ships, 
instead  of  oars,  might  be  the  carriers  of  those  of 
our  articles  to  Spain  and  Portugal  which  are  so 
much  wanted?  This  would  be  increaong  the 
Britirii  carrying  trade  at  our  expense  indeed. 
Spain  and  Portugal  would  not  care  what  shuM 
brought  these  articles,  so  that  they  had  a  supiuy. 
It  is  ui  vain,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  we  pretend  to  be 
friends  to  the  trade  and  navigation  of  this  eoon- 
try,  while  we  refuse  to  prcNtect  it  The  merchants 
fcaow  it  is  within  our  ability  to  protect  it  against 
the  Algerine  corsairs,  and  unless  we  attempt  it, 
they  wm  justly  think  themselves  neglected.  And 
what  will  their  language  be  ^thai  you  hare  spetkl 
wum  than  a  million  of  dollars  annually,  for  seve- 
nU  years,  in  the  i»oteeti(m  of  oar  frontiers,  and 
now,  when  commerce,  the  source  of  all  <wr  reve- 
nue,  is  attacked,  ^ou  dwy  it  any  kind  of  protec- 
tion. Sorely  this  is  so  unjust  and  impolitic,  Aat 
it  cannot  be  expected  they  will  put  up  with  it. 

Mr<  HARBteoN  was  acainst  the  report ;  aod  Mr. 
MuRRAT  protracted  the  debate  some  minutes  l<Mft- 
er,  by  speaking  against  Mr.  Madison.  At  leogm 
the  qiM^m  was  called  for,  when  there  arose  in 
favor  of  the  report  47,  against  it  45. 

Mr.  New  br(Mj^;ht  in  a  report  fr<»i  the  commit- 
tee on  the  attiutioB  of  the  peojde  from  St.  Domia- 
ga  The  House  then  adjourned. 


Wbbmbsvay,  Pebrauy  18. 

An  en^ossed  bill  for  extending  the  time  for 
traosmittiBg  the  oaths  of  dwent  o^raen  of  vessels, 
and  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Jenkins  aad  Sons, 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  HoiHe  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  remission  of 
tbedutiee  arising  on  the  tonnage  of  stmdry  French 
vessels,  which  have  taken  refuge  in  the  ports  of 
the  United  States;  uid  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Commit- 
tee had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideradon,  and 
made  an  amendment  thereto ;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Hoose. 

Onkred,  That  the  said  biU,  with  the  Bmend- 


ment,  be  reeoauuiued  ta  Mr.  Tbkabia,  Mr.  Tal. 
BOT,  and  Mr.  Lyman. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  report  whether  any.  and  what 
alterations  or  amendii^nts  are,  in  their  opiniin, 
necessary  to  the  act  to  establish  the  Post  Oftet 
and  Post  Roads  of  the  United  States  and.  tfta 
tome  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  nee  lai 
r«p<»ted  progress. 

ThdbbdaTi  February  13. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Waller,  William  Todot, 
WiUiaia  Payne,  and  John  Ml>eBD,  of  Bo3tOD,iB 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  was  presented  to  the 
House,  and  read,  prayii^  that  an  additional  intj 
may  be  imposed  on  the  importation  of  window 
glass,  or  such  encouragement  given  to  the  mamh 
tWiture  of  the  said  artide  witbin  the  United  States, 
as  to  the  wisdom  of  Coi^tvees  sfaatt  seem  meet. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Watts,  Mr.  Coit,  and  Mr.  Hindmam,  to 
whom  were  refmed  the  several  memories  aw 
petitions  of  the  manofaeturers  of  paint,  hi  uk 
towns  of  Baltimore  and  Alexandria ;  of  the  deal- 
ers in  oil  and  painters'  colors ;  of  Thomsis  Pes^ 
sail,  and  ElijaJi  Pell ;  of  iWnas  Perkins  sad 
Company ;  and  of  Samnet  Swann ;  that  they  do 
enmuw  the  matser  thereof,  and  repoK  the  sime| 
wiUi  their  opinioii  therenp^  to  the  Home;  ud 
that  Mx.  Obxtbr,  BIr.  Gilbb,  Mr.  DlAnoit,  «u 
Mr.  Paob,  be  added  to  Ike  said  eonmnttee. 

The  Hotise  again  resolved  itoelf  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  ob  tbe  report  the  eott* 
mittee  appointed  to  report  irtieftfaer  aaay,  and  wb* 
alterations  or  amendment  are,  in  their  omntoB, 
neoessary  to  the  act "  to  establish  the  Post  Offi^ 
and  Post  Roads  within  the  United  Slates  f  and, 
^ter  some  time  spent  therem,  the  Committee 
and  reported  process. 

Mr.  Heath,  from  the  committee  to  whomww 
referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  TWj 
sury  on  the  memorial  of  Winthrop  S*'8«"*>?*I; 
a  report;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  m  hew 
the  table. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  Ho«se  to  ressw 
itself  into  a  CoBunittee  of  the  Whde  Hook  ob 
the  report  of  the  Standing  Coounittee  of  BncMVi 
in  the  case  of  the  petition  of  ilenrfIietiA^e<"^ 
{dainingftfammdne^timi  and  rc^t'^'^j^ 
Pattow,  the  member  remmed  to  wf",*. 
Hoose  for  the  State  of  DeUware,  being  <nM^'?l 

Rttolwdj  That  the  Committee  of  the  Wbo" 
House  he  discharged  from  proceeding  therecn,»" 
that  the  hearing  on  the  trial  of  the  said  coetesie" 
election  be  now  proceeded  on  in  the  House- 

Ordered,  That  the  petitioner,  on  his  P^^r 
admitted  to  the  bar  of^  the  House,  to  be  he«a  ■ 
support  of  the  allegatiuis  of  hb  petitioit.  . 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  heen»? 
the  trial  of  the  said  contested  election ;  a^*"^ 
deposittoBs  and  other  exhibits  being  P*'*'?-!^ 
as,  also,  the  observations  in  writing  of  the 
member  thereupon,  an  adjournment  *»» 
f«;  wherevpiHi, 
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prdendt  That  oU  fifftber  prooMdiosi  oa  the 
said  hearing  be  a4ioanKd  until  UHBonoiR. 

'  Fbidat,  Pebrnary  14. 

,        A  petition  of  NFClallen,  MacGr^r,  and  Com- 
,      pany,  of  Albany^  the  State  of  New  York,  was 
,     presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  an 
^     additional  duty  may  be  imposed  on  ihe  importa- 
tion of  glass,  or  sucn  encouragement  given  to  the 
manufacture  of  the  said  article  within  the  United 
States  aa  to  the  wisdom  of  C<nigTesi  shall  seem 
meet* 

Ordendi  That  the  saM  pethioa  be  referred  to 
'     Ms.  Watts,  Mr.  Corv,  Mr.  Hminmi,  BIr.  Dex- 

TBB,  BIr.  Giles,  Mr.  Dattok,  and  lAr.PAOi ;  t^t 
'     they  do  cxapune  the  matter  thereof  ud  report 

the  «am^  with  th«r  eptaim  theze^KW,  to  the 

^Kise. 

I  DELAWASK  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  Hooae  lesnmed  the  hearing  on  the  trial  of 
Ihe  contested  eleetion  in  the  case  <»  the  petition  of 
HairnT  Latihbb,  compUining  of  an  midne  elec- 
.  tkm  and  return  of  John  Pattoh,  the  member  re- 
'.  taned-  to  serre  in  this  House  for  the  State  of 
j  I>elaware ;  and  the  depositi«is  and  other  exhibits 
^  IB  Che  said  case  bmng  folly  read,  die  parties  re- 
j     liMd  from  the  bar. 

The  Hoese  Aea  proceeded  to  a  decision  on  the 
_     wnl  contested  ele<  ^on ;  and,  after  debate  diereon, 
Amotion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the 
•    Rouse  do  agree  to  the  following  resolatton : 

''Betobed,  That  Jour  Fattoii  ii  lutcatilMtoa 
seet  in  this  Hoasft" 

wlkieh.  was  naolTed  in  the  affinnatiTeb 

Anothw  notipn  beiiy  then  aado  and  —oBded, 
tto  the  Hons*  do  agues  to  the  fbUowing  Tcaoln> 
tkm: 

"  Jtttakti,  net  HiiraT  LAnvaa  entitled  to  a 
seat  ia  Ais  Bouse,  as  the  R^mentatin  of  the  State 
ar0slawu«:" 

1^       Mr.  Pagb  said>-^l  confess  I  doabt  whether  the 
■■>!  I  iulil  fracoaen  of  SwsetE  ovg^t  to  be  de- 
'    prired  m  tlw  rotes  which  they  gave,  merely  be- 
'     ennae  tthtef  did  mA  rote  for  two  persmu  instead  of 
one ;  for  I  ^ink  the  law,  which  mint  have  been 
iMended  to  teemse  their  rights  as  electors,  eoald 
not  de^re  tfaem  of  thwr  snfrage.   The  Consti* 
^    tmvn  of  the  Vnited  St^ee,  it  is  tiue,  gives  the  State 
Z    Kj^^islatures  a  right  to  regtUsM  the  tone,  jdaee,  and 
' «    BBWier  <^  holding  eleelicais  j  b«t  I  oannot  prevail 
'     OB  myself  to  thiitt  that  the  words,'*  the  manner  <^ 
'    hoUing  Sections,"  ooght  to  be  construed  to  extend 
^\    to  the  words  of  dse  dectson  law  of  the  State  of 
^  lM»«are,so«stoienderthecondBetafthesixtf- 
^    eight freeiMD of  Sussex  a Ttolalkm of  that  law; 
(    flb  if  it  be  •  TiolatiDU  therstrf'^that  the  violation  is 
^     «  a«eh  »  nstiire  aa  to  depnre  them  i^  a  right 
which  no  law  can  abrogate ;  a  right  which  shtmld 
he  heM  «s  eaeBed,  ane  whidi  it  cannot  become 
,     tUs  House  to-  diminish  in.  the  smallest  d^ee. 
TJubJe^  thns,  six,  I  dowbtetl  of  the  pvoioiety:  of 
the  vote  iriiieh  the  House  has  given  aii>  the  ttrst 
foesiion  bdimre  it,  viz:  " that  the  sittug  moBber 
b  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  Hovae.'^  Bilar- 


taining  this  dotrtrt,  I  can  bate  none  respecting  the 
<]|uesrion  now  before  ua,  viz :  "  Is  the  petitioner  en- 
titled to  a  seatT*— for  I  cannnot  construe  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  or  the  law  of  Dela- 
ware, so  ri^Ay,  as  to  think  that  we  ^oold  oall 
illegal  the  sixty-eight  votes  given  in  Sussex  Coun^ 
tyj  by  which  construction  alone  the  Houae  has 
declared  Mr.  Patton  not  entitled  to  a  seat — OB 
which  alone  the  petitioner,  Mr.  Latimb)^  oaa 
found  his  claim.  Had  there  been  any  violatum  of 
the  laWf  of  sucha  natwe  as  tended  to  introduce 
corrupt  electims,  or  to  diminish  the  fight  of  free 
sidnges,  I  should,  with  pleesore,  give  my  voice 
to  disgrace  and  render  nuU  any  such  ctHwuct  iM 
future.  But  here  is  merely  an  act  of  fiwemen,  pe^ 
fectiy  compatible  with  their  immutable,  insJien- 
able  privil^s ;  not  incoosistent  with  the  law  of 
their  State,  bat  merely  fidling  short  of  a  ptovtBod 
in  a  ^w,  calculated,  it  is  said,  to  secure  to  tfaem 
the  full  benefit  of  that  inestimable  privilege.  I 
cannot,  therefore,  think,  sir,  that  on  such  slight 
gnmnds,  we  ought  to  reject  a  member,  elected 
by  the  neemen  ot  Delaware,  and  duly  returned ; 
but  should  go  on,  and  aAaait  to  a  seat  in  this  House 
a  poDsoa  not  returned,  and  if  retnmel,  not  having 
amMwity  of  v«»s.  In  the  oaaeof  the  Georgiar 
electiQn.  1  voted  for  die  rac^ion  (rf*  the  petitioner, 
because  he  inccntestiUir  proved  (to  my  satisAie- 
tion  at  least)  that  he  had  a  majority  of  1^1  votes, 
and  that  the  sitting  men^r  bad  been  returned  by 
means  of  corruption,  which  the  State  endeavored 
toehastise  and  stigmatize.  The  Ezeeotive  of  that 
Slate  Stowed  am  anxiety  to  aipport  the  claim  of 
the  petitioaer.  In  the  present  ease,  there  is  aor 
corruption  proved  or  insmuated ;  no  interferenoe 
of  the  Stale ;  and  a  legal  return,  which,  I  suppose, 
was  founded  on  such  coDstrnetion  asl  hsTe 
on  die  Constitution  ot  the  United  States  and  4he 
lawofD^waiew  The  Hooae,  in  the  ease  of  the 
Qeonria  election,  difihrcd  from  my  opmion,  and 
estaui^ied  (as  some  genUemen  called  it)  a  |iiee»' 
dent,  which  vrould  keep  the  House  olear  tnm 
suspioifms  of  nwtiality,  and  which  I  wish  now  to 
be  dtoerved.  Iadmoinedge,aclndhDgamember 
may  be  attended  with  inccmvenienoe,  but  a  doaUe 
inconvenience  may  arise  by  depriving  the  citbena- 
of  a  RcAMsenQitive-4bc  man  of  their  ehmee— 
and,  at  the  same  tinie,  f(»eing  on  tfaem  one  for 
whom  a  majority  did  not  vole.  Foe  these  reaane- 
I  shall  vote  against  the  resolutions. 

The  question  was  then  restrfved  in  the  afflrmap 
tive— yeas  07,  nays  31,  as  follows : 
YiAB^nshflT  Ames,  James  Axnutronff,  John  Beat- 

S,  Sheanuhnb  Boome,  Benjunin  Bourne,  Lambert 
adwalaJer.  ThoMsa  Olribenw.  David  Cobb,  Peleg 
Coffin*  Joshua  Cnt,  Isaac  Cole^  Jtmathan  Daytcn, 
ReniT  Dearborn,  Georgs  Dent,  S^vrael  Dutex,  Thomafl' 
flUsuDoiu,  Dwight  Foiter,  Ezeldel  GUb^  Nicholas 
Oilman,  Henrj  Wean,  Bo^amin  Goodhue,  James  Gor- 
don, Andrew  Samod  Chiflln»  WilBam  Baaj 
Grove,  Thtnnas  Hartley^Wflliam  Hindman,  Samuel 
Hdten,  John  Hunter,  William  Irvine,  John  Wilkes 
Kitten,  Atnasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  rfathaniel 
Macon,  James  Madison,  Frauds  Mafbone,  William 
Vans  Momy,  Pranet*  Preston,  Thomas  Scott,  Theo- 
dei*  Psdiwkh,  John  &  Shethnnw,  Jeremiah  Bmift, 
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Snuid  Batith,  WiUiun  Smithy  Thoaiu  Sprigg,  Z^h»> 
niah  Swift,  Klu  Tdbot,  G«arg«  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tnej, 
Thonuu  TiedweU,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  John  E.  Van 
ADen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Peter  Von  Ciaasbeck,  Peleg 
Wadaworth,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Haib. — Theodonu  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Tho- 
mat  Blount,  Thomas  P.  Came*,  Gabriel  Christie,  Wil- 
liam J.  Dawson,  WSliam  Pindley,  WiUiam  B.  Giles, 
Janm  Gillespie,  Christopher  Greenup,  Cartar  B.  Hani- 
■on,  iobn  Heath,  Jamee  HiWiouse,  Matthew  Loi^ 
WOliun  Lyman,  Jowi^i  McDowell,  Alexander  Mdiane, 
WiUtam  Montgomerr,  Andrew  Moore,  Anthmy  New, 
Jdm  Nicholas,  NaUunid  Nilee,  3citn  Page,  Jonah 
Pa^er,  Andrew  Pickens,  John  Smilie,  Atwa^m  Tenip 
Ue,  Francis  Walker,  Artonai  Wud,  Beqamin  WO- 
hams,  and  Paine  Wingate. 

Whereapon,  the  said  Henrt  Latimer  took  his 
seat  in  the  House,  as  the  member  for  the  State  of 
Delaware :  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  betnf  nrst  admiiustered  to  him 
^  Mr.  Spbakbb,  ucocmng  to  law. 


Monday,  Febnurr  17. 

The  House  reaolTed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tike  Wh^  House  on  the  icport  oi  the  oommittee 
to  whom  were  referred  the  memorials  of  the  peo- 
ple called  Quakers,  at  their  Tearly  meeting,  held 
la  Rhode  blandj  in  the  jrear  1793 ;  of  the  delmtea 
from  the  seTeru  Societies  for'promotioe  the  Abo- 
liti(»  of  Slavery,  in  conventicm  assembwd  at  Phi- 
ladelphia^ on  the  first  day  of  January  last ;  and  of 
the  Proridence  Society  for  aboUshiog  the  EUave 
Trade ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  tnerein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  report  under  consideration,  and  come  to 
a  resolution  thereupon;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  Honse,  as  follows : 

Remoived,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
pa^Mre  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  prohibit  the 
fitting  oat  of  any  ship  or  vessel  in  any  port  of  the 
United  StatM,  either  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States  or  foreigners,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
from  any  kin^om  or  comitry  tne  iuhaoitants  of 
such  kingdom  or  country,  to  be  transported  to  any 
Ibrdgn  parts  or  places  ot  the  world,  to  be  sold  or 
diwMed  of  as  slaves. 

Ordertd,  That  Mr.  Tbdhbdll,  Mr.  Warh,  Mr. 
GhLBB,  Mr.  Talbot,  and  Mr.  Onovi,  be  a  com- 
mittee purtoant  to  the  said  resolntim. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Arthur  St. 
Clair,  which  was  made  on  the  first  day  of  March 
last,  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Route  aa  Thursday  next, 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 
The  Poet  (Mice  business  was  then  taken  up,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  A  vast  number  of  new 
post  roads  were  ordered,  without  opposition.  The 
Committee  then  came  to  the  constderation  of  that 
part  of  the  report  which  relates  to  newspapers  and 
It  was  moved,  that  the  postage  of  them  snoold  be 
reduced  to  half  a  cent  to  distances  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  miles,  and  one  cent  for  any  greater 
distance.  This  waaadvocated  on  the  ground,  that 
newi^pers  from  the  Seat  of  QovemiaaiU,  uid  tke 


higa  towns,  must  eoavey  more  complete  infomt- 
tion  thin  sneetionaftom  diem  by  country  priatm 
in  weekly  papers ;  uid  that  the  editors  <»  them 
not  only  possess  more  ample  meoas  oi  infonm- 
tion,  iHtt  are  generally  better  informed.  The  mo> 
tion  was  oppceed,  from  a  wish  to  encourage  coun- 
try presses,  whose  papers,  it  was  said,  did  not  Iom 
on  a  comparison  with  the  wretched  productions  of 
the  Metropolis.  The  Committee  rose,  withoM 
taking  a  question,  uid  the  House  adjourned. 


TcBSDAT,  February  18. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Home 
Uiat  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "Ao 
act  in  alteration  of  the  act  establishmg  a  Miot  and 
r^ulatiug  the  coins  of  the  United  States  f  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  thu  Hoose. 

Mr.  Harbison,  from  the  committee  appotaied, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lucy  Clvk; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  Venablb,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  le-committed  the  bill  for  the  remission  of  the 
duties  arisijif  on  the  tonnage  of  sundry  Freu^ 
vessels  which  have  taken  refuge  in  thiE  ports « 
the  United  States,  reported  an  amendatory  biu; 
which  was  received,  and  read  the  first  tim^aw 
on  motion,  waa  read  the  second  time,  and  oidaw 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  third  time  toHuonow. 

The  Post  Office  law  was  under  diacuswm  thu 
day  in  Committee  of  the  Whde.  An  amendnnt 
proposing  the  reduction  of  the  postage  on  aewfr 

Sapers,viz:  on  those  carried  to  any  distance  on* 
er  an  hundred  miles,  to  half  a  cent,  and  tboM 
carried  more  than  an  hundred  to  one  cent  e«uk| 
occasioned  considoaUe  debate;  and  was  finsIlT 
negatived,  44  to  40.  A  motion  for  further  ^^"^ 
ing  the  privilege  of  firanking  was  also  ne^wo. 
The  Committee  rose  and  repratod  pngresa 

Wbdhbsdat,  February  19. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  remiasiooi^  thedatiei 
arising  on  the  tomuge  of  svndry  French 
which  have  taken  refi^  in  the  pmCs  of  die  UtfM 
States  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  Aa>» 
in  alteration  of  the  act  establiahing  a  Mmt,  ■» 
regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States"  *>* 
read  twice  and  committed. 

A  memorial  of  John  Fradotek  Amelung,  wa» 
Labes,  and  Thomaa  Johnsoa,  of  Frederick  eoua^ 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  was  presented  to  w 
House  and  read,  praying  dmt  ca  addlti»al  m 
may  be  imposed  on  the  imputation  of 
and  other  glass,  or  such  encourageiacBt  fi/^./: 
the  maan&tare  of  the  said  arSek  «>»^ 
United  8tat«a,astotbewtadoDiaf  CeofK""^ 
seem  meet. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  rwrMJ^ 
Mr.  Wattb,  Mr.  Coit,  Mr.  HinnrAN,  Mr.  UJ* 
TBB,  Mr.  OiLM,  Mr.  Dayton,  and  Mr.  P**jjJ!l 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  theRt^o")  ^ 
House. 
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Mr.  PioKBHs,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Measage  from  the  PaBSJDENT  or  the 
Umited  States,  (H  the  13th  iilt.  tnnsmittiog  the 
copy  of  a  LHter  from  Constaat  Freeman,  Agent  for 
the  War  Depwrtmeat  ui  Georgia,  to  the  Seeretary 
War,  dated  the  first  of  January,  one  thoiuano 
asTcn  hundred  and  ninety-foor,  vith  sondry  en- 
doaoies  relatire  to  the  Creek  Indians,  made  a  re- 
port ;  which  was  raid,  and  ordered  to  be  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  <n  the  Whole  Hoiuc  on  Mon- 
dav  next. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PSBaiDEHT  OF  TBB  Ulf ITEO  BtaTBB  : 

OenUemm  of  the  SenaU,  and 

of  Me  Hcntse  of  RgtretenUtHvet  t 
I  ky  before  you  the  copy  of  a  Letter  which  I  have 
leoeired  from  the  Chief  Justice  and  AModate  Justicee 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and,  at  their 
denre,  the  rajf>reeentation  mentioDed  in  the  said  Letter, 
pointing  out  certain  defects  in  the  Judiciary  system. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 
Uvnu  SriTBs,  February  19,  1798. 

The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read  and 
ordered  to  lie. 

The  Hooae  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  W^ole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
eommittee  appointed  to  report  whether  any,  and 
what,  alterations  and  amendments  are,  in  their 
opimon,  neceasary  to  the  act "  to  establish  the  Post 
OflSjce  and  Past  Roads  of  the  United  States and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  ie~ 
ported  that  the  Committee  bad  again  had  the 
said  report  under  consideration,  and  mAde  several 
amendments  theretp ;  which  were  seyecally  twioe 
oeful,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Hoase. 

Ord&vd,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pw- 
SMUit  to  the  said  repof  t,  and  that  Mr.  Bboowick, 
Ur.  Tuor,  Mr.  O^EiiirMr.  Cube,  Mb  Firan- 
Moas,  Mr.  £>smt,  Mr.  Walub,  Mr.  MoDowbll, 
Mr.  HDitTER,  and  Mr.  Deabborh,  do  prepan  aad 
hnns  in  tba  bbik. 

l£.  WiLbiAM  Smitb,  irom  the  committee  to 
whan  waa  referred  the  Message  from  the  Prebi- 
vmrr  or  tse  UmTEo  States  of  the  90th  ultimo, 
aeloiiiig  the  copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Governor 
of  North  Carolliia,  covering  a  resolution  of  the 
U^islature  of  that  State ;  as  also^  the  petitions  of 
Thomas  Person  and  others,  proprietors  of  lands  m 
the  Territory  of  the  United  States  South  of  the 
river  Ohio,  and  of  the  Trustees  of  the  University 
of  North  Carolina,  made  a  report;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  Wednesday  next. 

I'he  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
Buttee  of  the  wW>le  House  on  the  report  of  the 
cfHoqiuttee  «]^inted  to  take  into  consideration 
the  act  "  to  estabiiih  the  Judicial  Coiuta  of  the 
Unilfld  Slates^"  aad  report  soma  twonnon  in  the 
«aae  where  any  Joifpt  of  the  Courts  the  United 
Stales  is,  or  may,  by  sickness,  or  other  disqualifying 
mtutf  be  lendeied  kieapawe  oi  diseharging  the 
dstlaa  of  his  oOae;  alsO,  tmne  further  provisioQ 
eoBoemraff  bail,  process,  and  costs,  in  the  Courts  of 
dw  United  States^  and,  generally,  to  report  such 
■BUBdmeatB  to  said  act  as  they  fikay  jvage  naeei- 
3d  Con.— U 
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sary  and  Constitutioiiai ;  and,  ^ter  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Commit- 
tee had  again  had  the  said  tepwt  under  eonaider^ 
tion,  ana  made  sevoad  amendments  thweta; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUd. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  Hooae 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

"  JleaoAw^  That  so  mwA  of  die  act  to  ertabGdi  die 

Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States,  as  is,  or  may  be» 
construed  to  require  the  attendance  of  the  Marshal  of 
each  State,  at  eacb  of  the  sesrionsoftheSiqpreme  Courts 
■hall  be  repealed;  and  that,  in  future,  the  said  Coort 
shall  be  attended  during  session  l^-  the  Mazdial  of  the 
district  in  which  they  sit,  unless  hy  special  order  An 
Court  dull  M9aite  die  same." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  be  committed 
to  Mr.  WiLLUH  Shitb,  Mr.  Jebehiah  Shitk, 
Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Mubbat,  Mr.  Thatcbbb, 
Scott,  and  Mr.  Chbistie. 

The  House  resumed  the  considL-ratlun  of  [be 
report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  ibe 
memorial  of  Andrew  G.  Praunccs :    Wfjt  rouponj 

Resolved,  That  the  reasons  asgi^ucii  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  for  refli^u  payment  of 
the  warrants  referred  to  in  themeuoHvli  "^e  fljD^ 
sufficient  to  justifr  his  conduct ;  and  ih&t,  In  tAp 
whole  course  of  tnis  transaction,  the  Secrett» 
and  other  officers  of  the  Treasury  have  a.et4i|j|^ 
meritorious  rart  towards  the  public 

Se9olr>(dj  That  the  charge  exhibited  in  the  m«r 
morial  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  rfr> 
lative  to  the  purchase  the  pension  o£  Baron  de 
Qlaubeek,  is  wholly  illibenl  and  graundless. 


TsuBeDAY,  February  80. 

The  HcHiM^  accordiiu;  to  the  standing  wder  of 
the  day*  nsolved  itselT  uuo  a  ConyotiUtae  of  tfays 
Whole  House  on  the  state  of  Uie  Union; and,  a^ 
ter  soiAe  time  spent  Uierein,  the  Chairman  cepoc^ 
ed  that  the  Committee  had  had  theatate  df  the 
Union  under  consideration^  and  eome  to  semal 
resolutions  thereupon;  which  he  ddivoedinat 
the  Clerk's  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  lestdntions  do  lie  on  the 
table. 


Fbidat,  February  2L 

A  petition  of  Josiah  Q.  Pierson,  of  die  City  of 
New  York,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  that  sucn  further  and  additional  restric- 
tions may  be  laid  on  the  importation  of  nails  from 
foreign  countries  as  may  be  deemed  expedient  to . 
encouraee  the  manufacture  (tf  the  said  article 
within  Uie  United  States. 

Ordera^  That  the  said  petitloD  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Wattb,  Mr.  Coit,  Mr.  Hindmah,  Mr.  Daz- 
ter,  Mr.  GiLBi^  Mi.  Datton,  and  Mr.  Paqe;  that 
they  do  examme  die  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

The  Speakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  Report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  communicating  an 
■^jvdkation  o£  the  8Q]ffeme  Court  of  the  United 
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flttiteB,  declaring  the  claims  of  certain  invalid  pen- 
•ioners  under  ^e  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide 
for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  widows  and 
orphans  barred  by  the  limitations,  heretofore  esta- 
.Uished,  and  to  r^ulate  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pen- 
nons," not  to  be  nlid ;  which  was  read,  and  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  teUe. 

NAVAL  ARMAMENT. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolutions 
repeated  yesterday  by  th  e  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union :  Whereupon, 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  first  resolu- 
tion, in  the  words  foUowing  to  wit : 

-JUtolved^  nutaNavkltooe,  lo  oonnit  at  Am  dims 
of  forty -foor,  and  two  ships  of  twenty  guns  each,  be 
provided  for  the  protection  of  the  comtDMoa  of  the  United 
Btotes  against  tM  Algerine  croisera;^ 
It  was  resolved  in  the  aflfirmative— yeas  43, 
\^ys  41,  as  follows: 

TiAb— Fisher  Ames,  JamM  Aimatrong,  John  Beat- 
tf,  Elias  Boudinot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
.Boome,  Lambert  CadwaladiBr,  David  Cobb,  Feleg  Cof- 
fin, Joshoa  Coit,  Jonathan  Dayton,  George  Dent,  Sam- 
nel  Dexter,  Thomas  Fitisimoiu,  Dwi^t  Foster,  Gxe- 
kiel  GUbert,  Henir  Glenn,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James 
GatAaa,  Samnel  Griffin,  Thomas  Haitl^«  Jamaa  Hill> 
house,  WlUam  Hindroau,  8«aiiel  Hdteo,  Jdm  l^ilkes 
Khtm,  Hennr  Latimer,  Ridkard  Bland  Lea,  Frauds 
Malbone,  William  Vans  Murray.  Thomas  Scott,  Theo- 
doie  Scdgwit^  Samuel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Tho- 
■mu  Sprigg,  Zephaniah  Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  George 
Thatdier,  Uriah  Timer,  JonaAan  Tromboll,  J<d>n  E. 
Van  Allen,  Aitomas  Ward,  John  Watts,  and  Bkhaid 
Winn.  __ 

NATs^Theodoma  Baiky,  Alnhani  Baldwm,  Tho- 
mas Blonnt,  HHunas  P.  Caraea,  Oahciel  Christie,  Tho- 
nw  Cbubonie,  Isaac  Cdes,  William  J.  Dawstm,  Henry 
Deubotn*  IH^Ham  Findley.  William  B.  Giles.  James 
GUknie,  Nidwbs  Oibnan,  Chmto^  Oreem^An- 
drnr  Ongg,  WiUHam  Barry  Grove,  Cartn  B.  Harri- 
m,  John  Heath,  John  Hunter,  Matthew  Locke,  Wil- 
Kun  Lyman,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  James  Madiawi,  Joaoiili 
MeDoweO,  Alexander  Mebane,  William  MontgwoMry, 
Andrew  Moore,  JoMiph  NmQft  Anthoar  New,  Nathap 
nM  Niles,  Joiui  Page,  Andrew  Pidens,  Brandt  Pres* 
tomKobertRnlhsribrd,  JohnS.  Sherburne,  John  RmtHe, 
Thonaa  TVedwdl,  Abraham  Venable,  Ftands  Walker, 
Piine  WIngate,  and  Joi^  Winalrai. 

The  seetmd  res(dation  being  taken  ttp,  in  the 
irwds  following: 

JtoeM^  That,  far  tiw  purpose  of  defi^yiog  the  oost 
of  a  Nanl  armament,  and  the  annual  expense  thereof 
(ftcrthe—— day  of—,  there  dtaD  be  levied,  collected, 
and  paid,  t^n  dl  goods,  warea,  and  merdiandise,  im- 
ported into  Uie  Unhed  States,  and  on  which  a  dn^  4^ 
seven  and  a  half  per  cent  is  now  payable,  an  additional 
da^  of  one  per  oenb"— 

Mr.  Datton  vaid,  that,  as  on  a  former  day, 
he  had  pledged  himself  to  the  House,  to  ofier  an 
amendment  to  the  a1x>ve  resolution,  he  was  now 

Srepared  to  do  it,  and  should  take  up  very  little  of 
16  time  of  the  Committee  in  general  prefatory 
remarks. 

No  member  present,  be  said,  could  be  ignorant 
that  the  articles  falling  under  the  descripticn  of 
those  subjected  to  a  duty  of  seven  and  an  naif  p«r 


cent,  were  for  the  most  part  purchased  and  nsed 
by  the  poorer  ckiss  of  the  people,  who  were  ]m 
able  to  bear  additional  burdens  than  any  a&tx. 
That  indeed  very  manyof  those  articles, andsome 
of  the  most  important  of  them,  were  real  necessa- 
ries, and  could  not  be  fnmished  in  this  couatrf, 
bat  must  be  brouj^t  from  abroad,  for  a  long  timi 
at  least  to  come }  among  which  he  partindBdi 
menti(»ed  coarse  woollens^  dtc. 

That,  undo*  this  impresstcm,  he  took  the  Ubettj 
to  move,  that  instead  of  laying  one  per  cent,  addi- 
tional duty,  as  the  Select  Committee  had  leportd. 
on  those  articles,  it  m%ht  be  reduced  to  one  w 
per  cent.  only. 

Mr.  D.  said,  he  was  aware  that  the  redaction  oT 
one  half,  as  proposed  by  him,  would  occasion  a  di- 
minution in  the  sum  to  be  raised  of  about  75,000 
dollars,  under  that  head  of  revenue,  but  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Wbole  might  see  and  undo- 
stand  his  whole  plan  and  object,  before  they  de- 
cided upon  a  par^  he  would  m  his  place,  r»o  to 
them  what  he  intended  to  offer  as  a  substitate  to 
remedy  that  deficiency. 

Here  Mr.  D.  read  a  variety  of  specific  artiel^ 
which,  he  said,  were  either  luxuries  of  life, 

equently  consumed  or  used  by  tli***  jV? 
were  most  able  to  pay  the  duties,  or  articleswhieb 
our  own  artists  or  manu&cturers  could  ^RP'V? 
sttfficioit  quantity,  especially  if  this  small  »»■ 
tional  protection  could  be  held  oat  to  them.^ 
The  principal  of  them  were  as  follows,  viz: 
On  boots,  an  additional  da^  of  twenty-five  cMta  P" 
pair. 

On  shoes  and  slippers  far  men  and  women,  «»*• 
dogs  and  goto-tluMs,  five  cents  per  pair. 

Oaahoeaand  sl^^fcr  diD^  thi«»  F« 
pair.  - 

On  miUtnery  ready  made,  and  artiflcUl  flowwM* 
thsra,  and  othM- emamaats,  far  wonm's  head 
dolb,  dressed  and  midiessedr  toys,  five  per 
loKon. 

On  oast,  sht,  and  roHed  iron,  and  gmenOj  sB 
faetaies  (tf  iron,  steel,  tin,  pewter,  ewpsTt ^i?^*!" 
whkh  dtber  of  thsse  aMialsis  tbsaitids  of  M» 
not  bwig  otherwise  pattieBlirty  ennnoatsd  (■■** 
iron  wire,  locks,  hingaa,  hoes,  anvils,  andvic**. 
ed,)  cabinet  mie^  e■Ip«tl^  and  eaipeling ;  two  per 

advahHtem.  ^ 

On  leather  tanned  and  tawed,  and  geaetally  *^Pr^ 

fiuAues  of  leather,  or  of  which  leather  is 

chief  valne,  not  otherwise  particulaily  snuniaratMl ; 

per  cent  ad  valorem.  ^h 

On  medidnal  drugs,  except  Hum  conunowy  , 

dying,  mats  and  floor  doUis,  hats,  o^s, andbMUWi 

every  sort  for  women,  gloves, mittens,  stocnng*!*^ 

bnttons  of  every  kind,  bncfcles,  shoe  and  knee. 

and  cartridge  p^,  an  powdef%pa*s,hdl^WJ^ 

ointments,  mis,  walsH^  washes,  tinetares,  ^"^^^ 

odier  preparations  «r  compositions,  emnnHHuy 

sweet  soenta,  odonrs,  perfluaes,  or  coa»sti«> 

dsntifirioe,  powders  or  prqiaratiops  for  the  tsw  <^ 

S  pw  cent,  wl  valorem.  ••^Uoi. 
On  gold,  diver,  and  plaisd  wares, gdd and  sOviri^ 

jeweby,  and  paste  work,  dodn  and  waUii*",  "-"^^ 
following  gieoMies,  viii  dnnanwn,  cJoves,  »»<=*^ 
megs,  ginger,  annisesd,  omant^ 
pnnas,  rsidns,  sugar  candy,  orangss,!*'"'*"^ 
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gtMmllr  aU  fiviliL  ud  voaAta,  «fivt%  e^pMi,  fkUM  of 
9f0gj  wtat,  cll»  AIM  miMtaid  in  flour ;  two  pn  cent  ad 
valoran. 

On  all  mannfactarea  of  cotton,  of  which  cotton  is  the 
diief  material,  printed,  stained,  or  colored ;  one  and  an 
half  per  cent  ad  Talorem. 

On  all  marble,  slate,  and  other  stone,  on  bricks,  tiles 
tables,  mortan,  and  other  otenails  of  marble,  or  stone, 
and  generaOy  upon  aU  stone  and  earthenware,  an  addi- 
titmal  duty  of  five  per  cent 

On  ah^  or  veams  of  die  Unltod  Btates  employed  in 
ftmign  tnde,  mx  cents  pn-  ton ;  on  aH  otfwr  intps  and 
TsaiBla,  tw«n^ive  oenta  per  ton. 

■  The  additional  duties  which  he  bad  proposed 
on  the  articles  he  had  thas  particularly  euame- 
nted,  would  amount  to  about  75,000  dollars,  which 
would  be  the  diminution  occasioned  bj  the  reduc- 
tion of  a  half  per  cent,  agreeably  to  bis  motion. 

Mr.  D.  said,  that  he  hoped  every  member,  wbe* 
tber  he  farored  or  opposed  a  Naval  armament  to 
protect  our  commerce  and  our  coast  and  harbors, 
would  aid  him  and  his  endeavors  to  render  the 
ways  and  means  for  raising  the  moneys  as  little 
burdensome  and  as  unexceptionable  as  possible. 
If  the  resolution  for  building  and  equipping  the 
five  frigates  should  ultimately  be  Derived,  it  by 
no  means  followed  that  the  time  spent  in  the  di»> 
enssion  and  amendment  of  the  resolntton  immedi- 
ately nndercoDsideration,  would  be  uselessly  spent. 
In  any  future  call  for  UKHiey,  the  ways  and  means 
which  should  be  on  this  occasion  preferred,  would 
probably  be  resorted  to,  and  it  was  therefore  of 
importance,  that  all  should  unite  their  exertions 
to  make  the  measure  a  sanobjeetionable  as  po»- 
siUe. 

So  fax  as  the  encouragement  of  our  own  mann- 
flictores  could  be  made  to  consist  with  the  increase 
of  revenue,  it  was  certainly  desirable  to  effect  it ; 
and  it  was  with  a  view  to  both  those  important 
objects,  that  be  had  selected  the  articles  vroicb  he 
enamerated.  It  was  to  be  remembered,  Mr.  D. 
added,  that  it  was  not  now  a  question  whether 
they  uionld  raise  more  moaey,  (this  had  already 
been  determined,)  but  uriiether  the  increase  of  du- 
ties should  fall  upon  articles  of  luxury,  and  such 
other  articles  as  the  United  Btates  were  capable 
oT  sapplyiug  within  themselves,  independently  of 
foreign  countries. 

Alter  eonsidenUe  discussion,  which  turned 
principally  ukmi,  the  propriety  of  affording  the 
protection  and  encouraeement  which  was  con- 
temidaled  in  the  amen&ient  in  favor  of  the  iron 
and  of  the  iron  manufactures  of  the  United  States, 
it  was  moved  and  carried,  that  locks,  binges,  and 
two  or  three  other  articles  (which  it  was  said, 
ctHild  not  be  manu&ctured  in  this  country,)  should 
be  excepted. 

The  propositions  of  Mr.  Datton  were  then 
agreed  to,  and  were  adopted  as  part  the  report 
01  the  Committee. 

The  remaining  reiolntiou  were  thai  adopted,  as 
foUmn: 

-  JtnoJMd;  That  the  like  drawbacks  and  aUowaneaa 
famadeoftfMsaidaddttkoaldatiMas  an  now  made 
■Tothar  dutin«pon  foods  wportsd ^fion  the  United 


,  "IEsmM  That  aatpante  account  of  die  Slid  datisi 

be  kept. 

"  Itaohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
anthorised  to  racnve  on  loan,  a  stun  not  exeeeding  — 
dollars,  to.  be  applied  towards  the  building  and  equip- 
ment of  the  said  Naval  armament,  at  an  interest  not  ex- 
ceeding per  cent  per  annum;  and  that  the  said  loan 

be  (men  to  any  individual  «  body  politie  or  ooipwate 
withb  the  United  States. 

"  Retoked,  That  dteievennesherefaibrtbM  ndtedba 
ph^^ed  fyt  the  payment  of  4ie  interest  on  Ae  kaa 
afiwMaid,  for  the  annual  expense  of  the  said  armament; 
and  that  the  suiplos  of  such  reTenae  be  applied  to  tfie 

Xyment  irf  the  principal,  and  to  no  other  pmpuse 
terer." 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  inpur- 
suant  to  the  said  resolutitHis,  and  that  i/b.  Fitb- 
81M0NS,  Mr.  Goodhue,  Mr.  Jerbhiaa  Waii9- 
WORTH,  Mr.  F0BBJG8T,  Mr.  Malbome,  Mr.  Bodm- 
NOT,  Mr.  Parkbb,  Mr.  Macon,  Mi,  Wimn,  Mr. 
Oilman,  Mr.  Wattb,  Mr.  Obb,  Mr.  Baldwin, 
Mr.  IsBABL  Smith,  Mr,  Latimeb,  and  Mr.  Dat- 
ton, do  prepare  and  bnng  in  the  same. 

Rdtolmd,  That*  committee  be  appointed  to  re- 
port whether  any,  and  what,  sum  may  be  neeessa^ 
ry  to  be  loaned  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the 

EaUie  service  for  the  year  one  Ihonsaod  seven 
nndred  and  ninety^bor. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  Sbdo- 
wiCK,  Mr.  QiLEB,  and  Mr.  DEARBOBif. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  appro- 
priatious  for  support  of  Government,  for  the  year 
wie  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  again  had  the  said 
tail  under  consideration,  and  made  aereial  aatend- 
ments  thereto ;  which  were  aeveraUy  twice  read 
and  MreedXo  by  the  House. 

Ortkred,  That  the  said  bUl,  with  the  ameud- 
nents,  be  engniBsed,  and  read  the  third  time  on 
Monday  next. 

Monday,  February  24. 

An  engrossed  lull  making  appropriatirasfor  the 
snj^rt  a  Government,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hnndred  and  niuety-fonr,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PBBaiDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  StATBB  : 
Gentlemen  of  the  Smote,  and 

of  Me  Bofiut  of  S^prtmtftttim  t 

The  extnets  whidi  I  nowl^  bat>»eyM,  *eoi,aKafc 
ter  of  out  Minister  at  London,  aN  sMjulamaBtaiy  to 
aoaae  of  my  past  oommmucations,  aadidft  tsflfnx  to  b» 
ofa  oonfldential  nataxn. 

I  alao  transmit  to  yea  eopise  of  a  lector  Asm  ^  0e- 
entaij  of  State  tolho  Idiisler  Flen^MtoBltary  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty,  and  the  answers  Uiereto,  moa  tiie 
■oliject  of  the  tPMty  between  the  United  Slates  and 
Great  Britahi ;  together  wiA  Ae  copy  ofa  Letter  from 
Measienrs  Carmichael  and  Shoil^  rewtve  to  onr  afiain 
widi  Spain;  ^lieh  Letter  ii  eoanecled  widt  a  femur 
oonfldential  Message. 

a  WASHINGTON. 
Unnn  Statss,  Febmmy  tH,  17M. 
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Ttie  saH  Message  and  papers  -were  read,  ani 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

TBBAfiCBT  SBPi&ilTMENT. 
Bfr.  ChuEs  called  up  his  resolution,  laid  on  the 
'taUe  in  the  eartj  part  of  the  sesaon,  which  reso- 
lution is  in  the  fouowiiig  words: 

"  Kunhid,  That  a  cannuttee  be  ^nintad  to  exa- 
vmt  the  state  ef  Ttmmxty  DqwAnnit,  and  that 
du(r  ^  iivb-actod  to  n|>Qit  to  the  Houae,  g«a«i*My. 
dteinon;  and*  among  oUver  Ihinga*  more  paiticolazly: 

«  lit.  Whether  the  fonn  of  keepuag  the  acoounts  be 
calcolatcd  to  e0ectuate  the  diipMitiOTi  of  the  publjc 
moneri,  as  prescribed  law. 

•<  M.  Whether  die  caA  rec^pts,  from  the  domestic  >e- 
'sonces,  have  exceeded,  equsOed,  «■  frBen  riiort  of  the 
tlMDesde  caih  expenditnies,  from  the  estaUUmient  of 
GoTcraiMnt  to  the  first  day  of  Jannaij,  one  thon- 
sand  'senn  handred  and  nine^-^cnir;  remarkinf  the 
date*  snd  amoaot  of  say  excess,  or  deffdency,  qnarterly. 

<*  8d.  Whether  til*  Binking  YmA,  atthettmeofitsesU- 
Uuduoentr  coosistod  of  osA  or  bonds ;  specifying,  in  flu 
latter  case,  as  nssily  as  may  be,  the  aevsral  dates  at 
wbieh  anysw  or  snms  t£  such  bonds  becanie  p^able. 

<•  ^  Whet  praoBsdhigs  hasebstti  bad  nndsr  tbs  laws 
efthe  fooith  and  twifth  of  Aagqst,  one  thonisnc^  »e^ea 
hundred  and  nine^,  authoruing  loans  of  money,  and 
what  authorities  were  given  for  those  proceedings.  That 
diev  also  state,  in  doUara  and  cenfa^  tbegroM  prindpal 
of  debt  In  Holland,  produced  to  the  United  States  by  the 
aaid  loans,  and  the  precise  amount  of  the  principal  of 
^e  foreign  debt  wuch  has  been  discharged  thereby : 
tihUL  portion  of  such  loans  has  been  drawn  to  the  Unit- 
ed 'States,  at  what  dates,  and  by  what  authority ;  in 
what  manner  sndi  drsAs  have  been  applied;  under 
vriiat  fenns  snd  cheeks  those  drafts  were  mtde ;  and 
whsthsr  the  menmnised  thereby  were  immediately 
depesited  in  the  ISwasnry ;  if  not,  fai  what  pkoes,  and 
'  to  what  amount,  were  such  moneys  deposited ;  how 
much  time  elapsed  after  such  loans,  bsnre  the  said 
.  moneys  came  iato  the  Tressory ;  whether  a  complete 
felfilBiuait  ot  ova  •ngsgements  to  Prance  was,  hi  any 
dsgree,  obviated  I7  such  drafts ;  whether  eqy  portion  « 
lbs  French  debt  remamed  unpaid,  at  the  end  of  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two ;  and  whether 
any  balance  of  ths  ssid  debt  is  yet  unpaid.  And  that 
,  the  Committee  do  also  report  Aedate  of  the  first  infcrm- 
stiou  to  this  House,  conununioating  ths  said  drafts ; 
and  whether  any  call  of  the  Honse  was  ia»de  appn  the 
Treasury  D^rtment,  which  emhreoed  Ae  ideejef  e 
pcerious  disctosure  theoeoC 

"  fith.  That  (he  be  also  instnuted  to  n^stt 

^  whole  amount  of  the  ezistmg  d^  of  the  Ignited 
States,  discrinunating  ths  domestic  from  the  flndgn  d^ 
and  ^edfying  4ie  aaMvnt  of  domestic  debt  bearing  a 
.  iirfs«;^.iirtff(ss(  of  wc  per  asntum ;  'dw  amannt  bearing 
,  a  mw$nt  interest  of  thiae  per  omtom,  and  ^amonnt 
darted.  That  they  also  r^Mst  Ae  increase  or  decsease 
'"  of  die  whole  debt  of  the  United  States,  and  the  opera- 
.tioQ  wi  the  SinUng  Fund,  to  the  end  of  ttie  year  'One 
theus^soyen  hundred  and  nlns^-thms." 

Mr.  Giij:a  obserred)  that  very  shortly  after  the 
meeting  of  Coogresa^  he  had  laid  this  lotolution 
oh  the  tatile,  under  4  conTictioo  of  the  proi»iety 
of  the  tneasure,  and  the  hofe  of  a  speedy  decision 
anon  it.  An  occurrence  took  pUee  a  few  daye 
anerwwrds.  whioh  produced  a  temporary  delay. 
An  indiTidual  pieamted  •  aamomu  to  Coosjkm^ 


cotttaisinff  aorae  ettagarttotte  agaiut  the  dfeal 
conduct  die  gentloiuu  at  the  head  the  De- 
partment; and  to  hare  pcessed  the  iaqqiry  iato 
the  general  state  of  the  Treaanry.  during  the 
pendency  of  those  sa«resti<His,  might  hare  bees 
deeiE^  a  violation  of  delicacy  and  propriety. 
Very  soon  after  the  imputations  from  that  source 
were  done  away  hy  report  of  a  commitlee,  he  had 
called  up  the  resolution,  but  the  House,  acting 
under  the  impce^ns  woduced  by  the  delicate 
crisis  of  our  eitternal  affairs,  lefused  to  enter  iulo 
the  consideration  of  the  salaectftt  that  time. 

Mr.  G.  ranarked,  that  while  on  the  one  hairf 
he  was  desirous  of  looking  into  a  subject  which 
he  deemed  important  to  the  public  welfare, » 
well  as  to  gmtiw  an  oflScer  in  a  request  which  w 
conceived  had  been  impelled  by  the  delicacy  «I 
his  situation  he  was  not  unwillingion  the  other 
hand,  to  yield  to  the  opinion  of  the  House,  whwh 
induced  an  immediate  attention  to  our  aflairs  with 
foreign  nations.  The  subjects  of  commercial  regu- 
lations, and  the  naval  armament,  being  now  out 
of  the  view  of  the  House,  at  least  for  some  days, 
he  hoped  the  chasm  would  be  filled  by  the  com- 
deration  of  the  rest^ution  he  had  proposed,  ne 
could  not  help  remarking,  that  at  an  early  penod 
of  the  session  this  resolution  had  been  termed  the 
torch  of  discord.  He  thought  if  it  could  be  viewed 
with  impartiality,  and  according  to  its  own  oe- 
sign,  it  would  not  be  found  to  possess  that  chaitc- 
ter.  The  primary  object  of  the  resolution  i^to 
ascertain  the  boundaries  of  discretion  and  autho- 
rity between  the  Legislature  and  the  Treasury 
Department.  To  eKct  this  object,  it  ^f^!^ 
necessary  to  have  a  knowledge  «  tte  state  of  tiw 
T  reasury  Department.  This  appeared  to  hun  » 
obvioos  duty  of  the  House  3f  Bepresentatives, 
operating  equally  upon  every  individual  of  whom 
it  is  composed;  it  therefore  seemed  strange  \om, 
that  an  attempt  to  discharge  an  essential  duty 
should  be  construed  into  a  design  to  interrupt  we 
harmony  of  deliberation.  ^  .  ^ 

If  to  require  a  full  and  comprehensive  new  « 
the  public  finances,  and  the  modes  m  which  tsej 
are  contributed  and  distributed,  be  construed  ujo 
an  effort  at  discord,  it  must  arise  either  Ironi  u" 
opinion  that  Congress  already  possess  this  vwjj 
or  from  the  principle  that  they  ought  not  toiw 
sess  it,  but  that  the  whole  koowiedm  of  thi*  «J 
ject  should  be  left  to  the  Treasury  officers.  ^ 
doctrine  be  contended  for,  he  *boaght  it  ougw  " 
stimulate  the  exertions  of  those  who  MlieT« ' 
to  be  subversive  of  the  primary principle  oiw 
Constitution.  He  reqaesied  the  House  to  accwr 
pany  him  in  making  a  few  reflections  upon  ts" 
subject. 

The  Debt  of  the  United  States  forms.sn  wr 
portant  item  of  leffislation.   Its  system  w  »^ 
cate,  its  extent  imknown;  it  embracw  tne  ™  ^ 
ests  of  a  very  sagacious  and  powerful  cui» 
citizens.   It  is  made,  by  the  Consti«ition,^j; 
collar  province  of  the  Representatives, 
atdy  chosen  by  the  people,  to 
oontnlmtioDs  end  tfce  diatr^tiDBs  «  ■"fjg|r 
moneys.   TWs  nnay  be  deetaed  the 

the  Re^esentatives.  It  may  be 
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this  most  important  of  duties  can  be  undentand- 
inglr  performed,  but  by  a  knowledge  of  the  whole 
macDinery  of  the  Treasury  D^artment?  There 
can  be  no  prospect  of  acting  wisely,  where  there 
are  no  means  of  j[udging  rightly.   The  omiasion 
to  discharge  this  important  Legislative  fimctioa, 
by  the  Representatires,  will  necessarily  cause  it 
to  he  perfonned  by  the  Head  of  the  Department 
A  speciee  of  laws  will  ^row  out  of  an  inattentkwi 
lOL  and  a  emiequent  igwntattce  oL  this  subject, 
wuicli  may  be  called  the  rales  dtmot,  the  forois 
<tf  the  Treasury,  the  practical  constructions  of 
laws  contravening  the  legal  crastructions.  In  all 
'Ocmflicts  between  this  species  of  laws  and  the  laws 
|Mvnoimeed  bv  the  Constitutional  tribun&I,  diead- 
TWitaffe  would  be  in  fkvor  of  the  Treasury  s^- 
tem:  because  this  would  be  the  practical,  that  the 
tiieoretic  system  of  legislation.  An  inatteotioa  to 
Chb  subject,  which  is  an  intricate  and  complicated 
one,  and  a  consequent  i^oiance  of  it  might,  in 
a.  course  of  time,  leave  to  the  Legislature  the  mere 
ri^ht  of  r^i^teiing  Treasury  Micts.   It  may  be 
said,  that  this  is  not  the  case  at  presant.   It  is  not 
proposed  to  give  any  opinion  on  this  point.  The 
remarks  have  been  mtended  to  show  the  probable 
tendency  of  intrastiog  this  important  branch  of 
legislation  to  the  Treasury  Department:  which 
would  be  the  infallible  consequence  of  the  igno- 
nnee  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Treasury  proceed- 
ings.  The  propriety  of  placing  confidence  in  the 
Bxe6tttiTe  officers,  is  an  argument  very  familiar 
to  thu  House.  To  a  certain  extent,  it  is  in  every 
respect  proper.  It  is  j)roper,  so  long  as  the  officer 
confines  himself  to  his  legal  designated  functions. 
If  in  any  case  he  should  exceed  these,  it  becomes 
the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  notice  the  proceed- 
ing.  It  is  also  die  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  a»- 
eertain  his  functions  by  law,  and  to  limit  hi^  dis- 
cretion. This  ai^me&t  of  confidence  in  the  Eze- 
ctitiTe  officers  may  easily  be  carried  to  a  danger- 
ous excess.   The  people  have  confidence  in  their 
B^presentatives;  they  bestow  on  them  certain 
tnista,  and  impose  on  them  certain  duties.  The 
RepresentatiTes  hare  confidence  in  the  Execntire 
officers:  they  transfer  to  them  these  trusts  and 
these  duties.  What  would  be  the  result?  A  com- 
jAete  and  ndical  change  in  the  most  essential 
character  of  the  Government.  Instead  of  the  Le- 
gislature prescribing  rules  of  conduct  to  the  peo- 
ple, the  Executive  officers  would  prescribe  them; 
ana  the  Legislature  would  be  of  no  other  use  than 
to  lesalizelSzecutive  proceedings.   This  would 
be  a  desertion  of  the  trust  reposra  in  the  Repre- 
jentative.  The  consideration  of  individual  ease, 
would  always  operate  in  favor  of  this  idea.  The 
argument  of  individual  interest  might  possibly  aid 
It  in  some  instances,  and  the  argument  of  policy 
in  others;  for  there  may  be  some  individuals  who 
might  possibly  prefer  that  to  the  Constitutional 
state  of  things.   These  remarks  had  been  made 
to  shotr.  in  very  ffsneial  terms,  the  impressions 
which  tne  subject  had  made  on  his  mind;  to  ex- 
hibit its  geneial  object}  to  prove  tlut  it  was  not 
naimportuit:  and  that,  if  such  should  be  the  opin- 
ion CH  the  House,  the  stage  of  the  setoion  required 
that  it  should  receive  immediate  attention. 


Mr.  Paoe  said,  that  he  looked  upon  those  reso- 
lutions as  the  only  proper  objects  of  the  woposed 
committee;  as  beiiu|;  those  on  which  the  chief. 

w  of  the  (iuthor  of  them  was  fixed :  and  which, 
too,  came  im  exactly  to  the  ideas  of  the  Secretary 
himself,  as  ^pressed  in  his  Letter,  callingon  the 
House  for  an  inquiry  into  his  conduct.  He  was 
surprised  to  hear  gentlemen  talk  of  exciting  sua- 
picifms,  by  setting  on  foot  such  an  faiquiry:  f<nr 
nis  part,  were  he  the  Secretary,  he  shtnild  nernr 
rest  till  his  requisition  of  an  inquiry  had  bbn. 
folly  complied  with.  That  an  inqmry  into  die 
conduct  01  the  Treasurer  ought  to  be  made,  (as  it 
was  annually  in  Uie  State  from  which  he  came, 
where  a  committee  of  both  Houses  not  only  ex- 
amined the  Treasurer's  accounts,  but  corrected 
and  weighed  his  money,)  notwithstanding  his 
honesty  and  virtue;  and  that  this  examination 
had  been  found  useful  and  necessary,  for  deficien- 
cies had  been  discovered:  and  in  one  instance  br 
the  Treasurer  himself,  (althou^^h  it  had  escaped 
the  Committee,)  who  honestly  informed  the  As- 
sembly of  it,  aim  only  asked  time  to  r^lace  tfa« 
deficient  money,  whicn  he  did.  As  to  the  impto^ 
priety  of  revising  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
of  Rej»esentatives  in  their  last  session,  he  thought 
nothing  of  it— not  as  much  as  he  should  of  repm- 
ing  one  of  its  Uws;  and  surely,  as  it  tioiUd  not  ht 
denied  that  this  House  had  a  right  to  examine  ani* 
proceeding  of  the  last,  which  had  receired 
sanction  of  the  Senate  and  Frebidsnt  too,  it  must 
be  very  extraordinary  to  doubt  its  right  to  revise 
the  proceedings  of  tne  House  of  Representatives 
alone,  and  more  so  when  that  revision  has  been 
requested,  even  by  the  Secretary  of  the  '^^^^'^^'^ 
the  person  who  was  the  particiuar  objBet  of  dtow 
proceedings. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baldwim,  Mr.HoitTEB.  Mx. 
MeDowBLL,  Mr.  Oilbs,  Mr.  Obbbhop,  Mr.  Dnrr, 
Mr.  LaTiUBR,  Mr.  Ikvlwb,  Mr.  BBATrr,  Mr.  Va« 
CoRTUHDjMr.Niutf,  Mx.  Swirr.Mr.MAjUBOii^ 
Mr.  Coffin,  and  Mr.  Wimoatb,  be  ft  committtt 
pmriMnt  to  the  said  ijesolution. 

Tdbsdat,  Fehnmry  Sfi. 

Mr.  QiLES,  from  the  committee  to  whom  Ivttt 
recommitted  the  bill  providing  for  destroyed  Cer- 
tificates of  certain  descriptions,reportedamanieirt- 
atory  bill}  which  was  read  twice  uia  eunittv- 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Comniitttee 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  BenM^ 
entitled  "An  act  in  sdteration  of  the  act  for  esta- 
blishing a  Mint,  Midr  reguboing  ther  coins  of  the 
United  States ;"  and,  after  some  time  nent  there- 
in, the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee 
had  had  the  said  bul  under  oonsidemtia|k  m 
made  no  amendment  thereto.  Hie  skid  UH  Wtt 
then  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  rtisolred  itself  into  a  Committer  m 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  die  committee 
to  whom  ^  refiirred  the  ineffiorM  of  Arthuc  BL 
Clair; and,  after  some  time  ^p^t  theret)^  the 
ComnuUae  rose  aaA  nipotted  progrt*.       ^ , ' 
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Wbdnbbdat,  February  26. 

A  petition  aod  representatioo  of  the  pilots  of 
Oeracock  bar,  in  the  State  of  North  CaroliDa, 
masters  of  vessels,  and  merchants,  oWhers  of  ves- 
sels, trading  in  and  out  at  the  same,  '^s  presented 
to  tne  House  and  read^  suggesting  various  reasons 
against  the  erection  of  a  fight-house  on  Oeracock 
luand,  and  prayin?  that  the  same  may  he  erected 
on  Shell-Gastle  Island,  in  the  harbor  of  Oeracock. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  and  representa- 
tion be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  instruction  to  examine  the  same,  and  report 
his  opinion  hereupon  to  the  House. 

AMoIred,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  in- 

Sixe  into  the  state  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
ve  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  anid  records. 
Ordered,  ThaCt  a  committee  be  apjminted  t6 
^Dsider  and  report  on  the  propriety  of  remitting 
yie  duty  <in  [taported  bar  iron,  in  certain  cases; 

■nd  that  Mr.  SA.MOEL  ShITH,  Mr.  FiTZSIHONS, 

fod  Mr.  3tutiwicK,  be  the  said  committee. 

Res'ihf'l.  That  so  much  of  the  Speech  of  the 
pHEi^iDENT  Of  tse  United  States,  as  respects 
arm:^  aad  injlltury  stores, majeazines, and  arsenals, 
tog^ihtir  with  the  return  of  arms  and  military 
Btqfes,  rejio tilled  hy  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  be  referred  to  a  special  committee, 
and  that  they  report  whether  any,  or  what,  addi- 
tion ought  to  be  made  to  anjr  or  all  of  these  ob- 
jects; with  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  any 
augmentation  they  may  recommend. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.FiTZ8iH0N8,Mr. Goodbue, 
Mr.  Jeremiah  'Wadsworth,  Mr.  Forrest,  Mr. 
Malbomb,  Mr.  Boddinot,  Mfr.  FarebRp  Mr.  Ma- 
GOH,  Mr.  Winn,  Mr.  Gilman,  Mr.  Watts,  Mr. 
Obr,  Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Israel  Suite,  Mr.  Lati- 
ker,  and  Mr.  Datton,  be  a  committee  pursuant 
to  the  said  resolution. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  rdief  of  Lucy 
Clark;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
Uie  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  no 
amendment  thereto. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  that  the  said 
bill  be  recommitted  to  a  select  oommittee,  it  passed 
jn  the  nc^^tire. 

Beiolv&i,  That  the  injonotion  d*  secrecy,  im- 
posed  by  the  House  in  the  ease  of  the  Letter  from 
.uie  Secretary  of  State  to  the  British  Minister,  and 
the  answer  thereto,  communicated  by  Message 
from  the  PaBsinBMT  oa  Mondajr  last,  be  removed, 
aad  that  the  said  letters  be  con^derm  as  public. 

Thubbdat,  February  S7. 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  report  whether  any,  and  what,  sum  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  be  loaned  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 
the  public  service  for  the  year  one  thousand  seren 
honoced  and  ninety-four,  made  a  report ;  which 
vas  readf  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
BRittee  of -the  Wht^  House  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whde  House  on  the  R^pOTt  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  cm  the  petition  of^PlUiam  M*Hatton; 


and,  aHer  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said 
Report  under  consideration,  but  come  to  no  reso- 
lution thereupon. 

Ordered.  That  the  Committee  'of  the  Whole 
House  be  discharged  from  the  farther  considera- 
tion of  the  said  Report ;  and  that  Mr.  Bocdim ot, 
Mr.  GBBBMDP,and  Mr.  BAitET,be  a  committee  to 
report  whether  any,  and  what,  alterations  or 
amendments  are  in  their  opinion  necessary  to  the 
act  "  to  regulate  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions.' 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  ^t  the  Honse 
do  come  to  the  following  resolutions: 

"  Eetohed,  That  prorisim  ought  to  be  made  by  In 
for  the  pttyment  of  die  interest  on  the  Nii*'*'^  aruitol 
certain  States,  in  the  bot^  of  the  Ttemij,  upon  tiu 
final  Mttlement  of  the  acooonts  between  the  Uiitted 
States  and  the  individnal  States. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  balances  dne  from  8iindi7<rf'the 
States,  on  the  final  settlement  of  the  accoimu  betwMn 
the  individual  States  and  the  United  States,  oogfat  to 
be  paid  in  years,     annual  inrtalmeDta." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  be  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday 
next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  remissioo  of 
certain  duties;  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereii^ 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  bad 
had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  uid  made  no 
amendment  thereto. 

And  on  the  question  that  the  said  bill  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  time,  it  passed  in  the 
negative.   And  so  the  said  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  (o 
whom  was  referred  the  motion  of  the  19th  instsiit, 
"  for  the  repeal  of  so  much  of  the  act '  to  estabUsh 
the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States,'  as  is  or 
may  be  construed  to  require  the  attendance  of  the 
Marshal  of  each  State,  at  each  of  the  sessions  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  providing  that,  in  future, 
the  said  Court  shall  be  attended  daring  session  by 
the  Marshal  of  the  District  in  wfiich  they  sit,  un- 
less by  special  order  the  Court  shall  require  w 
same,"  made  a  report.  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  it  will  be  proper  to  pass  a  UT 
repealing  so  much  of  the  act  "  to  estaUtsh  the  Jo- 
dicial  Courts  of  the  United  States,**  as  is  or  iniy 
be  eonstmed  to  require  the  attendance  of  theaw^ 
shals  of  all  the  Districts  at  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  enacting  that  the  said  Court  shaO  be  attended, 
during  its  session,  by  the  Marshal  of  the  District 
only  m  which  the  Court  shall  sit,  unless  the  at- 
tendance of  the  Marshals  of  other  Districts  shall 
be  required  by  special  order  of  the  Court. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Whole  House  on  the  nineteenth  instant,  to  the 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  the  act  "to  establish  the  Judicial 
Courts  of  the  United  Slates,"  and  report  some  pr^ 
vision  in  the  case  where  any  Judge  of  the  Conrti 
of  the  United  States  is,  or  may,  by  sickness,^ 
other  disqualifying  cause,  be  rendered  ineapntw 
of  discharging  the  duties  of  his  office;  als<^ 
flirtfaer  provision  concerning  haH,  process,  »■ 
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eostB,  ID  the  Courts  of  the  United  States ;  and 
generally,  to  report  such  amendments  to  the  said 
act  as  thev  may  judge  necessary  and  Constitu- 
tional 'f  ana  the  said  amendments  bei^  sererally 
twice  read,  were,  on  the  questini  jnt  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brourfit  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  report  as  amended^  ana  to  the  pre- 
ceding resolution,  and  that  Mr.  William  Shitb, 
Mr.  Jbrehiah  Smith.  Mr.  Moobb,  Mr.  Mdrrat, 
Mr.  Thatcheb,  Mr.  »coTT,andMr.CBBiSTiE,do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Urdmd,  That  there  be  a  call  dT  the  House  to- 
mOTfQir^at  twelve  o'clock. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Henry  Hill.  Whereapoo, 

Ordered,  That  the  aaio  report  be  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  immediately. 

The  House  accordiiurly  resolved  itself  into  the 
said  committee ;  and,  alter  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

The  House  proceeded  tu  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tousard.  Whereupon, 

SeaUved,  That  there  be  allowed  to  tne  said 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Tousard  an  equivalent  for  his 
pension  for  life,  agreeably  to  the  rule  of  commu- 
tation,  as  adopted  by  the  United  States,  in  lieu  of 
the  half  pay  to  &e  officers  of  the  late  Army. 

Ordered,  That  a  loll  or  bilb  be  brought  m,  pur- 
auant  to  die  said  resolutif».and  that  Mr.  Samdbl 
Smith,  Mr.  Thatobir,  and  Blr.  Lbabmbd,  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  same. 

Fbidat,  February  28. 
Vb.  TRCHBtiLL,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  hill  to  prohibit  the  carrying  on  the 
^ve  trade  from  the  United  States  to  aujr  foreign 
place  or  country;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed. 

Blr.  FrrzeraoNB,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  prepare  and  report  to  the  House  an  estimate  of 
the  expense  that  will  be  requisite  to  place  the 
princiim  seaports  aad  harbors  of  the  United  States 
in  a  state  of  defence,  made  a  report;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
«k  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  pepare  and  report  such  Standing 
Roles  and  Orders  <^  proceeding  as  may  be  proper 
to  be  observed  in  this  House;  uul,aflteT  sometime 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported 
|voffres8. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  WJiole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  sums  necessary 
to  be  appropriated  for  the  service  of  the  year  one 
tikotiaand  seven  himdred  and  ninety-four;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose 
and  reported  progress, 

ON  THE  8TATE  OF  THE  TREASURY. 

Mr.  Sbimwick  called  ik>  a  report  of  a  select 
eonmittee  to  vfann  it  haa  beco  nfemd,  to  report 


rHopB. 


whether  any,  and  wliat,  sum  was  necessary  to  be 
borrowed  for  the  service  of  the  current  year.  The 
report  states  it  to  be  expedient  that  the  President 
should  be  authorized  to  borrow  $1,000,000,  if  in 
his  opinion  the  same  shall  be  necessary.  The  re- 
port was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wh(de^ 
and  the  House  resolved  itsdf  into  a  Cnmnlttee 
accordingly. 

The  report  being  read,  Mr.  Sedowiok  said  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  select  committee  to  state  the 
several  steps  which  had  been  taken  in  the  progress 
of  their  iDQuicy,  and  the  fiu:t8  which  liad  come  to 
their  knowledge  during  the  investigatioD,  that  tht 
result  which  was  expressed  in  their  report  might 
have  its  merits  decioed  on  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

He  stated  that,  however  inadequate  the  actual 
receipts  of  the  revenue  mi^t  be  to  diseha^fe  all 
the  demands  made  on  the  Government,  there  was 
in  fact  no  deficiency  in  the  funds  appropriated  to 
the  discharge  of  those  demands.  The  deficit  was 
owing  merely  to  the  credit  which,  for  the  conve- 
nience and  1>enefit  of  trade,  was  allowed  to  the 
merchaats}  and  that,  in  fact,  the  bonded  duties 
were  more  than  equal  to  meet  all  the  demands  on 
the  Treasury.  This  credit,  it  would  be  remem- 
bered, extended  iVom  four  months  to  two  years. 

He  next  stated  that,  by  the  report  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  Comimttee,  that  the  deficiency 
at  the  end  of  thepresent  quarter  would  amount  to 
$621J294  18.  The  select  committee  were  not 
fully  acquainted  with  the  Bank  transactions  in 
relation  to  the  Treasury,  and  were  tmcertain 
wheUier  money  deposited  in  Banks  by  Collector* 
of  revenue  was  considered  as  in  the  Treamiry  from 
the  time  of  the  deposite.  He  observed,  that  this 
doubt  arose  from  considering  the  law  constituting 
the  Treasury  Department,  by  which  it  appeared 
that  the  Secretary's  warrant  was  as  well  required 
for  paying  money  in,  as  for  issuing  it  from  the 
Treasury.  It  might  therefore  happen,  if  the 
deposite  money  was  not  considered  as  in  the 
Treasury,  that  the  apparent  deficit  reported, 
$621,291  18.  mi^ht  exist,  while,  in  fact,  there 
might  be  at  the  disposal  of  Government  a  sufficient 
sum  comi^etely  to  answer  ever^  demand. 

Mr.  S.  said  that,  contemplabng  the  sutgeet  ia 
this  view,  the  select  committee  had  thought  it 
their  duty  to  submit  certain  questions  to  the  Se- 
cretary, which  they  had  aecordingly  done;  the 
import  of  which  was,  "  whether  money  collected 
on  account  of  the  United  States,  in  Banks,  waa 
from  the  time  of  deposite  considered  as  in  the 
Treasury?  Or,  are  any,  and  if  any  what,  means 
necessary  to  subject  money  so  deposited  to  the 
control  of  the  Treasurer?  And  in  the  latter  case 
who  is,  from  the  time  of  such  deposite  until  it 
msses  into  the  Treasury,  responsible  to  the  United 
States?  Is  any  money  now  so  deposited  capable 
of  being  drawn  into  the  Treasury?  And,  if  any, 
is  the  probable  amount  such  as  to  render  a  present 
provision  for  a  kwn  ine^wdi«nt  or  unneces- 
sary?" 

Mr.  S.  then  read  Uke  following  Letter,  addreisei 
to  him  as  Chairman  of  the  select  committer  friwii 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury: 


StaU  tfthe  TVeomry. 


Digitized  by 


4tl 


tmFom  OF  Gomma^i 


4Vt 


autU  of  the  TVaoMry. 


[FsBitDAKr,  1T94 


TmMMVWt  DuimtiEWT,  Frtiuir  S5, 1794. 
Sia:  TIm  Mtewins  an  niiwen  to  the  qoMtions 
•tatod  in  yoor  Letinr  (tf  Oe  SSd  iiutui^  Til: 

Aniwr  to  guation  thejirtt. 

"AD  Boney*  ocdleoted  on  acooont  at  llie  United 
8Mi%  and  dapoiited  in  the  Banka  to  tlie  oredtt  oi  tfie 
Tfeammrt  are  eonndemd  as  in  tli«  Trearanr  from  the 

Sofdied^oaite.  The  iteady  cooTBe  irith  regard  to 
itendUng  reremie  is,  that  the  money  deposited  in 
t  pefww  immediatelj  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer. 
**  Bat  it  is  neceasaiy,  to  discharge  the  payers,  that  re- 
ceipts <k  the  Treasurer  should  be  endorsed  ddod  vni- 
nmts  signed  by  the  Secretary,  conntorsigQea  b^  the 
CmnptroUer,  and  roistered  fay  the  Kegister,  which  is 
the  course  regularly  observed. 

Annvcr  to  quation  the  second. 
"  After  moneys  are  deposited  in  Banks  to  the  credit 
itf'the  Treasoter,  tbejr  are  in  his  control,  though  Ihe^ 
SHty  not  legatty  be  wmaed  bat  upon  warrants  of  the 
tbaw9  deecriptUin.  If  deponted  wiuiout  passing  in  the 
fint  instance  to  the  credit  of  the  Tzeasnzer,  the  means 
used  tor  placing  them  in  his  custody-  and  diqpoaal  are 
mmuiti  ttftfie  SkeUnd. 

Amwer  ta  gue^ion  the  Mrd. 
'*hi  lemot  to  a^y  mamjB  of  the  United  States,  de> 
Miited  in  9«nk^  hot  not  passed  to  the  credit  of  the 
T^eamrer,  the  Banks  are  considered  as  directly  re^n- 
■ible  to  the  United  States;  in  the  case  of  deposites  to  the 
endit  of  Uw  Treasurer,  diey  are  responaibfe,  in  the  first 
fawtanfft,  to  him,  ultnnatoly  to  the  United  Stales. 
Answer  to  fuestion  the  fourth. 
M  Only  two  cases  an  lecollected.  in  whidi  moncTS  of 
tte  United  States  mqr  be  otmaidered  as  having  been  de- 
Boaited  in  Bank  wi^outpasaing,  in  the  first  instance. 

the  aeooont  of  tlw  Treasurer.  These  relate,  first, 
to  the  proceeds  of  foreign  bills  sold  for  the  Government 
■nd  received  by  die  Bank,  (all  accounts  of  which  are 
mam  elMwdd  aeoond,  to  the  sum  of  9300,000, 
ht&ag  the  taiSj  sum  now  so  deported,  whidi  ariseafrom 
Hub  last  loan  bad  of  the  Bank.  It  is  left  (sn^'ect  to  the 
eventual  dedmon  ot  the  Legislature,)  as  an  ofbet  against 
the  second  instabnant  of  the  two  million  loan  from  the 
Bank. 

''The  effect  of  the  operation  wiU  be  this:  An  intwest 
tif  six  per  cent.,  M^able  to  the  Bank  i^cm  the  instal- 
ment, will  be  eztmgniahed  fimn  the  81st  DacMuber  las^ 
an  tetoresl  of  five  pv  oant,  fsyMb  to  Bank 
i^cMi  Aa  stun  bomnrad  of  itself  and  kft  in  dsfMaitai, 
And  it  has  been  endBaymed,  thatdqT,  to  preaem  oob- 
rtlluiirij  anil  TngnlsTitjin  ttin  ■mngnnimti  nf  thr  TVns 
■oiy.  "Hie  first  mslalmwit,  by  leaving  in  dqpoaito  an 
eowl  sum  of  the  proceeds  of  foreign  bills,  was  consider- 
M  as  efiected  on  Oke  81st  December,  I70S,thoiighthere 
was  not  power  to  otmsanunato  the  payment  tiU  some 
ifeMitba  after.  Hence,  it  beccnnear^iilar,tliat  each  sao- 
«eadin(  inatalment  aluNild  be  paid im the  laatof  Decem- 
ber <^eadi  year.  ThepronwmalmeasoiVftbns  adt^ted, 
was  the  only  expedient  in  the  power  of  the  Treasury  to 
reconcile,  as  &r  as  practicable,  considerations  relative  to 
the  pabhc  interest  and  credit,  with  legality  erf  procedore. 
Neither  the  sum  in  depoato,  on  the  one  hand,  nor  the 
instalment  payaUe  to  the  Baidt,  on  the  other,  is  bronght 
Into  the  probi^  staU  of  cash  lately  presented  to  the 
Honaa  of  Beimaentativea;  becanse  they  balance  eadi 
Mber  and  leave  the  resnlt  As  same. 

"liters  an  no  existing  sources  from  which  moneys 
«n  craw  into  the  Bank  m  anennt  of  the  United  Sttfi^ 


except  from  die  proceeds  of  tbe  ravense,  which,  a>  fa 
as  known,  are  oranprised  in  the  alatement  befiwe  Ifaa 
House  of  Bwresentatives.  So  that  then  is  no  reeomrca 
hot  a  loan  vnudi  ma  aoiply  the  deftdt  of  leeoqit  in  dw 
eowae  of  die  preeent  and  suceeedmg  4uutota>  eompaaad 
with  the  «qien^tare;  without  one,  a  &3aie  m  tba 
pnUic  payments  is  inevitable. 

"Ifwliathas  bera  said  should  net  give  die  €!au- 
mittee  the  light  diey  desire,  it  is  imagined  that  persona! 
exj^anations  would  lead  more  fully  to  their  object  than 
the  coarse  of  written  interrogatories  and  answers,  whkh 
can  only  partially  embrace  the  Subject,  and  may  pro* 
crastinato  a  right  understanding  of  it. 

"I  am,Bfr|iridieitMaa:i  and  regard,  A^c, 

"ALEX.  HAMILTOZr. 

"Thxodobb  Skuowick,  Esq.., 

"  Chairman  of  the  Committee.*' 

Aflor  reading  this  Letter,  Mr.  S.  obserred,  diat 
the  business  as  transacted,  in  the  manner  stated  in 
the  Secretary's  Letter,  was  the  most  beneficial 
possible  for  the  United  States,  beeaose  it  pre- 
vented any  money,  at  any  time  collected  for  tin 
public,  lying  beyond  the  reach  of  Uie  Gorersment 
and  useless.  He  further  obaerred,  that  gentlenMXi 
would  remember  that  it  was  necesaarr,  not  only 
to  proride  for  a  deficiency  which  mient  eadsC  at 
the  end  of  the  current  qoart^,  but  ^so  for  that 
next  aneoeedtng.  That,  to  emble  the  sdeet  oomf 
mittee  to  diadwi^  die  duty  wluch  they  owwl  to 
the  House  in  this  ttspett,  it  had  been  thwght  ec* 
p^ient  to  call  on  the  Secretary.  This  th^  had 
accordingly  done ;  and  had  extended  their  inqraif 
to  that  penod  to  fulfil  the  object  of  their  conmis- 
sion.  That  the  estimate  resulting  in  thfejr  r^ort 
was  formed  of  the  beat  materials  diey  could  ctd- 
lect.   He  said  that,  in  several  particulars,  it  was 

rbaUe  that  the  estimate  might  not  be  justified 
events.  It  ought,  however,  to  be  remembered, 
tfiat  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Lenslatufe  to  put  the 
preservation  of  the  public  credit  almost  oeyond 
the  reach  of  the  possibility  of  being  injured. 

The  first  article,  he  mentioned,  was  the  deficit 
which  would  exist  on  the  first  of  April,  amoimting, 
as  clearly  reported  to  the  House,  to  J621,294  18— 
1,000,000  florins  were  to  be  paid  in  Holland  by  the 
fint  of  July.  The  committee  had  agreed  to  esti- 
mate this  at  $40(^000,  though,  acc^ing  to  the 
present  rate  of  exchange,  it  would  unount  to 
about  $40,000  more.  Gentlemen  would  undoubt- 
edly perceive  that  it  was  for  the  public  iuteieit 
that  uiis  object  should  he  {provided  for  as  early  as 
possible,  that  advantage  mi^t  be  taken  of  the  oi^ 
curring  circumstances,  so  as  to  conduct  the  busi- 
ness most  profitably  for  the  United  States.  One 
quarter  of  the  interest  of  the  Public  Debt  was 
$700,000 ;  one  quarter  of  the  Civil  List  was  esti- 
mated at  $50,000.  This  he  said  would  amount  to 
somewhat  more,  owing  to  the  increase  of  the 
number  of  the  members  of  the  Legislature.  The 
remaining  item  mentioned  hy  him  was  the  Army 
expenditures,  estimated  at  $375,000.  This  item, 
he  observed,  might  vary  more  from  the  estimate 
than  any  of  the  preceding.  It  might  rise  consider- 
ably above  it,  ft  might  ML  eonaideMUy  below. 
The  coojectore  woola,  bowerer,  be  fouul  probidl^y 
not  ftr  mm  tha  truth.  The  aggiegate  of  tluna 
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acnreiKl  itens  amouoted  to  $2,148^  18.  To 
MMisfy  thu  sum.  it  appeared,  by  returns  in  the  Se- 
aretarjr's  office,  that  there  wotud  foil  due  of  duties 
on  imports  and  tonna^  in  the  months  of  April, 
May,  and  Jnn^  and  of  course  in  season  to  meet 
the  demands  vhieh  may  be  made  on  the  Ant  of 
July,  $448,802  22.  There  will  also  be  received, 
in  the  same  period,  one  quarter  of  the  annual  du- 
ties on  distilled  spirits,  amounting  by  estimate  to 
$100,000 ;  which,  added  to  the  retunud  amount 
of  the  duties  as  before  stated,  $448,803  2S, 
m^es  an  aggregate  of  $548,802  22.  This  sum, 
deducted  from  the  aggregate  of  the  estimated  de- 
DMUtds  which  may  become  necessary  to  be  dis- 
ehund,  being  as  before  stated  ^146,294  18, 
wDiiid  leftTe  a  Mlanee  to  be  provided  for  by  loan 
of  $1^,491  96. 

He  observed,  however,  that  there  w«re  two  eoo- 
•■derations  which  would  oonsidmbly  lessen  this 
balance.  These  were,  first,  that  there  was  a  d^- 
ciency  of  returns  of  bonded  duties :  and,  second, 
the  revenue  of  the' present  year,  arising  from  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  ^ieh  would  be  in  fact  received 
previous  to  the  first  day  of  July.  These  two  arti- 
cles the  Secretary  had  estimated  at  $600,000 ;  this 
he  had  founded  on  his  experience  on  this  subject 
The  committee  had  thought  their  report  might 
tesolt  in  round  numbers,  departing  somewhat  from 
the  Secretary's  estimate,  by  reducing  the  $600,000 
to  $597,491  96,  leaving,  according  to  their  report, 
a  balance  of  $1,000,000  to  he  provided  for  by  loan. 

BCr.  8.  said,<tt  was  true  that  all  the  demands  on 
the  Tieasnry  might  not  be  made  at  the  precise 
moment  thw  heeame  doe.  It  was^  indeed,  pro- 
bable that  the  money  due  to  foreign  t^cers  in 
particular  might  not :  but  he  repeated  thai  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  put  the  public  credk 
beyond  the  reach  of  injury ;  and  that,  by  the  re- 
port of  the  select  committee,  the  authority  to  bor- 
\  row  was  only  to  exist  in  the  case  of  necessity. 
Miv  Onxs  8aid,theOhainnanof  tbesdeetcom- 
mittee  had  made  a  fair  and  comprehensive  state- 
ment of  the  conduct  of  the  committee,  as  far  as  he 
had  gone ;  there  were,  however,  some  facts  which 
he  had  omitted,  that  he  thought  should  be  com- 
municated. He  said  that^  in  the  course  of  the 
committee's  investigation,  it  bad  appeared  that  the 
contract  contemplated  by  the  act  for  incorporating 
the  Bank,  had  been  dated  either  in  June  or  July. 
It  had,  however,  been  agreed  that  it  should  have 
a  relHMpectiTe  effect,  so  as  to  interest  the  United 
States  m  the  Bank  from  the  commencement  of  its 
operations.  He  thought  it  also  his  duty  to  state 
to  the  committee,  though  not  in  oppraition  to  the 
report,  that  it  bad  been  made  a  question  whether 
the  payment  of  the  instalments  due  to  the  Bai^ 
from  the  United  States  should  be  considered  as 
filling  due  at  the  time  of  the  commencement  of 
i»  operations,  or  at  the  thne  of  executing  the  con- 
tract. That  this  question  had  been  referred  to  the 
Attorney  Qeneral,  who  had  Ei^en  an  opinion  in 
fkvor  of  the  latter  period.   That  the  Secretary, 
notwithstanding,  had,  in  (^positioa  to  this  opinion, 
made  the  first  payment  m  December,  very  near 
the  time  when  thie  Bank  commenced  its  opera- 
tioMH  ilutcad<of  Jane  or  My,  vhen  the  copuact 
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was  executed.  Mr.  G.  said  he  meiely  stated  these 

facts,  believing  the  coimniltee  should  be  ac<|iiaiat- 
ed  with  thera. 

Mr.  BEnawioE  said,  the  facts  mentioned  by  the 
gentleman  bom  Virginia  \Mi.  Giles]  baa  ^ 
peared  during  the  investigauon  of  the  committe& 
and  were  tnOy  stated.  That  he  himself  should 
have  mentitmed  them,  had  be  sujiposed  they  could 
have  any  influence  in  determining  the  question 
under  eonsidnaCion.  That,  when  this  question 
was  decided,  he  would  bring  forward  a  motioD  by 
which  the  House  should  be  officially  possessed  m 
a  knowledge  of  those  facts.  At  present,  he  would 
only  observe  to  the  committee,  that  it  was  tnn 
the  contract  between  the  Secretary  and  the  Baak 
in  pursuance  of  the  kgal  provisimi,  was  ejceoom 
in  June  at  July ;  thai  it  was,  by  the  ooatrae^ 
aj^reed  that  it  should  hare  a  rctmspective  Ofcitr 
tion  to  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  ne- 
gotiations of  the  Bank.  It  ought,  however,  to  be 
noticed,  that  by  this  means  the  United  States 
were  obliged  to  pay  an  interest  of  six  per  cent  on 
the  amount  of  their  subscription  for  the  time  pre- 
ceding the  date  of  the  emtcaet,  but  they  were  for 
the  same  time  interested  in  the  profits  oi  the  BaId^ 
which,  amounting,  to  considerably  more  than  ux 
per  cent.,  the  dinerence  Was  a  clear  balance  in 
uvor  of  the  public.  It  was  also  to  be  observed 
that,  by  paying  the  instalmmts  in  December,  in- 
stead of  June  or  July,  a  debt  due  frwa  the  Go- 
vernment, bearing  an  interest  <^  six  per  cent.,  was 
exobaagBd  for  me  beariag  a  ialercst  of  five  ntt 
cent,  so  that  in  both  the  instanoes  mettioiMd  by 
the  gendflauik  dters  was  a  clear  and  manifest 
saving  to  the  United  Siatas. 

The  report  of  the  select  ecnunittee  was  agreed 
to  and  adopted  by  the  House,  and  Mr.  Sbdgwiok, 
Mr.  Giles,  and  Mr.  Deabborm,  were  directed  to 
report  a  bill  conformably  thereto. 

Mr.  Sbogvick  then  nloved  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  furnish  the  Hons* 
with  a  copy  of  the  contract  made  in  pursuance  of 
the  eleventh  section  of  the  act  for  incorooratlBg 
the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States; 
also,  a  copy  of  any  opinion  which  may  have  been 
given  by  the  Attorney  Gtateral,  relative  to  a  eoa- 
struction  of  the  contract ;  and  that  he  inform  the 
House  of  any  provisional  measures  which  may 
have  been  taken  to  discharge  the  sectmd  instal- 
ment, due  OD  the  said  loan.  This  motion  was 
agreedto.  - 

He  next  moved,  that  a  committee  be  appomted 
to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  providiag  Jot  th« 
second  instalment,  due  oa  a  loan  made  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  This  motioa  ww  th9 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr* 
Sbdowick,  Mr.  W.  Surra,  and  Mr.  Canwau^ 
DBB,  accndingly  appointed. 

MoM»AY,  IMarch  8. 

A  petition  of  the  merchaotSj  manufacturers  of 
iron,  and  ship-builders,  in  the  ouy  of  Philadelphia 
and  its  vicimty,  whose  names  are  thereunto  sub- 
scribed, was  luresented  to  the  House  and  rea^ 
pnying  thai  so  much  of  the  impost  laws  of  th* 
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United  States  as  imposes  a  doty  on  the  impoEta- 
bon  of  bar  iron,  may  be  repealed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitioD  be  leferred  to 
Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  Mr.  FiTzaiMONs,  and  Mr. 
SnnowicK,  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  there- 
upon, to  the  House. 

Mr.  Sedqwick,  from  the  committee,  presented 
a  bill  authorizing  a  loan  of  one  million  of  dollus ; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Message  from  the  Presi- 
dent or  THE  United  States,  of  the  7th  day  of 
January  last,  respecting  the  appointment  of  an 
n&ceT  for  the  receiriiig,  safe-keeping,  and  distri- 
buting of  public  supplies,  under  the  direction  of 
the  War  Department,  be  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 
'  Mr.  Tract,  from  the  committee  am>ointed,  pre* 
seated  a  bill  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  within  the  United  States  j  which  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

The  following  Message  was  reeeired  from  the 
Prebident  of  the  United  States: 
Oentkmen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  fiyute  of  Rgtretaitatkiei  .• 

I  transmit  to  yon  an  extract  from  a  Letter  of  Mr. 
Bhort,  relative  to  our  afbin  with  Spain,  and  copies  of 
two  Letters  from  onr  Minister  at  Lisbon,  with  their  en- 
closures, containing  intelligence  from  Algiers;  the 
whole  of  these  commuoicationji  are  made  in  ccmfidence, 
floumt  the  paasige  inMr.CSiort'a  Letter  whidi  leqwets 
tbe  maniin  omiwr. 

G.  WASHmOTON. 
Vxrm  Statbs,  Mardt  8, 17M. 

The  said  Bfessage  and  papers  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Report  was  read  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  on  sundry  petitions  which  had  been 
referred  to  him.  The  letter  enclosing  this  report 
suggests  to  the  House,  whether  it  would  not  be 
exi)e(lient  to  place  the  business  of  reporting  on 
petitions  in  some  other  channel,  as  the  pressure  of 
his  official  duties,  in  addition  to  the  extra  business 
of  the  inc|uiry  into  the  Treasury  Department,  will 
not  permit  him  to  pay  that  seasonable  and  [>rompt 
attention  to  these  petitions  iHiielt  the  parties  ex- 
pect and  have  jast  claim  to. 

Mr.  Sedowice,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented,  a  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  the 
second  instalment  due  on  a  loan  made  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States;  which  was  read  twice  and 
eommitted. 

Ordered,  That  the  resdution  agreed  to  by  this 
House  on  the  second  of  January  liut,  "  for  appro- 
priating a  sum  of  money,  in  addititm  to  the  provi- 
sion heretofore  made  to  defray  any  expense  which 
may  be  incurred  in  relation  to  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,"  be 
committed  to  Mr.  William  Smith,  Mr.  Ames. 
and  Mr.  New,  with  instruction  to  prepare  and 
hnna  in  a  bill  or  bills  pursuant  thereto. 

I&solved,  That  the  Presioeht  op  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this 
House  a  statement  of  the  gross  sum  of  money 
wliich  has  been  tdranced  by  die  United  8tates,in 


making  presents  to  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  b- 
dians,  since  the  treaty  made  at  New  York;  abo^ 
all  expenses  incurred,  and  sums  of  money  e^ntd- 
ed,  in  making  the  said  treaty. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carnbs  and  Mr.  Macon  be 
a  c<Hnmittee  to  wait  on  the  President,  widi  the 
foracoioff  resolution. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  Message  from  the  Pu- 
bident  of  the  United  States,  of  the  30di  id- 
timo,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Go- 
vernor of  Norm  Car^Jina,  covering  a  resdntioa  of 
the  L^idatnre  of  that  State;  as,  also,  the  peti- 
ti(ms  tn  Thomas  Person  and  others,  proprietors  d 
lands  in  the  Territory  of  die  United  States  Sondi 
c^tfae  river  Ohio,  and  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Uni- 
Tersity  of  North  Carolina;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported 
(Mngress. 


Tdesdat,  March  4. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  lou 
of  one  million  of  dollars ;  and,  aAer  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  HaX  the 
Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  conaden- 
tion,  and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  iM 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committieof 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  prepare  and  report  to  the  House  an 
estimate  of  me  expense  that  vriU  be 
^ace  the  principal  seaports  and  harbors  (a  ue 
l7nited  States  in  a  state  of  ^fenee;  and,  uta 
stnne  time  spent  thermn,  the  Committee  rose,  ana 
reported  progress. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  resolution  sent  from  the 
Senate,  "proposing  an  article  of  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  respecung 
the  Judicial  power ;"  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported,  that  the  Commit- 
tee had  had  the  said  resolution  imder  coosiaeR* 
tion,  and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  seconded,  to 
amend  the  said  proposed  article  of  amendment,*! 
the  Clerk's  table,  by  addingto  the  end  thereof,  tw 
words  following,  to  wit :  '"Where  such  State  sMU 


in  the  negative— yeas  8,  nays  77,  as  follows: 

YaAS^ohn  Beatty,  EIi«i  Boudmot,  I>«J>W  Hart* 
WilUam  Hindman.  Benn  Latimer.  Andrew  VkMeoM 
Thomas  Scott,  and  SUaa  Talbot.  ,  ..^ 

Nats.— Fidwr  Ames,  Theodonu  Bailey,  AbraWB 
BaWwm,  Thomas  Blount,  Shearjashub  Boame,  H« 
jamin  Bourne.  Thomas  P.  Games,  Gabriel  tfi^ 
Thomas  Claiborne,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  CoSn,  Jo«^ 
Ooit,  Isaac  Coles,  William  S.  Dawson.  HeniyJ^ 
bom,  George  Dent,  Wfflbm  Ffaidlsy,  Tho«« 
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moiu,  Dwigfat  Farter,  Biddd  Gilbert,  William  B. 
Gilai^  JameeGjUcqne,  NididM  Gilman,  Henty  Okniit 
Benjenun  Goodhn^  Jamee  Gordon,  Wiltiain  Bany 
Grove,  George  Hancock,  Carter  B.  HarriMn,  JtAii 
Heath,  Jamee  HiUhotue,  Semoet  Holten,  John  Honter, 
'William  Irrine,  Amaaa  Leamed,  Bichaid  Bland  Lee, 
Malhew  Locke,  William  LTman,  Ifathaniel  Maoon, 
Franda  Malbone,  Joeej^  McDowell,  Alexander  Me- 
bane,  William  Montgomery,  Andrew  Moore,  Peter  Mnh- 
lonberg,  William  Vana  Murray,  Joaepb  Neville,  An- 
thony New,  John  Nidwlaa,  Nathaniel  Nilea,  John 
Page,  Jonah  Parker,  Franda  Preaton,  Robert  Rather* 
fora,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  JtAin  8.  Snierbnme,  Jobxt 
eniilie,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  Samnel  Smith, 
^^unnaa  Sprin;  Zephaiuah  Swift,  George  Thatcher, 
Uriah  Tracy,  Thomaa  Tredwell,  Jonathan  TnunboU, 
John  E.  Van  Allen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Peter  Van 
Gaa^mk,  Abraham  VenaUe,  Vtleg  Wadawerth,  Fran- 
da  Walker,  John  Watta,  Bennunin  WiUianu,  Paine 
Wingate,  Kidiard  Winn,  and  Jose[4i  Winaton. 

The  resolution  of  the  Senate,  containing  the 
said  mvpoaed  article  of  amendmeot,  was  then 
Tead  the  third  tim^  as  follows : 

"  Reaoked,  by  tie  Senate  and  Hou$e  of  Raretent- 
atwet  of  tke  United  States  of  America,  in  Congreu 
a§$emiudf  two-thirda  of  foM  Akhmi  eoneurrm;.  That 
Ae  Mkvwing  artide  be  propoaed  to  ditf  Legtdatnret  tA 
die  aeveral  Statea,  aa  an  amendment  to  die  Goiiatita> 
tknofdie  United  States,  irikieh,  when  ratified  by  dizee- 
fiNnlhs  (tfthe  aaid  Legidattuea,  diall  be  valid  as  part  of 
the  said  Constitntion,  viz : 

*'The  Jodidal  power  of  the  United  Statea  ahall  not 
beconatmedto  extend  to  anyinitin  law  or  equity  com- 
menced  or  pnoeented  against  one  of  the  United  States 
\y  dliiena  of  another  State,  at  by  dtiiaiis  or  soljeGls  of 
a^ibnign  State:" 

And  on  the  question,  that  this  House  doth  con- 
cur with  the  Senate  in  the  said  proposed  article  of 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  it  was  resolred  in  the  affirmative — yeas  81) 
nays  9,  as  follows : 

Yaxs. — ^Fisher  Ames,  Theodonu  Bailey,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  Thomas  Blount,  Shearjashnb  Bourne,  Bei^a- 
■in  Boome,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  Thomas  P.  Games, 
Gabriel  Christie,  Thomas  Claiborne,  David  Cobb,  Peleg 
Coffin,  Joahna  Coit,  Isaac  Coles,  William  J.  Dawaon, 
Henry  Dearborn,  George  Dent,  Samuel  Dexter,  Wil- 
liam  Kndlmr,  Dwi^  Foster,  Ezddd  Gilbert,  William 
B.  Giles,  Jamea  Ginespie,  Nidiolas  CKIman,  Hnuy 
Glenn,  Benjamin  Goo&ue,  Jamea  Gordtn,  William 
Barry  Gnm,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  John  Hewdi,  Daniel 
Heiater,  Jamea  Hillhouse,  Samnd  Holten,  idui  Hun- 
ta-,  William  Irvine,  Hemy  Latimer,  Amasa  Learned, 
Richard  Bland  Lae»  Matthew  Locke,  William  Lyman, 
Nathanid  Maeon,  James  Madison,  Frauds  Malbone, 
Joasph  McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane,  William  Mont- 
msenb  Andraw  Moore,  Paler  Muhlenberg,  William 
Tana  MaiTayf  Joaqph  NeviHe,  Anthony  New,  John  Ni- 
dM>IaB,  Nathanid  Nilea,  Jojui  Page,  Joaiah  PaAer, 
Frauds  Preaton,  Robert  Rutherford,  Theodore  Sedg- 
wick, Jdin  8.  Sherburne,  John  SmiKe,  Jeremiah  &nilh, 
larmd  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  William  Smttii,  Thomas 
Bprin,  Zqdianiah  Swift,  George  Thatdwr,  Uriah  Tra- 
CT,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Jouadtan  Tnunbtdl,  -l<An  £. 
Tan  AlleB,  Philb  Van  Cwtlandt,  Peter  Van  Gaaabeck, 
Altaham  VoiaUe,  Pdeg  Wadswoitth,  Franda  Walker, 
John  Watts,  Benjamin  WSliama,  Paine  Wingate, 
Kdwd  Wtauii,  ud  Whalni. 


NAXs^ohtt  Beatty,  EUas  Bondinot,  Thnnas  Fili- 
simotts,  Genge  Hancock,  WiHiam  Hindmaa,  Andrsw 
Pick«i%  Thomaa  Soott,  Sites  Talbot,  and  Artemaa 
Ward. 

BSTIMATB  OF  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  asain  rraolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  of  the  sums  necessary  to 
be  appropriated  for  the  service  of  the  year  one 
thoosand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-^bvr;  and,  af- 
ter some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chalrmwn  re- 
ported that  the  committee  had  again  had  the  said 
report  under  consideration,  and  come  to  a  resolu- 
tion thereupon:  ^ich  he  delivered  in  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  Hoase.  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That,  for  the  support  of  the  Militury 
Establishment  of  the  United  States,  for  the  rear 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  there 
be  appropriated  a  sum  of  money,  not  exceeding 
one  milhon  four  hundred  and  fifty-seven  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars  and  on* 
cent;  that  is  to  say.: 

For  the  pay  of  the  Legion  of  the 

United  States  -         -         -  (303,684  09 

For  subsistence    -         -         -  312,567  75 

For  forage         .         -         -  31,632  00 

For  clothing       ...  112,000  00 

For  equipments  for  the  cavalry  -  7,314  05 

For  horses  for  the  cavalry        -  16,000  00 

For  bounty        -        -        -  5,000  00 

For  the  Hospital  Department    -  20,000  00 

For  the  Ordnance  Department  -  6,715  3& 
For  repairs  ud  articles  directed 
to  be  made  and  poichased  by 
the  pRieinBHT  of  the  UnrrBn 

Statbb-  -  -  -  202,783  34 
For  defensive  ]Hroteetiai  of  dke 

frontiers  -  -  '  -  130,000  00 
For  the  Indian  Dejurtment  •  5(^000  00 
For  the  Q.uartermaster's  Depart- 
ment -  100,000  00 
For  contingencies  of  the  War  De- 
partment -  -  -  30,000  00 
And  for  InTklid  Peosioiis         -  80;g39  56 

$1,457,936  01 

Ordered^  Thata  hill  or  bilk  be  brotuht  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution}  and  Uiat  Mr.  Bourn- 
NOT,  Mr.  TRDHBaLL,  and  Mr.  Oillbspie,  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  same. 

WanKBsnAT,  March  5. 

An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  a  loan  of  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars  was  read  the  third  time. 

Rmoived,  That  the  said  bill  do  pass,  and  that 
the  title  be,  "  An  act  aiuhorizing  a  loan  of  <»ia 
million  of  dollars." 

A  petitim  of  the  mann&ctnrers  of  luts,  in  the 
towns  of  FrederiekslHi^,  and  Falmouth  in  tike 
State  of  Virginia,  whose  names  are  thereunto  sub- 
scribed, was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  that  an  additional  duhr  nutr  be  imposea 
npM  the  importation  ci  hats  nom  nteign  eoim- 
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tries ;  and  thai  such  duties  may  be  laid  on  the  ex- 
portation of  beaver  and  other  furs  fVoni  the  United 
State^  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  encourage  and  pro- 
tect domestic  manufactures.  Also,  the  sereral 
petitions  of  the  maniAotuten  of  hats  in  the  States 
of  New  York,  Pcnasylraiiia,  and  Delaware,  to  the 
a^e  effect. 

Ortknd,  That  the  said  petitifflis  be  tefeired  to 
Mr.  Wattb,  Mr.  Coit,  Mr.  Hutdhan,  Mr.  Djgx- 
TlB,  Mr.  OfLca,  Mr.  Dattok,  and  Mr.  Page  ;  that 
they  do  ezunme  the  luUter  thereof,  and  report 
t^  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  DsAnBOBH,  (torn  the  e<»Bmittee  appointed 
to  report  on  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  Usht- 
faouse  on  the  island  ofSeffuin,at  the  mouth otthe 
rirer  KeuDebeck,  in  the  District  of  Maine,  made 
a  rnrart;  which  was  read :  Whereupon, 

JteBolied,  That  it  is  expedient  for  the  United 
States  to  establish  a  Ught-nouse  on  the  island  of 
dcvoin,  near  the  enttanoe  of  the  river  Kennebeck, 
im  the  District  of  Maine. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  tuKHight  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Deab- 
BOHM,  Mr.  Bbhjahin  BonxMS}  and  Mr.  Tbact, 
do  preMre  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  FrrzsiicoffB,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, jpreaeated  a  bill  to  proride  a  naval  armament ; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

rORTiriCATIONS. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  report  rel^ive  to  placing  the  ports 
and  harbors  of  the  United  States  in  a  posture  of 
defence — Mr.  Boddinot  in  the  Chair. 

The  report  was  read.  It  states  that  the  follow- 
ing potts  and  harbors  ought  to  be  put  in  a  state  of 
dwnce,  to  wit :  Portland,  in  Maine ;  Portsmouth, 
in  New  Hampshire ;  Cape  Ann,  Salem,  Marble- 
bead,  Boston,  in  Massachusetto ;  Mewport,  Rhode 
Island ;  New  London,  Connecticut j  New  York} 
Philadelphia ;  Baltimore ;  Norfolk }  Wilmington, 
North  Carolina}  Ocntooek  Inlet,  Charleston, 
Bovth  Carolina ;  Savannah,  Geon^a.  Tiie  forti- 
Aeations  to  be  of  a  nature  to  itnai  the  several 
porta  and  harbors  against  surprise  by  nanl  anua- 
meats;  that  the  several  places  to  be  fortified  be 
nniBOied  by  troops  in  the  pay  of  the  United 
States. 

Ttom  the  estimates  it  appears  that  the  siraiis  ne- 
cessary to  erect  the  fbrtifieati<»s 
amount  to         -        -        •    $76,053  SS 

That  two  hundred  wiU  be 

necessary,  whtehf  with  thair  oan»> 
ages,  4c.,  amount  to      -        .     96,615  00 


•178^696  52 

The  annual  expenses  of  the  troops  necessary  to 
garrison  the  several  fortifications,  mcluding  pay, 
subsistence,  Ac^  $90,349  25. 

The  committee  state  that,  in  their  opinion,  the 
security  of  the  United  States  renders  it  necessary 
to  provide  the  cannoi^  whether  the  fortifications 
should  be  erected  or  not.  The  repmt  goes  on  to 


state  the  expense  which  iVouM  prcdiaUy  be  iam- 
red  at  the  sev«al  places  mentioned ;  die  I8pe> 
gate  of  which  is  as  above  stated. 

Mr.  FtTzsraoNS,  who  was  on  the  sdeet  com- 
mittee, observed  that  it  must  appear  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  that  the  report  vras  sub- 
stantially a  recommendafamr  measure,  the  ctrrr- 
ing  of  which  into  eucution  must  eventntllr 
depend  on  various  circouutanees;  all  that  Con- 
gress can  do,  he  added,  was  to  vote  a  sum  of  money; 
and  leave  the  execution  of  the  plan  to  the  discTfr 
tion  of  the  Pbbsident  or  the  Unitbd  Stat^ 
to  be  completed  in  such  manner  as  he  may  fins 
expedient.  The  Committee  went  through  the  re- 
port  ;  some  alterations  were  made  by  ineretuug 
the  number  of  ^aoes  to  be  fortified,  and  diniai^ 
ing  the  number  of  eaomcm  in  others,  so  that  the 
aggregate  of  the  expense  remains  the  same. 

Mr.  FiTzaiHOMS  tihen  mored  sundry  resoluionB 
fbr  carrying  the  report  into  effect;  these  mre 
severally  put  and  agreed  to :  as  follows: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  authorized  to  cause  such  of  the  ports 
and  harbors  of  the  United  States  to  be  pat 
ixao  a  state  of  defence,  aa  he  nu^  judge  neeesanr, 
and  that  a  sttn,  not  exceeding  —  d(dlan,bt 
provided  for  that  purpose. 

"iZeeolffd,  That  provision  ou^t  to  be  made  m 
procuring  one  hundred  eanntm  of  thirty-six  pmao- 
ers,  and  one  hundred  of  twenty-fonr  powoci^ 
with  carriages  and  implements  for  the  same. 

"  Thai  carriages  and  implements  for  one  kin- 
dred and  flily  cannon,  with  five  hundred  and  sixtr 
tons  of  cannon  shot,  ought  to  be  procured,  sm 
that  a  sum  not  exceeding  — —  be  provided  for  l« 
purpose  aforesaid.  .  , 

"Beaolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Vnm 
States  be  authorized  to  employ  such  V^Sf^ 
troops,  on  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  Unnw 
States,  as  he  majr  judge  necessary,  in  any  of  ue 
fortifications  which  may  be  erected  for  fh*.^ 
fence  of  any  the  porU  or  harbors  of  the  united 
Statea.** 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  Chaiimtt 
reported  the  amiendmeBts  and  reM^ndons  tke 
House.  ^ 

The  ameodBKnts  were  to  insert  Penobscot,  Ml- 
ehiU)  Newboryport,  Annapolis,  and  Oeoq;etoini) 
South  CuoUna,  as  places  to  be  fortified^  w 
several  amendments  and  resolutions  were  tdoptoi 
by  the  House.   And  it  was 

OnUmL  That  a  biU  or  bifls  bebcoagbt  inj» 
sUKEtt  to  the  said  refeoladons,  and  that  Hr^r^ 
8IK0NB,  Mr.  GoonnuB,  Mr.  JBitBMiAB  WAW" 
woBTH.Mr.  PoiiBBBT,  Mr.  M  ALSO  KG,  Mf.  Botjj* 
MOT,  Mr.  Parkgb,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Wiuit,  »• 
GiLMAS,  Mt.  WAtTs.  Mr.  0»»,  Mr.  BalbwiJi 
Mr.  Israel  Smitb,  Mr.  Latimer,  and  Mr.  U"' 
TON,  do  prepue  ana  bring  in  the  same.  . 

The  foUowir^  Message  was  received  "W* 
PassiDEMT  of  TBS  Uniteu  States: 

Omthmen  of  Hu  SenatB,  mtd 

of  the  Haute  of  ReprtnnttUSm: 

The  Sacretsiy  of  State  havhig  nmrted  to  m 
ths  semal  eomplafaita  wliHfc  haw  haen  1oig» 
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«dfeeat«iiiittlMT«KfttiMUUkdqid»lioiUDnoQT  ooni- 
BHiee  snee  the  cOTMnwcwmnt.  of  the  Buiopeaa  wer, 
I  tnoHUit  to  joD  B  cumoti^  itetemcn^  to^dwrwith 
dM  doenttwti  npon  whidi  it  u  finudBd. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 
VxmD  9rATu,  ifbrdi  A,  1794. 

The  said  Mewage  and  papers  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Samobl  Smith,  Mr. 
Nicholas,  Mr.  SEDomcE,  Bfr.BEMJAJfin  BonaifB, 
and  Bdr.  Hbistbr;  that  they  do  exanune  the  xatA- 
m  theretrf*,  and  rowrt  the  same,  with  their  opin- 
iem  thereupon,  to  like  House. 

BAr.  FiTzaiMOKB,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  so  much  of  the  Speech  of  the  Phe- 
aiDENT  OF  THE  UitiTED  SxATES  as  respects  arms 
and  military  stores,  magazines  and  arsenals,  made 
a  report ;  which  was  raid,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted  to  a  Committee  a  the  Whole  Honae  on 
Friday  next. 

Mr.  WiLUAM  Smith,  from  the  cnnmittee  ap- 
poisited,  presented  a  lull  making^  farther  provision 
ibr  die  ejqfwntes  atteBdi^g  the  mtereooRc  of  the 
United  States  with  foreign  nations ;  which  was 
read  twice  and  oMamitted. 

Bfr.  Swift,  from  the  eominittec  to  whom  was 
refeired  the  petition  of  Josiah  Witter,  made  a  re- 
port ;  which  was  read :  Whereupon, 

JicBt^ved,  That  the  Secretary  ot'  War  be  direct- 
ed to  make  a  report  of  the  eases  of  all  claimants 
to  be  placed  on  the  pensioa  list  of  the  United 
State^  who  have  obtained  certiiScates  from  the 
Cireut  Courts,  signed  as  Gommissioners,  or  ftom 
the  District  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Maine,  for  the 
purpose  that  Congress  may  plaoe  m  the  pension 
list  those  claimants  whose  caaas  eome  cleariy 
within  the  descriptirai  of  law. 

Mr.  HiLLBOtisB,  from  the  committee  apjpotntad, 
presented  a  bill  to  authorise  Sphraim  Kimberly 
lo  locate  the  land  warrant  issued  to  him  fii«  sec- 
vieos  in  the  lata  Americanarmy ;  which  was  read 
twioe  and  eonunitled. 


Thorsdat,  March  6. 

A  patMen  (tf  John  Jordan  and  Tkomu  Knight, 
of  ika  city  of  Phttadelphia,  was  presenMd  to  the 
Hoase  smd  read,  praymg  that  they  may  receive 
the  DToportion  of  pnse  money  due  to  them  as 
aaarukesonboaad  the  Continental  ^p  Bon  Homme 
ftiehard,  under  the  eonunand  of  C^tain  John 
Paul  Jones,  dtsing  the  late  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  pctidon  be  referred  to 
the  Seerctary  of  War.  with  mstntction  to  examine 
the  same,  and  report  nis  ^nion  thwanpon  to  the 
House. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  mewhants  of  the  town 
of  BaltiauHre^  in  the  State  of  Muryfaind,  whose 
names  an  dienanto  subscribed,  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  i«ad,  praying  tban  a  Navail  foree 
nay  be  provided  adamiate  to  the  pcotaetion  of  the 
eoounme^  the  Uutcd  Stntes  against  the  Alge- 
rine  corsairs. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  bereferred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Wbdie  House  to  whom  is 
ooaanilted  the  bill  to  {novide  a  Naval  armament. 

A  petitioa  itf  Bradley  and  Mix,  of  NewHann, 
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in  the  State  of  Couwotisnt,  was  psesented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  that  an  Bdditi<»al  dnt^r 
may  be  laid  on  the  importatirai  of  metal  battens 
from  foreign  oountries,  or  such  eneouragemaat 

S'ren  to  the  manu&eture  of  the  said  article  widiin 
e  United  States  as  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress 
shall  seem  meet. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  roferrod  to 
Mr.  Watts,  Mr.  Corr,  Mr.  Hindhan,  Mr.  Dsx- 
TEB,  Mr.  GiLne,  Mr.  Dayton,  and  Mr.  Faoe;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  there<^,  and  report 
the  sam^  with  their  o^ion  thexenpni,  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  BoopiNOT,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 

girt  of  the  Military  EstfUtlisIiment  of  the  United 
tales  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  lumdrvd 
and  ninety-^Qur;  whieh  was  read  twice  and  con- 
mitted. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  ajK 
pointed,  presented  ^  bill  transferring,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  jurisdiction  suits  and  offices  fropi 
the  tMstrict  to  the  Circuit  Court  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  assigning  certain  duties  in  reflect  to 
Invalid  Pensions,  to  the  Attorney  of  the  said  Dis- 
trict; which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Hooae  <m  the  bill  providing  for  de- 
stroying certificates  of  certain  descriptions,  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Cnairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  no  amendment 
diereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Sahdel  Smith,  from  the  committee,  ap^ 
pointed,  presented  a  bill  allowing  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Tonsard  an  equivalent  fbr  his  pension  for 
Ufte:  wfaieh  was  read  twice  and  committed. 
>  llie  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  oa  the  bill  mrting  farther  pro- 
vision fw  the  expenses  attending  the  intercourse 
of  the  United  States  with  foreign  nations ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  tberein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  biU 
under  consideration,  and  made  an  amendment 
tiliereto;  which  he  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's 
table. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  widi  the  amend- 
ment, do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wattb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  "Ae  ^tition  of  Stephen  Paranque,  mate 
a  report ;  which  was  read :   Whereupon, « 

BemOoed,  "^hat  the  said  Stf^ihao  Paratmuebe 
permitted  to  unlade  his  cargo  in  the  port  of  New 
York,  on  i^vinr  bond  and  seaorlt^  for  the  isties 
dieraof  to  the  Colleetor  of  the  said  port  <^  New 
York,  on  the  usual  credit  of  six,  nine,  and  twdve 
montni,  to  be  computed  from  ih»  tiaa  of  ns- 
loadittg. 

Or&redf  That  a  bill  b»  brouffht  in,  pmuast  to 
the  said  nsolotaon,  and  that  Mr.-  Watt^  Mr. 
HiATB,  and  Mr.  CAnnss,  do  prepare  and  brmg  in 
the  same. 

The  House  again  residved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mitteeof  the  Whole.  House  on  the  report  of  the 
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•ommittee  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  sueh 
fihanding  Roles  and  Orders  w  jHoeeeding  aa  may 
be  proper  to  be  obeerred  in  this  House ;  and,  after 
aome  time  ^ent  therun,  the  Committee  rose  and 
reported  progress. 

SLAVE  TRADE. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  curvinc  on  the  slare 
trade  from  the  ports  of  the  UnitecT  States— Mr. 
BoiTDiiroT  in  the  Chair. 

The  two  first  sections  of  the  bill  were  agreed 
to.  with  one  alteration  mored  by  Mr.  Trumbull, 
which  was  to  give  the  District  Coort  as  well  as 
die  Circuit  Courts  cognizance  of  the  offence. 

The  third  section,  which  relates  to  the  penalty, 
dtc,  it  was  moved  should  be  stniek  out.  This 
motion  was  Begatived.  It  was  then  moved  to  in- 
sert the  word  foreign  before  "  ship  or  ressel 
"which  was  agre!ed  to. 

The  Committee  proceeded  through  the  bill, 
which  was  reported  to  the  House  widi  sundry 
amendments ;  these  were  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
and  the  hiU  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 


Fbidat,  March  7. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  prohibit  the  carrying  on 
the  dave  trade  from  the  United  States  to  any 
foreign  plaee  or  country,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  providing  for  destroyed  cer- 
tificates of  certain  descriptions,  was  read  the  third 
.time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Go- 
Temment  Tor  the  year  1794,"  with  several  amend- 
ments; to  which  they  desire  the  .concurrence  of 
this  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  ^nate  hare  af^Kunted  a  committee  on 
their  part,  jointly,  with  such  committee  as  may 
be  appointed  od  the  part  of  this  House,  to  con- 
sider and  report  what  business  is  necessary  to  be 
done  by  Congress  in  the  present  session,  and  what 
part  of  the  business  now  depending  may  be,  with- 
out jpreat  inconvenience,  postponed  until  the  next 
session,  that  the  procraaings  may  be  so  regulated 
as  to  cwse  this  sessicn  by  tiu  first  Monday  in  April 
next, 

NAVAL  ARMAMEPfT. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  odC  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  to  provide  a  Naval  anuumant— 
Mr.  BouDiNOT  in  the  Chair. 

In  the  first  secti<n,  Mr.  S.  Smith  moved  to  strike 
out  20  guns,  and  to  insert  36;  which  makes  the 
force.,  proposed,  four  ships  of  44  gnns,  and  two  of 
9S  guns  each.  The  Conunittee  jwoceMed  throu^ 
the  iereral  sections  of  the  bill,  and  made  sun£y 
ammdments  in  respect  to  officers,  mtions,  4fcc. 

Mr.  B.  Bqdbnb  observed,  that  the  force  eon- 
templated  would  afford  no  protection  to  the  eom- 
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merce  of  the  UnUed  Slatas,  for  the  present  sear 
son,  as  it  would  require  sereral  months  to  bodd 
and  equip  the  ships.  He  therefore  moved  to  add 
another  section,  the  object  of  which  was  to  ao- 
thorize  the  Prbsiobht  of  tee  UNrrsD  Statbb 
to  provide  a  temporary  protection,  until  the  ships 
proposed  by  the  bill  shall  be  ready. 

Mr.  FrrzsfHONS  said,  the  bill  did  not  restrict 
the  PsBsiDEirr  to  shii»  to  be  built;  he  may  use 
his  discretion  in  procuring  the  requisite  foroe. 

The  motion,  after  some  debate,  was  negattred. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  ameod- 
meats,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  on 
Monday  next. 


Monday,  March  10. 

The  memorials  of  sundry  merchants,  marines 
tradesmen,  and  other  citizens  of  the  county  ok 
Norfolk,  and  the  towns  of  Norfolk  and  Porumonth, 
in  the  State  of  Tiigmia,  whose  names  are  there- 
unto subscribed,  were  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  respectively  prayiii^  that  a  law  may  pass 
imposing  further  restrictions  and  higher  duties  oa 
the  importation  of  articles  of  the  growth  or  maau- 
fiwture  of  such  foreign  Kingdoms  or  countries  ta 
have  not  entered  into  a  Craunereiai  Treaty  with 
the  United  States. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  meBUiriali  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whf^  House,  on  the 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  pririlegei 
and  restrietitms  eo  the  commerce  ti  the  UaiMd 
States  in  foreign  counb-ies. 

The  Speakbh  hud  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  a  stale* 
ment  of  the  gross  sum  of  money  which  was  ex- 
pended in  the  year  1790,  in  making  the  Treaty 
with  the  Creek  Indians  at  New  Ycuk;  and,  also, 
of  the  amount  of  presenU  made  to  the  Creek  and 
Cherokee  Nations,  since  the  said  Treaty,  pursu- 
ant to  the  resolution  of  this  House  of  the  3d  in* 
stant;  iriiieh  wen  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments {HToposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
An  act  making  appropriations  Ua  the  sof^iort  of 
OoremBient,  for  the  year  1794;"  and  the  same 
being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FrrzamoKB,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
IBBsented  a  bill  to  ^vide  for  the  defence  of  cer- 
tain ports  and  harbors  in  the  United  States}  iriiieh 
was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  rcsokitioB 
of  the  Senate  of  the  7th  instant,  for  the  appoint- 
ment o(  a  Joint  Committee  of  the  two  Houses  to 
consider  and  report  what  business  is  necessary  to 
be  done  by  Congress  in  the  present  session,  and 
what  part  of  the  imsiness  now  depending  mav  be, 
without  great  inconvenience,  postponea  until  the 
next  session,  that  the  proceedings  may  be  so  regu- 
lated as  to  close  this  session  by  the  first  Mmmy 
in  April  next.  Whereupon, 

Aeeohmf,,  That  this  House  doth  apee  to  the 
said  retolntioB,  and  that  Bdr.  Hamaoif,  Mr.  Hdb- 
BAT.  and  Bfr.  KrmBA,  be  a4>poiated  a  comnuttee 
M  tha  part  of  this  House. 
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NATIONAL  DEPBNCS. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  this  day  eare  notice,  that  on 
Wednesday  next  he  should  submit  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Legislature  certain  resolutions, 
the  object  of  which  would  be  the  means  of  de- 
fence required  by  our  present  situation,  and  the 
Innds  which  might  be  required  to  defray  the  ex- 
pense. This  noUce  was  introduced  by  Mr.  S.  with 
the  foUowiiu:  previous  observations: 

He  said  ne  had  heretofore  done  himself  the 
honor  to  declare  to  the  House,  that,  in  his  opinion, 
it  was  the  dutr  the  LegisUture,  as  the  guardi- 
ans of  the  public  safetjr,  at  a  time  when  Europe 
was  convulsed,  and  this  country  suffering  many 
injuries,  to  provide  for  its  defence,  and,  as  events 
might  happen,  to  avenge  its  injories.  Tlmt  the 
preservation  of  peace,  an  object  so  necessary  to 
our  political  ana  individual  happiness,  might  ma- 
terially depend  on  thfe  wisdom  and  firmness  of 
the  Legislature  in  this  respect.  That  he  had  hoped : 
and  expected  some  plan  for  these  important  pur-  \ 
poses  would,  before  this  time,  have  been  presented 
to  Congress;  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  woifld  be  un- 
pardonabte  to  leave  our  country  m  this  naked  and 
exposed  situation,  during  the  ai>proaching  recess; 
that  it  ought  no  longer  to  remain  uncertain  whe- 
ther the  property  and  beat  interests  of  our  citizens 
were  to  remain  in  a  situation  to  be  insulted  and 
injared  with  impunity^.  He  said  he  should  forbear 
to  give  even  the  outlmes  of  the  system  which  his 
own  mind  h&d  embraced,  hecanse  he  should  al- 
ways be  willing  to  nrefer  any  other  more  compe- 
tent to  the  end.  His  only  ooject  at  present  was, 
to  eall  the  reflections  of  glentlemen  to  this  im^ior- 
tint  subject 

NAVAL  ARMAMENT. 

The  CMgrosMd  tall  moviding  a  naval  armament 
for  the  ivoteetion  oS  the  commerce  <^  the  United 
StAteiS  ^n*  rend  « third  time.  A  motion  was  made 
toieeomnut  it  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wht^e  House. 
TUs  motion  was  |«incipally  sumMnted  oa  the 
tnnuKl  of  the  Sdcet  Committee  hariiur  deviated 
oom  die  report  of  the  CMnmittee  of  the  Wh<de; 
which  report  eooneeted  the  ways  and  means  of 
defravinff  the  expense  of  the  annament  with  the 
datmb  of  the  armament,  whereas  the  tull  cmtains 
no  s«eh  estimate.  It  was  flirlher  observed,  that 
no  injtuy  cmdd  resnlt  from  a  short  delay,  equal 
to  wut  would  be  the  emisequence  of  sanctioning 
meh  a  flagrant  deviation  on  the  part  of  the  Select 
Committee  from  the  es  taUished  rules  of  the  House  t 
Aat  it  was  qnite  a  new  thing  to  hurry  a  business 
ti  aneh  m^^nitude  through  tbe  House. 

The  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  was  negatived. 

la  onioritiai  to  the  moti(»,  it  was  ironically 
obaerred.  that  as  the  carrying  trade  and  the  trade 
to  die  Heditmuean  were  of  so  trifling  tmport- 
aace,  it  was  really  mrprisin?  that  the  business  of 
providing  a  protection  for  tne  commerce  of  this 
eoimCry,  exposed  at  tUs  moment  to  the  depreda- 
tiea  (rf  the  Algerines,  should  be  hurried  with  so 
UBch  impetuosity  throu^  the  House!  Three 
mootha  have  already  elapsed,  the  greater  part  of 
which  this  subject  has  been  under  considerBtirai 
to  steer  elear,  thereon,  of  tupetnoaity  in  cob- 
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ducting  the  business,  three  months  more  ought  to 
be  sabred  to  pass  before  anything  is  done. 

With  respect  to  the  conduct  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, it  was  said  that,  in  the  first  discussion  of 
the  subject,  the  report  was  objected  to  on  account 
of  the  ways  and  means  being  connected  with  it; 
to  remove  this  objection,  the  bill  was  repmted  in 
the  fbrm  before  the  Honse. 

The  motion  bemg  nut  for  recommitting,  it 
passed  in  the  negative,  48  to  41. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  fill  up  the  blanks. 
In  the  course  of  filling  up  the  blanks,  the  oppo* 
sition  to  the  bill  was  revived  on  old  and  new 
grounds.  The  first  were  on  account  of  its  incom- 
petency to  the  object,  considering  the  resources  of 
the  Algerines  and  the  superior  policy  of  having 
recourse  to  negotiation,  and  purcnase  of  a  peace; 
the  new  ground  was  derived  from  recent  confi- 
dential communications,  from  which  it  was  in- 
ferred, that  the  eligibility  of  the  mode  of  procor- 
ing  a  peace  by  purchase  was  ereatly  strengths 
ened.  From  this  view  of  the  subject  a  transition 
was  made  to  the  subject  of  navies  generally,  in 
which  the  bad  consequences  connected  with  their 
establishment  were  depicted  in  animated  terms. 

The  blanks  were  alTfiUedt  and  on  the  question 
ShaU  the  biU  pass? 

Blr.  Giles  observed,  that,  from  the  sense  of  the 
House  several  times  manifested  upon  this  subject, 
there  remainednodoubt but  that  thebillwouldpass. 
In  that  event,  he  most  earnestly  hoped  that  the  sue- 
cess  of  them  easure  would,at  least,  equal  the  expecta* 
tiiEwsofitsadvoeates.  Indeed,  he  ht^ed  that  their  ex- 
peetatioiii  nottld  be  diss^tpointed  and  exceeded; 
for  it  did  not  seem  to  him  that  even  they  were 
very  positive  as  to  its  full  competency  to  toe  end 
proposed.  He  even  wished  that  every  ship  couM 
be  fumished  widi  the  cap  <^  Fortunatus  and  the 
shield  of  Hercules ;  for  he  was  persuaded  that,  is 
the  ^esent  state  of  things,  some  magical  influence 
would  be  found  essentiu  to  enable  them  to  effect 
their  undertaking.  He  observed,  that,  at  {ffesent, 
the  wisdom  or  follf  of  the  proposed  measure  was 
mere  matter  of  opinion ;  but  the  passage  of  the 
bill  will  fnmish  futurity  with  »  com|^«e  experi^ 
ment  of  its  true  character. 

He  intended  to  offer  his  reasons  against  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  not  with  a  hope  of  making 
[vos^ytei!S  Irat  as  a  testimony  of  the  real  motives 
which  innuoieed  his  (^position.  With  this  view, 
he  should  only  mention  some  of  the  general  im- 
fwessions  produced  on  his  mind  by  this  snbjeet, 
without  &tiguing  the  Hoaae  with  minvte  exem- 
I^ifications  of  them. 

Tlw  salitjeet  had  pcesented  itself  to  him  in  two 
pdnt*  of  view— Irt,  as  aflbrdinf  a  protection  to 
OUT  commsToe  against  die  Algenne  di^nredatione; 
3d.  as  the  AtmidMion  of  a  perroaneBt  navid  estab- 
Usbment. 

He  eonld  not  help  premising  that,  in  the  course 
of  disetisHon,  the  advocates  of  the  bill  had  cen- 
sored its  opponents  with  a  want  of  disposition  for 
the  protection  of  commerce,  whilst  they  claimed 
a  monopoly  of  all  good  intention  towards  this  ob- 
jeet.  He  did  not  mean  to  derogate  from  die  good 
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intention  of  the  favoren  of  the  bill,  bat  he  be- 
liered  its  opponents  possessed  as  pure  a  zeal  for 
the  protection  and  due  encouragement  of  com- 
merce as  its  advocates.  It  is  not  a  question  wh.e- 
thex  conimerce  is,  or  is  not,  to  be  protected }  but 
whether  the  plan  proijosed  be  the  most  effectual 
and  the  least  exceptionable  th^t  can  be  derised 
for  that  purpose  ?  The  difference  of  opinion  does 
not  consist  m  the  end  to  be  produced,  but  in  the 
means  proposed  to  effect  the  end. 

The  first  objection  he  should  make  to  the  bill 
would  be,  the  obrious  inadequacy  of  the  means 
contemplated  to  effect  the  end  proposed  by  them. 
The  object  proposed  is  an  effectual  resistance,  not 
only  to  the  whole  present  naval  force  of  Algiers, 
but  to  their  whole  naral  ability.  The  bill  con- 
tains, in  itself,  essentially  a  declaration  of  war. 
Our  ealculaticms,  therefore,  should  be  extended  to 
the  utmost  limit  pf  the  navml  abiiity  of  the  hostile 
nation.  The  means  to  be  employed  consist  of 
four  frigates  of  forty-four  guns  each  and  two  ships 
%f  thirty-six  guns  each.  To  decide  with  proprie- 
ty upon  the  Ejection,  this  force  should  be  com- 
pared with  the  naval  ability  of  Alters.  He  did 
not  mean  to  into  a  minnte  history  of  Algiers. 
He  should  only  observe,  in  general,  that  it  was  a 
populous  country ;  that  it  had  furnished  at  one 
time  one  hundred  thousand  fighting  men ;  that  its 
power  at  this  day  was  as  great  as  at  any  prweding 
period ;  that  they  were  a  warlike  people,  accus- 
tomcd  to  naval  enterjprises  and  desperate  in  naval 
engagements ;  that,  for  some  time  past,  they  had 
been  subsidized  for  peace  by  almost  every  Euro- 
pean nation.  He  couM  not  help  concluding,  from 
theie  eircnmstanees,  that  the  naval  iU>ility  of  the 
mlion  either  was  or  n^g^t,  without  ainr  uncom- 
mon exertions,  be  rendmd  superior  to  four  forty- 
ftwr  gun  frigates  and  two  thirty-six  ships,  the 
force  contemplated  bjr  the  bill,  and,  if  the  conclu- 
ifons  were  jnst,  the  bill  is  unwise. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate,  it  has  been  replied 
to  the  argument  of  the  ability  of  the  natitm,  de- 
duced from  the  number  of  men  it  baa  turought 
into  the  field,  that  the  naval  armamrat  was  not 
intended  to  attack  the  invincible  militia  of  Algiers. 
This  is  tme,  bat  it  is  no  refutation  the  urgn- 
ment.  The  &ct  exhibits  the  ability  of  the  nation 
upon  land,  and  the  inference  from  it  has  been, 
that,  if  Algiws  can  exort  such  an  ability  upon 
land,  by  chsjigiag  the  direction  of  her  ability,  she 
would  cMTtaiiuy  tumish  a  Gnce  at  sea  grmtly  su- 
perior to  the  armament  proposed.  Tlic  history  of 
her  ISMrmer  naval  exertions  would  also  justify  thi« 
eoncluHOH.  PnmdiBg  this  annamant  woud  na- 
turally turn  the  attention  of  Algiers  to  the  in- 
enasa  of  her  naval  strewth  j  and  lie  doubted  the 
policy  of  measures  which  would  pioduoe  that  ef- 
ject,  without  the  United  States  were  determined 
to  enter  into  a  competition  for  naval  power  with 
the  nations  of  Europe.  Naval  ezertione  have 
been  earned  to  such  excess  that  time  is  eeueely 
any  thing  which  furni^es  more  scope  for  com- 
parison.   Sevecal  nations,  possessing  a  much 

S eater  naval  strength  than  is  oontemsJ^ed  by 
is  bill,  he  believed,  were  at  war  with  Algiers  at 
this  monrat,  yet  hex  corsaiiaawim  in  (be  o«f««i| 


regardless  oi  thfir  e^Bmft  Iwrdlf  recolleetiif 
that  they  are  in  a  state  of  war.  Be  thought  it 
unsafe  to  calculate  upon  any  peculur  invincHtift-. 
ty  in  the  armament  now  proposed,  and,  withmit 
such  a  quality,  although  he  hoped  their  efficacy, 
yet  he  feared  tneir  inemcacy. 

He  should  fear  the  result,  if  the  contest  Jn  other 
respects,  were  to  be  upon  equal  terms.  But  thu 
win  not  be  the  case.  The  armament  will  meet 
with  peculiar  embarrassment  from  the  expected 
scene  of  action.  They  are  to  act  three  thousand 
miles  from  home,  without  the  guarantee  or  eTea 
the  prospect  of  a  friendly  port ;  they  are  to  cchi- 
tinue  the  whole  year  upon  their  station,  and  tobe 
subject  to  attack  whenever  the  enemy  may  think 
proper;  they  will  also  be  continually  exposed  toi 
tempestuous  ocean.  Under  these  circumstuuei 
they  must  act  upon  the  most  disadvanlageou 
terms,  which  will  lessen  extremely  their  pro^tect 
of  success.  The  advocates  of  the  hill  have  ad- 
mitted the  necessity  of  finding  some  friendly  ports 
in  the  Mediterranean  seas,  and  several  have 
mentioned — Carthagena,  Gibraltar,  &c.— but  that 
hopes  appeared  to  him  to  be  wholly  chimerical 

He  diil  not  know  how  far  it  mignt  be  proper  to 
have  reference  to  confidential  communicatiooB  vi 
present  this  part  of  the  subject  in  its  true  liehl 
He  thought,  however,  he  might  be  permitted  to 
mention,  in  general,  that  it  has  been  officially  ccnt- 
rounicated  to  the  House  that  the  truce  with  At 
giers,  which  has  produced  the  injury  to  our  com* 
merce,  against  wnich  the  present  remedy  is  di* 
rected,  is  part  of  the  system  of  the  combinatioB 
aeainst  France.  The  mildest  apology  from  <3ictt 
Britain  for  her  interposition  has  been  to  entfale 
Portugal  to  act  more  efficaciously  in  the  eomDoa 
cause  of  despots.  Othtt  effixt^  equally  import- 
ant to  that  wA^-ynH  nmlt  and  no  deaht  me 
taken  into  the  Qstinaie.  They  all  may  m^m 
thenaelws  into  the  embarraMments  pcodoeed  to 
our  coramerfie.  This  infoimatian«annot  be 
tioped'  If,  then,  tb#  Algerine  truse  bepart  of  the 
system  of  the  combination  amiast  yrance^M" 
probable  that  the  Cmnbiaed  FSowcrs  will  aSam 
their  ports  for  the  pKoCeetim  of  an  armame^  t» 
tended  to  interrupt  and  destroy  that  part  of  tu 
system  t  May  it  not  rather  be  inferred  that  wf 
will  send  thw  aid  to  their  allies,  the  A%wu»e«i 
to  destroy  the  force  seat  against  them  1  o»f* 
we  hopes  against  this  aatniu  and  obvious  wty 
quenoe  from  the  good  diapoMtioBs  of  the  Qo^ 
binnd  Powers  towni^ns-?  Have  we  •nyhoM* 
from  their  inahiUty  to  efieet  the  obieetl  Poev 
part,  he  thought  it  was  in  to  bopefoie^ 
trary  result  Firom  these  Tefl«etioaa»  oecuis  so- 
other (^io«K  ol^eotion  to  the  meaenre^ts  dirKi 
tendency  to  war.  Upon  another  ooeasioa,  it  >*■ 
been  aaid,  that  Cheat  Britain  pactieoUrlr 
table  towards  us,  and  all  measmes  mHP' 
avoided  which  might  tend  to  inciease  as  '^•^ 
bility.  It  really  has  become  a  question 
House,  for  all  America,  to  determine,  end  F*^ 
tieularly  the  Iovms  of  peace,  whetktt  • 
armament  calculated  to  resist  part  of  *^^1^v*j 
of  the  eombination  against  l^rBnee,and  detfbflv 
to  act  in  tha  wy  seeme  o£  mrj  or  ii^^Df  '"v" 


Digitized  by 


Googlt 


I     4t  Artiei  opon  some  artitlen  of  imports,  And  mak- 
ing an  act  ibr  the  regidKiioD  of  onr  own  Dftviga- 
>    tk».  pOMesi  the  greatest  teadency  to  war? 

For  hU  part,  if  tbe  proposed  arm&meDt  Rhoald 
!     ktt  ifroTtded,  he  had  bat  one  coBsoIatioii  ag;^!fSt 
tfiis  palpable  effect  of  it.   Bat  that  coamlation  far- 
i     itfished  Che  sn'ongest  ^t^aient  against  the  mea- 
niR.  The  tne»  are  now  g^owib^  out  of  which 
tfw  frigates  ve  to  be  boUt.  A  coosidenUe  time 
■UM,  ti£  coane,  elawe  before  these  trees  edn  be 
int  mto  the  shape  w  frigates.  From  the  present 
•einttloB  and  AuetnatioD  of  BoropeBii  aflhin,  neat 
changes  before  that  time  may  be  effected,  imd  the 
Mcessary  detay  in  eqaipping  the  armament  will 
be'  the  wly  chance  of  avoiding  a  war  by  means  of 
^  measures.   If  the  fri^te^s  were  now  ASottt, 
And  engaged  in  th^  apeditton  a^iast  Algiers,  he 
AcraU  riew  the  United  States  io  a  state  n  actual 
hostility  against  the  #hole  Combined  Powers, 
r    Bat  the  neeessarjr  d^y,  which  may  tarniidt  the 
I    only  secmity  agamst  war,  as  a  result  of  the  mea- 
t    sure,  proves  the  foHy  of  ail  expensive  armament, 
:    vhien,  before  it  can  be  prmrided,  the  fluctuation  of 
Rtiropeui  affairs  mayroiderwholly  nnneeessary. 

Aitothn:  ofejec^n  to  the  measur^e  eonsiMsof 
the  sertaiaty  and  enontaity  of  the  expose,  wkha 
tofU  aneertainty  of  its  efficacy ;  whereas,  ihe  plan 
of  ]RDclia>iag  a  pease  legaids  ecewiray,    itt  effi- 
1   maf  sbouU  be  doubted.  En  this  eda^  if  the  ^ 
■   jfKi  h»  net  effected,  the  money  Will  ndt  be  eae- 
:    ynded.  It  is  bat  a  bad  character  oi  a  mdhsa^ 
tosMT  it  is  neiUiisr  certain  in  its  obleet,  aor  eco- 
-    ■swfril  in  its  amngeintet ;  yet  these  are  the 
^   ittDek  striking  traitsin  the  |wesent  bilh   When  this 
u    measore  was  first  brdu^t  into  view,  itwas  thought 
aeeeaaary  that  an  eetimatie  should  ateomphny- it. 
c    "nus  estimate,  he  knew  not  for  what  reason,  was 
f    kept  oat  of  view.  It  was,  lievenbeless,  an  esti>'^ 
c    nal«,  and  nmst  ag«a  make  its  appeaikike  t»  the 
Hbase.   He  expected,  too,  that  tc  would  appear 
t    in  a  more  fonniaable  shape  than  w^n  itWas'tirsi 
iMro^ccd.  The  pfcy    the  seaaBCOrtl^B  mostiafr^ 
poiCBiii  it^^iii  the  estiniMSj  l»f  Tuesd  its  shinn 
masfrialtj^t  H  is  now  ealenlAted  at  4DaUe  me 
eMimte  nht  mad^  and  he  appnfaettdM  tfaaC  the 
■Mae  fue  would  attend  other  parts  of  thp«stiiiitttk 
Ha  admitted  that  the  sum  saemiffiMd  'at  the  hifll 
did  not  positinly  fll  the  wafras  ef  the  stein«i,'btit 
was  intended  as  a  limit  to  me  Paaaiann^a  di»-' 
eretien.   He  was  ineliaed  X6  tfaiak,  however,  (tbm 
tfaa  naurre  of  the  serrieiB,  tihat  the  whole  sum 
I    wbold  be  feimd  necessary;  for  all  theoth^  per- 
I    ^^isttes  i^ich  the  seatoen  wilt  expect  must  eon*^ 
sist  of  toil  and'  danger. 

Ha  observed,  that  the  intelligence  lately  re- 
ecsre^  m  bis  optnion.  served  to  oonism  aU  those 
objsctmos,  although  he  supposed  k  had  affected 
ike  minds  of  other  gcDtlemen  very  diSesent^; 
hecaoBc  he  had  obsoved  more  votes  in  favor  of 
the  hiU  since  the  receipt  of  the  inteUigraee  than 
Mtm  that  period*  The  intelligence  beiiig  oom- 
nraBseated  id  coafidaneef  he  sa^posed  it  worid  be 
^  i^tn^  to  partiouhurtee  those  pans  oi  it  iriiieh 
aSMSM  his  opimon.  He  shonldj  thenfora,  mdy 
Tsonrk,  in  general,  that  Ae  infeUigaaet  had- led 
ksk-iifind  tathaat  two^eoaUlriiioai: 
3d  Co».— IT 


1st.  That  th«  forcb  to  be  provided  ih  absohnrfy 
inadeqwie  to  the  object. 

2d.  That,  by  proper  mataagement,  a  due  attea- 
tioiti  to  time  ana  oppemmity,  a  peace  may  be  t£- 
fected  by  money. 

In  either  oasie,  the  naval  anuameat  woold  be 
rendered  ntmeeesii^y,  aikd  the  elpensfe  oi^ht  mt 
to  be  incurred'. 

Mr.  G.  {NToeeeded  to  comider  the  bUl  as  the 
fonntetioB  of  a  ^hnanen^  navU  csttiriidimeHt. 
He  saM  there  was  a  clause  in  the  biU  anihorirai( 
the  Pbmidbnt  to  suspend  all  prcieeediim  in  the 
e^nipmeat  of  the  armameut,  in  case  of  a  peaea 
with  Alffiers,  vi/iAch  save  him  scone  oonsirfiwott ; 
but  it  divnot  alb^ther  relieve  his  apprehensions 
from'  this  qieration  of  the  measure,  because  he 
knew  tint  a  nermanefit  naVal  estabtishmeut  wss 
a  fiivorite  policy  with  some  gentlemen,  and  be- 
cause the  armament  had  been  urged  in  favor  of 
thepresent  bill. 

He  observed  that  a  permanent  aaVal  estaUish* 
ment  could  be  recomteended  to  the  United  States 
but  from  one  ot  both  of  Ae  foUowtng  coasidersr 
tions :  Bidier  upon  tbie  principle  of  enteriag  into 
«  competiti(»  for  naval  power  irith  the  Ptowaia 
<£  Bonipc )  «r  as  affbrding  snittity  to  the  cottee- 
tion    our  own  revenue^ 

He  thon^t  the  qusstioa  of  a  pennaaeat  aafri 
esialMmeBftvas  pne  of  the  most  impor^t  wkidl 
ootid  be  prestnted  to  the  consideratKln  of  the 
Housej  ima  thdt  the  most  serious  eonseeuenoes 
were  Deeessarily  connected  with  it.  In  om  first 
place,  he  viewed  the  establishment  of  a  navy  as  A 
complete  dereUction  of  the  poUoy  of  discburgin|t 
the  principal  of  the  iniblic  debt.  History  does  not 
afibrd  an  mstence  or  a  nation  which  continued  to 
increase  their  navy  and  decreased  their  debt  stl 
the  sdrae  timej  It  is  an  operation  exceeding  the 
i  ability  cMTany  nation.  The  naval  competition  of 
the  Powers  m  Edrope  has  produced  oppresnon  to 
their  siriijects  and  ruin  to  thesnsdres.  The  raid 
^  the  French  Monarehy,  believsd,  maght  be  ai»f 
ertbed  very  nmch  to  that  eaiqwi  A  uKtj  u  the 
most'ej^easive  of  all  meM»s  of  d«ISaie^  and  th* 
tyianoy  (rf  GDverBmests  eoausts  in  the  expensive- 
BCSS  of  t^ir  wUMAinery.  The  expeiuivettess  of 
the  French  Monarchy  is  the  tnie  cause  of  its  da- 
stradtioa;  The  navy  of  Frawe  furnished  did 

Si'inoipal  item  of  that  expense.  The  atfvy  pr^* 
need  expense,  the  expense  exceeded  the  icvenue, 
I  new  oonmbatioBS  became  necessaryj  the  people 
saw  the  tyminy;  and  destroyed  ^  tynmt.  Twi 
BUBO  effect  by  the  same  peboy,  will  probably  be 
ipioteeed  in  great  Great  Britain.  The  Oovee^ 
I  ment  is  not  yet  dtetro^ed,  but  the  people  are  op^ 
ipressed,  liberty  is  banisfaed.  The  extensiTienesB 
of  the  Qomnment  is  the  true  around  of  the  op- 
ipresskm  ofthe  ptople.  The  King,  the  Nobility, 
the  Priesdiood,  the  Army>  and,  above  all,  me 
'NavTi 

I  AO  thiii  maehfauDry  Isaaeiu  th^  mnnbra  of  tba 
prad«otiT«  amdkwreases  the  number  of  noprodiM- 
tive  hands  oTthe  nation  in  Great  Britain.  Tha 
topcration  has  been  extended  so  &r  tbst  die  poor 
imfees-ahme  probably  afKffded  a  greater  tax  par 
■o^ite  than  the  whole  ta»s  paid  in  the  Unitid- 
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States.   He  wu  istonisfaed,  with  these  fatal  ex- 
amples before  our  eyes,  that  there  should  be  tny 
■  ceDtlemeQ  who  would  wish  to  enter  into  this 
ushitmable  system  of  politics.  He  said  the  Uni- 
ted States  had  already  yrogtaatd  fall  fox  enough 
into  this  mteao;  for,  exelouTely  o[  the  ordinari ' 
expense  of  the  Ciril  List,  a  debt  had  been  fmidea 
u^o  principles  of  duration.  An  Anny  had  been 
zused,  at  an  immense  expense,  and  bow  there  was 
.  a  pn^oiitiaaL  for  a  Nary.  He  obserred  that,  for 
seiienJi  years  past,  the  appropriations  for  the  8Ui>- 
port  of  ue  Bulitary  Bstwuisoment  bad  exceeded 
a  millioa  of  dollars  per  annum — from  one  miliirai 
to  one  million  and  a  half  annually.   He  beUered 
that,  if  the  expense  had  been  foreseen,  there  would 
have  been  more  active  efforts  to  hare  avoided  it. 
It  was  a  policy,  at  this  day,  verr  generally  con- 
demned i  jet  we  are  now  to  exhibit  a  counterpart 
of  this  policy  upon  the  ocean,  with  this  aggrava- 
tion :  that  it  wiU  commence  with  greater  certain 
e^iense,  and  with  a  more  uncertain  object.  The 
■jralem  o£  governing  by  debts  he  conceived  the 
most  refined  system  of  tyranny.  It  seems  to  have 
been  a  eontrivanee  dented      politicians  to  soc- 
eeed  the  <^  system  o£  feudal  tennres.  Both  sys- 
tems were  tjrnnnieal,  but  the  objects  of  their  ty- 
rannT  were  difiereat.  The  system  of  fends  opcr 
rated  upoo  the  penon  of  the  mdividual — the  sys- 
tem of  debts  operates  upon  the  pockets  of  the  iodi- 
vidtial.   In  the  feudal  system,  the  tenant  often 
received  some  indulgence  and  lenity  from  the 
martial  generosity  wluch  generally  characterized 
the  LcHrd.   The  Lord  was  gratified  with  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  tenant  that  he  was  a  slave, 
and  the  rendition  <^  a  pepper-corn  as  an  evidence 
of  it.   The  product  of  the  tenant's  labor  was  left 
for  his  own  support.   The  system  of  debts  afibrds 
no  such  indulgences.   Its  true  policy  is  to  devise 
oinects  itf  expense,  and  to  draw  the  greatest  pos- 
aiNe  sum  from  the  peopie  in  the  least  visible  mode. 
It  boasts  not  of  economizing  in  eallsupn  the  peo- 
ple for  contributinu.  It  bouts  not  of  economieii^f 
m  the  objects  of  expenditure.  It  conanltB  the  obe- 
dience and  not  the  happiness  of  the  peo|^  There 
is  no  device  which  facilitates  the  system  of  ex- 
pense and  debts  so  much  as  a  Navy.   And  he  de- 
akred,  Irom  that  considemtion,  he  should  value 
his  liberty  at  a  lower  price  than  he  now  did,  if  the 
pt^cyof  a  permanent  Naval  Bstablishment  shoold 
obtain  in  the  United  States. 

He  saw  another  strong  objection  to  the  estab- 
tidunent  of  a  Navy.  I^  deemed  it  a  hostage  to 
its  Inll  value  for  our  good  behaviour  to  the  great 
naval  Powers,  until  it  should  be  able  to  contrad 
with  them  lot  the  ocean.  It  will  increase  rather 
than  lessen  oar  dependence  «pon  thon. 

With  respect  to  the  other  eonsideratictts.  theii 
utility  in  affwding  an  additional  secnritynw  the 
CQueetioa  of  the  revenue^  he  should  make  bat  cme 
observation.  When  revenue  is  laid,  the  expense 
of  the  machinery  em|teyed  in  the  collection  is 
the  primary  consideration.  These  vessels  may, 
therefore,  be  considered  as  amatic  aheriffB,  but  of 
the  most  expensive  order.  They  will  be  an  ad- 
ditional cost  of  at  least  twenty  per  centum  upon 
the  whole  rerenve  coUected.  The  eqpeoae  in- 


corred.  therefore,  will  exceed  the  secority  iftid- 
ed,  ana  of  coarse  ought  not  to  be  incurred. 

XTpon  the  whole,  if  these  c«isiderati(ns  wm 
not  sufficient  to  induce  the  House  to  negative  the 
bill,  he  conceived  the  impressuHis  jprodoced  moa 
his  own  mind  by  them  would  famish  a  iostiufr 
tim  for  his  opposidon.  He  said,  if  the  bill  riindd 
pass,  he  should,  however,  find  a  cons(datinihi 
c<HLsciousness  of  his  own  fallibility,  and  a  reipect 
for  the  o|Hnions  of  the  majority  who  advoested 
it :  but,  impressed  as  he  was  with  the  salfject,ke 
Mi  it  a  doty,  as  for  as  he  could,  to  give  a  vMt) 
the  measure. 

Mr.  W.  SMtTH  remarked,  that  though  it  wu  not 
probable  any  proselytes  were  to  be  expected  at 
this  late  period  of  the  business,  and  after  sosm^ 
a  discussion  as  the  question  had  received  in  itt 
different  stages,  yet  he  considered  it  necesnr|  to 
make  a  repfy  to  some  of  the  various  oli^eclKn 
which  had  just  been  made  to  the  pasau  of  me 
bill.  Many  of  those  objections  appeared  to  hm 
totally  inap^icable  to  the  nbjec^  inich  be  i^oi^ 
pass  over  in  ailaiee.  If  it  were  the  design  m  the 
House  to  incur  a  vast  expoise  in  the  est>w» 
ment  a  Navy,  merely  tat  the  idle  pvvpoM « 
vain  parade,  there  would  be  force  in  some  «  Ike 
objections;  W,  as  tlus  was  not  die  case, and e 
the  measure  was  a  measure  not  of  choice,  b«l 
necessity,  extorted  by  the  pressure  (rf  onavudiNi 
events,  he  did  not  feel  theur  force  in  any  respect. 
The  question  was,  simi^y  whether  our  eommeiM 
reqtiir^  protection  against  the  Algerine  cMtur^ 
and  whetlier  this  was  the  best  mode  of  protectaa 
The  first  part  oi  the  question  was  admitted  on  sU 
sides.  For  himself,  he  had  always  cnuideredtK 
second  equally  clear.  But  in  the  coarse  of  JU 
discuBsicm,  various  difficulties  had  be^  started 
against  the  mode  of  protection,  and  variooi  w 
sutates  had  been  prcrpcwed,  as  offering  a 
more  prompt,  more  eneotual,  and  less  eneasin- 
He  wcnld  mnt  consider  the  proposed  siiwtvw 
for  a  naval  armament,  and  men  answn  ms  "S" 
jectioDs  to  it.  The  substitutes  were:  Ist  TDpa^ 
chase  a  peace  of  the  Algertnes.  ad.  To  depMd 
on  Portugal  breaking  her  trace  with  Algiers,  ud 
shntti^  up  tlwir  cruisers  within  the  Straits.  3d. 
To  pass  commercial  regulatioiu  against  Gresi 
Britain.  4th.  To  subsidae  othw  natioistopo- 
tect  our  commerce. 

To  these  several  substitutes,  he  might,  in  *  ^ 
words,  object  that  the  first  was  impracticable,  tbe 
second  raeearionsj  the  third  inoperative,  and  ue 
fourth  dishonoraUe.  Bat  he  would,  more  in  d^ 
tail,  evince  their  futility  by  a  few  observations: 

1st.  With  respect  to  the  purchase  of  a  pe«e- 
The  late  cosamtmications  must  satisfy  every  ose 
who  had  attended  to  them,  that  all  hope  oa  tbat 
score  must  be  abandoned,  unless  there  was  a  a» 
nifestation  of  aome  fbrce  on  the  port  of  this  eoU' 
try,  vriuch  might  give  ei^t  to  padfic  negont- 
tions.  As  long  as  our  vessels  were  so  easy  andio 
tempting  a  ijrey  to  the  cupidity  of  those  ro'6"[ 
wotud  Iw  vain  to  expect  that  they  wonM  s(m> 
peace  for  any  thing  like  the  price  which  the  Oo- 
vemment  would  be  willing  to  give,  or  that  a  peace) 
evenifeffiwted,wioaklbe(tfnytoatioD.  Ifu* 
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ExecQtire  formerly  experieneed  such  difficulties 
when  the  Algerines  had  captured  only  one  or  two 
of  OUT  vessels,  and  their  cruisers  were  confined  to 
the  Mediterranean  by  the  Portugnese  squadron, 
how  much  less  prospect  was  there  of  success  after 
they  bad  captured  a  considerable  number  of  our 
ihips,  were  akdj  to  capture  many  more,  and  were 
at  liberty  to  eniise  in  die  Atlanuc,  eren  to  our 
Tery  coasts  ?  And  that  little  prospect  of  sneeeas 
would  be  diminished,  when  the  Dey  of  Algiers 
should  understand  that  we  took  no  measures  to 
|wotect  our  trade,  and  were  afraid  of  the  expense 
of  a  small  armament.  Eren  should  a  peace  be 
purchased,  the  temptation  to  break  it  would  be  so 
great,  that  we  ongnt  not  to  expect  it  would  be 
loiig  obserred.  But  if  the  Dey  knew  that  we  bad 
vme  naval  strength,  and  were  resolved  to  protect 
our  trade,  be  would  find  his  account  not  only  in 
making  peace  with  us,  but  in  maintaining  it 

3d.  To  rely  on  the  chance  of  Portugal  creaking 
her  truce,  was  putting  our  commerce  and  the 
liberty  of  our  seamen  on  a  rery  precarious  footing 
indeed.  It  was  impossible  to  sar  howl(mg  Portu- 
gal m%ht  eiMtinue  at  peace  witn  Algiers;  and  it 
bad  been  naiarind.  that  the  tmce  bad  beoi  ac- 
emnpliAed  by  the  intervention  of  the  British  and 
Spanish  Courts,  without  the  knowledge  or  assent 
ol  Portugal  i  but  Mr.  S.  was  persuadM  the  latter 

Krt  of  tttis  allegation  was  without  foundation. 
>rtiwal  must  have  consented  to  it,  and  it  was 
therefore  probable  she  would  nuintain  peace  with 
Alfriers  as  louf  as  the  policy  of  the  British  Court, 
witn  whom  she  was  clearly  connected,  should 
dictate. 

3d.  It  was  proposed  to  put  a  stojp  to  the  depre- 
dations of  the  Algerines  by  certain  commercial 
lestrictions  aimed  at  Great  Britain.  Admitting, 
for  a  momentj  the  ultimate  efficacy  of  these  re- 
stiietions,  which,  like  a  panacea,  were  to  cure  all 
our  iUsj  the  remedy  must  be  very  remote.  These 
rwolations  could  not  pass  into  a  law  till  the  close 
flfOM  session,  allowing  a  moderate  time  for  their 
disenasion  in  notfa  Houses.  A  distant  period  must 
thai  be  assigned  for  their  operation,  in  order  not 
to  create  too  sudden  and  violent  a  disturbance  to 
the  course  of  trade,  and  to  allow  a  reasonable  time 

'   to  merchants  to  make  their  arrangements.  A 

'  certain  time  must,  then,  elapse  before  their  effect 
would  be  felt  by  Oreat  Britain,  and  a  still  farther 

'  time  before  it  coald  be  felt,  by  a  kind  of  re^tton. 
by  Algiers.  In  the  interim,  the  Algerines  woula 
seize  onr  vessels,  and  carry  hundreds  of  our  fel- 

'*  low-citizens  into  captivity. 

*  4th.  The  last  substitute  was.  to  subsidize  other 
'  aations.  Besides  the  national  dishonor  of  de- 
**  pending  upon  others  for  that  ^oteetion  which  was 

*  m  oar  own  power,  Mr.  S.  said  there  were  several 
'  objections  to  this  project.  Either  the  nations  in 
'  contemplation  were  at  peace  with  the  Regency  of 
[  Algiers,  or  they  were  not :  if  the  fonner,  it  was 
\   Dot  to  be  expected  that  ther  would  relinquish 

that  peace  for  any  indemnineatim  the  United 
States  could  make  them.  If  they  were  at  war, 
tliey  had  sufficient  inducement  to  check  the  de- 
predations of  their  enemies  without  our  sabaidies. 
n  additim  to  these  ohjeetttms,  sueh  a  protection 
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would  be  hazardous,  as  it  would  be  at  any  time  in 
the  power  of  the  nation  we  should  employ,  when 
engaged  thereto  by  any  Power  envious  of  our 

firosperity,  to  conclude  a  truce  with  Algiers,  and 
eave  us  at  the  mercy  of  her  corsairs. 

Having  a  navy  of  our  own,  we  might  co-operate 
to  advantage  with  any  of  the  Powers  at  present  at 
war  with  the  Algerines,  but  it  would  be  risking 
too  much  to  depend  altogether  on  any  of  them. 

Bfr.  8.  next  reviewed  the  principal  objections 
to  the  bill.  These  were,  he  said,  tst  T%A  the 
force  contemplated  was  incompetent  2d.  That 
sending  an  anned  force  on  the  ocean  would  be  the 
means  of  involving  us  in  a  war  with  some  of  the 
maritime  Powers.  3d.  That  we  lutd  no  friendly 
pwta  in  Europe,  which  our  frigates  could  resort 
to  for  supplies  or  refitment  4th.  That  the  ex- 
pense would  exceed  the  object  to  be  protected, 
oth.  That  our  trade  would  be  deprived  of  the  sea- 
men required  to  man  the  frigates.  6th.  That  it 
was  now  so  late  in  the  season  we  could  not  pro- 
tect onr  vessels  the  ensuing  Summer,  and  that 
some  fovorable  events  might  occur  before  the  fri- 
gates eonU  be  equipped,  which  would  render  them 
unneeessary.  7th.  That  this  was  the  b^iinning 
of  a  Naval  Establishment,  which  would  hereafter 
involve  this  eoimtry  in  immense  debts  and  mari- 
time wars. 

1st.  To  the  first  objection,  Mr.  8.  replied  that 
he  was  surprised  those  gentlemen  who  deemed 
the  number  of  frinites  inadequate  to  the  objec^ 
had  never  proposed  to  increase  the  quantum  of 
force ;  though  this  objection  had  been  re-echoed 
by  several  gentlemen,  none  of  them  had  thought 
^per  to  move  an  augmentation  of  the  stren^. 
The  only  motion  of  Uiat  nature  had  proceeded 
from  a  quarter  which  had  been  always  iriendlv  to 
the  measure.  From  the  documents  on  the  taole, 
and  from  the  diligent  inquiries  of  a  large  com- 
mittee, the  force  contemplated  by  the  bill  did. 
however,  appear  ii^adequate.  The  numb^  ana 
strength  of  the  Algerine  corsairs  had  been  pretty 
nearly  ascertained ;  it  had  been  stated,  from  good 
authority,  that  these  vessels  were  slight,  and  that 
they  did  not  cruise  in  fleets,  but  scattered,  for  the 

{turpose  of  plunder.  It  also  appeared  that  a  smalla 
brce  than  ours  had  been  successfully  employed  by 
Portugnd  in  blocking  up  the  Straits. 

8d.  The  second  objection  arose  from  the  danger 
of  being  involved  in  a  war.  It  had  been  said  that 
some  of  the  maritime  Powers,  whose  interest  it 
was  that  our  commerce  should  suffer  from  these 
piratical  depredations,  would  see  with  displeasure 
our  armed  vessels  on  the  ocean,  and  would  insult 
them }  and  that  our  officers  would  resent  such  in- 
sults, and  thus  draw  us  into  a  war.  If  there  were 
any  nation  so  anxious  to  go  to  war  with  us.  as 
this  objection  supposes,  they  would  be  at  no  loss 
for  jnetexts  without  this.  li^  while  we  were  ex- 
ercising so  just,  lawful,  and  necessary  a  right  as 
that  of  using  the  only  means  in  onr  power  of  pro- 
tecting our  commerce  from  ruin,  and  our  fellow- 
citizens  from  a  most  dreadful  ca^^ivitjr,  any  nation 
should  wickedly  and  wantonly  mterfere,  and  mo- 
lest our  frifpttes,  it  would  show  such  a  disposition 
to  quarrel  with  us,  and  be  such  an  act  (tf  hostility, 
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fts  would  justify  wai  on  our  jfui.  Whatever  na- 
tion it  might  be,  he  should  view  such  an  aggres- 
nou  as  the  effect  of  a  predetermined  hostility,  and 
should  not  hesitate  a  moment  to  coo^der  them  as 
much  our  enemies  as  the  Algerines  themselves. 
But  this  armament  would  fnrajsh  so  little  pre- 
tence for  any  danger  of  this  kind,  that  he  viewed 
all  such  tenors  as  chimerical.  Indeed,  it  was 
somewhat  strange,  that  these  apprehensions  should 
have  been  suggested  by  gentlemen  who  consi- 
dered commercial  restrictions  particularly  directed 
at  Great  Britain  as  of  a  most  pacific  tendency.  If 
irritating  measures,  pointedly  directed  at  Great 
Britain,  were  not  likeljr  to  excite  a  hostile  spirit 
in  her,  much  less  was  it  to  be  expected  that  mea- 
sures of  unavoidable  necessity  against  the  Alge- 
rine  pirates,  would  excite  that  spirit. 

3d.  It  had  beeu  clearly  shown  that  th^  were 
many  convenient  friendly  ports  to  which  oi|r  ves- 
sels of  war  should  have  access.  Spain,  Poxtu^, 
and  France,  had  been  mentioned.  It  was  not  pro- 
bable we  should  be  at  war  with  all  those  Powers 
at  the  same  time.  Being  at  peace  with  them  all, 
we  had  a  right  to  expect  a  friendly  admission  into 
their  ports.   A  state  of  war  womd  undoubtedly 

8 resent  many  difficulties,  but  even  in  that  event, 
xe  proposed  measure  did  not  appear  less  indis- 
pensable. 

4th.  The  excuse  had  been  stronxly  urged  as  a 
weighty  objection.  Mr.  S.  observed,  th^t  the  sav- 
ing in  insurance,  the  value  of  our  uiips  and  car- 

Ses,  the  ransom  of  our  captiv:^  seamen,  was  more 
an  an  ofiset  a^inst  this  item.  But  was  not  the 
slavery  of  our  fellow-citizens,  the  natioul  dis- 
grace resulting  from  it,  to  be  taken  into  the  ac- 
count? These  were,  in  his  mind,  considerations 
beyond  all  calculation.  Who  couLd,  after  reading 
the  affecting  narratives  of  Captain  Penrose  ana 
the  other  unforiu nates,  sit  down  contented  with 
cold  calciitaiiorif*  and  dry  syllogisms  ?  Theseiiar- 
laiivt;.':  out^lii  !li  LScite  every  possible  exertion,  not 
only  to  priiL^urc  thu  release  of  the  captured,  but  to 
prevent  an  incrt;;Lr^L-  of  the  number  of  these  un- 
happy victiRis,  Tliis  could  only  be  effected  by 
tilt-  E  fi  pLi^td  iiiLUiure;  it?ras  the  only  practicable 
mtrtie  of  ubtaiDiiiy  4  peace,  which  wpiUd  insure 
the  release  of  the  captives,  and' of  preventing  the 
capiare  of  utliers.  Were  the  expeuMj  thereforei 
dpubie  th^  sum  prnposed,  he,  for  one,  would  not 
b«sit»te  to  rote  foi  it. 

5th.  It  had  been  aUeged,  that  depriving  otir 
foerchani  vessels  of  the  seamen  requisite  to  man 
^(  frigates,  would  be  a  serious  iuijury  to  our  trade. 
Ro  further  answer  was  necessary  10  this  objec- 
lioo,  lhaii  barely  (l>  remark,  that  the  injury  was 
not  to  he  put  ia  oumpetition  with  the  loss  of  sea- 
men slavery  ia  Algiers,  or  by  desertion  from 
mpfchaiii  hliljis.  i^Ej  unprotected  and  exposed. 

6th.  TIk'  lateness  of  the  season  had  furnished 
another  objociiofl,  Mr.  S.  asked  whose  fault  it 
was,  thai  this  nua^^ure  had  not  been  adopted  soon- 
er? Tlic  lat-riiLers  whose  opinions  coincided  with 
Jus,  aod  kim^lf  Lad  urged  tfie  necessity  of  it  near 
thnp^in™Ul4  ■g'^!  l^nt  tlie  persevering  opposition 
and  the  intervention  and  dis- 
i&«piiiejreia^  rfigi^tioi|s  ha^.JpO' 


tcacted  it  to  the  present  period.  Late  as  it  is, 
however,  it  is  still  necessary,  and  the  best  expedi- 
ent which  has  been  suggested.  The  very  circum- 
stance of  preparation  lor  naval  defence,  would  ia- 
ciUtate  our  negotiation  for  peace,  aod  would  en- 
courage our  seamen  to  remam  in  our  service.  He 
wish^  it  alwavs  to  be  understood,  that  he  did  doi 
rely  solely  on  the  efficacy  of  this  armament.  He 
stiU  looked  forward  to  a  negotiation,  and  wv 
ready  to  provide  the  most  ample  means  for  ttiat 
purpose ;  but  he  was  at  the  same  time  satisfied 
that  the  first  measure  must  accompany  the  latter, 
as  the  one  would  be  nugatctty  without  the  other. 

7th.  The  dangers  resulting  from  a  large  Nstt 
Establishment,  and  the  immense  debts  they  lun 
created  in  other  eouatries,  had  been  depicted,  ud 
the  House  had  been  warned  against  such  erilt 
How  a  bill  providing  six  frigates,  which  were  id 
exist  only  during  the  war  with  Algiers,  could  ex- 
cite an  arorehension  of  a  large  aod  permiaeiit 
navy,  and  an  enormous  debt.  Mr.  S.  said  he  m 
at  a  loss  to  discover.  The  clause  which  autba- 
ized  the  Fresidcnt,^  in  the  event  of  a  peace  villi 
the  Regency  of  Algiers,  to  discontinue  the  armi- 
ment,  was  a  complete  answer  to  all  the  reasoniiig 
whictt  had  been  mdulged  on  the  subject  of  une 
and  debts.  Admitting  there  had  beeu  no  such 
clause,  he  did  hot  feel  (he  weight  ortqipliesliiuV 
of  the  reasoning. 

This  country  is  peculiarly  fitted  for  a  ury: 
abounding  in  all  kindsof  naval  resources, we un 
within  ourselves  those  means  which  °^ei  nu- ; 
time  nations  were  obliged  to  obtain  from  vit^ 
The  nature  of  our  sittiation,  and  the  navigsfilf 
disposition  of  a  coQsiderable  proportion  of  que  ^ 
zeus^vince  stiU  nure  the  propriety  of  so^* 
val  Establishment.  Perhaps  the  country  ■*  iw 
yet  mature  for  such  an  establishment,  to  any  gw 
extent;  but  he  believed  the  period  wss  not  iv 
distant,  when  it  would.  Sweden,  with  a 
lion  not  greater  than  that  of  the  United  Soowi 
and  with  mpre  slender  resources,  maintauiwj 
large  navy.  He^wno  reason  why  the  jJ^JJ? 
States,  with  an  increasing  population,  much  m*" 
vidual  wealth,  and  consi&rabte  national  '^^^"^ 
might  not,  without  ruin,  do  as  much,  or 
equipment  of  a  squadron,  inferior  to  that  of  "fl 
of  the  petty  nations  of  Italy,  should  involve  V  » 
an  insupportable  expense. 

Having  replied  to  tbe  principaiobjectiwiss^*"" 
the  bill,  Mr.  S.  said,  thou^Jt;  he  did  not  su«ttj 
that  any  arguments;  of  that  day  ^^'^K 
single  vote,  yet,  as  a  formal  apd  lengthy  "Wj' 
tion  had  been  madci  he  wished  to  i"'^~'Lu| 
did  not  rely  upon  a  mfuority^  and  th^t  M.T*^ 
never  give  his  asseqt  to  a  measure  which  did  n"j| 
in  his  opinion,  rest  on  the  basis  of  good  P^'^^l'^Ti 
propriety.  He  viewed  this  measure  ae  '"'"^j 
that  basis ;  he  trusted  it  would  P'«*"^  ,*^LuiI' 
effects  which  its  friends  anticipated,  and  "1*4^1 
he  was  confident  it  would  be  suppor  ted  by*"^ 
jority  of  that  House,  he  had  little  doubt  tnjij 
would  be  aMicttooed  by  the  approbation  ol 
constituents;  but  that,  even  were  he  perw*" 
would  be  attended  with  some  of  the  mucr 
irhich  itt  opponenU  had  predicted,  hii  ahoV 
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^kmm  iamnii  frittntMi  in  somortfaig  It  aa  a  thins 
imais^f  vai  lofhfiy  called  for  by  the  urgency  m 
eaisiiiHr  ciKumstaaces. 

Mi*.  OiLHi  in  reply  to  Mr.  W.  SiiiiTH,  remarked, 
that,  harinjf  just  presented  the  oatlines  of  his  opin- 
iob  upon  this  sQbject  to  the  House,  he  intend- 
ed not  to  hare  troubled  the  House  with  any  far- 
ther obserratioDs;  but  the  geotleman  last  up  had 
thrown  ah  imputatioD  upon  the  humanity  of  the 
TOposers  of  the  bill,  which  required  an  answer. 
TEr  gentJeman  has  triumphantly  asked,  "  Who 
eSB  read  the  lepxesentations  of  the  unforAuate 
eaptires  at  Alters,  without  giring  their  Aasont  to 
t^biU?"  Thuqaea^  is  uswered  by  another: 
Who  ean  read  the  re]DTesentations  of  riie  mifbmi- 
iBrte  euptires  at  A^iers,  and  ^re  an  eaaettt  to 
the  biin  The  bill  eontauu  essentially  a  dectaara- 
tion  of  war.  The  meuia  it  prorides,  are  foi  re- 
siBtance,  not  for  conquest.  The  gentleman  calls 
upon  OUT  humanity  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of 
the  captives^  by  a  declaration  of  war  against  a 
barbarian,  without  furnishing  any  means  which 
cotild  operate  upon  his  personal  fears ;  or,  perhaps, 
the  gentleman  conceives  that,  after  the  frigates 
ahmUl  hare  peiformed  wonders  upon  the  water, 
they  would  leare  the  element^  boldly  march  apon 
the  land,  and  break  the  chains  of  the  prisoners. 
Thu  is  aasigaing  a  new  ofGce  to  the  frigates,  and 
if  Bb.  O.  thought  they  possessed  the  abiHty  to  ex-; 
etfnte  it,  he  would  gire  his  hearty  assent  to  the 
bilL 

But  might  it  not,  with  mote  reason  and  proba- 
bility,  be  concluded,  that  a  declaration  of  war,  un- 
der snch  circUUSNUfcea,  would  iriritate  the  barba- 
rians and  furnish  additiouil  misery  to  the  unfor- 
toute  prismers?  In  the  expedient  of  purcluaing 
a  peac^  which  is  the  substitute  he  relied  upon,  the 
rranfijrtion  of  the  captires  will  almost  necessarily 
coabtitute  a  part  of  the  negotiation.  Mr.  G.  said, 
thci'gendetnan,  on  this  subject,  appeared  to  hare 
fiwgotten  the  whole  connexion  between  caute  and 
^Sct,  and  to  have  disdained  all  comparison  of  the 
meSau  to  the  end.^  He  believed,  if  ever  there  was 
a  floeasure  inrolviiijg  great  political  consequences, 
wj^ch  owed  its  existence  to  passioD,  without  one 
cSort  of  calculatioiuas  far,  at  leas^as  it  related  to 
it*  ostensible  obieet,  it  was  the  measure  doncan-" 
plirted  by  the  btfl  dow  before  die  Hornet 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
tKe  Mn,  antf  it  w%s  resoh-ed  in  the  affirmatire— 
yte>  5^,  nays  3d,  as  follows: 


/VsAs. — Heanr*.  Fisbsr  ^mes,  John  Bestty,  BUas 
BftwdBwflt,  Sbeaijadrab  Bourne,  Beiy«min  Boonia,  Lam* 
bflrt  Cadmlader,  David  CoUs  Pslc^  CoflK  Jodma 
Cpef.  Dtfubom.  George  Dent,  Bamnd  Dexter, 

Tboonaa  Fmrimms,  Dwight  Foster,  EseUel  Oilbai^ 
Ifidtohs  Gilawik,  Benry  Glenn,  Benkubi  Ooodfane, 
Janes  Chndon,  Samoel  OriAn,  Oeoige  Hanoock,  James 
JSSSkonab,  Wilbsm  Hindman,  Samuel  Hohen,  John 
Wiftes  Kittara,  Amass  Laezned,  Ridiard  Bland  Lee, 
WiBisBi  I^rmaa,  Fiaads  Mdbone,  Prter  MnUanberg, 
Wmiftm  VsBs  Harny,  hmii  Faiker,  Thomas  Soott, 
'Aaadon  Sadfwiek,  Jeremiak  Bmidi,  Samuel  SmWi, 
W^UiaMi  BmWi,  Thenfaa  Apiigi,  Z^hamah  Swift,  SHas 
"Mi  Bl,Oaaa>a1^atdMr,  UiiahTianv  Jonadian'I^iuB> 
WW  Jaha  ft       ABabi  iW  Vn  Gaaabacfc^  FMsH 


WadfWorth,  Jeremish  WadvworOi,  AxtamaS  Ward,  Joha 

Watts,  and  Rkhard  Winn. 

NATS^Messia.  'Hwodoras  BaUey,  Abrahsm  Bald- 
win, Thomas  Blount,  Thomas  P.  Cames,  Gabriel  Cfai» 
tie,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Isaac  Cotes,  WiUism  Findley, 
Williun  B.  Gilea,  James  GiUeme,  Chnstophsr  Greeuio, 
William  Bany  Grova,  Carter  B.  Harriam,  Jcdm  Ra|t^ 
Daniel  Heister,  John  Hunter,  William  Irvfaia,  Mat&v 
Zfoeke,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Jamas  Madison,  Jos^ih  M<y 
DoweU,  Alexander  Mebana,  William  Montgomerr,  An- 
drew Moore,  Joae^  rieville,  Anthony  New,  John  Nidbo> 
hs,  Nathaniel  Nilea,  John  Page,  Franda  PrestoQ,  John 
Smilie,  Israel  Smith,  Thomas  Tredwelh  Philip  Vatf 
Cortlandt,  Abraham  Venable,  Frsncds  Walker,  Benja> 
min  Williams,  PainS  Wingate,  and  Joeeph  Winslrai. 

Resolved,  That  the  title  of  the  said  biU  be,  "An 

an  act  to  proviVt  a  imval  iinimmnnl," 

Mr.  William  Ssiim,  frfjiu  di'.-  cuniiuil 
pointed,  presented  a  bill  making  cciLain 
tions  in  the  act  for  Cstabliahinr  the  Judicial  <_  _ 
<nd  altering  the  titue  of  holding  certain  Ccii 
which  was  read  twice,  and  coUunitled. 
Mr.  Wattb.  from  thf  committee  appotDted,j 

sented  a  bSf  ftr  ifc  rdk  r  of  3-   ■  ^  ^ 

which  wu  Niid  twice,  aaJ  cum 


ittee  appotDted,  Ore- 


ToBaoAT,  March  II. 

A  memorial  of  Lei^ton  Wood,  junior,  Joaej^i 
Stretch,  and  Joshua  Dawsoo,  in  tefaalf  of  th^nfr- 
selres  and  other  clerks  in  tlw  Treasury  Depart- 
ment: was  presented  to  the  House  add  read^  F^f" 
ing  that  they  may  receire  such  compftMatioa,  uk 
aiMiti(Hi  to  the  salaries  allowed  them  by  law,  A 
may  be  deemed  eqtiitable  and  proper,  to  rfiun- 
burae  the  extraordinary  enmiaes  they  incurred  in 
the  discharge  of  their  official  duties  during  fhe 
late  calamity  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  where, 
they  remainecl  at  the  great  personal  hazard 
themsdres  and  families. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be.refened 
to  Mr.  TaACT,  Mr.  MonTooiiaBT,  and  Mr.  Wil- 
LuuiB;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thtoeo^ 
and  report  the  aaum^  with  their  opi&ion  Uwrenpoii, 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  DeabbqbNj  from  the  committee  ai^into^- 
presented  a  bill  for  erecting  a  light-house  on  the 
Uaad  of  Se^nin,  in  die  District  m  lifinnej  width 
was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

A  mesiBgefiom  the  Souite  infinmed  the  Hoiiai^ 
that  die  ^ate  haTe  pusaed  a  bill  entitled  "Aa 
act  to  erect  a  light-honae  on  the  head-land  of  Cap* 
Hatteraa,  and  alighted  beacon  on  Ocraeock  Island,' 
in  the  State  of  Nordi  Carolina:"  to  whiifh  xHkj 
desire  die  concurrence  of  diis  House.  The  and 
toll  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committte  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
defence  of  certain  porta  and  harbors  in  the  Unttad 
States;  and,  aAeir  some  time  spent  therein,  the. 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  bad 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  aeT»> 
rai  amendments  thereto;  which  were  aeTertUf- 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordertd,  That  die  aftld  UU,  witii  the  ttneiA- 
tnents,  be  ettgtoaMd^  and  nad  ^  thika  dtte 
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Bfr.  Madibom,  frtmi  the  eomtnitlee  to  vhoin 
were  referred  the  petitions  of  the  clerks  in  seve- 
ral of  the  Executive  DepartmeDts  of  GktTernmeDt, 
msde  a  report ;  which  ms  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  taue. 

The  House  proceeded  to  coonder  the  amend- 
ment reported  or  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Hocue  on  Thoraoay  last,  to  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther jfttmamx  for  the  expenses  attending;  the  in- 
tercourse of  the  United  States  with  foreign  na- 
tions; and,  the  same'being  twice  read,  was,  on  the 
question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

WevinsDAT,  March  12. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  tbe  defence  of 
certain  ports  and  harbors  in  the  United  States, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed.  ^ 

An  engrossed  bill  making  lurther  provision  for 
the  expenses  attending  the  intercourse  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  with  foreign  nations,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  come  to  a  resolution,  "That 
the  Pbbsidbnt  of  the  United  Statbs  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  to  the  ExeeutiTes  of  the  sere- 
nl  States,  copies  of  the  article  of  amendment 
pmposed  by  Congress  to  be  added  to  the  Consti- 
tKlmi  of  the  United  States,  respecting  thcf  Judi- 
cial power to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  reso- 
lation,  and,  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tioas  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Elstablishment 
tS  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1794;  and,  after 
some  time  epent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under 
cimsideration,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto; 
iriiich  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  tbe  House. 

Orderec^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
■lent,  be  engioised,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Samuil  SKrra,  firom  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  and  rq[>cwt  «i  the  propriety  of 
mmxtting  the  duty  tm  imported  bar  iron,  in  certain 
eases,  nude  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  report  of  the  conunittee 
to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Speech  oS 
thePRMiDENT  OFTBB  Umitbd  Stateb  as  respects 
arms  and  military  stores,  magazines,  and  arsenals; 
and,  after  some  time  spc^t  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  nad  the  said  re- 

Cirt  under  conaideratiou,  and  come  to  several  reso- 
tiens  thereapon}  which  were  severally  twice 
md,  amende^  and  agreed  to  by  the  Honse,  as 
follow: 

MmM,  That  Ae  Pnsidmt  of  tbs  UnHsd  States 
be  srthoilasd  to  dfaeot  two  anaaals  and  magasiBes, 
vMi  As  ■iiimiiy  bviUiDgSi  to  bs  enotad  ia  pnpss 


ritoations,  to  moeraunodate       Sootficm  Stttc*; 
that  the  ussimIs  and  "■■g"'"—  at  Springfield,  in  M» 
mchiuatt^  and  Cariiak,  in  PenniylvuuA,  be  rqiurael; 
and  dist  a  som  not  exceeding  fifty-nine  thotutad  dsl* 
Ian  be  provided  for  that  puipose. 

Saoked,  That  a  national  armmy  be  emeted,  ud 
that  a  superintendent,  and  two  master  arnuMo^  be 
pointed  by  the  Prendent  of  tbe  Ui^ad  States,  to  n* 
perintend  the  ssine.  That  so  many  persons  niKyi  fin 
time  to  time,  be  emcJoyed  therein,  as  the  Societal?  fa 
ttie  Department  (rf*  War  may  jadge  necessary;  and  (bit 
a  sum  not  exceedtng  twenty-two  thousand  dgfat  huH 
died  and  liity-flTe  dollars  be  provided  for  defrtjinf  tbt 
expense  dkereoC 

Stmfbied,  That  a  son  not  ozessdiiig  ons  biiiirH 
and  forty-three  thousand  nz  hundred  and  fat^  diMw, 
be  provided,  ftr  the  pnipoae  of  purchasing  an  addWari 
quanli^  <^  anas  and  aaiaranitioa. 

Ordered,  Tint  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  is,  pn- 
suant  to  the  said  resolutions,  and  that  Mr,  Fitzsi- 
HONS,  Mr.  QooDHDBgMr.  Jbrghuh  Waobitobth, 
Mr.  Forrest,  Mr.  MALBONEjMr.  Boooinot,  Ur. 
Parker,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Winn,  Mr.  Gilham, 
Mr.  Watts,  Mr.  Orh,  Mr.  Balowih,  Mr.  Israel 
Smith,  Mr.  Latimer,  and  Mr.  Datton,  do  pn* 
pare  and  bring  in  tbe  same. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Prebidbht 
OF  the  Unitgd  States,  with  translations  of  two 
Letters  from  the  Commissioners  of  His  Catholic 
Majesty  to  tbe  Secretary  of  State  and  of  their  en- 
closures. 

The  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

If  ATIONAL  DBPENCE. 

Mr.  Seeqwice,  after  some  prefatory  remarb, 
offered  the  following  resolutions: 

Raohai,  That  there  be  laiwd,  aimed,  and  eqnvP^ 
fifteen  zegunents  of  auzflia^  troops,  to  oonut  of  aw 
thousand  men,  rank  and  m»t  tudh,  with  As  fnp'r 
(^cei*. 

Resolved,  That  the  commisuoned  officers  thtfeof  bs 
appointed  as  other  officers  of  the  United  States,  sM 
that  the  non-oommiMioned  officers  and  prrratea  be  «• 
listed  for  the  term  of  two  years ;  and,  with  diit  eono- 
tHHi,  that  if  war  thoald  break  ont  iridun  that  tn»eh»" 
tween  the  United  States  and  any  foreign  EoiapMS 
Power,  they  AmU  be  bound  to  serve  for  the  »em  «« 
three  years,  after  the  eotameiMeaieiit  4tf  die  wsr,  If 
same  dull  so  limg  continue.  ^  . 

Retohedt  That,  in  case  of  such  war,  the  ^^^'"^j, 
the  said  regiments  shall  be  entiUed  to  the  like  pay 
subsistence,  and  to  equal  rank  and  command,  wUh  »* 
offioem  the  present  Military  EstaUiahm«it  of  iw 
United  States;  bnt,  except  in  sudi  ease,  shall 
tied  to  pay  only  fix  the  tune  they  shall  actually  sttSM 
on  the  days  of  ttainiag  and  ezarose,  bsRsfter  »«• 
tioned.  , 

Retohed,  That  each  non-conuniaaoaed  "'^iJ'z 
private  shall,  hy  virtne  of  his  enlistment,  be  MititM  ^ 
a  bounty,  consisting  of  a  suit  of  clothes  p«"  •"■a*  * 
the  value  of  twelre  dollars,  and  riiall  abo  be 
a  compensation  of  half  a  dollar  par  day,  for  *^ 
he  shall  aaaemble  for  the  purpose  of  ttaining  "jr 
ciafaig ;  whidk,  excmt  in  ease  of  war  widi  sane  ^njlP 
European  Poww,  dfiaO  not  axessd  twen^H^.y  * 
one  year;  and,  in  that  cas^  each  ■oB-ooffn*'"^ 
oCssr  sad  pnale  AsU  bs  sBtidsd  to  HwsMM  F'T'* 
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1 111011%  and  AmO  be  nib^  to  the  same  nlem  and  rafo* 
tetioDi,  u  Uw  otbar  tnxHM  of  the  United  8t«t<ib 

Jletoimtf  That  the  aud  ragments  ahall  be  ftuuiahed 
wiA  mam  and  accontrflmeDta  at  the  expenae  of  the 
Unilsd  Statea,  to  be  latnned  at  tfw  exptaition  ot  Huax 
twm  of  B^nioe. 

Setohed,  That  jmmum  hy  taxes  or  dutiea,  compe- 
tent to  the  piupoae  of  defravisg  the  ezpetue  of  reiaiug 
and  paTinc  the  aaid  troopa,  oe  jmnided. 

RoMoea,  That,  within  two  years  and  aix  montha 
aAer  the  time  which  ahall  be  prescribed  hj  law  for  be- 
ginning to  enlist  the  said  troops,  if  no  war  shall  in  the 
mean  time  break  out  with  any  foreign  European  Power, 
tike  regiments  aforesaid  shall  be  abolidied  and  cease. 

Retoked,  That  the  President  of  Uw  United  States 
be  aiithorind,  if  In  Ua  hidgment  the  safe^  or  wel&re 
of  tte  United  States  abm  reqoira  H,  to  lay  an  emba^, 
tmm^  or  paiticnlariyt  npoa  ahips  in  mepmrts  or  bar- 
ban  of  the  United  States,  for  a  term  not  excee&ig,  at 
ai7  one  time,  fiirly  days;  and  also  to  prohilat,  fiir  a  like 
torn,  gfliMfBlly  or  paiticulariy,  the  exportation  of  com- 
raoditifls  fiom  die  United  Statea;  and  such  embargo  or 
pnrfiibitiMi  to  oontinne,  from  time  to  time,  until  the  ex- 
Dintion  of  foorteen  days  after  Uie  etnnniencement  of 
the  seaaioD  of  Congreas  next  ensuing  the  p^eaent. 

Mr.  Sbdowicc  remarked,  that  his  object  was 
the  preserration  of  peace;  but  as  peace  may  not 
alwmf  s  be  in  oar  power,  it  may  be  necessaVy  to 
prepare  for  the  contrary'  event,  war:  and,  in  this 
erent,  acnnething  like  the  measure  he  proptned 
voaU,  be  bdieved,  be  found  necessary.  His  reso- 
faitioos  contemplate  givinff  a  bounty  of  twelve  dol- 
kra  per  annum^  in  a  suit  of  clothes,  to  eadi  priTate 
and  noQ-eommissioiied  cffieer.  This,  he  beUered, 
woald  be  found  saffietent  encotu^meot  to  enlist, 
and  halfa  dollar  to  each  on  the  days  of  muster  be 
thought  also  sufficienL  This  might,  indeed,  at  fiitt 
view,  be  thought  high  jmy,  but  not  so  if  it  is  con- 
sidered that  the  mastering  would  be  an  iuconre- 
nient  interruption  in  the  ordinary  labor  of  the  men, 
which  shoold  be  compensated  for.  There  might, 
at  first  sight,  be  thotwht  to  be  an  inconsistency  in 
his  resolotions.  which  he  would,  to  prcTent  mis- 
•i^prehensioB,  exj^ain.  In  one  part  of  them  the 
men  ue  said  to  be  enlisted  for  two  years,  and  then 
anin  it  is  exjvessed,  that  two  years  and  six  months 
wtK  their  enUstmeat  the  regmients  are  to  be  dis- 
kuded:  the  six  months  are  c<msidered  as  neces- 
mxf  fix  coUeetiBg  the  force,  and  two  years  their 
term  o{  serriee;  which  is  not  too  long,  eoosider- 
iag  the  aitoatioa  of  Bvrope.  This  force,  organized 
in  the  manner  proposed,  will  always  be  prepared 
to  present  a  firm  countenance  in  any  point  of  our 
territory  on  which  an  attack  may  be  made.  He 
beliered,  howcTcr,  that  the  exprnrace  of  Qreat 
ftritain,  during  the  late  war,  would  prevent  them 
from  making  any  attempts  on  our  territory;  he 
believed  it  not  in  the  power  of  any  naticMi  to  con- 
qoer  America,  or  to  dismember  it,  ud  possess 
toemeelves  of  any  section  of  it. 

There  is  anotner  object,  besides  defence,  to 
which  the  force  contemplated  would  be  e<^ual. 
The  European  Power  to  which  the  resolutions 
punt,  now  entertaiiu  hoi>es  of  conquest  in  the 
West  Indies,  as  an  indemnification  for  the  expen- 
aea  of  the  war  in  which  they  are  engtoed.  At  all 
tiM^  tbttr  CokNual  poaMMina  in  ftia  eountry, 


[Maiicb,17M* 

now  the  Independent  United  States,  were  dear  to 
them,  and  would  be  doubly  dear  as  the  means  of 
supporting  their  profitable  Dominions  in  the  West" 
Indies.  He  hoped  that  the  thirst  for  conquest 
would  never  direct  the  CoancUs  of  America;  but, 
if  we  are  anfortunately  to  be  driven  to  the  car- 
nage of  war,  it  will  be  necessary  to  wotmd  our 
enemy  where  he  is  most  vulnerable.  The  reso-- 
lutions  would,  he  hoped,  imdergo  a  temperate  dis^ 
cossion.  When  possessed  of  the  force  coutem' 
plated,  the  adjacent  rich  Dominiims  of  the  nation, 
whose  policy  injures  iis,  can  easily  be  strack^anir 
the  wound  witl  eertunly  be  sevNely  felt.  This 
impending  blow  will  render  that  Power  cautioos; 
they  will  reflect  on  the  danger  o(  rowing  die 
sentmcnt  of  a  country  so  capable  oi  r^aliating 
with  vigor.  These  were  the  objects  he  had  in 
view  by  nis  resolutions.  Objections  to  them  would 
arise;  the  jealousy  which  Republicvis  bear  to 
stBudiing  armies  might  be  mentioned  with  some 
weight ;  a  militia  would  be  pointed  at  as  the  sorest 
defence.  They  certainly  are  so,  to  a  eortain  ex- 
tent; the  opinion  of  their  efficacy  operated  to  so 
great  a  length  before  our  Revolutiou,  that  it  per- 
haps in  a  degree  injnred  us:  but  experience  is  the 
surest  guide.  A  militia  must  be  abandoned  as  a 
means  of  retaliation.  The  terms  of  embodying 
militia  are  so  short,  that  by  the  time  they  have 
become  a  competent  and  efiectiTe  force  they  mast 
be  disbanded,  and  then  nothing  but  force  can  de- 
tain them  in  the  field,  and  the  coon  try  is  left  na- 
ked and  unprotected.  Bendes,  their  wage^  of 
necessity,  are  greater  in  time  of  war  than  those 
of  regular  troops,  and  the  want  of  discipline  occa- 
sions them  to  commit  a  great  waste  on  die  pro- 
perty of  their  fellow-citizens,  besides  a  waste  of 
puutc  [HTOperty.  As  hmg  as  we  depend  aa  a  mi- 
titia  alone  for  repdiing  foreign  injury  short  of  a 
direct  attack  on  onr  territory,  European  natiow 
will  not  consider  us  as  able  to  retaliate,  and  assert 
our  rights.  But  the  scheme  proposed  will  make 
us  more  formidable.  And  as,  anless  necessity 
compels,  these  troops  may  remain  in  the  boson 
of  society,  and  scattered  throughout  the  eoontry, 
it  is  impossible  that  they  shoold  be  formidable  to 
the  liberties  of  the  people;  it  is  imposable  that 
they  Aould  haTe  feelings  diffiwent  tram  those  of 
the  commnnitT. 

One  more  oDservatiott  he  would  make.  When 
he  considered  the  subject  in  hU  own  mind,  two 
denderata  apj[>eared  to  him  n«:essary  to  be  united  j 
the  organization  of  an  active  force  with  as  much 
speed  as  possible,  and  affording  protection  with 
the  least  possible  expense.  It  mi^t  not  be  im- 
proper to  state,  as  far  as  he  was  atue,  the  iffobable 
amount  of  the  expense  of  the  proposed  establish- 
ment: he  had  made  a  little  calculation.  The 
ment  is  to  consist  of  1,000  privates:  this  number  is 
purposely  large,  that  the  expense  of  officers  might 
oe  less;  one  se^^eant-major,  and  fifty  sergeants,  to 
each  regiment,  would  make  the  whole  number  ot 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  1,051  men. 
These,  at  twelve  dollars  for  the  soit  of  clothes  jper 
annniBj  would  make  the  expense  in  this  ar^le 
91^613;  and  the  twenty-four  mosier  days,  at  hiJf 
n  ddlu  a  day,  an  equal  Hom,  in  all  $HS^;  1riliel^ 


mSTORY  OF  CONGRESS; 


Digitized  by 


wmm  OF  Gommmi 


[MABcpiUSt. 


■udtiipUed  hf  16,  the  nnnber  of  r^iineiiU,  gires 
ft  totu  of  (Ti'SiMO.  He  had  not  aocuiately  ascer- 
teined  die  anuMuit  of  &e  ofilcera'  pay,  but  beliered 
itWQuld  be  $14,820;  making  in  the  whole  $393,360 
per  anaumt  the  whole  expense  the  proposed 
auiliajry  or  prorisional  troops.  He  called  them 
awxUiary,  in  reference  to  the  S^OOO  regulars  which 
now  belong  to  Uie  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,  with  w-hich  we  should  be  able  to 
,1»rmg  30,000  men  into  the  field,  a  number  corn- 
patent  to  any  purpose  for  whioh  they  would  be 
suited. 

'  The  resolutions  contemplate,  as  a  probable  con- 
tingency, the  propriety  of  laj^ipg  an  embaxgo  on 
American  Tesaels,  aodjnohinting  the  exportation 
the  produce  ocT  the  United  States.  If  such  an 
embargo  ^aU  necesswrr,  the  operation  can  be 
^tec  per&rmed  by  the  Fbjuidbht  than  by  the 
islature.  In  a  bpdy  as  numerous  as  the  Le- 
cture, it  is  impossible  to  keep  a  secret  for  any 
jth  of  time,  and  the  delays  which  the  ueces- 
sary  fonns  reqiujre  would  tte  such,  that  the  effect 
of  the  measure  would  be  lost  before  finally  adopt- 
ed ;  for  erery  shin,  and  all  the  produce  which  po»- 
aibly  could,  WQUio  immediatefy  be  put  out  of  the 
reach  of  Qorernment. 

The  reasons  on  which  this,  idea  of  an  embargo 
aie  uiunded,  are,  U»t  threat  Britain  cannot  siqi^y 
hper,  Weat  Indiea  en:^  from  the  United  States. 
If  this  is  in  any  degree  true  in  peaceable  times, 
bow  moch  moxe  powerfully  must  it  operate  now 

nharo  a  considerable  military  force  there  to 
7  In  truth,  without  supfdies  from  this  coun- 
try, they  must  inevitably  abandtm  a  prcnect— with 
them  a  &T6rtte  one — the  conquest  of  tne  French 
IRest  Indies.  In  this  sltuatim  of  affairs,  he  be- 
liftTed  it  would  be  found  proper  to  put  intp  the 
hands  of  the  Pbbsidekt  a  power  to  lay  this  em- 
bargo, and  in  a  moment  to  weTent  aU  supplies 
ffoag  to  the  West  Indies  On  occasions, 
confisence  must  be  reposed  in  the  Kxecutire;  and 
tl^  unirersai  confidence  in  the  present  head  of 
tluRl  Department,  would  prevent  all  fears  of  its 
bei|ogdbu8ed.  in  his  hands.  When  we  are  once  in 
tfte  ntuation  eontem^ted  by  the  Tesolutiona  of- 
f<Ke^  and  if  we  aro  tlwn  obliged'  to  exert  the 
moans  in  our  power  for  our  defenoe^  (but  he  hoped 
we  should  not  be  impelled  to  this  djsagreeaUe  ne- 
cfBsity,)  we  can  spesk  a  manly  lan^age  to  any 
one.wtw>  may  attempt  to  injure  or  insult  us.  He 
wo  persuaded^  that  if  a  country  does  not  respect 
itseUj  it  wiU  not  be  respected  Vy  other  naUons; 
that  if  a  nation  is  not  vigilant  in  guarding  their 
rights,  they  soon  will. have  no  rights  to  guard;  if 
tlM^  receive  insults  and  injuries  with  impunity, 
they  will  suffer  injuries  and  insults  without  end. 
This  is  not  the  time  for  feeble  measures.  A  manly 
conduct  ought  to  be  pursued — a  conduct  worthy 
of .  oux  brave  and  honoirabl^  constituents;  they 
fanre  strength  In^^Tely  to  assert,  and  resources  to. 
vindicate  tneit  rights,  tie  did  not  wish  the  do- 
T{«nment  to  hold  any  language  to  intimidate:  we 
should  tell  the  belligerent  PbwerM  that  we  can 
mah?  reasonable  allowances  for.  a  state  of  war, 
but  are  not  to  be  imposed  on.  Such  firm  language, 
bfck^  by  oar  men^s  of,  ttift^pg^  rqajre«t,  bar  vm- 


hoUing  »i^mlje»  iwoemry  to  them  in  the  tmr 
cution  of  a  darling  ol^jeet,  and  by  an  aetiw  fom 
ready  to  strike  iu  a  Tulner^ile  qnaMOi.nHitf  be 
hehrd,  and  have  its  dkie  weight 

He  next  buned  hb  atteadob  to  the  souieefron 
which  funds  may  be  drawn  for  the  execatumrf 
the  plan  pA>posea,  and  expressed  a  firni  relisnee 
on  the  patriotism  of  the  people  of  America, 
he  beliered,  would  che^rfUily  submit  ^diJ  cod- 
trtbute  in  any  manner  "Which  Congress  might 
jud^  proper,  in  support  ojf  thei^  ri^ts,  and  to 
vindicate  their  natloUal' honor.  "  tiff  adTeri^  to 
sunii?  o!>servatioi]s  whli;!^  fell  a  jl^w  4^X9  ^VCf 
fjoEu  Mr.  Lrf:,  wliic:h  h.Q  said,  ^d ^onor  lo^t 
gendenaii;  but  he  coul4  ^fit  tfgf^  ynth  bi$^ 
Hiiukine  that  a  Iscd  t^j^'iyu  41?itn^t4y 
saty-    He  cl  it  as  m(  MWWpewWfy.  to 

Uiat  great  resoufc^i  aud,  if  it'ja  vnne«ea!Mfii(w 
not  expedient.  If  it  mwt  be  reeuored  to,  hoic- 
ever,  he  believed  liua  pepi^  had  rtitus  aadpatn* 
otism  enough  to  submit  witb(»u  mnrmaring. 

He  cOnchided  by  otsenring,  that  the  oslkai  •£ 
whose  treatment  we  have  a'  right  to  connifaUB, 
viewing  onr  resources,  will  refect  serionwy  os 
the  consequence  of  imposing  any  further  injun^ 
and  for  their  own  interest's  saJte,  wiU  pwws  •  dil- 
fezent  line  of  conduct,  which  will  peratt  up  ,tl 
continue  in  a,  state  of  tranvoiUty  and  fctandly  w 
tercouTse  with  dMnk 

Orderedy  That  the  said  motioa  be  emniiM<w 
to  a  Committee  of  tlue  Whole  Honpe  on  the  ftil* 
of  the  Union. 


Tbobwat,  Mwh  13. 
An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for  ^ 
support  of  the  Milimry  BstablMimeot  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  for  the  year  one  Uiousand  seven  btui|| 
dred  and  ninety-four,  was  read  the  third  time  v» 


Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointedto  a* 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  fixing  woys  on  esr- 
tain  rocks  lying  off  the  liartK>r  of  New  LoDdoD,a 
the  Sute  or  Connectieut,  and  Providence  nr^» 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island;  and  that  Mr.Conj 
Mr.  Bbhmhik  Boimira,  and  Mr.  Ctmn,  be  th0«» 
committee. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  intoa  CoW 
tee  of  the  Whote  House  on  the  Report  of  the  «- 
eretary  of  State  on  the  privfleges  and  restnetnu 
on  the  commerce  of  the  Unit^  States  in  fnoP 
cOunteies ;  and,  afkw  some  time  ^pent  therein,  tw 
Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

A  message  from  the  Se&ate  infonned  the 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  pun>«'»'°TM 
certain  crimes  against  the  United  States, 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 

Mr.  EliTZBiHONe,  from  the  committee  «PP*"J"J 
presented  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
pairing  of  arsenals  and  magazines,  and  '**.*2r 
ptirposes }  which  was  read  tmce  ajw  comBU"** 

pRinAT,  i/faifh  14. 
The  bi|l,8ent  from  the.SewMn^eotitled  "An«» 
in  iMldif«on  to  the aet.fpr  punidweaw*"^ 
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lagutut  the  Vbitad  atatS8,'*'irai  zvAdtwke 
aad  MMomined. 

A  masMgefoantte  S«Bale  informed  tbt  House 
that  the  Senate  have  paceed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
MC  tMoinaf  to  Majcr  General  Lafoyette  his  pay 
aad  cmoliuaanta  while  in  the  aernee  of  the  United 
Slates^  to  whiA  thejr  denie  the  coneamnee 
tiua  House. 

COWMBItCi:  OF  THE  TTNITED  8TATE& 

The  Home  again  lesolred  nto  a  Committee  of 
ihc  Hftok  Houae  OD  tbe  of  the  Secretary 

of  fitate  OB  the  invilegM  add  reatricciou  <a  Ae 
•OBun^De  cf  the  Ubim  State*  in  ftiragB  eoim- 


McHABTLSTsaid:  I  ua  eiueediiigly  eorry  that 
Ihia  weointion  has  heea  pfeseed  upon  m  at  this 
tiMcuas  I  hold  k  wovld  beimiwopn  bow  to  admn 
it  ICwe  have  a  war,  which  it  highly  jm^Mble, 
the  trade  will  be  eat  off  betweed  these  States  and 
Ghsat  Britain,  and  no  rMralations  will  he  neeeesa- 
tf.  1  am  sore  aoone  wiU  say  ^t  ^  resolution, 
^  caee  of  a  wax,  woold  be  an  usefoi  or  necessary 
iB|rNdieBt  for  onr  defence.  The  agneasions  hare 
beas,  so  fitr,  tetaUy  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 
As  a  natioo,  we  may  have  a  rig^t  to  pasa  the  re- 
artotioD ;  bqt  aa  its  ooaseqaukces  are  uneertain, 
aad  M  this  may  be  considered  as  «i  aet  tokding  to 
Met  Onat  Brmua  in  hoatiUty,  I- am  notforpass- 
iteit  atpeasent.  The  enormities  of  th«  Irtish. 
mAfj  upon  the  high  seas,  in  seizing^  the  Tesseis 
aodeitiaess  of  America,  amonat  to  pimey  and  rob- 
heiy.  anA  aie  against  tae-  law  nations.  They 
voMW  justify  aa  immediata  deelaratim  of  war. 
Anadcnce  may,  haweirer^  fiuMd  i:t  for  i^  mcaaent. 
We  shot^  go  on  with  our  pRparations  fbr  war, 
and&Q  upoueffeetoal  measusen  fovour  protection. 
Tiheaa  ought  to  draw  our  atte«tioB.  There  is  still 
a'poasibiiity  of  prcserTinff  peace.  We  should  ad- 
hoe  ta  a  neutnuity  i^iTwar  is  inevitable.  Let 
the  caasee  of  the  wax  arise  from  Great  ^ntain. 
Let  u*  do  no  act.  which  will  throw  an  imputatioo 
imcm  US.  If  the  aggqessions  on  the  part  of  Cheat 
BkteMD  s^Qld>  be  eontiiHMdy  or  satisntction  not  be 
made  te  die  past,  we  may  ba  aeoessaiily  involTed 
ia  wmti  andive  og|^t  t«  ba  thintog  on  the  most 
iftjilual  means  ta  eanr  it  on. 

The  Fnneh  RepiAhe  expresses  hen^fHendly 
•atfae  United  States.  We  should  not  be  backward 
hi  naafcing  retncn  fcx  any  of  her  good  offices  to- 
laaa^P  ^  ptorided  oar  acts  do  not  infriiwe  the 
prineiates  (^.neutcality.  I-belieTe  it  to  be  ue  de- 
«M  «  this  eoontrr  to  pntmtve  the  neutrality; 
and,  so  far  as  J  ean  (earn,  eren  the  French  RepuV 
l>a  do  not  wish  us  to  be  involred  in  war. 

We  have  been  insuhed  and  injured  by  Great 
BritMA  in  almost  weary  part  of  the  globe.  Gene- 
minds  would-be  willing  to  foi^t  former  in- 
B,  bat  the  laa^  conduct  of  that  nation  will 
I  us  to  hate  her.  I  Mill  would  wish  to  aroid 
awarj  botif  we  are  forced  into  one,  and  diould 
he  iqiaiiimoa^  Qrmt  Aritain  may  ^ad  us  in  a  bel- 
ter situation  than  she  at  present  imanncs.  To  the 
lastward  there  is  an  armed  miliOa  of  170,000 
mosf  and^  in  general,  tbrmghoot  the  Slates^ mM 
vdtt.  ba  {oaaA  la  met  against-  a  eommen'  eMmy. 


Nay,  if  we  are  nBanimous,  from  ovr  situation,  we 
have  little  to  fear  from  European  combinations. 

This  resolution,  if  passed  l>y  a  small  majority, 
would  nhow  a  division  in  this  country;  whereas, 
in  measures  at  this  tteae,  we  ought  to  be  as  unani- 
mous as  poisiUe.  There  is  no  necessity  for  the  re- 
sokitton.  My  vote,  by  some,  may  be  considered  as 
uBpo|i«lar ;  but  I  snail  do  my  duty,  and  am  weQ 
convmoed  that  my  immedmte  eonstituento  witt 
s^prova  of  my  cwtduct. 

Mr.  SHrra,  of  S.  O.,  neiet  arose.  He  had  Alt 
as  keenly  the  injuries  iriiich  Great  Brttam  had 
iniicted  on  us,  as  any  one  on  tbefloorof  Ctmgress,^ 
but  had  hitherto  been  silent,  as  the  pubHc  mind, 
both  in  and  out  oi  doors,  was  sufficiently  inflamed, 
and  required  rather  to  be  allayed  than  further  irri- 
tated. When  the  Committee  were  hwt  on  the  sub- 
ject of  these  resdintione,  the  coantry  was  in  a  Terj 
di£fereat  situation  from  what  it  is  now ;  the  com- 
mercial relation  of  the  two  netiona  did  not  call  for 
them;  he  then  and  still  held  the  opinion,  that 
comaiewial  and  political  grievances  should  not  be 
confomided.  On  that  occasion,  therefore,  he  had 
avoided  adv«rtiB||  to  the  political  conduct  of  the 
British)  he  considered  only  their 'conduct  in  a 
oommeroiat  point  of  view,  and,  in  this  ligh^  judged 
the  prcqporilifms  by-no  means  adruable.  As  opera- 
tive OB  our  aommereial  intereourse  with  that 
oounMry  in  tiBte  d  peace,  tiiey  will  only  be  an  in- 
jury to  onrsdvas,  and  will-  ajfeet  materially  those 
:Siates  wJMre  manufactures  have  not  made  any 
gt^^^P^^^  iHid  who  have  the<  more  bulky  arti- 
cles for  exports.  Tlus  was  his  opinion  of  their 
tendency  when  they  were  first  brought  fbrward^ 
and  it  tud  not  changed  sincot  Vieinng  the  snb- 
ieet  in  a  political  imnt  of  light,  the  resolutions  are 
oy  no  means  sufficiently  enewetic ;  both  as  a  peace 
raeasnre  or  a  war  measure,  uey  are  equally  im- 
iproper. 

When  the  resolotioiis  were  first  befbre  Ae  Com* 
imitdee,  he  had  entertained  hopes  that  negotiations 
^th  Great  Brilun,  or  the  ev^ts  of  the  European 
twar,  would  have  worked  some  change  in  the  po- 
Jitioal  conduct  of  ^t  country,  which  would  enar 
iUe  us  t»  prcsem  a  striet  neutrality  and  avert  the 
jhanors  orwar  fhaa  our  peaeefU  uiores.  "Wat  is 
|a  great  evil.  The  peof^  from  one  endoTthe  Con- 
tinent to  the  other,  ^ow  that  they  prize  neutral- 
ity, and  the  unanimous  approlVation  of  the  pacific 
Incisures  adopted  by  die  PiiB8ikmt,  show  that 
peace  is  the  wish  of  the  Representatives  of  the 
toatioB.  As  kin^,  therefm-e,  as  a  gleam  hope 
iexisted  of  oiw  being  able,  by  means  of  n^tiation, 
^0  keep  up  a  good  understanding  with  Great  Bri- 
xain,  80  long  be  was  opposed  to  every  measure 
Ifrfdch  might  tend  to  interrupt  rite  tranquilitty. 
But  he  was  sorry  to  &id,  that  far  from  receiving 
ihe  expeoted  satisftction,  aggresaions  have  been 
beapeaoD  uswithteDfolda^ravatioB.  We  should, 
then,  reflect  on  measures  pnqwr  to  guard  us  against 
them.  The  lesdutiens  before  tlie  Committee  are  ■ 
not  ealcalated,  he  ooaenred,  to  paoduee  diis  eflfeet; 
pther  mneh  more  effleient  means  eaii  certainly  be 
densed.  The  Legislature  shOuld  tutfr  their  atten- 
tion to  measures  of  greater  energy ;  they  dkaidd 
Bttsnd  to  4lw  iamediate  d^enee  of  the  seaeoas^ 
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die  organization  of  troops,  and  the  means  of  pro- 
coring  a  rereoiae  to  nerve  the  sinews  of  war.  At 
present,  our  commerce  yields  almost  all  the  reve- 
nue that  flows  into  our  public  coffers.  If  that 
commerce  is  interrupted  hy  a  war,  we  should  de- 
vise a  sutetitute.  A  land  tax  or  stamps  mwt  be 
recurred  to — a  revenue  from  some  source  other 
than  commerce  must  be  secured.  It  was  his  wish 
to  forbear  entering  into  any  measures  that  had  a 
hostile  appearanee  until  the  country  is  |daced  in 
a  state  ot  defence,  and  the  means  of  revenae  are 
so  onnnized  as  to  pat  us  out  of  dai^ger. 

when  the  subject  of  the  resolutions  were  first 
before  the  House,  he  forbore  making  any  mention 
<tf  the  detention  of  our  posts,  the  depredations  on 
our  commerce  in  the  European  seas,  and  the  pirar 
cies  of  the  Algerinetk  because  negotiations  were 
then  pending  (h  whicn  he  hoped  a  favorable  issue, 
but  he  owned  he  was  disappointed  in  his  expecta- 
tions. With  respect,  howeveiTj  to  the  Algerines, 
though  the  annoyance  we  suner  from  that  quar- 
ter is  an  effect  of  the  unfriendly  dispositi<m  of  the 
British  towards  us,  yet  their  conduct  in  that  can- 
not be  construed  into  direct  hostility;  and  we 
should,  therefore,  content  ourselves  with  protect- 
ing onr  commerce  against  those  pirates  by  a  naval 
armament,  or  purchase  a  peace.  The  resolutions 
before  the  Committee,  eonsidoinff  the  critical 
state  of  afDuis,  aie  not  only  too  inoSeient,  but  too 
tardy  in  their  operation.  They  cannot  be  intend- 
ed to  operate  on  this  Spring's  importiUion,  nor,  in- 
deed, upon  the  importations  of  the  Fall ;  for,  before 
this  time,  orders  arc  given,  and  they  cannot  be 
meant  to  operate  so  early,  because  they  would 
have  an  ex  poet  facto  tendency.  Thej  ure,  then, 
to  operate  upon  the  importations  this  time  twelve- 
month. So  feeble  and  remote  an  operation  cannot 
answer  any  good  purpose.  Why  proceed  in  regu- 
lating our  commerce,  when  the  commerce  is  to  be 
saved  from  annihilation?  He  was  sorry  the  House 
did  Dot  think  proper  to  go  first  into  the  i^uestion  of 
an  embargo.  No  doubt  this  was  a  question  of  pri- 
marr  inwwtance;  bat  he  b^eved  it  would  not 
proaoce  that  shou  to  the  c<Hnmereial  interest  that 
amne  gentlemen  feared ;  as  the  qnestiott  was  not 
to  lay  an  embai^  but  to  empower  the  Pbbsi- 
DKMT  to  adopt  such  a  measure,  when  he  thought 
the  exuecncy  of  affiurs  required  it. 

Mr.  S.  took  a  view  of  the  operation  of  the  reso- 
lutions as  mann&ctores  are  eoncemed,  and  en- 
deavored to  show  that  either  we — especially  the 
Sonthgn  States — must  do  without  many  articles 
of  necessitjr,  that  we  are  accustomed  to  receire 
from  Great  Britain,  or  pay  an  exorbitantly  increas- 
ed price  for  them.  He  wished  to  know  what  rate 
of  mcrease  on  the  present  duties  was  contemplated 
by  the  friends  of  the  resolutions  ;  and  wheUier  it 
was  intended  to  increase  the  duties  laid  the  other 
day,  when  on  the  subject  of  ways  and  means,  on 
certain  articles,  still  higher  1  The  mover  of  these 
jvopositioni^  he  observed,  when  he  first  brought 
them  forward,  openly  declared  that  he  did  not 
wish  the  duties  very  high  at  first,  but  to  raise  them 
gradoally.  He  was  destroas  of  knowiiw  whether 
the  gentleman  was  of  the  same  mind  still,  or 
whether  he  now  coatsmpiated  prohibitQffy  dutais? 


Some  gentlemen  thought  they  had  diaeofered  u 

inconsistency  in  the  arguments  of  those  oppowd 
to  the  resolutions,  beeause  they  maintaiuM  thtt 
they  might  accelerate  war,  and  at  the  same  tioie 
are  not  suffisiently  energetic.  The  obsarvtticw 
he  believed  just.  The  resolutions  will  have  u 
irritating,  and  therefore  hostile  tendency,  and  ysl 
they  are  perfectly  impotent  in  effect  m  esse  of 
hostility.  We  have  reason  to  contemplate  a  ittle 
of  war ;  we  should  therefore  exert  all  our  metii 
to  prepare  for  such  a  state.  We  should  fortifr  oir 
harbws,  raise  a  revnine,  organize  troops,  ana  pot 
ontselves  in  complete  rea&iess,  yet  at  die  suae 
time  we  should  not  h<^  irritating  language.  Lrt 
us  hold  out  that  we  wish  peace  as  long  ss  pesee 
can  be  jneserved,  and  when  war  is  unaToioable, 
not  meet  the  event  unprepared.  He  hoped  the 
resolution  would  be  n^tived,  as  a  measure  issA 
ficient  in  the  present  critical  situation  of  aflaii* 
and  only  tending  to  irritate  unnecessarilv. 

Mr.  Giles  conceived  that  gentlemoi  iHiilt  their 
opinions  on  an  idea,  that  if  we  adopt  this  -rescAD* 
uon  it  is  to  prevent  other  measures  from  haof 
taken.  These  resolutions  he  considered  as  po«e^ 
ful  auxiliaries  to  any  other  measure  which  itiuikt 
be  thought  prudent  to  pursue.  He  proceeded  tt 
point  out  that  the  res(rfutions  c(mtemplated  mnit 
have  a  useful  tendency  in  the  event  of  a  war.  If 
a  war  takes  place,  a  termination  to  it  must  be^ 
pected;  then  this  system  wiU  form  thb  best  gioad 
of  ne^tiation.  Great  Britain,  in  a  n^otiadoi  m 
peace,  would  certainly  be  willing  to  give  an  equi- 
valent for  any  relaxauon  of  the  reguutions  oua^ 
to  be  established  by  the  resdintions.  In  ibu  aafft 
point  of  view,  they  undoubtedly  are  a  very  inqwrt' 
ant  engine.  The  Executive  is,  by  the  ConstitB- 
titm,  empowered  to  make  treaties :  but  the 
lature  should  put  the  nation  in  the  best  po''"'" 
state  to  negotiate  them  on  advantageous  term*  1> 
we  are  to  have  war,  the  resolutions  can,  st  say 
rate,  do  no  harm,  and  at  its  termination,  mast  pi^ 
duce  a  great  good.  If  we  remain  in  a 
peace,  he  believed  the  first  operation  of  the  reaow' 
tions  would  be  to  increase  the  teveaoe ;  by 
only,  the  importation  wonld  be  dieeomweoi  *** 
then  a  spur  would  be  riven  to  our  manunotina 
He  enlarged  on  this  i£a,  and  dwelt  fiitl^,.^ 
the  peace  operationitf  the  rest^otions.  Heb^^ 
there  is  as  yet  no  deficiency  in  the  revenue  «  w 
United  States.  If  a  deficiency  shall  take  fU^ 
he  would  be  ready  to  make  it  up.  If  our  import' 
ationsj  and  conaequendy  our  impost  rereao^ 
should  decrease,  our  ability  to  pay  taxes  in 
shape  will  increase  in  the  same  Pf*^*!??,' Jl! 
next  animadverted  on  observations  which  i'™'^ 
days  since  from  Mr.  Lbs,  who,  he  said,  had  msCTwJ 
generally  that  there  appeared,  within  th^  ^''tj: 
Congren,  a  disposition  in  some  to 
rights  of  a  certam  kind  of  property.  He  wwW" 
the  gentleman  more  explicit  as  to  the  P*'*^^ 
referred  to,  and  the  expressions  that  wanwtea  ts" 
belief  he  had  expressed.  [Mr.  O.  was  intermptd 
and  declared  to  be  out  <tf'  orderO  .  ^ 

Ui.  Dbxteb  said:  The  less  lofe  oc  hsw« 
we  have  to  foreign  nations,  the  less  &ar  of  um" 
will  aetoate  onr  Conneils.  We  ahooU  Kgi"^ 
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only  for  our  own  coontrjr.  He  made  this  ob- 
aamtim  to  introdnee  his  principal  objections  to 
the  icnhitinu,  viz:  that  they  disciiminate  be- 
tween foieigB  connbies,  beeaOBe  we  hate  the  one 
and  lore  the  other,  and  tu  ow  citizens  to  ffratify 
those  passions.  Tnis  ^as  his  principal  objection 
to  the  res<diitions;  an  objection  that  no  alteraticm 
of  ciicomstances  coald  do  away;  an  objection 
which  tests  on  the  immutable  interest  of  this  conn- 
try  to  be  detached  (torn  forewn  politics  as  much 
as  posuUe.  It  is  true,  that  moug;h  these  resolu- 
tions were  adopted,  we  should  Iw  able  to  adopt 
any  other  energetic  measure ;  but  he  objected  to 
wasting  time  on  this,  when  more  serious  concerns 
eaU  for  our  attention.  If  we  were  attacked  by  an 
assassin,  ^ould  we  spend  our  time  in  fixing  our 
sword-^ot  or  feather ;  should  we  not  rather  think 
only  of  defending;  ourselves  1  Should  we  now 
spend  time  in  discussing  commercial  theories? 
The  gentleman  last  up  said,  these  resolutions 
would  be  importout  at  the  termination  of  a  war. 
Sorely,  then,  there  is  time  en(»igh  to  eonsi^  the 
giound  we  wish  onr  commoree  to  stand  w  at  the 
end  of  a  war  which  is  noty^  declared.  If  weue 
engaged  in  a  war,  our  commerce  will  not  require 
to  be  regulated,  and  the  passing  these  resolutions 
will  be  an  obstacle  to  peace,  rather  than  tend  to 
aeoore  to  as  adrantagett  for  their  relaxation.  Ano- 
ther consideration  had  wei^t  on  his  mind.  Vfhy 
dwuld  we  discriminate  1  Because  one  nation  is 
hoBCm  and  the  other  friendly?  Strong  as  our 
paitiabty  may  be,  where  is  that  European  nation 
that  confers  acts  of  kindness  on  us  at  the  jpresent 
time  ?  Ha  saw  none  that  merited  a  return  (tf  good 
offices. 

If  m  are  involTed  in  a  war  with  Oreat  Britain, 
we  riiaU  not  remain  at  peace  with  Spain ;  and  as 
it  is  the  drift  of  the  resolutiims  to  encourage  the 
eommerce  of  foreign  nations,  and  Spain  among 
o^ers,  at  the  expense  of  that  ctf  Cheat  Britain, 
thra,  at  the  eloee  of  the  war,  the  wei|^t  which  a 
relaxation  of  those  r^ulatioiu  may  have,  as  fiu  as 
Gfaraat  Britain  is  concerned,  will  nave  a  etmtrary 
and  ^portional  effectso  for  as  Spainis  interested, 
ficv  eray  diminution  of  the  encouragement  gran^ 
ed  by  law  to  Uie  Spanish.  Nature  intended  that 
we  should  be  out  of  the  reach  of  the  politics  of 
Snrope.  Our  interest  is  loud  against  the  connex- 
ion. 

H  the  resolutions  are  passed,  a  basis  will  be 
laid  for  a  permanent  system  of  commerce  with 
them — a  link  he  nerer  wished  to  see  establi^ed. 
If  we  meddle  with  European  politics,  we  maycatch 
the  contagion  which  so  unfortunately  desolates  one 
fine  country,  but  which  is  perhaps  there  a  neeess»- 
FT,  or,  at  least,  unavoiibble  eru.  He  feared  the 
owetof  dissenskmsamongus;  a  reign  of -anarchy 
mnM  lead  to  de^otism.  This  he  dreaded  more 
Ann  the  effects  1^  external  aggressions.  Hewished 
aU  thoughts  were  at  present  turned  to  sdf-defenc^ 
to  derisuig  and  organizing  the  means. 

It  was  said,  that  the  resolutions  bad  not  a  tend- 
ency to  provoke  war.  If  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
nuum  against  which  they  are  meant  to  operate, 
to  make  war,  it  is  immatutal  in  this  resneet  whe^ 
tber  they  door  do  nMpaM.  Bat  to  ^aid  timem 


[H.OPIU 


them,  is  trifling,  at  this  critical  juncture.  They 
mar  hare  an  injurious  tendency.  We  had  been 
tola  that  the  manufocturers  and  merchants  of 
Great  Kitain  would  not  suffer  the  OoTemmokt 
to  go  to  war  with  ns.  By  passing  the  resolutions, 
the  friends  of  which  say  are  to  operate  against 
those  very  classes  of  people,  we  shall  destroy  that 
check,  and  render  a  war  with  us  a  popular  mea- 
sure.  We  hare  much  shipping  in  the  ports  of  oar 
actualj  though  not  yet  declared  enemies ;  will  any 
irritating  measures  tend  to  the  security  of  that 
propertjF-?  Will  they  not  diminish  the  chance  of 
their  being  released?  By  passing  the  resolutions, 
we  should  show  our  temper  witnout  retaliating, 
and  we  should  un|ustly  opwess  the  mercantile  in> 
terest.  '  It  is  sufficient  to  show  that  the  resolutions 
are  inefficient,  to  prove  that  they  ought  not  to 
pass.  He  believed,  if  the  resolutions  had  not  been 
brought  forward  before  this  day,  no  member  would 
have  thought  this  a  time  fit  to  introduce  them-; 
then  why  now  inrist  uikhi  a  decisimi  on  them? 
They  are  robbed  the  object  on  iriueh  Uiey  were 
intended  to  rqiel  aggressions;  they  are  only  a  show 
of  resentment  without  operation.  ThM  is  not  die 
time  for  such  feeble  ineasures  j  our  commerce,  our 
very  existence  as  an  independent  nation,  is  threat* 
euM.  The  present  war  u  a  war  of  pt^itical  prin- 
ciples ;  we  must  secure  ourselves  against  attack, 
and  avoid  all  connexion,  as  much  as  possible,  with 
European  politics.  Let  the  ocean  be  a  gulf  <4 
partition  between  us  and  die  Eastern  hemn 
sphere,  at  least  till  tlw  present  cmvulriotts  are  at 
an  end. 

Mr.  NicnoLAB  said,  he  should  not  attempt  to 
follow  the  gentleman  last  op^  through  his  eloquent 
address,  or  undertake  to  go  mto  an  answer  of  the 
variety  of  general  cha^^es  brought  forward  a^jainst 
the  remotions.  He  wiriied  only  to  lake  notue  of 
me  of  two  points  in  the  debate.  It  was  sud,tlwt 
the  existence  of  the  resolutlims  would  rather  be  a 
bar  to  the  termination  of  a  war,  dmn  an  induea- 
ment  with  our  enemies  to  make  a  peace.  Is  it  to 
be  imagined,  he  asked,  if  Great  Britain  intends  to 
drag  us  into  a  war,  tluit  she  has  not  an  object  to 
obtain  by  it?  If  she  has,  she  will  not  abandon  it 
without  beii^  compelled.  When  forced  to  the 
necessity  of  wishing  for  peace,  wilt  she  not  be  dis- 

EDsed  to  put  us  in  as  fovorable  a  situation  as  beficm 
utilities  ?  But  are  we  prepared  to  say,  that  after 
being  drag^^  inio  a  war,  we  shall  be  willing  to 
make  peace  without  obtaming  some  security  that 
we  shall  not  be  molested  in  future  ?  If  he  under- 
stood what  a  conduct  truly  dignified,  on  such  an 
occasion,  ought  to  be,  we  should  insist  not  <mly  on 
a  reparation  of  the  iiijury  and  insult,  but  show  to 
the  world,  that,  after  obtaining  complete  satis&o- 
tion,  we  were  detennined  to  obtain  security  af^ainst 
future  aggressions.  The  present  measures  did  not, 
as  has  been  asserted,  originate  in  favoritism }  they 
are  not  int»ided  to  vepay  a  debt  of  gratitude }  they 
are  drawn  forth  by  tne  injuries  inflicted  by  oat 
nation,  and  are  meant  to  oen^t  the  country  fw 
which  we  are  sent  to  legislate.  If,  however,  in 
their  operation,  they  shoSd  benefit  France,  this 
was  surely  no  anument  against  them ;  on  the  am- 
trary ,  it       to  Da  Im  ad^moud  aigaiiWBt  in  foTor 
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of  tbem^  as  we  owe  that  utioii  a  Mit  <^  gnut- 

i/b.  BjrrsaA  ciJled  the  atteBtion  of  the  Gom- 
miltee  to  the  iranewe  waste  of  time  wbich  the 
diwusioB  of  these  itsolations  had  ooeasioned. 
Two  months  had  be«i  in  a  great  measure  spent  in 
discnssing  them.  It  was  like  consulting  on  the 
improrencBti  to  be  made  to  an  edifice  tare^tened 
bf  a  coaflagialaoD.  He  ht^wd  the  questioii  would 
be  taken. 

Mr.  Paab,  in  the  present  exigency,  conceired 
tfiat  nothing  would  hare  a  better  effect  than  at- 
tending to  these  eoDunercial  negulatiooa,  which 
wmld  show  out  lore  of  peace,  and  fulfil  tbe  ^reat 
eai  £Dr«luBk  the  Fedeml  GovoBmeat  was  msti- 
tnted. 

Mr.  MnuT  said:  'When  war  ia  starii^  us 
in  tke  face,  he  wondond  gcntlemn  did  dot  feci 
that  the  NsolndoaB  aie  not  proper.  They  ate  bad 
as  a  permanent  system ;  bad  in  tbe  present  emer> 
9eacf.  He  was  surprised  that  the  friends  of  the 
resolnttons,  when  they  wete  the  snl^ect  of  disoue* 
■ien.  before,  dioitld  appear  to  feel  so  maeh  from 
tha  ininriae  inflicted  by  Grnat,  Britain,  and  now 
^al  they  are  iocreaaed  tenrfold,  dtould  not  have 
luea.  in  those  feelings.  He  was  surprised  to  see 
their  minds  statioaary,  thoogh  tkB  danger  is  grow- 
ing, aad  to  find  erery  measure  of  energetic  de< 
fence  which  had  been  proposed,  <^posed  by  the 
gentlemen.  The  present  oriticiu  juncture  odled 
certainly!  for  rigorons  proceedings,  and  under  tlus 
imuflsnoiL  the<ypoaers<rfthe  res(witi(»s  had  been 
bud  to  call  them  trifling.  In  a  commercial  point 
afjTiei^  dieyi  are  iU  caieahited,  and  were  hazard- 
aie.<«riua  peaoe  was  yet  witbia  onr  reach^  bat 
when  a  ehaoge  of  oircumataaoefl  has  given  as  a 
pnaiMot  of  war,  they  are  too  triffing.  He  put  a 
cue.  Would  a.  fiuaaer  differ  with  his  wife  and 
dughlers  ahent^  the  pedlar  they  sbonld-  gtre  a  pre- 
faraaoe  tck  in  purdiasing  their  fewgaws;  whether 
thev  wouu,  eiBpioy  the  EngUm,  Sooteh,  or  Irish 
pedlar,  when  one  of  them  was  stealing  the  sheep, 
and  wantonly  aportiag  with  tbe  property  on  the 
&rm-?  Noj  certainly ;  they  would  aute,  ud  drire 
the,  thief  ob.  It  is  just  as  ridienlaas  in  tbe  Legis- 
lature to  be  now  ending  their  tinie  about  com* 
metcial  rcgulatiena.  Mwe  energetio  measnies  are 
neeessarf.  How  is  an  additional  tea  per  cent,  on 
imjKMtatiODS.oapaUe  of  otvposiag  the  torrent  of 
Bnlidi  ii^natiee  ?  Let  aU  mterooarse  widi  Orcst 
&itaiR  be  alc^pe^  natU  they  give  m  sati^Mtion 
fbc  the  injuries  tkay  h«re  dene  Thds  woutd 
hB.exli^tmg  a  temporary  enmity  for  a  twaporary 
erilt  but  tke  adoptioa  of  the  resokttiens  would 
evioee  aneternal  ooaaity,  aad  at  tbe  same  time 
wast  the  cncigy  wkiok  the  twyenoy  of  dw  case 
would  ramire. 

Mr.  pAaKBft  rose  to  set  the  {j^ntleman  last  op 
ae  to  one  assertion.  He  said  that  the  frieods 
of  the  reeolottoos  were  (^posed  to  erery  energetic 
naeasare  whiefa  had  been  proposed.  Thb  was  not 
the  case ;  indeed,  unless  hunself  and  sereral  other  j 
member^  friends  to  the  reaolntitms,  had  rated  for 
sooie  of  those  maneaeegetie  measures,  they  wo*U 

Ml.  Mvaur  thomht  W  oodUed'  hie  obaecf»- 


tions  to  a  as^rity  of  the  Meddeof  the  resdhk 

tiotts. 

Mr.  Parkbb  beHered  the  reeolutioDS  wooU  hi 
benficial  to  his  ooantry,  and  lend  to  eaeoorags  oV 
manufectures.  Under  this  impresuco,  h«  ww  a 
faror  of  tboon.  He  wshed  all  party  distinctioBa 
dropped  at  the  present  critical  juncture.  He  did 
not  like  to  hear  of  Aess  gentlemen  and  tkme  am- 
demen:  let  as  nnile  as  one.  A  member  fnni 
MassacMisetts  eonceired  tlw  reM^ationa  bore  du 
staaap  of  Prench  on  the  rery  face  of  then.  Hs 
wished,  for  his  part,  that  erery  body  and  entf 
thing  could  be  plainly  read  by  some  such  derieb 
we  should  then  see  what  and  who  is  Frenoh.  ass 
who  is  English.  He  should  not,  he  hoped,  let  pre" 
jvdiee  get  die  better  of  his  reasoib  Init  tboaght 
that  he  nerar  oouldfbMet  that,  probaUy,  withott 
BVaaee  the  Legtslatnre  would  not  be  aow  deHte 
rating  irithm  taese  walls. 

Ml.  SsnowioK  said,  that  althon^  he  hidlMft 
absent  dnruig  the  discussion  of  tUs  u^tHtint  mI^ 
jeet,  yet  he  eeuld  not  eonseid  to  gitv  a  sUeatntK 
thouf^  he  had  not  the  rauity  to  sv^tpese  he  eeaU 
give  new  light ;  yet  hariag  on  a  questioD  of 
nitude  aoeustomed  himsMf  to  speak  as  wdl  w 
rote  his  sentiments,  he  would  n^  now  onut  it ;  h* 
felt  the  ^roorietr  w  apologizing  on^  this  oceasiW' 
It  was  sud  mat  the  mearare  was  piqialar,  ud  thtf 
the  <9position  was  reroobated  by  the  peojde,  if 
it  would  be  mean  sua  base  in  him  to  Annk  ft** 
a  parttcipatioB  with  tlic  gendemea,  with  nfcw 
he  had  so  long  acted,  with  perfeec  satisfiwiiM  t» 
his  own  mind. 

The  question  was  new  presented)  aa  deabtkM^; 
ooght  to  be,  directed  only  to  Oreat  Britain,  w 
proposiag  a^  diaoriminancm  aghast  her.  The  <w- 
ject  was  to  compel  that  eouutiy  to  relax  the  lem 
tkf  of  her  commereial  regulations,  and  to  put  her 
interoourse  with  this  emmtry,  on  a  more  fanHwB 
fooling-  to  us.  That  all  this  was  to  be  eflbetedby 
lessening  our  trade  willi  Great  Britain  and  diW^ 
iagit  to  other  ohann^ 

When  to  all  this  it  was  r^ed,  that  th»  {oMeB^ 
caoduet  of  Gh«at  Britain  put  mch  legidatuns  •> 
defiance;  that  so  far  from  showing  ai  dread  of  sues 
a  systeao,  she  was  porauii^  measures,  which  » 
far  as  in  her  power,  threatened  our  codhbhR" 
with  anaihilaitien ;  that  at  sach  a  time  to  attempt 
by  the  proposed  measures,  to  bend  her  riein  W 
our  wishes  was  absurd.  That  at  this  time,  if  tMC 
was  a  ray  of  booe  to  avoid  the  calamities  vi  war, 
erery  msasate  which  was  at  the  same  time  iriilit* 

ingand  iaeieeMal  should  be  afvoided.  To  msff 
(^jectioos  it  wae  answutd,  was  war  inerittm^ 
the  pnHXMition  ought  now  to  be  adopted,  as  a  com* 
mercial  system  to  come  into  operation,  at  theeoD- 
clusion  of  thewur.  Oeatlemen  who  male  tw 
utswer,  did  not  seem  to  remember  that  to  rneer 
it  just,  we  must  possessa  eertam  knowledge  of  the 
erents  of  the  war.  That  the  rebttre  ciroDm- 
stances  of  the  two  conntries  might  be  muto^ 
oltoed  by  those  ereats,  and  that  which  m^tbe 
proper  now,  would  be  wholly  impn^ier  then. 

As  this  question  was  merely  of  a  cemmw^ 
nature,  he  had  regretted  to  see  poli^^  cousitiM" 
tiaas  liaaffniiiHlrfl  iBtha4ai)at&  Thaaatipfti^ 
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that  was  manirested  to  one  country,  and  the  friend- 
ly r^rd  to  another,  oufht  not  to  influence  the 
decision.  Passion  should  be  banished,  and  just 
and  cool  calculations,  on  the  foundation  of  national 
interest  alone  direct  our  determination. 

It  was  not  now  a  question,  whether  Great  Britain 
had  inflicted  political  injuries  on  this  country, 
wliether  she  aided  the  aarages  of  the  wilderne», 
in  the  morder  of  our  citizens,  whether  she  had  let 
loose  upon  us  the  more  barbarous  savafces  of 
Africa,  or  whether  she  had  committed  piratical : 
de^edations  on  our  commerce ;  if  these  facta  were 
80,  and  justice  could  not  be  obtained  by  negotia- 
tion, though  he  should  deprecate  war  as  an  evil  of 
great  maenitude,  yet  should  justice  be  denied  us, 
£e  should  then  seek  redress  with  as  much  firmness 
he  hoped  as  most  men.  In  such  a  warfare,  he 
should  hope  for  victory ;  there  was  he  believed 
BO  foundation  for  such  hope  in  the  warfare  con- 
templated by  the  propositicns  before  the  Com- 
mittee. 

He  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim  that  the  Qovem- 
ment  of  every  country  in  all  its  deliberations 
should  be  influenced  only  by  considerations  of 
public  good.  To  do  justice  to  aU  the  worlds  reli- 
giously to  perfbrm  its  contracts,  these  were  to  be 
scrupulously  otnerred,  for  they  were  always  for 
the  public  ^ood.   A  private  man  might  indeed, 

Sractise  disinterested  benevolence  to  any  extent 
is  humanity  and  generosity  might  dictate ;  a  pub- 
lic mait  had  no  such  authority.  Did  America,  be 
asked,  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  France,  whence 
derive  we  th^  authority  to  discharge  it?  Is  such 
debt  due,  who  shall  calculate  the  amount?  How 
much  of  the  blood,  of  the  treasure,  of  the  prosperi- 
ty of  our  country,  will  ease  us  of  thisload  of  obligfi- 
tion? 

He  said,  he  did  not  Wish  to  depreciate  the  me- 
rit of  France;  her  efforts  were  glorious  to  herself, 
and  benefictsi  to  this  country.  That  he  might, 
howerer,  be  permitted  to  reeal  the  reiqembrance 
of  the  Committee  to  her  conduct,  he  then  exhi- 
bited a  view  of  that  conduc^  ftom  which  he  con- 
cluded that  every  thing  which  was  done,  had  its 
foundation  in  a  cool  and  temperate  calculation  of 
national  benefit.  That  this,  itideed,  was  the  only 
legitimate  motive  to  national  measures.  That 
other  countries  could  always  calculate  their  mea- 
sures upon  national  interest,  and  he  sincerely 
hoped  tne  Qovernment  of  this  countrjr  would 
do  the  same.  To  do  otherwise,  said  he,  is  Q,uix- 
otism — it  is  crusadinxfor  the  salvation  ol  others, 
and  not  ourselves.  He  hoped  thereforcj  that  no 
part  of  oitf  assent  to  the  proposition  immedi- 
ately under  consideration,  would  be  expected 
either  from  gratitude  on  ue  one  hand  or  resent- 
ment on  the  other. 

He  said,  he  should  proceed  to  consider  whether 
it  was  for  the  interest  America,  that  this  propo- 
ritina  should  be  adopted.  The  objects  are  to  lessen 
credit,  to  control  commerce  by  diverting  it  from 
its  ancient  channels,  to  encourage  navigation  and 
manufactures;  and  the  motiTe  was,  tnat  Great 
Britain  possessed  a  greater  portion  of  our  trade 
than  she  was  entitled  to  fiom  her  disppsitin  and 
conduct  towards  tu. 


He  could  not  help  premising  that  the  featons 
of  the  system  were  stron^^y  marked  with  a  diifo- 
sition  to  control  men  in  toe  economy  of  private 
life  and  in  the  management  of  their  fortunes  j  irkf 
else  not  permit  them  to  extend  their  credit  when 
in  their  opinion  it  may  be  useful  to  them  1  Sueh 
measures,  for  such  purpose,  could  only  be  justifltd 
on  a  [weteace  that  our  countrymen  were  d^iettt 
either  in  wisdomor  in  prudence.  Awceteoee  wUoh, 
if  not  iiudent,  always  had,  and  always  would  he 
found  misehieTous,  because  the  great  bulk  of  every 
community  were  more  cnapetent  to  the  manwe- 
ment  of  thieir  own  private  concerns  than  the  Go- 
vernment could  pretend  to  be. 

The  whole  system  is  directed  towards  Great 
Britain,  and  the  object  is  declaredly  coercioo.  The 
consequebces  must  be  either,  first,  that  Great  Bri- 
tain would  submit;  second,  that  she  would  wic^ 
draw  her  capital  and  relinquish  a  comxi«rci«l  cobp 
nexion  with  us ;  or  third,  tnat  she  would  counter 
act  our  regulations  by  Legislative  provisions. 

Suppose  Great  Britain  s^uld  be  compelled  tosul^- 
mission,  it  would  not  be  imagiued  she  would  do  it 
immediately  ;,and,  in  the  meantime,  we  mustsoffin 
much  distress.  It  was  true,  he  said,  we  had  »miW 
other  eonunereial  connexiooB^  butia  these  wa  (M 
almost  the  whole  of  die  carry  lag ;  none  of  the  dk- 
tions  to  whom  we  are  thus  alUra  having  any  eoB* 
siderable  shipping'  to  spare  for  our  purposes  nor 
was  there  any  probability  that  they  would  imme>- 
diately,  if  at  all,  fbrmah  us  with  aav  considerable 
supply.  We  must,  therefore,  depcna  on  ounelvelk 
In  a  country  circiimBtanced  as  mis  was,  it  was  to 
be  expected  there  would  always  be  a  de&a/otef  of 
commercial  capital,  because  there  were  so  mmjf 
objects  to  which  capital  could  be  profitably  aopb- 
ed.  The  object  of  the  resolutions  under  conaideiar 
tion,  was  to  divert  capital  from  branches  in  whieh 
it  was  at  present  gainfully  employed,  to  .othsss> 
The  brauch  was  at  present  overstocked,  yet  a  dfa 
versity  must  take  place,  for  ships  must  be  b«ilt<li 
our  prodoce  could  not^  to  market,  but  mast  pe- 
rish on  our  hands.  Mautfiuttues,  toe,  must  be 
establisheid,  or  onr  citizens,  could  not  be  sufdied 
with  the  necessaries  and  conveniences  for  whii^ 
they  now  depended  on  other  countries  j  and  thw 
must  do  without  them  until  our  aariftation  is  sal' 
ficiendy  increased.  What  effects,  he  asked,  wen 
to  be  produced  by  a  diversion,  and  that  launedin 
ately,  of  one  half  of  our  commerce  from  its  aat 
cient  and  natuml  channeb?  Was  there  nothing 
to  be  feared  for  the  preaervaUonof  the  pjuUio  ere- 
dit  which  this  commerce  was  to  support  1  Nothi* 
ing  for  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  oar  com* 
try  ?  But  what,  he  said,  appeared  almost  faroical 
to  htm  was,  it  was  not  intended  to  be  pecmaoent. 
Gfentlemen.  said,  Great  Britain  would  not  stand 
the  shock ;  she  must  submit ;  the  very  sehen% 
th«i,  supposed  its  continuance  was  to  aepeoA  om 
the  pleasure  ^  the  coimtry  .aaunst  whom  we  were 
to  deoUte  commercial  war.  Whien  our  ships  wen^ 
built  and  our  manufactures  established,  Great  Bii< 
tain  would  give  over  the  contest.  Then  oar  ships 
might  be  laid  up  at  our  docks,  and  our  mannUcp 
turiDff  cartels  replaced  in  those  branches  from 
which  it  waa  now  to  he  instonUy.  withdrawal  fo^ 
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onleM  that  coimtrj;  woold  be  eonTinced  that  she 
-riKmld  participate  in  onrcommexce,  which  would 
Bot  be  the  case  if  we  supped  onrselTea,  she  wonld 
eertainly  never  humble  herself  before  m. 

Etoance  and  absurd  suppositions  were  made  to 
\Kf  the  toottdation  on  which  to  build  this  system. 
It  was  sopposed  tlutt  without  any  considerable 
ilistress  of  our  citizens ;  without  a  wock  to  public 
eiedit;  without  shtmnng  to  export  or  import;  and, 
with  a  deficiency  oi  commercial  capital,  we  could 
divert,  and  that  immediately,  hair  of  our  com- 
merce from  its  natural  chaoQels,  while  Great  Bri- 
tain, must  be  ruinedj  or  at  least  compelled  to  sub- 
mission, by  a  diversion  of  a  small  portion  of  hers, 
altfaougn  she  had  shipping  to  transport  througK 
die  world  and  more  commercial  capital  than  any 
nation  on  earth.  Take  care,  sir,  said  he,  I  be- 
aeedi  yon,  that  led  astray  by  resentment,  gratitude, 
or  refined  theory,  the  curse  of  modem  times,  you 
do  not  dissipate  your  goodly  inheritance.  Gentle- 
men had  said,  our  constituents  are  improvident 
^t  the  extension  of  credit  afforded  die  means  of 
diaeiiiation!  let  as  destroy  those  means.  Strange 
doctrine,  said  he,  and  unfounded  as  strange ! 
We  have  no  right  to  assume  the  character  of  their 
guardians  in  thb  respect.   There  are  not,  ss  has 


and  enforcmg  a  prompt  and  impartial  execution 
ef  your  laws,  which  indeed  woiud  rather  extend 
than  limit  credit. 

^  Was  Great  Britain  to  relinquish  her  commer- 
eiat  G<Hmexion  with  as,  though  to  her  it  would  be 
■  misfitrtime,  yet  to  us  it  would  be  a  very  unhap* 
py  event  Ever  since  he  couid  remember,  it  had 
been  the  fashionablie  cant  to  exclaim  against  cre- 
dit; vet  und«ra  systemof  credit  America  had  en- 
joyed unexampled  proqterity.  Tnat  in  his  (^pinion, 
experience  was  the  only  imerring  director  m  poli- 
tical investigatums. 

The  commercial  intercourse  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  America  would  continue,  should  this  sys- 
tem be  adopted,  or  it  would  cease.  In  either  case 
or  in  a  mean  between  the  twos  the  burdens  created 
by  it  would  fall  principally  if  not  wholly  on  our 
Citizens.  Should  it  contmae,  it  would  be  a  charge 
on  our  imports  and  exports  to  be  satisfied  by  the 
labor  and  industry  of  our  people.  On  our  exp(»-ts, 
because  in  all  foreign  marlcets  the  products  of  our 
eonntry  have  to  sustain  a  competition  with  the 
same  species  of  the  produce  of  other  countries.  A 
hogshead  of  tobacco,  for  instance,  has  its  price  de- 
termined by  the  demand  for  it  etmipared  with  the 
capacity  of  supplying  that  demand  by  this  and 
other  countries;  an  indemnification  for  the  addi- 
tiimal  expense  cannot  be  obtained  in  the  sales  j  it 
must  therefore  be  an  expense  in  the  labor  and  in- 
dustry which  produces  the  article.  On  our  im- 
ports, the  same  will  be  the  case,  for  a  merchant 
win  not  continue  to  supply  a  market  which  will 
not  indemnify  him  for  all  his  expenses  and  be- 
sides afford  Kim  bis  usual  profits.  In  this  case 
ftlso,  there  would  be  no  other  source  of  indemnifi- 
cation but  the  labor  and  industry  of  the  country. 
Under  the  pressure  of  these  burdens  the  reduced 


price  of  exports  and  the  enhanced  price  of  impotti. 
how  altered,  fVom  its  present  happy  state,  wooU 
be  the  condition  of  our  planters  and  farmers !  If 
the  intercourse  should  not  continue,  then  should 
we  destroy  our  best  markets,  deprive  our  peo{de 
of  the  most  valuablesource  of  supply,  and  destroy, 
too,  the  best  means  of  supporting  the  public  credit 

It  remained,  Mr.  S.  said,  to  be  considered 
what  effects  would  probably  result  from  Great 
Britain  meeting  our  regulations  with  counteract- 
ing restrictions.  But,  previous  to  an  immediate 
consideration  of  this  question,  it  would  be  proper 
to  inquire  whether  the  commercial  ecmduct  oS  Uul 
country  towards  this  would  justify  this  measure 
as  a  mean  of  retaliation  ? 

He  said,  that  he  believed  the  conduct  of  Greet 
Britain  had,  on  this  subject  of  commerce,  been  too 
limited  and  narrow.  That  this  was  paitienluly 
true  as  respected  a  commercial  intereouise 
tween  America  and  Great  Britain  and  her  Domin- 
ions in  the  W»t  Indies.  But  it  should  be  remem- 
bered that  she  was  an  independent  nation,  and  as 
such  had  a  right  to  consult  and  pursue  her  own 
interest.  That  tmtil  she  should  be  convinced  that 
a  more  liberal  and  enlightened  policy  was  for  ber 
benefit,  it  could  not  be  expected  that  she  would 
sacrifice  her  own  interest  to  our  benefit  That 
she  would  be  at  the  expense  of  maintaining  and 
supportinf  ber  Colonies,  that  we  might  participate 
in  the  pto^i.  That  all  we  could  in  reason  deound 
of  her  was,  that  she  should  not  discriminate  against 
us,  but  that  her  conduct  should  be  as  favorable  to 
us  as  to  other  independent  nations.  Was  her  con- 
duct influenced  by  the  considerations  which  have 
produced  the  resolution  before  us?  Did  she  sin- 
gle out  America  as  the  only  object  of  her  resent- 
ment, the  ardor  with  which  this  measnre  was  pur- 
sued wotild  have  sufficient  foundation  tor  its  jusH^ 
cation. 

Mr.  S.  then  proceeded  to  state  the  regulatioas 
of  Great  Britain  which  directed  her  intercoune 
with  this  country.  He  said  that  respecting  the 
West  Indies,  the  same  severe,  rigid,  and  gloomy 
exclusion  extended  equally  with  us  to  all  nations; 
with  this  only  difference  of  partial  and  temporary 
relaxations  in  our  favor,  as,  in  her  opinion,  her  oc- 
casions required.  That,  respecting  an  immediate 
intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  her  regulaums 
were  as  favorable  to  us  as  to  any  country,  except 
only  where  favors  are  the  effect  of  direct  stipu*- 
tion ;  nay,  they  are  more  so  as  respects  the  im- 
portant articles  of  pot  and  pearl-ash,  pitch,  t^ 
timber,  and  an  exemption  from  the  payment « 
alien  duties. 

If  then,  Great  Britain  did  not  discriDunsK 
against  us— if  her  discriminations  were  favoraUe 
to  us,  where  was  our  right  for  complaint  ?  Should, 
however,  unprovoked  resentment  (for  gentlemen 
would  remember  to  put  political  considerations , 
out  of  die  question)  sUmulate  the  adoption  of  the 
proposed  measures,  thedisposition  of  thatcountrytj) 
retuiate  would  be  certain ;  her  capacity  for  retau- 
ation  was  therefore  to  be  considered.   This  siiD- 


ject,  he  said,  had  been  tmder  the  consideration 
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duties  cm  oar  rice  and  tobacco  and  such  other  ar- 
taele*  as  she  can  procure  from  other  countries,  and 
OB  her  prDdaets  nqported  in  omr  boctoms;  and, 
•hould  she  at  the  same  time  eoontenct  oar  duties 
hj  bounties;  then  bomitiesmay  besog^Ten  as  com- 
pletely to  balance  oar  duties,  and  their  duties,  of 
eonrse,  a  direct  charge  upon  us — a  charge  on  our  ex- 
ports,  for  the  reasons  he  had  already  mentifmed,  de- 
preciating their  yala« — a  charge  on  our  imports  to 
M  aatisfted  by  the  labor  and  industry  of  the  country. 
These  would  be  the  salutary  effects  of  this  blessed 
system,  so  far  as  the  trade  should  contioue  under  the 
loadoftheseoppressire  burdens.  If  thecommercial 
intercourse  between  America  and  Oreat  Britain 
afaoold  be  destroyed  by  this  system  of  expensire 
irritatioiL,  the  erils  were  obrious,  both  as  they 
mmid  affect  the  ease  and  prosperity  of  our  people, 
aod  the  preserration  of  the  public  credit.  He  had 
called  the  present  elunnels  of  commerce,  the  natu- 
ral ones — there  would,  he  said,  be  fonna  sufficient 
nmacHk  for  the  iqtpellation,  wimoat  aitorinf;  into 
■n  eztennTe  investigaticm  of  the  subject,  m  this 
one  obooratiCHi ;  that  the  present  state  of  our  timde 
is  prodaeed  by  eoontmg-house  caleulatitHis  baring 
inteiest  alme  Ibr  their  Dl^t. 

It  had  beai  said,  that  a  great  part  of  our  imports 
eonsisted  of  the  more  articles  <^  luxury.  This 
mw  imdoubtedly  true,  but  luxurious  enjoyments 
oodld  not  be  prerented,  unless  we  would  mtroduce 
the  manners  of  Sparta,  and  continue  them  by  the 
iDHChations  and  laws  of  Lycur^s.  The  psission 
/or  distinction  could  not  be  controlled  nor  would 
it  be  eligU>le,  if  it  could.  If,  then,  said  he,  we  will 
sse  Madeira  wine  and  green  tea — if  we  will  wear 
sflks,  cambrics,  muslins,  and  other  succedauea  of 
tbe  fig4e«f,  wny  should  we  not  be  permitted  to 
obtain  them  when  they  can  best  be  had,  of  the 
best  quality  and  on  the  best  terms;  do  gentle- 
men so|^>06e  our  constituents  will  aeknofrtedge 
oUigations  for  being  compelled  to  proeore  them 
of  mferia  quality  and  tm  worse  terms? 

Omdemen  had  given  countenanee  to  this  pro- 
ieet  Obdcr  an  idea  that  it  would  mcooraffe  manu- 
aetares  and  the  carrying  tnde ;  thu  to  his  mind 
was  prepoaterous.  He  had  always  supposed  that 
to  eatabush  manufactures,  our  active  capital  must 
be  increased;  and  to  encourage  navigation,  our 
trade  must  be  extended.  How  this  measure  which 
woold  lessen  our  active  capital  by  the  embarrass- 
QMOt  it  would  create,  could  affbra  the  means  of 
cstabli^ing  manufactures  and  building  ships,  to 
his  mind  was  perfectly  unaccountable.  He  asked 
if  it  had  net  been  demtmstiated  that  the  measure 
would  tend  to  enhaace  the  price  of  the  commodi- 
ties ^ich  we  wanted  to  purchase,  and  drarease 
the  price  of  the  products  <»  our  country.  It  had, 
iadeedj  been  eooceded,  that  dieie  effects  were  on- 
mridame,  and  yet  diese  were  dte  means  whereby 
we  were  to  extnd  oar  manufaetures  and  naviga- 
tin.   Shoald,  however,  these  effects  result,  he 
adoBd  if  we  covld  feA  oorselves  justified  in  sacri- 
ficing to  the  encouragement  of  a  few  ship-carpen- 
ters ukd  o^er  mechuucs,  the  ease  and  comfort  of 
^  most  useful  and  respectable  descriptim  of 
IMD,  the  ftrmer  and  planter  1   One  more  obeerva- 
tion  he  said  be  woola  main  on  this  head,  that  any 
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measure  which  might  oppress  the  community, 
would  be  felt  first  and  most  severely  by  the  poorer 
class  of  peo|de. 

Befbre  the  subject  was  dismissed  it  ought  to  be 
viewed  in  a  lig^t  in  which  it  was  diown  in  the 
most  banefid  colors;  its  tendency  to  war  and  all 
itn  dreadf\il  consequences.  As  the  giuur^ans  d 
the  public  hapioness,  we  ouefat  to  avoid  any  mea- 
sure which  traded  to  this,  if  it  could  be  done  con- 
sistent with  the  interest  of  our  country.  He  laid 
it  down  as  a  principle  that  every  action  had  its 
character  determined  by  the  motives  which  gave 
it  birth.  What  motives  then  originated  this  mea- 
sure? Were  they  of  a  commercial,  or  political 
nature  ?  Had  Great  Britain  inflicted  any  com- 
mercial injuries  on  this  country  ?  Had  she  not 
calculated  her  regulations  tm  die  same  principle 
of  all  other  nations — her  own  interest?  Had  she 
discriminated  against  us?  Did  not  the  details 
clearly  show  that  her  regulations  were  as  &vora» 
Ide  to  this  as  to  other  countries  ?  And  did  not  an 
infinitelr  more  stubborn  fiiet,  the  existing  state  of 
our  trane,  undeniably  prove  hers  to  be  our  best 
nuirkets? 

If,  then,  these  measures  are  not  justified  on  com^ 
mercial  considerations,  will  the  nation  towards 
whom  they  are  directed,  be  at  a  loss  to  determine 
our  true  motives?  If  doulrts  could  otherwise  ex- 
ist, recourse  to  the  printed  debates  would  remove 
it  There  we  find  our  negroes  Juried  off;  the 
Western  posts,  the  savages,  Algerines,  and  instruc- 
tions to  toe  commanders  of  ships,  the  constant 
theme  of  animated  declamation.  We  know  too 
well  the  correctness  of  gentlemen's  understandings 
not  to  be  assured  that  these  subjects  would  not  be 
so  frequently  repeated,  if  they  were  not  desuned 
to  have  effect.  These  were  not  ccanmercia^  bat 
political  considerations.  U^  then,  the  measure 
could  not  be — if  it  was  not  justified  on  commer- 
cial, but  political  ground—if  it  was  not  desired 
to  retaliate  for  commercial,  but  for  political  uijn- 
ries ;  it  followed  irresistibly,  that  the  measure  a»- 
Bumed  the  complexion  of  hostility.  He  did  not 
mean  to  suggest  an  idea  but  that  the  injuries  com- 

elained  of  might  Justify  hostile  retaliation;  but 
e  would  affirrn,  if'^  this  measure  was  designed  as 
such,  it  was  infinitely  too  feeble,  and  would  oer* 
tainly  prove  ineffectual.  If  war  was  really  tiie 
intention,  it  was  our  duty  boldly  to  declare  it,  and, 
like  men,  prepare  for  the  event  and  not  involve 
our  country  in  blood  under  the  disguised  pretence 
of  our  commercial  regulations.  If  we  found  mo- 
tives for  our  conduct  in  antipathy  to  one  nation, 
and  in  gratitude  and  affection  to  another,  and  that 
this  was  the  case,  he  appealed  to  the  printed  de- 
bates and  to  the  mithfu  monitors  of  gentlemen- 
would  it  be  supposed  thai  Oreat  Bntaui  would 
not  understand,  resent,  and  endeavor  to  revenge  itf 
Oreat  Britain,  he  said,  was  involved  in  a  war, 
whether  just  or  not,  the  Ctovemment  of  this  coun- 
try had  no  ri^ht  to  determine— just  or  not,  we  had 
reason  to  believe  it  was  popular.  While  she  was 
pursuing  this  war,  we  complaining  of  injuries,  and 
stimulated  by  a  sense  of  them,  adopt  measories  of 
retaliation,  declaredly  intendea  to  produce  embar^ 
raasmento  of  such  a  nature  as  to  induce  her  to 
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ehuce  a  coarse  of  conduet  she  has  puraued  for 
fgosj  and  to  which,  in  her  t^unioiif  she  is  priQcipallj 
indebted  fot  her  progressive  prosperity.  If  serioDs 
cmbatranments  are  not  to  be  expected,  then  ought 
tike  measure  to  be  abandooed,  because  it  would  not 
produce  the  intended  effect,  and  becaose  it  would , 
eonfesaedly  be  injurious  to  us. 

Should  It  produoe  the  embarrassments  foretold, : 
it  will  materially  affect  those  resources  on  which 
she  depends  for  the  prosecutifui  of  a  faTorite  war. 
Should  she  those  measures  as  intended^  would 
it  not  kindle  reseatmeot  1  Would  she  not  discover 
the  cause  ?  And  would  she  not  feel  perfect  self- 
jtiBtificatian  in  using  aU  the  means  in  her  power 
to  rereitge  our  partiality  t 
'  The  evil,  he  said,  would  not  end  here.  Great 
Brhun  was  an  important  ally,  and  on  her  resouroes 
the  CombiDed  Powers  materially  depended  for 
the  proseoutioo  of  the  war.  A  war  waged  with 
as  mueh  enmity  as  had  uovoked  hostility  at  any 
period  of  the  eKistenceofeiTilizedBuroiie.  Should 
we  strike  at  those  resouroeB,  and  from  motives 
they  will  doubtlen  comprehend,  would  they 
tamely  submit  to  such  conduct ;  would'  they  not 
icsent  and  endeavor  to  revenge  it  7  I  will  repeat, 
said  he,  that  if  your  maasurea  do  not  materially 
embarrass  Great  Britain,  and  in  a  eoasidenble  d^ 
ffxe  destroy  her  resources,  then  will  yfmr  ex- 
pectations be  disappointed,  and  the  end  you  pro- 
pose defeated,  and  you  ouy  accumulate  distress 
oa  your  own  citixcttB.  If  thie  embamunneikts  yon 
iatud  shall  result  fiora  your  measures,  then  do 

jrou,  u  fkc^  take  part  in  the  wu  i  you  mil,  there- 
bre,  proTofce  the  vengiBanee  of  the  natipn  against 
wfacna  your  measures  an  directed,  and  of  her 
allies. 

To  show  the  natural  effects  of  conmercial  r»- 
j^jlations  pointed  against  nations  to  produce  hos- 
tility, he  mentioned  the  war  which  took  place 
between  (j^reat  Britain  and  Holland,  in  16^  occa- 
sioned by  the  Navigation  Act  of  the  former  i  and 
that  of  1672,  between  the  French  and  Dutch,  in 
conscquenoe  of  the  duties  imposed  by  the  former 
tm  linen,  and  hf  the  latter  oa  wine.  There  was, 
he  said,  peculiar  reason  for  expeetiog  such  an 
event  in  the  present  instance,  for,  by  the  treaty  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Spain,  it  was  expressly 
stipulated:  ''if  either  shall  be  attaoked,  niMCBtea, 
or  lUqpiietod,  in  tar  of  their  States,  rigfata,  poseee- 
aioBs,  or  interest^"  it  is  thu  to  be  made  comae 
cause. 

This,.he  said,  was  not  all,  our  real  views  would 
be  known  to  our  constituents.  They  are,  said  he, 
a  wise  and  penetrating  people,  and  will  never  con- 
seot  to  be  drai^Bd  to  the  caraa^  of  war,  undo'  a 
pretence  of  commeroial  regulauons.  Their  hon- 
est candor  will  abhor  and  detest  all  covert  and 
crooked  politics.  He  did  not  mean  to  charge  gen- 
tlemen with  unwwthy  motives.  He  could  not, 
however,  avoid  declaring  the  comment  whidi  in 
liis  opinion  would  be  mule,  on  experience  of  the 
&tal  events  which  would  result  from  tbe  adoption 
of  the  proposed  system— a  system  incapable  of 
benefit  to  the  community  and  ptc^naat  with  enor- 
moasevik# 

He  said,  before  he  disnussed  this  pait  of  the 


subject,  he  woaM  submit  one  observatioa  to  dii 
consideratioD  of  the  Committee.  It  was,  thtf  tie 
navigation  and  mianufactures  of  the  United  8lit% 
had,  ID  a  few  years  past,  increased  with  a  rapidit|f, 
e<}ual  to  tbe  expectation  of  ^  loest  aangatat 
friend  of  this  country.  That  this  had  rcsohedfroa 
the  existing  systems.  That  he  beUeved  it  to  be 
true,  that,  at  this  moment,  as  great  a  portico  of 
our  capital  was  invested  in  those  branches  at  wm 
consistent  with  the  general  Welfare.  Uader  toA 
circumstances  it  became  tbe  Legidatttre  oantioai- 
ly  to  adopt  meastues,  which  nught  distract  ike 
present  naiutary  ord«  of  things. 

Mr.  Glahk  rose  to  ansmr  an  olgwUoB  iMA 
bad  ftilen  in  the  course  of  dw  debate.  Itwasai^ 
that  the  resolutions  wouU  tend  to  burdea  ik 
wKwer  ekuaes  citinnt.  The  additiooal  itm, 
ne  imagined,  were  only  intended  to  be  laid  onlhc 
finer  gmdsj  and  eoaree  doAo,  tooii  would  still  » 
main  at  the  old  piece. 

Mr.  Ltm&n  said  the  diseuanon  of  this  qaesliaa 
has  already  engrossed  mueh  time.  It  has  bea 
postponed.  I  was  in  favor  of  a  poetponeraeiu,  ks- 
cause  I  then  thcmgfat,  and  1  wow  think^  the  Hsue 
is  not  in  possession  of  all  the  informaCKm  aiu)  fn- 
mises  necessary  to  guide  their  determinatioa  cs 
all  the  resolutions  pn^naed.  ltwasthentsid,tlHi 
idthough  we  had  ^gravated  complaints  sgsia* 
Great  Britain^  she  could  not  be  so  infrtoated  m 
not  to  render  jusdce  j  that  those  injuries  mce  ii 
a  trsin  <tf  DegiMiaticHi,  and  that  it  wouM  be  it^ 
ness  and  folly  ta  interrupt  thnmi  I  eiHifts^  ^ 
that  this  reasoniug  hhd  its  wei^t  with  at}  M 
the  ease  now  assumes  a  diC^nt  hoe.  h  du* 
any  gentleman  that  stiU  doubts  of  the  hostile  sm 
mad  mtentions  of  that  nation  7  Their  agpessMf 
have  inereased ;  they  meditate  still  more,  and  ksn 
denied  us  iu  an  unequivocal  msnace  >*9 
sation ;  they  have  added  insult  to  iaiury. 
not  say  these  thutfS  wilfa  a  view  to  fire  tbepew 
mind  to  resentment— that  is  already  done  to  sacs 
a  degree  as  to  want  the  rather  to  be  debycd  ud 
given  a  proper  dhrection.  But  it  has  b«DJ>>^ 
that  instead  of  that  firm  front  of  defence  m» 
the  danger  of  our  situationTequtres,  these  resoi«a(*| 
are  impotent  and  trifling— mere  pop.  ^S!^ 
think  this  langua^  u  complimentary 
derstandtngs  of  either  the  omnmumty,  or^^ 
HouM^  or  even  the  gentlemen  thesnselvcs, 
xealously  flfpose  fhem.  If  they  *r6  insigaifiii«4 
as  the geatfeukfln  deekrr,  they  ought  wboUf  toV 
dinegatded.  But.  air,  they  sve  not  insigiufiestft 
they  present  us  with  a  part,  at  least,  of  sjiutsas 

tempemte  defence  against  u  walkm  that  wita  v 
accountable  enmity  ^u^eks  and  i"^^^^ 
they  are  insignifieent.  I  am  cenMAt 
ceived,  as  not  ooraprenendihg  ihemu  I  w 
tend  at  this  time  to  go  into  a  minute  ooosMtfsu* 
of  the  general  natnm  of  the  readHtioos; 
eheady  been  done,  and  I  am  eonvinced^  and  or 
not  be  afVald  to  hautd  my  optiritia  to  the  int^ 
that  it  is  founded  ia  immutable  natural 
that  will  stand  the  test  of  time.   There  csu^  ^ 
a  pbiaer  axiom  than  reeiprootty  of  advaat^g^ 
navigati<m  and  etxnmeree.   It  is  for  ov 
to  cowktetnet  the  ctmuwreial  ^egalatitiat  tfov" 


Digitized  by 


Googlt 


nations  bjr  those  of  our  own  >  to  repel  their  iabrica 
and  manufactures  from  our  country,  uid  to  re- 
place them  with  our  own.  We  have  both  the 
right  and  the  power  to  do  it.  These  are  truths 
that  hare  been  always  acknowledged  in  this  coun- 
try. 'Conviction  of  their  importance  was  one 
amoQ^  the  causes  which  produced  the  pre^nl 
Copstitatlon.  We  have  hitnerto  forborne  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  right.  I  do  not  pretend  to  arraign 
the  motives,  1  believe  they  were  good ;  because, 
sir,  I  recoHect  that  our  commerce  and  navigation 
for  past  years  hath  been  prosperous,  althoi^ 
owing,  perhaps,  less  to  permanent  than  adventi- 
tious causes  i  .to  the  same  causes,  possibly,  which 
now  cMupire  to  oppress  and  aespoil  it,  and 
threaten  its  total  dissolntton.  Was  this  not  the 
ease,  Z  could  have  been  content,  nay,  I  would  have 
preferred  still  further  Ibrbearanee:  but  the  evib 
are  alarming;  something  is  unavoidably  necessary 
to  be  done ;  and,  as  no  geqtleman  proposes  any 
substitute  for  the  ^iresmt  system  contemplated.  1 
&iri  Kwaelf-commUed  to  mUmvot  to  mdke  the 
^eat  of  Ais,  wiut  a  firm  relianee  and  persuasimi 
that  it  Witt  promote  the  peaee  and  prosperity  of 
o«r  country }  for  I  do  not  think  anything  we  snail 
do  will  have  a  tendenejr  to  make  Oreat.  Britain 
]mh  hoetile  or  nwM  fhesidly.  She  has' already 
eonnnocd  us  ihat  we  oannot  expect  anything 
fi«m  iMr  moderation  and  justice;  and  I  hope  we 
shall  have  nothing  further  to  few-fioin  her  force. 
I  hofK  and  believe  this  measure  will  attach  -and 
iaarcaac  lbe  nniiib«r  of  our  friends,  and  diminish 
and  cODftnmd  onreMiaies:  iw  I  eanbvno  means 
siriiBeribe  to  Ike  dootrine,  aiwtaaationia  dhanwccEr 
ia  wbfdly  abstmetad  fraon  all  seMnlion  of  benevo- 
lenee,  ^titude,  humanity— virtnes  that  so  highly, 
adorn  individual  character.  These,  sir,  are  my, 
impressions — the  result  of  a  cautious'  and  even 
anxiotu  investigation,  in  which  I  have  endeavtwed' 
not  to  be  transported  by  either  passion  or  preju- 
dice, but  to  obey  the  calm  dictates  of  my  uoAr-. 
■landing,  wtdk  that 'independence  and  steadiness 
iiririch  Is  indispensable. 

Mr.  Ansa  iKigan  with  remarking  that  die  addi- 
tional duties  were  intended,  he  believed,  to  operate ' 

Snemlly,  and  tiiat  their  operation  would  mil  on' 
e  middling  classes  of  the  people.   But  the  reso-' 
lutions  would  also  affect  our  exports,  and,  in  thisi 
view,  injure  our  cutters  of  timber,  makers  of  pot^' 
a^  and  farmers  in  general  would  feel  their  ope-j 
ration  deeply— all  this  for  the  advantage  of  our. 
dufKiwnets.  If  Ae  resolmions  cannot  now  be 
termed  triflii^,  theOj  indeed,  he  had  mistaken  their 
tme  cfaaraeMr.  In  n  moment  -of  &nger,  when 
oar  eommene  is  n^rly  annihilated,  it  is  trifling 
to  talk  of  regulating  it,  when  we  should  attend  to 
our  defence  only,   when  brought  forward  they 
had  an  alarming  appearance— negotiaticms  were 
pending.   We  shonia  always  say  peace  to  the  last 
extremity;  and,  if  war  threatens,  strain  every 
nnew  to  prepare  for  it   The  resolutions  say  no- 
thing— they  say  worse  than  nothing;  they  are 
built  on  partiality  for  one  nation—they  have 
French  stamped  on  the  very  lace  of  them.   If  we 
feel  that  the  English  have  yijured  us,  let  us  put 
ihe  country  in  a  state  pf  defiesKcj  Uic  resolntions 
3d  CoH^lS 
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can  do  nothing  tewaids  this.  It  is  folly  to  think 
of  regulating  n  commerce  that  calls  first  for  pr^ 
teetifwit  and  to  encourage  the  inoreaw  aaTigai- 
tion  when  what  shipping  we  have  is  in  ieoMidy* 
At  this  stage,  the  Committee  rose  aqd  had  leave 
to  sit  again. 

CLEARING  THE  GALLERIES. 

HcMlved,  Thai  it  be  a  Standing  Rule  and  Ordar 
of  this  House,  in  case  of  any  disturbance  or  dis- 
orderly conduct  in  the  Gallery  or  Lobby,  that  the 
SpEAKEa  (or  Chairman  of  Uw  Committjee  of  the 
Whole  House)  shall  have  power  to  order  the  aaq^ 
to  be  cleared- 

MoMOAT,  lAaTeh  17. 
The  memorial  of  Benjamin  Bankson,  a  cl«k 
in  the  Department  of  State,  and  Fhilip  Audebert, 
a  clerk  in  the  Department  of  War,  was  presented 
to  the  House  dod  read^  praying  t^t  they  may  re- 
ceive such  compensation,  m  addition  to  the  «ala« 
ries  allowed  them  by  law,  as  may  be  (teemed 
equitable  and  proper  to  reimburse  theiu  for  c^xlra- 
ordinary  expenses  incurred  while  they  ciL>atmucd, 
at  the  hazard  of  their  lives,  in  the  disi^hargc  of 
their  official  duties,  during  the  late  calamity  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia.  Also,  the  petition  of 
Joseph  Parker  and  mDjamin  Bett^rton,  clerk?  in 
the  oflfice  of  the  Accountant  to  the  Wai  Depart- 
ment, to  the  same  effect  Also,  a  petUtDn  of  ^p^nps 
Bingham  and  others,  gaugers  foe  xbt:.  dbttit^fff 
New  York,  stating  the  insufficiracy  of  the  leea 
and  other  emoluments  allowed  them  bv  law,  and 

S raying  that  the  same  may  be  increased,  and  ron- 
ered  more  adequate  to  their  services. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  tp 
Mr-  FiNot^T,  Mr.  Swir^  Mr.  Van  Allen,  n&. 
CADWJa.AnBR,  and  Mr.  Chrmtie,;  tiiat  they  do 
examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  sam^ 
with  their  (pinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Michael  Trappal,  of  Newark,  W 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  that  an  additional  duty' 
may  be  unposed  on  the  importation  of  hosiery 
from  foreign  countries  or  such  other  encourage- 
ment given  to  the  establishment  of  stocking  ma- 
nufactories within  the  United  States  as  to  the 
wisdom  of  Congress  shall  seem  meet. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  do  Ue  on  the 
table. 

The  Speueb  lud  before  the  House  a  Leitn 
from  the  Secreury  of  War,  accompanying  hi* 
reports  on  sundry  petitions;  which  were  reap,and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  rassed  the  bill  mtitied  "An 
act  to  provide  tor  the  defence  of  certain  ports  and 
harbors  in  the  United  States,"  with  several  amend- 
ments; to  which  they  desixe  the  cDUCUirence  of 
this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments  J  and,  the  same  being  read,  wer« 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitied  "An  act 
allpwi&g  to  Major  General  I«alayetie  his  pay  and 
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emoluments  while  in  the  serrice  of  the  United : 
States,"  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  8puub  laid  before  the  House  a  Report 
fraoL  the  Seerettrr  of  the  Treasury  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Riehud  Wade  and  others,  pilots  of  Ocrar 
cock  bar,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CoiT,  from  the  committee  appoiated  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  fixing  baoys  on  cer- 
tain rocks  lying  off  the  harbor  of  New  London,  in 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  in  Providence  riTer, 
in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  made  a  report; 
friucfa  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
erecting  and  repairing  of  magazines  and  arsenals, 
ud  for  otherpurposes ;  and,  after  stmietime  spent 
tikerein,  the  Cnairman  reported  that  the  Commit- 
tee had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and 
made  several  amendments  thereto:  which  were 
severaUj  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordavd,  That  the  said  nill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Watts,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were 
referred  the  memorials  and  petitions  of  the  manu- 
ftcturers  of  paint,  in  the  towns  of  Baltimore  and 
Alexandria  I  of  ue  dealers  in  oil  and  rainters* 
colors ;  of  Thomas  Pearsall  and  Elijah  Pell ;  of 
Thomas  Perkins  &,  Co. ;  of  Samuel  Swann :  of 
Thomas  F.  Walley  and  others;  of  McClellan, 
McGregor  &■  Co.;  of  John  Amelung  and  others; 
of  Josiah  O.  Pierson;  of  the  manufacturers  of 
hats  in  the  States  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  and  Virginia ;  and  of  Bradley  Mix, 
made  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on.  the  table. 

A  message  fnun  the  Seimte  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  paued  the  bill  oktitled  An 
-act  making  Airther  provision  for  the  expenses  at- 
tending the  inteteoorse  of  the  United  States  with 
"foreign  nations  and  further  to  continue  in  force 
the  act  entitled  'An  act  providing  the  means  of 
Intercoune  between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
tutions,"  with  an  amendment;  to  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendment;  and,  the  same  being  read,  was 
agreed  to. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and, 
after  some  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
.  tlut  the  Committee  had  had  the  state  of  the  Union 
onder  consideration,  but  come  to  no  resolution 
thereupon. 

Tdhdat,  Blarch  18. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  the  erecting 
ud  repairing  of  arsenals  and  magazines,  and  for 
other  purposes,  was  read  the  third  time  and  paiised. 

A  memorial  of  Levi  Hollingsworth  and  others, 
proprietors  o(  iron  works  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  pmy- 
ing  that  the  present  duty  imposed  by  law  on  the 
Importation  of  bar  and  cast  iron,  front  foreign 
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countries,  may  be  ccmtinned,  or  such  encourue- 
ment  given  to  the  ereetuw  and  improTiiw  ru^ 
naces  and  fo^es  for  manoractnring  me  said  arti- 
cle within  the  United  States  as  to  the  wisdom  of 
Congress  shall  seem  meet.  Ordered  to  lie. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Ile»olved,  by  ihe  Senate  and  Bou$e  <if  Aeprt* 
setUativetc^the  Vniied  State*^  America  m  Con- 
rre*$  as»embied,  That  the  Pbesidbnt  op  tbs 
United  States  be  authorized  to  employ,  as  de- 
spatch boats,  such  of  the  revenue  cutters  of  the 
United  States  as  the  public  exigencies  may  re- 
quire. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  canj 
the  said  resolution  to  tlm  Senate,  and  deure  that 
concurrence. 

The  following  Message  vras  received  ftom  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
GaUkmen  of  the  Serutfe,  and 

of  the  Houae  of  RtpreaetUative* 

The  Minister  Plenipofeatisiy  <tf  Frencfa  Bqpobfc 
having  mquMted  an  advance  of  money,  I  tnuBDut  to 
Omgveii  certain  doauMatoreUtrni  to  that  Mtnoet. 

G.WASHINOTOir. 

UvxTSD  Statis,  Marth  18, 1794. 

The  'said  Message  and  pwers  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  Mr.  William  8]irr&  i 
Mr.  Ames,  Mr.  Hillhodsb,  Mr.  Vbhable,  ana 

Mr.  SBEaBDSHB. 

The  House  resolTcd  itsdf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Howe  <m  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chatrman  re- 
ported that  the  Conmittee  had  had  the  state  of 
the  Union  under  couideiatioB,  hot  come  to  no 
resolntioQ  thereupon. 

Wednesday,  March  19. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and  what,  alteratirais  are 
necessary  to  be  made  in  the  act  entitled  "  An  act 
to  enaUe  the  oflfieers  and  sddiers  of  the  Tiisinia 
Line,  on  Continental  EstaMishment,  to  oCtein  \ 
titles  to  certain  lands  Iving  Ncnrthwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  between  the  Litne  Miami  and  Sciota  f*  and 
diat  Mr.  Hbatb,  Mr.  Neville,  and  Mr.  Ona,  be  , 
the  said  committee. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoose 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  "Aa  | 
act  to  provide  a  Naval  Annamoit,"  with  several 
amendments;  to  which  they  derire  the  concar- 
rence  of  thb  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments;  and,  the  same  being  read,  were 
agreed  to. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  | 
the  Whole  House  on  the  stale  of  the  Union ;  and,  : 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  state  of 
the  Union  under  consideration,  but  come  to  no 
resolution  thereupon. 


Trorsdat,  March  20. 
A  memorial  of  Lewis  Garanger,  in  behalf  oi 
himself  and  his  brother,  Charles  Garanger,  wai 
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a     imiettted  to  tbe  House  and  read,  praymff  the  aid 
[;■'    nd  introB^  of  Couress  in  the  eom^tioa  of 
lit    oartaia  experiments  of  the  memoriaUBts,  for  the 
it    establishment  of  military  maou&ctories,  for  im- 
prorements  in  the  arms  akeady  used,  and  for  tbe 
adoption  of  such  others  as  may  be  neMssary  for 
t    the  serrice  of  the  United  States. 
)'       Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
loHr.  Habtlbt,  Mr.  Dayton,  and  Mr.  S&hubl 
t    a^iTH ;  that  they  do  exunme  the  matter  thereof, 
c    Bad  tvpoit  the  same,  with  thd»  opinum  thereupon, 
f    to  the  House. 

The  Ifoose  jvoceeded  t»  eoBuder  the  report  of 
a  the  conunittM  to  whom  were  referred  tbe  peti- 
tions of  the  derka  in  aavenl  of  the  Executive 
Departmeikts  of  GorerniDent,  which  lay  on  the 
taue:  Whereupon,  the  latter  part  (tf  the  said 
report  being  reu,  in  the  words  fukrwing,  to  wit : 
**  That  the  prayer  of  th«  petitioB  Ot  George  Ti^lor  is 
naaenaMe,  aiid  tluit,     a  rartber  eompeiisation  for  the 

dlitiea  of  lam  olBee,  he  ouf  ht  to  be  allowed  doUan 

'  for  each  patent  for  UaeAU  Arts,  Ae^  inuing  from  the 
Department  of  State,  out  of  tbe  foea  paid  for  rach  pa- 
tent:  iVomierf,  That  dke  whole  trfmcb  allowanee  diall 
aoC  ecceed— d<dlan  annorih^'* 

"  That  the  prayer  of  tbe  peCitioa  of  Andrew  Orajdon 
wiBMOiaHe,  and  that  hk  t^aiy  oo^fht  to  be  made  dxe 
I    HoiM  with  that  alkrwed  to  other  ddefdeAa:" 

>-  was^n  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

s       Ordered,  That  such  other  parts  of  the  said  re- 
port as  relate  to  the  petitions  of  the  other  clerks 
i    m  the  Treuiiury  and  War  Departments  and  in  the 
'   Loan  Office  of  Uie  State  of  New  York,  be  recom- 
mitted to  Mr.  FiNHLiv,  Mr.  Swirz,  Mr.  Van 
ALL.EN,  Mr.  CADWAt^DER,  apd  Mr.  Chribtu. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  fixing  buoys  on  certain  rocks  lying  off 
*     the  harbor  of  New  London,  In.  the  Sute  of  Con- 
'*    neeticuL  and  in  Providence  liver,  In  tbe  State  of 
^    Rhode  Island:  Whereupon, 
^'      Jteeolved,  That  the  Secretary     the  Treasury 
^   be  authorized  and  directed  to  cause  to  be  fixed  on 
>-    die  racks  called  Blackledge,  or  Southwest  Ledge, 
i '   Goshen  Reef,  Bartlet's  Reef,  and  Race  Rock,  off 
the  harbor  of  New  London,  u  the  Sute  of  Con- 
necticat,  four,buoyB.at  an  expense  not  to  exceed 
twelre  hundred  doluus ;  and  to  fix  Imoys  in  Pro- 
ridenee  river,  not  exceeding  ten  in  niunb^,  in 
x"-  such  places  as  he  may  judge  most  expedient,  and 
at  an  expense  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

0 '      Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brou^t  in  pur- 
i*  soant  to  the  said  resolution;  and* that  Mr.  Coit, 
Ur.  Bbiuahin  Boobiib,  and  Mr.  Cobb,  do  prepare 
li^   tad  bring  in  the  same. 

1^  The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  o£ 
^  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ste- 
a*  |iheiL  Parang ue }  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
I  •  la,  the  Chairman  rroorted  that  the  Committee 
ikad  had  ^  aaid  bfll  under  eomideraiion,  and 
made  no  ameaAnant  thereta 

Ordered,  That  the  said  hill  be  engrossed,  and 
tcad  the  third  time  to-monow. 

Ordered,  That  a  eonmittae  be  appointed  to 
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prepare  and  bring  in  a  biU  or  bills  to  encomxpe 
the  recruiting  service ;  and  that  Mr.  Ibvihb,  mt. 
Cobb,  and  Mr.  Sahdbl  Shith,  be  the  aaid  com- 
mittee. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and, 
alter  some  time  spent  thernn,  the  Committee  looe 
and  reported  pngreBk. 

A  measage  uom  the  SeaataiBfiNrnwd  the  Honae 
that  the  Senate  have  oassed  a  bill  entitled  "An 
aet  fat  the  itmiHion  of  ^  datiea  on  eutatn  di«- 
tiiled  fl«rit»  destroyed  by  firef  to  which  they 
deaive  the  coMnitflneeof  this  Honae. 


Fbiday,  March  21. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  Ae  relief  of  Stephen  Vm- 
raaqne  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  petition  of  Jonathan  Jenkinsi,  of  Mim  eoniuy 
of  Nantucket,  in  the  State  of  Maaeachusetts,  was 
presented  to  uie  House  and  read,  praying  a  repnil 
of  certain  letters  patent  granted  to  Benjamin  Fol- 
ger,  of  the  city;  of  Hudson,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  as  the  original  discoverer  «f  Ae  art  cf  sepa* 
rating  &e  gross  mattnr  centaimd  in  common 
wh^  oil,  ud  afteiirards  render^  soeh  groas 
matter  it  for  ean^ea;  whudi  letters  patoit  urn 
beoi  obtained  by  ^  «id  Benjamin  Folger 
reptitiously,  and  isom  &lse  si^cgeBlions. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  lefonred 
to  Mr.  Cornn,.  Bfr.  HAltbn,  and  Mr.  Mukkat  ; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof^  and  re- 
port tbe  same,  with  their-  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
for  die  xemisBiiai  of  the  duties  oa.  eertun  dietiUed 
spirits  destroyed  by  fire,"  was  read  twice  and 
coaamitted. 

Bfr,  CoiT,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  provide  for  jrfaeinf  uioys  on  cer- 
tain rocks  off  the  harbor  of  New  Londni,  and  in 
Providence  river ;.whiQh  vaa  read  twice,  and 
oommined. 

Ordered,  That  a  eonimittee  be  a&poiiUnl  to 
menare  and  IviDg  in  a  orUUs  for  the  relief  of 
Robert  Kiivi  and  that  Mr.KAnLiT,liSrkTnA(FO»- 
BB,  and  Mr.  CABVALAimt,  be  the  aaid  committee. 

Hie  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  tbe  Seut^ 
entitled  "  An  act  allowing  to  Idajor  Cteneral  La- 
FATBTTB  his  pttv  and  emoluments  while  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States;"  and,  after  seme 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  thM. 
the  Committee  bad  had  the  said  bill  under  con- 
sideration, and  made  no  amendment  thereto.  The 
said  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  msaed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  iaformed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  "An 
aet  to  provide  for  tbe  erecti^  and  repairing  of 
axseoals  and  magaxinea,  and  for  other  porposu^ 
wiA  aerenl  mnendnaentsj  to  whieh  uey  deaiM 
die  oononrrflDce  <rfthiB  House. 

The  HoMe  proceeded  to  coaaidw  the  nod 
amendmeaitft  Whereupra,  the  first  amenAnent 
beUig  read/in  the  words  foUowmg^  to  ivit:  Sec- 
tion 1,  strike  out  the  words  «  StatM  8onth«f  the 
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SetoivetL  Tbat  tUa  Hoaae  d«th  iisagree  to  the 
said  amenament. 

AtaiMd,  That  a  eonfmaee  be  denied  with 
tke  Senate  on  the  svbiechniUter  ef  all  the  amead- 
SMnta  pnoosed  to  the  said  biU }  and  that  Iftr. 
HABTLET,Mr.  Ibvinb,  and.BAi.DaABnoaii,  he-w- 
{Ktinted  manaoen  at  tke-  aaid  ««nfenBee  ai  the 
put  of  thisItoyBc 

Ur.  BenoiNOT,  ftom  the  cotmnittee  i^ipointed 
Jta  refKirt  whether  anyj  and  what,  ^teratunis  or 
amendments  aae,  in  their  opinion,  neoeamry  to  the 
act  entitled  "  An  act  to  teffulate  the  claims  to  In- 
Talid  Pensions,"  made  «  report}  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
-tite  Whole  House  on  lioiHlay  next 

The  Houae  natdaed  itaalf  ittto  a  rTtmmiatnr  of 
Ihe  WMe  Howe  en  the  iMe  of  the  Union  j  mod, 
•Aer  ttme  tina  nieat  ilwreia,  die  Chaiianon  re- 
Borled  that  the  Ooatwaittaa  had  had  the>M«eof 
the  Union  andcr  oeaiidentfeii,  tet  aome^lo  ao 
jnaolatton  thfreoqpcn> 

Ohiferarf,  That  iha  Cemmattee  of  the  Whole 
Hiauae.  to  whom  was  ctnamitted  the  bill  to  csta- 
Uiah  me  Poet  Offiee  and  Port  Roads  within  the 
United  States,  be  diseha^ed  from  the  firther 
eoBsideniticu  of  the  same ;  aad  that  the-  said  hill 
be  recommiUed  to  Mr.  Sbdotiok,  Mr.  Tuot, 
JAt.  QLmm,  Mr.  Clabk,  Mr.  FiTzsiMONe,  Mr. 
:  DcxT,  Mr.  WALUB,-ME.MoI>owKU.,Mr.HinrTBa, 
And  Mi.  DBiJBBoaH. 


Hon  DAT,  Mwch  94. 

John  Pbuom  Bluumi,  horn  Marvland,  an>aar- 

■  ad,  prodnced  his  endentnb,  and  teak  hu  seat. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  plaoinr  bwoys 
on  cecttin  roeka  «ff  the  haibor  of  New  Ltrndoo, 
ud  wProvidenes-rhrer,  was  read  the  third  time 

A  aamoxial  of  sandry  iuhabitantB  of  die  town 
of  Salem,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  was  jpre- 
aenlcd  to  the  Hooseand  read,  pacing  that  Oon- 
ffresB  wdl  adopt  saeh  mcasaees  as,  in  their  wis- 
iom,  may  be  deened  the  most  espedient  aad  ef- 
festual  to  obtain  redress  for  the  vexatiew  and 
Hteliations  committed  on  the  commerce  of  the 
Uttttad  Biaaeehy  the  sobiectB  of  Oteat  BHtain. 
andcf  the  auAgmty  of  that  CtoTemntent,  as  wvlf 
by  the  aafajeets  mad  oitinow  of  other  foreign 
oooatries.  Alao,  a  menuifial  of  auadry  eitiaeas  of 
tiw  Slate  of  Sootth  Cacolna,  to  the  aame  effect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  mworiala  ha  reCbrred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Heose  oo  the 
alaae  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Coaa,  froaa  the  eomtnittee  ^)p(»Bled  to 
T^iprt  w4ener  any,  and  what,  altentions  are,  in 
thair  «|^nioa,  neeaasary  to  the  act  entitled  "  An 
act  aaore  effeotnally  to  provide  for  the  natieul 
deft«ce,by  est^Ushmganimifann  militia  throogh- 
out  the  United  States,**  made  a  sanottj  wUeh 
was  read,  and  oardered  to  he  on  ifae  -taUe. 

The  Hgosc  reeolved  itsfif  into  a  Oammitteo  of 
the  Whde  ITi— h  on  theetala  of  the'Uniflo;  and, 
■Aet  aaaaa  time  spent  thaaein,  tkm  Chaiman  ae- 


ported  that  die  Cemaittee  had  had  the  sisleef 
the  Union  onder  oonttdention,  and  eamett  KM- 
solution  therettp<w  ;  which  was  twieo  resd,  mil 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUows: 

Haahedy  That  measuroi  ought  to  be  imaidi' 
ately  taken  to.  tender  the  force  of  the  Uaikd 
States  more  efficient. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  res<^tion  be  eonmit- 
ted  to  Mr.  Suowick,  Mr.  DEAaaoaa,  Mi.  Jeu- 
MiAB  WAj>aToni«,  Mr.i>ATT(Hi,  Bdr.  laitiin,  lb- 
Mr.  MBBcan,  Mr.  PARxaa,  Bdr.Loco,  and  Us. 

PiCEENB. 

A-motica  being  auide  and  seconded  that  die 
House  do  eome  to  the  foUoving  resolution!: 

'^Retohed,  Unt  aspect         of  ndlitis  be  eniaM 
in  the  Uniled  Statu;  thrt  all  fieeoMH  c^dUe 
faig anas, from  ths  ageof    '    ta  i  ■  , csaqposet* 
leot  militiai  mi  that  Ihiy  be  nmed  and  aosatfnd  a 
tfw  ssaiBBat  eraana^ 

••lEeMiM  ^M  tfaa  amal  eia»w  ibaUafiMtik 
Ml«a  militia,  ■fnnnsiil,  eiHtsrwl  .of  tl».aii>a>B«f  ** 
jwlitia  new  wmwwsieiwij,  nr  aa^  edwr  pi— w  ■ 
thoy  laaj  thtalr  jfittpcj 

*<£caoM  IWihe  said  Mfect  nilili*  UcalMti- 
gether  u  often  u  may  jb»dii»ated  bytba  LifWitmi 
ef  the  MWal  Stat«B,Bet  sKoeedinff-*-^da^««Bt 
jmr;  and.  fi>rth«tim«tfaa?««4».caUsd«Biblb«44 
receire  thaasns  lav-wwl  nlMH  af  th*  mmdm 
United  States. 

"  Reaohed,  That,  in  case  of  mvanon  tnr  iosanMaoD, 
the  Ptendent  of  die  Vnited  States  shsll  him  tbe  pow 
to  caU  into  actual  senrioe  sndi  poitiMl  or  portknuoftke 
■dect  milhia  as  be  deemed  neeesssiy  fcrfts— ' 
men  defence. 

"  XttoM,  That  no  edect  mmrifmnin  ahcB  be  oln 
into  aotoal  semee  bt  more  Ihm  one  yesr 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  be  eoviaiflM^ 
the  committee  last  appointed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  ci 
the  Whole  House  on  the  biU  tianxfeninft^fi 
limited  time,  the  jurisdietian  of  suits  and  fiH^ce 
from  the  District  to  the  Circuit  Court  tf  Nev 
Hampshire,  and  assigning  certain  dntics  in  retpMj 
to  ioTalid  pensions  to  me  Attorney  of  the  sui 
District ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  m 
Chairman  r^rted  that  die  Committee  had  m 
the  said  Mil  tmder  consideration,  and  made  ft> 
amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Irvine,  from  the  committee  app(flnted,p«^ 
sented  a  bill  to  encourage  the  recruiting  semce; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 


TiiMn4v,A|aieha6. 

An  engrosaed  bU  tnustfbrtiiif.  ^  a  liiu<^ 
time,  the  jurisdiction  of  suits  and  ollhaeet 
the  Distiiet  to  the  Cireoit  Court  of  New  Hainr 
shire,  and  asstguino  oertain  doties  in  lemet  to  r 
valid  peoaons,  to  tbe  Attoraey  of  the  aaid  JX^j^ 
was  read  the  laird  time,  and  passed. 

A  aaemorid  of  sundry  mepchants  in  the  toW 
of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  in  the  State  of  vu" 
gania,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  ww 
IHresented  to  the  House  and  read,  ptaying  en 
aaiuiai  of  the  term  of  aaadit  allowed  by  lav  w 
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tbe  pmaent  of  ttie  duties  tmpoMd  on  srtitfles  the 
^wth  or  manoftctare  of  the  West  India  Islands, 
imported  into  the  United  States. 

Ordendj  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  to  report  whether  an^r, 
watd  what,  alterations  or  amendments  are,  in  their 
<9imoQ,  necessany  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
reflate  the  c<rilection  of  the  duties  iuposed  hy 
iaw  on  goois,  wares,  and  merriiandise,  miported 
into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships 
or  vcRiels;"  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  Ae  same,  with  their  opinion  there- 
apoD,  to  the  House. 

Ordendj  That  ^  petitions  of  Thomas  Gar- 
def  and  othws,  flfdiermeD,  em^yed  io  fish- 
isa  trade  in  the  «nm  of  Matrbleh^ul,  in  Ae  State 
a  Bfossaehosetts;  and  of  WilKam  Knuht  and 
<ithen,  owners  of  fishing  vessels,  employra  in  ^e 
3ud  town  of  Marblehead,  which  lay  on  the  taUe, 
be  referred  to  Mr.  Ltham,  Mr.  WiHOjm,  and 
ICr.  HoLTBN that  they  do  examine  tibe  natter 
Acreof^  and  import  the  satti^  widi  their  opmion 
thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  IbHowing  Message  was  receiTed  from  the 
Pkbgudkut  op  tb«  Uihtbd  Stiltbs  : 

iiftheBotmafReprttatHMMt: 
The  two  Leiten  which  I  now  finward  to  CongreM, 
mn  written  Irf  ■  Coiunl  of  the  United  StatM,  tnd  con- 
labi  infanDatton  which  wiB  prrtuMy  be  dura^t  to  re- 
fonwaoan  pMuaniy  pnTMoa* 

WASHlKaTOir. 

Tha  said  Message  and  pc^wrs  were  read,  and 
otdeied  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Lab^  &Ir.  Kittbra, 
and  Mr.  Pam;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
ihoyo^  and  repwt  the  same,  with  their  of/iioa/M 
thareaiKiB)  to  the  House. 

A  naenge  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Boiue, 
tfattt  tl|e  Senate  bare  agned  to  the  eonfeRiiea  de- 
«ir*d  by  tlua  Hoose,  on  Uke  sabjeet^nattez  of  the 
iiftndeeeatB  depenoinff  between  the  two  Homes 
tptin  hiU,«atitted  *<An  act  to  provide  fi»  the 
enetiag  and  x^auiag  of  arsenals,  and  magazines, 
aad  fix  o^ee  ptvpoeeB  f  wA  have  appointed  ma- 
nagers at  the  said  enUerence  on  thetr  part.  The 
Senate  hare  also  passed  a  hill,  entitled  ^  Aa  act  to 
aBthorixe  the  PaasiDBNT  op  tbb  Unites  Statss, 
io  certain  cases,  to  alter  the  place  for  holding  a 
tesaion  of  Conp-ess." 

On  a  motion  made  «od  seconded,  that  the  House 
do  come  t«  the  following  resolution : 

itooM;  Tk^  pnvriMMi  b»  laaib  I?  kw  to  pw 
Ubit,  6*  a  term  not  CMcafiof  —  dM  ^  mda&OB 
IMtod  8tatM  t»  tfatAmMfcw  TeratMiM  or  d»- 
laMMieie*  of  Hiy  Bwnpeeii  nation. 

•*Ta  protHUt,  fcr  a  lika  tsnn,  the  anMrtatioa  of  all 
nttdsa,  the  growth  or  ftoimt  of  ths  West  ladiem,  out 
«f  the  United  Stalsa;  and  to  pnnido  that  no  ship  or 
Teaael  be  cleared  out  from  any  port  or  diatnot  wif^  the 
Uiiit«d  States,  tUI  bonds,  with  suffidont  sare^,  be  giren 
to  the  proper  officer  of  As  Coatom^  in  a  sum  equal  to 
tile  whole  value  of  ttie  cargo  on  board  rach  ship  Or  vet- 
«el,  eondititHied  tiiat  the  same  diall  not  be  landed  at 
aiqrttf  the  flaoae  pnAftilvd  bylaw;  and  thafosrtlfl- 


caM  of  Ae  hndbiff  ai  eoHw  eflMf-place  be  pMlttM*  hi 

a  given  time. 

"That  tto  rrerideat of  lha United SlatM  be  aatfaer- 
iiad  to  to  ti*«  off  said  pnUbitan^  if  4ke  Lagid^ 
ture  shall  not  be  m  aeaataat  aad  that  h«  be  fivther  aOf 
thoiiaMl,  at  amy  time  daring,  their  next  reoeaa*  to  an. 
embargo  on  the  sh^  or  veascla  (rf  the  United  Stalai^i 
or  on  anv  foreign  amps  or  veaaela  in  the  ports  ot  hai^ 
bwa  of  the  United  States,  or  both;  and  tapi^iibit  the 
exp— tation  of  any  of  the  prodnetaof  the  United  States 
or  of  any  oUier  goods,  wares,  or  merdiandiae,  to  awn 
Kingdom  or  Country  aa  he  m«y  judge  neceaaaiy:  Pro- 
vided, Tliat  such  embargo  ahall  not  continue  for  a  bog- 
or  term  than  at  any  one  time." 

Ordend,  Thatthe,said  reaolntum  becoaimifr* 
ted  to  a  Ccynmittae    the  Wiu^  House  uamed** 

atety. 

'fne  Housef  aoooTdingly  leaolrcd  itself  into  a. 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  sai^  teto^ 
lution;  and,  ailer  some  time  spent  thsreixL  tJio 
Ghairm«i  reported  that  the  Committee  baa  had 
the  said.  resoHUion  aader  oaosidsration,  and  made 
an  ameadmeot  thereto;  «4ueh  was  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

And  then  the  said  Eesolutimi,  being  further 
amended  at  the  Clerk's  tablet  wa&,oa  the  anestioa 
put  thereapoB,  agreed  to  by  the  Houe,  as  lolknm 

"Resohed,  bv  the  Senate  and  Jffoiue  cf  Itomtent^ 
aUvea  ef  tke  Gtiitei  State*  of  Amerkg  in  CangHaa 
ataemiied,  That  aa  embargo  oe  lak)  en  all  afaipi  inA 
vwaak  in  tko  porta  at  the  United  AtalaM  beund  w  aay 
ibnigapMtor  plage,  fcrthe  temef  iiity  days,  aMath& 
na  shiafanaaB  ne  faniiAad  dmnnfttial  mae  leettr  Alp 
or  veaad  bernid  to  aoeh  ^eigM-pert  v  j^eee,  eaMB* 
Bhips  or  vessels  under  the  immemat*  dtraetiMa  of  Ina 
nrawlaat  (rf the  United  Stalest  aad  that  the  FlMsdsnt 
of  the  United  States  be  anthorissd  to  give  aoeh  inrtna* 
tions  to  the  Revanae  Officen  ^  the  United  etlates»«« 
shall  appear  beat  ndafttd  te  cwiying  the  aiid  niobiF 
tion  into  full  efieeb" 

Ordendj  That  the  Gleik  of^  Kevse  de  e«B^ 
rr  the  nid  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  deshw 
their  aeaenrenee. 

Betolved,  That  a  ooeMttiltM  be  afpoiated  t« 
examine  and  report  a  state  of  fiicta^  with  Aete' 
opiaiim  themipon,  lelatiTe  to  a  wtdement  skiNhi 
by  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  for  certcia  dahnv 
againvt  the  United  S«a«es.aad  paM  byh«r  toindi- 
dnab  of  that  State,  which  it  m  ntteeccd  1M«M 
hare  been  aUawed  under  the  act  of  thelWfiy*' 
seventh  of  March,  em  thousand  seren  hMttdied 
and  ainflty-4w»,  eaUtM  "  AnaatprovidiagfbrA* 
svtUement  «f  the  chtims  of  peraeas  nnder  parliett- 
lar  eifcamstanees,  hamd  br  the  Irmitarikm  faete^ 
tolbre  eetabtished,'*  if  they  had  been  presented  hf 
the  individuals  thiMMHtres. 

Ordered,  That  Mn<-  HiuaoaM,  BEoomy 
and  Mr.  lBTiNB|>hftin>aepil«jiMfek  pursuant  to  the 
said  resolntion. 

Wbdmumt,  Maeefa  aS. 

The  bill  sent  iVom  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
ID  authorize  the  pRBsinENT  or  the  Umitgd 
STAzaSfin  certain  cases,  to  alter  the  place  of  hold- 
ing a  session  of  Congress,**  was  ftu  tirice,  ahd 
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cnttmiOed  to  a  Covmittee  of  the  Whole  Houm 
immediately. 
■  The  Heru*e  resolTed  itadf  ioto  the  said  Commits 
lee;  ud,  after  some  time  spent  tfaereiii.  the  Chair- 
mui  romtcd  that  the  0(«i»iUee  had  had  fhe  said 
Mil  nnMr  eonridMmtion,  and  made  no  amendiMBt 
IhriretD.  The  said  bill  was  then  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  MB  to  establish  tbe  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  within  die  United  States,  report- 
ed an  amendatory  bill;  iriuch  was  twice  read, 
and  committed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
Aat  tbe  Senate  hare  agreed  to  the  resolutitn  of 
this  House  for  laying  an  emba»o  on  all  ships  or 
Tessels  in  the  ports  of  the  Unitea  States,  boimd  to 
any  foreign  port  or  place,  for  the  term  of  thirty 
days,  with  an  amendment;  to  which  they  denre 
die  cmeorrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ment, and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

A  message  from  Uie  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  wssed  the  Ull,  entitled  "An 
act  limitittg  die  time  tot  presenting  claims  for  de- 
stroyed certificates  of  certain  description&''  with 
sevml  amendments ;  to  which  they  dedre  the 
eoneuneoce  of  this  House. 

Tbe  House  lesolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  certain  al- 
terati<HM  in  the  act  for  establishing  the  Judicial 
Govts  of  the  United  States,  and  ahenng  the  time 
and  tiace  at  holding  certam  Courts  j  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  row  and 
reported  prMrress. 

-  Mr.  Les,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
fcrred  tbe  Messajge  from  the  pRssiDEifT  of  the 
UHrriD  States,  of  tbe  twenty-fifth  instant,  en- 
^ilosiu;  two  Letters  from  Fulwar  Skipwitb,  Con- 
mi  oTthe  United  States  at  Martinique,  made  a 
>2^t  vhich  was  lead,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

Ordered,  Thai  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
hcidg  in  a  bill  for  cmtinuii^  and  regottting  em- 
tufoes  in  the  United  Stat^and  that  Mr.  Du- 
nB,  Mr.  HdbraTi  and  Mr.  Ooodidi,  be  the  said 
eonunittee. 

.  Mr.  HuTH,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
teyiire  Aether  any,  and  what,  alterations  or 
mmokdments  are,  in  their  opinion,  necessary  to  the 
act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  enable  the  officers  and 
aoldlers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on  Continental  Esta- 
blishment, to  obtain  titles  to  certain  lands  lying 
Northwest  ol  the  river  Ohio,  between  the  Little 
MiMni  and  Sciota,**  made  a  report ;  which  was 
nad,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tw  of  ^  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

PUBLIC  CREDIT. 
Beaolved,  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  fif- 
teen members  be  appdhlf  ed  to  inquire  whether 
any,  or  what,  .further  or  other  rercnues  are  neces- 
sary for  the  support  of  public  credit  i  and  if  further 
revenaes  are  necessary,  to  report  the  ways  and 
dteans: 

;  And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  Wiu 


LiAH  Smith,  Mr.  Bshjamui,  Bodrhb,  Mr.  Gaovi^ 
Mr.  Orb,  Mr.  Maoibon,  Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Cbbib- 
TIE,  Mr.  FiTzaiHOKs,  Mr.  Boodinot,  Mr.  Wattb, 
lAu  Tkact,  Mr.  Israel  Smitb,  Mr.  Ames,  Mr. 
GiLMAH.  and  Mr.  Latiher. 

[In  the  debate  on  the  above  resoIutioiL  Mr. 
Paob  objected  -  to  such  application,  as  Uiig 
m^re  exceptionable  than  even  a  direct  call  on  the 
Secretary  for  a  report  oo  Uie  Ways  and  Means, 
according  to  a  former  pmctice  of  the  House;  for. 
although  he  looked  upon  such  application  (ana 
more  Uian  once  had  told  the  House  so)  as  oncoih 
stitutional — being  in  fact  a  call  on  the  Elzecutire 
to  originate  a  subject  which  the  Constitution  for- 
bids even  the  Senate  to  originate — and  viewed  ii 
as  an  abandonment  of  the  trust  reposed  io  thai 
House  by  tlie  Constitution ;  and  as  establishing  i 
dangerous  precedent,  which  might,  in  time,  ren- 
der the  very  existence  of  that  House  unnecessuyi 
since  it  might  appear,  that  an  officer  appuioted  by 
the  President,  with  the  consent  of  tae  Senate, 
and  removable  hy  the  Pbbsideiit  alcme,  had  done 
all  the  essential  hnsiness  of  the  House  rfRwt- 
sentatives  j  notwithstandiof  I  view  such  app&t* 
tion  to  the  Secretary  in  this  light,  said  he,  1 M 
rather  it  should  be  made  by  the  House  than  hj  t 
committee  directed  to  receive  it ;  for,  if  the  Sew- 
tary's  Report  be  laid  before  this  House  in  the  firrt 
instance,  it  may  be  supposed  to  me^  with  thit 
unbiassed  examination,  which  gentlemeo  tell  w 
this  House  is  capable  of  giving  it  j  but  if  it  ij<  to 
be  ushered  in,  with  the  solemnity  of  such  a  le- 
speetable  introiduetion  as  that  which  a  committee 
of  fifteen  members  must  give  it;  and  is  also  to  be 
supported  by  the  vote  and  recommendation  of  thit 
committee,  which,  too,  from  the  Paifiament^ 
usage  of  opponents  of  the  committees,  ought  to  be 
composed  of  members  who  bad  moved  fois  aad  WP" 
ported  the  motion  for  calling  on  tbe  ^eo*^ 
for  his  opinion,  (and  members  bare  already  de- 
clared, that  they  look  upon  him  as  the  only 
son  qualified  to  direct  their  judgment  in  a  <fl^ 
tion  concerning  finance,)  it  must  be  evident  tbst 
every  objection  vriiich  has  ever  been  made  u> 
ceivmg  such  reports  from  the  Secretory  the 
Treasury  mnst  be  douUy  increased,  if  « '"'J 
found  it  extremely  difficult  to  ^t  rid  of  some  « 
his  ways  and  means,  when  unaided  by  a  comort* 
tee.  much  more  difficulty  should  we  have  toen- 
coonter,  if  it  should  be  necessary  to  attack  thp* 
plans  when  aided  by  their  powerfii)  support  i 
wish  to  leave  our  committee  to  the  ew*'*  *  i 
their  own  unbiassed  judgments;  and  tnw^^***'  , 
should  want  information,  they  will  know        "  i 
apply  for  it  c  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  SocI^  I 
niry  of  the  TrcBsury  will  f^ish  such  av  they  iBV  : 

think  fnpvr  to  ask  for ;  but,  as  (or  hi*  I 
finance,  it  is  enough  that  he  is  authorized^  ^ 
law,  (so  often  appealed  to,)  to  prepare  an*  "J 
them  before  Congress;  hot  it  is  too  much  to  rr  , 
quire  of  him  to  do  that  which  is  the  Coostitnuow 
business  of  this  House ;  especially,  too, i 
much  has  already  been  rMuired  of  him :  '«»  ] 
him  at  liberty  to  attend  fully  to  the  .ml"'' „ 
which  your  other  committee  has  been  ***'*|"  , 
call  for.  [  confess  jur,- 1  never  discoTO*'* 
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adnntages  which  conU  be  derived  from  aoy  of 
his  Iteports  to  this  House,  as  to  ^ystems  of  finance, 
or  of  Ways  and  Means  j  indeed,  those  of  the  form- 
er which  we  iuive  adopted,  were  unnecessarily 
complicated,  and"  by  no  means  adapted  to  the  ge- 
nius and  interest  of  oar  infant  RepuoUc  ;  and,  per- 
haps, some  of  the  latter  were  as  exceptionable. 
TVnen  applied  to,  at  the  last  session,  for  the  means 
of  raising  about  forty  thousand  dollars,  the  Secre- 
tary reported,  that  it  was  necessary  to  lay  a  tax  of 
one  dollar  on  every  wheel  of  certam  carriages,  and 
the  same  tax  on  certain  horses ;  and,  extraordi- 
nary as  this  proposition  was,  but  for  a  circum- 
stance which  mterrupted  the  subject,  it  was  in  a 
fair  way  of  being  pressed  upon  the  House,  instead 
<Hf  reccnnmending  an  additional  tonnage,  or  a  sale 
oC  lands  beluigmg  to  the  United  States— a  sore 
and  adequate  resource— the  moat  obrious  means 
of  raiang,  not  only  that  snin,  but  almost  any  sum 
ve  can  want.  The  Secretary  resorted,  to  the  as- 
tonishment of  many  of  our  constituent^  to  the 
atrange  means  just  mentioned.  Sir,  I  thmk  that, 
witlwut  the  Secretary's  assistance,  the  committee 
may,  in  a  single  day,  devise  the  necessary  ways 
and  means.  But,  if  that  all-wise,  only  skilful  fi- 
nancier, must  be  resorted  to,  let  us  call  for  his  aid, 
let  us  receive  his  report  here,  and  not  say,  that  it 
is  from  a  spirit  of  accommodation,  now  proposed, 
that  our  committee  shall  call  for  one,  and  lay  it 
before  this  House — for  this  mode  of  introducing  a 
report,  of  such  a  nature,  surely  cannot  be  called 
accommodating  it  to  the  wishes  of  those  who  ob- 
ject to  such  reports,  when  unaided  by  the  influ- 
enee  and  weight  of  a  committee.] 


Tbubout,  Blawh  S7. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  merchants,  mariners,  and 
odiers,  citizens  of  the  towns  of  Norfolk  and  Ports- 
mouth, and  of  the  county  of  Norfolk,  in  the  State 
ot  YirginiafWas  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
pnyinc  that  Congress  will  adopt  sucn  measures 
as,  in  their  wisdom,  may  be  deemed  most  e^di- 
ent  and  effectuaJ  to  obtain  redress  for  the  vexa- 
ticms  and  spoliations  committed  on  the  commerce 
of  the  Umted  States,  by  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain,  under  the  autoority  of  that  Oovemment, 
and  by  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  other  foreign 
ccmittries. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Blr.  Hartust,  from  the  managers  appointed  oa 
the  part  of  this  House  to  attend  the  eoi^rence 
witA  the  Senate  on  the  snbjeeMnatter  of  the 
amendments  depending  between  the  two  Houses 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
erecting  and  repairing  of  arsenals  and  magazines, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  made  a  report.  Where- 
upon, 

JRetolvedf  That,  instead  of  the  amendments  pro- 
posed by  the  Senate  to  the  first  section  of  the  said 
bill,  the  said  first  section  be  amended,  by  striking 
oat  from  the  word  "  stores,"  in  the  second  line,  to 
the  word  "Provided,"  in  the  eighth  line,  and  in- 
sertini^  in  lien  thereof  the  words  foUowing,  to 


wit :  "  There  shall  he  established,  under  the  duaa- 

tion  of  the  Presiobnt  op  the  Unitbd  Statbb. 
three  or  four  arsenals,  with  magazines,  as  he  shall, 
judge  most  expedient,  in  such  pla(:es  as  will  best- 
accommodate  the  differrat  parts  of  the  United 
States ;  either  ch*  both  of  the  arseaals  heret<rfbn> 
used  at  Springfield  and  Carlisle  to  be  continued 
as  rart  of  the  said  number,  at  his  discretion." 

Remtbfed,  That  this  House  doth  disagree  to  the. 
amendments  to  the  third  and  sixth  sections  of  the- 
said  bill. 

Reatdved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  all  the: 
other  amendments  to  the  said  bill. 

NATIONAL  BEFENCE. 
Mr.  SBnowicK,  from  the  committee  to  whom  it 
was  referred  to  report  the  means  of  rendering  the 
force  of  the  UnitM  States  more  Sclent,  made  a 
report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  commit 
ted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 
Tbeemnaiitlee  toirtiom  itwasrdteied  to  i^ortflw 
meam  ot  rendering  Hu  face  of  Ute  United  Statw 
man  efBcaent,  sfker  nutnn  and  delibarate  caDmdn^ 
tion,  have  unanimous^  sgieed  to  T^EKut  to  thaHoua 
tb«  fidlowing  teMdutions  as  |m^er  to  be  adopted: 

1.  Seaohed,  That  effectual  measorea  ought  to  he 
ad<mted  to  oomidete  die  present  MilifaiTy  'EatJihUal^in^tp^ 
m«  United  States,  and  that  provision  ouglu  to  be. 
made  tfiat  Ihg  same  may  be  kqit  Aifl. 

8.  JtSM^M^  Thatanad£tionaloorpaofart3leiy,not 
to  CKcaed  dght  hnndred  men,  o&oea  mduded,  sua  aba 
indnfing  one  Chief  and  four  Assistant  E  ngineera,  onidii 
to  be  raked,  for  garriKning  the  fortiffcalions  which  aia^ 
or  may  be,  erected  for  the  dafonce  a[  the  seaooasta. 

8.  kaoieed.  Hist  the  Ptendent  be  anthoriied  and 
empowered  to  call  on  the  Executirea  of  the  aerend 
Stirtea  to  take  effectual  measure^  as  soon  as  may  be, 
to  atfBumm  and  hold  in  readtneas  to  maxdi,  at  a  mc^ 
nunra  wamfaig,  ogh^  dwuBUtd  eftetife  Ififfifia,  (oA- 
eera  tncfaided,)  to  be  smortkHwd  to  the  Stata,  iMpeeU 
ively,  in  proportion  to  tta  whole  nanibar  of  iriuto  iiw 
habitants,  that  is  to  i 
Gemgia 
South  Carolina 
North  CaKdiua 
Keotodty  - 
Virginia 
Maryland  • 
Ddawaie  - 
Pennnrivaiiu 
New  Jersey 
New  York- 
Vermont  - 
Comiecticnt 
Bhode  Island 
MaaaadkDsetts 
New  Hampahixe 


Total  - 


80.000 


Which  detachment  of  MSitia  idiall  be  oflfoeied  out  ef 
the  pieaent  Militia  officera,  at  odien,  at  the  optkiD  and 
diacreti<m  of  the  Constitntkioal  andMR^  of  ma  States 
ramectively. 

I.  Smikedt  Hat  any  indydsnt  caipa  «f  aawhy. 
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Se^tettraHon  of  BHiigh  IM>t». 


•rtfllny,  or  'mfaOry,  mtf  t«  Kceptod  u  mrt  of  Ae 
■ittdBttclBmrt  of  MtBtia.  provided  itan  tohui- 
tatOy  enfi^e,  end  paorided  Ae  nma  ohd  be  deemed 
MffMm     tike  Pieetdent. 

&  Rtaokei,  Thet  thePreeidintbedeared  to  reqiuM 
Ae  Exeovlim  ef  Oe  esrdnl  Stetee  to  tike  efiMtul 
cM»  that  the  Men  drtecihed  m  beamed  and 

aqoqiped  aeoerfing  te  lenr. 

6.  Reaohed,  That  ynmmsxi  ovgU  te  be  akadetl? 
law,  far  oiganmiig  aiid  nimn%  a  miUtary  fnoe,  under 
the  authori^  of  the  Goremment  of  the  United  State*, 
to  cnuist  of  rank  and  file,  with  the  fm»ar  offi- 
cers, to  aerre  fbr  the  term  of  yean,  or  imring  a 

war  which  may  break  out  between  the  United  States 
and  any  foreign  Kwmpean  P^wot;  and  that  the  Preet- 
dmt  be  antbnned  to  tike  4ie  meaenna  neeeataiy  fi» 
dMnglhe  same:  PnmiUd,  That  no  sock  meamiee 
be  taken  by  the  Ezecattre  until  war  dull  be  actoaUy 
eemmenced  between  the  United  States  and  some  fi>- 
itign  Bmopean  Power. 

SEQUESTRATION  OF  BRITISH  DSBT8. 
Mr.  Datton  mbmittetf  tk«  Mlowins  temAxx- 
tioos: 

"Raohed,  Thativo>iifiHi«i^tobemide,l7  law. 
t»  tike  sequesfratimi  of  sU  the  ddle  doe  from  the  citi- 
«U  of  the  Unltad  States  to  the  subject*  of  the  Kiii«  of 
vievs  smnoB' 

"  RsMdba^.  mmt  pmMm  fl«gH  itf  ft»  BMBner;  to 
be  made  ibr  securing  ths  pumenlt^  alt  sudk  debts  into 
tBe  Treasoxy  of  the  ITnitod  States,  there  te  be  hsU  as- 
«  riedge  for  theindemniSaalion  of  auch  of  the  dtisena 
oFthe  said  States  aa  shaU  have  sofinedfion  the  ahips 
cS  war,  inrateere,  or  from  aqy  parson^  or  dewriplirm  of 
MtDMu,  acting  under  the  mmwiwinn  an  antnoii^  at 
ttrBiitish  JSmg,  in  cmtrarcutiea  of  Oa  Law  of  Aa^ 
•mu,  and  in  TiobOfon  atOMo^idwotn^.'' 

Orderedf  That  the  aud  naiUntiou  be  DOBunit- 
ted  to  a  G<Hniiutt<»of  the  Whole  Ifimte  imme- 
£ately. 

'    TIm  HonaeaeeMdii^Kaob«d'iMlf  intooiiil, 

Cammiftae.- 

Mr.  DiUTTOM  then  Met  is  sapporc  of  his  prop»- 
aitiiMU.  When  he  broo^  them  fbrwsrd  Ke  did 
■Dt  neoofpuny ihwn,  (he  9Bid,>  with  many  obvef' 
rations,  because  he  was  then  raboring  under  in- 
dispwKtou.  The  same  cawe  would  fuder  him 
,  renr  excise  now. 

The  iajoriea  and  msults  we  bare  sofi^ed  from 
Great  Bntain,  he  cODceired,  need  not  be  dwelt 
upon.  Tfaejrare  well  known,  and  it  is  mriTenal- 
lyaufaiowled^  thhtwe  ouriit  to  adofrt  soch 
meamres  as  would  screen  us  mm  a  repetititm  of 
them,  and  secure  to  us  reparation,  llie  resolu- 
tions He  had  brought  forward  he  intended  a*  part 
of  that  system  of  defence  and  preservation,  other 
irartions  of  which  had  already  receired  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  House.  These  resolutions,  he  con- 
ceired,  would  not  be  the  least  effieimt  part  of  that 
•ysteo. 

Ha  belieTed  that,  when  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britaia  i^  reviewed^  it  would  be  fbind  that  it  is 
treating  their  subjects  with  great  lenity  to  speak 
<f  sequastralion  oMy ;  we  shcwld  be  wetrwiied  in 
•ODfiacatHiy,  for  tfaer  hare  snbjected  oar  property 
to  oondemaation,  witfafvatttt  appeannoe  of  an  ia* 
tention  to  indemnify. 

Afl  10  KMlnttl<m  of  the  property  of  which  we 


have  been  pltmdered  on  the  hish  seas,  it  is  im- 
possible. It  is  condemned,  solo,  and  scattered, 
and  no  hope  can  be  entertained  that  thef  intend 
to  indemnify  our  stiffering  citizens.  If  it  had  been 
their  intention  to  indemmfy,  their  Court,  in  exrfa- 
nation  of  the  instruction  of  the  6th  of  NoTembn, 
would  not  have  giren  orders  to  condemn  reaieb 
detained  in  suspense  in  the  West  Indies  tmtiltbit 
elucidation  was  recnred. 

Since,  then,  restitntion  is  impossible,  ana  not  l 
shadow  of  hope  exists  that  indemnification  wiu 
be  granted;  we  hxn  only  to  determine  wbethw 
we  shall  gire  up  the  property  of  which  we  hate 
been  plundered,  or  claim  it  with  effect— claim  it, 
and  enforce  the  claim,  by  showing  that  we  hare 
the  means  of  retaliation  within  our  power. 

After  the  proceedings  of  the  British  towards  ui, 
he  believed,  we  should  have  been  wamnted  in 
confiscating  the  property  now  proposed  to  be  se- 
questered, without  negotiation.  This  wouldMTc 
been  meting  to  them  as  they  meted  to  us.  If 
qoestration  is  hostility,  as  he  had  heard  it  ciUMj 
what,  he  asked,  is  condemnation  1  Besides,  thef 
have  impressed  American  citizens  into  Aeir  snj 
vice.  We  have  reason  to  believe,  (he  concwma 
by  remarkiM,)  from  the  negotiation  of  ootMi- 
Ulster  with  Lord  Grenrille,froro  private  inibnat 
tion  on  the  taWos  of  Congress,  and  from  me  coft- 
duet  of  some  of  dieir  officers  high  in  comnusd, 
that  to  nuike  war  on  us  is  part  of  their  system. 

MT.S.SMtTB  said  he  dways  had  wished  for 
peace,  as  the  first  desideratum.  With  this 
agreeably  to  the  wise  recommendatira  of  the  m- 
BiDENT,  he  agreed  to  those  measures  calcolated  co 
put  the  country  in  a  postme  of  defence.  Tlui 
was  the  best  mode  of  sedmng  peace-  With  tne 
same  view,  he  proposed  an  einbargo  to  be 
which  would  have  drawn  to  oar  ports  theremtm- 
der  of  ottr  maritime  possessions,  and  ""J^ 
them  no  longer  within  the  grasp  of  a  nation 
only  rule  of  right  is  the  measure  of  bCTpo'W. 
He  still  wished,  as  long  as  a  shadow  of  h*e  «' 
ists,  to  secure  the  blessings  of  peace.  .  Wj^,"; 
resolutions  now  offiered,  he  was  of  opmiontMi"^ 
might  yet  hare  peace  i  ba^  without  them,iw«» 
certahily  have  war.  They  wffl  »««*.t*f°J 
mllUons  of  dollars  in  oor  hands,  as  a  ftad  a  n- 
imbmse  the  three  or  four  miUions  which  we 
been  stripped  of  by  that  piratical 
Britain,  accoi^ngtotheinstltictionsof  tbst 
of  Sea  Robbers— that  Leviathan,  which  sifflsB 
svrallowing  all  that  floats  on  the  ocean—that  ma- 
ster, whose  only  Uw  is  power,  and 
respects  the  rights  of  nations  nor  the  Ii'ol*"?^ 
individuals!    This  character  the  natioVl^jT 
mentioned  had  long  deserved.  ManyprwBnjgJ 
be  cited  in  support  of  the  assertion,  n®*!!: 
only  refer  to  their  conduct  at  St.  EusWA 
they  robbed  their  allies,  the  Dutch,  and  A^r  ^ 
nerals  and  Admirals  turned  Tendue-mastei^  »JJ 
conducted  the  plundering,  to  collect  ^J^gj) 
their  exploits.   Is  rt  from  such  a  nanon(iie»«  ^ 
thatwearetohopefbrjusticel  Theytao^^^?^^ 
justice  is.  It  is  said  that  they  showed  tBeu^' 
of  justice  When  they  so  Hberafly  cMnpen«J«  ^ 
TorleaaftertheinrarwiAus.  Though  tw? 
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spisc  traitors,  yet  self-interest  wiU  lead  them  to 
icvrard  the  treachery,  to  encourage  a  principle 
which  may  again  be  useful  to  them.  Self-inte- 
rest, then,  and  not  jTBtice,  actuated  them  on  that 
as  cm  erery  other  occasion. 

Let  us  ntsa  the  resolations,  then  send  an  EnToy 
to  Gfreat  Britain,  and  we  shall  hare  peace.  We 
shall  then  be  aMe  to  speak  to  them  of  their  inte- 
rest. Bat  if  war  should  be  the  ineritable  issue, 
Americails,  he  was  sure,  would  meet  it  like  men, 
mttier  dtan  tuluait  to  insult  and  suffer  the  honor 
c^the  «oantty  to  be  prostrated. 

If  we  were  able,  while  in  in&ney  as  a  nation, 
to  as8^  onr  rigfats,  will  it  be  said,  that,  now  we 
hare  arriTed  at  a  state  of  maubood,  we  shall  fear 
Aem  1  No  I  Our  young  men  burn  for  an  oppor- 
taidty  to  defend  the  Hbertr.  rights,  and  property 
of  their  country.  They  wffl  step  out  as  one^  and 
meet  the  ere&t  lifce  men. 

He  read  a  quotation  from  Vattdy  to  show  that 
K  nation  has  a  riffht  to  pay  her  citizens  tor  losses 
inflicted  by  another  nation,  contrary  to  n^t,  by 
confiscaticjr  die  property  beloBfing  to  the  citizens 
of  that  nation.  The  tie  of  interest,  he  cohcluded 
br  remaritin^,  is  tiie  stnmgest  tie  we  hare  upon 
CIreat  Britain.  Let  u«  {Mus  the  resohition^  and 
Aatt  nation  wtU  nerer  again  grre  us  cause  to  pass 
•imBar  ones.  The  people  out  of  doors  will  say 
that  we  hare  d<»ie  right.  The  nations  of  Europe 
iriU  rejoice  to  see  ih&  Power,  trhieh  is  commit- 
ting depredations  on  all  nations,  homUed.  The 
reaolations  he  obserred,  do  not  regard  the  pro- 
perty in  the  funds.  To  toueh'  diis  is  not  one  of 
the  means  of  retaliatiMt  wartanted  by  the  Law  of 
IVations.  PiAlie  contracts  shoold  be  sacred. 

Mr.  BooDiitOT  said,  he  had  not  intended  to  take 
pent  in  the  debate  at  this  eariy  stage  of  it ;  but 
what  had  fktlen  ftora  the  member  last  np,  con- 
rinced  him  that  the  House  should  not  go  mto  a 
eoosideration  of  the  subject  at  this  time.  Itsdioiild 
he  considered  with  cooinea;^'  and  all  passions  ptit 
Ottt  of  the  question. 

No  donbt  we  hare  a  rig^t  to  make  reprisals,  as 
the  Lmslatnre  has  a  right  to  declare  war ;  but  he 
doabfed  whether  the  United  States,  in  their  pre- 
sent sftnation,  would  find  it  their  interest  to  go 
into  sueh  meunres.  The  authority  read  firom 
Vattid  by  the  menidter  last  up,  he  obserred,  made 
«gan»t  that  membei^  oidmaa.  VtOtd  expressly 
says  that  reprisals  should  not  be  made  on  property 
intrusted  to  pabKe  fiuth.  The  debts  or  British 
sot^eets  here  are  in  that  predieament.  He  had 
heard  diat  gentleman,  not  long  since,  with  plea- 
sure, expatiate  with  warmth  oa  the  ad  vantages  of 
credit,  especially  to  this  country.  Should  that 
credit  be  destroyed,  (he  a^ed,)  Of  destroying  the 
confidence  of  foreignen  in  our  faith  t  But,  even 
if  this  retaliation  is  lawful,  will  it  be  the  interest 
of  the  eitisens,  or  lather  of  the  Qbremment,  to 
tAs  snch  a  step  at  the  present  time  7  We  hare 
no  doubt  been  cruellr  treated;  but  hare  we  made 
proper  apdli<ration  for  redress,  and  received  an 
uuwer  ?  We  should  first  send  a  special  Bnror. 
md  insist  on  an  immediate  answer.  This  WDuld 
be  the  mode  of  securing  peace ;  at  leas^  it  offers 
the  best  chance  of  seetmng-it. 


The  tffiatessions  on  our  commerce  i&ade 
-Oreat  Brnain  are  no  doubt  enough  to  rouse  any 
Am:erican's  feelings;  but  the  Legislature  ou^t 
not  to  be  swayed  by  passions ;  they  should  discuss 
the  subject  calmly  and  deliberately.  He  hoped 
the  Committee  would  rise  and  allow  time,  at  least, 
to  take  the  necessary  measures  of  defenee ;  fmr, 
could  the  Legislature  justify  to  their  constituents 
this  step  of  retaliation,  should  immediate  hostili- 
ties, wuiike  bostilities^  be  the  consequence?  To 
justify  a  measure  of  this  kmd  time  should  be  giren 
Tor  the  defensin  system  adopted  to  be  carrlMiuo 
operaticm. 

Mr.  Mbrcks  next  spoke.  He  owned  tha  mea- 

»ores  proposed  appeared  to  him  great  and  mo- 
mentous,  and^  had  be  any  powers  of  declamation, 
he  should  think  it  improper  to  give  loose  to  them 
on  a  c[uestion  of  this  kind.  We  should  weigh  well 
our  interest,  exunine  carefbUy  the  situation  in 
which  we  stend,  and  determine  calmly  where  we 
shall  place'  our  next  step.  The  propiositioo  is  to 
arrest,  not  to  coniSscate,  the  debts  due  to  British 
subjects.  From  his  recollection  of  the  positions 
establi^ed  by  the  best  jurisprudence  writers,  no 
doubt  remained  in  his  mind  that  we  have  a  clear 
right  to  secure  to  ourselves  reparation  in  that  wart 
and,  in  our  predicamnat,  confiscation  even  would 
be  wnrranted,  and  by  a  pdnl  as  flmdy  est&bUshed 
as  any  principle  which  has  the  general  practice  of 
nations  fbrw  Msia. 

'  One  of  the  latest^writers  tm  National  Law, 
{Binkerthodi)  is  of  cnnnion  that  debts  are  proper- 
ty, as  well  as  any  thing  else,  and  sees  no  reason- 
wny  they  should  not,  as  weU  as  other  kinds  of 
property,  be  seizM  to  secure  indemnity  for  inju- 
ries. Tiiis  is  the  opinion  of  Wd^hu,  of  VaOel, 
Qrdtim,  and  of  bis  conunentators.  H6  could  go 
on  with  a  long  list  of  autholities,  and  refer  to  ac- 
tual treaties  to  show  ^at  it  has  been  the  practice 
of  nations.  Having  established  the  rich^  he  pro* 
ceeded  to  consider  the  expediency  of  the  proposf- 
tions.  Gentlemen,  be  hoped,  did  not  wfsb  tiiat 
we  should  make  a  solemn  declaration  of  war  be^ 
fore  we  acted.  This  is  no  longer  the  cnstoUr 
among  nations.  It  would  be  a  pompous  display 
of  caraor  which  no  longer  «tists.  ^as  any  nation, 
in  the  present  BnropeanWv  premised  theurope- 
rations  by  a  declaraUoar?  No ;  their  first  step  was 
to  do  all  the  is^jury  in  their  power  to  their  ene- 
mies. Then,w«  having  taken  what  steps  will 
best  tend  to  otir  security,  and  give  us  the  best  hold 
of  our  enemy,  let  us  no^  however,  lose  ^ht  of « 
settlement  by  negotiation.  Let  us  show  mankind 
that  peace  is  our  fitst  wish.  When  we  are  thus 
prepared,  let  us  step  forward  to  an  afiiicable  niw;o- 
tiation.  Let  us  call  on  the  Executive  to  send  for- 
ward some  proper  person  to  the  Court  of  Qreai^ 
Britain,  to  assure  them  that  we  have  a  high  sense 
of  the  injury  done  us;  that  we  have  it  in  our  pow- 
er to  resent  it,  Imt  wish  to  see  the  difference  set- 
tled by  receiving  an  indemnification.  We  shall 
thus  make  it  their  interest  as  well  as  dvty  to  at 
low  it  This  he  conceived  to  be  the  Une  of  con- 
duct we  ^ould  adopt,  if  we  wished  to  preserve 
the  Western  Hemisphere  IVom  the  seoni^  that 
desolate  die  Old  Wtmd.  By  some  such  meamra 
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as  that  looposed,  we  should  make  their  motires 
tor  peace  more  weiyfatir,  and  we  should  give  assu- 
rances of  our  amicable  dispositioo,  by  showing 
ttut  all  we  wish  is  a  just  compeosation. 

In  a  nwtter  of  this  Kind,  he  was  sensible  of  the 
danger  of  pfecipitatiou.  The  best  mode  of  arrest- 
ing  the  property  proposed  should  be  calmly  weigh- 
eoT  He  beUerea  that  something  like  the  proposi- 
tion made  by  Mr.  Shitb,  of  South  Carolina,  be- 
fore the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee — 
a  stop  to  all  transfers  of  Britbh  property — would 
be  proper  as  a  preliminary  step. 

He  concluded  with  some  obserrations  on  the 
respect  which  nations^  however  weak,  will  com- 
mand from  their  superiors  in  strength,  by  showing 
that  they  will  not  suffer  imposition,  by  joining 
heart  and  hand  in  defence  of  their  rights.  This 
mirit,  he  was  sure,  uimates  Americans,  and  now 
ueir  power  is  better  able  to  keep  pace  with  that 
nurit  than  whm  we  humbled  that  nation.  At 
that  time  we  were  in  onr  inibncy— an  infancy  by 
Ho  means  thriving  under  the  trammels  of  the  mo- 
ther country — ana,  when  they  turned  us  adrifL 
and  began  their  hostile  spoliations,  they  carried 
with  tiiem  all  onr  means  of  defence ;  out  now, 
thank  Providence,  we  have  spirit  and  power  to 
defeild  ourselves.  If  the  genuemau  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Smith]  woiud  modify  his  proposi- 
tion, and  make  the  term  thirty  days,  it  should 
have  his  assent  in  preference  to  that  now  before 
the  Committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that  the 
proposition  he  had  read  before  the  House  went 
mto  Committee  was  in  the  nature  of  an  embargo 
on  debts,  securing  them  from  transfer  until  the 
necessity  of  sequestering  them  more  plainly  ap- 
peared. The  proposition  did  not  then  appear  to 
meet  the  wishes  of  the  Honse.  When  the  Com- 
mittee should  rise  he  would  again  bring  it  for- 
ward. The  question  now  before  the  Committee 
ia,  whether  they  will  agree  to  a  seqnestiatitHi  of 
British  debts.  Hewished  thisobjecthadnotbeen 
coupled  with  the  indemnification  to  our  own  citi- 
zens, because  it  is  fairer  to  decide  each  question 
upon  its  own  merits.  That  part  of  the  resolutions 
iraich  contemplates  an  indemnification  may  give 
a  weight  to  the  first  part  which  it  might  not  in- 
trinsically deserve. 

Be  made  some  observations  on  the  propriety  of 
eool  deliberation  on  the  present  important  subject. 
The  passions  should  be  banished,  and  calm  reaiK)n 
more  than  ever  courted.  It  requires  all  the  wis- 
dom of  the  Legislative  body  now  to  combine  our 
national  honor  with  our  national  safety.  He  had 
doubts  on  the  propriety  of  the  resoluticms  proposed, 
but  acknowledged  that  the  arguments  med  in  their 
favor  had  great  weight  in  his  itaind.  If  the  atua- 
tion  of  this  country  be  compared  with  that  of 
other  commercial  nations,  the  propriety  of  some- 
thing like  the  present  resolutions  would  appear 
more  evident  When  other  commercial  nations 
wish  to  quarrel  with  us,  their  navies  enable  them 
to' seize  our  vessels,  and  we  cannot  retaliate  in  the 
same  way.  Then  we  must  fly  to  such  means  of 
retaliation  as  are  in  our  power.  If  they  take  our 
.  j^opertyofonedescriptiottjandwe  cannot  lay  our 
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hands  apcn  die  same  kind,  we  must  take  any  of 
theirs  wuhin  onr  reach.  This  reasoning  has,  no 
doubt,  great  force ;  but  the  sacredness  with.vnick 
the  modem  usages  of  nations  has  shielded  ddA 
is  a  great  bar  to  our  proceeding  in  the  present 
case.  Contracts  between  individuals  are  now 
considered  as  out  of  the  reach  of  Giovemment^ 
and  it  is  the  modern  usage  not  to  meddle  with 
them.  In  the  beginning  of  our  late  war,  debu 
were  not  confiscated.  The  State  of  South  CaiO' 
lina,  though  certainly  not  wanting  provocatioQ, 
whue  confiscating  all  other  property,  lefi  debu 
untouched,  under  the  idea  that  private  contracts 
are  sacred.  But  this,  in  9  case  of  war,  and  urgent 
necessity,  might  be  overlooked ;  but  if  we  are  not 
in  a  state  of  war,  perhaps  meddling  with  priyste 
contracts  might  provoke  it.  Credit  is  certainly 
important  to  this  country.  We  should  coDsider 
how  Cur  die  operation  of  the  resolations  proposed 
would  give  a  shock  to  it.  Besides,  they  m^t 
have  a  tendency  to  involve  ns  in  future  win. 
We  shall  yet  long  be  under  the  necessity  of  re- 
ceivinx  certun  supplies  from  Europe,  and  sUU 
have  debtors  among  us  for  those  supplies.  These 
debtors  may  at  any  time,  when  the  burden  vei^  | 
heavy,  think  of  easing  it  by  fomenting  dissensions 
with  me  foreign  creditor  nation,  in  expectation 
that  a  confiscation  of  the  debts  may  be  an  effect. 
It  is  true  that,  in  such  a  case,  they  will  not  be  ex- 
onerated. But  it  cannot  be  suppc^ed  that  the  Gfr 
vemment  to  whom  the  debts  would  be  transfened 
could  prosecute  the  recovery  of  them  with  as  mocn 
ardor  as  an  individual. 

The  gentleman  last  up  had  relied  on  the  so-  1 
thority  of  ancient  and  foreign  jurists.  Some  j 
amcNBg  this  class  of  writers  warrant  putting  pn-  , 
soners  to  death— a  princiide  which  modem  ca^ 
tom  has  put  a  stop  to.  They  also,  it  is  true,  wai- 
rant  the  confiscabon  of  debts;  but  Bwimaqta 
says  this  is  not  the  practice  of  modern  nKti<«s. 
None,  or  very  few  tn fling  examples  can  be  uted, 
he  believed,  of  a  departure  fr(Hn  this  princiiae,  in 
modem  tim^  among  nations  where  commerce  is 
cherished.  This  country  depends  on  commerce, 
and  credit  is  one  of  the  means  by  which  it  floor- 
Lshes ;  we  should,  then,  not  endeavor  to  weakeniL 
If  we  are  once  over  the  barrier,  by  trifling  eiten- 
sions  of  the  principle,  we  may  be  carried  to  mi- 
moderate  lengths,  indeed.  Some  persons  whoiK 
in  fevor  of  sequestering  private  debts^peak  wi» 
horror  of  toucning  the  public  funds.  For  his  pv^ 
he  did  not  see  much  difference  between  confisea^ 
in^  private  and  public  debts.  Tbe  object  is  tbe 
injury  of  an  enemy,  and  to  retaliate  for  iajun^ 
Again:  if  we  go  to  war  with  Great  Britain,  U  u 
probable  we  shall  be  involved  widi  her  allies,  tiia 
will  it  be  said,  that  we  shall  confiscate  what  m 
Dutch  lent  us  at  a  time  of  distress  or  since  tbe 
peace.  The  Dutch  have  bouaht  largely  in  onr 
funds.  The  same  principle  wiu  lead  us  to  M 
hands  upon  that  property.  .It  will  be  difficult  to 
draw  a  line,  if  we  admit  the  principle. 

Under  these  impressions,  it  called  upon  to 
his  vote,  he  shoum  now  feel  much  embarrassmw* 
It  had  been  said  that  the  adoption  of  the  presw 
resolutions  would  be  a  means  of  obliging 
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Britain  to  do  us  justioe }  tluit  it  would  strike  a 
tenor  among  the  subjects  of  that  country,  and 
make  them  clamorous  for  peace.  It  might,  he 
feared,  have  a  very  different  oBTect,  exasperate 
them,  and  unite  the  people  with  the  Gorernment 
against  us.  Some  further  forbearance  on  our  part 
may  separate  them.  It  will  conrince  the  people 
of  Great  Britain  that  we  really  wish  for  peac& 
and  th^  if  war  is  the  issue,  the  impression  will 
be  severely  felt  by  thai  Government.  We  shall 
raider  the  Admmistration  voy  uusopular,  ud 
haalen  iu  dismission  for  one  rapre  friaidly  to  this 
eovntry.  He  was  of  opinion  this  crisis  was  fest 
^wroacfaing. 

He  c<mewded  by  again  adverting  to  his  propo- 
sitions for  preventing  the  transfer  of  British  debts, 
.  which  he  h^ied  would  be  considered  as  %  sti#- 
ewnt.  provitton  in  the  piesent  exigency,  and  mmU 
give  time  to  deliberate  on  further  measures,  and 
to  watch  the  course  of  eveots  in  Europe,  which, 
he  beliered,  wouU  have  great  influence  upon  the 
conduct  of  Great  Britain  towards  us,  and  proba- 
bly bring  forward  th^e  change  in  Uie  Administra- 
tion of  Qteat  Britain. 

The  Ccanmittee  now  rose  and  reported  progress. 


Frio&t,  March  28. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  IhII,  entitled 
"  An  act  limiciiig  the  time  for  presentiiig  claims 
for  destroyed  certificates  d  certaiB  deienptiims.^' 
WhereupoB, 

Ordend,  That  the  uud  ameBdmeati  he  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Seiuite  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  a^ed  to  the  amendment 
IHTOposed  by  this  House  m  lieu  of  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  to  the  first  secti<m  of  the  biU,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  erecting  and  re- 
pairing of  arsenals  and  magazines,  and  Tor  other 
purposes."  The  Senate  recede  from  their  amend- 
ment, disagreed  to  by  iUiis  House,  to  the  sixth  sec- 
tion, and  iostst  on  their  amendment,  disagreed  to 
by  this  House,  to  the  third  section  of  the  said  bill. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  this  House, 
and  insisted  on  by  the  Senate,  to  the  third  section 
of  the  bill,  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
erecting  and  repairing  of  arsenals  and  magazines, 
and  for  other  purposes."  Whereupon, 

ReMohedj  That  this  House  doth  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendment. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PimsiDEifT  or  TBB  United  Statbs  : 

fiwrffniw  oftht  Senmte,  and 

Hf  die  Hctue  of  R^trtMntaHMM  t . 

In  die  ezacmtioa  of  the  resohition  of  Congress,  bear* 
ing  date  th0  tiraitv*«xth  day  of  Msidi,  one  thtMwnd 
wren  fanndnd  and  nineto-few,  and  imposing  an  em- 
Iwff^  I  have  raqnested  ttw  Govemon  of  the  several 
8lat«a  to  odt  Attt  dw  fime  ^their  MUUia,  if  U  duraM 
W  aaciiwiy,  te  tte  detantim  of  mnalf.  Iliis  power 
ii  ooocMvea  to  be  faKidsntal  to  an  aqtfiaigo. 


[H.oyIU 

It  also  deeervas  tike  attmtttm  of  CongrMv  how  fiv 
the  desnnees  from  one  district  to  anotlwr,  under  the 
law  as  it  now  stands,  mmy  give  rise  to  evuions.  of  the 
embargo.  As  one  security,  the  Collectors  have  been, 
instructed  to  refuse  to  receive  the  surrender  of  coasting 
licenses,  for  the  pnipose  of  taking  oat  registers,  and  to 
require  bond  from  registered  vessels,  bound  fixHU  one 
distriet  to  anodier,  for  delheiy  of  the  cargo  vriUiiik 
the  United  States. 

It  is  not  understood  that  the  lesoIntitHi  i^Iies  to 
fishing  vessels,  akhoogh  their  occupations  He,  generally, 
in  parts  beyond  the  United  States.  Bnt,  without  flur- 
tber  restrictions,  there  is  an  opportunity  of  their  privi- 
leges being  used  as  means  of  eluding  the  embargo. 

All  armed  vessels,  possessing  public  comaiissi<ni»  * 
ftom  any  fiinign  Power,  (letlers  «  mavqoe  an^tedj) 
are  cooadesed  as  not  liabie  to  the  embargo. 

These  dnmautances  ate  transmitted  to  Cpogiessfor 
didr  crasidanAiaau 

O.  WASHINOTON. 
Ukitkii  States,  JfiircA  38, 1794. 

The  said  Messaax  and  papm  were  read,  and 
committed  to  Mr«DBXTBR,BSr.MuRBAT,aiiaMr> 

OOODHDE. 

0EQ17E871UTION  OF  BRITIBH  IVEBTB. 
.  The  HoQse  resdved  itself  into  a  Committee  x£ 
the  Whole  on  the  state  nS  tlu  Union,  and  took  up 
Mr.  Dattoh'b  resolutions  for  the  sequestration 
debu  due  to  British  sabjeefai. 

Mr.  QiLBs  commenced  his  remarks  by  observ- 
ing, that  he  had  intended  to  have  given  a  silent 
vote  upon  this  question  before  the  Committee, 
and  i)robebly  should  not  have  altered  that  inten* 
tion,  if  it  had  not  been  from  the  solicitous  requests 
expressed  yesterday  by  several  gentlemen  in  the 
opposition,  that  the  favorers  of  tlie  proposed  mea- 
sure should  furnish  the  Committee  with  the  rea- 
sons upon  which  it  was  founded.  Although  it 
appeared  to  him  to  be  rather  unreasonable  that 
some  gentlemen  should  be  expected,  not  only  to 
possess  reasons  for  their  own  opinions,  but  to  fur- 
nish reasons  for  others ;  and,  although  he  did  not 
conceive  that  the  Avorers  of  the  measure  were 
under  any  obligation  to  disclose  the  reasons  ub- 
ducing  it,  provided  they  thought  proper  to  hazard 
its  fate  upon  a  silent  vote,  vet  he  was  willing  to 
indulge  the  gentlemen  with  presenting  to  them 
the  general  course  of  reflection  which  the  subject 
had  produced  in  his  mind,  and  which  had  strongly 
suggested  its  propriety.  He  had,  however,  a  more 
powerful  inducement  to  disclosing  his  opinitNq^ 
since  the  subject  has  become  matter  of  disensum 
and  its  propriety  doubted. 

The  measure  ia  deemed  a  bold  one,  and  preg- 
nant with  the  most  serious  consequences ;  in  all 
such  cases,  he  was  desirous  that  his  responsibility 
to  the  United  States  in  general,  and  to  his  imme- 
diate constituents  in  partionlar,  would  at  wMl  timea 
be  tested  by  the  real  motives  which  should  influ- 
ence his  conduct. 

Several  gentlemen  in  the  opposition  had  earn- 
estly admonished  the  Committee  ^inst  the  in- 
dulgence of  their  passions  upon  this  subject,  and 
recommended  the  exercise  of  cool  and  deliberate 
reasoning.  He  should  not  {wetend  to  say  how  far 
sneh  an  admonition  was  necessuy,  or  justified  by 
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tk«  temper  of  th«  ComttvttM,  bat  Iw  beUered  it 
applkfd  fl»  sthniglf  to  the  ^tlemen  who  sar- 
flsted  the  ctation,  as  to  those  to  whom  it  was  ad- 
otessed;  and  he  hoped,  in  the  course  of  the  fbtirre 
diaemMon.  the  gentlemen  woald  show  an  example 
in  theinseires  m  the  precepts  they  had  prescribul 
to  others. 

As  to  himself,  Mr.  0.  dechired  tha^  imKeased 
with  the  awfuUess  of  the  present  crisis,  he  had 
never  reflected  upon  a  subjectwith  more  coolness} 
anc^  if  he  uoderstood  his  own  sitnatim,  hk  mind 
ms  norer  in  a  8tat«  more  sueoeptiUe  (^eonnetion. 

The  pc^osad  ncttaiue  is  expwtted  ta  aventuate 
IB  a.  final  e^ilanalMn  tha  i«UtiT«  state  of  thiflfs 
betrweaa.  the  Uoited  States  and  Cheat  Britaiik  n 
will  probaUy  remit,  therefore,  iaan  oponirav^ity, 
with  Ae  usual  appeal  to  am^  or  in  a  peace,  witb 
all  the  rights  of  neutrality  attached  to  it.  For  this 
purpose,  the  i^soltKicm  proposes  a  sequestration  of 
the  debts  due  to  the  subnets  of  Gh-eat  Britain,  to 
be  held  as  a  pleibe  for  the  indemnifieatifm  tk  the 
lowesaiutMud  Gy  Americaa  citisens  udcr  the 
Ofden  of  the  British  King,  in  contraTentioB'  of  ^ 
Lawa  of  Nations,  and.  iai  violatkM  oT  eren  nria  of 
morality  and  justice.  In  the  coarse  of  debate,  this 
subject  seems  to  have  lesolred  itself  into  two 
questions.  B%ut,  as  it  respecu  the  right  of  one 
nation  to  sequester  the  property  of  the  indiTiduals 
of  another  in  any  possible  case.  Second,  the  policy 
of  exercising  this  right  at  this  time,  under  the  ex- 
isting circnmstaDces  of  the  United  States. 

He  presumed  that  a  state  of  things  might  exist 
between  two  natioos  in  which  reprisal  would  not 
only  become  the  right  but  the  duty  to  the  nation 
sustaining  the  wrong.  This  happens  where  one 
nation,  withoet  cause,  forcibly  seizes  uixui  the 
effects  of  another,  or  of  its  citizens,  and  wi^holds 
them  without  restitution  or  compensation,  and 
l^en  the  nation,  whose  eSbcts  riiafi  be  so  seized 
and  detained,  shall  possess  no  other  means  of  in- 
donnification.  Tte  right  of  reprisal  in  the  in- 
|iire4  natitm,  in  such  a  case,  |;rows  out  of  the  in- 
jury sustained,  and  its  inabuity  to  redress  itself  in 
anycither  way. 

The  duty  of  the  injured  nation  to  make  repri- 
ols,  is  founded  upon  self-preserration ;  and  in  case 
or  the  losses  of  its  citizens,  upon  the  promise  of 
the  protection  of  property  sacredly  made^by  the 
nation  to  its  indiTidual  members. 

This  he  believed  to  be  the  doctrine  of  the  hiws 
df  morality  and  reason,  and  he  knew  it  to  be  the 
doctrhie  of  the  Laws  of  Nations,  which  were,  in 
&ct,  nothing  more  than  the  laws  of  morality  and 
ceason  sjrstematized  and  reduced  to  writing. 

BelieTing  this  principle  to  be  a  just  one,  he 
would  vajff  it  to  the  existing  state  of  things  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Oreat  BriUin.  Al- 
most as  soon  as  Great  Britain  had  ti^en  part  in 
the  iniquitous  war  against  France,  the  Executive 
of  the  United  States  manifested  their  regard  for 
peace,  by  proclaiming  theur  existing  state  of  neu- 
trality, and  recommending  to  their  citizens,  not 
only  the  observance  of  neutrality  but  of  impartial 
neutrality— although  the  partiality  of  the  Ame- 
rican people  for  the  cause  of  France  was  well 
Kmowif— although,  at  that  moment,  theit  affections 


for  the  French  natioH  were  addressed  by  theaM 
honorable  and  powerful  eoB^deiatioBB  that  em 
existed  between  twonationa.  The  peen&r  siii» 
larity  between  the  existing  French  cause,  ttd 
tint  which  had  just  given  rarth  to  Anoieaa  li- 
berty and  independence;  the  material  ageacf 
which  the  Freneh  nation  had  verted  in  bvuggiBt 
abont  that  event ;  and  the  existing  prinoiala  a 
OoT«mment  here,  the  nodnot  of  we  Revolntia^ 
w^ieh  are  the  great  objeet  et  MOek  by  Ae  Com> 
hiMtioa  against  France 

A  pure  and  laudaUe  regard  for  peace,  and  a  de- 
testanoa  trf  war,  h«w«ver,  had  overcome  all  tiMN 
sensations,  and  produced  a  neutrality,  whieh  be 
believed,  on  the  part  of  ^  Unified  States,  kd 
been  rigi^y  observed ,'  at  leasts  he  was  sure,  thtt 
sueh  was  the  intentim  of  Goveromcol.  la  ^ 
state  of  things  Gteat  Britain  commeBeed  an 
tack  upon  this  state  of  neotrality,  which  It  was 
certainly  her  interest  to  preserve,  and  wkkA  she 
ought  to  have  deemed  a  ftivw  to  obtain.  Oieti 
BrMu  contiwied  to  keep  pooBfsaion  (tf  posts  i^aB 
the  aeknowiedged  Tetritory  of  the  Uniied  Stitc^ 
to  earry  m  a  contraband  trade  with  oar  savage 
ennny.  ^e,  ahorttf  after  our  ittoelaiiGMd  mo- 
trality,  proceeded  to  intemipt  our  lawful  trade 
with  our  allies.  She  seized,  condemned,  and  stuc- 
tionedj  the  complete  Iransier  of  the  property  <^ 
Ameneaa  eitiaans  to  her  own  subjects}  and,  a  if 
tJiere  oouU  be  no  Units  to  her  iniquity  and  re- 
sentment, she  has  contrived  to  open  npoa  our 
Eastem  fEonitius  a  barbarous  eaemy  to  aid  ia 
making  depredations  upon  our  commexc% 

These  acts  oonatitate  injuiica  which  tmowtf-to 
war,  and  they  an  infinitely  aggravated,  both  bf 
the  perfidy  which  attended  the  execulioa  efaeaii 
of  them,  and  the  total  want  of  i^vocatioB  Uk 
the  commission  of  any  of  them.  ■ 

U,  then,  Oreat  Britain  shall  have  comoutted 
acts  towards  the  United  States  which  fnmidi  juit 
cause  of  wav,  the  United  States  possess  the  n^pt, 
consistently  with  the  Laws  of  Nations,  to  exercise 
any  act  towards  Oreat  Britain  whieb  woold  be 
justifiable  in  a  state  of  vrac  The  United  States 
having  received  the  injuries,  are  atithorized  to  se- 
lect such  measures  and  means  as  they  may  <le^ 
the  most  ejq>edient  for  self-preservation  andio- 
denmification.  Reprisal  is  within  their  ^wer. 
Ail  other  means  of  redress  are  without  then  pov* 
er.  In  such  a  state  of  things,  reprisal  is  a  ri^.^ 
reprisal  is  a  duty.  An  (Ejection,  more  plausible 
than  solid,  has  been  made  to  this  course  of  reasoa- 
ing,  that  the  individuals  who  will  be  the  immedi- 
ate objects  of  the  reprisal,  have  not  been  the 
mediate  agents  of  tne  aggression.  The  Law  of 
Nations  state,  that  the  property  of  indiriduauv 
as  much  a  subject  of  reprisal  as  the  property^ 
the  anreaaiDg  nationj  Du^  aa  (he  natin  v  *« 
immediate  agnrt  in-the  wrong*,  ibe  individual  wbo 
iiaaWiaa  «■  i^ury  theraby,  baeeaoea  anttded  to  re 
ewpeaic  frwa  his  naAOUo  The  MtMa  vaMB 
cemantk  the  wvongv  br  p»acce%  viU  nUliBit*' 
If  snetain  ihts  kws.  HeMe,  iit  ('be  ptecent 
the  imkocentanduusttspecrtiiiq;  victims  etf"  the 
ed  Slste^  have  received  Fosses  from  theh'***' 
a^ressimu  ef  Chvat  Britite,  and  the  qnatiMi  ^. 
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■hxlier  th«f  thaU  flaftUf  smtsin  those  losses, 
wiUumt  anjr  tAmr  t^aJm  joi  .indnmitifturioa  mnn 
,tlM  GoTwamuik  of  the  United  StatM?  Or.wbe* 
ther  tlw  losaes  Aall  be  tmaifimed  to  Britidk  «^ 
jecta^  who  will  thereby  poaMM  the  dewMM  ebim 
ioT  TBcompeBse,  firem  tiie  Btitish  Goremnentl 
He  thought  the  laws  of  Oed,  the  kws  of  mamlitv, 
the  laws  of  naiKMi,  the  Lavs  of  Nattcos,  wtwfd 
aUpKUounoe  thatiheBntishQoTenuneBtjWfaidi 
iuA  done  the  wroiis,  «hottkl  e^Md  the  leoom- 
penee* 

Mr-  G.  «id,  that,  if  «he  Iobmb  were  to  be  nhi- 
mately  borne  by  the  iadividaal  subjects  ai  Cheat 
Bntato,  Uie  »audy  mMiUecemtobeahanhone] 
but,  even  in  that  caee,  Uie  only  alteniattTea  left  lo 
the  United  States  would  he  to  say,  whether  their 
awn  eitiMBs,  to  whom  they  faare  promised  pro- 
tection, dw«ld  fiwiUy  sustain  the  kMsee,  or  the 
British  oubiieets,  to  whom  they  have  pramised 
ao  nmecUea.  Bkt  the  steoatien  of  the  indivi- 
doalL  who  may  he  the  snIiJectB  of  reprisal,  is 
greatly  meliooatad,  by  the  eetideration  of  thehr 
yttt  chum  to  reeompease  hva  their  own  Oorvaen- 
floent;  which  he  had  no  doMibt  bnt  they  weald  nl- 
tiflutely  dbuin,  if  (hey  ware  pot  into  a  sttoatieii 
to  demand  it}  h«t  if  uiey  shwKld  aUiaately  be 
denied  jnotioe,  it  would  beaeansotatiMi  toicncct, 
that  itims  the  iiuwciceof  tbairamCtoTemment, 
not  of  the  United  States. 

He  obeerred,  that  a  leprisal,  in  the  way  pro- 
{Hwed,  ttood  uplciD  the  samcMOuadasthe  inrasion 
«f  the  mcoperty,  in  every  «taer -ease  and  was 
jwtified  upw  the  aame  .priaeipte,  to  w^:  Self- 
preaervatioB.  He  peenuncd,  if  there  cxiated  an 
acknAwMged  state  of  war,  ktaers  of  marque  and 
c^Hisai,  commissiDU  to  pnvataers^  wauld  he 
dewaed  .jeatifiaUe  and  ecuedieat,  and  that  no  dis- 
crieuoation  wenld  be  made  httweett  the  propwty 
nt  indindnalatmd  the  Mopeity  of  4he  natien ;  yet, 
Ae  iwfwon  of  die  ri^te  of  pn^erty  in  that  caae. ; 
wanM  he  as  palnablcv  asi»  thei]aaa>ef  die  rcprinl 
peofeeed,  with  this  anmantion?  that,  in  that  ease, 
the  iodtTi^al  tmirlaSiag  the  loss  wooU  not  be 
««lttfed  taokimale  feeoapenaefrom  the  Ooveimr 
■lent— 4tt  the  ease  ptopoaed  he  weaU  be  entitled 
to  ne<wpeBae.  He  ohserved,  ^t  the  British  nar 
tieo  had  not  diecoveaed  this  delicate  diserimiaa> 
tkm  bctareea  national  and  uadindaal  {voperty,  in 
their  late  inetmcuons  giraa  to  tiuir  privateers 
and  ships  «f  war.  althanoi  they  had  sostMned  ao 
WKO^  aid  lie  taoofht  their  oonduet  an  exanqile 
in  poHkt  sin  the  United  Slates,  wJw  had  reseired 
the  iqiwrv,  a«d  oemmiMed  muie. 

A  gaouenan  [I^  Sum,  of  Soudi  Oarotiaa] 
yesmay,  attmaptai  to  make  a  distiitction  be- 
Canaa  Teaealaat  eoa,  aad  other  property ;  ahhoash 
heaahMvhMlBtd  wat^at  the  ftiat  htrnhf  he  oo^ 
dieoen  so  diaonotiBa  m  priacij^e. 

Mr.  CL  amd,  that  ereryepeoies  of  property  etoad 
en  (be  aaoie  princi^e-nlhe  pnemsae  made  oy  the 
QovauBMttt  to  afiord  ptotceciDn  to  all  fKopoMy-* 
the  aame  rights  are  attached  to  erery  species  of 
property}  and  the  Oorenunent  is  hoood  to  tiSoti 
an  equal  secofity  to  alL  A  sentence  read  yester- 
day,  by  a  aentlMaan,  {Mr.  B.  SmivbJ  bem  a  vffb> 
latcqim  tta  UmM  Nattou^eleanqrahwin  the 
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tkdu  of  a  nation  to  make  reprisal  apmi  alt  the 
effects  of  individuak  <tf  an  aggreaang  nation  ia- 
;  diaomniaately,  except  stock  m  dw  pabtic  finda  ; 
iriiich  has  been  exempted,  under  ue  idea  of  fee 
being'  a  pledge  in  the  naads  of  Oorcrmnent ;  tbe 
wituioldiBC  of  which  would  be  a  breadi  of  pub- 
lic fiiiih.  He  beliered  that  the  practice  and  policy 
of  some  aatioiw  might  have  given  rise  to  thu  di»- 
tineUon,  bnt  he  doubted  whether  the  practice  had 
been  uniform  and  universal,  and  be  was  clear  that 
there  was  no  rational  distiactiott  in  oriaeiple. 
The  idea  that  the  poUic  funds  are  a  pledge  in  the 
hands  of  Qovemment,  and  cntght  Dot,-therefenLto 
be  touched,  is  equally  andicable  to  every  other 
species  of  propetty.  in  the  case  of  contracts  be- 
tween indiTidaals,  the  Government  {fuaraaiees 
the  perfiM-maace  won  the  refusal  of  one  party  eo 
pay,  or  cemi^y.  In  the  case  of  lands  or  petaonal 
chattels,  the  GaTcmmcakt  gaawmtofn  the  exda- 
«ve  «Bjflyment  to  the  wopeieter;  k  would  be 
equally  a  violacion  of  6ith,  for  the  Govemmcat 
to  dray  iu  ofalijption  in  the  oae  oaa^  as  in  ^ 
et^,  and  nethmg  could  jvstify  aa  invanon  of  die 
righU  of  property,  in  say  ease,  but  self-pMsem- 
tioo— theArstofall  righ^and  the  highest  of  all 
duties. 

He  pesitivdy  denied  that  my  ptc-emineacc  was 
dne  to  one  speoea  of  |H«»erty  over  another.  He 
said,  however,  that  thu  dwcusBie«-was  net  imone- 
dtately  neoeesary,  as  the  resolation  under  oonal- 
desatiottdid  notemhraee  the  steek  in  the  funds 
«f  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Q.  ebserred,  that  it  had  been  said,  and  re- 
peated in  the  Committer,  that  the  proposed  raea> 
waxe  was  war.  He  dcaied  that  die  memuae  in 
iisdf  was  war,  or  that  it  fur nidied  «  just  eanae  of 
war.  He  bdiered,  however,  dmt  it  was  problem- 
atical whether  it  would  evaatualc  in  peace  or 
wm;  indeed,  be  remarked, that  tbeeriabofa&in 
is  already  sneh,  t^t,  whether  the  measwe  he 
adopted  or  not,«ie  viewad  war  as  a  probddeenMt, 
peace  as  a  poasiUe  event;  but  the  paiat  he  con* 
tended  forwas.cbat  if  the  aggvesnons  towards  (he 
United  Staaes  be  soficiaot  to  iaatifr  Tcjniaal,  the 
ezeecise  of  the  li^t  does  aot  fanuMi  a  just  euwe 
a/ war.  The  exerdse  of  a  eight  by  oae  nat&aa 
can  never  imrelve  the  abauid  consequeaoevf  giving 
another  untion  die  to  exercise «  wrong.  He 
said.  <hat^tlaaaan  on  onecide  of  this  question 
seemed  to  act  upon  an  imaginary,  instead  of  the 
real,  state  of  tbiags.  He  ms  not,  themfor& 
astcoidied  at  heanng  the  Oemmittee  eaationed 
agakut  the  TioUtion  of  neatrality.  He  did  nat 
ooBceive  that  the  preseotatate  of  things  betwaaa 
the  United  atatea  and  Geeat  Britain  woaldjoidiy 
the  use  of  the  term  neutnUty.  Nevtraltty  is  a 
«Bim  wed  taeignifyihe  relation  in  wUeh  tw»  nap 
tionsatand  towards  each  other.  Nenttalitythmwi- 
fore  Mqnires  parties-wither  party  may  destroy 
the  relation  between  the  parties.  It  therefore 
peered  absurd  to  ham  to  say  diatGrsat  Britain 
was  w  a  state  of  depvedatien  and  war  towards  the 
United  States,  and  the  United  States  in  a  state  of 
naitmlity  towards  Great  Britain.  It  has  been 
said,  th»t  the  United  States  have  aat  abradeaed 
their  neatnUty;  (Usiittae,batiCHao«vi«nMa 


♦ 


Digitized  by 


447 


ffiSTOBT  OF  CONaiEHI. 


d48 


H.orHO 


[HAftOBjlTH. 


that  neuliality  exists.  Great  Britain  baa  abaa- 
doned  it  for  them. 

He  said,  however,  that  this  was  disrrnrding 
du  sdwtance  and  entering  into  a  mere  cavu  aboat 
Barnes.  It  was  not  matenal,  in  his  opinion,  what 
name  ought  to  be  given  to  the  existiiw  relation  of 
things  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Bri- 
tain. Whether  it  was  called  a  state  of  peace,  a 
state  of  war,  a  state  of  neutrality,  a  state  of  rejprt- 
aal,  a  state  m  retortion,  or  a  ataie  of  very  unciTil 
tfOMttct  oa  the  part  ol  Qraat  Britain.  Nor  did  he 
«MMeiTe  il  aalerial  to  ascertain  whether  there 
ware  any  iutarmediate  stage  between  a  stata  of 
peteeandastatei^war,  or  imriiicb  state  the  de- 
predations of  Great  Britain  should  technieally  be 
dasaed ;  but  one  thing  was  eertaia  and  material— 
that  the  United  States  had  snstaiaed  substantial 
wroius,  which  required  a  substantial  remedy. 
Geatlenen  who  hare  regarded  aanea  and  disre- 
garded Mbstanees  hare  also  beea  extremely  alarsa- 
«d  at  the  idea  of  a  diseriminatioo  of  conduct  Inr 
the  United  States  towards  foreign  natioos.  A 
gentleman  ^Mr.  Bocmmvt]  ofaserved  yesterday, 
that  the  Uuted  States  had  sastained  injuries  from 
France  and  Spain  as  weU  as  Great  Britain,  and 
asked  why  there  should  be  any  discrimination  in 
thtir  hjot  1  Mr.  G.  said  he  was  extremely  hurt 
that  the  eoBdoct  of  Fruice  should  be  so  unneces- 
sarily and  anAMMMtvnely  anaigaed  in  that  Hwse. 
Ha  snhoiitted  it  to  the  geiUleme*  ta  say,  if  the 
United  States  should  be  Hnifalled  to  enie*  into 
the  war,  which  was  at  this  moment  not  an  in- 
ptobaUe  event,  ^y  then  it  would  be  wise  to  irri* 
mie  the  only  nation  in  the  world  who  could  afibcd 
theaa  any  substaBtial  assistance?  He  said  that 
this  eoadaet  was  the  less  justifiable,  from  the  re- 
coUeetnn  that  the  conduct  of  France  was  the  re- 
snlt  of  necessity,  and  that  there  was  eTCry  reason 
to  ooftoludc  that  the  conduct  of  that  nation  would 
be  explained  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  But  a  con- 
sideratim  mealiooed  by  a  geatleman  [Mr.  Smith, 
of  MarylandJ  yesterday,  was  a  conclusire  an- 
swer—the United  States  owe  to  France  a  peeu- 
niary  obUntion,  as  well  as  one  of  a  more  sacred 
nature.  Tlus  is  at  all  times  sufficient  for  their 
iadaaniftoation.  With  respect  to  Spain,  if  the 
geoileman  vooU  ahow  the  injury  suirtaincd,  and 
point  out  a  fund  Jior  indemnineatiMi,  Mr.  G.  de* 
abwed  he  would  not  hesitate  a  moment  to  mpfif  it 
•a  that  obieet. 

Btrt  win  the  geiuleman  conclude,  that  because 
one  nation  has  injured  us,  in  a  degree  against 
which  we  have  no  redress,  that  ther^ore  we  shall 
not  indemnify  ourselves  from  a  naticm  Whtoh  has 
itgared  us  in  the  extreme,  and  against  which  we : 
have  the  most  ample  redress  t 

He  believed  the  geittleman's  coolness,  his  wis- 
dosn,  and  his  deiibemdon,  could  not  pouiUy  lead 
him  to  such  a  result.  With  respect  to  discrimi- 
aatifw  in  the  conduct  of  the  United  States  towards 
Cmign  nations,  it  necessarilv  grew  out  of  the 
eharacter  of  the  ocnduct  of  other  nations  towards 
the  Uiuled  States.  Some  oeatlemen  appeared,  to 
Ubb  to  have  earrnd  their  ideas  upon  this  subject 
10  the  moat  (aneiAil  afaaurditieB.  To  keep  France 
onlflf  die  eompanson,  let  thiaindiaariminjMe  con- 


duct, so  much  applauded,  be  applied  to  Oresl 
Britain  and  Holland.  Great  Britam  destroy >  ow 
trade,  plunders  our  property,  and,  to  her  injorin, 
adds  insult  and  contempt.  H(^and,  engaged  b 
the  same  cause,  fosters  our  tmde,  and  respects  u 
as  a  nation.  Under  these  eircarastaDces,  do  gat- 
tlemen  contend  tint  an  indiscriminate  conduct  it 
due  to  Great  Britain  and  to  Holland  7  Or  do  they 
mean  to  carry  this  delicate  indiscriminate  cottdoet 
so  lar  as  to  refuse  to  themselves  all  redress  froai 
one  nation,  because  they  would  wish  to  deal  «t 
the  same  conduct  to  all  others^  whether  they  had 
oAnded  or  not?  He  said,  that  disemunatiaa 
was  stamped  la  the  frmt  of  the  emidiiet  ot  tomfi 
nations  towards  us,  and  to  make  an  indtserimiosie 
return  would  be  the  worst  and  most  unjust  of  tU 
discriminations.  He  hoped  gentlemen  wndd  pu- 
don  hiui,  but  he  could  not  help  thinkiiijg^thtt  tkey 
had  carried  their  ideas  upon  this  subject  to  tht 
most  fanciful  absurdities.  A  genrlemaa  \Vb. 
Smith,  of  South  CarolinaJ  yesterday  remsAed, 
that  of  late  the  condition  of  war  bad  been  modi 
amMiorated  as  it  retards  the  tights  of  propotf, 
and  he  thought  the  amelioration  ought  to  be  ei- 
teuded  rather  than  abridged.  Mr.  G.  declared, 
that  he  heartily  joined  him  in  his  wishes  tbat  dw 
conditioo  of  war  would  ere  long  be  amelioiatsi 
both  as  it  regards  property  and  persons.  He  hem 
that  mankioa  would  soon  learn  m«e  wisdna  tun 
to  butcher  each  other  far  die  amnsement  or  se- 
curity of  the  privil^redovderaof  ihewwid.  Vvm 
tbat  sooree  he  bebered  aU  wan  araae,  ni^^^ 
the  cause  was  banished  frana  the  carA,  be  ftam 
the  fatal  effects  resulting  from  it  would  contuse 
to  exist  *He  declared,  that  he  ahoold  view  the 
banishment  of  the  privileged  orders  from  tw 
world  as  the  surest  hiurbiiwer  of  the  approach  ei 
the  Millttium.  But  this  is  not  the  happy  penod 
of  the  world;  for,  ahhongh  the  United  States  ve 
free  from  this  pest  of  the  human  qwcies  in  thw 
internal  o^[aiiiaati(Hi,  yet  the  evils  they  H"* 
moment  experience  arise  Iram  their  external  u- 
terooune  w«h  that  part  of  the  world  which  a  h* 
fortunate.  The  attack  made  <mi  the  United  Sni^ 
at  this  DMment,  is  an  attack  um«  prtysftf:  " 
there  should  be  a  war  between  uie  Uailad 

and  Great  Britain,  it  will  be  a  itar  of  f^iV^V- 
Unless  there  skeald  be  a  apeeicB  of  madness  intM 

nation  not  to  be  caknlated  upon,  they  eaanot  aw 
of  invaaian  and  subjugation.  It  is  known  that  **' 
United  States  cannot  make  an  attack  npcA 
Britain,  and  territory  «id  conquest  with  ^^^'Z 
no  objects.  Hence  the  war  wiH  be 
depredatirais  upon  noperty.   This  i>  »f  "I?. 
dishoootaUe  species  of  warjare,  and  thereAn* 
more  to  be  regretted.   There  is  this  obvious  «J 
tinction,  however,  between  Ax  United  o^'^JS 
Great  Britain.    With  Great  Britain,  at  ^ 
the  wivHeged  orders,  it  is  matter  of  chowe;  in 
the  United  States,  it  is  matter  of  comp<i»o°\i!! 
United  States  despise  this  mode  of  warfare  ( 
covet  not  the  moperty  of  any  nation  ^P°^^l2 
but  self-preeervauon  demands  it  .  They  ^^^^ 
the  strong  hand  of  a  powerAil  nation,  °5fP^ 
their  rights,  and  regardless  of  imtiee.  ia  *^^Zg 
of  thiaga,  ti^en  as  bat  liHlb  hope  of  «o«i>f**^ 
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tlw  sacred  tics  of  property;  far,  in  the  examine  of 
Cheat  Britain,  her  late  conduct  can  fumish  no 
consolation  for  these  dworetic  apecnJalimis!  and 
however  the  United  States  m^ht  be  inclined  to 
jMsctiM  Qpon  them^  yet  the  British  dei^edatiotts 
will  forUa  them— for  sabmisnon  will  be  an.  iBvi- 
lation  to  new  acts  of  anfression.  He  most  ar- 
denUy  wi^ed  the  state  of  things  were  otherwise; 
but,  raposed  to  these  incoDTeniences,  the  most 
effeetou  means  ong^t  to  be  adopted  for  their  re- 
statuice. 

Mr.  G.  iwoceeded  to  obserre,  that  haTinff  shown 
the  right  reprisal  to  be  conformable  to  the  Laws 
of  Nations,  and  clearly  justified  by  the  existing 
relation  of  things  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  he  would  now  sulxnit  a  few  re- 
marks upon  the  policy  of  exercising  the  right  at 
thu  time.  Under  the  existing  circumstances  of 
the  United  States,  he  thonriit  the  policy  of  the 
measnie  was  recommended  fay  the  clearest  and 
moat  oAlTiovsjprucinles.  The  relation  of  things 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  Is 
such  as  to  demand  a  final  and  uneqairoeal  expla- 
nation, iriiether  the  proposed  measnre  be  adopted 
or  noc  In  all  parta  « tbia  Committee,  in  all  parts 
of  the  United  Slates,  a  defimtiTe  exidanatitm  is 
emIJed  for.  The  present  state  of  things  between 
the  two  nations  cannot  long  exist. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  tone  of  language  to  be 
nacd  by  the  Umted  States  wilt  be  adjusted  to  the 
natare  of  die  injuries  they  hare  sustained.  Ac- 
qoieacenee  and  sabmission  are  no  longer  recom- 
Btended.  Hmce,  matters  are  already  reduced  to 
extremities,  and  all  the  irritations  already  exist 
which  can  grow  out  of  an  extreme  state  of  things. 
The  proposed  measure  can  add  nothing  to  these 
irritations.  The  question  tha«fore  appears  to  be 
tadoeed  to  thi^-whether,  in  demanding  an  ex- 
plaiiation  and  attempting  n^tiatim,  we  diall  use 
all  Uie  meuis  in  our  power  to  emnpel  a  fhrorable 
iarae?  Or  whether  we  riiall  tamely  supplicate 
tM  justice,  and  suffer  the  most  effectual  means  of 
compulsion  to  elude  our  grasp?  He  did  not  mean 
here  to  reeapilnlate  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain 
towards  us ;  ne  hoped  it  was  snffieiatly  impressed 
iqwD  the  mind  a(  every  gentleman  in  the  Com- 
mittee }  bat,  after  the  recent  experience  of  her : 
coDdoct,  it  would  be  madness,  it  would  be  folly,  to 
address  oor  comidaints  to  her  justice  or  modera- 
tioB.  He  thought  it  would  be  wise  to  lay  hold  of 
erery  thing  in  our  power,  and  hold  it  as  a  t^edge 
for  her  gOM  behanour.  This  measure  would  pat 
as  in  ^e  best  possible  dtnation  for  negotiation.  It 
WDidd  aadiorize  an  appeal  to  her  interest,  which 
Ae  eonM  not  resist.  He  b^;ed  the  Coinmittee 
10  tefleet  upon  die  argument  miich  had  been  used 
here,  to  jwcTent  a  late  measnre  whidi  had  been 
adopted,  and  iHiieh  had  been  renewed  upon  the 
picaent  resolution,  that  a  great  Talue  in  pntpatf, 
oekMDgiii^  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  was 
in  die  power  o(  the  British,  and  that  any  counter- 
aetfaig  measures  would  i^ee  it  in  extreme  hazard. 

seemed  to  him  to  hare  been  the  most  pre- 
Tailing  ai^foment  which  had  been  urffed,  and  for 
aonie  time  waa  irresistible.  If,  dien,  the  argument 
dball  have  hem  ap|died  witti  wb  modi  finee  her^ 
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with  how  much  more  force  will  it  be  applied  in 
Great  Britain,  when  they  find  that  the  jwoperty  of 
the  indiTiduals  of  that  nation  is  |daeed  m  jeopudy 
here,  and  that  it  greatly  exceeds  in  raue  m 
whole  of  the  property  which  they  hare  infiimoasty 
detained  and  condemnedl  Besiaes,if,  in  the  event 
of  a  war,  it  should  be  a  war  of  property^  as  is 
every  where  contemplated,  Ch-eat  Britain  wUl  find 
that  the  war  will  be  commmced  upon  very  trae- 
quiU  terms.  Viewing  this  measure,  therefore,  as 
to  its  probable  tendency  to  peace  or  war,  he 
thought  the  probability  greatly  in  favor  of  its  pro- 
ducing peace.  When  Great  Britain  shall  find  that 
she  is  entering  into  a  contest  upon  unequal  terms, 
when  she  shul  find  that  it  may  termmate  in  a 
permaQent  loss  of  the  advantages  of  her  commerce 
with  the  United  States,  when  she  shall  see  before 
her  a  precipice,  into  which  if  she  should  once 
enter  she  never  can  return,  she  would  pause  befm 
she  acted,  she  would  take  time  to  eouut  the  pro- 
bable loss  and  gain,  and  peace  would  be  the 
liUe  consequence  of  such  deUbeiate  calculations. 
This  measure  will  convince  Great  Kritain  that  the 
United  States  possess  a  knowledge  of  their  rights, 
a  confidence  in  their  ability,  and  a  determination 
in  their  disposition  to  assert  and  8upp<At  them. 

A  gentleman  [Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Caroliniul 
observed  yestenuty,  that  a  pacific  system  would 
probably  attach  the  people  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
United  States,  and  detach  them  from  their  own 
Government.  The  gentleman  ought  to  recollect, 
that  a  pusillanimous  conda:-!  will  not.  It  is  with 
nations  as  it  is  with  individuals — to  be  respected 
by  others,  they  should  respect  themselves.  The 
same  gentleman  remarked,  that  a  change  of  BCin* 
istry  mi^t  be  expected,  and  advised  waiting  for 
the  event.  The  idea  is  as  undignified  as  it  is 
chimericaL 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  knew  noting  of  the  changeof  die 
Ministry — the  imnci]rie  was  tmknown  here.  The 
people  here  were  their  own  Governors.  It  was 
immaterUl  to  them  who  the  Minister  was.  Even 
in  the  country  where  the  people  were  less  fortu- 
nate, where  Ministers  govon,  a  change  of  Minis- 
ters never  produced  any  solid  advantage  to  the 
nation.  It  was  merely  an  expedient  of  the  mo- 
ment, to  smother  a  popular  clamor.  But,  even 
proceeding  upon  the  gentleman'shypothesis,  which 
nfr.  G.'  thought  whoUy  inadmissible,  he  submitted 
to  the  gentleman  to  determine,  whether  a  positive 
submission  by  foreigners  to  the  avaricious  reguU- 
tioQs  of  a  Minister,  be  the  most  likely  mean  to 
render  him  unpopular  at  home  1  On  the  other 
hand,  whether  it  was  not  the  most  effectual  mean 
I  of  preservin^his  popularity,  and  of  keeping  him 
in  ofliee?  He  prestuned  the  people  at  norae 
woidd  never  eomidain  of  iqjuries  abroad^  if  those 
who  sustained  them  rdbsed  to  cinnidam.  It  is 
but  by  resistance,  and  throwing  the  burden  upon 
the  people  of  England,  that  they  can  be  brought 
to  complain.  But,  is  eases  o(  such  extremities  aa 
the  present,  all  appods  to  the  people  of  Eulaod 
are  futile  and  degrading.  Our  only  resource  should 
be  in  our  own  exertions.  They  would  be  abun- 
dantly snfficieot,  if  we  could  oe  brought  to  be- 
fieveit. 
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Mr.  G.  remarked,  tbat  the  peodc  of  Ireland  had 
lately  aiSorded  an  instructing  lesson  Ujpon  this 
point.  They  had  arms  in  their  hands  for  the  pur- 
pose of  asserting  their  ri^ts ;  under  the  idea  of 
acquiescence  and  Robmission  they  had  surrendered 
th,em  to  the  Government;  perhaps,  ander  the  ex- 
pectation of  a  change  of  Ministry.  Did  this  act 
of  submission  render  them  more  respectable  in  the 
eyes  of  the  people  of  England  1  Did  it  encour- 
age the  hopes  of  those  who  wished  the  establish- 
ment of  CloTenuaent  upon  the  principle  of  equal 
rights  1  Did  it  not  liret  the  cbams  upon  the  6eo- 
.pie  ot  Sn^and  1  Dtid  it  iwuter  the  people  oflre- 
uund  nuve  respectabk  Jji  the  eyes  of  the  pecqtle 
of  the  United  States?  To  these  westioas  it  was 
unnecessary  to  give  an  answer.  The  people  of 
Ireland  reaped  the  usual  merits  of  submission — 
imposition  and  insult. 

There  was  another  consideration  strongly  in  la- 
T(ir  of  the  policy  of  the  proposed  mieasure.  Ap- 
jiUcatioiis  have  been  already  made  from  different 
jiarts  of  the  United  States  by  the  immediate  suffer- 
ers from  the  British  denredatioos,  for  an  indemnifi- 
cation of  their  Irases.  These  applications  wiU,  pro- 
bably, be  increased,  repeated,  and  contintwd ;  the 
agricultural  and  other  interests  of  the  United 
States  wjlt,  probably,  never  consent  to  equalize 
tills  harden.  The  claims  of  the  sufferers  upon 
the  Qovenuaent  wIU  gain  additional  weu^t,  un- 
less this  fund  ^ould  &  offered  to  them  for  their 
indemnification.  This  is  the  obvious,  the  natu- 
ral and  the  riglufal  fund  for  their'  indemnifica- 
tion i  and  he  thought  it  was,  at  least,  the  duty  of 
the  Qoyenunent  to  iwld  it  as  a  pledge  for  their 
^Urky.  If  this  measure  should  not  now  be  adopt- 
ed, the  refusal  will  lav  a  foundation  for  further 
jMwties  in  the  United  States,  which  may  ultimate- 
ly have  a  serious  effect  upon  the  Qovemment. 

An  objection,  of  a  very  delicate  and  influeotial 
nature,  Aae  been  made  to  the  proposed  measure, 
whiol^  required  some  consideration-  That  it  would 
affeot  the  character  and  credit  of  the  Oovernment. 
Be  had  viewed  this  objection  wijth  the  most  deli- 
.beratc  attention,  and  felt  the  whole  force  of  its 
impoung  delicacy;  but  was  at  length  perfectly 
satisfied  that  it  was  unfounded.  This  objection 
icelates  ffther  to  the  right  than  the  policy  of  the 
United  States  to  adoot  the  meaaure.  If  the  Unit- 

ei  S^Usi  possKses  tae  right  of  reuisal  upon  an 
onest  and  sound  interpretation  of  the  Iaws  of 
Nations ;  If  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  towvds 
the  United  States  be  sufficient  to  justify  the  ex- 
cess of  the  vtgh^  he  believed  the  policy  of  exer- 
cising the  xi^t  cuild  never  tarnicdi  the  American 
character,  nor  lessen  the  wedit  of  American  citi- 
zens hereafter.  The  Woi^  of  Nations,  as  well  as 
individuals,  will  easilv  see,  that  it  was  a  measure 
of  compulsion, not  or  choice;  that,  although  the 
United  States  believed,  they  regretted  the  neces- 
sity; that  they  were  not  the  authors  of  the  origi- 
nal wrongs;  that  they  had  borne  them  with  pa^ 
tience^  haio  used  their  endeavors  to  prevent  the 
commiaaioaof  them;  and  that,  when  these  wrongs 
were  committed  and  repeated,  the  Xbited  States 
possessed  no  other  means  of  redresv 
Under  fliesc  eiremutanee^  in  the  exercise  pf  a 


anbsuntial  ri|^t,  he  did  not  believe  (beie  caiU 
flow,  any  cwsequentjal  wiMg. 

The  nwtive  would  he  looked  at,  and  it  would 
furnish  a  complete  exonerati(mfircniblaine,«hilii 
the  original  ugressors  would  become  jaall^it- 
sponsible  for  authe  consequences. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  could  not  sit  down  without  imk- 
ing  s<mie  remarks  upon  the  fruits  of  the  coodoei 
heretofore  observed  by  the  United  Stales.  The 
most  pacific  system  has  heretofore  marked 
character  of  the  Government.  AH  Americahx^ 
upon  the  late  proclamatjpn  of  neutrality  as  scon- 
petent  guarantee  <or  peace.  He  had  no  doubt  bqi 
that  it  was  dictated  the  purest  noud  for  pcset- 
But  what  have  been  the  fiwts  of  it?  Heddiut 
mean  to  condemn  the  ooaduet  of  the  Execoti?^ 
Perhaps  it  was  suggested  by  the  thai  exia^[ 
state  of  things.  He  only  intended  to  show,  that  it 
had  not  met  with  the  return  it  meutedjaof  vlufli 
was  reasonably  eypectad  &am  it. 

It  has  not  produced  peace.  A  r^rd  for  pwe 
has  been  construed  into  a  fear  of  war.  A  wait- 
ance  of  the  feelings  of  the  people  for  the  e«we  of 
France  has  been  apfUatable  food  for  British  a^o- 
g^nce  and  presumption.  Submiasiw  id  mgiv- 
sion  has  invited  newaggressitmaj  awealBf()rjo> 
tice  have  been  deemed  testimonies  91  debility,  (iU 
at  length  the  United  States,  aftw  having  bees 
stripped  of  theu  citizens  and  property,  are  vfM 
the  ere  of  a  war,  beeause  they  have  not  lefom 
their  rights  at  an  earlier  period.  If  ihis  cenihiet 
should  have  been  heretofore  wise  and  pacific,  ex- 
perience has  taught  us  that  it  is  no  longer  so ;  w- 
thinc  can  be  ex|weted  from  the  justice,  the  boBffi 
or  the  moderation  of  a  Court,  which  has  fiaxm 
itself  equally  a  stmigec  to  then  all ;  but,  beM* 
such  a  tcibuQal,  aoqutescence  will  beget  ijijiKitf, 
injuries  will  \f^et  insutta,  and  insults  will  btgit 
contempt,  d^ndatioa,  and  w«r. 

Mr.  SwiPT  remarkeid  that,  w  the  first  viev  of 
the  subject,  he  had  been  inclined  to  iaroi  tbe  fiio- 
position,  not  hviw.  attended  miniitdy  to  tbe  du- 
tinction  made  by  the  Laws  of  Nations  respeciuf 
the  property  of  an  esiemy  liable  to  repriail;  m 
on  a  full  investigation  of  the  subject,  and  mstiin 
deliberation,  he  was  convinced  that  tlu  pronositKip 
under  considemtitw  would  he  a  direct  and 
fest  vii^a^  of  the  L«m  of  Nfttions;  he 
therefore,  clearly  and  decidedly  (Wpwd 
adoption.  Qenttemfln  have  said  much  Eeapectiiw 
the  insults  and  the  injurie*  iriiioh  we  have  reoet^ 
ed  from  the  British  natiott.;  but  Mr.  8.  eoaeeiiH 
it  to  be  unnecessary  thnt  ^wtlemen  should  d^ 
scribe  their  iasolts  and  iiguxies  in  the  higw 
colors  to  inflame  our  nassions,  and  to  animate  ov 
resentment.  He  beUeved  that  every  genUwM 
in  the  Committee  deeply  felt  the  iadiffuty  wua 
had  been  offered  to  meir  country,  and  WW  VKir 
vinced  that  Great  Britain  bad  been  guilty  «  * 
violation  of  the  L^ws  of  Nations;  bat,  under  sou 
circumstances,  it  was  our  duty  to  conduct  wij* 
coolnesS}  candor,  and  modMaliqiu  He  thoiw>t 
that  the  heat  and  passion  which  had  been  aM* 
fested  in  the  course  of  the  debate  were 
ent  with  that  dwnity  and  propriety  which  o«|V 
tamazkthe  deliberations  of  thn  Uiigiirl>tii»- 
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Ur.  S-  observed,  that  the  conduct  of  the  Bntiah 
Court  in  regard  to  their  cooo^ine  in  such  a  sin- 
gular maimer  the  order  of  the  6t£  of  November, 
and  the  equirocal  terms  in  which  it  was  express- 
ed, was  greatlj  to  their  dishonor.  But  he-thought 
that  the  words,  legal  adjudication,  would  fairly 
admit  of  a  construction  that  no  American  vessel 
ihat  shonld  be  taken  pursuant  to  that  order,  could 
be  liable  to  be  condemned,  unless  warranto!  by 
the  Unn  of  Nations.  Tnere  was  reason  to  ap- 
gehend  that,  such  was  the  intentiim  of  the.British 
Ubiotti  and  that  the  Courts  of  Adminl^  in  the 
West  Indie^  in  their  ctmdemnations,  had  exceed- 
ed their  jurisdiction,  and  contradicted  the  design 
of  the  Court  ofLondon.  Recent  intelligence  con- 
firmed the  idea.  -J^o  infmnation  of  t&Bue  illegal 
transactions  had  yet  been  communieatBd  io  .them. 
It  was  possible  that  when  that  Conrt  were  nude 
acquainted  with  the  injuries  we  had  sustained 


they  would  award  restitution  or  compensa- 
tion. Mr.  S.  remarked  that,  by  the  Laws  of  Na- 
tioa^  no  nation  had  a  right  to  nuke  reprisal  for 
any  lojarv  till  all  other  means  of  obtaining  justice 
had&iW;  that  it  was  out  duty  in  the  first  place 
to  represent  to  the  Court  of  Qreat  Britain,  the 
wliatiaas  that  had  been  made  on  our  coounerce 
bytheill^galcondemnationoi'ourTessels;  that,  till 
ve  had  dnie  this,  the  Laws  of  Nations  would  not; 
*unnt  V  to  nuke  reprisals  on  the  ^pods  and- 
efieets  of  the  British  natioo.  That  there  was  a 
posaibUity  of  obtainii^  a  satisfactory  explanation 
of  their  conduct  and  tepaiatioo  fiir  the  injuries 
we  bad  «d&ied.  It  was,  there£ne,  a  proper  wiA- 
ject  of  o^tiation.  But,  he  said,  if  that  nation 
wis  not  do  us  justice,  then  we  are  authorized  to 
nuke  reprisals. 

Mr.  8.  then  observed  that,  when  we  had  taken, 
wch  steps  as  would  authorize  reprisal,  we  should 
M  precluded  hy  the  Laws  of  Nations  trom  adopt-: 
IV  tlie  propesition  under  <;ansideration.  He  said 
uu  a  geatleman  iroait  Maryland  fMr.  mWomi] 
■■U  yesterday  asserted  that  Buriamaaid  was  thei 
^|(AnlhQr^  amoog  the  wiitexs  on  the  Laws  o£ 
jwou against  the  measure;  and  thaMhe  opin- 
ion of  Vatta  was  in  iaror  of  u.  Another  gentle- 
'xu  from  Maryland,  fMr.  auiTal  had  read  a 
I*>>*8e  from  Vattd,  wnich  he  etmsidered  as  ani 
!™o»ty  in  point,  to  justify  the  seizing  of  private 
bat  not  debts  aue  from  the  puuic.  But  it 
J^  geullemen  had  thoroughly  examined  KoOe^ 
*«y  would  have  found,  instead  of  his  being  an 
uihonty  in  their  fiiror,  he  had  in  the  most  direct 
nutintained  a  contrary  opinion.   He  then 
^  a  passage  from  Fatte^  that  showed  that  the 
Qects  of  an  enemy  in  a  country  at  the  time  of  a 
^cwatbn  of  war  cannot  be  seized,  but  that  the 
I?™*'  »  entitled  to  a  reasonable  time  to  xemove 
and  another  passage,  which  ei^ressly  de- 
that,  by  the  usage  and  custom  of  modem 
piuUc  and  private  debts,  are  irat  the  sub- 
W  of  reprisal  Mr.  S.  conceived  that  these  mlea 
founded  in  the  hiohest  wisdoo^;  that  al] 
were  etubacted  unoer  a  saaotion  of  publiq 
^  and  an  Dnderstanfing  that  a  war'shomd  net 
:  "Uer  th«mliaUe  to  seizDxe  or  confiscation  J  that 
^>)u>nl  obligation  existed  between  the  conitiact4 


ing  patties  for  the  payment  of  the  debts ;  and  that 
no  Government  coidd  ever  have  a  right  to  violate 
a  moral  obligation.  That,  therefore,  by  the  Law 
of  Nations  in  all  instances  where  property  comes 
into  the  possession  of  a  nation  by  a  confidence  re- 
posed in  their  honor  and  faith,  as  in  case  of  pub- 
lic or  private  debts,  such  property  can  never  be 
the  subject  of  reprisal  because  this  would  be  to 
authorize  a  breach  ofpublic  &ith';  but  reprisals 
are  alwajrs  to  be  made  on  projwrty  in  possession 
of  the  natiw  who  has  done  the  injury,  and  which 
may  be  taken  without  any  rioUUuHi  (H  those  pxin- 
ciples,  which  ought  to  be  held  sacred  in  time  of 
war. 

Mr.  S.  remarked,  that  it  had  been  suggested  that 
the  British  nation  nad  been  guilty  ofa  violation 
of  tlw  Laws  of  Nations  in  their  treatment  of  ua; 
and  that,  therefore,  we  were  not  bound  to  govern 
ourselves  by  that  law  in  our  conduct  towards 
tlum.  This  argument,  however  plausible,  he  said, 
would  not  bear  the  test  of  examination  ;  that  aB 
reprisals  were  justified  only  on  the  principle  th^ 
the  nation  on  whom  reprisal  is  made  has  been 
{^Ity  of  a  previous  violation  of  the  Laws  of  Na- 
tions. When  a  nation  disregards  that  general 
law  by  which  the  conduct  m  aU  independent 
communities  towards  each  other  is  to  be  regulated, 
the  same  law  pomts  out  the  mode  of  redress,  u 
there  has  been  ao  riolatioa  of  that  law,  there  can 
be  no  reprisal  If  there  has  been  a  violation,  Uiw 
the  reprisal  must  be  pursuant  to  the  law,  for  it  is 
the  bluest  absurdity  to  say,  that  because  there  has 
been  an  infraction  of  a  kw  which  authorizes  a 
certain  mode  of  redress,  that  we  may  pursue  a 
difierent  mode  of  redress  in  violation  of  the  law 
which  gives  us  the  right  This  would  be  at  onbe 
to  renounce  the  whole  system  of  the  Laws  of 
Nations,  and  throw  mankind  back  into  a  state  of 
savage  barbarity  and  ferocity. 

Mr.  S.  then  adverted  to  the  policy  of  the  mea- 
sure. He  said,  upon  a  &ir  calculation,  it  woiud 
be  found  that  the  adoption  of  the  proposition 
would  be  productive  of  far  greater  injury  to  this 
country  than  the  amount  of  the  losses  sustained 
by  our  citizens  in  consequence  of  th^  spoliations 
committed  upon  onr  conunerce.  It  is  evident  that 
tlUs  country,  even  admitting  diat  a  war  should 
ti^e  place,  would  wish  to  renew  their  commercial 
connexion  with  Greu  Britain.  But  if,  in  eon- 
tempt  of  the  Law  of  Nations,  we  seize  on  private 
debts,  we  shall  forever  forfeit  all  credit  ^  no  trust 
can  be  reposed  in  our  citizens,  and  no  faith  in  oqr 
Gfovemment.  No  foreign  merdiants  will  ever 
deal  on  credit  with  our  citizens,  from  a  well  guard- 
ed apprehensicMi  that,  in  case  of  a  war  between 
the  countries,  the  sacred  nature  of  private  con- 
tracts will  not  protect  them  against  the  hand  of  a 
Government  which  has  exhibited  the  example  of 
a  delibesate  violation  of  the  Laws  of  Nations. 
When  we  consider  the  immense  advantages  that 
can  be  derived  from  private  credit  and  nati(HUtl 
honor,  it  will  be  easy  to  imagine  the  infinite  mis- 
chief that  most  restut  from  a  disregard  ot  thoee 
prinei^es. 

Mr.  S.  objected  to  the  measure  m  the  gronnd 
that  he  eonndered  it  to  be  a  declaration  of  wars 
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and  he  did  not  think  that  the  circamstances  re* 
qoired  or  justified  our  taking  that  step.  He  said 
tnat  notwithstanding  the  unwammtame  proceed- 
ings of  the  British  nation ;  ret,  no  act  had  been 
done  by  the  British  Court  that  clearly  indicated 
an  intention  to  make  war  directly  upon  us,  or  that 
could  be  considered  as  direct  ana  intentional  war, 
though  we  might  consider  many  of  their  acts  as 
just  causes  of  m^ng  war  on  our  part. 

The  revocation  of  the  order  of  the  6th  of  No- 
rember,  the  new  instructions  of  the  8th  of  Janu- 
ary, and  the  explanation  given  to  the  merclu&nts 
'  of  London^  clearly  evidenced  that  a  war  mif^tbe 
avoided  with  that  nation.  While  there  was  the 
remotest  possibility  of  preserving  our  peace  we 
ought  not  to  do  an  act  which  might  endanger  a 
war.  While  then  the  conduct  of  the  British 
Cabinet  woald  admit  of  an  explanation,  while 
there  was  a  prospect  that  we  mi^t  obtain  by  ne- 
gotiation restitution  of  the  property  of  our  citi- 
zens or  compensation  for  the  losses  they  had  sus- 
tained, we  ought  to  pursue  that  mode ;  but  if  we 
proceeded  to  make  reprisals  by  adopting  an  ill^al 
measure,  it  must  cntaialy  be  deemed  a  declarar 
tion  war. 

The  omission  of  the  regular  means  obtaining 
satisfaction  b^  negotiation  and  an  unwarrantable 
mode  of  reprisal  would  certainly  be  just  causes  of 
war.  If  we  must  be  driven  into  a  war  it  would 
be  of  the  highest  advantage  to  us  to  conduct  it  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  convmce  the  people  of  Glreat 
Britain  that  we  sincerely  wished  to  avoid  it,  and 
that  the  unjust  and  illegal  proceeding  of  their 
own  Court  have  been  the  sole  cause  (u  the  war. 
In  such  case  we  have  reason  to  think,  that  so  great 
is  the  interest  of  that  nation  in  preserving  our 
commercial  connexion,  that  a  powerful  party  will 
be  formed  in  our  favor  to  oppose  the  injustice  of 
the  Government.  The  sentiments  of  the  people 
will  be  against  the  war,  and  the  Court  will  find  it 
extremely  diflficult  to  maintain  it  under  such  cir- 
cumstances. 

But  if,  without  demanding  an  explanation,  we 
]Hroceed  to  adopt  ruh,  vit^en^  and  unwarrantable 
measnres.  the  spirit  of  the  nation  will  rise  against 
us,  and  the  people  will  ioin  the  Court  in  prose- 
cuting a  war  which  will  t>e  then  deemed  just  and 
necessary. 

Mr.  8.  then  observed  that  we  ought  to  take  into 
eonsideration  the  present  situation  of  Europe; 
that  the  late  successes  of  the  Rreoch  nation  had 
materially  changed  the  political  prospect  It  was 
possible  that  these  successes  had  been  the  cause 
which  had  produced  an  alteration  in  the  views  of 
the  British  Court.  If  events  had  happened  which 
had  tendered  the  disposition  of  that  nation  less 
unfriendly  and  hostile,  we  ought  to  take  advantage 
of  that  circumstance,  and  not  do  any  thing  to 
check  the  j^rogress  of  that  farcnaUe  disposition. 
He  most  sincerely  hoped  that  these  successes 
wouU  convince  the  combined  Powers  of  ihe  im- 
possibility to  conquer  France,  and  produce  a  gen- 
er^pacincation. 

Wnile  such  were  the  prospects,  he  ardently 
wished  that  a  measure  repugnant  to  the  principles 
of  eommoa  honesty  and  common  justice  might 


[March,  1791 


be  rejected ;  and  he  hoped  that  no  gentienan  in 
the  Committee  would  vote  in  favor  a  piopaa- 
tion  which  would  fix  an  indeliUe  stigma  on  ov 
national  character. 

The  Committee  now  rose,  and  had  leave  toat 
again. 


MonnAT,  March  31. 

Mr.DExTBB,  from  the  committee  tonhmm 
referred  the  Message  of  the  PaBaiDEitT  or  m 
United  States,  ofthe  twenty-eij^th  instin^R- 
lative  to  the  execution  of  the  molve  hying  u 
embargo,  made  a reptNTtj  which  was  read:  wEen- 
upon, 

Ruolved  by  Ihe  Senate  and  Houk  of  S^prmnt- 
oHvesofthe  VhiUd^atat^  America  in  Oowrm  j 
astemmed,  That,  during  the  continuance  of  tlK 
present  embargo  no  registered  vessel,  hariof  <> 
board  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  tl- 
lowed  to  depart  from  one  port  of  the  United  Ststc^ 
to  any  other  port  within  the  same,  unless  the  mu- 
ter, owner,  consignee,  or  factor,  ^all  first  girt 
bond,  with  me  or  more  snretiesj  to  the  Colleeto 
of  the  district  from  wliich  is  about  to  deftrt, 
in  a  sum  of  double  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  m- 

So,  that  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchaadisfc 
liall  be  re-landed  in  some  port  o(  the  Vvim 
States :  which  bond,  and  also  a  celrtificate  tna 
the  Cmlector  of  the  district  where  the  same  mf 
be  relanded,  shall,  by  the  Collectors,  respectirelj, 
be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnrf- 
That  the  several  Collectors  be  prohibited  frm 
granting  a  clearance  to  any  foreign  shiporvessd 
many  caw  whatever,  during  the  continnuiceii 
the  present  embargo^  and  all  armed  vessekpo- 
se.5sing  public  commissions  from  any  foreignPow- 
er,  (letters  of  marque  excepted,)  are  to  w  ciai- 
dered  as  not  liaUe  to  the  embaivo. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  tKs  House  do  eanir 
the  aaid  res(dntion  to  the  Senate,  and  deaie  that 
ctmenrrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  How 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entided  "Ao 
act  to  provide  for  placmg  buoys  on  certain  rocb 
the  harbor  of  New  London,  and  in  Providenee 
river,"  with  several  amendments ;  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoiw 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  a  resolution  to  can? 
into  more  comjdete  emct  die  resolution  direeiog 
an  embargo;  to  wliich  they  desire  thecoDComoee 
of  this  House.  j 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  ws*"  i 
lution,  and  the  same  being  read,  was  disagreed  to- 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hov( 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  Ab 
act  to  m^  provision  for  the  widow  and  oi^ 
children  of  Robert  Forsyth,  who  was  killed  m  ne 
service  of  the  United  States to  which  ihey  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  this  House.  , 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  CommitiM  « 
the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union  j  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  state » 
the  Unim  nadei  cmsideiation,  and  come  to  sett- 
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zmL  tesolutuuis  thereupon;  whieh  he  delirered  in 
at  the  Clerk's  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  cnuider  the  said  reso- 
latwns. 

And  die  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth  resolu- 
tions,  being  Bereraily  twice  read  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

1.  Iie$olved,  That  effectual  measures  ought  to 
be  adopted  to  complete  the  present  Military  Esta- 
blishment (tf  the  United  States,  and  that  provision 
ought  to  be  made  that  the  same  may  be  kept  full. 

2.  Resolved,  Tliat  au  additional  corps  of  artille- 
ry, not  to  exceed  eiffht  hundred  men,  officers  in- 
cluded, and  also  ineruding  one  chief,  and  four  a»- 
sistant  eufioeers,  ousht  to  oe  raised  for  garrisoning 
the  fortifications,  much  are,  or  may  be  erected, 
for  the  defence  m  the  seacoasts. 

3.  RaUeedj  That  the  Pbesidekt  be  authorized 
and  empowered  to  call  on  the  Sxecutires  of  the 
several  States,  to  take  effectual  measures,  as  soon 
as  may  be,  to  organize,  and  hold  in  readineRs  to 
nanrch  at  a  moment's  warning,  eighty  thousand 
effieetiTe  militia,  officers  included,  to  be  apportion- 
ed to  the  States  respectirely.  in  proptnrtion  to  the 
whole  number  of  white  inharatants ;  that  is  to  say : 

To  the  Sute  of— 
Geon 


Sout^^arolina, 
North  Carolina, 
Kentucky,  - 
Virginia, 
Maryland,  - 
Delaware,  - 
Pennsylrama, 


1,333 
3,550 
7,331 
1,532 
11,377 
5,418 
1,256 
10,768 


New  Jersey,  4,318 


New  York, 
Tcnnont, 
Connecticut, - 
Rhode  Islaod, 
Mnsaachusetts, 
New  Hampdure, 


7,971 
2,139 
5,881 
1,697 
11,885 
3,544 


80,000 

Which  detachment  of  militia  shall  be  officered  out 
of  the  present  militia  officers,  or  others,  at  the  op- 
ticm  and  discretion  of  the  CoitstitutioQal  authority 
of  the  States,  r^nectirely. 

4.  Aeaofveo,  That  any  independent  corps  of 
cavalry,  artillery,  or  infantry,  may  be  accepted,  as 
part  of  the  said  detachment  of  militia,  provided 
they  shall  vcdontarily  eojgage ;  and  provided  the 
same  shall  be  deemed  eligible  by  the  PaEBiDBitT. 

The  fifth  resolution  was  twice  read  at  Uie  Clerk's 
lafal^  amedded,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as 
f<Alows: 

Eaolvedj  That  the  Pbbbidbnt  be  desired  to 
request  the  Executives  of  the  several  States  to  take 
effectual  care  that  the  whole  of  the  militia,  as  well 
as  the  men  detached  as  aforesaid,  be  armed  and 
equipped  according  to  law. 

The  sixth  resouitioa  was  twice  read  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  and  debate  arising  thereupon,  an  ad- 
journment was  called  for :  Whereupon,  the  several 
orders  of  the  day  were  further  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 


Tdbsday,  Ain-il  1.- 
Apetttion  of  stmdry  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Washington,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  whose 
names  are  uiereuuto  subscribed,  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  praving  a  Tension  and  amend- 
ment oi  the  act,  entttlea  "  An  act  concerning  the 
duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  die  United  States." 
Also,  the  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
counties  or  Chester  and  Lancaster,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  the  same  effect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to 
Mr.  MooBE.  Mr.  Smilib,  Mr.  M'Dowell,  Mr. 
Bbattt,  ana  Mr.  Sprigg,  with  instruction  to  ex- 
amine the  same,  and  report  to  the  House  the  ge- 
neral operation  and  dtect  of  the  excise  in  the 
United  States,  and  the  nett  amount  of  revenue 
arising  therefrom. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  make  provision  for  the  widow  and  orphan  chil- 
dren of  Robert  Forsyth,  who  was  killed  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  first 
time. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  bv  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entiUed 
"  An  act  to  proviae  for  placi^  buoys  on  certain 
rocks  off  the  harbor  of  new  London  and  in  Pro- 
vidence river and  the  same  being  read,  were 
agreed  to. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
sixth  resolution,  reported  yesterday  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whcde  Hoiue  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  ;  and  the  same  bemg  amended  at  the  ClMk's 
table,  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

ReMoived,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by 
law,  for  ocganizin^  and  raising  a  military  forces 
under  the  authority  of  the  Cbvemmeut  of  the 
United  States,  to  consist  of  twenty-^ve  thousand 
men.  rank  and  file,  with  the  proper  cheers,  to  serve 

for  the  term  of  years,  or  during  a  war  iriiieh 

may  break  out  between  the  United  States  and  waj 
foreign  European  Power. 

Ordavd,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  poi- 
suant  to  the  foregoing  resolution,  and  to  the  reso- 
lutions agreed  to  yesterday,  and  that  Mr.  Sbdo- 

WICK,  MrT>BABBORH.  Mt.  JbRBMUH  WAD8W0KTH, 

Mr.  JjATTOH,  Mr.  Ibvihb,  Mr.  Mbbcbk,  Mr.  Paa- 
KBB,  Mr.  LocEB,  and  Bifr.PiCKni8,do|»epareaBd 

luring  in  the  same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  Peat 
Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United  ^tatea; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman' 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments thereto ;  whicn  he  delivered  in  at  the  CleiiE's 
table. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  ue  on  the  table. 


Wednbsday,  April  2. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Anact 
to  make  provision  for  the  widow  and  oiphan  chil- 
dren of  Robert  Forsyth,  who  was  killed  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  second 
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time,  and  ordered  to  hb  eotnmitted  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

<hi  a  motioa  made  and  seconded,  that  tlie  Bome 
do  cone  to  the  follovring  resolution : 

"  lUaohedy  Tbu  the  President  of  the  United  States 
he  mnthorized  top«nttodie  dtizent  of  the  United  States 
commissions  of  tnarque  and  teprisah  against  the  Regen- 
cies (tf  Algiers,  Tripoli,  and  Tnnii:" 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  be  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
feaente,  reported  yesterday  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  to  the  hill  to  establish  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  of  the  United  States;  and 
the  said  amendments  being  seTemlly  twice  read 
a&d  agreed  to  by  the  House,  the  said  hill  was  then 
farther  unended,  and,  together  with  the  amend- 
taenta,  ordered  to  be  eiigiwsed,  and  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 

The  Rouse  uain  resolved  itself  into  a'Commtt- 
tee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Ar- 
thur St.  Clair ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Coinmittee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

Ordered.  That  the.  Committee  or  the  Whole 
House  be  aischarged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  said  report,  and  that  it  be  recommitted 
to  Mr.  FiTzaiMOMfl,  Mr.  Tbatcbib,  and  Mr. 

HiNDHAK. 


TbdksdaY]  April  3. 

A  petition  of  Augustine  Seatea,  of  the  State  of 
Vbgutia,  pivyiDg  eomprasation  for  the  value  of 
two  wagons  and  teams,  the  property  of  the  peti- 
tioner, which  were  taken  for  the  use  of  Colonel 
Ofayson's  regiment  of  the  late  American  Army ; 
also,  that  he  may  be  reimbursed  a  certain  Sum  of 
aooney,  which  he  advanced  for  supplies  of  cloth- 
Ing  to  the  said  regiment,  in  the  year  1777. 

Ordered  That  the  said  petitions  do  lie  oa  -the 
table. 

Ordertdj  Thvt  the  eommittee  awointed  onthe 
Tib  of  Febroary  hut,  to  report  whether  any,  and 
'what,  vlterations  or  amendments  are.  in  their 
epinion,  necessary  in  the  ac^  entitled  ''An  act  eon- 
^ramiig  the  re^s^ring  and  reew^ng  of  ships  or 
vessels;"  alsc^  in  the  act  eotitled  "An  act  for  en- 
siling and  licensing  shros  or  vessels  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for 
relating  the  same alsa  in  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  the  duties 
Imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchaadlse, 
Imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  ton- 
nage of  ships  or  vessels and,  also,  if  any,  and 
what,  further  Legislative  provision  may  be  neces- 
sary <br  the  securing  and  coUeoting  the  duties  on 
foreign  and  domestic  distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines, 
and  teas,  be  instmcted  to  report  by  way  of  bill 
or  bills. 

The  Hotise  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  ol^ 
tiw  WhcHe  House  on  the  bill  to  encourage  the  re-i 
entiling  service ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  dtere-j 
in,  die  Chairman  r^rted  that  the  Committee 
had  hhd  the  said  bill  under  ecmsideration,  and 
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made  several  amendment  thereto;  which  irk 
severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resdved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Honse  on  the  motion  of  the  27diof 
February  last,  providing  for  the  payment  of 
interest  on  the  Wances  credited  certain  8t«es,iD 
the  books  of  thx  Treasury ;  and  abo  for  the  pay- 
ment, by  annual  instafanents,  <^  the  balances  dot 
from  sundry  of  the  States,  on  a.  final  settleioeBtaf 
the  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  iidi- 
vidaal  States;  and,  after  some  time  spent  tberaB, 
the  Connmttee  rose  and  reported  pn^ress. 


FaiDAT,  April  4. 
An  engrossed  bill,  to  encourage  the  recrniting 
service,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  to  establish  the  Post  OiGct 
and  Post  Roads  within  thie  United  States,  wasread 
the  third  time,  and  passed.  I 
A  memorial  of  the  Representatives  of  the  peo-  ' 
pie  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  SoaUi  oT 
the  river  Ohio,  was  presented  to  the  House  ud 
read,  praying  that  such  measures  may  be  ad(^ed 
as  may  be  deemed  most  expedient  and  eflectul 
for  the  protection  and  preservation  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  said  territory  from  the  hostile  inciff- 
siohs  of  the  Indians;  aIso»  for  the  reteisemot 
ftom  sUvery  of  such  of  the  citizens  of  the  Uniled 
States  as  are  now  in  captivity  at  A^en. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  refeim 
to  Mr.  CABNE8,Mr.  Blount,  Mr.  MebanEjW- 
Pickens,  and  Mr.  Pbeston  ;  that  they  do  exam- 
ine the  matter  thereof^  and  report  the  same,  wiU 
their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Gooohde,  from  the  committee  mfpoiafei, 
presented  a  bill  making  further  prorisiofl  ior  ee 
curing  and  collecting  the  duties  on  foi^fli  vu 
domestic  distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines,  autess; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  following  Message  was  received  frwn  tlw 
Pbbsident  of  the  United  States: 
Gentlemen  of  the  Smote,  and  \ 
of  the  JSoute  of  RtpreeeiUatiMt ,  ! 
I  lay  before  yon  three  Letters  from  oar  MmisW  "  ' 
London;  advices  concerning  the  Algeriae  Misann,  j""  | 
onr  Minister  at  Lisbon,  and  odun ;  and  a  Letter  fiO 
die  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  TwmA  BifablietP 
the  Secretary  of  Sute,  with  his  answer. 

G.  WASHINGTON,  i 

UiriTSo  6tatis,  41"^^  1794.  | 
The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read,«H  ! 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  I 
Mr.  Madison,  from  the  joint  committee  of  tot  , 
two  Houses,  appointed  to  consider  and  rep<Ki 
what  business  is  necessary  to  be  done  by  CoDgKS  , 
in  the  present  session,  and  what  part  of  the  bu**" 
ness  now  depending  may  be.  without  great  "io^ 
venience,  postponed  until  tne  next  session,  maw 
a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordraed  to  w  « 
thetaUe. 

The  Hooae  anm  resolved  itself  into  a  Coift- 
mlttee  oi  the  WluJe  House  on  the  amendmeac 
proposed  by  the  Senate^  to  the  bill  entitled  "An 
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act  Kmittng  the  time  for  preseatiiifir  clumi  for  de- 
stroyed certificates  of  certain  descriptions;"  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therdn,  the  Committee  rose 
and  zcBorted jpffQgreaB. 

Orderei^  That  the  committee  ^tpmBtedmi  the 
Slst  day  01  Fefamarf  last,  to  prepare  and  iHring  in 
a  Vill  or  bills  on  the  resolati<»u  piDTiding  wars  andi 
BMsna  for  defraying  the  cost  of  a  FVaral  Arma- 
ment, and  the  annual  expense  tfaereoi^  be  dis- 
chm^fed  from  finther  proceeding  in  the  same,  aDd> 
that  tiie  said  cwtdtitiaiu  be  lafSired  to  Uie  Gom- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Bfeaos. 

MoHDAT,  April  7. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  tovas 
of  Salem,  Bereriy,  and  Danvers,  in  the  State  of 
Blassachosettt,  vhose  names  are  diereunto  sub- 
scribed, was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
prayioff  a  rendon  and  amendment  of  the  existing 
fanrs  ofCoDgreas,  granting  bounties  to  vessels  em- 
ployed in  the  fisheries  of  tne  United  States,  so  tt^at 
Collectors  of  the  Customs  may  be  authorized 
and  directed  to  pay,  both  for  the  last  year  and  ii^ 
fhtnre,  upon  alivessels  above  thirty  tons  burden, 
and  not  exceeding  sixty-eight  tons,  the  addition  off 
twenty  per  centum  to  the  allowance  of  two  dol- 
lars and  a  half  for  each  and  every  ton  of  stuh  ves- 
sel^ a&neasurement. 

Cfrdertd,  T!\ax  the  said  yetitifttbe  referred  to 
Mr.  LnAH,  Mr.  Wiiiqate,  and  Mr.  Holt^n; 
that  they  do  exuniae  the  nutto:  th«eof,  and  re- 
port the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  Sedgwicc,  from  th^  committee  appointed], 
presented  a  bill  to  aoj^ent  the  military  force  of 
the  United  States  i  which  was  roul  twice  and 
connnitted. 

Mr.  Clare  sobmitted  the  following  resoIutiiMi: 

"SeMohedt  That,  vntU  tluGoTwaunwt  of  <}r«at  Bri- 
tain shall  caoM  TMtitution  to  b«  made  for  sll  looes  and 
damages  nutained  hj  the  dtixens  of  the  United  8tfttM> 
from  armed  veweU,  gr  from  any  person  or  persons  act- 
int  under  commisaon  or  aothoritf  of  the  British  "Sing, 
contiaiy  to  the  Lam  of  Nations,  and  in  violation  of  the 
ll^lta  of  neirirali^ ;  and,  also,  untfl  all  the  poets  now 
Md  and  detamed  by  the  King  of  Great  Britam,  within 
tfw  territoriee  of  the  United  States,  iAiaU  be  amrendered 
«Dd  ghm  m,  «g  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
«fldaaiM  of  Uiyted  States  and  the  nbjecta  of  the 
Khig  of  Owel  Britain,  eo  &r  as  ^  same  remote  aiti- 
dei  tike  gnnrft  or  maanfcctroe  of  OreBt  Britain  or 
bsiand,  Aall  be  psohibiled:  Pntbkd,  Such  pKdiibi- 
tisn  shaO  net  extend  to  rtrntU  or  Adrcanpoee,  anwing 

B  any  of  the  ports  of  fiw  United  SMsa,  beAn  the  

day  of  MMKt:" 

Ordertd,  That  th«  said  motion  be  cnnmitted 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Ifr.  8Bna«nox,  from  the  eommittee  arootnted, 
preaantcd  a  bill  (Greeting  a  detatftmcnt  from  the 
nffitia  at  the  United  States;  iHiich  was  read 
nriee,  and  commitfed. 

Mr.  Sbdqwick.  from  the  committee  appmited, 
jmsented  a  hill  lor  raishig  and  (Mrganising  a  corps 
•f  artiUerista  and  engmeeri}  iraich  was  read 
tiri*e,and  eoBvittad. 

The  Hoose  nmAni  itself  into  a  GomnitMe  of 


the  Whole  House  on  the  motion  of  the  Sd  in- 
stant, authorizing  the  Pbisideht  or  tbb  Umitid 
Btatbs  to  ^mat  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
Stafte  commissi  oaa  of  marque  and  reprisals  agaiaet 
the  Regencies  of  Algiers,  Tripoli,  and  Tmis;  and, 
after  some  time  sp^  thereufthe  Chainnaaia- 
I>orted  Aat  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  m*^ 
tion  under  consideratioa,  and  come  to  a  naolatiaa 
thereupon }  which  was  twice  read  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House  as  follows : 

Raolvedy  That  the  President  or  Tsa  Uvktbd 
Statbe|  be  authorized  to  grant  to  the  citizens  of 
the  Umted  States  commissioas  of  mamuie  and  re* 
wisals  against  the  HegeiMjifis  of  Algiers  8a4 
Tunii 

Oraeredj  That  a  bUl  or  bills  be  bwMght  in  pw- 
suant  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Sakubl 
Smith,  Mr.  Hartley,  and  Mr.  Parker^  do  pr^ 
pare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  wain  resolved  itedf  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Wbo^  House  on  the  motioa  cf  lhaSEIb 
of  February  last,  jvonding  for  the  payment  ellliB 
ioterett  om  t^m  baknoes  ere^teJ  eow*  WtaiM^b 
the  books  of iRie  Treasory ;  aboL  fa^WB  paynHnftr 
by  annunl  instalments,  qf  the  nfjanees  due  frnia 
sundry  of  ihe  Sialics,  on  the  flttil  settlement  of  the 
accounts  between  the  Vnite^  States  and  the  mv- 
vidual  Sutes ;  and,  afte^  sbme  time  spent  thereut, 
the  Chairman  rej^rted  that  the  Committee hfd 
again  had  the  said  motion  under  co]isii^r^I(ofiif 
andcomfliP  r^?s^!jtif^iftfe^Ms^^^™ 
twicti  reai^  mSl  JI^WV  to  Wn*^ 
lows : 

Jiesolved,  TluU  proviaiim  ought  to  b«  made  by 
law  fox  paymenit  of  the  inteies);  on  th«  faalviwvs 
Qcedited  eertain  States  in  the  booka  of  the  Tnt- 
nury,  qpoa  the  final  settlraitat  of  the  aeeooatsW- 
twmn  the  Uaitad  States  andr  the  indiwidnal 


Qrdire^  Thatal»iB  orbiUBbebM«^ti»jHiP- 
snant  to  me  nil  resdludonj  and  ibat  nr.  Hthir 
■oesB,  Mr.  MtHiliAT,  and  f/bt.  Tuatobs^  d^ 
pare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Sahuel  BiuTH,  from  die  committee  an- 
pointed,  presented  a  Ml  authoiizing  the  P^bsi- 
DEKT  or  THE  United  Stateb  to  giftnt  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal  against  the  Regencies  of 
Algiiers  and  Tttnis;  whiph  w^  read  hrv}« 
committed. 

TuiSDAT,  AjMcil  8. 

A  petition  of  Joze  Roiz  Silva,  of  the  city  «f 
New  Ywk,  merchant,  was  presMted  and  read, 
praying  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  eend  die  ship 
called  the  Kiw  Darid,  with  her  cargo,  from  the 
port  of  New  York  m  Oporto,  in  PortngaL  aba 
being  aetuiUly  cleared  out  for  the  place  of  her 
destmation  prerious  to  the  arriral  of  any  aeeooat 
of  an  embaigo  being  laid  by  the  United  )3tMee  on 
all  vessels  bound  to  foreign  pnts. 

Ordend,  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on 
table. 

The  Sfkakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  Report 
from  Ute  Beeretary  of  die  TreasmT*  on  the  repre- 
sentation from  the  liegislatore  of  Ae  State  of 
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Kentackr,  respecting  the  adjustment  of  a  claim 
of  that  State  against  the  United  States,  for  the 
expense  of  sund^  expeditions  against  the  Indians ; 
mich  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  jon  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  fortify  the  city  of  AnDapoUs: 
and  that  Mr.  Mcrbat,  Mr.  Jerbhuh  Smith,  and 
BIr.  WiLUAHe,  be  the  said  committee. 

On  a  motim  made  and  seconded  that  the  Honw 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

**  JRaohed,  That  s  committee  be  mftaatei  to  exa- 
mine into,  and  report  on,  tbe  prseticabui^  (rf  obtaining 
a  itattment  of  im  |nin^les  oa  wbidi  me  wxonnts  of 
tbe  individail  Statw  wi^  flu  United  States  ham  bean 
•etUed,  and  a  statement  d  flie  seraial  cmdits  allowed 
in  the  said  aettlamant.-" 

It  passed  in  the  native— jreas  39,  nays  S6^  as 

follows: 

Taii^Theodonu  Bailay,  Thomas  Blount,  Gabriel 
Christie,  Thomas  Claibome,  William  J.  Dvwaoa,  Ese. 
kU  OiAert,  Jamea  GiOeaine,  Henir  Glenn,  James  Gor* 

,  don,  Chzistopher  Greanop,  William  Barry  Grove,  Geoi^ 

.  Haneoek,  Garter  B.  Harrison,  John  Heath,  William 
findn^  Heniy  Itatimer,  Matthew  Locke,  Nathaniel 

.  Maocm,  James  Madison,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander 
Hebane,  Andrew  Moore,  Joseph  Neville,  Anthony 
New,  John  Nichdas,  Joho  Page,  Josiah  Pariier,  Robert 
Kntherfind,  Thomas  Scott,  John  Smilie,  Thomas  Sprigg, 
Thomas  Tredwell,  John  E.  Van  Allen,  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  Peter  Van  GaailM^  Fran<ia  Walker,  John 
Watta,  Be^imin  Williams,  and  Joseph  Winsbm. 

Nats.— Fisher  Ames,  Jamea  Atmstnng,  Abraham 
Bddwin,  StUai  Beat^,  %ear)adiab  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bonnie,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  Abraham  Cla^  David 
Cobb,  Pel^  Coffin,  laaac  Coles,  Joshua  Colt,  JenaAan 
Dayton,  Henry  Deiubom,  Geinge  Dent,  Samael  Dex- 
ter, William  Fmdley,  Thomas  Fitssimons,  Uriah  Fcnrest, 
Dwigfat  Foster,  WiUism  B.  Giles,  Nieh<^  Oihnan, 
Benjan^  Goodhue,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin, 
-nkonas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister,  Jamea  HiUhouse, 

■  Samuel  Htdtan,  Jdm  Honter,  John  Wilkes  Kittera, 
.  Amasa  Learned  Biehaid  Bland  Le^  William  Lyman, 
Francis  Malbone,  William  Montgomery,  Peter  MuhkU' 
batg,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Nilsa,  Andrsw 
Pidums,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  John  S.  Sherburne,  Jeie- 
ipwl^  Gtanith,  Israel  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Ze^kaniah  Swift,  George  Tbatdier,  Uriah  Tra- 
cy, Jonatnan  Trumbodl,  Abraham  VenaMe,  Peleg 
Wadsworib,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Aitemas  Ward, 
Faine  Wingata,  and  Ridiard  Winn. 

The  House  lesolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  erecting  a  Ught- 
honse  on  the  Island  of  Seguin,  in  the  dutrict  of 
Maine  i  and,  aAer  some  tune  spent  therein,  the 
Chainnan  reported  that  the  Coinmittee  had  had 
the  said  hill  under  eoHOsideiMion,  and  made  no 
•mmdment  Uieieto. 

Ordertd^  That  the  anid  hiU  be  eograaaed,  and 
read  the  thud  time  to><nomnr. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  oa  the  bill  allowing  Lientoiant 
Colonel  Tooaard  an  equivalent  for  his  pmisioB  for 
Ufe;  and,  afta  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chainnan  reported  that  the  Cmnmittee  had  had 
the  said  bill  under  cMtadmtiiMi,  amd  nude  no 
■mnadmear  theietfc 


Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed!,  nd 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow; 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
select  and  report  such  parts  of  the  eonfideotial 
communications  made  by  the  Pbesident  or  tbe 
Uhitbd  States  on  the  24th  of  February  last,  u 
are  proper  to  be  made  public  i  and  that  Blr.  Li- 
HAN,  Mr.  Hartlbt,  and  Mr.  BniJASinr  Boom, 
be  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Gilbert,  from  the  committee  appoiiitci 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lefiert  Lefferts  m 
others ;  which  was  read  twice  amd  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  commioee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Niebolu 
Rieb;  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereiiL  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  bad  had 
the  said  report  under  consideration,  and  come  to 
a  resolution  thereupon;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Accountant  to  the  Wii 
Department  be  directed  to  adjust  and  setde  the 
account  of  Peter  Rieb,  late  an  artificer  in  OcAootl 
Benjamin  Plowet*s  ru^ment  of  artillery,  m  at 
seTTiee  of  the  United  Stateai,  from  the  Ist  of  Uaf, 
1780,  being  the  time  of  his  enlistment,  until  the 
23d  of  August,  1781,  ou  the  same  prmei^e  « 
which  the  accounts  of  diose  who  served  m  w 
same  corps  were  adjusted  and  settled. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  jau- 
suant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Fiho- 
LET,  Mr.  Gregg,  and  Mr.  Gilbert,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Honse  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
apjMiinted  to  inquire  whether  any,  and  what,  alt^ 
ations  are  nece^ary  to  be  mnde  m  the  act 
"  An  act  to  enable  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  m 
Virginia  Line,  on  Continental  EstaUishment,  to 
obtain  titles  to  certain  lands  lying  Nw^weat  a 
the  rirer  Ohio,  between  tbe  Little  Miami  and 
Sciota;"  and,  met  some  time  spent  therein,  tlw 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  report  under  conndention,  and  come  to 
several  resolutions  thereup<m ;  iiHuch  were  aen^ 
raUy  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  bj  the  Bw^*' 
follows:  , 
Beeoked,  That  the  second  and  sixth  aectu^ 
the  said  act  be  repealed;  and  that,  in  lieu  ihueoi, 
tbe  PRBsinBMT  OP  the  United  States  be  »• 
tfaori^  to  issue  patents  to  any  grantee  or  g]^"^ 
their  heirs  or  assigns,  upon  appUeatioD  of  *^ 
grantee  or  grantees,  their  heirs  or  '"^^^iJ'j 
vided  that  the  plat  or  plats,  dulr  autfaratK^" 
the  location  and  surreys  of  such  lands,  be  frs* 
turned  to  tbe  office  cfthe  Secretary  o' _ 
Retolvedj  That  [vovision  be  made  by  law,  a» 
all  loeatkma  and  surveys  heretofore  duly  tnaoe 
upon  the  aaid  lands,  agreeably  to  the  present  uin 
and  regulations  of  the  State  of  Viifiiua,  by,  or<" 
account  the  said  troops  be  ntified  and  em- 
firmed. 

Ordered,  That  a  biU  or  hilb  be  brought  ht 
suant  to  the  said  ies(d«tions}  and  that  Mr. 
Mr.  Neville,  and  Mr.  Onn,  da  picpan  and  m 
inthanme. 
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The  Hoase  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  consider  and  report  on  the  propriety 
<n  remitting  the  duty  on  imported  bar  iron  in  cer- 
tain cases ;  and,  after  some  tune  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Ccnomittee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  lull  to  authorize  Ephraim 
Kimberly^  to  locate  the  land  warrant  issued  to  him 
finr  services  in  the  late  American  Army;  and, 
aAer  some  time  ^peut  therein,  the  Chainoan  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  bad  lud  the  said  hill 
under  consideration,  and  made  no  amendment 
tiiereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  hill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cabnss,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  the  representatives  of 
the  people  South  of  the  river  Ohio,  made  a  report; 
which  was  read,  apd  ordered  to  be  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 


Wednbbdat,  April  9. 

An  euerossed  bill  for  erecting  a  light-house  on 
the  Isluia  of  Seguiu,  in  the  district  m  Maine,  was 
nad  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engioned  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jj^Sext  Lef- 
ferts  and  others  was  read  the  third  tune  and  passed. 

An  en|prossed  bill  to  authorize  Ephraim  Kim- 
heri)|^  to  locate  the  laud  warrant  issued  to  him  for 
semces  in  the  late  American  Army,  was  naA  die 
third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  allowing  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Tousard  an  equivalent  for  hu  pension  for  lift  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  p^titim  of  John  Gibbon,  Treasurer  of  the 
State  of  Qeoigia,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  that  s^tarate  certificates  may  be 
iwoed  for  the  pay  of  the  officers  of  the  late  Geor- 
gia ■  line,  agreeablT  to  a  general  certificate  of  the 
Est  of  balances  due  to  them,  signed  by  the  late 
Commissioner  of  Army  Accounts,  and  lodged  in 
the  Treasury  of  the  saia  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Uie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction  to 
gamine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  there- 
npui  to  the  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  motion  of  the  7th  inst., 
to  prohibit  all  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  the  subjects 
of  the  Kiuff  of  Great  Britain,  so  far  as  the  same 
respects  utides  oi  the  growth  or  manufacture  of 
Qreat  Britain  os  Ireland^  and,  after  some  time 
spent  thcreia,  the  Committae  rose  and  reported 
prasress. 

Mr.  Hbath,  pr^euted  a  bill  to  amend  the  act 
entitled  An  act  to  enable  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Vi^inia  Line,  (m  Continental  Establish- 
aeut,  to  oMun  tides  to  certain  lands  Ijriiu  North- 
west of  tlw  river  Ohio,  between  the  lattla  Miami 
and  Sciota^  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Howe     the  anaidmeats  of  the  Se- 
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nate  to  the  bill  entided  "  An  act  limiting  the  time 
for  presenting  claims  for  destroyed  certificates  of' 
certain  descriptions and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Commits- 
tee  had  had  the  said  amendments  under  considera- 
tion, and  made  no  amendment  thereto.  And,  on 
the  quesdoQ  tBat  the  House  do  agree  to  the  s^ 
amendmentSjit  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  whom  was  committed  the  hill  sent  fnmi 
the  Senate,  entided  "An  act  to  erect  a  light-house 
on  the  headland  of  Cape  Hatteras,  and  a  lighted 
beacon  on  Ocracock  Island,  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,"  be  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  same ;  and  that  the  said  bill,  t<^ther  with 
the  representation  of  Richard  Wade  and  othen^ 
and  the  report  of  the  Secretarr  of  the  Treasury 
thereon,  be  committed  to  Mr.  Bi<ouiiT,  Mr.  Tau- 
BOT,  and  Mr.  Deaeborh. 


Thubsiut,  April  10. 
NON-INTEROOVnaB  WITH  GREAT  BBTrABT 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  ,Com- 
mittee  of  the  ^^ole  House,  on  the  motion  of  the 
7th  instant,  to  prohibit  all  ctnnmercial  intereourae 
between  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  the 
subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  so  fif  as 
the  same  respects  articles  of  the  growth  or  manu- 
facture of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  said  he  was  sorry  to  rise,  unpre- 
pared as  he  was,  as  he  had  yesterday  occupied  as 
great  a  portion  of  the  time  of  the  Committee  as 
perhaps  he  was  entided  to.  He  had  hoped  some 
other  gendeman  would  have  risen,  who,  having 
better  arraiiged  his  ideas  than  himselT^had  a  pre- 
ferable claim  to  the  attention  of  the  Committee. 
Unprepared  as  he  was,  he  could  not  permit  a  ques- 
tion so  important  as  that  under.consideration  to 
pass,  without  entering  against  it  his  solemn  proh 
test:  a  question  involving  the  dearest  interests  of 
our  country,  and  threatening  to  exchange  the  un- 
exampled mraperity  it  had  for  some  jrears  en- 
joyed, for  all  me  horrors  of  war.  He  said  he  die 
more  regretted  the  part  he  wu  obliged  to  take  on 
this  occasioBL  beewse  he  feared  he  should,  in  his 
vote,  divide  from  many  g[eQdemen  whom  he  much 
respected;  but  as  his  opinion  had  been  formed  on 
mature  deliberation,  neither  his  honor,  his  con- 
science, nor  the  duty  he  owed  to  his  country, 
would  permit  him  to  be  silent.  If  the  evils  he 
foresaw  should  result  from  the  measure  under 
consideration,  he  wished  it  might  be  known  that 
no  part  of  them  could  with  jusdce  be  imputed  to 
him  as  their  author.  If,  therefore,  he  should  be 
so  unfortunate  as  to  stuid  single  and  alone,  he 
would  not  fhil  to  oppose,  as  far  as  he  could,  the 
measure  before  the  Committee. 

That  injuries  unprovoked  and  inexcusable  had 
been  inflicted  by  Great  Britain  on  this  country, 
was  acknowledged  by  all.  No  man  felt  stronger 
indignation  than  himself  at  the  insults  which  ud 
been  offered  to  our  country;  and  the  wrongs  whioh 
bad  been  done  to  otir  citizens;  no  man  was  leas 
disposed  tamely  to  bear  the  haughty  and  unpio- 
Toied  aggresnmu  of  any  fotei^  nation;  no 
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^roidd  go  farther  to  proeure  redress  ftw  oar  wound- 
M  honor  and  indemnificatioa  for  our  ibjured  citi- 
zens, after  seeking  reparation  m  the  way  dic- 
Cated  by  prudence  and  numanitjr,  happily  pre- 
scribed by  the  modem  usages  of  cirilized  nations 
-^d  commanded  by  the  principle  of  reli^on;  if 
ttst  acffotiatioik  shoold  tte  tried,  and  justice  not 
-obtainra.  he wonld  then  seek  redress brthe  means 
Which  Cfod  and  nature  had  given  ns.  He  mnern- 
^red  well  the  miseries  and  tices  of  war,  a  wai 
^  which  he  had  taken  a  part.  It  was  a  war  of 
honor  and  interest:  he  well  remembered  its  cir- 
<nunstances  and  effects.  He  had  lired  to  see  the 
wastes  of  that  war  repaired;  to  see  a  stale  of  or- 
der and  security;  to  see  his  country  progressinff 
in  all  the  means  of  happiness.  No  man  who  loTed 
kis  country,  and  rejoiced  in  its  prosperity,  wonld 
ctmtent.  Intt  from  itievitaUe  necessity,  to  see  it 
again  plunged  in  the  horrors  of  war. 

Although  all  combined  in  opinion  that  onr  in- 
juries were  great,  that  they  most  be  redressed,  yet 
q»  one  had  sugguted  tha^  was  skoitld  weeede  ne> 
gotiation.  Respecting  this,  there  was  happily  but 
one  Ofdnion.  On  every  side  of  ^  House,  it  Was 
ceknowledged  a  doty  indispensable  in  our  present 
dtnationj  to  state  our  complaints  of  injuries  to  the 
authors  m  them,  and  to  demand  redress.  We  were 
only  divided  as  to  the  nianner  of  our  application, 
icad  the  circnnutances  under  which  our  demand 
•honld  be  made.  He  had  already,  on  another  oc- 
casion, taken  the  liberty  to  declare  his  opinion  of 
^e  tine  of  conduct  which  was  dictated  by  our 
present  situation:  that  we  should  manifest  that 
we  were  averse  to  war;  but,  should  it  become  in- 
evitable, we  should  encounter  it  With  that  un- 
daunted spirit  which  became  freemen,  insulted  in 
^eir  honor  and  injured  in  their  ruhts.  He  had 
tite  moat  perfect  confidence  in  the  bravery  of  oiu- 
cittzens.   At  d)«  same  time  that  he  knew  they 

Sonhi  never  surrender  their  rights,  he  was  sensi- 
e      they  would  avoid,  if  possiMe,  an  tinnece»- 
iarr  and  wanton  effuaion  of  blood. 

Gentlemen  had  dfaelahned  any  intention  to 
sdont  «ny  measures  tending  to  war;  they  bad 
saia  this  measure  had  no  tendency  to  such  an 
freest.  This  assertion  he  coi^dd  not  believe,  be- 
aamt  this  Measure  contained  a  threat  of  incon- 
venience; and  every  threat  of  inconvenience  was 
k  cause  of  irritation,  and  every  irritation  between 
nations  yAiQ  had  already  differences  to  decide,  un- 
doubtedly tended  to  widen  the  brMch.  and  of 
course  to  produce  war.  If  gentlemen  were  sin- 
cere in  their  dedamtions,  ^at  all  differences  be- 
tween America  and  Oreat  Britain  should  be  ter- 
ibiaated'by  j>caceable  negotiatiott,  (and  he  woidd 
not  caU  dietr  sincerity  in  question) ;  if  Oreat  Bri- 
ttkm  was  t»oud,  haoghty,  and  insolent,  as  she  had 
been  i^Mtedly  denominated;  was  it  probable,  he 
ft^DKl,  tnat  Ae  wonld  be  nntfe  indined  to  do  us 
justice,  by  enlisting  her  pride  and  insolesee  teiittst 
«s1 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  the  late  violences  by  which 
the  property  of  our  ftitizena  had  been  idnndered, 
Iras  the  immediate  and  avowed  eanse  of  the  pre- 
sent measnre;  that  as  yet  no  representation  of 
theae  iajtmea-HBO  demand  tat  eompeuMton 


been  made;  that  such  representation  and' dmM 
should  precede  hostility  was  conceded  by  alL  It 
only  then  remained  to  be  considered,  in  wlwt 
terms  and  manner  such  claim  should  be  exhibited. 
In  terms,  he  said,  doubtless  firm  and  deeided;  but 
if  it  was  intended  to  produce  the  desired  effect  of 
peace,  and  to  prevent  hostifityjlhe  hmguage  sboold 
De  decent  and  conciliatory.  He  called  on  guide* 
men  to  show  an  instance,  in  modem  times,  what 
a  nation  complaining  of  injuries,  but  desirooscf 
peace,  had  accompanied  their  demands  of  jostitt 
with  direats  of  inconvenience?  The  opposite 
practice  was  unirersally  esublished,  and  oa  die 
Lnbwn  principles  of  human  nature.  He  afHiealed 
to  the  TeeHngs  of  erery  honorable  man  in  the 
Committee,  whether  demands  for  justice  and  re- 
paration for  injuries  were  enforced  by  threats? 
Whether  repugnance  to  a  compliance  with  sDch 
demands  was  not  created  by  such  means?  If 
every  man  felt  the  operation  of  this  principle, 
how  much  more  powmiil  would  it  be  m  die 
minds  of  the  Oovernors  of  a  nation  styled  prond 
and  insolent?  He  *id  h*  woald  cfaai^  no  mu 
with  an  intention  to  involve  this  countiy inu 
the  hOTTors  and  deaolatiiu  seoies  t/t  war.  He 
could  not,  faowvrer,  hdn  dedaring,  that  mu  ff 
amicable  negotiation  e<ndend;f  must  decifc  Ae 
cotttrorersiteberween  America: and  Great  Biftau^ 
and  that  were  fail  mind  detctmbied  on  thefimner, 
he  stlould  reeomnwad  thoM  measures  wfcidt  gen* 
tlemen  had  brought  fbrward  to  the  e<msidaamfl 
of  the  House,  as  the  most  operative  means  of  res* 
dering  the  event  certain,  and  of  banishing  erenr 
prospect  of  accomibodation.  To  seize  on  fiii^ 
property,  to  eonfisoate  or  sequester  Briti^  debt^ 
to  annihilate  as  far  as  in  our  power  her  cdmneiet; 
to  starve  her  mannfteturers,  and  to  hmnbfe  her 
pride;  these  were  Inft^iMe  means  ofdefi^th^cD^* 
gotiation,  and  of  unitii^,  aa  one  man,  diat  nfttdtt 
against  i»,  in  all  the  views  of  her  admlmstratum. 

It  had  been  said,  that  a  prineipri  benefit  toK 
expected  firom  the  faistittiHon  of  RepufaBcaa  w* 
vemnUBttt  iras,llHtteoi0t  iiutl  ttmperate  refleem 
would  direct  the  condact  of  nations.  How  m 
our  conduct  on  this  occasion  had  Twifirt  sw*  « 
expectation,  he  wished  gentlemen  to  reflect  He 
had  himself  fondly  hxj^A,  tn  the  Oovenunait" 
this  country,  to  have  seen  these  princiirfM  exen^ 
plifled,  and  all  intemperanee  of  expression,  aw 
all  the  heat  of  passion,  banished,  h  had  been 
that  a  statestnan  should  be  all  intelleot:  neret) 
swrfr.  Was  a  lime  or  a  country,  which  ««« 
quired  than  the  present  time,  and  by  AisewBifJ 
the  exercise  of  cod  temper,  to  the  exelB*""  « 
passion,  to  conduct  with  safety  the  po*'**®",?* 
chine  through  sUfTOQndfn|r  dangers.  HeweB^ 
membered  a  former  non-importattm  agre««i»» 
he  remembered,  too,  its  eflecta:  they  »«® 
as  mif^t  have  been  expected;  ia»y  were  »**  J 
toeonvltteetfrarteocd  and  eosriderate  maa,  tasi 
the  tOeamra  itseff  was  impolitic  knA  tmyrae.  " 
immediatdf  raised  the  price  of  all  J^'ST 
porta tron  to  an  exolMtant  and  eitravagwrt  neiJJJ 
Hence  it  was  immediately  beneficial  w  «np«*^ 
and  shopkeepen,  and  hence  it  may  be  easy 
tfenttndwhyakMmwu 
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1m  in  Pfaikdelphia.  and  oth«r  great  towns.  Bat 
aa  the  RnuesentatiTes  of  tbc  whole  People  of 
AmcricA,  toe  Le^islanue  oo^t  to  lefleet,  that  in 
pnaportion  m  this  maaMUse  would  operate  bene- 
bbuiUt  to  the  dcakn  in  imported  cmnmoditiei,  it 
wow  beeona  bwdeawme  and  o^ienvre  to  thoee 
who  are  best  entitled  to  our  regard— the  lulwtan- 
tial  yeomanry  of  the  comtiy  on  whom  we  must 
prineipdir  depend  fm  support  m  the  arduons  con- 
met  whkn  webad  to*  math  tnacm  t*  ^onehsnd. 
If  w«  nnM  enntnally  tnppect  omr  ehunu  oy  arou, 
the  more  property  wa  could  napcat  belbre  the 
eoramenaement  of  war,  tiw  miwe  boeidBl  wocdd 
it  be.  In  that  ease^  the  ma*t  wise  and  pradent 
poiiejr  would  be,  that  which  weuUgirs  thiegveat- 
eat  extent  to  o«r  crectit;  end,  on  the  contrary,  the 
meet  unwise  and  wretdedj  that  whieh  would 
tend  to  deprive  otir  peojde  of  the  ordinary  means 
of  Mwyltflft 

If  tfib  system  shoold  pgrevaiL  were  we  to  re- 
ceire  British;  prodactiaM  throng'  othw  eoontiies? 
Thia  weadd  m  injnimg  omselvee,  wdthoat  aftot- 
iMQteatjfoitaiB.  was  Atte>ae^  oth«t  eauatry 
wiieh  eooM  giro  us  die  same  snndies  we  win»- 
mit  There  eettaialy  vis  noae.  Were  we  te  da>- 

rd  OK  ourseives  aloaef  ^  iiaenveaience  wouM 
gnat,  if  not  intolerable.  What,  he  further 
askra,  weaU  became  ol  oar  piodaoe^  in  the  erent 
aantcMpfarted?  Without  entering  into  a  minute 
detail,  he  said,  he  would  rratare  to  pnmouaoe 
that  a  greet  part  of  it  would  pcti^  on  oar  hands. 

It  wkSf  he  sud,  doubtfii^  how  fiu  at  any  tiaie 
the  pcopesed  system  migltf  go  le  diainess  Great 
BmiB}  but,  at  this  thoe.  it  wmld  afford  fteility 
te  her  in  Mcniitina  her  neets  and  armies^  Were 
rtannfselareta  and  lahoreta  tfaMwn  out  of  cm- 
ployment,  and  thereby  dapaTOd  of  bread,  they 
would  healtta  stinalated  by  w«at  and  despair  te 
fight  the  faantea  of  their  cnndsy,  aainst  those 
WBohadieduoedAraataiieeemty.  tnBbert,he 
saw  aoihiBf  -ndiich  shonid  slannlaie  the  Legiata- 
tue  to  tdopt  tikis  meaMre,  but  passion  witbeut, 
and  resentment  within,  these  waus.  He  saw  m- 
iVipfl  im  the  s^tem  tteel^  as  it  respected  C^t 
BeUutt,  hat  vain  and  uefieemal  irritatioD;  m- 
Aing  in  relatim  to  our  owk  cen^ry,  b«t  defeat^ 
wiietihadatis,  and  wans. 

He  sa«l  he  had  taken  the  liberty  to  suggest  to 
the  Cosamittee  certain  Censtitatioaal  ecBsider- 
atiaas.  The  aaswers  whieh  had  been  given  had 
by  no  means  been  sadsfiwtenr.  1«  was  incumbent 
cm  gentlemen  who  had  so  frequently  warned  us 
q£  toe  danger  <k  osurpiDg  power—who  had  so 
fterfoeady,  ahd  in  taogoBgie  so  animated,  chafed 
08  to  avonl  graqang  power,  by  imjdioation  and 
coiutnujCiM;  it  was  iaeunbent  en  these  ceaille* 
mam,  wwdd  ther  pieserw  eansisteney  of  ehane- 
tei^  dearly  to  jcmonstnia  Ae  ai^Miity  wfaidi 
lh«r  wnmed)  that  b  might  not  he  supposed  that 
thoir  wHnMMtiaa  of  ConstUutkm  was  a  ei»> 
TCttOBt  aeeonunodatien  to  the  eaistiag  cirettm- 
siuaea.  It  was  not  now  a  question  whether  the 
had  made  a  wise  ot  pvadott  disOsbatioa  of 
tbe  powna  ef  their  Oovesnraent:  they  had  de* 
their  will,  and  that  wiU  wa  were  bound  by 
cmy  eMsideistioa  eCJuM  aad  daty  1*  «MD«ta. 


fia  tbe  iastnnaent  under  which  we  acted,  they 
had  declared  that  the  PaasiDiNT,  vmAet  certain 
Bkodiftrations,  should  be  their  or^j  to  treat  ex- 
ehisirely  with  fivtign  Powen  This  antluuity, 
A«sraeh»b«iy  del^te^  melodes  all  die  tems 
on  which  a  beaty  cMdd  be  A»med.  What  was 
the  present  meosnre?  Prescribing  the  tenns  of 
treaty,  and  restraining  the  CoasutocioBd  power 
from  ticMiag  en  any  other  tenaa.  If  the 
latm«  could  prescribe  those  terms,  in  this  insianee, 
it  may  then  presMFibe  all  the  termB,  in  every  in- 
stance! and  M  coarse  ewtroL  in  all  things,  the 
exercise  of  that  power. 

To  this  reaseamg  twaanswers  htTe  been  given ; 
the  one  by  a  gendMsau  from  Pemsylvania,  [Mr. 
SwLtB,]  that  the  Legielatnre  might  make  such  a 
law,  because  te  ExecatiTC  could'  repeal  it.  He 
ready  eenld '  not  eomprcheitid  te  fbrce  ef  the  Tea- 
zoning;  he  was  glad,  neweTev,  he  could,  wi^  per- 
fect confidence,  con&adict  the  assevtirai,  which  he 
was  SUM  wou  w  be  a  very  disgasttna  om  la  the 
peepte  of  Aokcnea.  Thm  was,  in  flwt,  to  no  in- 
stance,  aaaathofity  siTMi  to  te  IbnwMin  to  M- 
peal  a  Censtitatieaaraec  of  te  Legislatarei  The 
other  answer  was  tet  given  by  a  gmcaaan  Ham 
Virginia,  fMr.  Niohola«,1  that  there  could  be  no 
(di^tiaa  to  te  exercise  <NF  dus  power,  if  it  shooM 
be  assukted  to  by  te  PHamiwirr  and  Ssoata. 
This  was  stiU  a  more  extraerdinary  and  unsatis- 
ihctory  snrwer  than  the  oter.  It  impiied  that 
the  FBSsiDEirr  and  Senate  could  make  gnmts  of 
power  to  ihi)  House  net  contained  m  te  Ckmsti- 
tmioa.  To  this  he  would  uswer ,  that  all  te 
powers  which  the  House  coold  legaBy  exercise, 
were  expressed  in  te  unstnanent  under  n^ich  we 
acted;  that  those  powws  eoold  be  Mi(h«r  enlarged 
nor  ateidged,  by  any  man  or  body  of  men  en  earth, 
bat  in  te  way  poinied  ant  1^  the  iasuoHwit 
itself. 

Mn  S.  said,  these  BMridcntions  he  had  expr«M- 
ed  without  any  previous  preparation,  as  the);  oe- 
curred  to  his  mind.  Sheoid  gentlemen  who  view- 
ed the  s^jtct  io  the  light  he  did  remain  sUent,  he 
would,  ia  the  farther  progress  9f  this  meaawe^  he 
pledffcd  himself,  with  more  eideriy  amacenseii^ 
and  he  hoped  widi  more  perspicuity  and  force, 
address  himself  to  tecOnsidaration  M  this  Coa>- 
mmee,  or  bf  te  House.  It  weuM  etail  Utile  to 
tell  hut  that  his  mposidon  would  be  anpopolar; 
ao  man  more  than  aimseif  wited  te  good 
ica  of  his  oooatrymen,  but  no  personal  taeoav*- 
nieaoe,  no  loas  ef  nme  or  popriar  afibetiOB,  shooM 
ever  iudnoe  him  to  see  his  eountty  tfeneataUM 
wldi  evils  Inealcnlable  ia  number  aafl  4ttmtieii; 
without  womiag  her  of  her  daitter;  ft  «otta«rf 
which  be  loved,  and  whieh  he  might.  o»  this  e»- 
oasieii,  be  pmnilted  to  sar.  he  had  long  sarvod 
widi  hoB«M  ftMky,  and  wsthoot  a  singie  uMaaeft 
of  rinistef  or  mere  persuial  vegaid. 

The  Committoe  now  rose,  and  had  leave  taw 
ftgftin.  _ 

FittnAY,  April  U. 
NON^NTEBGODRSE  WITH  OiUBAT  BUTAIM. 
The  Howa  againiwdwd  itteif  ikitaft  OoMBBit- 
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tee  vi  the  Whole  House  on  the  motiMi  of  the  7th 
instant,  to  prohibit  all  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  the 
subjects  of  the  Ktnff  of  Qreat  Britain,  so  fiu  as  the 
same  respects  ardcks  of  the  growth  or  manoiac- 
tnre  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  first  rose  this  day,  and  said:  Mr. 
Chainnan.  in  a  question  of  so  much  national  im- 
portance, there  needed  no  ap^o^  from  any  mem- 
Der  of  the  Committee  for  cuiimmg  their  attention, 
iriiile  he  gave  the  reasons  for  his  vote.  The  im- 
patience uown  by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  ClabkJ  or 
any  <rther  gentleman,  ftn-  the  qiKstion,  ot^ht  not 
to  influence  any  raemoer  of  the  Committee.  When 
die  fate  of  a  nation  of  as  much  consequence  as 
the  United  States,  appeared  to  be  suspended  oa  a 
TOte,  the  least  to  be  expected  from  ventlemen  was, 
to  actwidi  freedom,d^beration,  and  independence. 
He  supposed  he  should  be  among  those  who,  at 
the  tatm^  of  thequestionj  would  probaUy  be  found 
in  the  miuoritr'  That  this  would  be  his  vote,  if  he 
was  conTineed  that  he  should  be  sin^e  and  alone. 
He  felt  himself  deeply  and  seriously  affected  with 
a  view  of  the  precipice  on  which,  in  his  appre- 
hension, hiscountry  seemed  tostand,andhe  wis)  led, 
for  his  own  part,  to  take  a  full  and  deliberate  view 
«f  it.  before  he  joined  in  precipitating  a  leap,  that 
jni|^t  not  add  to  her  safety  or  happiness.  Rea- 
soning Bnd  not  dedamation  should  be  expected 
from  gentlemen  in  bvor  of  the  measnie  under  eon- 
aidermtion. 

He  said,  he  would  address  himself  to  the  judg- 
ments, and  not  to  the  passions  of  the  Comnuttee. 
He  acknowledged  it  might  Ml  to  his  lot  to  mis- 
take the  true  and  esseiuial  interests  of  his  country ; 
but,  if  this  should  be  the  case,  he  had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  knowing  that  it  would  arise  from  the  most 
honest  and  upright  intentions.  It  was,  therefore, 
on  these  principles,  that  he  should  proceed  in  giving 
his  ojHnKHi  on  the  important  resolution  on  the 
.iBble. 

But,  before  he  went  further,  he  could  not  forget 
the  respectful  compliment  paid  yesterday  by  his 
faononble  friend  irom  Maryland,  [Mr.  Smith]  to 
Us  moderation  and  grey  hairs;  indeed,  he  should 
jiot  Jure  taken  it  to  himselfl  as  he  had  the  honor 
M  having  white,  instead  m  grey  hdrs,  had  not 
Mr.  S.*8  att«ti«i  been  immemately  fixed  on  him. 
if  either  age  of  moderation  would  command  his 
worthy  friend's  close  connderation  of  this  subject, 

besought  bira,  as  well  as  the  other  gendemen 
of  the  Committee,  to  join  m  attending  to  it  calm- 
ly and  seriously  for  a  few  moments,  beftne  the  die 
.was  cast  Hesaid,he  owedmuch^  on  b^alf  of  his 
country,  to  that  sentleman  for  his  services  in  the 
field  during  the  ute  war,  when  both  his  zeal  and 
his  passions  were  rendered  so  eminently  usefut 
that  lie  could  with  pleasure  apologize  at  all  times 
for  his  warmth  and  animatitm  on  any  subject 
when  their  common  country  was  not  to  be  afleet- 
ed.  But  would  he  permit  him,  earnestly,  to  request 
that,  with  other  members,  he  would  call  to  mind, 
that  they  were  now  the  RepresentatiTes  of  four 
millions  of  peonlet  That  perhaps  the  lives  of  tbou- 
■auids  of  their  loknr^itizena  were  depending  on  a 
-da^TM*^  ThMthemUhreofaeoutt^dearer 


to  them  than  lif&  was  at  stake.  Gentl^ea  mot, 

therefore,  agree,  tnat  the  questioa  wasa  seriow  toe, 
and  deserved  to  be  treated  with  the  most  serim 
and  deliberate  consideration.  Judgment,  and  not 
resentment,  should  direct  the  final  determinatiot. 
let  it  be  what  it  may,  and  give  a  sanction  to  ill 
their  measures. 

He  observed,  that  gendemen  against  the  qnet- 
tion  had  been  accused  of  want  of  propriety,  ii 
looking  calmly,  and  without  the  exercise  of  tMi 
passions,  on  the  sufferings  the  unhappy  prinfr 
ers  at  Algiers,  and  themratical  spfJiattons  d  w 
fellow-eitizos  in  the  West  Indies.  Yes,Bir,nii 
he,  when  he  knew  that  it  was  neither  passion  nw 
deelamadon  that  conM  affwd  effective  relief  to 
these  suffering  members  of  the  political  bodjr,  be 
should  continue  to  persist  in  that  steady,  senot^ 
and  deliberate  tine  of  condnci,  chat,  in  his  e8tiiiii> 
tion,  was  only  calculated  to  produce  that  pennsi- 
nent  and  efficient  aid  and  relief,  which  their  ex- 
treme distress  so  loudly  called  for  \  but,  ia  his  turn, 
he  asked  gendemen  to  give  up  ^eir  warmUi  cn 
this  occasion,  that  they  might  also  reflect,  erta 
without  passion,  on  the  number  of  their  fetlow-ciii- 
zens  that  must  fall  a  sacrifice  in  the  most  socce*- 
ful  war.  Will  not  sendemea  weigh  well  d»t 
vote,  that  may  possibly  increase  the  number  of 
mourning  widows  and  nelpless  ortolans? 

These  consideradons  had  led  him  to  ocntiAei 
die  measure  now  proposed,  as  great  mooot 
audimportenoe,  and  to  wish  it  might  be  ttaatKM 


on  and  considered  in  a  manner  „ 

tOTS  and  RepresattatiTes  of  United  AmeiieL  irko 
have  been  sent  hwe  as  her  counsellors  and  trir 
tees,  and  to  whom  she  has  c<Hnmitted  her  l^st*^ 
most  sacred  interests.  He  said,  (at  arroman 
sake,  and  to  simplify  the  debate,  lest  he  uoald  m 
drawn  into  unnecessary  disputation,  he  shouH 
concede  for  the  present:  The  constituttODality  « 
the  resolution  proposed ;  the  right  tht  Gonunit- 
tee  to  originate  and  determine  on  the  meason; 
the  unprovoked  aggressimis  of  Great  Britiin  to 
warrant  and  justify  the  pnrfiitntion. 

These  arguments  had  been  repeated  and  ngn 
with  great  apparent  force,  by  gendemra  in  ftnt 
of  die  affimuuire  side  of  the  quesd<a,  bat,  wen 
the  princiideii  arising  from  tfaeie  ftets  soffieiaBt 
justify  a  determination  in  &tot  of  so  l^'^^'T 
unprecedented  a  proceeding,  without  P>'B^*^[ 
demanding  an  expianaticm  and  fhU  indemaiB^ 
tion,  agrenUy  to  the  customs  and  usages  <tf  (wm> 
nadonsi 

Would  argnmentR  this  kind  satisfy  our  goi^ 
sdtnents,  if  diey  shooU  find  themselves  nuj^ 
plunged  mtoanexpensiTeaud  rutoons  wart  WwK 
It  not  very  naturally  be  asked,  why  were  not  t« 
tnie  interests  of  the  United  States  under  d>^ 
iatittg  circnmstanees  carefully  inquired  intt^ 
made  the  principal  and  leadmg  dijeet  of  attaattW 
consideration  1  In  his  opinicm,  this  should  pec^ 
liarly  be  the  sum  of  their  present  inquiry— W  ^ 
not  the  duty  fA  the  Committee  critiMlly  to  eitf* 
ine  into  the  preparation  they  were  in  fiw  art^ 
that  in  the  imaginauoa  of  some  gendenea  oi  cm- 
racter  and  rqpvtalion,  at  the  last,  might  pteeipiMW 
odr  ooomry  iMo«iaaudiat»ifar9  WcRov 
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pOTts  ud  huiKin  in  tolmUe  state  of  defence? 
were  our  magazines  and  anenals  properly  sup- 
.  jilied?  Were  our  citizens  in  a  state  of  o^niza- 
tioa  as  a  militia)  In  short,  did  not  the  measure 
threaten  a  sudden  transitioD  frmn  a  state  of  pro- 
ibond  iwace  and  happiness,  unequalled  any 
nation,  into  a  state  (Htwar  and  bloodshed,  without 
taking  those  previous  and  prudent  measures  that 
might  [wobably  lead  to  an  avoidance  of  this  na- 
tional evil,  or  at  all  events  enable  us  to  meet  it 
with  decision  and  efiecti 

Gentlemen  had  referred  the  Committee  to  the 
conduct  of  America,  in  1776,  and  the  success  of 
the  late  war  has  been  urged  for  our  encourage- 
ment. The  non-importation  agreement  has  b«4^ 
lecurred  to  as  a  precedent  in  pinnt.  He  said,  he 
was  well  acquainted  with  most  tbe.  events  of 
the  late  ReroIntiMi.  The  fint  moti(»»  towards 
.  itj  found  him  «igaged  in  the  common  cause,  and 
his  best  endeavors  to  complete  and  secure  it,  had 
nerer  since  been  wantmg.  He  well  remembered 
the  cmsequences  of  the  non-importation  agree- 
ment, and  the  sufferings  of  our  brave  feUow-citi- 
xem  from  that  inunradent  measure.  He  had  track- 
ed them  over  the  frozen  ground  ty  Uieir  blood,  from 
the  want  of  shoes,  and  was  sensible,  that  many 
had  perished  by  the  inclemeney  of  the  season,  for 
want  of  tents  and  clothing;  that  agreement  was 
universally  reprobated,  as  a  measure  imprudently 
entered  into  on  the  principle  of  ezpectmg  to  be 
involved  in  a  war,  which  had  it  been  then  contem- 
plated, nothing  could  have  justified.  Mr.  B.  ap- 
pealed to  the  knowledge  of  many  men  who  heard 
him,  that  thu  agneement  had  often  beoi  nncd  to 
Great  Britain,  as- a  conelnaiTe  evidence,  tnat  at 
the  time  ctf  its  adoptira,  America  had  not  the  least 
intention  independence,  or  a  separation  from 
the  Mother  country ;  otherwise,  she  could  never 
have  been  guilty  of  so  impolitic  a  resolution.  He 
asked,  then,  if  the  Committee  would  now  repeat 
the  mistake  with  their  eyes  opSo,  and  expose  our 
country  to  the  same  misfortunes,  and  our  fellow- 
citizens  to  a  repetition  of  sufferings,  by  a  measure 
■  that  promised  not  one  important  advantage  to  the 
Union  that  he  had  heard  of?  In  the  Ute  war, 
America  had  all  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  other 
European  nations  open  to  her,  but  now  circum- 
stances would  be  altered  j  in  case  of  a  war,  the 
Terr  reverse  would  be  onr  poeituMi}  excepting  as 
.  to  those  ot  France. 

Bfr.  B.  eonftned,  that  his  anomenta  were  found- 
ed od  his  conviction  that  ue  tesdntioB  was  a 
measure  that  would  necessarily  produce  ww,  im- 
mediate, inevitable  war. 

His  reasons  were  drawn  from  th%  presmt  state 
of  Great  Britain,  being  in  alliance  with  the  jaia- 
cipal  Powers  of  Europe,  and  imder  treaties  to 
make  all  wars,  arising  frtna  the  united  opposition 
to  France,  a  common  cause. 

The  necessity  ^e  would  have  of  employing  her 
sopemumerary  hands,  if  not  in  manufactures,  in 
her  armies  and  navies,  to  prevent  trouble  at  home 
added  to  her  old  grudge  against  us  on  account  o ' 

Sinciples,  that  promise  much  trouble  to  all  the 
onarchs  of  Europe.  Her  late  conduct  with  re- 
gard to  oar  trader  Kwaded  on  Ae  initraetiowctf 


the  8di  June,  and  6th  November  Ust  Her  widi- 
holding  the  posts,  contrary  to  every  jHrinciple  of 
justice  and  good  uiith.  and  against  the  most  poei- 
tive  assurances.  And  lastly,  from  the  anxiety  to 
regain  the  Territory  between  the  Lakes  and  the 
Mississippi.  He  agreed  that  neither  of  these  singlTf 
nor  evm  the  whMe  tfwether,  conld  justify  hw  m 
her  own  opinion,  in  making  an  open  attack  upon  us, 
but  might  tempt  her  to  construe  the  measure  o^re 
the  Committee  into  an  act  of  hostility  on  our  part, 
as  contrary  to  our  profened  neutrality.  He  said, 
it  was  a  point  conceded  in  the  Laws  of  Nations, 
that  granting  to  one  of  the  belligerent  Powers  ad- 
vantages in  your  ports,  which  were  refused  to  an- 
other, vras  a  breach  of  neutrality. 

The  object  with  Great  Britain  would  be,  to  ecm- 
vince  her  allies,  that  die  a^iiessioa  arose  on  ao- 
count  (^the  war  widi  Fiance,  to  prevaU  on  them 
to  make  it  a  common  cause;  and  in  diis  they 
would  not  want  plausible  evidmce.  It  was  not 
sufficient,  he  alleged,  ^Mt  we  knew  ourselves  in- 
nocent of  die  ehuge.  WVe  shotdd  be  prudenth- 
careful  not  mmeeewarily  to  give  reason  to  Justify 
the  construction.  If  the  previous  steps  of^  negiv 
tiaticm,  used  by  all  civilized  nations,  were  neglect- 
ed, tliey  would  have  the  advantage  of  the  aivu- 
ment  and  we  should  injure  ourselves.  He  asked 
if  any  gentleman  woula  say  that  a  prohibition  of 
commerce  at  the  eve  of  a  war,  or  even  the  apiHre- 
hension  of  it,  was  wisely  calculated  to  clothe  an . 
army,  reptenuh  our  ma^zines,  supply  our  arsen- 
als or  provide  a  revenue  by  which  to  support  a 
war? 

He  mshed  every  member  had  taken  the  trouble 
In  had  done,  of  looking  into  their  stcves,  inquiring 
wlut  was  on  hand,  calculating  what  would  be  ab- 
solutely necessary,  and  reflecting  seriously  and 
dispasNonately  on  the  sources  of  supply,  u  they 
had,  he  doubted  not  but  that  they  would  find  some- 
thing more  than  passion  and  resentaient  necessary, 
to  meet  the  probable  consequences  ^  so  premature 
a  determination. 

It  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  gentlemen  to 
differ  on  important  measures ;  and  he  would  not 
even  insinuate,  that  he  might  not  be  found  wnmg 
in  these  ideas,  and  wholly  mistaken  in  his  cOa- 
jectures  on  this  occasion,  but  he  b^ged  members 
to  consider  the  different  ground  on  much  the  two 
sides  of  the  House  stood.  If  the  minority,  of  whom 
he  expected  to  be  <hi^  dumld  in  the  ma  be  foond 
to  have  been  alarmed  with  eoaseqneaees  idtogether 
imJVmnded,  and  that  the  issue  proved  successful  to 
the  peace  of  our  common  countrv,  they  would  have 
the  happiness  of  rejoicing  with  the  majority  in 
thdr  supwior  wisdom  and  foresight ;  and  though 
even  they  should  suffer  in  character,  yet  their 
country  would  be  saved.  But  if  the  minority 
should  in  the  end  be  right,  and  onr  country  should 
be  deluged  in  a  destructive  war,  and  her  best  in- 
terests be  endangered  by  the  discovery  of  the  mis- 
take too  late  for  redress,  gentlemen  in  h.vot  of  the 
resolution,  would  sericnislj]  regret,  that  they  had 
not  at  least  used  more  caution. 

He  said,  as  at  present  advised,  he  should  gire 
his  vote  against  the  resoluticm.  It  would  he  nom 
a  Amoogn  ecmvictiaa,  on  dw  moat  onnfy  enm- 
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iuatiooj  that  the  reflolutioB  was  against  the  uierest 
and  Welfare  ot  the  United  Stales,  all  cireunutBiiees 
eoopiidered.  And  tbia  he  shoaM  do,  whoUy  ve- 
gardless  of  the  malevolent  iminuatioBs  that  Bri- 
tain had  an  influence  in  that  Houae.  He  felt  a 
eonsoious  dignity  of  mind,  a  Tirtuons  pride  of 
beaxt,  in  believing  that  it  was  not  all  the  wealth 
of  that  opnlenl  nation  could  pufohiAe  hia  inAu- 
race  to  a  aiu^e  nuamice  iiqtmous  to  his  eountrf ; 
aad  under  tCu  eonnetion,  h*  could  not  believe 
there  vas  a  raamhK  of  the  Gonunittee  in  n  di£^ 
mt  MedicaouMt. 

He  again  r^wated,  that  he  shotdd  most  since  rehr 
t^oice,  if  this  meaauf  e  should  be  adopted,  to  find, 
in  the  end,  that  hu  mind  had  viewed  i^  as  pro- 
ductive of  oonsequeaees  that  were  wholly  un- 
founded ;  and,  aUhoi^  under  bis  pseseat  -new  of 
the  sutyect,  conudering  1(  as  tnimteal  to  his  eoun- 
tJTjr,  he  was  bound  in  eiHtseienee  to  vote  against  it, 
yet  the  Councils  of  America  were  directed  by 
superior  wisdom,  and  that  this  cowHry  bad  relied 
die  rich  harvest  oi  peaoe  and  happiness.  But  it 
might  now  be  adied^  if  it  was  meant  passivelv  to 
submit  to  theinjuriesapknowted^ped  OB  all  hanos  to 
have  been  snstawed  by  the  i^enovs  aad  ovevbear- 
ii^condatt  of  Qreat  Britain?  He  answered  no,  by 

He  wwiktfi^low  tiieexBiB^Aeaand  pursiM  themea- 
fores  of  i^r  Mtkma  in  like  ciicumstaaers  w- 
wnaieaand  ncwnves  founded  k  potier  and  sound 
WuuBrstKBding.  He  wwld  bjr  a  tpeafai  Bnvey, 
make  biown  to  that  Court,  our  sense  of  hw  un- 
warrantable aggressions ;  he  would  demand  ia- 
Bediate  indraoaification  fos  the  present,  aad  secu- 
rity against  future  sufferings  of  the  tike  naturer- 
insist  on  n  categerical  anawer,  aflee  applying  to 
her  jufltioe  and  best  interests ;  and  if  at  last  a  war 
most  be  only  means  of  obtaiamg  justtDe,  he  would 
then  (befang  pBeviously  pvetpaiM;  meet  it,  aa  be- 
«ame  a  free  and  indcpenduit  natioa,  trusting  to 
4«  tighteottMese  of  her  cause. 

By  this  means,  the  other  nations  of  Buiope 
mud  be  made  fn^mmttd  with  ow  eon^kunts— 
l^Qcsn*  wittMnas  t»  oar  km  of  peace,  ud  beu 
(estimottY  to  ^e  juatiec  of  our  appeal  to  urns.  He 
•aid,  k«  had  fully  considered  thequest&oi^^-he  had 
nmd  it  in  every  point  of  light*-ke  had  ende*' 
wed  te  ofttsida  the  conaequeiMes  wbiek  most 
fNbaUy  would  arise  frtnn  it,  and  he  conhi  not 
pcmviaae  hu  mind,  tkat  the  measure  would  be 
pieduetivaof  any  good  to  tke  United  States,  while 
M  «&jred  auiny  reaavai  to  conclude,  that  it  might 
be  fraught  with  the  neatest  evii.  In  case  of  the 
most  sneoesiAil  war,  America  had  nethBig  to  gain, 
while  her  loss  of  Uood  aad  teeaswre  was  sure  and 
certain.  He  had  enoe  flattered  lumself  that  this 
wu  the  only  Country  on  the  globe.  Wiose  mter- 
«at  it  WW  to  be  at  peace  with  idl  worid,  and 
«t  Ike  same  ti«e  the  intnest  of  aU  the  world  to 
fae  at  peace  with  Ufc  But  be  ftaced  we  had  keeo 
■o  miuh  iienated  bv  a  resentmcBt  of  lajuries  cc- 
oeived,  as  to  lorn  m^A  of  our  true  mtereste  under 
ezistiiw  circumstaaoca,  and,  therefore,  should  be 
hurried  into  meastuaa  we  migltt  haraafter  have 
■  xeaeoB  seriiNiskf  to  lamftiL 
Tbe  CcNiunittMi  BOW  loMb 


MOHMT,  April  14. 
A  petition  of  ^iMp  Alien  and  Zaeburiah  AUeo, 
of  Providence,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  ina>> 
ohuts,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  pnj- 

7diattheyma3f  be  exonerated  from  the  payinat 
the  duty  imiMMed  on  fbreign  vessels,  to  i^di 
they  vrill  be  subjected  in  the  ease  of  the  ship  Bbrie 
Indiemw.  which  was  pnrahaaed  by  the  petitinas 
itt  the  Isle  ot  France,  to  briqg  honw  the  esraodf 
the  brigandne  Abigail,  an  Amerieanbott«n,i»jd 
was  rendered  unfit  for  the  voyage,  and  iaeaptUt 
of  being  repaired ;  also,  diat  a  special  act  may  be 
Mssed,  authorising  die  Odleetor  (rf'the  distriettf 
Pravtocaee  to  register  the  said  ship  as  a  vessd  of 
the  United  States. 

Ordered,  l^at  the  said  petition  be  rrfencd  to 
Mr.  Bbhjamin  Boubhs,  bfr.  Fostbb,  and  Mr.  8. 
BouBHB ;  that  ther  do  examine  the  matter  then- 
at,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  dim- 
upon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Mdsrat,  from  the  eommhtee  appointed, 
preeented  a  biM  supplementary  to  "  An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  deifenoe  of  cCTtain  ports  and  bsnon 
in.  the  United  Stales  f  which  wbs  read  twice  ni 
comnutted. 

'  A  memoii^  sundry  cfCiKeas  of  the  Otty  of 
Annapolis^  in  the  Stsle  of  Maryland,  was  pieMnt* 
ed  to  dw  Howe  and  rea^  l^y^  Goagms 
may  adopt  snoh  meusum  ae  in  ^or  wisdom  ^ 
be  deemed  most  cxpedtent  and  effectual  for  dwiag 
the  said  City  of  Ann^olis  in  a  state  of  deieoee. 

Orcferad,  That  Ae  said  memorial  be  ref^redlo 
I  the  committee  last  appointed. 

Ob  a  motioB  made  and  seeraded  Aatthe  Hoax 
:  do  come  Co  ^  followtag  restrfution : 

"XeaoMfhythe  Smote  and  House  of  Saraenta' 
Uva  of  the  vnited  Btatet  of  Amtriea  m  V<mgrm 
ammikd,  ThetthepreMBteaibwgobecont&iwd«s<u 
eveiy  ngolaiioD  mnoenong  Ae  nme  shifl  Dtinral 
finoe  uMtf  tb»  di^of  :** 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  be  conunitted 
to  a  Committee  of  ^e  Whole  House  to-morror. 

ixaN-mTWiovvB&  with  chebat  umv- 

The  House  again  leiolVBd  itnlf  i&toa  Cmintt* 
tea  of  tha  Wh^e  Hottse  on  the  IttotioB  of  the  m 
instwt,  to  prohibit  all  eoemiereid  mtereoturse 
tweea  the  oitinns  of  the  United  States  end  toe 
subjects  of  the  Kii^  of  Great  Bri4a%  to  Ikr  tf 
the  same  respects  articles  of  the  grown  or  lua*' 
beture  of  Qreat  Britain  or  Freknd. 

Mr.  SwtPT  cDmmeneed  his  observatjims  by  tfr 
Burkdng,  that  it  w«s  extremely  painM  to  cfHUin** 
the  time  of  the  Committee  in  discnsnng  a  me** 
suK,  vAen  it  was  apparmt  that  there  was  a  de- 
cided majority  against  ike  opinion  vrtiieh  he  enter- 
tamed.  Bat  ^  resolutkm  <hi  the  table  deem 
aAeted  the  iaferest  of  his  country,  and  wobh 
probably  be  productive  of  the  greatest  injury ;  M 
tketefon  deemed  it  proper  fbr  him  toowru| 
aeBtiHMnfti  on  the  sbI^l  He  sidd,  if  wetumn 
our  atieBtioB  to  h  period  not  very  remo^i  *^ 
shaaU  And  oar  eoMy  floof  Ishiug  in  the  higb^ 
pro^erityaodfUioity ;  but  the  prospect  had  IstdT 
been  ehangwl.  We  Imve  beea  attacked  on 
sidas,  Hid  our  eomnmegree  neatly*  destroyed.  > 
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tke  West  Indies,  we  Wre  -not  oaly  BUffsred  spolia- 
tions on  (Hu  tnue,  bat  out  citsens  have  beea  ex^ 
jBoeed  to  tke  moBt  a^caTated  inmlts  and  abuse. 
All  widied  to  otoin  redreei  fac  then  injuries: 
tfie  Afoeaeeftf  winieo  leepeeted  mode.  It  was, 
therefore,  extremely  unfair  to  elurge  the  gentle- 
men irtio  opposed  this  meaatae  with  tameness 
vudar  the  lanilta  and  injuries  offered  to  their 
ocNuHry,  beeaose  dwy  deemed  diis  mode  to  be  in> 
•ttaient,  when  they  declared  their  readiness  to 
porane  those  measures  which  they  conceiTed  wnre 
■HMt  effectual  to  obtain  satuftction  for  the  iignries 
we  hare  sustained. 

The  gentlemen  who  atfrocate  the  resolution  on 
the  ufale,  eontead,  that  it  is  ealoolated  to  prerent 
m  wmr^  to  fveserrc  peace,  otrtain  satiaftctum  for 
our  iaioriee.  and  bring  QxeaA  Britain  to  her  senses. 
U*  aneh  would  be  the  effect  of  the  measuje,  no  pa- 
aon  wotild  oppose  it  But  wiiat  reason  hare  we 
to  believe  that  such  wiU  be  the  efi^t  it  wUl  pro- 
#Me^  The  only  iwineipte  by  irtiieh  the  measure 
can  operate,  is,  that  so  hnporiantaad  interestinff  to 
Great  Britain  is  our  commnrcial  connexion,  uiat 
nther  thansaerifioe  it,  they  will  oompky  with  our 
tmns.  Bm  can  it  be  said,  that  our  commerce  is 
ao  impmant  to  them,  that  to  deprive  them  of  it 
will  aeecssarily  pradnce  this  efleot )  The  contrary 
was  demonstrated  ki  the  late  war,  which  termi- 
nMed  in  oar  ReTolntiou.  The  British  nation  were 
ahle  to  exist  not  only  without  om-  onnmerce,  but, 
aa  ihB  same  time,  to  carry  on  a  war  against  us, 
and  gainst  France,  Holland,  and  Bpaia,  in  which 
fbey  obtained  Tictories  over  the  fleets  of  those  na- 
tions. AH  this  diey  were  emUed  to  do  without 
oar  commerce,  and  they  caiHiot  now  be  said  to  be 
ao  dependent  on  us  that  they  cannot  lire  wi^ot 
na.  Jt  eannot^  therefiwe,  be  sud  that  this  uMBsure 
moat  necessarily  produce  the  ^cAets  -w^ch  are 
ootBunwated. 

if r.  8.  oiwerred,  that  tlmre  were  eonehuiroTCa- 
aotas  to  belicTe  -dmt  the  ivselotion  would  not  pro- 
dace  sneh  eOhets.  It  must  «CTtaii^y  be  considered 
•a ODUtaimng  a  menace— « thrsat,andas dictating 
teauM  to  Owat  Britain.  All  adinowledged  that 
nation  to  be  haogfaty,  insolent,  and  imperious,  in 
dtt  highest  degree.  Will  not  their  pride  and  nn- 
pcn-tance  be  wonnded  at  an  attonpt  to  impose  upon 
tfaeaa  the  eeoditions  by  'wfaieh  our  commercial 
cmmexion  is  to  be  continued  ?  WiU  they  not  eoar 
aider  the  national  dignity  to  be  insulted  ?  Will  it 
not  excite  a  resentment  and  ini^^tion  that  w^ 
preclude  all  possibility  of  Teooneiliation  ?  The 
sentiments  of  the  British  nation  m  these  rei^ieets 
ace  Iff^  no  means  to  be  justified,  but  if  we  intend  a 
B^oiiaticm,  we  ought  to  pusae  it  in  soeh  a  man- 
ner  aa  will  wtAably  prodoee  sncoess,  and  not  ad^ 
dmeaa  a  amm  natim  m  i3mx  menacing  twe  which 
will  defeat  the  otfjeet  we  ^irish  to  obtein.  It  hap- 
pens  that  some  gentlemen  hare  made  lingular 
calenlatimn  upon  the  sueeess  of  this  measure, 
'nrey  snppese  that  if  Oongrees  ^^nm  an  act  pro- 
scribmg  me  terms  of  aeeonunodatioa,  and  transmit 
it  to  our  Minister  resident  at  London,  that  Great 
Britain  wUl  be  alarmed  and  frightened  at  the  pros- 
pect of  the  toss  of  our  commerce;  Aat  they  will 
iBMdiai^  toatply  wiA  oiirtennB,and  make  ns 


the  repaeattsn  we  deoAnd.  An  act  of  Congress 
is  to  gorem  one  of  the  most  piovd,  insolent,  and 
powerlhl  natioks  on  the  gboe.  if  we  are  not 
nraud  and  inmlent,  we  at  least  hare  a  claim  to  a 
liberal  share  of  raaity  and  sdfoonfidenoe.  This 
wooM  ba  an  excellent  instmnent  to  gorera  ikt 
British  nntion ;  but  we  hare  -reason  to  tbii^  dwt 
diey  will  huigh  at  the  idea,  imrtaad  of  being  fr^rfaf 

Mr.  8.  then  remarked,  that  we  oogin  to  pnrsoe 
a  diierent  mode ;  that,  by  the  Laws  of  Nations, 
negotiation,  unaccompanied  by  any  menaeiag 
measures,  was  ^e  j>roper  step,  and  ^ere  way  the 
fniiest  [ffospeet  m  success.  He  considered  the 
contrercrsy  and  di^te  sidwisting  between  Great 
attain  and  the  United  States  to  oe  in  a  situation 
peculiarly  proper  for  nesotiati tm,  and  that  there  wfee 
the  Purest  Insu  for  explanations  and  aooommoda- 
tiona.  He  said  that  no  eomphdnt  had  been  made 
on  our  jpart  to  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  atatinc 
our  imuries,  and  demanding  sati^uition;  aM 
^at  when  Mr.  Puukney,  oat  Minister  at  Londoni 
demanded  an  explanation  of  the  intention  of  die 
British  Court,  b]rtheordBrofthe6tfaof  Noreraber, 
Aey  declared  that  no  erademnations  wwe  to  take 
idaoe  in  virtue  of  it,  which  woold  not  hare  been 
le^iftheofder  had  not faeM  issued.  Acmstrue* 
tion  was  put  upon  that  order  by  the  Ministry, 
which  denies  the  ninciples  on  which  the  con* 
demnation  in  the  West  Indies  had  been  founded, 
and  which  of  course  disarows  the  transactions  of 
which  we  complain.  We  may,  therefore,  fairly 
suppose  ^at  the  Court  of  Admiralty  in  the  West 
Indies  hare  contradicted  the  orders  and  intentions 
of  the  British  Ministry.  We  hare  not  heard  w^ 
effect  these  C(»deiiinatimis  of  our  vessds  have  had 
cm  the  British  Coort  if  we  Amid  state  to  (hem 
the  injniias  we  have  aastiined-*whtdi  We  eag^ 
to  do,  aa  diey  have  been  cwnmltted  hi  a  remoM 
part  of  Aeh  Mouaioas,  apparently  eontmry  to  dte 
design  cf  the  Goart-— there  is  the  strongest  reason 
to  believe  that  we  ^all  obtain  redress ;  beeaosa, 
by  their  own  construction  of  the  order  of  the  6ch 
of  Koremher,  they  hare  disapproved  ot  the  ptfak>' 
cij^e  by  which  the  injuries  fanre  been  committed, 
and  of  course  they  are  bound,  by  their  own  con- 
struction, to  make  us  that  satisfaotion  which  we 
demand. 

Mr.  S.  saidj  if  we  condneted  a  negotiation  with- 
out giving  ofienoc,  it  was  mobahle  we  should  ob- 
tain the  licence  of  the  Briti^  snb^eeu  in  onr 
&ror.  If,  when  the  American  merchants  in  Lon- 
don, discovered  the  order  of  the  6th  of  Norember. 
they  wen  alaAned,  and  immadiately  deBUnded 
an  explaaatiwi  olAe  Gonrt,  this  riiows  Aat  thna 
is  a  powerfld  intsiest  in  that  eooatqr  m  Atver  of 
a  commereiid  eaanexion  with  this.  If  we  do 
nothing  to  wound  Aeir  ^'de,  this  influenee  will 
be  exerted  to  preserve  the  connexion.  The  mu- 
tual interest  and  welfare  of  both  coantries  may'be 
lairly  taken  into  eoasidentimi,  in  adjusting  the 
disp^e  But  if  we  adopt  a  menacing  measure, 
(^ensireto  the  nation,  we  shall  lose  the  iofloenee 
of  our  friends  in  aoeom[dishing  an  accommoda- 
tion. While  sneh  is  the  state  of  oar  aAirs,  we 
eaght  to  ary  «  ftir  aegotiaiion,  on  avoal  and  Ubeml 
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teims,  UDembarrassed  hj  anf  menace  or  insolL 
and  theie  can  be  no  doubt  bat  that  the  measure  will 
be  attended  with  success.  But  if  Great  Britain 
will  not  negotiate  and  do  justice  to  this  country, 
Mr.  S.  |dedged  himself  to  support  the  most  ener- 
getic measarea  to  assert  our  rights,  and  maintain 
ovr  national  dignity.  Wbeu  war  had  become  un- 
aroidaUe— andthat  time  mi^ht  happen— be  would 
meet  it  with  firmness  and  iortitude ;  but  while  it 
was  possible  to  imserre  peace,  he  conceived  it  to 
be  a  duty  he  owed  to  his  country  to  do  all  in  his 
power  to  preserve  it. 

Mr.  8.  obserred,  that  while  he  considered  n^^ 
liatitm  to  be  attended  to  by  all  nations,  he  mid 
particular  reasons  to  wish  that  it  might  be  adoMed 
by  the  United  States.  He  wished  that  this  Re- 
piifaJiic  might  establish  and  act  upon  a  prineifde 
which  was  calculated  to  bring  national  disputes 
t»  an  amicable  accommodation  and  prevent  the 
calamities  of  war. 

Ur.  8.  then  remarked  npon  some  particular  ob* 
jeeUoos  to  the  resolotion.  He  said  that  the  *ni^ 
lander  of  the  Western  posts  and  payment  for 
negroes  carried  away  contrary  to  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  waa  a  subject  of  controversy  that  haa  no 
•onnexiMi  with  and  on^t  not  to  be  connected 
with  the  spoliatKMisoMnmitted  on  our  commerce; 
and  was  calculated  not  only  to  prevent  the  obtain- 
ing of  that  compensation  to  which  our  merchants 
were  entitled,  but  to  cut  off  forever  aU  commercial 
intercourse  with  Great  Britain.  It  is  a  well  known 
&ct,  that  Great  Britain  has  charged  the  United 
States  with  being  guilty  of  the  first  infraction  of 
the  treaty,  and  that  the  United  States  have  retorted 
the  eha^.  While  they  seriouslv  bdieved,  that 
we  were  the  first  violators  of  the  treaty,  what 
wmild  they  say  to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  which 
momiced  all  eonneiion  with  them,  unless  they 
would  fulfil  the  terms  of  a  treaty  which  they  eon- 
sidned  themselves  to  be  diachaiged  from  by  our 
first  violatioul  Could  it  be  expected,  that  they 
woidd  comidy  with  terms  so  haughty  and  inso- 
lent 1  Cotud  any  person  suppose  that  the  proud 
nation  of  Great  Britain  would  humble  themselves 
before  us  in  this  manner  1  Would  they  not  con- 
sider their  national  honor  to  be  affected,  and 
abaadcm  all  connexion  with  us  before  they  would 
submit  to  terras  so  humiliating  and  degrading? 

Mr.  S.  remarked,  that  he  £d  not  mean  to  say, 
that  the  United  States  &rst  infringed  the  treaty ; 
for  the  purpose  of  his  argument,  it  was  sufficient 
to  say,  that  Great  Britain  thou^t  so,  and  such  be- 
iac  her  impression  the  same  consequences  would 
nUow  as  if  such  waa  die  ftct.  And  the  dispute 
n^eetinj;  the  Wettem  posts,  which  could  be  of 
Mt  little  mtportanee  to  this  country,  mwht  forever 
mtermpt  a  commerce  which  was  of  the  neatest 
importanee.  He  did  not  think  that  the  Western 
posts  were  worth  so  great  a  sacriftee. 

If  this  resriution  be  adopted,  we  cannot  recede 
in  honor  unless  there  be  a  compliance  with  every 
article.  It  may  then  happen  that  a  dispute  re- 
jecting some  trifling  subjects  may  prevent  a  re- 
storation of  that  commerce  which  will  be  of  great 
and  important  value.  But  if  we  do  not  in  the 
int  instanee  give  them  our  tdtimatum  we  may 


discover  the  terms  on  vriiich  diey  will  negotiate 
and  then  it  will  be  in  our  power  without  any  tm- 
barrassm«it  frmn  an  antecedent  law  to  eonadcr 
what  Is  best  to  be  dne,  and  m^K  any  coneeawn 
that  oar  interest  requires  and  which  is  eompitiUe 
widi  honor. 

If  Great  Britain  should  be  disposed  to  negotiitB 
and  comidy  with  the  conditions  we  ofier.-saeh  ii 
the  nature,  variety  and  extent  of  our  dispateL 
that  the  discusnon  and  adjustment  of  them  wooU 
require  so  great  a  length  of  time,  that  the  loss 
arising  from  the  interruption  of  our  commeree 
during  that  period  would  be  of  greatei  otmsegnenoe 
than  the  objects  of  dispute.  For,  if  this  measure 
be  adopted,  we  must  expect  a  total  interrup^a  (if 
all  commerce  with  all  parts  of  the  British  dorata* 
ions,  as  relative  to  exports  as  well  as  imports,  fat 
though  the  resolution  only  contemplated  the  pro? 
hibition  of  manoiactures  from  Gh:eat  Britaia  tad 
Ireland ;  yet.  we  in^t  be  satisfied  that  Gnit 
Britain  wvuld  not  give  ns  a  trade  that  was  pnfi^ 
Mb  onhr  to  ourselves. 

Mr.  B.  observed  that  we  ong^t  to  eonaiderthat 
if  this  ftfoposition  should  be  adopted  what  neat 
alterations  would  lake  {dace  in  the  value  of  {>»■ 
perty  j  foreign  articles  would  rise,  and  domestie 
aU.  An  immense  profit  would  accrue  to  ibe 
owners  on  the  Spring  goods  which  might  anin 
before  it  was  intended  that  the  act  should  eras* 
mence  its  operaticm.  There  could  be  no  doiUit 
but  that  in  a  short  time  a  variation  in  the  valae  of 
property  contrary  to  the  interest  of  this  eonntrr 
would  ttike  place  to  a  far  ereater  amount  than  afl 
the  spoliations  which  had  heen  committed  (m  oar 
commerce.  Merchants  who  had  large  qoaatilici 
of  goods  on  hand,  would  profit  by  the  mearaifeaM 
the  agricultoml  part  of  the  eonunonity  wooU  be 
obliged  to  sustain  the  toss. 

It  had  been  suggested  that  the  feode  woe 
anxious  for  the  measure.  It  ms  prohaUa  tutt 
some,  who  had  a  jpartieolar  intoest  to  "'T'^,^ 
the  intermptitm  of  trade,  were  in  fitvor  <^  it ;  but 
the  most  considerate  part  <rf  the  c<xnmunity  wm 
by  no  means  that  sentiment.  But  let  ^fP^ 
pular  opiniw  be  what  it  would,  too  much  had  been 
said  about  it.  We  are  not  to  be  influenwd  vj 
such  considerationa,  but  are  oaily  to  rmrd  tK 
public  wel&re.  Th^  we  ought  to  guard  againn 
all  popular  tnfiuence  as  being  of  the  most  dai^ 
oustendencv.  That  there  was  no  <lu^r  to  M 
apprehendea  from  the  Government;  tnatitoa|f 
not  the  power,  and  had  never  shown  any  ^^'P^ 
ti<Mi  to  encroach  upon  or  opi^ess  the  people;  tw 
the  only  danger  that  exists  is  from  the  ^^'^^ 
ment  of  the  people  on  the  Government,  sad  n 
the  Government  ever  does  &1L  it  will  beowioffu 
the  too  great  prevalence  of  aloeal  popular  uuHJ 
ence,  which  does  not  speak  the  general  soise  « 
the  community.  , 

But  if  this  resolution  should  be  rejected  asaj 
nw>tiation  pursued,  it  will  be  accompwuM  *2 
an  implied  declaration  that  if  it  feUs, 
Stotes  will  take  proper  steps  to  obtain  i«dn» 
which  will  have  all  the  influence  to  «««« 
&cilitate  a  negotiation  that  can  be  <lfU^J? 
thia  measure,  vnembarraassd  with  any  of  tae  »• 
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conTenieiiew.  If  the  negotutiou  should  fail,  we 
can  have  recourse  to  this  measnre  with  the  same 
efficacf  then,  as  now,  and  it  will  produce  the 
effects;  for  our  commerce  must  be  as  important 
to  Great  Britain  at  the  end  of  six  months  as  now. 

It  had  been  suggested  that  the  opposen  of  the 
molntion  vere  under  JMtiah  iuflnoice  and  in- 
terest Blr.  S.  did  not  intimate  that  any  gentle- 
mau  of  the  Committee  had  thrown  out  uiat  idea, 
but  he  said  it  was  a  popular  opinion,  and  rerypre- 
▼alent.  He  remarked  that  the  charge  was  unjust, 
eiud,  and  unfwnded  i  that  for  himMl^  he  felt  no 
inflnoKe ;  he  stood  on  American  ground,  and  was 
inflnenced  only  bjr  American  feelings.  He  did 
not  advocate  any  commercial  connexion  with 
Gbeat  Britain  from  any  regard  to  that  nation,  but 
merely  from  a  regard  to  his  own  countrj,  wnose 
interest  he  craeeived  to  be  promoted  by  that  con- 
nexion. He  remarked  that  some,  who  were  con- 
■idered  as  British  agents,  had  boasted  of  their  in- 
fluence in  the  Legi^ature.  He  declared  tbat  no 
such  influence  existed;  and  that  he  most  heartily' 
desptsed  thoee  peraons,  who  had  the  etiGrontery  to 
pcciend  that  it  aid  exist. 

Blr.  S.  nmarkedthat  a  popular  opinion  in  seme 
parts  ef  the  UnioB  had  been  prerailmg}  dut  many 
ci  the  R^escntatiTes  in  Congress  were  undor 
such  an  infinence  arising  from  the  funding  system, 
that  they  dared  not  adopt  measures  necessary  for 
the  poUic  defence,  for  fear  the  interett  «  the 
national  debt  should  remain  unpaid.  He  said  that 
a  most  unreasonaUe  and  unfounded  jealou^  re* 
specting  the  funding  system  existed  among  the 
pcoide :  that  he  was  satisfied,  during  the  time  he 
had  held  his  present  office,  that  no  measure  had 
been  influencied  by  an  exclusive  tenurd  to  the 
public  debt ;  that  he  had  never  ownea  a  farthing 
m  the  public  funds;  but  he  considered  tbat^  let 
whatever  events  take  place,  the  national  debt 
mnst  be  paid }  that  if  it  were  necessary  he  would 
rate  ffHT  ft  land  tax  for  that  purpose,  tot  he  con- 
sidered the  &ith  of  the  Gk>vnnment  fledged  for 
die  payment  of  th^  debt,  and  he  would  never 
ndnte  the  natioial  fiuth;  such  being  die  security 
of  the  debt,  none  of  the  holders  had  any  reason  to 
m^rehend  a  failure  of  paymen^  and  therefore 
wme  of  the  Committee  eoutd  be  mfiuenced  by  an 
awrehension  of  the  f^ure  of  payment. 

Mr.  8.  said  that  we  ought  to  consider  the  ten- 
'dency  of  this  measure  to  a  war.  Many  of  the 
friends  of  it  had  denied  this,  and  declued  that 
they  considered  it  to  be  a  peaeeftil  measure ;  l»t 
will  all  Ay  this? 

A  {^tleman  from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Dattoh] 
has  said  that  he  is  in  favor  of  it ;  because  he  con- 
siden  it  to  be  a  stejming  stone  to  the  threshold  of 
sequestration.  Mr.  S.  said  that  he  respected  the 
Tirtnes  and  the  talents  of  that  gentleman ;  he  be-^ 
liered  his  int^rity  to  be  unimpeachable,  and  that 
be  acted  fkom  the  purest  motives;  that  he  did  not 
vudi  to  wound  his  feelugs^  but  thatbe  was  bound 
iii.dutf  to  express  his  sentiments  reflecting  any 
pnqiosition  m  should  make ;  he  considered  the 
prc^KwitiMiof  sequestration  as  onmectedwitii  this 
measure  by  what  the  gentleman  himself  had  said, 
ud  tnm  uunce  he  d^ived  an  ais™^^  agaiast- 
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it.  He  had  said  that  this  resolution  was  tiie  st^ 
ping  stone  of  sequestration ;  if  that  be  true,  Mr. 
S.  said  he  should  step  on  this  stone  with  horrw 
and  indignation ;  he  should  consider  it  to  be  the 
step  stone  to  the  temple  of  infuny,  wretchedness, 
and  ruin ;  he  considered  that  it  would  not  only 
invcAve  his  emmtry  in  disgrace,  but  in  aU  the  en- 
lamities  of  a  war. 

He  said  that  gentlemoi  ought  to  unfold  the 
whole  sjrstem  of  their  measures  with  their  object 
and  design,  and  not  deceive  _peo|de  into  measures 
which  they  woald  reprobate  if  they  knew  the  ooo- 
sequenees ;  that  he  believed  while  there  were  gen- 
tlemen  irao  had  nothing  but  peace  in  view,  that 
there  were  many  who  mteoded  to  defeat  a  nego- 
tiation, to  dissolve  our  commercial  connexion 
with  Qreat  Britain  forever,  and  who  were  willing 
to  plunge  us  into  a  war  with  that  nation.  If  gen- 
tlemen liad  not  that  deugn,  let  them  come  forward 
and  declare  it;  but  while  there  was  reasMi  to  soa- 
pect  such  a  desicn,  the  gentlemen  who  were  in 
favor  of  the  resnution  under  consideration,  but 
intended  nothing  more,  owht  to  be  cautiem  how 
they  adopted  a  measure  tut  would  lead  to  dui 
most  mischierous  consequences. 

On  a  full  wmaderatton  of  the  ud;t)eet,Hr.J3. 
said  that  he  was  convinced  th^  Uus  measure 
wodd  lead  to  a  war;  bnt  if  a  fair  uesotiatiQB 
should  be  attempted,  he  had  no  doubt  but  that 
all  cmtroversies  might  be  settle^  ample  satie- 
&eti(Mi  obtained,  commerce  restored,  and  diat  oar 
conntiy  would  continue  to  flourish  and  pnwper. 

Mr.S  HITS  (of  S.C.^  was  opposed  to  the  mMmr^ 
because  it  was  ioeonsistent  with  that  smrit  of  i^^RO- 
tiation  which  was  contemplated  not  only  by  the  Sx- 
ecutive,  but  by  Congress ;  for,  although  some  mem- 
bers se^ed  averse  to  any  further  attempt  at  ne- 
gotiation, yet  it  was  evidendy  the  wish  of  a  consi- 
derable majority  to  ^ve  it  another  trial. 

The  measure  earned  with  it  a  menace:  it  held 
out  this  language:  -that,  unless  Great  Britaia 
would  cosisent  to  certain  measures,  the  United 
States  would  punish  her  by  certain  other  mes* 
snres.  This  language  bad  a  direct  tendency  to 
defeat  all  negotiation ;  for  no  nation  would  erec 
treat  on  such  terms.  Evw  were  Great  Britaia 
di^MMed  to  make  coaid^  satisfiution  for  evny 
injury,  her  pride  would  restrain  her  from  making 
concessions  which  might  appear  the  result  ct 
threats  and  apprehensicHis. 

This  had  been  compared  to  the  case  of  an  indi- 
vidual, and  it  had  been  shown  that,  in  conuumi 
lifcj  no  man  of  spirit  would  make  atonement  for 
an  rajury  when  it  was  demanded  with  a  threat  of 
punishin^it,  if  withheld.  Mr.  S.  applied  the  cose 
to  ourselvee.  He  brought  it  home  to  the  feelings 
of  the  members  themselves,  and  he  asked  if  they, 
under  similar  circumstances,  either  as  private  oi 
public  characters,  would  not,  from  a  ^arit  nm* 
tiimal  pride,  qmia  at  die  idea  of  hanng  redress 
exttvted  }vf  menaces? 

Great  Britain  would  be  disposed  to  nuke  or 
withhold  reparation  according  to  events  in  Eb> 
rope,  and  according  to  her  view  of  the  advan- 
tages or  disBidvantages  resulting  &<»n  a  war  with 
the  United  States.  By  that  new  vonld  het  a»- 
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SWOT  be  gi^iTemed.  Sboald  tj^  Cabinet  of  tbat 
nation  b^tate  with  respect  to  peace  at  war,  a 
awaanre  like  this  would  imdoabtealjr  deeide  thooa 
■eaiiiBt  peace.  Their  luignage  wimld  namraUy 
H,  Nre  wem  dJapoacd  to  aoeomiiMdate  all  difl^ 
onees  on  the  most  araiaalde  lernu ;  but  such  «duh 
position,  nnder  Ae  preteot  circumstances,  would 
appear  to  be  the  n»nlt  of  fear  excited  by  fonx 
tneeatf,  and  commit  our  r^Ritatioa  in  the  eyes  of 
OU  tlw  worid.  Yon  most,  therefore,  pursue  your 
neosares,  and  we  shall  pursue  ours."  Mr.  S. 
aiked  whether  this  would  not  be  the  language  of 
erery  natiMi  in  a  like  situation  t  He  was  per- 
toaded  it  would  be  oars.  There  was  nodiing  pu- 
siUanimous  in  asting  reparation  in  decent  terms, 
noeeompanied  with  tlveats.  It  was  the  common 
pnctioe  of  all  nations.  Cienoa  had  recently, 
tbouffh  her  neutrality  had  been  riolated,  and  her 
■ort 'blocked  ap)  sent  an  Envojr  Extraordinary  to 
Bveot  Britain  to  demand  satufcction.  Her  de- 
mad  was  eoaehcdia  nild  and  «inl  languatfej 
nt  Gnfla  was  umTenaUr  of^nded  m  Ear 
mmam  and  4he  dlflpitf  of  her  conduet  as  a  neu- 
tial  Pow«r.  Jt  was  noteiuM^^  to  say  that  we  had 
been  grossly  insukcd  ;  ihia  was  admitted  in  its 
ftille«t  flztcot  Bat  enry  ^nation,  when  it  re- 
qidied  redress,  was previoaBly instated.  TheTery 
■emand  of  satisfaetMm  im]died  anteeedent  injnry. 
Nations,  bowcTer,  negotiated  without  threats. 
Why,  taea,  did -fentleaen  so-frequentlyxtry  out, 
wlwt  1  shall  we  n^fotiate  with  a  nation  which  bos 
Tielated  om  rigfata?  He  would^ank  thosegeatle- 
mm,  wkm  neeotiation  was  necessary,  but  in  the 
ease  of  vioiatM  rights?  He  would  lurther  ask 
tkekn,  whether  they  were  not  the  first  to  urge  ne- 
gottatieii  with  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  who  had  cap- 
tnied  our  Tassels,  ud  denaded  our  miscraUe  fel- 
kavHUtszMis  to  the  levu  of  ^beasts  of  'burden^ 
Whether  tfwr  did  not  oppose  'the  Naml  Arma- 
iDMt,  leat  it^Mitd'iidtate  the  JUgerineiL  and  pre- 
venrt  t^e  sueoess  of  negotktifM  9  Was  it  aot  the 
eonetant  policy-. of  this  eoontiy  to  Mgotiate  with 
the  Indianfl  when  praetioable,  rather  Oan  to  make 
war  with  ibtm  t  Why,  then,  raise  objections  to 
a  negotiation  with  England?  Or  why,  afier 
hairing  admitted  tiiat  atgotiatioa  ^11  be  at* 
tempted,  defeat  it  by  these  pnnjei^  1  If  <a  nqgo- 
nty  of  the  House  ore  ripe  &r  war,  let  us  say  so, 
and  act  consistently ;  but  let  us  not  hold  one  lan- 
guage at  one  time,  and  contmdiot  ,it  at  another; 
Kt  us  not  say  we  are  fn  peoee,  and  immediately 
adcM  a  war  neosore. 

Mr.  B.  inferred  from  theeeobamratiiuu.  thatne^ 
gotiatioa  being  determined  on,  he  was  boiud  to 
laiiM  any  and' every  «et  wUeb  tended  to  Austiate 
Aot  MgotiaiioiL  But,  wfatte^he  was  thus  ftrtiie 
«iRn"ifHr  jn  awdb,  he  was,  at  Ae  same  time,  for 
ikafiiriMnrin  and  he  called  upon  die  adw- 
oMesi^  this  solmne  to  join  him  m  those  mea- 
sarWj  which,  at  the  sonw  tine  «hat  they  were 
free  from  the  foregoinc  objeetiow,  wonld,  ia  his 
opinioo,  eiAer  give  efikct '  to  die  negotiation,  or 
MMue         the  bvcnt  <tf  its  fiitere. 

A  gentkmon  had  said,  we  have  fortified  oar 
hai>bon,  we  have  ^ed  our  ancnals,  we  haTC  inr 
 '  the  BfUitalty  Bstahlishmsnti  mam  we 


must  do  something  more.  Bat  the  getlenm.  in 
the  warmth  £•  imagination,  £ad  mistuiB 
things -to  be  done  for  thiags  aotomly  done.  Tbt 
fiwt  WBS^  that  the  gentleman  was  entirdf  u- 
foonded  m  all  these  anertioas.  We  hare  not  fcf 
tified  oar  harbors,  we  have  net  aupobed«arane&- 
al^  we  hftTe  not  augmented  our  military  stnngdL 
It  is  tone  we  hare  it  all  on  paper,  but  the  T«y» 
Tcnaes  necMsary  for  the  existence  of  all  those  <■• 
sential  pomts,  are  not  yet  reported  by  the  Co» 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means ;  and,  vntil  those  hi» 
nues  exist,  the  laws  we  Iwre  pamad  wlU  berf 
little  aTail. 

It  was  proposed  by  the  law,  that  the  oomb- 
portatkm  should  not  take  effect  till  Noremba 
next,  -and  that  distant  period  was  fixed  for  iti  aft 
ration,  to  afibrd  time  for  the  result  of  the  om/OMi- 
don,  and  that  Congress  mig^t  preriousl^  w  is 
sessioo,  in  order  to  repeal  tlie  law  if  the  lugotit* 
tion  shouM  succeed.  Thus,  while  thfrTerykwitictf 
admitted  the  propriety  of  a  negotiation,  it  cwmfl 
widi  it  the  very  death-wound  of  all  oegetistios, 
by  expressly  pirpwting  tote  interrema.  Ifii 
was  not  intended  as  a  threat,  why  not  wait  till 
Norember,  and  then  adopt  the  measare,  if  eoaie- 
dient.  &:^poBe  this  House  shoald  ib  Norawnr 
deem  the  measure  inexpedient,  they  euaot  » 
peal  it  without  theeoncurrenoeof  the  Senate  ssd 
PaBeinBNT.  Thus  they  fotcstal  the  wdpftcatif 
the  House,  and  deprire  themseiTes  of  tSat  linde- 
pendenee  which  diey  ought  to  posseM,  to  aet  b 
the  next  session  aoooadiag  to  th!eir  then  nev « 
things. 

Some  members  had  proposed  the  1st  of  Noren- 
her,  in  cwder  to  admit  me  iPall  soodB ;  but,  if  tUt 
was  the  dnugn,  the  period  wotud  be  an  impn^ 
one,  for  it  woon  be  extremely  oneqaal  inils«fs- 
rations.  In  some  ^  the  States,  the  Fall  rasMi 
might  genenlly-be  onived  by  that  time;  bat,  n 
some  of  ithe  SeMkem  Blates,  they  weald  be  gne- 
mUy  exdnded,' and, these  Smtas  d^rired  of  ntx 
expected  supplies. 

He  further  objecAed  to  the  measaic,  <»  the 
gtotmds  of  ita.diotating  the  terms  of  neyotistiaii, 
which  was  oot  within  the  woTince  (A  tbis  Hoaie, 
and  was  thenfora  intetfUermg  wUh  the  ExeeoliH 
and  so  fiur  a  departure  from  the  spirit  of  the  Oat 
stitution;  bat  thip  ground  hanog  been  fidlf  dH- 
cussed  by  other  members,  he  shodld  not  dwell 
on  it. 

One  member  hod  espiessed  an  afectionfM  ya 
measnre,  bcoanae  it  was,  as  he  had  termed^ 
steppiiiA^t(me  to  sequestration.  Mr.  'S-  thou» 
it  wmU  he  moe  jtrmBfly  oalled  a  stumUiiig 
bloak  to  negotiation.  He  lUsapproined  of  it  o 
both  slmpes.  He  objected  So  it,  beUi  ■&  to » 
mode  in  which  -  it  appeared,  aad  aato  dwtiD*- 
as  to  the  mode,  because  it  spectfed  partieiw 
.meTaaces,  and  tluis,  while  it  embamtfed  oo 
£xceutm,it  >mwaoed  die  Bxcoutire  of  t^  ^ 
■tiannnth  iritemwe  >weBeto  treat,,  and  ■mow'"' 
redress  of  those  ^eoific  grieraneeS'thc  stnc  ^i* 
nonof  all  future  inteweuMe;  as  tothe  tim^w- 
cause  as  it  was  not  totdkee&e««iU  the  nextseiaw 
of  Ccogrcss;  there  eouU  be  no  ether  nsw  a 
passiBg  U  BOW}  bat  that  it  migtit  opeiat*  w  * 
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difeat;  an4.ascjNiB  iaicvCiMi «wU opt  be  inj«ta- 
kMf  it  wtmld  uBcleiilae^  4aEcst  ail  Mcommo- 
dvtion.  Sack  being  his  view  of  the  uib^t,  he 
'  coidd  aqt  neo^eUe  it  to  his  4«ty  to  vOie  for  it. 
He  thought  Goagiess  oired  it  to  th^r  leanstita- 
eaite  to  avoid  a  vur,  if  possible.  The  ^ound  of 
B«goiiMioa  being  taken,  they  were  bound  to  re- 
jact  every  meaawe  which  might  have  a  tendency 
to  defeat  iL  and  to  do  every  thing  which  might 
give  it  a  nit  ohaiwe  of  suaoess.  But  white  he 
said  thi^  fas  a  nsutoil  nation  ooi)^  not  jua%give 
tonbrage  oy  takiag  caeasuces  to  wpiNHt  her  neu- 
bcality  and  aswrt  h«r  just.rights,)  be  pledged  him- 
«f If  10  concur  in  every  aet  whion  nughl  place  us 
is  a  coD^tion  to  make  ouebcIvos  Fespectable,  to 
vi»dieate  our  lutfiflnal  honor,  ««d  to  obtain  lanpk 
retrilKitiaii  for  asy  wwatet  wJbioh  the  cioune  of, 
ev«atB  migitt  leave  uDredraswd* 

Ms.  Dficr&a  introduoed  his  observatiou  by  re- 
■arking  that  he  had  never  jit«i  wifh  so  great  re- 
Ifetance  cm  aay  ianaer  ocoaetoo.  At  so  late  an 
unir  when  patience  aeera^  exhansted,  when  ;r«a- 
soning  had  given  place  to  invective,  whep  to  op- 
pose the  resoluiioD  was  but  sqiicitiog  EC^^roache^. 
when  the  friends  of  it,  confident  of  a  majority,  were 
from  all  sides  of  the  House  impatieiuly  calficg  for . 
the  4]uestio&,  when  the  mover  of  it  heard  twgu- 
ments  against  it  only  that  he  might  tneat  them 
irilh  contempt,  and  their  authors  with  insult,  he 
aaid  it  was  in  vain  to  ask  for  an  attentive  hearing. 
He  shouU  not  have  risen  but  for  a  remar  k  j  ust  ihllen 
&Dm  a  gentleman  /rom  New  Jocsey,  [Mr.  Dat- 
tonI  which  had  forbidden  hiju  to  he  silent.  That 
aBDUeman,  «id  Mr.  0.,  bfts  told  us  that  the  pre- 
s«nt  measure  U  -a  steppiag-stone  to  sequestration 
of  British  debts.  Viewing  it  therefore  as  the  be- 
gtuiiAg  of  a  system  of  hostility,  which  is  to  be  so 
eooiiueted  as  to  sacrifice  not  only  our  interest  and 
peacc^  bat  our  national  honor,  duty  to  resist  it 
beofHnes  indispensable.  Whatever  may  be  thought 
of  making  laws  to  annihilate  the  ties  of  honpr  and 
peisonal  confidence,  and  to  dissolve  the  moral 
obligation  of.  contracts ;  whatever  may  be  thought 
of  the  moden)  usage  <u  nations,  which  probably 
from  general  consent  has  became  a  law,  which 
euuiot  now  be  violated  without  pexfidy ;  what- 
ever may  be  thought  of  the  odium  u  might  hring 
OB  om  national  charaottr,  and  the  complete  de- 
struction  of  our  credit  at  a  moment  when  we  shall 
the  utmost  extent  of  it}  ve  have  not  taken 
ptevioiju  $teps  ht  pacific  acconunodfitioD, 
irhieh  the  ciistom  of  DaticNu  and  all  outers  of  a«- 
tbaaxf  h<dd  to  be  the  first  in  order  and  in^pea- 
#hb.  We  have  «ot  made  that  demand  for  a  re- 
compense, which  ought  to  precede  every  Njtecics 
of  rej>ris«l.  AAet  the  observatioiM^sir,  which  I 
n^de  in  the  beginning  of  the  debate,  u  will  not  be 
thought  strange  that  I  suSer  on  tha  present  occa- 
w/a  an  unusual  conflict  of  reasoning  and  of  fecil- 
ingr  1  then  stated,  with  the  franlmess  which  I 
fen,  and  with  Uie  zeal  which  the  hazardous  crisis 
of  our  country  inspired,  the  reaacms  and  pessiots 
which  kept  my  mind  in  astate  of  vibration.  Strug- 
gling with  inaignation  at  theiiqusticeand  folly  oi 
Britain,  I  said  we  have  sufiered  until  confidence 
is  A)Uy*-Batil  patience  is  a  ctipe.  BtUaviagthat 
3d  Cox.—SO 


«hf«  naelMion  uvolved  a  paimiiplfi  mhiik  mif^t 
be  useful  both&r  otoiAing  jufltinc  and  presevvipg 
peace, 'but  ^t  its  present  sha]w  rendered  it  not 
only  useless  but  io^urious ;  belleiiiu^  too,  that  it  is 
improper  ibr  this  branch  of  our  Government  ,to 
be^  a  negotiatim  with  a  foieigii  QaJiiou.alul  pe- 
rmirtorUy  dioiate  tbe^enns  of  it,  I  proposed  an 
amendment,  which  left  the  Minci^  io  all  its 
force,  and  avoided  some  of  the  objections.  We 
have  heretofore  ht^d  much  about  a  spicit  of  ac- 
commodation ;  but  the  friends  of  Hkis  resolution 
have  noidiseov^red  it.  After  wearying  themselves 
in  hunting  for  a  reason  against  the  amwdmeott  it 
was  negatived  without  any.  They  will  agree  with 
,  us.  but  it  must  be  precisely  on  their  own  tenns. 
Tnis  is  tbeluiguage  of  accoptmodation :  Hear  and 
believe  whatever  we  teaeh;  etuop  down  and  Vt»^ 
whatever  we  ioqiqae.  Victory  ia  in  our  own  powen 
a  tqunrpfa  is  better  than  pmoe.  sir,  it  be  con- 
nected with  discord  and  ptridic  calumty,.the  lau- 
rel is  too  wi^red  to  excite  my  envy.  If,  amid  (he 
fire  which  rages,  we  have  not  fo^tteo  the  capse 
which  produced  it,  we  must  remember  that  the 
lOondemnationa  of  oar  venels  in  the  West  Indies, 
in  consequence  ot  the  orders  of  the  British  Go- 
vernment of  the  sixth  (ri  November,  are  the  great 
and  iminediate  eauae  of  complaint.  Have  we,«ir, 
demanded  a  recompense  for  this  injusy,  and  waited  * 
a  reasonable  time  fpr  an  answer  7  So  fat  is  ^lis 
from  fiiet  that  we  have  not  taken  cyie  step  towards 
this,  nor  nave  we  even  Jteerd  from  Britam  since  it 
was  known  there  that  any  conAemnationa  hare 
taken  place. 

Our  last  despatches  from  our  Minister  alt  Lon- 
don tdl  US,  that  Lord  Gr«ivUIe  declared  that  be . 
presimied  no  oondemnatioBs  wetild  take  place.in 
consequence  of  those  orders.   The  wcrds  them- 
selves certainly  do  not  justify  any. 

Have  we  any  right  t^  s^y  that  a  demand  of  re- 
compense would  be  fruitless,  when  the  usuries 
complain  of  are  thvu  expretely  disavowed  by  the 
Mimster  ?  Did  we  ka9w  that  a  demand  would  be 
iiruitless,  still  we  ought  to  make  it,  in  conformity 
to  the  usage  of  nations,  from  a  decant  respect  to 
their  opiuon,  and  to  convince  fliem,  in  case  of  a 
war,tbatour  enemies  are  altogetherthe  aggressors, 
and  that  we  have  been  just  and  circtunspecL  We 
are  judging  in  our  oam  cause,  and  we  ought  not 
to  trust  ourselves  to  deviate  from  established  prin- 
cijiles,  last  prejudice  should  mislead  us.  But  U  is 
said,  that  we  Lave  negotiated  in  vajn,  raspeetug 
the  brwhes  of  the  "freaty  of  Peace,  and  that  the 
deleys  here  are  sufficient  to  justify  immediate 
war.  Do  we  not  know*  sir,  that  there  ate  tin> 
sides  to  that  negotiation?  Have  they  not  made  de- 
mands on  us  for  breaches  of  the  same  treaty  1  The 
n^tiation  is  still  pending  in  the  or^uary  train. 
We  have  never  given  them  fwur  ultimatum  on  the 
subjects  of  it.  It  is-  now  under  the  direction  o( 
the£ncutive,  which  is  theConsUtutionalauthori- 
ty.  It  is  not  proper  for  us  to.  fusume  to  put  an 
end  to  it  by  an  act  of  legislation.  Wbo^  sir,  that 
calls  hiiuself  an  American,  would  dare  to  pursue 
a  measure  which  loay  tarm^  our  national  honor  1 
If  any  oaa  would  take  even  a  doubtful  stet^ 
"slwme  ought  to  bom  hi*  cheek  to  eindeor.**  To 
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prercat  beiiw  miBondentood  or  misrepresentedi 
perhaps  I  tmght  to  say  h«re,  that  I  no  meaos 
deny  our  right  to  regulate  or  ^hibit  American 
commeree.  I  only  mean  that  if  the  present  eon- 
troTorsy  should  end  in  war.  we  cannot  justify  en- 
gaging in  it  without  first  demanding  justice,  and 
if  we  make  this  demandVith  circumstances  which 
forbid  success,  we  do  not  comply  with  the  spirit 
of  this  rale,'  but  erade  it.  Tacing  the  measure 
now  proposed,  would  forbid  Britain  to  treat  with 
«8  on  the  aabjecL  We  know  that  we  should  re- 
ftiie  in  Hmihv  eirenmstanees.  Ant  we  m<N:e  proud 
than  Britain  ?  Did  any  natiim  ever  begin  ne^tia- 
tion  with  threats?  The  external  forms  of  reeard 
on  such  occasions  are  so  excessire,  that  nothing 
but  custom  {Nrerents  this  appearing  ridiculous. 
Humanity,  as  well  as  usage,  requires  that  every 
peaetfal  method  should  be  tried,  and  that  too  in 
the  form  best  calculated  to  be  successfal.  Faith- 
fulness to  our  constituents  requires  this.  Their 
interest  and  their  wishes  are  against  courting 
war. 

But.  sir,  we  are  told  that  negotiation  is  pusillani- 
mous. Passion  is  called  American  feehng.  We 
hear  much  about  energfy.  and  some  seem  to  think 
tlut  the  occasion  calls  for  insult.  Sir,  noise  and 
declamation  are  very  distinct  from  fi»titude 
and  patriolbm.  The  braTest  men  do  not  Unster 
and  threaten.  Why  should  it  be  thou^t  too  tame 
a  measure  to  etate  the  injury,  and  with  manly 
finnneos  demand  a  recompense?  The  pride,  the 
petulaBce  <^  Kiiigs,  has  always  submitted  to  this, 
but  the  moderation  of  a  Repuolic  forbids  it  More 
proud  than  Kings — more  insolent  than  tyrants — 
we  despise  this  law  of  humanity,  this  compact 
of  mankind.  Where  is  the  despot,  the  ermmed 
monster,  who  dares  to  spread  desolation  and  ha- 
voc, without  demanding  first  his  right?  And  where, 
sir,  is  the  difference  between  not  demanding  at  all, 
and  demanding  in  such  a  way  as  to  Insure  a  refu- 
sal? How  much  justice  there  is  in  the  charge  of 
pusillanimity^  which  has  been  so  often  and  lilwral- 
ly  made,  I  will  not  undertake  to  determine.  Per- 
haps he  who  pursues  with  decent  firmness  the 
steps  which  propriety,  humanity,  and  general 
consult  have  ^^vided^  and  while  he  feels  the 
strongest  indignation,  is  too  proud  to  throw  dirt 
or  threaten,  but  places  himself  in  the  best  posture 
of  defence,  lest  war  should  follow  unsuccessful  ne- 
gotiation, is  as  truly  magnanimous,  as  he  who 
talks  loudly  of  rerenge,  avows  passion  as  his  prin- 
ciple, call  hard  names  to  produce  conciliation,  and 

5 Ives  blows  to  keep  peace,  who  at  the  same  time 
oes  every  thing  to  provoke  war,  and  opposes 
every  measure  to  prepare  for  it.  Lest  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  present  crisis,  and  the  attack  on  the 
pride  of  Britain,  by  prefacing  our  demand  with  a 
threat,  should  not  be  sufficient  to  prevent  a  recom- 
pense and  provoke  to  wai',  old  causes  of  contro- 
versy are  added.  The  breaches  of  the  Treaty  of 
Peace,  by  detaining  the  posts  and  negroes,  are  old 
guMeets-of  complamt. 

Why  they  are  brought  forward  now,  and  made 
an  indispensable  pr^iminary  of  treaty,  when  Bri- 
tain is  aided  by  a  powerfbl  eonftderaey;  and  the 
worid  is  Uke  tinder,  is  diffieuh  to  eoaeeive,  unless ' 
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we  wii^  to  kindte  here  Ihe  ftame  o{  war.  For- 
ther,  sir,  this  throws  such  an  unequal  butdea  co 
our  merchants,  as  amounts  to  oppression.  They 
have  already  suffered  extremely  from  Britidi  and 
other  depreciations.   They  bear  the  principtl  har- 
dens in  raising  our  revenue.   Is  it  right  to  add  to 
all  this,  and  forbid  many  of  chem  to  exercise  that 
Inisiness.  by  which  they  get  their  bread,  until  Bri- 
tain shall  not  only  make  compensation  for  that 
recent  injtiries,  but  also  setUe  the  <^  matters  et 
difference  precisely  on  our  own  temu?  We  ire 
connecting  matters  wUeh  onr  interest  icynm 
should  be  s^mte.  Britain,  fdlowing  our  owo 
example  here,  will  say  that  by  .the  treaty,  allftt- 
tish  debts  were  to  be  paid ;  but  the  State  laws  and 
the  Courts  of  ViwiDia  have  prevented  this.  Ther 
will  offer  to  set  on  these  agunst  the  injuries  sva- 
fered  by  our  merchants,  and  perhaps  ihe  baltnce 
will  be  affainst  us.   Will  this  be  protection  to  the 
sufferers?  Tet,  if  wp  connect  these  claims  leather 
we  cannot  object  to  their  doing  the  same.  It  i> 
throwing  on  the  merchants  all  the  political  erih 
and  buKlens  of  America.  Yet  we  who  oppoK 
this  measure  have  been  charged  with  wantiaf 
feeling  for  their  suffering.  Provoking  an  unneeea- 
sary  war  will  sacrifice  all  their  property  now 
abroad,  and  deprive  them  of  all  hope  of  recom- 
pense, for  that  which  has  been  already  condemn- 
ed. Goinfirto  war  is  surely  no  way  to  induce  Bn- 
tain  to  make  compensation ;  and  it  is  as  certaiB, 
that  this  country  will  be  under  no  obligation  to  do 
so,  if  vrar  shall  be  the  issue.  'Hiis  country  is  bound 
to  indemnify  them  only  when  we  refbse  to  obtnn 
satisfaction  from  Bntain,  or  to  avenge  ^ 
wrongs.  What  inconvenience  should  we  expen- 
ence  from  the  delay  occasioned  by  the  usual  forms 
of  seeking  redress  ?  Can  Britain  run  away  like  i 
private  malefactor,  so  that  we  cannot  catch  heito 
punish  her  ?   We  should  at  least  be  better  pr^ 
pared  for  war.   If  the  reasons  for  it  are  strong, 
they  will  not  suffer  by  our  taking  time  to  examlw 
tbem.  Are  we  afraid  that  passion  will  cool,  which 
we  here  avow  as  the  principle  which  governs,  ai 
ought  to  govern  our  counsels  ?  Or  are  we  app"^ 
hensive  that  passion  on  this  occasion  is  popuhri 
I  suspect  this  last  idea  has  no  small  infioenet 
We  one^ht  to  judge  that  nothing  will  be  pcqmlu 
which  is  not  right.   I  have  more  respect  for  n>T 
constituents  than  to  believe  that  they  will  run  nuo, 
and  then  become  so  myself  to  please  them.  Thit 
I  should  continue  in  this  seat  is  of  very' small  iP* 
portance  to  me.  and  of  none  to  Uie  public.  Boj 
It  is  of  infinite  moment  to  preserve  our  peace  sod 
national  honor.  The  path  of  rectitude  is  the  wiy 
to  honor.   The  man  who  walks  in  it  withont  de- 
viating, will  generally  meet  the  pnUic  approta- 
tion.   But  if  he  should  fail  in  this,  his  own  feel- 
ings will  reward  him. 

I  respect  the  manly  Republicanism  of  Ameri^ 
too  much  to  believe  that  the  popular  water-grB«! 
the  milk  for  sucklings,  with  which  some  mM 
strive  to  gain  his  favor,  can  either  idease  his  an"" 
tite  or  invigwate  his  system.  There  are  iiiem- 
tented  men  in  all  countries :  perhaps  our  own  h» 
fewer  than  any  other.  They  hallo  lood  an° 
often,  and  we  are  chereftwe  led  to  Aink  they  w* 
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BiUMKHHt.  A  tamoltuoas  raioorit^  thus  often 
impOKs  measures  on  a  peacefal  ntfjority,  against 
the  first  {vinciple  of  Repablicanism.  The  voice 
of  the  peo|^  u  not  for  war,  unless  necessary  for 
oar  saie^  and  honor.  Many  in  this  city  may 
wish  for  It,  tnit  the  majority  through  the  Union 
are  desirous  of  peace.  Though  they  will  encoun- 
ter wax  bravely  if  it  shall  overtake  them,  they  are 
Miiiist  miminc  to  meet  it.  I  will  not  detain  the 
Comnittee  witn  staling  the  incouTenieoces  we 
jiibject  oorselves  t<^  the  difficult  (tf  obtaining 
mp^es  from  other  countries  dunns,  the  convuf 
sions  of  Europe,  the  loss  of  our  articles  of  export, 
[Krishingon  our  hands  from  a  retaliatory  prohibi- 
tioa  by  fifitain,  the  impossibility  of  .executing 
sach  a  law,  or  the  encouraging  of  frauds,  to  the 
ruin  of  the  merchant  of  honor.  These  have 
already  been  the  subjectB  of  observation.  The 
itroog  objection  which  arises  from  oar  Constitu- 
tion f  cannot  omit.  In  the  distribution  o[  power 
to  the  sevend  departments  of  Government,  the 
riffht  of  making  treaties  is  given  to  the  Executive. 
Ctf  coarse  the  {preparatory  negotiation  must  belong 
to  them  as  an  incident  of  the  authority.  But  we 
are  now  OMninencing  a  negotiation  ourselves,  and 
prescribing  terms  of  a  treaty.  It  is  urged  that 
this  cannot  bind  the  Bzeentire.  They  may  make 
a  rfifiereut  treaty,  but  our  ^ohibition  will  still  be 
in  f  jrce.  Do  we  intend  to  say,  then,  that  we  will 
forbid  our  citizens  from  commerce  with  Britain, 
even  after  the  Executive,  the  only  Constitutional 
power,  shall  have  settled  all  matters  of  difference, 
oaleas  they  will  su&r  us  to  dictate  the  mode  in 
which  they  shall  exercise  their  authority  1  This 
looks  to  me  very  much  like  usurpation,  by  what- 
ever name  we  may  choose  to  call  it.  It  luts  been 
said,  by  a  zealous  friend  of  the  measure,  that  a 
treaty  would  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  by 
virtue  of  the  Constitution,  and  therefore  would 
repeal  this  law.  Perhaps  it  may  in  future  be 
thought  coavenieat  to  retract  that  doctrine.  If  it 
be  true,  it  is  idle  to  make  the  law.  But,  sir,  I 
doubt  the  truth  of  it.  It  appears  strange  to  sav 
that  an  act  in  its  nature  L^slativ&  ^nd  such 
ire  are  told  this  is,)  can  be  abrogated  by  an  Ex- 
ecutive act.  I  know  of  nothing  hut  the  Legbla- 
tnre  which  can  repeal  a  law.  It  belongs  either  to 
Legislative  or  Elxecutive  power.  If  the  former, 
the  Xjegislature  only  can  abrogate  it;  if  the  latter, 
we  ougnt  not  to  meddle  with  it  We  nuy  as  well 
carry  through  the  negotiation,  as  begin  it,  and 
prescribe  the  terms  of  it  If  the  C<Histitution  had 
given  us  the  power,  we  could  not  exercise  it  from 
our  numbers  and  mode  of  doing  business.  It  will 
not  be  denied  that  the  Executive  has  a  right  to 
appoint  and  instruct  a  negotiator  as  to  the  terms 
01  settlement  Have  we  the  same  right,  or  even 
can  we  instruct  him  when  they  shul  appoint? 
Suppose  him  thus  doubly  instructed  by  {ke  Ex- 
ecutive, having  Constitutional  authority,  and  by 
as,  who  cannot  tell  from  whence  we  derive  the 
power,  and  the  instructions  contradict  each  other: 
whom  is  the  negotiator  to  obey  ?  None  will  say 
that  the  power  of  the  Executive  is  not  paramount 
to  all  others,  as  to  treaties  and  all  foreign  negotia- 
tions. Are  we  to  make  a  law*  then,  iprhieh  oiay 


590 


[H.  opR. 


he  v'uAaiei  with  impunity — nay.  more,  with  pro- 
priety 1  I  wish,  sir,  that  gentlemen  who  so  onen 
tremole  for  the  sanctuary  of  Republicanism,  and 
deprecate  ustupation  of  power,  would  apply  theeci 
excellent  feelings  to  this  subject  We  luve  been 
often  told  that  soinething  must  be  done,  and  that, 
if  we  object  to  this  measure,  we  ought  to  show  a 
better  as  a  substitute.  I  have  never  thoiu^t  this 
a  difficult  task.  I  will  now  state  the  ouuines  of 
what  ought  to  be  done.  By  a  peculwrity  in  our 
Constitution,  negotiation  with  foreign  nations  is 
altogether  an  Executive  duty ;  but  to  declare  war 
is  with  the  Legislature.  In  Governments  whm 
the  powers  of  negotiation  and  of  war  are  in  the 
same  hands,  the  same  c^cercan  demand  a  recom- 

Sense  for  an  injury,  propose  his  ultimatum,  and 
eclare  war  if  it  be  rejected  j  bat  our  Executive 
may  be  embarrassed  in  pursuing  a  demand  of 
compensation  to  the  last  extremity,  lest  he  should 
pledge  the  honor  of  the  nation  to  war  against  the 
will  of  the  Xjegislature,  who  alone  can  make  war. 
We  ought,  therefore,  to  pass  a  resolution  request- 
ing the  President  to  pursue  with  energy  a  de- 
mand for  recompense,  according  to  the  custom  of 
nations,  and  pledging  oiuwlves  to  support  htm,  if 
the  event  should  prove  unsuccessful;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  we  ought  to  prepare  for  war.  I  can 
see  nothing  further  which  is  Legislative  in  its 
nature,  or  committed  to  our  care  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, until  it  ^all  ^pe^r  that  the  negotiation  has 
failed  of  success.  Then,  sir,  it  will  be  time  enou^ 
to  prohibit  commercial  intercourse,  or  declare  war, 
or  take  any  other  measures  to  avenge  our  wrongs 
and  vindicate  the  honor  of  our  country.  If  we 
are  to  engage  in  war,  sir,  J  presume  we  must  have 
some  money  to  carry  it  onjUoless  in  this  instance, 
also,  we  are  an  exception  from  general  rules.  The 
measure  now  contemplated  must  almost  annihi- 
late our  imports,  and  we  have  not  looked  round 
for  a  substitute.  We  have  heard  of  a  land  tax, 
but  there  are  many  objections  to  it  On  the  eve 
of  war  public  credit  is  doubly  important  Having 
lost  our  former  resources,  we  must  provide  neyr 
funds  for  the  puncttal  payment  of  the  interest  of 
the  Public  D^t,the  expenses  of  Government,  and 
the  innumerable  expenses  of  war.  We  must  not 
only  suffer  heavy  taxes  and  burdens,  but  also  an 
enormous  increase  of  our  Debt.  As  I  am  not 
guilty  of  being  a  creditor  of  the  Union,  perhaps  1 
may  be  heard  patiently  on  this  subject  It  nas 
been  often  said  nere  that  the  Public  Debt  has  en- 
slaved our  country :  yet  now  we  are  urged  to  in- 
crease it  beyond  all  calculation,  without  taking 
the  usual  measures  for  pacific  accommodation. 

Though  I  have  labored  in  vain  to  understand 
how  the  Public  Debt  is  an  engine  of  slavery,  and 
have  sincerely  thought  our  country  a  perfect  model 
of  civil  freedom,  yet  I  hope  thu  argument  will 
have  some  weight  with  those  who  see  that  we  are 
slaves,  and  tluit  the  Public  Debt  has  riveted  our 
fetters.  Here  give  me  leave  to  answer  an  argu- 
ment which  has  been  repeatedly  pressed,  and  with 
apparent  success.  It  is  not  denied  that  the  first 
regular  step  is  to  demand  a  recompense  for  an  in- 
jury J  but  It  is  said  that  Britain  regards  no  lawx 
of  nations  in  her  conduct  to  us,  ana  therefor^t  we 
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are  not  bound  to  observe  them  towards  her.  I 

S resume  by  this  it  is  not  meant  that  wb  ought  to 
0  wrong  because  Britain  has  done  wrong ;  but 
that  it  becomes  right  for  us  to  disregard  those  laws 
which  she  violates.   Let  us  examine  this.  The 
laws  and  usages  of  nations  have  j>rescribed  certain 
modes  of  demanding  redress  of  a  nation  for  an  in- 
jury ;  those  of  necessity  can  only  be  applicable  to 
an  injured  nation,  for  no  other  can  need  redress. 
Can  It,  then,  be  true  that  the  moment  a  nation  is 
hnared,  and  thereby  is  placed  in  the  sittiation  for 
Wnich,  and  for  which  alone,  the  rule  was  made, 
the  rale  ceases  to  be  obUntorf  ?  A  nation  can- 
not be  injured  unless  the  Laws  of  Nations^  with 
respect  to  her,  have  been  riolated.   Accordmg  to 
this  a^ment,  a  Tery  solemn  rule  of  conduct  has 
been  established,  which  is  never  to  be  complied 
with— not  by  a  nation  which  has  not  received  an 
injury,  because  there  is  nothing  to  redress,  and  not 
by  a  nation  which  has  been  injured,  because,  with 
respect  to  her,  the  Laws  of  Nations  have  been 
violated  by  the  aggressing  nation,  and  this  dis- 
"peuses  with  the  rule.   This  answer  to  an  argu- 
ment so  much  relied  on  is,  to  my  mind,  perfectly 
satisAwtory.   T  call  on  the  genuemen  to  show  it 
to  be  a  fkHacy.   Our  situation,  sir,  is  not  new, 
tfaoOgh  our  conduct  may  be  so.    We  have  seen 
Holbndj  When  neutral  in  former  wars,  suffering 
similar  injuries ;  they  did  not  pursue  such  mea- 
rares  as  we  cootemimte,  thtui^  better  prepared 
'for  war.  Neither  their  Interest  nor  then  honoc 
'  suffered  by  their  moderation.   The  present  neu- 
tral Powers  of  Europe  are  fellow-si^erers  with 
Us;  yet  we  do'not  heat  of  similar  impetuosity  of 
resentment.  In  all  wars  neutral  nations  are  abused 
in  proportion  a^  the  Powers  at  war  are  strong  and 
the  neutrality  weak.  A  stronger  combination  than 
the  present,  perhaps,  never  existed  in  Europe;  and 
a  neutrality  can  seldom  be  weaker.   The  princi- 
ples of  the  present  war  are  also  peculiar;  it  is  a 
struggle  for  existence.    The  unusual  circum- 
stances of  it  have  compelled  the  French,  with 
whom  we  are  in  friendship,  pot  only  to  disregard 
our  rights  as  a  neutral  nation,  but  ip  violate  wieir 
treaty  with  us,  thou^  we  have  moceeded  so  far 
in  fhendnhip  to  them  as  to  hazard  our  peace.  Our 
merchBQts  suffer  severely  from  that  nation;  yet 
.we  are  "told  that  imperious  necessity,  from  pecu- 
liar circumstances,  is  an  excuse.   I  say  not  these 
things  to  eriminajte  that  nation ;  they  have  been 
civiienoti^  to  apologise  and  promise  recompense; 
but  we  have  not  received  even  good  manners  from 
their  enemies.  The  public  mind  appears  to  hare 
nifl^red  little  htitation  from  this  cause,  and  it  is  far 
■  ftom  my  wish  to  excite  any.  My  motive  is  only  to 
'  show  that  this  acquiescence  in  their  apology  proves 
our  opinion  that  the  present  war  is  pecuGar  in  tu 
natOre.   Though  we  owe  nothing  but  indignation 
to  Britain,  yet  we  owe  prudence  to  our  country 
and  respect  to  ourselves.   The  present  moment  is 
inffnitelv  valuable,  and  ought  not  to  be  trifled 
with.   The  present  situation  and  disposition  cf 
Britain  almost  injure  Uf  honoraUe  peace,  unless 
we  pvDToke  war.  We  hare  strong  evidence  that 
war  with  diis  cotmtrris against  both  their  interest 
and  their  wiAes.  Though  the  measnre  tuder 


consideration  is  not  inltaelf  horttllirf,  and  TMtkt 
no  law  of  nations,  were  we  to  stop  here,  yet  s 
little  reflectttm  must  convince  us  that  it  tends  to 
war.   It  is'  placing  our  negotiation  forrecompense 
from  Britain  on  so  new,  and,  to  them,  so  homBt- 
ating  a'fboting,  that  their  pride  must  revolt;  dtns 
national  honor  must  forbid  a  compliance.  Ther 
will  say  to  our  negotiator,  no  nation  ever  addressed 
another  in  this  way.   Suppose  we  have  mjofed 
you :  it  is  not  nossible  for  ns  to  treat  with  yoti  re- 
specting retrimtion  on  these  terms;  iris  sot n 
oner  of  peaeefnl  accommodation,  but  an  affiMM. 
a  challenge.  This  refusal  to  treat,  whteh 
mode  of  making  the  demand  rttnden  tiertaia,  wtt 
then  be  urged  as  a  reAisal  to  make  us  a  reeon- 
pense,  and  war  becomes  ineritaUe.  Why,  air, 
shoold  we  be  thus  ingenious  to  atoid  peace,  sod 
rush  hastily  into  the  tragedy  ol  Bnrope*  Ataach 
a  moment  we  ought  to  pause  and  inquire  whit 
we  can  gain  by  war.   We  now  possess  •evny 
blessing  lor  which  other  nations  contend  j  wemiT 
lose,  bnt  cannot  gain  by  conftision.   The  priee  of 
our  present  political  happiness  was  not  small; 
are  now  eating  the  fruit  oT  Uiat  tree  which  w 
watered  with  the  blood  of  our  fathers ;  yet  « 
suffer  the  canker-worm  of  jealousy  to  feed  on  ib 
fbha^e—the  whirlwind  of  discord  threatens  to 
root  It  np  forcTer.  What  attractions  do  we  fn 
in  the  ifesolation,  the  miserjr,  the  crimes  of  B«- 
rope  ?  Their  very  Tirtues  are  shaded  with  fa«* 
ror ;  their  rulers  are  the  scourges  of  nwDlOTJi 
their  business  is  oppression ;  their  sport  is  riwj- 
tion ;  they  trade  in  blood ;  the  priests  of  Moloco 
offer  dally  hecatombs  of  innocent  'T'ctim^j^? 
fatten  on  human  sacrifices;  oar  former  (Hews 
are  insane,  or  rather  their  patriotism  borders  on 
phrenzy ;  Europe  is  at  war  with  all  the  ftrfntp 
of  nature ;  theyldaspheme  her  rights ;  they  'sy" 
at  her  agonies.   Can  it  be  necessary,  «r.  to  de- 
scribe the  happines5  of  our  own  country  lo^^  i 
the  contrast?   We  are  so  fkmiliar  with  pimw  i 
ble^n^  that  we  have  ahmwt  forgotten  theirvame. ) 

The  voice  of  oppression  is  not  heard.   Our  aaiBi- 
atioDs  ate  the  dwellings  of  virtue  and  domestic 
happiness ;  the  laws  of  morality  and  of  oar  coim- 
try  are  revered ;  we  profhne  not  the  altars  mm- 
gion ;  we  have  realized  the  goUen  age  of 
we  have  practised  RepaMicto  visions;  io  iw 
moment  of  danger  our  minds  should  swelt  to  t« 
magnitode  of  the  occasion ;  we  ought  to  btire 
every  danger  to  defend  these  inestimable  urV- 
tages;  but  if  we  want  prudence,  we  ahaH  «PP*' 
to  want  every  virtue.   I  have  now  done  in*h '* 
question.   Hie  measure  appears  to  metothr«W 
great  mischief  to  our  country.   If  this  soaH  f 
realized,  though  !  shall  share  in  the  comBWndJ 
lamity,  a  review  of  my  conduct  will  not  upKt» 
roe.   We  may  look  bacL  sir,  across  a  deluge  « 
misery  which  may  overwhelm  the 
happy  shore  of  peace,  which,  perhaps  ^  ^ 
imprudently  abandon.  We  may  recal 
meat  as  that  in  iriiich  we  hoisted  the  <loo<^«" 
destruction.  On  such  a  retrospect  our  ej""^. 
men  may  say,  you  were  the  authors  of  th«*  ^ 
lamities,  and  you  are  responsible.  „^ 
Mr.  i.  Wanvurra  said  the  path  to  be 


Digitized  by 


Googli 


Amu^  1794»]  NbttrlnUrcoune  vith  Great  Britain,  £H.  or  It,. 


by  thia  eountzy,  Mr.  Cba^rman,  is,  in  niy  opinion, 
a'pUin  one,  if  reason  and  not  passion  be  our  guide. 
We  hare  suflered  injuries^  our  rights  have  been 
riolated.  It  is  our  duty  to  seek  reparation  for  the 
former,  and  to  vindicate  the  latter.  But  war  is  a 
oalftmity  of  the  extreuest  hipd}  it  ought  then 
only  to  be  eooounteced  in  tfee  last  extreiuty ; 
«rery  thinf  possible  should  be  attempted  to  avoid 
it;  every  tnmg  should  be  avoided  that  willtuid 
to  inoreese  the  chance  of  its  existence. 

The  plainest  iacts  demonstrate  that  our  case  is 
not  out  of  the  reach  of  a  remedy,  by  negotiation. 
A  revocation  of  the  instraetions  in  the  wi  of  No- 
vember, and  the  explanations  which  have  been 
^Toi  coneemioa  tiiem,  a£brd  an  assurance  that 
whatever  may  nave  been  the  dispoaition  of  the 
Briti^  Government  at  one  time,  war  with  this 
ooiutry  did  not  continue  to  be  its  purpose. 

What  is  the  inference  from  such  a  state  of 
thiagsl  yAy  plainly  this ;  that  we  ought  to  make 
effectual  {ffeparations  for  the  wor^t  that  may  hap- 
pen ;  that  we  ought  to  go  to  work  in  earnest,  and 
inth  vigor,  to  put  the  countiy  in  a  state  of  de- 
fence }  in  a  postwe  for  serious  war ;  and  in  this 
positi<Hi,  we  ought  to  make  one  more  appeal  to 
tba  justiccL  the  good  sense  of  Great  Britain ;  but 
i£  the  gaatiemen  will  not  aUow  me  these  expresr 
aions  as  applied  to  Great  Britain,  I  vill  withdraw 
them,  and  say  their  interest.  And  if  that  fails, 
then,  and  not  before,  we  ought  to  meet  with  de- 
cision and  firmness  the  only  alternative — war. 

In  the  meantime,  sir,  we  ought  to  do  nothing 
that  can  prove  an  obstacle  to  the  success  of  aega- 
4)MiaB ;  we  should  not  by  any  rash  or  intemperate 
mMeute  make  aceammooati<u  on  the  part  of  Great 
BdtaiB  itnposaiUe^  witkcHit  dishonor ;  we  shoold 
Bst  so  act  as  to  force  her  pride,  to  take  side  against 
her  nasM  and  her  intereet  If  a  war  is  to  h^^a, 
numimity  among  onraelves  will  be  of  infinite  im- 
fMtanee ;  if  oar  coorse  be  sueh  as  to  render  it 
■BDifeAt  to  aB  oar  citizens  that  we  have  done 
emr  thii^  in  our  power  to  avoid  the  evil ;  that 
we  nave  availed  ourselves  of  all  the  chances  of 
preserving  peace,  tliat  ve  have  done  nothing  that 
eonld  destro]^  a  single  one  of  them,  then  we  shall 
secure  unanuoity ;  then  may  we  rely  that  every 
aerve  the  country  will  be  strained,  every  re- 
source called  forth  to  de£end  ourselves,  and  annoy 
tha  «n«m^ ;  and  here  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  hehiod 
any  ataa  in  exertion  and  perseverance.  But  if 
ow  couNc  be  such  as  to  leave  a  doubt»  whether 
ika  war  ntwht  not  have  been  with  greuter  pru- 
de— oarewfed;  a  au^eini  that  it  may  have  hsea 
poeoipitased  hj  vit^ebt  and  pmnMue  meaanm, 
■adiao  to  UMmimity. 

The  arrivid  of  the  c^amifr  awakening  men^ 
miadt  to  its  maffttttode,  and  Ernbstitutibgth^  opera- 
titms  of  reason  for  those  of  passioB,  wm  substitote 
censure  for  appbittse ;  condemnation  far  uproba- 
tion ;  the  Government  will  lose  tl^  eonSdence  of 
the  people  as  having  been  lash  and  inconsiderate. 

Oiir  efforts  wMl  m  Ihq^iiid  and  iteble,  our  coun- 
cib  distracted  and  diuomted,  and  the  leiut  evil 
that  can  happen,  will  be  an  inglorivos  and  disad- 
vaotagfous  peace  v  what  worse  mar  be  in  the 
mm^9f  iMiUf  Qof|  of^y  luwm. 


I  call  on  those  who  hear  me  to  shun  this  course.  , 
I  know  the  temper  of  the  people  I  represent,  t 
have  every  day  communicatioDs  that  show  me 
their  extreme  disapprobation  of  any  measure  that 
can  lessen  the  chance  for  peace.  I  therefore,  with 
the  greatest  confidence,  predict  what  wiU  be  their 
conduct  on  one,  or  on  the  other  plan  of  precedure. 
I  believe  the  temper  of  the  citizens  of  the  neigh- 
boring States  is  not  materially  different  from  £at 
of  the  citizens  of  the  State  to  which  I  belong  I 
presume  it  will  not  be  uuderstood  that  the  citizens 
of  the  State  I  came  from  are  willing  tamely  to 
submit  to  be  ruined  by  the  ravages  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. No,  sir,  they  love  peace,  and  will  court  it 
with  warmth:  but  if  war  be  unavoidable,  they 
will  not  be  behind  their  neighbors,  they  feel^  and 
feel  keenly  their  wrongs  and  injuries,  and  their  re- 
sentments are  strong. 

I  ask  the  warmest  advocates  for  the  proposed 
measure  to  form  in  theiK  own  uindsa  just  esUmate 
of  the  substantial  value  of  uaenimity,  of  the  com- 
parative faeuUies  of  the  difiereni  parts  of  our 
country,  for  military  exertions, :  they  will  not  do  iU 
to  review  the  fi^Vfl*  af  the  wst  war. 

For  my  part  I  am  resolreiL  whatever  mar  ^ 
the  current  «f  the  moment,  to  bonr  my  testimnay 
against  aU  meuMres  of  a  tendency  to  desiny  tha 
prospect  of  peace.  I  eooBidttr  the  eii|B  under  ean* 
sidemtiota  as  sach  a  measare,  and  ntea*  W  mmkt 
my  oppoeitioD  to  it. 

Let  those  who  are  bold  eaaagfa  ta  eomrt  danger 
to  the  coDQtry,  stand  distingui^ed  to  their  fellow 
citizens,  fVom  those  who,  though  resolved  to  be 
prepared  for  war,  and  to  meet  it  with  fortitude 
when  it  is  inevitable,  at  the  same  time  are  restiv- 
ed  not  to  precipitate  sozreatanevil.  loheerftdtjf 
concede  to  the  former  all  the  glory  j  they  will  have 
all  the  responsibility  of  their  enterprise. 

I  have  thos  expressed  my  real  sentimcntt^  &ot 
attmpting  to  torture  any  man's  ar^mrats,  or 
wound  their  i^elii^  j  wid  were  I  to  mdulge  mm 
sdf  in  railing  at  the  British  for  their  uuastiflule 
depredations  on  our  trade,  I  think,  sir,  I  could  be 
as  eloc|ueat  as  other  gentlemen  who  have  9000  b»- 
fiHe  nw)  I  b^era  h  would  be  uselesi^  and  I  fw- 
bear. 

The  Cammittee  niyw  me,  and  mported  the  re- 
solutwA  to  the  House  j  which  was  <»dered  to  lit 
tn  the  tahla,  and  the  Hoaee  a4iemned. 


TtiBSeair,  Ap#U  19> 

Sevenl  remonstnwecs  'from  cttBens  of  tbt 
United  States  West  of  the  AMeghaay  Meunttiaa, 
whose  naaws  an  Ihemnnta  sahaenbed,  w«m  pn- 
ssttted  to  the  House  and  nadi  staling  thair  nghl 
to  a  free  eajbyoietit  of  the  notvifalieo  of  the  river 
MisAssigpi,  and  pi«yingthattkeGeaetal  Govern- 
ment -wiH  adopt  each  measnns  fee  shall  be  mwt 
«xpeA«»  tttd  etftenial  to  secure  ike  same  fhain 
encroachment  hy  tbe  ciiizensM  sfihjects  of  fbreigs 
countries. 

Ordered,  Tfiart  the  said  remtiustftinces  be  re- 
ferred to  Mr.  LfiB,  Mr.  OkS,  Mr.  PrcxEss,  Mr. 
RiiTRBRPOittt)  and  I^r.ldoHTeoiiBRT!  that  Aey 
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do  examine  die  matter  thereof,  and  report  the 
samej  with  their  opinion  thereuinm,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Bloumt.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
TeH;ommitted  the  bill,  sentfrom  the  Senate,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  erect  a  light-house  on  the  headland  of 
Cape  Hatteras,  and  a  lighted  beacon  on  Ocracock 
Island,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,"  made  a 
report :  which  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 
said  bid,  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HiLLHODSE,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  malung  provision  for  the  payment 
of  the  interest  on  the  balances  due  to  certain 
Slates,  upon  the  final  settlement  of  the  accounts 
between  the  indiridual  States  and  the  United 
States ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PBBSIOaNT  OP  THB  Ulf  ITBD  StATBB  : 

Gemtkmm  of  the  Senate,  and  of 

the  ilotm  of  R^prtoentahtet  : 

I  laj  before  jou  s  Letter  tnm  the  Mhuster  nefupo* 
tentiaxy  of  Hb  Britannic  Majei^  to  the  Seoretai;  of 
State ;  a  Letter  from  the  8eoret«7  of  the  Territory 
Booth  of  die  rirer  Ohio,  eadosiBg  an  Ordinanoe  and 
ProdamatiMi  of  die  Governor  tiwret^;  Ae  tiaiwlatkm 
«f  so  madittf  a  petition  of  Ae  inhabtlants  at  Port  Vin- 
ecUMS,  addraMod  to  the  Pwrident,  u  idates  to  Con- 
MMs:  and  caetain  despaldkM  htely  lecMved  from  our 
Commisiioners  at  Madrid.  TheM  deqiatdies  from 
Madrid,  bainf  a  part  irf"  a  ba«neai  which  bu  been  hith- 
erto deemed  eonSdaatial,  they  are  forwarded  under  that 
view.  G.  WASHINGTON. 

UaiTSD  Stitbs.  Ajiril  16.  1794. 

The  p^ms  referred  to  in  the  said  Message  were 
pudy  read. 

NON-n«TEBcbu]tSE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  rest^utioo 
reported  yesterdaj  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  prohibit  all  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  the 
subjects  oi  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  so  fiu-  as  the 
lune  remeets  artides  of  the  growth  or  manufkc- 
nie  cS  Great  Britain  or  Ireland ;  and  the  same 
being  twice  read,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"JtfeMlMd;  That,  until  the  Govemaient  of  Great  Bri- 
Idn  AbB  eaoee  ooapensatioB  for  aD  loMes  and  dam^es 
aoslidned  ^  Ois  eMMU  oftfM  United  States,  ftom  armed 
tcsmIs,  or  from  any  penon  or  persons  acting  under  com- 
miMion  or  anthontr  of  Uie  Bntish  King,  contraiy  to  the 
laws  of  nations,  and  in  vktUtioa  of  the  r^tsof  nentraU 
i^;  and  also,  until  sU  the  posts,  now  heJd  and  detained 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  widiin  the  TstritariM  of 
m»  United  Ststes,  shall  be  sDrrendered  and  given  op; 
a«d  VMS  eompenMlMii  be  mado  for  the  asgraes  oanied 
away,  omtrvy  to  the  Tna^  ef  Peacatr-ni  eoauMeml 
■tanxma  bsMvMB  Ik*  dliMBS  oT  tha  Uailed  Slates 
aad&e  salycts  of  ^  King  of  Oieat  Bikain,  or  the 
"'i—P'  ^  "algtcts  of  aqy  other  natiMi,  so  for  as 
same  recocts  wtides  of  the  growth  w  manafocturs  of 
Gnat  Bntau  or  Inlud.  shall  be  prohibited:  Pnaadee^ 
waA  prohibition  shaO  not  extend  to  TMsels,  w  their 
cugoas,  umiBg  in  anv  of  the  porta  ef  the  United 
fliita,  bdue  the  day  of  next" 

Mr.SiirrB  of  South  CaioUna,  prasoated  hia 
■MMlilwatwa  of  the  original  motion,  h  was  de- 


clared to  be  a  mbetitate  bf  the  Chair,  aad  there- 
fore out  of  order. 

Mr.  Giles  moved  to  strike  oat  the  reit^atioB 
the  nne  qwi  nan  cmdition,  restitatkm  tot  ne- 
groes carried  ofil 

Mr.  Smith,  of  S.C.,  objected  to  the  motion.  He 
feared  it  would  appear  like  an  abandonment  of 
the  claim. 

After  some  further  debate  on  this  amendment, 
Mr.  FiTzeiMONa  suj^ested  a  snl»titute  for  the 
resolution  to  avoid  the  embarrassment  of  a  specific 
cation. 

Mr.  Giles  withdrew  his  amendment 
Mr.  Smith,  of  S.  C,  moved  to  strike  otit  a 
specificatimi.  and  insert  a  chrase  more  general 

After  further  conTersatini,  Mr.  Tbaot  ezimss- 
ed  a  wish  for  the  previous  question,  under  the- 
impression  that  this  is  not  a  prt^wr  time  for  a 
final  decision  of  the  subject 

Mr.  Smith,  of  9.  C,  consented  to  withdraw  his 
amendment  until  the  fRevious  questioB  be  put 
After  some  debate, 

The  {vevious  question  was  called  ftv  bf  five 
members,  to  wit:  "Shall  the  main  qoestion,  to 
agree  to  the  said  resolution,  be  now  put?" 

And  on  the  previous  question,  ^  Shall  the  said 
main  question  be  now  put  t"  it  was  resolved  in 
the  affirmative — jetA  53,  nays  44,  as  follows : 

Tkas. — Jsmes  Armstrong,  Theodoras  Bsiley,  Atn- 
ham  Baldwin,  John  Beatty,  Thnnas  Blount,  lltansf 
P.  Games,  Gabriel  Christie,  Thomas  Chibame,  Alst* 
ham  Clark,  Isaac  Coles,  Genge  Dent,  Wffim  Radley. 
William  B.  Giles,  Nicholas  Ottnan,  Chrirtophsr  Gnm- 
up,  Andrew  Gregg.  Saavel  Griffin,  William  B.  Gien. 
(>oorge  Hanem^  Carter  B. Hatriaoii,  Joha Healh.Ma 
Hunter,  William  Irvine,  Matthew  Lm^  WiBism  Ly- 
man, Nathaniel  Mmxu,  James  MadisoD,  JoMph  Mc- 
Dowell, Alexander  Mebane,  WUIiam  Uaatt^mmj, 
Andrew  Moore,  Peter  Mohlaabcrg,  Josenh 
Anthony  New,  Jolm  Nidkolas,  Alexander  D.iftit.J^ 
Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Andrew  Pickens,  Pnads  fMmt 
Robert  RuAnfovd,  Thomas  Scott,  John  SmSe.  W»el 
Smith.  Sami  Smith,  Thomas  Sprigg,  Thomas  TredweOr 
PhiUpVan  Cortlandt,  AtwahamVenable,  FnncisWaftcr. 
Be^iamin  ^liama.  Ki^aid  DHnn,  and  Jos^  "b' 
■ton. 

Nats.— Ftdier  Ames,  Elias  Bondmot,  Sw«H||?J 
Bonme,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Lambert  Cadwabder,  Dsnd 
Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin.  Jorima  Cmt,  Henry  Iw*^ 
Samoel  Dexter,  IVmiaa  Fitaiimons,  Citsk  Fsnw. 
Dwight  Fester,  Eiekiel  GAert,  HeHj  Gksia,  Bb>^ 
min  Goadhne,  James  Gordon,  Thomas  Hsitkyr  Dumi 
Heater,  Jsbms  HifflMw,  William  Hiailr"i  hsbimi 
Hollan,  John  Wilkes  Kitten,  Heniy  LalisM^  AM  i 
Learned,  Uchaid  Bland  Lee,  Francis  Mslbaie,  Wd- 
tiam  Vans  Mnrray,  Nathaniel  Niks,  Joba  S.  8fe«'  j 
bums,  Jmmiah  tJmilh,  William  Smitb,  Zcphtftw 
Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  George  Thatdwr,  Urish  Tr^r 
Jonathan  TramboU.  John  £.  Tan  AUea,  F«tfrl!!^ 
Gaasbecfc,  Peleg  Wadswocth,  Jerwnish  WsdnwrtJw 
Artemas  Ward.  John  Watte,  and  Pune  Wingate- 

WsnnsnaT,  April  16. 
Oniered,  That  the  petition  of  the  i^J*^ 
of  Post  Saint  Vincennes,  referred  to  in  the  nv^ 
ocHT'a  Message  of  yesterday,  he  referred  M  m. 
CuuiK,  Mr.  Auanioira,  BIr.  Scott,  Mr- 
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IB,  sad  Btr.  Bu)DNT ;  that  they  ilo  examine  the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinioD  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  Hoase  resumed  the  reading  of  the  eommu- 
nicatioDs  referred  to  in  the  Message  of  yesterday, 
from  the  Pbesident  op  the  UNrrao  States,  and 
went  throogfa  the  same. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  eonununications  do  lie 
(ntfaetaUe. 


Thdrsdat,  April  17. 
Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  whether  any,  or  what  further  or 
other  revenues  are  necessary  for  the  support  of  the 
public  credit ;  and,  if  further  revenues  are  neces- 
sary, to  report  the  ways  and  means,  made  a  re- 
port; which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  t^e  Whole  Honse  on  Mon- 
day  next. 

THE  EMBARGO. 
The  resolution  proposed  some  days  sinee,  for 
the  continuation  of  an  Embu^  was  taken  up  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Shbrbornb  in  die 
Chair. 

Mr.  Lbb  made  a  motion  for  excepting  foreign 
bottoms  from  the  operation  of  the  Embargo.  This 
motiok  was  snmiorted  chiefly  upon  the  grounds 
Aat  the  agricnltoml  interest  nmers  by  a  sreneral 
Embargo ;  that  the  chief  intoition  of  the  Embar- 
go is,  to  keep  American  narigation  from  the  grasp 
of  rapacity ;  and  this  end  will  be  as  fully  an- 
swered under  the  operation  of  the  amendment 

Against  it,  it  was  aqpied,that  the  distinction  will 
excite  a  jealousy  in  the  breast  of  onr  citizens :  will 
tend  to  deprive  us  of  our  seamen,  who  wiU  en- 
gage, for  want  of  domestic  employment,  on  board 
of  foreign  vessds,  and  also  strip  us  of  some  por- 
tion of  our  vessels,  by  rendering  foreign  bottoms 
much  more  valuable  than  American.  It  was  also 
said,  that  one  object  of  the  Embargo  will  be  frus- 
trated by  the  amendment — the  fasting  of  the  Bri- 
tish islainds.  Such  a  discrimination  wiU  render 
an  Elmbargo,  instead  of  an  aot  calculated  to  repel 
an  aggressvm,  and  prevent  aggression  in  future,  an 
cacouragement  to  msnlt,  by  encoununng  foreign 
trade  in  Reference  to  American.  The  amend- 
ment was  lost. 

Another  amendment  was  proposed,  to  enable 
merchants,  under  certain  restrictions,  to  send  de- 
spatch boats  to  the  West  Indies,  in  order  to  eom- 
uy  with  the  forms  requisite  to  lodge,  within  the 
limited  time,  appeals  from  the  Admiralty  Courts 
of  the  British  islands.  Several  attempts  were 
made  to  guard  the  provision,  so  that  it  should  not 
be  a  means  of  evatfing  the  Embargo.  This 
peared,  finally,  not  to  have  been  done  to  the  satis- 
faction of  a  majority ;  and,  upon  its  being  sug- 
gested  that  the  renewal  of  the  general  ^ml»rgo 
resolution  was  a  measure  that  did  not  admit  of 
delaf ,  and  that  the  provision  prjposed  might  be 
consiaered  at  another  time,  sepaiately,  the  qnes- 
lioa  -wma  taken,  and  Ae  amendmettt  lost. 

Tbc  or^utal  lesolutioa  was  agreed  to  by  a  T«y 
laKSe  majan»,  and  reported  to  tha  Hous^  where 
it  w»  iwMiifatriy  talcB  Vf, 


It  was  suggested  that  Sweden,  by  treaty,  ispo- 
ntivdy  exempted  from  the  operation  oi  Em- 
barsoee,  and  that,  if  this  be  the  ease,  France,  Hol- 
land, dbc.,  who  have,  by  treaty,  the  privileges  of 
the  most  favored  nations,  are  also  exempt,  and 
they  should  be  positively  exempted  in  the  reso- 
lution. 

It  was  answered,  that  treaties  are  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  and  cannot  clash  wiA  a  n»da- 
tion  of  Congress.  However,  it  was  ctmceived  that 
the  provision  in  the  Swedish  treaty  is  not  idto- 
gether  clear,  and^t  any  rate  can  only  entitle  them 
to  carry  away  their  vessels,  but  not  to  export  our 
produce  against  our  will ;  for,  in  that  case,  our 
ererv  attempt  to  lay  an  Embargo  might  be  baf- 
fled by  those  foreign  nations.  A  proviso,  howererj 
was  adopted,  expressly  excepting  from  the  operar 
tion  of  tne  Emlnrgo,  nations  exempted  by  treaty. 
Another  proviso  was  then  adopted,  to  enaole  mer- 
chants to  send  despatch-boats  to  any  of  the  West 
India  islands,  for  the  purpose  stated  above.  The 
resolutiim  was  then  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Retolved  by  the  Smote  and  House  of  Bepre- 
tmUUiva  <^  the  Umted  SuUea  of  America  in  tkn- 
greu  anemUed,  That  the  present  embargo  be 
continued,  and  eveiy  r^ulation  concerning  the 
same  shall  be  in  ftill  force,  until  the  twenty-fifth 
day  of  May  next :  Prwided,  That  nothing  m  this 
resolution  oe  construed  as  intended  to  contravene 
any  rights  or  privileges  arising  out  of  treaty  oi 
treaties  between  any  foreign  nation  and  the  IJnit- 
ed  States:  And prvmded,  auo,  That  the  FREBinBNT 
or  TUB  United  States  be  authorized  to  permit 
the  sailing  of  any  vessel,  for  the  sole  purfiose  of 
lodging  in  the  Courts  of  Vice  Admiralty,  in  any 
of  the  West  India  islands,  appeals  from  sentences 
or  decrees  of  the  said  Courts,  whereby  vessels  oi 
cargoes  claimed  by  an  American  citizen  or  citizens, 
have  been  condonned:  Provided,  That  bond, 
with  sufficient  security,  be  prevtonsly  given,  that 
such  vessel  shall  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  carry 
on  any  commerce  whatsoever,  during  the  voyage. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 
Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee o(  Elections,  to  whom  was  referredthe  pe- 
tition of  Abram  Trig?,  complaining  of  an  undue 
election  and  return  of  Framcis  Pbbston,  to  serve 
as  a  member  of  this  Hou^  for  the  State  of  Virgi- 
nia, made  a  report;  vHiich  was  read,  as  follows: 

"  That,  upon  examining  the  evidence  in  this  cue,  it 
appears  llutt,  in  the  county  of  Lee,  in  the  said  State, 
the  poll  was  dosed,  after  due  proclamation  by  the  ahe- 
rifl^  at  or  about  three  o'clock,  p.  m. ;  that  applicalioa 
waa  aAerwarda  made  to  the  slwtff  to  open  the  poll  fat 
■everal  voters  who  qmeered,  iritich  the  ahariff  leftuad. 
On  reeuiring  to  the  deetion  law  of  Virginia,  the  ahniff 
appears  to  be  vested  widi  discretionary  powor  to  cloaa 
the  poll  at  say  tune  of  ttie  dsy  after  three  prodamarions 
made,  and  no  voters  appeaimg.  The  onomitlee  aie^ 
therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  electHHi  was  cojadactad 
according  to  law  in  the  said  coun^. 

"  It  appears  that  the  sheriff  of  Waahingtoa  county, 
in  consequence  of  rain,  adjourned  the  poll  totheseeond 
day ;  and  that,  frcon  the  iMitode  id  diserstkm  vested  in 
him  Ij  law,  he  was  fioUy  andioriied  so  to  do. 

^No  s'ffideBoe  having  been  produced  in  snpport  of 
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the  charge  that  peraoiw  were  poBed  in  WaiUngiNi 
eanoijr,  who  !!▼«  in  Oie  icrritoiy  SovA  «f  dw  OhiO)  «id 
fai  KeutaolR,  tha  petilieiMPr  hw  ■bmdotted  ^ckaigau 

"TlwaTidHiee.vMingBRlto  MMilgMiei;  eoun^, 
bHig  vahuniwnu,  and  id  ■ome  xeipeeta  ooatradi«- 
toiy,  die  oownktM  have  fband  auoa  difficahj  ib  fbnn- 
ing  an  opinion  in  relation  to  that  county.  The  folbw- 
mg  &cU,  however,  appear  lo  be  weU<e«tabliahed,  vix : 

"  That  Captain  William  Preston,  brother,  and  agent 
at  the  election,  of  the  Bitting  member,  wac  quartered 
near  Montgomery  oourt-houae,  with  about  60  or  70  Fe- 
deral troopa,  of  which  he  twd  the  command ;  that,  on 
the  day  of  election,  die  said  troops  were  marched  in  a 
body  twice  or  three  times  round  the  court-hooM,  and 
paraded  in  fWmt  of,  and  close  to  the  door  thereof ;  dnt, 
toward*  die  cloee  of  die  election,  die  said  troops  were 
M^ed,  generally  in  &Tor  of  the  sitting  member,  bat 
UMb*  votes  were  put  down  on  a  separate  paper,  and,  af- 
ter tbe  election,  at  the  comparison  of  the  polls  of  the  re- 
speettre  oosrtiea,  weie  rejected  by  the  tetnmmg  offi* 
eeia;  that  smneirftliem  dueatanad  to  beat  any  peiaon 
vfco  ahovU  vote  in  &Tor  of  the  pethioiier;  tnUoneoC 
the  aoldien  etmdt  and  knocked  aown  a  Bigiatratawho 
wae  attending  at  the  said  elaolioa ;  that  tluee  aotdiers 
alaod  at  the  door  of  the  conrt-house,  and  rf^ued  to  ad- 
nit  a  voter  because  he  deeUred  he  would  vote  for 
the  petitioner;  that  many  of  the  country  people  were 
dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  soldien,  which  pro- 
dueed  altercatbns  at  dw  election  between  the  soldiers 
and  the  country  people,  the  former  bni^  .generaOy  for 
the  ntting  member,  and  the  latter  for  the  petiti(Mier,  and 
terminated  in  a  violent  afiray  between  diem  after  the 
poH  was  closed ;  that  some  of  the  aoldien  being  after- 
wards Interrogated  why  they  said  they  would  beat  any 
nan  who  voted  for  Ti%g,  replied,  '*  they  who  are  bound 
must  obey."  That,  though  it  is  doubtful  whether  any 
of  the  soldiers  were  armed  at  the  coort-honse,  yet  it  ap- 
pam  that,  at  the  time  of  the  aAay,  after  the  election, 
Uqrtdn  Preston  had  a  sword  and  dagger;  and  that, 
when  lha  aoldiare,  being  ovecpowared  by  the  country 
naeple,  retreated  to  their  barra<^  some  gun  were  fired 
tf  w  soldiata  towards  the  ooontiy  paofSe. 

<*  The  comraitlee,  on  fUl  oimsideiation  of  aU  the  evi- 
denoe  in  relation  to  Montgomery  eoan^,  from  which 
the  foregoing  &cts  result,  are  of  opinion  that,  notwith- 
standing the  aoidiers  were  not  disfrandiised  of  the  right 
(rf'TCtng.  merely  as  neb,  yet  their  condact,  as  weD  as 
that  of  HMir  oommander,  was  inoonsistmt  widi  that 
ftaadom  and  foimeae  which  ought  to  jwenil  at  eleo- 
ticna;  and  that,  although  it  does  not  if^iear,  from  any 
.other  dian  hearsay  testimony,  diat  any  votm  wae  acta* 
ally  prevented  from  voting,  yet  there  is  every  reasona- 
ble ground  to  believe  that  some  were,  and  that  the  elec- 
4on  was  unduly  and  un&irly  biassed  by  die  turbulent 
and  menacing  conduct  of  the  military ;  and  that  thepe- 
tkner,  who  only  lost  his  election  by  a  majori^  of  ten 
Wtaa,  haa  not  had  dtat  &tr  opportuni^  of  obtaining  die 
*^agee  of  dm  people  of  that  district,  to  whidi  every 
aiJi**te  is  endtted.  The  covnmittee,  dwrefinre,  view- 
™8  dn  precedent  as  a  dangerous  one,  and  conaldering 
™»^eetimiWe  privilege  of  free  soffiage  ought  never  to 
Mfmated  by  any  mfmiry  interposition;  thatth&nt- 
ttog  member  may  have  obtained  a  mijori^  by  improper 
iuMneft,  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  have  a  chance 
Mobtaining  a  seat  on  equal  terms,  are  of  miimon  diat 
gnttdk  PMrtaah  not  dtdydededa  nwmberof  diia 

In  support  of  the  reasoning  and  conclusion  of 
ttus  report,  the  petitioner  submitted  a^pnper,  eoo- 


tnininj;,  at  great  length,  bis  ofaaervatiM*  m  the 
depoeinon  and  other  exJubits  connected  with  tki> 
case. 

Ordtred,  That  the  hening  ca  the  trial  of  ihe 
said  c<mte8ted  eleetim  be  procMdcd  on  in  the 
HoaseoD  Tuesday  ttext 

Mr.  WiLLiAH  Shite,  from  tbe  oonmUtee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Message  from  At  Fbebi- 
DENT  OF  THE  United  States,  of  the  «f 
March  last,  relative  to  an  advance  of  money,  re- 
quested by  the  Minister  of  the  French  Repauic, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordned  to 
lie  on  the  table. 


Friday,  April  18. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  tbe  House, 
that  the  Soiate  have  agreed  to  the  resolotion  of 
this  House,  to  continue  the  preseat  embauo  on 
ships  or  vessels  in  the  porls  of  the  United  States^ 
botmd  to  any  foreicA  port  or  place,  with  an  amend- 
ment; to  which  tney  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendment,  and  the  same  being  read,  wu 
agreed  to. 

N0Br-INTBK0OUB8£  WITH  ORBAT  BRITAIN. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
Mr.  Clark's  reaoltition  for  a  noiHiiLponadoB « 
British  goods,  was  called  up. 

The  conuderation  of  it  at  Che  ittcsemt  time  wu 
opposed  chiefly  on  the  ground  tlmt  an  Envoy  had 
been  nominated  by  the  Executive  to  negotiate 
with  Greet  Britain ;  that  the  adoption  of  this  re- 
solotion, at  the  present  time,  wouM  be  a  bar  lo 
those  negotiations,  an  infringement  on  the  rigbtof 
tbe  Bzeeutive  to  n^tiate,  and  an  indeliMcy  to- 
wards ^t  Department  j  and  that,  since  it  feads 
to  war,  odier  measoies  shosld  precede  its  adop- 
tion. 

It  was  answered,  that  the  Legislature 
solely  a  right  to  regulate  commerce;  that  ms 
measure  is  strictly  within  the  CoBstitntionid  duty 
of  the  L^talature ;  that,  if  thm  is  any  indeliner 
in  the  cluhing  of  the  proceedings  of  tbe  L^^' 
ture  and  Bxeentire,  the  indelicaeir  is  with  the  Bi- 
ecutire,  as  the  resolatira— the  object  of  debsfe-- 
had  been  several  days  pending  m  the  Honse  be- 
fore the  nominatitn  of  an  Bnroy  Extraordinary 
was  made ;  that  the  resolntiwi  cannot  lead  to  irw^ 
as  we  have  a  right,  as  an  independent  nation,  to 
regulate  our  commerce,  and  will,  on  the  contrary, 
be  the  best  means  of  bringii^  negotiation  to  a 
happy  issue.  . 

After  much  debate,  the  question  on  ^ 
report  up  was  put,  uid  tbe  yeas  and  nays  bew 
called  fiw,  were  taken,  and  stood— yeas  67,  nays«. 
as  follows: 

YtAs^ames  Armstrong.  Theodoras 
hlun  Baldwin,  John  Beatty,  Thomas  Btoont,  TIWidh 
P.  Canea,  Oabriel  Chiiade,  Thomas  CIa!borw,AW- 
ham  Chtk.  1mm  Oeles,  Jonadian  Dayton,  Hemy 
bom,  George  Dent,  WiUoi  Findtoy,  WiBtaa  B.  «** 
JauM  Oiieapi*,  Chriattfldwr  qieano^.  AndW*  wag. 

SamudGriflk,  Wili^  WTOr^O«*i«^S2!l 
Carter  B.  Hanboa,  hi\m  lladh.  lahnlfw**! 
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Irraw,  fththcw  hoekn,  Vf^buai  hjmma,  Niithfinl  Mr' 
eem,  Jamm  Mtidimm,  JeMjpli  McDowell,  Alaxander  He- 
baM,  Williua  Mcwti<MD<«T,  Andrew  Moore,  Peter  Muh- 
Imb^rJoHph  NenDfl,  AnUumy  New,  John  Nidw- 
lac,  AlexBad«r  D.  Orr,  John  Page^  Jonah  Parker,  An- 
drew Pickens,  Fnucia  Preston,  Robert  Rutherford* 
Thomas  Scott,  John  8.  Sherbnme,  John  Smilie,  Jere- 
mish  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas 
Sprigg,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Abra- 
ham Veoable,  Francis  Walker,  Benjamin  WiDiania, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats. — Fisher  Ames,  EUas  Boudmot,  Shearjadiab 
Bonnie,  Benjamin  Bonme,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  Da- 
vid CoW>,  Pekg  Coffin,  Jedma  Coit,  Samnd  Dexter, 
lliMDas  Fitzsimnu,  Urbh  Foneat,  Dwight  Foaler,  Eae< 
kiel  GSbort,  Nioholaa  Oflman,  Heniy  Glenn,  Btmfamin 
Goodbne,  James  €>OTdon,  Thmaaa  Hartley,  DanM 
Heister,  Jantes  Hillhouse,  William  Hindman,  Saanid 
Hohen,  John  WUee  Kittera,  Amaaa  Learaed*  lUcfaaid 
Bland  Lee,  Tnnm  Malbons,  WiHkm  Yam  Hnnray, 
Nathuiial  Nilea,  Theodore  Sedgwi^,  WilHam  Smith, 
Z^kajnah  Swift.  SUaa  Talbf^Georae  Thatcher,  Uriah 
Tmef,  JoB^han  TniinbuU,Jdin  £.  Van  AUen^  Petn 
Van  Gaaabeek,  Paleg  Wadaworth,  Jenmiah  Wads- 
worth,  AitMBas  Waid,  John  Watta,  and  Paine  Wingate. 

Mr.  BuTTT  dien  (Hropowd  w  amcBterat  .to 
the  resolotion  as  reported,  whi^  modiics  it  so  w 
to  proTid*  that  die  interoonrse  shall  be  reitored 
wnen  the  treaty  ig  fulfilled,  and  repaimtion  for  the 
injuries  su^wed  by  our  navigation  is  made,  to  the 
aatifaetioa  of  the  Bxeeutive.  This,  ailter  some 
debatej  was  withdzam  to  gire  way  to  an  amend- 
ment from  Mr.  MAOiaoN,  wiiich  wiU  make  the 
prapoutioik  read,  in  stibstanoe,  as  follows: 

"  Whereas,  Oie  iajsries  nrffered,  and  likely  to  be  mrf- 
feed  by  the  United  StatM,  &<(»n  a  vietatiou  of  oar  neu- 
tral rights  and  oMuneraal  inteteMt,  en  the  part  o( 
Great  Britain,  and  also  from  a  failure  in  the  execution 
of  tfke  seventh  article  of  the  Trea^  of  Peace,  make  it 
opsdient  that  oor  eonnnerdal  inteitourse  with  thai  na- 
thin  she^  netwmamaseKfnaiwasitnowlsf  Tbere- 

•*Rtaabed,  "nutffteiadw— dnitf— aen,onr 
caaawwial  Jntweonme  wi A  ihatntfianbe  soapended." 

The  ehi^  dt^rence,  it  will  be  observed,  be- 
hreea  this  proiiositim  and  the  original  resolution, 
is,  that  in  this,  it  is  not  specified  on  what  condi- 
d(ms  the  intercourse  shall  be  restored ;  leaving, 
therefore,  to  a  flitnre  L^islatare,  when  they  are 
satisfied  with  the  reparatioa  which  negotiation 
may  proeore  from  Great  Britain,  to  renew  out 
commercial  relations  with  that  country.  The  op- 
posers  of  the  original  resolution  asked  for  time  to 
consider  the  ammdment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 


MoKDAY,  April  21. 

Ordered,  That  the  copr  of  the  Laws  of  the 
Territory  Northwest  ol  the  Rtrer  Ohio,  which 
accon^auied  the  Message  from  the  Pbhsivent 
OP  THi  dfiTBS  BtATBS  Sf  Ae  twenty-fiwt  of  Ja- 
Dnarr  last,  he  referred  to  Mr.  Findlby,  Mr.  Greb- 
Mr.  HoHTBH,  Mr.  McDowBLL,  and  Mr.  Coit. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill,  entitled  *  An 
aetfkeaihhfiahAafvilOttBMBd  Post  Honda  with- 


in the  United  Snuee,"  Wish  semal  lonra&aeats; 

to  which  they  desire  the  eoncnrrenoe  of  this 

House. 

N0N-INTERCOUR8E  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  fifteenth  instant,  to  prohilnt  all  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  and  the  subjects  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  or  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  any 
other  nation,  so  for  as  the  same  respects  articles 
of  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland;  and  the  amendment  and  modification 
thereof,  which  was  proposed  on  Friday  last,  being 
further  considered  and  debated,  the  said  resolntiott 
was  amended  to  read  as  follows: 
"  Whereas,  the  injuries  which  have  been  sufiered,  and 
may  be  suffered,  by  Ae  United  States,  ftom  viola- 
tions  committed  by  Great  Britain  on  their  neutral 
rights  and  commercial  interests,  as  rail  as  fetm  her 
fiiDure  to  execute  Uw  seventh  arttele  of  the  Tie^of 
Peace,  render  it  expedient  liH' the  hiteiesti^A«  Unit- 
ed Stetee,  that  the  commcroial  interomise  between 
the  two  countries  should  not  continue  to  be  eanrlad 
m  in  the  extent  at  presmt  allowed : 
Staolted,  That,  from  and  aftra  Ae  first  day  of  No- 
vembn  next,  all  commercial,  tnterconrse  between  the 
cttixens  of  the  United  States  and  the  subjects  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  dtizeni  or  sub^eets  of  any 
other  nation,  so  far  aa  the  eame  respects  articles  of  the 
growth  or  tnanu&otme  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland, 
shaU  be  proh&ited :" 

And  then  the  main  qtuatitm  bein^  put,  that  this 
House  doth  agree  to  the  said  resolution,  as  amca4- 
ed,  it  was  resolved  in  the  iJBrmative — yeas  5S, 
nays  38,  as  fi^ws : 

Yb&s^— lames  AnnidroBg,  Theodenu  Baaey,  Abnu 
ham  Baldwin,  John  Beat^,  Thomas  Bknmt,  ThciBaa 
P.  Caraes,  (HbrLel  Christie,  nmmas  CUttmme,  Aitaw 
fa«n  Clark,  Isaae  Coke,  William  J.  Dawson,  Hauy 
Dearborn,  George  Dent,  William  Findley,  Thomaa 
Fitzflimons,  WiUiam  B.  Giles,  James  CKIIespie,  Nicho- 
las Gilman,  Christopher  Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg,  Sa- 
muel Qrlfln,  WilB^an  Bany  Gnrre,  George  Hancock, 
Carter  B.  Haxrisen,  Thomas  Hardegr,  John  Heath, 
John  Hunter,  William  Irvine,  MatOew  Ladas, 
Ham  Lyman,  Nathaniel  Maeon,  James  Madiwa,  Joseph 
MoDowdl,  Akxander  Mrtiaiie,  WiUian  Mon^iemeiy, 
Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans  Murray,  ioeeph  Ifeiiilc^ 
AuAotkj  New,  John  Niebelas,  Alexander  D.  Or,  John 
Page,  Josiah  Pariier,  Andrew  Piekensy  Fianeie  Pre** 
tmi,  Robert  Rutherford,  Thomas  Scott,  John  8.  Sbef 
bume,JohB  Smilie,  Israel  &nith,  Samuel  Smith,  Tho* 
nas  Sp^,  Thomas  Tredvnll.  Abraham  Tanahte, 
Francts  Walker,  Benjamin  WUllama,  Bidiard  Wmn, 
and  Joseph  Wtnst«ai. 

Nats.— Fisher  Ames,  Elias  Boudinot,  Sheagashob 
Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  Da- 
vid Cobb,  Pelee  Coflm,  Jos&na  Coit,  Samuel  Dexter, 
Uriah  Forrest,  Dwight  Foster,  Ezeklel  Gilbert,  Henry 
Glean,  Bemamin  Goodhae,  James  Gordon,  Banlel  Hei- 
ster,  Jame^OIfaouse,  WOIiam  Hfaidman,  Jdin  W&kea 
Kitten,  HswT  Latfanert  Amasa  Lesmed,  Mdurd  Bland 
Lee,  Fnmck  Malboaa.  Tbaoden  AedgwMt,  JMMiiah 
Stnift,  William  AnWi,  Zephaniah  Swift,  SUas  Tafcot, 
Oeoige  TlMSdMr,  Uriah  Traiw,  JoMtban  TnuMI^ 
John  E.  Van  AUon,  Peter  Van  niill  irh,  Feleg  Wads. 
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Wflith,  Jerankh  Wkdawortfa,  Aitmu  Ward,  J<4m 
Watts,  and  Paine  Wingato. 

.  Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  biUs  be  brought  in  pur- 
soaut  to  the  said  resolation ;  and  that  Mr.  Cu&bk, 
Mr.  Madibon,  Mr.  Lthan,  Mr.  Carnes,  and  Mr. 
Grove,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

TuESDAT,  April  22. 

Mr.'FiTzaiMOHS.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  tne  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  memorial  of  Arthur  St.  Clair,  made  an  amend- 
atory report;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
CO  the  table. 

The  Houae  reaolTed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the- Whole  House  on  the  bill  directing  a  detach- 
ment from  the  Militia  of  the  United  States ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  an  amendment 
thereto ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  providing  for  raising 
and  o^niziog  a  corps  of  Artillerists  and  Enci- 
neers;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  tne 
Cbaiiinan  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  lull  under  considentiim,  and  made  seve- 
ral amendments  thereto ;  whieti  wen  sereraUy 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordera^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
menta,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
*'Ao  act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roada 
within  the  United  States and.  thq  same  being 
rnd,  some  were  agreed  to,  and  otners  disagreed  to. 

Wednesday,  April  23. 

An  engrossed  bill  directing  a  detachment  irom 
the  MiliUa  of  the  United  States  was  read  the  third 
tine,  and  passed. 

An  engrocsed  bill  providing  for  zaiaing  and  .ir- 
ganiaing  a  corps  of  Artillerists  and  Enginem  was 
read  the  jUiird  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Lbb,  from  tne  committee  to  whom  were 
referred  several  remonstrances  from  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  west  of  the  Allerhany  Moun- 
tains, respecting  the  navigation  of  ue  river  Mis- 
^m>i,  made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  or^ 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Spbaur  laid  before  the  Houae  a  Letter 
and  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  the 
petition  of  Stephen  Sayre ;  which'  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Shilib, 
and  Mr.  Bailbv  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  mat- 
ter thereof,  and  report  the  same,  wiUi  their  oiun- 
ion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Clark,  from  theooanutteem)oiDted,pre- 
sutted  a  bill  to  suspend  the  impntation  of  certain 
ffoods,  wares,  and  merchandiBe ;  which  wai  read 
iwK*  tmi  coaamittod. 


A  message  from  the  Senate  infovmed  the  Htmm. 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  Ai 
act  allowing  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tousard  aa  eqm* 
valeot  for  his  pension  for  life,"  with  several  ameod- 
ments;  toiniich  Uiey  desire  the  eoncurreneeiif 
this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  or  wliit,  fin- 
ther  or  other  revenues  are  necessary  for  the  sup- 
port of  public  credit,  and,  if  further  rev«iues  ir 
necessary,  to  report  the  ways  and  means ;  ud, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose 
and  reported  progress. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hotue, 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment,  di^ 
agreed  to  by  this  House,  for  striking  out  the 
twenty-first  section  of  the  bilL  entitles  "An  act 
to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  withii 
the  United  States."  The  Senate  insist  on  theii 
tenth  amendment  to  the  first  section ;  also,  to  their 
amendment  for  adding  a  new  sectiw  to  follow  tbe 
twenty-seventh  section  of  the  said  tall,  tnd  desin 
a  conference  with  this  Houae  on  die  subject-mat- 
ter of  the  said  amendmenta ;  to  which  confemet 
the  Senate  hare  appointed  managws  on  their  patt 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  so  mocli  of 
the  said  message  aa  desires  a  conference  on  tbe 
subject-matter  of  the  amendmenu  depending  be 
tween  the  two  Houses  to  the  bill,  entided  "An 
act  toestaUishthe  Post  Office  and  Poat  Roadi 
within  the  United  States."  Whereupon, 

Re$dved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
said  conference ;  and  that  Mr.  Thaot.  Mr.  Mot- 
RAT,  and  Mr.  Sbdowick,  be  appointed  mtaagos 
at  the  same,  on  the  part  of  this  House. 


Thursday,  April  24. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  conuuHM  to 
whom  were  referred  several  remonstrances  from 
citizens  of  the  United  States  West  of  the  AUet^- 
ay  Mountains,  respecting  the  navintioB  of  tw 
river  Mississippi,  be  committed  to  a  Comnuttee  « 
the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Utter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  accom^nyu>S 
translation  of  an  Address  from  the  Rewe«B**' 
tives  of  the  French  People,  members  of  the  Con^ 
mittee  of  Public  Safety,  to  the  Coagu^  of  *^ 
United  States;  which  were  read,  ana  ordered  w 
lie  on  the  table.  j 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  «- 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  suspend  the  im- 
portation of  certain  goods,  wares,  and  p^"'^' 
dise ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  tne 'L-t*"' 
man  reported  that  the  Committee  had  h^J^* 
bill  under  consideratioii,  uid  made  an  ^tiUD'''''^ 
thereto;  which  was  twice  read,  and  apeed  to 

The  said  biU  was  further  amended  at  the  Cler^ 
table;  and.  on  the  question  that  tl»«*"ii'^ud 
gether  with  the  amendments,  be  e''<f"°ilj  in 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow,  it  was  resolvw 
the  affirmative— yeas  67,  nays  34,  as  follows: 

YsAa^  Jamaa  AaMMg^Thadteas  Bailir.  ^ 
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ham  Baldwin,  John  Beatty,  Thomai  Blount,  Lambert 
Cmdwalader,  Tbomu  P.  Cmm,  Gabriel  Chriitie,  Tho- 
mas (^aibome,  Abraham  Cfaofc,  Iiaae  (Mm,  Henry 
Denborn,  OeOTge  Dent,  Wiffiain  Findlw,  WUbm  B. 
GKW,  Jasm  OiUeqiie,  Ni<!hotaa(KfanBn,  Andrew  Oreg^, 
Sunnel  Griffin,  WiUiain  B.  Grore,  George  Uanco^ 
CartCK  B.  Hantwn,  Thosaa  Hartley,  John  Heath,  Jcibn 
HuMer,  WflKam  Irvine,  lUtAew  Locle,  William  Ly- 
nm,  liallianiel  Maoon,  JanM  Madiaon,  Joaeph  Mc- 
Dow^  Alexander  Mdiane,  WiUiam  MMitgomeiy,  An* 
drew  Moote,  Peter  MnUenberf,  William  Vana  Mar^ 
eaTt  Joaeph  Nevflle,  AnAoiiy  New,  JtAn  Nicholaa, 
Alamider  D.  Oir,  Jk^  P^  Jodah  Paiter.  Andrew 
Ptckens,  Fnncu  Preston,  Robert  RutheHbrd,  Thomas 
Scott,  John  S.  Sherborne,  John  Smilie,  Inmi4  Smi^ 
Samuel  Smith,  Thomaa  Sprifg,  Thomaa  Tredweli,  Abra- 
ham Yenable,  Francis  Walker,  Benjamin  WiUianu, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats.^ — Pi^er  Ames,  Sheaijashnb  Boome,  Benja- 
min Bonnie,  David  Cobb,  Pelec  Coffin,  Joshoa  Coit, 
Samuel  Daxter,  Uriah  Fonest,  Dwi^t  Poster,  EiekM 
Oinieft,  Henry  Glenn,  James  Gmdon,  Daniel  Heitter, 
Jamee  HillhoBse,  William  Hindman,  J^  WUkes 
Kitten,  Hemy  Latimer,  Amaaa  Learned,  Richard  Bland 
Lee,  Francis  Malbone,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah 
SmiOt.  William  Smith,  Ze^ianiah  Swift,  Silas  Talbot, 
G«ois«  Thatehsr,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonatfian  Tnunbtdl, 
John  £.  Van  AUen,  Peleg  Wadiwoith,  Jeremiah  Wads- 
worth,  Artemaa  Ward,  John  Watts,  and  Paine  Win- 
fate. 

The  House  again  resolTed  itself  into  t  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  Hoase  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
mitte  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  or  what, 
(iu-ther  or  other  rerenues  are  necessary  for  the 
sqqiort  of  public  credit,  and  if  further  rerenues 
are  BcecMwy,  to  report  die  wsrs  and  means ;  and, 
tStet  Mxne  dme  speat  therein,  the  Cknomittee  rose, 
and  reported  pngrasi. 


Friday,  April  25. 

An  engroued  bill  to  suspend  the  importation  of 
certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  was  read 
the  third  time ;  and  on  the  queaticm,  that  the  said 
bill  do  pass,  it  was  resolved  in  the  aflinnatire— 
yeas  56,  nays  34,  as  follows : 

YiAS. — James  Armstrong,  Theodonis  Bailey,  Abra- 
bam  Baldwin,  John  Beatw,  Thomu  Blonnt,  Lunbert 
Ctdwalader,  Thomas  P.  Games,  Ghibriel  Christie,  Tho- 
Bss  CWbome,  Abraham  Clarit,  Isaac  Coles,  William  J. 
DawKm3emy  Dearborn,  George  Dent,  Wilham  Find- 
by,  Thomas  nttrimons,  WiKam  B.  CKles,  James  Gil- 
fespie,  Nidkobs  Oilman,  GhnstopherGtwirap,  Samnel 
QnSa,  William  Barry  Chore,  George  Hancock,  Carter 
B.  HaiXMon,  Thomas  Haztler,  John  Heath,  William 
Irrme,  Heniy  Latimer,  Matuww  Lodte,  William  Ly- 
nsn,  Walhanid  Macon,.James  Madison,  Jos^ih  Mc- 
Dowell, Alexander  Mdtane,  William  Montgomeiy ,  An- 
drew  Moore,  Peter  Mohlenberg,  William  Vans  Mur- 
rey, Joaeph  Neville,  Anthony  New,  John  Nichobu, 
Aisxander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah  PaAer,  Andrew 
Pkkois,  VmaoM  Preston,  Robert  Raduribrd,  Thomas 
Bcott,  John  8.  Shnbnme,  J(^  Smilie,  Israel  Sknith, 
Sitnnel  SmiUi,  Thomas  SmKt  Abraham  Tenable, 
rWis  Walker,  Benjamfai  WUfiama,  ffiehaid  Winn, 
nd  Joseph  Winston. 

NiTi. — Fkhor  Ames,  BHas  Bondbwt,  Sheariaahnb 
Isme,  Benjaiwn  Bowse,  David  Oobb,  Peleg  CoAn, 


[H.  opR. 


Jodioa  Ctrit,  Samnef  Dexter,  Uriah  Forrest,  DwigM 
Fostsr.  EaekkA  Gilbnt,  Henry  Glam.  Bei^aminGoed' 
hue,  James  Oantda,  Jamas  Hillboaae,  Wuism  Hind 
man,  J^  Wilkes  Kitteia,  Rkbaid  Bland  Le^  Fianda 
Malbone,  Theodore  Sedgwick  Jeremiah  ftniA,  WaUam 
Smith,  Zejriianiah  Swift,  Klas  TaU>ot,  George  Thatcb- 
or.  Uriah  Tney,  Jonatttan  Tmmbnll,  John  E.  Van 
Allen,  Peter  Van  GanAedt,  Pdeg  Wadswwth,  Juemi- 
ah  Wadswortb,  AitMnas  Ward,  John  Watts,  and  Pain* 
Wingate. 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  Hoase  a  Report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  a  state- 
ment of  the  cases  of  all  claimants  to  be  placed 
on  the  pension  list  <^  the  United  States,  who  ob- 
tained certificates  from  the  Indies  of  the  Cir- 
cuit Courts  signed  as  Commissionen,  and  also 
ftom  the  Judge  of  the  District  of  Biarae ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Tba- 
cT,  Mr.  TuowBix,  Mr.  Bbattt,  Mr.  Ietiicb,  and 
Mr.  Thatchbr  ;  that  they  do  famine  the  mat- 
ter thereof  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opihion 
thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 

An  act  allowing  Lieutuiant  Cplonel  ToiuanI 
an  equiTalent  for  his  pensicm  for  life,"  and,  the 
same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

A  memorial  of  the  merchants  and  others,  in- 
habitants of  the  town  of  Norwich,  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  that  the  most  speedy  and  effeetoal  mea- 
sures may  be  adopted  by  Congress,  to  obtain  resti- 
tution for  the  deprodatiotts  committed  on  the  pro- 
perty of  the  citizMis  of  the  United  States  by  the 
subjects  <rf'Qreat  Britain,  imder  theaothweity  of 
that  QoTemm«Bt. 

Ordered,  That  die  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoase  to  whtmi 
is  committed  the  motion  of  the  twenty-serenth, 
ultimo,  for  the  sequNtration  of  all  the  debts  doe 
from  toe  citizens  or  the  United  States  to  the  sub- 
jects of  the  King  of  Oreat  Britam. 

Mr.  FiNOLET,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented,  a  bill  fcMr  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Rieb; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Resolved,  unanimomh,  That  the  Letter  of  die 
Committee  of  Public  Safety  of  the  French  Be-  • 
p«blic,  addressed  to  Congress,  be  transmitted  to 
the  Prebiobnt  or  thb  United  Statbs,  and  that 
he  be  requested  to  cause  the  same  to  be  answered  on 
behalf  ca  this  House,  in  terms  cxpressire  of  dieir 
sensibility  for  the  l^iendtr  and  a&etioaate  man- 
ner in  iroieb  Uiey  hare  aadreawd  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  with  an  uneqoirocal  assurance 
that  the  RepresentatiTes  of  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  have  much  interest  in  the  happiness  and 
prosperity  of  the  French  Republic. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  SMrrs  and  Mr. 
pAKsm,  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  die  Prisi- 
nBNT,  with  the  foregoing  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  the  amendatory  report  <^  the 
committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  report 
on  the  memorial  of  Ardiur  St.  Clair,  which  lay 
on  the  table,  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  w 
Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

A  aeesage  from  the  Senate  iafomMd  tte  Htmee, 
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that  the  Seaatt  Wve  passed  the  liiU,€Btitled  "  Ad 
act  Co  encoiuaee  U»e  renNiiling  «rnce,"  with  se- 
mndl  aisendmeatsj  to  vbkk  tbejr  4iaira  tlie  con- 
•unofce  of  this  Home. 

The  Home  praeeedcd  tooonaider  the  Aid  anMbd- 
mMita;  whereujpon, 

MetohBd,  That  this  Hoara  doth  agree  to  the 
amendraem  imposed  to  the  ftnit  seetioo,  and  doth 
wree  to  amendtoent  to  the  fourdi  section  of 
the  said  bill. 

The  SpBAKXB  laid  b^ore  the  Homt  a  Letter 
and  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaauiy, 
enekmng  the  copy  of  a  contract  made  with  the 
Bank  the  United  States,  transmitted  pursuant 
to  the  resolutitm  of  this  House  of  the  twenty-eighth 
oi'  Ftibrnary  last;  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  referred  to  the  Gommittee  of  the  Whole 
Hsuce  to  whom  is  committed  iha  bill  proriding 
fof  the  paymeat  of  the  aecoud  msttdnwut  due  on 
a  loan  aiade  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 


Satobday,  April  26. 

The  House  jwoceeded  to  the  hearing  on  the  trial 
«f  th«  contested  deotion  in  the  case  of  the  petition 
oif  Abram  TrigK,c(Hiiplaining  ofanundneelectira 
and  return  of  Fra.hoib  Prbston,  to  serve  as  a 
member  of  tkn  House  foe  the  State  of  Vii^inia ; 
whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  petitioner,  oa  his  prayer,  be 
adiuttedi  to  the  bar  of^  the  Hoiue,  to  be  heard  in 
the  support  of  the  allegations  of  his  petiticm. 

The  depositions  and  other  exhibite,  as  well  on 
behalf  of  the  petitioner,  as  of  the  sitting  member, 
being  partly  read,  am  Mjoammeirt  was  called  for) 
and  carried. 


Monday  April  28. 

.  AuuAHDBR  GiLLON,  from  South  Carolina,  ap- 
peared, produced  his  credentials,  and  took  his  seat. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  disagreed  to  the  biU,  entitled 
"An  act  to  suspend  the  importation  of  certain 
goods,  wares,  and  merchaBdisc." 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infeimed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  reeede  from  their  amendments  dis- 
wreed  to  by  this  House,  and  insisted  oa  by  the 
Scute,  10  ue  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  withia  the  United 
Stales^"  and  do  agree  to  the  aaid  ameodments, 
with  aa  amcndtoent  and  modifteaiion  of  ihs  same, 
agreeably  to  the  report  of  the  Jorat  C^aaittee  of 
Cwferraeti. 

The  House  proceeded  toccmsider  thesaid  asnend- 
ment  and  moaification ;  and,  the  same  being  reed, 
were  agreed  to. 

A  message  (rosa  the  Seiate  iaformcd  the  House, 
that  the  Sicnate  adhere  to  their -amen^meBt  di»- 
affreed  to  bv  this  House,  to  the  firstsectioii  of  the 
biU,  entitled  aet  to  encowage  the  reaiuiliiig 
semce." 

Th«  House  proceeded  to  tMaiAu  the  said  mes- 
sage. Whereupon, 

Jie§olt>ed,  That  a  ooofereftee  be  desired  vithth* 
Hwatit  Oft  the  sttloeoHMiitei  of  the  siawadiact 


adhered  to;  and  that  Mr.  Jsbbmiah  WAiwvean, 
Mr.  FiNDLEY,  and  Mr.  Macon,  be  «»peintedmui- 
eers  at  the  said  coaference  on  the  part  (tf  this 
House. 

The  House  agata  resolved  itself  iaw  a  Con- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  Ttukinf 
oevtain  alterations  in  die  a^  for  eetablishittg  the 
Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  aherii; 
the  time  of  holding  eertain  Conrtt}  and.  after  sone 
time  spent  theremi,  Ae  Cosamittw  ntt,  uA  n- 
ported  progress. 

OONTE«TBI>  ELBCTiON. 

The  House  resumed  Ae  hearing  on  the  trid  of 
tlie  contested  election  in  the  case  of  the  petitim 
Abbah  Tkiqg,  eomi^aining  of  an  undue  elec- 
tion and  return  of  Fbahcib  Prebton,  to  serve  >s 
a  member  of  this  House  for  the  State  of  Virginia. 

When  the  Clerk  had  finished  the  reading  of  the 
examination  of  witnesses  ia  the  case  of  Mt.Frks- 
TON,  that  mraiber  rose  to  enter  upon  a  re[^y.  He 
observed,  that  the  diicussioa  <tf  this  qusstioa  had 
been  so  loag  deferred  very  much  against  his  wish- 
es;  but  as  it  was  now  two  o'closk  in  the  aftenose, 
and  as  it  would  require  more  thsm  an  hour  for 
him  to  go  through  hu  rsmarhs,  he  shouU,  if 
atde  to  the  House,  defer  bcghining  them  m  te- 
merrow.  At  the  same  time,  xk  it  was  mote  a|^ 
able  (0  gentlemen,  he  should  enter  upon  the  m- 
jeci  just  now.  , 
After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  W.  8iHf%  ui 
Mr.  Tnieo,  it  was  deteiniMd  to  defn  the  hw- 
neas  till  Uymormw.  . 

After  some  eoavvrselion  on  the  Post  Offiee  bill, 
it  was  passed.  It  wm  agreed  to  appoua  a  Cmi- 
mitlee  of  Cfmfcrence  with  the  Seotfe,  «a 
agreeing  to  the  bill  for  the  support  of  the  preseai 
Military  EstablishmeDt. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  ofme 
Whole  House,  on  the  report  respecting  the  better 
regulation  of  the  Courts  of  Justice  in  some  of  the 
Southern  States. 

Mr.  8.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  stated  the  mcoe- 
veniences  that  arose  from  the  present  anan|»- 
ment  of  the  Courts  in  the  State  of  which  he  *« 
a  Representative.  It  was  at  one  period  <»  a 
requisite  to  travel  to  the  Eastern  shore  of  W 
Chesapeake,  and  hire  an  Attorney  ft>r  goiBf^  ^ 
that  dutauoe.   In  another  stage  of  the 
the  whole  faminess  was  tmnslenred  to  aa  o]ip«»e 
side  of  the  Bay.  Thisv  in  the  tml  of  cttm^ 
oases,  is  aMeisded  with  nutay  meoay^iaauK^J^ 
nMnCioned  aa  inalanee      a  cmplMim  of  * 
who  had  been  anmeheuded  for  snMiggl»«t^ 
while  they  were  coBdwitng  him  acrow  the  WT- 
to  his  trial,  he  seized  a  proper  t^po'™*!' ^3 
e*  out  of  th«  boat,  swam  arfiote,  aWat  be 
and  was  never  heard  of. 

Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Nichous, 
FiTzeiMONe,  and  several  other  members,  ^P°^ 
the  question.    Numerous  inconveniences 
stated,  as  arising  from  the  present  arrangemei"  " 
CourU  of  Law.  One  particular  circuiMU«e JJJ 
serve  as  a  speciAien.  In  some  places  of  t»e 
era  States,  a^  pacso»  mavj  for  a 
doUai^  be  put  t«  the  mnhla  aiul:e«veM»« 
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ing  tednrards  ma  ftM-vwrdif,  to  tbe  extent  adto- 
getlter  of  nine  Imndred  miles,  before  he  can  be 
sureof  obtsinitig  a  deeisioD.  It  was  sdmitled  that 
eonsideniUe  gncTanees  (tf  this  kind  existed,  bat 
to  point  out  an  eS^etual  mnttf  seemed  rery  dif- 
ficult. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMoitB  was  of  opinion  that  the  House 
should  endeavor  to  expedite  this  affinr,  if  possible, 
as  they  had  many  otiier  subjects  on  kand;  and  it 
they  did  not  onicken  their  process,  he  foresaw 
that,  at  the  end  irf  the  tesaion,  a  greftt  part  of  the 

SVm  business  vonld  remain  undone.  He  there- 
V  lecomtti ended  despstdi. 
The  Committee  Uien  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  had  lean  to  sit  again. 


Tuesday,  April  S9. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  conference  desired  bv 
this  Hovse,  on  tbe  subject-matter  t]ie  ameno- 
ment  disagreed  to'  by  this  Houi^  and  adhered  to 
iHf  the  Senate  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill  en- 
utled  "  An  act  to  enconr^  die  recruiting;  service^" 
an4  kave  i^ipointed  managers  at  the  said  confer- 
ence on  their  behali 

OOMTmTBD  BLBCTION. 

The  House  resumed  the  hearings  on  the  trial  of 
the  contested  election  in  the  case  of  the  petition 
of  Abram  Triocl  complaining  of  an  undue  Sec- 
tion and  return  of  Fhaivcis  Preston,  to  serve  as 
8  member  of  this  House  for  die  State  Vi^inia; 
and  the  observation^  in  writing,  of  die  petitioner, 
on  tbe  depositions  and  other  exhibits  in  the  said 
case,  beio^  read,  and  the  sitting  member  folly 
heard  in  his  defence,  the  parties  retired  from  the 
bar. 

The  Hoose  then'j>roceeded  to  a  decision  on  the 
«id  contested  election ;  and — 

Mr.  Trioo  and  Mr.  PitBrron  spoke,  each  of 
them,  for  some  time,  to  the  merits  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Scott  then  rose. — He  declared  that,  of  all 
the  questloBs  which  had  ever  come  before  that 
House,  the  present  was  to  him  the  most  wonder- 
M.  To  tell  us  that  aa  election  had  been  over- 
ruled  by  a  party  of  soldiers,  was  indeed  extraor- 
£iutry.  Upon  such  an  outrage,  it  was  most  aston- 
ishing that  the  whole  country  did  not  rise,  as  one 
man,  to  resent  and  panisfa  it.  But,  fbr  his  own 
put,  he  saw  the  matter  in  an  opposite  point  of 
riew.  He  eoidd  not,  for  his  soul,  iKscover  the 
nnalleat  pretence  to  set  aside  the  eleetion  of  Mr. 
Preston,  nor  coidd  he  comprehend  or  conceive 
upon  what  ground  so  strange  a  notion  had  been 
started.  As  for  Captain  Preston,  brother  to  the 
sitting  member,  witose  conduct  had  been  so  loudly 
excepted  against,  Mr.  B.  uid,  that  his  behavionr  at 
the  election  was  that  of  a  sage:  instead  of  die  fire 
of  yontn.  he  had  discovered  all  the  moderation 
that  cotdd  hare  been  expected  from  the  character 
of  a  philosopher.  As  to  the  introduction  of  sol- 
diers at  the  election,  he  saw  no  harm  in  it.  They 
had  a  right  to  be  there,  for  diejr  were  equally  en- 
titled with  other  American  citizens  to  give  tbeir 
rotes  in  the  choice  of  a  Repreeentative.  The 
quarrel  tfatft  ittcetedta  iras  aecldtnlal,  and  did 
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not  alfeert  the  question  befer«  tbe  Home.  Mr.  8. 

was  ready,  anci  had  It»ig  been  so,  to  give  his  niot 
for  dismissing  tbe  petition  of  Mr.  Tngg~  He  kad 
not  tbe  smallest  shadow  of  doubt  upon  the  matter. 

Mr.  Maoon  was  of  tbe  same  opinion.  It  hnd 
been  asserted  that  in  this  case  tbB  law*  of  Yir- 
einia  had  been  violated.  He  would  be  glad  to 
nam  what  law. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  considered  it  as  a  very  clear 
point  that  the  election  was  not  a  fair  one,  beeanse 
It  was  evident  that  the  petitio&er  had  not  enjoyed 
an  equally  lair  ohanee  with  the  sitting  member. 
It  was  tnie,  that  some  facts  in  the  petition  had 
not  been  com^etely  substantiated,  but  many  hnd. 
The  Hooae  hnd  been  told  that  hearsay  CestUnony 
was  unworthv  of  attention:  but  be  inshed  to  n- 
mind  them  that  they  were  not,  like  a  Court  of 
Law,  restricted  to  proceed  upon  regular  proof, 
and  not  to  go  beycwd  the  letter  of  it.  They  were 
enttded  to  hear  and  weigh  everything  adraneed, 
and  to*form  dieir  <^Hoion  from  ihe  general  con- 
viction arising  upon  the  wh<de  circumstanees. 
Some  facts  ef  the  most  unwarrantable  kind  had 
come  ont.  Three  of  Oa^ln  Preston's  soldiers 
guarded  the  door  of  tbe  Court-house  where  the 
election  was  held.  When  a  person,  since  ex- 
amined as  an  evidence,  wanted  to  go  In,  they 
Hopped  htm  with  this  question— ^  Are  jrott  to  vole 
for  Trigg?"  Upon  answering  yes,  they  rei^Hed. 
*'By  Jesus,  then,  you  shall  not:"  and  though  he 
was  fifty-eight  years  of  age,  two  of  them  kidht^d 
upon  him  and  east  him  to  the  sronndj  when  be 
got  op  again,  he  went  off.  Mr.  8.  snld  dlat  Hiete 
was  a  clear  eollasion  between  Captain  Preston 
and  tbe  soldiery. 

[Here  Mr.  Pnem-on  interrupted  Mr.  Smith,  1^ 
declaring  that  there  was  no  soeh  thing  m  the 
evidence.] 

Mr.  8.  affiimed  that  there  was.  [The  Clerk 
was  then  dtreoted  to  read  part  of  the  examination 
of  the  vritaesses,  when  the  partienlars  above' stated 
appeared  in  the  proof,]  and  Mr.  S.  insisted  that 
they  contained  a  demonstration  of  eotlusive  mea- 
sures between  the  sttting  member,  his  brother 
Cantain  Preston  and  tbe  military.  It  was  objected 
to  Mr.  8.,  on  the  part  of  thtf  sMdiers,  that  thnr 
had  only  said  thw  eoM,  not  that  they  wmU 
knoek  down  Mr.  Ttia^  voter.  But  Mr.  B.  con- 
sidered this  critical  minotien  as  mtente  and  trf- 
fting,  from  the  lips  of  at  soldier  in  lienor.  He  tfd 
not  understand  its  accuracy,  and  he  imagined  that 
his  own  nerves  most  hnve  been  as  muen  aAeted 
by  the  cosM  as  by  the  woiiM.  Many^  of  the  coun- 
try peojrie  had  expressed  much  dissatisfiiMiott  with 
ttie  soldiers.  It  was  proved  that  when  the  fray 
began,  Captain  Preston  had  wished  to  have  twenty 
of  his  soldiers  there ;  and  this  hint  was  no  -sooaer 
given  than  a  person  ran  off,  and  immedintely  re- 
tnmed  with  a  party  of  then. 

Mr.  SmnKTRNB  was  for  stip^ortiw  the  sitting 
member.  He  widwd  that  the  time  <h  die  House 
might  not  be  squandered  in  an  usriess  display 
eloquence;  it  was,  to  be  sure,  very  i^reeaUe  to 
the  speaker  himself,  but  at  the  same  time  very 
ngai  to  his  tadienee. 
eieA  nw  i^abi  >c»ikfei  to  rad  sflaae 
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MsMg^  in  Uh  proof^  as  fiu  u  dtay^  cMpaoted  the 
belwTiour  of  Captaio  Preston.] 

Mr.  W.  Smith  then  n»e  a  seewd  time.  As  a 
member  of  the  Committee  that  had  been  choseu 
upon  this  subject,  he  was  entitled  to  Tindicate 
t£dr  report,  of  which  he  read  some  extracts  ver^ 
onfiiTorahle  to  the  behariour  of  the  soldiers.  Mr. 
S.  observed  that  Mr.  Pbeston,  in  bis  defence,  had 
been  extremely  proftise  of  his  censure  on  the  Com- 
mittee, for  doing  whai  they  considered  to  be  their 
duty.  Mr.  3.,  referring  to  the  obserrations  of  Mr. 
Sbbbbornb,  said  that  be  was  perfectly  in  order 
for  defending  the  report  of  the  Committee,  be- 
cause it  was  justifiea  by  the  facu.  Though  the 
quarrel  between  the  soldiers  and  tbe  country  peo- 
ple did  not  happen  till  after  the  poll,  yet  stfll  it 
arose  from  bad  oiood  before  the  poll  be|;an,  and 
therefore  a  reference  to  it  was  strictly  in  order. 
Mr.  Smitr  said,  that  it  was  no  part  of  his  inten- 
tion to  iajure  the  character  of  Captain  Preetoo. 
irbo,  when  the  tomnlt  b^an,  took  off  hik  sword 
aad  ifKre  it  to  some  person  to  hold.  For  this 
moderation  Captain  Preston  deaerred  credit  But 
■till  Mr.  S.  considered  himself  as  jtistified  in  op- 
posing the  election,  since  it  was  not  conducted 
with  that  &irne8B,  that  r^^rity,  and  that  et^ual- 
itr  of  chance^  requisite  upon  Republican  princi- 
ples. He  read  a  quotation  from  Stadutone,  as  to 
electitms:  '*  Violent  interpositim !"  says  that  wri- 
ter; "what  is  it,  but  to  cut  Government  up  by  the 
roots,  and  poison  the  foundation  of  public  secu- 
rity?" He  dwelt  at  some  lengih  ou  tai^  idea,  aod 
on  the  peculiar  impropriety  of  military  interposi- 
tion. He  said  Mr.  Preston  had  only  a  majority 
of  ten  votes;  and  when  the  circumstance  oi  sixty 
or  seventy  soldiers  driving  off  the  voters  of  Mr. 
Trigg  was  opposed  to  such  a  narrow  majority, 
eonuT anybody  call  this  transaction  legal? 

[At  me  words  "ten  votes,"  Mr.  8.  was  twice 
iatermpted;  first  by  Mr.  Macon,  and  next  by  Mr. 
8.  SBiiTB.Qf  Maryland;  but  he  persisted  in  his 
assertion.'] 

He  haa  stated  facts:  the  premises  were  obvious. 
Shall  the  House  suffer  an  officer,  the  brother  of  a 
candidate,  to  seize  the  door  of  a  Court-house,  ani 
turn  away  the  voters  against  his  brother?  It  had 
boen  said  that  it  was  customary,  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  for  a  candidate  to  collect  bis  friends, 
aad  block  up  doors;  bat  surely  it  was  a  very  im- 
pcoper  custom.  The  sitting  member  had  said,  that 
if  his  brother  made  aoy  wrong  step  he  should  have 
hem  prosecuted  in  a  Court  of  Law.  Mr.  S.  did 
not  mean  to  say  that  Captain  Preston  had  com- 
mittad  any  oflenee  worthy  of  that.  He  did  not 
pcidiaps  imagine  that  he  was  doiag  any  wrong  at 
alL  It  had  been  asked— Was  it  possible  that  nxty 
or  seventy  unarmed  soldiers  could  overawe  two  or 
thne  hundred  people?  He  thought  it  possible. 

Mr.  S.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  deieoded  Mr.  Pess- 
TON.  He  said,  that  in  forming  an  imj[iartial  judg- 
ment upon  this  question,  various  circumstances 
must  be  taken  into  coosideration,  besides  the  tacts 
in  evidence  before  the  House.  In  elections  io  the 
Kastera  States,  eitizeus  met  in  small  bodies, 
and  they  conducted  the  business  with  that  order 
and  deoaoey  whioh  becu^e  Uw  uue  Rspablicu 


character.  Butjtwasthanisfortiueof  theSootk- 
em  States,  that  their  citizens  assembled  in  lsi|e 
bodies;  the  Electors  of  a  county  meet  all  togeikti, 
before  the  Sherifi^  and  give  their  votes  at  tht  um 
time.  Hence  it  appears,  that  an  electiMi  in  tht 
Southern  States  is  nothing  but  a  nursery  of  »■ 
perlative  misehiefc  Ha  siud  that  h«  was  ioik- 
what  surprised  at  hearing  another  monber  [Ux. 
W.  Smith]  enoress  so  much  reMatmait  at  h 
electitm  riot.  The  gentleman  had  aecesk  to  tlu 
history  of  a  certain  election,  where  the  very  Cbt- 
cellor  of  a  Court  of  Justice  bred  a  riot  in  ai*  sm 
Court,  for  the  express  purpose  of  serving  his  psm. 
Much  had  been  said  about  the  oiormity  of  kiaoci- 
ing  down  a  Justice  of  the  Peace;  and  in  then- 
port  of  the  afiair,  it  was  stated  as  if  the  Ms^ 
trate  had  been  at  the  Court-house  in  his  offieiii 
capacity.  Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  in  this  part  of  ii 
the  report  is  not  fair.  The  Justice  of  the  Pssci 
was  not  there  in  his  c^cial  capacity.  He  wis 
fhere  drunk,  sir;  and  he  gave,  the  first  blow,  nr. 
to  the  man  irho  knocked  him  down.  Mr.  S.  hsd. 
by  the  first  accounts  of  this  election,  been  rer; 
much  prejudiced  against  the  election  of  the  sil- 
ting member;  but  when  he  came  to  exaiaist 
closely  into  the  subject,  he  declared  that  he  bad 
never  known  an  election  in  the  Southern  Sista 
where  there  was  so  little  mischief.  He  was  unr. 
for  the  honor  of  his  part  of  the  country,  to  p\t 
this  account  of  it  to  the  Eastern  members,  but  ia 
point  of  common  justice  to  Mr.  Fbkstom,  the; 
ou^ht  to  be  informed  that  a  Southern  electiosu 

Suite  a  diflerent  sort  of  transaction  from  one  « 
leirs. 

In  the  evidence  before  the  House,  it  had  been 
stated  that  one  person  was  seen  at  the  Coaii- 
house  with  a  cliib  under  his  coat.  But,  sir,  said 
Mr.  S.,  I  suppose  that  five  hundred  of  my  coo- 
stituents  had  clubs  under  their  coats:  so  that  u 
this  be  sufficieiU  for  puttin^^  an  end  to  an  eleetioo. 
the  Committee  may  begu  by  dissolving  mae. 
If  the  Committee  are  to  break  up  every  electn» 
where  perscms  were  seen  drunk,  they  wiU  have  a 
great  deal  of  work  upon  hand,  sir.  la  what  wsj 
were  elections  for  Southern  members  carried  on 
A  man  of  influence  came  to  the  place  of  eleetioo 
at  the  head  of  two  or  three  hundred  of  his  bieniii 
and  to  be  sure  they  would  not,  if  they  could  help 
it,  sufler  anybody  on  the  other  side  to  give  a  vole, 
as  long  as  they  were  there.  It  was  ceriaiwjr* 
very  bad  custom,  aod  must  very  much  sarpnsc 
an  Kastern  member;  but  it  was  the  custom,  sua 
perfectly  known  to  be  so;  and  therefore  «  «» 
very  iiyorious  to  hold  tap  the  conduct  of  Capuu 
Preston  as  a  pretence  tot  dissolving  the  electi»- 
The  behaviour  of  that  young  gentlemaiL  w 
insulted,  had  been  exemplary.  In  the  mid^  <»  ■ 
riotous  mob  he  gave  away  his  sworiL  »»»  "J 
might  do  no  mischief  in  that  way.  "his  *«? 
great  instance  of  moderation  and  presence  "  ""T: 
The  aspersions  cast  upon  the  character  ot  tu 
officer  Mr.  S.  regarded  as  highly  unjust,  and  ut^ 
might,  if  not  properly  taken  notice  of,  be  c*''*^. 
ly  injurious  to  bis  hopes  of  advaocing  w  '^f*l| 
vice.  Captain  Preston  had  gone  to  the 
house  as  a  private eitizonf  awl  he  hadarigm 
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be  then.  Ai  to  die  himmm  of  the  soldim,  that 
they  could  knock  down  oae  (tf  Colonel  Trigg's 
TO«cr%  4hiB  VM  Teny  different  from  asserting  uiat 
UwT  would  do  it  Werea  man  to  have  come  up 
to  8.,  in  the  street,  and  «]r,  "I  mil  knock  you 
down,  sir,"  Mr.  S.  would  be  for  striking  that  man ; 
bat  weve  he  only  to  say,  "I  can  knock  you  down, 
air,"  the  ezpeasion  would  be  ouite  dilkrent  But, 
M  to  the  aflmy  that  fell  out  after  the  election  was 
o¥er,  Mr.  S.  asKorted  tlMt,  if  the  sddiers  Iwd  kill- 
ed all  the  eoimuy  pet^e,  or  the  country  peo|^ 
had  killed  all  the  at^diers,  this  had  notbiog  to  do 
with  the  meriu  of  the  electirai  itself.  And  as  to 
this  quarrel,  few  young  men  had  the  temper  of 
this  jonng  t^cer,  [Captain  Preston,]  in  ordering 
off  his  soldiers}  so  that  instead  of  the  censure  of 
that  Houae,  he  deserved  their  praise.  At  his  age, 
Mr.  S.  would  not  have  ordered  his  men  off;  and 
as  to  the  censure  m  the  military,  inserted  in  the 
report,  he  ^  dim  agree  with  it.  It  would  be  a 
Tery  fine  reason,  toM  sure,  to  vacate  a  seat  in 
that  House,  because  tne  <^  Ae  fiteetors  had  been 
seen  with  a  elnb  under  his  eoati  Mr.  8.  was  sorry 
to  give  nieb  a  descriptioa  to  die  Eaitem  mem- 
bers, of  the  manners  of  his  country;  bat  he  did 
M,  that  he  might  hinder  them  from  being  hurt  at 
the  ftcts  briMght  forward  in  the  evidence.  He 
concluded,  by  reminding  these  members  that  it 
would  be  ridionlons  to  measure  one  thing  by  an- 
other, which  was  perfecUy  opponte,  or  to  of 
a  Southtn  by  the  eurtoms  of  an  Eaatem  elec- 
ticm. 

Mr.  Clabk  said,  thu  three  days  had  now  been 
went  upon  this  business.  Long  speeches  did  not 
alter  the  way  in  which  members  were  to  give 
their  votes,  and  thejr  were  therefore  nothing  but 
a.  loss     time ;  he  wished  for  the  question. 

Mr.MAcoM  said  that  there  was  no  kw  to  hinder 
the  militia  from  attending  Sections. 

Mr.  ChixoHspoka  for  a  few  minutes.  He  saw  no 
te«Mm  why  another  member  [Mr.  W.  Smitb,  of 
8.  C]  should  be  so  much  hurt  1^  the  circumMtnee 
c£  an  election  riot.  Referring  to  the  speech  of 
Mr.  8.  Smitb,  he  observed,  t&t  there  was  a  riot 
at  the  gcntleawu's  own  election,  and  in  his  own 
fiiTor;  and  still  worse,  this  riot  was  in  a  Church: 
the  riot  was  raised  by  a  Magistrate,  who,  with  his 
own  band,  dragged  one  of  ue  oppoute  party  out 
tii  the  Church.  And  if  you  want  evidence  of  all 
this,  said  3dr.  Ouxon,  I  myself  was  mesent,  and 
can  be  a  witness.  ■  Mr.  G.  saw,  therefore,  no  rea- 
son why  there  should  be  such  a  noise  about  this 
election  in  particalar,  whm  others  were  just  as 
bad,  or  a  great  deal  worse.  The  member  [Mr. 
Prmton]  wa»didy  qualified  to  hold  his  seat,  and 
Mr.  G.  hoped  that  he  would  hold  it. 

Mr.  8anewicK,  Mr.Nioaoi^8,  Mr.LTHAN,  Mr. 
Lbs,  and  some  other  mnnbers  also  spoke;  but  it 
is  not  necessary  to  go  into  further  detaiL  The 
question  was  at  last  called  for.  Mr.  Ambs  pro* 
posed  that  the  yeas  and  nays  shoidd  be  taken,  out 
this  was  not  dcme. 

The  petition  of  Mr.  Trigg,  and  the  report  of 
the  Committee  upon  it,  were  rejected,  wiUtout  a 
division. 

And  the  Howse  a^yuwaed. 
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Mr.  Clark,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wa» 
referred  the  petition  of  die  inhabitante  of  Post  St.' 
Vincennes,  communicated  by  a  written  Message 
from  the  Phbsident  op  trb  United  States,  of 
the  iUVeenth  instant,  made  a  report,  which  was 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Couunit- 
tee  of  the  "Whine  House  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  or  what, 
further  revenues  are  necessary,  to  report  the  ways 
and  means  j  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

INDEMNITY  FOR  SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr.  GooDBin  laid  on  the  taUe  the  foUowii^ 

resolution : 

"  WhmvM,  it  is  a  primsiy  objeet  fai  dis  wtahMJinwrt 
of  Crrii  Government,  to  protect  ^  persons  and  pro* 
perty  of  its  citiiens  frnn  the  viidenofl  of  nstious  ss  wsU 
as  individoals ;  and  whenaa  many  of  the  dtiseus  of  the 
United  States  hsva  sufieied  grest^lossee,  by  spdjaticm 
made  on  tbor  eomneree,  under  the  authni^  oi  Cheat 
Britain,  in  viofartsn  of  the  Law  ef  Natkms  fod  dM 
rights  irfnenlnlify  i 

*'BMaiM,bytheSenaU  and  Hou»e  ^  Repreamtm 
ftses  of  the  JMiitd  Stata  of  Amerieot  sx  Cimgrttt 
OMemSiedy  That  the  United  Stales  will  auaiantee  an 
iadenmification  to  all  audi  citizens  of  the  United  StateSi 
whose  property  may  have  been  ca{>tured  and  confiscated 
under  the  authtm^  of  Great  Britain,  in  riolstiaii  of  the 
Law  of  Nations  and  the  rights  of  neutrality." 

At  the  same  time,  Mr.  Goodude  observed,  that 
as  the  session  was  drawing  towards  a  close,  it  be- 
hoved Congress  to  take  the  subject  of  the  spolia- 
tions made  on  our  commerce  into  consideration, 
and  quiet  the  mercantile  interest  of  this  country, 
by  assurances  that  indemnificatimi  should  be  made 
for  the  immense  losses  they  had  sustained  by 
tish  spoliation,  to  which,  upon  every  principle  ef 
justice  as  well  as  policy,  they  were  entided.  He 
had  specified  no  fund  from  which  the  indemnifi- 
cation should  be  made,  as  he  conceived  we  should 
be  better  pcepared  to  do  that  when  the  resoh  of 
the  iutooded  negotiation  was  known,  than  we  Wfn 
at  present.  He  then  moved  that  this  resolutiiHi 
be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  Sedowick  wished  that  the  subject  might 
be  treated  in  the  abstract  without  any  refflcence 
to  collateral  questicMis.  He  had  not  formed  his 
mind  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  NiouoLAs  thought  that  the  motion  should 
be  referred,  not  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  but  to  the  committee  that  had  already  a 
motion  of  this  kind  before  them,  and  likewise  pe- 
titions on  the  same  subject  from  various  parts  of 
the  Union.  He  did  not  wi^  to  ffO  into  the  sub- 
ject, till  he  knew  the  senUmenu  or  the  acDtlman 
[Mr.  SBiMWicKl  <n  the  mode  of  refonoing  to  Go- 
vernment, which  was  not  to  undertake  so  great  a 
task  without  a  view  to  retribution.  [Mr.  N.  seep- 
ed here  to  refer  to  the  scheme  of  forcing  Britain 
to  refund.}  If  we  engaged  to  pay  these  Tosses,  re- 
ferred to  in  the  resolution  upon  the  table,  it  was 
pioper  at  the  same  time  to  seewre  a  fund  Sat  the 
disdHurge  of.them.  U  wu^  u#  doubt,  a.very  hoB- 
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orable  idea  to  reftmd  t9  the  eitizeas  of  America 
the  lo8H>  BVtitaiMd  in  trading  uoder  her  pcocec- 
tlpo;  but  tlie  jirineipte  bud  down  in  the  pramfete 
to  the  rew^nUOB,  extended  very  lor.  Br  the  laiwe 
doctrine^  we  should  be  bound  to  repay  tbe  dainage 
ecMUoitted  by  the  Algeiioes,  and  by  the  Indians 
on  the  Western  frtmtierf.  Was  the  gentleman 
[fiAi.  SsnowicK]  prepared  to  vote  for  making  up 
the  losses  of  tbe  ianners  in  the  beck  settleeaenu, 
forall  the  murders  committed  od  their  settlements 
for  a  series  of  years  past  1  That  gentleman  bad 
been  alwnys  opposed  to  retaliation,  aod  Mr.  N. 
could  not  ooBsent  to  diseuss  the  one  res<^tion, 
unless  he  was  assured  that  he  was  to  be  supported 
by  the  other. 

'  Mb.  Sebowick  said,  as  to  the  present  resolution, 
he  had  nerer  heard  of  it  till  this  morning,  and  so 
Jie  OQold  not  speak  to  it.  He  was  perfectly  con- 
vineed  of  the  propriety  of  diacussistf  the  resoMtioD 
&m  indMufieatioo,  ud^wdently  of  »ny  other 

^UCStiMb 

JAr.-8MiL»  Msiated  that  the  readiMiott  i.ust  Dov 
laid  iipoa  tbe  taUe  should  be  oeoneetea  with  a 
wcMM,  for  securing  iodemnificatioD  to  the  Ancii- 

ean  CrovernmeDt.  By  this  he  tefiamd  to  tbe 
setieme  of  retaliatiDg  «n  Britain. 

Some  other  members  spoke  a  few  words ;  and 
Mr.  MADteoN  had  then  risen  on  this  motion,  riz: 
for  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  reso- 
lution of  Mr.  Qoooiu;e,  but  he  was  informed,  by 
the  SpBABjiRi  that  it  had  been  just  then  with- 
drawn. 

rORTIFIGATIONfi. 

The  Rouse  raaohred  itsdf  into  a  Committee  of 
iHa  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sopplementary  to 
"An  act  to  nroride  for  the  defence  of  eertain 
potts  and  haiWs  in  the  United  States." 

The  Glbric  read  a  memorial  from  Annapolis, 
and 

Mr.  BoDRNB  moved  that  the  Committee  rise 
and  repwt  the  bill- 
Mr.  HiLLBOtreB  objected  to  this  motion. 
Mr.  FrrzstHOiis  thought  it  proper  to  tortify 
Annapolis ;  the  expense  was  but  a  mere  trifle.  As 
to  the  Senate  baviiig  formerly  rejected  this  pro- 
^mI,  that  r^ection  had  not  any  weight  with 

Mr.  Mmkat  said,  that  the  g«ntleman[Mr.HiLt^ 
rodsb]  eoold  not  have  heard  the  memorial  from 
Annapwis,  or  he  belicTed  that  he  wovld  not  have 
mnsetf  the  hilL.  1^  meaoorial  stated  a  nombei 
«  Acts,  which  aroae  ftom  tbe  peculiar  eircom- 
staneea  of  AnBwoIis.  Whoerer  would  attend  to 
ahoatkm  «  that  city,  woold  see  that  there 
were  reasoaa  existing  ion  its  defence  wfaioh  par- 
tfcutaiW  api^ied.  It  was  situaied  near  the  month 
of  tbe  SoTem,  and  about  the  centre  of  the  State- 
near  ibie  bay,  and  quite  exposed  to  an  en«ny. 
Tbnt  it  woald  be  easily  foittfed,  was  proved  by 
the  experience  of  Ute  last  war,  when  a  fortification 
not  ooljr  defended  the  city,  but  gave  ooi^dence  to 
the  navigation  of  the  Chesapeake.  At  that  time, 
the  onlf  fortified  place  in  Maryland  was  the  town 
of  Baltimore,  which,  as  being  situated  neat  the 
extreme  paru  of  the  bay,  could  not  harefoniibad 


aplaeeofnfageftvbaV'OnAirlMBparsaa).  Tk 
bay  was  often  infestaa  with  pritMeevs  ftdd  gn- 
boats;  and  had  it  not  faecAa  wt  thefintiftiatkaof 
Annapolis,  which  was  ooOTenient  to  the 
tion,  many  vessels  would  not  have  ventuMoniof 
harbor.  AH  the  experience  of  the  last  war  shovH 
tbe  propriety  of  again  forti^ing  tint  btfrbor.  V 
that  were  done,  the  city  wottid  not  oalybe  leeve 
but  a  confidence  wonra  be  |>iven  to  die  navimtm 
of  the  Chesapeake;  and  this  bay  is  teally  a  Medi- 
terranean on  a  smaller  scale.  Mr.  M.  saM,  thit  ht 
believed  he  did  not  overealcnIaM  the  BHvigatin 
of  that  bay  by  saying,  that  one  side  of  it — the  Eu(- 
wn  6Aor&— bad  as  many  watef^ing  mea  em- 
ployed, in  proportion  to  the  whole  number  of  the 
inhabitants,  as  any  ^rt  of  tbe  Union.  ABnapob, 
besides  g^iving  ooeasitm^  ^otectkia  to  vessels,  wb 
tbe  capital  of  the  State.  As  such,  it  was 
depository  of  the  Treaswy  of  Maryfaori,  of 
reeords,  in  which  the  ririitaand  titrntelaadafi 
great  portion  of  its  infaalntants  were  deeply  ii- 
volved,  and  it  vras  the  Seat  of  Oovernmeat.  Tto 
leave  itdefeDceles9,vrastooo«Dmit  the  peace, 
and  interests  of  the  State  to  accident,  and  ernt- 
nally  to  the  cfHiAision  which  woatd  ensoe  fromu 
attack  on  those  objects  of  pnblic  care  and  attniiei- 
These  considerations  did  not,  he  thought,  appty  to 
any  other  of  the  pcHts  which  had  been  struck  oat 
in  the  Senate,  amcmg  which  Annapolis  fcIL  inik 
others  of  small  commercial  character.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  wishee  tA  his  cenetitoartB,  uxl « 
the  citizens  of  Maryland  in  general,  were  veiT 
much  excited  in  favor  of  this  measure;  an^  M 
tivtted  that  those  who  saw  the  peciritar  sitislia 
and  aharaeter  ot  the  oity,  would  immediately  p** 
eeive  that  there  were  a  number  of  strikiBg  coa- 
sideradons  that  ap^ied  in  &v«r  ef  its  deAaWi 
which  did  not  so  ftreiMy  apply  lo  the  ether  NuU 
ports  which  bad  been  omitted. 

Mr.  Heath  did  not  rise  to  cootnwert  the  re* 
marlcsftf  Mr.  MonBAY,hiit  he  wuted other lowu 
to  be  eoraprehended  in  the  MIL-  He  piopOMd  as 
amendment. 

The  Committee  agreed  to  this  bill  br  ■  j^T 
majority,  and  without  aMcadmeat.  l^Tp"** 
mittee  then  rose,  and  the  Chmrmnn  leporin  P*- 
gress. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  next  moved,  as  an  ameateajj 
that  riie  PsEaiMirr  should  be  aothmned  to  w 
any  other  places  that  be  theiKht  fnmiy  totK 
number  of  ports  and  barben  to  be  fiirtined. 

Mr.  B.  SMn-n  eoMiderad  the  amendAcnt  u 
wncceMary ;  «ad,  after  a  short  Mnvtrmttoa,  ti 
was  withdrawn. 

The  faai  was  then  orderal  to  he  eqp««^  ^' 
third  reading. 

Thursday,  May  I. 
An  eiwroseed  bill, supplemeataiy  to " 
provide  lor  tbe  defence  of  certain  ports 
twrs  in  the  United  Sutes,"  was  read  the  tW" 
time,  and  passed. 

PUBLIC  CREWT. 
The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  aCd*' 
mittee  of  the  Whole  How  «•  the -Kport  efiv 
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committee  appointed  to  mqoire  whether  any,  or 
what,  farther  or  other  revenues  are  necessary  for 
the  support  of  pnUie  credit;  and,  if  further  rere- 
nnes  are  necessary,  to  report  the  ways  and  means. 

Two  resotutions  were  read :  the .  first  was,  that 
five  catts  per  hundred  ddlars  be  laid  on  every 
transference  of  stocks  in  the  puhlic  funds ;  and  the 
sectnd,  that  fire  cents  per  hundred  dollars  be  laid 
on  die  transference  of  stock  in  any  of  the  other 
Banks  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  that  if  this  tax  seemed  too 
light,  it  was  to  be  remembered  that  transferences 
were  frequent. 

Mr.  Hunter,  of  South  Carolina,  had  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  same  kind  in  his  hand,  hut  when  hear- 
ing the  others  read,  he  preferred  them  to  his  own. 

Mr.  Ames,  in  a  speech  of  some  length,  enlarged 
on  the  state  of  Public  Credit,  and  tne  propriety 
and  necessity  of  its  being  supported  by  QoTem- 
ment,  since  it  bad  once  been  adopted.  This  tax 
on  the  transference  of  the  Public  Funds  tended 
to  mjtnre  it,  by  anking  their  Taloe.  When  we 
next  want  to  borrow,  and  shall  go  to  market,  the 
lenders  will  rise  proportionably  m  their  demands, 
and  refuse  a  loan  on  the  terms  which  they  before 
accepted.  Hence  we  shall  lose,  instead  of  gaining 
by  it.  Let  gentlemen  reflect  on  the  consequences 
Of  unsettling  all  ideas  of  property,  which  must  be 
the  result  of  this  proceeding.  He  was  not  one  of 
those  who  despised  the  Funding  System  because 
it  was  unpopular,  for  it  was  the  property  of  a  Re- 

giblic  to  set  rignt  above  power.  The  Funding 
ystem  had  of  late  become  a  favorite  topic  oT 
newspaper  eloquence.  As  parties  were  insepara- 
ble from  the  nature  of  a  popTilar  Government,  so 
this  subject  had  been  employed  as  an  engine  to 
render  that  of  America  an  object  of  contempt  and 
ifahonence.  It  had  been  loudly  said,  that  the  Re- 
presentatives in  Congress  from  one  of  the  New 
E^and  States  had  immense  property  in  the  Pub- 
lie  Fiuds,  when,  in  foet.  their  whole  mcome  from 
ttiat  source  was  not  sufficient  for  buying  oats  for 
their  horses.  To  sar,  therefore,  that  they  were 
uder  influence  in  their  political  conduct  from 
such  motives,  was  the  merest  bagatelle  that  can 
be  eoneeired ;  and  the  groundless  jealousy  that  it 
has  excited  may  be  considered  as  a  very  strong 
counter-balance  to  the  interest  of  those  members 
who  were  the  objects  of  suspicion.  People  dream 
that  Congress  are  voting  money  into  tneir  own 
pockets.  The  propu;ation  of  this  idea  promotes 
the  dirty  purposes  otslander,  abuse,  and  falsehood. 
By  such  unworthy  meausj  the  blossoms  of  public 
nnifidenee  in  Gmvernment  are  mildewed  and 
Uasted.  This  is  more  espeeialljr  the  case  in  the 
SouUiern  States;  and  thit-  dissatis&etion  offers  2fi 
tpology  ibr  taking  notice,  in  this  House,  of  the 
tbaae  of  nempapers.  In  the  United  States,  taxa^ 
tion  of  the  PuUie  Funds  is  nothing  more  or  less 
than  the  debtor  taxing  the  creditor ;  and  so  anes- 
tionable  an  expedient  will  recoil  with  tenfold  loree 
00  the  credit  «f  Government  itself.  The  progress 
of  this  measure  would  degrade  the  Public  Debt 
into  a  paper  rag.  It  had  been  complained  of  in 
Uiis  country,  that  foreigners  had  too  ^eat  a  share 
U  the  Fonds,  and  Mr.  A.  was  of  opmion  that  it 
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would  be  better  if  the  money  were  all  owing  to 
American  citizens.  But,  while  things  are  in  their 
present  state,  this  tax  would  enable  such  foreigners 
to  buy  more  debt  out  of  the  country  and  send  less 
money  into  it  in  place  of  the  debt.  Public  Debt 
is  a  ground  which  cannot  be  trod  with  impunity. 
We  may  soon,  on  such  a  precedent,  go  still  greater 
lengths ;  a  few  events  may  force  us  to  apply  to 
the  moneyed  men,  and  then  will  be  seen  &nu  felt 
the  miserable  termination  of  this  policy- 
Mr.  Clare  said,  that  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Ahes] 
had  made  a  long  speech  with  respect  to  newspa- 
pers. What  was  his  meaning,  or  what  he  referred 
to,  Mr.  C.  could  not  tell ;  but  he  supposed  that  the 
gentleman  had  an  intention  of  publishing  his 
speech  in  answer  to  these  newspapers.  It  was  to 
he  hoped  that  he  would  make  it  so  that  it  could 
be  understood.  If  it  contained  arguments,  they 
were  above  his  reach,  and  there  he  should  leave 
it.  He  closed  with  speaking  a  few  words  on  a 
proposal  for  taxing  bonds. 

Mr.  Ltman  observed  that,  notwithstanding  there 
were  many  objections  against  this  part  of  the 
stamp  duty,  he  was  willing,  if  the  whole  report  of 
the  select  committee  was  embraced,  and  the  doc- 
trine of  stamps  iotrodoced.  that  the  item  now  be- 
fore the  Committee  should  be  blended' with  the 
others;  but  he  had  many  doubts  in  his  mind 
against  the  expediency  of  resorting  to  that  source 
of  revenue  at  this  time,  and  ho];>ed  that  other  more 
convenient  sources  might  be  found. 

Mr.  Bqddinot  had  no  doubt  of  the  right  of  Go- 
vernment to  lay  the  proposed  tax  of  five  cents  per 
hundred  dollars  on  the  transference  of  public  fimds. 
He  saw  no  reason  why  that  kind  of  property 
should  be  exempted  from  the  right  exercised  of 
taxing  other  property.  So  far  as  the  moral  prin- 
ciple went,  he  was  satisfied ;  and  he  had  yesterday, 
on  first  hearing  of  this  scheme,  resolved  to  supped 
it.  But,  in  imposing  taxes,  we  must  consult  not 
only  morality  but  expediency ;  and  here  he  had 
numerous  objections  to  the  resolution  in  its  pre- 
sent shape,  ne  wished  to  make  it  a  stamp  on 
every  transference,  without  regarding  the  sum,  be- 
cause when  it  came  to  be  a  considerable  sum,  such 
as  a  thousand  dollars,  the  duty  would  not  be  paid. 
The  duty  of  five  cenu  amounts,  on  a  thousand 
dollars,  only  to  half  a  dollar.  He  wished  to  make 
no  distinction  by  specifying  the  transferences  of 
Public  Funds,  but  just  to  make  it,  at  once,  upon 
all  transferences  of  money.  Bv  this  reserve  in 
expressing  the  intention  of  the  clausesj  the  House 
would  avoid  giving  any  alarm  to  pubhc  creditor^ 
and  the  matter  would  pass  with  little  or  no  notice. 
But  if  the  clause  stood  alone,  in  this  marked  my, 
the  report  might  reach  Europe  that  Ameriean 
funds  were  to  be  taxed,  and  the  very  sound  of  such 
a  measure  might  do  os'more  mischief  than  the  oIh 
iect  was  worth.  Mr.  B.  stated  an  error  adopted 
in  the  old  Governments  of  Europe  as  to  taxing 
public  funds.  They  had  been  taxed  specifically 
under  that  title,  which  sunk  their  value.  But  a 
tax  should  have  been  contrived  for  property  in 
general;  that  would  have  comprehended  them 
without  pointing  them  out  in  particular,  which 
always  sunk  their  value.  Returning  to  the  ques- 
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ticm  before  the  Home,  he  fontold  with  confidenefll 
that,  if  the  tax  were  impoeed  without  any  rdeM 
euee  to  the  sum  traDsferred,  there  would  be  fifteen 
or  twenty  bonds,  if  the  duty  was  moderate,  for  onei 
upon  the  present  plan,  by  which  twenty  shifts 
would  be  made 'before  a  bond  would  be  employed. 
At  the  same  time,  he  ures  satisfied  that  the  rwht 
of  Congress  was  eoual  to  the  taxation  of  puwc 
funds,  as  well  as  or  any  thing  else. 

Mr.  Tract  obiected  to  the  imposition  of  a  tax 
upon  this  kind  of  property.  On  this  question  he 
was  at  freedom  to  speak  with  perfect  impartiality, 
for  he  had  never  once  seen  public  paper  till  he 
came  to  Philadelphia,  and  he  most  certainly  never' 
owned  a  siiule  farthing  of  it  since  he  had  an  ex- 
istence.   Toe  clamors,  therefore,  with  regard  to  a 

Kper  interest,  could  not  be  applied  to  him.  Bnt, 
^Ting  this  exjdanatioiL  he  aid  not  mean  to  say 
t&at  if  he  had  been  a  stockholder  he  would  hare 
suppressed  his  sentiments.  Gentlemen  in  that 
situation  were  just  as  much  entitled  to  attention' 
and  confidence  on  this  question  as  any  other  mem- 
bers. After  this  introduction,  Mr.  T.  went  on  to 
state,  that  it  was  an  act  of  injustice  to  tax  the  trans- 
ference of  public  debts,  for  this  reason,  that  a  free- 
dom of  transference  was  part  of  the  bargain  be- 
tween Gsrernment  and  its  creditors.  He  bad  no 
verbose  areuments  on  the  subject.  His  objections 
were  simiue,  and  come  at  once  to  the  pomt.  A 
breach  of^bargain  was  a  breach  of  honesty,  and  as 
such  could  never  meet  with  approbation  from  him. 
We  gave  paper,  said  Mr.  T. ;  transferability  form- 
ed a  part  of  it.  Now,  we  come  forward  and  <tay 
to  the  creditor,  you  shall  not  transfer  unless  you 
give  up  a  part  <n  your  debt.  He  would  have  been 
Tery  glad  to  rote  for  this  tax,  if  he  could  have 
Toted  consistently  wiUi  justice ;  but,  feeling  as  he 
4i^  he  could  not  give  his  consent. 

Mr.  Nicholas  was  of  an  ujNposite  opuion  from 
Mr.  Tract,  as  to  the  justice  oi  the  tax.  He  was 
convinced  of  that,  as  well  as  of  its  expediency.  It 
bad  been  urged  that  we  should  pay  three  or  four 
times  more  m  the  next  loan,  in  proportion,  than 
the  tax  was  worth,  because,  when  the  system  of 
laying  a  duty  on  the  funds  was  once  begun,  there 
was  nobody  could  say  where  it  was  to  end,  and 
therefore  every  body  would  scruple  to  give  us 
credit.  To  this  his  answer  was,  that  the  funds 
already  borrowed  could  not  be  affected  by  this 
bill,  because  they  were  already  in  our  hands ;  and, 
as  to  the  future  loan^  in  these  the  creditors  had  it 
in  their  power  to  make  an  express  stipulation  for 
no  tax  on  their  faaia.  This  would  answer  the 
purpose  completely,  without  recurring  to  those 
alarming  presages  of  the  loss  of  credit 

Mr.  Ahes,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Clare,  said,  that  the 
gentleman  had  comuained  of  bis  being  unintelli- 
gible. With  regard  to  the  defence  that  he  had 
made  of  the  character  of  members,  reported  to  be 
creditors  in  the  funds,  the  style  of  newspapers,  of 
pamphlets,  and  of  debates  in  that  House,  alto- 
gether justified  the  propriety  of  an  explicit  vindi- 
cation. He  appealed  to  every  member  who  heard 
him  that,  exc^iting  oolv  the  debate  on  the  ad- 
journment of  Congress,  there  had  not  been  a  single 
discussion  ofaaif  length,  for  a  considciaUe  time 


past,  where  there  had  not  been  some  pointed  dfah 
sion  to  this  pamr  bugbear.  Thb  GovenuneBt, 
said  Mr.  A.,  lusteen  minted  as  an  object  of  suspi- 
cion and  abhorrence.  The  gentleman  [Mr.  Culu] 
complains  that  I  am  beyond  his  reach.  He  ha 
made  himself  sufficiently  intelligible,  and  hts  pa- 
baps  had  his  snare  in  drawing  such  fuctum 
Recurring  to  the  question  before  the  Committee, 
be  said  that,  when  the  Funding  Act  passed,  u 
man  will  affirm  that  there  was  any  notion  of  sod 
a  tax  understood.  No  civilized  nation  caa  keep 
its  credit  while  it  taxes  its  public  funds.  Propettj 
is  in  general,  to  be  sure,  a  lair  object  of  taxatiotL 
but  this  tax  cannot  be  levied  with  perfect  e^oslitT; 
for  it  is  beyond  the  knowledge  of  any  Gorat 
ment;  and,  were  it  even  within  theknowledKeo> 
a  legulator,  still  it  is  beyond  his  power.  Twit 
was  no  way  to  get  at  an  exact  acquaintance  wiu 
the  universal  state  of  property,  but  by  cutting  of 
peopU^s  heads  aikd  searchmg  their  repositories. 

Blr.  WlMH  wished  to  know  who  were  the  credi- 
tors in  the  puUic  funds.  Are  they  Uie  ongiw 
holders,  the  poor  soldren,  who  gave  Wrtb  to  tlus 
country  t  Or  are  they  a  set  of  men  who  aan 
purchased  the  claims  of  these  poor  soldiers  for  i 
trifle,  perhus  for  half  a  crown  in  the  pouadj 
Surely,  if  this  be  the  case,  no  creditor  would 
grumble  in  paying  the  proposed  tax  on  the  tn^ 
fer  i  and.  if  he  should  complain,  was  it  toleiablt 
to  hear  such  a  property  held  up  as  an  unfit  object 
for  taxation  1  .  . 

On  dividing  the  Committee,  on  the  motion  1« 
a  tax  of  five  cents  per  hundred  dolhu^  opon  v» 
transfer  of  puUic  debts,  fifty-three  members  wff 
in  favor  of  it— the  nays  in  the  question  were  not 
counted. 

Themntionfor  a  tax  to  the  same  extern,  on 
every  transference  of  Bank  stock,  passed  unani- 
mously. . 

A  resolution  for  a  tax  on  manufactured  snuj 
and  tobacco  was  next  read.  Mr.  Scott  "»e  *?J 
observed,  that  it  was  a  home  manu&ctuie,8nd  w 
did  not  wbh  to  meddle  with  it,  for  that  w«  » 
precedent.  He  should  therefore  move  to  stn»^ 
It  out.  ...  I 

Mr.  MuRRAV  hoped,  that  the  motion  for  suiwy  i 
out  the  tax  on  snufr  and  tobacco  would  not  sot- 
ceed.   At  a  moment  when  we  are  looking  aW" 
for  proper  sources  of  revenue,  he  thought 
these  objects  came  very  aptly  into  view, 
are  articles  that  will  bear  a  moderate  tax,  >o  p^' 
ticnlar  the  firsL  It  is  true,  that  a  tax  on 
not  operate  upon  all  men.  but  those  ^o  win  k 
affected  by  it  are  well  able  to  bear  it.  I*  ?^ 

Eid  by  the  wealthy,  and  it  will  be  paid  with 
IS  reluctance,  because  its  use  is  in  a  b>'>>'i  ^rz 
a*  man  does  not  easily  give  up.  and  which,  It?^ 
its  nature,  can  never  be  expensive.  The  t"*""^ 
consumed  by  an  individual  is  small,  and  the  wo- 
cle  itself  is  here  extremely  cheap.  FormMif" 
pound  of  snuff  was  sold  at  the  lowest  st  tiat^ 
fourths  of  a  dollar  per  pound.  Snuff  wa*  "."'i 
manufactured  in  this  country  as  good  as  that  i» 
ported,  and  is  sold  at  a  quarter  of  a  dollar  p« 

Eound.  As  to  the  objection  that  it  was  »  ? 
ome  manu&cture,  the  precedent  had  already  oo- 
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litiMdill*«d«froadiitiReds]nrits.  Mr.M.ap- 
prored  the  prinei^  oT  tiAtion  ttutt  connected 
tbe  Hmnest  wiUi  m  o^oymait  of  Iuxdtjt.  The 
mind  Mtt  its  rept^nniee  bi  the  plearare  derived 
ffon  the  srtiele  taxed,  if  the  diachaffgie  of  the  tax 
preceded  the  g»tileation. 

Mr.  Macon  obaerred,  that  the  tax  ca»e  to  about 
foar  dollara  per  hoadred  weight,  whereas  the  raw 
material  itself  eoet  about  three  dolhirs.  This  was, 
be  believed,  the  first  instance  in  the  hisnny  of 
taxatioii  where  a  raw  material  was  taxed  to  more 
than  its  value.  He  was  entirely  against  the  reso- 
lation. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  entertained  an  opinion  that  the 
resf^tion  was  in  its  principle  ensnaring,  and  could 
oerar  be  reduced  to  praetice.  People  would  raise 
it  for  thenKclres,  as  In  fact  a  great  number  do  at 
pment.  Is  the  eoontry,  boys  inn  suffered  to 
plant  Aid  adl  itj  and  how  was  it  posrible  to  raise 
a  reTenne  tm  sueh  resources?  It  nerer  could  be 
UHule  produetire,  but  it  would  ruin  the  manu- 
fiwtme. 

Mr.  8.  Smitr,  of  Marrland,  said  that  he  be- 
limd  his  colleague  fMr.  MvaitAT}  felt  some  deli- 
cacy upon  this  sul^ect,  and,  making  use  of  tobacco 
hiaum,  did  not  choose  to  oppose  the  tax,  from  a 
desire  of  aMKaring  disinterested.  After  some 
other  reflMrlcs  of  an  amusiuff  nature,  he  stated  that 
this  tax  went  directly  to  the  destruction  of  the 
staple  commodity  of  three  or  four  States  in  the 
Umoo.  It  was  Akewise,  in  another  point  of  view, 
s  dangerous  precedent;  for  wc  should  next  go 
rooad  all  our  manufactures,  and  erery  thing  would 
be  tax«d  i  he  was  against  the  resolution. 

Mr.  FimmOfis  considered  the  present  as  one 
of  the  beet  resolmioiu  in  the  list.  He  did  not 
know  what  fae  would  baTe  been  more  ready  to 
pnqioae. 

Mr.  SBOGWfCK  was  of  the  same  opinion. 

Mr.  W.  SMrrn  could  not  discorer  why  tobacco 
night  not  be  taxed,  jnst  as  well  as  salt  and  other 
srtieles.  We  cannot  step  into  a  coach  without 
payinff  a  tax— why  then  wruf^  to  tax  other  arti- 
cles of  luxury  ? 

Mr.  Mdrr&t,  in  reply  to  Mr.  3.  Smith,  Tzid, 
that  if  he  thought  the  tax  would  injure  one  of  the 
staples  of  Maryland,  it  wootd  be  with  irreat  cau- 
boQ  that  he  should  support  it.  But  he  denied  any 
soeh  consequence.  The  |ttice  of  snuff  is  a  price 
anaexed  to  the  labor  and  mffenuity  of  the  manu- 
Awtarer,  and  not  an  effect  of  the  ralue  of  the  to- 
baoeoL  which  was  very  low.  He  did  not  believe 
thai  the  price  of  tobaeeo  was  perceptibly  affected 
by  the  home  demand  for  nui&nfaetnre,  but  alto- 
gether by  foreign  markets.  Farmers  use  nnmanu- 
uetnred  lobaeco,  and  very  little  snnff.  He  still 
thou^t  the  principle  sound^  and  that  it  was  a 
eipiw  object  to  render  taxation  light  and  easy  to 
the  feelings  of  mankind.  To  do  this,  if  you  in* 
corporate  the  tax  with  some  luxury  to  be  enjoyed, 
Tou  render  it  more  pleasant  by  a  natural  associa* 
tkm.  'Hiere  was,  he  thought,  a  similitude  be- 
tween this  tax  and  that  on  distilled  spirits.  Each 
iras  a  tax  on  a  home  manufacture;  each  was  a 
lix  on  consumption.  The  duty  in  the  present 
tut  dKd  by  no  means  tffing  down  the  ade  of  the 


home  made  afticle  to  a  competition  with  thrf 
foreign  article.  ICotwithstasdinff  this  tkx,  Amer- 
lean  snuff  irouM  forever  tmdeneU  that  impcnttd, 
from  its  being  twie&  if  not  thrieey  as  cheap.  Fo|^ 
even  after  the  eight  cents  proposed  on  anuff 
was  paid,  the  price  wonld  be  extremely  low.  As 
to  any  opposition  to  the  collection  of  the  excise,  a 
possibility  which  had  been  adverted  to  by  some 
former  syaker,he  thought  that  no  argument  could 
be  derived  from  that,  mtich  at  once  held  up  the 
folly  o(  those  who  constituted  the  example.  Hi 
did  not  fear  that  any  class  of  citizens  would  be  so 
riotous,  so  iaiiiorant,  so  savage,  as  to  resist  the 
measures  of  Qovemment.  The  enlightened  free- 
men of  this  country  would  not  tumultuotisly  op- 
pose a  law  made  by  legislators  whom  they  h^d 
themselves  ehoseu.  He  thoo^t  the  tax  easy,  as 
falling  on  the  more  weatthy,  and  one  which  would 
by  no  means  afilsct  the  staj^e  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Clark  was  against  the  resolution. 

Mr.  S.  a^rra  agreed  perfectly  with  the  judg- 
ment of  the  member  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
FiNOLET,]  that  the  tax  would  destroy  the  manu- 
factnr&  and  raise  nothing.  Every  body  would' 
use  a  kind  of  unmanufactured  tobacco,  that  has  a' 
well  known  name,  as  there  was  no  mention  of 
that  article  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Ames  approved  the  tax,  as  one  of  the  best 
which  he  knew. 

Mr.  Madisok  had  always  opposed  every  tax  of 
this  nature,  and  he  should  upon  all  occasions  per- 
sist in  opposing  them.  If  we  look  into  the  state 
oif  those  nations  who  are  harnessed  in  laxes^we 
shall  universally  find  that,  in  a  moral,  political, 
and  commercial  point  of  view,  excise  is  the  most 
destructive  of  all  resources.  He  did  not  say  this, 
because  excise  had  been  a  frequent  topic  of  popu- 
lar declamation.  He  was  not  goided  by  that,  but 
he  blew,  and  was  senrible,  that  it  produced  almost 
in  every  case  the  most  disagreeable  consequences. 
Yet  he  admitted  that  the  excise  upon  ardent 
spirits  was  a  very  natural  expedient  in  the  Amer- 
ican Qoveniment,  who  saw  such  immense  quan- 
tities of  foreign  spirits  imported.  Much  of  the 
collection  of  this  tax  on  tobacco  would  depend  on 
the  oath  of  the  manufacturer,  and  this  was  but 
another  term  for  the  multiplication  of  perjuriw. 
The  tax  would  therefore  injure  the  morals  of  the 
people.  He  liked  much  better  some  other  taxes 
m  the  Hst  before  the  House,  and  recourse  might  be 
had  to  them.  He  should  oppose  this  tobacco  duty 
with  every  vote  that  he  gave  on  the  questi<m. 

Mr.  Ahes  replied  to  Mr.  Maoisoh,  who  spoke 
a  few  words  in  explanation. 

Serenl  members  then  requested  that  the  clause 
might  he  deferred  tHl  to-morrow ;  accordingly,  the 
Committee  rose  without  coming  to  a  division. 
The  Chairman  reported  progress,  and  at  three 
o'clock  the  House  adjourned. 

Friday,  May  2. 

A  memorial  was  read  by  the  Clerk,  subscribed 
by  certain  manufacturers  of  tobacco,  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  acainst  a  resolution  at  present  be- 
fon  the  House.  {.This  resolution  is  for  imposing 
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4  inxy  of  four  cents  per  pound  upon  all  tobacco 
and  eight  cents  per  pound  upon  all  snu^  manu- 
&ctuied  in  the  United  States.] 

PUBLIC  CREDIT. 
It  ma  then  moved  that  the  House  do  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Wholej  to  consider 
on  the  report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Ways 
and  Means. 

Mr.  Giles  wished  that  a  private  petitiSn  might 
first  be  discussed,  as  it  would  take  up  only  a  short 
time,  and  then  the  House  might  proceed  with  the 
ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Traoy  said^  if  we  cannot  proceed  with  de- 
spatching business  in  a  regular  way,  it  will  be  much 
better  to  rise  at  once,  and  go  home. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  wished  to  delay  the  private  peti- 
tion, because  he  intended,  this  day,  to  move,  that 
the  House  shall  meet  to-morrow  morning  (Satur- 
day) for  private  business,  and  then  the  petition 
could  be  discnssed.  without  interrupting  anything 
else. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  that  there  was  much  busi- 
ness on  hand,  and  if  the  House  were  to  indulge 
every  gentleman  in  requisitions  of  this  nature, 
they  never  would  get  forward. 

The  motion  for  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  on  the  Ways  and  Means,  was  carried — 
Mr.  Sherburne  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Tracy.  If  there  ever  was  a  luxury,  snuff 
is  one.  If  we  are  to  excise  at  all,  this  suoject  is 
one  of  the  best.  It  had  been  said,  (referring  to  an 
observation  made  yesterday  by  Mr.  Smilie)  that 
taxes,  which  were  paid  imperceptibly,  were  more 
dangerous  than  others,  because,  by  these  invisible 
or  imperceptible  kinds  of  taxes,  the  people  were 
seduced  from  thinking  to  what  purposes  their  mo- 
ney went.  Mr.  T.  could  not  believe  that  the  mem- 
ber was  serious  in  advancing  such  a  doctrine ;  for 
the  sum  of  it  is,  that,  when  taxes  are  to  be  raised, 
Qovernment  is  in  duty  bound  to  rive  the  people 
who  pay  these  taxes,  a«  much  trowtU  as  poaailHe! 
There  was  nothing  but  this  alternative — a  tax  on 
tobacco,  or  a  kind  tax— which  was  equivalent  to  a 
tax  upon  necessaries.  Many  of  his  constituents 
raise  no  more  grain  than  was  necessary  to  main- 
tain themselves;  so  that  with  respect  to  them^  a 
land  tax  was  a  tax  upon  necessaries.  Mr.  T.  ad- 
verted to  the  weakness  of  complaining,  because 
Government  was  attended  with  expense.  People 
might  as  well  complain  as  to  the  expense  of  fenc- 
ing a  wheat-field.  Liberty,  vrithout  Government, 
was  worth  nothing ;  it  was  a  mere  sound — and  there 
never  has  been,  and  never  will  be,  a  Government 
that  does  not  require  expense.  One  circumstance 
recommended  this  tax— it  was  to  be  collected 
without  any  addition  to  the  number  of  revenue 
ottcers.  Ii  ii  is  true,  as  ua&  ueeu  ^lauHi,  mat  kduA 
has,  in  some  of  the  Southern  States,  become  a  ne- 
cessary of  life,  he  would  not  wish  to  burden  it. 
He  next  adverted  to  an  assertiou  made  yesterday, 
by  Mr.  Smith,  viz:  that  this  duty  on  tobacco, 
went  directly  to  the  destruction  of  the  staple  com- 
modity of  three  or  four  States  of  the  Union.  He 
could  not  see  that  there  was  any  danger  of  this 
kind.  [Here  Mr.  S.  Smitb  rose,  and  said,  that 


the  assertion  had  been  made,  not  by  him,  but  ^  i  j 
member  from  North  Carolina.! 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  also  » 
pressed  his  awrehensions,  that  the  tax  bi 
augmented,  tiU  the  culture  of  tobacco  was  e^ 
pated.  He  (Mr.  T.I  could  foresee  no  chance  ofuy 
such  consequence.  If  he  did  so,  he  should  be  sorry  to 
support  the  resolution.  He  had  no  desire  to  cituk 
an  in&nt  manufacture.  Perhaps  it  would  be  found 
advisable  to  reduce  the  proposed  duty;  and,  for 
this  reason,  he  recommended  to  the  CommittM, 
that  the  number  of  cents  per  poond,  in  the  lesolo- 
tion,  should  be  left  blank. 

Mr.  FiNOLEv: — Ruin  and  depravity  have  al- 
ways attended  excise.  It  has  been  one  of  the  pnt- 
cipal  sources  of  the  corruption  of  Britain.  Tbe 
same  effects  must  follow  in  America.  He  oiycd- 
ed  to  the  mode  of  taxation ;  and,  besides,  du  tu 
is  partial.  It  falls  on  the  poor  in  cities.  Id  the 
country,  nobody  wiU  pay  it 

Mr.  Sedqwick  would  vote  against  the  tu,  if  be 
thought  that  it  was  contacions  for  public  man^ 
ity.  But  hunun  nature  nas  always  been  rerf 
corroptedj  without  the  aid  of  excise  laws.  Tw 
State  which  he  represents  has  been  excised  for 
two  generations,  and  yet  no  bad  consequence 
arisen  to  the  morals  of  the  people.  As  to  tbe  cor- 
ruption of  Britain,  described  by  the  member  wbo 
spoke  last,  he  admitted  that  the  account  wasju^ 
but  this  was  not  to  be  traced  to  excise  laws.  Tbejf 
had  been  the  subject  of  much  clamor,  but  wbiU, 
in  factj  was  their  history?  A  profli^ie  opposi- 
tion rail  at  all  the  measures  of  a  Minister  vhetbet 
they  be  good  or  bad,  and  an  excise  act  is  often  one 
of  them.  In  the  course  of  political  ehaoget,  these 
men  get  into  place.  But  they  do  not  attemjrt  to 
take  oS  the  taxes  against  which  they  dedauaed^ 
In  the  mean  time,  the  new  ex-Minister  barunes 
against  the  very  taxes  of  which  he  was  theautiw- 
As  to  this  law  being  a  source  of  pemrf,  oatfas  | 
are  necessary  in  imposts  of  all  sorts.  Wbj,  then,  j 
object  to  them  in  this  particular  instance?  Is  u  | 
excise  oath  worse  ttua  a  eu8tom-4iou6«  oath  > 
There  is  often  no  other  method  of  getting  at  truth. 
If  we  desert  this  way  of  raising  revenue,  vbstsre 
we  to  do  ?  Taxes  cannot  be  imposed  oa  perswal 
income,  with  any  sort  of  justice,  because  tbe  ac- 
tual degree  of  a  person's  wealth  does  not  depead  on 
the  nominal  amotmt  of  his  income.  One  maa  w 
a  thousand  dollars  a  year ;  but  such  may  be  bu 
situation,  that  the  taxing  him  in  sosmalla  sum  i* 
tep  dollars,  may  be  distressing.  Others,  ag^ 
with  only  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  art) 
perhaps,  in  much  more  ea^  circuaslaacets  tbas 
the  former,  upon  whom  the  tax  of  personw  re- 
vttue  wpuld  jvess  with  superior  weight.  Direct 
taxes,  Mr.  S.  regarded  as  of  «n  imfuroper  nature 
J^T,  witn  regaru  tuaubii  auu  ivUu:^^  UMOtA^y^ 
ever  feel  the^rdm  of  a  trifling  tax  upoo  thca- 
If  we  are  (Miged  to  tax  salt,  why  shall  we  scruple 
at  taxing  tobacco? 

Mr.  Smilie  considered  this  measure  as  pre^jUi 

with  serious  consequences.  He  was  ®PP****~  ^ 
every  system  of  excise,  because  such  systems  bw 
always  produced  mischief.  If  this  were  a  despotic 
country,  he  could  see  a  good  reason  for  an  excue 
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system  of  rerarae,  beeanae  it  was  proper,  in  that 
case,  to  debase,  by  every  possible  expedient,  the 
minds  of  the  people,  that  their  feelings  might  sink 
to  a  lerel  with  the  meanness  of  their  condition. 
Bnt  in  a  RepaUic,  taxes  should  be  of  a  different 
nature,  and  operate  with  a  different  tendency.  As 
to  what  had  been  said  by  Mr.  Tbacy,  he  was  quite 
seriotis  in  fais  conTiction,  that  taxes  ought  to  be 
raised  in  such  a  way,  that  the  public  might  not 
<mty  pay  them,  but  at  the  same  time,  feel  them. 
This  would  teach  them  to  think  a  little  better  in 
what  way  their  money  goes;  and  then,  and  not 
till  then,  ther«  will  be  an  abridgment  or  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Federal  GoTemment  How  do  gen- 
tlemen eome  to  speak,  as  If  Uiere  were  no  abuses 
in  the  present  Amenean  Administntion  1  Are 
there  none  1  If  the  present  tax  on  tobacco  had 
been  proposed  by  a  Minister,  Mr.  8.  would  not 
have  been  snrprraed  at  it.  But  he  was  somewhat 
amazed  that  this  measure  should  be  suggested 
by  the  Representatires  of  a  free  people. 

Mr.  Ahbb  had  a  better  opinion  of  Gtovernment 
than  the  gentleman  who  spoke  last.  He  did  not 
think  excise  a  mark  of  despotism.  He  did  not 
think  the  people  stocks  and  stones ;  or  their  rulers 
knaves  and  fools.  The  member  bad  spoke  of  the 
citizens  of  this  country,  as  if  to  rouse  their  atten- 
tion it  was  requisite  to  keep  a  flapper,  like  that  of 
ChtUiTetj  at  their  ears.  In  some  States,  perhaps, 
the  piAlic  were  stupid  enough  to  require  a  flapper. 
In  the  part  of  the  country  which  Mr.  A.  represent- 
ed, there  was  no  need  of  artificial  provocation  tf> 
keep  alive  the  sensibility  of  the  people  to  their 
tiffats.  The  gentleman  had  said^  that  a  Minister 
of  State  had  no  other  olrject  in  view  but  to  fleece 
the  public. 

[Here  Mr.  Smilie  explained.] 

Mr.  Aheb  replied,  that,  whatever  were  his 
words,  Vuft  was  nis  exact  meaning.  It  was  per- 
fectly understood,  and  was  exceedingly  unjust. 
As  to  the  resolution  upon  the  table,  is  toere  any 
comparison  between  a  snufi  tax  and  a  land  tax? 
Land  is  the  great  mbttrtdum  of  American  pros- 
perity. Difficulties  had  been  started,  as  to  the 
coUection  of  excise ;  an  oppressive  law  was  a  bad 
tiling,  but  resistance  was  worse.  Can  any  man 
think  that  a  land  tax  does  not  open  a  much  sweat- 
er door  to  impodtion  than  a  tax  on  tobacco  ?  In 
what  way  is  a  land  tax  to  be  lai^  that  can  avoid 
inequality  and  injustice  t  Are  we  to  tax  the  pub- 
He  tunds,  that  last,  and  most  desperate  resource  of 
natiomd  distress,  and  then  to  be  told,  that  we  dare 
not  impose  a  duty  on  snuff  and  tobacco? 

Mr.  S.  SMrrH  considered  the  observations  of  the 
member  who  had  jnst  sat  down  as  amusing  and 
ingenious,  but  they  were  not  satisfactory.  To  him, 
it  seemed  a  very  odd  scheme  to  crush  American 
manttfactures  in  the  bud.  Men  of  capital  and  en- 
terprise advanced  large  sums  of  money  in  erecting 
sntuT  mills.  After  long  exertions,  they  began  to 
reap  the  reward  of  their  expenses  and  their  labor. 
At  that  critical  moment,  the  Government  souses 
down  upon  *them  widi  an  excbe,  which  ends^'not 
ni  revenue,  hat  nctirpation.  In  his  opinion,  the 
rewAntiaiis  before  the  Committee  comprenend 
TTf  gwat  iiqnstfee  to  the  numulimui  ws  of  tobae- 


co.  He  understood  that 'a  snuff  mill  required  a 
capital  of  five  thousand  pounds  to  begin  with.  We 
are  going  to  impose  eight  cents  per  pound  on  snuff, 
which  is  douole  the  price  of  the  raw  material. 
Here  Mr.  S.  inferred,  that  it  would  be  necessary 
for  the  snuff-maker  to  possess  an' addition  of  dou- 
ble bis  present  capital;  so  that,  instead  of  five 
thousand  pounds,  he  must  possess  fifteen  thousand, 
before  be  can  begin,  or  support  business.  After 
paying  so  vast  a  duty,  house-rent,  the  wages  of 
journeymen,  and  a  multiplicity  of  other  disburse- 
ments, he  is  to  give  credit  to  his  customers  for  six, 
nine,  or  twelve  months.  This  was  another  hard- 
ship. He  must  keep  accounts  t3f  his  sale. 

The  words  of  the  report,  referred  to  by  Mr.  8., 
are  as  fUlows: 

"  Hfl  ibaD  niter  into  bond,  with  loffieientMcuri^,  to 
rmdsr  s  fiithflil  account,  everv  three  months,  of  the 
quanti^  of  tobacco  or  snuff  fold  or  sent  out,  widiin  that 
period.  Pnvioua  to  taking  any  tobacco,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  muiuftctured,  he  ahill  notify  the  same  to  the 
Office  of  Inspection,  and  HhaJl  keep  a  tHwk,  in  winch 
AwH  be  entered  daily,  the  quantity  of  tobacco  or  snoff 
«dd  or  sent  out  in  ftaich  day. 

This  regulation  may  c^n  prove  a  very  great 
hardship.  It  will  require  an  extra  oleric,  at  as  ex- 
pense of  three,  four,  or  five  hundied  dollars  per 
annum.  For  the  manoftetufers  oC  snul^  tnis 
might  he  practicable;  but,  at  least  in  his  part  of 
the  country,  tobacco  spinners  are  poor,  ignorant 
creatures;  many  of  whom  cannot  so  mueh  as 
read.  How  are  they  to  keep  accounts,  or  bow  are 
they  to  e^pe  perjury,  when  yon  bid  them  do 
what  they  cannot  possibly  do?*  Besides,  tobaceo 
is  frequently  sold,  not  by  weight,  but  by  the  yard. 
It  had  been  said,  that  this  tax  was  not  more  acep- 
tiouable  than  the  excise  upcm  ^its.  This  eoaa- 
parison  did  not  hold. 

By  the  tax  on  distilleries,  the  agrieulttire  of  the 
United  States  was  greatly  ^nromoted.  Land  ikti, 
wotdd  not  bear  wheat  was,  in  consequence  of  dwt 
excise,  and  the  encouragement  at  the  same  time 
given  to  this  maao&ctare^  coveted  with  ert^  o£ 
rye.  Henee,  there  Was  no  just  resemblance  in  the 
two  cases.  But  U*  we  are  to  excise  every  thii^r, 
Mr.  S.  said,  that  the  CtMnmittee  might  excise,  as 
properly  as  tobacco,  those  strings  of  onions,  thu 
were  sent  fVom  Conoectieut  all  over  the  Union. 
They  were  the  staple  of  that  State,  just  as  tete^ 
CO  was  of  Ti^nia,  and  wene  eqiuAy  fit  to  pio- 


•laihsBiflUi  Mtof  FWtamotion  Utla  branch rmww, 
UteraliaclBiinoribeMiiWMtun,  wUchbu  bMB  cuatettad  in. 
10  t  draMMliI  MUtM  of  KnthorltT.  Ths  fbUoiriiu  clreniiMUBM 
nmatiut  tttoin«ttkm«dlvthawrt(erofibeF»UUc«lFngiMidr 
Britain.^ AAcddwonun  UiEdlnburKhadbwa inthaDnetkeor 

oriiemMBdar «  MUlty  «r  fllW  powidt,  to  pay  &ys  AillUifi  fe  a 
ltc«we,aiidikadIdK».  iiMbaaa  able  i«  bar  irom  the  tnasB- 
lactarer  liiur  poundl  «f  mairat  a  time,  u*  matlar  might  have  ratt- 
ed Uucs;  buuw  lUiirat  lnr»^  hw  powBTtH  flu  raqulradhr 
thatMrienortaxaiiaBithattlMahould  aiaka  oatln  one*  a  jauyta 
thaquanUtT^aiold.  Har  mamofT  failed,  and  riie  ii  oo-  " 
whh  a  croira  of  other  TtcthMi  in  wi  Bxafa  Court,  whkh ' 


_   .  ■  '"mI. 

tiia  quanUtT  tkn  Mid.  '  Her  mamofT  failed,  and  riie  ii  now,  OTV^ 
whh  a  croira  of  other  TtcthM,  in  an  Bnita  Court,  whkh  wUI,  rmr 
iiiiwIliIj.liilM  liiii  iiiliiiMMj  TUafaiikeadiioplnthaocaansf 
axclae.  The tbtt aound oT iaeimA^mMaua «u«t  dertine^oBj 
h  to  derfrad  from  a  Utt  n  T0rtH  which  ricnlflH,  to  cnt  op  br  Iks 
foota." 

Tha  advaouBea  of  an  InAapaBdant  mm  wara  taUj  prarcd  la 
the  conraa  rftWa  proeaduw.  A  m»  biilorT  ma  ragubrir  pcd>- 
Itabadortha  pMCMdlnct  of  lira  Ixciaa  Coott :  a  aanae  of  4hm 
4niraaav«nlorthaJ«dM*li«thabiitdi;  attithla oniMwahM 
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dttce  a  levenoe.  He  Ancied  that  we  ibonld  next 
luAT  of  an  excise  vpon  notZt.  Prohibitory  dnties 
had  been  laid  for  the  encouragement  of  this  manu- 
facture in  America.  Progress  had  consequently 
been  made  in  the  business ;  and  now  there  was 
iwthinff  wanting  but  a,  smart  excise  duty  to  knock 
it  on  the  head^  under  the  preteoce  of  exacting  a 
lerenue.  Caltcowasanotfaerarticlethatwe&hould, 
no  doubt^  saddle  with  a  stamp  duty,  as  had  heen 
the  case  in  Britain,  where  it  produced  a  ^eat  re- 
venue. In  the  case  of  the  present  tax,  it  would 
be  said  that  the  manufacturer  must  lay  it  on  his 
customers.  Yes;  but  will  his  customers  advance 
him  a  capital  double  to  what  he  had  before  7  Be- 
sides the  tax,  he  must  have  visits  of  excise-men, 
which  are,  in  themselres,  extremely  troublesome. 

Mr.  Nf  CH0UL8.  We  are.  going  on  exactly  in  the 
steps  of  Britain,  qf  which  this  excise  is  one  in- 
stance. That  country  mce  bad  a  reTolationarv 
spirit  How  sunk  are  they  now!  Not  (uie-tentb 
part  of  them  dare  to  aay  tut  they  are  aAainst  the 
WW  with  France,  whjch  is  sweeping  them  with 

Slocity  over  the  precipice  of  ruin.  At  leaet,  it  is 
e  coDMnon  opinion  in  the  United  States,  that 
thtii  French  war  is  the  road  to  ruin.  What  has 
degraded  and  annihilated  the  spirit  of  Britain? 
Public  debts,  taxes,  and  officers  of  excise.  One- 
hidf  of  the  aation  has  been  loaded  with  the  plun- 
der of  the  rest.  It  is  too  much  the  American  char 
muster  to  bear  as  right,  what  does  not  immediately 
hurt  It  is  a  duty  to  keep  the  citizens  alive  to  the 
operations  of  Qoveniment.  It  is  somewhat  strange 
to  bUme  this  attempt  when  there  is  B\mx  an  alarm- 
inff  ii^ifiereDce  on  the  snfajject  As  to  this  tax,  it 
vul  put  an  end  to  th*  c<nwmption  of  manu&o- 
vani  tobacco.  Plasters  will  make  it  ready  tot 
laemselves.  They  can  do  so  with  very  gnaX  ease 
by  a  method  in  the  process  of  curing  it  Mr.  N. 
was  thecefore  against  the  resolution. 

Mr.  DaxTER  observed,  that  very  few  of  the 
otyections  were  confined  to  the  question.  Some 
were  arguments  against  all  excises  ^  same  agaiast 
all  puUic  contributions ;  some  against  the  nature 
and  administration  of  our  Government ;  and  some 
i^nst  all  Qoverament  The  statement  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Shith,]  that  the 
OVtr  would  make  three  times  the  capital  necessa- 
ry, he  said,  could  not  be  accurale.  He  had  reck- 
4ated  the  cost  of  the  raw  material  as  the  only  capi- 
4al  employed,  if  this  be  true,  as  he  states,  tobacco 
at  four  cents  per  pound,  and  snuff  is  worth  thirty 
ante  per  poand,  it  follows  that  the  mann&etnrer 
makes  790  per  cent  nett  prc^  This  cannot  be 
tne }  the  prineipal  capitaf  mast  be  employed  in 
wrcparatory  works  and  labor  of  manniacturiog. 
He  added,  that  our  having  formerly  protected  the 
nannfiietare,  is  no  reason  t^inst  now  taxing  it; 
it  would  rather  be  a  reason  for  calling  on  it  to  con- 
tribute to  the  Bubyc  burdens.  He  said,  die  same 
gentleman  asked,  why  there  is  no  excise  on  beer 
nanaftctared  in  New  England,  as  wdl  as  on 
Southern  whidtey?  I  answer,  beer  is  not  manu- 
&ctured  there  in  any  considerable  quantity;  if  it 
were,  it  ought  not  to  k  taxed.  New  Bn^nd  rum 
is  taxed  cttonaously.  The  duty  on  thi£  asd  whis- 
key are  protecting  duties  to  good  morab.  The 


use  of  snuff  and  tobacco  is  certainly  a  mere  Uzb- 
ry,  or.  rather  folly  j  and  all  who  use,and,of  cooni, 
jny  the  duty,  are  volunteers.  A  land-tay,  whtd 
IS  named  as  a  substitute  for  this  and  evoy  tluif 
else,  is  a  tax  very  oneqnal,  and  laid  on  all  the  ai- 
cessaries  nf  life,  and  oppressiTe  to  the  laboriou 
poor. 

It  lodts  like  Governmental  rapacity:  wbicb 
is  so  deprecated  by  the  gentleman  from  Peiusfl- 
vania,  [Mr.  Smilis.]  He  has  more  than  once  tm 
Us  that  insensible  taxation  is  dangerous ;  and  tbi 
we  should  make  the  people  feel  the  taxes  thef 
ray;  the  way  to  make  them  feel  taxes,  b  to  Itf 
those  which  will  be  most  inconvenient  The  u- 
gument,  then,  is,  that  the  most  inconvenient  ai 
IS  the  best  The  very  ihct  stated  to  reason  from, 
is  the  strongest  reason  in  &vot  of  indirei^  un- 
tion,  viz:  tlM  harden  is  so  small  that  the  jjWfk 
do  not  feel  it  What  the  gentleman's  meaiuu  ii, 
unless  it  be  that  measures  ought  to  be  taken  wtuch 
may  make  the  people  with  the  GoTern- 

ment,  is  difficult  to  say.  The  same  gcntk^ 
has  said,  that  all  excises  are  against  t&  qiint  cf 
a  Republican  Government  like  ours.  It  is  stnue, 
said  Mr.  D.,  that  the  spirit  and  letter  of  our  («■ 
vernment  should  be  so  contradictory ;  for,  by  du 
Constitution,  excises  are  expresiJy  provided.  Tht 
man  who  buys  his  food  and  clotliiiig  in  sm^ 
quantities,  as  he  can  obtain  the  means,  does  ii 
much  more  easily  than  he  could  purchase  a  stoA 
for  a  year  at  one  time ;  and  he  who  buys  datiea 
articles,  and  regulates  his  consumption  by  ^ 
price,  pays  his  tax  in  small  portions,  with  «tte, 
when  he  would  be  distressed  by  being  called  od  to 
pay  the  whole  sum  in  gross  annuuly.  Mr-  D. 
proceeded  to  say,  that  as  to  the  fears  of  the  gentle- 
man above  mentioned  from  Pennsylvaiiia,and  also 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tirmnia,  [Mr.NicHOLAB,J 
he  had  heard  them  too  (Hteu  to  be  alarmed  ai 
them.  They  seemed  like  a  sale  coat,  made  foe 
any  subject  He  said,  that  a  fact  satisfied  Jus 
mmd  on  the  subject.  Massachusetts  is  a  land  of 
equality  beyond  any  on  earth.  Scarce  s 
among  them  is  rich  enough  to  keep  a  coaclii,  ud 
scarcely  one  so  poor  as  not  to  keep  a  horse  j  learn- 
ing is  more  equally  diffused  there  than  in  any 
of  America ;  their  morals  are  so  pure  thai  crimes 
hardly  have  names;  yet  this  happy  race  of  equil 
Republicans  never,  since  the  institution  of  our  Go* 
vernment  have  sent  one  member  here  to  wluiw 
or  thunder  about  the  aristocracy  of  our  Coi^i^ 
tioQ.  He  said,  he  would  not  compare  this  Sou 
with  others  in  the  Union ;  one  man  was  not  tnae 
disposed  of  at  the  will  of  another.  As  to  the  fe« 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  excises  would 
destroy  American  liberty,  Mr.  D.  said,  there  ww 
no  danger  of  iL  The  character  of  individuals  form 
the  character  of  the  Government  A  people  uc 
never  enslaved  until  they  need  a  master,  i^t 
American  habits  exclude  all  dat^r.  That 
cises  and  slavery  exist  together  in  some  P""*  " 
Europe  is  true ;  but  it  remains  to  be  jao™ 
one  is  the  cause  of  the  other.  If  we  h*" 
benefits  of  Government  we  most  pay  for  then- 
There  was  a  time,  said  Mr.  D.,  when  Uboring 
der  the  detiility  oi  disutiion  and  the  dislM'^*  ^ 
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uiuctqr,  we  rejoiced  that  the  peojde  had  institnted 
this  GoTemmeBt  It  is  nov  represented,  mot  as 
the  gBardian  of  liberty  and  innoeence.  bat  as  the 
aeaaaain  of  both.  What  has  happeacMl  to  change 
ovopmkn?  UnderiUanq^eswehaTeinereas- 
ed  in  strcogth  and  lidkes ;  we  are  now  ftee  and 
^PPT}  when  the  world  is  in  ooofiuion.  The  gen- 
tleman  from  Virginia  seems  to  despise  our  present 
h^jpinen,  onless  it  can  be  etenaL  Why,  sir, 
sfaosld  we  expect  this?  Nations,  like  men,  come 
to  matori^ ;  they  now  old  and  perish.  The  stm 
most  go  oat  in  darknass }  the  earth  must  be  burnt 
up;  nMiie  most  enire  in  agonies.  Wlut  right 
bare  w«  to  dbim  to  be  an  exc^ion  frmn  genual 
mles?  All  nature  i«  a  Mipeiual  rav(datioB{  we 
an«part,aBdniitrtnfTOlTewiththewbi^  The 
sjratnn  saabrs,  and  profaaMy  reqnixes  eonstant  re- 
Bormtion.  Sneeeasion  appears  to  be  a  law  of  na^ 
tare  as  oniTctsal  as  her  works,  and  as  immutable 
as  ber  Author. 

Mr.  Cube  said,  that  the  gentleman,  who  bad 
jnst  sat  down,  had  put  an  end  to  ail  farther  neeeft- 
sity  for  discQssion  on  this  q^aestim.  ICs  pane- 
gyric on  the  character  of  his  constitnents,  (the 
people  of  filassacfausetts,)  ascertained  that  they 
were  oodoubtedly  the  fiist  peofde,  and  most  en- 
ligiitowd  republicans  in  the  Union ;  and,  as  they 
wtMtld,  no  doubt,  send  the  best  iafermed  persons 
among  Ihem  to  Congress,  it  followed  that  he  [Mr. 
E>bxteh]  ud  his  eoUeagues  were  the  most  re- 
meetaUe  characters  in  tEe  Ooaamittee,  and  that, 
tnenfore,  the  reet  of  the  RepresentatiTes  had  no- 
thing Airther  to  Jo,bttl  at  once  grra  ^eir  rates  as 
these  oendemen  thought  pioper.  &fr.C.  sat  down, 
with  hinting  at  the  waste  of  time,  by  speeches 
entirely  foreign  to  the  subject  before  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  NicaiOLAS  rose  again.  Because  gentlemen 
did  not  adaiHeMrym^aFeofGoTemraent,itwa8 
said  that  they  were  enemies  to  aU  GoTemment. 
The  Fedeial  Goremment  never  would  hare  ex- 
isted, if  the  people  could  have  foreseen  what  sort 
of  senemes  it  was  to  put  into  execution.  In  four 
years,  there  had  been  a  complete  rerolution  in  the 
ooiiiion  of  the  rulers  of  that  Goremment.  He 
thanked  God  there  was  still  as  much  principle  in 
the  people  as  would  Iwing  these  gentlemen  back  to 
the  point  from  which  they  set  out.  Mr.  N.  was 
highly  oflbnded  at  the  style  of  the  pan^ric  pro- 
nounced by  Mr.  Dextbb  on  his  ecMutitnents^  as  it 
they  possessed  something  about  them  superior  to 
the  citizens  of  Virffinia.  He  understood  that  tlie 
member  knew  notliiD^  about  Virginia,  mless  by 
iHhst  he  bad  seen  of  it  ajxtn  that  floor;  and  he 
tniated  that  he  found  nothing  here  that  could  au- 
thorize so  derogatory  a  tone. 

Mr.  DaxTBR  rose  a  second  time,  and  Mr.  Nicao- 
LAS  made  a  rei^T- 

Mt.  Smilu.  The  people  of  Pennsylvania  are 
as  well  edscated,  as  mtrifigent,  and  as  sound  Re- 
poblicatts  as  any  of  their  neighbors.  As  to  the 
mte  of  Masncnusetts,  we  can  enly  judge  of  it 
hf  die  members  whom  it  sends  to  this  Home.  Mr. 
m.  Jcelaied  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  trace,  in 
%heir  conduct,  any  superialiTe  mnrks  «ther  of  abi- 
vyorofvktne.  TherahAd  bem  fhodedjOotimly 


a  debt  which  the  United  State^oawd,  bnt  gimihfp 
dsM,  wAuA  ^hey  wnwr  owed.  Had  not  these  mena- 
bers  supported  this  siystem  ?  Wa»  this  an  set  ^t 
demanded  the  confidenoe  and  giatitode  of  tha 

public? 

Here  Mr.  Clark  requested  to  be  heaid.  "I 
thought,"  said  he,  "  that  die  question  befim  vs  had 
been  something  about  fobooeo." 

Mr.  MAiHaoN  professed  an  arersian  to  all  coin* 
parisons;  but,  if  they  most  be  made,  it  was  proper 
to  draw  diem  with  the  strictest  regard  to  trutlu. 
He  agreed  with  the  genilesaaa  from  Masaefan- 
setts  mtdy  up,  that  the  citizens  of  that  State  wen 
good  RepuUieans,  but  so  were  the  eitizens  of 
other  States.  Lawawue  ftat  eqnalizinfftlw  aatt- 
ners  of  Amoioaas  all  orer  die  Contmnt;  anal 
no  where  widi  more  rapidity  than  in  Vinrinis. 
The  peofde  there  are  not  len  truly  RepublioaM 
than  others.  Theie  had  not  been  a  single  insoi* 
rection  in  that  State,  sioee  the  first  Dedaratieo 
of  Independenoe;  nor  any  resistance  to  the  laws. 
Excise  had,  indeed,  been  very  unp(qinlar  in  the 
Southern  States,  compared  with  what  it  was  in 
the  Eastern ;  but  for  this  there  was  a  rery  good 
reason.  The  tax  was  not  only  one  to  iriiicih  they 
bad  not  been  aoeostomed,  bat  it  fell  much  moie 
heary  upon  the  Southern  than  upon  the  Eastern 
States,  where  it  was  likewise  faiultar.  The  peo- 
pie  of  Virginia  had  never  been  discontented,  even 
when  paying  heary  taxes,  b^ore  the  institution  of 
the  Federal  GoTemment,  at  the  amount  of  tans 
themselres.  Their  dissatisfaction  arose  from  tha 
knowledge  that,  at  that  time,  but  a  small  part  of 
these  taxes  went  into  the  Public  Tremry.  Tha 
Collectors,  in  raising  the  reTonue,  i^ieealaled.^nii 
a  bad  paper  medium,  and  by  certam  manmunes, 
(which  the  member  did  not  exj^m,  but  wfaieh 
are  notoriously  known)  they  turned  the  greater 
part  of  what  they  received  into  their  own  |iock^ 
This  was  the  only  reason  why  the  Virginians  had 
formerly  discovered  discontent.  As  to  the  eubjeet 
before  the  Honse,  it  was  proper  to  choose  taxea 
the  laatt  uneqMd.  Tobacco  excise  was  a  baiden 
the  moet  wuaual.  It  fell  upon  the  poor  upon 
sailors,  day-laborers,  and  other  people  of  these 
classes,  while  the  rich  will  often  esc^  it  Muoh 
had  been  said  about  the  taxing  of  Inzor^.  The 
pleasures  of  life  consisted  in  a  series  oi  innoeent 
gratifications,  and  he  felt  no  satiifiustion  in  the 
prospect  of  their  beiujg  squeezed.  Sumptuary 
laws  had  never,  he  believed,  answered  anv  goM 

fiurpose.  Something  had  been  said  about  the  dif- 
erence  between  direct  personal  taxes,  and  those 
raised  by  indirect  means,  such  as  excise  and  cus- 
toms. He  quoted  an  author  of  respectable  ehaiac- 
ter  in  England,  who  estimated  the  expense  of 
limng  direct  taxes  in  that  country,  soch  as  the 
land  tax,  at  three  per  cent,  and  that  of  uplifting 
indirect  tai»s,  such  as  those  of  excise  and  cua- 
toms,  upon  the  whole,  at  thirty  per  ceot.*  Tha 
last  was,  perhaps,  an  exaggerattm,  and  mtn*  be, 


•  Some  Tflsn  mo,  Ifes  oxpenwof  collocUng  UiflrstMOis  rf 
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inparLacoDjeeture.  Bat  sucfa  a  cod jecture  proved 
that  the  proportioo  upoa  indirect  taxes  was  at 
least  very  coitsiderable.  Excise  had  at  first  been 
resorted  to  upon  a  few  manufactures.  The  deal- 
ers Indemnify  themselves  at  the  expense  of  their 
•customers.  At  Ute  same  time,  they  endeavored 
to  evade  the  duties,  and  thus  there  commences  a 
Juggle,  which  luu  many  bad  effects,  both  upon 
^uodustry  and  public  morals.  In  Europe,  when  to- 
Ixueo  u  excised,  the  Qov^nment  forbids  it  from 
being  idanted.  [Some  years  ago,  the  British  farm- 
ers were  obliged,  by  an  act  of  Parliament,  to  pull 
up  and  bum  their  tobacco,  before  it  was  full 
grown.]  No  such  measure,  he  hoped,  would  be 
adopted  here,  but  it  was  hard  to  say  where  the 
subject  might,  one  day,  end.  Statesmen,  in  gene- 
ral, do  not  study  the  liberty,  the  virtue,  or  the 
c<miforts  of  the  peoide,  but  merely  to  collect  as 
much  revenue,  as  they  can.  Taxes  are  not,  for 
^e  most  part,  the  w<h-e  of  patriotism.  An  excise 
establishes  in  America  would  discourage  the  emi- 
grations from  Europe,  that  might,  at  this  time,  be 
so  much  expected.  'He  was  determined  to  vote 
against  the  resolutimi. 

Mr.  Baldwin  considered  that  we  had  only  a 
cAotice  ^  otUm.  Udod  that  principle  he  preforred 
B  snuff  tax  to  a  land  tax. 

Mr.  FrrzBiHOHB  knew  a  time  when  the  land 
tax  of  Pennsylvania  cost  thirty  per  cent,  in  col- 
lecting it ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  officers  em- 
ployed were  more  numerous  than  all  the  revenue 
officers  of  the  Federal  Government  at  this  day, 
put  twether.  Mr.  F.  stated  the  former  to  have 
been  about  two  thousand. 

Mr.  QiLLON,  adverting  to  some  former  speeches, 
did  not  rise  to  compliment  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try which  had  sent  him  to  Congress.  His  consti- 
tuents were  men,  and  this  single  word  implied 
that  they  had,  like  the  rest  of  mankind,  the  com- 
mon virtues  and  vices  of  human  nature.  As  he 
had  only  been  a  few  days  in  that  House,  he  did 
not  pretend  to  nndmtand  the  present  question  of 
finance,  so  well  as  gmtlemen  who  had  devoted 
weeks  m  mcmths  to  the  subject  He  was  against 
both  excise  and  a  land  tax.  As  to  the  clause  of 
additional  duty  on  the  importation  of  manufac- 
tnxed  tobacco,  he  feared  that  diis  was  hut  a  bit  of 
gUding  to  cover  a  bad  ptU. 

The  clause  referred  to  by  Mr.  Oillom,  is  in 
these  words: 

«  Raohed,  That  there  he  an  additioiul  dvAy  of  four 
oenu  per  pound  upon  all  tobacco,  and  eight  cents  per 
pound,  on  lU  snuff  imported  into  the  United  States. 

Is  this  the  return  to  gentlemen  who  estaUish 
iMnufactures,  that  the  mranent  the  wheel  is  set 
agoing,  it  must  be  clogged  with  a  tax?  He  warned 
tSe  Ckimmittee  to  pnwei  in  this  matter  with  can- 
ticHi.  lest  they  should  exeite  a  spirit  of  disemitent 
m  the  coimtcy. 

The  Committee  then  divided  on  the  question. 

For  the  tax  on  manu&ctured  snuff  and  tobac- 
co 55,  agauist  the  tax  34. 

The  Committee  then  rose.  The  Chairman  re- 
ported pn^ress;  and  the  House  adjourned  tiU 
Monday  next. 


MoNojLT,  May  5. 
A  memorial  of  the  sugar  bakers  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  that  sugar  refined  within  the  United 
States  may  not  be  subjected  to  the  exax  datf 
proposed  to  be  laid  by  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  now  d^iending  bdbie  tkc 
House. 

Ordered.  That  the  said  memorial  be  rrferred  to 
the  Comnuttee  of  the  Whole  House  to  whom  ii 
committed  the  report  of  the  committee  ^ipmnled 
to  inquire  whether  any,  or  what,  further  or  other 
revalues  are  necessary  for  the  siipport  the  pob- 
lie  credit,  and,  if  forth «'  revenues  are  neeesstry, 
to  report  the  ways  and  means. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoqm 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "Ab 
act  for  the  remission  of  the  duties  on  eleven  koe- 
heads  of  coffee,  which  have  been  destroyed  ij 
fire,"  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House.  The  Senate  have  also  passed  the  bill,  en- 
titied  "  An  act  directing  a  detachment  fnm  the 
militia  of  the  United  States,"  with  several  amend- 
ments ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  n 
this  House. 

Mr.  Dbxtbh.  from  the  cnnmittM  a^oinied, 
presented  a  bill  authorizing  the  Prkbidskt  op 
THE  United  States  to  lav,  r^ulat^  and 
embargoes ;  which  was  reaa  twice  and  committea 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  cf 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitiOB 
of  Samuel  Franklin,  William  T.  Robinson,  and 
Abralum  Franklin :  Whereupon^ 

Re$olved,  by  the  Senate  and  Haute  of  Rem- 
Bentatveea  of  the  United  StaUa  of  America  in  O* 
greea  aseembled,  That  the  PsEBiDEnT  op  thi 
United  States  be  authorized  to  direct  clearinces 
to  be  granted  to  any  ships  or  vessels  belongiu  lo 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  which  arcnowwM' 
ed,  bound  from  any  port  in  the  United  SOiesm 
any  port  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  »ytlwg 
in  the  resolution  for  laying  the  embano  tolw 
cmtrarr  notwithstandiiw:  JPnvidod,  Tw,wm 
the  Collector  of  either  (ff  the  districts  the  umi- 
ed  States  shall  grant  clearances,  or  any  sw^J? 
sel  shall  sail,  the  owners  thereof  shall  gire  snm- 
cient  securitVi  to  the  satis&etion  of  such  CoUecto^ 
that  she  shall  not  unlade  her  cargo,  or  aoT 
thereof,  at  any  port  or  place,  previous  to  her  am- 
nl  at  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope. 

THE  PUBLIC  CREDIT. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
tee  of  the  Whofe  House  on  the  report  *™J 
mittee  appointed  lo  inquire  whether  any,  ■» 
what,  further  or  other  revenues  are  "^'^'•'■[il 
the  support  of  Public  Credit,  and,  if  further  rerr- 
nues  are  necessary,  to  report  the  ways  «id  m*^ 

Mr.  TnacT  mvred  that  the  aomber  d  cents 
pound  to  be  laid  on  tobaeeok  and  sanff  shnll  Kie" 

bUnk.  .  ^, 

Mr.  W.  Smith  saw  no  reaaon  for  1«"™^.T 
the  specification.  The  duty  was  not  fXt 
This  amendmuit  was  in  reality  undouig  au  um 
the  Committee  had  hem  about.  i_Mn4. 
Mr.  Tbaot  stated  his  reasons.  Hem*****^ 
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tha:  the  duty  on  tobu«o  wu  too  high,  and  that 
upon  snuff  too  low. 

Mr.  Giles  said,  that  the  price  of  the  raw  mate- 
rial was  two  cents,  or  two  and  an  half  per  pound, 
and  that  so  large  a  duty  wcwild  ahc^toer  knock 
up  the  manu&cture.  He  repeated  this  opinion, 
and  moved  that  tobacco  should  be  struck  out  of 
the  bill,  and  snnff  stand  at  eight  cents.  The  tea- 
son  of  this  distinction  was,  tut  the  {danters  could 
with  ease  mann&ctare  ttmwco,  so  as  to  serre  their 
own  consumption,  but  they  could  not,  so  easily, 
make  snuff. 

Mr.  FiTzaiuoNS  apprehended,  that  it  was  pro- 
per the  duty  should  be  reduced ;  especially  on  to- 
bacco. He,  therefore,  approved  the  motion  for 
leaving  the  duties  blank. 

Mr.S  HiLiE  considered  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tracv 
as  irr^pilar.  It  had  already  been  determined  that 
the  resolution  should  stand. 

Mr.  FiTZsiHONS  explained  to  him,  that  the 
question  decided  upon  Friday  was,  whether  the 
resolution  ought  to  be  struck  out  entirelvl  It  had 
been  determined  that  the  resolution  should  remain. 
But  stUL  as  to  the  aumttm  of  duty,  the  ducussim 
renuunea  open  to  tne  Committee. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Tbaoy  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolntion  was  next  read,  for  a  duty  oi  two 
cents  per  pound  upon  all  sugar  refined  within  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  S.  Shith  mored  that  the  duty  tm  sugar 
should  also  be  lefi  blank.  Mr.  W.  Smith  consi- 
dered this  practice  of  leariog  eTery  duty  Uank,  as 
reveTsiug  in  substance  what  the  Conmittee  had 
been  doing.   The  motion  passed. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  moved  again  that  the  whole  sugar 
clause  should  be  struck  out.  He  was  concerned 
in  the  manufacture  of  refined  sugar  j  but  he  saw 
no  good  reason,  lor  giving  a  silent  vote  merely  on 
that  account.  The  land-tax  will,  in  due  time,  come 
to  be  discussed ;  and  there  are  very  few  members 
in  the  Committee,  who  are  not  landholders.  But 
this  will  not  prevent  them  from  giving  their  optn- 
ioos.  He  should,  therefore,  iwoceed  to  ex^in  his 
sentiments  on  the  present  rcsdution.  On  sugar- 
baking  he  had  for  several  years  been  sinking  mo- 
ney. It  was  not  till  within  the  last  year,  that  he 
made  any  profit  by  the  adventure.  The  profits  on 
thia  business  were  very  precarious ;  and  he  had 
felt  the  full  force  of  this  disadvantage.  The  small- 
est inattention  on  the  part  of  the  person  appointed 
to  superintend  the  manufacture,  was  sufficient  to 
render  a  whole  baking  totally  useless  j  though  it 
was  frequently  worth  five  hundred  pounds ;  and 
he  had  twice  met  with  an  accident  of  this  nature. 
He  referred  to  the  oMection  of  Mr.  Dhxtbh,  where 
he  stated  that  he  (Mr.  S.)  had  advanced  as  a  fact 
that  £5,000  of  capital  were  necessary  to  pros- 
ecute the  manniacture  of  snuff.  In  that  five  tnou- 
sand  pounds,  he  did  not,  as  Mr.  Dexter  hfA  lup* 
poeed,  comprehend  house  rent  or  the  wages  of 
journeymen,  or  the  purchase  of  machinery.  He 
meant  to  say,  that  five  thousand  pounds  were 
citintinl  for  the  purchase  and  the  support  of  a 
proper  stock  of  the  materials  of  the  manufacture. 
He  would  have  given  this  explanation  on  Friday ; 
bat  aa  die  Committee  had  beaa  much  fatigued  by 
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the  leogth  of  the  discussion,  he  did  not  wish  to 
controvert  the  position  of  the  gentleman,  at  an  im- 
seasonable  time  of  day,  when  members  were  im- 
patient for  the  question.  He  now  declared  his 
meaning,  and  he  did  this  more  particularly,  that 
he  might  prevent  any  mistaken  notion  of  a  second 
assertUMi,  which  he  was  likewise  going  to  make* 
This  was,  that  in  order  to  carry  on  the  sagar- 
haking  manuAbctuie  with  advantage,  there  was 
required  an  active  caintal  fifty  thousand  doUan. 
This  was  exclusive  die  expense  of  pot4  and 
pans,  and  the  apparatus  of  instruments  wanted  for 
the  actual  operation. 

These  would  demand  sixteen  thousand  dollars 
additionaL  Even  the  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  ac- 
tive caipital  would  not  be  sufficient,  but  a  man  wh» 
commanded  fifty  thousand  dollars  had  likewise 
the  command  of  an  extensive  credit,  in  the  banks 
of  the  United  States.  He  assured  the  Committee, 
that  in  consequence  of  the  two  per  cent  duty,  the 
sugar-baking  would  require  a  double  amouiut  of 
capital,  to  what  it  formerly  did.  This  assertion 
he  illustrated  by  a  variety  of  arithmetical  calcn- 
lations. 

Thus,  said  Mr.  S-^  when  a  man  of  property  has 
adventured  his  capital,  in  establishing  an  Ameri- 
can manuActoce,  yon  come  down  upon  him  with 
an  excise.  You  tell  him,  in  the  style  d  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  whom  I  do  not  now 
see  in  his  place — [he  referred  to  a  part  of  tha 
speech  of  Mr.  Dextbr  oa  Friday  last]  we  hare 
protected  you  for  suae  time  pwit,  and  we  an 
therefore  entitled  to  treat  you  in  time  coming,  as 
we  plefise. 

Mr.  S.  argued,  that  this  was  no  encouragement 
to  a  merchant  to  hazard  his  capital.  Oenliemea 
would  say,  that  nails  are  no  luxury ;  we  shall  not 
tax  them.  He  considered  this  report  on  excise  as 
the  opening  wedge.  When  once  taxes  on  mann- 
factures  have  begun,  where  are  they  to  stop  t  He 
saw  not,  in  the  report,  any  notiee  oi  a  drawback 
on  the  exportati<m  of  sugar  manufactured  ia  Amfr> 
nca.  He  had  already  fhlly  exidaincd  his  idn. 
relative  to  an  enisc ;  and  he  shcnld  not  therefoca 
trouble  the  House  any  forther.  One  of  the  chief 
reasons  for  which  he  had  risen  at  all  was,  that  he 
had  been  misunderstood  by  the  member  from 
Massachusetts,  as  to  the  amount  of  capita  requi- 
site for  the  erection  of  a  snuff  manufiietory.  He 
was  satisfied  that  this  duty  would  end  in  the  rua 
of  sugar-baking  establishmenta. 

Mr.  FiTzsiHONa. — Since  ever  he  had  been  in  a 
L^elattve  bodVf  he  had  been  a  friend  to  the  ma- 
nuiacturers  of  this  country.  The  gmdeman  who 
spoke  last  had  not  cravinced  him,  that  the  two 
cents  of  duty  would  nuke  a  double  ca[atal  neees* 
sary,  or  that  the  duty  would  demolish  the  mau- 
&cture.  He  vas  of  oiuuiion,  that  the  dnty  mi^ 
be  so  modified,  as  not  to  huure  the  iaterett  of  the 
sugar-bakers.  There  woold  be  adi^ted  a  jfiopm 
mode  protecting  the  maanfteture  by  non-uip 
pOTtation  duties ;  ura  it  had  been  designed  by  the 
select  committee  to  give  a  suitaUe  drawback  on 
exportation.  He  said,  that  raw  sugars  wete  at 

E resent  but  fifteen  shillings  per  hundred  weight, 
[e did  not  leckoa  sagar  a  Inznry.  It  waaaaar- 
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tielfi  of  universal  oonimnptioD.  He  pledged  him- 
self to  the  Conmittee  that  nnless  the  excise  could 
be  i^Med  OB  such  a  foodng  as  not  to  injure  the 
feeliKgs  and  interest  of  the  manv&ctorer,  he  would 
Tote  aflabut  it. 

Mr.  AlnHLBMBBBO  (the  Speaker)  obserred,  that 
be  was  also  engaged  in  the  business  of  refining 
sugar,  and  therefne  could,  in  some  measwe,  speak 
frnn  ezperienee.  The  Ctmimittee,  in  laying  tnese 
daties,  bad,  at  it  appewed  to  him,  ccntempwted  a 
war;  tf  twt  ahou)^  take  place,  this  Amd  would 
■ptofe  fidlacimi&  beeanse,  auring  the  war,  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  the  raw  material  could  not  be 
bffougat  into  the  countoy  to  support  the  manufac- 
ture. This  had  been  the  case  m  the  last  war,  and 
whatcrer  rdianee  gtetiemen  mi^t  luire  on  the 
iaqwrtatioB  of  sugar  dewing  a  war,  on  the  supfdies 
Auuiahed  by  suocessftil  privateers,  that  was  msuf- 
fident  and  too  incertain  to  enable  the  manufac- 
turers sugar  to  proceed  with  such  regularity  as 
Aeu  bnaiaess  required.  In  ritort,  it  would,  in  a 
great  measure,  stop  the  business,  and  induce  the 
owners  to  tuns  their  caiMtal,  at  least  for  a  time, 
into  other  channels.  He  was  also  of  opinion  that 
refined  sqgar  already  bore  too  high  a  price,  owing 
to  tlw  high  jvioe  o{  raw  siuar,  which  was  much 
bernd  'Mist  hu  ot^eague  [Mr.  PiTzsiHONa]  sta- 
lad,  fifteea  doUars  per  cwt,  and  that  lud  already 
leaaaned  the  dernaad  and  cwtawnption,  yrhicn 
•fenr  one  now  concerned  in  the  Imsiness  could 
testify.  If,  therefore,  two  cents  were  added  to  the 
pneeit  price,  it  would  lessen  the  consumption  still 
matt,  and  thereby  materially  injure  the  manufac- 
ture. He  further  observed,  that  owing  to  thepro- 
baUe  c^itne  of  die  French  i^nds,  sugars  in  Eng- 
farnd  must  be  very  low,  and  as  that  country  paid 
but  8«.  6d.  per  owt.  on  raw  sugar  and  a  drawback 
of  23s.  was  allowed  on  every  cwt.  of  refined  sugar 
exported,  that  operated  as  a  bounty,  and  enaued 
merchants  to  import  it  comiderabH'  cheaper  than 
ikeoaU  be  mantrfaetured  here.  This  had  been 
ih»  oaie  last  yeat  in  tite  Southern  States,  and  pro- 
laUir  would  be  so  again,  unless  a  mu^  hi^ier  duty 
wualaid  tm  imported  siuars  than  the  Conumttee  at 
first  contemidated.  Me  then  called  for  the  read- 
iag  of  the  memorial  from  the  sugar  reftnos  w^h 
was  this  imf  read  in  the  House. 

The  nwmonal  was  read,  and  stated,  among 
other  particidars,  that  thwe  were  only  seventeen 
sogar^nkeries  in  the  United  States.  The  tax  was 
estimated  to  iffodnee  fifty  thousand  dollars  {  and 
this  aam  the  pn&u  of  the  bnaness  would  not  dts- 
^aige. 

Mr.  PiifDUtT  said,  that  seventeen  houses  were 
too  small  m  number  to  protect  themselves  from  the 
aim  of  the  Ijegialamre.  He  was  afraid  they  would 
be  crushed  by  their  duty.  The  member  went  into 
SDDU  fivther  remarks  on  the  bad  consequoaces  of 
this  laode  «f  exaetimr  revenue. 

Mr.^MWMK^— Thtiehas  been  murii  repeti- 
tion kk  disenssinff  this  question.  The  member 
from  Pouuyhania  [BIr.  nmur]  had  said  that 
seventeen  sugar  houses  were  Mo  small  a  number 
to  row*  ngeiieralaentinent  a  their  favor.  This 
mHMatall.  BveryMy  made  use  of 
[every  oae,  tbenfrn^  mm  interested  in 


having  it  as  cheep  as  possiUe.  As  to  the  proprie- 
ty of  laying  an  excise  upon  manufactures,  a  large 
majority  of  the  House  have  already  declared  them- 
selves in  favor  of  the  principte  in  general.  If  there 
was  only  one  sugar  bouse  in  the  United  States, 
and  only  one  inspection  required  for  collecting  the 
whole  fifty  thousand  dollars  expected  from  the 
tax,  Mr.  S.  would  like  it  so  much  the  better.  The 
dnwback  granted  in  Britain  upon  the  exportation 
of  rebied  sugar  is,  in  reality,  a  bounty  on  the  mir 
nnfacture  ot  the  article.  We  must  take  care  to 
add  a  large  enough  duty  on  the  importation  of  it 
into  this  country  .tocounteract  the  efleets  of  the  Bri- 
tish boimly  J  and  this  precaution  will  be  still  more 
necessary,  as  our  American  refined  siwar  will  come 
higher  on  account  of  this  excise.  Much  has  been 
said,  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  about  oppre5.sioD. 
What  do  gentlemen  propose  to  make  of  tnis  trite 
word  7  If  they  will  reiterate  their  argaments  on 
this  question  over  and  over  again,  iniat  can  be 
said  to  hinder  them  t  If,  in  contempt  of  all  expe* 
rieoce,  gentlemen  persist  in  saying  that  an  excise 
duty  is  paid,  not  br  the  customer,  but  by  the  ma- 
nufacturer mmseu;  and  if,  because  the  L^slatnre 
has  authority  to  lay,  when  they  please,  any  amount 
per  pound  on  sugar,  membos  a^e  against  aU 
taxes  wlutereT,  it  is  impossible' to  give  mem  any 
aatiaftetory  uiswer.  We  know  t&t  enrytlknig 
may  be  abused.  We  know  that  the  Le^islatwe 
have  it  their  power  to  lay  a  laive  amount  of  duty 
on  every  pound  of  sugar ;  we  niow,  at  the  same 
time,  that  they  never  will  do  any  such  thing. 

Mr.  S.  Shitb  exphdned.  He  did  not  mean  to 
say  that  the  tax  would  be  augmented  to  an  un- 
limited excess  upon  any  single  article ;  but  that 
taxes  would  be  multi^ied  on  all  manufactures. 

Mr.  Smilie  said,  that  things  of  this  sort  came 
on  by  dcffrees.  Bxcise  was  at  first  light  in  Eng- 
land, and  only  on  a  few  manufactures.  It  vras 
then  by  degrees  augmented,  and  extended  over 
soap,  candles,  leadier,  starch,  and  an  endless  mul- 
titude of  other  articles.  The  cider  tax  continued 
as  unpopular  in  Enriaud  at  this  day,  as  it  was 
when  first  impoeed.  He  had  no  doubt  of  such  an 
excise  being  introduced  here }  and  if  the  people  ot 
Bngland,solongfamiliar  with  heavy  taxes,  borediis 
excise  on  cider  with  such  reluctance,  the  citteens 
of  the  United  States  would  stUl  less  submit  to  it, 
and  their  discontent  mi|^t  be  attended  with  dan- 
gerous consequences.  Will  not  this  set  of  resolu- 
tions for  an  excise,  at  present  before  the  Commit 
tee,  lay  the  foundation  for  an  universal  American 
excise?  He  deprecated  the  system  in  generaL 
He  did  not  lay  me  fkult  of  its  efi^ts  upon  this  or 
that  Chrvemment.  Thejr  were  ingrafted  in  the 
nature  of  the  thing  itself.  An  excise,  in  its  very 
outset,  is  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  freemen^  in- 
dependent of  the  extent  to  which  it  might  or  might 
not  be  earned,  and  whether  it  opprttwd  the  ma- 
nn&etiirer,  or  did  not  oppress  him,  by  makinc  his 
house  liable  to  be  searened,  at  dl  hours,  it  vitnated 
the  itttural  sanetour  of  domesde  lifib.-  It  etentes 
a  number  of  artifieiu  crimes ;  an  eddlthNial  code 
of  laws  must  be  invented,  in  order  to  punish  them ; 
and  this  punbhment  cannot  be  inflicted  without 
the  rain  of  AmeticftB  ei^sent,  or  nqflected,  wiA- 
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oatdwimnof  AMriQucadaeTeTaniiet.  Whtt 
miMUeft  ka.n  not  ezdw  laws  prottnoed  in  Btkg- 
undi  IthubeufoiuidMeeMrrtofonnanew 
set  or  tawa,  in  wkieh  the  Bdtiih  mbwete  han 
lost  the  protectioD  of  a  trial  by  jary.  Urn  Mr.  8. 
md  a  pasaa^  on  this  sutgect  Uom  Bladmme, 
voieh  IS  m  these  words : 

**AU  trids  cf  oAmcm  mA  <Ms,oOBtMt7to  «be 
km  «rUke  exdsB,  ami  odw  bnuchM  of  the  nveavw, 
wre  to  be  inqnoed  Into,  nd  dslsrnrined  by  the  Oon- 
lUMBoners  of  the  nspective  d^NUtmeDti^  or  by  JusticM 
of  the  Peace  in  the  country ;  officen,  who  aie  all  of 
them  appointed  and  removable  at  the  diaoetion  of  the 
Crown.  And  thongh  ancb  convictioiu  are  abeolately 
BBCBssaiy  for  the  doe  collection  of  the  public  money,  and 
are  a  spedea  (d'men^  to  the  deUnquenta,  who  would  be 
imned  1^  the  expenae  and  delay  of  frequent  proaecu- 
ttona  by  action  or  indictment ;  and  tlu>uf  h  auch  has 
nasally  been  Ae  conduct  of  tiie  Commiarionera,  aa  sel- 
dom, iT  evw,  to  afibrd  juat  gronnda  to  complain  of  op- 
presrian,  yet,  when  we  ^ain  consider  Ihe  variotta  and 
abnoat  innumerable  branches  of  tbia  rerenue,  whidi  may 
be  in  tfanr  tanm  the  aubjeots  of  fimud,  or  at  least  eom- 
i^ainta  of  fiaad,  and  of  coone,  the  oUeels  <rf'tbHi  aum- 
uiyattdariiiOT  jnriadietioa;  wa  shall  And  that  the 
power  af  dtaaa  (Aena  of  the  down  over  thf  property 
of  the  people,  ii  increaaed  to  a  very  formidable  bright.*' 
Mr.  S.  said,  that  he  was  not  fond  of  troublii^ 
the  House  with  long  quotatioBs,  bat  the  piesent 
came  exactly  to  the  point.  A  system  of  excise 
was  contrary  to  the  sfuit  of  the  GtMistitutioii  of  a 
free  coonby^and  in  opposUaou  totheCoutitMioa 
of  the  United  Sutes. 

Mr.  Dayton  declared,  Uiat  he  could  not  sit  in 
silence  to  hear  this  sort  of  reastning.  Did  the 
gentleman  imagine  that  the  present  cszcise  was  to 
be  impoaed  wantonly  ?  Are  we  not  in  great  ne- 
cessity for  mraiey  7  There  were  but  three  objects 
of  taxation,  commerce,  maanfactures,  and  agri- 
cultme.  The  first  had  been  pretty  well  burdened 
already.  The  luxuries  of  the  second  were  now  to 
be  taxed ;  or,  in  other  words,  every  man  wis  to  tax 
himself.  He  confided  in  the  wisdom  of  the 
House,  that  this  measwe  would  pass.  If  this  r»- 
aolnlioB  were  to  be  strvek  out,  what  shall  we  do 
DttKt  t  Let  US  see  another  tax,  and  we  shall  choose 
between  them.  But  no  gentleman  can  show  any  ex- 
pedient preferable  to  that  before  the  Committtee. 

Mr.  S.  Shitb.— Raise  that  seven  and  an 
per  cent,  of  duty  on  wares  and  merehandise  to  ten 
per  cent.;  that  will  do.  But  people  who  object  to 
a  bad  tax  are  not,  therefore,  obliged  to  find  a  bet- 
ter in  its  place.  Any  abuae  whaterer  may  be  de- 
fended in  this  way.  A  gentleman  fVom  BCassa- 
ekosetts  {Mr.  Seoowiok]  had  said,  that  as  there 
ware  only  seventeen  sugar  houses  in  the  United 
States,  iCwasM  much  the  better.  Bo  by  this  role, 
It  wns  ao  matter  whatdegrea  of  hardship  was  im- 
posed on  the  numufacturer,  provided  that  a  reve- 
rae  could  be  got  by  it.  To  show  tha  Oommittoe 
that  he  was  aot  disposed  to  give  vmton  oppasi- 
tion  to  taxes,  Mr.  S.  iafonned  (hsm,  tint  the  ex- 
am  IMS  spiriu  had  put  an  end  to  a  didiUeff  wdiieh 
he  .had  formerly  set  op.  The  building  was  now 
lyipff  waste ;  and  his  whole  expeaaes  were  eaat 
%My,  But  of  this  he  had  not  complained  at  the 
tiiaia,«Dd  he  did  not  Mmpkia  aov;  beea«Bt«ha 


wasooBvtnead  that  the  excise  on  spirits  was,  upon 
the  whole,  of  advantage  to  this  country.  For  ikia 
Ecascn,  Mr.  S.  had  submitted  withcnit  rehictanoe 
to  the  roin  of  his  distillery,  ss  from  local  causes, 
the  excise  had  been  minous  to  the  distilleries  os 
the  Southem  State,  it  was,  taken  all  toselher, 
aa  advantageous  measure,  and  he  cheerAiiry  sub- 
mitted to  hu  loss ;  but  now  he  found  they  weee  to 
come  back  again  upon  him,  and  destroy  his  sugar 
house,  ^ch  he  thought  somewhat  hard.  Mr.  S. 
here  adverted  to  a  mi^ake  that  he  had  made  in  a 
former  part  of  the  delate.  He  had  said,  that  k 
required  ^bout  thfee  pounds  ci  unrefined  sugar  to 
make  one  pound  of  refined  sngar.  liiia  was  a 
mistake ;  the  proportioo  of  unre&ed  mgar  was,  he 
believed,  less  thsin  two  pounds ;  though  coneoaed 
in  the  sugar  baking,  he  knew  nothi^}  of  it  as  a 
professMHt.  He  aeva  had  set  his  foot  twiee  wMi- 
in  his  own  house  since  he  built  it. 

[Several  members  had  adverted  in  the  course  of 
preceding  speeobes  to  this  misstetemeat  Mr.  S. 
SmitbJ 

Mr.  UooMUB  did  not  think  that  two  cents  per 
pouad  would  destroy  the  sugw  business. 

Bfr.  NioaoLAa,  having  so  lately  treqiassed  en 
the  patience  of  the  Committee,  bad  not  intended 
to  trouble  them  again.  But  the  geDtlemea  who  , 
favoired  the  excise  aystem  wanted  to  make  it  pass 
through  the  Conunittee  with  aa  edot  which  it  did 
notdMerve.  He  expressed  his  av«sion  to  excise  ia 
^eral,  because  it  was,  at  best,  from  its  essence, 
mseparably  connected  with  vexation,  the  multi- 
plicati<»i  of  oaths,  of  false  informationa  for  smug- 
gling, and  acquittances  at  an  heavy  exp»se  frm 
such  accusations.  The  moment  we  bwin  an  ei^ 
cise,  that  moment  the  mischief  begins.  'Hie  small- 
est modicum  of  this  sort  cannot  tw  raised  without 
oppression,  hir.  N.  adverted  to  the  idea  of  making 
people  not  only  pay  taxM,  but  fiul  them.  It  was 
firmly  hia  opinion,  that  direct  taxes  ware  the  hee^ 
both  as  being  the  least  expensive  in  the  coUectiei^ 
and  as  tending  more  than  any  odurs,  to  keep  the 
attention  of  ue  pec^  sttiedy  fixed  on  the  way 
in  which  their  money  shall  be  expended. 

Mr.  FmnLHT  apake  for  a  short  time.  OeirtU- 
men  might  find  a  difficulty  in  aasweriag  argn- 
meats,  and  so  call  them  repetitions,  and  deeuure 
them  not  worthy  an  answer.  But  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  deny,  that  exoiee  was  inconsistent  with  per- 
sonal liberty,  and  the  spirit  of  the  American 
Constitution.  Mr.  Findlby  went  over  sevml  re- 
marks that  have  already  oeeamd  in  the  eoune  at 
this  discussion. 

Mr.  W.  Shitb,  <4aaved,  th^  thejpeneml  ques- 
tion of  excise  had  been  canvassed,  a  low  dayeage^ 
and  therefore  gentlemen  employed  their  ingenattjr 
to  very  little  jrarpose,  in  attsckiag  whtt  had  bce|k 
60  lately  decided  upon.  If  objections  were  to  be  ^ 
made  to  every  tax,  and  every  sum  of  duty  was  to 
be  left  Uank,  nhat  was  the  occasion  for  appoint- 
inga  select Coasmitlee  of  Wa^  and  Means?  One 
gentleman  insisted  upwi  atribag  out  of  this  rcso- 
itttioB;  another  on  the  striking  oat  of  that  resdn- 
ti«i,  tdl  in  short  they  would  kave  nothing  at  all. 
Thu  proceediiqr  remndad  Mr.  M.  of  a  story  ia 
the  ftbksofPhadraa.  A  man,  wheee  head  was 
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eoTered  with  Uack  and  gray  hairs,  had  two  foade 
iHends.  One  of  them,  who  desired  that  he  should 
have  a  youthful  appeanmce,  carefuUv  pulled  out 
some  <k  his  ney  hairs,  as  often  as  he  paid  her  a 
Tisit.  The  other  lady,  who  wanted  him  to  look 
like  an  old  man,  was  mduEtrions  in  pulling  out  the 
black  hairs.  Between  their  joint  endeaTors,  he 
became  bald.  Thus,  said  Mr.  M.,  by  the  time  that 
«very  gentlemen  has  done  with  {ducking,  we  shall 
Jkare  nothing  of  the  report  left.  It  was  needless 
to  make  reports,  if  they  were  to  be  thus  destroyed. 
All  ihe  ways  and  means  that  had  been  yet  pre- 
aented,  if  we  lay  the  land  tax  out  of  them,  are  lit- 
tle enough  to  serre  for  the  appropriations  already 
made.  It  is  very  easy  to  make  plausible  and  in- 
genious objections  to  erery  thing.  But  plausible 
objections  produced  no  money,  which  must  be  had, 
«no  had  immediately,  by  some  way  or  other.  A 
gentleman  [Mr.  S.  ShithJ  had  sai^  that  the  seven 
and  an  half  per  cent,  of  impost  should  be  raised 
to  ten  per  cent,  and  that  this  would  be  a  proper 
compensation  for  laying  aside  the  excise  system. 
That  was  indeed  but  a  sandy  foundation  to  boild 
such  an  assertion  upon.  He  adduced  a  variety  of 
other  ai^uments  to  show  the  impropriety  of  this 
aehemc  a  objecting  to  erarr  thiuff.  He  pressed 
the  Committee,  in  the  most  foicibw  and  interest- 
ing manner,  to  consider  what  they  were  about, 
and  what  was  to  become  of  public  credit,  and  na- 
tional defen^  if  they  refused  to  vote  for  the  re- 
quisite supplies  to  maintain  tiie  one  and  the  other. 

On  diTicTing  the  Committee  upon  the  for^(»ng 
motion  of  Mr.  S.  Smith,  for  strikug  out  the  whole 
nsotuUon,  there  were  for  the  striking  out  25 — 
against  the  motion  35. 

filr.  Ltmah  TOted  for  keeping  in  the  resolution, 
but  on  this  condition,  that  the  sum  should  be  left 
blank.   He  made  a  motion  to  this  purpose. 

Mr.  Sboowige.  If  the  sum  o{  duty  be  struck 
out,  it  is  impossible  to  determine  what  is  to  be  the 
duty  inipoBed  <n  refined  sugar  imported  from  Eng- 
land, u  the  duty  on  importation  to  be  too  high, 
then  by  driviiw  foreign  sugan  out  of  the  market, 
we  five  the  American  sugar  baker  a  monopoly 
aoautst  his  customers  at  home.  On  &e  other  hand, 
if  we  lay  too  little  duty  on  the  importation  of  fo- 
teign  sugars,  the  foreign  manufiwture  will  under- 
•ell  that  <^  America. 

The  motion  was  withdmwn. 

The  next  resolution  in  die  report  was  read,  and 
is  as  follows: 

"  Beaaieed,  That  after  the       day  of  every  yet- 

■m  selling  distiUed  qnrits  or  wines,  for  consnmption  out 
4rf  their  own  dweOmgs ;  diitiUed  spizitf  in  less  qoantity 
than  twcnfrf  gallons;  wines  in  less  quanti^  dian  thirtr 
nUcHU,  except  in  the  Muinal  cask  or  paduge  in  which 
UMgr  were  jn^orted,  diall  ^e  out  Uosases  to  aotfiDriM 
the  sale  of  such  distilled  spirits  and  wines,  and  shall  pay, 
aannsUy,  Cw  a  license  to  sell  all  foreign  distilled  sprits, 
five  dtdhrs;  for  a  license  to  sell  all  wines,  five  dollars:" 

The  resolution  passed  the  Committee. 

BIr.  CbAaK  then  informed  the  Committee,  that 
when  tb«y  had  got  through  the  report,  he  had  a 
motion  in  his  himd,  which  he  intended  to  lay  be- 
fore the  House.  ratd  this  motion.  The  sub- 
MHMe  of  it  wai|tbat,OTer  aad  above  all  duties  im- 


posed on  the  importation  of  faragn  eommoditiee 
mto  this  country,  an  addition  of  ten  per  cent  of 
extra  dutjr  shall  be  laid  on  all  articles  the  growth 
or  manuractore  of  Great  Britain. 
The  next  resolution  is  in  these  words : 
"  Jte$ohed,  That  the  ram  of  seven  hundred  and  Utj 
thousand  dollars  be  raised  by  direct  tax,  for  the  yesr 
one  thonsand  seven  hondred  and  nine^-four,  to  be 
sftpottraied  ammg  the  States,  agreeably  to  the  luk 
peseribed     the  Censlilation:'' 

A  moticai  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Lthar  fin 
striking  out  this  resdution.  He  otwerved,  that  this 
resolution  was  supposed  to  contemplate  a  land  tax. 
as,  in  the  abstract  of  the  report,  it  was  called  direct 
taxes  OD  land.  This  being  the  case,  he  should  be 
ubli^d.  from  not  only  a  regard  to  his  constituents, 
particularly,  but  in  a  ^neral  leg&rd  to  the  whtde 
Union,  to  make  a  motion  to  strute  out  the  resolu- 
tion. He  said,  that  he  hadadifferent  opinion  on  tbiti 
subject  from  those  gentlemen  for  whom  he  had 
the  highest  respect,  and  whose  opinions  had,  os 
many  occasions,  fully  coincided  with  his  own.  He 
should  not  now  take  up  the  time  of  the  Committee 
in  reconciling  thisseenung  inecmsistency^  otherwise 
than  by  obwrvin^,  that  he  supposed  it  must  be 
owing  to  the  variation  of  the  tenure  of  land?  in 
the  different  States ;  that  whilst  in  some  States  the 
lands  were  pretty  well  distributed  md  held  in  small 
parcels  by  those  w^o  cnltiTated  them,  in  otber 
States  they  were  held  in  larger  quantities  and  cnl- 
i  tivated  in  a  different  way.  A  tax  on  them  there- 
fore, which  in  the  one  case  might  be  considered 
unacceptable*  would  profaaUy  be  less  so  in  the 
other.  However,  speculative  opinims  in  questions 
of  this  sort  were  but  a  feeUe  opposition  to  fact  and 
experiment.  To  these  he  would  pray  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee.  In  this  country,  some  of 
the  States  at  least  have  made  the  experiment.  Ii 
had  proved  oppressive,  excited  discontents^  and 
even  convulsed  the  Government.  The  experienet 
of  other  countries  did  not  furnish  much  inore  6- 
vorable  argumrats,  if  his  recollection  and  infotin- 
ation  were  correct  as  he  thought  they  were.  !i 
the  RefHtbltc  (tf  Rrane  they  never  had  a  land  tax. 
It  had  Its  odious  migin  under  the  tyranny  of  the 
Emperors,  in  France,  they  have  no  land  tax. 
This,  in  that  country,  he  was  sensible,  was  con- 
plained  of,  but  it  must  have  been  because  the 
lands  were  held  by  the  nobility,  to  whom  it  ptor- 
ed  an  exemption  nom  the  burdens  (^society,  asd 
from  that  cause  the  exemption  was  disagreeable 
to  the  people ;  but  had  the  lands  been  of  a  diSerat 
tenure  there  would  have  been  no  such  complstot. 
How  stood  the  ease  in  Eoj^and,  a  country  wbeie 
every  species  of  taxatirai  was  carried  to  its  utmost 
stretch  1  Their  land  tax  was  a  mere  trifle  com- 
pared with  their  other  impositions ;  and,  triflio?  ^ 
It  was,  they  embraced  every  occasion,  when  no* 
pressed  by  pardoular  exigencies,  requiring  the  vt* 
most  exertions,  to  leasea  it,  from  an  appfchenuiw 
(rf  exciting  mwasiaeas  and  tumult.  Indeed  he  did 
not  know  out  it  might  theie  be  deemed  a  modif 
relic  of  their  former  slavish  tenures.  Undertbes* 
impressifms,  and  tiie  consideratiott  of  the  exji^f 
1^  colleeting  a  tax  of  this  sort,  he  hoped  it  woel< 
noiaowbc  lemted  to.  He  supposed  the  6al«e( 
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Committee  had  made  the  report  onder  apprehen- 
sioBs  of  more  danger  from  abroad,  than  was  said 
aow  to  threaten  us.  We  are  now  told  that  afl^rs 
abroad  wear  a  more  friendly  aspect.  He  hoped  it 
was  the  case ;  no  one  could  wish  more  sincerely 
than  he  did,  that  it  would  prove  so }  but  if  it  should 
notjueither  he,  norany  American  would,  he  trust- 
ed, oe  averse  to  any  species  ot  laxatim  necessary 
10  our  defence  and  protection,  and  to  give  the 
foil  est  tmeration  to  our  whole  force.  He  did  not 
forget,  that,  in  discussing  the  business  of  ways  and 
means,  it  had  been  said,  that  all  taxation  was  ob- 
jectionable, and  that  a  motion  for  striking  out  any 
part  of  the  sum  necessary,  ought  to  be  accompa- 
nied with  a  sQceedaneum.  He  would  Uierefore 
suggest  increasing  the  impost  duties,  foreign  ton- 
nage, or  even  the  excise  duties.  Xne  impost  on 
many  articles  was  not  nearly  so  high  as  it  might 
well  be  noade ;  the  collection  could  be  made  with 
little  additional  expense,  and  with  great  certainty. 
There  need  be  no  new  officers.  Interest,  policy, 
every  motive  conspired  to  abandon  this  tax  on 
laud,  and  embrace  one  more  easy  and  convenient 
He  said,  as  little  as  he  wished  to  see  the  public 
debt  inereased,  and  nobody  had  a  less  desire  of 
such  an  erat,  yet  he  would  sooner  ptefaa  small 
lotn  fiv  the  possible  deficiencies  of  the  curmt 
year. 

Mr.  Scott  rose.  Mr.  CLaitK  was  up  at  the  same 
time.  The  latter  gentleman,  observed,  that  he  had 
been  np  some  time  before,  but  he  was  so  small, 
that  gentleman  could  not  see  him.  He  did  not 
object  to  a  land  tax^  considered  as  such,  but  he 
hu  a  temporary  objection.  Did  gentlemen  con- 
sider in  what  time  of  the  session  they  were  1  The 
0nion  consists  of  fifteen  States  all  different  in 
their  laws,  and  i%  their  local  circumstances.  The 
land  tax  was  a  matter  of  infinite  difiSculty,  and 
would  of  itself  require  at  least  a  month  to  discuss 
it.   He  therefore  wished  that  it  might  lie  over. 

Mr.  Heath  did  not  take  up  much  of  the  time  of 
the  House  in  general.  But  he  rose  to  say,  that 
there  were  many  expedients  more  palatable  than 
a  land  tax.  Why  not  la;^  a  tax  upon  all  kinds  of 
shopkeepers?  This  project  had  formerly  been 
very  popular  in  Virgmia.  Why  ma  the  selling 
of  wine,  dec,  taxed  at  so  small  a  rate  as  five  doU 
lars? 

Mr.  Scott  then  rose.  He  said  that  he  was  sur- 

Biaed  at  their  calling  this  resolution  a  land-tax. 
e  saw  no  such  thing  about  it.  It  might  be  a  poll- 
tax.  He  was  infomKd,  that  it  was  mentiooed  in 
the  preamble  as  a  land-tax,  but  he  was  to  look  to 
the  resolution  itself,  where  he  certainly  saw  no 
such  thing.  A  land-tax  must  be  very  unequal. 
One  man  would  pay  asmuch  for  ten  acres,  as  ano- 
ther for  a  thousand.  He  recommended,  in  pre- 
ference, a  general  tax  on  property;  no  matter 
whether  by  land  or  water.  Tne  resoiuuoa  spoke 
of  the  Conatitation.  He  knew  no  notice  taken  in 
the  Conatitatim  of  any  such  matter.  He  con- 
sidered it  as  impracticaue,  without  dMtroying  the 
Coitstitntimi,  and  how  it  could  be  levied  was  be- 
yond hia  comprehension.  He  did  not  conciu  with 
some  gentlemen  for  whom  he  had  a  great  respect 
(refuring  perhaps  to  Mr.  SHUj^  and  Mr,  Nicbo- 


uab)  that  invisible  taxes  were  daagerous.  Hit 
could  see  nothing  of  that,  in  order  to  make  people 
happy,  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  goad  in  theii 
sides.  He  could  not  imagine  that  American  liber- 
ty must  be  in  danger,  unless  American  citizens 
are  harassed  by  direct  taxes.  That  the  accounts 
publi^ed  from  the  Public  Treasury  very  folly 
showed  the  people  in  what  way  their  mon^y  was 
expended,  and  the  peo|^  had  sagacity  enough  to 
know  that  whatever  money  came  from  the  Trev 
sury  must  be  theirs.  If  they  do  not  like  the  way 
in  which  they  see  it  laid  out.  they  wUI  send  to 
this  place  other  men,  who  will  do  their  business 
more  to  their  satisfaction.  He  again  adverted  to 
there  being  no  notice  whatever  of  land  in  this  re- 
solution. iMx.  W.  Smith  explained  that  there 
had  been  a  mistake  or  omission  of  a  word  in  print- 
ing  the  report.]  Mr.  Soorr  recommended  a  tax 
on  the  funds.  All  the  countenance  ever  given  to 
funding  systems,  in  all  the  countries  of  the  world, 
all  the  books  that  ever  had  been  written  about 
them,  never  could  convince  him  that  such  a  tax 
was  imjust.  He  was  firmly  persuaded,  that  in  the 
exigoicies  of  a  nation,  all  sorts  of  property  should 
be  taxed,  because  all  sorts  of  property  required  tfi 
be  defended.  He  was  quite  satisfied  that  all  pro- 
perty should  defend  itself:  that  is,  should  pay  for 
Its  own  defence.  He  would  cheBrfnUy  submit  his 
own  property  to  a  goieral  tax.  were  it  even  to  half 
its  value,  if  such  an  impost  were  necessary  foe  the 
ludepeodence  of  America. 

Mr.  Nicholas,  Mr.  Clabk,  and  Mr.  Seqgwick, 
spoke  a  few  words. 

The  Committee  rose  without  a  division  on  the 
resolution.  The  Chairman  reported  ^ogress,  and 
the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  May  6. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  the  remission  of  the  duties  on  eleven  h(^Wds 
of  cofiee,  which  have  been  destroyed  by  fire,"  was 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  directing  a  detachment  from  the  Militia 
of  the  United  States}"  an^  the  same  being  read, 
were  agreed  ta 

Mr.  CoFFiH,  from  the  committee  ai^>ointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  supidementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  Useful  Arts 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Houml 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  of 
this  House^ "  To  authorize  the  Pbesubbmt  to  grant 
clearances  in  the  case  of  ships  or  vessels  nowload- 
ed.  and  bwud  to  any  port  beyond  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,"  with  an' amendment}  to  which  they 
aesire  the  cmcurrence  ot  tau  House. 

TheHouseproceededtoconsiderthe  said  amend- 
ment, and,  the  same,  being  readj  was  disagreed  to* ' 

Mr.  Jebehiah  Waoswortb.  from  the  managers 
appointed  on  the  part  of  this  blouse  to  attent  fthe 
conference  with  the  Senate,  on  the  subject-matter 
of  the  amendment  depending  between  the  two 
Houses  to  the  bill,  entitled  "£1  act  to  encooiaga 
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ttie  reeniitiBg  serrie^"  mtAe  ft  report ;  and, 
nme,  being  read,  wis,  <m  the  question  put  there- 
«|MMi,  tisamed  to  by  the  Hotue. 

Metalmdf  That  this  Hoose  doth  adhere  to  their 
AsagreemeBt  to  the  said  amendment. 

GLEARANCE«  TO  CERTAIN  VB88EL8. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment, 
disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  resolution  "  To 
authorize  the  Prksideht  to  grant  clearances  in 
the  case  of  ships  or  vessels  now  loaded  and  bound 
to  any  port  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope." 

Thie  message  was  read  to  the  Housej  contain- 
ing an  amendment  to  the  bill  authorizing  the 
pRKaiDEicT  to  ^rant  clearances  to  any  ressels 
belonging  to  cttizctu  of  the  United  Stotef,  and 
bonnd  to  any  port  beyond  ^  Cape  of  Qood  Hope. 

anendment  consisted  in  striking  out  tbe 
words  m  italics ;  which  msde  the  bill  extend  to 
All  fbretpi  ships. 

Mr.  B.  Buna  said  he  hoped  the  House  would 
aot  agree  to  that  ameodmem. 

Mr.  FiTZsiHONB,  Mr.  Qoodrd^  Mr.  Clare, 
Mr.  BanLiB,  snd  Mr.  Bovdihot,  spoke  each  a  few 
wovds. 

Mr.  MADtaoN  was  very  indifferent  as  to  the 
whole  matter.  The  amendment  made  it  worse 
dian  it  was  before.  He  would  rather  lose  the 
measure  than  concur. 

Mr.  Nicholas  thought  that  the  amendment 
Woohl  open  a  door  to  But  sorts  of  imposture. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said  it  was  rerv  easy  to  make 
smendments :  but  gentlemen  should  ctmsider  what 
Aeywere  about.  American  owners  would  \te 
cautions  what  they  did ;  but  as  to  foreign  vessels 
detained  in  the  harbors  of  the  United  States,  the 
conseqoenee  was  eaaUy  foraseen.  They  would 
be  dnven  by  stress  of  weather  into  anr  port  in 
the  West  Indies.  They  will  neit,  for  half  a  joe, 
or  a  joe,  at  most,  get  a  certificate  declaring  the 
ship  unfit  tot  proceeding  to  sea,  and  the  ca^  is 
then  sold. 

On  a  division— for  agreeing  to  the  amendment 
ot  the  Senate  yeas  33,  luys  w. 

PCTBUG  CRBOiT. 

The  House  u^in  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wnole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  inquire  whemer  any,  or 
what,  Airther  or  other  revenues  are  necessary  for 
die  BUf^iort  of  public  credit ;  and,  if  fUrther  reve- 
mes  are  necessary,  to  report  the  ways  aiid  means. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Ltham  to  strike  out  the 
danse  relattve  to  the  land  tax  being  under  cm- 
sideratioit— 

Mr.  StepowiCK,  and,  after  him,  Mr.  Nicboeas, 
made  various  observations  on  the  luture  of  (A'recf 
taxesj  as  disHnmi^ed  from  those  of  a  different 
descTTptton.  The  former  gentleman  observed,  that 
Massaehusetts  and  Connecticut  resembled  each 
other  more  closely  than  any  other  two  States  in 
the  Union ;  yet  the  method  of  IcTying  taxes  dif- 
fered very  materially  in  the  two  States.  From 
this,  he  inferred  the  diffieuhy  of  flxiny  a  general 
ayitnctofluidtu. 


[MAT.im 


Affer  haring  consfdtfred  the  Aeflnition  oi  "di* 
rect  taxes,"  as  giren  by  a  gentleman  from  Tit- 
fftnia,  [Mr.  Nicholas,]  and  after  commenting  oa 
tne  opinion  of  certain  political  economists,  who 
held  that  all  taxes  ultimately  fell  njpon  land,  and, 
therefore,  that  those  which  were  imposed  on  it 
were  diree^  and  all  those  imposed  on  any  dthcr 
subject  indirect,  Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  state  ha  om 
opinion. 

He  said  that,  in  forming  a  Constitution  for  s 
National  (Government,  to  which  was  intrusted 
the  preservation  of  that  CJovemment  and  the  ex- 
istence of  the  society  itseif,  it  was  reasonaUe  to 
suppfRf!  that  every  means  necessair  to  those  hn- 
portant  ends  should  be  granted.  This  was,  in  fact, 
the  ease  in  the  Constitution  of  th«  United  States. 
To  Congress  it  was  expressly  granted  to  imixm 
taxes,  duties,  impo»t&  and  excises,  h  had  been 
unirersally  concnded,  and  nerer.  to  fais  know- 
ledge, denied,  but  that  the  Lq^tore,  br  those 
com|ffehensiTe  worda^  had  auuiority  to  impoM 
taxes  on  every  sobject  of  revenue.  If  this  posi- 
tion be  just  a  eanstrnetion  which  limited  thnt 

Steration  of  thf«  power  (in  its  nature  and  by  the 
onstitntion  illimitable)  could  not  be  the  jnst 
construction. 

He  observed,  that,  to  obviate  certain  mischief 
the  Constitution  had  provided  that  capitation  ana 
other  direct  taxes  shonid  be  apportioned  according 
to  the  ratio  prescribed  in  it.  If,  then,  the  ht^s- 
lature  be  authorized  to  impose  a  tax  on  erery  sah- 
ject  of  revenue,  (and  svmry  pleasure  carriages,  is 
objects  of  luxury,  and,  in  general,  owned  by  tbwe 
to  whom  contributions  wtnld  not  be  inconrenia^ 
wefe  Ihir  snd  proper  sufarjeets  of  taxatiuL)  and  • 
tax  on  them  eoulo  not  be  apportioned  by  the  Coa- 
stitutional  ratio,  it  would  foUowt  irresistibly  that 
soch  a  tax,  in  this  sense  of  the  Consdtution,  is  not 
direct."  On  this  idea  he  enlarged  his  reasomng, 
and  showed  that  sech  a  tax  was  incapable  of  ap* 
portionment. 

He  said  that,  so  far  as  he  had  been  able  to  form 
an  opinion,  there  had  been  a  general  concurrence 
in  a  oeltef  that  the  ultimate  sources  of  public  con- 
tribottons  were  labor  and  the  subjects  and  efl«t> 
of  labor.  That  taxes  beirv  permanent,  had  i 
dency  to  ei^aliee  and  todiSuse  themselm  throt^ 
a  community.  According  to  these  opinions,  a  ci* 
{Htation  tax  and  taxes  oiolandand  on  property  and 
ineome  generally,  were  direct  charges,  as  weB 
the  immediate  as  ultimate  sonrces  of  c<HilributioB. 
He  had  e<msidered  those,  and  thme  only,  as  direct 
tnns  in  thetr  operation  and  efteets.  On  the  other 
Inmd,  a  tax  imposed  on  a  specific  artide  <^  P^f 
sonftl  property,  and  particularly  if  objects  of  IM- 
ury,  as  in  the  case  under  consideration,  he  htd 
never  supposed  had  been  considered  a  direct  tax, 
within  the  nieaning  of  the  Constitution.  The  ex- 
action was  indeed  directly  of  the  owner,  bnt,  oj 
the  equalizing  operation,  of  which  all  taxes  more 
or  less  partook,  it  created  an  i^irect  charge  « 
others  besides  the  owners. 

He  said  it  would  astonish  the  people  of  Abw- 
riea  to  be  informed  that  they  had  made  a  C*"^ 
tution  by  whi<A  pleasure  carriages  and 
jeotsof  luxury  w«re  excepted  nom  eontnbwuv 


CUaraneee  to  eetfoAi  Vemt^PubKc  CrtdU. 


Digitized  by  V^OOQlC 


m  ^  maman  of  caoioitnHBL 


May,  HM.J  J>%biic 


w  the  pahUc  CT^twitt^  whioli  irts  MdaabMity 
the  oaw  if  the  r«s»(ma^  of  geDriemen  wite  op- 
posed the  itsrtutioD  mts  Wdl  f&inded.  If  the  im- 
pfthjoa  0f  a  ^ty  on  pleasure  eaniages  was  a  di- 
reel  ta^  it  must  then  oe  apportionea ;  but,  as  se- 
raal  of  the  States  hftd  few  or  do  earriafes.  no 
meh  apportionaient  eodld  he  made,  and  the  duty 
of  eoaneaoaldiMHbeiH^oaed.  SnehacoiutRic- 
tion  was  iDadmissiUle,  became  it  woaU  exempt, 
in  times  of  the. gieatett  distrew,  lbs  fitirest  objects 
^  eoatribution  from  the  impoaittoa  of  any  bardeK. 
If  there  aras  doubt,  we  certainly  ongfat  not  to  in- 
cline to  that  side,  which  at  the  same  time  it  might 
eoBfd  the  Lcftskuure  to  impoM-  grierous  bur- 
dens on  the  poorest  and  most  laborious  part  at  the 
conuBunitjr,  shall  exempt  the  affloent  from  con- 
tribntiag  for  their  objects  of  distin|^s^inA  enjoy- 
ments. Tlus  seemed  not  to  carry  into  e^t  that 
doctrine  of  equality  of  which  gentlemen  said  so 
much. 

Mr.  Clabk  oomptained  that  m«mb«s  spem 
their  time  upon  definitions,  whea  basin  ess  de- 
manded an  immediate  deeisiiHi.  He  ol^ted  to 
apn»o«U  firom  Mr.  Sumiwick  that  the  tud  tax 
ahooid  he  agreed  t<^  bat  should  not  take  plaoe 
until  there  was  a  yrospwt  of  war.  He  hwled 
wnnt  of  time  to  discuss  the  qtmstion,  and  wadd 
hare  it  hud  wide  for  the  ^"vyent^- 

Mr.  HiLLnooBB  obserrad)  tBat,  lavi^  a  direct 
lax  would  doubtless  be  attmdsd  wita  many  diffi- 
culties,  but  was  not,  in  his  opiniw,  dto^fcther  im- 
praeli(»hle.  It  being,  howerer,  one  ol  the  most 
opfiressire  and  uneauU  tuee,  onght  not  to  be  rcr 
sorted  to  but  iathelasteactremity;  that  great  cau- 
tion  ought  to  be  observed  in  the  first  commence- 
ment of  the  business;  and  the  system  that  may  be 
finally  edited  ought  to  hove  the  most  mature 
and  ddiberate  eonsideration  which  the  present 
stage  of  the  seesien  would  admit  of.  As  it  was 
proposed  that  tbe  tax  should  not  take  ^Bect  but 
upon,  the  eontiBBBney  <rf'  n  war,  it  was  nnneeei- 
sary  to  lay  it  at  tW  tune,  as  Coogrtss  nnut  eo»- 
Tene  before  war  eould  bt  declared >  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  would  be  able,  from  the  course 
of  events  during  the  recess,  to  judge  of  the  pro- 
bability of  a  war,  and,  if  appearanoes  should  be 
threatening,  woula  deuhtless  revolve  the  sidijeeu 
in  their  minds,  and  gain  all  the  information  in 
their  power,  and  come  together  much  better  pre- 
IMued  to  digest  a  system  tnan  they  oan  be  at  this 
tine.  The  people,  he  believed,  were  fuUy  sensi- 
ble tha^  in  case  of  a  war,  almoet  all  the  rcsouroes 
from  which  the  preseiu  revemie  is  drawn  would 
be  cut  and  that  there  cotUd  be  no  other  restnt 
but  to  direct  tascs^  If  the  present  was  coatcm- 
ted  as  a  war  tax,  the  som  <tf  $76€^000  would 
wholly  inadeouate,  and  the  oost  of  ooUecting 
that  enm  would  be  nearly  the  same  as  to  crilect 
t3,000^;  if  we  had  no  war,  he  was  of  opmion 
there  were  other  aourees  of  revcnne  soffienht  to 
•^i^y  the  present  ex^ency,  and  that  we  ought 
not  to  reswt  to  a  direct  tax.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
ti»£  resolutitm  would  be  stricken  ont. 

Mr.  Dbxtu  concurred  with  the  two  gendemen 
who  spoke  last  as  to  sttikioft  out  the  cuMce.  He 
Thiw^t  it  an  naMoemary  ucMnfanaoe  upm^the 
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other  taxoB  agreed  to,  if  it  was  intended  to  be  potfl- 
poned  in  its  opemtioBJ  «He  said  a  land  lax  was  a 
tax  cm  the  laborious  poor.  If  every  acre  »  to  pay 
the  same  lax,  it  must  prove  very  unequal,  as  poor 
men  generally  live  on  the  poorest  lands,  and  mou 
pay  cmnwsive  taxes.  If  tke  lands  are  to  be  va- 
taad,  the  delay  and  expeue  must  be  awnnoas. 
Lands  inonase  in  rake  very  unequally  in  dfAr- 
ent  ^acea,  and  A»  proportion  wiU  be  forever  id* 
terinn.  Hehad  beoi  t«d  that  two'thensaod  pe^ 
sons  bad  once  been  eoneemed  hi  apportioDteg  and 
eoUeeting  the  land  tax  ef  PcnsylTanta.  He  said 
a  question  had  arisen  as  to  the  meaning  of  the 
W(Mds  "direct  taxes"  in  theConttituti«i.  Before 
a  determinatioB  be  had  for  or  against  them,  it 
ouf  ht  to  be  known  what  is  the  true  meanfaig  af 
this  phrase.  He  said  bis  oolleagve  [Mr.  mdo- 
wTCKj  had  stated  the  meaning  of  direct  taxes  te 
be  a  capitation  tax,  or  a  geaenU  tax  on  all  die 
taxable  ptoperw  of  the  citbwns ;  and  that  a  gen- 
tleman from  Vitgioia  [Mr.  NicnoLAa]  tho^^ 
the  meaning  was,  that  all  tases  are  direet  vriueh 
are  paid  by  the  eitizea  without  being  reoeaapeAaed 
by  the  coostaMr;  bat  that,  where  the  tax  was 
only  advanced  and  repaid  by  the  eovmittier,  tke 
tax  was  indteeet.  He  tboophl  that  bo^  otfiniiHas 
wore  ju«t,  and  not  inomuistent,  ^Rnwh-tne  gen- 
tlemen had  diflered  about  tbem.  He  thought  that 
a  general  tax  en  all  taxaUe  ^toperiy  was  a  ^eist 
tlx,  beeansa  it  was  paid  without  bei^  leemv 
pensed  by  the  eonsumer.  Suppose  me  mechanic 
art  to  be  heavily  taxed,  and  omers  net  taxed  at 
all.  This,  at  first,  will  be  oppressive ;  but  the  art 
being  aecesmry  in  society,  other  arts  must  eoo^ 
tribute  to  smjpart  it  under  the  increased  burden. 
The  tax  will,  like  uiy  other  expense  necessarily 
incurred  in  tne  manunetnre,  be  added  to  the  prioe 
of  the  article ;  utd  this  contribution  to  reimourse 
the  manufactnrer  who  advances  it  will  make  it 
an  indirect  tax,  aceordiag  to  the  idea  9(  the  gen- 
tleman from  vifginia.  u,  on  the  o^er  han^  ^ 
meehanic  arts  aid  all  natural  sofajecta  ef  taxatien 
are  taxed  by  die  Legislature  in  due  ^ropertiw, 
tUs  is  a  direct  tax;  beoansenosttehiavisiSle  con- 
tribution is  necessary,  as  each  has  originally  horde 
itt  proportioBale  burden.  Mr.  D.  tho^jht,  that, 
any  mode  of  taxation  be  permanent,  it  will  soon 
be  equal.  The  most  unequal  impositioD  will,  like 
a  fluid,  soon  diffuse  itself  equally  through  all  the 
proper  and  natural  subjects  of  taxatRm.  Mr.  D. 
thought,  also,  that  ^rect  taxation  ooght  not  to  be 
pursued  by  the  (Jeneml  Gtfvemnient,  Except  in 
time  of  war,  beeuose  it  is  the  only  souroe  of  wn- 
Bue  for  the  support  of  8«aie  Governments  and 
payment  of  State  d^s. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  did  not  think  that  the  sums  in 
the  reiKH't  would  be  pressii^ly  wanted,  for,  in  the 
first  pnee,  he  had  no  flear  now  of  a  war,  and,  in 
the  sec<wd  idace,  the  rerenues  of  17M  woidd  ex- 
ceed those  of  179S,  from  whi<A  Ifae  estimate  of 
the  Coramittee  of  Ways  and  MeMs  had  been  ta- 
ken. There  would  be  a  greater  impartation  in 
the  next  Fall  than  in  the  last;  because  Bngland 
was  oreratodnd  with  commodities  Hat  export, 
and  would  be  very  glad  to  trust  Amerioa.  He 
said  that  BnglMi  mwifciluwa  had  'bOM  aaU-M 
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America  fixty  per  ce»t.  efaeaper  dttiing  thU  Spring 
than  in  last  Fall.  TweVy^ve  per  cent  discount 
bad  been  given  for  ready  money,  and  fifteen  pa 
cent,  for  a  good  bill  on  London  at  aix  months. 
Tbeiie  &cu  he  knew.  He  lejmced  to  think  that 
die  product  of  the  exeise  now  before  the  House 
woiud  go  to  the  destruction  of  the  National  Debt. 
H«  wiwed  for  a  committee  to  report  what  had 
been  done  already  in  the  matter  of  ways  and 
n«ans.  He  nid  that  England  would  be  glad  to 
mve  credit  to  America,  as  she  was  at  war  with 
France,  and  her  coameree  had  thence  beecrae  so 
uncertain^ 

Mr.  FiTzaiHONB  said  that,  if  the  revenue  of 
1794  were  equal  to  that  of  1793,  it  would  alter 
his  ideas  of  the  land  tax- 
Mr.  MoBRAY  thought  it  best  to  strike  out  the 
resolution.  The  resolution  did  not  specifically 
hold  out  the  idea  of  a  land  tax ;  but  it  was  welt 
understood  that  a  land  tax  was  its  dbjecL  Any 
gentleman  might  hereafter  bring  forward  this  ob- 
ject, which  was  both  novel  ana  eom|dicated.  It 
was  of  importance  enough  to  deserve  a  separate 
otU,  and  a  distinct  discussion.  His  general  im- 
nressifHi  was  at  present  against  a  land  tax,  and 
his  difficulties  arose  frmn,  perhaps,  the  cmdeness 
of  the  plans  which  he  had  yet  heard.  Certain  it 
was,  that,  when  we  reflected  on  the  various  value 
<^  land,  in  different  parts  of  the  Union,  the  per- 
petual fluctuation  arising  from  prt^ressive  im- 
provement in  this  great  object  of  industry,  and 
dashing  of  landed  interests  from  these  cmsidera- 
tions,  we  shall  find  that  there  will  be  great  diffi- 
culty in  wganizing  this  tax.  By  voting  to  strike 
out  the  resolution  at  present,  we  do  not  intimately 
abandon  a  view  this  object— 4he  taxes  already 
agteed  to  may  be  immediately  formed  into  shape 
hy  a  bill— we  stiall  accelerate  the  public  business, 
and  not  necessarily  give  up  this  tax.  At  ivesent, 
he  was  against  the  tax  on  land,  but  would  not  say 
bow  he  shonld  b^  if  a  system  could  be  snmested 
that  would  remove  the  difficulties  he  at  inresent 
foresaw. 

Mr.  W.  Smitb  differed  from  Mr.  S.  Shitb. 
There  would  be  a  deficiency  of  at  least  two  hun- 
dred thousand  doUars  this  year.  Revenue  would 
diminish  for  imports.  It  would  diminish  for  ex- 
ports. The  expenses  of  individuals  also  would 
diminish.  It  had  been  recommraded  that  we 
should  not  go  into  the  land  tax  at  present^  on  ac- 
count of  the  difficulty  <^  ascertaining  it.  He 
thought  this  a  proper  reason  ior  going  into  it,  that 
gantiemen  might  have  an  opening  view  of  the 
mbjeet,  and  be  preparing  their  minds  for  its  final 
discussion  at  some  future  period. 

On  dividing  the  Committee,  on  the  motion  for 
striking  out  misdautefor  a  land  tax,  seventy  genr 
tleaun  rose.  The  nays  were  not  counted.  So 
the  motion  was  carried.  . 

Mr.  QiL£8  moved  to  strike  ont  the  following 
Ksolution  in  ibn  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means: 

»  Metoktd,  That,  after  the  day  of  ,  evtey 

person  keeping  s  eaniaf*  for  tbe  onveynig  <rf  persona 
fei  their  own  ase,  riull  notify  the  same  at  acne  office, 
wtsdiiaay  be  deaifnatedfar  the  puipaaa,  and  ahsU  pa; 


annually,  ftr  a  eaac^  tan  dAnt  te  a  chanot,^; 
for  any  othv  CmMdieeled  csiriage,  six ;  ftr  a  chaiM'flr 
othw  two-wheeled  carriage,  two.'  Widi  an  addkioa  tt 
MM-fouith,  where  two  caniages  ahaU  be  kept  by  oh 
person;  of  one-third«  where  throe  caniagea  ihsUbe 
kept  by  one  person ;  and  of  one-half^  where  more  tku 
three  carriages  are  kept  by  the  same  peraon :" 

On  dividing  the  Committee,  there  Wflfe  for  the 
motion  33,  against  it  44. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  next  moved  that  the  last  pan* 
gn^  of  this  resfdnxion,  charging  an  additund 
duty  where  two  carriages  are  kept,  HMuldbe  ttroA 
onL 

Mr.  Nicholas.  Mr.  Ltuan,  and  Mr.  8xn.i^ 
were  for  letting  the  dause  stand. 

Mr.  S.  Smitb  was  (at  striking  out  the  ehiDie. 
He  disliked  the  tax.  In  some  States,  there  weie 
no  carriages  at  all.  It  had  been  noticed,  on  s  for- 
mer  day,  that  there  were  n<Hie  in  Vermoat  « 
Kentucky.  The  members  of  these  States  vrete, 
theref<»e,  voting  fw  a  tax  cm  their  riater  Siatet 
which  they  were  not  to  pay  a  share  of  themselves. 
This  was  one  objectkm  to  the  matter.  Beside 
this  was  a  tax  on  population.  A  young  nun  (nil 
Mr.  S.)  gets  a  wife  and  a  carriage  to  drive  her  to 
church  in.  Yon  tax  him.  In  due  tim^  he  has  a 
number  ol  childcan,  aiul  must  hare  a  second  cu- 
riage  for  giving  them  an  airing.  Yon  tax  him. 
Thus,  sir,  you  tax  a  perstm  for  doing  you  the  greai- 
est  service  that  can  be  done  you — for  peopliof 
your  country. 

Mr.  AuBS  said  it  had  been  proved  by  the  in- 
formation from  some  gentlemen  that,  in  the  Sooth- 
em  States,  a  carriage  was  not  always  a  mark  of 
wealth,  but  that  it  was  a  necessary  article.  He 
was  for  striking  out  the  clause. 

Mr.  W.  Smitb  ridiculed  the  naiagrapb  alto- 
gether, in  very  pointed  terms.  If  we  are  to  uz  a 
seeond  carriage,  we  may  as  well  tax  a  second  gw» 

whiskey,  a  second  bottle  of  Madeira,  a  weone 
hundred  acres  of  land  that  any  man  poasenad,  a 
second  looldng-^as  in  his  honae,  a  secoad  puwh 
of  snuff,  or  a  second  quid  of  tofaacoo. 

His  motion  for  striking  oat  the  clause  was  ea^ 
ried — ayes  40,  noes  33. 

Mr.  Maoon  laid  on  the  table  a  reeotutioa  m  an 
excise  upon  porter,  beer,  and  eider.  He  had  w 
long  argomeots  to  advance  on  this  hesd.  nO 
should  state,  as  it  arose  in  bis  mind,  a  clear  prtj^ 
cijde  of  justice  that  dictated  this  reselutioa.  I* 
the  Southern  States,  cider,  during  a  P<**  P^^. 
the  year,  would  not  keep.  It  was  therefwe  a»- 
tilled  into  Iwandy,  and  {wid  a  duty.  Bntitw 
not  equiuble  that  some  parts  of  the  Unioo  uooH 
have  cider  and  malt  liquws.  all  romMl  the  yev- 
duty  free,  while  others  paid  a  duty  for  almoit  au 
the  htittor  which  they  made  use  of.  He  wouj^ 
likevriae 
from 
duty, 

cise.  His  idea  was  very  plait.  —  - 
complished,  without  much  opposition,  he  was  sain* 
fled.  If  otherwise,  he  shonld,  on  this,  ea  on  tu 
fwmer  occasiona,  submit,  with  respectful  srieacci 

to  the  sentiments  of  the  majority.  .  ^ 

The  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  aigoui>w> 
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Wbdnbbdat,  Wtay  7. 

The  bill  seat  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  lemissioa  of  the  duties  on  eleren  hogs- 
heads of  coffee,  which  had  been  destroyed  by  fire," 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House,  aecordiiur  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  erect  a  li«fat-house  on  the  head-land 
of  Cape  Hatteras,  ancTa  lighted  beacon  on  Ocra- 
eoek  island,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina and, 
after  some  time  ^nt  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  re- 
somed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Pabxer  reported  that 
the  Cnnmittee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  oon- 
sidnatifm,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto ; 
which  he  delivered  in  at  the  ClerVs  table,  where 
the  same  were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill, entitled  "An 
act  sup{Aementary  to  '  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
defence  of  certain  ports  and  harbors  in  the  United 
States,"  with  an  amendment;  to  which  they  de- 
sire the  coficnrrence  of  this  House. 

THE  PUBLIC  CEEDPT. 
The  House  anin  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wholt  House  on  the  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  or 
what,  further  or  other  revenues  are  necessary  for 
the  support  of  the  public  credit ;  and,  if  fiirther 
revenues  are  necessary,  to  report  the  ways  and 
awns. 

The  Committee  then  took  into  consideration 
Ihe  resolutions  of  Mr.  Macdit. 

The  first  of  which  was  that  a  duty  of  — —  be 
laid  upon  every  gallon  of  malt  beer  and  porter 
made  in  the  United  States. 

It  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  44  against  38. 

Mr.  CuRK  said,  that  it  this  rescdution  had 
paaeed,  he  would  have  laid  sune  new  ones  on  the 
taUe,  for  Ae  taxing  of  negroes  and  twenty  other 
Anus. 

The  second  resdntim  was,  that  a  duty  of  — ^ 
be  laid  upon  every  gallon  of  beer  or  porter  im- 
ported into  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Sboowick  said  that  there  was  lUready  a 
d«tr  Dpon  it  amouDttng  to  a  nnMbition ;  and 
little  or  none,  unless  when  smni^led,  came  into  the 
country. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  was  persuaded  that  the  gentleman 
was  mii>takeii.  Vast  qoaatities  of  Lwidon  porter 
were  scrid  in  America. 

Mr.  Macon  said  that,  as  the  first  resolution  for 
exeisiag  malt  liquoTs  was  rejected,  he  consider- 
ed tbe  seomd  as  ntlling  of  course. 

The  third  resolution  was  fur  laying  a  duty  of 
—  pergallm  upon  all  eider  m^tuaetared  in  the 
Uaiied  States,  and  die  fonrth,  which  was  eonneet- 
ed  wUk  and  dependent  upon  it,  was.  for  with- 
drnwing,  if  the  third  resolution  passed,  all  excise 
duties  BOW  paid  oa  distiUing  eider  into  Imuidy. 

Mr.  Madison  was  against  all  propoaak  of  this 
hiod. 

3d  Coir.-^S2 


Mr.  Nicholas  approved  of  ^e  resMutioa.  To 
obviate  the  charge  of  inconsistency,  he  thon||ht 
it  better  to  bring  a  general  excise  on  the  people  at 
once,  and  try  whether  they  would  submit  to  it,  or 
not,  than  to  endeavor  to  Ming  it  on  them  by  im- 
perceptible degrees. 

Mr.  KiTTBBA.  The  mesent  tax  was  evident 
impraettcable.  We  had  been  told  [by  Mr.  Nicao- 
labI  t^t  Massachusetts  made  mm  for  all  thereat 
of  the  States.  Another  Slate  mannfiwtores  peaek 
braodv;  so  the  onemayserteas  abaiknce  against 
the  other.  A  gentleman  firom  Fennsylvania  [BAr. 
Shilib]  had  rq)eatedly  told  ^e  House,  that  du) 
tax  on  ^rits  was  unpopular.  It  was  not  so  in 
Aat  part  of  the  connt^  (the  district  of  Lancaa* 
ter)  which  he  had  the  honor  of  represmting;  not 
did  he  believe  that  it  was  unpopular  in  general. 
The  excise  on  cider  never  can  be  carried  into  ex* 
ecution.  We  have  been  told  that  every  fhmily  in 
Virginia  make  their  own.  It  is  vain  to  hope  that 
any  man  will  be  brought  to  levy  the  excise  upcm 
himsdf ;  in  what  way  then  are  we  to  collect  this 
tax,  in  case  it  were  possible  that  the  resolulioa 
should  pass  the  House  ?  We  must  import  collo^ 
tor8,«itt  we  shall  need  alflMM  as  nuusy  as  we  have 
of  landholders }  aa  there  is  commonly  a  distillery 
in  every  apple  orehard  of  Virginia.  Viewing  the 
whole  resolution  as  one  that  most  end  in  nothing^ 
he  wished  to  get  rid  ot  it  as  quickly  as  posriUe. 

Mr.  6Hn,iB  declared  that  the  ux  was  unpopular 
in  the  coontry . 

VSx.  FiNDLsr  entered  into  the  general  cwaae* 
qnences  of  an  excise,  which  were,  he  was  con- 
vinced, of  a  most  destructive  nature. 

Mr.  KrrTBRA  replied,  that  this  excise  was  d(K 
unpopular  in  the  Lancaster  district,  a  fkct  of  which 
he  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  he  had  the  best 
oppcortunities  of  jndgins.  He  believed  that  the 
excise  was  chiefly  dislixed  on  the  Western  fron* 
tier  of  the  country,  where  the  people  were  many 
0^  them  emigrants,  and  who  never  had  been  ae- 
eostomed  bNore  to  a  tax  of  this  sort;  but  it  wu 
&r  ftom  being  disap^ored  in  otber  parts  of  tiie 
Stale. 

Mr«  CuBK  asked  what  the  motion  before  the 
Committee  was  7 

It  ms  read  by  the  Chain)aM,and  propoaed  thai 
a  duty  of  - — >-  pw  gaUcm  be  laid  oa  the  eidermn- 
nnfactured  in  the  l^ited  States. 

Mr.  Clark  dien  observed,  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  have  conjectured,  from  the  speeches  «t 
gentlemen,  of  wmt  the  motion  before  the  Com- 
mittee consisted.  One  [Mr.  NioaoLAs]  argues 
against  all  excise  as  oppressive ;  and  that,  the  only 
way  to  laake  it  universal  was  to  bring  it  on  by  de- 
grees. On  diis  account,  he  votesfw  an  eniae  ti^tm 
cider.  Ths  is  his  logic.  Thesentleman  bdnnd 
me,  said  Mr.  C,  (referring  to  w.Fmnur)  is  an* 
otMT  enemy  to  excise;  and  he  would  also  vote  fw 
this  eider  duty ;  only  that  he  says  his  conscience 
won't  let  hia.  Mr.  O,  elosed  hu  speech  by  de- 
claiinff  that  edeh  sort  of  arguments  were  entirely 
beyond  Us  eoo^reheasion. 

Mr.  Sbd«wiox.  After  what  has  ^ipeared  this 
dav<  no  man  ought  b)  be  astonished  at  any  poltti- 
  Gentfenen  in  ^  very  Com*' 
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mittee^  bat  a  few  dayi  smee.  bad  TOted  acaiiist  a 
tax  on  loaf  sogn,  to  be  eoUeeted  from  the  pro- 
prieton  of  seventeen  sugar-bouses,  and  this  be- 
cause it  would  be  oppnsave  to  those  on  whom  it 
was  immediately  to  operate ;  and  yet,  thoae  very 
gentlemen  who  had  uien  felt  and  expressed  such 
strong  sensibility,  were  now  rising  for  the  exten- 
sifm  of  the  same  species  of  oppression  to  almost 
every  citizen  of  the  United  States.  What,  be 
asked,  was  the  pretence  for  this  apparent'incon- 
sistency?  This  very  extraordinary  reason  was 
given  for  it.  It  would  equalize  the  burden  <^  ex- 
cise in  the  difierent  States.  How  is  the  fact? 
Massachusetts  will  perhaps  contribute  as  much  in 
excise  on  cider,  as  any  State,  certainly  incom- 
uuraUy  more  than  any  to  the  South  of  this. 
What  was  her  jwesent  proportion  of  contribution 
to  the  duties  of  excise  J  It  was  nearly  two-fifths 
«f  the  wbde  emtribation  of  all  the  States.  It 
was  cottstderabty  more  than  double  what  was  paid 
by  the  State  of  Viivinia,  although  the  population 
of  that  State  was  almost  double  to  that  of  Massa- 
ehusetts. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  would  have  thought  that  this  de- 
bate would  have  been  prop»  enough  had  we  been 
oa  the  question  of  the  repeal  m  excise  laws. 
But  as  we  are  u|K>n  laying  a  tax  on  cider,  he  cer- 
tainly thought  this  conversation  should  have  been 
restricted  more  closely  to  that  subject. 

Mr.  Ames  observed,  that  there  was  not  a  single 
distillery  ol  the  kind  referred  to  in  Massachusetts, 
till  after  the  excise  law  had  been  passed.  They 
«re  at  present  numerous.  It  is.  strange  that  a  ma- 
nu&cture  should  thrive  so  extremuy  under  op- 
IKCssini,  and  that  the  more  it  was  oppressed,  the 
more  it  nourished.  This  statement,  ai  to  the  dis- 
tilleries of  Blusaehusetts,  demonstated  that  the 
wiuAe  ai^ruments  about  the  bad  effects  of  an  ex- 
(Uae  were  a  mere  delusion.  The  manufiustnrer  is 
richer  tlun  he  was  before  the  excise  was  laid. 
Numerous  objections  had  been  advanced  against 
it,  from  its  ruinous  consequenecs  in  another  eoun- 
txy.  arising  out  of  the  privileges  of  excisemen, 
and  their  right  of  entering  the  dwelling  houses  of 
all  people,  at  the  most  unseasonable  hours.  Every 
precaution  had  been  adopted  by  the  American 
Legislature,  that  they  c<»ild  devise,  to  prevent 
inconvenience  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States ;  and  it  was  not  fiur  to  argue  from  the 
abuiM  in  another  country,  which  did  not  exist 
u  our  own. 

The  question  was  called  for,  and  the  resolution 
for  an  excise  vpon  cider  was  rejected  by  a  great 
majority. 

A  resolution  was  tiben  laid  on  the  table,  for  a 

doty  of  per  ounce  on  all  articles  of  silver, 

— —  per  cent.,    ad  valorem,  on  articles  of 

mated  ware  mann&ctuted  in  the  United  States. 
The  questioD  on  this  rvsolntion  was  taken  imme- 
diately and  lost. 

On  a  motion  by  Mr  Sbdowick,  the  Committee 
then  rose,  and  the  Chairman  reported  progress. 

After  the  report  had  been  read  by  the  Clerk,  it 
was  moved  that  the  House  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee,  and  agreed  to. 

On  die  resolution  beag  pat,  as  to  a  duty  of  three 


cents  per  bushel  luon  salt,^  the  House  divided,  and 
it  was  declared  toben^tived  byamajorttyof  Mie 
vote.  Several  members  insisted  that  there  was  a 
mistake  in  the  numbering  of  the  members,  as  one 

fmtleman  had  come  into  the  House  aher  the 
PEAKER  had  counted  the  votes  in  that  part  of  the 
House  where  he  sat  Several  members,  who  had 
been  in  the  majority,  requested  that  the  question 
might  be  taken  over  agam,  to  avoid  any  thing  like 
an  advantage.  At  last,  after  a  long  conversation, 
it  was  agreed  to  take  the  vote  of  the  House  over 
ajgain,  when  there  appeared  for  the  resolution  (tf 
three  cents  per  bushel  on  salt  41,  a^nst  it  46. 

The  resolution  for  taxing  carriages  was  then 
read.   It  was  moved  to  strike  out  the  tax. 

Mr.  S.  Shitb  opposed  the  tax.  If  it  was  to 
exbt  at  all,  it  should  be  a  tax  on  the  making  of 
carriages,  but  tliis  he  did  not  approve  either. 

Mr.  MoRRAT  said,  that  he  was  sorry  to  differ  is 
opinion  from  his  colleague;  hut  he  thought  the 
tax  on  pleasure  carriages  a  good  one.  In  onx  pre- 
sent necessities.  His  colleague  thought  it  would 
have  been  more  analogous  to  the  other  articles 
brought  forward  by  the  Committee,  if  the  tax 
were  designed  to  operate  on  carriages  to  be  made 
in  future;  but  he  would  remark,  that  the  tax  long 
since  passed  on  all  stills  in  the  United  States  ope- 
rated as  this  was  intended  to  do.  He  confessed 
that  the  terms  in  die  Constitution,  direct  and  indi- 
rect taxes,  had  never  conveyed  very  distinct  or 
definite  ideas  to  his  mind ;  yet  it  appeared,  as  if 
we  were  now  called  on  to  act  under  a  clear  per 
ception  of  both  modes.  It  was  al»olutely  neces- 
sary to  get  a  very  clear  understanding  of  these 
terms.  After  all  he  had  heard  he  still  saw  miick 
eoufuara  in  the  definitions.  The  idea  which  the 
Convention  entertauned  in  requiring  the  use 
the  term  direct  tax  to  be  apportioned  agreeably 
to  representation,  must  have  oeen  definite.  Th^ 
must  have  annexed  to  these  terms  a  mode  oTo^ 
ration,  sensible,  just,  and  equal.  The  only  species 
of  direct  tax,  agreeably  to  the  rule  in  the  Constt- 
tutiwi,  must  be  a  tax  on  all  taxaUe  ptoptrtf  in 
the  Union.  When  a  deficiency  of  revenue  occur- 
red, and  a  direct  tax  was  thought  of  by  Congress, 
he  presumed  the  sum  being  ascertained,  an  appor 
tionment  would  be  made  agreeably  to  the  Consti- 
tutional  rule,  and  each  State,  or  the  property  of 
each  State,  taxed  up  to  its  apportionment.  As  , 
to  a  complete  modincation  of  this  principle,  he 
confessed  ne  had  not  yet  heard  one  suggested,  and 
there  would  be  a  difficulty,  he  believed,  in  the 
attempt,  that  would  long  keep  oS  direct  taxati<ui; 
at  least,  tmtil  pnUie  exigencus  rose  to  a  hi^tr  | 
degree  of  necessity  than  at  present  existed.  The 
motion  to  strike  out  this  tax  on  coaehci,  is  aup- 

Krted  by  the  position  that  it  is  a  diieet  tex;  aid 
ing  so,  must,  if  it  be  carried,  be  modified  i^;refr- 
ably  to  the  rule  in  the  Constitution.  Either  this 
position  must  be  unfounded,  or  the  Constitutioo 
must  be  consteued  to  mean  a  mode  of  taxatioa 
unjust,  unequal,  and  in  its  (^ration  absurd.  If 
this  be  a  direct  tax,  you  must  apportion  it.  Con- 
necticut would  have  nearly  as  much  tax  on  her  I 
as  the  StiUe  of  MarylaniL  since  she  has  but  me  j 
less  in  representatiw.  He  was  inframed  that  in  '| 
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the  whole  State  of  Cottoeetient  there  were  but 
two  cosches ;  thus  then,  the  owner  or  owners  of 
these  two  coaches  would  pay  as  large  a  sum  as  all 
the  owners  of  coaches  in  Marjhind  would  pay. 
The  extreme  inequality  would  show  the  injustice 
of  such  a  tax,  and  of  course  the  Constitution 
could  not  be  construed  to  carry  such  a  meaning ; 
but  he  could  not  exactly  see  the  difference  between 
this  principle  of  a  tax  on  a  coach  and  that  of  a 
tax  on  a  still,  as  far  as  a  difference  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  taxation  was  drawn  firom  the  Constitu- 
tion. The  still  and  the  coach  are  things  of  use ; 
Uie  ailment  that  the  tax  on  stills  was  an  indirect 
one,  would  equally  prove  the  tax  on  coaches  such. 
It  was  a  matter  of  cnuce  with  the  holder  of  both, 
to  own  them  and  to  use  them  so  as  to  draw  hack 
the  tax,  by  making  the  use  pay  the  tax  in  both 
cases.  The  spirit,  if  not  consumed  by  the  distil- 
ler, is  paid  by  the  oonsumer ;  and  the  coach,  if 
hiredj  levies  me  tax  on  those  who  hire  it  Where 
the  division  of  labor  and  ingenuity  is  made,  it  is 
true  that  dtstilUng  is  a  distinct  profession ;  but  in 
many  parts  of  the  country  the  &rmer,  who  has 
an  orchard,  distils  his  own  fruit,  and  if  a  man  of 
extensive  hospitality  consumes  the  whole  of  what 
he  makes,  his  still  and  his  coach  are  in  the  same 
sitnaiion  as  &r  as  either  is  an  object  of  Constitu- 
tional taxation.  The  extreme  hardship  and  in- 
jostice  that  would  attend  the  construction  of  the 
Constitation  contended  for,  was  convincing  with* 
him,  that  this  tax  could  not  be  considered  as  a 
direct  one.  lie  believed  the  minds  of  ffcntlemea, 
who  undertook  ti>  construe  those  indefinite  terms 
direct  and  indirect  taxes  as  referrtble  to  coaches 
and  stilts,  were  confused  by  the  substantial  differ- 
ence that  there  appeared  to  be  m  the  mode  in 
which  each  was  an  instrument  of  ability;  but  the 
difference  in  the  mode  in  which  each  was  ioptru- 
mental  to  profit  or  convenience,  created  no  dis- 
tinction as  to  the  class  of  taxes  uudcr  which  each 
or  either  of  them  was  to  be  referred  by  the  Con- 
stitution.  Besides,  coaches  a^  all  those  splendid 
vehicles,  were  evidences  of  a  certain  degree  of 
property,  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Ahes.]^  had  justly  remarked ;  and,  in  a  mo- 
ueDt  like  tnis,  when  we  are  hunting  through  all 
die  recesses  of  revenue  which,  at  any  time  we  bad 
been  accustomed  to  think  ot  it  would  be  impolitic 
la  tax  the  humble  line  of  enjoyment  and  leave  the 
more  elevated  one  free. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  that  there  was  a  difference, 
nd  a  very  great  one,  between  a  tax  on  stills  and 
one  on  coaches.  He  himself  bad  stills ;  but  he 
had  made  no  use  of  them  for  some  years,  and  of 
consequence,  they  cost  him  nothing.  But  be  must 
pay  for  his  coach,  wl^ether  it  stood  in  the  yard  all 
the  year  round  or  noL 

After  a  long  debate  on  the  nature  of  these  taxes, 
the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  following 
resolutions  to  the  House : 

*•  1st.  Raohed.  That,  from  and  aAer  the  day 

of  next,  there  be  levied,  collected,  and  paid,  upon 

the  foDowmg  articles  imported  into  the  United  States, 
is  AXp%  or  veuela  of  the  United  States,  witfi  an  addi- 
tina  air  ooe-tenA  per  canL  tm  Hke  articlea  impwted  in 
aay  other  sbipa  or  TMeela,  the  mmA  datiM  Wr«Baftw 
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mentioned,  over  and  above  the  datioe  now  paid,  to  be 
levied,  collected,  and  paid,  in  Ae  nme  manner,  by  the  * 
same  officers,  sobject  to  the  same  pMialties,  and  entitlad 
to  drawbacka,  as  the  same  aiUcles  are  now  sulyect  and  | 
entitled  to,  vis:  . 
On  boots,  per  pair,  26  cents.  | 
On  shoes  and  ■Uppers  &r  men  and  women,  and  on 
clog!  and  goloahoea,  per  pair,  S  cents.  | 
On  shoes  and  slippers  for  children,  per  pair,  3  cents.  .i 
On  millinery  ready  made,  artificial  flowers,  feathers,  ' 
and  other  ornaments  for  women*'  head  dresses,  and  on 
doUs  dreseed  and  undressed,  6  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

On  cast,  slit,  and  rolled  iron,  and,  generally,  on  aU 
manu&ctnres  oi  iron,  steel,  tin,  pewtm,  cnmer,  loan, 
•r  of  whick  either  of  those  metals  is  the  article  id  <MUt 
value,  not  being  otherwise  particularly  enumerated, 
^brasB  and  iron  wire,  locks,  hinges,  hoea,  anvils,  and 
vices,  excepted,)  6  per  cent  ad  valorem. 
On  carpets  and  carpeting,  6  per  cent  ad  valorenu 
On  leather  tanned  or  tawed,  and,  generally,  all  manu* 
fectures  of  leatber,  or  of  which  leaUier  is  Uie  article  of 
chief  value,  not  particularly  otherwise  enumerated,  5 
per  cent  ad  valorem. 

On  mediciual  drags,  except  those  common^  used  ia 
dying ;  on  mats  and  floorcloths ;  on  hats,  caps,  and 
bonnets,  of  every  sort,  for  women ;  on  gloves,  mittens, 
stockings,  fiuis,  buttons  of  every  kind,  buckles  (shoe  and 
knee,)  6  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

On  sheathing  and  cartridge  paper,  5  per  cent  ad  va- 
lorem. 

On  all  powders,  pastes,  balls,  balsams,  ointments, 
dls,  waters,  washes,  tinctures,  essences,  or  other  pre- 
parations or  compodtions  eonunoB^  called  sweet  scnti 
or  odours,  perfumes  or  cosmetics,  and  on  all  dentifiicea, 
powders,  or  preparations  for  the  teeth  or  gums,  6  per 
cent  ad  valorem. 

On  gold,  silver,  or  plated  wares,  gold  and  silver  lace, 
jewelry,  and  paste  work,  clocks  and  watches,  and  the 
parts  of  either,  6  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

On  grooeries,  to  wit:  cinnamon,  cloves,  mace,  nut- 
megs, ginger,  anniseed,  currants,  dates,  prunes,  rainns, 
sugar  candy,  or-inges,  lemons,  limes,  and,  geoiwally,  aU 
fruits  and  comfits,  olives,  capers,  pickles  of  every  sort, 
oil,  and  mustard  in  floor,  S  per  cant  ad  valorem. 

On  all  marble,  slate,  or  oVtuet  stone ;  on  bricks,  tiles, 
tables,  mortars,  and  other  stone,  and,  generally,  all  stone 
and  earthenware,  b  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

On  cabinet  wares,  and  all  manu&ctures  of  wood,  or 
of  which  wood  is  the  material  of  chief  value,  5  per  cent 
ad  valorem. 

On  carriages,  and  parts  of  carriages,  4^  per  cent  _ 

On  all  manufactures  of  cotton  or  linen,  or  of  muslin ; 
of  cotton  and  Hnen,  or  of  whidi  cotton  or  linen  is  the 
materiel  of  chief  value,  bemg  printed,  stained,  or  co- 
lored, 2^  per  cent 

On  all  goods,  wares,  and  merdiandise,  whidi  now 
pay  a  dnih^  of  7^  per  cent  an  addition     j  per  cant 

On  co^e,  per  pound,  I  cent 

On  cocoa,  per  pound,  8  cents. 

On  cheese,  per  pound,  3  cents. 

On  the  tonnage  of  diips  or  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  employed  in  fiwrign  trade,  6  cents  per  ton. 

On  aU  foreign  sUps  or  vessels,  SB  cents  per  ton. 

"2d.  Raohed,  iW  after  the  day  of  

every  person  keeping  a  carriage,  for  the  conveying  of 
persons  for  their  own  use,  shall  notify  the  ssme  at  some 
oflice,  which  mn  be  designated  for  the  purpose,  and 
sbidl  pay,  annna^ : 

For  a  eoadi,  910. 

For  a  ohariet,  VS. 


Pubiic  Credit. 
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For  uy  other  four  wbeeled  carriage,  98. 

For  a  dMSM,  orother  two  lAaeled  carriage,  9'- 

"  8d.  Reaohed,  That,  after  the  of  

tiiere-be  paid  the  fbllowing  stamp  dntiei ; 

Letten  patent,  inned  under  ttie  aiiAori^  of  the 
United  States,  $3. 

Ex«n|dificatton  Aereof,  91. 

Idomces,  or  certiflcates  of  adtnisnon,  of  soIiGitors, 
tiftmcTs,  adTocates,  and  proctots,  in  the  Conits  of  the 
United  States.  95. 

iSxeraj^cation  nnder  the  seals  of  the  Courts,  fiO 
cents. 

Affidavits  and  ai&nnatiotts,  except  those  before  the  offi- 
cers of  the  pablic  revenue,  those  relative  to  suits  pend- 
ing in  Courts,  to  be  used  therein,  and  thme  relative  to 
ciiininal  proceedings,  10  cents. 

Deeds,  except  those  otherwise  particularly  rated,  S6 
cents. 

Charter  parties,  91< 

Bottmn^  and  respondentia  bonds,  91' 

Apprentices*  indentures,  IS  cents. 

Certificates  of  debentures  for  drawbacks,  20  cents. 

Bills  of  lading,  coastwise,  except  for  vessels  goii^ 
from  one  district  to  another,  widiin  the  same  State,  10 
cents. 

IMtto,  foreign,  SO  cents. 

Inventmies  of  die  eflects  of  deceased  persons,  or  for 
oAer  puipoee  pnecribed  hw,  except  in  cases  of 
goods  distraiiMa,  or  in  cinn{dianoe  of  any  agreement 
between  two  or  nutre  persons,  10  cents. 

Bonds  for  flie  seenri^  of  money,  when  the  nun  is 
above  fl%,  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred  doUaia,  30 
cents. 

Above  100,  and  not  exceeding  600,  2fi  cents. 
Above  500  and  not  exceeding  1,000,  30  cents. 
Above  1,000,  40  cents. 

Receipts  for  legacies,  or  slmres  of  personal  estate,  in 
eases  of  intestates,  where  the  sum  is  above  SO,  and  not 
exceeding  9100,  Sfi  cents. 

More  man  lOO,  and  not  exceeding  600,  SO  cents. 

For  every  farther  snm  above  600,  91* 
Not  to  extend  to  wives,  children,  or  grandchildren 

Notarial  acts,  36  cents. 

On  every  trans&r  of  the  stoc^  die  United  States, 
at  the  rate  of  5  cents  for  every  $100. 

On  every  transfer  of  bank  stock,  as  w^  of  the 
United  States,  as  those  estdiUdied  undu'  flw  autfmi^ 
of  fbe  individual  Staler  at  the  rate  of  5  ceutafor  eveiy 

■fioo. 

Letters  of  attorney,  Sfi  emts. 

Pdides  of  insurance — 
From  taut  district  to  anodker,  In  the  United  States, 
30  cents. 

To  and  from  the  United  States  to  any  foreign  coun- 
try, for  any  sum  exceeding  9500,  36  cents. 

For  vnrj  farther  sum.  more  than  500, 36  cents. 

For  evMy  sum  of  3,000,  or  upwards,  91- 

Probates  of  wills,  and  lettm  of  administration,  60 
cents. 

*'4th.  JUtohed,  That,  after  the   day  of  

there  shaU  be  paid,  on  all  lalee  at  auction,  (except  in 
the  cases  of  proper^  sold  upon  execution,  or  by  virtue 
of  distress  for  rent  or  taZ)  or  in  consequence  of  bank- 
ruptcies, and  legal  insolvencies,  or  where  there  have 
been  general  assignments  for  benefit  of  creditors,  or 
in  cases  where  ships  and  goods  have  been  stranded  or 
wrecked,  or  in  eases  of  by  exeeutMs  or  adminis- 
tratoia,  or  of  produce  sold  upon  the  land  where  it  is 
jmdueed)  at  the  rale  of  one  per  oMit. 


"  6tfa.  Rooked,  That,  after  the   day  of  

thm  diall  be  paid,  upon  all  tobaeeo  mannfoetnmd  ii 
the  United  States,  oentaperpoaiML   On  allmufl; 

 centa  per  pound. 

"  That  every  manu&cturer  of  tobacco  or  anufi^  disB, 

on  or  befi»e  the  day  of  make  entiy,  widi  dis 

oS&OKt  of  inspectitm  of  the  district  in  whidi  he  icridei, 
of  the  house  or  building,  in  which  the  manufaccoxe.is 
carried  on ;  and  shall  enter  into  bond,  widi  sofficsMil 
surety,  to  render  a  faithfal  account,  every  three  months, 
of  the  quanti^  of  tobacco  or  muff  sold  or  sent  out, 
within  that  perioj. 

"  That,  previous  to  taking  in  any  tobacco,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  binng  manufiMitured,  he  shall  notify  the  same 
to  the  office  of  inspection,  and  shall  keep  a  book,  in 
whidi  shall  be  enteted  dai^,  the  quandfrr  of  tabaeoo  or 
snuQ  sold  or  sent  out  in  eacb  day. 

**  Odi.  Staohtd,  That  diere  be  Ud  an  addidtml 

du»r  of  cents  per  pound  npMi  aU  txAaoeo,  — 

centa  per  pound  on  all  snufl^  and  cents  per  pCNtnd 

on  all  refined  sugar,  imported  into  the  United  nates, 
after  the  day  of  — ; — . 

"  7th.  Raohedj  That,  after  the  day  of  

there  be  paid,  on  aU  sugars  refined  within  die  United 
States,  two  centa  perpound. 

"  8di.  Retolved,  iTiat,  aflw  the  day  of  

every  persim,  selUi^;  distilled  spiritt  or  wines,  for  cod- 
sumptum,  out  of  their  own  dwdlings;  distilled  spbils, 
in  less  quanti^  than  twen^  gallons ;  wines,  in  less 
quanti^  than  thir^  gaUons,  except  in  the  original  cask 
or  pacluige,  in  which  they  were  imported,  shall  take  eat 
licenses  to  authorise  the  sale  of  8u<^  distilled  apirita  and 
wines,  and  shall  pay,  annually : 

For  a  license  to  sell  all  foreign  distilled  qririta,  96- 

For  a  license  to  sell  all  wines,  $6." 

>  la  the  House  a  motion  was  made  to  amend 
the  report  of  the  Committee,  by  striking  out  the 
second  resolution,  in  the  words  foUowiug,  to  wit: 

"  Raohed,  That,  after  tfie   day  of  evwy 

:  person  keeping  a  carriage,  for  the  conveying  of  penoos 
for  their  own  use,  shall  notify  the  same  at  some  office, 
which  may  be  de^gnated  fiMr  the  puipose,  and  shallpay, 
annually : 

"  Tat  a  coach,  9lA 

"  For  a  chariot,  96. 

•*  For  any  other  four  wheeled  carriage,  96< 

"Tot  B  dkaiae,  or  other  two  wheeled  carriage,  9S." 

And  on  the  quesdon  thereupon,  it  ptssed  in  the 
native— yeas  34,  nays  54,  as  rollows: 

YKAB.^Mesn.  Theedonu  Bsiley,  Thomas  Noimt> 
Gabriel  Christie,  Thomas  Clsibome,  Abrabaa  Cbsk' 
Isaac  Coles,  William  J.  Dawson,  Henry  Deaibom' 
George  Dent,  William  Findley,  William B.Giles,Alex- 
ander  Gillon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  John 
Heath,  Daniel  Heister,  WiUiara  Hindman,  Nathanid 
Macon,  James  Madison,  Joaeph  MoDowell,  Andrew 
Moore,  Peter  Muhlenbng,  Joa«^  Neville,  AnthoQy 
New,  John  Nicholss,  Alexander  t>.  Orr,  Andrew  Pick- 
ens, Francis  Preston,  John  Smilie,  Israel  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Thomas  Tiedwdl,  Abraham  VenaUe,  and  Fian- 
cis  Walker. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Fisher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin, 
John  Beatty,  Elias  Boudinok,  ^eaqashub  Bourne,  Ben- 
jamin Bourne,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  David  Cobb,  Peteg 
Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Samuel  Dexter, 
Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Dwight  Foster,  Esekiel  Gilbert. 
JttBca  CiDeqHe,  Nicholas  Gifauan,  Henry  CHenn,  B«b< 
jamH  QatdbuttJamm  Oetdon,  (airistiiyiMr Chewii 
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WiDiim  Bmj  Grov^  Jtmm  ^"""■«— ,  John  Hnnter, 
WilSuD  imaa,  Houy  Latnur.  Amaw  Launed,  Bkb- 
aid  Bland  Lee,  Matthew  Locke,  William  L^an,  Frau- 
cii  Malbone,  Alexander  Mebane,  WiUism  Moutgmnery, 
William  Vana  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Thomas  Scott, 
Theodore  Sedgwick,  John  8.  Sherboome,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  WiUiam  Smith,  Zephaniah  SwiA,  Silaa  Tal- 
bot, George  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trum- 
boD,  John  E.  Van  AUen,  PhiUp  Van  Cwtlandt,  Peter 
Van  Gaatbeck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  John  Watts,  Ben- 
jamin Williama,  Rkhard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

An  B^jourameat  was  then  called  for,  and  car- 
ried. 

Tbdrsday,  May  8. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, entitled  "An  act 
to  erect  a  liffht-house  on  the  headland  of  Cape 
Hatteras,anaalWhtedbraconon  Ocracock  Island, 
in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,"  with  the  amend- 
-ments  agreed  to  yesterday,  was  read  the  third 
time  ana  passed. 

Mr.  S.  SHtTB  presented  a  memorial  from  cer- 
tain citizens  of  Baltimore.  They  recited  the  hard  - 
ships  which  they  had  suffered  from  the  British 
ships  of  war  in  the  West  Indies.  They  declared 
that  die  amended  instmctions  from  the  Court  of 
London,  of  the  8th  of  January,  had  heen  found  by 
experience  injurious  and  delusire.  They  trusted 
that  Conness  would  secure  the  indeouification 
of  their  tosses.  They  recommended  a  prolonga- 
tion of  the  Bmba^.  Ordered  to  lie. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  oy  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled 
■"An  act  snpplementary  to  'An  act  to  provide  for  the 
defence  of  certain  ports  and  harbors  in  the  United 
States and,  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the  exportation 
of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  encouraging  the 
importation  of  the  same to  which  they  desire 
the  coDourrence  of  this  House. 

TH^  EMBARGO. 

The  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  Swift,  for  de- 
clarinff  the  Bmbai^  to  be  at  an  end  upon  the 

■  day  of  ,  was  then  read.   It  was  next 

naoTed  to  take  it  up  for  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Giles  said  Uiat  if  there  had  been  any  rea- 
son for  putting  on  the  Embargo,  he  cotild  see  none 
that  bad  since  occurred  for  its  being  taken  off. 
He  recommended  that  the  resolution  mu^t  lie  for 
a  few  days,  till  we  should  gain  some  further  in- 
formation. 

Mr.  Sedowick  stated  the  great  inconrenieoec 
to  wiiich  the  United  States  had  been  put,  in  con- 
sequence of  this  measure,  and  the  propriety  of  an 
eulj  disensskm  of  the  sabject. 

Mr.  8.  Smith  was  for  8  coDtinuation  of  the 
Bmhargo.  Bxoeptinf  at  Antigua,  the  ships  of 
dda  country  are  seized  as  ftist  as  ever ;  they  were 
^ondemving  «  Jamaica  on  the  Ist  of  April.  Sixty 
Amerieaa  tbsb^  were  making  their  escape  from 
Port  «i  Frinee,  and  were  seized  all  together  by 
dieRriciA.  Jerria  etmtinoes  in  the  same  style  (h 
40BMt  as  Ih*  adMn  did.  U  is  better  to  keejp  out 


Teasels  at  bone  tfaan  to  let  them  go  ahrMd  and 
be  taken.  The  rarages  of  the  British  had  nOt 
been  relaxed ;  and  the  Embargo  shoold  he  kept 
on  till  the  ships  could  navigate  with  safety ;  other 
nations  have  armaments  at  sea  to  protect  them, 
but  we  have  none ;  so  the  only  resource  is  to  keep 
our  ships  at  home. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said  that  it  would  be  improper 
to  take  off  the  Embargo,  as  to  vessels  for  the  West 
Indies.  But,  in  regard  to  others,  he  thot^ht  that 
they  might  be  suffered  to  go.  * 

Mr.  GiLEB  said  that,  from  what  be  had  heard, 
(referring,  perhaps,  to  what  had  fallen  from  Mr. 
S.  Shitb,)  he  was  more  than  ever  convinced  of 
the  improfffiety  of  discontinuing  the  Emba^. 
We  had  sent  an  agent  to  the  West  Inties.  It 
would  be  wrong  to  tdke  off  the  Embargo  till  we 
bad  at  least  some  intelligenee  from  him. 

Mr.  FiTttiHoin  reeommended  a  delay  of  a  few 
days,  till  we  should  hear  from  some  quarter  fa- 
ther on  the  matter. 

Mr.  Lthan  was  sorry  that  the  resolution  had 
been  laid  on  the  table.  It  would  lead  to  an  idea 
that  the  Embargo  was  to  be  taken  off,  and  of  this 
he  had  no  conception. 

Mr.  Heister  was  of  opinion  that  the  Embargo 
subject  should  be  taken  up  at  a  very  early  day. 
He  saw  no  reason  why  it  should  be  delayed  at  all. 
The  question  should  be  decided  in  sufficient  time 
to  let  intelligence  be  conveyed  to  the  extremities 
of  the  Union,  by  the  common  way,  without  the 
expense  of  sending  expresses.  It  rMuired  thirteen 
days  to  send  notice  to  Georgia ;  and  if  peo^  dU 
not  receive  positive  notice  that  itwas  to  eoirtinue, 
they  would  consider  it  as  laid  aside. 

Mr.  HiLLBOusB,  Mr.  Bovrnb,  and  Mr.  Kitteba, 
spoke  each  a  few  words.  Mr.  Tract  ended  the 
codTefsatiott,  by  obaerving  that  the  whole  day 
would  be  spent  in  talking  whether  or  not  thu 
mhjeet  should  be  taken  up.  This  was  mere 
trifling ;  put  it  to  a  vote  at  once. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  resohition  was 
deferred. 

FUBLtC  CBEDIT. 
The  House  resumed  the  ctmsideration  of  the 
resolutions  reported  yesterday  from  the  CiHnBUt- 
tee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  whom  was  refenvd 
the  report  of  the  Committee  <tf  Ways  and  Means: 
Whereimoo,  a  motion  being  made  and  seconded 
to  amend  the  report  of  the  committee,  by  striking 
out  the  third  naolntion,  in  the  words  foUowing, 
to  wit: 

Jlesslwd;  That,  aftar  As  day  of  ,  Oum  be 

paid  die  iHmnag  stamp  datiea : 

Lettara  pataat,  jasuad  under  the  anthoritj  of  lbs 

Un^at•t•^•a. 

ExempU&eatutt  thersofi  CI* 

Iiirnnsf ,  nr  rertifirttitf  ff  aniuiimj  mt.  ■ 

tomejrs,  advocates  and  fioeton,  in  the  CouiU  of  ^ 
United  States,  $fi. 

Exemplificatkm,  under  Ae  seals  at  Ihs  Courts  60 
cents* 

Affidavits  and  afRrmatioas.  except  those  before  tiho 
oHUen  of  ttie  pnbUe  revenue,  those  rdative  to  salts 
peniUng  in  Courts,  to  be  used  therein,  and  fiuM  >•!>■ 
ttvsu  ahabnl  proM«afaigi^  10  eenti. 
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Deecb,  except  Ihow  otbemiw  partiealuly  rptsd,  S6 
eente. 

Chuter  pwtie*,  91- 

Bottomiy  uid  respoudentu  txmds,  $1. 

Apprenticea'  indentnne,  16  cents. 
.  Ceitificstea  at  debenturee  fiw  drawbmcks,  30  cents. 

Bills  of  kdittg,  eoestwiae,  ezcc|it  for  veaels  gomg 
fiwn  ene  district  to  tnother,  within  the  same  8t«te,  10 
cents. 

Ditto,  foreign,  20  cents. 

Inventories  of  the  efiecta  of  deceased  persona,  or  for 
•ny  othw  porpose  prescribed  b^  law,  except  in  cases  of 
goods  distnined,  or  in  comjdunce  ei  any  i^pr««nent 
between  two  or  more  persnts,  10  cents. 

Bonds  for  the  seomtjr  of  money,  when  the  nun  ti 
above  9S0,  and  not  exceeding  $100,  20  cents. 

Above  $100,  and  not  exceeding  $600,  36  cents. 

Above  $600,  and  not  exceeding  $1,000,  30  cents. 

Above  $1,000,  40  cents. 

Receipts  for  legacies,  or  shares  of  |i«rsMial  estate,  in 
cases  of  intestates,  where  the  sum  is  above  $60,  and 
not  exceeding  $100,  36  cents. 

More  than  $100,  and  not  ezeeeding  $600, 60  cents. 

For  every  sum  above  $600,  $1. 
Not  to  extend  to  wives,  dxildreo,  or  grandchildren : 

Motatial  acts,  26  cents. 

On  every  transfer  of  the  stock  of  the  United  States, 
^the  rate  of  6  cents  for  every  $100. 

On  every  transfer  of  Bank  stock,  as  well  of  the  United 
States  as  those  established  under  the  authority  of  the 
individnal  States,  at  the  rate  of  6  cents  for  every  $100. 

XiStters  «f  attoinqr,  36  cents. 
PdicisB  of  insonnce: 

From  one  district  to  another,  in  the  United  States, 
90  onto. 

To  and  from  the  United  States  to  any  foreign  coun- 
try, for  any  earn  exceeding  $600,  36  cents. 

For  every  fiuther  sum  more  than  $600,  36  cents. 

For  every  sum  of  $8,000  or  upwai^  $1. 

Probates  of  wills  and  letters  of  administration,  60 
cents. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  observed  that, 
in  the  present  situation  of  our  afiairs,  very  con- 
^eiable  addiUonai  revenues  were  necessary  for 
the  support  of  QoTemment,  and  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses which  had  been,  or  were  likely  to  be,  in* 
enrred  this  session.  He  stated  that  the  actual 
|HrobaU<f  appropriations  for  the  current  year  would 
amount  to  the  mm  of  $7,694,217,  while  the  reve- 
nues to  meet  them  would  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
$5;318,584~leaving  a  deficit  of  $3,375,633.  But, 
as  one  of  the  items  in  the  expenditures — viz:  the 
million  for  foreign  intercourse — would  probably 
not  be  wanted,  or,  if  wanted,  might  perhaps  be 
borrowed,  the  committee  had  only  stated  the  mter- 
eat  on  that  sum,  namely,  $60,000,  which  there- 
fore left  to  be  provided  tidi  session  the  sum  of 
$1,435.633 ;  and  he  was  clearly  of  opmitHi  that 
Congress  oi^ht  not  to  rise  until  they  had  provided 
diat  sum.  He  was  within  bounds  when  he  stated 
that  mm  ax  si^cieDt ;  for,  if  the  miUitm  etbove 
■Unded  to  (and  which  was  destined  for  an  object 
which  the  philanthropy  of  every  member  would 
vige  the  emi^oyment  co*,  ff  practicable)  should  be 
wanted,  and  there  should  be  any  difficulty  in  bor- 
rowing it,  (an  event  not  impossible,)  the  House 
would  r^et  the  neglect  of  so  interesting  an  ob- 
ject. The  committee^  however,  c^lcuUitiag  on 
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die  improbability  of  the  whole  of  that  sum  being 
called  for,  and  on  the  prospect  of  a  Loan,  and  un- 
willing to  impose  any  flirther  burdens  than  were 
absolutely  essential,  had  ventured  to  depend  on 
the  interest  alone,  tnough  it  might  have  heen  more 
expedient  to  have  provided  for  a  part  of  the  prin- 
cipal. Mr.  8.  said  that,  in  the  report,  the  sum  oS 
$650,000  was  stated  as  for  contingent  expense* 
which  might  or  might  not  be  inenrred.  Since 
the  report  had  been  made,  a  law  had  actually 
passed  for  augmenting  the  Militanr  Establishment, 
by  an  addition  of  a  corps  of  artillerists  and  engi- 
neers, for  garrisoning  the  fortifications,  the  ex- 
penses of  which  he  estimated  at  $170,000;  an- 
other taw  had  passed  authorizing  the  PaBSinBHT 
to  call  into  service  eighty  thousand  militia }  al- 
though this  last  was  a  contingent  expense,  yet,  as 
the  President  was  authorized  to  incur  it,  a  pro- 
vision ought  to  be  made  for  discharging  iL  This 
was  estimated  at  $150,000  j  the  only  item,  then, 
remaining  under  the  head  of  contingencies  was 
the  provisional  force.  It  was  probable  this  might 
not  be  wanted ;  it  would  rest  with  the  House  to 
determine  whether  the  present  crisis  did  not  re- 
quire such  a  measure,  and,  in  that  event,  whether 
provision  ought  not  now  to  be  made  to  carry  it 
mto  execution.  He  confessed  he  was  amon^  those 
who  thought  that  a  vigorous  pre|«ration  for  war 
was  one  ofthe  best  meaub, to  avert  it;  at  all  events, 
if  it  was  the  design  of  any  nation  to  force  us  into 
it,  we  ought  to  be  prepared  for  it,  both  as  to  mili- 
tary strength  and  pecuniary  resources.  Admit- 
ting, however,  that  this  measure  was  not  contem- 
plated, it  only  produced  a  reduction  of  $330,000 
from  tDe  sum  total  of  appropriations,  and  would 
still  leave  a  deficit  in  our  ways  and  means  <tf 
$1,105,633.  Mr.  S.  observed  that  the  appropria- 
tions of  the  current  year  would  exceed  those  ai 
any  former  year  by  upwards  of  two  millions  and 
a  half  of  dollars.  The  several  items  which  occa- 
sioned that  excess  were  as  follows : 
Building  and  equipping  six  frigates  -  $700,000 
Fortifications  of  ports  and  harbora  -  300,000 
Building  additional  arsenals  and  pur^ 

chase  of  military  stores  -  350,000 
Appropriation  for  foreign  intercourse  -  1,000,000 
Corps  of  artillerists  and  engineers  -  17(^000 
Expenses  of  militia    -  15^000 


2,670^00 

Deducting  the  expenses  of  the  militia,  which 
was  a  war  expense,  still  there  remained  the  sum 
of  $2,520,000  as  an  excess  beyond  any  former  ex- 
penses for  our  peace  establishment,  for  there  was 
Qot  an  item  of  expense  in  the  foregoing  statement 
which  would  not,  or  might  not,  be  incurred,  even 
if  peace  should  couunue.  It  was  a  fortunate  cir- 
cumstance, at  this  moment  of  public  exifpeney, 
that  the  national  Treasury  was  in  nosseasien  q(  a 
surplus,  arising  from  the  revenues  <m  former  years, 
which  surpaswd  our  most  sanguine  expectations. 
This  sun>lus  amounted  to  the  important  sum  oS 
$1,618,584;  and  was  a  most  satisfactory  evidoiee 
of  the  growing  productiveness  of  oar  revenues  in 
times.,  of  peaea  asfl  tnii^uility ;  and,  white  it 
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helped  to  eoaUe  in  to  fcee  the  inenased  otpendi- 
tares  of  the  eonntrr,  it  tat^t  as  to  cherish  that 
state  of  things  whica  was  productive  of  such  na- 
tional Uessings.  Bat  we  could  not  flatter  our- 
selres  that  tke  revenues  of  this  year  would  be  as 
produetiTe  as  those  of  the  preceding  year ;  many 
circumstances  would  contribute  to  diminish  them 
considerably,  even  if  peace  should  not  be  inter- 
nipted ;  the  rery  prospect  of  a  war  would  cause 
a  dimination  of  exports  from  Great  Britain  to  the 
United  States,  and  at  the  same  time  a  diminution 
of  consumption  among  ourselves.  Prudent  men, 
apprehennre  of  war,  would  retrench  their  ex- 
penses, in  order  to  meet  the  dhnination  of  their 
mcomes,  and  to  be  better  aUe  to  eontribate  their 
quotas  to  the  public  Treasury.  The  measures 
which  have  been  discussed  in  Coi^ress  relative 
to  a  sequestration  of  British  debts,  and  a  suspen- 
mn  of  alt  commercial  intercoarse,  would,  by  de- 
stroying that  confidencp  which  has  heretoiore  ex- 
isted, unquestionably  diminish  oar  importations 
from  that  country,  which  principally  furnishes 
diem.  To  these  circumstances  might  be  added 
the  deraogemoits  occasioned  to  the  commerce  of 
this  port  by  the  unfortunate  epidemic  of  last  Sam- 
mer,  to  that  of  all  the  ports  by  the  present  Em- 
bargo, by  the  extensive  spoliations  committed  on 
onr  vessels  by  the  belligerent  Powers,  and  the  in- 
terruption occasioned  the  Algerines  to  out  com- 
merce with  the  South  of  Ban^.  The  Com- 
mittee, taking  all  these  condderations  into  view, 
had  eaueiriat^  on  a  de&lcation  in  the  revenue, 
arinng  from  impost  and  tonnage  for  this  year,  of 
tl,300,000,  and  had  estimated  it  at  only  $3,300,000 ; 
whereas  that  of  1793  produced  $4,600,000.  It  had 
been  pn^posed  that,  in  Hen  of  these  stamp  duties, 
the  duties  of  impost  should  be  increased  cm  all 
articles  irhicfa  now  pay  a  duty  of  seven  and  a  half 
per  cent,  ad  valorem  to  ten  per  cent.,  besides  the 
mereased  rates  of  duties  on  tne  enumerated  arti- 
elea.  It  was  not  a  little  surprrsing  (he  observed) 
that  gentlemen  who,  a  few  days  ago,  predicted  an 
approaching  war,  whereby  onr  existing  revenue 
ansimg  from  impost  would  be  almost  annihilated, 
shoald  now  not  only  count  upon  the  continaance 
of  that  revalue,  but  should  expect  further  aid  from 
that  source ;  or  that  those  who  are  uwiiiff  a  sus- 
pcBsion  of  commercial  intercoarse  snoiud  rely 
■ptm  commerce  altf^^her  for  reronue.  He  was 
decidedly  of  optaioa  that  commerce  was  already 
soffieiently  burdened,  aad  that  it  would  be  as  an- 
jott  as  impolitic  to  add  to  the  burden.  We  ought 
not  to  rely  apoa  the  proposed  duties  on  the  enu- 
merated arttnes  which,  with  the  proposed  increase 
of  tonnage,  constituted  an  item  of  near  $400,000. 
This  he  considered,  under  present  circumstances, 
«  very  precarious  resource.  With  respect  to  the 
other  new  sources  of  revenue,  being  untried,  they 
w«re  uncertain ;  the  House  possessed  no  data  by 
which  any  accurate  estimate  could  be  made  of 
dieir  product.  Under  all  these  circumstances, 
whiSe,  on  die  one  hand,  the  existing  revenues 
-woald  fall  short  of  those  «  former  years,  and  the 
oenr  reveaseswere  either  precarions  or  uacertain 
aa  to  their  amoont,  aiid,oa  the  odwr  hand,  our 
ezpoDsea  were  oaeessatuf  mch  increased,  aad 


were  tikely  to  be  still  fturdier  increased,  he  wai 
confident  the  House  would  be  sensible  of  the  jm^ 
priety  of  negativing  the  motion.  He  was  ready 
to  admit  that  there  would  be  some  difficulty  in 
carrying  the  tax  into  execution ;  but  these  diffir 
cutties  were  inseparable  from  the  very  nature 
taxation.  It  required  little  ingenuity  to  discover 
them,  and  to  apply  to  them  all  the  common-place 
topics  which  were  resorted  to  on  these, occasions. 
But  he  thought  that,  if  the  gentlemen  woold  em- 
ploy their  ingenuity  and  invaitive  foeulties  in  dis- 
covering such  revenues  as  woold  enaUe  the  Go- 
vernment to  fine  the  ^esent  exigencies,  they 
would  rentor  mtwe  service  to  their  country  dian 
by  embarrassinff  with  objections,  which  won 
equally  appUcaue  to  almost  every  species  of  im- 
position. 

Mr.  OiLLOH  said :  When  this  matter  was  under 
debate  last,  I  offiired  a  few  remarks,  with  the  mere 
view  to  obtain  the  information  that  seemed  to  be 
wanted.  How  iar  we  have  been  gratified  hy  the 
gentleman  who  dwelt  much  on  this  mode  of  tax- 
ation, the  House  must  know ;  for,  instead  of  pro- 
ducing the  calculations  required,  observations  wei« 
made  that  were  as  little  convincing  as  they  were 
pleasing.  I  do  not  think  that  my  few  remarics 
merited  the  replies  which  they  met  with,  from 
three  gentlemen  in  particular }  uut^  as  ther  have 
condescended  to  pay  some  attention  to  them,  I 
was  about  to  foUow  up  their  mode  of  politeness, 
and  not  leave  their  remarks  unnoticed,  when  my 
colleague  moved  for  an  adjoiunment.  I  will  try 
to  reootleet  diem,  and  shall  first  repeat  wliat  I  then 
proposed,  ^at  the  gentlemen  who  had  been  very 
attentive  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  differed  so  much  in  their  calculations 
and  olMervations,  that  I  was  not  altogether  able 
to  form  an  opinion.   Some  observed  that  the  re- 

Sort  provided  sufficient  funds  for  a  peace  and  a 
efensive  establishment;  others  asserted  Uiat  it 
did  not.   Some  were  for  establishing  funds  by 
taxes  for  a  war ;  others  were  not.   It  was  u^d, 
that,  if  there  was  sufficient  for  the  present  dfr 
mand,  why  press  for  unnecessary  and  odious  taMt" 
Let  us  rather  confine  ourselves  to  peace  texes, 
than  be  making  experiments  on  land  tues,  aimt 
taxes,  or  an  excise.  It  has,  on  all  sides,  been 
agreed,  that  we  had  not  losure  to  qualify- either 
diese  three  kinds  of  taxes ;  that  we  had  better 
adhere  to  what  was  abscdntely  needful ;  go  home 
and  tell  our  constituents  vi*at  we  had  done ;  but 
that,  if  a  war  ensued,  they  must  prepare  them- 
selves for  taxes  that  were  now  looked  up  to  as  the 
proper  funds  for  the  expenses  of  a  war.   By  thie 
means,  we  should  not  only  obtain  their  conse**,. 
but  their  aid,  in  qualifying  them.    And  ^t 
well  known  that  war  cannot  be  declared  bat  by 
the  consent  of  the  Legislature  ;  that  the  Pbi»- 
nBHT,  ever  attentive  to  the  interest  of  his  coontq^ 
would,  if  he  foresaw  that  war  was  approaehmA. 
soon  convene  us;  and  thatjWhibtwe  dedare* 
war,  we  were  at  hand  to  devise  the  means  of  pwcw 

I  could  not  agree  with  the  gentleman  who  C'W 
served,  what  harm  wouU  it  do  to  have  a  htm 
inplu  in  onr  Treasury  r  It  night  be  employ 
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in  mpns  off  the  wae^  of  the  FnncM  DdM 
I  then  remuked,  that  our  citizens  did  not  expect 
te  be  Msed  for  that  yet.  Because  it  was  well 
knoira  that  nany  of  the  h<^ders  of  these  securi- 
ties had,  as  it  were,  already  received  a  ^reat  part 
Bf  (he  prineipfU,  by  baviDg  bought  the  indents,  at 
fiom  two  shulioffa  to  ten  shillings  in  the  pound. 
Thus,  all  which  uey  had  paid  less  for  than  tweotT 
shillings  in  the  [KHind  was,  as  it  were,  ko  much 
received  of  the  principfU. 

Ji^w.  in  these  few  remarks,  what  was  there  to 
cause  the  replies  that  I  shall  allude  to  1  The  kst 
obaervation  could  not  be  meant  to  any  ^ntleman 
onXfais  floor;  for,  it  could  not  be  po8sd>le  that  I 
should  suppose  that  any  member  ofCoagress  had 
been.enffB^ed  with  the  speculators  out  of  doors, 
who  cwuJd  not  hire  expresses  nor  pilot  boats  quick 
eBongk  to  conduct  tb<Hi  {dans.  Far  be  such  an 
idea  rram  me.  The  jnst  and  the  pnesent  mem- 
bers  Tdue  their  integrity  too  much  to  avail  them- 
selves  ■»{  aoght  that  is  interesting  to  themselres 
iiere.  JIo,  sir ;  I  rather  would  sumHMe  that  every 
aiember  entering  these  doors  left  hia  pecuniary 
interest  behind  him.  Impressed  with  that  opin- 
ion, how  coald  I  think  to  offend  any  gentleman 
«n.  this  flomr,  mless  thery  mean  to  convince  me 
that  J  am  mistaken  in  that  &T«nble  opinion  ?  If 
so,  u)  be  at. 

Sir,  i  am  not  apt  to  be  wedded  to  opinions,  but. 
if  I  was  not  fixed  nefore,  I  am  now  riveted  in  my 
O|nnioa,  that  this  tax  is  not  only  unnecessary,  but 
is  thefabgr  also  more  odious.  The  gentleman  be- 
fove  me^  from  Massachusetts,  has,  so  far  from  an- 
nveringmy  request  on  the  Peaee  Establishment, 
entirely  thirelt  on  the  necessity  and  the  propriety 
of  a  war  tax.  His  vcdubility  thereoi  proves  to 
me  that  he  is  one  of  these  who  va^y  believe  that 
there  are  already  sufficient  Ainds  provided  for  aJl 
their  engu;ements,  else  why  not  come  forward 
with  calculations  and  with  proofs?  Until  he  does 
that,  sir,  the  censure  he  meant  as  to  conjecture 
applies  as  fully  to  himself  as  to  me,  and  hts  simi- 
lies  are  fax  from  being  applicable.  For,  has  he 
come  forward  with  any  otthe  calculations,  or  has 
aay  one  else  d<Hie  it  1  No.  3urely,  then,  my  ap- 
plwation  is  proper,  and  hi»  eensure  of  conjecture 
is  improper.  The  simile,  shall  a  iarmer  wait  to 
sow  his  wheat  and  his  rye-  nntil  he  is  hungry,  or 
flhaU  we  wait  to  lay  on  uats  until  there  is  a  war, 
have  DO  afflaitjr  but  in  the  highly  cultivated  mind 
that  begot  tfaem,  and  merit  not  attentioa  even  to 
■nose  Uwna* 

Sir.  you  have  done  much.  Yon  have  directed 
your  harbors  to  be  fortified,  your  army  to  be  aug- 
nented,  frigates  to  be  built,  arms  wad  ammnoition 
to  be  had,  and  you  have  already  provided  the 
means  for  completing  these  objects.  Yoa  have 
doae  more.  Vou  have  made  provision  £ot  the 
payment  of  a  million  of  dollars,  to  be  bonowed, 
and  to  siidt  part  of  the  principal ;  which  kttn  is  to 
be  applied  for  the  purposes  of  military  preparation. 
You-have  seat  a  Minister  Extraordiaary  to  Eng- 
land, to  negotiate  in  the  matters  thai  might  cause 
an  int«mi|itiao  of  peace. 

Than,  sir,  vith  all  this,  bad  we  hat  cmtimied 
JhcSmai^  with  such  avaptiw  as|ihat4i«r 


allies  woald  not  have  been  iiuured  by  it,  I  will 
be  bold  to  say  that  we  should  have  had  no  war, 
and  our  snffering  meiehants  would  have  had  res- 
titution. Bhoald  a  war  ensoe,  onr  modemtion 
and  onr  forbearance  will  make  us  stroag,  beeanat 
we  shall  be  unanimous.  That  being  the  case,  o« 
resources  will  keep  pace. 

Thus,  sir,  this  gentleman,  with  ail  his  conjec- 
tures toki  similes,  has  not  flashed  conviction  to  mv 
mind  that  this  tax  is  necessary.  He  has  dweu 
much  on  the  majority  binding  the  minority,  and 
on  his  exercising  his  own  judgment.  He  calls 
himself  a  representative  for  the  majoritv.  Can 
he  be  otherwise,  whilst  he  represents  all,  which 
certainly  includes  both  minority  and  majwity? 
Sir,  I  always  did,  and  ever  will,  arer,  that  we  arc 
the  servants,  and  the  people  are  oar  masters,  wfaa 
have  employed  us  to  coard  their  rights,  uid  that 
submissiMi  to  their  wiu,  pr^fierly  expressed,  isow 
duty. 

A  vary  respectaUe  number  of  ciliannB  hare  ad- 
vanced their  opinion  M  this  exciae,aad  muyaie 
averse  to  all  excise  tax*.  We  ask  for  wools  that 
any  additional  taxes  are  necessary.  We  obtain 
them  not.  Ther^ore,  1  say,  that  it  is  the  wish  of 
all  our  constituents  to  lay  no  taxes  b«t  what  sue 
immediaiely  necessary. 

Another  gentleman,  of  the  same  Stale,  made 
some  reply  to  my  remarks  .that  the  taxes  a»cai^ 
coals,  «c.,  introQUced  as  additional  aid»  i»  the 
other  taxes,  fell  short,  and  were  no  object-  Bat 
as  that  gentleman  made  no  eakolations  thereon, 
nor  on  any  of  the  duties  and  taxes,  I  know  aat  at 
what  be  aun8,as  he  oootiBnedaUKn  on  the  attaia 
of  the  gentlauan  before  me.  I  therefore  shall 
now  approach  my  colleague,  who  is  fat  vwrfMM 
that  has  been  proposed,  except  the  one  cm  a  traas- 
fer  of  the  pabUc  nmds,  and  the  additional  diAieft 
on  American  tonnage.  He,  to  be  sart,  has  mad* 
some  calcaktioBs  about  defendaig  towns,  about 
duties  on  cards,  and  on  coals,  &«. 

My  colleague  presses  forward  the  present  sauC 
and  refined  sugar  taxes,  and  says  that  the  one  upon 
cards,  to  which  i  alluded,  was  trittng,  an  appel- 
latioa  that  I  shoidd  not  have  bestowed  upon  it,, 
for  it  was  that  gentleman  who  paopoeed  it.  It 
was  ha  who  first  sp(4e  of  it  to  me,  and  surely  he 
did  mot  mean  me  to  support  whaawas  trifling. 
We  aH  agreed  lhai  it  would  be  prodaetive.  Bu, 
sir,  1  tkiok  i  can  prove  that  adiuy  omMuds  is  not 
trifling,  that  it  in^aai,  and  that  it  is-gndnetire. 
Is  it  a  trifling  thmg  to  encom«ge  Jjaainrican  ma- 
oufactares,  to  aMse-  ourselves  with  the  raw  ma- 
terials of  America.  l»  give  OUT  yonda-tfae  <^ipn- 
tunity  of  learning'  >a>  shuffle  and  and  play 
tricks  with  Americas  materials?  Will  it  he  a 
trifling^  dutv,  wheis  wr  know  that  mo4»are  fond 
of  them?'  I  know-not  how  it  may  be  in  some 
States,  bat  I  well  laaw  how  it  is  m  aais.  The 
games  paadaoed  by  cards  are  amusemeaO  for  rich 
and  pooi^Ugh  and  law-  Both  sexes  amase  them- 
selves with  these  gMSs^  Thus  they  are- an  equal 
tax.  Meat  people  asa  Jaad  of  cards.  HbetaKis 
not  only  aa.  equal  oaci  hat  none,  I  bcUevaw  will 
venture  la*  say  that  ia  i»  not  pcodnetiae-  If  wo 
knew  whMai  tax  «m  eaada  has  prod»sad).if  we 
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kOKW  the  qouitity  of  ooak  impoited,  tken,  and 
dun  only,  emn  'we  know  their  probable  amount  in 
tantioa.  A  eenUeman  from  Virginia  is  the  only 
member  who  Dronrht  forward  some  calenlations, 
and  he  required  informatioD  from  the  Chairman ; 
bat,  sir,  I  wiih  to  trouble  him  a  little  more.  He 
sBjr^  sir,  that,  if  this  excise  tax  on  tobacco,  snuff, 
and  Bucar  is  stniek  out,  there  will  be  a  deficiency 
of  $21^000.  I  hare  often  heard  of  that  gentle- 
maa's  abilities,  his  asddnity  in  caleuladoos.  But, 
nr,  it  is  40  be  lamented  tut  we  hare  not  before 
US  die  exact  anunmt  oS  each  duty,  each  impost, 
««eh  tai.  and  tonnage,  for  1793,  the  idea  ot  what 
mA  admtion  will  now  producejand  the  amount 
of  the  Ciril  List,  descriptiTe.  Then  we  can  col- 
lect the  anunmt  of  17M.  Until  that  is  produced, 
and  the  doeuments  and  information  which  I  have 
demanded  are  laid  befove  the  House,  I  retain  my 
opinion,  and  therefore  will  now  lay  on  the  table 
mj  calculations,  founded  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  asserting  that,  if 
their  printed  statement  is  right,  I  cannot  be  wron^ ; 
but  1  nope  my  original  view  in  this  matter  will 
be  a«eomjdished  by  my  requests  and  calls  on  gen- 
tlemen to  ccHne  forward  with  the  exact  state  of 
oar  finances.  This  is  what  I  hare  in  riew,  and 
then  I  shall  inrite  gentlemen  to  explanations  on 
the  lamping  statements. 

To  aenenl  support  for  1794  •        -  f7,044.217 
Dednet  the  sum  to  be  loaned  for  Fo- 
leign  lotereoane    -        -        -  1,000,000 

6,044,217 

Babnee  as  sorphis  for  1794    -        -  3,035,451 
Total      -        -        -        -  9,079.668 

By  estinuttton  of  the  revenues  to  the 

end  of  the  rear  1794         -        -  $6,618,584 
By  additional  duties  and  ton- 
nage -         -  $992,500 
Deduct  tobacco  and 

snuff  -  $100,000 
Loaf  and  lump  sugar  50,000 

  150,000 

  842,500 

By  supplies  of  revenue  for  1793  -  1,118,584 
By  probable  surplus  of  appropriation 

out  of  the  revenues  of  1793  -         -  500.000 

Total       -         -         -         -  9,079^668 

By  balance  of  surplus  -  3,035,451 


Sxclusire  of  any  surpluses  similar  to  those 
1793,  and  an  the  new  additional  duties— 
The  supplies  supposed  to  be  wanted 
are,  if  the  $1,000,000  be  borrowed,  ■ 
the  interest  therem,  at  six  per  cent 
is     -        -        -        -        :  $60,000 
If  the  addition  to  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment, provisional  force,  and  ez- 
_pense  of  the  Militia  is  tequiredf  is  •  650,000 
The  supposed  deduction  on  account  of 
the  im{Wftts  by  inteiniption  in  oom- 
■aeree,ia     -        -        -        -  1,300,000 
Total       -  8,010.000 


Balaace  -  -  .  .  3,035,451 
Supposed  suppUes  and  defieieneics    -  2,010,00b 


Leaves  still  a  balance  of       -  l,02i^451 


That  is,  if  the  sums  which  I  have  taken  from 
the  printed  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  in  my  hand  be  rightly  calculated  by  them; 
ii  there  are  errors,  I  calf  on  the  Committee  again 
to  explain  them,  and.  In  particular,  to  explain  that 
lumpug  sum  of  $6,61&%4. 

Tne  question  wa»  then  taken,  and  decided 
the  negative — yeas  35,  nays  58,  as  follows : 

YiAs.— Theodonu  Bail^,  Alnabam  Baldwin,  Th»- 
mu  BkNUrt.  Thomas  CUborae,  Isaac  Colc8»  Wafiam 
J.  Dawson,  Geoife  Dent,  Williun  Fiodley,  Wiffiem 
B.  Giles,  Christopher  Greenop,  Andrew  Gregg,  Carter 
B.  Harrison,  John  Heath,  Daniel  Heister,  Matthew 
Locke,  WilliuD  Lyman,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Jamea  Ma- 
dison, Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander  Mebwie,  Andrew 
Moore,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Joseph  Neville,  Anthony 
New,  John  Nicholas,  Nathaniel  Nileo,  Alexander  D. 
Orr,  Francis  Preston,  Robert  Rutherford,  John  SmUie, 
Israel  South,  Thomas  Tredwdl,  Abraham  TanaUe, 
Franda  Walker,  and  JoseiAt  Winston. 

Nats. — Fisher  Ames,  John  Beat^,  Elias  Boudinot, 
Shearjaahub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Lambert  Cad- 
walader,  Gabriel  Christie,  Abraham  Clark,  David  Cobh, 
Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  Henry  Dearborn,  Samuel 
Dextec,  Thomas  Fitzatmons,  Dmght  Foster,  Ezekjel 
Gilbert,  James  Gillespie,  Alexander  Gillon,  Nidtolas 
Gihnan,  Heniy  Glenn,  Benjamin  Goodhae,  Jamea  Gor- 
don, Samnel  Giiffin,  William  B.  Giove,  George  Ban- 
co^ Jamea  Billhous^  Williun  Hindman,  John  Hnn^ 
er,  William  Irvine,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Heniy  Lati- 
mer, Amasa  Learned,  Ridi&r J  Bland  Lee,  Frano*  Mat 
bone,  William  Montgomery,  William  Vans  Mumy, 
Joeiah  Parker,  Andrew  Pickma.  Thomu  Scott,  Theo- 
dore Sedgwick,  John  8.  Hhi-rburnc.  Jcrpmiah  &nitfa. 
Samuel  Smith,  William  Suntli,  Zojihmiltib  i^wift,  Bito 
Talbot,  George  Thatcher,  t'riuh  I  racy,  Jutratkim  l^nigb* 
boU.  John  E.  Tu  Allen,  PhiUp  Tan  Cortlandt,  Pete 
Tan  Gaasbec^  Peleg  Wadnnrtbi  Jemuiah  WtMc 
worth,  Artemas  Ward.  Jatr»-  )9i^.il»MB  JNT 
hams,  and  Euchard  Wmn. 

And  then  the  question  being  put,  that  the  Hovae 
do  agree  to  the  ameodmeDt  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  to  the  third  clause  of 
the  said  resolution,  by^  adding  to  the  proposed  do^ 
(rf"  five  dollars  on  licenses  or  certificates  of  ad- 
mission of  solicitors,  attorneys,  advocates,  and 

Sroctors,"  the  words  «in  the  Courts  of  the  United 
tates:"  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas 
64.  nays  33,  as  follows : 

TaAs^^TfaeodoruB  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Beatty,  Thomas  Blount.  Blias  Bondhiot,  Oabrid 
Christie,  Thomas  Claiborne,  David  Cobb,  laaae  C(4ea, 
Wilham  J.  Dawson,  Henry  Dearborn,  George  Dent, 
Samuol  Daztsr,  WiDum  Findley,  Dwigfat  Fester,  Em- 
kid  Gilbert,  William  B.  aOes,  James  OiUeapis,  Alex- 
ander CKOon,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
Christopher  Greenup.  William  Barry  Grove,  Oeor^ 
Hancock,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  John  Heath,  Daniel 
Hetster,  Jamea  Hillhonae,  William  Hindman,  John 
Hunter,  William  Irvine,  Henry  Latimer,  Amasa  Learn- 
ed, Kchard  Bland  Lee,  Matthew  JmAb,  WQIiam  Ly 
man,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Ma^aon,  Joaeph  Me- 
SMral,  Alexander  Mabue,  Aiitew  Mean,  Vmm 
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Mnhlenbei^,  WtUuai  Vuu  Murray,  Jote^  NerUle* 
'  Anthony  New,  Jdba  Nkhotaa,  Alexander  I).  Oir,  Jo- 
ddk  Panel,  Andmr  Pickeni,  Fnndi  Preatou,  Robert 
Rtttherford,  Thnnafl  Scott,  John  Smilie,  brael  Smith, 
Sanrael  Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift,  Thomaa  Tredwell, 
Jona^an  Tnunbull,  Philip  Van  Cortlaudt,  Abraham 
Venable,  Francit  Walker,  Beajamin  Wllliama,  Richard 
Winn,  and  Joeeph  Winston. 

Nati. — Fisher  Ames,  Sheaijasbnb  Bourne,  Lambert 
Cadwalader,  Abraham  Clark,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joehua  Coit, 
Thomaa  Fitsaimoni,  Jamea  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg, 
John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Francis  Malbone,  William  Mont- 
.fomeiy,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  John  8.  Sherbnme,  Jere- 
miah Smith,  William  Smith,  Silaa  Talbot,  George 
Thatcher,  Uriah  Trw?,  Peter  Tan  OaajAedt,  Peleg 
Wadawmrdi,  Jeremiah  WBdnroith,and  Ailnnaa  Ward. 

The  other  amendmeDts  to  the  said  third  resolu- 
tion were  sererally  read  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  secooded  to  amend 
the  fifth  rewlation,  by  ^trikioff  out  so  much  thi  rcof 
as  imposes  a  duty  on  all  tooacco  manufactured 
within  the  United  States.  And,  on  the  question 
thereupon,  it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  41,  nays 
45,  as  follows : 

YtAs. — Theodoras  Bailey,  Thomaa  Bloont,  Gabriel 
Chriatie,  Thomaa  Claiborne,  Abraham  Clark,  Isaac 
(Tolea,  Wiliiam  J.  Dawson,  Henry  Dearborn,  George 
Dent,  William  Findley,  William  B.  Giles,  Alexander 
Oillon,  Chriato^er  Cweenup,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel 
Oriffin,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  John  Heath,  Daniel  Hei»- 
ter,  William  brine,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  William  Lj- 
mkn,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Jamea  Madison,  Joseph  TAc- 
Dowell,  Andrew  Moore,  Joeei^i  NeriUe,  Anthony  New, 
John  Nicholas,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Josiah  Parker,  Fran- 
da  Preston,  Robert  Rutherford,  Thomas  Scott,  John 
Smilie,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Tredwell,  PhUip  Van 
Cortlandt,  Peter  Van  Oaasbeck,  Abrdiam  Tenable, 
Francis  Walker,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats. — Pidtwr  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John  Beat- 
tr,  Bliaa  Bondinot,  Sheonadkob  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  David  CoU),  Peleg  Cof- 
fin, Joshua  Coit,  Samuel  Dexter,  lluHnas  Fitzaimons, 
Dwight  Foster,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  James  Gillespie,  Nicho- 
las Gihnan,  Henry  Glenn,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  William 
Barry  Orore,  James  Hillhouae,  William  Hindman,  John 
Hunter,  Heniy  Latimer,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard 
Bland  Lee,  Matthew  Locke,  Francis  Malbone,  Alexau- 
dec  Mebane,  William  Montgomery,  William  Vans  Mnr^ 
n^,  Andrew  Pickena,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  John  8. 
Bherbume,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Vmiiam  SmiUi,  ^ii;rfianiah 
Swifts  Silaa  Talbot,  Geme  Thatcher,  Uriah  Trac^, 
Jonathan  Tramboll,  John  E.  Tan  AQen,  Pd^  Wads- 
worth,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  John  Watta,  «nd  Benja- 
min Willianw. 

An  adioiumm^t  waa  then  called  for  and  carried, 
and  the  Houae  aocordingly  a^jonmed. 


FitiDAT,  May  8. 

The  Spgakbb  kid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
ikma  the  Tieasurer  of  the  United  States,  accompa- 
nying his  account  of  the  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments  of  public  moneys,  from  the  first  of  July  to 
the  thirty-^rst  of  December,  one  thousand  seven 
handred  and  ninety-three,  induave ;  also,  his  pay- 
Meats  and  recMptsmiaceoaiitof  the  War  D^ari- 
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ment,  from  the  first  <rf  January  to  the  thirty-tet 
of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ouMty- 
four,  inclusive ;  which  were  read,  and  twderad  le 
lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  upointed  lo 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  billa  for  determining 
the  Northern  boundary  of  the  Territory  ceded  to 
the  UiUled  States  by  the  State  erf"  North  CaroliMa; 
and  that  Mr.  Walkeb,  Mr.  Blount,  and  Mr. 
PassToif,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  ttme^  the  ezportat^oa 

arms  and  ammunition,  and  encouraging  the  ii» 
portation  of  die  same,"  was  read  twice  ukd  eo»- 
mitted. 

PUBUC  CREDIT. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideimtion  of  the 
resolutions  reported  on  Wednesday  last,  from  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  The  first  resolution  being  under  conndev- 
atioD — 

Mr.  Clabk  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  over 
and  above  aU  other  duties,  there  shall  be  laid  on  j 
all  goods,  wares,  and  merctuudise,  the  growth  or  i 
manufacture  of  Chvat  Britain  or  Ireluu^  a  duty  of 
ten  per  cent.  Mr.  C.  complained  that  no  adeqiinte 
measures  had  yet  been  taken  to  compress  the  seuae 
of  the  Hotise,  on  the  injupes  committed  by  BrituB 
towards  the  commerce  of  America.  If,  afkerthis 
regulation  took  nlace,  only  one-half  of  the  goods 
were  imported  from  that  country  that  were  im* 
ported  before  it,  the  tea  per  cent,  of  ^ditioa^ 
dnty  would  be  equal  to  the  keeping  up  of  the  former 
revenue.  The  rich,  who  could  afford  to  buy  such 
commodities,  would  pay  the  impost.  Thoae 
who  could  not  buy  them  at  the  advanced  price, 
would  seek  American  manufactures,  and  tbis  . 
would  give  these  manufactures  additional  encotu^ 
agement.  ' 

Mr.  W.  Smith  was  against  the  motion.  IT  there 
is  to  be  a  war  with  England,  it  is  not  worth  while 
to  impose  duties,  as  the  trade  will  be  at  an  end.  If  ■ 
a  peace  is  to  follow,  this  motion  will  not  advance  ' 
it.   So  that,  in  either  light,  it  is  entirely  superftB- 
ous,  and  can  answer  no  useful  purpose. 

Mr.  Sbdqwick  appealed  to  the  patriotism  of  die 
gentleman  himself,  that  he  could  have  no  iivpes 
of  the  amendment  passing,  bat  it  would  consume 
immense  time  in  the  discussion,  and  produce  much 
irritation,  without  being  of  any  service  whatever. 
He  was  sure  that  the  gentleman  meant  well,  and 
he  hoped  that  when  he  reflected  on  what  had  been 
just  now  sn^ested,  he  wonld  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Clabk  did  not  know  whether  the  amend- 
ment would  pass  or  not  There  was  no  certainty 
either  way.   He  acted  for  the  best. 

Mr.  Giles.  Much  has  been  said  about  irritation. 
He,  for  his  pert,  felt  none;  and  if  the  gentleman 
ftvm  AUssaehusetts  fMr.  SEDOwtcK]  wonM  re- 
strain his  own  passions,  then  was  no  fear  of  irri- 
tation. Mr.  G.  hoped  that  the  member  had  not 
forgotten  the  lesson  delivered  by  himself  yesterday, 
as  to  snbmiflsion  to  a  majority  being  aa  csseniial 
part  in  the  ehaiaeter  of  a  RepnUieaB.  'The  gen 
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iImuii,  it  wai  tt>  be  hoped,  wwAd  likewise  re- 
member the  acknowled^ents  that  he  had  made 
of  his  own  fallibility ;  and  by  keepiog  this  in  mind, 
he  would  be  able  to  prevent  irritation.  It  was 
carioiu  enough,  that  mis  cry  had  always  come 
first  from  that  side  of  the  House,  who  were  them- 
selves most  irritated.  Mr.  Q.  then  proceeded  to 
take  a  view  of  the  probable  consequences  of  the 
fwesent  amendment.  He  adhered  to  an  idea  of 
the  adrantages  of  diminishlDg  our  correspondence 
with  Britain,  as  the  best  method  of  avoiding  the 
CMitagion  of  her  political  corraptions.  Mr.  G. 
had  heard  much  aboat  negotiation.  This  was  the 
aniversal  cry  of  a  certain  description  of  people. 
An  Envoy  had  been  appointed  to  the  Court  of 
London  to  negotiate,  and  this  measure  seemed  to 
iii^ilT  an  appeal  to  the  generosity  and  magnanim- 
ity of  the  British  nation.  He  nad  the  greatest 
reliance  on  the  purity  ol  intentions  in  this  design; 
but  appeals  of  this  kind.  Mr.  G.  considered  as  uto- 

S ether  visionary.  From  the  general  ret>ult  of  what 
e  said,  the  inference  was,  that  it  forms  a  perfect 
burlesque  of  common  sense  to  draw  any  conclu- 
sions of  British  generosity.  Whenever  any  mea- 
sure had  been  proposed,  that  went  to  support,  the 
diniity  and  independence  of  America,  witn  regard 
toBritain,  the  common  answer  was,  that  this  might 
giveo^nce — it  mi^t  irritate!  Was  this  language 
Decominff  an  independent  nation?  He  trusted 
that,  in  mtur^  we  migfit  deliberate  upon  our  do- 
mectio  arrangements  without  any  apprehension  of 

O irritation.  Mr.  Q.  obserreo,  that,  in  the 
»m  States,  there  was  a  very  general  dispo- 
sitioa  to  malti[uy  domestic  manufactures;  and 
that  this  spirit  would  effectually  dissipate  any  sus- 
l»cioa  of  mconrenience  from  tne  want  of  British 
-manufactures. 

Mr.  Tract  did  not  comprehend  what  the  mem- 
ber who  spoke  last  meant,  when  he  spoke  about 
irritation.  In  regard  to  the  question  before  the 
House,  Mr.  Clark  himself,  when  speaking  of  the 
Land  Tax  bill,  had  remarked  how  httle  time  they 
bad  to  spare.  He  would  wish  to  know,  in  how 
short  a  time  the  member  would  be  able  to  form  a 
bill  upcm  this  subject,  that  could  please  even  him- 
self? [Mr.  Clark  arose,  and  said  "  Two  hours.**] 
Mr.  T.  proceeded :  It  would  Uke  the  i^deman 
two  years.  He'  is  quick,  and  flies  ofi^said  Mr.  T., 
bat  I  appeal  to  his  experience,  as  he  has  been  in 

Kblic  Dusiness,  perhaps,  before  I  was  born.  Does 
think  that  he  can  frame  a  proper  bill  on  this 
subject  in  two  hours  ?  I  venture  to  say,  that  he 
has  not  considered  for  two  hours^  nor,  pernaps,  for 
two  minutes,  upon  this  subject,  if  he  can  make  a 
bill  that  would  satisfy  even  himself,  in  so  short  a 
time. 

Mr.  AuBs  objected  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  F1TZ8IMON8,  Mr.  Nicholas,  Mr.  Dexter, 
and  Mr.  Madison,  also  spoke.  Mr.  Fitzsihohs 
had  said,  that  there  was  a  progressive  diminution 
of  trade  with  Britain,  compared  to  the  increase  of 
American  commerce  with  other  nations. 

Mr.  Madison,  thereupon,  read  a  p^r  contain- 
iag  a  stete  of  trade  with  Britain : 
]■  1791,  the  exports  from  that  coontry  to  Amarica 

w»e  to  tha  i^nt  of  -     .  . 


fH.o»B. 


Imports  from  Amerisa  to  Britain  in- 
the  same  time    -  5,511,843 


113,990,237 


Exports  in  1792  ....  tl9,711,369 
Imports  .      .      .      .  4,798,848 


•14,913,SS1 


Mr.,CLABK  withdrew  his  motion.  The  same 
gentleman  made  a  motion  for  an  addition  of  one- 
fifth  more  than  the  present  duties  upon  all  wine, 
ardent  spirits,  and  teas.  The  resolution  was  ne- 
gatived. 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded,  farther 
to  amend  the  first  resolution,  by  striking  out,  in 
the  twenty-first  clause,  which  imposes  a  duty  on 
domestic  tonnnge,  the  words  "ships  or  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  employed  in  foreign  trade,  six 
cents  per  ton." 

Ana  on  the  question  thereupcm,  it  was  resolved 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  50,  nays  37,  as  follows: 

Y*A». — Fiflher  Ames,  Eliu  Bondinot,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Lambert  Oadwalader,  Gabriel  Christie,  Abra- 
ham CiaA,  David  Cobb,  Peteg  Coffin,  Jodiua  Coit, 
Isaac  Coles,  William  J.  Dawson,  Henry  Dearborn, 
Samuel  Dexter,  Dwigbt  Foster,  Ezebie]  Gilbert,  Alex- 
ander Gillon,  Nicholw  Oilman,  Henry  Glenn,  Benjamin 
Goodhue,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  James  Hillhonse,  John 
Wilkes  letters,  Henry  Latimer,  Amaaa  Learned,  Wil* 
liun  Lyman,  James  Madison,  Franda  Malbone,  William 
Mon^mery,  William  Vans  Murray,  JvAm  Nidiolsfl, 
John  Page,  Robert  Rutherford,  Theodore  SedgwitA, 
John  8.  Shnbnnie,  John  Smitie,  Jeremiah  Smi&,  Ze- 
^anish  Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  Qeone  lliatdier,  JmsAan 
Trumbidl,  Jdm  E.  Tan  AUui,  FhiBp  Van  Coitlaadt, 
Peter  Van  Gaaabeck,  Abraham  Venaue,  Pdq[  Wadn- 
worth,  Artemaa  Ward,  John  Watts,  Bet^aain  WiU 
lisma,  Ridiard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats. — Theodoras  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Beat^,  Thomas  Blount,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Jonathan 
Dayton,  G^rge  Dent,  William  Findley,  Thomas  Fitx- 
simons,  Williun  B.  Giles,  James  Gillespie,  James  G«r* 
don,  Chiistt^her  Greeni^  Andrew  Oregg,  WilHsm  B. 
Grove,  Geoi^  Hancock,  Daniel  Heister,  John  Hunter, 
William  Irvine,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Matthew  LoAn, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Joseph  M'Dowell,  Alexander  Mdtane, 
Andrew  Moore,  Joseph  Neville,  Anthony  New,  Natha* 
niel  Niles,  Alexander  D.  Oir,  Jonah  Parker,  Andrew 
Pickens,  Francis  Preston,  Thtanas  Scott,  larael  Smidi, 
William  Smith,  Uriah  Tnej,  and  Franci*  Walker. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded, 
further  to  amend  the  first  resolution,  and  to  in- 
crease the  duty  on  foreign  tonlu^^,  by  striking  out 
"  twenty-five  cents.**  ani  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof, 
"fifty  cents." 

And  on  tl^e  question  thereupon,  it  passed  in  die 
negative — yeas  25,  nays  61,  as  fcdiows : 

TsAS^Fisher  Ames,  Theodoms  Bailey,  Bei^smin 
Bonrae,  Abraham  Cbuk,  Hemy  Deaibom,  Samuel 
Dexter,  William  B.  Oile«,  Alexander  Offlon,  Nicholas 
6Hlman.  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Duid  Hsister,  WiUhm 
Irrine,  William  Lyman,  Janus  MadlMa,  John  PaM 
Joaah  PaAer,  Frauds  Fieston,  Robait  KBttarfad,  Jote 
8.  Sberfaama,  Jolua  Swlia,  Faler  Tan  qsashi>#,  Fian- 
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ew  Walker,  BenjiaiaiB  WilbaiBB,  Bidurd  Wbm,  ud 
Joaeph  Winston. 

Kaks. — Abraham  Baldwin,  John  Beatty,  Thomas 
Btonat,  EEaa  Boudinot,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  Gabriel 
Chiutie,  Tbomaa  Claiborne,  David  Cobb,  Pelog  Coffin, 
Joahua  Coit,  Isaac  Colea,  William  J.  Dawson,  Jonathan 
Dayton,  George  Dent,  WiUiam  Findley,  Thomas  Fttz- 
maaam,  Dwight  Foiter,  Eidtiel  Gilbert,  Jaiofls  OfUeipie, 
Henry  Glenn,  Jamea  Gordon,  ChristoiAier  Greenup, 
William  Barry  Grove,  Geo^  Hancock,  Carter  a. 
Hazriaon,  James  Hillhouae,  John  Hunter,  John  Wilkes 
Kitten,  Heary  Latimer,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland 
Lee,  Matthew  Lodte,  Nathaniel  Macon,  FianciB  Mai- 
bone,  Joaeph  M'Dowell,  Alexander  Mebane,  William 
Montgomery,  Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans  Murray, 
Jose^  Nenlie,  Anthcny  New,  Jdm  Nidiolas,  Alezan- 
dar  D.  On,  Andiew  Kckeus,  Thnnas  Scott,  Theodiwe 
Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Inmel  Smidi,  WiUiam 
Stsilh,  Zephai^  Swift,  SBaa  Talbot,  George  Thatcher, 
Uriah  Timcy,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Jonathan  Trnmboll, 
John  B.  Van  Allen,  Philm  Van  Cwtlaadt,  Abraham 
Venable,  Peleg  Wadawortn,  Janmiah  Wadaworth,  and 
John  Watta. 

An  adjoorament  was  then  called  for,  and  car- 
ried. 


Satihidat,  May  10. 

The  Speakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Chairman  of  a  meetiog  of  the  manufac- 
turers of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  coreringp  cer- 
tain resolutions  of  the  said  meeting,  expressive  of 
their  sense  of  the  proposition  now  depending  be- 
fore the  House,  for  imposing  an  excise  on  certain 
domestic  manufactures ;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
Che  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Mesaage 
from  the  Prgsidbiit  of  tbe  Unitbd  States,  of 
the  85th  of  Maieh  U»t,  encloeing  copies  of  two 
letters  from  Fulwar  Skipwith,  Consul  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  at  Martmiqne.  Whereupon, 

Reuihxd,  That  the  Prbsidbnt  of  the  UniTED 
States  be  authorized  and  requested  to  direct  the 
Hunnept  of  all  just  expenses  mcurred  by  Fulwar 
^W^^ih.  in  TeReriDg  the  wants  and  facilitating 
flie  return  of  the  seamen  belonging  to  the  vessels 
of  \hv  ^did  cl^iii[t's,  lately  taken  ana  condemned  in 
tbe  Uriti^h  We^t  India  islands,  under  orders  from 
fhe  Briri^li  j^iog:  and  that  the  said  ^ymentbe 
.made  i>iH  of  i)\y'  fund  prorided  for  the  mtercourse 
pith  Ibrei^^n  nations. 

Ortkreii.  Tliiit  a  bill  or  IhIU  be  brought  in,  pur- 
»uatit  tu  ilu'  >aid  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  KiTTBRA,  and  Mr.  Page,  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

PUBUO  ClffiDIT. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideratiim  of  the 
icsolntieiis  reported  on  Wednesday  last,  from  the 
Committee  of  Uie  Wbde  House  on  the  report  of 
the  Conmittee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Whereupon, 
the  first  resolution  being  still  under  coosideratioa, 
«  motioA  w»a  made  and  seconded,  further  to 
uunrf  the  same,  by  inserting,  in  the  Ust  olatise, 
.MDponng  a  d«<y  on  the  tonnage  of  foreign  shine  or 
md^  th«  worda  "  Biitidi  excepted  oa 
Ml  shipa  or  Teasels,  ifty  ocais  p«r  toK." 


And  on  the  qucstim  thmopcAi.  it  paaNdintiM 
negatiTe— yeas  24,  nays  SS^  as  follows : 

YiAs^JThomas  Bhrant,  Gabriri  Christie  Thaaw 
Claiborne,  WiUiam  J.  Dawsan,  WilUun  Findl^,  Wl. 
ham  B.  Gilea,  Alexander  Gallon,  Christt^iher  Oimd^ 
Carter  B.  Harrison,  William  Lymas,  Jamea  MadiHa, 
Joaeph  McDowell,  Andrew  Moore,  Anthony  New,  Jsha 
Page,  Joaiah  Parker,  Franda  Preaton,  Robert  Ratba- 
ford,  John  Smilie,  Israel  Smith,  Abraham  Venafak, 
Francis  Walker,  Benjamin  Williams,  snd  Biduid 
Winn.  1 

Natb. — Theodorua  Bailey,  John  Beat^,  Elias  Bm- 
dinotr  Benjamin  Bourne,  Lambert  Cadvalsder,  Abn- 
ham  Clark,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,Jo- 
nedian  Dayton,  Henry  Dearborn,  George  Dent,  TTw- 
mas  FitzaimonB,  Dwight  Foster,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  Jvdm 
Gillespie,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Henry  Glenn,  Benjunio 
Goodhue,  Jamea  Gordon,  Andrew  Oregg,  George  Ban- 
cock,  Daniel  Heister,  James  HflUuraae,  Wiffism  Hin^ 
man,  John  Vl^Ous  Kittera,  Heniy  Latuner,  Amsh 
Learned,  Sidiard  Bland  Lee,  Matthew  Lode,  Nttts- 
niel  Maotm,  Franda  Malbone,  Alexander  Mebaiw,Wi- 
lism  Montgomery,  Joaeph  Neville,  John  Nidkdsa,  Aln- 
ander  D.  Orr,  Andrew  Pickens,  Thomas  Scott,  Th«- 
odore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  William  Smith,  Z»- 
^laoiah  Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  George  Thatcher,  Uti^ 
Tracy,  Thmnas  Tredwell,  Jonathan  TrumbuU,  Jobs 
E.  Van  Allen,  Van  Cortland,  Petar  Vsa  Guf 
beck,  Jemniah  Wadsworth,  Artemss  Wsid,  John 
Watts,  and  Joaeph  Winston. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put.  tiutilie 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  first  resowtioa  sb 
amended,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  second  resolution,  as  amended,  was  again 
read,  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  u 
by  the  House. 

The  third  resolutifm  being  under  eonsidentiini 
a  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  to  amend  tbe 
same,  by  striking  out  the  sixth  clause  in  the  www 
following,  to  wit :  "  Deeds,  ucept  those  otberww 
particularly  rated,  twentr-4Te  cents." 

And  on  the  question  thereupoii.  it  passed  in 
negative — yeas  30,  nays  44,  as  follows : 

YiAs.— Theodores  Bailey,  Thoinas  Bkwnt, 
Claibmne,  laaac  Colea,  Geoi^  Dent,  WilKsm  Ph»"f' 
WUUsm  B.  Gilea,  Jamea  Oillnpie,  Carter  B.  Hani«A 
Daniel  Heister,  MatUiew  Locke,  William  Lyiiaa>N^ 
thaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Andrsw  Mocie,JoMp 
Neville,  Anthony  New,  Jdm  NidiolM,  AlnsodctU- 
OiT,  John  Page,  Joaiah  Patkor,  Fiandi  F>Mlaa.^ 
mas  Scott,  Jdm  Smilia.  brad  Saaiai,  Thomas  Tna> 
weU,  Philip  Van  Cortland,  Ftanda  Walksr,  B^|U>* 
Williams,  and  Joaajdi  Winston* 

N^Ta^Piaher  Amea,  EUaa  Boudinot,  BeiMiMO 
Bourne,  Lambert  CadwaUder,  Gabriel  Chrif&ie,  AW- 
ham  Clark,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  JoAus 
William  J.  Dawson,  Heniy  Dearborn,  Samuel  D«t* 
Dwight  Poatet,  Esekiel  GUbert,  Alexander  GiS\o^^ 
cbolaa  Qihnan,  Henry  Glenn,  Benjamin  ^^°°^^!^ 
Gordon,  George  Hancock,  Jamea  Hillhouae,  WuUw 
Hindman,  John  Hunter,  William  I^*^ 
Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  FrancU  Malbone,  Wi^ 
Mon^omeiT,  WiBiam  Vane  Mnmy,  Andrew  Pk*^ 
Theedmre  Sedgwick,  John  S,  l%eri>nme,  J^^^ 
Sarilh,  Wittan  Smith,  Ze^aniah  Swift,  SiluW: 
George  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jooathaa  TnigJ; 
John  E.  Van  AUe^  Pator  Van  Gaasfesck,  Pelsf  Witi- 
worth,  Ailma  Waid,  and  John  Watta. 
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Aad  then  the  mun  qnestiou  being  pat,  that  the 
HoQse  <lo  agree  to  the  said  third  resMotion  as 
MBended,  it  was  resolTed  in  the  affirmatiTe. 

The  fonrth,  fifth,  sixth,  9ev«oth,  and  nghth  re- 
M^nticms  were  again  read,  and  m  the  qoestion  se- 
verally pat  therettpon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  motioD  was  then  made  and  seeonded,to  amend 
the  said  report,  hy  adding  to  the  end  thereof  the 
followii^  resolution,  to  wit : 

**Baoioed^  Tlat,  after  the  day  of  .there be 

idoiwed  OB  exportation,  s  drawbaA  «  ■    -  per  poond 

on  idl  tebaoco ;  per  pound  im  all  nniff;  and  

per  poond  on  «U  sngan  nannfcetnred  in  ttte  United 

Ststos;  and  that  no  drawback  riiall,  ftom  die  said  

day  of  « be  allowed  on  the  exportatkm  of  any 

baceo,  aadS,  or  loaf  sagar,  imparted  into  the  United 
ante:"  , 

And  on  the  c|uestton  thereupon,  it  was  resolved 
in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  par- 
souit  to  the  said  resolutions,  and  that  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Mr.  Benjamin  Bourne,  Mr.  Orote. 
Mr.  Orr,  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Chris^ 
TIB,  Mr.  FrrzsiMOKs,  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr,  Watts, 
Mr.  Tract,  Mr.  Israbl  Smith,  Mr.  Ahbs,  Mr. 
Oilman,  and  Mr.  Latimbb,  do  |«epure  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

Mr.  Lbe,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented, according  to  order,  a  1^  pronding  for  the 

S lament  of  certain  expenses  incarred  by  Fulwar 
bpwith,  on  public  account:  wfaieh  was  read 
twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Jbkemiah  WAnewoaTB,  firom  the  commit- 
tee to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Reuben 
Smith,  for  himself  and  Nathan  Strong,  made  a 
report ;  which  was  read.  Whereupon, 

Resolved.  That  the  Collector  for  the  District  of 
New  York  be  authorized  to  remit  to  Renben 
Smith  and  Nathan  Strong,  owners  of  the  ship 
James,  of  New  York,  the  duties  and  imposts  of 
tonnage,  which  may  be  incurred  in  consequence 
of  the  incompetent  or  invalid  register  of  the  said 
ship:  Provided,  They  shall  obtain,  within  one 
hundred  and  twenty  days,  a  new  register  for  the 
said  ^ip,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
maat  to  the  said  resolution,  uid  tint  Mr.  Jeremiah 
Wadswortb,  Mr.  Qilsbrt,  and  Mr.  Foster,  do 
prepare  and  briiig  in  the  same. 

Monday,  May  12. 
An  engrossed  bill,  providing  for  the  payment  of 
certain  expenses  incurred  by  Fulwar  Skipwith,  on 
public  account,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
pttsed. 

Mr.  Jkrbmiah  Wadswokth,  fnmi  the  eonmiit- 
tee  anK>inted,  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Reuben  Smim  and  Nathan  Strops ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

On  a  motion  made  aad  seconded,  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  foUowing  resoluticHi : 

"JleaeM  That  the  oesrion  made  by  the  State  of 
Hew  York,  irfa  msoe  of  hnd  at  MontaiA  Point,  upon 
tfw  east  tmA  at  Long  Islaad,  for  the  mte  of  a  hght- 
hoMs,  is,  and  sbaU  be  dstmed  a  good  and  aufidait 


OMmm  of  the  jmisfiotimi  thmof  to  the  United  ataMs 
fin  the  porpOM  wUeh  it  was  dflsigiwd  i  and  Aat  it 
be,  and  ii  hereby,  aeonitedasnidi,anytUng  inany  law 
to  the  contrary  tfaerettC  in  aayvriae  notwitlntanding 

Ordered,  That  said  motion,  together  with  the 
copy  of  an  exemplification  of  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  York,  ceding  to  the  United  States 
the  jnrisdiction  of  certain  lands  on  Montauk 
Point,  communicated  by  a  written  Message  from 
the  Prbbident  op  tbb  Unitbd  Statbs,  of  the 
87di  of  F^niary,  1793,  be  committed  to  Mr.  Fitb- 

SIMONS,  Mr.  BBNJAMIIf  BODRNB,  vbA  Mr.  TUBD> 
WBLL. 

The  following  Message  was  received  ftom  Aa 

PRESIDUlfT  OP  TUB  UnITBD  StATM: 

Oeatiemen  of  the  Smote,  and 

of  tte  Haute  of  JEepresenteftws 

As  Uie  Lrtler  whidi  I  ferwaided  ta  Congiesi  on  Iht 
16th  day  of  April  last,  from  the  Minister  Plenipotentia- 
ry of  Hu  Britannic  Ma^est^,  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
in  umrer  to  a  Memorial  of  onr  Minister  in  London, 
related  to  a  very  intereettnf  tobject,  I  thought  it  pr(^>er 
not  to  delay  its  communication.  But,  nnoe  ttiat  time, 
the  Memonal  itself  baa  been  received,  in  a  letter  from 
ooT  Minister,  and  a  reply  has  bean  made  to  that  answer 
1^  the  SsoMtsay  of  State.  Closes  <tf  ttiem  an*  ttav^ 
fan,  now  tnmaiailledi 

I  also  send  the  oop^  of  a  Letter  from  the  Goremor  of 
Bhode  Island,  enelowig  an  Act  at  the  Legidature  of 
Aat  Stale,  empowettaig  die  United  States  to  hM  lands 
within  the  same,  fat  me  pmposs  (tf  erecting  fintifioa- 
tioiu ;  and  certain  papers  cononning  patents  fat  the 
donation  lands  to  the  anctoit  setllen  of  Vinoaanei^ 
upon  the  Wabash.  . 

O.  WASHINGTON. 
(JviT»  Statib,  Majf  13,  17M. 

The  said  Message  and  papers  wme  md,  and 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  makiiig  further  and 
more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
fiwtiers  of  the  United  States to  irifich  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

STATES'  ACCOUNTS. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

"Rtaoived,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Trewwy  ftir- 
nish  the  ExecQtives  of  the  several  States  with  a  copy  of 
the  book  nmiked  A,  depociled  m  the  Treasury  Dcfiart- 
ment  by  die  CcHninissu>nen  whs  settled  die  accounts 
between  the  mdividual  SUtes  and  die  United  Ststes 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  be  committed 
to  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Gilbert,  and  Mr.  Hillhoobb. 

Mr.  Macon  then  moved  that  a  oomr  of  a  book 
in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury's  office,  marked 
E,  should  be  transmitted  to  each  of  the  States. 

Mr.  SbiwWiok  said,  that  if  it  was  proper  to 
raise  disocvd  aud  jealousy  in  the  United  States, 
and  to  feed  them,  then  the  motion  was  right ;  but 
if  it  was  proper  to  keep  the  States  in  mutual  ha(- 
mony.  the  motion  was  wrong.  A  gentleman  hnl 
said  tnat  the  contents  of  the  book  were  so  short, 
that  he  could  make  three  copies  of  it  in  a  da^. 
Why,  thra,  if  he  wanted  coiaes,  let  him  send  his 
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elerk  to  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
mt  a  dozen  capie*  made  at  onoe.  There  was  no- 
uiinff  to  hinder  him  from  doing  so.  But  whf ,  to 
use  the  words  <if  a  great  man,  should  the  House 
belittle  themselres  by  interposing  in  snch  a  matter? 

Mr.  Vbnablb  said,  that  oi  all  which  he  had 
erer  heard,  this  sort  of  arguing  was  the  most  ex- 
traordinary. The  book  contamed  an  account  of 
the  settlem«it  of  the  debts  due  between  the 
United  Sutes.  By  this  statemeat,  North  Ca- 
rolina was  largely  debtor,  and  Massachusetts 
largely  the  creditor.  Yet  the  members  from  the 
latter  State  refuse  to  let  the  former  took  into 
the  matter.  You,  the  debtors,  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  mode  of  settling  tne  account.  We, 
the  creditors,  are  satisfied  that  it  is  right.  This 
appeared  to  be  the  substance  of  some  of  Mr.  V.'s 
reasonings. 

Mr.  Datton  said  that,  in  New  Jersey,  they 
wanted  no  such  copy.  The  question  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  who  are  to  make  a  report 
on  the  propriety  of  transmitting  t^ial  copies  of 
the  bow  marked  E  to  each  of  the  fifteen  United 
States. 

Mr.  CitABE  complained  that  members  did  not 
attend  punetodly  at  ten  in  the  mwniog,  which 
made  it  necessary  for  the  Home  to  sit  tilT  three. 

THE  EMBARGO. 
On  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

*'Betohed,bythe  Senate  andHoateo/Repreamiatitea 
«f  <Ae  UnUed  Statet  of  America  in  Congress  auembUd, 
That  the  prwent  embugo  be  continn^  uid  tyzrj  re- 
gnbrtion  ttmem  shall  b«  in  ftaU  fcica  imtil  the  twenti* 
eth      irf"  June  next:** 

Mr.  Parkbb  obserred,  that,  althou^  he  was 
much  in  &Tor  of  the  Embargo  when  it  was  first 
enacted,  yet,  at  the  preamt  tune,  he  thought  it 
would  be  improper  to  continue  it. 

At  that  time,  a  system  was  formed  br  a  majo- 
rity of  the  House,  for  carrying  into  effect  mea- 
sures that  niight  counteract  the  nefarious  practices 
of  the  British  Qoremment  on  our  commerce ; 
that  the  first  object  which  jvesented  itself  to  him 
was  to  lay  an  Embargo,  in  order  that  the  latge 
fleets  and  armies  of  the  British  in  the  West  In- 
dies, who  were  there  <hi  a  design  to  conquer  the 
islands  of  our  friends,  and  had  committed  robbe- 
ries  on  neutral  property,  that  would  disgrace  a 
iModitti  of  pirates ;  and,  in  order  that  they  should 
be  deprired  of  the  supplies  which  they  might  re- 
quire, as  well  as  to  prevent  the  fbrther  capture  of 
our  Teasels,  and  treating  the  American  flag  and 
etticens  with  insolt  and  cruelty,  I  thought  that 
would  he  the  stepping^one  to  other  measures 
whieh  were  concerted  to  of^tose  the  insults  of  our 
enemies,  and  doing  justice  to  our  citizens,  whose 
m^perty  had  been  robbed  and  persons  abused  by 
British  armed  vessels ;  that  this  was  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  WX  which  had  passed  the  House  of 
Represenutires  by  a  great  majority  fbr  breaking 
off  all  commerce  with  (3reat  Britain  after  Novem- 
ber  next,  and  this  was  to  be  followed  by  an  arresta- 
tion  of  British  property,  to  reimburse  onr  citizens 
(«t  the  leases  we  nad  sustained }  th^  as  the  se- 


cond meaaore  was  rejected  by  the  Toiee  of  ^ 
VioB  ^BSiDBHT  in  Seute,  whieh  had  brokca 
the  chain ;  andju  the  Pbbbibbiit  had  aiipoiiiieda 
pacific  EluToy  Extnordiiuury  to  the  British  Court 
and  as  the  fleets  and  armies  of  the  British  in  the 
West  Indies,  under  Sir  John  Jerris  and  Sir 
Charles  Giey,  had  captured  most  of  the  Pr^eb 
islands,  he  thought  it  would  be  improper  to  con- 
tinue toe  Embargo,  the  more  so  as  the  PaBSiOBirT, 
by  slipping  iu  and  arresting  the  prepress  of  the 
Representatives,  no  doubt,  with  a  certain  hope  <tf 
the  continuance  of  peace,  and  being  responsible 
therefor,  he  deemed  it  best  not  to  interfere,  and  to 

S'  ve  up  every  further  prospect  of  hostilitr,  until 
e  event  of  the  mission  to  Britain  shall  be  known. 
Another  reason  that  operated  very  forcibly  w^ 
him,  was,  that  our  French  friends  were  much  id 
want  of  provisions ;  and,  as  there  was  no  prospect 
of  discriminations  in  their  &Tor.  whieh  he  nad 
wished  fin,  he  should  gire  it  as  hu  t^nniOB,  that 
it  would  be  improper  to  contintie  the  Enbaigo 
after  the  25th  instant. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  Admiaistia- 
tion  of  this  GtoTerament,  certain  gentlemen,  and 
particularly  those  of  the  Elastern  States,  had 
been  chared  with  regulating  their  political  con- 
duct by  local  considerations.  They  had  disn- 
garded  the  interest  of  every  part  oi  the  United 
States,  but  the  particular  districts  of  country  from 
which  they  came.  The  charge  was  now  re- 
versed :  those  districts  have  suflered  infinitely  be- 
yond their  neighbors,  by  the  effects  of  those  mea- 
sures of  which  we  complain ;  an<L  notwithstand- 
ing all  this,  the  Representatives  of  those  districu 
have  all  at  once  so  totally  changed,  have  beeoiae 
so  tame,  so  terjtid,  as  to  be  regardless  fjS  the  inta<- 
ests  ana  sufferings  of  their  immediate  eonstitn- 
ents.  Nor  (said  be)  is  this  all;  our  kind  Scuihen 
brethren  have,  from  pure  disinterested  benevo- 
lence, and  with  a  most  aente  aensihility,  deter- 
mined to  procure  for  our  constituents  that  redress 
to  which  we  are  indifferent. 

It  had  been  said,  that  the  gentlemen  who  were 
in  favor  of  indemnification  had  opposed  every 
measure  of  eneigy.  They  had,  indeed,  opponed 
certain  measures  to  which  they  would  give  a  very 
different  appellation.  They  had  not  only  favored, 
but  had  been  the  authors  of  every  measure  d  re- 
spectable efficiency,  as  well  in  respect  to  foroe,  as 
the  means  of  defraying  the  expenses  which  our 
situation  had  rendered  it  necessary  should  be  in- 
curred. He  need  not  say  who  had  opposed  thoM 
measures. 

Mr.  FiTZSiMoifs  ho^  that  the  House  would 
not  agree  to  the  resolution.  He  stated  the  nonHT- 
ous  inconveniences  which  had  arisen  from  the 
measure  already.  The  system  of  British  condoci 
was  now  altered.  There  were  at  present  many 
ships  detained  in  the  harbors  of  the  United  States, 
that  were  cleared  out  before  the  Embargo  was 
laid.  Their  detention,  as  fiir  as  he  could  lean, 
was  contrary  to  the  common  practice  of  natiiHK. 
in  cases  of  that  nature. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  that  the  reason  vHiy  the 
Embargo  had  been  laid  on  was,  the  piracies  of 
Britun.  The  seeond  orders  of  the  6ih  itf  Jaauary 
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hst  had  prodooed  no  attertttioti  for  the  better,  in 
the  eoBdnct  of  her  privMeers.  We  had  yet  heard 
nothing  Irom  the  agents  despatched  to  the  West 
Indies ;  and  we  onjrht  not  to  revoke  the  Embar^ 
till  some  change  of  system,  on  the  part  of  Britain, 
should  warrant  the  measure ;  we  Imew  nothing 
abont  the  actual  state  of  matters  in  the  West  la- 
dies. The  newspapers  were  filled  with  stories  oS 
releasing  American  Tessels  in  <»ie  island,  and 
eaptvring  them  in  another.  One  eaplain  had 
oome  to  this  port,  and  ttdd  a  story  to  the  editor 
ft  newspaper.  He  then  went  to  anoUier  puUisher 
of  &  paper,  and  told  a  story  quite  mptmitel  The 
House  could  make  nothing  of  stna  a  farrago — 
soch  a  jumble  of  eouttadictoty  reports.  The  pub- 
lic sentiment  was  against  takmgoff  the  Embargo. 

Mr.  Waobworth  was  against  the  motitHi.  It 
had  been  said  that  American  shiw  did  not  arrive 
IroiD  the  West  Indies.  They  did  arrive  in  great 
numbers,  and  as  quickly  as  could  be  expected. 
From  this  he  inferred  that  the  ravages  of  British 
privateers  had,  in  a  great  measine,  ceased.  Insur- 
ance at  present  is  not  higher  than  t«i  per  cent. 
A  million  of  bushels  of  salt  will  be  wanted  this 
season  in  the  American  States ;  and  they  will  be 
a  mini<m  of  doUars  dearer,  if  the  Embargo  is  kept 
on,  than  if  It  is  taken  off.  Mr.  W.  said,  that  he 
had  got  home  all  his  importatlius  fix  this  year. 
He  had  nothing,  theref(we,  to  apprehend  on  his 
own  aoeount,  from  the  continuance  of  the  Embar- 
It  was  his  firm  opinion,  and  he  could  declare 
II  upon  his  honor  to  be  so,  that,  if  the  Embargo 
coDtinned,  the  valoe  of  his  own  imports  would 
rise  (Hie  hundred  per  cent.  He  believed  that  salt 
would  rise  to  three  dollars  a  bushel. 

Mr.  NioBOLAB  had  approved  of  the  Embargo 
when  imposed;  and  he  now  hoped  that  it  would 
be  repealed  b^  as  great  a  majority  as  that  which 
voted  for  laymg  it  on. 

Mr.  Giles  recommended  a  discontinuance  of 
the  Embargo.  The  gentleman  from  South  C&ro- 
Ittua  had  ui^d  the  public  sentiment  as  a  reason 
for  kee^ng  it  on.  He  was  glad  to  hear  that  the 
poblic  sentiment  was  an  argument  in  that  Home 
ftr  the  adoption  of  meaaores ;  and  he  was  particn- 
bily  highly  pleased  that  this  respect  for  tne  pub- 
lie  sentiment  had  now  come  from  the  quarter 
fiom  which  it  was  at  present  announced.  He 
hinted  that  the  gentleman  [Mr.  W.  Smith]  had 
Bot  always  paid  an  equal  deference  to  public  sen- 
duaent.  He  was  for  the  Embargo  being  taken  off, 
because  he  understood  that  France  would  suffer 
cooaideraUy  by  its  continuanee ;  because  it  would 
materially  affect  the  American  fanners;  and  be- 
cause, as  the  danger  was  now  more  fully  known, 
merchants  would  l>eware  of  the  danger,  and  i>ro- 
Tide  more  or  less  for  their  indiridual  security. 
Farmers  in  the  United  States  had  entered  into 
contracts  of  various  kinds.  Fot  the  discharge  of 
these,  they  depended  on  the  sale  <^  their  crops. 
He  was  (niginally  for  the  measure,  which  had  an- 
swered many  good  pnrposei,  by  tnerenttng  Ame- 
tieaa  veasds  irom  fiiUmg  into  the  hands  of  : 
tiA  printeers.  'He  was  likewise  for  it,  as  eoi- 
aoeted  w^  a  system  of  othermeasnres.  [Mr.  O. 
•IWed  w  the  seqoastcatiai  of  Britieb  prapcrty, 


[H.orR. 


&c.]  These  measures  had  been  laid  aside ;  and 
therefore,  he  would  now  likewise  be  for  laying 
this  aside. 

Mr.  Datton  said,  that  he  had  been  in  favor  of 
laying  the  EmbergOj  both  in  the  first  month  end  in 
the  second  month  of  its  continuance ;  bnt  be  should 
now  be  opposed  to  the  proposition  on  the  table, 
and  against  extending  the  £mbargo  beyond  the 
36th  of  this  month,  when  the  present  one  would 
exinre.  He  would  not  be  understood  to  found  any 
part  of  his  conduct  upon  a  bdief  that  there  was  a 
returning  sense  of  justice  in  the  Government  of 
Chreat  ^tain,  or  that  there  had  been  any  material 
change  in  the  predatory  system.  He  lamented 
that  any  of  those  who  were  on  the  same  side 
should  have  entertained  such  a  beli<if,  and  espe- 
cially that  they  should  have  mentioned  it  as  an 
a^ument  against  the  motion.  Where,  he  asked, 
was  the  proof  that  the  instructions  of  the  8th  m 
January  nad  effected  a  change  favorable  to  this 
country  in  the  conduct  of  that  nation  ?  If  there 
was  such  a  change,  as  some  gentlemen  asserted, 
where  were  the  two  or  three  hundred  Amertcan 
vessels  that  have  been  captured  and  carried  into 
the  British  West  India  islands?  If  we  look  for 
them  in  otu  ports,  they  are  not  to  be  found.  It  to 
true,  that  now  and  then  a  solitary  vessel  enters 
into  our  harbors,  escaped  from  mitish  depreda- 
tion :  but  ^on  would  near  the  seamen  who  ar- 
rived felicitating  one  another  almost  as  much  as  if 
they  had  escapM  from  the  clutches  of  pirates.  Ha 
said  that  those  instructions  might  make  them 
more  complacent  highwaymen,  but  still  they 
would  be  highwaymen.  They  might  practise  a 
little  more  of  the  solemn  mockery  of  judicial  pro- 
cess; they  might  be  a  little  more  observant  of 
forms ;  btit  they  had  since  continued,  and  wonld 
probably  continue  to  rob  us.  He  mentioned  those 
things  to  show  that  there  were  other  considera- 
tions which  influenced  him.  These  were,  that  an 
Embargo  would  operate  hereafter  most  unfieivora- 
bly  fca  ourselves,  particularly  onr  farmers,  and  for 
our  allies,  the  French.  Proiduee,  he  said,  would 
certainly  fall  much  lown,  if  we  eontinned  the 
Embargo  longer  than  the  l^th.  Onr  fiirmers  and 
planterK  depend  upon  the  sale  of  that  produce  to 
pay  their  debts,  or  to  purchase  necessanes  for  their 
families ;  and  the  resolution  on  the  table  wonld 
operate  doubly  bard  for  them,  not  only  in  lower- 
ing the  value  of  the  product  of  their  farms,  but  by 
increasing  the  price  of  every  foreign  article  which 
they  woiud  need  to  purchase  from  the  merchants. 
The  injury  which  its  further  continuance  would 
occasion  to  our  allies,  the  French,  had  great  weight 
with  him  in  opposing  it.  It  could  not  be  denied, 
that  France  was  much  more  dependent  upon  this 
country  for  supplies  of  provisiooa,  in  her  present 
arduous  stru^e,  than  any  other  nation,  or  than 
all  others ;  and  he  inferred  from  thence,  that  there 
could  not  be  a  disposition  in  that  House  to  extend 
a  prohibition  which  should  add  to  the  sufferings 
of  ^ose  who  are  fighting  in  the  cause  of  liber^ 
against  the  most  powarnil  combination  that  was 
ever  formed  to  cnwi  it. 

Mr:  Dbztbb  was  likewise  for  taking  off  the  E  m- 
bnrgo.    It  was  become  pretty  evident  that  the 
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United  Sutes  are  not  in  immediate  danger  of  hoe- 
tilities.  It  was  difficult  to  coatiaue  the  Embargo 
till  we  could  hear  from  Mr.  Jay,  which  might  re- 
fuire  six  months.  Farmers  suffer  as  much  oy  the 
present  restraint  upon  commerce  as  they  would 
suffer  by  war. 

Mr.  Clark  was  for  letting  the  Embargo  die  of 
ittelf.  He  did  not  think  it  quite  fair  for  gentle- 
men all  to  speak  upon  one  side  of  a  question. 
There  was  another  Embargo  that  Mr.  C.  wished 
to  see  taken  off  as  soon  as  it  could  be  done  with 
pn^iety.  We  have  been  embargoed  in  this 
House,  said  he,  for  six  months,  uid  if  we  persist 
in  this  habit  of  making  fine  speeches  upon  every 
occasion,  it  will  be  a  long  time  before  this  second 
Embargo  can  be  taken  on. 

Mr.  GiLLON  desired  that  the  matter  might  hare 
a  full  discussion.  He  and  hu  colleague  from 
Charleston  su^iOTted  the  motion  by  order  of  their 
MHkstitaents. 

Mr.  Hdntbr  then  laid  on  the  table  a  letter  sub- 
scribed by  forty-eight  of  the  merchants  and  other 
citizens  of  Charleston,  who  had  suffered  by  the 
piracies  of  Britain,  with  a  list  of  the  ships  thus 
taken,  and  an  estimate  of  their  vidue.  The  letter 
was  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  GiLtON  then  proceeded  to  make  a  variety 
of  remarks  in  support  of  the  motion  before  the 
House.  He  apologized,  if  any  part  of  what  he 
had  to  lay,  should  seem  a  digression,  as  the  sub- 
ject was  of  BO  great  an  extent  Mr.  G.  said,  that 
ne  remembered,  in  that  Assembly,  in  1777,  they 
had  used  to  flatter  themselves,  tw  the  Eastern 
States  would  build  ships,  and  tne  Southern  would 
swply  them  with  cai^oes ;  and  they  would  mu- 
tually support  the  interest  of  each  otner.  He  re- 
gretted that  this  cordiality  was  not,  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  so  ardent  as  could  have  been  wished. 
As  to  Britain  relaxing  her  outrages  in  the  West 
Indies,  the  sole  ofaject  of  that  natiui  is  gain,  no 
matter  by  what  means  it  could  be  obtainra.  Mr. 
G.,  to  show  the  infamy  of  Britain  in  its  proper 
li|;ht,  quoted  some  passages  from  the  letter  of  a 
captain  in  the  West  Indies,  who  had  received  the 
most  unprovoked  and  the  most  horrible  ueatment 
from  these  miscreants. 

Mr.  G.  hoped  that  the  Eimbargo  would  couinue 
for  a  long;er  period  than  to  the  gSth  of  June,  the 
term  specked  in  the  resdatjon.  He  reeommended 
that  the  House  should  adjourn  but  for  a  short 
time,  and  continue  the  restriction  till  they  sat 
again.  It  had  been  said,  that  this  Btq>  would  in- 
jure our  allies }  that  the  price  of  imports  would 
rise,  while  that  of  exports  would  fall  He  would  • 
be  one  of  the  last  men  willing  to  distress  oar  al- 
lies. He  hoped  that  the  Embargo  might  be  re- 
stricted, so  as  to  let  the  French  import  from  this 
country  whatever  they  wanted  in  Americui  bot- 
toms. This  would  i»omote  our  commerce,  if 
gentlemen  acqnainted  with  that  business  consid- 
ered the  measure  as  practicable.  Reverting  to 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  Wadbworth,  Mr.  G.  ob- 
served, that  salt  is  at  present  only  three  shillings 
and  six  pence,  or  four  wiUiogs  a  bushel  in  Charles- 
ton. Tne  price^  hu  fiULen  there^  and  it  has  not 
eren  tmat  nt  Philadel^us.  He  did  not  see  much 


danger  of  a  rise  in  the  price  of  fonign  artidsi 
here  i  merchant  ships  came  at  present  fremicnt^ 

to  this  country.  They  encourage  one  anouier,  ai 
sure  of  a  high  market;  and,astothe  Emba^ 
they  say  that  it  cannot  hoi  i  long.  If  ^e  Bmsdi 
depredatitms  have  ceased,  Jl  certainly  is  not  owm| 
to  any  change  of  princi|de  m  them.  Butoarak^ii 
are  kept  safe  at  home  in  our  harbors ;  their  Bri- 
tish system  changes  with  the  course  of  evenu  u 
Europe.  No  nation  is  more  insolent  in  prosperity; 
none  more  humiliated  in  adversity.  Mr.  G.  eoti- 
eluded  by  ej^treasing  a  hope  that  some  way  mi^ 
be  contrumted  for  keeping  on  an  Embargo,  wit^ 
out  injury  to  the  farmers.  If  this  conld  not  be 
done,  It  must  be  taken  ofil 

Mr.  MCRR4T  hoped  that  the  reeoluUiHi  wouU 
not  succeed.  Indeed  he  thought,  that  a  total  re- 
fusal of  its  terms  would  consbt  of  our  true  policy. 
He  said,  he  was  amoof  those  who  supported  tm 
first  unsuceessfnl  vote  for  an  Embargo,  and  bad  in 
each  following  vote  been  for  it.  There  were  two 
reasons  that  luid  led  him  to  think  the  Embargo  a 
good  measure,  when  it  was  laid,  and  cootiiwed: 
the  risk  the  American  trade  and  seamen  weic 
exposed  to  from  that  infamous  course  of  depreda- 
tion which  fcdlowed  the  Orders  of  the  6ih  of  No- 
vember, and  the  evidence  that  flowed  from  that 
Order  of  an  intention  to  involve  this  country  in 
war.  The  depredation  on  our  trade  had  been  in- 
mense;  and  the  Slmba^  was  not  only  deieauUe 
as  a  good  cautionary  measure,  to  secure  the  se»- 
mea  and  vessels  of  this  eountry  from  Tioleneei 
but  by  shutting  out  our  vessels  from  the  opporto- 
nity  of  being  Tongn  exposed  to  British  depreda- 
tion, the  occasions  would  be  diminished  that  woaid 
brii^;  up  tlie  irksc»ne  question,  how  far  Govern- 
ment is  oound  to  indemnify  citizens  for  loasea  soe- 
tained  under  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  national 
The  same  act  under  which  the  deiwedatioos  had 
been  committed,  manifested  a  spirit  of  hostility 
that  betrayed  the  probability  of  war.  He  had  be- 
lieved, when  he  voted  for  the  Embargo,  that  there 
was  sometiiing  of  system  in  the  November  6th  Or- 
der. He  thought  that  Order  was  the  first  move- 
ment of  a  system  of  hostile  operations,  whichaome 
intermediate  events  had  set  aside:  of  this,  the  Or- 
der of  the  8th  January,  and  the  subsequent  dis- 
missal of  the  captured  vessels,  was  evideneed.  If 
the  dewedatioiis  have  ceased,  and  the  vends  cap- 
tured nave  been  released,  and  if  the  probability  of 
war  be  diminished,  the  leading  motives  that  justi- 
fied 60  Strong  a  measure  had  ceased  to  operate^ 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  vessels  that  have  been 
taken  have  been  released:  the  daily  arrivals  in 
various  parts  of  xhe  UnicHi  prove  thu.  Had  the 
chance  of  war  continued  in  full  force,  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  Embargo,  as  is  designed  by  this 
resolution,  thoiigh  it  sttmd  on  a  puodigious  sacri- 
fice of  present  interest,  would  have  been  not  only 
defensible,  but  perhaps  essential.  It  would  not 
only  prove  negatively  a  benefit  in  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  shipping  and  seamen,  but  would  ope- 
rate, in  the  most  sensible  manner,  as  a  withdrawal 
of  su{mlies  from  the  Power  with  whom  hostilities 
might  be  expected.  This  great  sacrifice  to  polMy 
heeoaU  not  mw  beliere  to  be  aeeesiary  li>f  i 
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Uutn  the  term  udgned  by  law^— the  S6th  <a  thia 
month. 

The  reason  why  he  had  voted  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  Endiargo,  though  we  had  received  in- 
tellii^ace  of  the  revocation  of  the  obnoxious  and 
shameful  Order  of  6th  November,  was,  because  he 
had  kwt  all  confidence  in  the  justice  or  wisdom  of 
chose  who  issued  it;  as  he  thought  the  first  unjust 
Igr  jpremeditatton,  he  had  suspected  the  last  as  in- 
aubooa:  howem,  this  we  know,  that  they  have 
Kleased  onr  Tesaeb.  So  ver^rexteDave  were  the 
inflaenee  of  embargoes  in  this  eovntry,  diat  no- 
thing but  dire  neeasuty  could  justify  them;  a 
eountry  with  small  cafHtal  and  yet  of  immense 
export,  and  a  great  part  of  that  export  of  a  quality 
that  could  not  endure  the  Summer's  heat.  In  such 
a  moment  as  the  present,  where  evidence  of  the 
opinicHis  of  the  puolic  was  so  contradictory,  he 
would  endeavor  to  do  what  appeared  to  be  the 
broad  and  general  interest.  There  was,  he  be- 
lieved, a  field  open  to  speculation  by  the  doubt 
entertained  of  this  day's  decision:  a  variety  of 
opposiie  interests  of  course  were  thus  created, 
ana  opinions  and  wishes  might  be  expected  out 
of  doors  from  the  different  news  of  self-interest 
Those  who  had  to  purchase  grain,  for  instance, 
«alcnlaa'ng  on  the  umost  certain  termination  of 
the  Embargo  some  time  this  Summer,  and  fore- 
seeing great  prices  in  foreisn  markets,  might,  if 
they  were  actuated  by  selfish  principles,  wish  to 
see  this  resolution  succeed.  As  the  aspect  of  af- 
fairs had  certainly  considerably  altered,  and  the 
reasons  that  led  to  the  Embargo  had  so  diminished 
as  no  longer  to  warrant  either  a  dread  of  the  cap- 
ture of  our  vessels  or  the  apprehension  of  war,, 
(at  least  speedily,)  he  hoped  the  resolution  would 
nil  of  success. 

Mr.  BoDDiNOT  asked  what  assurance  we  have, 
that  Britain  will  not  play  the  same  game  over 
^ain  that  she  has  done  already?  Does  not  that 
new  Order  prohibit,  as  much  as  ever,  American 
vessels  from  carrying  provisions  to  our  West  In- 
dia Idands?  As  to  the  Republic  of  Fnmce^  he 
eoald  make  great  allowances  for  their  situation; 
bat,  after  all,  what  apoh^y  could  there  be  made 
fin-  the  starving  of  American  sailors  in  French 
harbors?  Is  this  proper?  These  men,  as  Mr.  B. 
had  been  well  informed,  were  at  this  moment  ac- 
toally  starving,  and  in  want  of  the  common  ne- 
cessaries of  life.  If  the  Embargo  is  taken  off,  this 
mast  be  done  upon  the  principle  that  it  ought 
nerer  to  have  been  laid  on.  We  must  expect, 
that  if  our  ships  go  beck  again  to  the  West  Indies, 
they  will  be  taken  as  formerly.  He  could  wish 
to  stand  by  the  measure,  since  it  had  once  been 
adopted,  and  let  the  West  Indies  see  that  we  can 
starve  them  out;  let  them  see  that  we  can  make 
them  feel  the  effects  of  our  measures.  He  did  not 
wish  to  continue  the  Embargo  one  moment  longer 
Uwn  iKiblic  necessity  requires;  bnt  to  have  made 
the  merchants  and  farmers  snifer  as  they  have 
done  for  two  months,  and  then  to  have  the  busi- 
ness end  in  nothing,  was  rather  vexations. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  defended  hi«  resolution.   It  had 
been  allied,  that  emigrants  wanting  to  get  back 
to  the  West  indies,  woe  ferevented  1>y  uis  EUn* 
3d  CoH^SS 


bargo.  Qovemment  had  provided  for  that.  The 
point,  it  is  said,  has  been  determined,  that  the  West 
Indies  depend  on  America  for  subsistence.  He 
asserted,  on  the  contrary,  that  this  point  was  not 
determined;  and  this  revocation  will  prove  to  the 
world,  that  we  are  as  eager  to  sell,  as  they  are  to 
bay.  He  hoped  that  there  was  a  spirit  in  this 
country  to  stand  the  consequences  of  the  mea- 
sures. He  next  replied  to  the  irtnueal  appkuse 
bestowed  upon  him  in  a  fiormer  part  of  this  de- 
bate, by  Mr.  Oilbs,  for  his  recently  assumed  re- 
spect to  the  public  sentiment  He  said  that  it  is 
often  very  difficult  to  say  what  public  sentiment 
is.  The  member  himself  had  often  opposed  the 
public  sentiment:  he  had  opposed  the  arming  of 
frigates,  and  yet  that  was  surely  a  popular  mea- 
sure. At  the  same  time,  he  hoped  that  no  mem- 
ber would  vote  for  a  measure  that  his  judgment 
condemns,  because  it  is  said  to  be  a  popular  one; 
as  this  would  reduce  him  to  a  mere  puppet — a 
machine.  It  had  been  said,  that  this  Embai^ 
should  be  taken  off  on  account  of  France;  bat  our 
vessels,  if  that  obstacle  is  removed,  will  not  ffo  to 
France:  they  will  go  to  the  West  Indies,  where 
they  can  get  thirty  dollars  a  barrel  for  their  floor, 
which  they  cannot  get  in  France. 

Mr.  S.  next  adverted  to  the  other  Embergo,  mom 
the  members  of  the  House^  referred  to  by  Mr. 
Clark.  He  hoped  that  public  business  would  not 
be  treated  with  levity,  and  tlwt  they  would  rise, 
when  they  found  it  convenient;  but  if  the  gentle- 
man was  so  very  impatient  to  get  home,  he  could 
be  very  well  spued  by  the  House. 
Mr.  Clark  rose,  and  said  a  few  words  in  reply. 
Mr.  GiLBS  approved  of  the  idea  of  Mr.  Gilldh, 
as  to  the  limiting  the  Embargo  to  the  saUing  of 
vessels  for  the  West  Indies:  and  a  resolution  to 
this  effect  was  laid  by  the  member  on  the  table. 
Mr.  G.  thought  this  a  proper  discrimination,  and, 
if  it  could  oe  effected,  the  true  ground  that  the 
House  ought  to  take.  As  to  what  the  farmers  of 
America  had  suffered  by  the  Embargo,  Mr,  G.  be- 
lieved that  there  was  not  a  sin^^e  planter  in  the 
district  which  he  represented,  who  would  not  nr 
ther  bmn  hb  wheat,  and  dance  round  the  bonfire, 
than  sell  it  to  the  West  Indies  to  feed  the  British 
army.  He  would  have  brousht  forward  a  motion 
of  this  nature  sooner,  but  he liad  not  thoaght  that 
it  would  succeed,  nor  did  he  think  yet  that  it 
would.  It  would  however  show  his  sentiments, 
and  he  hoped  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  W.  Smith,]  if  he  was  anxious  to  support  his 
reputation  for  consistency,  would  give  his  vote  for 
the  resolution. 

The  question  being  put,  to  ammd  the  resolution, 
by  inserting,  after  the  word  "continued,"  the  words 
"upon  all  vessels  bound  to  the  West  Indies,  Ber- 
muda, or  Nova  Scotia :"  it  passed  in  the  negatir^- 
yeas  34,  nays  52,  as  follows: 

YxAfl. — John  Beattf,  Abnhsm  Claik,  lumc  Coles, 
Jonathan  Dayton,  George  Dent,  William  Findtey,  Wil- 
liun  B.  Giles,  Alexander  GiUon,  Nichdaa  Gilman,  Chris* 
tmher  Greenup,  George  Hancock,  Daniel  Heister,  Jdm 
Hunter,  Matthew  Locke,  WiUiam  Lyman,  Nathaniel  Map 
em,  James  Madimin,  Franeb  MalboDe,  Andrew  Moon, 
Fstsr  MnUsnboig,  JoM^h  Neville*  Alexander  I».  Orr, 
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AbImw  Pkkoii,  FiuiebTmtaii.  Jflkn  S.  Sbobm 
JAn  SmiliA,  IvulSmith,  wmnmemith,  TluHiiMTnd- 
WBlliAbnliamTeDaUe,  Ftaiich  Walker,  Bei^juninWil- 
Bfww,  Ridurd  Winn,  and  Joaeph  Winston. 

NATH^Fiflher  Ames,  Theodonu  Bailey,  Abrahun 
Baldwin,  Thomaa  Blount,  Etiaa  Boudinot,  BeiQainin 
Bourne,  Lambert  CsdwaUdei,  Thomaa  P.  Carnes,  Ga- 
briel Chiifltie,  ThomaB  Claiborne,  David  ColA,  Pel^ 
CofBo,  Jodioa  C<ut,  William  J.  Dawson,  Henty  Dear- 
born, Smnel  Dexter,  Thomas  Filzsimoiu,  Dwi^  Fos- 
ter, E»kiel  Gilbert,  James  (Menue,  Hemy  Glenn,  Ben- 
jamin Ooodhne,  Jamea  Gordoa,  Andrew  Gregg,  8amnd 
Chiffin,  William  Barry  Grove,  Jamea  Hfflhouse,  William 
Hindman,  Amaaa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Joseph 
McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane,  William  Mon^omery, 
William  Vans  Mtum,  Anthony  New,  John  Nichtdaa, 
John  Page,  Josiah  Patker,  Th(Hna«  Scott,  Theodore 
Sedgwick,  Z«c^unuh  Swift,  fittas  TaUiot,  George  That- 
oher,  Uriah  Tnej,  Jonathan  TnanboHt  John  E.  Tan 
AUen.  Phili|>  Van  CortUndt,  Petal  Van  Ousbeek,  Peleg 
WadswoAh,  JevHuiah  Wadswoidi,  Aitemu  Waid,  and 
John  Watts. 

And  then  the  main  qoMtum  being  taken,  that 
the  House  do  acree  to  the  said  reeolatioD.  it  pass- 
ed in  the  negatiTe— yeas  13,  nays  73,  as  follows: 

Tusv— John  Beatty,  Klias  Boudinot,  Lambert  Cad- 
walader,  Ge<^e  Dent,  Alexander  Gillon,  Benjamin 
Oeodhue,  John  Hunter,  Frands  Malbone,  Joseph  Ne- 
vHle,  J<^  Page,  William  Smith,  Artemaa  Ward,  and 
Baahard  Wins. 

Nxrt. — Fisher  Amea,  Theodonu  Bailey,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  Thomaa  Blount,  BMijamin  Bourne,  Thomas 
P.  Cames,  Gabriel  Chriatie,  Thomaa  Claiborae,  Abra- 
ham Cliik,  David  Cobb,  Fdeg  Coffin,  Jodraa  Coit, 
Isaac  Coles,  William  J.  Dawsim,  Jtnadian  Daytim, 
Heniy  Deaibom,  Samuel  Dexter,  William  Findley, 
Thomaa  Fitxatmons,  Dwight  Foster,  Ecekiel  Gilbert, 
William  B.  Giles,  James  Gille^ie,  Nicholas  Gilman, 
Henry  Glenn,  James  Gordon,  Christopher  Greenap, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Bam  Grove, 
George  Hancock,  Daniel  Heister,  James  HillhouBe, 
Win^m  Hindman,  Amaaa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee, 
Matdiew  Lodu,  William  Lyman,  Nadianiel  Macon, 
James  Madison,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander  Mdmne, 
William  Mon^mery,  Andrew  Motne,  Peter  Muhlen- 
berg, William  Vans  Murray,  Anthony  New,  John  Ni- 
cholas, Alexander  D.  Orr,  Josioh  Parker,  Andrew  Pick- 
ens, Francis  Presttm,  Thomas  Scott,  Theodore  Sedg- 
wfi^  John  8.  Sherbturne,  John  Smilie,  Israel  SmiA, 
Za^umiah  Swift,  Sihts  Talbot,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah 
Tra«y,  Thomaa  Tredwell,  Jonathan  TmmbuU,  John  E. 
Vn  Ann,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeek, 
Ateaham  VenaUe,  Peleg  Wadaworth,  Jeremiah  Wads- 
wntl^  Fiands  Walker,  John  Watts,  Bet^uoin  Wil- 
liams, and  Joseph  Winston. 

TvESDAT.  May  13. 

An  eoffTossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Reuben  Smith 
and  Nathan  Strong,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
in  addition  to  the  '  Act  for  maxing  further  and 
more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  twice 
and  committed. 

Mr.  William  Shitb,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  laying  additional  duties 


on  goods,  ivmree,  and  merchandise,  imported  nto 
theTJnited  States,  and  oa  the  tonnage  of  shiiia  oc 
Teasels  jwluch  was  read  twice,  and  committed- 

Mr.  Walcu,  fiom  the  committee  appmnted, 
presented  a  bill  for  determininn  the  Horth^B 
Knmdary  of  the  Territory  ceded  to  the  UniM 
Sutes  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina;  wlud 
was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Home 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  hill,  entitlM  "  An 
act  fiuther  to  authorize  the  adjoommeat  of_Ctt- 
cuit  Courts,"  to  which  they  dews  the  eanenmafie 
of  this  Hooae.  . 

Mr.  QoEDOw,  from  the  committee  vpfo^M, 
presented  a  bill  granting  relief  to  James  BcU; 
whieh  was  read  twice,  and  ooranutted. 

The  Hooae  iMolnd  itaelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Howe  on  the  bill  m^ing  proruion  for 
the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  bahuoes  doe  to 
certain  States,  npoo  the  final  settlement  of  the 
accounts  between  the  United  States  and  die  mdh 
Tidual  States.  '  . 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  ubxbA- 
menta,  do  ue  cu  the  table, 


WuBNEanAV,  May  14. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  An  act 
further  to  authorize  the  adjournment  Circuit 
Courts,"  was  read  three  times,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Ameb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  petition  of  George  Blanchard,  be- 
half of  Edward  Blanchard,  made  a  report;  which 
•was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committra  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Chi  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

<<  Re*olvedj  That  the  Secretaiyof  the  Treaaniycaass 
to  be  delivered  to  the  Senators  and  BepeseataSves  U 
the  Sute  of  South  CaroUna  all  die  voudien  wbidi 
were,  by.the  agent  of  the  said  State,  lodged  with  the 
CommiBaionerB  for  settling  the  accounts  between  the 
United  States  and  the  several  States,  and  since  deposit- 
ed in  the  Treasuiy,  and  which  have  been  required  by 
the  Legislature  of  Soutti  CanUna  :** 

Orderedf  That  the  said  motion  be  committed 
to  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Benjamin  Bodbnb,  and  Mr. 
Hdhteb.  , 

Mr.  Ltman,  from  the  committee  appomted  to 
select  such  parts  of  the  confidential  commumca- 
tions  receired  from  the  Pbesident  of  tbe  Unitm 
States  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  February  last,  as 
are  proper  to  be  made  public,  made  a  report; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  Ije  on  tlie  table. 

BALAIfCES  DUE  CERTAIN  STATES. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments, reported  yesterday  by  the  Comniittoeof  the 


Whole  iifouse,  to  the  bi&  makingprorisioafinthe 
payment  o(  the  interest  on  the  balances  due  to 
certain  States,  nptm  the  final  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts between  the  United  State*  and  the  indi< 
Tidual  States,  which  lay  on  the  taUe ;  wid  the 
said  amoicbnents  being  twice  read  at  the  Cl«k^ 
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iable,  were,  on  the  question  serenllr  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  further  to 
«nend  the  said  bili,  by  adding  to  the  end  thereof 
the  following  section,  to  wit : 

JL^^t^J*  A*?^  enorferf,  That  the  balances  re- 
wwted  by  the  said  CommuBioneM,  and  carried  to  the 
Matrfwrtam  State.,  be,  and  the  suae  are  hereby,  re- 

And  on  the  question  thereupon,  it  passed  in  the 
negauve-yeas  23,  nays  58,  as  follows: 
1  ^f*^Theodorug  Baaey,  ThoiAaB  Blount,  William 
J.  Dawwn,  E«k«d  Gflbert,  June.  OiUe-pie.  Heniy 
GlOTD,  Benjamm  Goodhae,  Jamea  Gordon.  WiUiaii 
*iSI7t^™'t^*?'^  Hancock,  Heniy  Latimer,  Mat- 
«ww  Lodte,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Joeeph  McDowell,  Akx- 
»derMebane,  William  8mHh,  Silas  Talbot,  George 
ThatiA^r.  Joto  E.  Van  ADen,  Peter  Van  0«uibe^ 
4olm  Watt^Benjamm  Williams,  and  Joseph  Wmston. 
L  ^■'^T^  Abraham  Baldwin.  John  Beat- 

X*  ■»^J«?»*™>^Lmib«rt  Gadwalader,  Thomas  P. 

SSI^£?Sit?^!?^  ^"""^  Claibome,  D.Tid 
OobM'i^gr  CofflB.  JoalraaCoit,  Uuc  Colea.  Jonathan 

tor,  WiUttm  ftndley,  Thomas  Fttanmou.  Dwight  Poa- 
tor,  Wdham  B.  Giles,  Alexander  GiUon,  NidiSja-  GO- 
man,  Ajidrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  John  Heath. 
Dmniel  Heister,  James  HiUhouae,  Willie  Hindman, 

Madison 

Fmcb  Malbone,  WilUam  Montgomery,  Andrew  Moore, 
Peter  Mdhlenb«g,  Wiffiwn  Vans  Miiay,  Jo«>ph  Ne^ 
nUe,  Aathony  New,  John  NichoUu,  Nathaniel  Niles. 
Jo^  Pa^e,  Josish  Parker,  Andrew  Pickens,  ThomS 
Scott,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  John  8.  Sherborne,  John 
^ihe,  Jerenflah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift. 
Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Abraham  Venable, 
I'eleg  Wadsworth,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Prands  Walk- 
«r,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  qoes- 
uon  being  put  farther  to  amend  the  said  bill,  bv 
adding  to  the  end  thereof  the  following  section, 
to  wit:  ^ 

■  Af^Aer  rnaeted,  That  the  payment  of 

mtereat  on  the  aforesaid  balances,  out  of  the  said  fund, 
•alf  cease  and  detennme  aftn-  the  year  one  thousand 
•w«n  hundred  and  ninety^ight;  and  that,  thereafter, 
tbe  balances  reported  to  be  due  by  the  saU  Commis- 
■one™  from  eertam  Sutea,  be  apmopriated  for  the  pay- 

uie  said  States: 

■yeas  27,  nays  80,  as 


It  passed  in  the  negatiri 
foUowa: 

oi?^-^""^*"**^  Baldwin,  Thomas  Blount,  Gabriel 
ClBi^  rnuMnaa  Cbubome,  Isaac  Ctdea,  William  J. 
Daw«>n,  William  Pmdley,  WiOiam  B.  Giles.  Jamea 
Gdfcwpi^  Andrew  Gregg.  George  Hancock.  John  Heath. 
Daniel  Hraster,  Jamea  Madison,  William  Montgwnery, 
Andrew  Moore,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Joseph  Neville,  An- 
ttony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Josiah 
^*er,  Robert  Rutherford,  Thomas  Scott,  John  Smilie 
Abraham  Venable,  and  Fiands  Walker. 
—  'SA'*'^''"'"'  TheodoruB  Bailey,  John  Beat- 

V.  Elias  Boudinot,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Lambert  Cad- 
watoder,  Thomas  P.  Games.  Abraham  Ctark,  David 
Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  Jonathan  Dayton, 
*tony  Dearborn,  George  Dent,  Samuel  Dexter,  Thomas 

GUbert,  Alexander 
Wton,  Niebolaa  Olbnan,  Hemy  Glenn,  Benjamin  Good- 


hue, James  Gordon,  Samod  Griffin,  William  Baitr 
Grove,  Tbonias  Hartley,  James  Wimyinw,  WiDiw 
Hindman,  John  Hunter.Hennr  Latunar,  Amaw  Lea» 
ed,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Matthew  Locke,  William  Ly- 
man, Nathaniel  Macon,  Prancia  Malbone,  Joseph  Kilo- 
Dowell,  Alexander  Mebane,  William  Vans  Murray, 
Nathaniel  Niles,  Andrew  Pickens,  Theodore  Sedgwick, 
John  S.  Sherburne,  Jeremiah  Smitii,  William  Smith, 
Zephaniah  Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah 
Tracy,  Jonathan  TmmbnU,  John  £.  Van  Allen,  Philip 
Van  Cortlandt,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Peleg  Wadawara, 
Jeremiah  Wadsworth.  Artemas  Ward,  John  Watts, 
Benjamin  Williams,  Ridiard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Wma- 
ton. 

And  on  the  question  that  the  said  bill,  with  the 
amendments  agreed  to,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time,  the  previous  question  was  called  for  by 
five  members,  to  wit : 

"  Shall  the  main  question,  that  the  aaid  bill  wilk 
the  amendments  be  engroaaed,  ud  read  the  tUid 
time,"  be  now  put  7 

And  on  the  previous  question,  "Shall  the  mala 
question  be  now  put?" 

It  was  resolved  in  ^e  affirmatire — veaaSS.  nan 
37,  as  follows:  ' 

TaiB^—Fiaher  Ansa,  Abnham  BaUwiu,  John  Beat- 
9.  Elias  Boudinot,  Bef^amin  Bouma,  Lambert  Gad- 
walader, Thomas  P.  Games.  Abraham  Claik.  Daxld 
Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin.  Joshua  Cmt,  Jonathan  Dayton, 
Henry  Deaibom.  Genge  Dent,  Samuel  Dexter,  Thomaa 
Pitudmons,  Dwight  Poster,  Nidiobs  Gihiun,  Benjamb 
Goodhue,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  Thamab 
Harttey,  John  Heath,  James  HiUhooae,  William  Hind- 
man, John  Hunter,  Amaaa  Learned,  Rkltaid  Bland  Lee, 
William  Lyman.  Jamea  Madison,  Fiancfa  Malbone, 
WUham  Montgomery,  William  Vans  Mnnay,  Joseph 
Neville,  Nathaniel  NUes,  John  Page,  Jodah  PaHker, 
Andrew  Pickens,  Tliomas  Scott,  Theodore  Sedgwick, 
John  6.  Sherborne,  Jeremiah  Smith,  William  Smidi, 
ZeiAaniah  Swift,  George  ThatiOier,  Uriah  Ttect,  Jona- 
dian  Trumbull.  Abraham  Venable,  Peleg  Wadnmth. 
Jeremiah  Wadaworih,  Artemas  Ward,  awl  Bkhaid 
Winn. 

NATS^Thaodona  Bailay,  Thomas  Blount,  GabiM 
ChriatH,  Thomaa  ClaOwnie,  Isaae  GolaB,  William  J. 
Daweom  WiHiam  PimttOT.  Ezekiel  Gfibot,  William  B. 
glea.  Jamea  OiUei^,  Henry  GlAm,  Jamea  Gofdon, 
Christopher  Greenu|i,  William  Bany  Giove,  George 
Hancock,  Daniel  Heister,  Henir  Latimar,  Matthnr 
I^Gke,  NMhaniel  Macon,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander 
Mebane,  Andrew  Moote,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  An^eiqr 
New.  John  Niebolaa.  Alexander  D.  Orr.  Robert  Rudiar- 
ford.  Jfdui  SmiUe,  Ivaal  Smith.  Silas  Talbot,  John  B. 
Van  Allen,  Philqt  Van  Cortlandt,  PMer  Van  Gaaabech. 
Francia  Walker,  John  Wm^  Benjamin  WillUuM,  and 
Joseph  Winston. 

And  on  the  main  question,  that  the  said  bill 
wi  th  the  amendments  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time,  it  was  resolred  in  the  affinmatire— yeas 
51,  nays  38,  as  follows: 

YiAS^Pisher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John  Beat- 
ty,  Elias  Boudinot,  Beiijamin  Bourne,  Lambert  Gad- 
walader, Thomas  P.  Camea,  Abraham  Clark,  David 
Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  Jonathan  Dayton, 
Hen^  Dearborn,  George  Dent,  Samuel  Dexter,  Thomas 
ntznroms,  Dwiriit  Foster,  Nicholas  Gilman.  Bei  namin 
Goodhue,  Samud  Griffin,  Thomas  Hardm,  John  Heath. 
Jamea  Hffifaonaa,  Wlffiun  Hindman,  John  Hunter 
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Aman  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  William  Lyman, 
James  Hadiaon,  Francia  Malbone,  Joaerit  McDoweQ, 
William  Montgomoj,  William  Vana  Mnim,  Joaej^ 
"Neville,  Nathanid  Naea,  Jonah  Paiker,  Andrevr  Pick- 
ens,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  John  8.  Shorbume,  Jere- 
miah Smith,  William  Smith.  Zephaniah  Swift,  George 
Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Tmmboll,  Abraham 
Yenable,  Peleg  Wadaworth,  Jeremiah  Wadaworth,  Ar- 
temaa  Ward,  John  Watta,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nits.— Theodonu  Bailey,  Thomas  Blount,  Gabriel 
Cluiatie,  Thomas  Clnibome,  Isaac  Coles,  William  J. 
Dawaon,  WiUiam  Findlev,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  William  B. 
Gilea,  James  Gillespie,  Heniy  Glenn,  Jamea  Gordon, 
Andrew  Gregg,  William  Barty  Grove,  George  Hancock, 
Daniel  Heiater,  Henry  Latimw,  Matthew  Locke,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Alexander  Mobane,  Andrew  Moore, 
Peter  Mohlenbe^,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Alex- 
ander D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Robert  Rutherford,  Thomas 
Scott,  John  Smilie,  Silas  Talbot,  John  E.  Van  Allen, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Peter  Van  Gasabeck,  Francis 
Walker,  Benjamin  WiUiama,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question 
being  put,  that  the  said  bill  with  the  amendments 
be  read  the  third  time  on  the  first  Monday  of  Oc- 
tober next,  it  paused  in  the  negative— yeas  33, 
nays  53,  as  follows*. 

Taaa^Thaodonu  Bafley,  ThcMuas  Blount,  Gabriel 
Chriatie,  Tliomas  Claiborne,  Isaac  Odes,  William  J. 
Dawaon,  William  Findley,  William  B.  CHlea,  Jamea 
GiUeapie,  Henry  Glenn,  James  Gordon,  Christopher 
Oieenap,  William  B.  Grove,  George  Hancock,  Daniel 
Hetater,  Henry  Latimer,  Matthew  Locke,  Nadianiel 
Maoon,  Jmepk  McDowell,  Alexander  Mdnne,  Andrew 
Moon,  Peter  Muhknberg,  Joseph  Neville,  John  Nidio- 
ha,  Alexander  D.  On,  John  Page,  Robert  HndieHbrd, 
John  E.  Van  Allen,  Phffip  Van  Cortluidt,  Peter  Van 
Gaaabeck,  Francia  Walker,  Benjamhi  Wtlliama,  and 
Joaorfi  Winston. 

Nats< — Fisher  Ames,  A  braham  Baldwin,  John  Beat- 
tj,  EUaa  Bondinot,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Lambert  Cad- 
walader,  Thomas  P.  Games,  Abraham  Clark,  David 
Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  Jonathan  Dayton, 
Hsniy  Dearborn,  George  Dent,  Samuel  Dexter,  Thomas 
FHnfanona,  Dwight  Foater,  Eiekiel  Gibert,  Nidwlaa 
CMnan,  Benjamin  Gfoodhne,  Andrew  Or^,  Samuel 
QiiAn,  Thomas  Haitl^,  John  HeaUi,  James  Hillbonse, 
William  Hindman,  John  Hunter,  Amasa  Learned, 
Ridiard  Bland  Lee,'William  Lyman,  Jamea  Madison, 
Francis  Malbone,  WilUam  Montgomery,  William  Vans 
Marr^,  Nathaniel  Nilea,  Josiah  Parker,  Andrew  Kck- 
fliw,  Thnnaa  Scott,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jolin  8.Sher- 
Inma,  Jenauiah  Smith,  WUIiam  Smith,  Zephaniah 
^  Swift,  Kba  Talbot,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah  Trat^, 
JanadMs  Tmmbull,  Abraham  Venabh,  P«Ieg  Wada- 
worUi,  Jeremiah  WadsworUi,  Aitamaa  Waid,  Jtrim 
Watta,  and  Kichaid  Wmn. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments,  be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  erecting  a  light-house  on  the  Island  of  Se- 
guin,  in  the  District  of  Maine,"  with  several 
amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House.  The  Senate  have  also  passed  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  providing  for  the  payment 
of  certain  expenses  incurred  by  Fulwar.Skipwith 
on  public  account,*^  with  several  amendments,  to 
jrhich  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 


The  Hoow  proceeded  to  eonuder  ^  amendr 
ments  proposed  to  the  said  btUs;  and,  the  same 
being  sevually  read,  were  agreed  to. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  amendatory  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  re- 
port on  the  memorial  of  Arthur  St  Clair  j  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  saad  report 
under  consideration,  and  come  to  several  resolu- 
tions thereupon ;  which  were  severally  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  (he  House,  as  follows : 
Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  to  Arthar  8L 

Clair,  at  the  rate  of  doUars  per  dyr,  for  the 

time  he  was  employed  in  going  from  New  Jf 
to  Pittsburg,  and  tiU  Ms  return  to  New  i-^^K^ 
tween  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-seven,  and  February,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight. 

Resolved,  That  he  he  allowed  at  the  rate  of  ■— 
dollars  per  day  for  the  time  he  was  emidoyed  m 
holding  a  treaty  with  the  Indians,  cotnmenced  m 
June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighw- 
eight ;  and  that  the  time  ho  computed  from  his 
commencing  that  business  till  the  treatiw  were 
delivered  to  the  Presiobnt  op  the  Uiim» 
States 

Ramlved,  .That  there  be  allowe<L  in  the  settle- 
ment of  his  account,  two  hundred  dollars  tor  a 
negro  killed  in  the  public  service ;  also,  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  and  afty  dollars,  advanced  to  Ma- 
jor Hamtramck ;  and  mat  interest  be  allowed  on 
his  account.  ,  . 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  broBght,  inpor- 
suant  to  the  said  reaolatiiHis,  and  that  Mr.  Fitz- 
8IH0N8,  Mr.  Tbatohbb,  and  Mr.  Hinoiuif,  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 


Thdhbdat,  May  15. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Lewis*Dabois:  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appomted  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Lewis  Dubois, 
for  his  services  in  the  line  of  the  Army  of  A» 
United  States,  similar  to  others  of  his  ruik,  who 
were  deranged  in  the  service. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Talbot,  Mr.  Pauu,  and 
Mr.  Grove,  be  a  cmnmittee  pursuant  to  the  said 
resolution. 

Re$alved,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed 
on  part  of  this  Houses  to  be  joined  by  socb 
committee  as  \he  Senate  shall  appoint,  to  conaidtt 
and  report  what  further  business  is  necessary  to 
be  done  during  the  present  session ;  and  at  wbtt 
time  it  will  be  proper  to  adjourn  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lyman,  Mr.  Clabk,  and 
Mr.  Venable,  be  appointed  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Clark,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  motion  of  the  14th  instant,  for  the 
delivery  of  certain  documents  deposited  with  the 
late  Board  of  Commissioners  for  settling  the  ac- 
counts between  the  United  Sutes  and  the  mdi- 
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rtdnal  States  to  the  Senators  and  Representatives 
of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  made  a  report ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act, 
«ntitled  "  An  act  to  enable  the  officers  and  soldiers 
•of  the  Virginia  line,  on  Continental  Establish- 
ment,  to  obtetn  titles  to  certain  lands  lying  North- 
west of  the  river  Ohio,  between  the  Little  Miami 
and  Seiota}"  and,  after  some  time  nient  therein, 
the  Committee  rose,  and  were  discharged  from 
the  farther  consideration  of  the  bill ;  and  it  was 
recommitted  to  Mr.  Heath,  Mr.  Neville,  and  Mr. 
Obr. 

Mr.  Macon,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
reierred  the  motion  of  the  twelfth  instant,  direct- 
ing the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  furnish  the 
Bxecntives  of  the  several  States  with  a  copy  of  the 
book  marked  A,  deposited  in  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, by  the  Commissioners  for  settling  tbe 
accounts  between  the  United  States  and  the  iodi- 
vidual  States ;  made  a  report,  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Bir.  FiTZ8iMOit8,from  tfae  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  compensate  Arthur  St.  Clair, 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

INDEMNITT  FOR  SPOLIATIONS. 

Bfr.  Goodhue  moved  the  following  resdlntion: 
■*  WhexeMit  is  aprimaiyobjectinthe  establiihment 
•of  GtvU  Government^  to  protect  die  peiwnu  and  pro- 
per^ of  its  cttixens,  from  the  violence  of  nations  as  well 
80  individoals ;  and  whereu  many  of  the  citixoni  of 
the  United  States  have  sofiered  great  losses,  spoha- 
tion  made  on  their  commerce,  under  the  antikority  of 
Great  Britain,  m  violation  of  the  law  of  nations  and  the 
limits  of  neutrality, 

''Eetoived,  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Rmmni- 
alhm  of  the  Cwerf  Statet  of  Jmiriea  m  Veagre$t 
imemNtd,  That  the  United,  States  wffl  guarantee  an 
indanuiiflcation  to  all  rach  dtiimm  of  the  United  States, 
nhoee  pnqper^  may  have  been  captured  and  confiscated, 
ander  tne  anthorily  (tf  Great  Britein,  in  vitda^on  of  the 
Law  of  Natioiu,  siid  the  rights  of  neutrality 

Mr.  Goodhue  moved  that  the  resolution  might 
be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  WhoFe  House, 
v^iich  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Dexter.  It  was  then 
moved,  by  way  of  amendment  to  the  motion,  by 
Mr.  Datton,  to  add  these  words,  "  to  whom  was 
referred  the  resolution  for  the  sequestration  of 
Bntish  debts :"  to  which  Mr.  GoonnuE  objected, 
because,  he  said,  the  subjects  were  distinct  and 
separate  in  their  nature  and  ought  not  to  be  com- 
bined. His  resolution  went  only  to  establish  the 
principle  of  indemnification,  by  guaranteeing  it  to 
the  sufferers,  leaving  the  fund  from  which  it  should 
be  made  (in  case  Great  Britain  should  refuse  to  do 
OS  justice^)  to  a  future  considemtioo.  That  whe- 
ther British  debts  were  sequestered  or  not,  he  said, 
the  United  States  were  bomid  to  see  that  indem- 
nity vras  made  to  the  merehants  whose  property 
had  been  kidnajiped  in  a  secret  clandestme  man- 
ner, while  pursuug  a  lawful  trade,under  the  autho- 
rity of  this  Government  and  the  Law  of  Nations, 
or  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  indemuifyiitf 
ttMOBtelres,  by  makiBg  reprisals.  That  it  was  weu 
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known  there  was  great  opposition  to  the  seaues- 
tration  of  British  debts,  and  it  was  very  douDtful 
whether  such  a  measure  would  ever  be  adopted; 
and  if  this  resolution  was  to  be  reJerred  to  the 
same  committee,  and  become  connected  with  that, 
he  should  very  much  despair  of  ever  getting  any 
indemnification.  That  British  debts  were  a  very 
precarious  and  uncertain  fund ;  and  the  idea  of 
ever  getting  mdemnifieation  from  that  source, 
wonldoperate  as  a  delusion.  That  if  sequestration, 
under  any  circumstances,  could  be  proper,  it  was 
highly  improper  at  this  time,  when  an  Edtot  Ex- 
traordinary had  just  been  despatched  to  Great 
Britain ;  and  more  so,  as  we  had  discontinued  the 
Embargo,  which  would  put  all  our  remaining  ves- 
sels in  the  power  of  that  nation.  He  should,  mere- 
fore,  consider  an  agreement  to  the  amendment  as 
amounting  to  a  determination  not  to  consider  the 
subject,  at  least  for  the  present  session. 

lb  support  of  the  amendmentj  it  was  a^ed, 
that  the  two  subjects  had  an  intimate  connexion 
with  each  other, and  never  ought  to  be  separated; 
that  British  debts  and  British  property  were  the 
natural  and  only  funds  for  paying  British  depre- 
dations, and  if  indemnity  was  not  given  this  way, 
it  ought  nottobejgiTen  at  all;  that^as  it  was  pro- 
bable the  resolution  for  sequestration  would  lay 
dormant  for  some  time,  it  was  best  to  refer  this  to 
the  same  committee,  that  they  might  sleep  to- 
gether. The  amendment  was  suj^rted  by  Messrs. 
LTUAn,  Nicholas,  Shilib,  Dbarbobh,  and  Madi> 

SON. 

Mr.  Datton  made  a  number  of  pointed  reouftks, 
on  what  be  considered  as  the  total  futility  of  such 
a  resolution.  He  looked  on  it  as  nothing  better 
than  an  awkward  attempt  to  gain  popularity.  He 
complained  bitterly  of  the  injustice  of  bringing  up 
this  motion  alone;  because  when  he  voted  against 
it,  it  might  be  surmised  that  he  was  unfavorable 
to  the  redress  of  the  injuries  of  a  certain  class  of 
citizens.  He  was  for  redressing  their  wrongs,  and 
he  had  marked  out  to  the  House  the  only  effectual 
way  in  which  these  wrongs  should  ever  be  re- 
dressed, viz :  the  sequestration  of  British  property. 
He  adverted  to  an  expression  made  use  of,  some 
days  ago,  b^  Mr.  Sedowick,  who  had  called  this 
a  mad  project.  Mr.  D.  was  of  opinion  that  the 
madcap  mi^ht  with  propriety  be  transferred  to 
a  different  situation,  which  he  specified  to  the 
House.  He  said,  that  we  were  frequently  told  of 
the  justice  due  to  the  British  subjects.  Be  it  so. 
But  was  there  not  justice  also  due  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States  7  And  what  justice  could  there 
be  in  attempting  to  make  the  American  citizens 
pay  for  depredations  committed  by  British  priva- 
teers, when  we  had  in  our  hands  British  property  ? 
Were  we  not  bound  to  take  as  much  care  of  our 
own  interest,asofthat  of  other  people?  It  had  been 
said,  that  as  a  nwotiation  was  to  commence  under 
an  Ambassador  Extraordinary,  that  this  measuie 
would  impede  its  success.  He  was,  on  the  con- 
trary, convinced  that  this  was  the  onJr  step  that 
could  be  likely  to  insure  the  success  of  Mr.  Jay's 
mission.  It  would  teach  Britain  to  give  up  her 
infamous  conduct.  It  would  convert,  m  the  literal 
sense  of  the  wonij  every  Eo^^idi  manufacturii^ 
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House,  that  hid  debts  due  to  it  in  this  coantry,  into 
VI  American  negotiator ;  and  they  would,  for  their 
own  aakes,  com^  their  Govemment  to  do  justice 
to  the  American  merchants. 

Mr.  D.  scouted  the  iJea  of  tucins  America,  to 
pay  for  the  depredations  committed  in  the  West 
udies.  Supposing,  what  every  gentleman  in  the 
House  knew  to  k  impobsible,  that  if  Congress 
actually  were  to  pass  such  an  act,  the  people  would 
not  submit  to  pay  their  money  for  any  such  purpose. 

Mr.  Sedowick  said,  it  certaiolr  had  not  been 
hia  wish  that  this  question  should  be  brought  for- 
ward at  the  present  time.  As  it  was,  however, 
before  the  House,  as  he  apraoved  the  motives  of 
his  colleague,  who  made  ue  motion,  and  as  he 
perfectly  concurred  with  him  in  opinion  on  the 
subject,  ne  would  make  a  few  concise  observations. 
He  believed,  that  in  a  Government  such  as  that  of 
this  country,  it  was  the  peculiar  duty  of  those  to 
whom  the  administration  has  been  committed,  to 
extend  security  and  protection  to  all  the  interests, 
and  redress  for  all  the  injuries  of  the  citizens. 
That  inexcusable  and  unexampled  injuries  bad 
been  perpetrated,  and  an  immense  value  in  pro- 
perty uniustlv  spoiled,  and  that  the  honor  of  our 
country  had  been  insulted,  without  provocation, 
were  nets  admitted  by  alL  Those  whose  pro- 
perty had  been  the  sport  of  wanton  violation, 
which,  in  many  instances}  had  reduced  the  suffer- 
ers from  ease  and  affluence  to  want  and  misery, 
come  forward  and  demanded  redress  and  indemm- 
fteation.  That  they  were  entitled  to  such  indemni- 
ficaj^on,  from  the  nature  of  our  social  compact,  he 
Onderstood  to  be  agreed  by  every  gentleman. 

[Here  Mr.  S.  was  interrupted  hy  several  mem- 
bers ;  and  Mr.  Nicholas  ana  Mr.  Shilie  declared 
that,  in  their  opinion,  there  was  no  obligation  to 
indemnify  the  sufferers,  except  it  were  done  out  of 
a  fond  to  be  formed  by  the  sequestration  of  British 
property.] 

Mr.  o.  said  he  was  obliged  to  the  gentlemen  for 
setting  him  right ;  till  now  he  had  believed  that 
the  right  of  the  sufferers  to  indemnification  was 
denied  by  none.  If  this,  however,  was  really  a 
Question  yet  to  be  decided,  it  was  due  to  the  suf- 
lerers,  it  was  due  to  onr  own  honor,  to  decide  it 
without  delay.  It  was  asked,  by  what  means  is 
the  Qovemment  to  administer  redress?  They 
were  first  to  apply  to  the  Governments  which 
had  inflicted  the  mjuries,  to  state  their  nature  and 
extentjand  to  demand,  in  unequivocal  terms,  re- 
dress. This  business,  notwithstanding  all  the  oppo- 
sition which  had  been  made,  was  happily  m  a 
proper  train.  He  hoped  and  believed  that  the 
application  would  be  effectual.  It  might,  how- 
ever fail ;  and  in  that  case,  he  was  free  to  declare, 
that  we  owed  it  to  our  honor  and  to  our  injured 
citixens,  to  attempt  redress  by  means  of  the  last 
resort.  In  that  unhappy  event  the  interests  of  the 
sufferers  must  be  involved  with  the  general  inte- 
rests of  the  nation^  and  must  abide  the  ultimate 
liesult  ijf  war.  But  if  satisfaction  should  not  be 
obtained  by  negotiation,  and  should  the  Govern- 
ment from  any  politieii  considerations,  not  seek 
ndresB  by  force,  m  such  erenu  the  sufferers  would 
^Te  a  just  claim  on  their  country  for  indemnifi- 


catiom.  The  question  now  immediately  befocethc 
House  was,  to  refer  the  motion  for  indemnification 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  subject  of 
sequestration.  This  was  not  fair,  as  it  respected 
that  part  of  the  House  who  approved  an  engage 
ment  to  indonnify,  and  who  would  never  consent 
to  sequestration.  It  was  not  fair  as  respected  the 
sufferers,  because  he  believed  there  was  not  a  gen- 
tleman  in  the  House  who  supposed  that  the  mea^ 
sure  of  sequestration  would  prevail.  He  was 
astonished  that  any  should  believe  that  it  ougjit  to 
be  adopted,  He,  himself,  without  hesitation^  ap- 
proved of  engaging  to  indemnify  the  sufleios; 
but  at  the  same  time,  with  all  his  heart,  he  ablunred 
sequestration  and  confiscation  of  debts,  as 
measures  which  alt  civilized  nations  had  for  more 
than  a  century  abandoned  as  immoral  and  uainst.  ' 
He  would  not  now  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the 
question  of  sequestration.  Whenever  it  came 
directly  undtT  consideration,  he  pledged  himself 
to  undertake  to  prove  that  it  was  against  the  Lav 
of  Nations,  that  it  was  immoral,  unjust,  and  im- 
politic. He  had  been  sorry  to  perceive  that  the 
feelings  of  the  mover  of  that  proposition  [Mr. 
Dayton]  were  wounded,  by  the  terms  in  wl  lick 
gentlemen  had  spoken  of  his  motion.  He  himsd£ 
m  his  conscience,  believed  it  to  be  immoral  and 
unjust  J  and,  as  such,  he  felt  himself  booad  as  a 
-man  of  honor  to  give  it  his  strenuous  oppositiw^ 
The  f^tleman  stuely  could  not  reasonaUjr  expect 
that  independent  men  would  sacrifice  opinion  to 
politeness  or  to  friendship.  AU  he  could  do,  and 
that  he  did  with  pleasure,  was  to  declare  that  he 
believed  the  geoUeman's  motives  were  pure  and 
upright,  and  that  he  had  a  perfect  confidence  in 
toe  correctness  of  his  moral  sentiments.  Viewioc 
the  subject  in  the  light  he  had  expressed  he  a^ 
pealed  to  the  candor  and  fakoess  of  geiitleaea, 
to  what  tended  the  ccunbiiung  of  those  irritatm  I 
questions  of  indemnification  and  aequestration.  but 
to  wound  the  feelings  and  evade  the  just  af^ttieft" 
tion  of  the  sufferers  f  Gentlemen  had  char^  his 
colleague,  and  those  who  had  supported  his  no- 
tion, with  attMupting,  by  these  means,  meanly  t*- 
court  popularity.  To  refute  this  charge  wwdd, 
in  his  opinion,  be  unnecessary,  because  no  wcU- 
informed  man  in  America  could  believe  it.  He 
did  iiot  know  that  the  opinions  which  were  held 
by  his  friends  and  himself  on  this  subject,  were 
popular;  it  was  sufficient  that  they  were  beuevcd 
to  he  just.  Was  he,  however,  disposed  to  reerimi* 
nate,  by  disclosing  motives  which  were  not  avow- 
ed, but  concealed,  he  could  tell  a  ta^,  which,  he 
believed,  could  be  heard  with  effect. 

Mr,  GooDHDE  ^ke  a  few  words,  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  what  had  been  advanced  by  Mr.  Datton.- 
The  two  propositions  ought  to  be  discussed  seps- 
rately.  We  nad  sent  a  negotiator  to  Britain^  and 
a  sequestration  would  put  an  end  to  bis  business. 
The  citizens  of  the  United  States  ought  to  b$  taxed, 
in  the  meantime,  to  pay  these  losses ;  and  it  was 
possible  that  a  sequestration  might,  nereaAer,  be 
thought  advisable.  He  Tery  strongly  pressed  the 
idea  of  a  tax  to  this  end.  It  would  K  a  proceed- 
ing of  the  most  sujperlatire  impro|viety,  to  lay  on 
such  a  sequestration  at  this  particular  juncture 


Digitized  by 


«•   gHTOBT  OF  COMiWEgB, 

M&r,  1791]  JMMMOy  >br  apMsHom. 


wbcnivo  had  io«  Sfreed  to  take  off  the  Bmbatvo, 
besMHw  our  sLipe  would  go  to  EDgla&d,  aad  m 
idl  seized,  by  way  of  reivml. 

Mr.  CLABcrecraomended  that  both  propositions 
ahontd  be  laid  aside  for  the  ^esoit,  and  be  suffered 
to  take  a  sweet  nap  tt^ther,  till  a  more  conreni- 
eat  time.  He  spoke  with  much  contempt  of  the 
nocioB  at  taxing  the  pet^e  of  this  eountry  to  pay 
iiat  Um  ravi^^  of  Britain.  The  Court  of^LoMoa 
woaU  say  to  the  woiU:  You  see  that  we  acted 
iMt :  Toa  see  th»  United  StaiaB  think  as  like- 
irae;  for  they  UiemaelTes  any  thttr  menluaits.'' 

Mr.  Chua  agreed widi  Mt.Clabk;  batas there 
ia  a  secessanr  sameness  in  the  arguments  on  this 
ffoestion,  and  as  they  hare  alrea^  been  detailed 
in  so  many  difihvnt  forms,  it  seems  needless  to 
repeat  them  over  again  so  frequently.  He  said 
that  wh^  this  tax  came  to  be  leried,  erery  farmer 
would  say,  every  man  in  America  would  say, 
"We  shall  have  aothioe  to  do  with  this  business. 
Why  don't  you  indemnity  British  depredations  out 
of  the  British  raopeity  that  is  within  your  grasp  7" 
He  had  heard  tbiat  Congress  ought  to  decide  an 
abstract  proposition,  viz:  that  this  Qovemment 
WW,  in  any  erenk  botmd  to  pay  the  recent  losses 
of  ifiimeidiantB by  naj  ana  tben  ivoeead  to aa- 
sign  fim^B  for  tha'pa^^oaanL  He  thought  thiu. 
bmre  Cengras  ludertook  any  aaeh  ens^eomt, 
they-  ought  at  least  to  be  posseBsed  ot  the  mraray 
mfUHtetodbchargeit.  He ho|«dtIut the  House 
would  never  ^^toeeed  to  a  vote  in  rapport  of  any 
abstract  axiom,  especially  where  taxes  and  public 
money  were  concerned,  till  they  had  carefully 
digested  the  collateral  circumstances. 

Mr.  Dbxtbb  spoke  against  the  amendment.  He 
said,  that  very  strong  reasons  existed  both  for  taking 
into  consideration  a  proposition  for  indemnity  to 
the  sufferers,  and  also  against  connecting  it  with 
sequestration  or  any  other  subject.  Elacn  ought 
to  stand  or  fall  on  its  own  ments.  The  sufferers 
were  numerous^  and  deserving  citizens ;  they  had 
waited  a  long  time,  and  had  a  right  to  know,  be- 
fore the  close  of  the  session,  what  protection  they 
were  to  expect  from  the  Goromnentof  their  own 
eountry.  Sequestration,  without  a  change  of  po- 
litical circumstancet^would  never  pass  both 
Houses  of  the  Legislature ;  to  connect  them,  then, 
would  be  to  deny  relief,  without  even  examining 
the  principles  on  which  they  claim  it.  He  sai^ 
Qritish  debu  bad  been  cidled  the  only  proper  and 
natural  funds :  in  his  opinion,  they  woulu  be  do 
fimd  at  all,  even  if  sequestration  could  be  adopted. 
The  debts  would  never  be  collected ;  and  not  only 
so,  but  sequestration  would  be  the  beginning  en 
hostilities,  and  war  must  ensue ;  this,  at  the  same 
moment,  would  prevent  all  hope  of  obtaining  jus- 
tice from  Britam,  and  aUo  discharge  our  own 
Qovemment  from  every  obliffation  to  indemnify. 
Mr.  D.  said  he  would  state  miat.  in  his.  opinion, 
was  the  proper  and  natural  fund — the  numey  to 
be  donandaa  (rf*  Britain  by  our  Envoy  Elxtraordi- 
nary.  Should  this  iail,  the  Oovernment  of  Ameri- 
ca would  either  pay  the  sufferers,  or  grant  them 
letters  of  marque  and  reprisal.  This,  he  laid^  is 
the  constant  course  of  nations,  and  this  the  sufier- 
ecs  have  a  right  to  demand,  as  a  counterpart  of 
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their  alle»riaBee.  Mr.  I>.  said,  it  had  been  objeeted 
the  Briti^  Government  would  be  encouraged 
by  it  to  refuse  a  recompense.  This,  if  true,  would 
be  a  serious  objection,  for  he  had  Euways  viewed 
negotiation  as  afibrding  the  only  probable  chance 
for  indemnity  to  the  sufferers.  If  a  recompense 
be  refused  by  Britain,  war  will  be  the  consequence. 
The  objection,  however,  be  thought,  wouldf  be  en* 
tirely  removed,  by  attending  to  the  resolution  it- 
self. It  is  not.  he  said,  a  provision  for  taking  the 
debt  on  ourseivec,  but  merely  tn.jwiraiitee  a  re^ 
compenae  to  the  sufiierers.  The  very  word  Uscu 
impfies  that  the  Government  of  America  is  nob 
the  principal  debtor,  but  is  to  compel  anothu  to 
make  indemnity,  or  Decome  the  debtor.  Mr.  IX 
closed  with  saying  that  he  had  attended  onlv  t« 
Ae  reasoning  of  the  gehtlemw,  and' not  to  t&eir 
personalities.  Itvres'not  his  praotice  to  leave  the 
question,  to  impute  to  others  motires  either  cot>^ 
rupt  or  paltry:  if  they  chose  to  glean  imaginai^ 
laurels  on  this  ground,  he  was  not  anxious  to  share 
them ;  they  could  best  judge  whether,  in  this  wayj 
they  were  likely  to  increase  their  reputation  or 
benefit  the  public. 

Messrs.  Ames,  Mcbbay,  Shitb,  of  South  Ca- 
rolina, and  HiLLHOVBB,  also  ^ke  against  the 
amendment,  and  said  the  merits  of  neither  propo- 
sition were  now  before  the  House,  but  only  the 
mode  in  which  the  subject  should  be  conadered ; 
that  they  were  in  themselves  separate  and  inde- 
pendent, and  ought  to  have  a  separate  and  inde.- 
pendent  consideration;  they  were  questions 
very  great  national  concern,  and  that  blending 
them  together  would  give  an  undue  bias,  and 
neither  would  be  fairly  and  impartially  decided* 
It  was  doubtful  whether  the  resolution  for  seques* 
tration  ever  ought  to  be  adopted,  and  that  to  con- 
nect the  two  subjects,  would  be  to  hang  a  mill- 
stone about  the  necks  of  the  sufferers ;  that,  as  they 
were  a  numerous  and  very  meritorious  clasa  of 
citizens,  their  claim  meiitea  a  candid  and  full  ex- 
amination, unembarrassed  with  any  other  matter. 

A  warm  dispute  arose  about  the  form  in  whieh 
the  question  on  this  resolution  should  be  tah^. 
The  point  actually  contested  seemed  to  be,  wW 
ther  the  resolution  was  to  be  referred  to  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Mr.  Dayton's  motion  for  the  sequestm^ 
tion  of  British  property,  or  to  a  separate  commit- 
tee, which  was  insisted  on  by  the  mover.  Mr. 
Goodhue. 

A  division  took  place  upon  the  question  of 
agreeing  to  Mr.  Dayton's  amendment,  to  add, 
alter  the  words  "  be  referred  to  a  Committee  oi 
the  Whole,"  the  following  words,  viz :  '*  to  whom 
were  referred  the  resoluuous  for  sequestering  the 
British  debts;"  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called 
for,  were  taken — yeas  57,  nays  31,  as  follows : 

TKAB^TheodOTUs  Bailey,  Almham  Baldwin,  Jdm 
Beatty,  Thomas  Bloupt,  fiUaa  Boudinot,  Tbonm*  P; 
CamM,  O^niel  Christi«,  Thomas  GUibome,  Abnham 
Chri^  baac  Coles,  William  J.  Sawacai,  JoniAan  Dsfy-, 
ton.  HeaiT  Deaiboim  Oeatfe  Dent,  WiUism  FhidlM|, 
ymauk  B.  Oiks,  James  CKHmvIb,  Atoxaeder  CUji^, 
Christopher  Greenop,  Andrew  Gre^ff,  Samuel  Ghntffai^ 
WiUUu  B.  Grove,  Geoige  Bantxtck,  John  Heath,  Bwiel. 
HcHter,  WilUam  Htndman,  John  Hunter,  Matthaei^ 
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Locke,  Willum  Lynun,  Nathaniel  Maem,  Jamca  Ma- 
duon,  Joaeph  M'I>owflU,  Alexander  Mebane,  WilUam 
Montgomeiy,  Andrew  Moore,  Peter  Muhlenberg)  Joseph 
NeriUe,  Andiony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Nathaniel 
Nilee,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Josiah  Parker, 

Andnw  Pickens,  Fkvnda  Preeton,  Robert  Rudiofitrd, 
Thnuaa  Scott,  John  8.  Shnbnme,  John  Smilie,  lantH 
tBmiA,  Silaa  Talbot,  Fliil^  Van  Cortbndt,  Abraham 
TonaUe,  Frauds  Walker,  Beigamin  WiUiame,  Richard 
Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats. — Fisher  Amee,  James  Armstrong,  Benjamin 
Bonnie,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua  Cdt,  Samuel 
Dexter,  Thomas  Fitzsimwu,  Dwi^t  Poster,  Esekiel 
Gilbert,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Bern?  Olenn,  Benjamin 
Ooodhne,  Jamea  Gwdm,  James  HiUhotue,  Heni^  Lati- 
mer, AiMsa  Learned,  Ridiaid  Bland  Lee,  Franos  Mal- 
bone,  William  Vans  Murray,  Theodore  Se^^wiek,  Jere- 
miah Smidi,  William  Smitii,  Zephaniah  Swift,  George 
Thatcher,  Uriah  Tra^,  Jonathan  Tram  boll,  Joba  E. 
Van  Allen,  Peter  Van  Ctaaabedc,  Pdeg  Wadnrorth, 
and  John  Watts. 

And  then  the  ouuq  question  being  put,  that  the 
Honse  do  agree  to  the  said  motion  for  commit- 
meotjU  amended,  it  was  resolved  intheaffirmatiTe. 

Friday,  May  16. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  merchan^  and  other  in- 
habitants, of  Boston,  Charlestown,  Salem,  Marble- 
head,  Beverly,  Newburyport,  Manchester,  Qlou- 
eester,  Ipswich,  and  DaDvers,  in  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed, 
wits  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that 
the  most  speedy  and  effectual  measures  may  be 
adopted  by  Congress  to  obtain  restitution  for  the 
deiffedations  committed  on  their  property,  which, 
under  color  of  decrees  of  Admiralty  Courts,  has 
be«tt  condemned,  and  adjudged  forfeited,  by  the 
snbjeeto  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
citizens  and  subjects  of  other  foreign  countries. 
Also,  a  memorial  of  sundry  merchants  of  the  city 
<^  New  York,  whose  names  are  thereunto  sub- 
scribed,  to  the  same  effect. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorials  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  whom  are 
committed  certain  propositions  for  the  se^estra- 
tion  of  the  debts  due  from  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  subgecto  of  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

A  petition  of  Gurdon  Backus  and  Darid  Meade 
Ranoolph,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
myiug  relief  acainst  a  judgment  obtained  in  the 
District  Court  w  the  United  States,  for  the  State 
of  Tir^nia,  for  the  recovery  of  a  bond,  ^iren  by 
the  petitioners,  for  the  return  of  the  certificate  of 
registry  of  the  sloop  Rambler,  late  belonging  to 
the  petitioner  Backus,  which  sloop  was  sold  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  to  a  foreigner ;  and  the  said 
certificate,  with  a  trunk  and  other  papers  stolen 
from  him,  by  one  of  his  seamen,  and  never  re- 
covered. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.Swin-jMr.  Jbbbhiah  Smith,  and  Mr.  Giles; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereto,  and  re- 
gartAe  same  with  their  opinion  thereapon,  to  the 

An  ennoned  bill  makiiig  pnmrionfor  the  pay- 
ment  of  the  interest  on  thebuanees  due  toeertam 


States,  upon  the  final  settlematt^^  the  aeeonta 
between  the  United  States  and  the  individoal 
States,  was  read  the  third  time. 

And  on  the  question  that  the  said  bill  do  pass, 
it  was  resolved  in  the  aflkmative — yeas  52,  nays 
34 — as  follows: 

Teas. — ^Fisher  Ames,  James  Aimstnmff,  Abndiam 
Baldwin,  Jobn  Beatfy,  Elias  Boudinot,  Banj.  Bourne, 
Lambert  Cadwalader,  Tbooias  P.  Cames,  Abcmfaaai 
Clark,  David  Cobb,  Pd^  Cofiln,  Joehna  Coit,  Jonathan 
Dayton,  Hcniv  Deaibom,  George  Dent,  Samoal  Dex- 
ter, Tbmnaa  Fitniinons,  Dwight  Foster,  Alaxandar 
GiOm,  Nidudaa  Gthnan,  Benjudn  Goodhne,  Anditnr 
Gre^g,  Samuel  Griffin,  Thomas  Hartley,  John  Heath, 
James  Hillhouse,  William  Hindman,  John  Hunter, 
Henry  Latimer,  Amasa  Learned,  Riekard  Bland  Lee, 
William  Lvman,  Francis  Malbone,  Joseph  M'Dowetl, 
William  Montgomery,  William  Vans  Murrey,  Natha- 
niel Niles,  Jo^jsh  Parker,  Andrew  Pickens,  Theodore 
Sedgwick,  John  8.  Sherborne,  Jeremiah  i^nilfa,  Wil* 
liam  Smith,  Zefdianiah  Swift,  George  Tatdter,  Uiiali 
Tracy,  Jonathan  Trumbnll,  Pdeg  Wadswtwth,  Jen- 
miah  Wadflworth,  Artemas  Ward,  John  Watts,  and 
Richard  Winn. 

Nats. — Theodorus  Bailey,  Thomm  Claibonie,  Isaac 
Cdes,  William  J.  Dawaon,  William  Fmdl^,  Esakicl 
Gilbert,  William  B.  Giles,  Jamea  Gille^,  Henry  Gknn, 
James  Gordon,  Christopher  Greenup,  George  Hancock, 
Daniel  Heister,  Matthew  hotike,  Nathaniel  Maeoa, 
Alexander  Mdiane,  Andrew  Mooie,  Peter  Mnhtenbecg, 
Joeepfa  NeviDe,  Anthony  New,  Soba  NidudM,  Mexan- 
der  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Francis  Preston,  Thomas  Scott, 
John  Smilie,  Silas  Talbot,  John  E.  Van  Allen,  Phil^ 
Van  Cortlandt,  Peter  Van  Gaasbw^  Abraham  Veaa- 
ble,  Fianda  Walker,  and  Joseph  Winstm. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infwmed  the  Hooae 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  die  resolution  of 
this  House  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  ctm- 
mittee  to  c<msider  and  report  what  forthn  bosi- 
oess  rs  necessary  to  be  done,  during  the  {wesent 
session,  and  at  what  time  it  will  be  proper  to  ad- 
journ the  same ;  and  have  appointed  a  committee 
on  their  part. 

CHEROKEE  INDIANS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  wa&  referred  the  Message  fr<Hn  the  Prb- 
eiDENT  OP  THE  Unitbd  Statbs,  of  the  thirtieth  of 
Janoary  last,  transmitting  the  copy  of  a  Letter 
from  Constant  Freeman,  a^t  for  the  War  De- 
partment, in  Georgia,  relative  to  the  Creek  Indi- 
ans ;  and  on  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  a  memorial  of  the  Representatives 
the  people  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States 
South  of  the  river  Ohio. 

The  Chairman,  Mr.  Parker,  read  to  the  House 
one  of  these  papers,  viz:  a  memorial  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Territory  South- 
west of  the  Ohio.  They  stated  the  hardships  that 
the  people  of  that  country  had  suffered  from  the 
Cherokees.  The  murder  of  two  hundred  pe<^ 
of  all  descriptions,  and  the  loss  of  two  thousud 
horses,  worth  on  an  average,  fifty  dollars  each, 
formed  a  part  of  the  catalogue  of  their  nusfor tunes. 
They  expressed  their  satisfaction  in  hearing  that 
the  Congress  had  taken  measures  for  proteedng 
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AmericaQ  commerce  from  the  rarages  of  the  Al- 
^rines,  and  hoped  that  while  their  countrymen, 
in  the  AtlaDtie  cities  lired  in  safety  and  in  luxu- 
ry, this  distant  portion  of  the  Federal  Qovemmeot 
would  not  be  forgotten,  or  neglected.  They  solicit- 
ed the  adoption  of  a  more  e^ictual  system  of  de- 
fence. 

A  report  was  read  from  the  committee,  who  had 
been  appointed  to  take  this  memorial  into  consider- 
ation. 

Mr.  Madison  objected  to  some  part  of  the  re- 
port It  had  been  stated  by  the  committee,  that 
the  GoTemor  of  that  country  should  be  authorized, 
in  case  of  any  irruption  by  the  Indians,  to  attack 
them  with  an  armed  force,  and  compel  them  to 
an  observance  of  the  treaties  made  with  the  Unit- 
ed States.  Mr.  M.  conndered  this  kngtuge  as 
irregular,  because  by  the  laws,  and  nnirersal  sense 
of  nations,  when  hostilities  are  once  commenced , 
between  two  different  States,  existing  treaties  are 
at  an  end ;  and,  therefore,  an  armed  force  cannot 
compel  the  obserrance  of  old  treaties,  but  the 
formation  of  new  ones.  He  stated  sereial  objec- 
tions to  the  method  pointed  out  in  the  report  of 
Che  select  committee  for  giTiog  military  aid  to  the 
back  settlers. 

This  discussion  called  up  Mr.  Fitzbimons,  Mr. 
Dattoit,  and  several  other  members.  At  last,  the 
Committee  agreed  to  sereral  amendments.  They 
rose,  and  the  Chairman  reported.  The  House 
then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  on  this 
snUeet. 

The  resolutions  were  read  and  agreed  to,  as 
follows: 

iUsoived,  That  the  President  op  the  United 
Statn  be  authorized  to  call  out  such  number  of 
the  militia  of  the  Government  of  the  Territoy 
South  of  the  river  Ohio,  or  of  the  States  most  con- 
veniently situated,  as  may  be  requisite  to  carry  on 
offensive  operations  against  any  nation  or  tribe  of 
Indians,  that  may  continue  hostile. 

RemHvtdj  That  the  Pbbsidbnt  be  authorized  to 
cause  to  be  established  and  guarded,  such  military 
poets  as,  in  his  judgment,  wul  be  necessary  for  the 
permanent  security  of  the  frontier  settlers,  and  to 
employ  one  or  more  troops  of  horse,  as  patrols  w 
niwera  between  the  said  posts. 

Ordered^  That  a  hill  or  IhUs  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolotions,  and  that  t&.  Cabngs, 
Mr.  BLomrr,  Mr.  Mebanb,  Mr.  Pickers,  uid  Mr. 
Pbbbton,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

REVENUE  BILL. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  laying  additional  du- 
ties on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported 
into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ^ips 
or  vessels. 

The  three  cents  per  bushel  of  additional  duty 
on  salt  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Findlet,  as  op- 
pressire  to  his  constituents. 

Hr.  Ahbs  was  convinced,  that  this  was  much 
better  than  a  land-tax.  It  was  beyond  all  cmn- 
pariaoB,  more  cheai^  more  certain,  and  more  equal 
u  the  eoUeetuntlua  a  land-tax.  HeiroaU  imther 
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tax  salt,  at  even  half  a  dollar  per  bushel,  than  agree 
to  a  land-tax. 

Mr.  Clark  would  be  very  glad  to  hear  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Findlbt]  specify, 
upon  what  subject  he  was  filing  to  pay  a  tax? 
It  was  beyond  the  comprehension  of  Mr.  C,  for 
what  sort  of  a  tax  the  gentleman  was  [prepared  to 
vote,  or,  indeed,  what  sort  of  taxes  the  Western 
settlers  of  Pennsylvania  pay.  We  lay  a  duty  on 
sugar.  They  make  sugar  for  themselves.  We 
lay  a  tax  on  tobacco.  They  are  to  manu&cture 
for  themselves.  We  lay  an  excise  on  distilleries. 
They  refuse  to  pay  this  tax,  and,  in  fact,  they  do 
not  pay  it.  We  tax  wines ;  but  we  wre  told  that 
these  peo^e  are  ^>oor.  They  canno^  therefore^ 
afford  to  drink  wine^  on  which  the  duty  is  very 
heavy,  for  that  duty  is  paid  tmly  by  the  rich.  We 
tax  the  importation  of  foreign  fineries,  such  as  silk, 
bat  silk  also  is  not  the  dress  of  poos  people,  so  that 
here  again  the  constituents  of  the  genueman  get 
off.  We  are  going  to  tax  the  importation  of  foragn 
coals,  but  they  have  plenty  of  their  own,  and  so 
far  from  paying  a  tax  on  tirem,  are  cutting  a  canal 
to  bring  them  down  to  Philadel^ia ;  which  will 
drive  out  the  importation  of  foreign  coals,  and  so 
destroy  the  tax  altogether.  Undec  these  circum- 
stances, Mr.  C.  was  solicitous  to  learn  what  taxes 
the  back  settlers  paid,  for,  as  far  as  he  could  un- 
derstand, they  paid  none;  and  their  Representa- 
tive would  do  well  to  inform  the  House  on  what 
they  were  willing  to  pay  a  tax.  Was  Qovem- 
ment  to  be  burdened  with  dtem,  and  derive  no 
compensation?  Was  it  a  snffieimt  reason  for  ex- 
empting a  district  fmn  pnUie  burdens  to  say  that 
the  people  are  poor?  Are  taxes  to  be  paU  exclu- 
sively by  the  rich? 

Mr.  RuTHBRPORD  Objected  to  this  du^  on  salt. 
It  was  often  to  be  carried  from  one  to  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles  inland,  and  in  fact,  it  frequent- 
ly costs  twenty  shillings  per  bushel.  No  tax  could 
lie  so  universally  tmpopiuar  as  this  would  be. 

Mr.  FiNDLEv  replied  to  Mr.  Clark.  As  to  su- 
gar, though  some  of  his  neighbors  made  theirs, 
Mr.  P.  bought  his  own  in  Philadelphia.  As  to 
silks  and  other  female  fineries,  his  eonstituents  did 
just  like  other  people.  The^  V^^k  ^ 
as  much  as  they  could  possibly  amnL  and  had 
among  them  ladies  very  well  drrased.  As  to  other 
matters,  his  constituents  purchased  their  manu- 
factures in  Philadelphia,  and  paid  for  them,  as 
other  peof^e  did.  Salt,  he  said,  was  known  to  be 
necessary  for  cattle  in  the  back  country.  He  was 
strongly  against  the  tax. 

iLLOM  Ukewise  opposed  the  tax  on  salt. 
It  had  been  proposed,  in  the  State  which  he  re- 
presented^ but  never  could  be  carried  through. 

On  a  division,  it  was  rejected ;  ayes  33,  noes  47. 

A  moticm  was  made  for  striking  out  twenty'^ve 
cents  per  ton  of  additional  tonnage,  on  foreign  vet- 
sds,  in  order  to  insert  fifty. 

It  was  passed  in  the  negative;  ayes  39,  noM41. 

After  going  through  the  bill,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  the  House  went  into  consideration  of  the 
amendments  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  the  subject  an  additional  duty  on  coal 
imported,  Mr.  Gnn  said,  that  the  rise  was  very 
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moderate  from  four  and  an  half  to  six  cents  ser 
ton.  A  Boston  compaav  was  about,  as  he  under- 
stood, to  embark  in  tnis  businecn,  but  iraited  to  see 
die  steps  taken  bj  Congreec.  Tnerewaaasmuch 
coal  in  Vir^ia  as  mud  sevre  all  Amerioa,  and 
Bnrope  besides. 

Mr.  Wadswobtb  would  hare  the  additional 
dntf  restricted  to  all  coal  imported  in  foreign 

Bfr.  HsivraB  wanted  to  know,  whether  the  price 
of  eoal  had  not  been  already  donUed  within  these 
few  yean.  He  was  informed  that  coal  imported 
had  of  late  risen  fhan  six  dollars  per  ton,  to  twelve 
dollars  and  an  half. 

Mr^  FiTZBiMONs  said,  that  a  few  years  would 
put  an  end  to  impwtatioo  altogether.  He  defend- 
ed the  tax.  He  saw  no  danger  to  any  of  the  ma- 
nu&ctures  in  Anwrica,  that  make  use  of  foreign 
eoal  arising  from  this  tax.  Notliing  but  a  capital 
was  wanting  to  inake  America  supply  hersell. 

Mr.  Shbkbdbnb  recommended  the  amendment 
of  Hr.  Wadstobth,  as  to  die  restriction  of  this 
duty  to  foreign  bottoms. 

Mr.  Madisoh  worded  this  amendment,  "  on  all 
Teasels  not  belouffing  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States  f  beeanse  ioreign  bottoms  might  belong  to 
pcojde  of  thu  country.  He  was  not  solicitous 
about  the  fate  of  the  motion.  The  amendment 
was  lost ;  but  the  original  motU>n  was  carried. 

Another  amendment  was,  ''after  the  fourth  sec- 
tion to  add  six  cento  additifmal  per  ton  on  Ameri' 
can  tonnage." 

Mr.  GoonHOB  considered  that  nothing  could  be  so 
sore  upon  our  merchants,  as  this^  burden  at  this 
time,  when  half  our  shipping  are  in  the  hands  of 
the  Algerines  or  the  Bntish. 

It  pused  in  the  negatiTe— yeas  38,  i»ys  45— as 
follows: 

Yus. — Theodoras  Bailey,  Abnham  Baldwin,  John 
BMtty,  ThMBss  Bloont,  Thomas  P.  C&met,  Thomw 
CliflMiBe,  Jmathan  Dayton,  George  Dent,  WUUud 
nnOey.  WilBuB  B.  CUm.  James  GiUeiqne,  Janes  Gor- 
don, Samnel  GriflSn,  WiUtam  Bany  Chwre,  George 
Hancedt,  Thomas  Hartl^,  Daniel  Heistra,  John  Hnn- 
kr,  Bicbaid  Bland  Lee,  Matthew  Locke,  Nathaniel 
Maom,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane,  Peter 
Muhlenberg,  JosepAferille,  Anthony  New,  Nathaniel 
Nilea,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Andrew  Pickens.  Francis 
Fiaston,  Israel  Smith,  William  Smith.  Silas  Talbot, 
Uriah  Tiacy,  Jdm  E.  Van  Allen,  FetwYan  Oaaabeck, 
Pel^  Wadswoidi,  Francis  Walker,aiid  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats< — Fisher  Ames,  Blias  Boodinot,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Gabriel  Christie,  Abraham  Clark,  David  Cobb, 
Pelcff  Coffin,  Joehua  Coit,  Isaac  Coles,  HeOry  Dear- 
born, Samnel  Dexter,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Dwight 
Foster,  Exddel  Gilbert,  Alexander  Gilim,  Nicholas  Gil- 
man,  Henry  Glenn,  Benjamin  Ooodhne,  Christt^er 
Oreen^p,  Jobn  HeaUi,  James  HiUhovae,  Amasa  Learned, 
WiHam  Imaan,  James  Madiaon,  Fhods  MaDwDe, 
WKam  MamgMMiy,  Anfaw  Moon,  Wilttam  Vans 
Moiray,  John  Nididas,  Joihn  Page,  Josalt  Faricer,  Ro- 
bert Kotherford,  Thomas  Scott,  Theodore  Sedgwick, 
Jdm  S.  Sberttame,  John  Anilie,  Jeremiah  Snuth, 
Zmhaniah  Swift,  Oewge  Thatcher,  Jonathan  Trum- 
ball,  Abnham  VenaUe,  Jeremiah  Wadsworlh,  John 
Watta,  Benjamin  WilUuns,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Ordsrtd,  That  the  said  bill,  vith  the  amend- 


ments agreed  to^  be  enposMil,  and  read  the  tluid 
time  toHnonNiw. 


Saturday,  May  17. 

An  engrossed  bill  laying  additional  dutiee  oa 
goods,  wares,  and  merchanaise,  imported  into  the 
United  States,  and  on  the  tfnmage  <tf  ships  or  res- 
sels,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  WiLLiaH  Smith,  from  dte  committee  ^ 
pointed,  presented  a  bill  laving  certain  daties  i^oa 
manofaetured  tobacco  and  r^ed  annr;  iriuek  { 
was  read  the  first  time ;  and  oiqiosition  being  made  i 
to  the  same,  the  question  was  stated,  to  wit : "  Shall 
the  said  bill  be  rejected  V 

TOBACCO  AND  SUGAR  DUTIES. 

The  bill  laying  a  duty  on  tabacco  manulactured. 
and  sugar  refin^,  in  the  United  States,  was  reaa 
a  second  time. 

Mr.  Lyman  opposed  its  passing  to  a  third  read- 
ing, on  the  ground  that  those  arucles  deaerre  yet  , 
the  fostering  care  of  OoTemmeat,  and  are  entir^jr 
incapable  of  bearing  such  a  burd«a  i  for,  evoi  now, 
notwithstanding  the  present  protectmg  dutiea 
they,  esjKcially  the  article  mannfactorad  anii^ 
are  yet  imported.  He  also  objected  to  the  hill, 
from  the  exceptionable  nature  of  an  excise. 

Some  olgectioas  were  made  to  the  pn^iety  of 
opposing  the  bill  in  its  present  stage. 

Mr.  CLAnK  thought  the  bill  unneoessary,  be- 
cause the  two-and-a-4ialf  per  cent  of  additional 
impost  would  supply  all  the  wants  of  the  public 
He  thought  that  the  bill  had  an  immoral  tendency, 
because  it  tempted  men  to  perjure  themselves.  It 
was  oppressive,  as  making  every  man's  house  li- 
able to  oe  searched  at  midnight.  He  thought  it 
also  would  produce  an  expensive  mode  of  collec- 
tion. He,  tiierefore,  objected  against  it,  as  unne- 
cessary, of  an  immoral  tendency,  as  oppressive, 
and  expensive.  He  had  always  voted  against  it, 
and  he  always  should  persist  in  voting  against  it. 

Mr.  Ames  pressed  the  neces«ty  for  money,  and 
the  want  of  other  funds  to  discha^  the  services 
of  the  current  year.  He  said,  that  to  impose  taxes 
was  an  unpopular  office,  and  e:qK»ed  members  to 
dislike.  Perhaps  they  might  oeperteaiUd;  hat 
it  was  still  requisite  for  members  to  perform  their 
duty.  He  had  a  great  repugnance  to  the  excise 
as  established  in  Europe ;  out  in  America  it  was 
of  a  different  nature.  To  reject  the  present  bill 
would  place  the  finances  of  this  country  in  a  very 
alarming  point  of  view.  If  this  bill  was  thrown 
out,  we  might  bid  farewell  to  firm  and  determined 
measures.  We  must  go  home  when  we  are  to  by 
a  tax,  and  ask  the  {wople  whether  tnr  not  they 
like  iL 

Mr.  NicHOLAB  went  into  the  old  tagamaOa 

r'nst  excise.  He  was  severe  on  the  general 
acter  of  excise  officers,  whom  he  represented 
as  the  dr^  of  society.  Very  few  perscms  in 
America  would  accept  of  such  an  office  at  all,  and 
those  who  accepted  of  it,  are  by  no  means  of  a  j 
ram)eGtaUe  rank  in  life. 

Mr.  Fitzsimons.  There  are  as  good  men  em-  I 
ployed  in  tin  oolketion  of  the  rereniie  as  iny  ! 
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otben  in  tbecoaoiry.iiotexci^ptiiurthe  ceoUemao 
himself;  and  men  wiio  are  as  well  likea  by  their 
neighbors. 

Mr.  W.  Smith.  The  rejection  of  the  bill  at 
this  time  will  not  deeide  the  principle  of  excise } 
if  r^ected,  it  will  not  b«  owing  to  tne  arguments 
against  it,  bnt  to  the  absence  a  great  maajr 
members,  who  never  dreamed  that  the  question 
would  hare  been  brought  on  to-day,  and  who  do 
not  even  know  that  the  bill  has  been  so  much  as 
reported.  The  practice  is  uncandid,  and  unpre- 
cedented, to  endeavor  to  reject  a  bill  at  this  stage, 
before  it  has  been  printed,  and  the  members  know 
its  contents.  Was  it  fair  aod  conEistent,  ia  a  thin 
House,  to  reject  the  bill  without  any  further  con- 
sideration tHau  one  reading,  for  the  sake  of  form, 
a  reading,  to  which  nobodjf  had  listened  !  How 
was  this  to  settle  the  principle  of  excise  7  Was  it 
not  already  settled  in  the  Cfonstitution  and  by  ex- 
isting laws?  But  a  new  argument  had  been  this 
day  resorted  to;  there  was  a  surplus  of  revenue 
in  the  Treasury,  without  new  taxes,  and  this  had 
been  ^scovereo,  since  this  tax  had  been  agreed  to. 
If  this  argument  was  founded  in  fact,  it  would  put 
an  end  to  all  debates  on  all  the  new  taxes  j  but 
what  was  this  notable  discovery?  an  additional 
two^od-Brbalf  per  cent,  on  impost.  This  was  no 
discovery  wiiicn  could  change  the  question,  for  it 
was  agreed  to,  before  the  duty  on  manufactured 
tobacco  and  sugar ;  and  the  latter  had  been  there- 
fore established  by  the  House,  with  a  knowledge 
that  the  former  was  laid.  He  asked,  if,  in  ue 
present  situation  of  the  country,  all  aepeadence 
was  to  be  placed  on  commerce  i  How  coidd  cer- 
tain members  reconcile  this  proceeding  with  their 
former  votes  and  language  t  But  the  other  day  we 
were  to  probtbit  all  commercial  intercourse,  to  se- 
quester debts,  and  to  prepare  for  war.  Now,  we 
are  to  derive  the  whole  01  the  revenues  from  trade ; 
the  same  eentlemen  who  urged  these  measures 
were  now  defeating  every  kind  of  revenue,  which 
might  be  productive.  There  was  something  so 
eitraordinary  in  this,  that  he  could  not  account 
for  it.  It  was  said,  that  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  ought  not  to  have  reckoned  on  a  defal- 
catioD,  in  the  impost  of  $1,300,000,  but  the  gentle- 
men assign  no  reasons  for  their  assertion,  where- 
as the  committee  founded  their  report  on  the  best 
information.  Admit,  however,  that  it  is  doubt- 
iUl ;  was  it  safe,  in  the  present  critical  state  of  the 
country,  to  jplace  all  dependence  on  external  re- 
sources, which  were  every  moment  in  danger  of 
being  cut  off?  Did  not  duty  require  a  provision 
for  toe  defeuce  and  safety  of  the  United  States,  by 
mtemal  resources?  This  was  certein,  that  the 
extra  appropriations  of  this  yeu  exceeded  those 
of  any  former  year  by  two  millions  and  a  half  of 
dollars.  Where  was  the  money  to  come  from  ? 
The  members  in  opposition  to  this  tax,  voted  out 
land  and  salt ;  they  endeavored  to  vote  out  stamps 
and  carriages.  They  will  agree  to  nothing  but 
impost.  Are  the  merchants  to  be  saddled  with 
the  whole  burden,  because,  like  friends  to  order 
ud  tranquility,  they  have  not  ccUUd  tovm  meet- 
wetj  or  published  tn/(ammaforv  resolves  ?  It  is 
said,  war  is  no  longer  expected ;  this  country  is 


willing  to  submit  to  ev«ry  thin^  Was.  tbin  in- 
sinuation pointed  at  Congress  or  the  Executive  t 
It  was  unfounded  in  either  case ;  because  negotia- 
tion was  tried,  it  did  not  follow  that  either  the  one 
or  the  other  branch  of  the  Government  were  dis- 
posed tamely  to  submit  to  injury ;  for  himself,  he 
was  ready  to  aver  that,  if  proper  reparation  were 
not  obtained,  he  should  be  for  war.  The  balance 
now  being  trembling  on  its  beam;  and  no  one 
could  say  whether  it  would  settle  for  peace  or  war, 
he  waaior  preparing  seriously  for  the  latter,  while 
we  strove  to  preserve  the  former.  Pecuniary  ex- 
ertions were  indispensable ;  it  might  be  a  pleasant 
thing  to  oppose  taxes,  and  the  Mvocates  of  new 
taxes  might  be  obnoxious,  but  this  would  not  draw 
him  from  his  duty.  The  increase  of  excise  officers 
had  been  mentioned ;  the  bill  did  not  propose  a 
single  one ;  the  bad  character  of  the  excise  o£Eu;ers 
had  been  mentioned ;  the  supervisors  were  among 
the  most  respectable  men  in  the  United  States, 
and  the  inspectors  were  as  virtuous  as  the  officer* 
of  the  customs.  The  embarrassments  the  taking 
of  oaths,  dec.,  were  not  more  applicable  to  xnxaor 
facturers  than  to  merchants  and  captaiosj  who 
could  not  enter,  or  unlade,  or  clear  out,  without 
difficulties,  embarrassments,  and  oaths;  but  this 
was  disrej^ded,  as  if  they  had  less  feeling  than 
other  people.  As  to  the  injury  to  morals,  the  ne- 
cessary oaths  required  by  all  revenue  laws  were 
not  injurious  to  the  morals  of  the  honest,  and  those 
who  swore  to  the  truth ;  and,  as  to  those  who  were 
disposed  to  commit  frauds  and  perjuries,  no  injury 
could  be  done  to  the  morals  of  those  who  had 
none.  Mr.  S.  wished  that  less  had  been  said  in 
the  way  of  general  reflection  on  the  Collectors  of 
the  revenue.  Some  years  ago,  a  member  of  that 
Hous&  when  diey  were  at  New  TorL  i^ttaeked 
the  tide-waitm  There  h^^ed  to  be  a  tide^ 
waiter  in  the  gallery,  who  wrote,  next  day,  a  pret- 
tv  smart  letter  to  the  member,  who  had  spoken  so 
freely  of  his  profession. 

Mr.  NiLu  hoped  that  no  jNotlnnaa  wovM  lay, 
that  he  wished  to  see  the  Treenuy  empty.  He 
would,  fcv  his  own  part,  be  ^d  to  know  whether 
there  was  a  deficiency  or  not,  clearly  stated.  He 
did  not  see  so  much  as  some  others  did,  in  the  ob- 
jectioas  to  an  excise.  It  vras  catted  an  excise,  it 
was  true,  but  we  do  not  know  yet  the  way  i& 
which  it  is  to  be  levied ;  so,  we  cannot  tell  whether 
there  will  be  any  hardship  in  it  or  not.  He  went 
over  some  of  the  statements  of  different  gentle- 
men, but  on  the  whole,  there  was  so  much  contrar 
diction  in  the  assertions  of  different  members,  that 
Mr.  N.  knew  not  what  to  make  of  than. 

Mr.  BooDiNOT  moved  that  the  House  adjourn, 
which  they  did  immediately,  at  three  o^oloek. 


MoMiuT,  May  19. 

A  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Salem,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  praying  a  further 
continuation  of  the  Embargo  laid  on  sKps  or  ves- 
sels in  the  ports  of  the  United  Slates,  bound  to 
any  foreign  port  or  place.  Laid  on  the  table. 
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mPRBaBMENT  OF  AMEMOAN  SEAMEN. 

Mi.  Mcbbat  mored,  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  report  a  bill  to  proride  suchreguktioDs 
as  may  enable  American  seamen  to  obtain  and 
carry  evidence  of  citizensbtp,  for  the  purpose  of 
pTOtectioff  them  from  impressment  into  foreign 
service.  He  said,  that  it  was  a  reasonable  expect- 
ation that  the  subject  of  this  resolution  should  be 
seriously  attended  to,  at  any  time ;  but  there  were 
the  most  urgent  reasons  for  an  attention  to  the 
situatioii  of  our  fellow-citizens  of  this  description 
at  the  present  period.  That  the  evil  of  impress- 
ment mto  foreign  service  existed,  no  gentleman 
-could  doubt,  and  ii  was  equally  doubtless,  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  Congress,  as  far  as  they  could,  to 
provide  a  remedy  for  the  evil.  A  few  years  since, 
when  Britain  armed  her  navy  against  Spain,  on 
the  Nootka-Sound  question,  it  had  been  the  mte 
.43f  several  hundreds  of  the  American  seamen  to 
be  impressed  into  a  service  which  they  abhorred. 
For  a  proof  of  this  fact,  he  would  recal  the  re- 
membrance of  the  House,  to  the  claim  made  by 
Mr.  Cutting  for  repayment  of  money  actually  ex- 
pended by  him,  in  the  liberation  of  seamen  in  this 
humiliating  situation.  Congress  repaid  Mr.  Cut- 
ting two  thousand  dollars.  That  they  had  thus 
attended  to  this  claim  waa  jiroof  that  the  fact  com- 
plained of  existed.  The  evil  arose,  not  more  from 
ihe  extreme  insolence  of  disposition  of  the  press- 
ings,, than  from  a  real  difficulty  of  discriminating 
American  citizens  from  Britidi  subjects.  The 
difficulty  was,  in  similarity  of  language,  dress,  and 
maimers ;  and  from  the  deficiency  of  evidence  of 
citizenship,  which,  in  a  foreign  port,  conld  not  al- 
ways be  obtained.  For,  though  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  of  England  had  laid  down  certain  rules, 
in  the  case  that  he  bad  mentioned,  the  rules 
laid  down  had  exacted  so  rigid  and  pointed  an 
oath,  from  personal  knowledge,  that  they  scarcely 
could,  in  any  case,  be  complied  with.  A  captain 
might,  in  many  instances,  believe  his  sailor  to  be 
an  American,  and  yet  not  think  himself  warrant- 
ed in  making  oath  to  this  fact.  The  object  of  his 
nsolntioa  was,  that  seamen,  who  are  American 
dtiieiis,  might  all  ^urane  a  imiform  line  of  evl- 
denee  in  |voof  of  eitizensliip,  and  that^  by  an  eattj 
of  sneh  evidence  solemnly  obtained  in  the  clear- 
aaces^or  other  authentic  papers  of  the  ship,  the 
same  weight  and  authority  should  be  given  to 
tbeir  part  of  a  ship's  papers  as  were,  in  all  cases, 

S'ren  to  all  sea  letters  and  other  papers.  He  be- 
ived  that,  if  the  subject  went  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, a  particular  regulation  on  thissubject  might 
be  digested,  which  would^  in  many  ca.^es,  if  not  in 
all,  Mord  such  good  evidence  of  citizenship,  as 
would  save  American  seamen  from  the  injustice 
and  cruelty  that  many,  he  believed,  now  actually 
suffered  under ;  for  he  had  heard  that  a  number 
of  Uiera  had  been  impressed  in  the  West  Indies  on 
board  of  the.  &itish  ^t.  He  was  not  so  san- 
guine as  to  inu^ne,  that  any  law  could  give  full 
protection  to  our  seamen;  fur  he  was  convinced 
that,  in  order  to  give  complete  protection,  certain 
rules  of  evidence  must  first  be  recognised,  by  Con- 
Tention  between  this  country  and  Britain,  stipu- 
lating the  extmt  of  certain  pwtieal  {vineiples  re- 


lative to  aliena^  and  allegian  Till,  however, 
that  is  don&  be  thought '  it  the  duty  of  Congress, 
and  particularly,  at  this  disturbed  period,  to  aSbra 
every  aid  in  its  power  to  this  class  of  citizens.  To 
bring  the  subject  before  the  House,  he  had  moved 
the  resolution,  which  he  gave  notice,  that  he  would 
call  ttp  tOHOiorrow. 

TOBACCO  AND  SUGAR  DUTIES. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  laying  a  duty  on  manufactured  tobac- 
co and  refined  sugar,  which  had  been  debated  and 
postponed  on  Saturday. 

Jldr.  GoODHDB  wished  for  a  delay.  He  had  seen  \ 
a  gentleman  from  Pennaylvaniaj  last  night,  whom  j 
he  did  not  now  see  in  hia  place  m  the  House,  and  | 
who  was  n^ing  out  an  estimate,  whether  the  | 
money  proposed  to  be  raised  by  these  taxes  would  j 
be  wanted  or  not.  If  they  could  really  do  with-  I 
out  the  money,  it  would  oe  better  to  reject  the- 
bill. 

Mr.  SHERBnBHB  thought  that  the  question  might 
be  delayed,  till  it  was  seen,  whether  the  sums,  to 
be  produced  by  this  bill,  would  be  aetoaily  re- 
quired^r  not. 

Mr.  Daytok  believed  that  the  money  was  want- 
ed. He  would  therefore  vote  for  the  bill.  It  was 
incumbent  on  gentlemen  who  objected  to  the  bill, 
to  show  that  the  money  would  not  he  wanted. 

Mr.  Shilib  and  Mr.  Lbe  rose  at  the  same  time. 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  Mr.  Smilib  had 
risen  first. 

Mr.  Lbe  said,  that  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania had  already  spoke  twice  on  this  subject ; 
and  he  insisted  for  order,   [Mr.  L.  referred  to 
the  proceedings  of  Saturday,  for  Mr.  Smilie  had  i 
not  spoke  any  before,  this  day.}   Our  time,  said  ' 
Mr.  L.,  is  too  precious  to  be  wasted  in  talking,  | 
when  every  gentleman  is  competent  to  give  his  j 
vote  already.  I  call  for  the  question.  His  opinion 
vras,  that  the  money  was  not  yet  wanted;  and  [ 
that  it  was  being  too  provident  to  vote  for  taxev,  | 
before  they  were  required  by  necessity.  | 

Mr.  W.  Smith  contended,  that  there  would  be  i 
a  very  eon^erable  deficiency.  He  asked,  who  ! 
would  lend  us  money,  if  there  was  such  a  diffi- 
culty in  establishing  funds  topay  dieinterest  ofit?  | 

Mr.  Wadsworth  ho^d  that  the  bill  would  not 
be  alt(^ther  thrown  aside.  There  was  part  of  it 
that  he  approved,  and  part  of  it  that  he  did  not 
perfectly  approve.   In  discussing  this  question,  : 
much  stress  nas  been  laid  upon  the  two-and-a-half  ! 
per  cent,  of  additional  impost  on  importations,  as  j 
if  that  would  be  a  fund  for  the  increase  of  re- 
venue, and  supersede  the  necessity  for  some  other 
taxes.  Mr.  W.  asssigned  his  reasons  for  believinf  i 
that  this  supposition  was  perfectly  chimerical. 
Within  the  last  six  months,  American  vessek  and  i 
property  had  been  captured  by  the  British  priva* 
teers  in  the  West  Indies,  to  the  eztoit  of  one  mS- 
lion  of  dollar*.  This  will  make  the  importations 
less,  by  at  least  five  hundred  thousand  dollar^  and, 
of  consequence,  destroy  a  great  part  both  of  the 
old  and  new  impost.   Property  to  the  extent  of 
one-fourth  of  a  million  of^  doUara,  perhaps,  liad  i 
likewise  been  seized  by  the  Spaniards,  and  other 
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natkms  had  most  likely  taken  as  much  man.  The 
total  loM  to  American  ccHomerce  could  not,  there- 
fore, be  less  than^^ieen  hundred  thoiaattd  dolktn. 
The  imposts  on  importations  must,  therefore,  be 
Teiy  much  reduced ;  as  from  Britain,  for  example, 
there  would  not,  in  tiis  jud|E[ment,  be  one-fourth 
part  of  the  imports,  from  this  time  to  the  first  of 
December,  that  had  been  formerly.  And  no  man 
eoald  imagine  that,  at  the  most,  they  would  ex- 
ceed one-half  of  their  former  amount.  The  British 
meieliants  woold  be  afraid,  on  account  of  the  mat- 
ters that  had  been  propoaeid.  These  people,  they 
woold  say,  hare  been  laying  embarsroes,and  speak- 
ing of  sequestration,  and  indemnification.  We 
must  be  cautious.  Mr.  W.  added,  that  it  was  pos- 
aiUe  enouffh,  that  America  mi^ht,  in  the  Fall,  be 
at  war  with  Britain ;  and  then  imp<»t  and  import- 
ation will  fall  tc^ether.  These  were  his  motives 
for  believing  that  the  two-and-a-half  per  cent, 
would  be  of  no  great  consequence.  It  had  been 
said,  that  the  ten  per  cent,  would  produce  a  large 
augmentation.  He  did  not,  from  the  diminished 
quantity  of  imports,  believe  that  it  would  be  «o 
much,  by  twenty  or  thirty  per  cent,  as  the  old  se- 
Ten-nnd-half  duty  had  produced.  Mr.  W.  next 
rererted  to  the  bill  before  the  House.  One  part 
of  it  (the  duty  on  snuff)  he  could  not  agree  to. 
Tbe  other  part,  refined  sugars,  would  fidl  on  those 
who  eonld  affind  to  pay  it,  and  afker  M  that  had 
been  aaid  against  this  bill,  he  was  firmly  coarinced, 
that,  so  (m  from  injuring  the  mautifacture,  it 
would  thrive  the  better  for  this  tax.  He,  on  uis 
account,  hoped,  that  the  bill  would  pass,  in  spite 
of  his  ottjection  to  some  things  that  mijrtit,  per- 
hajM,  be  c<»rected.  He  then  replied  to  the  com- 
pfauttts  of  some  gratlemen,  who.  as  an  excuse  for 
repeating  over  and  over  a^n,  tneir  former  argu- 
ments and  opinions,  observed,  that  they  bad  not 
received  an  answer.  It  was  very  likely  that  they 
night  think  so,  and  he,  for  his  part,  did  not  think 
that  he  had  been  anfloer^.  .  This  kind  of  reason- 
ing had  no  end.  Perhaps  it  was  impossible  for 
him,  or  gentlemen  of  his  sentiments,  to  answer  the 

riaite  side  of  the  question.  And,  again,  perhaps 
gentlemen  of  'the  oppMite  opimcm  nndd  not 
annm  them.  The, matter  must  rest  there,  and 
the  qnesdcm  come  to  a  vote. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONS  was  convinced  that  there  was 
a  defieiocy,  and  a  great  one.  But  he  was  not 
folly  ]vepared  to  speak  upon  the  subject ;  though 
he  waa  sure  of  the  fact.  He  did  not  wish  to  hur- 
ry the  subject.   The  bill  might  be  printed. 

Mr.  Nicholas  was  sorry  to  have  learned  that 
he  bad,  on  Saturday,  made  a  general  reflection  od 
a  profession  of  men.  With  some  gentlemen,  in 
die  line  referred  to,  he  had  as  strict  a  friendship 
xs  with  any  persons  on  earth.  He  said,  that  ten 
lines  of  figures,  which  be  had  in  his  hand,  would 
atitfy  the  House,  that  the  taxes  in  the  present 
NU  are  not  wanted.  He  then  began  a  detail  of 
eooaidcrable  length,  to  which  Mr.  FmsiHONa 


__r.  TsAOY.  One  eentleman  says  that  we  have 
a  sorplos  of  three  millionB ;  another,  tbtft  we  have 
a  snrplns     one  million.  It  is  very  strange  for 
^tlonan  to  be  eoming  frnmrd  in  this  stage  of 


the  debate,  and  to  say  that  money  is  not  wanted, 
after  the  want  of  money  has  been  so  frequently 
advanced,  and  admitted,  in  the  House.  It  is  un- 
accountable, that  there  should  be  a  contradiction 
on  a  point  of  this  nature.  He  next  went  into  a 
long  series  of  calculations 

He  objected  to  the  estimate  of  the  impost  of 
1793,  that  was  reckoned  upon  for  the  current  ex- 
penses of  1794.  A  great  part  of  this  impost  was 
still  due,  by  bonds.  The  persons  who  had  given 
these  bonds  were,  many  them,  broke  by  the 
British  depredations  in  the  West  Indies ;  and,  in 
fact,  a  large  pn^rtion  of  that  impost  never  wonU 
be  daid  in  to  the  Collectors  nf  the  revenue. 

He  was  displeased  irith  the  way  in  which  some 
gentlemen  had  spoken  of  the  national  debt  He 
had  no  share,  for  nis  own  part,  as  a  creditor ;  hot 
a  part  of  his  property  must  go  to  the  discturge  of 
It,  and  he  should  cheerfully  pay  it  He  did  not 
agree  with  those  gentlemen  who,  in  the  event  of 
a  peace,  would  not  wish  to  replenish  the  Treasury. 
It  was  curious,  that  the  House  had  now  been  as- 
sembled for  neariy  six  months;  and  that  their 
chief  object  had  been  to  discover  ways  and  means 
for  raising  public  money.  A  bill  ior  that  purpose 
had  been  brought  in ;  and  just  when  it  was  on  the 
point  of  being  passed,  we  make  a  sudden  and  won- 
derflil  discGvery,  that  no  money  is  wanted ;  bat 
that  we  have  ui  orerplos  of  three  miUions  of  dol^ 
lars.  The  thing  cannot  be.  The  calculations  are 
not  founded  on  truth.  He  did  not  believe  that 
members  understood  the  bill.  He  could  demm*- 
strate,  that  there  was  occasion  for  a  suj^ly  of 
money. 

Mr.  Maoisou  thought,  that  the  argumente  on 
each  side  <^  this  question  might  be  reduced  to  a 
narrow  compass.  If  peace  continues,  he  supposed 
it  likely  that  the  revenue  would  not  fall  so  fat 
short,  as  the  Committee  had  apprehended.  But  if 
there  was  a  war,  the  expense  would  much  exceed 
anything  yet  thought  oi.  He  was  for  laying  aside 
the  subject  at  present,  and  if  a  rupture  with  Eng- 
land should  ensue,  he  would  then  recommend,  at 
once,  a  dire^  tax,  and  that  these  excise  acts  should 
be  entirely  thrown  aside.  If  there  was  no  war, 
he  believed  that  no  new  taxes  were  required ;  let 
the  matter,  therefore  die,  as  to  the  present  He 
disapproved  the  principle  of  the  tax,  and  should, 
on  that  account,  think  ninuelf  Justified  in  voting 
against  it 

Mr.  GiLLON  rose,  and  replied  to  several  gen- 
tlemen, who  were  for  the  excise  on  tobacco, 
snuff,  and  loaf  and  lump  sugar ;  and  observed,  that 
he  had  partly  obtained  his  object,  by  drawing  gen-, 
tlemen  forward,  with  the  calculations  which  had 
been  kept  back.  But  as  the  gentlemen,  after  hav- 
ing, by  their  own  account,  t^en  three  months  on 
this  subject,  avowed  that  his  request  of  detailing 
those  large  sums  came  rather  unexpected,  and 
that  they  wished  toluive  mwe  time  to  make  thnr 
caleuktiims,  he  had  not  much  objection  to  let  this 
bill  have  a  second  reading;  but  he  hoped  they 
would  be  accurate,  in  pMportkm  to  the  time  taken 
to  pre&ee  them.  As  to  the  idea  of  oor  general 
taxes  not  taking  {dace  until  the  first  of  next  March, 
that  had  no  weight  with  him}  beeaiua  he  knew 
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the  Civil  Liat  for  the  T«sr  waa  not  all  then  doe* 
Bor  would  all  the  sum  for  miUtarr  and  naTal  pre- 
Mrations  be  to  be  paid  down,  the  day  the  ore  was 
dog  for  the  guas,  nor  on  the  day  that  the  iist  tree 
ms  cDt  to  Mtfhi  the  frigates. 

He  agreed  that  a  deficieucf  mi^t  aribe  oo  the 
snpidies  now  due,  for  the  terms  wnioh  the  gentle- 
men had  assigned  bf  the  plunder  of  o«r  mer- 
chant's prmmtx.  He  was  huipy  to  Gad  that  gen- 
tlemeo  had  not  lost  sight  m  the  serions  applica- 
tions they  had  received  from  that  respectable  and 
utile  boor  (the  merchaatfi)  for  redress ;  and  he 
should  taie  care  to  remind  gentlemen  of  their  own 
observations,  when  the  requests  of  the  merchants 
were  brought  forward,  as  he  was  clear  something 
must  be  done,  either  oj  restitution  on  the  debts  to 
beseqaesteredja  loan  for  them  under  the  guarantee 
of  Union,  or  by  prolouEin^  the  time  to  a  re- 
iaote  period,  bf  paying  (he  dutiee  that  they  owed. 
Hewasaeoitted^iiiftfingw9iufa;^duoo«erj»,^ 
maldiig  oaleulatiims  not  foonded  in  truth.  The 
latter  he  denied,  for,  if  there  is  any  untruth  in 
Aem,  it  cannot  be  oo  his  side,  but  most  have  arisen 
from  the  Committee}  therefOTe,  to  them  be  the 
imtrnth  apjdicaUe,  as  he  did  not  make  use  of  a 
figure  but  what  thev  placed  in  their  report. 

He  still  retained  nis  oninion,  that  suridns  reve- 
nne  was  dangeroos  in  the  hmds  of  any  Govern- 
ment. What  did  they  want  to  do  with  it?  He 
hoped  nothing  else  but  to  buy  up  the  national 
AiMed  debt  as  cheap  as  they  could,  which  act  was 
pardonable,  only  by  the  intent,  he  presumed,  they 
must  fee!  of  at  last  doing  justice  to  our  late  ar- 
mies. His  meaning  was,  that  the  profits  arising 
from  this  specolatioa  should  be  keiit  as  a  sacred 
deposite,  out  at  interest,  and  thht  interest  to  be 
emjdoyed  towards  payiiw  off  the  interest  due  on 
the  jpriocipal  losses  whicn  our  brave  officers  and 
soldiers  had  met  with,,  by  being  obliged  to  part 
with  their  shares  pay  at  a  very  interior  value. 
This  you  may  better  pay  to  patriotism  and  mis- 
f(»tmie,  than  pay  to  speculators. 

Mr.  Traot.  If  I  have  said  what  is  alleged,  the 
language  is  too  indecorous  to  be  used  by  me,  to  any 
gentleman  on  this  floor.  If  anything  of  that  kind 
has  escaped  from  me,  I  am  ready  to  ask  the  gen- 
tlMaan's  pardon.  I  have  the  highest  respect  for 
his  character. 

And  die  question  was  thai  put,  Shall  this  bill 
be  rejected  7  it  passed  in  the  negative— yeas  31, 
nays  56,  as  follows: 

YsAB.— Thomas  Blount,  Thomas  P.  Cunes,  Gabriel 
Christie,  Thomas  Clsibome,  Abraham  Clarit,  laaac 
Coles,  WiUiain  Findley,  William  B.  Giles,  Alexander 
OilloD,  Andrew  Gt^,  Daniel  Hiester,  William  Lyman, 
Natl^ual  Macon,  James  Madison,  Joseph  McDowell, 
Vmiiam  Moatffomeiy,  Andrew  Mooie,  Peter  Muhlsn- 
bar;,  Joseph  Neville,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas, 
Josiah  Paiker,  Fnnds  Preston,  Robert  Rntherford, 
Thomaa  Seott,  John  l^uHe,  lliMnafl  Tredwell,  Abra- 
ham VenaUs,  Piucis  Wallnr,  Kdmd  Whut.  and  Jo- 
aeph  Winston. 

NATs^Fisher  Ames,  James  Armstrong,  Theodoms 
Bailey,  Absaham  Baldwin,  John  Betm,  Elias  Boodi- 
not.  Bflmnm  Bonma,  Lanbot  Oadfiraladec,  Dand 
Cabb,  Pdeg  OoAa.  Joihu  Cok,  Willbm  J.  Dasnan, 


Jonathan  D^ton,  Hemy  Deaibww,  George  1>ent,  Sna- 
U€J  Dexter,  'Hnaum  Flliriaiiins,  Dwi^  Foster,  BaAjsl 
fiilbat,  JaaMM  Gilla^  Nkhtdas  Gflman,  Bony  Ghna, 
Benjamin  €h>odhae,  Jamea  Gordon,  Samoel  GriCm, 
William  Banry  Grove,  Thomas  Havtlw,  Jamea  -Hil. 
house,  William  HiwiiiMWj  John  hunter,  Hemy  L^ime^ 
Amiwa  Learned,  jRichaid  Bland  Lee^  Matthew  Lo^ 
Francis  Malbone,  Alexander  Mebane,  Wilham  Vans 
Murray,  Alexander  D..Orr,  Andrew  Pickens,  Theodose 
Sedgwkk,  John  8.  Sherburne,  Jeremish  Smith,  bael 
Smkh,  William  Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift,  Silas  Telbet, 
George  Thatdier,  Uriah  Trac^,  Jonathan  TnnnbaU, 
John  B.  Tan  Allen,  Peter  Van  Oaasbeck,  Peleg  Wads- 
wtnth,  Jeremiah  Wadswtnrth,  Artemas  Watd,  John 
Watta,  and  Benjamin  WOUams. 

The  said  bill  was  then  read  the  second  time,  tad 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Wednesday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  fnun  the  Senate, 
entitled  "  An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  exportation  of  arms  and^ammonition,  and  en- 
couraging the  importation  of  the  swne ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  thereio,  the  Chairman  reposted 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under 
consideration,  and  made  no  amendment  thereta 

The  said  bdl  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  Secretary  ol 
the  Treasury  on  the  lepiesentatioB  of  the  Lqp>* 
lature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  eoneeniing  the 
expenses  certain  expeditions  carried  on  agaiasi 
the  Indians  since  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-five,  which  lay  on  the  table, 
be  referred  to  Mr.  Gbbbmdp,  Mr.  HiLwouaB,  aad 
Mr.  Vbnable  that  they  do  exunine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  oinaioa 
thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Talbot,  from  the  committee  ai^>oiated, 
presented  a  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the 
account  of  Lewis  Dubois,  for  his  services  in  tlie 
late  Army  of  the  United  States;  whiehwas  twice 
read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Lyman,  from  the  Joint  Committee  appoint* 
ed  to  consider  and  report  what  further  business  b 
necessary  to  be  done  during  the  preamt  spsaioa, 
and  at  what  time  it  will  be  proper  to  adjourn  the 
sam^  made  a  report;  which  waa  read,  un  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  c(Hisider  the  r^iort  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  motion 
of  the  12th  instant,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  furnish  the  Executives  of  the  sevenl 
States  with  a  copy  of  the  bodi  marked  A,  de()osiie4 
in  the  Treasury  Department  by  the  Commissioit- 
ers  who  settled  the  accounts  between  the  iadin- 
dual  States  and  the  United  States,  which  lay  ob 
the  table :  Whereupon, 

Re»olved,  by  the  Senate  and  Hmm  of  Remt- 
teniatives  of  the  United  Stales  of  America  m  urn- 
greea  aeeembled,  ^hat  the  Pbbsioent  op  tbe 
United  States  be  requested  to  cause  such  of 
Executives  at  the  several  States  as  nwy  apply  for 
the  same,  to  be  famished  with  a  copy  of  toe  bodt 
marked  A,  debited  in  the  Treasury  Dqwctnoii 
by  the  CommiasioMn  who  iMled  the  aoooaats 
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between  the  United  StBtea  and  the  indiridnal 
States. 

ACGMBNTATION  OP  THE  ARMY. 

The  Howe  mi^Ted  itkelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Howe  on  thebiU  to  augment  the  mili- 
tary force  of  the  TToited  States ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  r^orted  that 
the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  con- 
sideration, and  made  amendment  thereto;  iroich 
was  read,  as  follows : 

Strike  out  the  first  section  (tf  the  hill,  in  the 
words  followiifg,  to  wit : 

"Be  it  maettd  i*f  the  Stnmtt  ftndHotutt^  Stfrt- 
madathet  of  tkt  Umtiid  State*  af  Amtriia  in  Cm^rm 
wtmmMni.  That  there  ahall  tw  raiwd,  for  the  tem  <tf 
■IP  yean,  or  dnnng  a  war  wladi  maj  break  out  be- 
tween the  Dnited  State*  aad  anj  Emopean  Power,  an 
add^ianal  mflita^  SatoB,  oonostiDg  of  twen^-five  ttion* 
qimJnoD^Hnmiaiioned  officffir%ptrratea,_anamandBns, 
togethw  with  a  proper  proportion  of  conimiiAHied  offi- 
cers of  all  grades,  respectiraly,  accnding  to  the  presrat 
MiKtaiT  EstaUiahaMnt  (tf  the  United  States:" 

And  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  agree 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in  the 
said  amendment,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded  to 
aiiM9ul  the  said  bill,  by  inserting,  in  lieu  of  Uie 
section  stricken  out,  the  following  section,  to  wit: 

**Beiiauast«dbj/ tie  Senate  and  Houae  of  Refntaent- 
ttme*  af  the  Vmitd  States  of  Ameriea  ui  Cof^reas 
imemd&d,  That  then  shall  be  raised,  upon  the  terms 
and  eonditions  hereafter  nksntioned,  an  additional  pro- 

TiMonal  military  force,  to  oonust  of  non-commts- 

aioned  oflicers,  privates,  and  musicians,  together  with  a 
{toper  portion  of  commisBMied  officers 

It  passed  in  the  ncgatire— yeaa  30,  nays  50,  as 

Ykas. — Fieber  Ames,  John  Beatt;,  Benjamin  Bourne, 
DBrid  Cobb,  Pel^  Coffin,  Jonathan  Dayton,  George 
DMt,  Samuel  Dexter,  Hioinas  Fitssimraa,  Dwight 
Pester,  Eiekiet  (HIbert,  Benjamin  (Soodhue,  James 
Gordon,  Jamea  Hillhouse,  William  Hindman,  Am  am 
Learned,  Richard  B!and  Lee,  Francis  Malbone,  Wil- 
liam Vana  Mimaj,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  WiUiam  Smith, 
Zephaniah  Swift,  SUas  Talbot,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah 
Tracy,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  John  E.  Van  Allen,  Peter 
Tan  Gaaabeck,  Jeremiah  Wadaworth,  and  John  Watts. 

Nats. — James  ArmstKHig,  Theodoms  Bailey,  Abra- 
bam  Baldwin,  Thomas  Blount,  Thomaa  P.  Games, 
Gahdel  Christie,  Thomaa  Olaibome,  Abraham  Claik, 
Jodina  Cent,  base  Coles,  William  3,  Dawson,  Henry 
Dearborn,  Wilfiam  Ftndley,  William  B.  Giles,  James 
CiiUeside,  Alexander  GiUon,  IVicbotas  Gilman,  Henry 
Glenn,  Christopher  Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg,  William 
Bany  Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  John  Hunter,  Matthew 
Locke,  William  Lyman,  NaUianiel  Macon,  James  Mar 
Hmm,  Joseph  McDoweD,  Alexander  Mebene,  William 
Montaomery,  Andrew  Moore,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Jo- 
seph Neville,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Alexander 
D.  Orr,  Joeii^  Parker,  Francis  Preston,  Robert  Ruthet^ 
ford,  Thomas  Scott,  John  S.  Shetburae,  John  Smilie, 
Israel  Soiith,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Philip  ^an  CorUand^ 
Abraham  Venable,  Frauds  Walker,  Ridtaid  Winn, 
Bcs^jamin  Williams,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

And  then  the  question  being  put  that  the  said 
Ul,  aa  aaaended,  be  evgnssed  and  read  the  third 


[H.  orR. 


time,  it  passed  in  the  native.  And  to  Uia  ttia 
bill  was  rejected. 


ToBSDAT.  Alay  20.. 

hfr.  Carnbs,  •from  the  committee  aj^Mriated, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  proteetttm 
of  the  Southwestern  frontier  settlers ;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
report  a  bill  to  regulate  the  mode  In  which  Ame- 
rican seamen  may  be  furnished  with  evidence  of 
eitizenship,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  thtm 

Sainst  impressment  in  forewn  service ;  and  that 
r.  MoRBAT,  Bilr.  Traot,  and  Mr.  Qillo«,  be  the 
said  committee. 

The  House  resolved  itsdf  into  a  Gommitlee  9S 
the  Whole  House  oh  the  hill  granting  relief  to 
James  Bell ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  C<nnmittee  had 
had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made 
up  amendment  thereta  And,  on  the  question  that 
the  said  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  tinuh 
it  passed  in  the  negative.  And  so  the  said  bill 
was  rejected. 

The  following  Message  was  rec^ved  from  the 
Pbesideict  op  thg  UNirn  8tatm: 
GmUmen  of  ike  Senate^ 

aad  of  the  Houoe  tf  Bmnoeniaiim  .* 
In  the  commnnioalians  D^uoi  I' have  made  toOsi^ 
grsss  dmteg  tfas  pteseat  lesaon  rdathi  to  toisiga 
natiens,  I  have  aawtlid  no  omortooi^  «f  tisli<ying 
my  anadsty  to  waswya  the  Uafiad  Staisa  in  poaea. 
It  ia  peediarbr,  dHxefon,  my  d^,  at  tUs  tbw,  lo  tagr 
before  you  the  present  st^  of  certain  hostile  ttreats 
agahiBt  the  territories  at  fi^pain  in  our  ne^ibethoed. 

The  doannents  whieh  accompany  dua  Massage  d»- 
Telope  the  measures  which  I  bare  taken  to  sappresa 
them,  aad  the  iBteUi^Hioe  which  has  been  lately  re- 
ceived. 

It  win  be  seen  from  thence  that  the  subject  has  not 
been  Defected;  that  every  power  vested  in  the  Execn< 
live  on  such  occasions  has  been- exerted;  and  that  there 
was  reason  to  bdiere  that  the  enterprise  projected 
against  the  Spanidt  dominirats  was  rdSnquiahed. 

But  it  appears  to  have  been  revrred  upon  principles 
which  set  ^tnblic  order  at  defiance,  and  {dace  the  peace 
of  the  United  Statea  in  Ae  discretion  of  niunthorised 
indrridoals.  The  means  already  deposited  in  the  di^ 
ftrent  departments  Government  are  shown,  by  ex- 
perience, not  to  be  adequate  to  these  high  azigsBdea, 
althoagh  such  them  as  are  lodged  in  the  bsnds  or  the 
Executive  ahall  oontibue  to  be  used  wrtti  psemptoeas, 
energy,  and  derision,  projpaitinied  to  the  ease.  But  I 
am  impelled,  by  the  jpoaition  of  our  puUic  afiirs,  tore* 
commend  that  proTuion  be  made  for  a  stronger  and 
more  vigorous  of^HMition  than  can  be  given  to  each 
hoetils  movonents  under  dw  law^  aa  they  now  stand. 

G.WASHINGTON. 

UviTiD  Stxtks,  JUay  SO,  1794. 

The  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  uhle. 

The  House  resolved  itsdf  into  a  Oomni^  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  coBqwaaale  Arthur 
St.  Clair;  and,  aft«r  smne  tinM  qsent  therein,  the 
Chairnmn  reported  that  the  Comnittee  had  had 
the  said  bill  under  eouideiation,  aad  made  bo 
Mnendment  thereto. 


Augmentation  of  the  Army. 


Digitized  by 


711 


HISTORY  OF  CONGBSBS. 


H.orR.] 


Pr<Mxedatg». 


[Mat,  1794. 


the  Clerk's  table,  by  striking  out  the 
s,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 


It  was  then  moTcd  and  seconded  to  amend  the 
said  bill  at  the 
second  clause, 

"  That  he  be  ftjrther  allowed  at  the  rate  of  dol- 
lars per  day»  from  the  tenth  day  of  Jjune,  one  thonsand 

seven  huncurad  and  ngh^-«ight,  to  the  day  of  May, 

one  thonsand  seven  hundred  and  eigh^-nine,  being 
tune  he  was  employed  in  the  buainess  of  Indian  treaties, 
and  till  the  delivery  of  the  sud  treaties  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States:" 

And  on  the  question  thereupon,  it  passed  in  the 
negative — yeas  25,  nays  55,  as  follows : 

YiAs< — Abraham  Baldwin,  Thomas  Blount,  Thomas 
P.  Caines,  Thomas  ClaUKsne,  Joshua  Coit,  Jonathan 
Dayton,  George  Deut,  James  Gordon,  George  Hancock, 
Jamea  HiUhonse,  John  Huntar,  Matthew  Locke,  Na- 
duniel  Maoon,  Josqrfi  Mt^well,  Alexander  Mdiane, 
Andiony  New,  John  Nicholas,  NaUianiel  Niles,  Frauds 
Vmamt  Israel  Smith.  Zephaniah  Swift,  Uriah  Tracy, 
Thomas  Tredwell,  Benjamin  Williams,  and  Joseph 
Winston. 

Nats. — Fisher  Ames,  James  Armstrong,  Theodoras 
Bailey,  John  Beatty,  Elias  Bondinot,  Lambert  Cadwa-- 
lader,  Gabriel  Chj^tie,  Abraham  Clark,  David  Cobb, 
Pdeg  Coffin,  baae  Coles.  William  J.  Dawscm,  Homy 
DMriwrn,  William  Findky,  Thomas  Fhaimons,  Eze- 
kiri  Gilbert,  William  B.  Giles,  Alexander  Gillon,  Ni- 
cholas Gilman,  Heniy  Glenn,  Chrisb^her  Greenup, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Samnd  Griffin,  William  B.  Grove, 
Thomas  Hartk^,  William  Hindman,  John  Wilkes  Kit- 
ten, Heniy  Ladmer,  Amasa  Jjeamed,  Francis  Malbons, 
William  Mootg(Hneiy.  Peter  Mnhlenbeif.  William  Vans 
Muiray,  Josrah  NeviUe,  Alexander  D.  Oir,  Josiah  Par- 
ker, Andrew  Fkfcens,  ]b>bert  RntherfM,  Thomas  Soott, 
Theodore  8edgwi<^  John  SmiUe,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Silas 
Talbot,  George  Thatcher,  Jonathan  TrumbnU.  John  E. 
Van  Allen,  PhiUp  Van  Cortlandt,  Peter  Van  Gaaabeck, 
Abraham  VenaUie,  Peleg  Wadsirnth,  Joeaniah  Wads- 
worth,  Frands  Walker,  Artenaa  Ward,  Jobn  Watts, 
and  Ridiard  Winn. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded 
to  amend  the  said  bill,  by  striking  out,  in  the  third 
clause,  the  words  "  for  a  negro  Killed  in  defence 
of  the  public  stores,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dol- 
lars.*' And  on  the  question  thereupon,  it  was  re- 
solved in  the  affirmative. 

Orderedj  That  the  said  bill,  as  amended,  be 
engroesed  and  read  the  third  time  tonnorrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  further  pro- 
vision  for  secnring^  and  collecting  the  duties  ou 
foreign  and  dinnestte  distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines, 
ind  teas ;  and,  after  scnne  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  iwogress. 


WEDNESDAr,  May  21. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  compensate  Arthur  St. 
Clair  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  by  the 
following  vote : 

Ybab. — Fisher  Ames,  James  Armstrong,  Theodorus 
Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John  Beatty,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  Thomas  P.  Canes,  Ga- 
Md  Christie.  Abraham  Clark,  David  C<Ab,  Pdeg  CoA 
in,  Wilham  FludlCT,  Thomas  Fitidmons,  Esekid  Gil- 
bert^ Wiffiaai  B.  Giles,  Jamea  GiUesme,  Alexander 
OUlMf  Andrew  Gregg,  Suaael  Oiiffln,  William  BaRj 


Grove,  Thomas  Hartley,  Danid  Heister,  William  Hind- 
man,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Heniy  Latuner,  Anna 
Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Francis  Mdbone,  Wilfisa 
Montgomeiy,  Peter  Moblenberg,  William  Vans  Mib- 
ray,  Josroh  NeviUe,  Aiexandn*  D.  Orr,  Joaiah  Parker, 
Thnnai  Scott,  Theodwe  Sedgwick,  John  S.  Sbeibaise, 
Jdm  8n^  WUfiam  Smith,  Silas  Talbot,  Geocge 
Thatcher,  Jonathan  Trnmbnll.  Philq>  Van  Corthndt, 
Ahraham  Venable,  Pel^  Wadsworth,  Jeremiah  Wads- 
worth,  Artemas  Ward»  John  Watts,  and  Bkfaard 
Winn— 60. 

Nats. — ^Thomas  Blount,  lliomas  Claiborne,  Jodiea 
Coit,  WiUiam  J.  Dawson,  Jonathan  Dayttni,  Geoigs 
Dent,  James  Gordon,  George  Hanoo^,  James  Wt- 
house,  Jdm  Hunter,  Matthew  Lo^e,  William  Lynaa, 
Natfunid  Macon,  Jose^  McDowdl,  Alexander 
bane,  Anthony  New,  John  Niduilas,  Nathaniel  Naes, 
Francis  Preston,  Israel  Smith,  2!eidiBniah  Swift,  Uriak 
Tracy,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Johii  £.  Van  Allen.  Frsndi 
Walker.  Benjamin  Williams,  and  Joseph  Winston — 27. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  set- 
tlement of  the  account  of  Lewis  Dubois,  for  his 
services  in  the  late  Army  of  the  United  States ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairmaii 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  no  amendment 
thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to^y- 

Mr.  Clark,  from  the  comnuttee  ai^inted,pie- 
sented  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  annual 
meeting  of  Congress ;  whieh  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time 
to-day. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  al 
the  Whole  House  on  die  bill  sent  from  the  Senate 
entitled  "An  act  to  make  provision  for  the  widow 
and  orphan  children  of  Robert  Forsyth,  who  was 
killed  m  the  service  of  the  United  States;"  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had.the  said  bill 
under  ctmsideration,  and  made  no  uneodmcat 
thereto. 

And  on  the  ijuestion  that  the  said  bill  be  read 
the  third  time,  it  passed  in  the  negative— yeas  37, 
nays  40,  as  follows : 

Ykas. — Fisher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Lambert  Cadiralader,  Thomas  P.  Camee,  Da^ 
vid  Cobb,  Pdeg  C<^n,  William  J.  Dawatm,  Heniy 
Dearborn.  William  Findley,  Ezekiel  Gilbert.  Alexander 
Gillon,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Henry  Glenn,  Andrew  Gr^, 
Samnd  Griffin.  William  Bany  Grove,  Thimias  Hart- 
ley, WiUiam  Hindman,  John  Hunter,  Heniy  Latiowr, 
Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Francis  Malbone, 
Peter  Muhlenberg,  William  Vana  Munay,  Josiah  Psr- 
ker,  Silas  Talbot,  Oewm  Thatdtw,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jona- 
than TrumbnU,  John  £.  Van  AlleB,  Peter  Van  Gear 
beck,  ¥ehg  Wadsworth,  Jeremiah  WadswOTth,  John 
Watts,  and  Richard  Wmn. 

Ni.TB. — Jamea  Armstrong,  Theodorus  Bailey,  JiAi 
Beat^,  Thomas  Blount,  Gabriel  Christie,  ThtHnas  Cld- 
borne,  Abraham  Clark,  Joshua  Coit,  Isaac  Cdea,  Gemge 
Dent,  William  B.  <^es,  James  Gillespie,  Benjamin 
Goodhoe,  Christopher  Greenup,  George  Hancock, 
James  Hillhonse,  John  Wilkes  Kitten.  Matthew  Locke, 
WiDiam  Lynun,  Nalhanid  Maeon,  Jos^  McDowel, 
AlexandRjMwM,  WOHmi  HsnHiaaiT,  Joasfh  Na- 
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viUe.  ABtbtw;  New,  Jdiq  Nidiolw,  Nsthuiiel  NUm. 
Alexander  D.  On,  Francu  Prostoo,  j<dui  S.  Slierburoe, 
Jesnnuh  Smith,  lanel  Smith,  Zepbaniah  Swtit,  Thomas 
TredweH.  Philip  Tan  Cortiandt,  Abraham  Venable, 
Franda  Walker,  Artemaa  Ward,  BeDjamin  Williams,' 
and  Joe^h  Winston. 

BeMlved,  That  the  said  hill  be  rejectt^. 

An  engroeaed  bill  to  authorize  the  aettlemeat  of 
the  accoant  of  Lewis  Dubois,  for  his  services  in 
the  late  Army  of  the  United  States,  was  read  the 
third  time  and  paraed. 

An  ei^rossea  bill  to  alter  the  timeVor  the  next 
annwU  meetinc  of  Congfress  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passM. 

Rewived,  That  the  Presidbht  of  the  Senate 
and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
be  antfaorized  to  close  thepresent  session,  br  ad- 
journing their  respective  Houses  on  the  thira  day 
of  Jane  next. 

Ordered^  Thai  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  carry 
the  said  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their 
concurrence. 

The  House  agaiu  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  further 

StrovistoQ  for  securing  and  coUeotiug  the  duties  oq 
breign  and  domestic  distilled  spirits,  stilb,  wines, 
and  teas;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbsidbht  of  tbe  United  States; 
Gentlemen  of  ike  Senate,  and 

of  t%e  House  of  fUprescntativtt  .■ 

I  lay  before  you,  in  confidence,  sundry  papers,  by 
iriiidi  yon  will  percave  the  state  of  affiin  between  us 
and  &e  Six  Natunu,  and  the  probable  cause  to  which  it  is 
owins ;  and,  also,  certain  information,  whereby  it  would 
^pear  that  sraie  encroadunent  was  about  to  be  made 
on  our  territory  by  an  officer  and  paiftr  of  Britiah  troops. 
Proceeding  apon  a  soppoMtion  of  ttie  aolhentid^  of 
tUs  mfoimalion,  altfaongh  of  a  private  oatnre,  I  l^ve 
CHised  tbe  reptesenlati<m  to  be  made  to  the  British^ 
Minartcr,  a  eopj  of  whidi  accompanies  this  Message. 

It  cauot  M  veemmry  to  ooaunent  i^n  the  very 
shoona  nature  of  Moeh  an  enoroadraent,  nor  to  urge 
Alt  this  new  state  of  thingi  soggeate  the  propriety  of 
fiadng  Uie  United  States  in  a  posture  of  effectual  pre- 
pnation  far  an  event  which,  notwithstanding  the  en- 
oeavonmaking  to  avert  it,  may,  1^  circnmrtances beyond 
our  control,  be  forced  upon  us. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
Uhitkd  &rATXfi,  May  31,  1794. 

The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  cmoamitted  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whf^e  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 


THvasDAY.  May  22. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  laying  duties  on  stamped 
veUam,  parchment, and  paper;  which  was  read 
twice  and  ctnnmitted. 

Mr.  Baldwih,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
ezamine  into  the  state  td  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, and  to  report  generally  and  specially  there- 
imon,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  order- 
ed'to  lie  on  the  table. 
3d  Cox  84 


[H.opB, 

The  House  rewlved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  further  pro* 
vision  for  securing  and  collecting  the  duties  on 
foreign  and  domestic  distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines, 
and  teas ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereiD,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  £iaid*bUI  under  consideration, and  made  several 
amendments  thereto. 

^Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  lie  on  tbe  table. 

A  message  from  ^e  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  disagreed  to  the  resolution 
of  this  House  for  furnishing  the  Ezeoatives  of  the 
several  States  with  a  copy  ttf  the  book  marked  A, 
deposited  in  the  Treasnry  DepartmeBt  by  the 
Commisaoners  who  settla  the  accounts  between 
the  United  States  and  the  individual  States.  The 
Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  of  this  House, 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
Speakbb  of  the  House  of  Representetives  to  ekwe 
tbe  present  session  by  adjouring  their  respective 
Houses  on  the  third  day  of  Jiroe  next. 

The  Speakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  tbe  Attorney  General,  accompaying  a  table 
of  costs  and  fees  for  the  Courts  of  the  Uniteid 
States,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  this 
House,  of  the  eleventh  of  January,  one  thousand 
seven  nundred  and  ninety-three ;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Boddinot,  Mr. 
William  Smith,  and  Mr.  Kittbra. 


Fbidav,  May  23. 
Mr.  LvMAN,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  tbe  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Sa- 
lem, Beverly,  and  Dan  vers,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, made  a  report.  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  bounty  allowed  by  law  to 
vessels  employed  in  the  bank  or  cod  fisheries  of  the 
United  States,  in  lieu  of  a  drawback  of  the  duty 
on  salt  be  extended  to,  and  include  all  vessels  of  * 
more  toan  thirty,  and  not  exceeding  setenty  tens 
admeasuremenL 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  restdntion,  and  that  Mr.  Lthah, 
Mr.  WnfOATB,  and  Mr.  Holtbn,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Neville,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
rec<namitted  the  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  eaaUe  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Virginia  line,  on  Continental  Establishment,  to 
obtain  titles  to  certain  lands  lying  Northwest  erf* 
the  river  Ohio,  between  the  Litue  Miami  and 
Seiota,"  reported  an  amendatory  bill}  which  wu 
read  twice  and  referred. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONe,  from  the  committee  to  wh(»n 
was  referred  the  motion  of  the  twelfth  instant, 
for  the  acceptance  of  a  cession  by  the  State  of 
New  York,  of  a  piece  of  land  at  Moutauk  Point ; 
also,  the  exem^ification  oT  an  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture  of  the  said  Sute,  transmitted  by  a  written 
Message  from  the  Prbbidbnt  op  tbe  Uxmn 
States  of  the  twenty-seventh  of  February,  one 
thousand  seven  huadred  and  ntnety-chree^  nuide  a 
report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe 
table. 
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The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
meots  reported  yesterday,  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  to  the  bill  making  further  pro- 
viflion  for  eecuring  and  collecting  the  duties  on 
foreign  and  domestic  distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines, 
and  teas,  and  the  same  beine  twice  read,  were,  on 
the  question  seversUy  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

The  said  bill  was  then  further  amended,  and, 
together  with  the  amendments,  ordered  to  be  en- 
pvssed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-monow. 

The  Hottae  resolred  itself  into  a  Comnuttee  of 
die  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  determining  the 
Northern  boundary  of  the  territory  ceded  to  the 
United  States  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  ccmsidenitum,  and  made  no  amendment 
thereto. 

Ordered.  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossfed,  and 
tead  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PaeaiDGNT  of  thb  UnrrBO  Statbb  : 
Oentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  HouM  of  Repreaentativa : 

Ilaybcforeyonthecopyof  aLetl«rfrom  the  Minister 
nenipotentiary  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  in  answer  to  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretaiv  of  State,  communicated  to 
CongrcM  yesterday ;  ana  also,  the  copy  of  a  Letter 
ftom  the  Secrataiy,  wfaidi  ia  referred  to  in  die  above 
mentioned  Lettnr  ai  the  Blinister. 

G:  WASHINGTON. 

Uvirio  Statbs,  May  S3,  1794. 

The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  aod  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  allowing  fur- 
ther compensatioD  for  the  services  of  ELobert 
Forsyth,  late  Marshal  of  the  District  of  CI«orgia ; 
and  that  Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Claiborhs,  and  Mr. 
Cajiwai^dbb,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same.  ' 

NON-INTERCOURSE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Qn  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  foUowing  resolution : 

Retoked,  by  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Rmreaent 
ativet  of  the  United  Siatea  of  America,  in  Congreet 
mmn^iiedy  That,  uatil  the  Gownateut  of  Great  Bri- 
tain diaU  make  or  give  aatiB&etoiy-MMinutces  to  the 
Pieaident  of  the  United  States,  of  their  inlention  to 
make  full  and  ample  coropMMation  ibr  all  iiyuriea  done 
1^  the  ahuM  of  wax  and  privateers  of  that  nation,  to  the 
atizens  of  the  United  States,  since  the  eighdt  day  of 
June  last,  alt  commercial  intcrcourae  between  the 
United  States  and  die  islands  and  colonies  of  the  British 
King  in  the  West  Indies,  and  on  the  Continent  of 
America,  Bhall  be  prohibited ;  and  during  the  continu- 
ance of  such  prohibition,  no  ship  or  vessel,  owned 
wholly  or  in  part,  by  any  subject  of  the  King  of  Great 
Btilam,  shall  be  aHnred  to  load  in,  or  aail  ftom,  any 
port  in  the  Unhed  States,  with  any  artide  or  erticlM  of 
provision : 

The  previous  question  was  called  for  by  five 
members,  to  wit :  "  Shall  the  main  question  to 
agree  to  the  said  resolution  be  now  put  ?"  And. 
on  the  previous  question,  "  Shall  the  said  main 


qvration  be  now  put?"  it  passed  in  tbeaegative— 
yms  34,  nays  46,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Theodoms  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  11u- 
mas  Blount,  Thomas  P.  Cames,  Gabriel  Chiiatie, 
Thomas  Claiborne,  Isaac  Coles,  WiUiam  J.  Daw. 
aon,  James  GilleaiHe,  Alexander  Gillon,  Chmtofdier 
Greenup,  John  Hunter,  Matthew  Loc^e,  Naidtaniel 
Macon,  James  Madjatm,  Jose^  M'Dowdl,  Alexander 
Mebane,  JoMph  Neville,  AnOimy  New,  Aadrew  Pid> 
eais,  Ji^  Sniifi^  Fran»  Walker,  Bei^unia  WilKaBM, 
and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats. — Fndier  Ames,  Jamea  Armstnmg,  John  Beat* 
tjj,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Lambert  Oadwalader,  Alia- 
ham  Clai^,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua  CoiL 
William  Findley,  Thomas  Fituimona,  Dwight  Foatai, 
Ezekiel  Gilbert,  Nicholas  Gibnao,  Henry  Glenn,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Wmiam  Barry  Grove,  Thomas  Haitlej,  Daaid 
HeiMer,  James  Hillhouse,  William  Hindman,  Joha 
Wilkes  Kittera,  Henry  Latimer,  Amaaa  Leainpd,  Wt* 
liam  Lyman,  Frauds  Malbone,  WiUiam  Montgomety, 
Peter  Mnblenberg,  John  Nicholas,  Nathaniel  Nika. 
Joaiah  Pariter,  Francis  Preston,  Thomas  Scott,  Theo- 
dore Sedgwick,  John  S.  Sherburne,  Wilbam  ftnitk, 
Zephaniah  Swift,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jona- 
than Trumboll,  niUip  Van  Cortlandt,  Peter  Van  Ga» 
b«^  Abraham  VmaUe,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Jenaniib 
Waxkwoitfa,  and  John  Watts. 

TOBACCO  AND  SUGAR  DUTIES. 

The  House  wentinto  aComnrittee,  Mr.  Tbum- 
BDLL  in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill  for  an  excise  on  to- 
bacco, snuff,  and  refined  sugar. 

In  the  first  section,  it  was  aj^reed  to  strike  odi 
the  words,  "  tobacco  and."  This  proposed  that  the 
word  tobacco  be  struck  out  in  every  subsequent 
part  of  the  bill,  so  that  the  duty  be  confined  to  the 
manufacture  of  snuff. 

.  Mr.  MuBLBNBBRQ  (the  Spbaker)  moved  to 
strike  out  the  second  section,  viz :  "  that  liom  and 
after  the  — ^ay  of  there  be  levied,  collect- 
ed, and  pait^aptm  all  sugar  whiehobaljbe  refined 
within  the  United  States,  a  duty  of  two  cents  per 
pound." 

He  would  not  trouble  the  Committee  wi^  any 
comments  on  the  excise,  enough  having  already 
been  said  on  that  subject;* although  he  could  not 
forbear  mentioning,  tnat  in  England,  where  al- 
oxet  every  thing  was  subject  to  an  excise,  and 
where  the  Minister  is  ever  on  the  watch  to  disco- 
ver new  articles  for  that  purpose,  that  loaf  sugar 
had  never  yet  been  taxed,  toe  Committee  on  Ways 
and  Means  had.  all  the  credit  of  the  seasonalue 
discovery.  Th€  reason  for  not  attempting  an  ex- 
cise on  this  article  vras  obvious,  because  the  man- 
facture  employed  a  greater  quantity  of  shipping 
than  any  other,  they  therefore  rather  wished  to 
encourage  than  to  depress  it ;  the  former  of  which 
they  effectually  do,  by  allowing  a  generous  draw- 
back on  exportation  of  refined  sugar,  for  which 
the  different  ports  of  the  Continent  aHbrd  them 
a  constant  and  ready  market.  The  case  was 
widely  differently  here.  The  manufacture  is  yet 
in  its  mfant  state — it  has  to  contend  with  the  old 
established  ones  in  Europe,  wiio  have  larger  capi- 
tals and  can  afford  longer  credits,  whereas  we  hare 
not  only  no  market  to  export  it'to,  but  even  now 
already,  can  annually  make  a  quantity  more  than 
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sofficiemfor  the  consumption  of  the  United  States- 
It  is  true,  it  appears  from  the  last  returns,  that  up- 
wards of  200,000  lbs.  of  refined  sugars  were  im- 
ported last  year,  which  is  about  the  same  quantity 
which  two  houses  might  furnish  in  one  year,  but 
it  is  to  be  observed,  that  owing  to  the  high  price 
ofraw  sugars,  some  establishments  were  not  work- 
ed at  all,  whilst  others  did  not  work  above  eight 
or  nine  months  in  the  year,  and  I  wiU  here,  said 
Mr.  M.,  venture  to  assert,  that  if  this  duty  of  two 
cents  actually  takes  place,  some  of  those  who  are 
now  engaged  in  this  difficult  and  expensive  busi- 
ness wiu  abandon  it  and  turn  their  capitals  into 
other  channels.  I  do  not  stand  alone  in  this  opin- 
ion, others,  of  more  experience  join  me,  and  it  is 
founded  on  the  following  incontrovertible  facts. 
Raw  sugars  have  for  several  years  past  been  so 
high,  that  reSned  sugars  naturally  bore  an  equally 
high  |vice.  This  has  already  lessened  the  con- 
snmptioD,  to  a  considerable  degree  in  the  United 
States,  and  from  the  present  j>rospect  before  us, 
when  the  French. islands  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
British,  the  probability  is^  that  they  will  rather  be 
higher  than  lower;  and  if  the  two  cents  be  added 
to  the  present  high  price  of  refined  sugars,  the 
consumplitm  will  still  be  lessened  in  the  same  pro- 
portion as  the  price  of  the  article  increases.  This 
observation  is  founded  on  facts,  which  every  per^ 
son  concerned  in  the  busines^s  has  felt,  and  daily 
experiences;  nay,  it  can  be  proved,  however 
strange  it  may  appear,  that  a  less  quantity  of  re- 
fined su^r  is  consumed  at  present  in  the.  United 
States,  tnan  a  year  or  two  before  the  Rerolution. 
Again,  owing  to  the  high  price  of  refined  sugars, 
and  which  must  still  be  nigher  when  this  duty 
takes  place,  many  even  of  our  opulent  families, 
have,  in  a  great  degree,  abandoned  the  use  6f  it, 
and  substituted  the  white  Havana,  or  the  white 
East  India  sug^r.  I  well  remember  a  remarkable 
instance  of  ttus  kind  which  took  place  not  many 
months  ago  in  this  city.  A  gentleman  having  im- 
ported B  considffl^ble  quantity  of  white  East  In- 
dies sugar>  sold  it  to  the  refiners  of  this  place.  Be- 
fore the  sf^e  was  concluded,  he  reserved  a  quanti- 
ty for  himself  and  an  opulent  friend  of  his.  The 
consequence  was  that  neither  himself  nor  his 
friend,  used  half  the  quantity  of  refined  sugar  they 
bad  used  the  year  before. 

Permit  me  toadd  another  circumstance.  Sugars 
are  higher  at  present,  and  from  a  variety  of  cir- 
cumstances must  continue  to  be  higher  here  than 
in  England,  aud  although  au  additional  duty  on 
imoorted  loaf  and  lump  sugar  may  take  place, 
uuess  it  exceeds  what  I  nave  yet  heard  mentioned 
they  will  be  able  to  undersell  the  manufacturers 
here,  aad  this  from  the  single  circumstance  of 
their  being  allowed  a  drawback  of  26s.  sterling  per 
ewt.,  for  if  even  a  d^wback  of  the  same  sum  was 
attowed  us  here,  which  is  not  to  be  expected,  it 
cannot  operate,  because  we  have  no  market  for 
thu  article,  in  the  West  Indies,  it  is  well  known 
to  be  contraband,  and  to  transport  it  to  Europe, 
would  be  carrying  water  into  the  ocean,  and  even 
then  it  could  not  be  accomplished  od  as  low  terms 
as  the  Europeans  can  afford  to  do  it. 
One  fact  more,  equally  incontrovertible,  suSex 
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me  to  add.  By  the  additional  duty  on  coal,  which 
lam  far  from  disapproving,  because  I  wish  to  en-r 
courage  the  consumption  of  our  home  productions, 
you  have,  in  fact,  laid  an  additional  tax  on  sugar. 
Every  work  of  this  kind  consumes  annually  from 
2,000  to  4,000  busbeU.  This  article  was  hereto- 
fore at  the  rate  of  eleven  pence  or  one  shUling  per 
bushel ;  owing  to  the  duty  on  imported  coaL  it  has 
now  ysen  to  2s.  to  2s.  4d.  This  naturally  enhances 
the  price  of  the  article  made  in  this  manufacture, 
which  is  already  burdened  to  a  considerable  de- 
gree with  taxes  or  duties.  Thus,  there  is  a  duty 
on  the  raw  material,  a  duty  on  the  paper  they  use, 
a  duty  on  the  twine,  a  duty  on  the  coal^  and,  to 
crown  all,  a  duty  is  intended  on  the  article  pro- 
duced in  this  devoted  manufacture.  If  it  is  thus 
my  friend  from  Connecticut  means  to  do  us  good, 
or  if  this  is  the  decided  encouragement  anu  pro- 
tection my  colleague  means  to  yield  us,  it  is  such 
a  one  as  I  am  sure  the  mannfacturer  will  not 
than  him  for. 

Sir,  I  could  add  that  this  bill  partakes  strong^ 
of  the  nature  of  a  sumptuary  law;  that  m  case  ol 
a  war  it  will  not  produce  you  any  revenue,  be- 
cftttse  the  supplies  of  the  raw  material  are  too  irre- 
gular, and  no  other  but  imported  sugar  b  refined, 
which  already  pays  a  duty — and  that  by  this  duty 
you  not  only  lessen  the  consumption,  but  also  in- 
crease the  number  of  those  who  cannot  pay  for  it; 
but  I  forbear  to  trespass  any  longer  on  the  pa- 
tience of  the  Committee  on  this  subject. 

But.  Mr.  Chairman,  we  want  money  to  build 
our  frigates  and  arsenals,  to  fortify  our  ports  and 
harbors,  and  to  release  our  unfortunate  brethren 
in  captivity.  We  want  revenues.  If  this  really 
be  the  intention  of  the  Committee,  and  not  mere- 
ly to  establish  the  principle  of  excise  on  home 
manufactures,  no  one  will  join  more  cheerfully  in 
such  measures  as  shall  appear  most  prudent  and 
most  likely  to  obtain  the  object,  and  which,  in  m^ 
opinion,  will  neither  injure  the  commerce  of  this 
country,  nor  id  an  equal  degree  the  manufactures, 
nor  indeed  the  poorer  sort  of  the  community  who 
consume  the  article  of  sugar. 

By  the  last  returns  which  I  could  lay  my  hands 
on,  it  appears  that  there  are  annually  imported 
into  the  United  States  upwards  of  twenty-five 
millions  of  pounds  of  sugar,  and  from  the  same 
returns  it  appears  that  about  four  or  four  and  a 
half  millions  are  exported,  which  are  ^owed  a 
drawback  of  the  duty  on  exportation  i  thus  then 
there  are  upwards  of  tweuw  millions  of  pounds 
annually  consumed  in  the  United  States. 

You  naTe,  in  the  late  impost  bill,  imposed  a& 
additiooal  duty  of  one  cent  per  pound  on  coffee : 
half  that  sum  additional  duty  on  raw  sugar  will 
yield  you  upwards  of  100,000  dollars.  This  then 
will  at  once  yield  you  the  sum  which  the  Com- 
mittee expected  from  an  excise  both  on  sugar  and 
manufactured  tobacco,  and  will  neither  injure  the 
merchant,  uor  in  an  equal  degree  the  manufac- 
turer, nor  indeed  the  poor;  the  latter,  and  in  my 
opinion  none  but  the  idle  can  be  so,  as  well  as  many 
others,  have  long  since  substituted  molasses  for  au 
the  purposes  for  which  they  heretofore  used  sugar; 
besides  which  the  American  sugar  is  daily  getting 
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more  into  ose,  and  bids  fair  to  become  general,  at 
least  at  and  near  the  frontiers. 

When,  therefore,  it  is  considered  that  this  manu- 
facture is  yet  in  its  infancy  in  the  United  States, 
liiat  is  has  to  contend  with  the  old  established  ones 
in  Europe,  that  there  is  no  excise  on  this  article  in 
England,  that  this  manufacture  employs  a  great 
quantity  cif  tonna^ ;  that  raw  sugars  are  liigh 
here,  and  eomparatively  low  in  Europe,  thab  there 
is  a  drawback  in  Eogland,  which  operates  as  a 
bounty,  and  which  from  local  situations  cannot 
operate  if  even  granted,  with  the  same  advantage 
here;  when  it  is  reduced  to  a  certainty  that  the 
duty  will  operate  injuriously  on  the  manufactures 
here ;  and  when  it  appears  that  douUe  the  sum 
can  be  raised  by  a  trifling  additional  duty  on  raw 
sugar,  without  any  additional  expense  or  incon- 
Tcnience,  and  which  will  effectuallv  remove  the 
evils  complained  of.  I  flatter  myself-  the  motion 
will  prevail. 

Mr.  FiTzsiHONS  objected  to  the  proposal  of  the 
Speaker,  for  a  tax  of  half  a  cent  per  pound  on 
common  sugar  imported.  The  unrefined  sugar 
formed  a  considerable  portion  of  the  subsistence. of 
the  poor.  Formerly,  the  price  of  it  was  not  more 
than  six  pence  (currency,)  but  it  is  now  twelve 
pence^  per  pound.  The  ecmee  duty  was  another, 
to  which  Mr.  F.  had  felt  reluctance,  because  cof- 
fee is  an  article  of  universal  consumption,  and  the 
tax  upon  it  falls  where  taxes  ought  not  to  fall,  that 
Is  upon  the  poor ;  but  there  is  no  help  for  it.  He 
woiud.  if  possible,  have  avoided  this  tax,  for  coffee, 
fbrmerly  eleven  pence  or  a  shilling  per  pound,  has 
risen  to  one  shilling  and  ten  pence.  Mr.  F.  said, 
that  we  are  able  to  lay  a  heavy  enough  tax  on  im- 
ported sugar  effectually  to  protect  our  own  sugar 
refiners.   It  had  been  said  that  the  two  cents  per 

round  of  duty  would  make  it  reqaisite  for  the  re- 
ners  to  augment  their  capitals.  This  he  could 
not  believe.  Mcause  the  Executive  gives  credit  to 
the  manufacturers  for  the  payment  of  the  duty. 
Mr.  F.  said,  that  the  time  was  perhaps  not  distant, 
when  we  shall  be  obliged  to  seek  sugar  in  the 
East  Indies.  Britain  has  acquired  the  West  In- 
dies, which  will  increase  the  difficulties  oC  this 
country  in  obtaining  it  from  that  part  of  the 
world. 

Mr.  M'DowBLL  hoped  that  the  section  would  be 
struck  out'  He  objected  to  the  principle  of  the 
bill.  He  considered  it  as  bighly  impolitic  to  tax 
the  infant  manufactures  of  America.  He  would 
rather,  if  the  Public  Treasury  could  afford  it,  give 
a  premium  for  the  encouragement  of  our  manu- 
faciurcs.  to  dissolve  the  dependence  of  the  United 
States  upon  Europe.  This  dependence  of  ours 
has  repeatedly  been  urged  as  a  reason  why  the 
Huusf  ought  not  to  adopt  certain  commercial  re- 
gulations and  restriction.s.  Some  gentlemen  had 
undertaken  to  prove  that  the  manufacturers  would 
be  benefited  by  such  laws,  an  assertion  which  he 
considered  as  very  extraordinary.  The  manufiic- 
turers  themselves  understood  their  business  best, 
and  thought  quite  otherwifie.  This  tax  will  not 
only  alarm  those  already  engaged^  but  will  prevent 
other  men  of  enterprise  and  capital  from  engag- 
ing in  manufactures,  when  tlwy  find  that  the  mo- 


inent  their  business  becomes  profitable,  they  ue 

to  be'  taxed. 

■  He  could  not  help  remarking  upon  some  obser- 
vations that  fell  from  his  friend,  [Mr.  Baldtik. 
from  Georgia,]  when  this  sn^ect  was  before  the 
Committee  some  days  ago.  It  had  been  objected 
that  the  bill  was  not  well  founded,  as  it  estaWish- 
ed  a  new  principle ;  and  the  member  [Mr.  Bald- 
win,] replied,  that  it  was  not  new,^  there  was  i 
already  an  excisefixed  on  ardent  sfniits.  He  bid 
opposed  that  law,  but  since  it  was  passed,  he  cooU 
not  object  to  the  present  bill.  Had  the  gentlemu 
reflected,  he  would  have  seen  that  there  wasequl 
reason  for  resisting  this  bill,  because  it  fixed  that 
obnoxious  principle  more  strongly,  .by  saving  t 
further  sanction  to  an  American  excise.  Mr.  BH). 
also  considered  the  tax  to  be  unnecessary.  The 
tax  was  contemplated  on  the  prospect  of  a  war 
which  has  now  become  less  likely,  the  British 
having,  since  the  Orders  of  the  8th  of  January. re- 
laxed their  depredations.  Further,  the  tax.  was 
unnecessary,  because,  it  was  asserted  by  several 
very  well  informed  merchants,  that  the  amount  of 
the  impost  this  year  would  exceed  that  of  the  Ust 

On  dividing,  the  motion  for  striking  out  the  j 
clause  was  rejected — Ayes  31,  nays  45. 

Mr.  MuBLENBDRo  theo  stated  a  variety  of  inac- 
curacies in  the  wording  of  the  bill.  The  word 
boiler  was  ap^ied.  as  if  it  meant  a  pot  for  boiling 
the  sugar.  The  word  meant  the  superintendent 
of  the  operation,  and  Mr.  M.  presumed  that  the 
House  did  not  intend  to  treat  him.  as  specified  ia 
the  bill.  He  wrote  over  the  whole  clause  anew, 
and  his  alterations  were  a^ed  to. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  the  Chairman  report- 
ed the  amendments  to  the  House,  whicii  were 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  amendments, 
be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 


Satobuat,  May  84. 

An  engrossed  biH  for  determining  the  Northern 
boundary  of  the  territory  ceded  to  the  United 
States  w  the  State  of  North  Cart^ina,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  further  provision  fw 
securing  and  collecting  the  duties  on  forosn  and 
domestic  distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines,  ana  teas, 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  laying  certain  duties  apoa 
manufactured  tobacco  and  refined  "sngar.  w«sm«4 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  Arthur  St.  Clair,  Governor  of  the  tcrritorT 
of  the  United  States  Northvrest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
enclosing  a  letter  from  hira.to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  the  answer  theretj,  respecting  a  claim 
for  three  horses  killed  in  the  action  with  the  In- 
dians, on  the  fourth  of  November,  one  thcmsaad 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-one;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  make  further  compensation  for 
the  services  of  the  late  Robert  Forsyth,  Marshal 
of  Geo^ia;  which  was  read  twice  and  referred- 
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Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Afesaage  from  the  Presi- 
dent OP  TB£  United  States,  of  the  eiffhteeuth 
of  March  last,  relative  to  an  adrance  of  money 
requested  by  the  Minister  of  the  French  Republic, 
which  lay  on  the  table,  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House  oa  Monday  ne:u. 

Mr.  FmDLET,  fnnn  the  committee  to  whom  were 
referred  the  laws  of  the  Territory  of  the  United 
States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  passed  the 
first  day  of  August,  one  thousand  sereu  hundred 
ninety-two.  made  a  report;  which  was  read^  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  meitsage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  for  ihe  relief  of 
persons  imprisoned  for  debt The  Senate  harp 
also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  further  extend- 
ing me  time  for  receiving  on  loan  the  Domestic 
Debt  of  the  United  States to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bills  were  severally  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  the  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill,  laying  certain  duties  upon 
mano&etnred  tohweo  and  refined  sugar,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  tne  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  authorize  the  Pbesidbnt  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  recess  of  the  {jresent  Congress, 
to  cause  to  be  purchased  or  built  a  numMr  of 
▼easels,  to  be  equipped  as  galleys  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States."  The  Senate  have  also  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  extending  the  benefit 
of  a  drawback  and  terms  of  credit  in  certain  cases, 
and  for  other  purposes to  which  bills  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bills  were  severally  read  twice  and 
referred. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
ponted^  presented  a  bill  laying  duties  npou  car- 
riages for  the  conveyance  of  persons;  which  was 
RM  twice  and  committed. 

Bfr.  Madison  moved,  that  a  late  Message  from 
the  President,  which  had  been  referrra  to  a 
sdcct  committee,  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whde  House.  The  Message  was  relative  to 
m  advancement  of  money  to  the  Ambassadcn-  of 
tke  RepuUic  of  France.  Some  time  ago,  it  had 
been  foiud  that  there  was  no  money  in  the  Trea- 
sury, but  what  been  appropriated.  There  is 
now  money  unappropriated.  This  Message  was 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

Mr*  M'DowELL  laid  on  the  table  a  resolution, 
isstnictiDg  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  lay 
before  the  House,  on  the  sectmd  Monday  after  the 
meeting  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  state- 
memt  m  the  balances  remaining  due  from  indivi- 
daals  to  the  United  States,  dtstinguishing  between 
tiuee  due  under  the  late,  and  the  present  Qovera- 
BHBt,  and  whetho-  any,  and  what  steps,  have  been 
tikeo  to  recover  the  same ;  and  also  a  statemeBt 
of  the  nun*  of  public  moftey  intruBted  to  Ae 
Innda  of  mdhriditab  nnder  dke  late  GhyvenmeBt, 
nUeh  have  not  beea  aeeouuied  for. 
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SNUFF  AND  SUGAR  DUTIES. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  for  laying  a 
duty  on  snufi"  and  refined  sugar.  Several  clauses 
were  discussed.  It  was  moved  that  the  bill  be  re- 
committed to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 
Agreed.  The  House  went  into  a  Committee  im- 
mediately— Mr.  Parker  in  the  Chair.  Aftftx 
smne  craversation,  the  Chairman  reported  the 
to  the  Hpuse,  without  amendment. 

THE  EMBARGO. 

Mr.  GiLLON  rose  and  adverted  to  the  correspon- 
dence that  had  been  read  yesterday,  between  Mr. 
Randolph  and  Mr.  HaiAhond.  He  had  been 
called  on  1^  fire  shipmasters  with  a  petition  to 
Congress,  which  was  read  by  the  Qlerk,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  G.  then  made  a  motion  for  the  renewal  ot  the 
Embar^  For  this,  he  assigned  several  reasons. 

Mr.  GooDHua  wished  for  an  immediate  diaeua- 
ston  of  thb  qoestion.  A  resolution  of  the  same 
nature  had  some  time  ago  received  the  eonsideca- 
tion  ol  the  House.  He  supposed  that  it  had  been 
considered  thus  early,  in  order  that  it  might  reach 
the  distant  parts  of^  the  Union.  He  was  then  in 
the  small  imnority  for  continuing  it,  but  a  great 
majority  of  the  House  were  of  a  difierent  opinion. 
In  consequence  of  that  decision,  he  took  it  for 
granted  that  the  merchant  had  made  their  ar- 
rangements, and  it  appeared  to  him,  to  be  some- 
what trifling  with  tbem,  nnder  such  circum- 
stances, to  make  this  proposal,  iCnd  especially  as 
the  present  Embargo  expires  to-morrow.  It  will 
be  impossible  for  us  now  to  renew  it  so  as  to  pre- 
vent the  vessels  of  the  Union  from  going  out,  un- 
less it  be  from  the  port  ^  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Clare  was  for  deferring  the  dlscnsaitm  till 
Monday.  The  captains  of  the  vessels  can,  in  the 
meantime,  if  they  please,  embar^  themselves. 

Mr.  Boodinot  was  against  it  at  present.  It 
would  have  been  much  better  to  have  continued 
it.  It  would  be  unequal  to  lay  it  on  here  to-day, 
while  vessels  at  the  same  time  would  be  sailing 
from  New  York. 

Mr.  Parker  felt  it  impossible  to  form  a  judg- 
ment on  this  question  so  suddenly.  It  was  per- 
haps as  important  a  one  as  had  ever  come  before 
that  House.  He  wished  to  have  time  to  think  of 
it.  At  present,  he  could  not  venture  to  give  an 
opini<m. 

Upon  this,  Mr.  Qillon,  with  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrew  his  motitn,  wuh  the  intention  itfreMW)- 
ing  it  on  Monday. 


Monday,  May  26, 
The  Mil  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  continue  in  force  the  act  fbr  the  relief  of  per- 
sons imprisoned  for  debt,"  was  read  the  third  tune 
and  passed. 

The  bill  seift  from  the  Senate,  entitled  An  act 
Airther  extending  the  time  for  receiving  on  loan 
the  Domestic  D»t  of  the  United  States,"  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  reserved  itself  into  a  Committee  ct 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  waa  referred  the  Message  frcnn  the  Pr»- 
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BiDSiiT  OP  TBB  UNITED  BtateA  of  the  eighteeotb 
March  laat,  rehtiTe  to  an  adraDce  of  moaey  re- 
quested by  the  MmiBter  of  the  French  Republic ; 
ud,  after  some  time  sprat  therein,  the  Committee 
rose  and  leported  process. 

Remlved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
lay  before  this  House  such  information,  respectine 
any  loans  negotiated  in  Europe  for  the  United 
States,  as  he  may  be  possessed  of,  and  yhicb  has 
not  already  been  laid  before  the  Legislature,  and 
the  purposes  to  which  they  stand  appropriated. 

STAMP  DUTIES. 
The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  laying  duties  on 
stamped  vellum,  parchment,  and  paper ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Cbairman  reported 
that  the  C<nnmittee  had  had  the  said  bill  under 
consideration,  and  made  several  amendments 
thereto;  which  were  sererillly  twice  read,  nnd 
•greed  to  by  the  House.  And,  on  the  question 
tut  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time,  it  was  reaolTed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  44, 
nays  36,  as  follows : 

Teas. — ^Piiher  Amest  James  Armstrong,  John 
Beatfrf,  Lambert  Cadwslader,  Abraham  CbA,  David 
Cobb,  Pel^  Coffin,  JoAna  Coit,  William  J.  Daw* 
•on,  Jonathan  Dajtni,  Henry  Dearborn,  George  Dent, 
Thomk*  PituimoBs,  Dwight  Foster,  Biekiel  Gitbeit, 
Jmdos  Gilleapie,  H«my  denn,  Benjamin  Goodboe, 
James  Gordon,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  B.  Grove, 
Thomas  Hartley,  James  HiUbooae,  William  Hindman, 
Jobn  Hunter,  John  Wilkea  Kittera,  Henry  Latimer, 
Amasa  Learned,  William  Montgomeiy,  WUUam  Vans 
Munaj,  Andrew  FickMU,  Thomas  Soott,  Theodore 
Sedgwiek,  Jereimah  Smith,  Zy[J|»pif^  Swift.  Genge 
Thatcher,  Uriah  Trat^,  Jonathan  TimnboU,  John  E. 
Van  Allen.  Peter  Van  Oaad>eck,  Pet^  Wadsworth, 
Artttnas  Ward,  John  Watts,  and  Richard  Wijtm. 

Nats.! — ^Theodoras  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Tho- 
mas Bloant,  Thomas  P.  Games,  Gabriel  Christie, 
Tltomas  Claiborne,  Isaac  Coles,  William  Findley, 
'  Waiinn  B.  Giles,  Alexander  GUIon,  Nicholas  Gil- 
men,  Andrew  Gregg,  Daniel  Heister,  William  Lyman, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Frands  Malbone,  Joseph  MDowell, 
Alexander  Mebane,  Andrew  Moore,  Peter  Mohlenberg, 
Joandi  Neville,  Anthony  New,  John  NiohoIaB,  Natiian- 
M  Nilea,  Josiah  Paifcer,  Robert  Rutherford,  John  Smilie, 
Iml  SatiO,  Thomas  Sprigs,  Thomas  Tredwell,  I%ilip 
Tan  Cortiandt,  Abraham  Venable,  Frands  Walker, 
Benjamin  WilUaois,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
aetaathorizing.a  settlement  of  certain  expenses 
of  the  Commissioners  of  LtuLOs."  The  Senate 
have  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  An  act  allowing 
an  additional  compensation  to  the  principal  Clerks 
m  the  DeMrtmeot  of  State,  and  m  the  Treasury 
and  War  Departments,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  liundred  and  nmety-fourj"  to  which  bills 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  Uiis  House. 

The  said  bills  were  severally  read  twice  and 
committed. 

.The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Oommitlee  of 
tA9  Whole  House  n  the  UU  to  amend  the  act, 


entitled  ''An  act  to  enable  the  cAeers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Virginia  line,  on  Continental  Elstabliah- 
ment,  to  obtain  titles  to  certain  lands  lying  North- 
west of  the  river  Ohio,  between  the  Little  Miami 
and  Sciota;"  and, after  sometime  spent  therein,the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  an 
amendment  thereto ;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered.  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  following  Message  was  reeeired  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States  : 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  Rtpresentativet.- 

The  Comminionera  of  His  Catholic  Mues^  having: 
otmunonieated  to  the  Seoetaiy  of  State  oe  Sana  of  a 
cntificate,  without  which  the  vessda  of  the  United 
States  cannot  be  admitted  into  the  ports  of  Spun,  I 
think  it  proper  to  Inr  it  before  Congress. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
UsiTEV  Statu,  1^  S8, 1704. 

The  said  Messaoe  and  certiieue  wen  rad,aAi 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
*  The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  ComAuttee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  providing  for  the 
payment  of  the  second  instalment  due  on  a  loan 
made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea ;  aadf^fter 
:  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and 
were  discharged  from  the  further  conaideratitm  of 
the  bill,  and  it  was  recommitted  to  Mr.  Sboowick, 
Mr.  Giles,  and  Mr.  Momtoombbt. 


Tuesday,  May  £7. 
SOLDIERS  LAND  TITLES. 

The  bill  respecting  the  settlement  of  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  uie  ViijgiBia  line  on  the  Ter- 
ritory Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  being  read  the  third 
time, 

Mr.  Baldwin  objected  to  the  passage  of  diis 
bill,  as  a  total  departure  from  the  Conner  princi- 
ples of  the  old  Congress  on  this  question.  He  had 
many  reasons  for  opposing  it.  He  was  sorrv  that 
he  had  not  done  so  yesterday,  when  it  was  before 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  He  reconmended. 
in  place  this  bill,  that  there  should  rather  he 
provisions  ccvrecting  the  former  proceedings  oo 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Nicholas  replied,  that  gentleraea  divide 
their  efforts  so  strangely,  thai  msinesa  cannot  be 
got  through.  The  member  had  not  examined  the 
bill,  or  he  must  have  seen  that  his  ohjectiomnever 
would  apply.  By  it,  the  public  never  could  be 
defrauded  of  an  acre  of  land.  As  &r  as  tke  ofi- 
cers  and  soldiers  cannot  be  provided  for  on  the 
Southwest  side  of  the  Ohio,  they  must  have  srt- 
Uements  on  the  Northwest.  There  is  not  rooa 
for  them  on  the  f<vmer  side,  and  therefore  tbef 
most  be  settled  oa  the  other.  There  was  no  n*- 
son  to  doubt  the  propriety  of  this  measnre.  He 
enlarged  on  the  necessity  £ar  this  attocatton,  anl 
OB  the  security  vhieb  the  public  had  of  dieir 
being  defranded. 
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Mr.  Baldwin  repeated  hU  reasons  for  disap- 
proving of  the  bill,  and  attempted  to  demonstrate 
that  there  was  no  satisfactory  evidence  of  neces- 
sity for  granting  this  secona  allocation  of  lands. 
He  was  conrinced  that  there  had  been  a  total  de- 
partare  from  the  old  principles.   If  there  was  not 

■  ^eat  hurry  about  the  bill,  he  could  yfisk  it  to 
be  deferred. 

Mr.  Clark  did  not  think  the  checks  in  the  bill 
sufficient.  He  specified  certam  descriptions  of 
persons^  who  mignt  get  lands  to  which  they  were 
not  entitled. 

Mr.  Nicholas  read  a  part  of  the  bill  td  show 
that  there  could  be  no  imposition.  Here  is  a  plain 
law,  which  no  man's  understanding  can  depart 
from.  There  was  not  the  shadow  of  a  pretence 
to  object  to  this  bill  The  old  Congress  did  ac- 
knowledge the  necessity  for  such  a  location  as 
was  Dowproposed,  because,  without  it,  there  was 
not  a  sumciency  of  land.  A  passage  from  tlie  pro- 
ceedings of  the  old  Congress,  which  Mr.  N.  read, 
stated  the  absolute  necessity  for  it. 

Mr.  Vehable  said,  that  many  of  these  settlers 
had  already  spent  more  time  and  money  in  prose- 
cuting these  claims,  than  the  lands  themselves,  if 
they  should  at  this  moment  receive  them,  were 
worth.   He  was  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  RtJTHERPORO  was  on  the  same  side  of  the 
question.  He  said  that  three  hundred  of  the  per- 
sons in  question  had  settled  themselves  on  the 
Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  wanted  the  rights  to 
their  respective  lands. 

Mr.  FiTzsiHONS  also  recommended  the  passing 
of  the  bill.  • 

Mr.  Giles- — Much  had  been  said  about  the  sur- 
vey of  these  lands,  as  if  it  had  not  been  accurate. 
He  knew  the  gentlemen  who  had  made  it,  and 
they  were  of  the  most  respectable  character. 
There  was  not  in  America,  he  believed,  a  better 
man  than  the  gentleman  wno  was  at  the  bead  of 
it;  so  that  it  was  entirely  out  of  place  to  be  com- 
ing  forward  now,  and  saying  that  the  survey  was 
wrong.  An  idea  had  gone  abroad,  that  the  North 
Carolina  line  was  not  completed,  but  the  member 
affirmed  that  it  has  been  so.  Many  will  not  be  at 
the  expense  requisite  for  accepting  of  these  lands, 
and  taaing  out  of  patents.  The  old  law  quoted 
by  his  colleague  [Mr.  NiCHOLAa]  had  acknow- 
ledged the  survey  to  be  right.  Mr.  G.  himself 
cmce  had  a  claim  for  some  of  these  lands.  But  he 
would  rather  gire  it  up  than  be  at  so  much  ex- 

■  pense  and  trouble  about  it.  This  was  a  very  hard 
case  on  many  persons.  They  bad  sold  their  pro- 
perty on  the  Old  settled  lands,  went  to  the  new  al- 
location, in  confidence  on  public  faith,  and  now 
cannot  get  their  rights.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that 
the  bill  would  pass,  or,  that  the  gentlemen  on  the 
opposite  side  would  show  some  other  remedy  for 
this  grievance. 

On  putting  the  qnestton,  fifty-five  sentlemen 
arose  in  favor  of  the  bill.  It  accordingly  passed. 

STAMP  DUTIE& 

An  engrossed  bill,  laying  duties  on  stamped  vel- 
Inm,  parchment,  and  {Htper,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  on  the  question  that  the  said  bill  dp 


pass,  it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  32,  nays  50^ 

as  follows : 

YxAs. — James  Anagtrong,  John  Beatty,  Lambert 
Cadwalader,  Abraham  Cluk,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  CoU 
fin,  Joshua  Coit,  William  J.  Dawson,  George  Dent, 
Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Dwight  Foster,  Ezekiel  Gilbert 
James  GiUes^,  Alexander  Gillon,  Bemamin  'Goodha^ 
William  B.  Chore,  Thomas  HoitlOT,  James  Hillhonse, 
William  Hindman,  John  Wilkes  luttera,  Henry  Lati- 
mer, William  Montgomery,  William  Vans  Mmray,  An- 
drew Hckens,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Zephaniah  Swift, 
George  Thatcher,  John  E.  Van  Alien,  Peter  Van  Gaas- 
beck,  Peleg  Wsdsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Richard 
Winn. 

Nats. — Fisher  Ames,  Theodoras  Bailey,  Abraham 
BaMwin,  Thuaas  mmmt,  EliBt  Bondinot,  Bet^jamln 
Bourne,  ThoBM  P.  Games,  Gabriel  Chri■ti^  ThoasMS 
ChibMHe,  Isaac  Coles,  Henry  Dearbani,  WilHam  Find- 
ley,  William  B.  Giles,  NidioUs  Gihaan,  Henry  Glean, 
0«orge  Hancock,  Daniel  Heister,  Amaaa  Learaad, 
William  Lyman,  Nathaniel  Macon»  James  Madison^ 
Fiands  Malboae,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander  Me- 
bane,  Andrew  Moore,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Joseph  Ne- 
ville, Anthony  New»  John  Nicholas,  Nathan iai  Niks, 
Alexander  D.  On,  Joaiah  I^iker,  Francta  Fieaton,  lUv 
bert  Rutherfiird,  Thomas  Seott,  StAm  Smilie,  Jeremiah 
SmiA,  Israel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Thomas  Spiigg, 
Uriah  Tracy,  Thomas  Tredwetl,  Jonathan  Trumbufi, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Abraham  VenaUe,  Jeremiah 
Wadiiwortb,  Francis  -WBlker,  John  Watts,  Benjamin 
Williams,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

And  so  the  said  bill  was  rejected. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
and  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  yesterday ;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  >Iessage  from  the  Frssidbnt  op  tub 
Unitec  States,  of  the  18th  of  March  last,  rela- 
tive to  an  advance  of  money  requested  by  the  Mi- 
nister Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic. 

Mr.  Sbdovick,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  second  instalment  due  on  a  Loan 
made  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  made  a 
report :  which  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 
said  bill  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committw 
of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  laying  duties  upon 
carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  persons ;  and,  af- 
ter some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
mentsj  do  ue  on  the  table. 


Wbdhmdat,  May  28. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  yesterday,  bv  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  to  the  bill  laying  duties  upon 
carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  persons ;  and,  the 
same  Being  read,  some  were  agreed  to.  and  others 
disagreed  to. 

The  said  bill  was  then  further  amended,  tna. 
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together  with  the  ameDdments,  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Mdrray,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  r^^tration  and  protection 
of  American  seamen ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  laying  duties  on  licenses 
for  selling  wines  and  distilled  spirituous  liquors  by 
retail ;  wnich  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Corajiittee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  more  effectual 
protection  of  the  Southwestern  frontier  settlers; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  an  amendment 
thereto ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  on  the  ques- 
tion  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
raad  the  turd  time  to>faorrow. 

Mr.  Sbdovick  then  mored  that  the  House 
should  take  np  the  snbject  of  the  Bank  instal- 
ments, as  it  would  require  but  a  few  minutes. 

Mr.  GiLBB,  the  Message  of  the  Phbsident,  as  to 
the  apidication  of  the  French  Ambassador  for 
money;  and 

Mr.  McDowell  the  bill  for  the  more  effectual 
protection  of  the  Southwestern  Territory. 

The  three  members  rose  all  at  the  same  time, 
and  were  each  of  them  equally  anxious  for  pre- 
ference, in  the  priority  of  discussion.  A  prefer- 
ence was  given  to  Mr.  McDowell's  motion. 
This  bill  had  been  frequently  postponed,  while  the 
people  for  whose  safety  it  is  intended  had  been,  dur- 
ing many  years,  liable  to  incessant  alarm  from  the 
savages,  and  if  anything  was  to  be  done  at  all,  it 
was  proper  that  it  should  be  done  now.  The 
House  resdved  itself  into  a  Cbmmittee  on  the 
bill,'  (Mr.  Parkeb  in  the  Chair:)  After  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  re- 
ported an  amendment  to  the  bill,  which  was  nega- 
tived in  the  House.  The  bill  was  then  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Sboowick  then  moved  that  the  House  go 
into  a  Committee  on  the  bill  providing  for  the 
payment  of  the  second  instalment  due  on  the  Loan 
irom  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  A^freed  to, 
(Mr.  Parkeb  in  the  Chair.)  After  making  some 
amendments,  the  Committee  rose,  and  reported 
die  sanie  to  the  House. 

ADVANCE  OP  MONEY  TO  PRANCE. 

The  House  asniin  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee^ of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message  of 
the  PRBaiDBHT  or  thb  Uniter  States,  of  the 
18th '  of  March  last,  relative  to  an  advance  of 
money  requested  by  the  Minister  of  the  French 
Republic. 

Mr.  Giles  offered  the  following  motion : 
Xaolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  authoriMid  and  requested  to  apply  the  proceeds  of  the 
Loan  of  three  millionB  of  fiorbu,  lately  obtained  in  Hol- 
ttnd,  towards  the  diBcbarge  of  ttie  debt  remuning  due 
to  Prance  ;  or  to  the  protection  and  defence  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  if;  in  his  opinion,  the  same  should  be  found 
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necsssary  for  that  purpose,  any  apgnpit&M  to  llis 

contrary  notwithstanding." 

Mr.  Hillhousb  was  of  ounion  that,  before  any 
payments  in  advance  should  be  made  to  the  French 
Mmister,  it  was  proper  to  secure  the  indemnifica- 
tion of  our  own  citizens,  who  had  sustained  such 
immense  losses  by  the  detention  of  their  vessels 
in  the  ports  of  the  Republic,  both  in  Europe  and 
the  West  Indies.  Mr.  H.  here  made  a  distinc- 
tion, that  if  the  term  stipulated  for  payment  of  an 
instalment  to  France  had  actually  arrived,  he 
would  ihave  made  that  payment,  though  they  had 
burnt  our  ships,  and  have  sought  redress  in  the  or- 
dinary way.  But  when  they  come  forward  be- 
fore the  money  is  due,  and  make  such  a  requisi- 
tion, he  thought  it  a  fair  opportiuity  to  secctre  the 
claims  of  American  citizens. 

Mr.  Nicholas  was  in  favor  of  the  motion.  He 
felt,  as  an  American,  that  the  cause  of  this  coun- 
try and  of  France  were  inseparably  connected; 
and  that  giving  the  money  to  the  Republic  was 
Hj^uivalent  to  expending  it  in  the  service  of  the 
United' States.  He  reminded  the  House  of  the 
indelible  obligations  of  America  to  France.  That 
Republic  is  now  reduced  to  distress,  as  this  coon- 
try  was  when  supported  by  the  French  arms. 
Every  principle  or  numanity,  of  honor,  of  grati- 
tude, and  of  justice,  calls  upon  us  to  give  that  na- 
tion the  most  effectual  support  in  our  power. 

Mr.  FiTzaiMowa. — The  Americans  have  ap- 

Jlied  to  M.  Fauchet,  for  payment  in  this  country, 
[e  has  assured  them  that  he  cannot  give  it,  but 
that  he  will  inform  the  French  Government  of 
their  application.  They  are  satisfied  to  wait  for 
the  reply  to  the  Minister,  which  is  ezpected-from 
Europe. 

Mr.  Ames  remarked,  tha^  as  the  three  millions 
of  florins  had  been  loaned  in  Holland  for  the  de- 
fence of  this  country,  it  would  be  something  worse 
than  imprudenoetogiveit  away  for  any  ether  pur- 
pose. The  cause  of^France  does  not  depend  on 
her  receiving  a  million  of  dollars.  She  is  in  a 
much  better  situation  to  give  us  that  sum,  than 
we  are  to  advance  it  fbr  her.  He  did  not  think 
that,  to  keep  our  money  to  ourselves,  and  to  be- 
stow it  upon  France,  were  the  same  thing,  nor  did 
he  believe  that  it  would  be  so  considered  by  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  He  could  not 
prove  the  motion. 

Mr.  GiLLON  thought  that,  as  to  the  claims  of 
American  citizens,  a  complete  answer  had  been 
given  by  the  member  from  Pennsylvania.  If  the 
merchants  themselves  are  willing  to  wait  for  an 
answer  from  France,  nobody  elseHias  any  concern 
with  the  matter.  He  rejected thejdeatnnotpay- 
ing  the  money  to  the  French  until  it  was  due^  un- 
less with  a  restriction  in  favor  of  the  Amencan 
claimants.  The  money  due  to  France  had  been 
advanced  by  her  in  the  time  of  our  utmost  dis- 
tress. It  was  at  present  wanted  for  her  own  de- 
fence. To  indulge  us,  indeed,  she  had  formeriy 
granted  a  longer  time  than  she  was  oUiged  to 
grant  for  the  repayment.  But  if  necessity  com- 
pelled ber  to  solicit  an  abridgment  of  that  indol- 
gence,  is  it  consistent  widi  ue  feelings  of  hcwor 
and  generosity,  to  refuse  her  such  a  request  1 ' 
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Mr.  Wamwortb  was  too  ill-informed  apon  tUa 
Quextioo,  to  know  upoa  what  side  he  oof  ht  to  vote. 
Much  had  beoi  said  about  the  gratitude  due  from 
this  country  to  France.  We  had  beeo  grateful, 
indeed,  since  we  had  suffered  them  for  a  long  time 
past  to  plunder  our  vessels  widiout  making  a  com- 
plaint. He  stated  that  the  American  property 
seized  in  the  ports  of  France  amounted  to  one  mil- 
lioD  of  dollars,  atid  that  taken  by  her  in  the^Veat 
India  Colonies,  to  four  millions  of  dollars.  Wuch 
of  this  property  had  been  paid  for  in  such  a  way, 
that  the  ownexE  did  not  realize  more  than  tvienty- 
Gve  per  cent,  of  its  value.  The  present  applica- 
tion had  been  made  a  loog  time  ago,  and  Mr.  W. 
did  not  suppose  that  the  French  Minister  could,  at 
present,  be  in  any  want  of  the  money.  Since  the 
time  when  he  first  sought  for  it,  something  had 
happened  which  altered  the  case.  The  greatest 
portion  of  specie  in  America  is  now  at  the  com- 
mand of  M.  Faochet.  Thers  can  be,  therefore,  no 
[veteBce  forgivin^away  this  million  of  dollars  on 
the  plea  <tf  necessity.  The  Repablic  herself  poa- 
sessesjif  we  are  tobelieTe  common  feme,  Inore 
cash  tnan  all  the  Kings  in  Europe ;  and,  ^ough 
the  story  may  be  very  greatly  exaggerated,  yet 
make  allowaace  for  ezaneiation,  and  still  her 
treasures  are  verjr  great,  no  part  of  her  misfor- 
tunes can  be  ascrilwd  to  the  want  of  money.  Mat- 
ters^ standing,  he  thought  that  it  was  out  duty 
to  make  a  halt,  and  begin  to  take  some  care  of  the 
interest  of  our  fellow-citizens.  As  for  gratitude 
towards  the  Repablic,  he  felt  as  much  ofthat  sen- 
timent as  those  who  talked  more  about  it  than  he 
did.  But  he  had  not  learned  any  good  reason  why 
this  money  should  be  disposed  of  m  this  way  ;  and 
,  he  could  not  agree  to  vote  so  great  a  sum  where 
'  he  eould  not  see  the  need. 

Mr.  Bourne  said,  that  the  purposes  for  which 
it  had  been  first  asked,  had  been  long  since  ac- 
complished without  it.  The  tran^Hutationof  Uie 
emigrants  of  St.  Domingo  to  France  had  been 
given  as  a  reason  for  this  request,  bat  they  were 
all  gone  already. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  and  Mr.  Qoodhdb  abo  spoke. 
The  resolution  was  carried  in  the  Committee,  and 
reported  to  the  House,  wkere  it  was  likewise 
carried  ;  and  it  was 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Madi- 
aoN,  Mr.  Bbattv,  and  Mr.  Hbestbr,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 


TnuRaDAT,  May  29. 

TAX  ON  CARRIAOE8. 

An  engrossed  bill,  laying  duties  upon  carria^s 
for  the  conveyance  of  persons,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and, 

Ordered,  That  the  first  section  thereof  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  im- 
mediately. 

Tht  House  accordingly  resolved  itsdf  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  said  sec- 
tion ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chair- 
man reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  sec- 
tion committed  to  them  under  conaidenrtictn,  and 
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made  an  amendment  thereto;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  section^  as  amended,  be 
presently  engrossed;  and,  the  said  section  being 
accordiiwly  brought  in  engrossed, 

Mr.  MlntaoH  objected  to  this  tax  on  carriajges 
as  an  unconstitutional  tax;  and,  as  an  tmconstitu- 
tional  measure,  he  would  rote  against  it, 

Mr.  Ames  said,  that  it  was  not  to  be  wondered 
at  if  he,  coming  from  so  different  a  part  of  the 
country,  should  have  a  different  Idea  of  this  tax 
from  the  gentleman  who  spoke  last.  In  Massa- 
chusetts, this  tax  had  been  long  known;  and  there 
it  was  called  an  excise.  It  was  difficult  to  define 
whether  a  tax  is  direct  or  not.  He  had  satisfied 
himself  that  this  was  not  so.  The  duty  falls  not 
on  the  possession,  but  the  use;  and  it  is  very  easy 
to  insert  a  clause  to  that  purpoKe,  which  will  satis- 
fy the  gentleman  himself.  Mr.  Madison  had  said 
that  the  introduction  of  this  tu  would  break  down 
one  of  the  safeguards  of  the  Constitution.  Mr.  A. 
really  saw  very  little  danger  to  the  Constitution 
from  it. 

Mr.  Madison  explained. 

The  said  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time;  and, 
on  the  ^uesticn  that  the  same  do  pass,  it  was  re- 
solved in  the  affirmative — yeas  49.  nays  22,  as  fol- 
,  lows: 

YxAS.-~Fiflher  Ames,  James  Annatrong,  Theodoms 
Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John  Beatty,  Bemamin 
Bourne,  Thomas  P.  Cames,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin, 
Joshua  Coit,  Jonathan  Dayton,  George  Dent,  Thomas 
Fituunons,  Dwight  Foster,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  James  Gil- 
le^e,  Heniy  Glenn,  Beiyanun  Goodhue,  James  Gor- 
don, Andrew  Gh«gg,  William  Bany  Grove,  I^oibm 
Hartley,  James  WOhouse,  John  Hnnter,  John  Wfflus 
Kittera,  Heniy  Latimw,  Amaaa  Learned,  Fnmds  Mal- 
bone,  Alexander  Mebane,  William  Vans  Murray,  Na- 
thaniel Ntles,  Andrew  Pickens,  Robert  Rutherford,  Tho- 
mas Scott,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah 
Traqr,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  John  E.  Van  Allen,  Philip 
Van  Corthmdt,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Peleg  Wadaworth, 
Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  John  Watts,  Beigaum  Williams, 
and  Joseph  Winston. 

NATa^Thomas  Blount,  Gabriel  Christie,  Thomas 
Claiborne,  William  J.  Dawson,  William  Findley,  Wil- 
liam B.  G^lea,  Alexander  Gillon,  Daniel  Heister,  WQ- 
liam  Lyman,  Natfianiel  Macon,  Jamea  Madison,  Joseph 
M'Dowell,  Andrew  Moore,  Joseph  Neville,  J<An  Nicho- 
las, Alexander  D.  Orr,  Josiah  Parker,  John  SmUie,  Tho- 
mas Sprigg,  Abrsham  VenaUe,  Prancts  Walker,  and 
Bidiaid  Wum. 

SUNDRY  BILLS. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  more  effectual  protec- 
tion of  the  Southwestern  Frontier  settlers  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of 
the  second  instalment  due  on  a  Loan  made  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  motion 
of  the  twelfth  instant  for  the  acceptance  of  a  ces- 
sion by  the  State  of  New  York  of  a  piece  of  land 
at  Montauk  Point.  Whereupon, 

Bemtlved,  That  the  Pbbbidekt  or  the  Unitbd 
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States  be  authorized  to  receive  cessions  of  land 
irom  any  State  to  the  United  States,  for  the  p\a- 
pose  of  erecting  lightr^ouses  or  beacons.  niHwitb- 
standing  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  may  be  re- 
aerved,  except  so  far  as  respecttt  the  real  or  per- 
sonal property  of  the  United  States. 

Oraered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution ;  end  that  Mr.  Fitz- 
siMONs;  Mr.  Bgnjamtn  Bodbnb,  and  Mr.  Tred- 
WSLL,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Madison,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
jpresented  a  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  a 
certain  sum  of  money  to  the  French  Republic  ; 
which  was  read  twice  and  eommittted. 

Mr.  WibbiAH  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, preseated  a  bill  laying  duties  on  property 
sold  at  auction ;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

NON-INTERCOURSE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Mr.  GooDBDE  moved,  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to 
take  into  consideration  a  bill  empowering  the 
PBEaiDENT  to  lav  on  an  Embargo,  in  the  recess  of 
Congress,  if  in  nis  judgment  the  puUio  exigen- 
cies should  render  it  necessary. 

The  House  accordingly  went  into  a  Commit- 
tee, Mr.  Parker  in  the  Chair.  Some  ameodmsits 
were  made,  and  reported,  and  die  House  took  them 

QiLLON  observed]  that  this  Ull  afilvded  him 
an  opportunity  of  expressing  his  ae^uiesoence  in 
the  propriety  of  an  Embargo,  to  be  laid  by  the 
Puainurr,  as  exi|^neieB  shomd  reqmre.  He  was 
Blta^ed  to  the  pnnciple  of  the  bill,  and  thought 
that  every  addition^  which  could  be  useful,  ought 
to  be  ingrafted  on  it:  he  therefore  embraced  the 
preeent  opportunitv  of  bringing  forward  the  reso- 
lution that  he  had  laid  apon  the  table  on  Saturday 
last,  for  a  renewal  of  the  Embargo.  The  motion 
was,  in  substance,  that  from  and  after  the  lOlh 
day  of  June  next,  the  Embargo  shall  be  renewed. 
He  thought  that  thi&  motion  was  a  matter  that 
required  a  discussion,  and  an  immediate  decision, 
as  many  minds  were  afloat  respecting  it.  It  might 
be  expected,  that  many  remarks  would  be  made 
in  support  of  this  clause  being  »Ided  to  the  bill; 
bat,  when  gentlemen  rectdlect  that  the  principles 
of  this  measure  mast  have  been  fully  investigated 
when  the  question  of  an  Embargo  was  first  con- 
totti^ted,  and  that  in  its  renewal  similar  obser- 
Tations  were  made,  he  conceived  that  a  repetition 
of  tkeae  principles  was  luuieeeiiaary,  as  the  ses- 
sion was  closing.  Yet,  as  some  new  matters  had 
arisen,  he  would  make  some  observations  on  them, 
in  a  very  brief  manner. 

He  had  always  held  the  doctrine,  that,  in  many 
cases,  the  voice  of  their  constituents  ought  to  be 
the  guide  of  the  House.  This  case  embraced  that 
idea.  He  presumed  that  their  constituents  were 
9s  able  to  make  observaticms,  and  to  (Attain  in- 
formatioi^as  they  were;  therefore,  when  our  con- 
stituents form  an  o[»nion.  are  not  we,  asked  Mr. 
G.,  bound  to  listen  to  it?  Ought  we  not  to  re- 
examine the  case?  Surely  we  ought;  especially 
when  mr  ccHutiluents  puMicly  assemUe  together 


OB  the  subject,  hold  solemn  debates,  form  rescdves. 
publish  them,  and  transmit  them  not  only  to  their 
own  Represenutives,  but  having  fully  as  much 
ccmfidence  in  the  Representatives  of  other  States, 
transmit  authenticated  copies  to  them  also — ought 
not  the  House  to  deem  such  actions  very  nearly 
verging  to  instructions?  Possessed  with  this  idea. 
Mr.  G.  said,  that  it  became  his  duty  to  press  for 
war^  renewal  of  the  Embargo,  because  the  par- 
pose^lr  which  it  was  first  laid  on  had  not  been 
obtained,  and  because  new  informations  are  re- 
ceived of  the  condemnation  of  a  large  property, 
that  we  were  in  hopes  would  have  been  released 
by  the  Orders  of  the  8th  of  January,  from  the 
Court  of  London. 

The  House  had  been  api^ed  to  by  various 
meetings  of  their  constituents,  from  one  end  of 
the  Continent  to  the  other,  to  continae  the  Em- 
bargo, and  all  approving  of  the  former  conduct  of 
the  Legislature  in  laying  it  on;  and  they  had  Bot 
been  applied  to  by  any  permms,  except  some  un- 
der this  roof,  to  discontinue  it.  He  called  on  ges- 
tlemen  to  come  forward,  as  he  should,  with  the 
information  that  they  had  all  received  from  their 
constituents,  either  for  or  against  the  measure. 
This  would  bring  forward  the  sense  of  the  eoa- 
stituents,  as  well  as  of  their  Representatives;  and 
having  made  this  call,  Mr.  G.  said,  that  he  shooM 
now  explain  the  sense  of  his  own  constituents 
thereon:  they  were  expressml  in  the  docum«it$ 
which  he  had  pfodaeed  to  the  House  frmn  a  very  , 
respectable  number  of  merchanto  in  CharlesMn; 
they  are  further  stated  to  you  by  the  resolves  of 
the  meeting  in  Pinckney  district,  a  very  larae  dis- 
trict on  the  coast  of  South  Carolina,  whicb  coo- 
tains  upwards  o£  twenty-ei^^t  thmisand  white 
persons.  How  many  were  present  Mr.  O.  knew  | 
not,  but  their  resolves  bieatne  an  apprcAmtion  of 
the  Embarao  and  of  its  continuance,  with  an  as- 
surance of  their  determination  to  support  our  mer- 
chants  in  their  just  demand  of  restitution.  There- 
fore, he  should  vote  for  the  Embai^  to  be  renew- 
ed on  the  10th  of  June  next,  as  supported  by  a 
member  from  New  Jersey. 

But  other  reasons  occurred,  when  the  subject 
was  under  discussion  last  week.  It  was  observed, 
that  a  continuation  of  the  Embargo  might  work 
an  injury  to  our  allies.  He  declared  himself  one 
of  the  last  men  who  woold  hazard  any  step  to 
iiijare  the  interest  of  our  worthy  allies,  whose  acts 
of  friendship  to  us  during  the  last  war  had  per- 
haps proved  the  best  props  to  our  seats  under  this 
roof.  But  exceptions  might  be  introdtieed,  to 
qiuJify  this  clause  in  such  a  way  as  not  to  afleei 
them,  by  permitting  produce  to  be  exported  in 
American  bottoms  for  the  French  Governraeot 
and,  if  necessary,  under  convoy.  He  observed; 
also,  that  as  many  of  the  French  islands  wer« 
lately  captured  by  the  British,  no  plea  could  be 
introduced  for  supplying  theni,  unless  we  meant 
to  hold  out  to  the  world  that  we  were  determined 
to  do  good  for  evil;  that  is,  to  furnish  the  con- 
querors with  all  which  Uiey  needed,  to  enable 
tnem  to  recommence  their  depredations  against 
our  commerce;  for,  without  our  sttpplies,  they 
could  not  keep  th^  privateer*  out.  The  crops  in 
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France  were  ndTaocing;  by  which,  wUli  the  late 
wppliee  gone  and  goiog  from  hence,  he  thought 
that  OUT  allies  would  not  be  in  want.  For  these 
reasons,  he  did  not  see  how  the  Embargo  could 
operate  as  an  injury  to  our  allies.  But,  sir,  said 
Mr.  G.,  let  us  examine  the  situation  of  our  mer- 
chants. They  have  applied  to  you  for  redress. 
They  hare  qo  other  appeal  to  make  but  to  you, 
where  cognizance  can  oe  taken  of  their  case. 
What  have  you  done?  There  is  on  your  table  a 
resolve  to  guarantee  a  general  indemoification  to 
them,  and  another  to  seouestrate  the  British  debts; 
but,  as  a  member  [Mr.  Clabk]  formerly  said,  thay 
■re  taking  a  nap:  I  rather  thmk  that  it  will  be  the 
sleep  of  death. 

IT  merchants  cannot  insure  their  property,  they 
may  think  of  doing  as  is  done  in  other  countries; 
that  is,  arm  their  vessels  to  defend  their  property. 
Have  they  not  a  light  sir,  to  do  iti  Can  you 

gvvent  it?  No.  Wei),  then,  thev  meet  with 
ritish  privateers^  of  course  they  defend  them- 
selves, and  are  likely  captured;  the  treatment 
-which  they  receive  compels  you  to  send  to  de- 
mand your  citizens,  as  was  the  case  in  Captain 
Barney's 'late  capture.  The  British  refuse.  Why, 
sir,  the  very  necessity  of  a  just  arming,  which 
you  can  form  no  law  to  prevent,  brings  you  into 
what  every  prudent  American  woum  wish  to 
avoid— a  war — with  any  Power. 

There  is  amrther  reasotL  If  the  Emfaaiso  is 
not  renewed,  how  are  your  Buffering  merounts 
to  be  reinstated  in  their  losses?  America  will 
not  pay  them  oat  of  her  Treasury.  You  will  not 
make  a  Loan  for  them,  as  I  moposed  the  other 
day.  You  will  not  even  extend  the  time  of  their 
paying  their  dues  to  your  Treasury,  as  I  also  pro- 
posed. But  you  let  slip  through  your  hands,  by 
the  Embargo  being  off,  the  only  certain  fund'of 
restitution,  viz.  the  British  property,  public  and 
private,  now  in  America;  and  when  that  is  onee 
gone,  to  what  are  the  merchants  to  have  recourse? 
Behold  the  late  correspondence  between  your 
Secretary  of  State  and  the  British  Minister  here' 
The  inittant  that  you  apply  for  explanations  on 
tlwir  n^oops  advancing  on  your  Territories,  under 
Colonel  Simcoe,  the  Minister  replies,  with  a  string 
of  retorts  on  you,  just  as  his  Court  mil  do  to  your 
Ambassador,  Mr.  Jay.  And  here  1  aver  it,  ,as  a 
matter  of  fact,  that  when  he  demands  restitution, 
they  will  come  forward  with  their  demands.  The 
first  will  be,  payment  of  the  prizes  sold  in  Ame- 
rica, that  were  brought  in  by  French  cruisers.  In 
what  way  are  yon  to  com^y?  Surely  our  citi- 
zens are  not  to  be  taxed  for  it  Of  course,  they 
refuse  you  any  restitution.  Therefore,  we  are 
iH'oaght  under  the  favorite  two  wcwds  of  the  offi- 
cial correspondence  alluded  to — atatuquo.  Yes, 
a  tculy  ttiUu  quo;  things  to  reroain  in  the  same 
state  as  they  are  at  present.  The  British  have 
foundered  you  of  your  property ;  they  keep  it  in 
0tattt  mo.  Well,  you  have  got  hold  of  their  pro- 
pn'ty  nere}  keep  that  also  in  ftafti  quoy  by  renew- 

Sr  the  Embargo,  tiU  yon  have  proofe  from  your 
inister  Extraordinary  that  your  merchants  will 
receive  the  damages  that  they  are  entitled  to  for 
their  property  o^Kand  Aom  Aaa,  whUst  they 


were  trading  under  the  protection  of  your  laws? 
and  the  laws  of  nations. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Gillon  was 
negatived,  without  a  division  or  any  farther  de> 
bate;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

INVALID  PENSIONS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  were  referred  two  reports  of  the  Secre- 
tary fw  the  Department  of  War,  respecting  the 
return  of  invaUds;  and,  after  some  Sane  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Commit- 
tee had  had  the  said  report  under  consideration, 
and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon ;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  fot- 
lows: 

Regolted.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di- 
rected to  place  upon  die  list  of  invalid  pensiuaers 
of  the  United  States  all  such  persons  returned  by 
the  District  Judges  of  the  several  districts,  under 
the  act  of  Congress  of  the  twenty-eif^th  of  Fe- 
bruary,  <me  thousand  seven  handled  and  ninety- 
three,  as  shall  appear,  by  the  evidence  accompa- 
nying such  returns,  and  such  documents  as  may 
be  in  the  Office  of  the  War  Department,  to  c<Hue 
clearly  within  the  act  aforesaid,  and  are  reported 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  as  having  evidence  com- 
plete ;  and  in  case  of  commissioned  officers,  con- 
tained in  the  said  temrns,  who  may^  under  this 
resolve,  be  placed  upon  the  pension  list  at  a  siun 
less  than  full  pensions,  that  the  same  rule  respect- 
ing a  return  of  commutation  be  adopted  with  mem 
as  is  provided  by  an  act  of  Congress  in  favor  of 
Captain  David  Cook,  of  December  sixteenth,  one 
thousand  seven  hund/ed  and  ninety-one ;  and  that 
all  persons  contained  in  the  said  retunis.  whose 
evidence  is  not  complete,  be  returned  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  War  to  the  District  Judges,  respective- 
ly, who  reportecLthem,  by  name,  stating  the  par- 
ticular reasons  why  their  evidence  is  not  complete, 
and,  in  each  case,  name  the  person  whose  evi- 
dence of  leaving  service  is  not  lodged  in  his  office; 
and  the  District  Judges,  respectively,  shall  forth- 
with notify,  in  every  part  of  their  districts,  the 
persons  named,  and  toe  reasons  why  their  evi- 
dence is  not  complete,  that  they  may  nave  an  op- 
portunity to  complete  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brousht  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Tbact, 
Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  BfiATTT,andMr.  Thatchbb, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

SUNDRY  BILLS. 
Mr.  FiTZBiMONS,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  op 
THB  United  States  to  receive  cessions  of  land 
for  the  site  of  light-houses  and  beacons,  under  cer- 
tain limitations;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  inibrmed  the  Honse, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  increne  the  Military  Force  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  encourage  the  recruiting  service," 
to  whieh  they  derire  the  eonenrrence  of  the  House. 
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The  House  resolTed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Se- 
nate, entitled  An  act  for  ezteoding  the  benefit  of 
a  drawback,  and  terms  of  credit,  in  certain  cases, 
and  for  other  purposes and.  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Cbairmaa  reported  that  the  Commit- 
tee had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and 
made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
HooBs  be  discharged  from  proceeding  on  bo  much 
of  the  report  of  the  eomnuttee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  sixty 
petitions  as  relates  to  the  petition  of  John  Robbe. 

Betolved,  That  the  said  John  Robbe  be  placed 
on  the  list  of  pensioners,  pursuant  to  the  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War ;  and  that  Mr.  Jbrbmiab 
SmitHj  Mr.  CoiT,  and  Mr.  Malbone,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 


Fbiday,  May  30. 
An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  PRisinENT 
OF  THB  Unitbd  States  to  lajT,  rwnlate,  and  re- 
Toke  etobargoea,  was  read  me  third  time,  and 
puaed. 

MILITARY  E8TABLI8HMEl*rr. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, entitled  "An act 
to  increase  the  Military  Force  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  encourage  the  recruiting  service," 
was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Smilie  objected  that  there  must  be  some 
other  purpose  for  these  troops  than  any  that  had 
been  acknowledged ;  for  he  could  see  none.  The 
principle  of  the  bill  was  wrong. 

Mr.  Giles  said,  that  the  bill  ought  to  be  named 
A  bill  authorizing  the  PRESinENT  to  past  a  law 
for  raising  ten  thousand  men."  In  point  of  prin- 
ciple. It  was  infinitely  worse  than  the  former  one, 
wnicn  the  House  had  already  rejected,  (the  one 
supported  by  Mr.  Sedgwick.)  He  hoped  that 
they  would  not  suffer  it  to  go  to  a  second^reading. 
We  had  made  estimates  of  the  expenses  of  this 
year,  and  hare  been  told  that  the  ways  and  means 
are  not  sufficient.  Yet,  in  the  face  of  this,  to  come 
upon  us  all  at  once  with  the  expense  of  a  standing 
army  of  ten  thousand  men  was  too  hard.  He 
trusted  that  gentlemen  who  would  rote  for  a  se- 
cond reading  would  explain  the  reasons  that  could 
induce  them  to  such  a  measure.  The  time  spent 
upon  such  a  bill  would  be  perfectly  cast  away. 
He  was  at  a  loss  to  discover  against  whom  these 
ten  thousand  men  were  to  be  employed. 

Mr.  HiLLHOOSE  could  not,  at  this  moment,  de- 
cide whether  he  onght  to  rote  for  this  bill  or  not. 
He  would  recommend  a  Committee  <^  the:  Whole 
to  examine  its  merits.  He  should  think  it  ange- 
nerous  for  any  gentleman  in  that  House  to  call 
for  bis  vote  tiU  u  had  been  fully  discussed. 
"  Mr.  FiTzsiMOHs.— If  we  were  to  debate  for  a 
week  upon  it,  I  am  sure  that  thore  cannot  be  one 
new  idea  started.  The  whole  argument  lies  in 
so  narrow  a  compass  that  every  member  may  de- 
cide on  a  first  hearing.  The  question  is,  whether, 
on  account  of  the  particular  state  of  the  country 
at  this  time,  it  is  proper  to  intrust  the  Pmsidbmt 


[Mat.ITM. 


with  a  discretionary  power  of  raisiiig  an  funxj 
ten  thousand  men  ?   For  my  own  part,  I  am  u 
ready  to  decide  Just  now  as  I  erer  can  be. 

Mr.  Ames. — If  we  are  to  gO  to  war,  will  it  not 
be  a  prodigious  saving  of  expense  to  hare  all  nut- 
ters ready  beforehand  ?  By  being  prepared  tro 
months  before  the  war  breaks  out,  the  advantages 
in  economy  would  be  immense,  as  the  price  of  en- 
listing men  would  rise  four-fold  when  it  wasooec 
known  that  war  was  certaid.  He  knew  mur 
weak  parts  in  the  Union  that  might  be  attiekn 
and  in  danger  before*  a  body  of  militia  eonld  be 
ready  for  effectual  serrice.  He  was  not  qualififd 
for  details  of  this  unti  \  but  he  knew  that  Rhode 
Island,  for  example,  mwht  be  taken,  and, in  a  dton 
time,  so  strongly  fortiud,  that  it  would  be  dii* 
cult  or  impossible  to  retake  it.  Whywwewe 
afraid  to  intrust  the  Presioent  with  the  power 
of  raising  ten  thousand  men  ?  Can  any  body  of 
men  to  he  raised  in  this  country  tread  down  the 
substantial  yeomanry  ?  This  is  quite  an  Utopian 
dread.  It  is  infinitely  cheaper  to  raise  and  em- 
body an  Army  at  leisure,  mien  the  storm  is  seen 
to  be  approaching,  than  all  at  once,  when  tweotf 
things  must  be  done  at  the  same  thne.  There  is. 
besides,  a  material  distinction  between  this  IhII 
and  the  former.  The  force  may  be  diseontiiUK^ 
whenever  the  Lwislatare  thinks  proper;  noriitt 
to  be  raised  at  aU  unless  the  Presidbht  seesff 
thinks  it  necessary.  The  principle  of  the  Hllis, 
therefore,  much  less  exceptionable  than  thai  of 
the  other.  To  reject  a  bill  on  the  first  reading  is 
a  bad  practice.  Mr.  A.  hoped  that  the  House 
would  guard  against  it,  unless  where  any  tkiag 
was  grossly  improper,  and  depended  on  a  single 
principle.  But  he  trusted  that  the  House  would, 
in  every  common  citse,  set  their  feces  against  it- 
Mr.  Shilib  controverted  every  thing  said  M 
Mr.  Ames.  He  thought  that  the  measure  would 
involve  this  country  in  a  very  useless  eipefse- 
Did  we  intend  to  rival  the  Military  Esublisfi- 
menta  in  Europe  ?  The  Briti^  might  be  expect- 
ed to  increase  their  forces  in  Canada  in  propor- 
tion to  those  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Dattom  followed  Mr.  Smilie,  and  W 
that  the  arguments  of  the  member  who  spoke  nsi 
although  intended  to  make  a  different  impre^'^ 
had  convinced  him  of  the  impropriety  of  rejecting 
this  bill  upon  its  first  reading.  That  gentleman 
had  thought  proper  to  enter  into  the  intrinsic  ine- 
rits  at  this  stage  of  it,  when  those  who  favored  it* 
principles  could  have  no  opportunity  of  <'«'^'"''°? 
or  amending  the  particular  parts  oi  it.  He  ntf 
heard  the  objects  of  it  grossly  misrepreeented.  I| 
had  been  asserted  that  the  bill  contemi^ated  the 
Increase  of  our  Military  Peace  BstaUiumoii  to 
sixteen  thousand  men.       '  . 

[Mr.  Shilib  interrupted  Mr.  Dattok  liT'"^' 
daring  that  he  had  never  said  or  meant  anysoeii 
thing.  But  the  defence  of  the  Westers  Tern- 
tory  was  to  require  six  thousand  men ;  aad^ 
with  the  ten  thonsaiid  to  be  raised  by  this  nU| 
would  amount,  in  the  whtde,  to  sixwn  tbooHn' 
men.]  . 

No  such  thing  (said  Mr.  D.)  was  to  be  foaod  in  it. 
and  he  called  upon  gentlemen  to  show  upon 
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saehuiasseftioawuroaiuled.  He,  for  one,  was  of 
OTiiiiioo  that  the  interests  and  safety  of  the  United 
States  might  be  mateiiaUv  promoted  by  our  vest- 
ing the  pRBSiDBNT  with  tne  power  to  raise  these 
men,  if  war  should  break  out  in  the  recess  of  Con- 
gress. Who  did  not  beliere  that  Mich  an  event 
W9S  not  only  possible,  but  in  some  degree  proba- 
Ue  t  Who  would  say  that,  if  war  sboiud  be 
forced  upon  us,  this  would  not  be  ecmsidered  as  a 
most  ratuable  provision,  because  we  might  have 
this  respectable  body  of  troops  engaged,  equipped, 
and  prepared  to  act  the  moment  that  hostilities 
should  be  declared  by  the  constituted  authority  t 
He  would  address  himself  to  the  feelings  and  in- 
terests of  the  member  who  spoke  last,  and  those 
similarly  circumstanced.  Tney  resided  io  the 
interior  parts  of  the  country,  and  hence  it  was 
that  they  did  not  seem  to  experience  such  lively 
sensations  at  the  approach  of  danger  on  the  East- 
em  frontien— the  sea.  What  (he  asked)  was 
their  situation,  and  what  had  they  lo  fear  in  case 
of  an  open  rapture  with  Oreat  Britain  1  It  was 
easy  to  foresee  that  they  woald  be  vigoroasly 
prosed,  not  only  by  those  Indians  which  are  at 
present  hostile,  and  by  the  regular  troops  in  that 
quarter,  but  by  all  the  neighboring  nations  of  sa- 
vages over  whom  British  threats  or  In'ibes  could 
have  influence.  A  part  of  the  Six  Nations,  too, 
would  probably  join  the  confederacy,  and  the 
froDtier  setters  of  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  and 
New  York,  woald  certainly  be  driven  in.  With 
such  a  corps  as  the  one  proposed,  an  early  check 
might  be  given  to  their  irruptions,  and  the  war  be 
carried  to  their  towns. 

On  the  other  handjwhat  would  be  the  conse- 
quence, after  the  Prebidirt  perceives  a  war 
mevitable,  he  is  not  pennitted  to  make  the  small- 
wt  preparation  imtil  he  can  convene  Cfngressl 
Two  ratuths  must  be  lost  incooveningthero.  ow- 
iag  to  the  extreme  distances  erf"  their  residence,  all 
i^ioh  time  would  be  employed  by  our  enemies 
in  increasing  their  forces,  in  strengthening  their 
posts,  and  establishing  new  ones,  and  in  invading 
our  country.  Let  this  discretionary  power  be 
given  to  the  Prbbident,  (with  whom  much  great- 
er had  repeatedly  been  lodged,  and  had  never  in 
any  instance  been  improperly  exercised,)  and  the 
men  might  be  engaged  while  the  members  were 
eoUeeting,  and  a  small  army  in  readiness  so  act  as 
Congress  should  by  law  direct  and  authorize.  No 
danger  could  arise  from  it,  because  the  enlistments 
of  those  who  might  be  engaged  would  be  void, 
unless  the  Legisuiture,  immediately  upon  their 
meeting,  diould  confirm  them.  It  had  been  said, 
that  our  reliance  should  be  upon  the  militia.  He 
had,  Mr.  D.  said,  as  high  an  opinion  of  militia  as 
any  member  in  that  Ifoase,  for  he  had  witnessed 
their  exertions  and  importance  in  the  late  war,  but 
could  it  be  said  that  it  would  be  very  convenient 
or  agreeable  to  them,  to  be  drawn  a  distance  from 
their  own  homes,  to  be  employed  in  taking  and 
garrisoning  posts,  if  it  should  be  deemed  advisable 
to  direct  operations  of  that  kind?  He  concluded, 
with  wishing  that  the  bill  might  be  allowed  to 
have  a  second  reading,  as  constructions  had  been 
imputed  to  it  which  it  certainly  would  not  bear. 


[H-ofR. 


Mr.  MAuieoK  did  not  accede  to  the  principle  of 
the  bill.  He  did  not  see  any  such  immediate  pros- 
pect of  a  war,  as  coald  induce  the  House  to  violate 
the  Craistitution.  He  thought  that  it  was  a  wise 
principle  in  the  Constitution,  to  make  one  branch 
of  Ctovemment  raise  an  army,  and  another  con- 
duct it.  If  the  Legislature,  had  the  power  to  con- 
duct an  army,  they  miffht  embody  it  for  that  end. 
On  the  other  nana,  if  the  Prebident  was  empow- 
ered to  raise  an  army,  as  he  is  to  direct  its  motions 
when  raised,  he  mignt  wish  to  assemble  it  for  the 
sake  of  the  infiuence  to  be  acquired  by  the  com- 
mand. The  Constitution  had  wisely  guarded 
against  that  danger  on  either  side.  He  could  not, 
in  the  present  case,  consent  to  the  breaking  down 
of  this  barrier  of  public  safety.  He  saw  no  neces- 
sity for  it;  nor  any  violent  probability,  that  this 
country  will  be  speedily  invaded  by  any  force,  to 
which  the  present  Military  Establisnment  cannot 
make  an  adequate  resistance.  Let  us  hear  from 
the  Minister  whom  we  have  jast  sent  to  Britain, 
before  we  take  aach  abrupt  and  expensive  mea- 
sures. We  shall  certainly  hear  from  him,  at  least, 
before  we  are  invade^.  Now,  if  we  enter  into  a- 
calculation  of  the  time  requisite  for  his  arrival  in 
Britain,  for  commencing  his  business^  and  for  send- 
ing back  an  account  of  what  kind  of  reception  he 
has  met  with,  we  shall  find  that  by  this  period. 
Congress  wilt  have  met  again ;  or  at  least,  the  in- 
terval will  be  so  small  as  to  make  it  not  worth 
while  to  embrace  any  measure  of  this  kind.  Upon 
the  whole,  he  could  not  venture  to  jgive  his  con- 
sent for  violating  so  salutary  a  principle  of  the 
Constitution,  as  that  upon  which  this  bill  en- 
croached. 

Mr.  SBDQwicit  differed  from  Mr.  Madison.  He 
did  not  think  that,  in  certain  contingencies,  war 
was  so  distant  a  prospect.  Simcoe  is  going  to  erect 
a  fort  in  our  Territories,  and  the  PBEsinBNT  has 
declared  that  he  will  repel  the  attempt.  We  all 
know  the  waste  of  time  and  property  in  the  last 
war,  at  its  commencement,  by  trying  to  do  the  busi- 
ness with  miliUa.  The  propoau  met  his  approba<r< 
tion,  as  did  the  resolution  m  the  Prbsidbmt,  to  re- 
pel force  by  force. 

Mr.-FiNDLEY  spoke  against  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  stated,  to  wit:  "Shall 
the  said  bill  be  reiected?"  and,  after  debate  thereon, 
the  question  being  taken,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
a£Brmative — yeas  50,  nays  32 — as  follows : 

YKAi^amoi  AnnstroDg,  Theodonu  Bsilev,  Ab». 
ham  Baldwin.  J<^  Beat^,  Thomas  Blount,  Thomas 
P.  Csraca.  Chbiid  Christie,  Thomas  Clubnne,  Abra- 
ham Cltik,  Joshua  Coit,  lauc  Coles,  William  J.  Daw- 
son, Heniy  Dearborn.  William  Findky,  William  B. 
GilM,  James  Gilleraie.  Alexander  GHllon,  Nicholas  CHI- 
mui,  Samnel  Griffin.  William  Barry  Orove,  Daniel 
Heirter,  John  Hunter,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  William 
Lymsn.  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Joseph  Mo> 
Dowell,  Alexander  Mebane,  William  Mtmtgomeiy.  An- 
drew Moore,  Joseph  Neville,  Anthony  New,  John 
Nicholas,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Alexander  D.  Oir,  Joaah  , 
PaAer,  Andrew  Pidnns,  Frands  Preston,  Robert 
Rntberfoid,  Thomas  Soott,  John  Smilie,  UwA  SmiUi, 
Thmnas  Sprigg,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
Imndt,  Abraham  Venable,  Frands  Walker,  Beiqandn 
WiDiams,  Bkbaid  Wfain,  and  Jessph  Winslen. 
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Advance  of  Monetf  to  JFVance — Sundry  BilU. 


Nats. — Fiflher  Ames,  Benjunin  Boume,  David  C«bb, 
Pels;  Coffin,  Jonathui  Dayton,  Geoige  I}«at,  TboDuu 
Fitsnmoiu,  Dwight  Foster,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  Heniy 
Glenn,  Benjamin  Goodhae,  Thomas  Hartley,  Jamea 
HiUhouae,  William  Hindman,  Henir  Latimer,  Amasa 
Learned,  TxtxuaM  Malbone,  Peter  MuMeubeig,  WOUam 
Tans  Murray,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
William  Smith,  Zephaniah  Smft,  Silas  Talbot,  George 
Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jooathaii  Trumbull,  John  E. 
Van  Allen,  Peter  Van  Qaasbeck,  Peleg  WadcwiNrth, 
ArtemM  Ward,  and  John  Watti. 

It  was  then  moved  that  the  Whole  House  go 
into  a  Committee  on  the  bill  for  licenses  on  selling 
wine,  and  distilled  spirits.  Mr.  Goodhde  was  for, 
and  Mr.  Giles  against  the  motian.  On  a  division 
forty-four  gentlemen  rose  in  favor  of  it.  The 
House  accordingly  went  into  a  Committee,  Mr. 
Parker  in  the  Chair. 

The  Committee,  after  some  di^ussion,  rose,  and 
reported  the  bill  with  amendments.  The  House 
went  into  the  consideration  of  the  report.  After 
some  time,  the  question  was  put,  "  Shall  this  bill 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading?"  Ayes  41,  noes  38. 

ADVANCE  OF  MONEY  TO  FRANCE. 

Mr.  Parker  then  moved  that  the  House  take 
into  consideration  the  bill  for  myment  of  a  certain 
sum  of  money  to  the  French  Republic. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on 
this  bill — Mr.  Pareer  in  the  Chair. 

Sevetal  amendments  were  proposed,  and  several 
members  spoke. 

Mr.  Giles  knew  that  Mr.  Fauehct  was  ansious 
fbr  this  taokey,  and  spoloe  of  it  as  necessary  for  inn 
(^rations.  He  did  not  know  whether  to-day,  to- 
morrow, or  at  what  time  in  particular :  but  in  fae  t 
the  money  was  needed.  He  had  anoUier  remark 
to  make.  This  loan  of  three  millions  of  florins 
had  come  upon  all  parts  of  the  House  alike,  un- 
expectedly. Before  it  was  knovni,  we  heard  of  no 
particular  complaints  from  the  Treasury,  for  want 
of  money  to  raise  the  fortifications.  But  now, 
when  the  loan  was  come,  the  tone  was  altered, 
wid  there  was  a  loud  cry  of  emptiness  in  the  Trea- 
sury. 

Mr.  GiLLON  said,  that  gentlemen  talked  ofViving 
this  money,  as  if  we  were  doing  a  favor  to  France. 
Is  this  so  i  We  are  sending  a  new  Ambassador 
to  that  country.  A  very  pretty  introduction  truly 
he  would  hare  at  Pari^  with  our  credentials  in 
one  hand,  and  a  reftassl  to  pay  the  debts  due  to  the 
RepaUic  in  the  other.  We  nave  been  in  need  of 
her  assistance  before,  and  we  may  want  it  again. 

The  Committee  made  some  amendments.  The 
Chairman  reported  them,  and  the  bill  finally  passed 
tlie  House. 

SUNDRY  BILLS. 
A  message  fVom  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  **An 
act  making  further  provision  for  securtiig  and  col- 
lecting the  duties  on  foreign  and  domestic  distilled 
spirits,  stills,  vrines.  and  te^"  vrith  several  amend- 
ments; to  which  tney  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  in^osa  a  duty  of  one  cent  per  ton 


on  all  vessels  from  a  foreign  voyage  into  the  port 
of  Baltimore;  and  that  Mr.  Mdrray,  Mr.  Aiv- 
aTRONO,  and  Mr.  Hoiiter,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  House  next  went  into  a  Committee,  Mr. 
Parker  in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill  for  lavine  adity 
on  property  sold  at  auction.  The  whole  bill  wu 
strongly  opposed  by  Mr.  Rutherporo. 

The  Committee  reported  some  amendments, 
which  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  ordmd  to 
be  eogroAsed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  b^l  (ae  the  relief  of  Joai 
Robbe ;  which  was  read  twice  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  laid  on  the  table  a  motion  thai 
a  committee  be  appointed"  to  inquire  and  repon 
whether  the  sums  appropriated  for  th'e  fortifica- 
tions of  the  ports  and  narbors  of  the  United  States 
be  competent  for  that  effect. 

The  resolution  was  immediately  taken  up,  and 
negatived ;  and  the  House  adjonmed. 


Saturday,  May  31. 

Mr.  FiTssiMOHs,  from<he  committee  appoiitted. 
presented  a  bill  to  extend  the  credit  for  duties  oe 
teas  impcnted  in  the  ship  Argonaut,  and  to  permit 
the  exnort  of  goods  save<d  out  ttf  the  wreck  of  the 
snow  Freelove ;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  House  again  reserved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  cer- 
tain alterations  in  the  act  for  establishing  the  Ju- 
dicial Courts  of  the  United  States, andaltwinc 
the  time  and  place  of  holding  oextain  Courfs  ;  aBo, 
aAer  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose 
and  reported  pnwress.  , 

An  engrossed  bill  laying  duties  on  licenses  for 
selling  wines  and  distilled  spirituous  liquors,  by 
retail,  was  read  the  third  time ;  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion that  the  said  bill  do  pass,  it  was  resolved  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  53,  nays  33,  as  follows : 

YEi.B. — Fisher  Ames,  John  Beattj,  Thomas  Btount, 
Thomas  P.  Carnes,  Thomas  Claibome,  Abraham  Clark, 
David  CoM),  Peleg  Coffin,  Wilfiam  J.  Dawson,  Heniy 
Dearborn,  Thomas  Pitzsimoiu,  Dwtgfat  Foster,  EieUd 
Gilbert,  William  B.  Giles,  James  Gillespie,  Ntdnfas 
CHlman,  Henry  Glenn,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gor> 
don,  William  Barry  Grove,  George  Hancock,  James 
HiUhoTue,  John  Hunter,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Matthew 
Locke,  James  Madison,  Alexander  Mebaae,  WiUiaa 
Montgomery,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Mur- 
ray, Joaq>h  Neville,  inim  Nicholas,  Alexander  D.  Or^ 
Jodah  Puker,  Andnw  Pickens.  Robait  Rntherfbrd, 
Thomas  Soott,  Tbeedore  Sedgwick,  Jercaaiah  SmiUi. 
William  Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  George 
Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  TrambuU,  John  E. 
Van  Allen.  Peter  Van  Gaasbedc,  Peleg  Wadswortl^ 
Jeremiah  Wadswortb,  Artenias  Ward,  John  Watts, 
Benjamin  Williams,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats. — Theodorus  Bailey,  Beniamin  Boume,  Ga- 
briel Christie,  Joshua  Coit,  Geone  Dent,  William  Find- 
ley,  Alexander  GiHon,  Daniel  Beister,  William  Hind- 
man,  William  I^nnan,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Pranda  Mal- 
bone, Soamh  McDowell,  AnduH^  New,  Kadnaid  If Ue^ 
SmOie,  brad  Sniidt,  Thomas  Sprigg,  Thonaa 
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Tiaawdl,  Philip  Vn  Cortkndt,  AbnOwm  Venble, 
Fluids  Walker,  wai  RidMrd  Winn. 

Ad  engrossedJrill  providiag  for  the  payment  of 
a  certain  sam  of  money  due  to  the  French  Re- 
pnUic.  was  read  the  third  time ;  and.  on  the  ques- 
tion that  the  said  bill  do  pass,  it  was  resolred  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  53,  nays  23,  as  follows : 

Tbxs.. — Theodoras  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Be«t^,  Thomas  Mount,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Thomaa  P. 
Camea,  Gabrieh  Christie,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Abraham 
Clarii,  William  J.  Dswion,  Hcnnr  Dearborn,  G«oig* 
Dent,  Waiiam  -Findley,  Thomas  Fitznmons,  WilEam 
B.  Giles,  James  (TtUespie,  Alexander  Gillon,  Nicholas 
Oilman,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Oriffin,  William  Barry 
Grore,  George  Qaneock,  Daniel  Heister,  WilHaro  Rind- 
man,  John  Hunter,  John  Wilkea  Kittera,  William  Ly- 
man, NathaiUel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Frauds  Mal- 
braie,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander  M^ane,  William 
Montgomery,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  William  Vane  Mur- 
ray, Joaapk  NaviUa,  AnAmy  New,  JtAn  Niohidas,  Na- 
thaniel Niles,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Jod^  Parker.  Andrnw 
PiAens,  Robert  Rutherford,  Thomas  Soott,  John  Smilie, 
Inael  ^tnith.  Thomas  Sprigg,  Gwtrge  Thatcher,  Thor 
mas  Tredwell,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Al»aham  Venable. 
Frauds  Walker,  Benjamin  WiUiana,  Ridwid  Winn, 
and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats. — ^Fisher  Ames,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin, 
Joshua  Coit,  Dwight  Foster,  Ezekid  Gilbert,  Henry 
<Menn,  Benjamm  Goodhue,  Jamea  Gordon,  Jantes  Hill- 
house,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smitfi,  WiUiam 
ftnitb,  Zephaniah  Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  Uriah  Tracy, 
Jonathan  Trumbull,  John  E.  Van  Allen,  Peter  Van 
Gaasbeck,  Peleg  Wa^wordi,  JeremUi  Wadsworth, 
Aitraus  Ward,  and  John  Watts. 

An  engrossed  bill  layinsr  (tuties  on  property  sold 
at  auction,  was  read  the  third  time ;  and,  on  the 
fttestion  that  the  said  bill  do  puMt  was  res^red 
in  the  affirmatiTe— yeas  55,  nays  27,  as  follows : 

TxAs<— Fidier  Ames,  Hieodonu  Bailey,  Ahnham 
Baldwin,  John  Beatty,  Benjamin  Bqume,  Thomas  P. 
Cames,  Gabrirl  Christie,  Abraham  Clark,  David  Cobb, 
Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  WiDiam  J.  Dawson,  Heniy 
Deartiom,  Thomas  Fitzstmons,  Dwight  Pdster,  Exetdel 
Gilbert,.  Wflliam  B.  Giles,  Xambs  Gillespie,  Nicholas 
Gihnan,  Henry  Glenn,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Jamea  Gor- 
dcm,  Andrew  Gr^^,  Samuel  Griflhi,  George  Hancock, 
Jamea  Hflihouse,  William  Hindnian,  John  Hunter, 
J<fai  WAes  Kttera,  fieniy  Jiatimer,  Amasa  Learned, 
Frauds  MalboiM,  WilDam  Montsompry,  Peter  Muh- 
lei^rg,  William  Vans  Murray,  Joseph  Neville,  Alex- 
ander D.  Orr,  Jonah  Parker,  Andrew  Pfckens,  Thomas 
Scott,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  WilKam 
9aath,  Zephaniah  Swift,  Silaa  Talbot,  George  Thatdier, 
Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  John  E.  Van  Allen, 
PWer  Van  Gaasbeck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Jeremiah  Wads- 
wxyrtii,  Artemas  Ward,  John  Watts,  and  Benjamin 
WilBBms. 

Nats. — ^Thomas  Blount,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Isaac 
Galea,  George  Dent,  WiUiara  Findley,  Alexsndn  Gil- 
ls^ WiUtam  Barry  Grove,  Dasual  Heister,  William  L;^ 
nan,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Mathson,  Joseph  Mo- 
Dowdl,  Alexander  Mebiwe,  Anlrew  Meore,  Anthony 
New,  John  Nicholas,  Nathaniel  Nilee,  Frauds  Preston, 
lUiert  Rutherford,  John  Smilie,  Thomas  Sprigg,  Tbo- 
us  Tredwell,  Philqt  Van  Cortlandt,  Abraham  VenaUe, 
Pnmds  Walker,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joeeidi  Winston. 

A  message  from  (he  Etenate'  informed  die  House 


[H.  ofH. 


that,  the  YioB  PsEBf&rarr  being  absent,  Ae  Be> 
nate  hare  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  the  Prbsibiiit 
pro  temponj  and  Kalpu  Izakd  baa  been  doly 

elected. 

The  House  proceeded  to  eonaider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  mt^M 
"An  act  making  farther  provisicu  for  seeuriiw 
and  collecting  the  duties  on  loreign  and  doma^ 
distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines,  and  teas;"  and,  the 
same  being  read,  some  were  ^freed  to  and  ouwrs 
disagreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  a  conference  be  desired  with 
the  Senate  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  amend- 
ments disagreed  to;  and  that  Mr.  Mdbbay,  Mr. 
Parker,  and  Mr.  Sedqwick,  be  appointed  ma* 
nagers  at  the  said  conference  oa  the  part  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  Mdrrat,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  provide  for  a  health  dScer  for 
the  town  of  Baltimore;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed. 

Mr.  FrrssiuoHS,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  nfenei  the.  memorial  of  James  Vanuxem, 
made  a  report :  Wherenpcm, 

Jtetolved,  That  the  Collector  of  the  District  of 
Pennsylrania  be  authorized  to  receive  from  James 
Vanuxem,  consignee  of  the  cargo  of  the  ship  Ar- 
gonaut, bonds,  with  sufficient  surety,  for  the 
amount  of  the  duties  oo  the  teas  imported  in  the 

said  ship,  payable  on  the  day  of  May,  one 

thousand  seven  hundred  and  oioety-five,  or  to  re- 
ceive su6b  of  the  said  teas-  as  may  be  now  on 
hand,  to  secure  the  payment  aforesaid,  at  the  oip- 
tion  of  the 'said  James  Vanuxem. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  inpur- 
suant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  FiTa- 
aiHONS,  Mr.  Goodhce,  and  Mr.  Foster,  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  corandttee  appnoted, 
presented  a  bill  concerning  invalids ;  which  wa? 
read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported a  resolution,  in  the  form  of  a  concurrent 
resolution  of  the  two  Houses,  concerning  invalids; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to 
the  committee  last  appointed.  * 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  pietition 
of  James  and  Shoemaker :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  to  entitle  the  said  James 
ana  Shoemaker  to  drawback  the  duties  paid  on 
the  goods  mentioned  in  the  said  petition,  in  case 
of  their  exportation. 

Ordered,  ThatMr.FiTzsiMON8,Mr.GooDHUA, 
and  Mr.  Foster,  be  a  committee  pursuant  to  the 
said  resolution. 

The  Sfbaker  laid  before  the  Hotise  a  Letter 
from  .the  Qovemor  of  Maryland,  enclosing  a  re- 
turn of  the  election  of  Qabriel  Odvall,  to  serve 
as  one  of  the  members  of  this  House  for  the  said 
State,  in  the  room  of  John  Francis  Mercer,  who 
has  resigned  his  seat ;  which  war  read,  and  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
Uiat  the  ^nate  insist  on  their  amendments  disa. 
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gned  to  by  tim  Hoase  to  the  bill,'  entitled  "  An 
aet  Tialrifig  further  proTisiMi  for  seeurio|f  and  col- 
lecting the  duties  on  foreign  and  domestic  distilled 
spirits,  stills,  wines,  and  teas and  agree  to  the 
ewference  desired  by  this  House  on  tne  subject- 
matter  of  the?  said  amendments,  to  which  confer- 
oice  the  Senate  have  appointed  managers  on 
their  part. 

PUNISHMENT  OF  CRIMES. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONS  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill  for  additions  to 
an  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  in  the 
United  States.  He  spoke  a  few  words  in  expla- 
nation and  support  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Nicholas,  Mr.  Gileb,  and  Mr.  Madison, 
spoke  wainst  it.  Mr.  Sedgwick  and  Mr.  Mur- 
ray defended  the  bill.  The  former  gentleman 
recommended  a  delay  of  the  bill,  as  it  was  too 
late  in  the  session  to  discuss  a  subject  of  such 
magnitude. 

Mr.  Ahes  rose  after  Mr.  Madison.  He  said 
that  to  postpone  the  bill  was  to  reject  it.  It  was 
saying  we  sliall  do  nothing  till  next  December  to 
prQvide  against  events  that  will  happen  in  the 
course  of  next  Summer.  He  thought  that  the  re- 
jection of  this  bill  might  be  attended  with  danger- 
ous consequences.  Had  we  forgotten  the  dis- 
graceful annals  of  the  last  year,  and  those  deci- 
sions the  black  records  of  our  dishonor?  Juries 
would  be  afraid  to  give  verdicts  in  these  cases, 
when  there  seemed  to  be  a  doubt  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, which  might  be  inferred  from  the  rejection 
of  this  bill.  Juries,  such  as  we  Snd  them  in  Ame- 
rica, (and  Mr.  A.  said  that  he  believed  no  other 
country  had  them  half  as  good,)  are  not  equal  to 
the  task  of  determining  points  in  the  Law  of  Na- 
tions. Every  question  of  this  kind  was  of  itself 
much  more  intricate  than  another  in  the  munici- 
pal law.  Nor  wilt  juries  find^or  think  themselves  ■ 
safe  in  such  cases  to  determme.  There  was  an- 
other difficulty:  the  general  authoritv  of  the  United 
States  was  so  limited,  that  it  might  be,  perhaps, 
no  easy  matter  to  put  a  sentence  in  execution. 
We  had  been  told,  from  the  first  authority — that 
of  the  pRBSipEKT — an  authority  which  in  no  Go- 
vonfment  but  ours  would  be  called  in  question — 
that  such  additional  powers  were  necessary.  But 
if,  after  this  notice,  we  reject  the  bill,  this  must 
damp  the  exertions  of  the  Executive ;  and  what 
if  we  shall  be  driven  into  a  war  by  the  licentious 
behaviour  of  some  individuals  ?  We  are  going  to 
throw  out  this  bill,  though  a  great  part  of  it  is 
confessedly  good.  Mr.  A.  likewise  adverted  to 
the  selieme  of  casting  out  bills  at  the  first  reading. 
This  gave  them  a  great  and  unfair  disadvantage. 
The  theorv  was  bad,  and  the  practice  was  a  com- 
mentary, tQat  made  it  appear  still  worse. 

Mr.  Baldwin  saw  no  nami  in  letting  the  bill 
lie  by  till  next  session.  It  had  been  laid  aside  for 
six  months  past ;  and  why  might  it  not  be  so  for 
six  months  hence  ?  There  was  no  more  danger 
in  time  to  come  than  there  had  been  already. 
There  was  not  now  time  to  do  justice  to  a  bill  of 
sneh  maniittide  and  importance.  It  ought  not  to 
be  crowded  into  the  taifof  a  session. 


[MAT,im. 


Mr.  Tracy  said  that  this  bifl  had  been  laid  by 
for  three  or  four  months.  It  bad  been  said  befor*. 
and  properly,  that  this  bill  was  towbe  decided  iqioB 
before  the  end  of  the  session.  So  that  gentlemei 
who  complained  of  its  being  now  inlrodoeed  had 
either  forgotten  or  did  not  give  it  an  ingenioiB 
opposition. 

Mr.  Nicholas  declared  that  he  had  never  heard 
anything  of  it  more  than  a  whisper  between  gea- 
tlemen  in  their  seats. 

The  House  wcie  impatient  for  the  question. 

Mr,  Wadbworth  said  that  he  should  not  detain 
members  long.  He  said  it  was  pretty  certaio  thai 
we  should  instantly  be  in  a  war.  Ten,  or  perhapt 
twenty,  American  privateers  had  been  fitted  oat 
from  one  port  of  the  Continent  to  cruise  od  Bri- 
tish commerce.  He  could  not  say  that  the  oewt 
was  absolutely  true ;  but  he  mentioned  it,  on  that 
sort  of  foundation  on  which  inteUigence  is  com- 
monly received.  If  the  Executive  cannM  hinder 
these  people  from  going  to  sea  in  this  way,  we 
must  be  forced  into  hostilities  immediately.  We 
send  an  Ambassador  to  England  to  secure  peace; 
and  we  follow  up  this  application  by  sendmg  oai 

ririvateers.   Will  any  nation,  in  sucn  a  case,  be- 
ieve  that  our  desire  of  peace  is  sincere  ?    Is  the 
seizing  of  their  iships  a  sign  of  it  ?   He  was  sar- 

f rised  to  hear  from  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
Mr.  Baldwin]  that  there  had  been  no  intentiou 
imderstood  of  takmg  up  this  bill  before  the  close  of 
the  session.  He  was  for  going  into  a  Committee- 
Mr.  Bourne  said  that,  since  they  had  begun  the 
discussion,  intelligence  bad  been  received,  but  be 
did  not  assert  it  as  positively  authentic,  that  eight 
Briti^  prizes  had  been  earned  into  Charlestfm  m 
one  day. 

The  question  was  then  put,  Shall  the  House  go 
into  a  Committee  immediately  on  this  bill  ?  and 
it  was  resolved  in  the  alBrmative— yeas  4^  nays 
32,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Fiaber  Ames,  Beat^,  Benjamin  BoniiM, 
Pel^  Coffin,  Jgfhua  Coit,  Heniy  Dearborn,  Willian 
Findl^,  Thomas  FttHononi,  Dwtgfat  Fntar,  Eukid 
Gilbert,  James  Gilloapie,  Alexander  Gilknit  Nkiute 
Gilman,  Henry  Glenn,  Benjamin  Ot>odhDe,  James  Gor- 
don, Andrew  Gregg,  WilUam  Barry  Grove,  Tboma* 
Hartley,  Jamea  HUlhouse,  William  Hindman,  John 
Wilkes  Kitten,  Heniy  liitimer,  Amaaa  Learned,  Fran- 
da  Malbone,  Peter. Muhlenbeifi,  William  Vans  Murray, 
Nathaniel  Nilea,  Andrejv  Pickens,  Thomas  Scott,  Theo- 
dore Sedgwick.' Jeremiah  Smith,  William  Smidi,  Tbo- 
mas  Sprigg,  Zq>haniah  Swift,  SUaa  Talbot^  ^'"^ 
Thatcher,  Uriah  Trat^,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Jdm  £■ 
Van  Allen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Peter  Van  Gaat- 
be<^,  Peleg  Wada^oith,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  ArtemM 
Ward,  John  Watts,  Benjamin  Williama,  Richard  Wina. 
and  Joeeph  Winston. 

Naib. — Theodoma  Bailey,  Abraham  BaMwki,  Tho- 
mas Blount,  Thomas  P.  Camea,  Qabiiel  Chriatie,  Thm- 
nus  Claiborne,  Abraham  Clark,  laaac  Colea,  WDIm 
J.  DBWM>n,  George  Dent,  William  B.  Oiles,  DaMil 
Heiater.  John  Hunter,  Matthew  Locke,  WiUiun  l^- 
man,  Nathaniel  Maoan,  Jamea  MadiMm,  Joaeph  Me* 
DowaU,  AlexandvMebane.  WiUiun  Montgonan,  Ab- 
draw  Moon.  JoMph  NeviUe»  Anthn^  Naw,  John  Nkbo. 
Ia%  AlexMidar  D.  Oir,  Jonah  Puker,  Francas  Pimkm, 
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Sobett  Ratherford,  John  SmSm,  bamA  Bmidl,  Tkamu 
Tredw«D,  and  Fntneu  Walker. 

The  House  aecordiogly  resolved  itself  into  the 
said  Committee;  aod,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 


MoHDAY,  Juae  2.  • 

Aq  engrossed  bill  to  extend  the  credit  for  teas 
imported  in  the  ship  Argooam,  and  to  permit  the 
export  of  goods  saved  oat  of  the  wreck  of  the  snow 
Freelove,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  Semte,  entitled  ''  An  act 
for  extending  the  benefit  of  a  drawback  and  term 
of  credit  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes," 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  Francis  Joachin  Van  Aken,  styling  himself 
Assistant  Jndge,  addressed  to  the  Ccttgress  of  the 
United  States,  and  dated  Orebro,  in  Sweden,  the 
first,  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
nioety-four,  stating  the  particulars  of  his  discovery 
of  an  art,  described  in  the  Swedish  language,  for 
extingoishing  fires,  and  imventiog  coi^Agrations, 
whether  in  war  or  peace,  on  .board  of  vessels,  or  in 
homes  on  Sre ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  Kst  to  the  Senate  for  information. 

The  fiiUowing  Message  was  raeeived  from  the 
PjUMDBWT  or  TBB  Uhitbo  Staics  : 
&mtlemm  of  the  Senatt  and 

of  ike  House  of  R^etmiaiivet  .• 

1  send  yoQ  certain  cmnmuRications,  raemt^  received 
ftom  Geovi^  wbash  materiaUy  chongs  the  {mapeet  of 
■flain  in  ^at  quarter,  aad  seem  to  render  a  war  with 
the  Cre^  Natioiu  mam  pntmbla  Uiaa  it  baa  been  at 
alVaBtocedent  period.  Wh^e  die  attention  of  Con* 
gveae  will  be  diiected  to  the  omsidaiation  of  mearaies 
sailed  to  the  exigency,  it  cannot  eseme  duir  obaarra- 
tioa  that  thisinteUignioebriBga  aftesnproofof  the  in> 
wiiBcien<yof  the  eziatinf  proviwniaofthelawatawaida 
the  efieetual  enltivatioa  and  preservatton  ot  peece  with 
oar  Indian  neigUms.  G.  WASHrnGTOM. 

UaiTso  Statki,  June  i,  1794. 

The  said  Message  was  read,  and,  together  with 
the  G<HaniunicatioB«  thereta  refened  to.  ordeiod  to 
lie  on  the  uMe* 

PITNUHMBNT  OF  CMMBe. 

Mr.  OooDRiTE  then  moved  that  the  Rouse  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  for  additions  to  an  act  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  against  the  United  States;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

The  first  section  was  then  read,  and  Mr.  Nicho- 
i.Afl  moved  that  it  should  be  struck  out.  The 
words  are  as  follows : 

"  If  any  person  shall,  within  the  territoriea  or  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States,  accept  or  take  a  commis- 
rion  to  aerve  a  Foreign  Prince  or  State,  in  war,  by  land 
or  eea.  the  person  so  oflending  shall  be  deemed  guilty 
of  a  high  inisdemeanor,  and  shall  be  fined  not  less  than 
— — —  dollars,  nor  more  than  — — ;  and  shall  be 
inprlaoned  not  exceeding    nor  less  than  — — ." 

The  mocioQ  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  one; 
yeas  39,  nays  38. 
Mr.  Nicholas  then  moved  to  strike  out  a  part 
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of  the  second  section,  which  punishes  a  man  for 
enlisting  in  a  foreign  service,  or  for  ^oiiu;  outof  the 
limits  of  the  Unit^  States  to  enlist  in  foreign  ser- 
vice ;  and  he  proposed  an  amendment  instead  of  it. 
His  interpretation  of  the  section,  as  it  stood,  was 
contested  Dv  Mr.  Kittera.  who  thonght  that  the 
seduction  of  citizens  to  enlist,  was  the  only  thing 
meant. 

Mr.  Sbdqwiok  was  of  opinion  vthat  the  ameodr 
ment  of  Mr.  Nicholas  would  authorize  ^Boen 
to  raise  aunies  in  the  United  States  for  foieiga 
s^vice.  He  did  not  think  that  any  man  in  that 
House  would  yriA  to  so.  He  was  eztremdf 
disappointed  at  bearing  the  gevdeman  speu 
thus. 

Mr.  BotrotNOT  thought  that  members  should 
endeavor  to  make  an  amendment  in  which  they 
could  be  unanimous.  He  mentioned  several  rea- 
sms  for  thinking  that  this  might  be  done. 

Mr.  Nicholas  hoped  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Semwick]  would  always  be 
disappointed  in  his  [Mr.  N.^]. sentiments:  as 
thev  were  almost  always  conttadictcury  to  those 
of  the  gentleinan  himsdi.  He  denied  the  inference. 

Mr.  lIiLLHOiHic  inuunned  that  it  would  be  dte 
highest  dis^iraoetothe  United  States,  to  suffer  any 
man  to  enhst  people  here  for  foreign  service.  It 
might  bring  this  cotmtry  into  a  war.  Thwe  were 
turbulent  people  in  every  country,  who  want  a 
war ;  and  we  may  be  involved  in  it,  undesignedly. 

Mr.  BoDRHB  thought  that  was  an  incon- 
sistency in  the  proposal  before  the  House.  It  it 
was  ijanocent  for  a  person  to  enlist  in  foreign  serw 
vice,  it  was  likewise  innocent  to  persuade  men  to 
do  it. 

Mr.  MnBRAT  bad  never  heard  any  arguments 
like  some  of  those  which  this  day  m\  from  Mn 
NicHOLAB.  Mr.  M.  was  clear  f<»-  patting  a  stop 
to  aU  recruiting  parties  for  foreign  service.  Were 
people  only  meetmg  to  form  the  very  first  demente 
of  a  civil  oompact,  they  would  have  a  right  t»  sar 
to  eaeh  member  of  their  sotuety,  that  he  shoudi 
not  enlist  in  any  ftweign  aerviee,  to  invade  a  na- 
tion perhaps  friendly  to  thein,  wi^out  their  coh' 
seat  To  countenance  recruiting  for  foreign  ser^ 
viee,  was  admitting  into  the  heart  of  the  country 
an  engagement  against  the  sovereignty  of  the 
country.  You  invite  every  species  m  corruption. 
You  invite  foreign  Sovereigns  to  corrupt  your  citi- 
zens, aad  to  subvert,  if  they  desire  it,  the  inde- 
pendence and  the  liberties  ot  America.  You  put 
It  in  the  power  of  an  ambitious  Prince  or  Suta 
in  Europe  to  erect  a  body  of  men.  in  the  country 
for  the  purpose  of  overturning  the  Constitution. 
SomeAiog  nad  been  said  about  the  principles  of 
the  Law  Nations ;  onr  own  experience  of  last 
Summer  and  of  last  Antnmn,  showed  that  oar 
Courts  of  Justice  were  incapable  of  enforcing 
them.  He  was  against  the  TCMntion. 

Mr.  Clabc  said  that  he  was  also  against  tbm 
motion  of  the  gentknas  from  Virgtaia.  Let  offip 
cers  go  abtcnCud  t«wa  the  art  of  wu;  bitt  Icl 
no  fxeiga  officers  cM&e  here  to  enlist  comaum 
soldiers. 

The  amendmeBtof  Mr.  Nicholu  was  rejeettd 
inthoat  a  divisioD. 
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,  A  motion  was  next  made  for  strikiiig  out  the 
fourth  section ;  bat  this  was  negatived. 

It  -was  next  moved  to  strike  ont  the  sixth  sec- 
turn,  which  stood  as  follows : 

•*Andbe^fMher  enacted.  That  it  dull  not  be  law* 
Ital  to  sen,  wi^in  flw  United  States,  any  Tsssel  or  goods 
flSfitaied  from  a  Prince  or  State  with  mioin  the  United 
States  are  at  peace,  which  vessel  or  goods  shall  haTe 
been  captared  by  any  other  foreign  Prince  or  State,  or 
1^  the  subjects  or  citixeru  of  such  Prince  or  State ;  un- 
hes  sncb  vessel  and  goods  shall  have  been  first  carried 
into  a  port  or  place  within  the  territory  of  the  Prince  or 
State  to  which  the  capton  bektog,  but  sudi  vessel  and 
goods  shall  be  canied  out  rfthe  United  Sttfes  by  Aose 
who  dull  have  tmtiight  them  in ;  and  the  sale  of  any 
vesMl  or  goods,  prohibited  as  aforesaid.  shaU  be  ntteriy 
vMd*" 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  said  this  auestion 
ought  to  be  cfMisidered  under  two  points  m  view : 
first,  as  to  the  right  of  France  derived  from  the 
treaty;  second,  as  to  the  expediency  of  admitting 
tlw  pnwtice,  iodependently  of  any  existing  right. 
As  to  the  right.  This  mnst  result  either  from  the 
ftlear  words  of  the  treaty,  or  from  such  strong  im- 
plication as  cannot  be  resisted.  It  is  evident  that 
die  right  of  France  to  sell  prizes  in  our  ports  is 
not  ffiven  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty.  The  only 
artides  from  which  it  can  be  pretended  to  be  de- 
rived are  the  17th  and  23d.  The  17th  article  is  in 
these  words: 

"It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  ships  of  war  of  either  party, 
and  privateers,  freely  to  cany  wheresoever  tlwy  please 
tt»  nqpa  and  goods  taken  from  dkeir  enemies,  &C.,  tbey 
mqr  hoist  sail  at  may  time,  and  d^wt  and  cari^  their 
prizes  to  the  places  ezpreaeed  in  their  conunismons, 
which  the  oonunanden  of  sndi  diips  of  war  shall  be 
eUked  to  show,"  «Stc 

The  true  construction  of  this  article  is  the  very 
reverse  of  the  right  conteoded  for ;  it  is  a  permis- 
sion to  conduct,  wheresoever  they  please,  the  ships 
and  eoods  taken  from  the  enemy,  without  paying 
any  duty.  It  is  evident  that  it  does  not  contem- 
plate a  freedom  to  sell  their  prizes  in  our  ports, 
tMit,  on  the  contrary,  a  departure  to  some  other 
place,  always  to  be  expressed  in  their  commissioa, 
where  their  validity  is  to  be  finally  adjudged. 
And  this  construction  is  given  to  the  article  by 
Mr.  Jf^ermMj  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  his  cor- 
Mspmdenee  with  Mr.  Morris,  our  Minister  in 
France ;  with  Mr.  Genet,  pages  63,  67,  where  he 
sftys,  "  the  article  does  not  give  the  rifht  to  sell 
at  all,"  and  again,  "  the  admission  to  sell  here  the 

Cizes  made  by  France  on  her  enemies  is  unstipu- 
ted  in  our  treaties  and  unfounded  in  her  own 
^ctiee,  or  in  that  of  other  nations,  as  we  believe." 

No  right  can  be  deduced  from  the  S2d  article 
but  by  construction  and  implication ;  the  terms  of 
that  are : 

"  It  shall  not  be  lawfid  ibr  any  foreign  privateers,  Ac. 
|»  fit  their  ships,  Jcc,  to  sell  what  they  have  taken,  or 
in  any  othw  ntauier  whatsoever  to  exchange  their 
Aip*,  merdiaadiM,  or  any  othaor  lading,"  Ac 

From  this  negative  stipulation  as  to  the  enemie* 
of  France,  an  amrmattve  right  is  attempted  to  be 
inferred  in  lavor  of  France  oereelf ;  but  the  infer- 
ence is  a  false  one.   Here  I  again  racar  t»the 


auAority  of  the  f<»rmer  Secretary  of- State,  whose 
reasonii^r  with  respect  to  the  right  of  fitting  M 
privateers,  applies  to  this  case,  the  right  to  sdl 
prizes  under  tnis  article  standing  precis3y  oa  the 
same  footing  as  the  right  to  fit  out  privateers.  In 
page  60  of  tne  printed  Correspondence,  Mr.  J^er- 
son  say^  after  quoting  the  words  of  the  artule, 
"  transiafe  this  from  the  ^neral  terms  in  which  it 
here  stands  into  the  special  case  produced  by  the 
present  war,"  privateers  not  belonging  to  Fruee 
or  the  United  States,  and  having  commisstoai 
from  the  enemies  of  one  of  them,  "  are,  in  the 
present  state  of  things,  British,  Dutch,  and  Spu- 
ish  privateers sut^tituting  these  then  for  the 
equivalent  term,  it  will  stand  thus,  ^  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  for  British,  Dutch  or  Spanidi  privaleen 
to  fit  their  ships  in  the  ports  of  the  United  Sttlet." 
Is  this  an  express  permission  to  France  to  do  it  1 
Does  the  native  to  the  enemies  of  France  and 
silence  as  to  France  herself,  imjdy  an  affimutiTe 
to  France  t  Certainly  not;  it  leaves  the  qaesiion, 
as  to  France,  open  and  free  to  be  decided  accord- 
ing to  circumstances,  and  if  the  parties  had  meant 
an  affirmative  stq>ulation.  they  would  bare  pro- 
vided for  it  expressly ;  tney  would  never  ure 
left  so  important  a  point  to  be  inferred  from  men 
silence  or  implication.  Suppose  they  had  desired 
to  stipulate  a  refusal  to  their  enemies,  but  notbiu 
to  themselves,  what  form  of  expressitm  wow 
they  have  used?  Certainly  the  one  they  hsTe 
used,  an  express  stipulation  as  to  their  enemies,  ud 
silence  as  to  themselves.  And  such  an  iaienlioB 
corresponds  not  only  with  the  words,  but  the  at- 
cumstaaces  of  the  time*.  It  was  of  value  to  ea« 
party  to  exclude  its  enemies  from  aiming  ia  w 
ports  of  the  other,  and  could  in  no  case  embarfw 
them.  They,  therefore,  stiputatedso  far routoallri 
bat  each  might  be  embarrassed  by  permitting  the 
other  to  arm  in  its  ports ;  they  therefore  woulo  not 
stipulate  to  permit  that.  TTiis  reasoning  prores 
BO  conclusively  the  non-existence  of  the  rignt 
to  fit  out  privateers  in  our  ports,  that  the  French 
Government  withdrew  their  claim,  and  instructeo 
their  new  Minister  to  express  their  appn**"*''!^ 
the  steps  pursued  by  our  Executive,  and  ordered 
him  to  recall  all  the  commissions  of  prirateert 
illegally  fitted  out.  Now  there  is  Dot  an  atpi' 
ment  against  the  right  to  fit  out  privateers  which 
does  not  apply  with  equal  force  against 
selling  wizes;  the  same  words  are  ns^  ib  ^ 
article  for  both  eases,  and  no  iaference  cui  j" 
drawn  in  iavor  of  one  which  may  not  equally  bt 
drawn  in  fevor  of  the  other.  The  right '» 
privateers  having  been  altogether  aSondonea  of 
France,  it  would  be  not  a  little  surprisiog  ih» 
the  right  to  sell  prizes  should  now  find  advocate* 
in  our  Councils.  , 
Admitting  that,  by  a  forced  constructioo^ 
either  of  the  two  above  mentioned  articles  of  tw 
treaty,  an  implication  might  arise  ^^^'^'^'^^'.^^^ 
right,  yet  if  the  stepping  bevcHid  the  line  of  »ti^ 
obligation  in  favor  of  one  beUigerent  Povei\  w 
deemed  a  departure  from  the  line  of  neutralitfi' 
may  well  be  asked,  shall  we  hazard  the  u^*^ 
of  peace,  and  subject  ourselves  to  the  "•'"jjjfi 
of  war,  by  inference,  impiication,  or  con»tn»t»a 
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But  let  it  be  conceded,  that  either  or  boSh  the 
articles  imjport  in  the  clearest  manner  the  right 
coDtended  tor,  I  am  ready  to  prove  that  the  treaty 
quo  ad  that  grant,  would  be  void  and  of  no  effect. 

The  treaty  between  France  and  the  United 
States  was  founded  on  principles  of  perfect  reci- 
proeity ;  we  are  not  bound  by  stipulation,  which 
was  intended  to  be  mutual,  if  France  was  not 
equally  bound  by  it;  but  France,  at  the  time  of 
ottering  into  this  treaty,  was  restrained  by  antece- 
dent and  existing  treaties  from  granting  to  the 
United  States  the  right  of  selling  their  prizes  in 
the  ports  of  France  j  the  United  States  would 
therefore  be  absolved  from  the  stipulation,  suppos- 
ing it  to  exist. 

These  several  points  can  be  clearly  established. 

The  preamble  to  the  treaty  in  question  has  these 
strong  expressions : 

"  His  Mogt  Christian  Mues^  and  the  United  States 
have  judged  that  the  said  end  could  not  be  better  obtained 
than  by  taking  for  the  bans  of  then-  agreement,  the  most 
perfect  equally  and  reciprocity,  and  hj  caretiilly  avoid- 
ing all  these  burdensome  preferences  which  are  usuallj 
•oorces  of  debate,  embanassment,  and  discoDteat,  by 
leaving  also  each  party  to  make,  respecting  commerce 
and  AaTigationt  Uiom  interior  regulations  which  it 
AaU  fad  moat  amveniant  to  itaelf,  and  by  founding 
tbe  adnuitagea  of  commeroe  soMr  upon  lacaimMsal 
utility.'* 

It  is  laid  down  by  Fatiel,  page  302,  that— 
"ASovcreijm  already  bound  by  a  treaty  cannot 
make  others  coiitnuy  to  the  first;  the  thiiigs  about 
whidi  he  has  entered  into  engagements  are  no  longer 
at  Us  disposal;  if  it  happens  &ut  a  posterior  treaty  is 
finmd,  in  some  point,  to  contradict  one  that  is  more 
anoent,  the  new  treaty  is  null  with  respect  to  that 
poiiit,  as  disposing  of  a  thing  that  is  no  longer  in  the 
power  of  him  who  appears  to  dispose  of  it." 

The  treaty  of  Utrecht,  between  France  and 
Sln^and.  in  the  year  171^  stipulated  in  the  15th 
article,  tdat — 

It  shaQ  not  be  lawful  for  any  privateen,  Ax^  who 
have  commusiona  from  any  Prince  or  State,  in  enmity 
wiA  eilhor  natioii,  to  fit  their  ships  in  AejpDita  of  one 
or  the  other  of  the  afineaaid  parties^  to  saU  what  they 
had  taken,"  dec. 

In  the  event  then  of  a  war  between  the  United 
States  and  Qreat  Britain,  France  being  neutral, 
we  should  hare  been  restrained,  by  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  from  setting  our  prizes  in  the  ports  of 
France :  the  reciprocity,  which  is  the  basis  of  the 
treaty,  is  d(me  away,  and  we  are  now  called  upon 
for  a  performance  on  our  part  of  a  mutual  stipula- 
tioai  from  which  the  other  ccmtraeting  Power  is 
bjr  treaty  and  the  Law  of  Natitwa  abswved. 

If  it  be  said  that  the  treaty  of  Utreeht  was,  on 
aecouDt  of  intervening  wars,  not  in  foree  at  the 
tioM  our  treaty  with  France  was  entered  into,  1 
will  remark  in  reply,  that  the  treaty  (tf  Utrecht 
was  recognised  by  Franee,  and  revived  by  the 
treaty  of  Paris  in  1763,  and  that  it  is  an  ackoow- 
led^d  maxim  of  the  litw  of  Nations  that  the  le- 
vival  at  a  peace  of  a  treaty  which  had  been  sas- 
peiided  by  a  state  of  war,  restores  the  contracting 
parties  to  the  !«amc  rights  aa  if  ^  treaty  had 


never  been  suspended.   Moreover,  in  the  treaty  o( 
Paris  of  1763,  it  is  said— 

"  That  the  treaty  <^  Utrecht  Anli  serve  as  a  basis  to 
that  treaty,  and  is  renewed  and  confirmed  in  the  best 
form,  as  if  it  were  there  irtserted  word  for  word,  so  that 
it  is  to  be  exactly  observed  in  future,  dtc.,  and  the  said 
parties  declare  that  they  wiQ  not  snfier  any  priTflegei 
favor,  or  indulgenca  to  sobnrt,  contrary  to  the  dwva 
tieaty,"  &c 

But  what  is  still  more  conclosive,  the  very 
treaty  between  France  and  the  United  States  re- 
fers to  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  as  being  in  full  force 
at  that  time ;  in  the  10th  article,  the  United  States 
are  restrained  fVom  disturbing  the  right  of  fishery, 
belonging  to  France,  "  on  that  part  of  the  coast  of 
Newfoundland  which  is  designated  by  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht,  as  the  rights  relative  to  all  and  each 
of  the  bles  which  Mlong  to  His  Most  Christian 
Majesty,  the  whole  conformable  to  the  true  sense 
of  the  treaties  of  Utrecht  and  Paris."  France 
was  at  peace  with  England  in  February,  1778, 
when  our  treaty  was  made ;  the  treaty  of  Utrecht 
was  consequently  at  that  time  in  Aill  force.  But 
France  was  likewise  restrained  from  granting  us 
this  right  by  the  terms  of  the  &mil)r  compact  with 
Spain,  which  was  unquestionably  in  full  force  at 
the  time  of  our  treaty. 

The  remarks  of  Mr.  Jtffenm  on  the  subject  (rf 
fitting  out  privateers,  are  so  applicable  and  pointed 
that  I  shall  again  quote  him :  page  60,  he  8ay»—  . 

"  Let  us  go  back  to  the  state  of  tlungs  in  France  ^  T 
when  this  treaty  was  made,  and  we  shall  find  several*y''  ^ 
cases,  wherrin  France  could  not  have  permitted  us  to '™  ■ 
arm  in  her  ports,  (he  might  have  added,  or  sell  our  a  ,  J^m 
prises.)  Suppose  a  war  between  these  States  and '  ' 
Spain.  We  know  that  by  the  treaties  between  France 
and  Spain,  the  fimner  could  not  permit  the  enemies  of 
the  latter  to  arm  in  hw  ports.  It  was  honest  m  her, 
therefore,  not  to  decefve  as  In  audi  a  stipulatim. 
utse  a  war  b^aea  thaae  States  and  Great  Brftafao. 
By  the  traatjes  betwean  Franca  and  Great  Britain,  m 
foiee  at  the  rignatnn  of  ours,  we  could  not  have  been 
permitted  to  arm  in  the  pcvts  of  France.  She  could 
not  then  have  meant  in  this  artide  to  give  us  sudi  a 
right  She  has  manifested  the  same  sense  of  it  again, 
in  ber  subsequent  treaty  with  England,  made  eight 
years  after  the  date  of  onrs,  stipttUting  in  the  16th 
article  of  it  as  in  our  22d,  that  foreign  {sivateeots,  not 
being  subjects  of  either  Crown,  should  not  arm  against 
eith^  in  the  ports  of  the  other.  If  this  had  amounted 
to  an  affirmative  stipniationv  that  the  subjects  of  the 
other  Crown  might  arm  in  her  ports  against  us,  it  would 
have  been  in  direct  contradiction  to  her  twenty-second 
article  with  ns.  So  that,  to  give  to  these  negative  sti- 
pulations an  affirmative  effect,  is  to  render  them  incon* 
sistent  with  each  other,  end  with  good  faith ;  to  give 
them  ordy  their  negative  and  natural  efiMt  is  to  reoiMH 
die  Uiem  to  one  another,  and  to  goodfoith,  and  is  dear- 
ly to  ad^pt  aenaa  in  which  France  faers^  has  ex- 
pounded them.  We  may  justly  conclude,  then,  tfiat 
the  article  onty  obliges  us  to  rmise  this  right, in  As 
raesent  case,  to  Great  Brit«n  and  the  other  enemws  of 
France ;  it  does  not  go  on  to  give  it  to  Franca,  other 
e^iresily,  or  by  implication ;  we  may  then  refuse  it" 

The  Treaty  of  Paris,  in  1763,  and  the  Treaty  of 
Commerce,  io  1786,  both  of  which  confirmed  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht,  stipulated  that  the  enemMa  of 
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the  two  Powers,  viz :  France  aod  Qreat  Britain, 
should  not  be  allowed  to  sell  their  prizes  in  the 
ports  of  either  party.  Were  there  any  doubt  re- 
maining on  this  head,  the  practice  of  France  her- 
self would  remove  it.  Her  edicte,  forbidding  the 
sale  of  prizes  in  her  ports,  while  in  a  state  of  aeu- 
txality,  by  anv  belligereat  Power,  and  directing 
her  veitsels  of  war  to  carry  their  prizes  into  the 
ports  of  France,  where  they  were  fitted  out,  would 
sufficiently  evince  her  construction  of  these  Trea- 
ties.— (See  Valines  Commentaries  on  the  Marine 
Ordinances  of  France,  pages  272,  277.) 

An  argument  has  been  attempted,  in  another 

filace,  to  be  deduced  from  the  Conventien  with 
he  Dutch  rc;lative  to  the  sale  of  prizes,  and  from 
the  second  article  of  our  Treaty  with  France, 
which  secures  to  her  the  privileges  of  the  most 
favored  nation.  To  this,  several  answers  may  be 
given — 

1st.  The  Convention  with  the  Dutch  was  a  spe- 
cial Convention,  relating  to  a  special  case,  viz: 
40  the  then  existing  war  in  which  both  Holland 
and  the  United  States  were  engaged  as  co-parties. 
NcHie  of  the  provisions  of  tlut  Convention  can 
relate  to  A  case  where  the  United  States  are  at 
peace.  The  circumstance  of  that  Convention 
being  a  separate  instrument  from  the  Treaty  of 
Commerce,  though  dated  on  the  same  day.  ex- 
plains that  it  was  intended  for  a  special  and  tem- 
porary object,  and  not,  like  the  Treaty  of  Com- 
merce, meant  to  be  a  permanent  compact.  The 
preamble  recites  that  it  is  intended  to  establish 
some  uniform  principles  with  relation  to  prizes 
•  madeby  vesselsof  warupootheircommonenemies. 
2d.  The  fifth  article  of  that  Convention  stipu- 
lates that  the  prizes  of  either  party  may  be  sold  in 
their  respective  ports,  as  far  as  may  be  consistent 
with  the  twenty-secood  article  ot  the  Treaty  of 
Commerce ;  which  article,  however^  provides,  that 
the  Treaty  with  Holland  shall  sot  m  any  manner 
derogate  from  the  twenty-second  article  of  the 
Treaty  with  France.  Now,  by  that  article  in  the 
Frencn  Treaty,  the  Dnieh  are  expressly  prohibit- 
ed from  selling  their  prizes  in  our  ports.  If  Hol- 
land, then,  docs  not  now  possess  the  right,  how 
can  France  derive  it  through  Holland? 

3a.  The  second  article  of  our  Treaty  with  France 
only  stipiibii  ',  tli:it  each  party  shall  eojoy  all  the 
priv-ilc-gi^'^  iil'ilir  niv-it  favored  nation,  on  allowing 
ihe  ^iiiin!  cririifji  iiiitioo,  if  the  concession  wascoD- 
ditiottal ;  lnii  i'"r;iiir_.',  as  has  been  showo,  cannot, 
consisti^nlly  ^viEh  ^^Liod  faith  and  an  adherence  to 
her  Tieatii;:^,  grunt  as  the  same  compeosation  in 
Mmilar  clrcums^tanci-s.  She  would,  therefore,  not 
be  emUtled  tp  Lhiii  jirivilege  granted  to  Holland  on 
terms  of  reeiproeity,  supposmg  the  jvivilege  still 
to  exist. 

It  remains  to  consider  this  important  question 
I  oa  the  ground  of  expediency.   Abandoning  the 
■   kkft  of  right,  18  it  expedient  and  politic  to  permit 
Am  sale  of  French  prizes  in  the  United  States? 

In  contemplating  tnis  point  the  determination 
ought  not  to  be  innuenced  by  any  prepossessions 
itt  mvor  of  one  or  antipathies  against  another  na- 
tioB.  The  trae  grovnd  of  national  policy  should 
be  taken,  and  the  result  should  be  that  which  ii 
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most  consist«it  with  our  national  interest.  Tbti  j 
the  permission  to  France  to  sell  her  prizes  ia  onr 
ports  would  be  advantageous  to  that  nation,  toi 
inconvenient  to  her  enemies,  will  not  be  denied. 
But  it  is  the  very  circumstance  its  thas  being 
advantageous  to  tme  and  incfrnTOiient  tootbeit 
of  the  belligerent  Powers  whidi  makes  it  met- 
pedient. 

Were  we  prepared  and  resolved  to  become  i 
party  in  the  war,  prompted  either  by  gratitudefbr 
oue,  or  resentment  against  another,  ot  the  Powen 
at  war,  it  would  be  proper  that  we  should  Police 
take  our  side  and  pursue  hostile  steps;  but,  if  the 
policy  of  the  country  still  points  to  peace,  and  in- 
vites to  neutrality,  it  follows,  indispensably,  tlai 
we  must  strictly  adhere  to  the  iiae  of  neutrality. 
There  is  no  intermediate  station  between  peace 
and  war.  Whatever  may  have  been  our  sena- 
bility  in  respect  to  iniunes  received,  policy  lias 
for  the  present  dictatea  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  a  pacific  system,  and,  aslongasthit 
system  shall  be  the  prevailing;  one,  consistency  le- 
quires  an  adherence  to  the  principles  it  inculntes. 
The  question,  then,  resolves  itself  into  this:  Istlte 
voluntary  permission  to  one  of  the  belligerai| 
Powers  to  sell  her  prizes  in  the  ports  of  a  nentnl 
Power,  while  the  same  privilege  is  withheld  froa 
others,  even  our  allies,  a  breacdi  of  neutrality  ?  A 
recurrence  to  writers  of  authority,  as  well  as  me 
reason  of  the  thing,  vrill  compel  us  to  answer  u 
the  affirmative.    Viattd,  page  498,  says : 

"  As  long  as  a  neuter  nation  noshes  to  enjoj  lUi 
situation  with  certainty,  it  ought  to  show  in  eveij  thtnf 
an  exact  impartiality  between  thow  who  are  at  wii; 
for,  if  it  favors  the  one  to  the  prejudice  of  the  other,  il 
cannot  complain  when  that  other  shall  txeaX  itM  U 
acQierent  and  associ^  of  the  enemy.  Its  nentnli^ 
would  be  a  fraudulent  one,  of  which  no  one  woflU  bt 
the  dupe." 

Mr.  Jeffenon,  in  the  printed  Correspondenee, 
page  60,  speaking  of  the  fitting  out  of  prirateers, 
says:  . 

"  Since  we  ara  bound  by  Tre^  to  reftaae  it  u  the 
one  par^t  and  are  free  to  nftm  H  to  the  other,  we  an 
bound  by  ifae  laws  of  neutnlity  to  refuaa  it  to  that  odui. 

In  page  67,  he  says,  that  the  permission  to  sell 
prizes  in  neutral  ports  is  unfounded  in  the  prac- 
tice of  France,  and.  he  believes,  of  all  other  oa- 
tions.  It  is  certain  that  France  has  passed  severe 
laws  against  it,  and  that,  were  we  now  at  wii 
with  any  European  Power,  and  France  neuter, 
we  should  not  enjoy  that  privilege  in  her  port* 
The  question  is  not  confined  to  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  it  is  not  enough  to  say,  "  We  bin 
received  injuries  from  the  former  and  baelts 
from  the  latter,  and,  therefore,  we  should  grant  i 
special  indulgence  to  one  to  the  detriment  of  the 
other."  Other  nations  are  seriously  affected  by 
the  deciaon.  Spain,  Holland,  and  Prussia,  ve  co- 
parties  in  the  mr  against  France.  (There  is.  iif 
deed,  an  appearanee  of  a  withdrawing  of  the  lat- 
ter, though  not  yet  ascertained.)  We  have  n* 
idea  of  going  to  war  with  the  first.  With  the  tiro 
last  we  nave  treaties  of  amity  and  commerce.  It 
is  not  improbable,  should  the  war  continue,  that 
Sweden  may  be  implicated  as  one  of  the  Con* 
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bined  Powers.  With  her  we  have  also  a  Treaty 
of  Amity  and  Commerce.  A  permission  to  France 
to  sell  her  prizes  will  be  a  special  privilege  Cor  her 
benefit,  to  the  injury  of  Spain  and  HoUand  cer- 
tainly, and  probably  Sweden.   Should  we  feel  no 

ruliar  partiality  for  Spain,  yet  it  oi^ht  not  to 
forgotten  that  she  lent  us  money  miring  our 
war  with  England,  and  combined  with  France  to 
aid  us.  Grratitude  should  sunrest  a  recollection 
of  the  services  rendered  us  by  Holland,  and  sbould 
f<M-bid  a  deparCure  from  neutrality,  which  would 
essentiaUy  ai^t  her  interests.  In  our  Treaty 
-with  Huland  it  is  expressed,  "  that  there  shall  be 
a  firm,  inviolable,  and  unirersal  peace  and  sincere 
friendship  between  the  two  countribs,"  Would 
it  be  a  sincere  friendship  on  our  part  to  facilitate 
10  their  enemies  the  capture  of  their  vessels  by 
permitting  tbe  sale  of  them  in  oar  ports  % 

In  r^ard  to  Great  Britain^  a  negotiation  is  now 
d^iendmg  for  a  redress  of  out  wrongs.  Whether 
or  not  there  was  sufficient  oaude  of  immediate  war 
against  that  nation,  or  whether  it  was  wise  io  the 
Giaremment  to  prefer  the  path  of  negotiation  to 
that  of  hostility,  are  questions  not  now  to  be  dis- 
cussed. The  path  of  negotiation  has  been  enter- 
ed, and  ought  not  to  be  deviated  from  till  it  has 
been  fairly  explored.  Would  a  departure  from 
the  line  of  neutrality,  as  it  relates  to  that  nation, 
be,  under  the  present  circumstanees,  ccmsistent 
vitfa  soond  policjr  ?  Undoubtedly  not.  I  would 
not  ibniiih'her  with  evoi  this  pretext  for  a  refo- 
m1  to  do  us  justice.  I  would  afford  every  aid, 
every  chance  ior  a  successful  negotiation.  I  would 
avMd  throwing  any  impediments  whatever  in  its 
way,  and.  havmg  acted  thus,  should  my  expecta- 
doos  be  disappomted,  I  shall  feel  myself  justified 
in  exposing  my  country  to  all  the  calamities  of 
wmr,  to  endeavor  to  extort  by  force  that  which 
justice  and  moderation  shall  have  failed  to  obtain. 

There  are  o^l^e^  cop^d*"*^'"""  arising  out  of 
the  question  of  expediency  which  claim  some  no- 
tice. The  sale  of  prizes  in  our  ports  will  have  an 
immediate  tendency  to  increase  the  number  of 
inirateers  on  our  coasts,  to  embarrass  and  distress 
our  commerce,  and  to  foster  that  spirit  of  priva- 
teering among  our  own  citizens  which,  at  the 
same  time  thatit  is  adirectvic^tion  of  neutrality, 
leuds  to  the  introduction  of  immoral  habits.  And 
here  I  cannot  fc»bear  once  more  quoting  the  for- 
mer Secretary  of  State,  who,  in  page  63  of  the 
printed  Correspondence,  says : 

"  Were  tbe  merdiaQt  vessels  coming  for  our  produce 
fartndden  to  have  any  arms  for  their  defence,  every  ad- 
venturer  who  has  ■  boat,  or  money  enough  to  buy  one, 
would  make  her  a  privateer.  Our  coasts  would  swarm 
wMi  tbem ;  tamSga  vessels  must  ceue  to  come ;  our 
eommaree  must  be  ■uppresfled ;  our  produce  remain  on 
•our  hands,  or  at  least  uut  great  portion  of  it  which  we 
have  net  veasels  to  carry  away  ;  our  ploughs  must  be 
bud  aside,  and  agricutture  suiqpended.  This  is  a  sacri- 
fioe  no  Trea^  oould  ever  contemplate,  and  which  we 
an  not  diqiosed  to  make  ont  of  man  enBipiaiasnee  to 
a  fabe  dafinition  gf  the  tenn  prtvateer." 

The  pernicious  consequences  above  described 
woold  equally  flow  from  the  allowMice  to  sell 
prizea.  Frmn  a  Tiew,  therefore,  ftf"  Ae  vhcde  sid»-' 


jeet,  it  clearly  reeuits  that  the  sale  of  ivizes  is  not 
stipulated  by  the  Treaty ;  that,  if  it  were,  U  wonU 
be  null,  as  being  repugnant  to  prior  Treaties,  tmi 
not  reciprocal ;  that  it  is  snfounded  ui  tbe  ymo- 
tice  of  France  herself;  and  that  it  is  inexpevt^t, 
as  directly  contravening  the  laws  of  neutialky, 
and  as  prejudicial  to  our  commercial  inlerestaana 
the  morals  of  our  citizens. 

Mr.  MA.DI80N  said,  he  sbould  not  follow  Mr. 
Shitb  in  the  long  argument  which  he  had  ex- 
tracted chiefly  from  the  Gorreapondeace  of  Mr. 
J^eraont  because,  were  it  admitted  to  be  ve^t- 
founded,  it  did  not  reach  the  true  point  to  be  de- 
cided. It  was  not  merely  a  question,  whether  w« 
were  bound  by  treaty  to  permit  the  saleof  Frendi 
prizes.  There  was  another  question,  whether  we 
were  bound,  by  the  Law  of  Nations  and  of  neu- 
trality, to  renise  th^  permission  t  It  had  not  Wen 
shown  that  we  were  botmd  to  such  refusal.  A 
neutral  nation  might  treat  belligerent  natitms  un- 
equally, where  it  was  in  consequenoe  of  a  stipu- 
lation prior  to  the  war,  and  having  no  partimanr 
reference  to  it.  It  was  laid  down  exmessly,  by  all 
the  best  writers,  that,  to  furnish  a  military  force  to 
one  of  the  parties,  in  pursuance  of  such  a  stipoiar 
tion,  withoiit  a  like  aid  to  the  other,  was  no  breach 
of  neutrality ;  and  it  amounted  to  tbe  same  thing 
whether  the  equilibrium  were  desUcyed  by  potting 
an  advantage  in  tme  scale,  or  takinff  a  privilege 
from  the  other.  Tbe  Bxecutire  had  expounded 
the  Law  of  Natjona,  uid  onr  treaties,  in  thia  aena^ 
by  leaving  the  sale  of  French  prizes  free,  and  fbr- 
bidding  the  sale  of  British  prizes.  For  the  Legii^ 
lature  to  decide  that  we  were  bound  by  the  lawa 
of  neutrality  to  forbid  the  sale  of  French  priitts 
alsa  would  be  to  make  themselves  the  expositors 
of  the  Law  of  Nations — to  condemn  the  expositin 
of  the  Executive — to  arm  Britain  with  a  charge 
against  the  United  States,  of  having  violated  tihmr  , 
neutrality;  and, what ougbtparticularlytobeavoid- 
ed,  to  arm  her  with  claims  of  indemnification  ft*  \ 
injuries  done  her  by  the  sale  of  prizes.  Such  a 
proceeding  would  be  the  more  impolitic  ud  extra- 
ordinary, as  it  could  not  fail  taetre  extreme  di^ 
gust  to  the  Frendi  Republic,  by  withdrawhw  a 
privilege  which  it  had  been  determined  coaUne 
rightfully  allowed  her ;  and,  as  the  British  Minia- 
ter.  Lora  GrenTille,had  emitted,  in  hia  eonTennr 
tion  with  Mr.  Pinekney,  that  Bntain  had  leuoa 
to  be  satisfied,  on  the  whole,  with  the  eondoet  of 
the  United  States  as  a  neutral  natitm. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Canriina,  observed,  in  attr 
swer  to  Mr.  Maoiboh,  that  as  the  gentleman  had 
given  up  the  point  of  right,  the  ground  was  sready 
narrowed,  and  rested  altogether  on  expedieiioy. 
The  gentleman  had  contended  that  he  (Mr.  S.) 
had  not  shown  that  we  were  bound  by  the  Law  ci 
Nations  and  of  neutrality,  to  refuse  the  permisshm. 
Mr.  8.  said  he  was  surprised  at  such  an  asaertin, 
after  be  had  quoted  from  Vattel  and  the  late  Bb- 
eretary  of  State,  the  following  paasage^  iriiich  he 
should  anin  quote,  as  they  had  been  so  sotm  fiir- 
gotten.    Fatte<,p.489,  says: 

"  Aa  long  as  a  neuter  nation  wishes  to  «aj<^  4mi 
ritnation  wiA  certain^, it ouf^  to  show  in  ewnylMkc 
in  axaet  tepaHlali^  hmmm  (hoaa  «*o  an  atwtf ; 
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fiv  if  it  lavon  the  one  to  the  pngudioe  of  the  other,  h 
ounot  comi^ain  irhen  that  other  shall  treat  it  as  an 
•dherent  and  aModate  of  the  enetnj;  its  neatrality 
would  be  a  fraudulent  one,  of  which  no  one  would  be 
die  dupe." 

Mr.  Jeffertm,  [lage  60,  speaking  of  the  fitting  out 
of  prirateers,  which  8taD<b  on  the  same  footing  as 
the  selling  of  prizes,  says: 

Since  we  are  bound  by  trea^  to  refuae  it  to  the  one 
party,  and  are  free  to  refuse  it  to  the  other,  we  are 
bound  by  the  laws  of  neutrality  to  reflue  it  to  that 


The  permission  to  sell  prizesj  certainty  favors 
tfie  one  party,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  other ;  it  is 
only  with  that  view  that  it  is  required ;  were  it  a 
matter  of  indifference,  it  would  not  be  asked. 
Vattel^  then,  shows  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  Law 
of  Nations  for  a  neuter  nation  to  grant  it ;  and  Mr. 
Jeffemm  shows  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
neutrality. 

Bat  how  does  the  gentleman  prove  that  it  is 
HOC  contrary  to  the  laws  of  neutrality  t  By  proving 
dutt  a  neutral  nation  might  treat  belligerent  na- 
tions unequally,  where  it  was  in  consequence  of  a 
^jralation  prior  to  the  war,  and  having  no  particu- 
lar reference  to  it.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  subscribed  to 
iitB  troth  of  that  doctrine,  but  it  was  the  very  re- 
verse of  the  present  case.  How  coold  a  case  of 
niecor,  stipulated  prior  to  the  war.  and  having  no 
reference  to  it,  apply  to  a  case  wiiere  it  was  ad- 
nutted  there  was  no  stimulation  prior  to  the  war, 
Htd  where  the  ^rmission  to  sell  would  have  re- 
farenee  to  the  existing  war  ?  The  gentleman  had 
mentioned  the  acquiescence  of  the  Executive  in 
the  sale  of  prizes;  but  that  proved  nothing.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  war  between  Prance 
uid  England^  the  agents  of  the  forhier  exercised 
the  right  of  fitting  oat  privateers,  and  of  holding 
prize  courts ;  as  well  might  it  be  said,  because  a 
«top  was  not  immediately  put  to  this  practice,  that 
the  Eizecutive  had  acquiesced  in  it.  The  fact  was, 
dint  these  subjects  being  new  and  difficult,  much 
^time  was  required  to  regulate  them.  The  Presi- 
nirr  had  applied  to  Congress  far  aid  to  enforce 
the  laws  of  neutrality ;  the  subject  being  properly 
before  them,  it  was  competent  to  them  to  prohibit 
every  thing  which,  not  beiw  granted  by  treaty, 
it  was  contrary  to  the  laws  ofnratrality  to  permit : 
this  was,  therefore,  precisely  the  case  where  the 
Legislature  ought  to  interpose  to  preserve  the  peace 
of  the  country.  Instead  of  arming  Britain  with 
claims  of  indemnification  for  injuries  done  her  by 
the  sale  of  prizes  already  made,  the  sanctioning  of 
the  practice  by  striking  out  the  clause,  would  fur- 
nish her  with  a  pretext  for  indemnification  for  all 
prizes  hereafter  sold.  France  could  not  reason- 
nbly  be  dissatisfied,  as  the  qtiestion  had  never  been 
determined  by  the  Executive ;  she  had  not  been 
iKnntiBfied  with  the  refusal  to  fit  out  privateers 
«nd  hold  eonrti;  and  yet  she  had  as  much  right 
to  eomi^n  in  both  those  cases  as  in  the  present. 
The  British  Minister  had  specified  the  sale  of 
Iffizes  among  the  causes  of  complaint,  as  a  deria- 
from  neutrality;  but  had  it  neen  otherwise,  it 
.wonld  not  alter  ue  propriety  of  the  thing,  for 
there  were  other  partaea  intewaiad  beaidealBiig- , 


land,  and  it  was  well  known  that  Spain  and  Hol- 
land were  dissatisfied. 

Mr.  HiLLBODSB  spoke  in  favor  of  the  clause. 

Mr.  GooDHDB  observed,  that  the  subject  Uf 
within  a  very  narrow  compass.  If,  by  our  tretiT 
with  France,  they  had  a  right  to  sell  their  prize 
in  our  ports,  there  was  nothing  more  to  be  said. 
If  they  had  no  such  right  by  treaty,  then  it  wis 
to  be  considered  how  far  giving  them  this  ri^ 
would  be  a  violation  of  our  present  nentrabtf. 
As  to  the  treaty,  Mr.  Jefferson,  our  late  Secretin 
of  State,  in  his  correspondence,  communicated  u 
'  us  the  present  session,  had  explicitly  said,  that  k 
'  such  claims  could  be  made  by  France,  by  vittoe 
of  our  treaty  with  them,  to  such  a  measure.  Aod. 
indeed,  if  we  look  into  the  treaty  which  Fruet 
made  with  Great  Britain  in  1786,  several  yews 
after  the  one  they  had  formed  with  us,  we  shall 
have  alt  doubts  removed  on  the  true  coDstracticm 
which  oti^ht  to  be  had  upon  the  article  mntiuHy 
existing  between  us,  by  virtue  of  whictt  such  a 
ri^ht  is  pretended ;  for,  in  the  treaty  they  made 
with  Great  Britain,  they  expressly  stipulated  thai 
in  case  either  party  should  be  at  war  with  aof 
other  nation,  no  prizes  of  the  one  being  w  at 
war  shall  be  sold  in  the  portK  of  the  other ;  coise- 
quently,  had  it  happened  that  we  had  been  at  w 
with  Great  Britain,  and  France  had  remained  io 
peace,  we  could  not,  by  the  article  to  our  treaff 
with  them,  have  had  s«ch  an  indulgence.  Iitdeed. 
the  ^ntleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  MADisoMjaeou 
to  give  up  the  right,  and  takes  it  up  on  the  groDiul 
of  expediency,  and  not  having  a  tendency  to  rio- 
late  our  neutrality.  Mr.  Jefferson  has  also,  in  bis 
correspondence,  laid  down  this  principle,  that  if* 
neutral  nation  granted  a  &vor  to  one  belli^neU 
Power  which  she  withheld  from  the  other,  it  was 
so  far  a  violation  <^  neutrality :  this  princii^ewis 
incontrovertible.  Mr.  Mauison  had  said,  wehad 
not  heard  that  the  British  Government  had  cam- 
plained  on  this  score  to  our  Minister  at  Loodon} 
but,  though  that  was  true,  it  was  neTerthdess  true 
that  their  Minister  here  li^d  made  com^laiiit  of  it 
to  us ;  and  Mr.  G.  was  of  opinion,  that,  m  settliag 
our  aeeonnts  with  Great  Britain  for  the  spcdiations 
they  have  committed  on  ourctnnmerce,toeywoaU 
bring  as  a  charge  against  us,  the  prizes  made  of 
their  vessels,  wnich  we  had  permitted  the  sale  of 
io  our  ports.  He  therefore  hoped  the  clausewould 
not  be  strickeui  out,  agreeably  to  the  motion  for 
that  purpose.  Mr.  G.  further  observed,  that  il 
had  given  him  much  pain  to  see  so  many  amend- 
ments  proposed  iu  the  progress  of  this  bill,  to  de- 
prive the  Executive  and  Judicial  powers  of  this 
Government  from  being  vested  with  that  authoritT 
so  essentially  necessary  to  restrain  the  licentioos 
from  committing  such  acts  as  unquestitwihlT 
hazarded  the  tranquility  of  our  country. 

Mr.  NioHOLAB  and  Mr.  Tract  also  spoke,  sw 
Mr.  Madisom  rose  in  explanation. 

For  atrifcing  nnt  t\t^  ''WxkM  4fi   itgiinnf  it  37. 
some  farther  discussion,  the  ConunittM 
rose,  and  the  Chairman  reported  the  bUl,  *i» 
amendments. 

The  Honse  proceeded  to  conaider  the  said  amead; 
ments ;  wherenpoo  amendiMttis  to  the  first,  thiMt 
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and  fourth  sections  of  the  said  bill  being  twice 
read,  were,  oti  the  questioo  sevenlly  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  ameodment  to  the  sixth  section  of  the  said 
bill  being  twice  read,  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the 
said  section,  in  the  words  following : 

"  And  be  it  fitrtker  enaded,  That  Uahdl  notbehv- 
Adto  mU,  within  the  Uiuted  Sferiso,  any  tcnbI  or  goods 
captured  ftocn  a  Prince  or  State,  or  finm  the  rabjeot*  or 
citanw  of  a  Prines  or  Stale  with  whioh  the  United 
States  an  at  peace,  which  vessel  or  goods  shsU  have 
been  esptored  by  any  other  finreign  Piinee  or  State,  or 
fay  the  sol^ects  or  dtixens  of  locfa  PriDce  or  State,  un- ' 
lets  sufih  vessel  and  goods  shaU  have  been  first  earned 
into  a  port  or  j^ace  within  the  tenitOfy  of  the  Prince  or 
State  to  wbich  the  captors  belong;  bat  sack  vessel  and 
ffooda  dnU  be  earned  out  of  the  United  States  1^  those 
whoahall  have  broBght  them  in.  Andthe  saleofany  ves- 
ssl  or  goods,  prohibited  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  utteriy  void." 

On  the  (question  that  the  Hoose  do  agree  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in  the  said 
amendment,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  48,  nays  38,  as  follows: 

Tub. — TheodoruB  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Tho- 
mas Blmmt,  Thomaa  P.  Ckmw,  Thonua  ChubcNrne, 
Abnham  Claric,  Isaac  Cedes,  WilKain  J.  Dawson,  Henry 
Deaibom,  George  Dent,  William  Fmdley,  WilUsm  B. 
Giles,  Alexander  Gillon,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Andrew 
Qii^,  Samuel  Griffin,  Willism  Bsrry  Grove,  George 
Hancock,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister,  John  Hunt- 
er, Matthew  Locke,  William  Lyman,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
James  Madison,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane, 
William  MontgMnery,  Andrew  Moore,  Peter  Mnhlen- 
b«g,  imaph  Neville,  Anthony  New,  John  Nidiolas, 
Alexander  D.  Orr,  Jonah  Fuker,  Andrew  Pickens, 
Fnmcis  Preston,  Robert  Rather1i»d,  Thomas  Scott, 
JtAm  Smilie,  Isiiwd  Smith,  Thomas  Sprigg,  Thomas 
Trwhrell,  Plulip  Van  Cortlandt,  Abtdiam  Venable. 
Francis  Walker,  Benjamin  Williams,  and  Richard 
Winn. 

Nais. — -Fisher  Ames,  James  Armstrong,  John  Beat- 
ty,  Elias  Bondinot,  Benjamin  Bourne,  David  Cobb, 
Peks  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas 
Fitzrimons,  Dwight  Foster,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  James  Gil- 
lespie, Ben^  Glenn,  Beimmin  Goodhue,  James  Gor- 
don, James  Htllhouse,  WiUiam  Hindman,  John  Wilkes 
Kittera,  Henry  LaUmer,  Amasa  Learned,  Francis  Mel- 
bone,  William  Vans  Murray,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jere- 
miah Smith, William  Smith,  Zepfaaniah  Swift,  Silas  Tsl- 
bot,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tmcy,  Jonathan  Tram- 
ball,  16hn  E.  Von  Allen,  Peter  Van  Ooasbec^,  Prieg 
Wadsworth,  Jeremiah  WadsworthfArtemas  Ward,  John 
Watte,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

The  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  was  then 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 


Tdbsdav.  June  3. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  befoK  the  House  a  Lettee 
from  Arthur  Sl  Clair,  Governor  of  the  Territory 
of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
requesting  a  speedy  decision  on  the  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of 
the  hilnre  m  the  eiqwditran  carried  on  against  the 
Western  Indians,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hoodred  ai^  ninety-one ;  whieh  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Scott  moved  that  certain' papers  should  be 
printed.  On  them  had  been  founded  the  report  of 
the  committee,  as  to  t:.e  failure  of  St  Chur's  ex- 
pedition. 

Mr.  Clabk  thought  that  it  would  be  better  to 
send  the  wh(^e  papers  up  with  the  box  that  con- 
tained them  to  Washington  coonty,  whi<^  the 
member  [Mr.  Scott,]  came  fronL  and  if  one  or 
two  persons  there  wanted  to  read  them,  they  might 
do  it  manuscript. 

Mr.  Dayton  took  the  box  which  held  the  papen, 
and  emptied  it  on  the  floor.  They  made  up  a 
□umber  of  large  bundles. 

Mr.  9c0TT  thought  that  it  would  he  very  easy 
to  print  them.  It  was  observed,  that  before  papers 
were  ordered  to  be  printed,  it  was  a  role  oi^^e 
House  to  have  them  read.  The  reading  would 
take  at  least  a  week,  though  the  House  were  to 
do  nothing  else.   The  motion  was  negatived. 

Hetolvea.  That  the  resolution  of  the  tweuOr-fitit 
ultimo,  autnorizing  the  Pbbbidbnt  of  the  Senate 
and  SpBAKBB  of  thW  Hoiue  of  Representative*  to 
close  the  present  session,  by  adjonming  their  re- 
spective Houses  on  this  day,  be  repealed;  and  that, 
instead  thereof,  they  be  authorized  to  adionm  their 
respeetire  Houses  on  Thursday,  the  finh  instan^ 
to  meet  on  that  by  law  appointed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  curry 
the  said  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desiref  their 
concurrence. 

A  message  I'rom  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendmenta 
disagreed  to  by  this  House,  and  insisted  on  by  the 
Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  securing  and  collecting  the  da- 
ties  on  foreign  and  domestic  distilled  spirits,  stilb, 
wines,  and  teas,"  and  do  agree  to  the  said  amend- 
ments, with  certain  modifieationsof  the8ame,agne> 
ably  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conferenee. 

The  House  proceeded  to  e<msideT  the  said  mes- 
sage: Whereupon 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  all  the 
modifications  of  the  said  amendmento,  as  proposed 
by  the  committee  of  conferenee.  except  the  amend- 
ment to  the  twelfth  section ;  and  that  the  Senate 
be  informed  that  this  House  have,  in  their  first 
proceeding  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
agreed  to  the  amendment  to  the  said  twelfth  sec- 
tion, as  originally  proposed  by  the  Senate. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  coQceraiog  invalids ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  ^at  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  faill 
under  consideration,  and  made  an  amendment 
thereto,  which  was  twice  read ;  and,  on  the  qoea* 
tion  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

<hrde^^ed^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  today. 

The  Hotiae  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  report  a  state  of  facts,  with  Ibeir 
opmioa  thereon,  relative  to  a  settlement  made  by 
the  State  of  North  Can^ina,  for  certain  ehiim* 
against  the  United  States ;  and,  after  some  time 

S«at  thereiii,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
ommiltee  had  had  the  said  report  under  etmsiter- 
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ation,  and  made  some  process  therein..  Aad  on  the 
question  that  the  Comnuttee  of  the  Whole  House 
aave  leave  to  sit  a^ain  on  the  said  repoit,  it  passed 
in  the  neffative. 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Houbc  on  the  bill  to  make  further  com- 
pcDsatioo  for  the  services  of  the  late  Robert  For- 
ajth,  Maralnl  of  Georgia ;  and,  after  some  time 
flpent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  cmuidera- 
tion,  and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to  day. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
^e  Whole  House  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the 
•et,  entitled  "  An  act  to  promote  the  progress  of 
Useful  Arts ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  bill  under  craisideration,  and  made  an 
amendment  thereto ;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to  day- 
It  was  ao  read  and  passed. 

Ortfarad,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  appropriating  any  meneys  not  al- 
ready appropriated,  andthatMr.  FiTS!8iM0Na,Mr. 
8in«wioK,  and  Mr.  Hillhouse,  be  the  said  com- 
mittae. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
fiwn  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
.ug  a  general  abstract  of  the  exports  of  the  tTnited 
Stetes  for  one  year,  ending  on  tne  thirtieth  of  Sep- 
tonber,  one  thousand  se^ven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  }  also,  two  summary  statements,  for  the  same 
period,  exhibiting  the  value  of  the  exports  from 
each  State,  and  a  view  of  the  exportation  to  all  the 
foreign  Dominions  with  whom  the  United  States 
maintain  a  commercial  intercourse ;  which  were 
lead,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Semite  informed  the  House, 
<hat  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  «  An 
,ltet  laying  certain  duties  upon  snuff  and  refined 
stigars,"  with  several  amendments;  to  which  they 
"desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  House 
then  wKeeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments, 
and,  toe  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

The  House  agam  resfdved  it^f  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making 
certain  alterations  in  the  act  for  establishing  the 
Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  aJtering 
the  time  and  place  of  holding  certain  Courlsjand, 
after  some  time  spent  therem,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  again  had  the  said 
mil  under  consideration,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments thereto,  which  were  severally  twice  r«ad, 
Md  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
nwts,  be  eagrossed,  and  read  tbe  third  time  to- 
tnorrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  make  fUrtber  ctHiiLpMaatioa 
vforjl^e  services  of  the  late  Robert  Fonyth,  Mar- 
<ahal'«f  Georgia,  was  read  the  third  tine,  and  on 
4be  qoestion  that  the  said  bill  do  pass,  it  was  re- 
.^ved  io  the  affinnative— ^cas  46,  nays  86,  *s  fd- 


Tus. — Fisher  Ames,  Jamw  Armatrong,  Abnhia 
Baldwin,  John  Beat^,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Thonui  P. 
Games,  David  Cobb,  Pe)^  Coffin,  William  J.  Diw- 
Bon,  Jonathan  Davton,  Wil&m  Fiodley,  Thomsi  Fib- 
Simons,  Dwight  Foster,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  Ntcholu  Gil- 
man,  Henry  Glenn,  Andrew  Gregg,  SamueJ  Griffin, 
WiUiam  Barry  Grove,  Thomas  Hartley,  WilliaiD  Hind- 
man,  John  Hunter,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Ben^Ltti- 
mer,  Amasa  Learned,  WiiUam  Lyman,  FranctB  Mil- 
bone,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Mom^,  Joad  ' 
Psrker,  Andrew  Pickens,  Robert  Ruthorfnd.  Thtnii 
Soott,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  John  Smilw,  load  %asA, 
WtUiani  6nuth,  Thomas  Snvigg.  Sika  Talbot,  Gmp 
TbaHArn,  Uriah  Tiacj,  E.  Van  Alian,  fm  ■. 

Tui  Gaasbeck,  Pebg  WadnMtth.  Jsnmiah  Wah- 
worth,  and  John  Waty.  \ 

NATs-^Thomas  Blouwt,  Ehas  Boudinot,  Thonm  i 
Clsibome,  Abraham  Glait,  Joshua  Coit,  Isaac  Cflla, 
William  B.  Giles,  Jaiaes  Gillaqpie,  James  Gonko,  ; 
iitat^  Hancock,  James  HilQkouM,  Matthew  Lecke,  I 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexsoder  Me-  | 
bane,  WiUiam  Montgomeiy,  Andrew  Moore,  Jot^  | 
Neville,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Fianraa  Pleston,  Jammk 
Smith,  Thomas  TredweD,  Abraham  VenaUe,  Fnndi  ; 
Wolkar^  Benjamin  Williuns,  and  Jos^  Wisifaa. 

An  engrossed  bill  concerning  invalids  was  read 
the  thira  time  and  passed- 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "As  I 
act  laying  additional  duties  on  goods,  wares,  aod  j 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States,aad 
on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels."  with  seTcral 
amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  coacar-  | 
rence  of  this  House.   The  Senate  have  also  agreed  | 
to  the  resolution  of  this  House,  to  repeal  tae  re- 
solution of  the  twenty-first  ultimo,  for  Uie  ad- 
journment of  the  two  Houses  ou  this  day, 
authorizing  the  PaBainsNT  of  the  Senate  aod  the 
Spbakeb  of  the  House  of  Represenutivee  to 
close  the  present  sessim,  by  adjoomiiig  their  re- 
spective Houses  on  Thursday,  the  5th  instaat 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  aom^ 
ments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  oititled 
"  An  act  laying  additional  duties  on  looas, wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  tfnited  Sutra, 
and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels;"  aad,  the 
same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to.  and  others 
disagreed  to. 

TheSpEAXEH  laid  before  the  House  a  Report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompaDywg 
an  estimate  of  the  sums  which  require  to  be  ap- 
propriated,  in  addition  to  those  provided  for  doraig 
the  present  session ;  also,  a  statement  of  tbe  ^ 
prooriation  of  ten  thousand  dollars  for  the  purpcM 
of  defraying  the  contingent  charges  of  "^'^^j 
ment ;  whicn  were  read,  and  order^  to  be  ref«wd 
to  the  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  1^  ^ 
preprinting  any  moneys  not  already  approprialH> 

PURCHASE  OF  6ALLETB. 

The  Houae  resolved  itself  into  a  Caaauim  ^ 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  to  anthorise  the  PxaaiMTf  or 
THB  Unitbv  Statbs,  doriw  the  recess  cfue 
present  Congress,  tocanse  to  be  purchased  oraW< 
a  mimber  of  vessels,  u>  be  equipped  asgw*f  ^ 
the  service  of  the  United  Statea.'' 
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'      Mr.  PaBkbr  mored  that  the  Committm  of 
Whole  House  be  discha^ed  from  the  farther  ctm- 

[  sideration  of  the  biU. 

Mr.  Mdrb&t  objected  to  the  motion.  They 

I  would,  ia  case  of  a  war,  be  very  useful. 

,  Mr.  Ltuan  wondered  that  certain  gentlemeo, 
who  Iwd  objected  to  erery  measure  for  arenging 

\  the  injuries  of  America,  were  so  forward  in  erery 

,  measure  that  would  lead  this  country  into  expense. 

,  He  contended  that  there  was  no  danger     a  war. 

,  He  had  just  received  a  letter  from  New  York, 

I  stating  that  a  vessel  had  just  arrived  from  Eng- 
land, which  brooght  iDteffigence  down  to  the  17tn 
of  April.  The  combined  armies  were  making  off; 
and  toe  country  from  which  we  have  most  reason 
to  fear  hostilities  is  internally  in  a  state  so  alarm- 
ing, that  she  is  likely  to  have  more  need  of  gal- 
leys for  her  own  protection  than  we  have  for 
oun. 

Mr.  HiLLHonsB  observed,  that  he  was  one  of 
those  who  came. under  the  lash^  asaverse  to  aveng> 
ms  the  injuries  of  America.  He  was,  however,  as 
independent  as  any  member  of  that  House;  and 
was  answerable  only  to  his  own  conscience  for  his 
conduct.  He  wished  that  gentlemen  would  spare 
such  reflections.  Inthepresentinstance,  the  remark 
was  unfortunate,  because  the  hill  did  not  meet 
t  with  his  approbation.   He  had  no  idea  that  there 
I  would  be  occasion  for  galleys  or  uiything  of  the 
■  kind. 

I  Mr.  Balowin  approved  of  the  proposal  for  the 
I  galleys. 

i  The  House  went  into  a  Committee  on  this  suh- 
>  jeet — Mr.  TBtwnoLL  in  the  Chair ;  the  motion  for 
'  oischargiDg  the  Committee  having  beenn^tived 
'  — ayes  35,  noes  37. 

Mr.  CuutK  rose  and  moved  that  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  should  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  .Pabeer  seconded  the  motion.  He  never 
knew  of  any  good  that  galleys  had  done.  They 
could  not  be  made  to  st^d  an  attack,  even  when, 
as  at  Mud  fort,  under  the  shelter  of  fortifications. 
As  to  himself,  he  would  think  his  house  more  se- 
cure with  no  galleys  at  all,  than  if  half  a  dozen 
were  lying  in  the  front  of  it.  Instead  of  a  de- 
fence, they  often  did  mischief  to  the  coast.  Priva- 
teers, or  ships  of  war, attacked  them;  and  in  the 
pursuit,  landed  and  burnt  the  houses  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. This  was  the  sort  of  defence  which 
they  afforded.  He  would  be  glad  to  hear,  what 
he  nad  never  vet  be«u  aUe  to  hear,  viz.  of  any 
serriee  of  any  kind  tliat  they  had  performed. 

Mr.BALDWiH.  The  gentleman  hasgothis  frigates 
and  fortifieatioas.  He  should  indtuge  other  peo- 
ple with  modes  of  defence  that  they  are  anxious 
jor.  If  they  are  of  no  use  ta  James'  river,  do  not 
•ecJt  them.  They  wUl  not  be  given  to  those  who 
do  not  want  them.  There  is  no  fear  that  the  Pre- 
aioeiTT  will  be  too  lavish  of  them.  The  Qeorgians 
were  vastly  the  better  for  than  in  the  time  m  the 
war. 

Mr.  FiTziHONa  affirmed,  thM  they  had  been  of 
rery  great  service  in  the  war.    They  were  of 
moeh  use  in  the  Delaware.   They  stopped  for 
moma  time  the. progress  of  the  British  aiifty.  He 
%ra8  iafoanedpf  ihialvgQntkibakvktiBiheaitaki 
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trust  as  much  as  he  could  do  any  body  in  that 
House. 

Mr.  Madisom  knew  not  what  omnion  to  form 
between  such  opposite  assertions.  Personally,  he 
was  no  judge.  Only  the  bill  could  not  pass  in  its 
present  form,  if  it  passed  at  all;  because  the  num- 
ber of  ^illeys  must  be  limited  by  the  act. 

Mr.  Sedowick  was  against  the  galleys.  He, 
like  Mr.  Hillhouse,  was  one  of  those  gentlemen 
who  came  under  the  lash  of  •Mr.  Lyman.  He  had 
voted  against  the  measures  referred  to  by  that  gen- 
tleman, but  he  was  also  against  the  present.  Far- 
ther, the  gentleman  was  entirely  mistaken  as  to 
the  quarter  from  whence  the  hill  came.  It  had 
been  supported  in  the  Senate  by  a  description  of 
persons  whom  the  gentleman  would,  to-morrow, 
be  calling  his  bosom  friends.  He  re|wobated  all 
reflections  of  this  nature,  andconeinded  by  re- 
marking, ^t  ''the  gentleman's  reputation  should 
be  unblemished,  who  caUs  that  of  other  people  in 
question.^' 

Mr.  Waoswobth  had  been  for  twenty  years  at 
sea ;  so  he  should  know  something  of  the  matter. 
He  was  for  the  galleys.  If  they  went  t^at  Mud 
fort,  that  was  not  any  fault  in  them,  but  an  im- 
peachment of  the  conduct  of  those  who  conducted 
them.  In  some  places  they  were  very  useful.  A 
vessel  of  this  kind  might  be  constmcted  that  would 
fight  all  the  privateers  of.  Bermuda.  He  thought 
that  the  inhabitants  of  North  Carolina  and  Qeergia 
should  be  iikdulged  in  their  wishes.  He  named  an 
officer  in  the  latter  State,  who,  durtns  the  war, 
did  more  mischief  to  the  British  by  gueys,  than 
was  done  bv  all  the  battles  fought  by  land  in  the 
country.  At  New  London,  where  he  lived,  they 
were  not  worth  a  rush  but  in  many  situations 
they  might  be  very  useful. 

Mr.  Mdbbat  likewise  replied  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Ltman.  He  came  under  the  same  descrip- 
tion with  the  member  from  Massachusetts,  [Ms. 
Sedowice.]  He  was  for  the  galleys.  He  gave  a 
description  of  the  construction  of  the  galleys  and 
their  immense  conveniencies  in  certain  situations. 

On  motion,  the  Committee  rose,  reported  pro- 
gress, and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 


Wbdsesdat,  June  4. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  certain  alterations  in 
the  act  for  establishing  the  Judicial  Courts,  and 
altering  the  time  and  plaoe  of  holding  eertain 
Courts,  was  read  the  third  Ume,  and  paraed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Pbb- 
BinBMT  OF  THB  Uniteo  Statbb  to  receive  ces- 
sions of  land  for  the  sites  of  light-houaes  and  bea- 
cons, under  certain  limitations ;  and,  after  sotte 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reptwted  that 
the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  con- 
sideration, and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

And  on  the  questirai  that  the  said  toll  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  time,  it  passed  in  the 
neantive.   And  so  the  hill  was  rejected. 

HMolvtd,  Thata  jointcommitteeofbothHoases 
be  appointed  to  watt  on  the  PaninBHT  or  tbb 
Umnn  Statm^  and  reqnetf  thai  he  wodd  ff»* 
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commend  to  the  People  of  the  United  States  a 
day  of  public  humiliation  and  prayer,  to  be  ob- 
served by  supplicating  Almighty  God  for  the  safe- 
ty, peace,  and  welfare  of  these  States ;  aod  that 
Mr.  BO0DINOT,  Mr.  Nilbs,  and  Mr.  Qorbok,  be 
of  the  said  committee,  on  tke  part  of  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  carry 
the  said  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their 
concurrence. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Nicholas  Rieb ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee 
had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made 
no  amendment  thereto.  The  bill  was  then  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-day. 

Mr.  FITZ8IMON8,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed^ presented  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  cer- 
tam  purposes  therein  expressed  j  whieh  was  read 
twice  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Se- 
nate, entitled  "  An  act  authorizii^  a  settlement  of 
certain  expenses  of  the  Commitnioners  of  Loans 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  no  amendment 
tbeketo.  The  said  bill  was  then  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill^  entitled  "  An 
act  laying  duties  on  licenses  for  selhng  wines  and 
foreign  distilled  spirituous  liquors  by  retaUj"  with 
several  amendments ;  to  which  thef  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

"^he  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ihents.  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

■  The  following  Message  was  reeeiveafrom  the 
tPnasiDBNT  OF  THE  Uniteu  Stateb  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  Repraentaiivet; 
1  by  before  CongrsM  the  copy  of  a  Lettor,  with  its 
eneloeare,  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiaiv  of  His  Britannic  Majee^,  it  being  an 
answer  to  a  Letter  from  the  Minister  to  him,  bearing 
date  the  SSd  ultimo,  and  already  communicated. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
UviTiD  Statis,  June  4, 1794. 

The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments,  disa- 
greed to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  laTiur  additional  duties  onjofoods.  wares,  and 
meronandise,  imported  into  the  United  States,  and 

■  OB  the  tonna^  of  shins  or  veasek,"  and  desire  a 
conference  with  this  Hotise  on  the  snhject-niatter 
oi  the  said  amendments ;  to  which  conference  the 
Senate  have  appointed  managers  on  their  part. 

The  House  proceeded  to  conuder  the  forcing 
message.  Whereupon, 

Reeolved,  That  tVs  House  doth  agree  to  the 
conference  desired  by  the  Senate ;  and  that  Mr. 
ChLBB,  Mr.  Ltman,  and  Mr.  Davtom,  be  appoint- 
ed HMMgrn  at  the  lame  on  the  put  of  this  Hoaie  ■ 


The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  making 
further  and  mure  effectual  provision  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  Stales  f 
and,  after  some  time  spent  thereiiL  the  Chairmaa 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  bad  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  an  amendment 
thereto ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House.  The  said  bill,  witn  the  amendment, 
was  then  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PURCHASE  OF  GALLEYS. 

The  House  airain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
President  op  the  Unitbo  States,  during  the 
recess  of  the  present  Congress,  to  cause  to  be  pur- 
chased or  built  a  number  of  veiisels,  to  be  equipped 
as  galleys,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BoDDiMOT  said,  that  the  gaUeys  of  Voiice 
were  as  good  and  effective  vesseu  as  any  that  w«Bt 
to  sea :  so  much  for  galleys  in  generat  In  the 
last  war,  Uie  crew  of^  one  galley  took  General 
Prescot  and  four  hundred  men,  with  thirty  offi- 
cers, prisoners;  and  this  vessel  mounted  only  one 
gun,  an  eighteen  pounder.  He  wondered  that 
any  sentleman  who  had  gone  ^roogh  the  war 
could  have  forgot  this. 

Mr.  Gillespie  enumerated  various  advanta^ 
that  were  to  be  derived  from  this  kind  of  naval 
armament. 

Mr.  Giles  considered  this  mode  of  defence  as 
impracticable.  A  gentleman  from  Maryland  had 
yesterday  specified  a  situation  wherein  it  would 
be  impracticable  for  a  privateer  to  beat  a  galley. 
But  it  was  to  be  presumed  that  the  former  woDld 
have  sufllcient  prudence  to  avoid  such  a  situation. 
It  was  time  enough  to  be  at  sncfa  an  expense  when 
war  commenced. 

Mr.  W.  Smitr  said,  that  die  state  of  the  coun- 
try was  very  doubtful,  and  it  was  as  likely  that 
the  negotiation  would  end  in  war  as  in  peace. 
The  proposal  of  fitting  out  privateers  was  only 
conditifHial,  in  case  the  Prebident  should  jndge 
nece^ry.  ■ 

Mr.  Dayton. — If  this  section  of  the  bill  is  to 
stand  in  its  present  form,  it  is  wrone,  as  the  num- 
ber of  galleys  ought  to  be  limited.  He  did  not 
think  either  so  much  or  so  little  of  galleys  as  some 
gentlemen  who  had  spoken. 

Mr.  Giles  (in  reply  to  Mr.  W.  Sxith)  observ- 
ed, that  he  never  had  been  for  war,  or  for  any 
measure  that  led  to  it.  The  gentleman  had  in- 
sinuated that  he  [Mr.  Q.]  always  retarded  mea- 
sures for  arming.  It  was  extremely  indelicate  in 
the  ^tleman  to  make  such  attacks.  He  oi^hi 
to  gire  some  credit  to  the  assertions  of  other  man* 
bers  who  declared  that  they  were  averse  to  a  war. 
The  same  idea  had  been  often  advanced  br  the 
same  gentleman  during  the  session,  and  had  not 
been  adverted  to,  perhaps,  from  the  contempt  in 
which  the  charge  was  held.  He  was  against  the 
galleys. 

Mr.  BooKNB  nevn  yet  had  known  the  nse  of 
CaUejrs  is  Rhode  Ishind.  Oaeof  the  BiitJdk  g^- 
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leys  had  been  taken  by  an  American  packet-boat, 
which  was  commanded  by  a  gentleman  who  since 
bad  a  seat  in  that  House.  He  was  for  striking 
out  the  section.  Galleys  had  been  of  no  use  to 
the  British,  and  of  none  to  America. 

Mr.  QiLLBBFiB  was  for  ^e  galleys.  As  to  per- 
sonal reflectioiis,  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  them. 
They  did  not  suit  him. 

Mr.  Pakkbr  said,  that  he  had  made  the  original 
motion  for  strikine  out  the  clause,  and  he  adhered 
to  his  opinion.  Ten  or  twelre  galleys,  during  the 
war,  had  cost  Virginia  seven,  eight,  or  ten  nun- 
dred  thonsanddollarsforDopurpose.  it  wastrue, 
that  galleys  were  not  to  be  attacaed ;  for  they  com' 
monfy  got  into  such  situations  as  to  be  out  of  the 
reach  of  any  enemy  except  the  mosquitoes.  Bra  re 
men  would  fight  as  well  la  a  galley  as  any  where 
else  i  but  no  man  of  spirit  would  place  himself  in 
them.  Of  this,  there  was  melancholy  experience 
in  Vi^inia  durini;  the  war.  He  considered  the 
bill  as  nothing  but  a  usulesa  stuck  upou  the  Trca- 
sory.  He  was  ready  to  vote  for  the  building  of 
twenty-gun  ships.  But  he  beliered  that  the  dan- 
ger was  orer,  and  that  the  nation  i^ich  had  in- 
soiled  us  alrrady  would  injiolt  us  no  more. 

Mr.  GiLLOH  wished  to  limit  the  number  of  the 
galleys.  He  had  been  very  unwell,  whict  had 
bindered  him  from  altendmg  to  the  bill.  He 
hoped  that  the  explanations  of  some  eentlemen 
would  be  like  what  the  lawyers  call  a  oar  dinner 
at  the  end  of  the  term.  Tney  would  promote  a 
good  understanding. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  in  favor  of  the  galleys. 

Mr.  MAnieoN  wished  to  refer  the  clause  to  a 
special  committee. 

On  a  division  as  to  the  clause,  there  were  for 
striking  out — ayes  33,  noes  46. 

Mr.  Gillespie  moved  an  amendment,  that  the 
number  of  galleys  should  not  exceed  ten }  which 
was  agreed  to. 

After  some  ftirther  ctmrersatitHi,  the  Commit- 
tee rose,  and  the  Ghainnan  reported  the  ammd- 
menCs.  The  House  took  them  up,  and  ordered 
the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  was  read 
the  third  time  and,  on  the  miestion  that  the  same 
do  pass,  it  was  resolved  in  Uie  affirmative — yeas 
4&y  mtys  33,  as  follows: 

TxAS^Fiflher  Ame«,  Abrabsm  Baldwin,  J<^  Beat- 
Elias  Boudinot,  Thomu  P.  CamM,  David  Cobb, 
deg  Coffin,  Jonathsn  Dayton,  Wiltiam  Findley,  Tho- 
mas FitHimons,  Dwight  Foster,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  Jambs 
GiDespie,  Ataxuider  oillon,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James 
Gotdon,  Andrew  .Greg:g.  William  Barry  Grove,  Tho- 
mas Hutley,  WilUam  Hindman,  John  Hunter,  John 
Wilkes  Kittera,  Hem;  Latimer*  Araaa*  Learned,  Fran- 
cis Malbms,  Peter  Mnhlenbeig,  Willism  Vans  Murray, 
John  NiAc4aa,  Andrew  I^ekMis,  llwodere  Bedgwie^ 
'WilHtm  Smidi,  Zephaniah  Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  Gearge 
Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  J<matban  TmmboU,  John  E. 
Van  Allen,  Peter  Van  Gaaabeek,  Peleg  Wadaworth, 
Jfliemuh  Wadsworth,  Bei^ainni  WiDiuu,  and  Ridi- 
mid  Winn. 

NATs^Theodoms  Buley,  Thomas  Blount,  Beiua- 
mtjn  Boome,  Oabfiel  Christie,  Thomas  Claflxwne,  Jo- 
tkoM  Ce^  Isaac  Coles,  WiOiam  J.  Dawson,  Henry 


Dearborn,  George  Dent,  William  B.  Giles,  Nieboha 
Gilman,  Daniel  Heister,  AVilKam  Lyman,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Alexander  Mebane,  William  Montgomeiy,  An> 
drew  Mome,  Joae^  Neville,  Anthony  New,  Nauianiri 
Niles,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Frattcis  Pnston,  Robert  Su- 
therford,  Thomas  Bcott,  John  SmUie,  Jeremiah  Bmtdi, 
Israel  Smith,  Thoma*  Sprigg,  Abraham  Ten^Ae,Fnm- 
cis  Walker,  and  Joseph  Winrton. 


THDRsnAT,  Jtme  5. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  make  further  compensation  for  the  services 
of  the  late  Robert  Forsyth,  Marshal  of  Geo^ria,** 
with  several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  toe(HisiderthesBidameiid- 
ments,  and,  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  tO' 
An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  NichmasRieb 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

INVALID  PENSIONERS. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  resolution  reported  by 
the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  two  Reports 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,accompBnying  statements 
in  the  cases  of  claimants  for  invalid  pensions ;  and, 
after  some  time  sprat  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported diat  the  Committee  bad  had  the  said  reso- 
lution under  eoosideration,  and  made  an  amend- 
mnkt  thereto ;  which  iras  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Tfaeeaid  resolution,asamended,  wasagainread, 
and,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  as  follows : 

Reaolved,  by  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Remt- 
gentative»o/the  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  That  the  Secretary  for  the  De- 
partment of  War  bcj  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to 
make  out  an  exact  list  of  the  names  of  each  per- 
son  returned  to  him  as  invalid  pensioners  by  the 
Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts  of  tbe  United  States 
signing  themselves  as  Commissioners,  under  the 
act  of  Congress  passed  the  twenty-third  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-twoj  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the 
claims  of  widows  and  orphans,  barred  by  the  limit- 
ations heretofore  established,  and  to  regulate  the 
claims  to  inviUid  peosioos  f  and  to  return  to  the 
Jadge  each  district  one  copy  of  such  list,  stating 
particularly  the  district  from  which  each  person 
was  returned,  and  that  all  are,  by  Congress,  di- 
rected not  to  be  entered  on  the  pension  bst.  And 
the  said  Secretary  is  further  directed  to  return  to 
each  District  Judge  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  such 
persons  as  have  been  remrned  as  invalid  pension- 
ers by  the  District  Judges,  under  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, passed  the  twenty-eighth  of  February,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  entitlea 
"  An  act  to  rt^ate  claims  to  invalid  pensions,** 
distinguishing  those  who  have  been  i^ed  cm  tbe 
pension  list  and  those  who  have  not  been  placed 
on  the  same,  by  reason  of  their  testimony  being 
incomplete,  stating  particularly  the  legal  requinte 
or  requisites  wanting  in  the  evidence  of  each, 
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and  naming  such  of  them  whose  endence  of  lear- 
ing  the  service  is  not  lodged  in  his  c&ce.  And 
the  Judges  of  the  several  District  Courts,  upon 
receipt  of  the  above-deseribed  lists  and  statements 
fitom  the  Secretary  for  die  Department  of  War. 
are  hereby  directed  forthwith  to  publish  the  same 
in  every  part  of  their  respective  districts,  adding 
to  such  publicatioQ  the  time  when  the  act  regu- 
lating the  claims  to  invalid  pensions  expires. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Wbole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Se- 
nate, entitled  "An  actfor  the  remission  of  the  duties 
on  certain  distilled  spirits  which  have  been  destroy- 
ed by  fire and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  no 
amendment  thereto.  The  said  bill  was  then  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

COMPENSATION  TO  CERTAIN  CLERKS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "  An  act  allowing  an  additional  compen- 
sation to  the  Principal  Clerks  in  the  Department 
of  State,  and  in  the  Treasury  and  War  Depart- 
ments, for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-fonr and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Cnairman  re^rted  that  the  Committee 
had  had  the  said  biU  under  consideration,  and 
made  no  amendment  thereto. 

And  on  the  question  that  the  said  biU  be  now 
read  the  third  time,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  43,  nay&  32,  as  follows : 

Teis> — RrfiCT  Atnes,  Theodoras  Bailey,  Bemamin 
Bonme,  Gabriel  Christie,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin, 
WiUiftm  J.  DawBon,  Jonathan  Dayton,  WUfiam  PinA- 
by,  Thomas  Fitasimons,  Dwight  Foster,  Esekiel  Gil- 
bert, Nidiohs  Oibnan,  H«nry  Glenn,  Junes  Gordon, 
Samuel  Griffin,  lliomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Henter,  Wil- 
liam Hindman,  Henir  Latimer,  Amssa  Learned,  An- 
dsew  Moon,  Peter  MiUilenberg,  William  Vans  Um- 
mj,  Josqrii  Novflle,  Andrew  RcfceBs,  Francis  Presttm, 
Bobsrt  Rmhsfind,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Waham  Smith, 
Zrahaniah  Swift,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  TrumboU, 
John  E.  Van  AUen,  Philip  Van  CoiUandt,  Peter  Van 
Gaasbeck,  Abraham  Veoable,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Jere- 
miah Wadswortb,  Artemas  Ward,  John  Watta,  Ben- 
jamin Williams,  and  Richard  Wmn. 

Nats. — John  Beat^,  Thomas  Blount,  Elias  Boudl- 
not,  Thomas  P.  Cames,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Joehua 
Coit,  Isaac  Coles,  George  Dent,  William  B.  Giles, 
James  Gillespie,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Lyman,  Na- 
dianiel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Francis  Malbone,  Jo- 
seph McDowell,  WUUam  Montgomery,  Anthony  New, 
John  Niebolas,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Jo- 
siah  Parker,  Thomas  Scott,  Jc^  Smilie,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  Inraei  Smith,  Thomas  Spi^,  Silas  Talbot, 
OMtge  Thatehar,  Thnnas  Tredwdl,  Flaneis  Walker, 
amd  Je«eph  Whutsn. 

The  said  tnll  was  aeeordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

SUNDRY  BILLS. 

Ordered,  Thatacommitteebeappointedtopre- 
pare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  continue  in  force 
the  "  Act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  estab- 
lishment and  support  of  light-houses,  beacons, 
buoys, and  public  piers;"  and  that  Mr.BouoiNOT, 
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Mr.  WiLUAH  Smith, and  Blr.BaUAHixBonam. 

do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Giles, from  the  managers  appointed  on  the 
part  of  this  House  to  attend  the  conference  with 
the  Senate,  on  the  subject-maner  of  the  amend- 
ments depending  between  the  two  Houses  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  laying  additional  duties  on 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  thf 
United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  ves- 
sels," Qiade  a  report.  Whereupon, 

Remlved,  That  this  House  ^oth  recede,  in  part 
from  their  disagreement  to  the  second  amendmeat 
of  the  first  section,  and  doth  agree  to  the  same, 
with  an  amendment,  by  strikitig  out  the  wocdf 
"  one  cent  and  a  half,"  and  inserting,  in  lieu  there- 
of, '*  oue-haJf  a  cent." 

Btn^ved,  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  their 
disa^ireement  to  the  last  amendment  to  the  first 
section. 

Remtlved,  That  this  House  doUi  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  amendment  for  striking 
out  the  fourth  section  of  the  said  bill. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
mepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  continue  in 
force  dke  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  ascertain  the 
fees  in  Admiralty  proceedings  in  the  District 
Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  par-  [ 
poses;"  and  that  Mr.  BouniNOT,  Mr.  Wiluah  < 
Smitb,  and  Mr.  Beni amin  Bodrhe.  do  preparr  j 
and  bnng  in  the  same.  ^ 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  o( 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  appit^im- 
tions  for  certain  purposes  herein  eij^essed  ;  and, 
after  some  time  ^tent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Cfommittee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  eCHOsideration,  and  made  several  unend- 
meots  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  iht  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  cmtinne  in  force,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  "  Act  snj^ilementary  to  the  act  for  the 
establishment  and  support  of  light  houses,  beacons, 
buoys,  and  public  piers which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  to-day.  The  biO  was  sabseqaently  read  die 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BoDDiNOT,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited 
tioie,  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  ascertain  the 
fees  in  Admiralty  proceedings  in  the  Districi 
Courts  of  the  tJnited  States  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
eogroased,  and  read  the  third  time  to-day.  The 
bill  was  sttbsequently  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  messf^  firom  the  Senate  informed  the  Howe, 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  a  resolution  that 
the  resolution  of  the  third  instant  Tar  the  a^oum- 
ment  of  the  two  Houses  on  this  day  be  rescinded ; 
and  that  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Spue- 
EB  of  the  House  of  Representatives  be  aothortml 
to  close  the  present  session,  by  adjourning  their 
respective  Houses  on  Moi^ay.  the  ninth  instant, 
to  meet  again  on  the  d^  by  law  ^pointed ;  to 
which  they  desire  the  c<mcurrence  of  this  House- 
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The  Hoase  im)eeeded  to  consider  the  said  reso- 
lution, and,  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  resolred  its^  into  a  Ciwiiiuttee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  remonstrance  of  the 
.  people  west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  relative 
to  the  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported tbat  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  report 
under  consideration,  and  come  to  a  resolution 
thereupon ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  Hous^as  follows : 

Resolved,  That,  as  it  appews  from  the  commu- 
nications of  the  Executive,  that  the  right  of  the 
United  States  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi is  now  the  subject  of  negotiation  with  the 
Court  of  Spain ;  and,  as  it  is  ine  interest  of  the 
United  States,  and  every  part  thereoi,  to  come  to 
an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  right  io  that  mxide, 
rather  than  resort  to  any  means  Constitutionally 
beiooeing  to  the  Le^pslature,  no  further  proceed- 
ings snomd  be  had  on  the  sau  runonstianee,  dur- 
ing the  present  session  of  Congress. 

The  SpeiiUB  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  communicating  fur- 
ther information  rdative  to  recent  events  on  the 
Soathwestem  frontiers  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Letter 
fnHn  the  Attorney  General,  of  the  twenty-first 
ultiioo,  accompanying  a  table  of  costs  and  fees  for 
the  Courts  of  the  Umted  States.  Whereupon, 

Jtceolvedj  That  the  table  of  fees  reported  oy  tne 
Attorney  General  be  referred  back  to  him,  with 
directions  that  he  do  report  to  this  House,  during 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  such  tables  of  fees, 
and  regulations  relative  to  the  same,  as.  on  a  eom- 
puative  view  of  the  fees  taxable  in  tne  several 
States,  shall  in  his  opinion,  be  i^opex  to  be  esta- 
blished for  the  Courts  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion, 

Retohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
iaf  before  the  House  of  Representatives,  at  each 
annual  session,  within  ten  days  after  the  com- 
mencemeot  of  the  same,  a  distinct  account  of  the 
revenues  arising  under  the  several  duties  and 
taxes,  and  of  the  expense  attending  the  collection 
of  each  particular  duty  or  tax,  as  lar  as  such  ex- 
pense can  be  discriminated ;  and  also  of  the  num- 
'  ber  of  officers  emi^oyed  in  collecting  the  pul^c 
revenue,  and  the  allowances  made  to  them,  re- 
spectively. 


Fhidat,  Jime  6. 

It  being  suggested  that  a  mi^take  had  occurred 
'   in  the  enrolment  of  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  lay- 
ing additional  duties  ou  goodsj  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on 
the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels^"  on  motion, 

Resdv^y  That  the  Committee  of  Enrolment 
be  authorized  to  amend  the  enrolled  bilL  entitled 
An  act  laying  additional  duties  on  goods,  wares, 
ud  merchandise,  impoEted  into  the  United  States, 
and  fXk  the  tomusg^  of  mips  cv  vessels,"  by  striking 
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out  the  word  "  n«Kt,"  in  the  sec<md  line  of  the  first 
section,  and  by  insertinx^  instead  thereof,  the  word 
"  instant also,  by  making  a  corresponding  alter- 
ation throughout  the  bill,  and  by  striking  out,  in 
the  title  thereof,the  words  "and  on  the  tonn^of 
ships  or  vessels  f  that  the  engrossed  Ull  be  aiBMid-' 
ed  conformably  thereto ;  andthat  the  concurrent 
of  the  Senate  be  requested,  by  message,  in  this 
resolution. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  of  this.- 
House,  authorizing  the  Committee  of  Enn^ment 
to  amend  the  enroQed  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  laying 
additional  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  ton- 
nage of  ships  or  vessels." 

The  {Hresent  DooAeeper  of  the  House  having- 
omitted  to  perform  the  duties  of  hia  (rffice  for  some 
time  past, 

Resolved,  That  the  House  -mil  now  proceed  to 
choose  another  Doorkeeper  in  his  roc«n,  to  com- 
menoe  his  services  from  and  after  Monday  next. 

The  House  »eoordiDgly  proceeded,  by  ballot, 
to  the  choice  of  a  Doorkeeper ;  and,  upon  exasBtn- 
iog  the  ballots,  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the 
Wbole  House  was  found  in  fovor  of  Thomas 
Claxton. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Cmnmittee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  piovide  for  a  ' 
Health  Officer  for  the  town  of  Baltimore;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments thereto ;  which  were  severally  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
meats,  be  engrossed,  aaid  read  the  third  time  t»- 
day. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amcad- 
m&uts  reported  yesterday  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  HoMse  to.  the  bill  makiag  appropriations- 
f<Hr  certain  purposes  therein  ezpreaaHl;  and  Ae 
same,  being  read,  were  agreed  to.  The  said  bill 
was  further  amended  at  me  Clerk's  table,  and,  to- 
gether with  the  ammdments,  ordered  to  be  en- 
groased^and  re^  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Griffith 
Jones;  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereil^  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  report  under  consideration,  and  come  to 
a  resolution  thereupon ;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Removed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  aothtvizing  the  proper  officers  of 
the  Treasury  to  sMtle  the  aecrant  o{  Griffith  Jone^ 
as  not  barred  by  the  act  of  limitation. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fimdut,  lAr.  Bwirr,  Mr. 
Van  Allbn,  Mr.  Cja»WALADBa,  aod  Mr.  Cui»- 
TiE,  be  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  said  raaoln* 
tion. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  a  Health  Offic« 
for  the  town  of  Baltimore,  was  read  the  third  tiaac 
and  paased. 

The  House  ytuoewW  to  aoatidtr.ihe  tqpoft  of 


PrOcetding*. 


Digitized  by 


771 


mSTOBT  OF  CONGRESS. 


77a 


H.prR.] 


Registering  Seamen. 


[JOHB.ITM. 


tht  Sectetary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  petitkn  of 
^unuel  Prioleau,  which  lay  on  the  table :  where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  the  accouDting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  Ik  authori2ed  to<  settle  the  accounts  of 
Samuel  Prioleau,  as  not  barred  by  the  sutute  of 
limitation. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  ioipur- 
suant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Find- 
ur,  Mr.  SwiiT,  Mr.  Van  Allen,  Mr.  Cabwai^- 
DIR,  and  Mr.  Christie,  do  prepare  and  bring  in 
the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  concerning  invalids;"  also,  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  laying  duties  on  property  sold  at  auc- 
tion," with  several  amendments;  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House :  the  Senate 
hare  also  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  Ad  act  for  the 
more  effectual  protection  of  the  Southwestern 
frontier  settlers,"  with  several  amendments;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  fcall  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the 
chums  <tf  Griffith  Jones  and  Samuel  Prioleau ; 
which  was  twice  read,^  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time  to-daf . 

The  House  resolted  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  reports  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  tbe  memorials  of  the  Clerks 
in  sereral  of  the  Public  Offices ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairmau  repurted  that 
the  Committee  had  had  the  said  report  under  con- 
sideration, and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
as  follows : 

Reeolved,  That  Leighton  Wood,  Clement  C. 
Brown,  Joshua  Dawsou,  Joseph  Stretch,  Charles 
Tomkins,  William  Shepherd,  John  Little,  John 
Hiudman,  John  Matthews,  Qeorge  Mitchell,  John 
Thompson,  Miles  F.  Clossey,  Beigamin  Bankson, 
Philip  Audebert,  Benjamin  Betterton,  and  Joseph 
Parker,  Clerks  in  the  Public  Offices,  and  the  fami- 
lies of  Gleorge  Walker,  Jacob  S.  Howell.  Charles 
Wilson,  Thomas  O'Hara,  and  Matthew  Walker, 
also  Clerks  in  the  Public  Offices,  and  of  James 
Drnvisott,  a  Clerk  in  the  Post  Office,  be  allowed, 
out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  the  sum 
of  dollars. 

Orderecf,  That  a  bill  or  hills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Tbacy, 
Mr.  MoNTOOHBBY,  and  Mr.  Williams,  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments propoMU  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  laying  duties  on  property  sold  at  auc- 
tion ;"  and,  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of 
the  claims  of  GMffidi  Jones  and  Samuel  Prioleau, 
■gaiut  the  United  States,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments  proposea  by  the  S«ate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  supplementary  to  tbe  act,  entitled  'Ad 
act  to  pnniote  the  progress  of  Useful  Arts;"  and, 
Uw  WBa  being  rcao,  ware  agiMd  to. 


REGISTRATION  OF  SEAMEN. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  registration  and 
protection  of  American  seamen. 

Mr.  FiTZsiHONs  was  against  the  bill.  It  would 
be  extremely  Unfavorable  to  the  American  nari- 
gation ;  because  every  man  on  board  of  our  ves- 
sels, who  has  not  a  certificate,  will,  in  future,  if 
the  law  takes  place,  be  considered  as  not  an  Ame- 
rican. Therearenotone-tenthpartofthesailorsof 
the  port  of  Philadelphia  natlres  of  the  coontry. 
Tbey  are  the  fragments  all  nations ;  but  th» 
do  their  businessTor  the  most  part  very  well.  He 
thought  that  the  bill  had  much  better  be  laid  aside 
for  the  present.  There  was  one  difference  be- 
tween this  couQtry  and  Britain,  that  had  never 
yet  been  settled.  Britain  insists  upon  censidertng 
as  her  own  lawful  subjects  all  persons  bom  in  that 
country,  or  its  dependencies,  who  had  not  been  in 
the  American  service  at  the  time  when  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence  was  made.  This  difficul- 
ty it  had  never  yet  been  found  practicable  to  re- 
move. 

Mr.  Mdhray  defended  the  bill.  It  was  not  his 
intention,  when  he  moved  the  consideration  of 
this  subject,  to  promise  a  complete  system  in  this 
desirable  point— his  wish  was  rather  to  secure  the 
advantages  which  certainly  were  within  our  reach, 
than  duixotically  to  encounter  or  to  dinpute  the 
claims  of  foreign  nati<ma  on  tbe  point  wnich  the 
gentleman  had  alluded  to— Britain  rested  her 
claims  to  alleviance  on  a  feudal  jtrineiple,  that  no 
subject  could,  by  any  Qct  of  his  own,  by  any 
change  of  time,  place,  or  of  oath,  free  himseU 
from  his  allegiance  to  nis  liege  lord,  as  that  natu- 
ral allegiance  is  indissoluble.  He  contests  this 
principle,  so  inconvenient  to  mankind,  at  present. 
As  the  extent  of  this  operation  is  a  point  which 
cannot  be  settled  by  an  act  of  this  body,  it  most 
he  determined  by  negotiation,  and  a  conveniioa 
stipulating  the  precincts  of  nght  On  this  import- 
ant question.  As  to  the  argument,  that  those  who 
shall  not  obtain  these  protections  will,  though  re- 
ally Americans,  he  liable  to  impressment,  it 
would  ajpply  with  equal  force  to  any  other  period 
at  which  this  subject  should  be  taken  up.  ^  The 
very  nature  of  the  subject  precludes  the  uniform 
operation  of  a  law  of  this  sort.  As  to  time  and 
place,  seamen  are  never  all  of  them  on  shore — 
half  are  generally  aboard,  half  on  shore — it  is  not 
so  with  laws  operating  on  land  men,  who  are  sta- 
tionary, and  can  be  uniformly  acted  on,  at  the 
same  moment.  Besides,  this  bill  does  not  render 
it  the  duty  of  seamen  to  obtain  evidence.  If  it 
did,  the  argument  would  apply,  as  it  would  then 
be  concluded,  that  those  who  bad  not  protections 
were  not  entitled  to  them.  The  bill  only  enjoins  it 
as  a  duty  on  Collectors  to  do  certain  things  on  ap* 
plication.  This  objection  is  then  not  to  the  bill,  bat 
to  the  nature  of  the  subject  of  it.  Mr.  M.  stated 
the  circumstances  that  took  place  during  the 
Nootka  Sound  impressment,  where  so  many  Ame- 
ricans were  ignominlously  impressed.  He  hoped 
in  a  few  years  to  see  a  strong  line  drawn  between 
'  OUT  seamen  and  those  of  aH  other  nations,  and  be 
'  eonld  not  believe  but  tint  if  our  own  seamen  e«- 
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ried  oat  tnoh  eridence  of  birth  and  of  citizenship 
u  the  IhU  demanded,  even  the  British,  whose  in- 
solence had  been  so  recently  manifested,  woald 
pay  as  much  respect  to  such  evidence,  wuen  en- 
tered in  the  ships'  papers,  as  they  will  to  clear- 
ances or  other  papers  certified  under  the  authori- 
ties   the  United  States. 

The  ^neral  object  of  the  bill  was  to  protect 
seamen  n-om  foreign  impressment,  but  some  col- 
lateral benefits  naturally  wete  attendant  on  the 
main  object.  By  beeinnin^  a  registration  of  sea- 
men, the  country  wiu  in  time  derire  the  advan- 
tage of  knowing  the  number  of  seafaring  citizens, 
on  whom  she  may  rely  in  time  of  war — and  the 
monicijjal  rights  of  citizens  will  be  rendered  more 
seeore  m  case  of  intestacy  occurring  among  a 
body  whoaie  fond  of  change,  whose  names,  biniis, 
nd  place  of  general  residence,  being  identiiSed  be- 
ion  they  teare  the  country,  their  heirs  will  hare 
idditional  seeanty.  On  this  part  of  the  bill,  he 
would  remark  that  nothing  more  than  an  outline 
rfa  lai^  system  than  could  he  completely  or- 
Suized  was  intended.  In  time,  when  practice 
shall  have  poiated  the  attention  of  seamen  to 
this  subject,  a  very  good  provision  may  be  in- 
graAed  to  great  advantive  under  the  principle  ol 
registers,  the  obliging  ofcaptains  to  return  a  list 
of  the  seamen  who  may  come  home,  with  the 
raose  of  absence  of  such  as  may  not  return,  all 
of  whose  names  will  have  been  previously  re- 
pstered.  This  was  a  few  years  since  the  practice 
in  France^  and  was  an  attention  to  the  seamen 
«nd  their  mterest,  which  was  worthy  of  imitation. 
>s  it  secured  their  effects  and  ^ages  to  their  legal 
Rpiesentatives.  ThiSj  however,  could  not  be 
dime  till  usage  bad  fkmiliarized  both  captains  and 
»ilore  to  a  practice  of  registering,  from  motives 

immediate  personal  protection,  as  is  intended 
^7  this  bill.  The  Collector  of  the  district  who 
pes  clearances  to  vessels  is  obliged  1^  the  bill  to 
tnp  this  book,  in  which  he  is  to  enter  the  names, 
^  place  of  birth,  and  of  general  residence,  of 
«1  American  seamen  who  may  apply  with  well 
Wtesied  proof  of  the  fact  and  circumstance  of 
™th  or  of  citizenship.  After  he  has  entered 
liese  things  in  his  book,  he  is  to  make  a  short 
^morandum  of  this  in  each  case  in  the  clearance 
« the  vesselsj  certifyioc  that  the  memorandum  is 
ftom  authenticated  evidence.  He  is  then  to  give 
me  seaman  a  certificate  called  a  protection,  which 
"ill  likewise  be  a  short  memorandum  from  the 
endence  stated,  attested  by  himself,  and  under 
■ni,  and  then  retam  to  the  seaman  all  his  original 
pipers.  The  orwinal  papers  are  to  be  returned 
'^t  a  seaman  who  has  once  obtained  diem  may 
K  enabled  to  have  simikrnrotection  granted  him 
"  «ny  port  in  the  United  States  snbsequently,  if 
« thould  happen  to  embark  at  a  distance  from 
toe  place  where  he  could  most  easily  obtain  evi- 
«Dce  of  the  highest  degree,  that  of  parents  or 
neighbors  in  earfy  life.  Thos,  a  seaman  obtain- 
ing evidence  in  Baltimore,  might,  at  Boston,  on 
«iother  voyage,  be  assisted,  and  receive  a  protec- 
*>■■  He  win,  of  course,  feel  a  pride,  as  well  as 
wicrest,  m  the  safe-keepmg  of  these  papers.  They 
**u  prove  freqaeuly  tb2  means  <tf  ^teetion  and  : 
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'  aid  to  him  in  foreign  countries,  and  operate  by  a 
'  readv  association  of  interest  and  afiection  in  nis 
mind,  as  a  badge  of  national  glory,  and  an  incen- 
tive to  patriotism.  We  must,  at  least,  trust  to 
'  practice  for  protection  in  all  provisions  of  this 
sort.  We  mast  suppose  a  wisdom  in  Government 
that  wiU  avail  itseuof  that  tmst  wbicfa  practice 
never  &ils  to  su^^t  He  well  knew  there  were 
many  difficulties  m  the  way,  yet  he  did  not  despair 
of  partial  success,  though  complete  security  wer« 
unattainable,  as  long  as  the  rights  of  citizen^ip,-  ^ 
adverse  to  the  obligations  of  natural  alleffianee,a5 
it  is  called  in  Englaod,  remained  unsettled,  or  at 
least  not  recognised  between  this  country  and 
Great  Britain  by  convention.  If  we  do  not  now 
begin  the  system,  it  must  be  done  some  other 
time,  and  the  objections  he  had  heard  would  ap- 
ply to  any  other  period,  so  it  was  good  policy  to 
D^in  now  if  at  all. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  objected  to  the  bill,  as  at  present 
impracticable.  He  moved  that  this  CcHumittee 
do  now  rise. 

Mr.  Daytoh  sectHided  the  motion.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  we  were,  in  this  ease,  Itte  a  dwarf 
taking  the  standard  heiffht  of  a  fiiH  grown  man  to 
measure  himself  by.  AU  seamea  of  the  United 
States,  who  wanted  tlus  certificate,  would,  in  fu- 
ture, be  seized,  and  it  was  certain  that  many 
would  neglect  to  get  it. 

The  Committe  now  rose,  and  the  question  being 
taken  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
have  leave  to  ait  again  oa  the  said  bill.  It  passed 
in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
committed  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on 
the  memorial  of  Peter  Perrit,  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  same,  and  that  tha 
said  memorial  be  again  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  with  instruction  further  to  examine  the 
same,  and  make  report  thereon  at  the  next  session.  " 

SOUTHWEOTERN  FRONTIER.  ' 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  more  effectual  protection  of  the 
Southwestern  frontier  settlers whereupon, . 

The  first  amendment,  to  strike  out  the  first  thi««^ 
sections  of  the  said  bill,  being  read  at  the  Clerkfa 
table,  in  the  words  following,  viz :  i. 

"  Be  it  enacted  bv  the  SenaU  and  OmMetifJt^reaaii' 
<rfn>«  of  the  OmUd  SktUa  of  America  ui  CDnmlr 
owemUed;  That  the  Prendflut  of  die  United  Md» 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authoifaed  to  call  oat,  6om  ttat' 
to  ttme,  oeoulon  may  raqaiia,  any  Bambae  if 
militia,  belonging  to  the  Statw  of  Georgia,  South 
Caioliiia,  Nwth  Candiua,  Viqinia,  or  the  Territuy 
South  of  the  river  Ohio,  not  ezoeeding,  in  the  whole, 
ten  thoosand,  u  may  «t  any  time  be  \tj  him  thoDght 
necefsaiy  to  cany  on  oHennve  operotioiu  agaiiut  the 
Creek  and  Cherwee  nations  or  tribes  of  lodiiuu:  iV»> 
vid^  That  the  militia  to  be  called  oat  be  not  oootiaaed 
in  service  for  a  longer  term  than  nMHidii,at  any  «m 
time. 

"Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Pran-^ 
dentof  the  United  Statas  beanthoriudtoestaUiihsacli 
mOilary  ports  *a  be  nay  deem  neoemiy  for  tbe  penaa- 
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neat  Mcoiity  of  the  Southwestern  frontier  aettlen ;  and 
that  the  po«t%  ao  to  be  eatebliahed,  ahdl  be  gnuded  by 
troope  from  the  line  of  the  present  Military  Eetablieh- 
ment,  or  by  the  militU  from  the  State*  and  Temtory 
afereeud,  u  tfie  Pre^dent  ma;  judge  most  expedient ; 
and  between  every  two  of  the  said  posta  there  shall  be 
up  a  constant  patrol  of  mounted  rangers. 
Sko.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  miUtia 
to  be  emi^oyed  by  virtne  of  this  act  shall,  while  in  the 
Mnke,  be  entitled  to  receive  the  same  rations,  pay,  and 
tiaOiiug,  or  wney  in  lieu  Ibeno^  as  the  troope  now  in 
tlwMrvieeortheUaited  States  are  entHled  to." 

And,  in  lieu  thereof,  insert : 

"Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Kepre- 
aentativea  of  ike  United  Statetof  America,in  CongretB 
ataembkd.  Thai  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States 
lAall  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  anthoriied  to  raise,  for  three 
years,  nnleea  sooner  discharged,  widiin  the  States  of 
Oeo^a,  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina,  and  the  Ter- 
nUay  South  of  the  Ohio,  and  Virginia,  an  additional 
regiment  of  infimby,  consisting  of  one  thonsand  one 
hundred  and  fottj  non-commisrioned  officers  and  pii- 
Tates,  and  sdely  to  appoint  the  ooromissioDed  ofBoeia 
tksrsto,  and  organise  the  same,  according  to  the 
meant  EstaUishaMnt:  Provided,  That,  if  the  Preei* 
dnt  «f  the  United  States  shall  be  of  opinion  that  any 
part  of  the  legion  now  in  serriee,  whether  officers  or 
pdmtes,  can,  without  detnment  to  the  pnUic  sM'vios,  be 
tsansferred,  and  constitute  a  partof  the  regiment  herein 
provided,  he  be  authorized  to  make  such  transfer. 

"  Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  maeted.  That  the  non- 
commtssioned  officers,  privates,  and  muaidans,  of  the 
said  regiment  shall  receive,  as  a  bounty,  the  sum  of 
twenty  doUaza,  one  half  to  be  paid  immediately  after 
enliBtmen^  the  other  half  at  the  end  of  three  months 
tiiereaftcr:  and  that  they,  together  with  the  commission- 
ed oflosrs,  shall  receive  the  same  pay  and  allowances, 
in  aO  respects,  and  be  governed  by  the  same  roles  and 
aftidee  of  war,  ai)  Ae  oAertrot^*  ^dw  Ihdted  States.'* 

Mr.  Giles  expressed  the  utmost  surprise  at  such 
a  proposaL  First,  it  had  been  projected  to  raise  a 
standing  army  of  fifteen  thousand  men,  then  twen- 
ty-fire thousand,  then  ten  thousand ;  aod  now, 
when  all  these  schemes  had  been  put  to  an  end, 
this  regiment  of  eleven  hundred  and  forty  men 
has  appeared.  Proteus  never  assumed  a  greater 
number  of  shapes  than  this  attempt  has  done.  His 
jealousy  was  nifhly  excited  by  such  a  steady  ad- 
QMence  to  an  idea  so  extremely  offensiTe.  The 
people  «f  the  United  States  did  not  wish  to  be 
trodden  down  by  a  Continental  array.  How  this 
ayicndmant  misht  sit  on  the  stomachs  <^  some 

Sflsj  he  could  not  say  j  but,  if  he  were  oae  of 
gvoSlaBan  wtho  rejuFeaented  tbs  people,  from 
Dia  die  reBoiution  Jor  defiuee  mo  come,  the 
ameadiMatcif  the  Senate  wouU  sU  very  badly 
iitdeed  upon  his  stomach. 

-Mr.  NicaoLAB  said,  that  a  bill  bad  been  wanted 
taipretecf  tke  ixontien,  but,  by  this  amendment, 
tbti  bill  would  Motif^  thenr.  He  woMdered  at 
thA  peitinacitr  of  some  people,  in  adhering  to  the 
idea  of  a  standing  army.  Mr.  N.  enlarged  consid- 
eitbly  on  the  question  before  the  House. 

Mr,  McDowell  had  liTed  long  on  the  frontiers, 
and  he  believed  that  he  understwd,  from  personal 
experience,  what  was  the  proper  mode  oi  defend- 
ing them,  as  well  as  perhaps  any  gentleman  on 


that  floor.  He  was  against  the  amendmratt,  be- 
cause he  knew,  from  repeated  expenments,  that 
regular  troops  were,  in  this  kind  of  service,  mlto> 

f ether  useless.  The  militia  of  the  frontiers,  who 
new  the  country,  and  whose  habits  of  life  made 
them  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  cbaractn  of 
the  enemy  whom  they  had  to  encounter,  were  the 
only  proper  forces  to  oppose  the  Indians,  with 
success.  But  why  Government  diould  burden  it- 
self with  an  useless  expense,  or  the  people  with  a 
kind  of  defence  which  they  disliked*  Mr.  McD. 
did  not  know.  Perhaps  there  was  no  part  of  the 
Union  that  had  behaved  so  prudently  and  so  pa- 
cifically as  the  citizens  on  the  Southwestern  fron- 
tiers. Yet  Indian  treaties  were  constantly  broken 
by  the  savages  themselves.  Grentlemen  wbo  had 
never  been  wimesses  to  the  scene,  did  not  lieel  it, 
with  adequate  comprehension  or  sensibility.  A 
man  went  to  his  corn-field^  alone  with  hia  son, 
who  was  shot  dead  by  his  side.  He  came  home, 
uid  found  his  wife  and  the  rest  of  his  fikinUy  mur- 
dered. Circumstances  of  this  kind,  and  of  which 
Mr.  McD.  drew  an  affecting  picture,  were  too 
dreadful  for  human  patience  to  support. 

Mr.  BooDiNOT  thought  that  the  militia  coold 
not  be  kept  together  lor  six  months,  and  that  it 
was  better  to  have  regular  troops. 

Mr.  Ames  replied  to  Mr.  Giles.  It  was  wrong 
to  say  that  this  was  part  of  a  system,  and  that  the 
twenty-five  thousand  men  had  been  part  of  iu  He 
saw  DO  such  thing.  We  have  one  Indian  war 
^ready,  which  is  enough  at  a  time.  Those  whom 
we  are  now  to  quarrel  with,  are  three  times  more 
numerous  than  those  to  the  Northwest.  The 
Creel^  Cherokees,*  Cboctaws,  and  Chiekasaws, 
were,  as  Mr.  A.  had  been  informed,  fifteen  thou- 
sand fighting  men.  He  did  not  think  that  there 
were  too  many  Indians  on  the  frontier,  any  moic 
than  too  many  wild  beasts.  The  one  might,  by 
skilful  management,  be  tenured  a»  hamuess  as 
the  other.  Even  the  success  of  an  Indian  war,  by 
extending  our  frontier,  augments  the  number  of 
our  enemies ;  so  that  the  task  is  hopeless,  and  has 
no  end.  Distance  from  the  Seat  oi  Government 
would  increase,  and  with  it  the  charges  of  de- 
fence. He  was  not  one  of  those  who  wished  to 
exterminate  these  poor  creatures.  He  recom- 
mended a  system  of  restraint  on  both  sides.  He 
could  wish  for  something  as  strong  as  the  Chinese 
wall  to  separate  them.  When  an  exaspenied 
militia  went  out,  what  were  we  to  expect,  bat  that 
Uie  first  man  with  a  red  skin  whom  they  met 
would  be  shot?  Presently  you  discover  that  yoa 
have  been  shooting  an  Inman  of  the  wrong  Mr 
tion,  while,  in  the  mean  time,  dus  whole  natitw 
rises  and  attacks  you.  The  Continental  trot^ 
as  being  less  exasjierated,  were  leas  apt  to  foil  into 
mistakes  of  this  kmd.  He  did  not  wish  the  militia 
to  be  called  out  in  such  numbers,  as  were  pcl^ 
-posed  by  the  bill  when  sent  up  to  the  Senate.  lb 
wished,  if  possible,  for  a  restraiot  on  both  parties. 
He  was  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  MoaaAV  was  of  the  same  opinion.  It  was 
not  once  in  ten  times  that,  when  an  Indian  wai 
killed  by  a  white  man,  the  murderer  could  U 
oODvicteid.   As  to  the  standiag.  arm7  being  u 
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objeel  of  alu-m,  he  ridiculed  that  idea.  But,  at 
any  late,  it  was  possible  to  limit  the  raerationa  of 
dus  legiinent  of  eleren  hundred  and  forty  men  to 
like  Southwestern  frontier,  if  gentlemen  were 
afraid  of  theit  heing  marched  up  and  down  the 
country. 

Mr.  GiLLON  said,  that  there  was  something  in 
this  question,  just  like  that  some  days  since,  about 
the  galleys.  If  you  do  not  want  them,  they  shall 
not  be  forced  upon  you.  He  could  not  see  their 
ose  in  South  Carotuta.  It  was  a  body  of  militia 
that  was  wanted.  There  are  no  tnmuits  in  South 
Carolina  to  be  repressed  by  a  standing  army.  The 

,  expedition  against  Spain  is  knocked  up.  What 
oceaskn,  then,  can  there  be  for  them  ?  He  feared 
that  this  corps  was  tmly  a  rart  of  the  old  leaven, 
the  gilding  of  a  bad  pill,  lie  liked  this  .proposal 
better  than  the  others  d  Uie  same  s<»t,  only  be- 
caose,  as  the  numbers  are  inferior,  the  evils  are 
less.  Mr.  G.  had  no  idea  of  hiring  other  people 
to  do  for  OS  what  we  can  do  for  ourselves.  He 
had  Tot^  against  the  twenty-^ve  thousand  mea, 
and  the  ten  thousand,  and  he  should  also  vote 
against  the  present  number. 

Mr.  Madmon  said,  that  he  would  oot  enter  at 
lai^  into  this  subject,  but  there  was  tme  circum- 
stance in  the  business  which  struck  him  as  very 
Btrange.   It  was  proposed  to  raise  a  new  corps,  at 

'  a  bounty  twenty  dollars.  The  present  army 
wanted  more  than  the  whole  number  of  this  corps 
to  fill  u^  its  deficiencies,  and  yet  the  proposal  for 
comfdeting  them  had  been  rejected.  Thus  are  we 
In  be  at  the  ecqtaase  of  supporting  the  skeleton  of 
an  army.  Was  it  not  better  t(f  fill  up  the  old  corps, 

^  than  to  put  ourselves  to  the  inconvenience  of  rais- 
ing a  new  one? 

Mr.  McDowell  rose  to  correct  what  had  fallen 
from  Mr.  Ames,  as  to  the  strength  of  the  Indian 
aatioos  on  the  Soathwestwn  frontier.  The  Choc- 
laws  and  Chickasaira  are,  and  always  have  been, 
friends  to  the  white  people,  and  ready  to  fight  for 
them.  The  Creeks  and  Cfaecokees  do  not,  at  the 
most,  ratend  to  more  than  seven  (V  ei^t  thou- 
sand men. 

Mr.  Cabnbs. — The  only  use  that  Continental 
troope  can  be  of  is,  to  defend  posts ;  and  it  has  been 
fouad,  by  the  experience  of  several  years,  that 
posts  do  more  mischief  than  service.   They  are 
cetabUshed  at  a  distance  of  fifteen  or  twenty  miles 
from  each  other.  The  Indian  parties  slip  in  be- 
tween themj  and  the  frmtier  settlers,  depending 
on  the  protectim  of  the  regulars,  axe  not,  as  they 
otherwise  would  be,  upon  their  guard  against  the 
savages.  The  consequeuce  is.  that  they  are  fre- 
qaendy  mnrdered;  while  the  ooIt  service  per- 
'    umnea  by  the  Continentals  is,  that  when  the 
'     militia  pursue  the  Indians,  they  are  prevented  by 
the  former  from  crossing  what  is  called  the  line. 
That  is  the  whole  service  which  they  have  per- 
formed iu  Greorgia.   In  skcxt,  a«ainst  the  Creeks, 
'     they  are  good  for  uothing.   Nur.  C.  wished  that 
neatlcooen  would  frankly  say,  once  for  all,  that 
tne  Georgians  did  not  deserve  protection,  and  then 
1*    the  State  would  know  what  was  to  be  done.  He 
>     iaststed  on  it,  that,  in  Gwnrgia,  there  were  imi^ 
per  leanii^  m  favor  of  the  Indians.  He  xeiened 
3d  Com.— S6 
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to  some  persons  in  office,  whom  he  specified.  He 
believed  sincerely  that  the  Senate  imagined  them- 
selves to  be  acting  for  the  best;  but  they  could  not 
be  such  competent  judges  as  persons  on  the  spot. 
Within  the  last  seven  years,  there  has  not  beeft  a 
single  instance«f  an  Indian  killed,  by  a  white  man, 
unless  when  the  Indians  themselvefi  began  die 
quarrel.  During  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years, 
there  had  been  stolen  from  Georgia,  horses  to  the 
amount  of  an  hundred  thousand  dollar^.  These 
were  often  the  chief  property  of  poor  people,  who 
had  nothing  else  to  depend  on  for  supporting  their 
families.  Genllemen  say  that  we  nare  one  In- 
dian war  already.  But  if  you  have  two  bands, 
both  in  the  fire  at  once,  will  you  pull  out  one  be* 
fore  the  other?  The  Creeks  are  a  savage  and 
faithless  tribe.  Scone  years  ago,  a  treaty  was 
made  with  them  at  New  York ;  and  this  treaty 
cost,  in  presentftf-sixty-one  thousand  dollars.  Well, 
before  toe  chiefs  got  home,  a  fresh  set  of  murders 
were  committed.  A  set  Commissioners  were 
next  sent,  and  this  embassy  cost  perhaps  an  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoosaod  dollars  more.  GentlemeQ 
might  talk  as  they  thought  fit  about  Indians ;  for 
his  own  part,  be  would  not  give  the  life  of  one 
white  man  for  those  of  fifty  Indians.  The  nulitia 
had  been  always  successful  against  them,  and  the 
r^fulars  had  always  been  beaten ;  this  showed  the 
futility  of  the  present  amendment  from  the  Se- 
nate. Of  the  successes  of  the  militia,  he  gave 
some  striking  instances,  where  they  had  defuted 
three  or  four  times  their  own  number.  As  an 
evidence  of  the  improper  leaning  on  behalf  of  the 
Indians,  Mr.  C.  adverted  to  wmit  had  just  hap- 
pened in  Qeoi^ia.  A  gang  of  savages  sti^  stwue 
horses.  Lieutenant  Hay,  with  a  party  of  dragoons, 
pursued  them,  and  fell  into  an  ambuscade,  where 
Mr.  Hay  and  two  men  were  killed.  This  was  the 
way  that  the  Creeks  kept  a  peace.  Soon  after,  an 
Indian,  being  found  in  the  State,  was  wounded ; 
and  in  the  correspondence  read  the  other  day,  to 
the  House,  it  was  so  stated,  as  if  the  white  petwe 
were  to  blame.  It  made  every  drop  of  blooa  in 
his  heart  boil,  to  hear  what  he  heard  in  this  city 
as  to  the  character  and  conduct  of  his  coastituents. 
As  a  Representative  of  Georgia,  be  demanded 
effectual  aid  for  that  State.  If  Uie  House  did  not 
choose  to  grant  it,  he  warned  them  that  theGeoi^- 
ans  would  take  measures  for  themselves.  It  was 
needless  to  speak  of  economy,  after  s^uanderiag 
such  vast  sums  as  ha  Itad  mentioned,  m  the  pu^ 
chase  of  treaties  tlut  were  never  kept.  He  was 
against  the  amendment  of  (he  Senate. 

Mr.  Datton  rose  to  contradict  one  assertion, 
which  had  fitUen  from  the  gentlnnaD,  viz :  that 
the  regulars  w«e  always  beaten  by  the  Indians. 
If  geouemen  exercised  their  memories,  or  attend- 
ed to  historical  facts,  they  would  see  the  contrary. 
General  Sollivau  bad  entered  the  country  of  the 
Six  Nations,  had  defeated  them,  and  destroyed 
their  towns,  and  since  that  time  they  had  been 
looked  upon  as  a  subdued  people.  Mr.  D.  was 
himself  in  the  army  on  tlmt  expedition,  and  a 
witness  to  the  success  the  regulars.  He  wu 
for  the  amendment. 

The  qoeation  «u  pat  that  the  Uonie  do  MMnr 
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with  the  Senate  in  the  said  amendment,  and  pass- 
ed in  the  negative — yeas  26,  nays  42,  as  follows : 

YiAB.— Fisher  Ames,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin, 
Joohua  Coit,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Geor^  Dent,  Thomaa 
Pituimons,  Dwight  Potter,  Esekiel  Gilbert,  Henry 
Glenn,  James  Gordon,  William  Hindman,  Henty  Lati- 
mer, Amasa  Leamedt  Ffanda  Malbone,  William  Vans 
Mmay,  TbeodiRe  Sedgwick,  William  SmiA,  Z^ha- 
niah  Swift,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Tmmbull,  John  E. 
Tan  AQen,  Peter  Van  Gaasbecb,  Peleg  Wadswo^ 
Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and  John  Watta. 

NatS' — Theodoras  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Beatty,  Thomaa  Blount,  Thomas  P.  Games,  Thontas 
Claiborne,  Isaac  Coles,  William  J.  Dawson,  Henry 
Dearborn,  WiUiam  Findley,  WilUam  B.  Giles,  James 
GiOeqMe,  Alexander  Gillon,  Ifidiohs  Gihoan,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Samuel  Giiffin,  William  Barry  Grove,  Daniel 
Heister,  William  Lyman,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James 
Madison,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane,  Wil- 
liam Montgomery,  Andrew  Moore,  Jose^  Neville,  John 
Nicholas,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Josiah  Pariter,  Prands 
Preston,  Robert  RotheifiArd,  Thomas  Scott,  John  Bmiiie, 
Jeremiah  Smith,  Thomas  Sprigg,  Thomas  Tredwell, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Abraham  Tenable,  Francis 
WalkM,  Beiqamin  WiUiaffli,  RidMrd  Winn,  and  Jo- 
•eph  Winston. 

Ordered.  That  the  fbrther  consideration  of  the 
aaid  unendments  be  piit  off  till  to-morrow. 


Satohday.  June  7. 

An  engropspd  bi(!  making  appropriations  for 
certain  purposes  therein  expressed,  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  making  on  extra  allowance  to  certain 
clerks  in  the  public  offices,  and  to  the  widows  and 
families  of  certain  deceased  clerks ;  which  was 
read  twice  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
the  third  time  to-day. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  hill,  entitled  "  An 
act  making  certain  alterations  in  the  act  establish- 
iog  the  Judicial  Courts,  and  altering  the  time  and 
place  of  holding  certain  Courts,"  with  sereral 
amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House.  The  Senate  hare  also  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  act,  enti- 
tled '  An  act  to  enable  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Vir^nia  line,  on  Continental  Establishment,  to 
obtain  titles  to  certain  lands  lying  Northwest  of  the 
rirer  Ohio,  between  the  Little  Miami  and  Sciota," 
with  sereral  amendments ;  to  which  diey  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Senate  hare 
also  affreed  to  the  resolution  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  make  out,  and  return  to  the  Dis- 
trict Judges,  certain  lists,  in  the  cases  of  invalid 
pensioners,"  with  several  amendments;  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Resolved.  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars  be  allowed  to  the  clerk  em- 
ployed by  the  committee,  appointed  to  examine 
mto  the  state  of  the  Treasary  Department,  to  be 
paid  by  the  Clerk  of  this  House,  and  cha^d  to 
the  account    Contingent  expenses. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
4h«  eDBUnittee  to  whom  was  refened  the  petitioi 
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of  Robert  Lyell,  which  lay  on  the  table :  Whece- 
upon  a  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  bong 
put,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  ioUqwiag  mo- 
lution  thereupon : 

"  Retohed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reprttent*- 
Hvet  of  the  United  Statee  of  Amertea  in  Concrete  a»- 
eembled.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  auAomed,  cad 
he  is  hereby  directed  to  place  Robert  LyeO,  a  Captain 
in  the  late  Continental  Army  of  the  Sooth  Carafeaa 
Hne,  upon  the  invalid  pennon  list,  with  the  aamal  al- 
lowanoe  of  an  invalid  Cef>tain  of  the  Mid  line,  to  caa- 
mence  at  die  time  of  hu  discharge,  after  tha  idl  of 
Uharieston,  where  he  was  captniedlqr  the  Brilishaniy:" 

[t  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Tbohbdll,  Mr.  HimiMAK, 
and  Mr.  Gilhan,  be  appointed  a  committee,  ycSokX- 
ly,  with  such  committee  as  shall  be  appointed  on 
tne  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  PRfieiDBirr 
OF  THG  Uniteo  Statbs,  and  notify  him  of  the 
proposed  recess  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Oerk  of  ^is  Hoose  do  cnnj 
the  said  resdution  to  the  Senate,  and  denie  then 
concurrence. 

An  engrosred  bill  making  an  extra  allowance  to 
certain  clerks  in  the  public  offices,  and  to  the  wi- 
dows and  families  of  certain  deceased  clerks,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  resumed  the  conaderatim  of  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bilL 
oottitled  "  An  act  for  the  more  effectual  pfotectioQ 
of  the  Southwestern  frontier  settlers^  'Where- 
upon. 

Reeohed,  That  this  House  doth  disag^  to  all 
the  amendments  to  the  said  bill. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Dunn  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  praying  to  be  appointed  As- 
sistant Doorkeeper.   Laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  hill,  entitied 
"  An  act  10  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  en- 
able the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line, 
on  Continental  Establishment,  to  obtain  titles  to 
certain  lands  lying  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
between  the  Little  Miami  and  Sciota  f  and  the 
same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

RtBolved  by  the  Senate  and  Borne  of  ifepreantf- 
tUivetof^  iMited  States  of  America  in  Congrem 
ttsaem&ed,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  respect- 
ive clerks  in  the  several  District  Courts  «  the 
United  Statea  to  return  true  copies  of  the  tabdesof 
fees  payaUe  in  the  Supreme  or  Superior  Courts 
of  the  State  in  which  such  clerks  reside,  to  the 
Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  day  ot  December  next. 

Ordered,  That  the  Cleric  of  this  House  do  carry 
the  said  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  Aeir 
concurrence. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  resolation 
directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  make  ont  and 
return  to  the  District  Judges,  certain  lists  in  the 
cases  of  invalid  pensioners,  and  the  same  beifeg 
read,  was  agreed  to. 

Tne  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments i^oposed  by  Ae  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  making  ewtain  alterations  in  the  nfet  fee 
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MtaUifbing  the  Judicial  Goorts,  aad  altering  the 
time  and  place  of  holdiag  certain  Courta;"  and 
the  aame  being  read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  some  were 
a^freed  to,  others  amended  and  agreed  to^and  others 
fUnsreea  to. 

Tiie  House jproeeeded  bf  ballot  to  the  choice 
an  Assistant  Dowkeeper,  to  commence  his  ser- 
Tioes  on  the  first  day  <a  me  nexts^ssim  j  and  upon 
examining  the  ballots,  a  majority  of  the  votes  o£ 
the  whole  House  was  found  in  mror  of  Thomas 
Dunn. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  were  referred  the  laws  of  the  Territory  of 
the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  rirer  Ohio, 
paeeed  the  first  day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven 
nnadred  and  ninety-two,  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

A  mefsage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 
the  State  of  Maryland,  passed  the  twenty-eighth 
of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-thiee,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Health 
Officer." 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  State  o7  Maryland,  passed  tne  twenty- 
ei^th  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  cinety-three,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Health 
Officer,"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

A  mes5n^>^  from  the  Senate  ii^formed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  ameuduients,  disa- 
greed to  by  this  House,  to  the*bill,  entitled  "  Aa 
act  for  the  more  effectual  protection  of  the  South- 
western frontier  settlers  f  and  desire  a  conference 
with  this  House  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  said 
amendments;  to  which  conference  the  Senate 
have  appointed  managers  on  their  part 

The  House  pfoeeeoed  to  consider  the  said  mes- 
sage: Whereupon, 

Hetolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
CMiference  desired  fay  the  Senate ;  aod  that  Mr. 
NicBOLAS,  Mr.  CuHBa;  and  Mr.  McDowell,  be 
appointed  managers  at  the  same,  ou  the  part  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  Nicholas,  from  the  managers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  this  House,  to  attend  the  conference 
with  the  Senate,  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
amendments  depending  between  the  two  Houses 
to  the  bill  for  the  more  effectual  protection  of  the 
Southwestern  frontier  settlers,  made  a  report: 
Whereupon,  . 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  adhere  to  their 
diubgreemeut  to  the  said  amendments. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded  by  one-fifth 
of  the  members  present,  those  who  voted  in  the 
affirmative,  are : 

Theodoras  Bailey,  Thomas  Bknmt,  Thnnas  P.  Csraefl, 
T^aaum  CnaSbmrne,  WiUism  J.  Dainmi,  WOliam  Find- 
W.JamesCHUMiie.  Alexander  OiUon,Nie^ 
WUiara  Barry  drove,  Daniel  Huster,  NatfuuusI  Maooo, 
Jtmes  Madison,  Josei^  McDowdl,  William  Montgome- 
j    n,  Andnw  Moora,  Peter  Mnhlenborg,  Joseph  Neville, 
I     Anthony  New,  John  Nicb(Has,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Fran- 
I    cis  Pisstsn^  Thomas  eooM,  Jemnish  toitfa.  Thomas 
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Sprigg,  ThomsB  Twdwoll.  Pbj^  Van  Coitiandt, 
Abraham  TenabU,  Fnmcu  Walker,  and  Jose^  Win- 
ston— 30. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are : 
Fishw  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Cobb,  Pelag 
Col^  Jodma  Coit,  Georn  Dent,  Tboaias  Fitsrimens, 
Dwight  Farter,  EieUel  CHIbert,  HeniyCUemi,  WUKua 
ffin^wi^yii,  Jidm  Hunter,  Hemy  Lathner,  Amaaa  Lesm- 
ed,  Prands  Malbcme,  William  Vans  Mnnay,  Andmr 
Pickens,  Theodore  Sed^iwidE,  William  Snulh.  Z«pha- 
niah  Swilt,  Silaa  Talbot,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tnof  , 
Jonathan  Trombnll,  John  E.  Van  Allen,  Paleg  Wa^ 
worth,  Jerstniah  Wadsworth,  and  John  Watts— SS. 

Mr.  Trdhbdll,  from  the  joint  committee  of  the 
two  Houses  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Pbisidbnt 
OP  THE  Unitbd  States,  and  notify  him  of  the 
proposed  recess  <^  Congress,  reported  that  the 
committee  had  performed  that  service. 

Mr.  Tbbdwell  read  a  resolution  for  reducing 
the  salaries  paid  to  the  officers  of  the  United  States. 
That  of  the  Fbbsidbmt  was  to  be  reduced,  after 
the  present  term  of  appointment,  to  twelve  thou- 
sand dollars,  diat  of  a  memba  of  Congress  to  fimr 
dollars  per  day,  with  varioiu  others  of  the  same 
kmd. 

A  motion  to  print  it  was  rejected.  It  was  then 
moved  to  proceed  with  it  immediately. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  considered  it  as  a  good  elec- 
tioneering project.  It  would,  he  doubted  not^  be 
very  \>opular ;  and  as  there  were  only  fifty  or  sixty 
members  in  the  House  just  now,  they  tmd  better 
take  it  up.  and  try  to  get  all  the  credit  of  it  to 
themselves.  It  was,  after  some  eonversatioo,  with- 
drawn by  the  ipover. 

Mr.THATuBBK  moved  that  such  members  as  had 
received  their  pay  up  to  Monday  next,  and  then 
absented  themselves,  should  he  ordered  next  ses- 
sion to  return  as  much  as  they  had  received  for 
the  days  when  absent.  The  motion  was  iwdered 
to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

Mr.  W.  Smitb  laid  on  the  table  a  resolution  for 
grantiog  a  d^y  to  persons  who  had  suffered  by 
spoliations  in  the  West  Indies,  of  the  payment  of 
duties  to  Government. 

Ordered^  That  there  be  a  call  of  the  House  on 
Monday  morning  at  nine  o'dock. 

Monday,  June  9. 

Lemuel  Benton,  from  South  Carolina,  appeu- 
ed,  produced  his  credentials,  and  took  bis  seat  in 
the  House ;  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  being  first  administered  to  him 
by  Mr.  Spbaur,  accoraing  to  law. 

On  motion, 

Setolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  Spbaub,  be  authorized  to 
employ  a  third  engrossing  clerk  in  his  office,  for 
such  time,  during  me  next  recess^  as  shall  be  found 
necessary,  and  to  pay  him  for  his  services,  on  the 
Spbakbr's  certificate,  at  the  same  rate  as  to  the 
other  engrossing  clerks,  out  of  the  contingent  mo- 
ney of  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  further  compensation  of  clerks  in  the 
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AitdUdA  CNBee  f  to  which  they  desbe  the  con- 
emtenee    diU  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  An  act 
for  the  farther  compensation  of  cleriu  in  the  Au- 
dihv's  Offioe,"  was  read  twice,  and  on  the  question 
that  the  said  bill  be  read  the  third  time,  it  passed 
in  the  nagatiTe.  And  so  the  said  bill  was  rejected. 

filr.  ^nfTOHgfrom  South  Curolina,  informed  the 
Bpbaker,  that  he  had  been  jaereateA  by  indispo- 
sition in  bis  fiunilf ,  and  a  long  Toyage,  from  at- 
tending his  duty  sooner  in  that  House.  This  was 
the  day  of  adjournment,  and  he  wished  to  inform 
the  House,  that  he  shonld  decline  receiring  pay 
for  his  trareling  expenses,  or  attendance.  He  was 
not  willing  to  qaalify  himself  this  day,  unless  it 
could  be  noted  on  the  ioumab  that  he  had  reftised 
any  compensation.  He  took  the  oath. 


[Jinn,im 


The  Brum  laid  before  the  Howe  m  Lttter 
&«n  the  TreaMuer  of  the  United  States,  aeeom- 

panyinft  his  acoodnt  <^tlre  receipts  and  pstymeati 
of  pubhc  moneys,  from  die  first  of  Janoary  to  thi 
thirty^rst  of  March,  1794,  inclusive ;  wm 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  Thata  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate, 
to  inform  them  that  this  House,  haring  completed 
the  bnsinessbeforelhem,^fueabiMittoacyonm;and 
that  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  go  with  the  mii 
message. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoase, 
that  the  Senate  having  completed  the  LegialaliK 
business  before  them,  are  now  abont  to  adion 
until  the  fint  Monday  in  November  next:  Warn 
upon,  Mr.  SPBACsa  adjourned  the  House  nntilthe 
first  Monday  in  November  next. 
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THE  SENATE  OPTHE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THE  SECOND  SBBaiON  OF  THE  THQtD  CONOBESB,  HELD  IN  THE  CIT7  OF 
PHILADELPHIA,  NOVEMBER  8,  17M. 


MoHBAT,  Norember  S,  1794. 

The  following  Senators  appeared  and  took  their 
«eats: 

Ralph  Izaro,  Preudeat  pro  tern.,  from  South 
Caiotina. 

JoHM  Lamodon  and  Sahdbl  Livbbhobb,  frmn 
New  Hampshire. 

CteoBOB  Cabot,  from  Massachusetts. 

OuTBB  Ellswortb,  from  CoDnecticut. 

Theodore  Foster,  from  Rhode  Island. 

M08E8  RoBinsoN,  from  Vermont. 

RuFDs  King,  from  New  York. 

Robert  Morris,  from  PennsylTania. 

John  Brown,  from  Kentucky. 

Benjamih  Hawkins,  from  North  Carolina. 

The  number  assembled  not  being  soffieient  to 
oonetitate  a  quorum  to  do  bualnen,  the  Sraate 
a^jooned  to  11  o'cloek  to-morrow  morning. 

ToBsotAT,  November  4. 

The  Senate  assembled :  present  as  yesterday ; 
JoHM  ViitiKG,  frtHu  the  State  of  Delaware,  at- 
tended. 

The  number  assembled  not  being  suflftoient  to 
constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business,  the  Senate 
a^jounied  to  11  o'clock  to-morrow  monpng^ 


Wedhebdat,  Norember  S. 

The  Senate  assembled :  present  as  yesterday. 

The  number  assembled  not  being  sofBcient  to 
ccostteote  aqwHnm  to  do  business,  the  Senate 
a^jovned  to  11  o^ioek  to-morrow  morning. 


Tbcbbdat,  Norenber  6. 

The  Senate  assembled :  present  as  yesterday. 

The  number  assembled  not  being  sufficient  to 
ecnstitiue  a  qooram  to  do  business,  the  Senate 
adjourned  to  11  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Pbisat,  November  7. 

The  Senate  assembled :  present  as  yesterday. 

The  number  assembled  not  being  suffioient  to 
tonatitttte  a  quwum  to  do  buBineai,  th«  Ssnalo 
t^^aonud  ta  11  o^oleck  oa  Uondaf  menung. 


HoHDAT,  November  10. 

The  Senate  assembled :  present  as  on  the  7tht 
and 

JoaN  Adahs^  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States  and  President  of  the  Senate,  attended. 

Alexander  Martin,  from  ^e  State  of  Hadk 
CaroUna,.and  Jameb  Jaokbomi  from  the  State  of 
Georgia,  severally  attended. 

The  number  assembled  not  being  sufficient  to 
constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business,  the  Senate 
a4jo«taed  to  11  o*eloek  to^aonow  monuag. 

Tdbsoat,  Norember  11. 

The  Senate  assemUed :  p«sent  as  yesterday  ; 
and  William  Bradporo,  from  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  attended. 

The  number  assembled  not  being  sufficient  to 
constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business,  the  Senate 
adjourned  to  11  o'clock  toHoaottow  morning. 

WBDHHnAT,  Novemhor  13: 

The  Senate  assembled :  present  as  yesterday. 

The  number  assemUed  not  being  sufficient  to 
coistitute  a  quorum  to  do  business,  the  Senate 
adjonn»d  to  11  cftHotk  to-morrow  monibg. 

TaiTBSDAT,  November  13. 

The  Senate  assembled :  present  as  yesterday. 

The  number  assembled  not  being  sufficimt  to 
constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business,  the  Seuiate 
a^joamed  to  11  o'clodc  to-morrow  morning* 

Pridat,  November  14. 

The  Senate  assembled :  present  as  yesterdaiy. 

The  number  assembled  not  being  sufficient  to 
constitute  a  quoi^nm  to  do  business,  the  Seoale 
a4joumed  to  11  o^olock  cm  Monday  momiag. 

MoNDAT,  November  17. 

The  Senate  assembled ;  preseitt  as  ein  Friday. 

The  numbv  assembled  not  beug  aufideat  t» 
fonn  a  quorum,  th*  Vkm  pBiaaMT  was  itfmut 
ed,by  the  Senators  jnesant,  lo  write  a  leM«f  «o 
eaeh  of  the  absent  BeMtot&  stating  a  ferfr* 
night  kas  abeadqp elapsed wtthsvt  VmttammiMt 
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a  Senate,  and  n^os  their  immediate  attend- 
ance as  necessary  to  enable  Congress  to  commence 
the  business  of  the  session. 

The  Senate  a4jouraed  to  11  o'clock  tomorrow 
morning. 

ToBSDAY,  November  18. 

Aaron  BiJBR,frora  New  York  aopeared  to-day. 
which  formed  a  quorum,  and  enabled  the  Senate 
to  proceed  to  business. 

Messages  were  accordingly  exchanged  between 
the  twoHouses,  and  a  jomt  committee  was  ap- 

S)inted  to  wait  on  the  President  OFTnE  United 
TATBB,  to  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two 
Bouses  is  assembled,  and  are  ready  to  receive  any 
communicatimu  that  he  may  be  pleased  to  make 
to  them. 

Mr.  Izard,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  reported  that  the  pRGeniGNT  would 
meet  the  two  Houses  in  the  RepresentatiTes  Cham- 
her  at  12  o*cloek  t6-morrow. 

The  Vice  Pbbsident  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
letter  from  Samuel  Meredith,  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  with  his  account  of  expenditures  of 
the  War  Department  for  the  quarter  ending  the 
30th  of  June  last ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  taUe. 

The  Senate  having  received  a  message  from 
the  House  on  the  su^ect  of  electing  a  Chaplain 
for  each  House,  to  interchange  weekly,  proceeded 
to  the  choice  of  one,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
and  appointed  the  Right  Reverend  Bishop  WarTE. 

Wbdhbsdat,  November  19. 

John  Edwards,  from  Kentucky,  this  day  at- 
tended. 

The  Senate,  agreeably  to  appointment,  attended 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  order  to  re- 
ceive the  PreridentV  Communications ;  and,  on 
their  xetum,  the  Prebident's  Speech  was  read,  as 

A^HMOifM*  ^  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Hoim  of  R^eeentaHteti 

When  we  caU  to  mind  Am  giaisioas  indulgenee  of 
Heaven,  by  wbidi  the  Am«ican  peoi^  became  a  n«< 
Ikai ;  when  we  nuvey  the  general  prtMperity  of  our 
Coantry,  and  look  forward  to  the  nches,  power,  and 
ItapiNnest,  to  whidi  it  seems  destined ;  with  the  deep- 
Mrt  regret  do  I  announce  to  yon  that,  during  your  re- 
ecM,  eome  of  the  dtiseiu  of  the  United  States  have  been 
found  cap^le  of  an  insurrection.  It  is  due,  however, 
to  tfwdiarader  of  our  GovemnMot,  and  to  its  stsbili^, 
wUdi  cannot  be  shaken  by  die  enemiee  of  order,  fiee^ 
tOunMd  fliecoatseofthisevmt  - 

During  the  wemaa  ot  Ae  year  one  thoosand  seven 
•even  hnndnd  and  nine^,  H  was  expedient  to  exercise 
tte  Legislative  power,  granted  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  '<  to  lay  uid  collect  exdsea."  In  a 
B^jori^  of  the  States,  scarcely  an  objection  was  heard 
to  tUs  node  of  taxation.  In  some,  indeed,  alarms  were 
«l<nl  eoBocived.  nntU  tbey  were  banished  by  reason 
laAprtrioliHB.  IndiofiNirwertBmoouitiaBofP«in' 
ahNaia,apr4attae,f)itmdaDdflBBUttnedbytbe  ar< 
twee  of  RMB,  who  labned  te  «  Hoeadanaj  over 
will«f  olhin^bjlhe  foklanoa  of  thiir  |i  li  ,  fro- 


dnced  symptoms  of  riot  and  violence.  Itis  well  knowi^ 
that  CongresH  did  not  hentate  to  examine  the  eonr 
j^aints  which  were  presented ;  and  to  rdiere  tbcxn,  as 
&r  as  jo«iee  dictated,  or  general  oonvraienee  would 
permit  Bnt,  the  impression  whidi  this  raodexatte 
made  on  the  discontented,  did  not  oHrespond  with  what 
it  deserved.  The  arts  of  delusion  were  no  longw  OOB- 
fined  to  the  efforts  of  designing  individaaU.  The  veiy 
forbearance  to  press  prosecutions  was  minntetpralad 
a  fear  of  urging  me  execution  of  the  laws;  and  as- 
sociations of  men  began  to  denounce  threats  againrt 
the  officers  employed.  From  a  belief^  that,  by  a  more 
fimiMl  concert,  tim  apestAm  might  be  dcMted,  ett- 
tain  aelf«reated  societies  assumed  the  tone  of  coudm- 
nation.  Hence,  while  the  greater  part  of  Pennsylvawa 
itself  were  conforming  themselves  to  the  acts  of  excise, 
a  few  counties  were  resolved  to  frustrate  them.  It  was 
now  perceived,  that  every  ezpectatioa  from  the  tender- 
ness which  had  been  hitherto  pursued  was  unavailmg, 
and  that  further  delay  could  only  create  an  opinion  of 
impotency  or  irresolution  in  the  Government.  IjAgal 
process  was  timeforeddiverad  to  the  Marshal  tgwuat 
the  tioteni  and  deUnqomt  diatillflrs. 

No  sooner  was  he  understood  to  be  engaged  in  lUs 
duty,  -than  the  vengeance  of  anned  men  was  aimed  at 
hit  person,  and  the  person  and  property  of  the  Inenett- 
or  of  the  Revenue.  Tbey  fired  upon  the  Maiahal,  ar- 
rested him,  and  detained  hnn,  for  some  time,  as  a  {vi- 
soner.  He  was  obliged,  by  the  jeopardy  <^  his  life,  te 
renounce  the  service  of  other  process,  on  the  weat  ads 
ofdw  Allegany  mountain;  aim  a  deputation  was  aAar- 
wardsaent  to  him  to  demand  a  surrender  of  that  which 
he  had  served.  A  numerous  body  repeatedly  attached 
the  house  of  the  Inspector,  seized  his  papers  of  office 
and  finally  destroyed  by  fire  bis  buildings  and  whatao- 
ever  they  contained.  Both  of  these  officers,  frnn  a  jut 
regard  to  thnt  safety,  fled  to  the  Seat  of  Oovemmeait ;  it 
b^g  avowed,  that  the  metivea  to  su^  outages  w«ra 
tooompel  the  re«%nationof  tbelnspector;  to  withstand 
by  force  of  arms  the  anthtwi^  of  the  United  States; 
and  thereby  toextort  a  repeal  of  the  laws  <^exciae,  and 
an  alteration  in  the  conduct  of  Government. 

Upon  the  testimony  of  these  &cts,  an  Associate  Jus- 
tice of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  notified 
to  me  that  "  in  the  counties  of  Washington  and  Alle- 
gany, in  Pennsylvania,  laws  of  the  United  States  were 
opposed,  and  the  execution  thereof  obstructed,  by  com- 
binations, too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the  ordina- 
ry oourae  ofjudidal  woeeedngs,  or  the  poweis  v«at- 
ed  hi  the  Mudul  of  that  district."  On  this  call,  mo- 
mentous in  the  extreme,  I  sought  and  weighed  what 
might  beet  snbdne  Ae  crins.  On  die  one  hand,  the 
Jndidary  was  pronounced  to  be  strijqwd  of  its  capacity 
to  enforce  the  laws;  crimes,  which  reached  the  veiy 
existence  of  social  order,  were  peipetrated  without  con- 
trol ;  the  fiiends  of  Government  were  insulted,  abused, 
and  overawed  into  ailcDce,  or  an  qiparent  acquieaoenee ; 
and,  to  yidd  to  the  treascmalde  ftary  at  so  maU  a  par- 
tial of  the  United  States  would  be  to  viobte  the  fimda- 
mental  principle  of  our  Constitution,  which  enjoins  tha  t 
the  will  of  the  majori^  shall  prevail.  On  the  other,  to 
array  citizen  against  citizen,  to  publish  the  dishonor  of 
snch  exoesaes,  to  encounter  the  expense,  and  other  em- 
barrassments, of  so  distant  an  expedition,  were  ste|» 
too  delicate,  too  closely  interwoven  with  many  afiecting 
considerations,  to  be  lightly  ad<^rted.  I  postponed,  than* 
fore,  the  summoning  the  mihtia  immediatdy  into  dw 
field;  but,Irequiied  themtobehddmreaJhaaa,that, 
ifaqr  anzioas  endeavors  to  leolBiai  the  ddaded,  and  Is 
eonvinee  the  Mlignanl  of  tli^  dMg«,  dwald  be  ftait- 
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hwt,  vcSitajj  fbree  ought  b*  prepared  to  act,  befbre  the 
MWPm  ihoiUd  be  too  far  advanrnd. 

My  Prodamation  of  the  7ih  of  Aognst  ls«t  was  ac- 
ooidfaigtjr  iamed,  and  socompanied  by  the  appointmetit 
otCaumimiiaamf-ntM  wen  charged  to  repair  to  the 
■eene  of  ioaaTreetHm.  Thtff  were  authorised  to  confer 
with  any  bodjef  of  men  or  individnelH.  They  were  in- 
■tracted  to  be  candid  and  explicit  in  stating  the  aensa- 
tions  which  had  been  exdted  in  the  BxecutiTc,  and  hia 
eameat  wish  to  avoid  a  resort  to  coercion ;  to  represent, 
howemr,  thiU,  without  sabmisuon,  coercion  tnutt  be 
tbe  reant;  bat  to  invito  them,  at  the  same  time,  to  re- 
tom  to  the  demeanor  of  ikitMul  dtizeoa,  by  such  ac- 
eoanmodationa  as  lay  within  the  sphere  of  Executive 
power.  Pardon,  too,  was  tendered  to  them  by  the  Go- 
'TCnunenl  <^  the  United  States,  and  that  of  Pennsylva- 
Bxa,  upon  no  other  condition  than  a  satisftetoiy  assor- 
•noe  of  obedience  to  the  laws. 

Ahfaougfa  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  marks 
their  firmness  and  Entities,  and  must  nnite  all  virtuous 
men,  hj  showing  that  the  means  of  conciliation  have 
been  exhausted,  all  of  those  who  had  committed  or 
abetted  tbe  tnmnlta  did  not  subscribe  the  mild  form 
wUA  was  impoaed  as  the  atononent;  and  the  indica- 
taoM  of  a  peaceable  temper  were  neither  sufficiently 
genanl  nor  conclusive  to  recommend  or  warrant  the 
further  raspeonon  of  &e  march  of  the  militia. 

Thus,  the  painful  alternative  could  not  be  discarded. 
I  ovdered  the  militia  to  march — afin  Mice  more  admo- 
niihiBg  the  insurgents,  in  my  Proclamation  of  the  Sftth 
ofSeptBrnber  last. 

It  WM  %  task  too  difficuh  to  ascertain  with  predsion 
tte  lewert  degree  of  fbree  competent  to  the  quelling  of 
the  insurrection.  From  a  respect,  indeed,  to  economy, 
and  the  ease  of  my  fejOow^dtisens  belonging  to  tbe  mi* 
Klta,  it  would  have  gratified  me  to  accomplish  such  an 
estimate.  My  very  reluctance  to  ascribe  too  much  im- 
portance  to  the  opposition,  had  its  extent  been  accu- 
rately seen,  would  have  been  a  decided  inducement  to 
the  smallest  efficient  numbers.  In  thia  uncertainty, 
therefore,  I  put  into  motion  fifteen  thousand  men,  as 
bong  an  army  which,  according  to  all  human  calcula- 
tion, would  be  prompt  and  adequate  in  every  view,  and 
■d^t,  perhaps,  by  rendering  resistance  desperate,  pre- 
vent the  efllusion  of  blood.  Quotas  had  heen  assigned 
to  the  Stetes  of  New  Jersey,  PennBylvania*  Maryland, 
and  Ttrginia ;  the  Governor  of  Penn^lvania  mving 
declared,  on  tlus  occasion,  an  opinion  wueh  juatifled  a 
requisition  to  the  other  States. 

As  Commander-in-Chief  of  tbe  Militia,  when  called 
into  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States,  I  have  vi- 
uled  the  places  of  genmd  zendeivous,  to  obtain  more 
exact  inftnnation,  and  to  direct  a  plan  for  ulterior  movfr- 
ments.  Had  &ere  been  room  for  a  penmaaton,  that  the 
law*  were  aeenre  from  obstruction ;  that  die  civfl  Ma- 
gistrate waa  able  to  bring  to  justice  such  of  the  most 
enlpahle,  as  have  not  embraced  the  proffered  terms  of 
anmea^,  and  may  be  deemed  fit  objects  of  example ; 
that  the  frieods  to  peace  and  good  government  were  not 
in  need  of  that  aid  and  countenance  which  they  ought 
■bngr*  liMneerre,  and,  I  trust*  ever  will  receive,  i^cainst 
Oe  vidoDa  and  turbulent ;  I  should  have  caught  with 
Kwi&ky  die  <mMictantty  of  reetoring  die  ndlitia  to  dieir 
famiKee  and  nonie.  But,  succeeding  Intelltgentn  has 
tended  to  manifest  tbe  necesnty  of  what  has  been  done ; 
It  beti^  now  confessed  by  tiioee,  who  were  not  inclined 
to  exaggerate  the  ill  conduct  of  tiie  insurgente,  that  their 
malevolence  was  not  pointed  merely  to  a  particular  law ; 
hot  that  a  spirit,  inimical  to  all  order,  has  actuated 


many  of  the  ofiendera.  If  the  state  of  things  had  af- 
forded reaaon  for  the  continuance  of  my  presence  with 
the  army,  it  would  not  have  been  withholden.  But 
every  appearance  aasuiing  such  an  issue  as  will  re- 
dound to  the  reputation  and  strength  of  the  United 
States,  I  have  judged  it  most  proper  to  resume  my  du- 
ties at  the  Beat  of  Government,  leaving  the  chief  com- 
mand with  the  Governor  of  Virginia. 

Still,  however,  as  it  is  probable,  that,  in  a  commotion 
hka  the  present,  whatsoever  may  be  the  pretence,  the 
purposes  of  mischief  and  revenge  may  not  be  laid  amde, 
the  stationing  of  a  small  force,  for  a  certain  period,  in 
the  four  western  counties  of  Pennnylvania,  will  be  in 
diapennUe,  whetfMt  we  contem^te  ibe  ntnatiMi  of 
Uioae  who  are  oonneeted  with  the  axecutton  of  the  laws, 
at  of  odura,  who  msy  have  exposed  themselves  by  an 
hcmorable  attachment  to  them.  Thirty  days  from  the 
commencement  of  this  session  being  the  l^al  limitaUnn 
of  the  employment  of  the  mititia,  Congrev  caimot  be 
too  eariy  occupied  with  this  sul^eet. 

Among  the  discussions  which  may  arise  horn  this 
aspect  of  our  a&ira,  and  from  thedocumentewhidiwUI 
be  submitted  toCongroas,  it  will  not  aaesfw  Ibeir  obacv. 
vation,  that  not  on^  the  Inspector  of  the  Bevenuerlrat 
other  officers  of  the  United  States  in  Pennsylvania,  have, 
from  their  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of  their  functioni, 
sustained  material  injuries  to  their  pvopevty.  The  ob- 
ligation and  poliqr  of  indemnifying  Uiem  are  strong  and 
obvious.  It  may  also  mfrit  attention,  whether  pidiqy 
will  not  enlace  this  provisbn  to  the  retribution  of  othor 
citixens,  who,  though  not  under  the  ties  of  office,  may 
have  suffered  dam^  Iqr  their  gencmia  exertions  te 
upholding  the  Ccmstitntion  and  ttie  laws.  Tbe  amount 
even  if  idl  the  injured  were  ioduded,  would  not  be 
great ;  and,  on  fatuxe  emei^ncies,  the  Government 
would  be  amply  repaid  by  the  influence  of  an  exam^e* 
that  he.who  incurs  a  loss  in  its  defence,  shall  find  a  re- 
compense in  its  liberality. 

While  there  is  cause  to  lament  that  occurrences  of 
this  nature  should  have  disgraced  tiie  name,  or  inter- 
rupted the  tranquilly,  of  any  part  of  am  community,  or 
should  have  diverted,  to  a  new  application,  any  portion 
of  the  pnUic  leaoorces,  dure  are  not  wanting  in  real 
and  substantial  conadations  for  the  misfortone.  It  haa 
demonstrated,  that  our  prosperity  rests  on  solid  founda- 
tions ;  by  fUmishing  an  additional  proof,  that  my  fellow - 
dtiaens  tmderstand  the  true  principles  of  Government 
and  libery ;  that  they  feel  their  inseparable  union ;  that, 
notwithstanding  all  the  devices  which  have  been  used 
to  sway  them  from  their  interest  and  duty,  they  are  now 
as  ready  to  maintaiii  tiie  authority  of  the  laws  against 
licentious  invanona,  as  they  were  to  defend  their  righto 
against  usurpation.  It  has  been  a  spectecle,  displaying 
to  the  highest  advantage  the  value  of  Republican  go- 
vernment, to  behold  tiie  most  and  tbe  least  wealthy  of 
our  dtizens  standing  in  the  same  ranks,  as  private  sol- 
diers, pre-eminently  distinguished  by  being  tiie  army  of 
the  Constitotion ;  undeterred  by  a  march  of  direo  hun- 
dred miles  over  rugged  mountains,  by  the  approach  of 
an  inclement  season,  or  by  any  other  discouragement 
Nor  ou^t  I  to  mnit  to  admowledge  the  efficaciona  and 
patriotic  co-opeiation  wUdi  I  have  experienced  frmn  tiw 
Chief  Magistrates  of  the  States  to  which  my  reqniri- 
tions  have  been  addressed. 

To  every  description  of  dtizena,  indeed,  let  {oaiae  be 
given.  Bat,  let  them  persevere  in  their  affectionate  vi- 
gilance over  that  predous  depository  of  American  faap* 
pinesB,  tbe  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Let  them 
dierish  it,  too,  for  the  sake  of  those  who,  from  eveiy, 
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dine,  ue  daily  saeking  a  dweSing  in  oar  land.  And 
when,  in  the  calm  momenta  of  reflection,  they  ahall 
htcn  retnwsed  the  origin  and  progreaa  of  the  insmreo* 
tioB,  let  them  detenoine  whether  k  haa  not  been  Ib- 
mmled  bj  combinations  of  men,  who,  careleoa  of  con- 
Mqaaneea,  and  diir^;aidiag  the  unerring  tratii  diat 
tboae  who  nnuw  nnnot  always  appeaae  a  eml  eonrid- 
non,  have  diawgninated,  from  an  ignoiuies  or  perver- 
mm  of  fiicts,  aoapidoiia,  jealowiea,  and  aceniatHmi,  of 
ibe  whole  Government 

Having  thns  &lfilled  the  engagement  which  I  look, 
wban  I  entered  into  office,  "  to  the  beat  of  my  abiliqr  to 
preaerve,  protect,  and  defend,  the  Conatitutimi  of  the 
Urited  States,"  on  yoo,  gen^amen,  and  the  pec^  bj 
whom  you  are  deputed,  I  rely  for  support. 

fai  tti«  amngementa  to  whidi  the  poaanUlify  <rf  a 
■milar  eantingeney  will  naturally  draw  yonr  attentiMi, 
it  onght  not  to  be  forgotten  that  the  militia  lawa  have 
exhibited  such  afarikiiig  defects  aa  conld  not  have  been 
supplied  but  by  the  zeal  of  our  dtisena.  Ba^es  the 
extiaordinaiy  expense  and  waste,  whidi  an  not  the 
hart  of  ihe  defeels,  every  appeal  to  those  lawa  ia  at- 
taadad  witha  dotdit  on  iU  aueceaa. 

The  densng  andeataUiBhingofaweUfCfttilatedmi- 
Utia  woold  be  a  genuine  aoniea  of  Legidative  honn', 
and  a  perfect  title  to  pnbtie  gratitude.  I,  tfieiefore,  m- 
tertain  ttie  hope,  that  the  preaent  eeaaion  will  not  peas, 
without  carrying,  to  its  full  energy,  the  power  of  or- 
ganixing)  anning,  and  disdptining,  the  militia;  and 
thus  providing,  in  the  language  of  the  Constitation,  for 
catting  them  forth  to  execute  the  lawa  of  the  Union, 
safpreaa  inaorrection,  and  repel  invasiona. 

Aaaudliaiy  to  the  state  of  our  defence,  to  which  Con- 
poaa  oan  never  too  fraquantW  reenr,  Oubw  will  not  omit 
te  inqoire  whedier  the  fiaiificatioiis,  wmdi  have  been 
abeady  beenied  by  law,  be  eommeniutate  iritti  our  ex- 
igendea. 

The  intelligence  from  the  army  under  the  command 
of  OeneraJ  Wayne  is  a  happv  presage  to  our  military 
operations  against  the  hostile  todianji  North  of  the  Ohio. 
From  the_  advices  which  have  been  forwarded,  the  ad- 
vance which  he  has  made  must  have  damped  the  aidor 
of  tfifl  savagea,  and  weakened  thebobalinaCT  in  waging 
war  against  the  United  States.  And  yet,  even  at  this 
late  hour,  when  our  power  to  punish  them  canjut  be 
questioned,  we  shall  not  be  unwilling  to  craaent  a  last- 
ing peace,  upon  terms  of  candor,  eqni^,  and  goodndgfa- 
borhood. 

Towaida  none  of  the  Indian  tribea  have  overtorea  of 
fUendahip  beMi  spared.  The  Creeks,  in  particular,  are 
covered  from  encmaclunent  by  the  interpodtion  of  the 
Oenerd  Government,  and  that  of  Oewgia.  From  a 
deaire,  also,  to  remove  the  discontente  of  the  Six  Hm- 
tions,  a  aettlement  meditated  at  Ftasqu'iale,  on  Lake 
Erie,  has  been  suspended ;  and  an  agent  is  now  endea- 
voring to  rectify  any  misconception  into  whidi  they 
may  have  fellen.  But  I  cannot  refrain  from  again 
pnadng  t^ton  your  deliberations  the  plan  which  I  re- 
commended at  the  last  session,  for  the  improvement  of 
harmony  with  all  the  Indians  within  our  Umits,  by  the 
ftxing  and  cmdoeting  of  trading  houaes  upon  the  inin- 
caplea  then  expreased. 

Omthnun  of  the  Ibute  of  R^preamtativet 

Th«  time  which  has  elapsed  since  the  commence- 
mutt  of  our  fiscd  measures  has  devdoped  our  pecuni- 
ary reaoorces,  ao  aa  to  a^n  flu  way  for  a  deanitive 
plan  for  the  redemption  of  the  Public  Debt.  It  is  be- 
Iwveu  that  flie  leanlt  ia  andi  aa  to  enconnge  Congrev 


to  oonsammate  this  work  witiwut  delay.  Nadng  eu 
more  promote  the  permanent  welfereof  the  nstioa,id 
nothing  would  be  more  giatefill  to  onr  oawlitii* 
Indeed,  whataoevar  is  imfiuisbed  of  our  vjittm  of]Nib- 
lie  credit,  cannot  be  bmefited  procrastinatiMi; 
aa  fer  aa  may  be  ptaotiaaUe.  we  om^  to  pim  te 
credit  m  sptottada  whidi  ewnot  be  dktwbad,  «1  b 
prevent  tfiat  progteasiva  anrwiMilaliwi  of  debl,irUd 
must  ultunataly  endanger  all  CKmnuMnlih 

An  estimate  of  the  necessary  apfmpriatknu,  intM- 
ing  the  expenditores  into  whidi  we  b*ve  ben  diNv 
by  the  insurrection,  will  be  enbmitted  to  Congm^ 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  HouH  of  R^esentaiive$ 

The  Mint  of  the  United  Stataa  haa  enlend  iuob  Ai 
coinage  of  the  predous  metals ;  and  conaidertue  imv 
of  defective  coins  and  bullion  have  been  lodged  witb  Ht 
Director,  by  iodividual&  There  is  a  pleasing  potptd 
that  the  institution  will,  at  no  remote  day,  realiw  thi 
expectation  which  waa  originally  formed  of  its  stili^. 

In  subsequent  communications,  certain  nrniTr*-"-* 
of  oor  intercourse  with  foreign  nations  will  be  tnnnit- 
ted  lo  Congress.  However,  U  may  not  be  nnseasaaiUt 
to  announce  that  my  poUiy,  in  our  fimign  ttanisdiwwi 
has  been,  to  cultivate  peace  with  all  the  wc»ld;  tsob* 
aerve  treaties  with  pure  and  absolute  fiuUi;  tocUek 
every  deviaticMi  from  the  line  of  impartiaU^ ;  to  expUo 
what  may  have  been  misaj^rehended,  and  coneetdtil 
may  have  been  injurious  to  any  nation;  and,  hanic 
thus  acquired  the  right,  to  lose  no  time  in  acqniinif  A> 
abih^,  to  insist  t^on  justice  being  done  to  oai«eh» 

Let  ua  unite,  therefers^  in  impkning  the  St^MM  Xdo 
of  Nations  to  spread  Hia  holy  pvoteetiim  our  few 
United  States;  to  turn  the  machinations  of  the  wickd 
to  tiie  confirming  of  oor  ConatitittiM;  to  enaUa  «.>t 
dl  times,  to  root  out  intenul  seditiim,  and  pot  intuiia 
to  flight ;  to  perpetuate  to  our  oonnt^  that  fmffBtj, 
which  Hia  goodneaa  haa  already  oonferred,  aM  to<«i^ 
the  antic^NdiotiB  of  this  Qovanimant  hdng  a  nftgM" 
to  human  rights. 

G.  WASHINOTOM. 
UiriTaB  States,  November  19, 1794. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Kino,  ELLawoBTftini 
Izard,  be  a  committee  to  report  the  draft  of*" 
Address  to  the  President  or  the  United  Statbb, 
in  answer  to  his  Speech  this  day.  to  both  Houaes 
of  CoiUTess. 

The  VICE  Pbesidemt  laid  before  the  Senate  tlu 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  SiokiiigF<i>") 
which  was  read,  as  follows: 

"The  Vice  President  of  the  United  Stetsi 
dent  of  Uw  Senate,  the  Chief  Joatica,  tin  8sca«(«T" 
State,  tiie  Secretary  of  ^  TrMsoiy.  and  die  AM«^ 
General,  req>ectfully  report  to  Ctrngran  ai 
"  That,  pursuant  to  the  ai^  entitled  '  An  act  mm 
provision  for  the  reduction  of  the  PuUic  TMlt,'^* 
confonni^  to  readutions  agreed  upon  by  them,  m 
aeverdly  approved  by  Uw  Freddent  of  the  Unitsd  8tt<* 
they  have,  since  their  report  dated  the  iMi  of  Dm***  ! 
her,  tTS^causedporchaaesfrf'theaaiddebttobam  I 
thnmgbUM  agency  of  SemudMeredifli,  to  j 
of  one  hundred  and  thir^^iine  thousand  and  tenotf-  \ 
seven  doUaia  and  dghty-eight  cents,  for  whidi  lb«i< 
luve  been  paid  in  apeda  tme  hnndnd  thoeiaad  u* 
sixty -one  dollats  and  aeventy-six  cents. 

**  Tljat,  puiauant  to  the  act,  entitled  *  An  ad  «J 
Bientaiy  to  die  act  makiiigpivTiBiMi  for  Ae 
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XJmbUi  Stales,*  and  In  aa^anmtj  to  raaoltiioM  agraad 
apon  by  tbenx,  and  severally  tcpj^owtd  by  the  Piondcnt 
of  the  United  8tttee,  tbeyWe  liao  cMued  parotuMsof 
tbe  Mid  debt  to  be  made,  fuhMqueiit  to  their  said  report 
of  the  dixteeoth  day  of  December,  1708,  to  tlka  amwut 
of  dne  hundred  and  aix  tbovaand  aeren  handled  and 
filly  dollan  and  diii^-Mmicailaiforiffhidi  then  have 
hMB  paid  eigh^-five  tbooaand  eight  hundred  and  thir* 
^•two  doUara  and  ninety-ooe  eente  in  apede. 

"That  the  documenti  accompanying  thia  report, 
nwrfced  B,  O,  D,  and  E,  ihow  the  afineeaid  poicMaea 
ganerally  and  in  detail,  induding  the  plaees  when,  the 
times  when,  the  prices  at  which,  aowl  the  perwns  of 
whom,  the  pnrehasee  were  made. 

**  That  the  documents  marited  A  ahow  the  ^ooesdp 
iafi  of  the  aceovnting  offieeis  of  iIm  Tnamnf  m  n- 
^ect  to  ilw  aetOement  of  an  aeoonnt  fiir  tlie  oxpoidH 
tvo  of  Rtty  thousand  ddUrs  in  pordiaaeB  wUdi  wan 
stated  in  our  former  report,  at  the  dale  of  whit^fta  said 
settlement  had  not  been  completed. 

"  That  the  purchases  now  and  heretofore  reported, 
aaaoont  together  to  two  millions  two  hundred  and  aixi^- 
five  thousand  and  twenty-two  ddlais  and  filfy-eeren  cents 
in  stock,  fin  which  there  have  been  paid  in  wecte,  one 
miUknk  five  hundred  and  d^ii^-onedioasatiduiisehWH 
Ani  and  twenty-three  dollars  and  nxty-eereD  cents,  as 
will  be  mon  partjcularly  seen  by  iba  docnmaDt  madi- 

"  On  behalf  of  the  Board, 

"JOHN  ADAMS. 
Pkiubupbia,  November  18,  1794." 

Ordendt  That  this  lepan  lie  on  the  taUe. 

Tbubsdat,  Norembet  30. 

A  Message  was  receird  from  the  Prbsideiit 
OP  THB  Ubitbd  Statbs,  With  the  following  com- 
mnaications,  to  wit : 

Nou  1.  Judge  Wilson's  certiflcate. 

5.  Hm  flist  Pmrlamation  of  7Ui  Augutt. 

8.  He  butnictions  to  the  ComnUanonera. 
4.  The  Report  of  the  CommiasionerR. 

6.  The  aeeond  Proclamation  of  36ti>  September. 

6.  The  correspondence  between  the  Governor  of 

Pennsylvania  and  the  Saewtaiy  ftr  the  Ds> 
E  partDMDt  of  State. 

7.  The  Report  £nta  the  Secretarr  of  the  Tieasn- 

ly  to  Uie  President  of  tbe  United  States. 
S>  Instmctions  to  the  Govenm  ^Virginia. 

9.  General  W^rne'a  Liters. 

10.  Papers  respecting  the  Creek  Indiana  and  tbs 

State  of  GecHTgia. 

11.  Letlen  with  respect  to  Preaqn'ide. 
IS.  A  Letter  fiom  tte  Director  of  the  Mint. 

These  papers  were  in  part  read. 
Ordered,  That  the  further  reading  thereof  he 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 
,      Uur.  KiMQ,  from  the  committee,  reported  an  Ad- 
I    dress  to  the  President  or  the  Unitbd  Statbs, 
.    in  reply  to  his  Speech  of  the  19th,  to  Hooses 
of  CongresSjWhich  was  read. 

Ordmd,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  to  take 
this  report  into  consideration. 

Fbidat,  NoTembw  81. 
The  Senate  took  into  consideratloa  the  mtort 
Et  eonnitHwt,  in  re^y  to  the  Speech  of  the 


PBBSIBniT  OPTRB  UlflTBD  StATBB  tO  both  HoVSes 

of  Congress  at  the  opening  <^  the  session ;  and  it 
was  agreed  to  consider  the  report  in  paraCTaphs. 

On  motitMi  by  Mr.  Bdbb,  seconded  by  Ku.  Jack- 
son, to  expunge  these  words : 

u  Our  anxie^,  arinig  ^  lioeiitiovs  and  opM 
renstance  to  the  laws  in  the  Weston  counties  <rfPaaA' 
^Ivania,  has  been  increased  b^  the  proceedings  of  oer> 
tain  self^ieated  societies,  relative  to  the  laws  and  ad- 
muustrstion  of  the  Govenunent ;  proceediDgs,  in  otur 
apprehension,  founded  in  political  error,  caknlatad,  if 
not  intended,  to  diawganise  our  Goveinment,  and  which,- 
ly  inuring  deludve  hmpes  of  suapart.  have  hem  iniasa- 
tial  in  misleading  our  feUownaiiaMu  in  the  aeans  of  in- 
aurrectioQ:" 

It  passed  in  the  oegatiTe. 
On  moti<Hi  to  amend  the  paragnph  respecting 
the  Army,  under  the  command  of  Qeneral  Wayne, 
to  be  read  as  follows: 

"  The  plaasDK  with  which  we  learn  the  success  of 
the  Western  Army  under  the  command  of  General 
Wayne,  is  enhanced  by  the  hope,  that  their  victories 
will  lay  the  foundation  of  a  just  and  durriile  psace  widl 
the  Indian  txSbta:" 

It  passed  in  the  negatiTe. 
On  motion  to  strike  out  of  the  paraffraph  respect- 
ing the  Western  Army,  the  words :  "General  and 
it  passed  in  the  negative. 

And  the  several  paragraphs  reported  by  the 
committee  being  agreed  to,  the  report  was  adopt- 
ed, as  follows: 

8iB :  We  receive  with  pleasure  your  Speech  to  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress.   In  it  wo  percerve  renewed  ^ 
proo6  of  that  vigtlant  and  paternal  concern  for  the  pros- 
perity, honor,  and  happiness  of  our  cotmtry,  which  has 
unifiwmly  distinguished  your  past  administratioa. 

Our  anxiety  arising  from  the  licentiooa  and  open 
resistattee  to  file  laws  in  Ae  Western  coonties  of  Pmu»^ 
sylvaata,  has  been  increased  by  the  proceedings  cor- 
tun  self-created  societies,  relative  to  the  laws  and  ad- 
nunistratiou  of- the  Government;  proceedings,  in  onr 
afqirebqnnon,  founded  in  political  error,  calenlated,  if 
not  intended,  to  disorganise  oorOovenuMnt,  and  which, 
by  inspiring  dehuive  bcpesof  suppnt,  have  been  mflnea- 
tial  in  misleading  our  fcUow  dtiasns  m  the  sBsoe  of  in- 
surrectbn. 

In  a  situstiMi  so  ddieate  and  u^orlsn^  dw  kniant 
and  persuarivs  measures  which  you  aj^tcd  merit  and 
receive  our  afieetionate  approbi^n.  These  fiuUng  to 
procure  their  proper  effect,  and  coercion  having  becMne 
mevitable,  we  have  derived  the  highest  satis&ction  from 
the  enlightened  patriotism  and  wnimiHffg  zeal  with 
which  the  citiiens  of  New  Jersey,  Pcam^hania,  Mary- 
land, and  Virginu,  have  taliied  around  the  standard  of 
Government,  in  mfftmii&aiai,  to  ananhy  and  insorrection. 

Onr  wann  and  oordial  aelmowleagmenta  are  dus  to 
you,  sir,  for  the  wisdom  and  dedsion  with  which  you 
arrayed  d»  nSHia,  to  execute  the  poUie  wiU ;  and  to 
them,  for  the  duintsiestsdneas  and  uaaity  with  which 
they  obeyed  your  summons. 

llie  example  is  praciona  to  Ae  theoiy  of  our  €h>- 
vemmeiit,  and  eonftn  the  brightest  honor  upon  the 
patriots  vrho  have  given  it 

We  shall  readily  ameur  m  such  fivlhir  pcovisisns 
for  the  seemt^  of  internal  peaes  snd  a  dva  ohsdiencata 
the  laws,  as  the  ooesi^  maiufestfar  requires. 
Tbs  sAcCud  ofgsanatiDBof  the  BuHtia,  and  a  pni* 


L 


Digitized  by 


796 


HISTOKT  OF  CONGRESS. 


79« 


dent  aUnition  to  the  fitrtifiertioiu  of  our  porti  and  har- 
bon,  are  aulgects  of  great  mtional  importanoe,  and,  to- 
gether with  the  other  meaatuee  you  have  been  pleaeed 
to  recommend,  will  receive  our  deliberate  consideration. 

The  auccen  of  the  troope  under  the  command  of 
General  Wayne  cannot  fail  to  produce  essential  advan- 
tages. The  pleasure  with  which  we  acknowledge  the 
merili  of  that  gdDaiit  Oenenl  and  Army,  is  enluneed 
by  die  hope  that  tittir  victoriea  wiH  lay  the  foundation 
aa  jnst  rad  dtti^ile  peace  with  the  Indian  tribes. 

At  a  period  ao  momentous  in  the  affiurs  of  nations, 
the  temperate,  just,  and  firm  policy  that  yon  have  par- 
sned,  in  respect  to  foreign  Powers,  has  been  eminently 
calculated  to  promote  the  great  and  eaaentiai  interest  of 
aax  country,  and  has  created  the  fitireat  title  to  the  pub- 
He  gratitude  and  thanka. 

•    JOHN  ADAMS, 
VUs-Premdent  of  tie  Vnited  StattM 
and  Pretidmt  of  the  Senate. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  who  prepared 
the  Address  wait  on  the  Pbssidbmt  op  tbb  Um  it- 
BD  Statbs,  and  desire  him  to  acqaaiat  the  Se- 
nate at  what  time  and  place  it  will  be  most  eon- 
renient  for  him  that  it  ^ould  be  presented. 

Mr.  KiMO  reported,  from  the  committee,  that 
Hity  had  waited  on  the  Pbesident  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,'  and  that  he  would  receive  the  Ad- 
dress of  the  Senate  to-morrow  at  18  o'clock  at  his 
own  house. 

The  foUowiog  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbbsideht  of  the  United  States: 
Oentiemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  tne  Houae  of  RepreaentaHveM  : 

I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  a  Letter  from  the  Go- 
vernor of  the  State  of  New  Totk,  and  of  the  exemplifi- 
cation of  an  Actof  the  LegisIiUure  thereof;  ratifying  the 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates, 
pnwOMd  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  ReResentattvea, 
at  mrir  last  seadon,  respecting  the  Judicial  power. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UaiTiii  Statis,  Natember  SI,  ITM. 

Ordrwd,  That  the  Message  and  papers  referred 
to  lie  on  file.  , 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
certificate  of  notice  given  to  Rufus  Putnam  and 
othen,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  Senate  of  13ih  of 
May  last  to  show  cause  res|»ecting  the  claims  of 
the  pe(^le  of  GalliopolU ;  which  was  read  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Lanqdon,  Izard,  and 
Burr,  be  a  Committee  to  report  such  Rules  as 
may  be  necessary  to  compel  the  attendance  of  the 
members  of  the  Senate. 


Satdrdat.  November  22. 
The  Senate  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  VicE'PBE8iDBNT,in  their 
name,  (Hesented  the  Address  agreed  to  on  the  21st 
instanL 

To  which  the  Prbsidbnt  or  thb  United 
States  was  pleated  to  make  the  following  Reply : 
GaUlemen: 

Among  ^  occasions  which  have  been  afforded  for 
Wjiiiisiiiig  my  smse  of  the  zealouBandatMid&ateiMqp^ 
of  the  Bmate,  in  the  "ff  Titmannr  ^^"T^wtfiiti 


fNovBinn,  ITM. 


none  has  yet  ooonrred  more  foreiUy  demandiiig  my  wb- 
qualified  aebnorrtedgmenta  than  Ae  presenL 

Next  to  the  consciousness  of  nprij^t  intentions,  it  is 
the  highest  pleasure  to  be  approved  by  the  enlightened 
Representatives  of  a  free  nation.  With  tiie  satisfadian, 
therefore,  which  arises  from  an  unalterable  attachment 
to  public  order,  do  I  learn,  that  Ae  Senate  discounte- 
nance those  pmceedmga,  iriudi  would  arrogate  the  (t 
rection  of  our  afiain,  without  any  degree  ^  aaUioritf 
derived  firom  the  peo^de. 

It  has  been  mote  than  once  the  btofomrGovemiiMDt 
to  be  thrown  into  new  and  delicate  situations;  and  of 
these,  the  insarTecti<m  has  not  been  the  least  important 
Having  been  compelled  at  length  to  lay  aside  my  repog- 
nance  to  resort  to  arms,  I  derive  mndi  haptnneas  fnui 
being  confirmed  by  your  judgment  in  the  neceiai^  ef 
dad^VB  measmw,  and  fioon  tfie  snmnt  of  uy  ftBow^ 
dtiiew  (tf  the  mUitia,  «4io  were  ue  patriotic  inaCn* 
mentfl  of  that  neeeasily. 

With  such  demonstrations  of  affection  for  our  Oon* 
atitution ;  with  an  adequale  organization  of  the  nulitia ; 
vrith  the  establishment  of  necessary  fortificationB ;  with 
a  continuance  of  those  judictous  and  spirited  exertions 
which  have  brought  victory  to  our  Western  Army;  widi 
a  due  attention  to  public  credit  and  an  mumllied  honor 
towards  all  nations;  we  may  meet,  under  every  aase- 
ranee  of  socceas,  our  enemka  from  within  and  ham 
without. 

G.  WAraiNGTON. 

The  Senate  returned  to  their  own  Chamber, 
and  then  adjourned. 


Monday,  November  24. 
John  Rdtherfdrd,  from  New  Jersey,  attended. 
The  reading  of  the  papers  communicated  br  the 

PREaiDBRT  OP  the  UNITED  StaTES,  the  StOtll  111- 

stant,  was  resamed;  and,  after  progress,  theftuthn 
reading  thereof  was  postponed. 


Tdesday,  November  25. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  Statbs: 
GtntUmen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  Rqn^tentativet  .* 
I  lay  before  j^ou  a  statement  of  the  troops  in  Ae  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  which  has  been  submitted  H 
me  by  the  Secretary  of  Wax.  It  will  rest  with  Congress 
to  consider  and  detennine  whether  further  indneeiiHnti 
shall  be  held  out  for  entering  into  the  military  ettvios 
of  the  United  States,  m  «der  to  comj^ete  the  eatoliliifc 
ment anthotiMd  bylaw. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 
ViriTBB  Statss,  I^ntmber  SS,  1794. 

The  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  reading  of  the  papers  communicated  from 
the  President  op  the  United  States,  the  80th 
instant,  was  resamed  j  and,  after  progress,  the  Se- 
nate adjourned. 

Wsdrbbdat,  November  26. 

John  Henby,  from  Maryland,  and  Jaiebs  Rob^ 
from  Pennsylvania,  severally  attraded. 

A  message  &om  the  House  of  RepresoitaliTek 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hoaae  have  pnHB 
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a.  biU,  enUUed  "  An  tct  extending  the  privilege  of 
franking  to  Jambs  Whitb,  the  delegate  from  the 
Territory  of  the  United  Slates  South  a(  the  rirer 
Oliiojand  making  prorision  for  his  compensa- 
tion f  *  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate.  Also,  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives have,  on  their  part,  elected  the  Rev.  Asubbl 
Green,  a  Chaplain  to  Congress,  for  the  present 
session. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

The  papers  communicated  from  the  Pbesidbnt 
OP  THE  UNiTEn  States,  the  20th  instant,  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 


TBDBsnAT,  November  27. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  extending  the  privi- 
lege of  franking  to  James  White,  the  Delegate 
from  the  Territory  of  thp  United  States  South  of 
the  river  Ohio,  and  making  pruvi^iion  futhis  com- 
pensation," was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading. 

A  messue  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes. 
informed  the  Senate  tiiat  the  House  have  pasaea 
a  bill,  entitled  An  ilct  to  authorize  the  President 
to  call  out  and  station  a  corps  of  militia  in  the  four 
Western  counties  of  Pennsylvania  for  a  limited 
time;"  in  iriiich  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

This  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
a  second  readibg. 


Fbiday,  November  28. 
ShmraBN  R.  Bradlbt,  from  Vermtrnt,  and  Ca- 
ia»  Stbono,  from  Massachusetts,  severally  at- 
tended. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  extending  the  privi- 
ly of  franking  to  Jambs  White,  the  Delegate 
from  the  Territory  <^  the  United  States  Soath  of 
the  river  Ohio,  and  making  provision  for  his  com- 
poisation."  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bilL  mtitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Pbb- 
siDBNT  to  call  out  and  station  a  corps  of  militia 
in  the  four  Western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  for 
a  limited  time,"  was  read  the  second  and  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  Vice  Prebidbmt  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  TreMorer  of  the  United  States, 
widi  his  specie  account  for  the  quarter  ending 
30th  Jime,  t(^ther  with  his  War  Department  ac- 
count, ending  30th  September  last.  The  Letter 
ud  accounts  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


MoNnAT,  December  1. 
No  business  of  importance  came  before  the 
Senate  to-day. 

ToBBDAT,  December  2. 
Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Morbis,  Ellsworth, 
and  Cabot,  be  a  coounittee  to  examine  the  dfr> 
uands  of  QrifBth  Jones,  Samuel  Prioleao,  and  John 
A.  Livingston,  respectively,  against  the  United 
States,  and,  if  they  Aink  proper,  to  report  a  bill 
Vor  their  payment. 


WBDNBsnAT,  December  3. 
The  foUowittg  M^sage  was  received  fmn  the 
President  optbs  United  States: 
Gejtilemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  tie  Houte  of  R^ttteentatteet  .• 
I  truumii  to  yon  an  offidsl  statonsnt  (tf  the  ex- 

Cnditure,  to  the  30th  of  Sqitember  last,  fiom  tiie  sums 
retofore  gruited  to  defray  the  contins^t  expenses  of 
GoTemment,  by  acta  passed  the  26th  day  m  BItreht 
1790,  and  the  9th  of  June,  1794. 

.G.  WASHINGTON. 
UiTiTKD  Statxb,  Daember  S,  1794. 

The  Message  and  statement  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  for  consideration. 
On  motion, 

"  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
amend  and  ezfJain  the  last  clauae  of  the  twenty-aecond 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  '  An  «iA  to  estaUish  the  Jo- 
didal  Courts  of  the  United  States,*  which  respects  the 
security  to  be  given  on  obtaining  a  writ  mT  error :" 

Ordered,  That  the  consideratioh  of  thu  motiiMi 
be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Tbdbsdat,  December  4. 
The  motitm  made  yesterday,  for  a  committee 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  and  explain  the  last 
clause -of  the  twenty-second  section  of  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  Judicial  Courts 
of  the  United  States,"  which  respects  the  secu- 
rity to  be  given  on  obtaining  a  writ  of  error,  was 
considered  an^  agreed  to;  and  Messrs.  LiverhorBi 
Ellswobtb,  and  Borb,  were  appointed  aa  the 
committee. 

Frioat,  December  5. 

Mr.  Litbrhobb,  from  the  committee  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  and  ex- 
plain the  twenty-sectmd  section  of  the  "Act  esta- 
blishing the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States^ 
which  was  read  the  first  tim^  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  a  committee  be  ap- 

Siinted,  to  cmfer  with  such  committee  as  the 
ouse  of  Representatives  may  for  that  purpose 
appoint,  to  inquire  what  business  is  necessary  to 
be  done  during  the  present  session. 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  lie  for  eonsideiation. 

MoNUAT,  December  8. 

The  bill  to  amend  and  explain  the  twen^- 
second  section  of  the  "Act  establishing  the  Ju£- 
cial  Courts  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the 
second  and  third  times,  and  passed. 

The  motion  made  the  5th  instant,  that  a  com* 
mittee  be  appointed,  to  confer  with  such  commit- 
tee as  the  House  of  Representatives  may  for  that 
purpose  appoint,  to  inquire  what  business  is  ne- 
cesnry  to  m  done  during  the  present  session,  was 
considered. 

On  motion  to  anumd  this  moti<xi,  to  be  read  as 
follows:  • 

"  That  a  committee  be  npointed  to  cnaridsr  and  tt- 
port  what  bunHss  it  will  be  proper  fin  die  Senate  to 
takai^:" 
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It  pwed  in  the  ne^tive.  And  the  origiiul  mo- 
tun  Deing  aneed  to,  it  wu  ' 

Sesolved,lihAt  Messrs.  Bukil Ellsworth, ud 
Strong,  be  a  committee,  to  conier  with  such  com- 
mittee as  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  may  for 
that  purpose  appoint,  to  inquire  what  business  is 
necessary  to  be  done  during  the  present  session. 

A  message  from  the  House  ot  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Peter  Covenhoven,"  iu  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 


ToBSD&r,  December  9. 

Richard  Porra,  from  Maryland,  attended  to- 
day. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter 
Covenhoven,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Jackbon,Rdtherfdrd,  and  Burr, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Burr  notified  the  Senate  that  he  should, 
to-morrow,  move  for  permission  to  introdoee  a 
bill  to  amend  the  act,  mtitled  "  An  act  to  establish 
the  Peat  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United 
Statea.** 


Wbdnbbdat,  December  10. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr.  Bdrr 
had  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  enti- 
tled <^An  act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  within  the  United  States,"  which  was  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

A  motbn  was  made  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  expediency  of  passing  an 
act  of  outlawry,  declaring  in  what  cases  persons 
may  be  outlawed,  what  shall  be  the  {wocess  of 
outlawry,  and  what  its  effects;  and  to  report  a 
bilL,  if  ther  shall  think  proper. 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  lie  for  etmaldeiation 
until  to-morrow. 

(hdered,  That  Messrs.  Ellsworth,  Burr,  and 
Bhaduy,  be  a  committee  to  revise  the  prorinons 
tat  the  employment  and  compensation  of  clerks 
in  the  pubbe  offices;  and,  if  they  find  iterations 
'  to  be  necessary,  to  report  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
infooned  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
^  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  approprutions 
for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1795;" 
also,  the  biU,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a  Loan 
of  two  miltioos  of  dollars;" -in  which  several  bills 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

TntTRaDAT,  December  11. 

Frbdrrick  FRsuHOHOYasM,  from  New  Jersey, 
attended. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  die 
Prrbidemt  of  thb  United  Statbs: 

Gtfifitwtm  of  the  8a%aU,  amd 

^mc  House  of  lUprmtOatiua 
I  tranmit  to  yoa,  fiv  ewsidwation,  a  wpisssalstiott 


made  to  um  by  die  Beeietsny  of  Oie  Tnanny,  oo  the 
■uUMlorooiirtitnliBganoBoagr,  to  baqiMiaflyclMvsd 
wim  die  buwness  of  utoeaiiag  eertain  poUie  smliBa. 

O.  WASHING^W. 
UviTBD  Statbs,  Decent  11, 17M. 

The  Message  and  report  therein  mentioned  were 
read,  and  re^rred  to  Messrs.  Stbohg,  Fbeliko- 
rvtsen,  and  Cabot,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on to  the  Senate. 

The  moticm  made  yesterday,  for  a  eonunittee 
to  consider  the  expediency  or  passing  an  act  of 
outlawry,  declaring  in  what  cases  persons  may  be 
outlawed,  what  shall  be  the  process  of  outlawry, 
and  what  its  effects,  was  considered  and  asreed 
to;  and  Messrs.  £li.bvorth,  Strong,  and  Ros^ 
were  appoint^  a  ocmmittae  to  npon  thereon  to 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within 
the  United  States,"  was  read  the  second  time^and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Bdrr,  Livbrhore,  and  Foa- 
tbb,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bilL  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a  Loan 
of  two  millions  of  doUars,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Ellswortr,  Cabot, 
and  Bradlbt,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to 
the  Senate. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  apprajvia- 
tions  for  the  support  of  Qovemment  for  the  year 
1795,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Rdtherfurd,  Bradford,  and  Cabot,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  "to  the  Senate. 


Friday,  December  12.  j 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives  I 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  hilL  entitled  "  An  act  to  anthorize  the  officers  of 
the  Treasuiy  to  audit  and  pass  the  account  of  the 
late  Edward  Blaachard.  deceased;  also,  a  bill,eB-  ' 
titled  "  An  act  to  r^ulate  the  pay  of  the  boq- 
commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  of 
the  militia  of  the  United  States,  when  called  into 
a^taaX  service,  and  lor  other  purposes ;"  to  which 
bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  mils  last  sent  from  the  Housevf  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence  were  severally  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

MoHnAT,  December  15. 

Stephen  Mix  Mttchell,  from  Connecticut,  at- 
tended to-day. 

Mr.  Ellsworth^  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act 
authorizing  a  Loan  of  two  millions  of  dollars,"  re- 
ported that  the  bill  pass  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  author- 
ize the  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  audit  aad  pass 
the  account  of  the  late  Edward  BUnehard,  de- 
ceased," was  read  the  second  time,  andrelernd  to 
Messrs.  Strono,  Bradlbt,  and  EowARH,toe«»- 
sider  and  report  thereon  to  the  SemUe. 
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The  Inll  sent  irom  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives  for  concorrenee,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regn- 
late  the  pay  of  the  non-commissioaed  officers,  mu- 
sicians, and  |»-iTates,  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,  when  called  into  actual  serriee,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Hawkins,  Bdrb,  and  Ells- 
worth, to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Strong,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  consideration  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  op  tbe  Unitsd  Stated,  of  ^e  11th 
of  December,  with  a  representation  from  the  Se- 
cretary for  the  Department  of  the  Treasury,  on 
the  expediency  of  constituting  an  officer,  to  be 
Bpeeially  charged  with  the  business  of  procuring 
certain  public  supplies,  reported  a  bill  for  that 

Snrpose;  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  or- 
ered  to  a  second  reading. 


TCBBDAY,  December  16. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PRESIDBNT  OP  TBE  UhITED  StaTEs: 
Gtniltnen  of  the  Senate,  and 

«/  ihe  Bouse  of  ReprttenitUivea : 
I  traumit  to  Congress  the  copy  of  a  Letter  firom  tbe 
8eeietU7  of  State,  with  his  aoeoont,  u  aborted  with 
ihe/IVsMuy  Bwwul—nl,  of  the  expwtditaie  of  mo- 
miffm  ^ppn^niatod  fiv  our  taitenoune  with  faieign  na< 
ti<M,a»toae  1st  of  July,  179i. 

G.  WASHINOTOZf . 
Uxim  SxAtu,  iTewmier^fl,  17M. 

The  Bfessage  and  papers  thenm  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  eonaiderMion. 

The  IhII,  sent  fron  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  eonewncaoe,  entitM  "  An  act  anthcniz- 
iB^  a  Loan  of  two  milUoBs  of  delhis,*'  was  n*d 
the  durd  thne,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  establish  the  t^ce  of  Purveyor  of 
Supines  was  read  the  second  time,  and  recommit- 
ted, for  tbe  purpose  of  more  ezplioitly  inserting 
the  clauses  prohibiting  the  officer  named  from 
commercial  negotiations. 

Mr.  Burr,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  die  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  cmicurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  'Ajb  act  to  establish  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United 
States."  reported  an  amendment,  which  was  adopt- 
ed, and  the  bill  being  further  amended,  was  or- 
dered to  be  read  the  third  time  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  January  next. 

Mr.  StbonOj  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatires  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  audit  end 
pass  the  account  of  Edward  Blanchard,  deceased," 
reported  that  the  bill  pass  without  amendment: 
and,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  rule  was  dispensed 
with,  and  the  biQ  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Wbvvbsday,  December  17. 
The  fi^owing  Message  was  received  fimn  the 

PRESIUHT  OP  THE  UhITEO  StATBS  i 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Houte  of  S^irtaentatweB  .■ 

I  lay  before  Congrew  oopiea  of  the  Jonnial  of  the 
proceedings  in  EzecatiTe  Department  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  tihe  United  States  Soudt  of  the  river  Ohio, 
to  the  first  of  September,  1794. 

O.  WABHINQTON. 

Dnitbd  SvAtai,  Deeember  17, 17M. 

The  Mess^  and  papers  therein  referred  to  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  irom  die  commiNee  to  whraoa 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  concurreoce,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
regulate  the  pay  of  non-commissiooed  officers, 
musicians,  and  privates,  of  the  militia  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  when  called  into  actual  service,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  reported  that  the  bill  pass 
without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  this  report  lie  for  consideratioh. 

The  Vice  PREain&NT  laid  befbre  tbe  Senate  a 
confidential  communication  from  the  Secretary  for 
the  Depamnent  of  War,  made  by  order  of  the 
President  op  the  United  States,  which:  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 


Tborsdat,  December  18. 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bin,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
eoncurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  pay 
of  the  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and 
privates,  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  when 
called  iitto  aetoal  service,  and  for  other  purposes." 

On  motion  to  expmfe  the  fonrA  aecaon  of  the 
bill,  as  follows: 

"And  he  it Jkaiker  mailed.  That,  bi  ad£lioit  to 
the  pay  heietoRm  aathorixed  by  law,  there  diaU  be  ^ 
lowed  and  paid  to  the  uon^jommieMened  ottens,  iWH 
aiciaiM,  and  privates,  of  the  mihtim  Utefy  called  fintfi 
into  the  actual  eervicaofthe  United  fitatea,  on  an  ezpe* 
dition  to  Fort  Pitt,  nich  nuia  as  ■hall,  with  the  pay 
heretofore  by  law  MtabHehed,  be  equal  to  the  allow- 
ancee  reepedzrely  provided  in  the  first  sectioa  of  this 
act:  Prtmded,  nnerthtlaa.  That  the  oompeasctioaa 
made  any  StatOt  (o  nailitiB  called  Ibrth  fiem 
State,  Aall  bedecsned  to  be  indoded  in  Oe  additional 
allomnca  authorised  by  this  act;  and  sudi  State  shall 
be  estitied  to  receive  from  the  Treaewy  of  the  United 
States  raeh  earns  as  tbn  shall  have  paid  or  allowed  to 
die  non-commisdoned  officers,  muneune,  and  privates, 
over  and  above  the  heretofore  allowed  by  Uw,  and 
not  exceeding  Ae  amttiond  tllowanoe  granted  \y  ftaa 
act:" 

It  passed  in  the  negative— yeas  9,  nays  as 

follows : 

TuB^Measts.  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  Edwards, 
Jacluon,  Langdon,  Llvermore,  Martin,  and  RoUnsoo* 

NATB^Meeers.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellswoith,  Foster, 
Frelinghi^sen,  Hawkins,  Isiud,  King,  ADtdieD,  Morns, 
Potts,  Hoes,  Rttdwrfiird,  and  Strong. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

FntnAY,  December  19. 
Mr.  SraONO,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
Mcoaamitted  the  bill  to  eMnUiiJi  the  offiee  of  P«- 
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Teyor  of  Supplies,  reported  ameodraents,  which 
were  read  and  adopted. 

Ordered,  That  tais  bill  rass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regu- 
late the  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officers,  mu- 
sicians, and  privates,  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,  when  called  into  actual  service,  and  for 
oUier  purposes,**'  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  to  expuofEe  these  words,  section  first, 
"and sixty-six  cents."  it  parsed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  add  these  words,  section  fourth, 
after  the  word  "  State^"  "upon  tne  late  or  upon 
any  former  occasion^"  it  pa^ed  in  the  native — 
yeas  4,  nays  17,  as  follows: 

YtxB. — MflMov.  Brown,  Edward*,  Hutin,  and  Ro- 
binson. 

NATB^Meeua.  Bradford,  Bradley,  Cabot,  Ellsworth, 
Fofter,  Frelinghuysen,  Hawkins,  Izard,  King,  Lang- 
don,  Livermore,  Mitchell,  Monis,  Potts,  Ross,  Ruther- 
fiird,  and  Strong. 

On  motion  the  following  amendments  were 
agreed  to : 

Section  4th,  after  the  word  "first,"  insert  "and 
second and  make  the  word  "  section"  plural. 
-  To  the  end  of  the  bill  add : 
"  And  to  each  recruit,  who  shall  be  enlisted  after  the 
Mid  first  day  of  January,  in  ad^tion  to  the  bounty  au- 
thorised by  law,  a  bounty  of  eight  dollars." 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  15,  nays  6, 

as  follows : 

TsAB^MoMns.  Bradford,  Bradley,  CtOtot,  Edward*, 
EUswwtb,  Foster,  Fielinghuysen,  Hawkins,  Izard,  King, 
Mitehdl,  Moni%  Potts,  Ron,  and  Strong. 

Nats^— Measn.  Brown,  Langdon,  Livennore,  Mar- 
tin, Robinson,  and  Rutheiimd. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  ImU,  entitled  "  An  act  making  appropriaticHU  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  EstaMishment  for  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety^ve, 
•nd  for  the  expenses  of  the  militia  lately  called 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,"  in  which 
they  desire  the  concnrrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and,  by  una- 
nimous consent,  the  rule  was  dispensed  witti,  and 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  referred 
to  Messrs.  Lanodon,  Kino,  and  Cabot,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RDTBERruBD,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act 
making  Appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-five,''*  reported  amendmraits,  which  were 
read  and  ureed  to. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 


MonoAY,  December  23. 

Mr.  LANonoH,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  refiwred  the  bill  sent  from  the  Hooae  Re- 
gnmasatne*  for  eoMnmnee,  entitled  "An  act 
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making  Appropriations  for  the  RU]^rt  of  the  Mi- 
litary Establishment  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  and  for  the  ex- 
penses of  the  militia  lately  called  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States,"  reported  the  bill  wtthoat 
amendment ;  and  the  report  being  adopted. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  for  the  De- 
partment of  War,  with  representations  fnm  Oo- 
vemor  Bloimt  and  other&  respecting  Indian  af- 
fairs; wbich  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  eoa- 
sideration.  • 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  making 
Appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government  fw 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninehr- 
five,"  was  read  the  third  time.  On  motion,  the 
sum  appropriated  for  payment  of  the  pension  of 
the  late  mron  Steuben  was  expunged,  and  the 
gross  sum  mentioned  in  the  first  clause  of  the  lull 
conformed  to  this  amendment 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill  to  establish  the  office  of  Purveyor  of 
Supplies  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


Tdbbday,  December  23. 

The  bilL  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  ^  An  act  maldog  Amiro- 
priations  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Estabftsh- 
ment,  for  the  year  cme  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-five,  and  Tor  the  expenses  of  the  mili- 
tia lately  called  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  mesrage  from  the  House  of  RepreaentatiTes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authorising  a  transfer  d 
the  stock  standing  to  the  credit  of  certain  States," 
in  which  they  desire  ike  cmicnrrenee  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
a  sectmd  reading. 

WanitBsnAT,  Deeember  34. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  authorix- 
ing  the  transfer  of  the  stock  standing  to  the  credit 
of  certain  Stateft,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  BRAnponn,  Lamodoh,  and 
Brown,  to  conuder  and  report  thereon  to  die 
Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  with  an  amend- 
ment to  their  last  amendment,  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  non-eommi»- 
sioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  of  the  mi- 
litia of  the  United  States,  when  called  into  actual 
service,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  to  which  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  they  desire  the  concw- 
rence  of  the  Senate. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  read, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  ELLSW»Tfl,  Kih%  and 
Hawkihb,  to  oottsidei  and  report  themn  to  the 
Senate. 


pTOceedmge. 
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Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
refeired  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
seatatires  for  eoncorrence,  eatitled  ^  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Peter  CorenhoTen,"  reported  that  ihe 
bill  pass  without  amendment ;  and  the  report  was 
agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Friday,  December  26. 

The  biU,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tiTes  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Peter  CovenhoTen,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  puaed. 

Mr.  ELL8W0BTB  reported,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  to  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
r^alate  the  pay  of  the  non-coouaissioned  officers, 
musicians,  and  privates,  of  the  militia  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  when  called  mto  actual  serrice,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  and  the  report  was  adopted; 
Whereupon, 

Renlved,  That  the  Senate  disagree  to  the 
amendment  to  their  last  amendment,  and  ingist 
on  their  said  amendment,  and  ask  a  conference  on 
the  disa^eeing  rotes  of  the  two  Houses ;  and  that 
Messrs.  KiN0,BLL8W0RTa,  and  Hawkins,  be  ma- 
naoers  at  the  same  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Bradford  reported,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  hill,  sent  Irinn  the  House 
of  Representatires  for  conenrmice,  entitled  "  An 
act  anthoriziDg  the  transfer  of  the  stock  standing 
to  the  credit  of  certain  States,"  that  the  Ull  pass 
without  amendment^  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

Ordered,  That  this  1»U  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

MoHDAT,  December  29. 

Henry  Tazewell,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
State  of  Virginia,  in  the  fdaee  of  John  Taylor, 
resigned,  produced  his  credentials,  which  were 
read,  and  the  Vice  Presidbmt  admioistered  to 
him  the  oath  required  by  law,  and  he  took  his  seat 
ia  the  Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa* 
tires  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  authoriz- 
imr  the  transfer  of  the  stock  standing  to  the  credit 
oTcertain  States,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
vroposed  conference  on  the  dtsacreeing  rotes  of 
the  two  Houses  on  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
legiilate  the  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officers, 
nrasieians,  and  priratesj  of  the  militia  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  when  called  into  actual  serrice,  and  for 
other  puiposes,"  and  hare  appointed  muagers  at 
the  same  on  their  part. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Elkanah  Pren- 
tiee,  together  with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  for 
the  Departmeot  of  War  thereon,  be  referred  to 
Messrs.  Bradlbt,  Litbrhorr,  and  Bradpobi^  to 
eonsider  and  report  thereon  to  the  BoiBte. 

A  motion  was  made, 

"That  a  commfttee  be  sppotntsd  to  exinuBe  snd 
SMsad  lbs  pnriwmsof  dis  JwOoiaiy tews, so  teas 


they  respect  «he  powers  of  the  Jadges  t6  appoint  spe- 
dsl  sesuons  of  the  Cizeuit  Courts :" 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  lie  for  connderatim 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  last  men- 
tioned, reported,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
cannot  be  granted ;  and  the  report  was  uiopted. 

Mr.  Kino  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report  which 
was  read,  as  follows : 

"The  Cunmittees  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  m 
the  part  (rf*  the  Honss  of  Representatirss,  qipiriuted  to 
oMifcr  on  the  diflbrent  retss  of  the  two  Houses,  aa  the 

ImU,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  rsfulate  the  pay  Qm  non- 
ocMnmisBiMied  officers,  musicians,  and  prirates,  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  States,  when  called  into  actual 
smrice,  and  for  other  puipoaes,"  Iutc  conferred  and 
agreed,  that  it  will  be  proper  for  the  Senate  to  agree  to 
the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
smmdment  proposed  by  the  Senate,  and  ihsagieed  to 
1^  the  House  of  Reprosontativea,  witii  Aa  foUowing 
amendmentsi  rii: 

StAa  out  "fcor,"  snd  insert  "Mght;**  strike  out 
•<  tw^TO.**  and  insert  "nxteen;"  stoike  out *tin>," uid 
insert  "  six ;"  strike  out  "  ten,"  snd  insert  feortsen ;" 
strike  oat  from  "  dollsis"  to  the  end  of  the  sec^on,  and 
insdrt  "but  the  payment  (tf  four  dollars  of  each  addi- 
tional bounty  hereby  granted,  shall  be  deferred  until  the 
soldier  enlisting  shoJl  join  the  r^fiment  or  corps  in  which 
he  is  to  serra." 

"And  be  ii  further  enacted,  Tbat,  to  dMse  hi  the 
military  serrioe  of  the  United  States,  who  ans  at  shall 
be,  employed  on  the  Western  frontiei!^  there  shall  be 
allowed,  during  the  time  of  Uieir  being  so  emi^oyed,  two 
ounce*  of  flour,  or  bread,  and  two  ounces  of  bee^  or 
pork,  in  addition  to  each  of  their  rations,  and  half  a  pint 
of  salt  in  addition  to  eveiy  hundred  of  their  ratJoos.  * 

"  And  that  it  will  be  proper  for  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives  to  sgree  to  such  amendments  of  their  ameild- 
meat  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate :" 

Whereupon, 

Reeclved,  That  the  Senate  so  far  recede  from 
their  amendment  disagreed  to  by  the  House 
Representatires,  as  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
committee,  and  that  the  bilf  he  amended  acconl- 


-Jrdered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the 
House  cS  Representatires  therewith. 

Tuesday,  December  30. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  hare  passed  a  bilL 
entitled  An  act  providing  for  the  payment  of 
certain  instalments  of  Foreign  Debts,  and  of  the 
third  instalment  due  on  a  Loan  made  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States in  which  they  desire  the 
concnrrmee  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioiwd  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

The  c<HisideratioQ  of  the  moti<m  made  yester- 
day, that  a  committee  be  amMinted  to  examine 
and  amend  the  prorisions  of  the  Judiciaiy.  was 
resumed,and  being  amended,  was  adopted.  Wtiere- 
npon. 

Ordered.  That  Messrs.  Ross,  Bllsworth,  and 
Strono.  be  a  committee  to  consider  the  expedi- 
ency of  Driagingt^aliiU  toamend  the  proriaioBB 
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of  the  Jodkiary  laws,  so  fkr  as  ihejr  respect  the 
powers  of  the  Judges  to  ai^int  special  sessioDS  of 
the  Cireait  Courts. 

Mr.  Rosa,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  motini .  made  yesterday,  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  examine  and  amend  the 
proTisions  or  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
purpose,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

The  following  Message  was  receired  from  the 

PitBSinENT  OF  TUB  UNITED  STATES  : 
Omtlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  tkt  Haute  of  JRtpnaeniatnet  .- 

I  laj  bdbre  you  a  Repent  made  to  me  by  the  Secre* 
tary  of  WBr.rMpeetn^  thefrcmtiersirfthe  Iniited  Slatia. 
Tho  diserdflii  md  the  great  cxpmwi  whidi  incewBntW 
■rise  upon  the  frontiers,  are  of  a  nature  and  magnitou 
t»  excite  the  most  aeriouoowAdcmtiMis. 

I  feel  •  confidence  dist  Conyre—  will  devise  such 
ConstitQtioiial  and  efficient  meannes  usiunbeeqnaltol 
the  great  otgede  of  pteserring  oar  treaties  with  tfw  bi- 
diaa  tribes,  and  of  aftfding  an  adequate  protection  to 
awfionticti. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 
Uxma  Statis,  Deeemier  90, 1794. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  {Hinted  fiv  the  tise 
of  the  Senate. 

Wedbesday,  December  31. 

The  bill  to  auAorize  the  holding  of  ^>ecial 
Courts  in  certain  cases,  was  reed  the  second  time, 
tad  the  further  consideration  thereof  postponed. 

The  Mil  sent  from  the  House  of  Reiwesenta- 
tives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  providing 
for  the  payirient  of  certain  instalments  of  foreign 
Debts,  and  of  the  third  iastalment  due  on  a  Loan 
made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third  r»diog. 

The  Vice  Prebidbnt  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
^ort  from  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War,  respecting  invalid  pensioners,  in  pursuance 
of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regmate  claims  to 
inraiid  pensions which  was  read,  and  wdered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

Ordered,  That  Messre.  Strono,  Braivoro,  and 
Ellswostb,  be  a  committee,  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  further  extending  the  time  for  receir- 
mg  on  Loan  the  Domesuc  Debt  of  the  United  States, 
and,  if  they  think  proper,  to  report  a  bUl  for  the 
purpose. 

Thdbsday,  January  1, 1795. 

Mr.  Sthoho,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  further  extending  the 
time  for  receivmg  on  Loan  the  Domestic  Debt  of 
the  United  States,  reported  a  bill  for  the  purpose, 
which  was  r«uL  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
for  concurtNice,  entitled  "  An  act  proriding  for  the 
payment  ot  certain  instalments  of  Foreign  Debts, 
ana  of  the  third  instalment  doe  on  a  Loan  made 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  ym  read  the 
diird  time,  and  passed.  . 

The  sacw  vnding  of  )h«      to  Mthonie  the 


holding  (Especial  Coorti  in  certain  cases,  wuie- 
suiiied,  and  the  further  cmisideration  of  the  UD 
was  postponed  mtil  the  11th  of  Pebruary  aazt 

Friday,  January  2. 
The  bill  further  extending  the  time  for  reeeir- 
ing  on  Loan  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  engKMsed  fbr  the  third  reading. 


MoNOAY,  January  5. 

The  bill  further  extending  the  time  for  reeeav 
ing  -on  Loan  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United 
States,  was  r^  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  consideration  of  the  hill  to  amend  an  act. 
entitled  ''An  act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  ud 
Post  Roads,"  was  resumed,  and  the  considentkB 
thereof  farther  postponed. 


Tuesday,  January  6. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hoose  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  asc«tainment  of 
certain  losses  of  the  officers  of  GSoremmeat,  and 
other  citizens,  by  the  insurg^ts  in  the  Western 
counties  of  PennsylTania,  and  providins  some 
present  relief  to  the  sufferers;"  and  the  bul,  enti- 
tled "An  act  making  further  npTision  in  cases  of 
drawbacks;"  in  which  serera]  nils  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

These  bills  were  read  the  first  time,  uid  ordend 
to  a  second  reading. 


WEOMEsnAY,  January  7. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  -was 
referred,  on  me  2d  December  last,  the  examina- 
tion of  the  demands  of  Griffith  Jones,  Samod 
Prioleao,  and  John  R.  Livingston,  against  the 
United  States,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  set- 
tlement of  the  claim  of  Samuel  Priolean,  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresentntiYCi 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  aaeei^  ' 
tainment  of  certain  losses  of  the  officers  of  Qo- 
vemmait,  and  other  citizens,  by  the  insargenta  in 
the  Western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  and  pro- 
viding some  present  rriief  to  the  sammJ*  was  j 
read  the  second  time,  and  r^erred  to  mam.  ; 
Potts,  Jaoksok,  and  Rosa,  to  eonnder  nnd  re-  i 
port  thereon  to  the  Senate.  j 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representntivas 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  making  farther  ! 
provisim  in  cues  iMf  drawbacks,**  was  lend  dM  j 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  for  eouidetmtioB.  | 

Thorsray,  January  8.  j 
The  second  reading  of  the  bill  sent  from  iht 
House  of  Representatives  for  eoneurroice,  enti- 
tled "An  act  making fbrtkm  proTiaion  in  cases «f 
drawbacks,"  was  resumed,  and  nfcmd  to  M«ms. 
Cabot,  Bu«wonTH,  and  Stmr^  toowaidcrawl 
iqort  thenm  to  the  SaMte. 
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The  bill  to  aitthoriste  the  ttstUement  of  the  olaim 
of  Saniuel  Pdoleau,  was  read  the  secoad  tiioe, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  tbe  third  reading. 

The  followiog  Message  was  received  from  the 

PRBeiDENT  OP  THE  UNITED  StATES: 

Gentiemm  of  t&e  Senate,UMd 

iff  tie  Motm  iff  B^pnamtatives  .■ 

I  la;  before  Coagnm  ci^hm  of  Acta  pasMd  by  Ae 
LegidatuiM  of  the  Sutw  Vesmont,  MaMuhiUBtts, 
and  New  YoA,  ratifying  the  amendment  propoMd  by 
the  Senate  and  House  of  BepresentatireB.at  their  laat 
seaeoii>  to  tbe  ConatitutioD  of  tbe  United  States,  re- 
■pccting  the  Judicial  power  thereof 

The  SCniater  of  the  French  Repoblie  having  com- 
monicated  to  th«  Secretary  of  State  certain,  procuding* 
of  the  Conunittee  of  Public  Safety,  respecting  Weights 
and  Meajmres,  I  lay  these  alao  before  Congreas, 

The  Letter  from  the  Governor  of  the  Western  Ter 
ritoiy,  eotpieB  of  whioh  ate  now  transmilted,  reins  to  a 
dafeel  in  the  Judicial  ^tUm  of  Aat  Tenitwy  deaurr 
!■«  the  attantion  of  CoagmM. 

The  nnf  MMiy  ahwimw  of  Judge  of  Aa  Bistiiot 
of  i'Mas^Wania,  Dpon  bwbiasa  onBwitBd  mdi  the  late 
nmOectioB,  is  Mated  by  him,  in  a  Letter,  of  which  I 
forward  copies,  to  have  produced  ceatain  inteirwiliotts 
in  the  Jndidal  proceedings  ctf  that  District,  which  can- 
not be  remored  wtthotU  Uie  interposition  of  Coogresa. 

a  WASHINGTON. 

UniTiD  Statxs,  January  8, 1796. 

The  Measage  and  papen  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  bim  ordered  to  lie  for  considmtiDa. 


Fridat,  January  9. 

The  biU  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  claim 
of  Samuel  Prioleau  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
paaaed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RefiresentetiTes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  an  uniform  rule 
of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal  the  act  heretofore 
passed  on  that  subject;"  and  a  biU,  entitled  ''An 
act  aupplementary  to  the  several  acts  imposing 
duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  import- 
ed into  the  United  Statesj**  in  which  several  dUIs 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  Ae  Senate. 

These  bills  were  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

(Ordered,  That  three  hundred  copies  of  the  com- 
manications  from  the  Minister  of  the  French  Re- 

giblic,  of  a  decree  of  the  Committee  of  Public 
aJetjr  of  the  National  CoDTention,  on  the  subject 
of  Weights  and  Measures,  and  referred  to  in  the 
Message  of  the  Phesident  of  the  United  States 
of  the  8th  instant,  be  printed  for  tbe  use  of  the 
Senate. 

Monday,  January  13. 

Mr.  Potts,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives fo:  concurrence^  entitled  **An  act  for 
the  ascertai.1  nent  of  certam  losses  of  the  officers 
of  Qorernm?!it,  and  other  citizens,  by  the  insur- 
gents in  the  Western  counties  of  t*ennsylvanla, 
and  providing  some  present  relief  to  the  suRerers," 
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reported  ameadments,  which  were  read  and  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  wa.s  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States: 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  R^eteniativet  .■ 

I  lay  before  Congress,  for  their  conoderatioi),  this 
copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Secielaiy  of  War,  accompa- 
med  by  an  extract  from  a  memorandum  of  James  Sear 
grove,  agent  of  Indian  A&irs. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UiriTiB  States,  January  13, 179S. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  until  to-morrow  for 
consideration. 

The  Inll  sent  from  the  House  of  RepreseBta- 
tives  for  eoncnrraiee,  entitled  ''An  act  to  est*- 
blish  an  oaiform  rule  of  natoralizationf  and  to 
repeal  the  act  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject," 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa 
tives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  supple 
■aentary  to  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  oa 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the 
United  States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  attd  ra- 
ferred  to  Messrs.  Bobb^  Cabot,  and  MoBUS,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within 
the  United  States,"  was  read  the  third  time;  and, 
being  amended,  was  passed. 


ToESDAY,  January  13. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repn^ 
sentatives  for  concurrence,  entttlj^  "An  act  ipi^ 
ing  further  provision  in  cases  of  arawbacks,"  re- 
ported amendments,  which  were  ordered  to  bs 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  King  moved  for  permission  to  introduce  a 
bill  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
regulate  the  pay  of  the  non-eommissioned  officer^ 
musicians,  and  privates,  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,  wnen  called  into  actual  service,  and  for 
other  purposes."  And  the  rule  being  dispensed 
with,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  biH  was  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Brown  laid  befbre  the  Senate  the  petition 
of  Jean  Gabriel  Oervais^  Attcumay  for  the  French 
inhabitants  of  Galliopolis,  which  was  read,  pray- 
ing tbe  consideration  of  their  case,  as  stated  at 
large  in  a  former  memorial.  And  on  motion  that 
the  order  of  the  Senate  of  the  l3th  of  May  last, 
relative  to  the  claims  of  the  settlers  at  Galliopolis, 
together  with  the  memorial  of  Jean  Gabriel  Ger- 
vais,  Agent  for  the  said  settlers,  be  referred  to  a 
committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon:  a  mo- 
tion was  made  that  the  consideration  of  this  busH 
ness  be  postponed;  and,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
And  the  original  motion  beiM[  adopted,  it  was  or- 
dered that  Messrs.  Bubr,  Bbown,  LivbrmorBj 
&LI.SWORTB,  and  King,  he  a  committee  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 
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Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Roes,  Bradford,  and 
Lanodon,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  making 
«n  extra  allowance  to  certain  clerks  in  the  public 
offices,  and  to  the  widuws  and  families  of  certain 
deceased  clerks. 

Ordered,  That  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  sent 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  concur- 
rence, entitled  "An  act  for  the  ascertainment  of 
certain  losses  of  the  officers  of  Government,  and 
other  citizens,  by  the  insurgents  in  the  W»tem 
counties  of  Pennsylvania,  ana  providing  some  pre- 
afint  relief  to  the  sufferers,?  be  postponed. 


WBDNfiSDAV,  January  14. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, musicians,  and  privates,  of  the  militia  of  the 
United  Slates,  when  called  into  actual  service,  and 
for  oUier  porposes,"  was  read  the  second  time ;  and, 
by  unanimous  consent,  the  rule  was  dispensed  with, 
and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  ''An  act  to  establish  an  uni- 
form rule  of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal  the  act 
beretofore  passed  on  that  subject." 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

TH0B8DAT,  Janoary  15. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Hoiue  of  Representa- 
tires  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  esta- 
blish an  uniform  rule  of  nataralizaticm,  and  to  re- 
peal the  act  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject,"  was 
read  the  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made  to  insert  the  following 
words,  in  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  aAer  the 
Word  "assembled:" 

"  That  no  alien  shall  hereafter  become  a  dtixen  of 
the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  except  in  the  man- 
ner prescribed  by  this  act ;  and" 

And,  after  debate,  the  further  consideration  of 
this  motion  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  consideration  of  the  amendments  reported 
to  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  making  further 
provision  in  cases  of  drawbacks,"  was  resumed, 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  postponed. 

FstnAT,  January  16. 

_  The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  Hotise  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  an  uni- 
f<»m  rule  of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal  the  act 
heretofore  passed  on  that  subjectj"  together  with 
the  amendment  under  debate  yesterday. 

On  motion  that  the  bill,  together  with  the  pro- 
posed amendment,  be  committed,  it  jussed  in  the 
negative. 

On  motion,  pernussion  was  given  to  withdraw 
the  motion  for  amendment. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  insert  the  words 
"any  of,"  after  the  words  "citizen  of."  that  the 
clawe  be  read  as  follows: 


"  That  any  alien,  being  a  fiee  white  persmi,  may  be 
admitlad  to  become  a  dtncm  of  any  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  following  oonditfaiu:" 

On  motion,  to  add  these  words,  "and  not  other- 
wise," after  the  word  "conditirau,"  so  that  the 
clause  be  read  as  follows: 

"  That  any  alien,  being  a  fi«e  white  penon,  maj  fae 
admitted  to  become  a  citiiai  of  aiiy  of  dw  United  States, 
on  the  following  emoditinis,  and  not  othenriaB :" 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  13,  nays  11, 
as  follows: 

TxAs.'Mesan.  Bradford,  Cabot,  £dwa>ds.Ellnroea, 
Poster,  Hawkins,  Henry,  baid,  Knig,  lawmuon,  ICt- 
chellf  Ross,  and  Strong. 

Nats. — Messrs.  BimdlOT,  Brown,  Burr,  FrwKngfany- 
sen,  Jaduon,  Langdoo,  Martiu,  Potts,  RotMnsoo,  BJo- 
therfbrd,  and  TaxeweU. 

On  moticm,  to  add  to  the  bill  this  clause: 
"  Thoee  aliens  who  now  dweK  ac  mmy  hereafter  aet- 
de,  in  the  Tenitoiy  Sondtwert  of  tbe  Km  Ohio,  wad 
in  that  Noitfaw^  of  dw  Siver  OUd,  duH  be  nitanl- 
iaed  in  duo  Coort^  vpon  the  sane  tanaebf  rmidMiw 
in  die  Territoriea  leyUively,  and  aolgeet  lo  d»  m- 
•trtctiona  pravMed  hi  thii  act:" 

Ordera^  That  the  IhU,  ^^dier  with  thu  mo-  ' 
tion,  be  referred  to  Messrs.  B!iirQ,  Tazewell,  and  I 
Br  own,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  Vice  Pbesidbnt  laid  before  the  Senate  a  | 
commtmication  from  the  Secretary  for  the  De- 
partment of  Treasury,  stating  that,  confonnaUy 
to  law,  ''  he  had  digested  and  prepared  a  plan,  on 
the  baisis  of  the  actual  revenues,  for  the  farther 
support  of  public  credit,  which  is  ready  for  com* 
mnnication  to  the  Senate." 

The  communication  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  for  consideration.  ; 


Monday,  January  19. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart-  i 
ment  of  Treasury,  of  the  16th  mstant;  and. 

Ordered,  That  he  be  notified  that  the  Senate 
are  ready  to  receive  the  plan  for  the  further  sup- 
port of  public  credit  therein  mentioned. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entided  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Epai^iras 
Jones,  and  others;"  in  which  they  desire  tne  con- 
currence of  the  Senate.  The  said  bill  was  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  conaidenition  <m  the  i 
amendments  reported  by  the  committee  to  the 
hill  sent  from  tne  House  of  R^esentatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  makingfurther  pro- 
vision in  cases  of  drawbacks." 

On  motion,  to  strike  ont  these  words,  in  seetioB 
1,  "any  district  therein,  and,"  and  insert  "the  pwts 
into  which  they  were  imported,  or  from  either  <^ 
the  following  ports,  to  wit:  Portsmouth,  Boston. 
Providence,  New  London,  New  York,  Perth  Am-  , 
boy,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Baltimore,  Norfoft. 
Wilmington,  Charleston,  or  Savannah,  and  shall  ' 
be:"  and.  after  debate,  it  was  ordered  that  the  far- 
ther consideration  thereof  be  postptmed. 
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Tdbboat,  January  90. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represenu- 
tiFcs  for  concorrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Epaphras  Jones,  and  others,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Cabot,  Fos- 
TBB,  and  RuTQBRFUBD,  to  Consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  committee  to  the 
bill  sent  /rom  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  for 
concorrence,  entitled  "An  act  makins  further  pro- 
riaioa  in  cases  ol  drawbacks,"  tograier  with  the 
motion  made  yesterday  thereon;  aniLharing  adopt- 
ed the  report  of  the  committee,  and  further  amend- 
ed the  bill,  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  petition  of  Chandler  Dinwiddle  Fowke,  in 
behalf  of  the  heir  and  legatee  of  ^Jane  Stobo,  de- 
ceased, was  presented  ana  read,  praying  payment 
of  a  certificate  sig^ned  by  Timothy  Pickering, 
doartermasler  General,  dated  3d  December,  1782, 
for  seven  htmdred  and  sixty  dollars  and  forty-fire 
cents,  bearinff  interest  at  six  per  cent. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Vies  President  communicated  a  Letter 
from  the  Honorable  Mr.  Butler,  stating  that  be 
cannot  attend  at  present  in  Senate,  on  account  of 
the  state  of  bts  health,  and  the  inclemency  of  the 
season.  , 


Wednesday,  January  21, 

The  Vice  Pbesident  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Report  from  the  Secretary  for  luu  Djpartment  ol 
Treasury,  ol  the  plan  for  the  suutort  of  public 
credit;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  ue  for 
consideration. 

A  message  firom  the  House  of  Representatives 
inftnmed  the  Senate  tbat  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  for  concurrence,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the 
claim  of  Samuel  Prioleau,"  with  an  amendment, 
in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  ''An  act  making 
farther  provision  in  cases  of  drawbacks,"  was  read 
tiie  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made  to  expunge  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  as  follows: 

"  And  be  it  fiarther  enacted.  That,  after  the  last  d&y 
of  March  nazt,  it  shsU  be  l*w^  fbr  the  importer  or  ex- 
porter of  any  liquofs  in  cadu,  cof6i>e  in  enkM^  or  other 
packages,  or  any  nmefined  sogsrt,  to  fill  up  ths  casks 
or  packages  oat  of  other  casks  or  pukagea  indnded  hi 
fte  originsl  importation,  or  into  new  eadu  or  paokages 
ia  case  the  originsl  cask  or  package  ihaH  be  so  injmvd 
u  to  bejrendered  anfit  for  exportation,  and  under  the 
impection  of  the  Inq>ector  of  Uie  port  from  whiofa  such 
liqwHS,  coflfoe,  or  unrefined  sugars,  m  intended  to  be 
•xpotted:" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  10,  nays  13,  as 
follows: 

Ybas.^ — Mesnts.  Hawkins;  Hsniy,  Jackson,  Martin, 
Morris,  Potts,  RobinsMi,  Ross,  Bntberfiud^and  Tue- 
weU. 

Nats^Msssts.  Bradford,  Bradky,  Brown,  Cabot, 
Edwards*  Ellswotth,  Foster,  Ixaid,  King,  LangdtKi, 
Uvennwe,  Mitchell,  and  Strong. 


[SniAn. 


On  motimi  to  expunge  these  words,  sectim  3^ 
"any  liquors  in  cadu,"  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  amendment  agreed  to 
yesterday,  by  expunging  these  words,  "the  porti 
in  which  they  were  imported,  or  from  either,"  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  add  the  following 
proviso  at  the  end  of  the  fifth  section : 

"  And  provided  ahom/t.  That  in  no  case  of  sn  ex- 
portation by  the  oiiginafimpmler  shall  a  drawback  be 

Gid,  nutil  the  duties  on  the  impcHtatioa  thereof  diaD 
ve  been  finrt  received." 

Besolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  coasideratum 
the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Representaiivas 
to  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  for  conearrence, 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  settlement  of 
the  claim  of  Samuel  Prioleau ;"  and,  concurred 
therein. 

Mr.  Bdbb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  sa|K 
plementary  to  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the 
United  Stat^**  reported  amendments,  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  He  for  considention. 


Thdhbdat,  January  22. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Re|veaentatires 
informed  the  Seiiate  that  the  House  have  passed 

a  bUl,  entitled  "An  act  for  reviving  certain  suits 
and  process  which  have  been  discontinued  in  the 
District  Court  of  Pennsy^lvania,"  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  ot  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  ul 
the  amendments  reported  by  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  iinposing 
duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  import- 
ed mto  the  United  States;"  andj  after  debate,  it 
was  ordered  that  the  further  consideration  thereto 
be  postponed. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  etmimittee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
Kutatires  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Epaphras  Jones,  and  others,"  report- 
ed an  amendment,  which  was  read,  and  adopted, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Ktna,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  sent  fr<«n  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  to 
repeal  the  act  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject,** 
together  with  a  motion  made  thereon,  retorted 
the  following  amendments,  to  wit:  Strike  out  the 
first  paragraph  of  the  first  section,  and  insert — 

"  For  eanjiag  into  complete  effect  the  power  givsn 
bytheConstitBtion  to  wtabltah  an  urufcrm  mleofoatu* 
ralisatioQ  throi^iont  the  United  Ststes:  Be  H  enmeUd 
hv  the  Senate  end  Uoute  ef  Stpreaentatim  of  the 
United  Statei  o/Amtriea  in  Ca^m  a$$embU,  That 
any  alien,  being  a  fiee  while  poison,  nagr  be  admitted 
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to  become  •  dlken  <rf  the  United  States,  ov  any  of 
Aem,  oa  dw  fbUomng  oonditiow,  and  not  otbcrwiae 

SectioD  2,  after  the  word  '^citizen,"  strike  out 
"thereof." 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  divide  the  para- 
graph reported  as  the  first  amendment,  and  adopt 
ft  as  far  as  Ac  word  "conditions."  inclusive;  and, 
on  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  adopt  these  words, 
^and  not  otherwise,'*  containing  me  odier  dirision 
of  the  psragrai^i. 

A  motion  was  made  to  add  to  the  end  of  the 
bill  the  following  dause: 

"BeUJuriherenaOtd,  That  the  wonnons  eontun- 
ed  in  act  duD  extend  to  the  Northwertern  and 
tondnrestem  Teiritorie*  geapecti^dy :" 

And.  after  debate,  the  fbrther  consideration 
Aereoi  was  postpmed  until  to-morrow* 

Friday,  January  23. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief <^  Epaphtsa  Joues,  and  others,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  pnssed,  with  an  amendment. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  cMicarrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  reviv- 
ing certain  suits  and  process  which  have  been 
discontinued  in  the  District  Court  of  Pennsylva- 
nia," was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a 
diird  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  the  several  acts  imposing  duties 
on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into 
the  United  States;"  and,  having  in  part  adopted 
Ae  same,  the  ^11  was  ordered  to  a  third  readmg. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  ReiHreaentatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act 
ntitled  *An  act  for  enrolhng  and  licen^ng  ships 
or  vessels  to  be  employed  m  the  coasUiu^trade 
and  fisheries,  wad  for  regulating  the  same;"  and  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  remission  of  the  ton- 
nage duties  on  certain  French  vessels;"  in  which 
■everal  bills  they  denre  the  cwcunenee  of  the 
Senate. 

These  bills  were  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

The  Vice  Presioent  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
Report  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  irf" 
Treasury,  on  the  memorial  of  a  number  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  States  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode 
Island,  praying  that  a  light-house  may  be  erected, 
at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  on  Watch 
Hill,  in  the  State  of  Rhooe  Island;  which  was 
tesd.  and  orderea  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resiamed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  proposed  yesterday,  to  add  the  f<^low- 
ing  cltDse  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  establish 
an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal 
the  act  heretofore  passed  on  that  tubjeet,"  to  wit: 

"  Bfitfitrther  enatied.  That  the  proviiionB  omtain- 
ed  fai  this  act  shall  extend  to  flu  Northwestera  and 
BoothweeterM  Tniltoriss  leapectivrfy  ^ 


On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  this  motiflo, 
by  inserting,  in  the  first  section  of  the  bilLwBe 
words,  aft«  the  word  "State,"  "or  of  the  Tern- 
tories;"  and,  in  the  swne  sectiMi,  after  the  wort 
"States,"  these  words,  "or  of  toe  TerntoneiJ 
and  by  iiiserting.  in  section  2,  after  the  wots 
"State,"  "or  Terntory." 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  eonsideiatKm  of  this 
motion  be  postptmed. 

Monday,  ^nary  26. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  motion,  as  it  was  agreed  to  be  amended  on 
Friday,  to  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and 
to  repeal  the  act  heretofore  passed  on  that  sub- 
ject ;"  and  it  being  further  amended,  w«s  adopted, 
as  follows: 

Line  5tb,  after  the  words  "the  States,"  insert  "or 
of  the  Territories  Ncwthwest  or  South  of  the  nver 

Ohio." 

Line  11th,  after  the  word  "State,"  msert  "or 
Territory."  .      ,  , 

On  motion  to  add  the  following  clause  to  the 

bUl: 

"  Every  person  natoralized  under  this  act,  shall,  at 
the  time  of  his  natiurafization,  spediPr  ^  Mmw  of  ^ 
his  children,  under  the  age  of  twen^-OM  jmim,  leadeal 
widiin  the  United  States ;  and  the  deifc  of  Ae  Comt 
shall  send  a  certificate  of  every  nstnialiiation,  and  a  B« 
of  the  namei  itf  audi  children  aa  diaU  be  thus  apedM, 
to  the  SecKtaiy  ctf  State,  who  Adl  ke^  a  reeotd  of  At 
nmer" 

And  a  motion  was  made  to  add  to  this  motion 
as  follows : 

«  For  aU  whidi  aerviee^  directed  by  fliia  act  to  he 
performed  by  the  derks  of  the  Coutte  afiweaaid,  Oe  aud 
derki  shall  be  en^ed  to  receive  from  each  pencra  nar 
tnralized  (wbeflier  having  a  ftmily  or  not)      aun  vi 

_____  i> 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motioD 
thus  amended,  it  passed  in  the  native. 

Reaolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  the  amendr 
mmts. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representativee 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary 
to  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  good^wnres. 
and  merchandi^,imported  into  the  United  Steles," 
was  read  the  third  ame,  and  the  bill  was  further 
amended,  as  folbws :  ... 

Line  7th,  alter  the  words  "  wlute  clayed,"  mmi 
"  or  white  powdered,"  and,  in  the  same  Une,  after 
"  clayed,"  insert "  or  powdered." 

Reaohed.  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendmeDis. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Rep»e»nia^ves 
for  concnrrence,  entitled  "  An  act  supplemeMarr 
to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  mroUing  and 
licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the 
coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  rajfulating  the 
same,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refernd  to 
Messrs.  Jackboti,  Izaro,  and  Livbbmorb,  to  eon* 
sider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  coneurr»ce.  entitled  "An  act  for  reviving 
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certeia  suits  aad  process  -nrhioh  haere  been  diaeon- 
tiaued  in  the  District  Court  of  Penn8rlTania,**WM 
reftd  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repxesentatives 
for  coocarrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  remission 
of  the  tonna^  duties  on  certain  French  vessels 
and,  hy  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 


TirasDAY,  January  37. 

The  Vica  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
accounts  of  Samuel  Meredith,  Treasurer,  of  the 
expenditures  for  the  quarter  ending  the  30th  of 
September  last,  which,  being  read,  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  tlepresentatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  An  act  for  the  ascer- 
tainment of  certain  losses  of  the  officers  of  Go- 
Terameut,  and  other  citizens,  by  the  insurgents  in 
the  Western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  and  piorid- 
iug  some  {>resent  relief  to  the  sufferera,"  was  read 
the  third  time  aud  passed. 

The  petition  of  Zachariah  Allen,  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  was  presented  and  read,  prayins 
ibax  the  proper  officers  may  be  empowered  and 
directed  to  furnish  a  certain  vessel  therein  named, 
and  the  propertjr  of  a  citizen  of  th?  United  States, 
although  not  built  therein,  with  the  necessary  pa- 
pers, for  the  reasons  mentioned  in  the  said  petition. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
FosTBBj  Strong,  and  Ellswortb,  to  consider 
aitd  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  sQpple- 
mentary  to  the  act  concerning  invalids;"  and  a 
billj  entitled  "Au  act  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  ^An  act  to  provide  more  enectually  for 
the  collection  of  the  duties  cm  soods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States,  and 
oa  the  tonnage  of  ships oi  vessels;"  in  which  seve- 
ral bills  tbev  desire  the  e<Hicurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  uUs  last  mentioned  were  read  and  or- 
dorad  to  a  second  reading. 

Wgdnesdat,  January  28. 
The  hill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary 
to  the  act  concerning  iDvalids,"  was  read  the  second 
time  and  referred  to  Messrs.BRADLEV,  Ellsworth, 
and  Hawkins,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Ross,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  making  an  extra  allowance  to  cer- 
tain clerks  in  the  public  offices,  and  to  the  widows 
and  fitmilies  of  certain  deceased  clerks,  reported  a 
bill  for  that  purpose,  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
4o  a  second  reading. 

Thorbday,  January  S9. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  thJe  House  have  passed 


a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  repeal  a  part,  and  to 
continue  in  force  another  part,  of  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the  export- 
ation of  arms  and  ammunitionj  and  encouraging 
the  importation  of  the  same;*'  m  which  they  de- 
sire the  coacnrrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

The  bill  making  an  extra  allowance  to  certain 
clerks  in  the  public  c^es,  and  to  the  widows  and 
families  of  certain  deceased  clerks,  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Reinesentatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary 
to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide  more  eSbeb- 
ually  for  the  collection  of  the  ^ties  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  UnitM 
States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,"  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  this  hill  be  referred  to  the  coot- 
mittee  appointed  the  29th  instant  on  the  bill,  en- 
titled "  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  for  enrolling  and  licensing  ships  Or  ves" 
sels  to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fish- 
eries, and  for  regulating  (he  same,"  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

FaioAT,  January  30. 

The  bill  making  an  extra  allowance  to  certain 
clerks  in  the  public  offices,  and  to  the  widows  and 
families  of  certain  deceased  clerk.^  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  recommitted  for  further  inquiry. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  repeal  a  part, 
and  to  continue  in  force  another  part,  of  the  act, 
entitled  '  An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammuiritioh,  bod  en- 
couraging the  importation  of  the  same/*  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  RcTbEtt- 
FURO,  Hawkins,  and  Jaceboh,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  TicE  Prbsivbkt  laid  before  the  Senlite  a 
confidential  communication  from  the  Secretary  nf 
the  Department  of  War,  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  He  for  considenUion. 

MoNOAY,  February  3. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
Treasury,  on  the  petition  of  Oliver  and  Thorny 
son,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  ibr  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  RCpte^ 
sentatives  for  concurrence,  enticed  "  An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  enrol- 
ling and  licrasing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  emjdoyed 
in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regu- 
lating the  same,"  reporMl  unendments,  wkieh 
vtere  reatf . 

Ordered,  That  the  report  lie  fer  consideratieo. 

Mr.  Tasewbll  notified  the  Senate,  that  he 
should  to-morrow  ask  permission  to  introdvce  < 
hill  decUiring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 
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die  State  of  Vi^iinta,  passed  th«  2dth  of  Decem- 
ber, 1794,  for  ^e  support  of  a  Marine  Hospital. 

ToBsnAT,  February  3. 
The  Senate  |voceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tiTes  for  cMicnrrence,  entitled  "  An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  for  enrolling 
and  liceilksing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in 
the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating 
the  same,"  and  the  report  was  adopted ;  and  the 
bill  being  further  amended,  was  ordered  to  a  third 
leading. 

Agreeably  to  notice  giren  yesterday,  Mr.  Taze- 
WELL  obtained  permission  to  introduce  a  bill  de- 
claring the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the 
State  of  Virginia,  passed  the  twenty-fifth  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  seven  hundrea  and  ninety- 
fonr,  for  the  support  of  a  hbrine  Hospital  and 
ike  siU  was  read  the  fint  time,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

WEnjiBsnAT,  February  4. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  me  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
oititled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  allowance  of  a 
drawback  on  part  of  the  cai^  of  the  ship  Enter- 

Srise/'  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
le  Senate ;  the  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  following  confidential  Message  was  receiv- 
ed from  the  President  op  the  UnrrEn  States  : 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  toe  House  of  Representatives  : 
I  lay  before  Congress,  for  their  conidderstion,  «  Let- 
ter from  the  Secretory  of  State,  upon  the  subject  of 
Loans,  which  is  extremely  iutereeting  and  uigent 
G.  WASHINGTON. 
Uhitxd  Statu,  February  4,  1796. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  for  enrolling 
and  licencing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in 
tiie  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating 
the  same,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
pcesentatives  for  concurrence,  entided  "An  act 
upidementary  to  the  act  concerning  invalids," 
reported  the  following  amendment : 

Strike  out  the  whole  of  the  last  section,  after 
tiie  word  "  enacted,"  in  the  first  line,  and  insert  in 
lieu  thereof, 

**ThEt  no  oommisnoned  officer  who  has  received 
coDunntation  of  half  pay  shall  be  paid  a  pennon  as  an 
invalid  until  he  dull  return  his  commuUtion  into  tlw 
Tnmmj  of  the  United  Statm,  except  where  qMoal 
imiBQU  has  been  made  in  paiticalar  cases  ibr  dlowii^ 
pwiwons  on  tike  letom  onfy  of  cntain  portions  of  the 
coBBntalMn:'* 
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On  the  question  to  adopt  the  repbrt,  it  passed  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  15,  nays  8,  as  follows : 

Y«A8. — Meesrs.  Bradford,  Bradley,  Cabot,  Edwards, 
Ellsworth,  Foster,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Jackson,  lard, 
Langdon,  Martin,  Robinson,  Roes,  and  Rntherfurd. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bwr,  Frehngfa^sen,  Liremion, 
MitcbeU,  Mcnrie,  PoUs,  Strtmg,  and  TaxeweU. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  ex- 
punging the  words  "  his  commutation,"  line  third 
of  tGe  amendment,  and  further  to  amend  it,  to 
read  as  follows :  • 

"That  no  conmiisBioned  officer  who  has  received 
commutation  of  half  pay  diall  be  paid  a  pennon  as  an 
invalid,  until  he  shall  return  into  the  Treasmy  of  the 
United  States  a  pnq[iortion  of  the  principal  of  uie  eoBk- 
mutation  received  by  him,  equal  to  the  propmtion  of  jmh 
sion  to  be  allowed  him,  except  where  special  i»oviaoa 
has  been  made  in  particular  cases,  for  allowing  pen* 
sions,  on  the  return  tmfy  of  certain  ptMtims  ot  the  eott- 
mutation :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative.  And  on  the  questira 
to  agree  to  the  last  section  of  the  bill,  as  amend- 
ed. It  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  15,  nays  8, 

as  follows : 

YxA.K. — Messrs.  Bradford,  Bradley,  Cabot,  Edwsrdsr 
Ellsworth,  Foster,  Hawkins,  Heiuy,  Jackson,  bardf 
Langdon,  Martin,  Robinson,  Rom,  and  Rulherfiird. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Burr,  Frelinghursen,  Lirermore, 
MitcbeU,  Monis,  Potts,  Strong,  and  Tazewell. 

Ch'dered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing. 

The  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to 
an  act  of  the  State  of  Virainia,  passed  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-four,  for  the  support  of  a  Marine  Hos- 
pital, was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Tazbwbll,  Ellswobth,  and  Lamgdom, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  to' the  Senate. 

Thubsuat,  February  5. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repreeeola- 
tives  for  concurrence,  entitled  An  act  to  author- 
ize the  allowance  of  drawback  on  part  of  the- 
cargo  of  the  ship  Enterprise,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Lamovoh, 
Hawkins,  and  Potts,  to  coasida  and  report  there- 
on to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  the  third  reading  of  the  bill, 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  con- 
currence, entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  concerning  invalids,"  be  postponed  to  Monday 
next.  Ii^"  ■ 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  rektive  t  j  the  compensations 
of  certain  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  the 
duties  of  impost  and  tonnage in  which  ther  de- 
sire the  concturrence  of  the  Senate.  The  bill  was 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

A  motion  was  made, 

"  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
azpedieDcy  oi  antiuriBng  tus  Pmident  of  tiie  Utitti 
States  to  call  sncb  of  tiie  invalids  on  the  paunon  list  ef 
the  United  States  iido  Mrviee  as  are  aUe  to  do  ganison 
duty,  and,  if  found  expedient,  to  report  m  bill 
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Ordered^  That  this  motion  lie  for  coDsideration. 

Mr.  Lanodon,  from  the  committee  on  the  bill 
last  referred,  reported  that  it  pass  without  amend- 
ment ;  and  the  report  was  adopted,  and  the  bill 
(wderad  to  a  third  reading. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  SthonOj  Bobr,  and 
Potts,  be  a  committee  to  examine  and  report  to 
the  Senate  what  laws  will  expire  before  the  next 
sesrion  of  Congress. 

Fridat,  February  6. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  author- 
ize the  allowance  of  drawback  on  part  of  the 
cargo  of  the  ship  Enterprise,"  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tires  for  concurreiice,  entitled  "  An  act  relative  to 
the  compensations  of  certain  officers  employed  ia 
the  collection  of  the  duties  of  impost  and  ton- 
DiBge,*'  was  read  the  second  time,,  and  referred  to 
BSnsn.  Cabot,  ELLawonTH,  Bosa,  LANonoN, 
and  Tjuuwbll,  to  eonsider  Aod  report  thereon  to 
the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bilL  entitled. "An  act  authoriziog  the  erection 
of  a  light-house  near  the  entrance  of  Georgetown 
harbor,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina;"  in  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  The 
bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  proceed- 
ings in  cases  of  outlawry,  which  was  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 


MonsAT,  February  9. 

Mr.  Strong  reported  from  the  committee  to 
whom  'it  was  referred  to  examine  and  report  what 
laws  will  expire  before  the  next  Congress.  The 
report  was  read,  and  ordered  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concunence,  entitled  "  An  act  rela- 
tive to  the  compensations  of  certain  officers  em- 
ptoyed  in  the  collection  of  the  duties  of  impost 
and  tonnage,"  reported  au  amendment,  which  was 
read  and  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

Orwred,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concarrence,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to 
the  act  concerning  invalids,"  be  farther  postpcmed 
.to  Thursday  next 

The  third  reading  of  the  bill  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An 
act  sapplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
for  enr(uling  and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  em- 
yHojed  in  the  coasting  trade  aud  fisheries,  and  for 
regulating  the  same^  was  resdmed;  and,  being 
Airther  amended, 

Regolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  the  amend- 
ments. 


[Sematb. 


The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  authoriz- 
ing the  erection  of  a  light-house  near  the  entrance 
of  Greorgetown  harbor,  in  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  Messrs.  Lanodoh,  Jackson,  and  Hawkins,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  to  regulate  proceedings  in  cases  of  out- 
lawry was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
lie  for  consideration. 

A  message  fraa  the  House  of  Representative^ 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
'  An  act  making  alterations  in  the  Treasury  and 
War  Departments ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  coi^ 
currence  of  the  Senate.  The  bill  was  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 


Tdbsbay,  February  10. 

The  petition  of  James  Park  and  others,  messen- 
gers in  the  public  offices,  was  read,  praying  that 
their  compensation,  respectively,  may  be  aug- 
mented. 

Ordered^  That  this  petition  lie  oq  the  table. 

A  message  from  ^e  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  Seiuite  for  concurrence, 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled,  '  An 
act  to  establish  the  Post  Ofi&ce  and  Post  Roads 
within  the  United  States,"  with  amendments;  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
The  amendments  were  read,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Ross,  Hawkins,  and  Rdtherford,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  reported  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  revise  the  provisions  for  the  emi^oy- 
ment  and  compensation  of  clerks  in  the  public 
offices,  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  zelatiTe  to 
the  compensations  of  certain  <rfScers  emplored  in 
the  coUecticm  of  the  duties  of  impost  and  ton- 
nage," was  read  the  third  time  aud  passed. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  An  act  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  '  An  actmakingalterationsin  the 
Treasury  and  War  Deparbnents,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  orderra  to  a  third  reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
regulate  proceedings  in  eases  outlawry,  be  fur- 
ther postponed! 


WBDNGsnAY,  February  11. 

Mr.  XiANGDON,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act 
authorizing  the  erection  of  a  light-house  near  the 
entrance  of  Georgetown  harbor  in  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,"  repwted  the  bill  without  amend- 
ment. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  disagreed 
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to  all  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  supplementaiT  to  the  act,  enti- 
ced 'An  act  for  enrotling  and  ucensing  ships  or 
Teasels  to  be  emidoyed  in  the  coasting  trade  and 
isheries,  and  fm  relating  the  same  f  and  ask  a 
ebnference  on  the  disagreeing  rotes  of  the  two 
Houses,  and  hare  appointed  managers  on  their 
part. 

Sescihed,  That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  woposed 
conference  on  the  amendments  to  the  last  men- 
tioned bill,  and  that  Messrs.  Litsbhube  and 
JaocsoN  be  managers  at  the  same  on  the  part  of 
Aie  Senate. 

Mr.  Jackbon,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre^ 
^tatires  for  coDCurrence,  entitled  "'An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide 
more  effectually  for  toe  collection  of  the  duties  on 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the 
United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or 
Teasels,"  reported  amendments,  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate. 

The  hilt,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  making  alterations  in  the 
Treasury  and  War  Departments,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Ordered.  That  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
authorize  tne  holding  of  special  Courts,  in  certain 
eases,  tie  postponed  until  the  SSd-instant. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
iWinted  to  examine  and  report  to  the  Senate  what 
lirws  will  expire  before  the  next  Congress  be  re- 
committed, and  that  the  committee  be  instructed 
to  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  continue  such  of  the 
said  laws  as  in  their  opi&ion  ought  to  be  continued. 

The  petition  of  James  Mathers,  Doorkeeper  to 
the  Senate,  was  presented  and  read,  stating  the 
CThanced  price  or  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  pray- 
an  addition  to  his  compensation.  Where- 
tipon. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  pay 
to  the  said  James  Mathers,  out  of  the  contingent 
money,  one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars,  to  make 
his  compensation,  for  the  last  year,  two  hundred 
Knd  fifty  dollars,  in  addition  to  his  stated  salary, 
dut  bemg  the  additional  sum  allowed  to  the  Door- 
keeper of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


TatntBDAY,  February  12. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
.-^ves  for  conettrrence,  entitled  "An  act  authoriz- 
ing the  erection  of  a  light-house  near  the  entrance 
oTOeorgetown  harbor,  in  the  State  of  South  Ca- 
rolUa,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  messaee  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
«  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  reimbursement  of 
a  Loan  authorized  by  an  act  of  the  last  session  of 
Congress,"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
;Teirabursement  of  a  Loan  authorized  by  an  act  of 


the  last  session  of  CoOgress,"  was  read  the  first 
time,  and,  by  unanimoas  consent,  the  rule  vm 
dispensed  with,  and  the  bill  was  read  the  aeconl 
time,  and  referred  to  MesRs.  Kihq,  BnADPOBBk 
and  ELLSwoBTti,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee,  ap- 
pointed the  tenth  of  December  last,  to  revise  the 
provisions  for  the  employment  and  compeDsntiM 
of  certain  clerks  in  the  puUic  offices,  be  the  order 
of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  snp^e- 
mentary  to  the  act  eoneeming  invalids,"  was  read 
the  third  time. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass,  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirniative — ^yeas  11. 
nays  7,  as  follows : 

Yeis. — Messrs.  Bradford,  BradW,  C^t,  Edwards, 
Ellsworth,  Foster,  HawUns,  King,  Langdon,  SobinwHi, 
and  Ratfierftud. 

Nats^— Messn.  Burr,  Jackeon,  liiramoi^  Ifarfte, 
Mitdidl,  Potto,  and  TazeweD. 

So  it  was  resfjlved  that  this  bill  pass,  with  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  RuTHEBFDRn  reported,  from  the  ctHnmittee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  sent  fVom  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  to  repeal  a  part,  and  to  continue  in 
force  another  part,  of  the  act  entitled  *  An  act  pro- 
hibiting, for  a  limited  time,  the  exportation  of 
arms  and  ammunition,  and  encouraging  the  im- 
portation of  the  same and  the  report  vras  adoitt- 
ed.  Whereupon, 

Reaolvedf  That  this  bill  do  not  pass. 


Friday,  February  13. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  report 
of  the  committee,  appointed  the  tenth  of  Decem- 
ber last,  to  revise  the  provisions  for  the  employ- 
ment and  compensation  of  certain  cleiks  in  the 
public  offices,  which  was  amended ;  and,  after  de- 
bate, the  report  was  committed  to  Messrs.  Ross, 
Potts,  and. EiHO,  to  considn  and  report  thereou 
to  the  Senate. 


MoiTOAY,  Febnivy  16. 

Mr.  LivERHORE  reported,  from  the  managers  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate  at  the  conference  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled 
*  An  act  for  enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  ves- 
sels to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fish- 
eries, and  for  regulating  the  same,"  that  the  InU 
be  postponed  to  the  next  Congress;  and  the  re- 
port was  adopted. 

On  motion,  that  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House . 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  *  An  act  to 

Sroyide  more  effectually  for  the  collection  of  the 
uties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  import- 
ed into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of 
ships  or  vessels,"  be  postponed  to  the  next  Con- 
gress, it  passed  in  the  negative. 
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The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee  to  the  said  bill ; 
sad,  hannff  adopted  them,  the  biU  was  ordered  to 
a  third  reading. 

On  request  of  the  Vice  Prgbidbht,  it  was 
agreed  that  he  be  excused  from  atteDdance  in  the 
Senate,  during  the  session,  after  Wednesday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
ibfbrmed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  more  effectual  re- 
covery of  debts  due  from  individuals  to  the  United 
States;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  continuing 
and  regulatiug  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  repealing  sundry  acts  here- 
tofbre  passed  on  that  subject and  a  '■  Resolution 
rcspeetuu;  certain  laws  of  the  Territory  of  the 
United  Steles  Northwest  of  the  rirer  Ohio,  passed 
die  first  day  of  August,  one  thousand  wven  hnn- 
dred  and  ninety-two  f  in  which  bills  and  resolu- 
tion they  d«ure  the  concnrrence  of  die  Senate. 

The  bills  and  resolution  last  brought  to  the  Se- 
nate for  concurrence  were  seTcrally  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  last  mentioned  be  referred  to 
Messrs.  LiTBRHORE,  RuTHERFtTRD,  and  Bradford, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for 
the  reimbursement  of  a  Loan  authorized  by  an  act 
of  the  last  session  of  Congress,"  reported  that  the 
bill  pass,  without  amendment.  Whereupon,  it  was 
agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  the  bill  be  now 
rrad  the  third  time. 

Resohed,  That  this  bill  pass. 


TcESDAv,  February  17. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide 
more  efiectujilly  for  the  collection  of  the  duties  on 
soods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the 
United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  ves- 
sels," was  read  the  third  time ;  and,  being  further 
amended,  the  bill  was  recommitted. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  continue  in  force  the 
'  Act  for  ascertaining  the  fees  in  Admiralty  pro- 
ceedings in  the  District  Courts  of  the  united 
States,  and  for  other  purposes and  a  bill,  enti- 
tled An  act  to  repeal  part  of  the  act,  eutided  *  An 
act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the  exportetion 
of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  encouiaging  theim- 
portatioQ  ol  the  same in  which  several  bills  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  were  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
Inll  to  regulate  proceedings  in  cases  of  outlawry. 

On  motion  that  this  bill  be  postponed,  it  passed 
in  the  negative ;  and,  after  debate,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  He  for  consideration. 


[  The  following  MesiageB  were  received  from  the 
I  PsBsiDBNT  or  TRS  Unitbd  Statis  : 

Gtntltmm  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Hoiue  of  Sepreatntativu  ■■ 

I  truumit  to  Congreas  e^ei  of  a  Letter  from  the 
Governor  of  the  State  oS  New  Hampshire,  and  of  an 
Act  of  the  Legidature  thereof  rati^fing  the  tntide  pro- 
posed in  amendment  to  the  Constitation  of  4u  tinned 
States,  respecting:  ^e  Judicial  power. 

I  also  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  a  Letter  from  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  of  an  Act 
of  the  Legtilature  thereof,  ceding  "  to  the  United  Statea 
certain  lands,  upon  the  condhiona  dierein  mentioned." 

G.  WASHINCfTON. 

UarrsB  tSTATSs,  February  17,  1795. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  cmd 

of  tne  House  of  Repre»entalive$ 
I  have  received  copies  of  two  Acts  of  the  Legislature 
of  Georgia — one  passed  on  the  28th  day  of  December, 
and  the  other  on  the  7th  day  of  January  last — for  ap- 
propriating and  sellbig  the  Indian  lands  within  the  ter- 
ritorial limits  claimed  by  that  State.  These  cojnes, 
though  not  otScially  certified,  have  been  transmitted  to 
me  in  such  a  manner  as  to  leave  no  room  to  donbt  didr 
anthenticity.  These  Acts  embrace  an  olject  of  sUcii 
magnitade,  and  m  their  consequences  may  so  deeply 
aflfect  the  peace  and  wolfere  of  die  United  States,  that 
I  have  thought  it  neceasaiy  now  to  lay  them  before 
Congress. 

In  confidence,  I  also  forward  copies  of  setend  doeo* 
ments  and  papen  received  from  the  Ooranor  of  die 
SonthwttMttn  Territoiy.  By  these,  it  seems  that  hoih 
tilities  with  the  Cberokees  have  ceased,  and  that  there 
is  a  pleasing  prospect  of  a  permanent  peaoe  with  that 
nation.  But,  from  all  the  commonications  of  the  Go- 
vernor, it  appears  that  the  Creeks,  in  small  parties,  con- 
tinue their  depredations,  and  it  is  uncertain  to  what 
the?  may  finally  lead. 

The  several  papers  now  communicated  deserve  the 
immediate  attention  of  Congress,  who  will  consider  bow 
br  the  subjects  of  them  may  require  their  co-operation. 

G.  WABHrnOTOW, 

UaiTBO  Statbb,  Ft^ntary  17, 1796. 

The  Messaj^  were  severally  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 


Wedhesoat,  February  18. 

Mr.  Strong,  from  the  committee  instructed  for 
that  purpose  on  the  11th  instant,  reported  a  bill  to 
continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  the  acts  there- 
in mentioned ;  which  bill  wa?  read  and  ordered  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Rose,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Hoose 
of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  An  act  to 
amend  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  establish  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United 
States,"  reported  amendments  to  the  said  amend- 
ments. 

On  moti<Hi  to  recommit  the  report,  it  passed  in 
the  negative,  and,  the  report  being  farmer  amend- 
ed, it  was 

Re$olxied,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  the  amend- 
ments to  this  bill,  with  amendments  thereto. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pused 
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M  bill,  eotided  "  An  act  to  nroride  for  caUing  forth 
the  Militia  to  execale  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sup- 
[vess  insurrections^  and  repel  invasions,  and  to  re- 
peal the  act  now  in  force  for  these  purposes a 
Dill,  entitled  "  An  act  enabling  Gieorge  Gibbs  to 
obtain  8  drawback  of  duties  on  certain  exported 
wines;*'  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
William  Seymour and  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  the  more  general  promulgation  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States:"  in  which  several  biUs  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  last  menttoned  were  severally  read] 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  papers  referred  to  in  Uie  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  yesterday, 
were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  BoRB,  from  the  committee  to  vhom  was 
referred  the  motion  made  the  ISth  of  January 
last,  relative  to  the  claims  of  the  settlers  at  Gaf- 
Uopolis,  together  with  the  memorial  of  Jean  G. 
Gttvais,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  a  grant  of 
lands  to  the  French  inhabitants  of  Galliopolis,  and 
for  other  ptirposes  therein  mentioned,  wnich  was 
read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  certain  laws  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the  Pbebi- 
DEKT  OF  THE  Unitbd  Statbs  of  the  17th  iust.,  be 
referred  to  Messrs.  KinOj  Ellsworth,  Strong, 
Rose,  and  Potts,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Kino  notified  the  Senate,  that  he  should, 
on  Friday  next,  move  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  pnDish  ftands  emnmitted  on  the  Bonk  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  FoeTBB  laid  before  the  Senate  the  petition 
of  Henry  Merchant,  Judge  for  the  Rhode  Island 
district,  praying  an  augmentation  of  his  salary, 
which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fobtbr,  in  behalf  of  die  pe- 
titionerj  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  providing  Tor 
the  addition  of  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum  to 
the  petitioner's  present  salary. 

Mr.  Burr,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  iwtition  of  John  McLean,  attorney  to 
Angus  McLean,  reported,  that  they  are  satisfied  of 
the  truth  of  the  facts  contained  in  the  petition, 
and  that  he  is  entitled  to  his  pay  for  his  services 
in  the  corps  of  sappers  and  miners  j  and  the  report 
was  adopted.  Whereupcm, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  to  whom  the  pe- 
titicoL  was  referred,  be  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill 
accordingly. 

Mr.  BcBR,  from  the  committee  last  mentioned, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Angus  McLean, 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
^  The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
more  efiectual  recovery  of  debts  due  from  indi- 
viduals to  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  second 
time  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Foster,  Frelino- 
HuvsBN,  and  ViNiNO,  to  consider  and  n^t  there- 
cm  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  amendments  reported  on  the  bill, 
ieni  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  coo- 
correnee,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
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act,  entitled  *  An  act  to  provide  more  effeeCoaUy 
for  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  goods,  waiei, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  Slater 
and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,"  reporlea 
amendments  to  the  same,  which  were  read  and 
adopted,  and  the  bill  being  further  amended,  it 
was 

Beeohed,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendmeBU. 

The  hill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entided  ''An  act  to  continue 
in  force  the  act  'for  ascertaiDing  the  fees  in  Adini> 
ralty  proceedings  in  the  District  Courts  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  by  unanimous  consent  the 
rule  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  bill  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Besolved,  That  this  bill  pass. 
'  The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  enUtled  "  An  act  to  repeal  part 
of  the  act,  endded  'An  act  prohibiting,  lor  a  lim- 
ited dme,  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammoni- 
tion,  and  encouraging  the  importation  of  the 
same,"  was  read  the  second  dme. 

On  motion  that  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing, it  passed  in  the  negadve.  So  k  was  resolved 
that  this  bill  do  not  pass. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  c<n- 
tiauing  and  reflating  the  Military  Establishmrat 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  repealing  sundry  acts 
heretofore  passed  on  that  subject,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Frbungbdt- 
BEM,  Burr,  and  Foster,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 


Fbidat,  February  SO. 

The  Vice  PRBSinENx  being  absent,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  aPBEstnaifT^otm* 
pore,  as  the  Constitudon  provides,  and  Sahiibl 
Liveruobb  was  duly  ela:ted ;  who,  declining  the 
appointment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  elecdon  of  Henbt 
Tazewell  to  tnat  office. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait^in  the  Pre- 
sident OP  THE  Uniteo  States,  and  notify  him 
of  the  election  of  Mr.  Tazewell  to  be  pRBSinEHT 
of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

The  pettdon  of  Joan  Rudedge,  administrator 
of  the  estate  of  Thomas  Rudedge,  deceased,  late 
deputy  commissary  general  of  purchases  for  the 
Southern  DeiMrtment,  was  read,  praying  that  he 
may  be  enabled  to  obtain  compensation  for  the  ser- 
vices of  the  said  Thomas  Rudedge. 

Ordered.  That  this  petidon  lie  on  the  table. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Kino  obtained  leave 
to  iotrodace  a  bill  to  pimish  frauds  committed  oa 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  which  bill  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Tne  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entided  "  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  Seymour,"  was  read  the  sectHid 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Frelinohdyssh, 
Kino,  and  Mitchell,  to  consider  and  report  there* 
on  to  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
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infoimed  the  Senate  that  the  Howe  a^e  to  all 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  their  amend- 
mentt  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the 
act.  entitled  'An  act  to  establish  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  within  the  United  States,**  except 
to  the  lastj  to  which  they  a^ree  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate.  They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Barton  and  others,"  io 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  oy  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  the  last  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  their 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  <  An  act  toestablish  tbe  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  within  tbe  United  States;"  and,  on 
motion,  that  the  bill  be  p<Mt^Ded  to  the  next  C^n- 
gtea^  it  passed  in  the  negatire. 

Maoked,  That  the  Soiate  disagree  to  the  said 
amendment,  and  ask  a  conference  on  the  disagree- 
ing Totes  thereon,  and  that  Messrs.  Rctbbhfdrd 
and  Brown  be  managers  at  the  same  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  from  tl^  House  of  Repre- 
■en  tatires  for  concurrence  was  read  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Angns  McLean  was 
read  the  second  time  and  amended,  and,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  to  dispense  with  the  rule,  the  bill 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tiTCs  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
more  eeneral  momulgation  of  tbe  laws  of  tbe 
United  States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
lerred  to  Messrs.  RnTBBRnmo,  Eli^bwortb,  and 
Potts,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  tbe  House  of  Representa- 
tiTes  for  concnrreiiee,  entitled  "  An  act  enabling 
Ge(»rge  Gibbs  to  obtain  a  drawback  of  duties  on 
certain  exported  wines,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Cabot,  Mitchell,  and 
BRAoroBo,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  tbe  House  of  Rejvesenta- 
tires  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide 
for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws 
o(  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  in- 
vasions, and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for 
these  parpoees,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and're- 
ferred  to  Menrs.  Kiwe,  FRBLijtQHiiysEN,  and 
Stroiig,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.Rossreported,from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  report  of  a  committee  appointed 
to  revise  the  provisions  for  the  emptovment  and 
eompensation  of  certain  clerks  in  the  public  offices. 
On  moticHi,  to  amend  the  report,  by  inserting  five 
hundred  dollars  to  the  loan  officer  of  the  State  of 
Mvyland,  instead  of  two  hundred  and  fifty,  in 
lieu  of  clerk  hire ;  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  to  amend  the  report,  by  inserting 
two  thousand  dollars  each  to  the  loan  officers  of 
the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York,  in 
beu  of  clerk  hire,  feapectirely ;  it  passed  in  the 
negative. 
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On  motion,  to  amend  the  report,  by  inserting 
five  hundred  dollars  to  the  loan  officer  of  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  in  lieu  of  cierk  hire ;  it  passed  in 
the  negative.  And,  having  agreed  further  to 
amoid  the  report,  by  striking  out  the  limitation, 
to  wit:  "year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
nmety-six,"  and  inserting  "end  of  the  same."  On 
motion, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  recommitted,  with  an  in- 
stracti<m  to  brinf  in  a  bill  conformable  thereto. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  Fos- 
ter brought  in  a  bill  for  allowing  an  additiiHial 
compensation  to  the  Judge  of  the  District  of  Rhode 
Island ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

The  bill,  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  tim& 
the  acts  therein  mentioned,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representaiivea 
informed  the  Senate  that  die  Honse  agree  to  the 
proposed  conference  oa  the  disagreeing  votes  of 
the  two  Houses  to  the  amendments  proposed  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  to  amend  the  act.  enti- 
tled 'An  act  to  establish  the  Poat  Office  and  Pott 
Roads  within  the  United  States,"  and  have  ap- 
pointed managers  on  their  part. 


Satdrbat,  February  81. 

Mr.  Carot  reported,  ftom  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House 

of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An 
act  enabling  George  Gibbs  to  obtam  a  drawback 
o(  duties  on  certain  exported  wines,"  that  the  bill 
pass  without  amendment;  and  the  report  was 
adopted.  And,  hj  unanimous  consent,  the  rule 
was  dispensed  with,  and  the  bill  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  reported,  from  the  committife 
to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution,  sent  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence, 
"respecting  certain  laws  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  passed 
the  first  day  of  August,  one  thousand  sevep  hun- 
dred and  ninety-two."  Wheretipon, 

Beeolved,  That  the  Senate  do  not  concur  in  ^um 
resolution. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  authorizing  the  payment 
of  four  thousand  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  daugh- 
ters of  the  late  Count  de  Grasse and  a  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Spencer  Man  and 
Frantz  Jacob  Foltz;"  in  which  several  bills  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RuTHBRFURD  reported  from  the'managers 
at  the  conference  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  last 
amendments  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  amend  the  act^  entitled  'An  aet  to 
establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within 
the  United  States."  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  recede  Skud.  their 
last  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  die  Honaa 
of  Representatives,  to  the  first  secticm  of  die  aaid 
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biU.towit:  die  wtwds  ''and  fromDaDviUe  toKnox- 
Tille." 

Mr.'Kiii&  from  the  eommittee  to  whom  was  re- 
tared  Ae  Mflssage  of  the  Pbisidsnt  or  thi 
UmTED  States,  of  the  18th  instant,  relati  re  to 
eertaiB  laws  pa^d  hf  the  State  of  Georsiaj  re- 
ported a  bill  to  prevent  depredations  on  the  Indians 
South  of  the  river  Ohio;  which  bill  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  hill,5ent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Spencer  Man  and  Fiantz  Jaeob  Fola,^  was  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  the 
payment  of  four  thousand  dollars  for  the  use  of 
Uie  daughters  of  the  late  Count  de  Grasse,"  was 
read  the  first  time. 

The  petition  of  Amelie,  Adelaide,  Mehmie,  and 
Silvie  de  Orasse,  dan^ters  of  the  late  Count  de 
<]hasse,  stating  their  reduced  and  destitute  situa- 
tion, and  praring  the  loan  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, was  preBcnted  and  read;  and^  by  unanimous 
««isent,  the  rale  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  bill 
last  mentioned  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill  to  punish  frauds  committed  on  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  hill  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  for  a  limited  time, 
the  acts  therein  mentioned,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  pas.sed. 

The  bill  for  allowins  an  additional  compensa- 
tion to  the  Judge  of  the  district  of  Rhode  bland, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  memorial  of  Gunning  Bedford,  Judge  of 
the  district  of  Delaware,  was  presented  and  read, 
praying  for  an  increase  of  compensation. 

It  was  agreed  to  amend  the  bill  last  mentioned, 
by  insertio^these  words :  To  the  Judges  of  the 
districts  of  Rhode  Island  and  Delaware  each,"  and 
to  conform  the  title  of  the  bill  thereto. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Cabot,  to  add  after  the 
word  "dollars,"  "and  to  the  Judge  of  the  District 
Court  of  Masnchiisetts  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
dollars." 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  PBEaiOENT  laid  before  the  Senate  state- 
ments from  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
War,  of  such  claims  as  have  been  received  and 
exambed,  and  of  additional  evidence  further  to 
support  certain  claims  formerly  stated ;  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  regulate  the 
claims  to  invalid  pensions." 

Ordered,  That  five  hundred  copies  of  the  papers 
hereafter  enumerated,  delivered  with  the  Message 
of  the  Prebident  op  the  United  States  of  the 
I9th  of  November,  1794,  be  printed,  to  wit : 
,   1.  Judge  Wilson's  certificate. 

2.  The  Proclamation  of  7th  August. 

3.  The  Instructions  of  the  Commissioners. 

4.  The  Report  of  the  Commissioners. 

5.  The  Proclamation  of  the  25th  of  September. 


6.  The  eorrespondciioe  between  the  Qavema 
of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Secr^ry  of  Stale. 

7.  The  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treamiry 
to  the  Prebident  o9  the  UnrrED  States. 

8.  Instructions  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia. 
Mr.  Martin  notified  the  Senate  that  he  should, 

on  Monday  next,  move  for  permissicHi  tointrodoee 
a  bill  to  amend  the  2d  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  erect  a  light-house  on  the  head  land  of 
Cape  Hatteras,  and  a  lifted  beacon  on  Shdl 
Castle  Island,  in  the  harbor  of  Ocracock,  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina." 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the 
Jaws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  re- 
pel invasions,  and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in  fofce 
for  those  purposes,"  reported  amendmenti,  wiiich 
were  amended  and  ad(n)ted. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  resding. 


MoNOAT,  February  23. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repr^entatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for 
calliDg  forth  thejnilitla  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
Union,  suppress  iosurrectioBs,  and  repel  invnsions, 
and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for  those  pur- 
poses," was  read  the  third  time,  and,  being  farther 
amended, 

Reeolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Reprraratatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Robert  Barton  and  others,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Me8sn.-CAB0T,  Bradpoui, 
and  Frblinohittsbn,  to  consider  and  report  tbere- 
on  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Spencer  Man,  and  Frantz  Jacob  Foliz,"  was  read 
the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  IhU  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee last  mentioned. 

The  bill  "  for  allowing  an  additional  compensa- 
tion to  the  Judg^e  of  the  district  of  Rhode  luund,'' 
was  read  the  third  time  as  amended. 

Re»otved,  That  this  bill  pass ;  that  it  be  engross- 
ed ;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be,  "  An  act  allowing 
an  addironal  compensation  to  the  Judges  of  the 
districts  ot  Tlhode  Island  and  Delaware." 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  on  the  31st  instant 
Mr.  Martin  obtained  permission  to  bring  in  a  biH 
to  amend  the  second  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  erect  a  light-house  on  the  head  land  of 
Cape  Hatteras,  and  a  lighted  beacon  on  Shell 
Castle  Island,  in  the  harlrar  of  Ocracock,  in^  t^ 
Smte  of  North  Carolina ;"  which  bill  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  to  prevent  depredations  on  the  Indians 
South  of  the  nver  Ohio  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  holding  ol  special  Courts  in 
certain  eases,  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postpfHied  until  the  next  Congress. 
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A  message  from  tbe  House  of  R^iresettMitiTes 
infonned  t&e  Senate  that  the  Honse  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  ftirther  proTisioD 
for  the  snppcHTt  of  PaUis  Oedit,  and  for  the  te- 
demptioD  of  the  Pnblic  IMc,"  m  which  they  de- 
ore  the  eoncORenee  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  die  first  time,  «nd,  hy  unani- 
mous consent,  the  rale  was  dispensed  with,  and 
the  bill  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Ellswobth,  Mobris,  Strong,  Kino,  and 
Cabot,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
payment  of  four  thousand  dollars  for  the  use  of 
the  daogliters  of  the  late  Count  de  Grasse,"  was 
considered. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Bdrb,  EiNO.  and  Mitchell,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

A  messaee  from  the  Houm  of  R^praseotfttires 
infox^ed  me  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  Inll  sent  from  the  Senate  for  concurrence,  en- 
tiUed  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Agnus  McLean," 
with  an  amendment,  in  which  diey  desire  the  con- 
currence    the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTn  to  Ae  bill 
last  mentioned,  to  wtt:  strike  out  Agnus,"  and 
insert "  Angus." 

Re»olved,  That  they  do  concur  therein. 

Mr.  Bdbb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorizing the  payment  of  four  thousand  dollars  for 
the  use  of  the  datighters  of  the  late  Count  de  Qrasse, 
reported  an  amendment,  which  was  adopted. 

On  modon  to  insert  ''five  hundred"  in  place  of 
"  one  thousand,"  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  c|uestion,  Shall  this  bill  pass  to  the  third 
reading?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative- 
yeas  17,  nays  5,  as  follows : 

Vus^Mewrs.  Brsdky,  Burr,  Cabot,  Edwards,  Pot- 
ter, Hswkina,  Jadtson,  Iiiad.  King,  Lwagdon,  Liw- 
wn,  Mutin,  Mitefai^  Horns,  Potta,  Snthrafaid,  nd 

Nats^Mmb.  BradM,  Bttmoidi,  TnHa^^ajwrn, 
Rom,  and  ^nog. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing. 

The  bill  to  aothovise  a  naot  of  lands  to  the 

French  inhabitants  of  Galuopolis,  and  for  other 
purpoiies  therein  mentioned,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and,  after  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Tdbsbat,  February  84. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whoto  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Spencer  Man  and  Franlz  Jacob  Folts,"  and  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Bar- 
ton and  others,"  reported,  that  they  severally  pass 
without  amendmeni. 

The  Senate  proccedsd  to  cnuidw  the  faiU  fien 


mentioned,  and  after  being  amended,  the  bill 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  tnll  last  reported'en  pass  to 
the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  instructed 
to  that  purpose,  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the 
compensatioD  of  clerks ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the 
payment  of  four  thousand  ddlars  for  the  use  of 
the  daughters  of  the  late  Count  de  Grasae,"  was 
read  the  third  time. 

On  motion,  to  expunge  the  ajpuBdnevt  asived 
to  vestarday,  to  wit ;  liae  1,  insert  a  pceamUe,  as 
foUcrws: 

"  Whereas,  the  finir  daaghtm  of  tfie  late  Coimt  da 
Orasse,  now  within  the  United  States,  have,  by  tttm 
memorial  to  Cengreas,  represented  tluit  &ey  mn  desti- 
tate  of  the  means  of  support:" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  the  anumd- 
meot. 

The  memorial  of  a  number  of  the  ntanufactnreis 
of  the  town  of  B^timore  was  presented  and  read, 
stating  the  impdiey  of  exciaca  on  hMne  manu- 
fitctuns,  and  praying  a  diaeoDtiniuuice  theieof  on 
the  articles  of  sugar  and  muff 

(Vdsrcd,  That  this  memmial  be  referred  to  tke 
committee  to  whom  was  reierted  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  making  further  jiffovision  for  the  support 
of  PuUic  Credit,  and  for  the  redemption  of  the 
Pubbc  Debt,**  to  camadm  and  report  thereM  to 
the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresratativeB 
infarnked  the  Souta  that  they  have  v*ued  a  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jose  Roiz  Silva  f 
and  a  biU,  eatitled  "  An  act  relative  to  cesaioiu  itt 
jurisdiction  in  ^ces  where  light-houses,  beacons, 
buoys,  and  public  piers,  have  been,  or  may  hcn- 
aftcr  be,  erected  and  fixed  f  in  which  Mvenl  biUa 
they  desire  the  conearreooe  of  the  Senate. 

The  consideration  the  bill  to  anthoiiie  a  ^nt 
of  lands  to  A»  Fieneh  inhaUtute  of  GaUii^polia, 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  was  re- 
sumed; and;^  after  debate,  the  AirthCT  oaaadeiM- 
ti<m    the  bill  was  postponed. 

Mr.  FoBTBB  notified  the  Senate  that  he  should, 
to-morrow,  ask  peraustion  to  iatrodace  a  bill  pro- 
viding that  coasting  vessels  going  hom  Long 
Island,  in  the  State  of  New  Ywk,  to  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  or  from  the  Slate  of  Rhode  Island 
to  the  said  Long  Island,  shall  have  the  same  privi- 
leges as  are  allowed  to  vessels,  under  the  like  eie- 
oumstances,  going  from  a  district  in  one  State  to 
a  district  in  the  same,  or  any  adjoining  State. 

The  bill  sent  ftom  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  relative  to  ce^r 
sious  of  jurisdiction  in  places  where.light-house^, 
beacons,  buoys,  wd  [Hinlic  nier^  luve  been,  or 
may  heraiAer  he,  eweted  and  fixed,"  was  rend  the 
first  timfL  and  ordcied  to  a  second  Beading. 

The  bill  ant  fitom  the  Hoasa  of  Bepwawihitiw 
fiMt  eonetfnaaoe,  entitled  '^An  act  tm  the  relief  af 
Jobs  Rois  Sihra,"  was  read  the  ftnt  time,  and 
dered  toa  aeeoad  rendiog. 
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WBDitBaDAT,  February  35. 

&fr.  LirEKMORB  laid  before  the  Senate  the  re- 
monstrance of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  as- 
serting and  enlorcing  the  sovereignty  and  inde- 
pendence of.  the  said  State,  in  resjpect  to  laws 
passed  before  the  Coofederation  of  the  United 
States ;  which  was  read,  and  ordeml  to  lie  on  the 
teble. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PBseiDENT  or  THE  Unitcd  States  : 

GmtlenuH  of  the  Senate,  and 

Iff  the  ibute  of  RepretentaHveM : 

I  comnniikato  to  Congren  copiea  of  s  Letter  fivm 
Um  Governor  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  of  an  Act  of 
the  Legiilatnre  thereof  "  to  ratify  the  resolution  of  Cod- 
fieaa  explanatoiT  of  the  Judidai  power  of  the  United 
Statefc"  G.  WASHINGTON. 

UiTiTKs  Statu,  February  3S,  1796. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to, 
were  read,  ana  ordered  to  lie  on  file. 

Mr.  FRELinaHDTBEN,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  WiUiam  Seymour,"  reported 
that  it  pass  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tivea  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Spencer  Man  and  Fmnts  Jacob  Foltz," 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  ReprcseDta- 
tires  for  coocuireoce,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Robert  Barton  and  others,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Retnresenta- 
tire  for  eoneurrence,  entitled  An  act  relative  to 
eesrions  of  jurisdictioa  in  places  where  light- 
houses, beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers  Mve 
been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  erected  and  nxed,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Liv- 
■RHOBE,  BoRit,  and  MiTCBELL,  to  consider  and  re- 
pent thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  1ml,  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatires  for  concunencfc  entitled  "An  act 
making  further  movision  for  the  support  of  Public 
Ctedit,and  for  the  redemption  of  thePaUie  Debt," 
reported  amendments,  wnich  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  authorize  a  grant  of  lands  to  the  French  in- 
habitants of  Galliopolis,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned. 

On  motion,  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  to  wit : 

"  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Haute  of  Repre-^ 
tenioHvet  of  the  United  Statet  of  America  in  CorigreaM 
aeaembUd,  That  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States 
■hall  be,  and  he  is  herebj,  authottied  and  empowered 
to  iarae  letters  patent,  in  the  name,  and  under  the  aeal, 
of  die  United  StMea,  thmrtiy  granting  and  conveying  to 
John  GiMel  Gervais,  Alexander  Sangrain,  and  John 
Mi^an,  and  their  heiia,  for  the  use  of  themaetvea  and 
the  ottwr  Fiendi  inhalMtanta  of  OaUiopolif,intfae  Teni- 
toiy  NMdiwaat  of  the  Ohio,  a  traetof  land  «buto  on  tlw 
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Northwest  bank  of  the  river  Ohio,  beginning  one  mfle 
and  a  half  on  a  straight  One  above  the  mou^  <rf  Liltlt 
Sandy ;  thence,  down  the  said  river  Ohio,  akNis  tha 
courses  tharec^  dght  miles,  whMi  reduced  to  a  ^trdffit 
line;  dience,  at  ri^an^es  from  die  said  line^wcatolj, 
so  as  to  include  du  quanti^  of  twen^4inr  diouaaad 
acres,  free  from  all  reservations,  to  be  eqnaUy  divided 
(except  as  hereinafler  excepted)  by  lot  amon^  all  the 
French  inbahitants  and  actual  settlers  «f  the  said  ton 
or  settlement  of  Galliopolis,  being  males  above  aeven- 
t«en  years  of  age,  or  widows,  who  are,  or  shall  la, 
widiin  the  said  town  or  settlement  of  GalliMiolis,  on  the 
first  day  of  November  next,  of  whrai  a  Ust  ahall  be 
made  theSnrveyor  to  be  annoyed  m  pursnanca  «f 
dibaet:" 

It  passed  in  the  negatiTe—yeas  9,  naya  15^  as 
follows : 

TxA»— Messrs.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Edwards,  Ellswordi, 
FWinghuysen,  King,  Mitchell,  Rudieifrird,  and  Strong: 

Nats — Messrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  Foster,  Haw- 
kins, Jackson,  Izard,  Langdoo,  Livennore,  Maztfak,  Mor^ 
ris,  Potts,  Robinson,  Roes,  and  Vining. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Potts,  Bubr,  and  Kino,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Joze  Roiz  Silva,"  was  read  the  sec(md  time, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Potts,  Kino,  and  Lans- 
DON,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  yesterdar,  Mr.  Foe- 
TER  obtained  leave  to  bring  m~  a  bill  relative  to 
the  coasting  trade,  as  it  respects  vessels  passi^R  be- 
tween Long  Island,  in  the  State  of  New  York 
and  the  State  oi  Rhode  Idand.  The  bill  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Tne  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  prevent  depredatirais  on  the  Indiana  Soath 
of  the  river  Ohio. 

Ou  motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  thu 
bill,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  bill, 

Aodj  on  the  passage  uf  the  bill  to  a  third  read- 
ing, with  the  following  amendment  to  the  end  of 
the  bill :  "  and  shall  be  punished  in  the  same  man- 
ner that  enlisted  soldiers,  committing  such  an  act 
or  acts,  without  or  contrary  to  orders,  may  be  pun- 
ished," it  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  11,  aays 
5,  as  follows: 

Yiaa— Mem.  Bradfixd,  Cabot,  BUnrndh  Foatar, 
Hawkins,  IQng,  Potts,  Bois,  Bnthaifiud,  Strong,  and 
Vining. 

Nats — Msswa.  Btadley,  Burr,  Jutkmrnr  Langdaa. 
and  Robtnsoo. 


Thdrsoay,  February  36. 

Mr.  King  laid  before  the  Senate  a  resolutim 
authorizing  the  exportation  of  arms^  cannon,  and 
military  stores,  in  certain  cases  j  vriiich  was  read. 

Ordered,  Tmtt  it  lie  until  to-morrow  for  con- 
sideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RefHwntatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  Senate  for  concurrence,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  acu  therein  mentioned,"  inth  an  nmoidment; 
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m  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Se- 
Mte.  They  hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
making  farther  appropriations  for  the  Military 
[  and  Naval  establishments,  and  for  the  support  of 
Oorenunent in  which  they  desire  the  eoncur- 
i     renee  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  th*  House  of  Representatives 
to  the  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate  for  concurrence, 
NAtttled  "  An  act  to  contiQue  in  force,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  acts  therein  mentioned. 

Betolved,  That  they  do  concur  therein. 

Mr.  FsELiNORorsBN,  from  the  commiUee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  continuing  and  regulating  the  Military  Es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States,  and  for  rej>eal- 
ing  sundry  acts  heretofore  passed  oa  that  subject," 
reported  amendments. 

Mr.  LiTERMOBB,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
yns  referred  the  nil,  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
preaentativea  for  cmicurrence,  entitled  ''An  act 
relative  to  cesnons  of  jurisdiction  in  places  where 
light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers  have 
been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  erected  and  fixed  j"  re- 
ported amendments. 

Mr.  Potts,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  authorize  a  ffrant  of  lauds  to 
the  French  inhabitants  of  Gamopolis,  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  reported  amend- 
ments. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  compeuNttion  of  clerks, 
was  read  the  second  time,  and,  after  amending 
the  first  section,  it  was  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  ptmiah  fraads  committed  oa  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  having  agreed  to  an  amend- 
ment, the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  tiiiid  reading. 

Mr.  FosTBBj  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
tefierred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for 
the  more  effectual  recovery  of  debts  due  from  in- 
dividuals to  the  United  States,"  reported  amend- 
ments. 


FaiDAT,  February  27. 

The  bill  to  {Hrerent  depredations  on  the  Indians 
South  of  the  river  Ohio,  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  passi  it  was  de- 
g  lermined  m  the  affirmative— yeas  12,  nays  7,  as 
fdlows: 

Tus^— HeMiB.  Bradfi«d»  Cabot,  Elbwoidi,  Fortn, 
Hawkins,  bard,  Kmg,  Martm,  Potts,  Ratherftird,  Stmag, 
and  Vining. 

Nais.^ — Messrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Buir,  Jackson, 
LsagdoD,  Ziirennoie,  and  Rotanson. 

So  it  was  respired  that  this  bill  pass ;  that  it  be 
engrossed  :  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "  An  act 
,      to  prevent  depredations  on  the  Indians  South  of 
the  river  Ohio." 
The  amendments  reported  by  the  committee  to 
[      wlmm  was  refierred  the  bill  to  authorize  a  grant 
ofludatodie  French  iahahtonta  trf  qallicjioli^ 
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and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  were 
read  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  readine. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  compensation  of  clerks 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  was  amended,  by  re- 
storing the  first  section,  amended  as  follows : 

"  Be  it  enacted  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Repretent' 
ative*  of  the  Untied  States  of  America  in  Congreee 
asaembud.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  Se- 
cretaiy  at  the  Df^nztment  of  Slate,  ind  the  Secretaiy 
of  the  Department  of  War,  be  authorised  to  vary,  fin' 
the  present  year,  the  compensations  heretofore  establish- 
ed for  clerks  in  their  respective  departments,  in  such 
manner  as  die  serricea  to  be  performed  shall,  in  their 
judgment,  require  ;  bo,  however,  that  no  principal  cleric 
shall  receive  more  than  at  the  rale  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annum,  and  that  the  aggregate  of  compensa- 
tions  for  iba  clcvka,  in  either  of  Ute  said  departments^ 
shall  not,  for  the  said  yeax,  exceed  the  aggtegtta  of  the 
compensations  allowea  tot  derks  in  the  same  depart- 
ments for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-four ;  and  that  an  addiUonal  compensation,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  rate  of  two  hundred  dollars  per  ^inin"i,  be 
allowed  for  one  clerk  employed  by  tiw  Inrector  of  Ae 
Mint,  during  the  present  yean" 

On  metkm,  it  was  agreed  to  sonend  the  seeoni 
section,  by  inserting  "  three  hundred  daHu^  to  the 
loan  officer  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  in  lien  ^ 
clerk  hire. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass;  that  it  be  engross- 
ed; and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  to  regu- 
late the  compensation  of  clerks." 

The  Prebident  laid  before  the  Senate  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Treasury,  with  a  return  of  the  ex- 
ports of  the  United  States  for  the  year  end- 
mg  September  the  thirtieth,  one  thouuud  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-four,  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill  to  punish  frauds  committed  on  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  aras  read  the  diird  time. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  ViHiifo  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  these  words, "  suffer  death," 
and  to  insert,  "  shall  be  adjudged  a  felon,  and  &ied 
and  imprisoned  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court;"  and, 
after  debate,  the  bill  was  postponed  until  the  next 
Congress. 

The  consideration  of  the  resolution  authorizing 
the  exportation  of  arms,  cannon,  and  military 
stores,  in  certain  cases,  was  resumed,  and  being 
amended,  by  adding  tuse  words,  "and  for  puMic 
purposes  ouly,"  it  was 

Beeolved,  That  this  resolution  pass. 

The  bill  relative  to  the  passiiu^  of  coasting  ves- 
sels between  Long  Island  and  Rhode  Island,  was 
read  the  s^nd  time,  and,  by  unammous  consent, 
tike  rule  was  dl^ensed  with,  and  the  UU  wis  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Jacxbon  laid  before  the  Senate  two  Acts 
of  the  State  of  Qeorgia,  to  wit :  "Anaetfor  ap- 
propriating a  jmit  of  the  unlocated  territory  of  the 
State  for  the  payment  of  the  late  State  troops,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned ;"  and  "  An 
act  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  for 
appropnating  a  part  of  the  unlocated  territory  of 
Ue  State  for  the  payment  of  the  late  &ate  troops, 
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wd  for  other  parposes  theceia  mentiooed,'  declar- 
ing the  right  of  the  State  to  the  uaappropriated 
terdtory  uiereof  icff  the  protection  and  support  of 
the  frontiers  d*  ^  State,  and  for  other  purposes." 
'  On  which  he  suhmitted  the  following  motion  to 
the  consideration  oS  the  Senate : 

*<Whw«u,one  (tfthe  Senstorsof  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia has  officiall;  laid  before  the  Senate  An  act  of  the 
LegiBlature  of  the  swd  State,  entitled  '  An  act  for  ap- 
propriating a  part  of  the  onlocated  territory  of  the  State 
far  payment  of  the  late  State  troops,  and  for  other  pur- 
poaea  therein  mentioned,"  and  in  which  the  Senators 
and  Repreeentativea  of  the  said  State  in  Congress  are 
required  to  appfy,  without  loas  of  timei  for  a  trea^  to  be 
heU  with  such  tribe*  or  nations  of  Indians  who  may 
eUim  the  right  of  sale  to  the  territory  therein  pointed 
out  for  appropriation  as  afimsaid : 

"  Reaolved,  That  the  Senate  will  adviae  and  consent 
to  the  hol^g  'any  treaty  or  treaties  which  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  may  think  necessary  with  the 
Creek  nation,  for  the  purpose  of  extinguisbnient  of  the 
dainu  of  the  said  Indians  to  the  lands  in  the  said  act  of 
the  State  of  Georgia  appropriated ;  the  same  being  includ- 
ed in  a  Une  to  be  uswn  from  the  head  of  the  Oconee  to  the 
Oakmnlgee  river,  and  fiom  Fort  R(»nulns»vn  the  Odt- 
mulgee,  to  the  head  vt  St  Mary's  river,  and  the  (dd 
iMNttdaiT  Une  betweeo  dw  State  of  Gem^  and  the 
nidlttdiaiwi  iVoeidlB^  That  the  wbi4a  expense  of  ex- 
tinguishing the  aaid  dainst  and  the  holding  the  said 
trea^  or  treatiea,  be  defrayed  and  home  fay  the  State  of 
Gem^" 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  WiBiam  Seymour,"  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concarreBce,  entitled  ^  An  act  relatire  to  cessioas 
of  jurisdiction  in  places  where  light-houses,  bea- 
cons, buoys,  and  public  piens  have  been,  or  may 
bflK^ter  be,  eneted  aMd  axed;"  and,  having 
adopted  the  amendmeata  imported  by  the  ctnnmii- 
tse,  it  was  asreed,  by  onaDmoos  consent,  to  dis- 
pense with  the  rule,  and  that  this  bill  be  now  read 
the  third  time. 

^$ohed,  That  this  bill  pass  with  the  amend- 

BODtS. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  second  section  of  "  the 
act.  to  erect  a  light-house  on  the  headland  of  Gape 
Ha tt eras,  and  a  lighted  beacon  on  Shell  CasUe 
bland,  in  the  harbor  of  Ocracock,  in  the  State  of 
Nonh  Carolina,"  was  read  the  second  time  and 
amended. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  memorial  of  Rd.  Claiborne  was  presented 
and  read,  praying  that "  a  law  may  pass,  anthor- 
ising  the  imputation  of  inventiontL  and  allowing 
to  original  importers  a  certain  privilege  in  propor- 
titm  to  that  ahowed  by  the  patent  law  to  mvent- 
ors." 

Ordered,  That  this  memorial  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of 
RepreacaVatircs  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  continuing  and  regulating  the  Military  Esta- 
blishment of  the  United  Stateii,  and  for  r^waling 
sundry  aets  beietofove  passed  on  that  subject,"  be 
noonmitted. 


Tikc  luU,  sent  from  the  Hoose  ni  RepreseBt»- 
ttves  for  concurrence,  entitled  '*An  act  makinc 
further  af^opriations  for  the  Military  and  Naval 
Establishments,  and  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment," was  read  the  first  time,  and,  by  unauimoiu 
consent,  the  rule  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  biH 
Was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Means. 
RttTHBaniRD,  Jackson,  and  Bradfobs,  to  eon- 
aider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Seoate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
'Aq  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the 
coins  of  the  United  States,"  and  the  lull,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  extending  the  time  relative  to  draw* 
backs  on  the  exportation  of  certain  military 
stores;"  in  which  they  desire  the  ccmcurreaee  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bills  last  brought  from  the  House  cf  Repre- 
sentativesfor  concurrence  were  severally  read,  and, 
by  unanimous  coiu^t,  these  bills  were  severally 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Measn.  Ca- 
bot, KtNO,  and  Mobsis,  to  connder  and  rtfM 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee  to  the  bill,  sent 
from  the  House  of  Rejwesentativee  for  codcdt- 
rence,  entitled  "  An  act  making  further  proviiioa 
for  the  support  of  Public  Credit,  and  tot  the  US' 
demptioQ  of  the  Public  Debt.*' 

Od  motion  to  agree  to  the  following  amendment, 
reported  by  the  eommktee,  respecting  the  sabsch- 
bers  to  a  Loan,  for  which  the  seeoncT  aeotion  pn- 
vides,  to  wit : 

"  Section  Sd,  strike  ont, '  may  be  reimbnised  at  any  i 
time,*  and  insot,  *Ae3l  be  MBboxaed  within  twca^  I 
yean,  and  may  be  leinblinad  at  ai^  tiaa  aflw  the  >»■ 
pkatin)  of  tw^  y«m  :** 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  15^  nays  9^ 
as  follows; 

Tkab. — Messrs.  Biadfinil  Gabot,  Ellswortfa,  Fr^ng^ 
hnysen,  Hawkins,  Isaid,  King,  Ltngdon,  lovennove, 
MRtefaeU,  Morris,  Rosa,  Rotherf^d,  Strong,  and  Tinii^. 

Nats. — Meanrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Ban,  Edwaid^ 
FosteTf  Jsdtson,  Martin,  Potia,  and  Robinson. 

And  the  oUier  amesdaMBts  reported  by  the  com-  j 
mittee  being  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  the  ' 
third  reading. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  second  section  of  an  act 
to  ereiet  a  light-hoose  oo  the  headland  of  Cape  | 
Hatteias,  and  a  lighted  beaoon  on  Shell  CasUe 
Island,  in  the  harbox  of  Ocracock,  in  the  State  of  : 
North  Carolina,  was  considered,  and,  by  unaai- 
mons  consent,  the  rule  was  dispensed  with,  and  | 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed.  ; 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  certifi- 
cate swned  George  Latimer,  chairman,  purporting 
that  William  Bingham  was,  on  the  26th  instant, 
elected  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  which  -was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  file. 


Satorday,  Felffoary  28. 
Hembv  Latimbr,  from  die  State  of  Delawaie, 
in  plaoe  af  Qaoiiai  RsAO,  reiigaed,  att«>ided,and 
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produeed  his  credentials,  wfaudi  vcw  Had }  and, 
the  oath  prescribed  by  law  being:  administend,  he 
took  hu  seat  m  the  Senate. 

James  OoNn,  from  Georgia,  attended. 

The  bill  to  authorize  a  ^rant  of  lands  to  the 
French  inhabitants  of  Qaltiopolis,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned,  was  read  the  third 
time. 

On  motion,  it  was  acreed  to  strike  out  these 
words,  section  3d,  "  his  heirs  or  assigns  sbaU  not, 
within  three  yearti  from  the  date  of  the  same  pa- 
tent make,  or  canse  to  be  made,aetaal  settlement 
Wk  tne  same  tract  of  land,  and  the  uaroe  eon^ne 
for  three  years,"  and  in  lieu  diereof  insert,  "  or  his 
heirs  shall  not  peramiaUy,  within  three  y^rs,iTom 
the  date  of  the  same  patent,  i«ttte  on  ue  same 
tract  of  land,  and  there  cmtinue  settled,  for  three 
years  next." 

Od  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  last 
mentioned  boundary,  seotton  lat,  to  read,  "  thence 
at  right  angles  from  each  extremity  the  said 
liner  slso,  that  the  male  inhabitants  he  namhered, 
ftom  eighteen  years  and  upwards,  instead  of  seven- 
teen. 

On  motion,  to  amend  the  bill,  so  that  the  sarrey 
be  made  at  the  expense  of  the  grantees,  it  passed 
in  the  negative. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative — yeas  14,  nays  8,  as 
follows: 

Ybas. — Messrs.  Bndley,  Browa,  Butt,  Edwards, 
Poster,  Gnnn,  Hawkins,  Jackson,  Issrd,  Lsagdon,  Liv- 
eonsn,  M«rtAi»  ]tobinBO>i,aDd  Vnuu. 

KAXS-^MesBis.  Bradford,  Cabot,  fiUam^,  Fxding- 
hiqraMi.  Kiac,  Mitdi^  Bam,  and  Strong. 

The  following  eonfldential  Message  was  re- 
Msved  fimn  me  Prmidrtt  or  the  Unitsd 
States: 

€tmilemm     the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Houae  of  R^irmniative$  .• 

In  my  &at  eommoniestion  to  CongpreBS,  dnriBf  ttumr 
pneent  sesnon,  I  gave  them  reason  to  expect  diet  "  cer- 
tain dreomstances  of  oar  intercourse  with  foreign  na- 
tkna"  would  be  transmitted  to  them.  Then  was,  at 
that  tino,  eveiy  aasQisnce  fer  believHig  diat  some  of  the 
most  important  of  onr  foreign  a&irs  wonM  have  been 
•OBdaded,  and  otlwrs  conridwaUy  matured,  bcBfois  they 
riwald  nss.  But,  nstwithitanding  I  have  waited  ontil 
this  moment,  it  has  so  happened  that,  Mtherftmneansss 
ankmavrn  to  me,orfrom«Teolswfai(fa  oould  notbecoo- 
tnriled,  I  am  vet  miaUe  to  execute  my  original  inten-| 
tion.  That  I  may,  however,  fulfil  the  expectation  giveni 
as  &r  as  the  actual  ntuation  of  things  will  in  my  judg' 
ment  permit,  I  now,  in  eonfidente,  hy  before  Congress 
the  foOowing  general  statement. 

Our  Minister  near  the  French  Repnblic  has  urged 
eompensation  for  (he  injto^  which  onr  conunerce  has 
sostained  from  cqitares  by  French  cruisers, flom  the  non- 
fhUttment  of  the  contracts  of  the  agents  of  die  ItmniliHo 
with  our  dtizent,  and  from  the  emlmrgo  at  Bordeaux. 
He  has  also  pressed  an  aOowanco  for  money  Voted 
by  Congress,  for  relieving  the  inhabttants  of  StJ)omin' 
go.  It  aflbrdK  me  the  highest  pleasure  to  iniorm  Con- 
gress that  prrfoct  harmony  rngns  between  the  two 
Repnblies,  and  that  diose  claims  are  in  a  train  of  being 
discussed  with  candor,  and  of  beuig  amicably  adjusted. 

So  anidi  of  our'relallon  to  Great  Britidn  vuty  dqwnd 
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upon  the  resalt  of  our  latene^ttiatiansinLimdon,  that, 
until  that  result  shall  arrive,  I  cannot  undertake  to  make 
any  communication  upon  this  subject 

After  the  n^;otiation  with  Spam  had  been  long  de- 
pending,  unusaal  and  une'ipectedembarrassmrntswere 
raised  to  interrupt  iu  progress.  But  die  CiunnjissionA 
of  His  Catholic  majefl^,  near  the  United  States,  having 
declared  to  the  Secretaty  of  State,  that  if  a  particiriar 
accommodation  should  be  made  in  the  eonaueting  Of 
the  businesB,  no  fiirther  delay  would  ensue,  I  tiionght 
proper,  under  sD  circumstances,  to  send  to  His  Catholic 
Mqesty  an  Envoy  Extraordinary,  speddly  charged  to 
bring  to  a  conclurion  the  discusaons  which  have  been 
fonneiiy  announced  to  Congress. 

The  firienddiip  of  Her  Most  Faithful  Majesty  has  been 
mamfested  in  checking  the  passage  of  Algerine  cofr- 
sairs  into  die  Atlantic  Ocean.  She  has  also  (UrnMied 
occasional  convoys  to  the  venels  of  the  United  States, 
even  when  bound  to  ottier  ports  ftan  her  own.  We 
may  therefore  ptmnise  ourselves,  diat  as,  in  the  ordinary 
coarse  of  things,  few  causes  can  exist  fbr  dtBsatisfactio* 
between  the  United  States  and  Portugal,  so  the  temper 
with  which  accidental  difficulties  will  be  met  on  eadk 
side,  will  speedSy  remove  diem. 

Betoreen  die  Executive  of  the  United  States  and  Ae 
Oovermnent  of  the  UtntedNetheriands,  but  Rtde  hitw- 
course  hss  taken  ^ace  duringdw  Isstyesr.  It  may  be 
acceptable  to  Cnigress  to  learn  that  our  credit  m 
land  ia  represented  as  staafing  upcmthe  most  leepeeta 
Ue  footing. 

Upon  die  death  of  the  late  Emperor  of  Moreeoe  an 
•gent  was  despatched  to  renew,  with  his  auceessor,  the 
tr«aty  wliich  Uk  United  States  had  made  with  him.  The 
agent  unlbitunatdy  died,  after  he  bad  reached  Europe, 
in  the  pcosecutirai  of  his  mission.  But,  until  lately,  it 
was  imposnble  to  determine,  widi  any  d^^ree  of  proba- 
UUfy,  who  of  the  eompedtora  for  that  empire  would  be 
ulliniately  fixed  in  the  supreme  power.  Although  the 
measures  which  have  been  since  adopted,  for  the  re- 
newal of  the  treaty,  have  been  obstructed  by  the  di»- 
turbed  situation  of  Amsterdam,  there  are  good  grounds 
for  Resuming,  as  yet,  upon  the  pa^c  dispoaition  of 
the  Bmperor  u  fiuct,  towards  the  Dniled  States,  and 
ftstdtepastmiseerriege  wfll  beshetthrw—sdikL 
*  Congvsss  ase  atreadyaequsinled  With  Ae  AAvaof 
the  Loan,  attempted  in  HeHand,  for  the  ndisf  of  tm  l» 
happy  fellew-fdiisetts  in  Algiers.  Thh  sahjeet,  thea 
which  n«M  deserves  a  more  afleetionale  zeal,  bis  «oa- 
strody  eommanded  ny  beat  cmcctioQs.  I  un  happy, 
therefore,  hi  being  aUe  to  say,  that,  from  the  last  an- 
dientk  accounts,  the  Dey  was  dispssed  to  treat  fora 
peaee  and  rsnsom,  and  diat  bodi  woaM,  in  all  proba- 
bility, have  been  accomplished,  had  we  not  been  disi^ 
pointed  in  die  means.  NotUiig  whiiji  depends  i^xm 
the  Executive  riiall  be  left  undone,  for  canying  mto 
immediate  eflect  the  supplementary  act  of  Congress. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UNITED  Statis,  Feftruary  28,  1796. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
coDsideralion. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  Houfe  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  making 
further  provision  for  the  support  of  Public  Credit, 
and  for  the  redemption  of  the  Public  Debt,"  was 
read  the  third  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Burr,  to  strike  out  the 
amendment  agreed  to  yesterday,  to  wit:  section 
2d,  strike  oat  may  be  reimbursed  at  any  timtf,'" 
an^  insert  "shall  he  reimbursed  within  trentf 
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yean,  and  may  be  reimbuned  at  any  time  after 
the  expiration  of  twelre  years,"  it  passed  in  the 
nentire. 

On  motion,  to  insert  the  Mlowing  section  after 
the  5th,  to  wit : 

'*Beii  further  enacted.  That  a  Loan  be  opened  at 
the  Treasury  to  the  full  amount  of  the  outstanding  and 
unbarred  new  emiBuon  bUls  of  credit,  the  sums  which 
■hall  be  subscribed  to  be  payable  in  the  principal  and 
interest  of  such  bills,  computing  the  interest  thereon  to 
the  first  day  of  January  next,  and  ttiat  the  subscriber  or 
antMcribm  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  therefor  m  certifi- 
cate ka  the  amount  of  the  principal  sum  m  subscribed 
and  paid,  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  centum  per 
annum  from  the  first  day  of  January  next,  payable 
quarter  yearly  at  the  Treasury,  and  redeemable  at  the 
pleasure  of  Uie  United  States,  by  the  payment  of  the 
sum  specified  therein,  and  containing  a  stipulation  that 
the  United  States  will  redeem  the  same  before  the  ex- 
piration of  thir^  years  from  the  passing  of  this  a^  and 
alio  to  another  certificate  for  die  amount  of  the  interest 
on  the  sum  to  subscribed,  computing  the  same  to  the 
first  of  January  next,  be«ing  an  interest  of  three  per 
centum  per  annum  from  the  first  day  of  January  next, 
payable  quarter  yearly  at  the  Treasoiy,  and  redeemable 
at  the  pleasure  of  ihe  United  States,  ty  the  payment  of 
the  sum  specified  therein:" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Oo  motion,  by  Mr.  Burr,  to  add  the  following 
proviso  to  the  Utb  sectioo,  to  wit: 

"  Provided,  neverthele$$,  That,  whenever  the  six  per 
cent,  stock  shall  be  under  par,  it  shall  be  the  du^  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fnnd  to  lay  out,  in 
the  purchase  of  the  said  stock,  the  money  applicable  to 
Hie  payment  of  the  said  two  per  cent,  of  prindpal,  or  so 
mnoi  theretrf'aa  can  be  laid  ont  in  the  purclufle  thereof, 
at  a  rate  under  par." 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bdrr,  to  expunge  the  last 
section  of  the  bill,  to  wit : 

-  **Bme.W.  Aadbeitjmikerenaeted,  Thatsomuch 
of  the  act  laying  duties  upon  caniagea  fi>r  the  cuiTey- 
•noe  of  penoBa,and  ofthe  act  Uying  duties  rai  ficenses 
for  selling  wines  and  firnigu  distilled  apirituoua  Uqwm 
I  by  retail,  and  of  the  act  laying  certain  duties  upon  snuff 

-  and  reined  sugar,  and  of  the  act  lajring  duties  on  pro- 
perty sold  at  auction,  as  Umits  the  duration  of  the  said 
■arenl  acts,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repeakd;  and 
that  all  the  said  several  acts  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
continued  in  forc«  until  the  first  day  <^  Mart^  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  one :" 

It  passed  in  the  nezatire. 

On  the  question,  Sliall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed 7  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — Yeas 
21,  nays  1,  as  follows : 

YiAs. — MesssTs.  Bradford,  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr, 
Cabot.  Ellsworth,  Foster,  Frelinglinysen,Gnnn,  Hawk- 
Ins,  hard,  King,  Langdon,  Livenoore,  Martm,Mitchdl, 
Robmaon,  Rosa,  Rntberflird,  Strong,  and  Vfaiing. 

Mr.  Ja^acMi  voted  in  Uie  negative, 

Remdvedt  That  this  bill  pass  with  the  amend- 
ment 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  hill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the 
act  entitled 'An  aet  laying  cetitain  duties  upon 


snuff  and  refined  susar  f  in  which  they  deaiie  t^ 
concurrence  of  the  senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  Hoase  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  more  effect- 
ual recovery  of  debts  due  from  individuals  to  the 
United  States;"  and  having  agreed  to  sundry 
amendments  reported  by^  the  committee. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing, as  amended. 

Mr.  Frelingbuysen,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  recommitted  the  bill,  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  continninff  and  regulating  the  BfiU- 
tary  Establishment  the  Unitid  States,  and  fia 
repealing  sundry  acts  heretofore  passed  on  that 
subject,"  reported  further  ammdmoits,  which 
were  considered  and  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ameml- 
ed  according. 

Orc^ed,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill,  sent  frwn  the  House  of  RepTeaenia- 
tives  for  concurrence,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  alter 
and  amend  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  laying  certain 
duties  upon  snuff  and  refined  sugar,"  was  read  the 
first  time,  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  rtile  was 
dispensed  with,  and  the  bill  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Cabot,  ELLSwoara. 
and  Izard,  to  consider  and  leport  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 


Monday,  March  2. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representative^ 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  making  further  {tfovision  for  the  aupport  of 
Public  Cr^it,and  for  the  redemption  of  the  Pub- 
lic Debt,"  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their  , 
amendment  of  the  bill  last  mentioned }  and,  i 

Aefo<iw<^  That  they  disagreetothesaidamend-  ' 
ment. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their  ' 
amendment  to  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  c(Hnmittee  appointed  to  take  I 
into  consideration  certain  laws  of  the  State  of  ' 
Georgia,  referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the  Pbesi-  : 
DENT  or  THE  United  States  of  the  S5th  of  j 
February  last,  reported  a  resolution,  which  was  | 
read,  as  follows: 

"  Reaohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  SlSue 
be,  and  her^  ia,  requested  to  give  directiona  to  the  : 
Attorney  Oenend  to  ccAlect,  digest,  and  rqM»t  t»  ths 
Senate,  Ihe  charters,  treaties,  and  otiMV  doomienta,  re- 
lative to,  and  ezplanatMy  4^  the  title  to  the  land  sitiiale 
in  the  Southwestern  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  I 
claimed  1^  certain  companies  under  a  law  of  the  State 
of  Geo^ia,  passed  the  seventh  day  of  January  lasL  I 
namely  :  a  tract  of  land  claimed  by  James  Onrm,  Mat- 
thew H'AUister,  and  George  Walker,  and  thnr  asso- 
ciatea ;  also,  a  tract  vi  land  claimed  by  Nicholas  Long, 
Thomas  Glaasoockt  Ambrose  Gtmlon,  and  ThooMs 
Comiaing,  and  thwr  asaociatea;  also,  a  tract  of  land 
clauued     John  B.  Seott,  Jdm  C.  Nigfatingaleb  , 
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Wade  Hampton,  and  their  aMadBtes ;  and  alao,  a  tract 
of  land  daimed  by  Zadiaziah  Cox  and  Mathiaa  Maher, 
and  their  aaaodatcs." 

Ordered^  That  the  report  lie  for  connderatioo. 

The  bill,  sent  rrom  the  House  of  Representa- 
livea  for  coDCUrrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
more  eflectual  recoTery  of  debts  due  from  indlTi- 
dnals  to  the  United  States,  '  was  read  the  third 
time.  On  motion,  that  the  further  consideration 
of  this  bill  be  postponed  until, -the  Congress,  it 
passed  in  the  negative.  / 

On  motion  to  expuitg«  the  4th  section  of  the  bill, 
as  follows :  /' ' 

"  And  be  it  furth0-  enacted.  That  in  all  cases  where 
the  final  dedaioa  of  the  CompfaroUerahaU  be  against  the 
claimant}  it  ihall  and  may  be  lawfid  for  him,  at  any 
time  thereafter,  within  six  months  from  audi  decision, 
to  appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  8tat«,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treafluiy,  and  the  Attorney  Genend,  for  the  time  being, 
who  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  hear  auch 
dahnant  on  audi  suspended  claims,  and  fully  to  deter- 
mine the  same  upon  the  principles  of  equity  and  jnstice ; 
whidi  determination  shaJI  be  nnal  and  condunve  to  all 
concerned :" 

It  passed  in  the  negatire. 
On  motion  to  add  the  foUowiDg  sections  to  the 
bUl: 

"jindbett  further  enacted.  That  in  all  eases  of  a 
decision  by  the  Comptroller  in  favor  of  the  United 
States,  where  the  par^  aganist  whom  such  dednon  is 
had  ^all  not  appeal,  agreeably  to  the  prorisione  of  the 
fiiurtb  section  of  this  act,  and  in  all  cases  of  an  appeal, 
and  a  decision  in  favor  of  the  United  States,  it  aludl  be 
the  du^  of  the  Comptroller  to  direct  the  Attorney  of 
the  United  States  to  bring  suit  in  the  proper  court  for 
the  recoTBiT  of  the  balance  thus  awarded  to  be  due  to 
the  United  States.  And  the  Attorney  of  the  United 
Stately  at  die  time  of  iasaing  audi  process,  shall  file 
widi  the  elerk  a  declaration,  or  short  note,  exi»essing 
the  eame  of  action,  a  copy  of  which  declaration,  or 
abort  note,  certified  by  the  clerk,  shall  be  sent  with  ^e 
writ,  and  the  copy  of  the  declaration,  or  short  note,  be- 
ing aerred  on  thie  defendant  or  defendants,  or  left  at  the 
last  place  of  abode,  twenty  days  before  the  return  of  the 
writ,  it  ahall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  courts,  respec- 
tivfll^,  and  Aey  are  herdiy  anthtniied  and  required  to 
cause  sudi  defendant  or  defendants  to  plead  to  issue, 
and  shall  proceed  to  trial  or  judgment  the  first  court, 
and  shall  not  allow  any  impuiance,  unless  when  evi- 
dence is  wanted,  without  which  the  defendant  or  de- 
fendants cannot  safely  go  to  trial,  which  bet,  as  also  a 
reasonable  endeavor  to  obtain  such  evidence,  shall  be 
made  appear  to  the  satisfiiction  of  the  court  hy  affidavit 
<^the  party,  or  the  testimony  of  some  indifferent  wit- 
ness ;  and  when  the  writ  and  deelaiadon,  or  writ  and 
dbmt  note,  are  not  served  m  time,  it  riiall  be  lawfld  for 
Ihs  eowt  to  grant  «ie  impulance  and  no  more,  unless 
vrideace  is  wanted  as  above. 

•*  And  be  it  further  enacted  That  in  all  soita  to  be 
founded  on  the  decision  of  the  Comptnriler,  or  on  a  de- 
dwm  after  ifipeal  tbere&om,  as  herein  before  provided, 
the  ontificate  of  the  Comptroller,  or,  in  case  of  appeal, 
the  certificate  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  decision, 
shall  be  legal  evidence  to  establish  the  daim  of  the 
Unit«d  Statea,  and  shall  preclude  all  evidence  of  6»xAb 
of  an  earlier  date  than  the  said  decinon :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  tu  reconsider  the  r(Me 
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on  the  4th  seetitm,  and  that  it  he  amended  to  read 

thus : 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  where 
the  final  decision  of  the  Comptroller  shall  be  against 
the  claimant,  such  determination  shall  be  final  and  con- 
clusive  to  all  concerned." 

On  the  question^  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determmed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  16, 
nays  6,  as  follows : 

Ybab<— Messrs.  Brown,  Burr,  Foster,  Frelingfauyaen, 
Gunn,  Jackson,  Izard,  Martin,  Mitchell,  Morris,  Fotia, 
Robinson,  Sutherfiurd,  Strong,  and  Vining. 

N^TS^MeasiB.  Bradfind,  Cabot,  Ellswmth,  King, 
Langdon,  and  Livermne. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  thb  hill  pass  mth  the 
amendments. 

Mr.  Potts  reported  frcnn  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House 
of  RepresentatiTeB  for  concurrence,  entitled  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joze  Roiz  Sitva."  Where- 
upon, 

Besolved,  That  this  bill  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  RuTHBRFURD,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act 
lor  the  more  eeoeral  promulgation  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,"  reported  amendments, 
which  were  read  and  adopted,  and  the  bill  VM 
amended  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  snpidementarr  to  the  act^ 
entitled  '  An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribes,"  ^  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Pbesioent  laid  before  the  Senate  a  Report 
from  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War, 
communicating,  by  order  of  the  Prebidekt  op 
THE  United  Statss,  letters  and  documents  re- 
ceived from  Major  General  Wayne,  and  from 
James  Sea^ove,  a^ent  for  Indian  Afbirs  for  the 
Creek  Nation,  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  for  consideration. 

The  Pbesident  also  laid  before  the  Senate 
statements  of  such  claims  to  invalid  pensions  as 
have  been  received  and  examined,  from  the  31st 
to  the  28th  of  February  last. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  considenti(». 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entided  "  An  act  snpi^e- 
mentary  to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  reflate 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribev*  was 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  certain  laws  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent OF  THE  United  States  of  the  25th  of  Fe- 
bruary last,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  jpur- 
chase  of  Indian  goods,  which  was  rewl,  and,  by 
unanimous  consent,  it  was  read  the  second  and 
third  times. 

Ordered,  That  the  queatton  on  the  passage  of 
this  bill  be  postimned. 
Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whom' was 
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referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
seDtatires  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
alter  and  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  laving 
certaia  duties  upon  snuff  and  refined  sugar,"  re- 
ported amendments,  which  were  read. 

Od  motioDj  to  postpone  the  fVirther  considera- 
tion of  this  bill  until  the  next  Congress,  it  passed 
in  the  negative ;  and  the  amendments  reported  by 
the  committee  beinic  agreed  to,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tires  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  con- 
tinuing and  regulating  the  Military  Establishment 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  repealing  sundry 
acts  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject,"  was  read 
the  third  time. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  8th  sec- 
tion, by  adding,  after  "rations,"  the  following 
words:  "or  the  value  thereof,  at  the  contract 
price,  where  the  same  shall  become  due,  and  if,  at 
such  poflt,  supplies  are  not  furnished  by  contract, 
then  such  allowance  as  shall  be  deemed  equitable, 
having  reference  to  former  contracts,  and  the  po- 
siticm  of  the  place  in  question.** 

Ruolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  the  amend- 
ments. 

The  following  Messages  were  received  from  the 

PHBeiDBKT  or  THE  UniTBD  STATES  : 

Gtatkmenofthe  Senate,  and 

of  we  Hbute  of  S^retmtativea  .• 

It  appearst  from  iafbroiatioi)  whidi  I  have  lately  re- 
ceived, that  it  may  be  probably  necesflary  to  the  more 
•uccmaful  conduct  of  our  affiors  on  the  coast  of  Bar- 
baiy,  diat  one  Cougol  should  reside  in  Morocco,  an- 
other in  Al^ere,  and  a  third  in  Tunis  or  TVipoIi.  As 
no  appointment  for  these  offices  will  be  accepted  with- 
out  Ktme  emolument  annexed,  I  submit  to  the  consider- 
ation of  Congress  whether  it  may  not  be  adi^sable  to 
anthoriie  a  stipend  to  be  allowed  to  two  Consuls  for 
diat  coast  in  aoditiMi  to  the  one  already  existing. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

ITvirra  Statis,  Jfardk  %,  1706. 

Olen/femm  of  the  SentOe,  and 

of  the  Abuse  of  Sepraeniativea  .• 

I  transmit  to  yon  copies  of  a  Letter  from  the  Gover- 
nor of  the  State  of  Delaware,  snd  of  an  Act  endoved, 
"  dedaring  the  assent  of  that  State  to' en  amendment, 
therein  mentioned,  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  O.  WASHINGTON. 

UiiiTtD  ^TATKB,  Hhreh  S,  1796. 

The  Messages  and  papers  were  read,  and  order- 
ed to  lie  for  consideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  paissed 
the  resolution,  sent  from  the  Senate  for  concur- 
rence, "  authorizing  the  exportation  of  arras,  can- 
non, and  military  stores,  in  certain  cases,"  with 
Emi'ndtnenis,  in  which  they  deiiire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  re- 
solution last  mentioned ;  and  disagreed  thereto. 

Tbe.PaEsiDENT  laid  befor  the  Senate  a  Letter 
from  Samuel  Meredith,  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  with  his  accounts  to  'list  December  last ; 
which  was  read. 


f  Mahch,  ms. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  and  accoanfislieror 
consideration. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  Return 
from  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Wuirf' 
claims  for  invalid  pensions,  made  on  -the  dSlh  d 
February  last. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideratioa  of 
the  amendments  reported  by  the  committee  n 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  Hoose 
of  Representatives  tor  concurrence^  entitled  "Ab 
act  for  the  more  general  promulgation  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  "  which  were  adopted,  and  ihr 
bill  amended  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  ROTHERFCRo.from  the  committee  towlioiii 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  !U- 
presentatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  acl 
making  further  appropriations  for  the  Military  sod 
Naval  clstablishments,  and  for  the  support  <n  Go- 
vernment," reported  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeotativet 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  patsed 
a  bill,  entitled  An  act  mating  povision  for  tht 
purposes  of  treaty  and  of  trade  with  Uie  tDdiaas,"  ii 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  theSenatt; 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  concur  ia  iht 
bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  tote 
gulate  the  Compensation  of  clerks,"  with  u 
amendment,  in  which  they  desire  the  coDCurteDct 
of  the  Senate ;  and  that  the  House  oi^  Repreeeo- 
tatives  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  w- 
thorizing  and  directing  the  Secretary  of  War  U 
place  certain  persons  named  therein  on  the  pet- 
sion  last ;"  in  which  tbey  desire  Uie  coocnneae* 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brooght  from  the  Hoose  of  Rfjin- 
sentatires  for  coneurreDecwas  read,  and  ordaM 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whomwi* 
referred  the  bill,  sent  frmn  the  Hotise  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  ^Ao  act  sop- 
plementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  actestalw™" 
log  a  Mint  and  regulating  the  Coins  of  the  Outn 
States,"  reported  amendments. 
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The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amwi' 
ment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  buL 
entitled  An  act  to  regulate  the  eompensatki.ol 
clerks and 

Beeolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  thnew* , 

A  mesaase  from  the  House  of  ReprescBlanw 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  adb««.o 
their  aniendiBCnts  to  the  rMtdatioD.  autbapV 
the  exportation  of  arms.  \.«nnon,  and  mimp 
stores,  m  certain  cases iuid  they  hare  ' 
bill,  entitled  "A-,  act  laying  dunes  on  cariwip 
for  the  ccaveyance  of  persons,  and  repeabng 
former  act  for  that  purpose."  in  which  they  aesiit 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate."  , 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  iineDd- 
ments  reported  by  the  committee  to  vrbm  ^ 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Key^ 
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MntotiTes  for  ooncurreitee,  mtitled  "  An  act  mak- 
ing farther  appropriatioDs  for  the  Military  and 
Naral  EstaUishmeDts,  and  for  the  support  of  Go- 
vernment," which  were  in  jMirt  adopted.  On  mo- 
tion, it  was  agreed,  by  unanimona  consent,  to  dis- 
pense with  the  role,  and  that  this  bill  be  now  read 
the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  the  amend- 
■faents. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Reprcsentn  tires 
tor  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  laymg  duties  on 
«arriages  for  the  conveyance  of  persons,  a»d  re- 
pealing the  former  act  for  that  purpose,*'  was  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

'On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, to  dispense  with  the  rule,  and  that  the  bill, 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  con- 
currence, entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the 
act,  entitled  *  An  act  laying  certain  duties  upon 
snuff  and  refined  sugar,"  be  now  read  the  third 
time. 

jRegolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  the  amend- 
ments. 

On  motion  to  agree,  by  unanimous  consent,  to 
dispense  with  the  rule,  and  that  the  bill  sent  from 
tbe  House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  en- 
titled An  act  laying  duties  on  carriages  for  the 
conveyance  of  persons,  and  repealing  the  former 
act  for  that  purpose "  be  now  read  the  second 
time,  it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  16,  nays  6, 
as  follows : 

Yui.^Mesm.  Bradfota,  Cabot,  Edwards,  Ellawoith, 
Foster,  Frelinf^ovsen,  Ixard,  King,  Latimw,  Martin, 
Mitchell,  Morris,  Potta,  Rutherfiud,  Strong,  and  Vining. 

NAVt'—MeaBn.  Biadky,  Bun,  Gnnn,  Jaduwn,  Li- 
▼ermon,  and  Rosa. 

Bo  the  consent  not  being  unanimous  the  qnes- 

tiOD  WB»  kMt 

Ordered,  That  this  WU  pass  to  the  Bec<»kd  read- 

Bemte  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
like  araendmenta  adhered  to  by  tbe  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, to  the  resolution  authorizing  the 
«xp<»t8tion  <M  arms,  cannon,  and  military  stores, 
in  certain  cases ;  which  are  as  follows : 

Line  1st,  strike  out  "resolved,"  and  insert,  "be 
it  enacted."  Strike  out  the  proviso.  In  the  title, 
strike  out,  "  resolution,"  and  insert  "  an  act."  And 
on  tbe  question  beibg  put  severally  on  the  amend- 
ments, 

Retelved,  Thai  the  Senate  recede  therefrom. 

On  motion,  it  was  acreed,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, to  dispense  with  we  rule,  and  that  the  bill, 
MUt  fHwa  tae  Hoase  of  Re|»ewntatiTes  for  con- 
corraice,  ratitled  "An  act  for  ibB  more  geBcral 
ptmulgation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States," 
be  now  read  the  third  time. 

Remtlved,  That  this  bill  paas  with  amendments. 

Tbe  following  bill  being  read  the  first  time,  on 
motion,  it  was  a^eed,  by  unanimovs  eonaent,  to 
dispense  with  the  rule,  and  that  the  bill,  sent  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  concorrenee,  en- 
titled "  An  act  making  provision  for  the  purposes 
cf  treaty  and  of  trade  with  the  Indians,"  be  now 
raftd  the  second  time. 

A  motion  was  mad^  by  Mr.  Jaouos,  and  aa. 


conded  by  Mr.  Bhadlet,  to  strike  out,  after  the 
word  "  Ohio,"  to  the  end  of  the  bill,  and  insert : 

To  certain  lands  in  the  State  of  Gengie,  bring  be^ 
tweendie  OconseandOakmulgeertvera,meludedwitibp 
in  ft  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  bead  of  the  fbrmec  to  the 
head  o£  tbe  latter  river;  as  also  to  certain  lands  in  the  said 
State,  included  within  a  line  to  be  drawn  from  a  place 
named  Fort  Romulus,  on  the  said  river  Oalunulgee,  in  a 
direct  couree,  to  the  head  of  the  river  St  Mary's,  the  same 
being  the  lands  formerly  known  as,  and  included  within, 
the  county  of  Talaasee,  in  the  said  State,  and  which 
county  was  given  np  to  the  Creek  nation  hy  the  treato 
of  New  York:" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  strike  out,  after  tlie 
word  "  assembled^"  in  the  first  section,  to  the  word 
"  enacted,"  inclusive,  in  the  second  section ;  also, 
to  amend  tbe  tiUe,  by  expunging  the  words  "  tratj 
and  therefrom. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  to  the  third 
reading,  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative — ^yeas  18,  nays  3,  as  follovn : 

YiAs. — MeasTi.  Bradford,  Bradley,  Brown,  Buir.Car 
bot,  Ellsworth,  Frelinghtwaant  Guim,  hard,  King,  Iiatir 
jaer,  Lnemwre,  Mtodiflil»  Potts,  Bosi^  Bt^terftvit 
8tnnig«and  Vining. 

Naxs^— MeMTS.  Hawkini,  Langdon,  and  Martin. 

Mr.  Jackson  declined  voting  on  the  questitm. 
Ordered,  That  this  biU  pass  to  the  third  nad- 

ing,  as  amended. 

A  message  from  tbe  House  oi  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  nave  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  Presideht 
or  THE  United  States  to  obtain  a  cession  of 
claim  to  certain  territonr ;"  in  which  they  dc»}ie 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  to  dispense  with  tbe  rule,  and  to 
agree,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  this  bill  be  now 
read  the  second  time,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, to  dispense  with  the  rule,  and  that  the  biU, 
sent  from  tne  House  of  Representatives  for  con- 
currence, entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  '  An  act  eslablishmg  a  Mint,  and  re- 
gulating the  Coins  of  the  United  States,"  be  now 
read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bUl  pass  with  the  amend- 
ments. 

On  motion,  that  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act 
autnorizin^  and  directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
place  certain  persons,  named  therein,  on  the  pen- 
sion list,"  be  now  read  th^  second  time,  by  unaoi- 
mous  consent,  it  was  objected  to,  and  uie  Senate 
adjourned. 

TuBDAT,  Maioh  3. 
Mr.  Cabot  reported,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  teferred  the  bill  sent  firom  the  Houae 
(MT  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  ezten^ng  the  time  relative  to  drawbaokn 
on  tiie.  expMlaiiaii  of  certain  military  sMm." 
Whereupon, 
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Resolved,  That  thi:;  bill  do  not  pass. 

The  memorial  of  the  merchants  in  the  district 
of  ProTidence,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  was 
presented  and  rea^  prayine  for  an  explanatory 
amendment  of  the  law,  eatitled  "  An  act  to  proride 
more  effectually  for  the  collectioil  of  the  duties  on 
eoc^,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the 
United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  ves- 
sel^" in  regard  to  the  vessels  bound  to  Providence 
eoming  to  anchor  and  renuining  longer  than 
twenty-four  hours,  in  the  harbor  and  district  of 
Newport. 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  laymg  duties  on 
carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  persons,  and  re- 
pealing the  former  act  (or  that  purpose^"  was  read 
the  second  time  and  amended,  by  strikmg  out  the 
13th  section  of  the  bill,  as  follows : 

"  And  be  it  furtha- matied.  That  it  shall  Ih:  lawful 
fcr  the  Praatdeat  of  the  United  States,  and  he  is  heret^ 
empowered  to  make  such  allowances  for  compensation 
to  ue  officeiB  of  inqte^ioo  employed  in  the  collection  of 
Ifaa  duties  sibraaaid,  and  fax  indttontal  enienwai  as  he 
dtall  judge  letsonaUe,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  five 
'  centum  of  the  total  amount  of  the  said  duties  col- 


Qn  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  14th 
section  of  the  bllL  by  inserting,  in  line  5th,  after 
the  word  "  aotwithstanding,"  these  words :  "  but 
the  revenue  to  arise  ftom  the  duty  on  carriages  for 
the  conveyance  of  persons  shall  remain  charged 
with  the  same  appropriations  as  if  this  act  had  not 
1  ** 


On  motion  to  dispense  with  the  rule,  and  that 
this  bill  be  now  read  a  third  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution,  reported  yesterday,  relative  to  the  title 
to  certain  lands  situate  io  the  Southwestern  parts 
of  the  United  States. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Jackbon,  to  strike  out  all  the 
resolution  after  the  words  Southwestern  parts  of 
the  United  States,"  in  the  8th  and  9th  hues,  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Burh,  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion, by  striking  out  all  the  words  after  the  words 
"expbnatory  of,''  line  6tb,  and  inserting  "the  ex- 
tent and  boundaries  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and 
the  title  of  the  said  State  to  the  lands  by  them  sold 
OT  claimed,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative— yeas  19,  nays  2,  as 
follows : 

Ym. — Meaais.  Bradford,  Brown,  Burr,  Cabot,  EU»- 
wtKth,  Qtmn,  Hawkins,  hard,  King,  Latimer,  Liver- 
BBore,  Martin,  Mitchell,  Morris,  Potts.  Rolnnson,  Ruther- 
flnd.  Strong,  and  Vining. 

Nats> — Mewra.  Prelinghuyeen  and  Jackson. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represeutatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  making  provi- 
mm  for  the  purposes  of  a  treaty  and  of  trade  with 
the  Indian^"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Me$ohed,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. , 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  leading 


the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  and 
directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  place  certain 
persons  named  therein  on  the  pension  list." 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  fif  thn 
bill  be  postjxmed  imtil  the  next  Congress. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  R^resentatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary 
to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act,  to  reflate  trade  ana 
intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,"  was  read  the 
second  time. 

O^  motion  to  strike  out  the  following  word^ 
section  1st,  line  4th  to  6th, "  unless  it  shall  be  in  coo- 
tinuation  of  a  pursuit  (not  approaching  nearer  than 
five  miles  to  any  Indian  town)  of  the  particular 
Indians  who  shall  have  recently  committed  mur- 
der, or  may  be  carrying  off  captives,"  it  passed  in 
the  negative. 

On  motion  to  dispense  with  the  rule  by  tmanJ- 
mous  couspnt.  and  that  the  bill  be  now  n^ad  the 
third  time,  it  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Jacxson. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  rflndian  goods 
having  been  read  the  thtnl  time,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postpraed  until  the  next 
Congress. 

Reaolted,  That  the  bill  making  an  extra  allow- 
ance to  certain  clerks  in  the  public  offices,  and  to 
the  widows  and  femilies  of  certain  deceased  clerks, 
be  postpoued  to  the  next  Congress. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the 
Prebidbnt  op  tbb  United  Statbb  to  obtain  a 
cession  of  claim  to  certain  territory,"  was  read  the 
second  timel 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bdrr,  to  amend  the  bill,  to 
be  read  as  follows : 

"Be  ii  enaeied  the  Senate  and  Houte  ^  ttsfrt- 
amiaHveaoftht  Vmttd  Statet  of  Amtriea  ut  Canfftm 
ataembled  That  the  Prendent  of  the  United  Sutea  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authoriied  and  empowered  to  obtain, 
by  pUTchaae  or  donation,  a  relinquiahinent  and  cemion 
of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  lands  cUuued  by  or  un- 
der the  Slala  of  CmnKia,  and  without  the  ordmaiy  jo^ 
risdiction  thereof:" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Hawkiks,  to  reconsider  the 
amendment  last  proposed,  and  to  adt^t  the  same, 
it  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  to  dispense  with  the  rule  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  that  this  bill  be  now  read  the 
third  time,  as  amended,  it  was  objected  to  by  Mr. 
Jackson. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
informed  the  Senate  ^at  the  House  concar  in  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  relative  to  the  title  to 
certain  land  situate  in  the  Southwestern  parts  at 
the  United  States,  with  an  amendment  to  strike 
out  "  Senate."  and  insert  "next  Ctmgress,*'  in  line 
5tb,  in  whico  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  die  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  last 
mentioned  resolution ;  and,  concurred  therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be 
aodiorixed  and  directed  to  pay  to  Jamea  Mathers, 
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Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate,  out  of  moneys  ap- 
propriated to  defray  the  continsent  expenaes  of  the 
Senate,  (me  himdntd  and  finy  ddlarr,  for  extra 
serriees. 

On  motion  to  dispense  with  the  rule  by  unaui- 
mooa  consent,  and  that  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House 
of  ReisesentatiTes  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An 
act  laying  duties  on  carriages  for  the  conTeyance  of 
persona  and  repealing  the  former  act  for  tnat  pur- 
pose," be  now  read  the  third  time;  it  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  BoRS  laid  before  the  Senate  a  motion,  as 
follows : 

RcMohed  bjf  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repretenta- 
Uvea  of  the  United  Statea  of  America  m  Cot^nu  at- 
»embud,  two-tkirda  of  both  Housct  eoneurring.  That 
the  fidkminff  vtide  m  inn^oMd  te  the  Lmid^nies  of 
the  aneral  mtes,  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitntion 
(rf  the  United  States,  which,  when  ratified  three- 
fcnrdis  of  die  nid  LegisUturet,  shall  he  valid  as  part  of 
the  said  Coostitatiim,  to  wit : 

*<  That  the  term  for  which  die  members  of  the  Senate 
and  Hooae  of  RepresentatiTes  of  the  next  Congress  are 
or  shall  be  chosen  shall  expire  on  the  first  day  of  jQne 
next  fbUowing  the  third  day  of  March,  on  which  it  would 
IwTO  expind  if  tlua  amenmnent  to  dia  ConatitutiMi  had 
not  been  adopted." 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  lie  for  consideration. 


[Sbnatb. 


Tuesday  Evening,  March  3. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Rejvesentatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  having  finish- 
ed the  business  of  the  session,  are  about  to  ad- 
journ. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Izard  and  Morris  be  a 
committee,  jointly,  with  such  committee  as  the 
House  of  Representatives  may  appoint  on  their 
part,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  tbe  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that  Congress  is  ready 
to  adjourn  without  day,  unless  he  may  have  any 
further  communications  to  make. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  Home 
of  Representatives  therewith,  and  desire  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  on  their  part. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  appoint- 
ed a  joiut  committee  on  their  part  to  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  inform 
him  that  Congress  is  ready  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Izard  reported,  from  the  joint  committee, 
that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  op  the. 
United  States,  who  informed  them  that  he  had 
no  further  communications  to  make  to  Congress 
during  this  session.   Whereupon,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  adjourn  without 
day. 


Proceedmgt. 


EXECUTIVE  JOURNAL. 


THE  TENTH  SESSION  OP  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  CONVENED  Off 

MONDAY.  JUNE  8,  1796. 


Monday,  June  8, 1795. 
Pursuant  to  a  call  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  a  Circular  addressed  to  the 
several  Senators,  informing  each  that  "  certain 
mauers  touching  the  public  good  required  that 
the  Senate  should.be  conveneuon  the  above  dav. 
at  the  Senate  Chamber,  in  Philadelphia,  then  and 
there  to  receive  and  deliberate  on  such  commu- 
nications as  be  shall  then  make  to  them :"  tbe 
Senate  assembled  accordingly. 

PHESEMT : 

John  Adams,  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States  and  President  of  the  Senate. 

fVom  New  Bampthire.—Somi  LANOnoN  and 
Samuel  Litermobb. 

fYom  MaggtuJuuetts. — Caleb  Stroho  and 
Oeorge  Cabot. 

From  Vermont. — Moses  Robinson. 

From  Connecticut. — Oliveb  Ellsworth  and 
Jonathan  Trchboll. 

Prmn  Rhode  /#iand.— Theodore  Foster  and 
William  Bradford. 

fVom  NtM  Vorfc.— Rufds  Kino  and  Aaron 
Btmn. 


Prom  New  Jersey.— John  Rutherpurp. 
Prom  Penngylvania, — James  Robs  and  WiLr 

LIAM  BiNORAM. 

Prom  Delaware. — Henrt  Latimer. 

Prom  Maryland. — Richard  Potts. 

Prom  Virginia.— HmRY  Tazbwbll  and  Stb- 
phems  Thomson  Mason. 

/Vom  iTenftidley.— John  Bbown  andHuMPHMT 
Marshall.  • 

Prom  North  Carolina. — Alexander  BSabtin 
and  Timothy  Bloodworth. 

From  Soutk  Candiaa. — Jacob  Read. 

fVom  Oeor^gia.— James  Jackson. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Strong  and  Mr.  Lanwon 
be  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
TTnited  States,  and  notify  him  that  a  quorum  of 
the  Senate  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any 
communications  he  may  be  pleased  to  make. 

Mr.  Strono  reported,  from  the  committee,  that 
they  had  waited  on  the  Prbsidbnt  or  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  that  he  informed  them  he  would 
make  some  communications  to  the  Senate  imme- 
diately. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States  :  , 
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■^Itntlemen     the  Benmle  .• 

Inpiinnuwe  of  my  nomimtimi  of  John  Ja;  u  Eq- 
"vij  wtoMdioaiy  to  His  Britaaaic  Majetty,  on  the 
ISth  day  <»r  April,  1794,  and  of  the  advice  and  consent 
4^  the  Senate  thereto,  on  the  19th,  a  ne^tiation  was 
opened  in  London.  On  the  7th  of  Match,  1795,  the 
Icnatj  resulting  there&am  was  delivered  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State.  I  now  trannnitto  the  Senate  that  Trea- 
if,  and  other  documents  connected  with  it  They  wUl, 
uerefore,  in  their  wisdom,  decide  wliedier  they  will 
adviie  and  consent  that  the  said  Treaty  be  made  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  His  Britannic  Majeetf- 
G.  WASHINGTON. 

CTinTBD  drATXB,  June  8,  1796. 

The  Message,  Treaty,  and  other  documents  re- 
ferred to  in  the  Message,  were,  in  part,  read,  and 
the  further  reading  thereof  postponecl. 

Ordered,  That  the  Senators  be  under  an  in- 
junction 01  secrecy  on  the  communications  this 
day  received  froni  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  until  the  further  order  of  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  procure,  printed 
under  an  injunction  of  secrecy,  tnirty-ODe  copies 
only,  of  the  Treaty  refarred  to  in  the  Message  of 
the  Phe8id£ht  of  the  United  States,  or  this 
day,  fox  the  me  oi  the  Senate. 


Tuesday,  June  9. 

Pierce  BtftLER,  from  the  State  of  South  Ca- 
rolina, and  Frederick  Frelinqhcysbn,  from  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  severally  attended. 

James  Gunn,  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  pro- 
duced his  credentials,  and^  the  usual  oath  being 
administered,  took  his  seat  m  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  printed  two  additional 
copies  of  the  Treaty  referred  to  in  the  Message  of 
tbe  Pbhsident  or  the  United  States  of  the 
8th  instant. 

The  papers  referred  to  in  the  said  Message  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Wbdnesday-j  June  10. 

The  Senate  assembled — ^present  as  yesterday, 
and,  after  deliberattoa,adjounied  to  eleven  o'clock 
t»-iiionow  morning. 

Tborbdat,  Jane  11. 

The  Senate  assembled — present  as  yesterday. 

The  Treaty  referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the 
8tb  instant  was  read  and  considered. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  there- 
of be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


FniDAT,  June  12. 

JOHH  HfiNBT,  from  the  State  of  Maryland,  pro- 
duced hu  credentials,  and,  the  usual  oath  being 
aifaiiinisteeed,  he  to^  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eonsideiation  of  the 
Treaty  eommunicated  from  the  Pbbsidbitt  of 
Tu  Umitbd  Statbb  in  his  Message  of  the  8th 
instant. 

A  motida  was  made  that  the  said  Treaty  be 
pabiidied. 


And,  on  motiottf  it  was  agreed  to  modify  the 
motitm  as  foUovs: 

"  Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  resohitioiiof  As  8lh 
instant  as  enjoins  secrecy  upon  the  Senattxa  with  n- 
Bpect  to  the  comnranicationB  on  tkat  day  racBivd  fan 
the  Ih^dent,  be  rescinded 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  themoticm  thus 
modified,  a  motion  was  made  for,  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  agreed  to ;  and,  after  deliberation,  il 
was  agreed  to  postpone  this  question  until  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  to  adjourn,  it  passed  in  the  ne^- 
tive;  and,  after  debate,  the  further  considentira 
of  the  Treaty  above  mentioned  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  following  Messages  were  reeeired  from  the 
President  of  the  UnrrEn  States: 
Genilemat  of  the  Senate  .- 

I  nominate  ths  following  persaos  to  fill  the  offices 
annexed  to  their  respective  names,  some  of  vriuck  haw 
bees  appointed  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate: 

Jotm  Kelty,  of  Maryland,  to  be  Si^miaox  of  tks 
Revenae  for  As  Distrietof  MMjisBd,  nesGeo^gsGsK 
reagned. 

JasMB  Simoiis,  «f  SeiiA  Gsislust.  ts  le  Naval  OA. 
cer  for  the  port  of  Charleston,  vice  Isaac  Hotta,  dft> 

ceased. 

William  Simmons,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  Accoont- 
ant  for  the  Department  of  War,  vice  Joeeph  HowaU, 
resigned. 

Henre  Eric  Skoldibrand,  jr.,  to  be  Consnl  of  the 
United  States  for  the  port  of  Algisrs,  and  for  sndiodw 
places  as  dull  be  nearer  to  the  said  port  tbu  to  As 
residence  of  any  other  Consul  or  Vice  Consul  of  As 
United  States  within  the  same  allegiance. 

Joseph  Donaldson,  jr.,  to  be  Consul  of  the  United 
States  for  the  ports  of  Tripoli  and  Tunis,  and  for  sodi 
other  places  as  shall  be  nearer  to  the  said  ports  than  to 
the  residence  of  any  odier  Oensul  or  Vice  Consul  sf 
the  United  States  within  the  same  all^iancea. 

John  Overtmn,  to  be  InspedM-  of  the  Rsvenue  forlhs 
District  of  Tennessee,  in  ths  Toiitoiy  of  the  United 
States  Southwest  of  the  river  Ohio. 

George  Phillips,  of  Ctmneetiea^  to  be  GcAsctar 
the  District  of  Middletown. 

Watennan  Thomas,  of  Msssachosetta,  to  be  Cotteo> 
tor  for  the  District  of  WaMoborough,  and  Inspector  «f 
the  Revenae  for  the  port  of  Waldobo rough. 

Thomas  Vose,  of  Mavachnaetts,'  to  be  Surveyoi  for 
Uw  piBt  of  Thnmsston,  and  Inspector  of  the  RevenB* 
for  the  ssme. 

William  Tu<^,  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  Collector  fat 
the  District  of  Gloucester,  vice  Eppee  Sargent,  reaignoiL 

Henry  Malcomb,  of  New  York,  to  be  Collector  ftr 
the  District  of  Hudson. 

Richard  DickiuMHi,  of  CmmeCtient,  to  be  Sorroyar 
for  the  port  of  Saybrook,  and  Inspector  of  the  RevwM 
for  the  same. 

WiUiain  Adams,  of  Connecticot,  to  be  Sorvcryor  Ar 
the  port  of  Hartford,  and  Inspector  of  the  Revenne  i> 
the  same. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 
UviTso  Statbs,  June  IS,  17S5. 
Gentlemen  tjf  the  Senate  .- 

On  the  twentj^nmth  day  of  DeesBhsr,  1794,  the 
Mowing  aaminstioi  for  promotion*  were  laid  betx* 
thsSsnals: 
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Bemard  Oaines,  Oaptain.  dftfh  June,  1TB4,  noeKei> 

Bartholomew  9bomb«rg,  Captain,  90th  JoBe,  1794, 
Tioe  Hartaborne,  killed. 

John  Wade,  Gi^ptain,  lat  July,  1794,  vice  Peten, 
promoted. 

Bom  Biidf  Captain,  6th  Jnlj,  1794,  vice  Jefiere,  re- 
•igned. 

And  on  the  36^  da;  of  February,  179&,  the  feUow- 
1119: 

Ferdinand  Ledgh  Claibrane,  Lieutenant,  30th  Jone, 
179^  vice  Chines,  |ironioted. 

John  Brock,  Liantenant,  30th  June,  1794,  vice 
Shomberg,  promoted. 

Edmund  Taykv,  Lientenant,  lat  July,  1794,  nee 
Wad«,  promoted. 

Elijah  Strong,  Lieutenant,  6th  July,  1794,  vice  Bird, 
promoted. 

Rexin  Wflbflter,  Lieutenant,  llthJuly,  1794,  vice 
Montfbrt,  reaigneid. 

It  has  since  aroeared  that  the  rengnation  of  Certain 
Cla^y  had  eac^ted  notice  at  tiu  War  Office,  which,  ren- 
dering the  abOTe  airangemmt  incorrect,  the  iaanii^  of 
commiasioDi  to  thoae  offloera  haa  been  nupended. 

To  rectify  that  arrangement,  and  to  fill  some  Taoan- 
dei^  I  nevr  make  the  feUowing  nominations  of  persons 
to  oOoea  in  die  Amy  of  the  United  »etee : 

Firtt  Sub'Legion. 
Bemard  Gaines,  Captain,  1st  April,  1794,  rice  Chty, 
reqgned. 

Bartholomew  Shomberg,  Captain,  30th  June,  1794, 
vice  Kersey,  promoted. 

John  Wadfl,  Captain,  30th  June,  1794,  vice  Harts- 
home,  killed. 

Boas  Bird,  Captain,  Ist  July,  1794,  vice  Peters,  pro- 
moted. 

Hastings  Marks,  Captain,  6th  July,  1794,  vice  Jef- 
&IS,  lesiffied. 

Ferdinand  Leigh  Clubome,  Lieutenant,  lat  April, 
1794,  vice  Oaines,  pronwted. 

John  Breck,  Lieutenant,  30th  June,  vice  Shombe^, 
promoted. 

Edmund  Taylor,  Lieutenant,  80th  June,  1794,  vice 
Wade,  promoted. 

El^ab  Strong,  Lieutenant,  lat  July,  1794,  vice  Bird, 
promoted. 

Bezin  Websta,  Lieutenant,  July,  vice  Marks, 
pnnuoted. 

Caoatrff, 

Paul  McDermot,  Comet,  vice  Torrey,  killed,  to  rank 
fton  1st  May.  1795. 

James  V.  Ball,  Cemet,  vise  Poee^,  promoted,  to  rmak 
ftom  1st  May,  1798. 

Corpt  of  ArtiUeruttmd  Engkteert. 
Patar  A.  Dranay,  Lientenant,  vioe  Hatdins,  nrign- 
ed,  to  rank  ftom  lOth  AprS,  1796. 

Second  Sifh-Ligion. 
WiUiam  Mvts,  Captain,  80lh  April,  1796,  vioe  An- 


BruigTU. 

Geo^e  Salmon,  vice  Butler,  promoted,  to  rank  fiom 
Ut>i»7,  1796. 

WiViem  Scott,  vice  Claiborne,  promoted,  to  rank  from 
lat  May,  179S. 


Jdm  Callendra,  vice  Bredc,  promoted,  to  rank  fiom 

1st  May,  1796. 
Merriwether  Lewis,  vice  MeLean,  nomotad,  to  mik 

from  lat  May,  1796. 

Q.  WASHINGTON. 
UiriTKB  Statks,  June  13, 1796. 

The  Messages  amd  pan^en  were  read,  and  or- 
:  deted  to  lie  for  conaideratioa. 

Satdbday.  June  13. 

Elijah  Painb,  Ij-om  the  .Slulc  Vermuut.  ytttr. 
duced  his  credentials,  and  ibe  usual  oath  wing 
admioistexed,  he  took  his  seat  in  th«  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  tfousider  the  oosBciMp, 
tim  of  Joha  Kelty  and  others^  made  by 

SIDBNT  OF  Ta£  UNITED  SxA,^Qi|^i|li.  J^,  TtW^jgi 

of  the  lath  instant ;  and 

Reaehed,  That  ther  adviaa  and  eonseat  to  the, 
a]9pomtaKnts,agiieeahfy  to  the  reipeetiTe  aoaiin»- 

tions. 

Th«  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  military 
Bominations  contained  in  the  other  Messageoftfae 

PRBSIDBTIT  or  TBB  UnITBO  StaIVB,  of  UM  IBth 

instant;  and 

Restored,  That  thev  adrise  and  consent -to  the 
appointments,  agreeably  to  the  respective  nomina- 
tions. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  lay  these  resolu- 
tions, respectively,  before  the  Pbbsidbnt  or  the 
UNiTsn  States. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Treaty  communicated  by  the  Pbbbidemt  of  the 
Uniteu  States,  vrith  hu  Message  of  the  8th  in- 
stant, and  the  motion  yesterday  made  thereon,  to 
wit: 

That  so  much  of  the  resolution  of  the  8th  in- 
stant as  enjoins  secrecy  upon  the  Senators,  with 
respect  to  the  communications  on  that  day  re- « 
ceired  from  the  Pbbsidekt,  be  rescinded. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  passed  in  the 
negative — yeas  9,  nays  20,  as  follows : 

YiAfl. — Messrs.  BleodwMth,  Brown,  Burr,  Butlw^ 
Jackaon,  Langdon,  Mason,  Robinson,  and  Tazewell. 

Njlts. — Messrs.  Bingham,  Bradford,  Cabot,  EUi- 
vrorth,  Foster,  Frelinghuysen,  Gunn,  Henry,  King,  La- 
timer, Livermore,  Marshall,  Martin,  Paine,  Potts,  Bead, 
Ross,  Rntherfiird,  Strong,  and  TiQunbuU. 

And,  after  progress  in  the  consideration  of  the 
Treaty,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Monday,  June  15. 

John  Vining,  from  the  State  of  Delaware,  at- 
tended. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Treaty,  communicated  by  the  President  of  thb 
United  States,  with  his  Message  of  the  8th .in- 
stant }  and,  after  progress,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

TuEsnAY,  June  16. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratiorf  of  the 
Treaty  communicated  bf  the  Prssidkht  or  tb> 
United  States,  with  his  Message  of  the  8th  in- 
stant; and. 
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On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  refer  the  12th  arti- 
cle to  the  future  discussion  of  the  Senate;  aud, 
after  progress  in  the  consideration  of  the  13di  ar- 
ticle, the  Senate  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  June  17. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Treaty,  communicated  with  the  Message  of  the 
President  op  the  United  States,  of  the  8th  in- 
stant, and  after  discussion  on  the  remaining^ arti- 
cles, a  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that  it  be 

«  Reaohed,  (two-thirda  of  the  Senate  concurring  there- 
in,) That  Uiey  do  oHivnt  to,  and  adviie  the  President  of 
the  United  SUtes,  to  ratify  the  Trea^of  Aml^,  Com- 
meroe,  and  Nav^ation,  between  Hia  Britannic  Majee^ 
and  the  United  Stales  of  America,  condaded  at  Lon- 
don, the  19th  day  of  November,  1794,  on  condition  that 
there  be  added  to  the  nid  Treaty  an  article  whereby  it 
shall  be  agreed  to  sospeud  the  operation  of  m  much  of 
the  ISth  article  a*  respects  the  trade  which  his  said 
Mqeaty  thereby  consents  may  be  carried  on  between 
dtt  United  StiUes  and  his  Idsnds  in  the  West  Indies, 
in  the  manner,  and  on  the  terms  and  conditions  therein 

"  And  the  Senate  recommend  to  the  President,  to 
pHMwed,  without  delay,  to  further  friendly  negotiations 
with  His  Majesty,  on  the  luifject  of  the  said  trade,  and 
of  the  terms  and  conditiii«s  in  question :" 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  that  thu  motion  lie 
fw  consideration,  until  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  Jwm  18. 
The  Senate  assembled ;  and,  on  motion  to  ad- 
joom  until  Monday  next,  it  passed  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  10,  nays  19,  as  follows : 
TsASii — Means.  Bloodworth,  Brown,  Burr,  Butler, 
» Jadeon,  Lanf^m,  Martin,  Mason,  Robinson,  and  Taze- 
welL 

Nazi. — Messrs.  Bingham,  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ells- 
worth, Foster,  Frelinghuysen,  Gunn,  Henry,  King,  La- 
timer, Livermore,- Marshall,  Paine  Potts,  Read,  Rutber- 
ftird.  Strong,  Tmmboll,  and  Vining. 

Whereupon  the  discussion  of  the  12th  article  of 
the  Treaty  was  renewed;  anc^  after  debate,  the 
Senate  a4joumed. 

Friday,  June  19. 

On  moUon. 

Metoived,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  the  reports  of  John  Jay  while  in  the  Office 
of  Foreign  Affiiirs,  the  correspondence  between 
the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  American  Army 
with  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  on  the  subject  of  the  7th 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  with  Great  Britain, 
and  also  Mitchell's  map  of  North  America. 

OrdemL  That  the  Secretary  lay  this  resolution 
before  the  Frbsidbnt  or  the  United  States. 


*        Saturday,  Jane  20. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motioiL  made  on  the  17th,  respecting  the  12th  ar- 
ticle of  the  Treaty  ennmanieated  with  the  Mes- 


sage of  the  Prebidbht  of  tbb  United  Statbs,  at 

the  8th  instant. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
State,  by  order  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  following  documents  requested 
yesterday : 

Three  voluraea  of  the  reports  of  Mr.  Jay,  while 
Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

A  printed  copy  of  the  official  papers  laid  b^ore 
Congress  by  the  Message  of  the  5th  of  December, 
1793,  and  a  translation  of  Mitchell's  map  of  die 
United  States. 


Monday,  June  22. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  trom  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
State,  with  a  "list  of  the  oegroe.^,  to  which  the 
correspondence  between  the  Comma uder-io-Cblef 
of  the  American  Army  and  Sir  Guy  Carleton  re- 
lates ;  which  was  read^  and,  with  the  document 
referred  to,  ordered  to  he  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion,  made  on  the  17th  instant,  on  the  12th  ar- 
ticle of  the  Treaty  communicated  with  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  FRB3IDENT  OF  THE  UnITBD  StATBB,)^ 

the  8th  instant;  and  a  motion  was  made  by  Ms. 
Burr  to  postpone  this  motion,  and  to  agree  to  the 
following  resolution : 

"  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  Trea^,  con- 
cluded at  London  die  19lh  ^Novembor,  1794,  be  post- 
poned, and  mat  it  be  recmnmended  to  die  President  tt 
the  United  States,  to  proceed,  widiout  delay,  to  farther 
Mendly  negotiations  with  His  Britannic  Majesty,  in  or- 
der to  effect  alterations  in  the  said  Treaty,  in  the  foUoW' 
ing  particolars: 

"  That  the  9th,  lOtb,  and  24th  artides,  and  so  mnch 
of  the  36th  as  relates  to  the  shelter  or  reAige  to  be  giren 
to  the  armed  vessels  of  States  or  8oTere^;iis  at  war  with 
either  party,  be  exponged. 

"Sd  aitide.  That  no  privilege  or  right  be  albwed  to 
the  settlers  or  traders  mentioned  in  tlu  Sd  artide,odMT 
than  those  which  are  secured  to  them  1^  the  Treaty  of 
1783,  and  existing  laws. 

*'  3d  article. '  That  the  third  article  be  expunged,  or  be 
so  modified  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  may 
have  the  use  of  all  rivers,  ports,  and  places  within  the 
Territories  of  His  BrUannic  Majesty  in  North  America;, 
in  the  suae  manner  as  his  raljeets  may  have  of  ibtm 
of  the  United  States. 

*'6th  article.  That  the  value  of  the  negroes  and  other 
raoper^  carried  away,  contrazy  to  the  7th  artide  of  As 
Ttea^  of  1783,  and  the  lots  and  damage  tuaUcmtd 
the  United  Statu  by  the  detention  of  the  posts,  be  paM 
for  by  the  British  Govenunent ;  the  amoont  to  be  w- 
certamed  by  the  Commissioners  who  may  be  i|^oiatod 
to  hquidate  the  claims  of  the  British  creditors. 

"  12th  article.  That  what  rdates  to  the  West  Indis 
trade,  and  the  provisos  and  conditions  diereo^  in  dw 
ISth  artid^  be  expunged,  or  be  rendered  mndi  more 
favorsMe  to  the  United  States,  and  without  any  rertraiBt 
on  the  exportation,  in  vessels  of  the  United  States,  flf 
any  articles,  not  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufretmes 
of  the  said  islands  of  His  Britannic  Majesty. 

"16th  article.  That  no  clause  be  admitted  which  may 
restrain  the  United  States  from  reciproGating  benefits 
bydisefimTneling  between  foreign  natwnsin  metr  eom> 
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mercial  arrangements,  or  prevent  them  from  increanng 
Ae  tonnage  or  other  datiea  oirBiitiah  veHda»«i  tern* 
of  recqnod^,  or  in  a  stqnil«£ed  ratio. 

"  Slat  article.  That  the  sntyecti  or  cttitena  of  nther 
pai^,  be  not  reatrained  from  acceirting  conmuMioiu  in 
the  Armj  or  Navy  of  bby  fiueign  Power." 

And.  after  debate,  the  Senate  a^jonrned. 


ToESDAY,  June  23. 

The  Senate  renimed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  22d,  for  the  postponement  of 
the  motion  of  the  17th  instant,  on  the  ISlh  article 

the  Treaty  communicated  with  the  Message  of 
tile  Pbesidbnt  op  tbb  United  States,  of  the  8th 
instant. 

And,  after  debate,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  ODe-fift^  of  the  Senators  present,  it  passed 
ID  the  negative — yeas  10,  nays  20,  as  follows: 

TsAS. — Meean.  Bloodworth,  Brown,  Burr,  Batler, 
iackion,  Langdon,  Martin,  Maiwn,  RolHnaon,  and  Taze* 
weU. 

Nxr». — Messrs.  Bingham,  Bradfiwd,  Cabot,  EUs- 
wonh,  Foster,  Frelinghuysen,  Giinn,  Heniy,  King,  La- 
timer, Livemtore,  Marshall,  Paine,  Potts,  Read,  Roaa, 
RndiMAuKt  StKMBS,  TrombuU,  and  Vining. 


Wednesday,  June  24. 

l^e  SeDate  resumed  the  consideratioD  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  17th  instant,  respecting  the 
I2th  article  of  the  Treaty  communicated  wiui  the 
Menaffeof  the  Pbesident  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  8th  instant;  and 

A  motion  was  made  bv  Mr.  Reau,  aeoonded  by 
Mr.  BaTLER,  to  amend  the  motion  after  the  word 
"  specified,"  as  foUom : 

"  And  also  fat  obtaining  adequate  cetnpensatioD  fbi 
the  Q^Toes,  or  other  proper^  of  the  American  inhabi- 
tants, carried  off  from  the  United  States,  in  violation  of 
the  definitiTe  Trea^  of  Peace  and  Friendship,  between 
hii  said  Majesty  and  the  United  States,  agned  at  Paiia» 
the  3d  day  of  September,  1783 :" 

And,  after  deliberation,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
hoDoraUe  mover  have  leave  lo  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion,  in  order  to  introduce  a  motion  drawn  up  with 
more  consideration  on  the  same  subject.  Where- 
upon, the  motion  was  renewed  by  Mr.  Brown, 
Ncouded  by  Mr.  Jackson  ;  and,  on  the  question 
to  agree  thereto,  it  passed  in  the  negative— yeas 
12,  nays  15,  as  follows: 

Tbas. — Measis.  Bloodworth,  Brown,  Burr,  Butler, 
Jadson,  Langdon,  Marshall,  Martin,  Mason,  Bead, 
Robinson,  and  Tazewell. 

NAis^Messrs.  Bingham,  Bradford,  Cab[>t,  Ella, 
worth,  Foatar,  Freling^uyaen,  Gunn,  King,  Livermore, 
Panie,  Potts,  Ron,  Rathnfhrd,  Strong,  and  Trumbull. 

A  motion  was  made  to  postpone  the  motion  be- 
fore the  Senate,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into 
eonsideratiMi  tike  following  motion,  to  wit : 

"  That  the  Pieddent  of  Oifl  United  States  be  inform- 
ed that  the  Senate  will  not  consent  to  the  ratification 
of  the  Trea^  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and  Navigation,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  His  Britannic  Majas^, 
cwdnded  at  London  on  the  19tii  Novembflr,  1794,  for 
(he  Masons  foRowing : 

"  lak  Because  so  much  of  the  Treaty  as  was  intend- 


ed to  tetmiuate  the  complaints  flowing  from  the  inexe- 
cntitm  of  the  Treaty  of  1783,  contains  rtipnlationa  tfiat 
were  not  rightfully  or  justly  requirable  (rf*  the  United 
States,  and  which  are  both  impolitic  and  imuiMms  to 
their  interests ;  and  becanse  the  Trea^  ham  not  se- 
cured that  satlBlaction  from  the  Biitieh  Government,  for 
the  removal  of  negroes  in  vidation  of  the  Trea^  of 
1783,  to  which  tiie  citizens  of  the  United  States  were 
justly  entitled. 

"  2d.  Because  the  rights  of  individual  States,  are,  by 
the  ninth  article  of  the  Traa^,  unetmstitutKnially  in- 
vaded. 

'*3d.  Becanse,  however  impolitic  or  unjust  it  may 
generally  be  to  exercise  the  power  prohimted  by  toe 
tenth  article,  yet  it  rests  on  Legislative  discretion,  and 
ought  not  to  be  prohibited  by  Treaty. 

"  4tfa.  Because  so  much  of  the  Trea^  a*  relatee  to 
commercial  arrangements  between  the  parties,  wants 
that  reciprod^  upon  which  alone  mck  like  arrange* 
menta  ought  to  be  founded,  and  will  operate  ruinoudy 
to  the  American  commerce  and  navigation. 

"  6th.  Becanse  the  Treaty  prevents  the  United  States 
from  the  exercise  of  that  control  over  their  commerce 
and  navigation,  as  connected  with  other  nations,  whidi 
might  better  the  condition  of  Hheir  intercourse  witii 
friendly  nations." 

"  6th.  Because  the  Treaty  asserts  a  power  in  the 
Preudent  and  Senate,  to  control,  and  even  annihilate 
the  Constttntional  right  of  the  Cot^reas  of  the  United 
States  over  their  commennal  intercourse  with  foreign 
nations. 

"7th.  Because,  if  the  constmetion  of  this  Trea^ 
should  not  produce  an  infraction  of  the  Treaties  now 
subsisting  between  the  United  States  and  their  allies,  it 
is  calculate  to  excite  sensations  vrfaich  may  not  operate 
beneficial^  to  the  United  States. 

"  Notwithstanding  the  Setwte  will  not  consent  to  the 
ratification  of  this  Treaty,  tiwy  advise  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  continne  hia  endeavors^  by  friend- 
ly discuaritMi  wttii  His  Britannic  Majeafy,  to  adjust  aD 
the  real  caoaee  of  complaint  between  the  two  nations 

Whereupon,  on  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  divide 
this  last  motion  as  follows,  to  wit :  "  That  the  mo-. 
tioD  of  the  17th,  now  before  the  Senate,  be  post- 
poned ;"  and  it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  10, 
nays  19,  as  follows : 

YiAS. — Means.  Bloodworth,  Brown,  Burr,  Butier* 
Jackaou,  Langdon,  MaitiniMasMi,  Robinson,  udTai^ 
well. 

NATa^Messrs.  Bingham,  Bradford,  Cabot,  EDa- 
woiti),  Poster,  Frelinghuysen,  Gunn,  King,  Latimer, 
Livermore,  MarahaOt  Paine,  Potts,  Read,  Roiw,  Ruther- 
frird,  Strong,  Trumbull,  and  Vhiing. 

Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made  to  divide  the 
original  motion,  made  on  the  17th  instant,  and 
now  before  the  Senate,  so  as  to  adopt  the  first 
paragraph  thereof,  ending  with  the  word  "  speci- 
fied;" and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  30, 
nays  10,  as  follows : 

YxAS^Messra.  Bingham.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Elb- 
worth,  Foster,  Frelinghoyaen,  Gunn,  Henry,  King,  Lap 
timer,  Livermore,  Marshall,  Paine,  Potts,  Read,  Ross, 
Rutheriurd,  Strong,  Trumboll,  and  Ttnhig. 

NAxs^Mesars.  Bloodworth,  Brown,  Bnrr,  Bntler, 
Jailson,  Langdm,  Martin,  Maaon,RotoiMHi,  and  Taae- 
wdL 

On  motion  to  adopt  the  last  paragraph  of  tiie 


Digitized  by 


859 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Sbmatb.] 


PreceedmgB. 


[Jiiin,l?K. 


On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  refer  the  12tb  arti- 
cle to  the  future  disGUssioD  of  the  Senate ;  and, 
aher  progress  in  the  consideration  of  the  13th  ar- 
tide,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Wednesdav,  June  17. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Treaty,  communicated  with  the  Message  of  the 
pRBSinENT  OP  THE  UNITED  Statbb,  of  the  8th  in- 
stant, and  after  discussion  on  the  remaining  arti- 
cles, a  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that  it  be 

"  Resohtd,  (two-thiids  of  the  Senate  conciUTing  there- 
in,) That  they  do  eonwnt  tOtandadrisethePreiMentof 
die  United  Stat«fl,  to  ratify  the  Tretty  of  Axeity,  Com- 
merce, and  Navigation,  between  His  Britannic  Majee^ 
and  the  United  States  of  Americm,  concluded  at  Lon- 
don, the  19th  day  ofNoTember,  17M,  on  cimdition  that 
there  be  added  to  the  said  Trea^  an  oitide  whereby  it 
ahall  be  agreed  to  mipend  the  operation  of  so  much  of 
the  12th  article  as  reflects  the  trade  which  hii  said 
M^}Mty  therebj  eoDMiila  maj  be  canned  mi  between 
Ab  UnUed  States  and  his  Islands  in  the  West  Indies, 
{ft  the  manner,  and  on  Uw  terms  and  conditions  therein 
specified. 

"  And  the  Senate  recommend  to  the  President,  to 
paroceed,  without  delay,  to  farther  friendly  negotiatiotu 
with  His  Majes^,  on  Uie  anbject  of  the  said  trade,  and 
of  the  terms  and  conditioiui  in  question :" 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  that  this  motion  lie 
for  considenUion,  until  to-monow. 

TBtmsDAY,  June  18. 

The  Senate  assembled ;  and,  on  motion  to  ad- 
journ until  Monday  next,  it  passed  in  the  nega- 
tive— jreas  10,  nays  19,  as  follows: 

TiAa<— Messrs.  Bloodwcwtht  Biown,  Bnir,  Butler, 
.  Jackson,  Langdon,  Martin,  Mason,  Robinson,  and  Taze- 
weU. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bingham,  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ells- 
worth, Foster,  Frelingbuysen,  Gunn,  Heniy,  King,  La* 
Imer,  Livennore, -Marshall,  Paine  Potts,  Read,  Rather- 
ford.  Strong,  Trumbull,  and  Vining. 

Whereu|>OD  the  discussion  of  the  12th  article  of 
the  Treat|^  was  renewed;  and,  aiter  debate,  the 
Senate  ac^ouraed. 


Fbidat,  June  19. 
On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  PRsaiDENT  or  tbb  Uniteo 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  the  reports  of  John  Jay  while  in  the  Office 
of  Foreign  Afiairs,  the  correspoodeoce  between 
the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  American  Army 
with  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  on  the  subject  of  the  7tn 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  with  Qrear  Britain, 
and  also  Mitchell's  map  of  North  America. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lay  this  resolution 
befoie  die  Prbbidbnt  or  tbb  ITnitbd  States. 


*        Satdbdat,  June  20. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion,  made  on  the  17th,  respecting  the  12th  ar- 
ticle of  the  Treaty  eaamtuueated  with  tiie  Mes- 


sage of  the  Prbsidbbtof  tbb  Umitsd  Statu,  of 

the  8tb  iastant. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  i 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
State,  by  order  of  the  President  op  the  Ukitm 
States,  with  the  following  documeots  requested 
yesterday : 

Three  rotumes  of  the  reports  of  Mr.  Jay,  while 
Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

A  printed  copy  of  the  offioial  papers  laid  befcrf 
Congress  by  the  Message  of  the  3th  of  Deeembo, 
1793,  and  a  trandationc^  Mitchell's  map  <rf  die 
United  States. 

Monday,  June  22. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  t 
Letter  Irom  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
State,  with  a  "  list  of  the  negroe.-*,  to  which  the 
correspondence  between  the  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  American  Army  and  Sir  Guy  Carleton  re- 
lates ;  which  was  read,  and,  with  the  documeat 
referred  to,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratitm  of  the 
motion,  made  on  the  17th  instant,  on  the  12diu^ 
tide  of  the  Treaty  communicated  with  the 
sage  of  the  Presidbht  ofthb  UNrrSD  Statis,^ 
the  Bth  instant }  and  a  motion  was  made  bjr  )fa< 
Burr  to  postpone  this  motion,  and  to  agree  to  uie 
following  resolution : 

"That  the  filzflier  ctmnderation  of  ttw Tm^, «» 
eluded  at  London  the  19th  of  November,  ITMj  be  pa* 
poned,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Preset " 
the  United  Sutes,  to  proceed,  without  delay,  to  fortbcr 
friendly  negotiations  with  His  Britannic  Majes^.inv- 
der  to  effect  alterations  in  the  said  Treaty,  in  the 
ing  particulars: 

"That  the  9th,  lOfli,  and  S4th  articles,  and  so 
of  dke  SMi  Bsnlates  tothe  shdter  or  rsfitfe  tobe 
to  the  aimed  Teasels  of  States  or  SorerdgDsatwar  «» 
either  par^,  be  expunged. 

"  3d  article.  That  no  priyilega  or  right  be  ■J'''™'^ 
the  settlers  or  traders  mentioiied  in  the  Sd  aitK^t  c*''^ 
than  those  which  are  secured  to  them  by  the  ^cstj  " 
1783,  and  existing  laws.  . 

"  8d  article.  That  the  thud  article  be  expUDgedi"  " 
•0  modified  that  the  dttxens  of  the  United  StatM  mtf 
have  the  use  of  a//  rivers,  ports,  and  places  wiUimW 
Tfliritnries  irf'His  Britannic  MajM^  in  Noidi^j**^ 
in  the  same  manner  as  his  sntjects  may  hate  «  tH« 
rfOw  United  Stales. 

"flth  article.  That  the  vafaie  (rf*  the  negroes  sod  <»* 
wopcrty  carried  away,  contrary  to  the  7lh  article  of* 
Treaty  of  1783,  and  the  lot»  €md  damurt  tU*^'^ 
the  tMited  States  by  the  detention  of  the  poif, 
ftw  by  the  British  GovNtntnoit;  the  amoont  tow*| 
certained  by  tiie  CwunisMHMniriw  Bi^  be  ^r*""* 
to  liquidate  the  dums  of  the  British  aeditofs. 

"  ISth  article.  That  what  (dates  to  the  West  lii« 
trade,  and  the  provisos  and  oonditione  dicreo^  'i' 
12th  article,  be  expunged,  or  be  rendered  n»iifflj|»r 
favorable  to  the  United  Sti^  and  '^™'"y,?l°lf!rrf 
on  the  exportation,  in  vessels  of  die  United 
any  artides,  not  the  growth,  produce,  or  msnnfcw"" 
of  the  said  islands  <rfHts  Britannic  Majesty.     .  ^ 

"  16th  artide.  That  no  danse  be  sotted  wlu^ 
ivstmm  ths  Unfted  StatM  ftoni  iwW(stii« 
by  disrriiiiiiistmg  between  fcwMgnBalw-aiia<W*«^ 
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mercia]  amngnnents,  or  prevent  them  from  'mcnamng 
the  tonnage  or  other  dntie*  on  BritidL  vesMls,  on  terms 
of  reciprocity,  or  in  a  rtipoUted  ratio. 

"SlHt  artide.  That  the  mbjecta  or  citiMna  of  eiHtm 
pmi^t  be  not  reatruned  from  aoc^ing  tmuaaauoDM  in 
At  Axny  at  Navy  of  any  foreign  Fowar.** 

And.  after  debate,  the  Senate  a^jonmed. 


TnEBDAY,  June  23. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  22d,  for  the  postpoDement  of 
the  motion  of  the  17th  instant,  on  the  12th  article 
of  the  Treaty  communicated  with  the  Message  of 
the  PREaiDENT  OF  THE  United  States,  of  the  8th 
instant. 

And,  after  debate^  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  one^t'  of  the  Senators  present,  it  passed 
in  the  negative — yeas  10,  nays  SO,  as  follows: 

Tbab. — Meanra.  Blood  worth,  Brown,  Burr,  Butler, 
Jadcaon*  Langdon,  Manin,  Mason,  Robinson,  and  Taze- 
weU. 

— Measrs.  Bingham,  Bradfbrd,  Cabot,  Ells- 
worth, Foster,  Frelinghuyaen,  Gunn,  Heniy,  Kingt  La- 
timer, LiTemore,  ManhaU,  Paine,  Potto,  Read,  Roaa, 
Rntherfrml,  Strong,  TnunbuU,  and  Vining. 


Wednbsoay,  June  24. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  17th  instant,  respecting  the 
12th  article  of  the  Treaty  communicated  wiui  the 
Message  of  the  Frbsidentop  the  United  States, 
of  the  8th  instant ;  and 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Read,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Butler,  to  amend  ue  motion  after  the  word 
"  specified,"  as  follows : 

"  And  also  for  obtaining  adequate  oompensation  for 
tbe.negroea,  or  other  proper^  of  the  Amnkan  mhaln- 
tanti,  earned  from  the  United  States,  in  violation  of 
the  definUiTfl  Trea^  of  Peace  and  Friendship,  between 
bu  said  X^estr  and  the  United  States,  signed  at  Paris, 
dw  8d  day  of  September,  17B8 

And,  after  deliberation,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
honoraUe  morer  hare  leare  to  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion, in  order  to  introduceamotion  drawn  up  with 
more  consideration  on  the  same  subject.  Where- 
upon, the  motion  was  renewed  by  Mr.  Brown, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Jackbon  ;  and,  on  the  question 
to  agree  thereto,  it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas 
12,  nays  15,  as  follows : 

Ykas.^ — Messrs.  Bloodworth,  Brown,  Buir,  Butteif, 
Jmckaon,  Langdon,  Marshall,  Martin,  Mason,  Read, 
Robinaon,  and  Tazewell. 

Nats. — Menrs.  Bingham,  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ells- 
worth, Foster,  Frelinghuyaen,  Gunn,  King,  Livermore, 
Paine,  Potts,  Rosa,  Rutherfiird,  Strong,  and  Trumbull. 

A  motion  was  made  to  postjione  the  motion  be- 
fore the  Senate,  for  the  porpose  of  taking  into 
ecHisideration  the  following  motion,  to  wit : 

"  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  inform- 
ed that  the  Senate  will  not  consent  to  the  ratification 
of  the  IWtjirf' Amity,  Commeiee,  and  Navigation,  be- 
tween flu  United  States  and  His  Britannic  M^eaty, 
conelnded  at  London  on  the  19th  November,  1794,  for 
the  teasone  fonovring : 

*  let.  Because  so  much  of  the  Treaty  as  was  intend- 


ed to  terminate  the  complaints  flowing  frttm  the  ineze- 
cution  (rf'  the  Treaty  of  1783,  contains  rtipulations  that 
were  not  rigldfuUy  or  justly  requinible  of  the  United 
States,  and  which  are  both  impolitic  and  injurious  to 
their  iuteiests ;  and  beeanae  Um  Trea^  haut  not  e^ 
cured  that  aatis&ction  fiom  the  BiitidiGovemnMttt,fin' 
the  removal  of  nccKX*  hi  vitriation  of  the  Trea^  of 
1783,  to  which  the  dtiiens  of  the  United  States  were 
justly  entitled. 

"  2d.  Because  the  rights  of  individual  Stales,  are,  by 
the  ninth  article  of  the  Trea^,  unconstitutionally  in- 
vaded. 

"  3d.  Because,  however  impolitic  or  unjust  it  may 
generally  be  to  exercise  Ae  power  prdiilrited  hj  ue 
tenth  artide,  yet  it  rests  on  Legidative  discratioB,  and 
ought  not  to  be  ptohfliited  by  TreaU'. 

"  4th.  Because  so  much  of  the  Treaty  as  relates  to 
commercial  arrangements  between  the  parties,  wanto 
that  redpTocity  upon  which  alone  such  like  arrange- 
ments ought  to  be  founded,  and  wilt  operate  ruinously 
to  the  American  conuuerce  and  navigation. 

"  fith.  Because  the  Treaty  prevenU  the  United  States 
from  the  exercise  of  that  control  over  their  commerce 
and  navigation,  as  eoiuiected  with  other  nations,  whidt 
might  better  the  oondttton  oC  tiwb  intercourse  with 
friendly  nations." 

"  6th.  Because  the  Treaty  asserts  a  power  in  the 
President  and  Senate,  to  control,  and  even  annihilate 
the  Constitutional  rij^t  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  over  their  commennal  inteieonrse  witii  fcragn 
nations. 

"Tth.  Because,  if  the  constraction  of  this  TreaQr 
should  not  produce  an  infraetiai  of  the  Treaties  now 
eubdsting  between  the  United  States  uid  thdr  allies,  it 
u  calculated  to  exdte  sensatHHWiriuch  nu^notc^siate 

beneficially  to  the  United  States. 

"  Notwithstanding  the  Senate  wiU  not  content  to  the 
ratification  of  this  Treaty,  they  advise  the  President  (rf* 
the  United  States  to  continue  his  endeavors,  by  friend- 
ly discusdon  with  His  BritamucM^esty,  to  adjust  all 
Uke  real  causes  of  complaint  between  the  two  natioits :" 

Whereupon,  on  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  divide 
this  last  motion  as  follows,  to  wit :  ^  That  the  mo-, 
tion  of  the  17th,  now  before  the  Senate,  be  post- 
poned and  it  passed  in  the  ne^tiTe— yeas  10, 
nays  19,  as  follows : 

Ybas. — Messrs.  Bloodworth,  Brown,  Burr,  Butler, 
Jackson,  Langdon,  Martin,  Mason,  Robinson,  and  Taze- 
weU. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bmgham,  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ells- 
wrath,  Foster,  Frelinghuyaen,  Gunn,  King,  Latimer, 
Livermore,  Mardisll,  Fame,  Potts,  Read,  Ross,  Rutiier- 
;  frtrd.  Strong,  Trumbull,  and  Vintng. 

Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made  to  divide  the 
original  motion,  made  on  the  17th  instant,  and 
now  before  the  Senate,  so  as  to  adopt  the  first 
paragraph  thereof,  ending  with  the  word  "  specir 
fied;"  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  20, 
nays  10,  as  ftwows: 

YtAB^MesKs.  Bingham,  Bradfind,  Cabot,  Ells- 
worth, Poster,  Prehngfaaysen,  Otmn,  Hem;,  King,  Lap 
timer,  Livermore,  ManhaU,  Paine,  Potts,  Read,  Rosa, 
Rntherfiml,  Strong,  Trumbull,  and  Vining. 

NATS^MewTB.  Bloodworth,  Brown,  Burr,  Butiar, 
Jackson,  Langdon,  Martin,  Mason,  Robinson,  and  Tase- 
weU. 

On  motion  to  adopt  the  last  paragraph  of  the 
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said  original  motion,  it  passed  in  the  affirmatiTe— 
as  follows:  ^ 

YxAB.— Mewn.  Bingham.  Bloodworth,  Bridfoid, 
Brown,  Burr,  BnUer,  Cabot,  Elbworth,  Foster,  Fre- 
liaghiuen,  Gunn,  Henry,  Jw^aon,  King,  Langd(m,  La- 
timer, Lirermore,  Marshall,  Maitin,  Maaon,  Paine, 
Fotta,  R«ad>  Robinmn,  Row,  Rntfawfiud,  Stoong,  Taae- 
mll,  TnimbuU,  and  Viniog. 

So  this  para^ai^i  was  nnanimooaly  agreed  to ; 

and  it  was 

Resolved,  (two-thirds  of  the  Senate  concurring 
tlwcein,)  That  they  do  consent  to,  and  advise  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  rati^  the  Treaty 
of  Amity,  Commerce,  andNavigation,between  His 
Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United-States  of  Ameri- 
ca, concluded  at  London,  the  19tfa  day  of  Norem- 
ber,  1794,  on  condition  that  there  he  added  to  the 
said  Treaty  an  article,  whereby  it  shall  be  agreed 
to  suspend  the  operation  of  so  much  of  the  12th 
article,  as  respects  the  trade  which  his  said  Ma- 
jesty thereby  consents  may  be  carried  on,  between 
the  United  States  and  his  islands  in  the  West  In- 
dies, in  the  manner,  and  on  ihe  terms  and  condi- 
tions therein  specified. 

And  the  Senate  recommend  to  the  PaEsmENT 
to  woceed,  without  delay,  to  further  friendly  ne- 
gotiations with  His  Majesty,  on  the  eohjectof  the 
said  trade,  and  of  the  terms  ud  eonditiona  in 
question. 

Ordered,  That  the  Searetadry  lay  the  resolution 
bdbre  the  PRBsiDairr  op  the  unitbd  States. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ckrmf,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Reau,  as  fn^ows :  * 

"  Whereas  it  is  alleged  by  divers  Ajuerica  citixens,  that 
negroes,  and  other  property,  to  a  considerable  amount, 
were  carried  away  in  contraTention  of  the  seventh  atti* 
ole  of  the  Trea^  of  Peace  between  the  United  States 
and  Hie  Britannic  Mqea^ : 

**  JIoo/m^  That  the  Senate  recommend  to  the  Pre- 
odent  of  the  United  States,  to  renew,  by  friendly  nego- 
tiatisn  with  his  said  Majesty,  the  claims  of  the  Ameri- 
can citizens,  to  compensation  for  the  negroes  and  other 
property,  so  alleged  to  have  been  carried  away ;  and  in 
case  the  disagreement  that  has  hitherto  ezistad,  relative 
to  the  conatmction  in  this  behalf  of  the  said  article, 
cannot,  be  removed  by  candid  and  amicable  discuawms, 
that  it  be  proposed,  as  a  measare  calculated  to  cherish 
and  confirm  the  good  undentending  and  friendship 
which  it.i8  dewed  may  prevail  between  the  two  ooun- 
triea,  that  Commisnonera  be  appointed,  in  the  maimer 
directed  by  the  sixth  article  m  the  Treaty  of  Amity, 
Commerce,  and  Navigation,  lately  concluded  between 
the  United  States  and  his  said  Majesty,  with  authority  to 
ascertain  and  decide,  as  well  the  interpretation  of  the 
aud  seventh  article  in  this  inspect,  as  likewise  the 
amonnt  of  the  Iosbm  nutained  1^  the  alleged  vitdation 
of  the  same. 

"  Bat  die  Senate  an  of  i^nuon  tint  the  negotiation 
an  this  aolsect  sheuld  he  difonct  fino,  and  aubaeqnent 
to  tiiat  leeonuneodod  bj  their  act  irf  the  Mth  instaat, 
raqpaetiog  the  trade  and  interocniise  between  the  United 
Statea  and  hie  sud  MlV«iQ'*s islanda  in  Ae  Weatls- 


Thob. 


And,  after  d^Mte,  it  was  agreed  that  tUis  mo- 
tion lie  until  to-morrow  for  coonderation. 


mY,  June  25. 

1  OP  Ti 

The  motion  made  by ,  ww^  as  last  zeeitai 

and  yesterday  referred  ifcid  t«>  ay  for  rn»iiiJm- 
lion,  was  resumed.         "^of ' 

On  motion  to  diTide  thitoBi'  «m  to  a^w 
to  all  that  is  contained  from'oc"e'?«i  -T£**naB#," 
to  the  word  "wme,"  at  the  end  of  the  first  pm- 
graph  of  the  resolution  inclusive,  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  27,  nay  I,  as  follows : 

Ybas.— Meaan.  Bingham.  BloodworOi,  Bx«dftnl. 
Brown,  Burr,  BnUra,  Cabot,  SUsworth,  Foater,  Ffffinc- 
huvsen,  Gunn,  Jaokaon,  King,  Langdon,  Latimei^ 
Uvermore,  Marshall,  Martiii,  Paine,  Potts,  Bead,  Rotn- 
son,  Rosa,  Rutbertiud,  Sbceng,  TrumbuU.  and  TiniBg. 
Mr.  Tazewell  voted  in  the  negative. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Jacksoh,  to  amend 
the  latt  paragraph  of  the  motioq  under  the  coor 
sideration  of  die  Senate,  to  wit: 

*<  But  tibiB  Senate  are  of  opbuim  that  tbe  negc4i*.tioo 
on  tlua  subject  should  be  distinct  from,  aad  sabMqacal 
to  that  recommended  by  their  act  of  the  24th  instut, 
respecting  the  tnide  and  intercourse  between  die  United 
States  and  his  said  Majesty's  iriuids  in  the  Weat  In- 
dies," to  be  read  as  fellows  : 

•<  And  the  Senate  are  of  opinion  that  the  uego^atia 
on  tiua  aalnect,  be  conaidered  as  part  of  the  negolialioB 
reoommended  1^  tiidi  act  of  the  SMi  inirtant,  reject- 
zng  the  trade  aud  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  bia  said  Msoesty'a  ialanda  in  the  Weat  ludiea." 

Whereupon,  an  amendment,  after  division  «f  a 
motion,  was  objected  to  as  not  being  in  order,  ao^ 
on  appeal  to  the  Pbbsident,  it  was  by  him  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative ;  and,  on  the  question  to 
agree  to  the  amendment  proposed,  it  parsed  in  the 
negative — yeas  11,  nays  17,  as  follows: 

TiAS.— Mesera.  Meedworth,  Brown,  Bnrr,  Bstkt* 
Jackson,  Langdon,  MairiiaD,  Martiii,  Maaon,  RoMmont 
and  Taiewell. 

N^TS^Messrs.  Bingham,  Bradfind,  Cabot,  BOs- 
worth,  Foster,  Ounn,  K^g,  Latimer,  Livemkore,  I^dne, 
Potts,  RcAd,  Rose,  Rutheilhid,  Strang,  Tnimbdl,  and 
Vining. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  last  clause  of 
the  original  motion,  to  wit: 

"  But  the  Senate  are  of  opinion  that  the  negotiation 
on  this  subject  should  be  distinct  from,  and  subsequent  la 
that  recommended  by  their  act  of  the  S4th  instant,  re- 
specting the  trade  and  interoouise  between  the  Uaitsd 
States  and  his  said  Majea^'s  ietends  in  die  Weal  b> 
dies:" 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  required  1^  one-fifth  of 
the  Senators  present — 

Hiose  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are — Ueato. 
Bhigham,  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster,  FreliDC- 
huyaen,  Gunn,  King,  Latimer,  Liverratne,  Paine,  Fotu, 
RmA,  Roaa,  Rndieffhrd,  Strong,  Trumbull,  and  Viaag • 
Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are— Mean*.  Bloed> 
wordi,  Brawn,  Bnrr,  BuUer,  Jackaon,  Langdon,  Ms^ 
shall,  Martin,  Masco,  Robinson,  and  TaaewelL 

Ye«8  18,  nays  11.  So  the  question  was  lost, 
there  not  being  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present 
in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Butlbr,  seconded  by  Hr. 
FRELiNGBtrTBEiij  to  recousuler  this  last  quesUoa, 
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The  yeas  and  nays  were  requrred  by  one-fifth 
of  the  Senators  present — 

ThoM  who  voted  in  the  affirmatiTe,  are — Meosrs- 
Bhigham,  Bradfind,  Bntler,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster 
Fre&i^ayBen,  Gonn,  King,  Latimer,  Lirennore,  Paine, 
Patts,  Raid,  Bon,  Ratberfbid,  Strong.  TrambuU,  and 
Vtabig. 

TboM  who  voted  m  tha  negative,  an — llfl«n.  Blood- 
worth,  Bnmii,  Bur,  JadOMm,  Langdan,  Maraballt  Mar- 
tSn,  Maam,  Robinson,  amd  TaxewelL 

Yeas  IB,  navs  10.  So  the  qnestion  of  reeon- 
aidmtioa  was  lost,  there  not  bein^  two-thirtb  of 
the  Senators  present  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Ruthbrfdbd,  for  the  que»- 
tioa  on  the  rescuution  as  amended,  to  wit : 

**  Whema,  it  is  alleged  by  divon  American  citiien% 
that  negroes  and  other  property,  to  a  considerable 
amount,  were  carried  away  in  contravantion  of  the  7th 
artideof  the  Trea^  of  Peaee  between  the  United  States 
and  His  Britannic  M^es^ : 

**  Retolved,  That  the  Senate  recommend  to  the  Pre- 
sident of  Am  United  States  to  renew  by  fiimdly  nego- 
liatios  with  hk  aald  Ma}Mty>  Am  daims  of  ^  Ameri- 
can dtiieus  to  eompeosatioB  fiw  the  aegioaa  and  other 
fnopet^  so  aUeged  to  have  been  carried  away ;  and  in 
MSB  the  disagreement,  ttat  has  hitherto  existed  relative 
to  the  eonalmetiai  in  this  bdialf  of  the  said  article, 
cannot  be  removed  by  candid  and  amicable  diacossions, 
that  it  be  proposed,  aa  a  measure  calculated  to  cherisb 
and  confirm  the  good  anderatanding  and  friendship 
which  it  is  desired  may  prevail  twtween  the  two  coun- 
tries, that  Commiseioners  be  appointed  in  the  manner 
directed  liy  the  6th  article  <tf  the  Treaty  of  Amify,  Com- 
and  Navigation  latehr  eondoded  between  the 
United  States  and  his  said  MMeaty.  with  'authori^  to 
ascertain  and  decide,  aa  wdl  the  interpretation  of  Uie 
said  7th  utide,  in  tiib  respect,  as  likewiie  the  amoant 
of  the  loaaei  aualdned  Iff  the  alleged  viiriaticm  of  the 
aame." 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeaa  1'^  nays  15,  as 

f<^ows: 

Taaa^Meaars.  Btoodwordi,  Brown,  Buder»  Bm*, 
Onn,  Jadaon,  Langdon,  Marehall,  Martin,  Maaon, 
Nne,  Bead,  Robitvon,  and  Tazewell. 

NATS^Messrs.  Bingham,  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ells- 
vrorth,  Poster,  Frdinghuyaen,  King,  Latimer,  Liver- 
more,  Potts,  Rosa,  Ruthnfiird,  Stnnig,  Tmmball,  and 
Vining. 

The  foUowing  Messages  were  received  from  Uie 
PaBaiDBNT  OP  THE  Unitbd  Statbb  : 

GmtUmm^tb^  SeitaUt 

It  hw  been  reproaented  by  our  Minister  Plenqwten- 
tiaiy,  near  the  Fiencb  Republic,  that  sudi  of  our  com- 
Dteraal  relationa  with  France  as  may  require  the  sup- 
port of  the  United  States,  in  detail,  cannot  be  well 
executed  without  a  Consul  General.  Of  this  I  am  sat- 
isfied, when  I  consider  the  extent  of  the  mercantile 
daims  now  depending  before  the  French  Govemment ; 
the  necessity  of  bringing  into  the  handa  of  one  agent 
tiie  various  appUcations  to  the  several  Committees  of 
Administration,  residing  at  Pans ;  tiie  attration  whidi 
meat  be  paid  to  the  conduct  of  Consuls  and  Vice-Con- 
■ob ;  and  the  nature  of  the  services  which  are  the  pe- 
evfiar  objects  of  a  Minister's  care,  and  leave  no  leisure 
for  his  intervention  in  business  to  which  Consular 
fiuMtiims  are  oompetent  I  therefore  noainate 


Puhvar  Skipwitii,  to  be  Conml  General  of  ttw  Uidtefl 
Statee,  in  France. 

I  also  nominate  John  Kdty,  of  Maryland,  to  be  In- 
spector of  the  Revenue  for  Survey  No.  1,  in  the  Bia- 
trict  of  Maiyland. 

^^nUiam  NicholB,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  Marshal  of 
and  fbr  the  Pennsylvania  District,  vice  David  Lenox, 
resigned. 

John  Davis,  of  Phrmonth,  in  Massachusetts,  to  be 
Comptroller  of  the  Iwasniy  of  the  United  States,  vice 
Jonathan  Jackson  declined. 

John  Stockton,  to  be  Commissioner  of  Loans  for  the 
State     Delaware,  vice  Jamee  Tilton  reaped. 

Dudley  At^ias  Tyng,  of  Kbsaachnaetta,  to  be  Cd- 
lectw  fin  the  District  ot  Newburyport,  vice  Edwud 
Wiggteaworth,  superseded ;  and 

George  Foster,  to  be  Collector  for  the  pistrict  of  Sun- 
bury,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  vice  James  James,  who 
was  appointed  by  the  name  of  John  Jamea,  in  Febru- 
ary last,  and  who  has  declined. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UiTiTxD  States,  June  S5,  1795. 

Gentltmm  of  the  Stnate; 

Just  at  the  ck>ae  of  the  last  aesaion  of  Coi^ress,  I 
recdved  from  one  of  the  Senators  and  one  of  the  Re- 
presentativea  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  an  ^plication  for 
a  Trea^  to  be  held  with  the  tribes  or  nations  of  Indiuis 
daiming  the  right  of  sdl  to  certain  lands  lying  beyond 
the  ivesent  temporary  honndaiy  line  of  that  State,  and 
which  were  described  in  an  Act  of  the  Legishtinw  ot 
Georgia,  passed  on  the  S8di  of  December  last,  whidi 
has  already  been  laid  before  the  Senate,  lliis  aj^hoe- 
tion,  and  the  subsequent  correspondence  widi  the  Go- 
vernor of  Georgia,  are  herewith  transmitted.  The  sub- 
ject being  very  important,  I  thought  proper  to  postpone 
a  decision  upon  that  epphcation.  The  views  I  nave 
snce  taken  of  the  matter,  vrith  the  informatien  recdved 
of  a  aunre  padflc  diapodlini  cm  the  part  of  the  CreAa, 
have  indneed  me  now  to  accede  to  Ae  leqnest:  but 
with  this  exididt  declaration  :  That  ndther  my  aaaent. 
nor  the  Trea^  which  may  be  made,  shall  be  considered 
as  afiecting  any  question  which  may  arise  upon  the 
supplementary  Act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  on  the  7tii  of  January  last,  upon 
which  inquhies  have  been  institated,  in  pntsuanee  of 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaeota- 
tives;  and  that  any  rassion  or  leUnqniahmentof  tfke 
Indian  daims  diall  be  made  in  du  ganerd  terms  of  the 
Treaty  of  New  Yorit,  which  are  contemplated  as  the 
form  proper  to  be  generally  used  on  such  occasiona ;  and 
on  the  condition  that  one-half  of  the  expense  (NT  the 
supplies  of  provisions  for  the  Indians  assemUed  at  the 
Treaty,  be  borne  by  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Having  conduded  to  hold  the  Trea^  requested  by 
that  State,  I  was  willing  to  embrace  the  opportuni^  it 
would  present,  ti€  inquiring  into  the  causes  of  the  dis- 
ealMuitien  «f  the  Gnd»  wUdi  hae  be«i  mnfiested, 
nnce  the  Treaty  of  New  York,  by  tbehr  numerous  and 
(Hstresdng  depredations  on  our  Southwestern  frontiers. 
Their  depredations  on  the  Cumberland  have  been  so 
frequent,  and  ao  peculiarly  destructive,  as  to  lead  me  to 
think  they  must  originate  in  some  claim  to  the  laada 
upon  that  river.  But  whatever  may  have  been  the 
cause,  it  is  important  to  traee  it  to  its  source ;  for,  in- 
dep«ident  of  dte  destruction  of  lives  snd  pn^Mrty,  it 
occasions  a  veiy  serious  annad  expense  to  Uw  Umted 
States.  The  Commissionen  for  holding  the  pn^iosed 
Ttt»3c3,  wiU,  therefore,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
cansM  of  dM  hoetiltttes  to  whidi  I  have  refoned,  and  to 
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enter  into  iuch  leMonaUe  it^piilatioBji  u  will  remove 
them,  and  give  pennuient  peace  to  those  parts  of  llie 
United  Stirtes. 

I  now  nominate  Benjamin  Hawkins,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, George  Clymer,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Andrew 
Pickens,  of  South  Carolina,  to  be  Commisnonen  to 
hold  aTiea^  with  the  Credc  nation  of  Indians,  for  the 
puipoaes  hoein  Iwfere  expressed. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Uhitxd  Stj,tkb,  Jwie  S&,  17dS. 

The  Messages  and  papers  therein  referred  toi 
were  severally  read  and  ordered  to  lie  until  to- 
morrow for  consideration. 

A  motion  was  made  bjr  Mr.  Bobh,  seconded  by 

Mr.  LiVEBHORE, 

"  That  the  resolution  of  the  8th  instant,  enjoining 
secrecy  upon  the  Senators,  with  regard  to  Ute  commu- 
nications on  diat  day  made  li^  the  President,  be  re- 
sdnded ;  hot  ttiat  it  be  nevertheless  enjoined  upon  the 
SMiatai  not  to  antlunixe  or  dlow  any  publication  in 
print,  of  the  said  communication,  at  any  article  thowf^' 

Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ei.l8- 
WORTH,  to  postpone  the  motion  before  the  Senate, 
in  order  to  introduce  the  following  motion : 

"  That,  until  the  Treaty  yeaterday  before  the  Senate 
shall  be  ratified,  it  should  be  left  soldy  to  the  duMntini 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  what  publication, 
if  any,  shall  be  made  of  the  same 

And  it  passed  in  the  negative.  « 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  original  mo- 
tion, by  striking  out  all  that  succeeds  the  word 
"'  resciudcd and  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  original 
motion,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  King,  seconded  by  Mr.  Ca- 
fioT,  to  reconsider  the  motion  last  adopted,  it  pass- 
ed in  the  affirmative.  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  forthwith  notify 
the  absent  Senators  of  the  above  vote  of  reconsid- 
eration. 

Friday,  June  26. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Message  oi  the  Prebident  op  the  United 
States,  of  the  25th  instant,  and  the  nominations 
therein  contained,  of  Ful war  Skipwith  and  others. 

Restdved^  That  the  Senate  advise  and  consent 
to  the  appomtments,  agreeably  to  the  nominations 
respectively. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lay  this  resolution 
before  the  PREsinENT  of  thb  United  States. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Livebmobb,  seconded  by  Mr. 
BiTTLBB,  that  it  be 

"  XesojvM^  That  the  i^junetiim  of  seerecj  aonoam- 
inf  fbs  cemninniBatiwM  made  1^  die  BrssMent  cd*  dw 
Untied  States,  im  Ae  tth  itf  June,  instant,  be  re* 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Read,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Foster,  to  postpone  this  motion;  and  it  pass- 
ed in  the  negative. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Read,  to  amend  the  original 
motion  by  adding  these  words : 


"  But  tibat  it  be  nevndidesa  enjoined  i9onlhe8ni> 
tors  not  to  audkorize  or  albw  any  copy  of  the  sud  on- 

munication,  or  of  any  article  thereof;" 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  14,  nays  ft 
as  follows : 

YxAs.~Me«rs.  Bingham,  Bimdfiml.  CabM,  Eli- 
worth,  Foster,  Gunn,  King,  Latimer,  ManhsH,  tm, 
Read,  Ross,  Strong,  and  TrombolL 

NATs^Messrs.  Bloodwordi,  Bfown,  Bmr,  Bsdn 
Jackson,  Langdon,  Livermim,  Martint  Mason,  Fue. 
Robinson,  and  Tazeweh. 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motkav 
amended,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeu  IS, 
nays  9,  as  follows: 

Ykas. — Messrs.  Bingham,  Bloodworth,  BndM 
Brown,  Cabot,  EQswordi,  Porter,  Gono,  Kbg,  Liti- 
mer,  Livermcne,  MardiaU,  Paine,  Potts,  Besd,  Rw 
8troI^f ,  and  Trumbull. 

NATs^^Messrs.  Burr,  Butler,  Jackson,  LufiM* 
Martin,  Mason,  Rotdnsoo,  Rutherftard,  and  l^onrd). 

So  it  was  Seeolved,  That  theii^anetiooof  »■ 
crecy  concerning  the  commvnioatums  mde  «f 
the  PKBainBMT  op  the  Uhitbb  States,  « w 
8th  of  June,  insbmt,  be  rescinded ;  bnt  that  iibt 
nevertheless,  enjoined  upon  the  Senators  nolB 
authorize  or  allow  any  copy  of  the  said  comm- 
nicatioa,  or  of  any  article  tnereof.  , 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  cwisideratioD « 
the  Message  of  the  Fbesidbnt  of  the  Unitct 
States,  of  the  25th  instantj  and  the  nomiMCMB 
therein  contained,  of  Benjamin  Hawkins,  m 
others ;  and  . 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  Senate  do  «- 
vise  and  consent  to  the  appointments,  agieeuf 
to  the  nominations,  respectively. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretar/lay  this  resolution 
before  the  President  of  the  United  Statw. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cabot  andMr.  Bbowh,  ww 

on  the  PPBBIDEHT  OF  THE  UMrTBD  STA-TOft  «M 

acquaint  him  that  the  Senate  have  flauhed  tne 
business  before  them,  and  ue  ready  «»  ^fi^- 
unless  he  may  bare  any  fiirther  comnan*"'"' 

to  make. 

Mr.  Cabot  reported  that  thePBEBiPEKTorW 
United  States  had  no  further  commanicaa«B 
to  make  to  the  Senate,  than  his  l^e^^^y.^^J^ 
that,  in  a  speedy  meeting  with  their  fiieao!,  twi 
may  enjoy  every  feUcity. 
On  motion,  _ 
Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  by  the  S«reW 
of  the  Senate,  out  of  the  moneys  apP™P"*5SS 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Senate,  to 
Mathers,  Doorkeeper,  three  dollars  per  ^'•l'^^ 
to  Cornelius  Maxwell,  Assistant  D<x*«!*Sei- 
dollars  per  day,  as  compensation  for  their 
ive  attendance  during  this  special  session  « 
Senate,  over  and  above  their  stated  jJ'"*"",  J., 
On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  witho"'  o»J 
Attest:  „     ,  ^ 

SAM.  A.  OTIS,  Sefrtft"^ 
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Wbdnesiiay,  NoTcmber  3, 1794. 

The  following  members  appeared  and  took  their 
sea's,  to  wit : 

From  New  Hampshire. — Nicholas  Gilhan, 
Jbbemiah  Suith,  and  Paine  Winoate. 

From  Massackusetta. — Fisher  Ames,  Datid 
Cobb,  Henry  Dearborn,  Dwioht  Foster,  Ben- 
jamin Goodhue,  Samuel  Holten,  Geoboe 
Tbatchbr,  Peleq  Wadsworth,  aad  Abtgmas 
Wabd. 

fYom  Omnecticut. — ^Jobhoa  Coit,  Amaba 
Learned,  Zepramiah  Swift,  Uriah  Tbacy, 
and  Jonathan  TauHBULit. 

From  Vermont. — Israel  Smith. 

From  New  York. — Thbodordb  Bailey,  Philip 
Van  Cobtlamdt,  and  John  Watts. 

From  ?kw  Jersey.— John  Beattt  and  Elias 

BODDIMOT. 

From  Pennsylvania. — Thomas  HartleTiJohn 
Wilkes  Kittera,  Frederick  A.  Muhlenberg, 
(Speaker,)  aod  Peter  Mublenbebq. 

From  Maryland. — Gabriel  Christie  and 
Gboroe  Dent. 

From,  Vii^nia. — Isaac  Colbs,  Samuel  Grip- 
pin,  John  Heath,  Joseph  Neville,  Anthony 
New,  Josiah  Pabkeb,  and  Robert  Rdtherpord. 

From  Kentucky. — Christopher  Greenup. 

From  North  Can^ina. — Thomas  Blodnt,Wil- 

UAH  JOBNBTOK  DaWSOH,  NaTHANISL  MacOH,  ROd 

Albxahdbr  Mbbahb. 

From  South  Cmxttina. — ^William  Smfth. 

Fnm  Georgia. — Abraham  Balbwin. 

A  qwwam  o£  the  whole  number  not  being  pi«- 
scQl^Uie  House  adjourned  until  tomorrow. 


Thursday,  November  4. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Rhode 
Island,  Francis  Malbone;  from  New  York, 
Heury  Glenn,  James  Gordoh,  and  John  E. 
Vam  Allbm  ;  from  New  Jersey,  Jokathan  Day- 
ton ;  from  Pennsvlvania,  Thomas  Fitzbihons  ; 
front  Delaware,  Hbnry  Latimbb;  from  Maryland, 
WiLUAH  Vans  Mvhbay  ;  from  Virginia,  Georob 
Hancock,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  James  Madison, 
Andrew  Moors,  Francis  Preston,  and  Fran- 
cis Walkbr;  and  from  North  Carouka,  Mat- 


thew Locke — appeared,  and  took  their  seals  in 

the  Honse. 

And  a  quorum,  consisting  of  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number,  being  present, 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Se- 
nate, to  inform  them  that  a  quMum  of  thb  House 
is  assembled,  and  ready,  to  inroeeed  to  busineBi; 
and  that  the  Clerk  of  this  Honse  do  go  with  said 
message. 


Wednesday,  November  5. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New 
Hampshire,  John  S.  Shebburnb;  from  Massa- 
chusetts, William  Lyman;  from  Connecticut, 
James  Hillhouse  ;  from  Vermont,  Nathaniel 
NiLEs;  from  New  York,£zEKiEL  Gilbert  }  fr<na 
Maryland,  William  Hihdman  ;  from  Virginia, 
Thomas  Claiborne  ;  and  from  Gecnrgia,  Thohab 
P.  Carnes — appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in  the 
House. 

Notice  was  received  that  the  Senate  had  not 
yet  been  able  to  form  a  quorum. 

Upon  this,  Mr.  Dayton  moved  that  a  commit- 
tee snail  be  appointed  to  examine  the  business 
left  unfinished  last  sessioHjand  report  to  the  Honse. 
He  saw  no  reason  for  losing  time  by  waiting  for 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  GoonHtTB  (Ejected  to  the  moti<m  as  im- 
proper. 

Mr.  Dayton  challenged  the  gentleman  to  point 
out  wherein  the  impropriety  consisted.  For  two 
or  three  weeks  the  House  of  Representatives 
would  have  Ml  employment,  while  the  Senate, 
in  reality,  had  none.  He  was  positive  as  to  the 
lenlity  and  expediency  of  proceeding. 

The  Speaker  put  the  Question,  and  the  ayes 
and  noes  were  equal,  each  being  twenty^ve. 

The  Speaker  then  informed  the  Honse  thiU,as 
a  quorum  of  their  uomba-  was  not  present  it 
would  be  reqmsite  to  adjourn. 

The  House  rose  immedwtely,  wttet  adjourning 
till  to-morrow. 

TntrBBDAY,  November  6. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  From  Massachu- 
setts, Pblbo  Coffin,  and  from  Virginia,  John 
Nicholas,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in 
House. 
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Order  of  B^umem. 


[NonoiBHilTM. 


FmdaT;  Novenber  7. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  Pmm  Petia- 
sylToaia,  James  Arhbtrong  and  William  Mont- 
eoHBRV ;  from  Virginia,  William  B.  Giles  ;  from 
North  Carolina,  Joseph  Winston;  and  from 
Soutb  Carolinaj  John  Huntek — appeared,  and 
took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

On  motion, 

Reudved,  That  a  Standing  Committee  of  Klec 
tions  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  ex- 
amine and  report  upon  the  certificates  of  election, 
or  other  credentials  of  the  members  returned  to 
Krve  in  this  House,  and  to  take  into  their  con- 
sideration all  such  matters  as  shall  or  may  come 
in  question,  and  be  referred  to  them  by  the  House, 
touching  returns  and  elections,  and  to  report  their 
proceedings,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

And  a  committee  was  anointed  of  Mr.  Day- 
ton, Mr.  HiLLHOUflB,  Mr.  Sbbrbitrne,  Mr.  Dbnt, 
Mr.  Lgb,  Mr.  Macon,  and  Mr.  Hdntbr. 

Ordered^  That  the  Letter  from  the  Ckiveroor 
of  Maryland,  tovetfaer  wi&  the  return  of  the  elec- 
tion of  Gabriel  Duvall,  to  serve  as  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  for  the  said  State,  in  the  room 
(tf  John  Francis  Mbecbb,  who  has  resigned  his 
aeaXj  which  was  laid  before  the  HoHse  at  the  last 
Bemon,  be  referred  to  the  said  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions. 

MonvAT,  Norember  10. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New  Yorki 
Thomas  Tbbowcll  ;  from  New  Jersey,  Lambbrt 
Caowaladeh;  from  Pennsylvania,  John  Smilie; 
from  North  Carolina,  William  Barry  Grovb 
and  Joseph  McDowell;  and  from  South  Caro- 
lina, Richaro  Winn — appeared,  and  took  their 
seats  in  the  House. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  House  that  the  Se- 
nate had  not  yet  been  able  to  make  a  quorum. 
Fifteen  members  only  appeared.  One  more  was 
necessary. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 
A  motion  was  then  made  for  the  Honse  to  go 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  consider  the 
Rules  for  choosing  committees  upon  election  bu- 
siness. 

Mr.  Beat^v,  of  New  Jersey,  asked  why  Uie 
Hmue  o{  RepreaenlttiTes  ^onld  wait  any  longer 
for  the  Senate  to  make  a  ^noram  t  ItbMd  been 
said  that  we  cnnot  go  on  all  the  Senate  ate  also 
ready,  becaose  we  are  fbrbiddm  by  the  Constittt- 
tion.  The  Constimtion  says  no  such  thing.  This 
Hottae  has  already  waited  a  week  for  the  Senate ; 
and  it  is  iai^ossUiie  to  ooojeetnrehowlongitmay 
be  obliged  to  wait,  by  this  method  of  proceeding. 

Mr.  BomnROT  wanted  to  learn  whether  it  was 
proper  to  hare  appointed  a  new  BleetiQiL  Gwi- 
mittee.   He  greatly  doubted  it. 

The  Spbakch  said  that  the  new  committee  was 
formed  upon  this  principle,  ihat  the  business  be- 
fore the  last  committee  should  begin  de  nova.  Per- 
haps this  point  had  not  been  sufficiently  adverted 
to,  when  the  resolution  passed  last  week  for  ap- 
pointing a  new  one. 


Mr.  BosDWOT  tbonsht  that  theu  wonld  mu 
c  couidRaUe  iBconrenience  from  all  be  Im- 
ness  beginning  over  again.  Persons  who  kid  ob- 
jected to  the  return  of  a  member  of  that  Hoost, 
for  example,  would  have  to  present  a  new  petilin 
to  the  new  committee,  and  so  on. 

Mr  Nicholas  did  not  think  that  this  inference 
drawn  by  Mr.  Boddinot,  followed  from  the  tf- 
pointment  of  a  new  committee. 

Mr.  Dayton  differed  entirely  from  Mi.  Boc- 
DiNOT.  Petitions  were  not  addressed  to  A,  fi,  C, 
D,  E,  as  members  of  the  Committee  of  Eleetiint. 
but  to  such  a  committee  in  general.  TbeiefoR, 
the  new  one  would  take  up  the  bosinessastbeii 
predecessors  bad  left  it. 

Mr.  BooBiNOT  replied  to  explain. 

Mr.  Lthan  considered  it  as  a  most  abMud  i^ 
that  there  diould  be  any  such  thing  as  a  SianliB; 
Election  Cmnmitteefbr  the  whole  Congress.  Wis 

Eublic  business  to  stand  still  for  thearrinlsf  nun- 
ers,  diiipersed,  perhaps,  all  over  the  C<»dnenil 
When  a  session  ended,  what  fhrther  concern  hsd 
they  with  keeping  of  papery?  It  was  their  daly 
to  give  them  back  to  the  Clerk,  with  a  rcprt  of 
what  progress  they  had  made,  and  the  How- 
when  It  met  again,  could  proceed,  whether  tboe 
members  wtre  present  or  not. 

Mr.  Carhes  was  for  proceeding  to  discwui' 
question. 

The  Speaker,  at  the  desire  of  Mr.LBE,gin 
his  opinion  as  to  the  point  of  form.  He  said  An 
it  had  been  the  practice  of  the  House  to  ounei 
Standing  Committee  of  Elections,  to  last  for  u* 
whole  period  of  the  duration  oi  CongresA  *i 
he  recommended,  as  the  most  r^lar  metwMto 
determine,  in  the  first  place,^ether  it 
per  to  proceed  without  the  Senate.  When  wee 
the  House  had  decided  on  its  own  competner 
doing  business,  (t  would  4hen  be  soon  enoogo  to 
determine  irikat  Imsiness  should  be  doae. 

Mr.  GooDHDE  moved  to  adjourn.  For  til"* 
thne  that  would  tiow  be  additionally  lost,  it 
not  worth  while  to  decide  the  question. 

It  was  observed  that  there  was  no 
the  Continent  where  one  House  proceew  w  <"'* 
siness  without  the  other. 

Mr.  Dayton,  in  reply,  observed,  that  Mr- 
HDE  had  made  a  daily,  or  near  about  a  ^T^?^ 
tion  ibr  adjonmment,  ever  since  the  Hoiwe 
to  meet.   He  had  at  this  time  onderstood  ti* 
the  principle  of  the  adjonrament  bad  been 
up,  and  he  must  confess  that  he  did  not  ^'f*^ 
hear  any  a^ments  for  adjoamment  on  the  sew 
of  expediency.  _  ^ 

The  House  divided  on  the  wNiOD  of  Mr- Goo^ 

HOB — for  adjourning,  ayes  33,  noes  36.  , 

Mr.  Dayton  then  moved  for  the  apP^'"™?!. ' 
of  a  committee  to  examine  and  report  ""S^ 
ished  business  of  last  session ;  which  was  """P"^ 
and  a  committee  was  appointed  of  Mr.  Bovvf^ 
Mr.  Tracy,  and  Mr.  Kittera.  j,  j 

A  petition  of  Moses  Myers,  of  the  WronjoJ 
Norfolk,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  was  P«*JJJJ 
to  the  House  and  read,  praying  to  be 
from  the  payment  of  the  duties  a'^""!"?^^* 
tain  goote  which  he  imported,  and  wnicii, « 
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entry  thereof  nude,  were  sunk  and  damaged  hj 
the  oversetting  of  the  craft  employed  to  bring 
them  on  shore. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Pabkbb,  Mr.  Watts,  and  Mr.  Copfim  ;  thai 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinicm  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  on  the  petition  of  Peter  CoTenhoven,  which 
was  made  to  this  House  on  the  twenty-first  of 
February,  one  thousand  seren  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-three, be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to-morrow. 


TuBsoAT,  November  11. 

'  Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Massachu- 
setts, Sbeahjabhdb  Boubne,  and  from  New  York, 
Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  appeared,  and  took  their 
seats  in  the  House. 

The  Speaeer  informed  the  House  that  one  Se- 
nator was  yet  wanting  to  the  making  of  a  quo- 

'     rum.  [The  Senate  consists  of  thirty  members,  of 

'  whom  only  fifteen  have  yet  (Tuesday)  made  their 
appearance ;  of  consequence,  a  majority  is  want- 
ing.  The  VioB  President  has,  it  is  true,  arrived, 

>  bat  he  is  not,  strictly  speaking,  a  Senator.  He 
does  not  give  a  vote  m  questions  that  come  be- 

'    fore  the  Senate,  unless  the  voices  on  a  division 

I    are  equal.] 

'        The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
'    from  James  White,  enclosing  the  credentials  of 
his  appointment  as  a  Representative  of  the  Ter- 
'    ritory  of  the  United  States  South  of  the  river 
'     Ohio,  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  ac- 
'     cording  to  the  ordinance  of  Congress  of  the  thir- 
teenth of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-seven ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
^    be  referred  to  Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Gilbert,  Mr. 
Walker,  Mr.  Swift,  and  Mr.  Jeremiah  Smith. 
with  instructions  to  examine  the  matter  tbereofj 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  BouDiNO-^  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  examine  the  Journal  of  the  last  session,  and  re- 
port therefrom  all  such  matters  of  business  as 
were  then  depending  and  undetermined ;  and  also 
to  examine  and  report  such  laws  of  the  United 
States  as  hare  expired,  or  will  expire  before  the 
next  session,  made  a  report,  in  part;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tne  table. 

MARYLAND  REPRESENTATIVE. 

Mr.  Morrat  informed  the  House  that  Mr.  Ga- 
briel puvall,  a  member  from  Maryland,  was  now 
attending  to  take  his  seat.  This  genueman  has 
been  elected  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Mbrcbr. 

Mr.  Nicholas  observed  that  he  saw  no  reason 
for  delayiag  the  admission  of  the  gentleman.  He 
understood  the  Committee  of  Elections  had  the 
ease  oTMr.  Mebcbr'b  resignation  under  their  con- 
sideration, and  would  report  immediately  ;  and  be 
understood  that  the  report  would  be  in  favor  of 
the  gentleman.  He  did  not  see  the  use  for  so ; 
much  more  ceremony  in  this  case  tlum  in  that  at 
3d  Co».— 29 


[HorR. 


the  former  members.  They  had  all  been  admit- 
ted first,  and  their  eredentiab  examined  aftei^ 
wards. 

Some  remarks  felt  from  Mr.  Lee  respecting i»e- 
cedent.  Mr.  Mbrcbr  had  formerly  taken  a  seat 
in  much  the  same  way,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Pink- 
net. 

The  proceedings  on  this  case  were  read  by  the 
Clerk. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  that,  if  gentlemen  woold  only 
hare  patience  for  ten  minutes,  they  would  have 
the  report  of  the  committee  residy. 

Mr.  Dayton  immediately  after  presented  this 
report.  A  question  occurred  whether  or  not  it 
should  be  read. 

Mr.  Maoison  was  for  the  report  being  read.  It 
would  only  delay  the  admission  pf  the  gentleman 
for  a  few  minutes.  It  was,  therefore,  better  to  re- 
ceive it,  and  then  take  him  in.  There  was  a  ques- 
tion, if  Mr.  Mercer  was  now  to  appear  before 
the  House,  could  he  take  his  seat?  Mr.  M. 
would  not  undertake  to  answer  the  question.  It 
was  a  delicate  one.  He  would  have  the  repcvt 
read.  If  it  Was  favorable,  act  as  coDCurring  with 
it ;  if  not  so,  lav  it  aside,  and  admit  the  member 
from  Marylana  to  qualify,  withont  taking  any  no- 
tice of  it. 

Mr.  Parker  could  see  no  reason  whythe  mem- 
ber might  not  take  his  place  directly.  The  House 
had  yesterday  full  evidence  laid  before  them,  on- 
der  the  sanction  of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland, 
that  Mr.  Mbbcbr  had  vacated  his  seat.  In  bis 
room  here  comes  a  gentleman  with  proper  cre- 
dentials. Why  hesitate  in  accepting  nim  1  Mr. 
P.  was  sorry  that  any  discussion  had  taken  place 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  MoBRAY  and  Mr.  Boddihot  spoke  eaeh  a 
few  words. 

Mr.  Madison  was  still  for  reading  the  report  erf* 
the  committee.  His  object  was  to  acceleiate  the 
reception  of  the  gentleman,  which  would  inevi- 
tably and  properly  take  place.  If  the  House  weie 
to  admit  him  to  qualify,  without  first  reading  the 
report,  It  might  hereafter  be  asked,  Why  was  a 
report  made  at  all,  when  the  House  refuse  to  read 
it  7  It  might,  on  a  future  occasion,  be  said,  "  Per- 
haps that  report  has  been  unfavorable,  and  the 
House  hare  contradicted  the  report  of  their  own 
committee." 

Mr.  Murray  waived  his  objection  to  the  read- 
ing of  the  report  It  was  read  accordingly,  as 
foUows: 

"That  it  appears,  from  a  certificate  signed  by  ^ 
Chrremor  of  the  State  of  Maiyland,  in  Oonncil,  and 
under  the  seal  of  the  said  State,  that  Gabriel  Duvall 
was  dnlj  elected  to  serve  in  the  Hooae  of 'Repreaenta- 
tivea  of  the  United  States  in  the  place  of  John  FnncH 
Meieer,  who  had  resigned  Us  wttX ;  that  the  reaignatioB 
of  the  Mid  John  Franda  Mcvcer  upptma  ftom  his  la^ 
ter,  dated  Ae  tfaiitMntili  of  April,  one  thousand  aerea 
hondred  and  ntnetj-foor,  diiw^  to  the  GorsmoT  of 
Maryland. 

"  Rcaohcd,  That,  in  the  cffitmm  of  the  comniittee, 
Gabriel  Durall  ia  entitled  to  take  a  seat  in  the  Honaa, 
as  one  of  the  RepreaentatiyeB  fix  the  8tat«  of  Maryland, 
in  the  ateid  of  John  Fnnck  Mmem." 


Maryland  Bepreeentative. 
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The  said  resolution  was  again  read,  an^on  the 
quertion  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  DuvALL  then  appeared,  and  the  oath  to 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
beuut  administered  to  him  by  the  Speaker,  ac- 
tiwdin^  to  law,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  as 
one  ofthe  Representatives  for  the  State  of  Mary- 
bud,  in  the  room  of  John  Francis  Mercer. 

STANDING  RULES  AND  ORDEEB. 

Mr.  Tracy  then  reminded  the  House  of  his  pro- 
posal for  immediately  going  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  Rules  and  Regulations. 

Mr.  Madison  objected  to  going  into  the  busi- 
ness abruptly.  For  his  own  part,  be  had  lost,  or 
tnialaid,  his  copy  of  the  Regulations.  He  would 
certainly  not  object  on  bis  own  account.  If  there 
was  nobody  else  in  the  same  situation,  he  should 
not  mention  that  as  anjr  reason  to  stop  their  going 
on.  But  be  was  afiraid  some  other  gentlemen 
were  in  the  same  situation. 

Mr.  Goodhue  declared  that  be  was  in  a  simi- 
lar predicament. 

Mr.  Tracy. — If  we  are  like  schoolboys,  and 
have  lost  our  book^  I  can  have  no  objection  to 
the  procuring  of  new  ones. 

It  was  then  agreed  to  print  the  Rules  and  Re- 
gulations over  again,  for  the  useof  the  members ; 
and  that  the  House  go  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  this  matter  to-morrow. 


had  had  the  said  report  under  consideration,  ni 
nude  several  amenoments  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report,  with  the  uund- 
ments,  do  he  on  the  table. 


WEDNEsnAY,  November  12. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  Carter  B.  Harbi- 
son, from  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  House. 

A  memorial  of  Andrew  Taylor,  of  Ulster  eoun- 
tv,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  was  presented  to 
the  Honse  and  read,  praying  the  liquidation  and 
settlemept  of  a  claim  for  his  services  as  a  Deputy 
^artermaster  in  the  Army  ofthe  United  States, 
during  the  late  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction 
to  examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  there- 
upon to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Samuel  Emery,  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  merchant,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  that  a  new  register  may 
be  granted  in  the  case  of  the  brig  Lucy,  an  Ame- 
rican bottom,  which  was  sold  in  the  year  1792  to 
a  person  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  it 
being  omitted  in  the  bill  of  sale  of  the  said  brig 
to  insert  a  copy  of  the  roister,  in  consequence 
of  which  omission,  the  Collector  of  the  port  of 
Philadelphia  conceives  himself  unauthorized  to 
grant  a  new  register. 

Ordered  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the 
4aUe. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  prepare  and  report  such  Standing 
Rules  and  Orders  of  Proceeding  as  are  proper  to 
be  obserred  in  this  House ;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Speaicer  resumed  the  Chair, 
and  Mr.  Trdhbitll  reported  that  the  Committee 


Tbubsdav,  November  13. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  Andrew  Ones 
and  Daniel  Heistbr,  from  Pennsylranii,  ip- 
peared  and  took  their  seats  in  the  Hoose. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  House  that  tkeic 
was  not  yet  any  appearance  o(  a  quorum  in  the 
Senate.  No  new  member  of  that  Honse  bad  n- 
rived,  and  one  of  those  here  had  fallen  sick. 

NEWSPAPERS  FOR  MEHBEB8. 

A  motion  was  made  that  eaoh  member  be  wp- 
plied  with  three  daily  newspapers.  It  was  aai- 
tioned  that  some  applications  had  been  nude  bf 
a  few  particular  members  for  leave  to  harenews- 
papers  from  the  Southern  or  Eastern  States  ss 
part  of  this  number.  This  was  objected  to  as  pot- 
ting the  Executive  to  a  needless  additional  ^ 
pense.  It  was,  therefore,  subjoined,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  motion,  that  they  should  be  newspa- 
pers "of  this  city." 

Mr.NicBOLAS  thought  that  economy  was  baalj 
proper,  on  this,  as  well  as  other  points.  He  there- 
fore moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
the  motion,  and  substitute  "  two."  He  con^nefl 
one  morning  and  one  evening  paper  as  sufficwnl 
for  the  information  of  the  members- 
Mr.  Tbacv  said  that  it  was  altogether  Mi» 
small  affair.  Some  gentlemen  had,  as  he  aaia- 
stood,  already  bespoken  three  papers,  "o^^JJ" 
expectation  that  the  same  number  would  begta*' 
ed  during  this  session  as  during  the  last. 

Mr.  Nicholas  then  observed,  that  he  wouia 
not  presb  his  amendment  on  the  House- 
It  was  accordingly  withdrawn.  Whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  came 
the  members  to  be  furnished,  during  ''i^P'^";! 
session,  with  three  newspapers,  prmtea  in  ui 
city,such  as  the  members  respectively  shali  cnoose, 
to  be  delivered  at  their  lodgings.  „. .  „f 

A  petition  of  George  CampbeU,  of  the  State  J 
Maryland,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  rej 
praying  compensation  for  his  services  as  a  t^"*" 
Sf  ArUficers,  in  the  Army  of  the  United  StiM> 
during  the  late  war.  ,.  _  ,i, 

(h^red,  That  the  said  petition  do  he 
table. 

Tbe  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  W"" 
from  the  Treasurer  ofthe  United  States, 
panying  his  account  of  receipts  and  «P*"'"';  j 
for  the  War  Department,  from  the  nn*  ^ 
April  to  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  tM^lJ 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  inclusive)  wiw- 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabw- 

STANDING  RULES  AND  OM>E''*V. 

Tbe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the 
ments,  reported  yesterday  from  the  CoTomw^ 
the  Whole  House,  to  whom  was  '^^"^^  uA 
port  of  the  committee  appointed  "LP^P^pio- 
report  such  Standing  Rules  and  OrdOT  aguf 
ceeding  as  are  proper  to  be  observed  m  a»  ' 
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and  the  sakt  emendaMota  beuuf  twiee  read,  were, 
OB  the  qoestion  sevenUf^  put  iheieapoo,agnedto 
the  House. 

The  said  report,  as  amended,  being  then  again 
read,  and  further  amended, 

Beiolved,  That  the  same  be  established  as  the 
Standing  Rules  and  Orders  of  this  House,  to  wit: 

STANDING  RULES  AND  ORDERS  OF  THE 
HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fkvt. — Touc^ng  the  Duty     iht  Speaker, 

He  shall  take  the  Chair  ereiy  day  at  the  hoar  to 
whith  the  House  alkali  have  a^josmed  oo  the  prooed- 
ing  day ;  shall  immediatelj  call  the  memben  to  (wd«, 
•■d,  on  the  appeuaaoa  of  a  qaonns,  shaU  eaiue  tfie 
Joonal  ofthe  fceeeding  day  to  be  lead. 

He  lUl  pneerre  daeiuiwi  waA  atiai ;  may  apeak  to 
poiiila  of  flsiUr,  in  fe^bmioo  to  othw  memben,  rising 
nom  his  seat  for  tiiat  purpose,  and  shall  dedde  quee- 
tions  of  ocder,  sat^eet  taao  i^peal  to  the  House  Iqrany 
two  JBMnbors. 

He  diall  rise  to  pot  a  quaeliHit  but  muy  state  it  sit- 


Aall  be  dietfaaoliy  pat  in  this  fbnn,  to  Wit : 


**  A*  BUtny  aa  an  <^  t^pasuon  that  (as  the  qaestkm  may 
be)  say  Ay ;"  and  after  the  affinyaaliive  voice  is  czpres*' 
ed,  "  As  many  as  are  of  a  coDtrary  opiiuoD,  say  No." 
If  the  Speaker  doubts,  or  a  diviaioo  be  called  for,  the 
House  shall  divide;,  those  in  the  affirmative  of  the  ques- 
lioii  ahail  first  rise  from  their  seats,  and  afierwards  those 
in  Um  negative.  If  the  Speaker  still  doubts,  or  a  count 
be  requiied,  the  Speaker  ahall  name  two  members,  one 
from  each  Bide,  to  tell  the  numbers  in  the  affirmative.; 
vAiA  bMBg  reported,  he  ^alt  then  nanw  two  others, 
eM  from  each  ade^  to  tell  Oeaehi  the  negative;  which 
being  dso  reported,  he  shall  liae,  and  state  the  deci- 
sion to  the  House. 

All  committees  ihall  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker, 
unless  otherwise  specially  directed  by  Uie  House ;  in 
which  case  tbey  soall  be  appointed  by  ballot ;  and 
upon  such  baUot,  the  number  required  shall  not  be  elect- 
ed, by  a  oujority  of  the  votea  given,  the  House  shaD 
proceed  to  a  second  ballot,  in  which  a  plurality  of  votes 
shaD  prevail ;  and  in  ease  a  greater  number  than  are 
required  to  compose  or  complete  the  committee,  shall 
have  an  equal  number  of  vot«,  the  House  shall  proceed 
to  a  further  ballot  or  ballots. 

In  all  cases  of  ballot  by  the  House,  the  Speaker  shall 
vote ;  in  other  cases  be  shall  not  vote,  unless  the  House 
t>e  equally  divided,  or  unless  his  vote,  if  given  to  the 
nnnority,  will  make  the  division  equal ;  and,  in  case  of 
such  equal  divinon,  the  question  shall  be  lost 

All  acts,  addresses,  and  joint  resolutions,  iball  be 
aigned  by  the  Speaker ;  and  all  writs,  warrants,  or  sub- 
ponas,  issued  by  order  of  the  House,  shall  be  under  his 
hand  and  seal,  attested  hy  the  Cle^ 

In  case  of  any  disturtuince  or  disorderly  conduct  in 
the  gallery  or  lobby,  the  Speaker,  (or  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,)  shall  have  power  to 
order  Uie  same  to  be  cleared. 

SeemuUy^Of  Ikeanm  and  Debate. 

When  any  member  is  about  to  speak  In  debate,  or 
deUvcs'  any  matter  to  the  House,  he  shall  rise  frotn  his 
seat,  and  respectfully  address  himself  to  the  Speaker. 

If  any  member,  in  speaking,  or  otherwise,  transgress 
the  rules  of  the  House,  the  Speaker  shall,  or  any  mem* 
ber  may,  call  to  order ;  in  which  case  the  member  so 
called  to  order  shall  immediately  sit  down,  unless  per- 
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■uttedtosqilain;  aiidtfieHoa«eshaU,ifawoakd  tt^ 
decide  on  the  CMBk  but  without  debate.  If  then  be  no 
aweal,  the  decinon  of  the  Chair  shall  be  submitted  to. 
If  the  decisioa  be  in  fitvor  of  ihe  member  called  toordei, 
he  diall  be  at  liberty  to  proceed;  if  otherwise,  and  the 
case  require  it,  be  shall  be  liaUe  to  the  censure  of  tlie 
House. 

WhMi  two  or  men  auniben  h^q;Mn  to  rise  at  onoe, 
the  Speaker  Aall  name  the  memlier  who  is  fint  to 
qteak. 

No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  to  the  same 
question,  without  leave  the  House ;  nor  more  than 
once,  until  every  member  choosing  to  qieak  shall  have 

spoken. 

Whilst  the  Speaker  is  psUting  any  question,  or  a^ 
dreesing  the  House,  nooe  ahall  walk  out  oC  or  aoroes 
the  House;  nurattherinswhcaae^oriihenaBumbw 
is  lyeakiaftrfiallMitertainnrlTatodiwHMBe;  nor,  whilst 
a  member  is  qtsaking,  sfaaA  pass  between  tun  and  the 
Chair. 

No  member  shall  vote  oo  any  queetioa  in  the  event 
of  which,  he  is  itnmediatdy  and  particulariy  interested; 
or  in  any  oUier  case  whevebe  waaiwt|WsseDtwlwadw 
qoeetimi  was  put- 

Upon  adiviaionand  cnmtof  the  House  on  any  q)i» 
tien,  no  member  without  the  bar  shall  be  ee^ntad. 

Every  member  who  dtall  be  in  the  Houae  vriwn  a 
question  is  put,  shall  give  his  vote,  unless  dw  Hmiaa, 
fi>r  speeial  reasons,  shall  excuse  him. 

When  a  motion  is  made  utd  seconded,  it  dutll  be 
stated  by  the  Speaker,  or,  being  in  writing,  it  shall  be 
handed  to  iho  Chair,  and  read  aland  ^  the  Cisriu  be< 
fore  debated. 

Every  motion  shall  be  reduced  to  writii^r,  if  the 
Speaker  or  any  member  de^  ib 

After  a  motion  is  stated  by  the  Speaker,  or  read  by 
the  Clerk,  it  shaU  bo  deemed  to  be  in  poeseesion  ^  tt^ 
House,  but  may  be  withdrawn  at  any  time  before  a  do* 
oision  w  amendment. 

When  a  question  is  under  dobate,  no  motion  Aa3X  be 
received,  unless  to  ameitd  it,  to  eoeunit  it,  for  the  pre- 
vious -queabmt,  to  postpone  it  to  a  day  certain,  vt  to 
adjourn. 

A  motion  to  a^oura  shall  be  alwa^  in  twdor,  and 
shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

The  pMvioua  queati<»k  shall  be  in  this  form :  "  ShaU 
the  main  question  be  now  put?"  It  shall  only  be  odp 
mitted  when  demanded  by  five  monbers;  and,  until  it 
is  decided,  shall  preclude  all  amendment  and  further 
debate  of  the  main  question. 

On  a  peevioos  queatitm,  no  member  shall  ifeah  moie 
than  encawithont  leave. 

Any  menber  way  eall  ftr  Um  diviakn  a^neatiiw, 
where  the  sense  wHI  adaut  of  it. 

A  motiea  for  ooamitMwnt,  until  it  is  dewded,  shatt 
preclude  all  amen^aent  ^  the  main  qnastioa. 

Motions  and  lepeite  iMty  be  eanuutted  at  tiie  ^an> 
sure  of  the  House. 

No  new  motion  or  j^poaition  shall  be  un- 
der ooior  of  amendment,  aa  a  substituto  for  the  motien 
(NT  jmpoi^ion  under  debate. 

WlMn  the  reading  <tf  a  pifier  is  called  for,  whidi  had 
before  been  read  to  the  House,  and  the  aame  is  oljeeled 
to  bv  any  nienibeT»  it  ahall  be  datannined  fay  a  ««te  ol 
the  House. 

The  unfinished  business  in  which  the  House  was  en- 
gaged  at  the  time  of  the  last  adjeumment,  shall  have 
die  preference  in  the  Orders  of  the  Day ;  and  no  ntolicHi 
on  uy  other  businsss  ahidl  be  received,  without  special 
Hewae,  until  the  fonaeriediipGaad^ 
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In  ril  oAer  cmw  trfbdlot  dun  fiff  coomiitteM,  a  mm- 
jwlty  of  the  TotM  given  duU  be  necMui^  to  u  eleo- 
tiim;  andwhmtbwiB  riuU  not  be  ioeh  majmi^  oa  the 
&wt  bellotf  dw  beUot  dull  be  repeated  uanl  a  mi^rity 
be  obtained. 

In  all  cams  when  others  than  memben  of  the  Houm 
may  be  eligiUe,  there  ahall  be  a  prerioua  nomination. 

fir  a  qaestitni  depending  be  kwt  trr  adjoomment  of 
HooM,  uid  renved  on  the  auccee£ng  day,  no  member 
^iba  haa  apoken  twice  on  the  day  preceding,  diall  be 
pennitted  again  to  apeak  without  leave. 

Every  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  to  which  the  concur- 
renee  the  Senate  shaU  be  neceeaaiy,  ihali  be  read  to 
the  Hoaee,  and  Uid  on  the  table,  on  a  day  preceding 
titat  in  which  the  lame  shall  be  moved,  unless  ttie  House 
shall  otherwise  expressly  allow. 

Petitions,  memoriala,  and  other  papers,  addressed  to 
Ae  House,  riudl  be  pieaented  1^  the  Speaker,  ot  by  a 
member  In  his  place,  and  riudl  not  be  deb^ed  or  de- 
dded  on  the  day  of  thdr  being  first  read,  unless  where 
the  Hoose  shall  direct  otherwise;  hut  shall  lie  on  the 
table,  to  be  taken  up  in  the  order  they  were  read. 

Any  fifteen  memben,  (inelo^g  the  SpMker,  if  there 
is  one,)  shall  be  authorbed  to  compel  the  attendance  of 
absent  members. 

Upon  calls  of  the  Hooae,  or  in  taking  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  any  question,  the  names  tiS  the  members  shall 
be  called  alphabetically. 

Any  mnnber  may  ezcnae  himaelf  from  serving  on 
any  committee  at  the  time  of  his  appointment,  if  he  is 
then  a  member  of  two  other  conunitteee. 

No  member  shall  ahaent  himself  from  the  aovice  oS 
the  House,  unless  he  have  leave,  or  be  nek,  and  nnaUe 
to  attend. 

Upon  a  call  of  the  Honae,  the  names  of  the  members 
•hall  be  eaUed  over  by  the  C3eik,  and  the  idisenteea 
noted;  after  which,  the  namea  of  the  absentees  riialt  be 
again  called  over,  the  doom  diall  dwn  beahnt,  andttiose 
for  whom  no  exense,  or  insufficient  excnsea  are  made, 
may,  by  order  of  the  House,  be  taken  into  custody,  as 
fhey  appear,  or  may  be  sent  fbr,  and  taken  into  custody, 
wherever  to  be  found,  by  apeeial  mesaeugera  to  be  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose. 

When  a  member  shall  be  diat^arged  from  custody, 
and  admitted  to  his  seat,  the  'Hoase  shall  determine 
iirtudMr  dieh  disehtfge  dmD  be  with,  or  without,  pay- 
ing feea:  and  in  like  manner,  whedMr  a  delinquent 
member,  tak«  into  enstody  by  a  apedal  meaaenger, 
riun,  or  shall  not,  be  Uahle  to  d^«y  the  expense  of  such 
special  messenger. 

A  Sergeant-at-Arms  shall  be  awointed,  to  hold  his 
office  during  the  pleasure  of  die  House,  whose  du^ 
■hall  be  to  attend  the  House  during  its  ntting ;  to  exe- 
cute the  commands  of  the  HoMe,  from  time  to  time,  ei- 
diar  by  himaelf,  or  a  special  measenger,tobe  tyhim  ap- 
pointed for  that  pn^Kwe,  together  widi  all  such  process 
MKUed  by  authon^  thereof,  as  shall  be  directed  to  him 
hy  the  Speaker. 

The  fees  of  the  Beigeant^t-Arms  dudl  be,  for  every 
arrest,  the  sum  of  two  doUara ;  for  each  day's  custody 
and  reteasement,  one  dollar ;  and  for  traveling  expenses 
of  himself,  or  a  special  messenger,  gtnng  and  zatuming, 
«ne-tanth  of  a  doUw  per  mile. 

Two  standing  eonmittaea  dudl  be  anointed  at  the 
ccMumencement  of  each  sfnsinn.  to  consist  of  aevan  mem- 
beiaeach,  to  wit: 

A  Committee  of  Eleetkma,  and 

A  Committee  of  Claims. 

It  shall  be  the  du^  of  the  said  Committee  of  Eleo* 
ttooa  to  axamma  and  iqmt  npm  the  oeitifloataa  o 

f 


election,  orodier  credentials  of  dm  BMrnhetaietanedto 
serve  in  this  House,  and  to  take  into  duarconsidmliga 
all  such  petitions  and  other  matters  toodmif  cisclin, 
BJid  returns,  as  shall  or  may  be  presented,  or  cmm  d 
question,  and  be  referred  to  them  by  the  HooBe. 

It  shall  be  the  du^  of  the  said  Committee  of  Cbimi 
to  take  into  consideration  all  such  petitions  aud  miStn 
or  things  touching  claims  or  demands  oa  the  tJnittd 
States,  as  shaH  be  presented,  or  sbdl  or  mvj  cmt  ii 
question,  and  be  refined  to  them  by  the  House,  tndt* 
report  their  apaaou  thereupon,  together  with  sack  f- 
pontions  for  relief  dierein,  as  to  them  shall  seem  exp^ 
dient. 

No  committoa  shall  sit,  during  the  uUimg  of  tfe 
House,  vrithout  special  leave. 

The  Clerk  of  the  House  shall  take  an  oadi  fiir  At 
true  and  foithfhl  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  <fi^ 
to  the  beat  of  im  knowledge  and  abilUiee;  sad  Ad 
be  deemed  to  continue  in  <Aoe  nndl  snodiw  besp- 
pointed. 

It  shall  be  die  Aaty  of  the  Cleric  (tfdw  Hous^■tdH 
end  of  each  session,  to  send  a  printed  copy  of  tlw  loo- 
nal  diereoftothe  Executive,  and  to  each  InncfaoftLt 
Legislature,  of  every  State.  .  , 

Whenever  confidential  cMnmunicationa  are 
from  the  Prosidentof  die  United  Statea,  ti»  HonieJJl 
be  cleared  of  all  petaons,  except  the  members 
oOieeny  and  ao  oimtinae  daring  the  >««^  ,°(j°r 
communioations,  and  (unless  otherwise  directed  t^w 
House)  during  all  debates  and  proceedings  to  be  M 
thereon.  And  when  die  Speaker,  or  any  odier  nwaite, 
shall  irifonn  the  House  that  he  has  commumMtaw  to 
make,  which  he  conceives  ought  to  be  kept  seewt,  m 
House  shall,  hi  like  manner,  be  cleared  tiU  die  eooiH- 
nication  be  made ;  die  House  diall  dwn  detanmnen^ 
ther  the  matter  communicated  requires  secret? 
and  take  nder  aoocwdin^y. 

7M(y^O/  BiU$. 

Every  bUI  shall  be  introduced  by  motion  for 
by  an  Older  of  the  House,  on  d»  report  of  a  comm^. 

and,  in  either  case,  a  committee  to  prepare  ^ 
shall  be  appointed.   In  cases  of  a  general  nttoie.  oik 
da^'s  notice,  at  least,  shall  be  given  of  the 
brmg  in  a  bill ;  and  every  such  motion  bwJ  '* 
mitted.  .  a, 

Every  bill  ahall  rec«ve  three  several 
House  previous  to  its  passage ;  and  all  ''''^'j— 
despatched  in  order  as  they  were  in***^"**^  Jtui 
where  die  Honae  shall  direct  oOierwise;  ■>^,^ 
shaU  be  tvrioe  read  on  die  same  day  wiUiout 
der  of  the  House.  ^ . 

The  first  reading  of  a  bill  shall  be  ."^Tfiifc 
and,  if  opposition  be  made  W  it,  die  question  ""^^ 
"Shall  the  bill  be  rejected!"  If  no  opposition 
or  if  the  question  to  reject  be  negatived,  the  biU  ■»»  • 
to  its  second  reading  without  a  question. 

Upon  die  second  reading  of  a  bill,  the  SpM*.^  . 
state  it  as  ready  for  commitment  or  engrosnoeni,  ^  ^ 
if  committed,  dien  a  question  shall  be,  "'^^r^.  if  i« 
lect  committee,  or  to  a  Committee  of  tl"*  ^ 
a  Committee  of  die  Whole  House,  the  "•^TlT^  be 
termine  on  what  day.  But,  if  die  bill  be  it 
engrossed,  the  House  shall  impoint  the  ''.^7.  ^ 
shaU  be  read  die  third  time.   Alter  eonuniunw 


report  thereof  to  the  House,  a  bill  may  be  i 
oi  at  any  time  before  its  passage.  aMtod  ■* 

AU  m»  ordaied  to  be  engrosaed  shall  be  tite^ 
a  &ir  round  hand. 
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NOTBMBEE,  1794. 


Peter  Covenhoven. 


[H.  opR. 


When  s  Ull  duU  pui.  H  ihaU  bs  onrtifled  by  the 
Oak,  notiiig  dw  day  (tf  its  paonng  At  the  foot  thereof. 

Fourthly ^Of  Committeet  of  the  Whole  Houu. 

It  duU  be  a  standing  oider  of  the  day.  throu^wut 
tiie  eesHcm,  lot  the  House  to  vescdve  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee <tf  the  Whole  Hoose  on  Um  stale  of  the  Union. 

In  fonning  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  the 
Speaker  shall  leave  his  Chair,  and  a  Chairman  to  pre- 
«ae  in  Comioittee  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker. 

Upon  bills  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  the  bill  shall  be  first  read  throughout  by  the 
Cle^  and  then  again  read  and  debated  by  clauses, 
leaving  the  preamble  to  be  last  considered ;  the  body  of 
the  bill  shall  not  be  defaced  or  interlined ;  but  all  amend- 
ments, noting  the  page  and  line,  shall  be  duly  entered  by 
^  Clerk  on  a  separate  paper,  as  the  same  shall  be 
agreed  to  by  the  Committee,  and  so  reported  to  the 
House.  After  reptnrt,  the  lull  shall  again  be  sul^eet  to 
bedebated  and  amended  clauses  before  a  quemon  to 
engross  it  be  taken. 

All  amendments  made  to  an  original  motion  in  Com- 
mittee, shall  be  incorporated  with  the  motion,  and  so 
lopoiled* 

AH  amendments  made  to  a  report  eommitted  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whi^e  House,  shall  be  noted  and  re- 
ported as  in  the  case  of  bills. 

All  questions,  whether  in  Committee  or  in  the  House, 
shall  be  propoonded  in  the  order  they  were  moved,  ex- 
cept that  in  filling  up  blanks  the  largest  sum  and  long- 
cat  time  shall  be  first  put 

No  motion  or  proposition  for  a  tax  or  charge  upon 
the  VeaifAt  shall  be  discussed  the  day  in  which  it  is 
made  or  offiired,  and  every  such  proposition  receive 
ili  ftnt  discusdon  in  a  Coawiitteeaf  the  Whole  House. 

No  sum  or  quantum  of  tax  or  du^  voted  by  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  AxM  be  increased  in  the 
House,  until  the  motim  or  proposition  tst  sudt  increase 
shall  be  first  dtsnisaed  and  voted  in  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House;  and  so  in  respect  to  the  time  of  its  con- 
tinuance. 

Ail  proceedings  touching  appropriations  of  money, 
shall  be  first  moved  and  disciused  in  a  Conunsttee  of 
the  Whde  House. 

The  rules  of  ^noeeeding  in  die  House  shall  be  ob< 
•erred  in  Committee,  so  fiir  as  they  may  be  ^plicable, 
azoept  that  limiting  the  times  of  speaking. 

No  standing  rate  or  order  of  the  House  shall  be  re- 
scinded without  one  day's  notice  bring  given  of  the 
motion  therefor. 

■Miai  Jtttiea  and  Ortknofike  Hoo  Omaet. 

In  every  case  of  an  amendment  of  a  tnll  agreed  to  in 
mkt  House  and  dissented  to  in  du  odwr,  if  rither  House 
dmU  request  a  confwenca,  and  appoint  a  committee  for 
that  purpose,  and  the  other  House  shall  also  appoint  a 
oommittee  to  confer,  such  committees  shall,  at  a  conve- 
nient hour,  to  be  agreed  on  by  their  Chairman,  meet  in 
Ibe  Confennce  Chamber,  and  state  to  each  other  ver^ 
bal^*  or  in  writing,  as  nther  shall  du>ose,  the  reasons 
4if  thrir  respective  Houses  for  and  against  the  amend- 
ment, and  confer  fireely  thereon. 

When  a  message  shall  be  sent  from  the  Senate  to  the 
'  House  of  Representatives,  it  shall  be  announced  at  the 
door  of  the  House  by  the  Doorkeeper,  and  shall  be  re- 
.qieeHully  communicated  to  the  Ctuir  by  the  person  by 
whom  it  may  be  sent. 

The  same  ceremcHiy  shall  be  observed  when  a  mee- 
aage  shall  be  suit  fiom  the  House  of  R^nsentativea  to 
«ha0MiaM. 


Messages  shall  be  sent  by  such  persona  as  a  sense  elt 
propriety  in  each  House  may  determine  to  be  pn^r. 

While  bills  are  on  their  passage  between  the  two 
Houses,  they  shall  be  on  paper,  and  under  the  signature 
of  the  Secretary  or  Clerk  of  each  House,  respectively. 

After  a  bill  shall  have  passed  both  Houses,  it  suU 
be  duly  enrolled  on  parchmentby  the  Clerk  oftbe  Rouse 
of  Representatives,  or  the  Secretary  vi  the  Senate,  as 
the  bill  may  have  originated  in  the  one  or  the  odier 
House,  before  it  idiall  be  presented  to  the  Preeident  of 
the  [Tniled  States. 

When  biUs  are  enrolled,  they  shall  be  azamined  by  a 
Joint  Committee  of  one  from  the  Senate,  and  two  from 
die  House  of  Representatives,  appoinled  as  a  Standing 
Cmmnittee  ftt  that  puipoae,  who  shall  oaiefidly  ceo^ 
tare  the  enrohnent  with  the  engNsaed  bills  as  panad 
n  the  two  Houses,  and,  correcting  any  ernm  diat  m^ 
be  discovered  in  die  enrolled  bUls,  make  dmr  report 
forthwith  to  the  respective  Houses. 

After  examination  and  report,  each  bill  shall  be  signed 
in  the  respective  Houses,  first  by  the  Speaker  <tf  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  thni  by  the  Flesideat  of 
the  Senate. 

After  a  bill  dull  have  thus  been  signed  in  each  Honse^ 
it  shall  be  presented  by  die  said  oommittee  to  the  Pre> 
ndent  of  the  United  States  for  his  approbation,  it  being 
first  endorsed  on  the  back  of  the  roll,  certifying  in  whi^ 
House  the  same  originated ;  which  endorsement  diall 
be  signed  by  the  Secretary  or  Clerk  (as  the  case  mi^ 
be)  of  the  House  in  which  the  same  did  originate,  and 
slwU  be  entered  on  the  Journal  of  each  House.  The 
said  committee  shall  report  the  day  of  presentation  to 
the  President,  which  time  shdl  also  baoanritaUy  euterad 
<Hi  the  Journal  of  eadi  Honas.  . 

All  orders,  resolutions,  and  votes,  vrindi  ai»  to  be 
pieaented  to  die  President  of  the  TTnited  States  §ait  his 
o|iprobation,  shall  also,  in  the  same  manner,  be  pr^ 
viously  enrolled,  examined,  and  signed ;  and  dMll  bo 
presented  in  the  same  manner,  and  by  the  same  oom- 
mUtee,  as  provided  in  case  of  t^Us. 

When  the  Senate  and  House  of  ReiHwsentatives  shall 
judge  it  proper  to  make  a  jmnt  Admnas  to  the  Ptan- 
dent,  it  nail  be  preaented  to  nim  in  bis  Aodieiica  Cham- 
bo-  by  the  Piendrat  <rf  die  Smate,  m  the  pnaenoe  of 
the  Speaker  and  both  Houses. 

PETER  COVENHOVEN. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on 
the  petition  of  Peter  GoTenhoreo.  'This  uofortu- 
nate  man  had  been  a  sergeant  in  the  Militia  of  the 
United  States  during  the  late  war.  A  short  time 
after  his  beisff  called  out,  he  was  wounded  with 
a  mnsket-ballin  the  knee,  and  was  nnaUe  fw  a 
considerable  time  to  walk  eren  upon  crutches. 
At  last,  his  wound  became  tolerably  cured,  and 
he  Was  dismissed  with  a  pension.  But,  some 
years  ago,  his  wound  broke  out  afresh,  and,  after 
a  series  of  ezcruciatiug  tortures,  the  afihir  ended 
with  an  amputation  of  his  thigh.  The  bills  of 
his  physicians,  and  the  extra  expense  of  sick 
nurses,  came,  in  whole,  to  two  huiulred  and  nine 
pounds. 

After  reading  the  report,  Mr.  Boddinot  propo- 
sed two  resolutions — one  for  granting  the  sum  of 

 dollars  to  defray  the  expenses  of  ampatatioi, 

and  the  other  for  augmenting  his  pension. 

Mr.  Swift  opposed  the  resolutira^u  there  ma 
no  law  that  authcvized  the  granting  of  the  mone|' 
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and  as  the  House  had  no  title  to  perform  acts  of 
charity  at  the  expense  of  their  constituents.  He 
imagined  that  this  burden  should  fkll  on  the  par- 
ticular State  wherein  he  resided, 

Mr.  BocDiNOT  contended  that  there  was  a  law 
for  this  measure.  He  said  that  it  had  always  been 
customary  for  Congress  to  pay  the  expense  of  cur- 
ing its  wounded  soldiers.  Kven  when  the  soldiers 
had  DO  hospital  to  which  they  could  go,  and  ad- 
vanced the  money  out  of  their  own  pockets,  it  had 
always  been  repaid  by  GrOTernmeut,  upon  appH- 
catioQ  for  (hat  pui^K>se.  Now,  the  case  of  Peter 
CorenlioTen  came  exMtly  within  this  description. 
He  had  been  dismiased  as  cared,  and  with  a  lesser 
pesnion  than  he  would  have  been  entitled  to,  had 
the  ampotation  taken  place  ^Ue  he  was  in  the 
mSitary  hospital.  He  had  been  considered  as  a 
person  who  could  still  support  some  part  of  his 
own  expense!!  by  personal  labor.  But  the  matter 
<  turns  out  quite  otherwise.  The  wound  is  uot 
cured ;  for  it  breaks  out  in  a  very  distressing  man- 
ner, and  ends  in  the  loss  of  a  limb.  It  was  clear 
that,  in  point  of  justice,  the  man  had  two  claims — 
the  first  for  the  expense  attending  his  cure;  and 
the  second  for  an  augmentation  of  his  pension, 
since  he  was  now  comidetely  disabled.  He  haa 
been  for  some  years  incapable  of  standing,  even 
upon  crutches.  It  was  plain  that  the  House  were 
liable  to  pay  the  expenses  of  his  wound;  and  as 
to  die  safaurjr,  it  vas  only  b^  an  accident  that  he 
was  mterea  on  the  list  of  pensiraters  before  the 
wound  broke  out  afresh,  ana  that  oUierwise  he 
lead  been  pat  on  die  highest  rate. 

Mr.  Swift  replied.  He  was  not  oonvineed  by 
any  thing  that  tiad  been  advanced.  As  to  the 
doctors'  bills,  he  was  not  sure  about  their  accu- 
racy. 

Mr.  Bgatty  said  he  could  answer  to  the  House 
for  that.   He  had  advised  the  amputation. 

The  first  resolution,  viz :  for  paying  the  bills, 
was  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  37  against  20,  and 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

The  second  resolution,  for  augmentiog  the  sa- 
lary <^  Mr.  Covenhoven,  was  postponed. 


Friday,  November  14. 

Severalothermembers.  to  wit:  from  Massachu- 
setts, Samuel  Dexter  ;  uom  Virginia,  Abrabam 
Vbmable;  and  from  Kentucky,  Alexanobr  D. 
Obr,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Letter  from  James  White,  eo- 
closing  the  credentials  of  bis  appointment  as  a 
Representative  of  the  Territory  of  the  United 
States  South  of  the  river  Ohio,  made  a  report ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committea  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  of  Ckims  be  ap- 

Sointed,  pursuant  to  the  Standing  Rules  and  Chr- 
ers  of  the  House : 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  Tbacy, 
Mr.  FoBTBR,  Mr.  Malbomb,  Mr.  Mohtgomebt, 
Mr,  Hbath,  Mi.  Cbsibtie,  and  Mr.  Msbanb. 


Monday,  Noveitober  17. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Rhode  Island. 
Benjamin  Bourne;  and  from  South  Carolina, 
Anvrbw  Pickens,  appeared,  and  took  their  sab 
in  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Pierre  ESgron  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  the  patronage  of  Con- 
gress, and  an  exemption  from  postage,  id  aid  of  ■ 
literaiT  work  which  he  is  now^rosecutmg. 

Ordered^  That  t£e  said  petition  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  petition  of  Joah  Stafford,  of  the  county  of 
Herkimer,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  praying  lobe  al- 
lowed an  arrearage  of  pension  due  to  liim  as  i 
Captain  in  the  Armv  of  the  United  States,  duiing 
the  late  war,  or  sucK  other  compensation  is  liev 
thereof,  as  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shaU  leem 
meet. 

Ortfered,  That  the  said  petition,  toeetber  vitit 
the  petition  ofCteorge  CampbeU,  which  lay  oatkt 
table,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claim 

DELEGATE  SOUTH  07  THE  OHia 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  commillee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  Letter  from  James 
Wbite,  together  with  the  credentials  of  bis  ap- 
pointment as  a  Representative  of  the  Temtorr  of 
the  United  States  South  of  the  river  Ohio; 

Mr.  Vans  Mubbay  moved  that  the  Comniiuee 
should  rise,  and  that  the  discussion  of  this  bvmm 
should  be  deferred  till  the  Senate  had  made  a 
quorum. 

Mr.  Nicholas  thoocht  that  the  question  hio 
been  misunderstood.  He  saw  no  difficulty  is  ^- 
mitting  Mr.  White  to  possession  ai'  a  seat.  He 
regarded  it  only  as  putting  an  actual  law  into  eie- 
eution.  Neither  the  Senate  nor  the  Houae  of 
Representatives  had  it  in  their  power  to  coaW- 
vene  this  law. 

Mr.  Swirr  objected  to  complying  with  the  re- 
port of  the  committee.  He  thought i^'^j'^ 
not  be  carried  into  execution,  because  it  uiwaTed 
inconsistencies.  If  the  object  of  the  law  ruenw 
to,  vras  to  admit  this  person  to  debate,  and 
vote,  that  was  unconstitutional.  He  was,  byuut 
law,  to  be  a  member  of  Congress;  but  the  Home 
of  RepresentadTes  are  not  Congress,  an^  there- 
fore, this  person  may  equally  vote  in  the  House « 
Representatives  and  in  the  Senate ;  while,  at  the 
same  time,  he  may  interrupt  the  Phebidbht  ««- 
seating  to  a  bill,  liy  giving  nis  advice.  The  Con- 
stitution has  made  no  provision  for  such  a  menii*r 
as  this  person  is  intended  to  be.  If  we  can  adoH 
a  Delegate  to  Congres.s  or  a  member  of  the  Howe 
of  Representatives,  we  may  with  equal  proprieff 


west  of  the  Ohio.  At  this  rate,  we  may  very 
sooD  overturn  the  Coustitution.  If  this  penon 
has  any  proper  title  to  a  seat,  it  must  be  in  tne 
Senate}  it  could  not  be  in  the  Houae  of^^ 
sentatires,  who  were  not  Delegates.  The  Sen"') 
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pei^ps,  might  b«  called  snch.  His  election  was 
nearer  the  mode  of  theirs,  thao  that  at  this  House. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  had  no  difficulty 
in  dticlaring  that  the  geatleman  was  fully  qualified 
to  take  a  seat  in  that  House,  by  the  terms  of  an 
express  compact  with  the  people.  He  was  con- 
TUiced  that  the  Representatives  have  a  right  to 
admit  those  whom  they  regard  as  lawfiUly  enti- 
tled to  a  seat  iu  the  House,  for  the  purpose  of 
debating.  They  may  admit  the  Secretary  of 
State,  if  they  cousider  it  as  expedient.  If  this 
gentleman  had  api^d  to  the  Senate,  that  body 
also  were  authorized  to  admit  him,  if  they  thought 
it  lawful.  Under  the  old  Conslitatioo,  he  would 
hare  been  a  member  «ut  generie.  He  does  not 
claim  a  right  of  voting,  but  of  speaking  only ;  and 
when  the  afflurs  of  fte  Southwestern  Territory 
were  agitated  in  the  Senate,  he  had  a  right,  in  his 
nSx.  S?s)  jvdnaent,  to  speak  and  debate  m  that 
Honse  mua.  Mr.  S.  wished  tlut  there  bad  been 
prenoudy  settled  another  part  of  this  buxine^ 
viz :  by  whom  the  Delegate  was  to  be  paid  for  his 
atti^dance.  It  may  be  a  future  qnestion.  also, 
vliether  he  is  to  be  dismissed  when  thie  gallerws 
are  cleared? 

Mr.  QiLEB  was  not  prepared  to  speak  on  the 
subject  On  the  sOore  of  expediency,  his  present 
opinion  was,  that  the  Delegate  from  the  South- 
west of  the  Ohio  should  be  admitted.  He  had  no 
objection  to  the  motion  of  the  m^ber  from  Ma- 
ryland, [Mr.  Mdbhat,]  for  the  Committee  rieing, 
but  he  would  never  consent  to  it  for  the  sake  of 
consulting  the  Senate.  He  would  agree  to  it,  for 
the  sake  m  further  deliberation  amnig  themselves. 
If  the  House  chose  to  consult  the  gaUery — a  re- 
source for  information  that  he  should  never  wish 
to  see  adopted — they  had  a  right  to  ctmstdt  it,  or 
to  ask  advice  from  any  other  quarter,  notwith- 
standing the  assertion  of  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut. • 

Mr.  Dexter  said,  he  thought  the  obstacle  should 
be  got  over  by  a  formal  act  of  the  Legislature.  He 
was  clear  that  the  House  had  a  right  to  consult, 
or  admit  to  the  privilege  of  debating,  any  indi- 
vidual whom  they  thought  proper.  They  might, 
for  instance,  admit  an  advocate  to  plead,  m  a  par- 
ticular case;  but  that  was  entirely  a  different  mat- 
ter from  allowing  him  to  aire  a  vote  on  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House.  Mr.  D.  declared  that  he 
would  vote  against  the  report,  as  it  now  stands, 
not  because  he  thgni^t  the  j^ntleman  from  the 
Southwestern  Territory  unentitled  to  a  seat,  but 
because  he  regarded  an  act  of  the  nhxAe  LegisU- 
ton  as  a  requisite  for  his  tntzodoction. 

It  was  now  moved  that  the  Committee  shoulfl 
nae,  and  report  the  resolution  of  the  select  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  W.  Shitb  differed  from  Mr.  Dexteb.  He 
thought  the  House  of  Representatives  was,  in  it- 
sell^  perfectly  competent  to  settle  the  pouit.  He 
was  determined  that  they  ought  not  to  consult  the 
Senate  upon  the  .jnatter.  It  would  be  extremely 
improper  to  let  the  Senate  interfere.  He  again 
adverted  to  his  former  position,  that  the  House 
may,  if  it  sees  proper,  introduce  the  Secretary 
Staiie  to  a  privij^^e  of  being  couul  tedi  or  any  ouMBf 


person  who  may  be  tfaooght  suitable.  But  he 
would  never  submit  to  yield  the  privileges  of  the 
House  to  the  Executive.  They  ought  to  decide 
their  elections  on  their  own  autnority,  and  on  no 
occasion  send  to  inquire  of  the  Senate  if  such  as 
amendment  ought  to  be  admitted.  Mr.  S.  con- 
sidered the  gentleman  [Mr.  Wbite]  as  expressly 
within  the  present  Constitution.  He  trusted  that 
the  Committee  woold  not  rise,  under  any  such 
idea  as  consulting  the  Senate ;  but,  if  they  at  pre- 
sent rise,  that  it  would  be  merelyfor  the  sake  of 
obtaining  further  information. 

Mr.  Mdbr&t. — If  we  could  have  foreseen^  th^ 
case,  I  am  snre  that  we  should  have  had  a  joint 
committee  of  privileges  fVom  both  Houses,  as 
iu^^^es.  The  situation  of  the  gentleman  refers  to 
Dotn,  uid  therefore  the  Senate  oi^ht  to  be  con^ 
suited  on  this  head.  Ferhi^  he  is  entitled  to  » 
seat  in  both  Houses. 

Mr.  McDowell  objected,  that  an  act  of  thj^ 
Legiilamre  would  never,  practically,  answer  the 
purpose.  The  session  would  be  next  to  ntding, 
before  such  a  law  would  be  passed.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  interest  of  the  pe<^e  Southwest  of  the 
Ohio  is  agitated  in  a  question,  and  their  Delegate 
is  condemned  to  silence.  The  members  gen^illy 
admit,  in  substance,  that  he  ought  to  be  received, 
into  this  House.  He  wished,  therefore,  that  they 
would  take  a  vote  on  the  resolution  of  the  select 
committee.  He  would 'object  alt(^ether  to  the 
proposal  of  the  member  from  Maryland,  for  an  act 
of  the  Legislature,  or  any  consultation  with  the 
Senate.  Mr.  McD.  was  for  admitting  the  mem- 
ber to  his  seat. 

Mr.  BoDDiHOT  observed,  that  it  was  universaUy 
agreed  that  the  old  law  for  accepting  such  a  mein- 
ber  as  a  Delegate  of  Congress,  cannot  be  execute^ 
in  its  full  sense.  The  gentleman  ougbt^  in  hi« 
qiinion,  to  go  where  members  elected  by  Legul%- 
tures  went,  that  is  to  say,  to  the  Senate.  There 
was  no  ]vetence  for  hi»  admission  among  the 
Representatives  of  the  people.  If  he  had  an^ 
right,  it  must  be  in  the  other  House.  He  thought 
this  a  very  important  question,  and  that  it  de- 
served more  consideratum  than  it  had  yet  re- 
ceived. Mr.  B.  was  not  prepared  to  vote ;  but,  if 
he  was  forced  to  give  his  voice  at  present,  he 
should  be  for  remitting  the  gentleman  to  the  Se- 
nate. He  thought  that  there  should  be  an  act  of 
the  whole  Legislature.  He  shotild  vote  for  the 
Comniittee  rising. 

Mr.  Dayton  said,  that  he  should  vote  against 
the  motion  of  the  Maryland  member,  for  the  rising 
of  the  Committee.  He  was  against  the  object  at 
this  motion.  He  a^eed  entirely  with  the  report 

the  select  committee  for  receiving  the  Southr 
western  member  immediately,  as  he  had  a  rigbt  to 
a  seat,  founded  on  an  original  compact,  which  gave 
it  to  him.  He  objected  to  any  concurrence  of  the 
Senate  being  asked.  As  to  consulting  persons  oat 
of  doors,  the  House  had  a  right  to  call  Heads  <4 
Departments  to  give  their  opinions  on  any  patticiir 
lar  subject,  if  they  thought  proper.  Mr.  D.  men- 
tioned some  cases  of  this  nature,  where  snch  aa 
expedient  had  been  used. 

Mr.  Giles  mentioned  one  reasra  •gainst 


BdegateSjiOhtfthe  Ohio. 
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Committee  rising,  which  was,  that  the  House  had 
DO  other  business  before  it.  He  then  read  an 
amendment  to  the  rescdntion  of  the  select  com- 
mittee, as  a  middle  course,  that  would  embrace 
-the  ideas  of  aU  parties. 

Mr.  Dexter  repeated  some  of  his  former  rea- 
sons for  preferring  an  act  of  the  Legislature. 

The  (luestion  was  called  for,  and  put  by  the 
Chairman,  Shall  the  Committee  now  risCj  and 
report  progress  t  It  was  decided  in  the  native — 
yeas  38,  nays  39. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  resolution, 
as  given  by  the  Committee.  Mr.  Gileb  again 
proposed  his  amendment.  Ttiis  was,  tliat  after 
the  word  "debating,"  in  the  resolution,  there 
should  be  added,  "upon  any  question  touching 
the  rights  and  interests  of  people  in  the  Territory 
of  the  United  States  Southwest  of  the  Ohio." 
The  object  was  to  narrow  the  power  of  the  Dele- 
gate. 

Mr.  Shilie  was  for  his  being  admitted  to  de- 
liberate on  erenr  subject,  or  none  at  all. 

Mr.  Giles  declared  that  he  was  very  well 
pleased  with  the  resolution,  as  it  originally  stood. 
He  had  only  su^ested  this  amendment,  that  he 
might  get  the  resolution  through  the  House.  He 
therefore  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Baldwin  did  not  see  that  the  question  was 
of  much  importance.  When  a  member  was  per- 
mitted to  speak,  but  forbidden  to  rote,  his  situa- 
tion was,  DO  doubt,  infiuitety  higher  than  that  of 
strangers  id  the  gallery,  that  of  an  advocate 
allowed  to  plead  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  or  that 
of  a  printer,  who  came  only  to  take  notes;  but 
still  it  was  extremely  short  of  the  situation  of  a 
member  of  Coogress.  This  would  be  more  espe- 
cially the  case,  iinis  right  of  debating  was  restricted 
to  the  afikirs  of  the  Northwest  and  Southwest 
Territory.  Mr.  B.  could  see  nothing  in  the  new 
Constitution  that  made  an  exclusion  of  the  Dele- 
sate  from  the  Southwest  of  the  Ohio.  This  privi- 
I^e  had  been  solemnly  promised  to  those  people, 
upon  three  difiereot  occasions.  When  they  be- 
longed to  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  they  sent 
a  Represeotative,  Mr.  Setibr,  to  Congress ;  and 
they  separated  into  a  new  State,  under  the  promise 
of  this  privilege.  But  now,  we  have  made  a  dis- 
covery, that  these  lawscannotbeputintoexecution. 
It  is  a  great  pity  that  we  had  not  made  this  dis- 
covery sooner.  Mr.  B,  rejected  all  idea  of  referring 
this  matter  to  the  Senate.  When  the  latter  had 
any  qnestiou  of  that  kind,  that  concerned  them- 
selves, they  would,  no  doubt,  judge  for  themselves, 
and  ^t  jnst  as  properly  as  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatires.  As  to  the  pa^  of  this  geutleman,  that 
might  be  an  after  quesUon.  He  was  clear  that 
there  at  present  existed  no  law  which  could 
make  out  tliat.  The  House  may  hereafter,  if  they 
see  fit,  pass  a  law  respecting  it.  But,  in  the  mean 
time,  Mr.  B.  was  satisfied  that  these  people  had  a 
elaim  for  a  Delate,  which  could  not  be  got  rid 
of  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Swirr  thought*  that  it  would  be  better  to 
erect  these  people  mto  a  new  State,  and  then  the 
privilege  would  be  of  some  real  use  to  them.  He 
was  Btul  of  opinioo  that  die  Constitution  admits 


of  no  such  Delate  as  this  person  is  intodeilo 
be.  He  is  a  new  kind  of  character,  onknown  to 
it.  This  person  is  rat  generis.  If  the  Constitii- 
tion  knows  anything  about  him,  then  uke  him; 
if  not,  reject  htm.  As  to  taking  advice  from  the 
gallery,  Mr.  S.  seemed  to  think  ne  had  been  nut- 
understood.  To  admit  a  person  within  the  bu 
for  the  purpose  of  consulting  him,  was  a  quite 
different  thing  from  permittmgthe  gallery,  like 
this  person,  to  come  and  take  a  permanent  setl 
among  the  members,  for  the  purpose  of  reguliriy 
debatmg.  Mr.  S.  never  meant  to  debar  the  Hoaae 
from  taking  information  wherever  they  cooU 
find  it. 

Mr.  MoRRAY  was  concerned  that  he  found  hiot- 
self  obliged  to  vote  against  the  resoludun  of  tke 
Committee.  He  still  hoped  that  the  gentlemu 
would  have  a  seat,  but  that  the  Senate  would  fiiri 
be  consulted. 

Mr.  WiNGATE  moved  an  amendment  10 the 
resolution,  by  adopting  these  words,  to  a  >eit  u 
Goiu;re8s,  as  a  Delegate  to  Congress." 

Mr.  Madibon  said,  that  the  TW>lution,  as 
hy  the  select  committee,  was  so  ptapeAj  aqwesw, 
that  he  did  not  believe  it  could  admit  of  aj 
amendment  or  alteration  whatever. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  then  di- 
vided on  the  resolution,  when  there  appeared  a 
very  large  majority  in  nvor  of  reporting  it « i 
first  stood,  and  consequently  fos  admiltmg  Mt. 
White  as  a  Delegate.  The  Committee  thei 
rose. 


TuEsnAY,  November  18. 
Another  member,  to  wit:  Theodore  SEDGmci, 
from  Massachusetts,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  House. 

A  memorial  of  James  Crawford,  of  the  ciiy  « 
Philadelphia,  merchant,  was  presented  totheHoose 
and  read,  praying  that  a  Dew  register  may  « 
itranted  in  the  case  of  the  brig  Betsey,  an  Ameri- 
can bottom,  taken  by  the  British  at  Saint  Pierre  s, 
in  the  Island  of  Martinique,  in  the  month  oi  Fe- 
bruary last ;  the  said  brig  being  condemned,  Ww 
her  original  register  detained  by  the  captors.  _ 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial,  together 
the  petition  of  Samuel  Emery,  which  lay  on 
table,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Fitzsihons,  Mr.  Goop- 
HUE,  and  Mr.  Cadwalader  ;  that  they  do  en- 
mine  the  matterrthereof,  and  report  the  same,  wiw 
their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

DELEGATE  SOUTH  OF  THE  OHia 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  '?P?'"' 
the  committee  on  the  Letter  from  Jamh  Wbit^ 
enclosing  the  credentials  of  his  appoinnneni »> 
Representative  of  the  Territory  of  the  uvm 
States  South  of  the  river  Ohio,  to  which  theCw- 
mitteeof  the  Whole  House  reported  noamw- 
ment.  Whereupon,  the  said  report  being  ag«a 
read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  was,  on  the  question  p» 
thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  fdlows: 

"  That,  by  the  Oidhiance  for  the  govemineiit  of  lk> 
Territory  of  die  United  States  Northirwt  <^  the  nrc 
Ohio,  section  nine,  it  is  provided,  "  tbat.soaoonMdf'* 
duD  be  five  thousand  free  male  inhabitanli  ofM  *r 


Digitized  by 


889 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS.  990 


in  Um  Diatrict,  upon  giTing  proof  thereof  to  the  Govern- 
or, ttwy  shaD  receive  nathoiify  to  elect  Representativet 
to  t^pnaent  them  in  a  General  Aflaemblj ;''  and  bj  the 
ISth  Motion  of  the  Ordinance,  **  ae  soon  as  a  Legjsla- 
tore  ihail  ba  fiumed  in  the  IHatrkt,  the  Council  and 
Hooae,  aawmbled  in  one  room,  ahaU  have  authority,  by 
joint  ballot,  to  elect  a  Delegate  to  Ccmgreaa,  who  shall 
have  a  seat  in  Congress,  with  a  right  m  debating,  bat 
notofvoting,  during  this  temporaij  government"  Fnll 
efiect  is  given  to  dus  Ordinaneo  by  act  of  Congreas, 
August  7.  1789. 

"That,  by  the  Deed  of  Cession  of  the  TenitOTy  Boudi 
of  the  river  Ohio,  to  the  United  States,  in  the  fourth 
■xlid«T  it  is  also  provided  'that  the  inhabitants  of  tfie 
and  Toiritofy  shall  enjoy  all  the  [Hivil^es,  benefits,  and 
advantages,  set  forth  in  the  Ordinance  of  the  late  Con- 
gress for  the  government  of  the  Westom  Territory ;  that 
ia  to  say,  Congress  shall  aaeome  the  government  of  the 
•aid  Territory,  which  they  shall  execute  in  a  manner 
aimilar  to  that  which  they  support  in  the  Territory  West 
irf"  the  Ohio,  and  shall  never  bar  or  deprive  them  of  any 

Sivil^  which  the  People  in  the  Tenitoiy  West  of  the 
Uo  enjoy.* 

■*The  cearion,  on  these  conditions,  was  accepted  by 
act  ofCongreas,  on  the  2d  of  April,  1790. 

"By  an  act  passed  the  26th  ofMay,  1790,  for  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  Soath 
of  the  river  Ohio,  it  is  enacted,  '  that  the  inhabitants 
■hall  enjoy  all  the  privileges,  benefits,  and  advantages, 
set  forth  in  the  Ordinance  of  the  late  Congress  for  the 
government  of  the  Teiritoiy  of  the  United  States  North- 
west of  the  river  Ohio.  And  the  govenunent  of  the 
said  Territory  Sootii  of  the  river  OlJo,  shall  be  rimilai 
to  diat  whi^  is  now  exeidsed  in  the  Territory  North- 
weat  of  Ae  river  Ohio;  except  so  far  as  Is  otherwise 
provided  in  the  condititms  expressed  in  an  act  of  Con- 
greas of  the  {nesent  scsdon,  entitled  '  An  act  to  accept  a 
eeanon  of  the  claim  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  a 
certain  district  of  Western  Territory.'  The  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  James  White  has  been  duly  elected 
as  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  dke  United  Slates 
South  of  the  Ohio,  on  the  terms  of  the  forcing  acts ; 
Hbaj  therebra  submit  the  fidlowing  resection : 

"Setohed,  That  James  White  he  admitted  to  a  seat 
in  this  House  as  a  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  the 
United  Sutes  South  of  the  river  Oldo,  with  a  r^bt  of 
debating,  but  not  of  voting." 

Mr.  Madison  said,  that  in  new  cases,  there  of- 
ten arose  a  difficulty  by  applying  old  names  to 
new  things.  The  proper  dennition  of  Mr.  White 
is  to  be  found  in  the  Laws  and  Rules  of  the  Con- 
stitution. He  is  not  a  member  of  Congress,  there- 
fore, and  so  cannot  be  directed  to  take  an  oath, 
unless  he  chooses  to  do  it  voluntarily. 

Mr.  MoRRAY  moved  that  Mr.  White  should  be 
required  to  take  the  oath. 

Mr.  W.  SHrra  observed,  that  the  Constitution 
onlr  required  members  ana  the  Clerk  to  take  the 
o«tn.  The  gentleman  was  not  a  member.  It 
does  not  even  appear  for  what  number  of  years 
he  is  dected.  In  fact,  he  is  no  more  than  an  En- 
voy to  Congress.  Inste&d  of  being  called  Delegate 
to  Confess,  bad  be  been  plainly  called  an  Envoy, 
the  difficulty  would  have  vanished.  He  is  not  a 
Representative  from,  but  an  Officer  deputed  by 
the  people  of  the  Western  Territory.  It  is  very 
improper  to  call  on  this  gentleman  to  take  such  an 
oaUi,  any  more  than  any  civil  officer  in  the  State 
of  PfloaaylnuuB.  Mr.  S.  did  ^ot  consider  him  as 
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coming  even  within  the  Post  Office  law,  (viz :  for 
franking  letters.)  He  is  not  entitled  to  pay,  un- 
less a  law  shall  be  passed  for  that  end. 

Mr.GiLEe  a^eed  with  the  gentleman  who  spoke 
last,  a.^  to  the  impropriety  of  demanding  an  oath. 

Mr.  Lthan  was  ior  it. 

Mr.  Dayton  was  against  the  oath.  Call  him 
what  you  will,  a  member,  a  Delegate,  or,  if  you 
please,  a  nondescript.  It  would  be  wrong  to  ac- 
cept his  oath,  even  if  he  should  offer  it.  He  is 
not  a  member.  He  cannot  vote,  which  is  the  es- 
sential part.  It  is  said  that  he  can  ai^ue,  and  by 
that  means  influence  the  votes  of  the  House.  But 
so  also  a  printer  may  be  said  to  argue  and  influ- 
ence, when  he  comes  to  this  House,  takes  notes, 
and  prints  them  in  the  newspapers. 

Mr.  BouniNOT.  As  the  House  had  set  out  on  a 
wrong  principle,  it  was  natural  that,  in  their  sab- 
sequent  progress,  they  should  wander  flirther  uid 
further  from  the  point.  But,  as  the  House  had 
now  given  their  decision,  he  acquiesced  in  it.  It 
was,  however,  a  strange  kind  of  thing  to  have  a 
gentleman  here  arguing,  who  was  not  bound  by 
an  oath.   He  never  comd  reconcile  it. 

Several  other  members  spoke. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  Shall  the 
Delegate  take  an  oath  as  a  member?"  Ayes  33, 
noes  42 — majority  against  the  motion  10. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  assemUed,  and 
ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Pierre  Egron, 
which  lay  on  the  table,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Mr.  MdsBat,  and  Mr.  Madibon  ;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  appointed  a  committee  oa 
their  part,  jointly,  with  such  committee  as  may 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  tbe  United  States,  and  in- 
form him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  as- 
sembled, and  ready  to  receive  any  communica- 
tions be  may  think  proper  to  make  to  them. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Boddinot,  Mr.  DsARBOitif, 
and  Mr.  Oilman,  be  appointed  a  committee  on  the 
part  of  this  House  for  the  purpose  expressed  in  the 
message  from  the  Senate. 

Bewlved,  That  two  Chaplains,  of  different  de- 
nominations, be  appointed  to  Congress  for  the  pre- 
sent session,  one  by  each  House,  to  intercluuige 
weekly. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  carry 
the  said  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their 
concurrence. 

Mr.  Boudinot,  from  the  Joint  Committee  ap- 

g>inted  to  wait  on  thePRESinENT  op  the  United 
TATEs,  and  notify  him  that  a  qaorum  of  the  two 
Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any 
communications  he  may  think  proper  to  make  to 
them,  reported  that  the  Committee  had  performed 
that  service,  and  that  the  pRESinENT  signified  to 
them  that  he  would  make  a  communicatitm  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  tomorrow  at  twelve 
o^cloek,  in  the  RepresmtatiTes*  Chambar. 


Delegate  8ovth  of  the  Ohio. 
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ChrtUredj  ThM  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
hrijoff  in  a  itill  exteodingthe  privilege  of  franking 
to  JAUM  White,  the  Delegate  from  the  South- 
western Territory,  and  making  provision  for  his 
compenfation  j  and  that  Mr.  Wiluah  Smith,  Mr. 
Thatcheb,  and  Mr.  Maoox,  be  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

Wbdnbsday,  November  19. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Thomas  SootTj  from 
Pennsylvania,  appwred  and  took  his  seat  m  the 

House. 

A  memorial  of  Joze  Rolz  Stiva,  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  merchant,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  prayins  that  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
five  hundred  ana  twenty-one  dollars  and  sixty 
cents  may  be  refunded  to  hiin,  it  being  the  differ- 
ence in  the  amount  of  duties  on  a  quantity  of 
wines  imported  by  the  memorialist,  and  which, 
through  mistake,  vnu  exacted  from  him  hy  tUu 
Collector  of  the  port  of  New  York,  beyond  the 
legal  duties. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  Mr.' Watts,  Mr.  Coffin,  and  Mr.  Malbone; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof^  and  re- 
port the  same,  with  their  opinion  thoenpon,  to  the 
House. 

The  SpBAKHn  laid  before  the  House  a  Report  of 
the  Commissioners  for  purchasing  the  Public 
Debt,  stating  the  amount  of  their  purchases  and 
other  proceedinss  since  their  report  of  the  six- 
teenth of  DeceinDer,  one  thousand  sfaven  htindred 
•ad  ninety-three ;  which  waa  rrad,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  tne  table. 

Orderedf  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  inform  them  that  this  House  is  now  ready  to 
attend  them  in  receiving  the  communication  from' 
the  PRBSinsKT  OF  THB  Unitbo  Statss,  agree- 
ably to  his  notification  to  both  Houses  yester- 
day ;  and  that  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  go  with 
the  said  message. 

The  Senate  attended  and  took  seats  in  the 
House}  when,  both  Houses  being  assembled,  the 
PaaainuiT  of  thb  Unitbu  States  oame  into 
the  Representatives*  Chamber,  and  delivered  bis 
Address  to  them.  (For  whicn,  see  Proceedings 
of  the  Senate^  ante  page  787.) 

The  PnaeinBHT  or  ran  Uhitbo  Statbs  then 
withdrew,  and  the  two  Houses  separated. 

Ordered,  That  the  Speech  of  the  PRnainiiiT 
OP  TU  UNiTEn  St&tbs  to  both  Houses  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Conunittee  of  the  Whole  House  to- 
morrow. 

Tbdrsoay,  November  20. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  Willum  Findlbv, 
fr«m  Pennsylvuia,  appeared  and  todk  his  seat  in 
the  House. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whtde  House  on  the  Speech  of  the 
PasawBitT  or  thb  Unitbo  Statbs  to  both  Houses 
of  CiMigreas;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  C<munittee  had 
had  the  said  Speech  under  consideration,  and 


8M 


[N0TEliaBB,17M. 


come  to  a  resolution  thereupon;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee that  a  respectful  Address  ought  to  be  (re- 
sented by  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
Prbbident  op  th£  United  States,  in  answer  to 
his  Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  at  the 
commencement  of  this  session,  contaming  assur- 
ances that  this  House  will  take  into  consideiatioB 
the  various  and  important  matters  reemnmendBd 
to  their  attention- 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Sbogwick, 
and  Mr.  Soott,  be  appointed  a  eommittee  to  pre- 
pare an  Address,  pursuant  to  the  taid  reatdnticm. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  thelicm 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolation  ef 
this  House  for  the  appoinunent  of  two  Chaplains 
to  Congress  fbr  the  presrat  sessiOBUMd  have  elect- 
ed the  Right  Reverend  Bishop  Wbitg  (m  their 
part. 

The  House  then  proceeded  by  ballot  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Chaplain  to  Con^ss,  on  the  part 
of  this  House :  and  upon  examining  the  ballots,  a 
majority  ot  the  votes  of  the  whole  House  was 
found  in  favor  of  the  Reverend  Ashbbl.  Grebb. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Presidbitt 
OF  THE  United  States,  with  sundry  documents 
referred  to  in  the  Pbebid£mt*s  Speech  to  both 
Houses,  from  No.  1  to  No.  8,  inclusiv&relative  to 
the  insurrection  in  the  counties  of  Washingtcn 
and  Alleghany,  in  the  State  of  Pau^lvaaia;  ake^ 
smidry  communiieations  firom  General  Wayne; 
from  the  Governor  of  Get^fia;  ftom  the  Si^cr- 
int«ident  of  Indian  Afihirs  m  the  Creek  natton ; 
and  respeeting  the  establidiment  of  a  post  by  tta 
State  of  Pennsylvania  at  Presqu*isle ;  together 
with  a  l^etter  from  the  Director  of  the  Mint. 

The  said  documents  and  communications  were 
partly  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Friday,  November  SI. 

Ordered,  That  acommittee  be  appointed  to  p^ 
pare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  R. 
Livingston;  and  that  Mr.  CoiT,Mr.  Gordon, and 
Mr.  Nevillb,  be  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  William  Smitb,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  extending  the  privilc^  of 
franking  to  James  White,  the  I^^ate  from  the 
Southwestern  Territory,  and  making jprovision  Cn 
his  compensation ;  which  wasreadtwice,andeonir 
mitted. 

Mr.  Madison,  from  the  committee  a^iointad, 
presented  an  Address  to  the  Pbbsiobnt  of  thi 
United  Statbs,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to  both 
Houses  of  Congress ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  to  a  Conunittee  of  the  Whok 
House  <m  Mouday  next. 

MOITIA  SERVICE. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  a  resdn* 
tion  to  the  following  purport: 

ttaeM,  0$  tic  epmiom  of  Uu  Cemmititt,  Thst 
piofiaon  oa(ht  to  be  Bade  by  bnrfiir  oootinnmgin  As 
ssrfiee  a  psrtion  of  the  militia  of  As  Unilsd  8lBts%  10 
be  stationad  in  &e  Wasten  esuties  of  PeaMiylfaiHa 


BISTORT  OF  CONOBESB. 

lIMitia  Seniee. 
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fat  neh  period  ta  tbmU  be  foopd  wcMway  to  ■octDw  the 
•xccotioti  of  the  laws. 

Mr.  GiLBs  said  he  should  certainly  not  oppose 
the  motion ;  but  he  hoped  that  when  the  Cohi- 
BBiUee  contemplated  should  r^ort  a  biU,  they 
would  be  able  to  give  every  information  relative 
to  the  situation  of  the  Western  comities.  He 
was  smsible  that  despatch  was  necessary,  as  tbe 
provision  was  required  to  be  completely  enacted 
within  thirty  days;  but  he  wished  forinrormation 
to  determine  what  force  would  be  required,  and 
for  how  long  a  time  they  would  probably  be 
wanted. 

Mr.  Dayton  agreed  that  information  would  be 
wanted  to  determine  the  number  of  troops  that 
would  be  required;  but  if  there  exuted  an  opin- 
ion that  no  pcoviaicHi  of  the  kind  is  neeeasary,  the 
baaness  should  be  opposed  in  its  ]wesent  stage. 
For  hii  part  he  was  rally  convinced  diat  some- 
thing was  neecsaary.  As  to  information,  be  wished 
it  to  come  c^ficially  to  the  Hcmse  rather  than 
through  any  committee. 

Mr.  Sedowick  hoped  tbe  moticm  would  be 
agreed  to.  He  had  mformation  sufficient  at  the 
present  time  to  ccmvince  him  that  it  was  neces- 
sary a  force  should  be  stationed ;  it  would  be  a 
subject  of  future  inquiry  what  force  would  be  ne- 
eessary. 

Mr.  NicBOLAssaid  that  Scom  information  he  bad 
of  persons  from  the  Western  counties,  he  believed 
that  some  force  should  be  statitmed  there.  There 
were  a  nimiber  of  persons  still  luring  about  who 
had  not  returned  to  tbeir  homes  naee  the  break- 
ios  oat  of  the  disturfaanees. 

Mr.  FiTzamoNS  wished-the  motion  agreed  to. 
The  Honae  are  in  possesrion,  he  oonceived,  o(  suf- 
ficient informaticn  to  pass  the  resolution.  When 
tbe  bill  comes  before  ttiem,  tbe  force  required,  and 
the  time  of  service,  would  become  objects  of  con- 
fident ion.  Some  members  have  information  on 
this  subject  which  they  no  doabt  will  communi- 
cate.  The  business  presses. 

Mr.  MoRRAT  made  mention  of  a  letter  received 
from  a  Qeneral  officer,  dated  the  13tb  of  Novem- 
ber, which  states  that  1,000  of  tbe  ini>urgents  have 
gone  down  the  Ohio  onarmed,  and  that  300  armed 
nad  crossed  tbe  Ohio,  and  declared  it  as  their  in- 
tention to  return  as  soon  asthe  Army  should  retire. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  tuwnimously,  re- 
ported and  adt^tcd  by  the  House,  and  Messrs. 
HoaiiAT,  HiLHODSB,  Kwl  OiLBfl,  appointed  a  com- 
nitMe  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

PRESIDENT'S  SPEECH. 

Tbe  House  again  resolved  i  tself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whob  House  on  the  Speech  of  the  Fbi- 
sinBRT  OP  THB  UNfTBD  Statbs  to  botb  Hooses  of 
Congress  ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Coouninee  rose  and  reported  the  following  reso- 
lations,  which  were  read  as  follows,  viz : 

1.  Jtetohed,  That  it  is  dieoiMnion  of  this  Committee 
diat  prorltion  ought  to  be  made  bj  Uw  for  raiatng  « 
fcrce,  to  be  composed  of  the  Militia  of  tiie  United  States, 
to  be  ststioDed  within  the  Western  oonntiee  of  Penn- 
qivsnia,  for  sodi  period  as  may  be  requistte  to  seeaie 
lie  CKMntioa  of  Ae  laws. 
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2.  XetoMt  Thatittatheo^nimortiiisCMumittee 
that  &rther  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law  fi>r  the 
redemption  of  the  Public  Debt. 

3.  Saolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee 
that  ft  plan  ought  to  be  prepared  for  the  better  organ- 
izing, arming,  and  disciplming  the  Wlitia  of  the  United 
States ;  and  further  to  provide  for  calling  them  forth  to 
execute  the  lam  of  the  Union,  suitress  insurrections, 
and  repel  invasions. 

4.  lUtohed,  That  it  is  the  ofrfnionof  this  Cmnmittee 
that  inqoiiy  ought  tobemadewhedmthefortifleations, 
which  have  ah-M^  been  lioNised  fay  law,  an  eommen- 
surate  with  the  fwblic  exigence. 

6.  Raolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee 
that  so  much  of  the  President's  Speech  as  relates  to 
improving  of  harmony  vrith  the  Indian  nations  within 
our  limits,  by  fixing  and  conducting  of  trading  honsest 
should  be  r^ned  to  a  special  oonunittee  to  report 
thereon. 

The  first,  second,  third,  and  fifth  resolutions, 
were  severaUy  read  the  second  time,  and,  oa  the 
question  pot  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  fourth  resolution  was  read  a  second  time, 
amended  at  the  Clerk's  table,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  follows: 

Jieaolved,  That  the  PaisinaitT  or  thb  UiimD 
States  be  requested  to  direct  the  proper  officers 
to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  pro- 
gress  made  in  the  fortifications  licensed  by  mw. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  first  resolution,  aod  thatMr.MnaaAy, 
Mr.  HiLLHODSB,  and  Mr.  Gilbb,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare aad  report  a  plan,  pursuant  to  the  second  reso- 
luttoA,  and  that  Mr.  William  Smith,  Mr.  Ahbs, 
Mr.  FiTZBiMOMS,  Mr.  Ddvall,  and  Mr.  Nicbolab, 
be  the  said  committee. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Giles,  Blr.  Sedgwick,  Mr. 
HnsTBB,  Mr.  Loou,  and  Mr.  Van  Corii.and,  be 
appointed  a  eommittee,  pursuant  to  the  first  part 
of  the  third  res(4ation. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Datton,  Mr.  HAiiTt.aT,Mr. 
Bbhjahin  BotTRMB,  Mr.  HABRWoif,  and  Mr.  Mc- 
DomiLL,  be  appointed  a  committee,  pursuaat  to 
the  second  pert  o(  the  thurd  resohition. 

Ordered,  That  Mt.Bailbt  and  Mr.  ARMSTnoNa 
be  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  Prbsi- 
nsNT  or  TUB  UMiTsn  Statbs  with  the  fourth 
resolutiMi. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pabegr,  Mr.  BLOUirr,  Mr. 
Boddinot,  Mr.  Finoley,  and  Mr.  Gsebni}?,  be 
appointed  a  committee,  pursuant  to  the  fifth  reso- 
lution. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  tiie 
PafisiDSNT  OF  the  Unitbd  SxA'raa: 
Gtntlemm  afthe  Semite,  and 

of  the  Ooute     Stpretentativea  ! 

1  Ikj  befbre  Congress  oi^es  of  a  Letter  from  Ae 
Qovemor  of  tiie  StiUe  of  New  Yoi^  and  of  the  exem< 
phAoatioii  of  an  Act  of  the  Legislators  thereof,  ratify- 
mg  the  amendment  of  the  Cooirtftution  of  the  United 
States,  proposed  1^  the  Senate  and  House  irf  R«aress»- 
Utives,  at  their  last  sssaioa,  nmeting  tfw  Jodkiil 
power.  Q.  WASHINGTON. 

XJmaa  Ssaibs,  Nmmier  >1, 17M. 
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The  said  Messa^  and  papers  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  papers, 
communicated  yesterday,  by  Message,  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States;  and  made  a 
farther  progress  therein. 


Monday,  November  24. 
THE  PRESIDENT'S  SPEECH. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  C  ommittee,  Mr. 
Cobb  in  the  Chair,  on  the  draft  of  the  Address  in 
answer  to  the  President's  Speech.  The  Address 
was  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  Dayton  rose  to  express  his  surprise  that, 
in  the  Address,  no  notice  whatever  had  been 
taken  of  that  part  of  the  Speech  which  related 
to  the  armr  under  General  Wayne,  and  of  the 
readiness  of  the  House  to  concur  in  the  lequtsite 
measures  for  a  proper  organization  of  the  militia. 
The  success  of  the  troops  under  General  Wayne 
might  contribute  very  materially  to  putting  an 
end  to  the  Indian  war,  and  thus  add  to  the  power 
of  discharging  a  part  of  the  Public  Debt.  He  then 
proposed  tne  following  motion : 

**  We  are  deeply  impressed  witfi  the  importance  of  an 
effectual  or^iMtion  of  the  militia.  We  rejoice  at  the 
intelligence  of  the  advance  and  succmb  of  the  Anny  un- 
der the  command  of  General  Wayne ;  whether  we  lo- 
faid  it  as  a  proof  of  the  pereeverance,  prowess,  and  au- 
pmiori^  of  our  troops,  or  as  a  happy  presage  to  oar  mi- 
fitaiy  operatiiHU  against  the  hostile  Indiana,  and  a  prob- 
■Ue  prelude  to  the  estaUishmmt  of  a  lasting  peace  upon 
terms  of  candor,  eqni^,  and  good  neighborhood— our 
pleasure  derived  mm  this  source  is  the  greater,  m  it 
incFeaaes  the  probabilify  of  soonn  teBtoiiiig  a  pert  of 
the  public  resources  to  the  desiraMe  object  of  redncuur 
the  Public  Debt." 

Mr.  MAniBON  had  no  olgection  to  this  amend- 
ment.  He  read  a  second  amendment  containing 
an  answer  to  the  following  part  ot  the  Preiiident's 
Speech: 

"  My  polity  m  oar  foreign  transactiona  has  been  to 
cultivate  peace  with  «U  the  worid,  to  observe  treaties 
with  pure  and  absolute  &ith,  to  check  every  deviation 
frwn  ttu  line  of  impertiaUty,  to  explain  what  may  have 
been  mn^^tehended,  and  correct  what  may  have  been 
itOuriooB  to  any  nation ;  and  having  thus  acquired  the 
right,  to  lose  no  time  in  acquiiii^  the  abili^,  to  insMt 
Vfoa  jnstiee  bemg  dime  to  oorselves." 

Mr.  Madison  moved  that  his  additional  amend- 
ment should  be  inserted  immediately  after  that  of 
Mr.  Dayton,  to  this  effect : 

'*  8<dicitous  also,  as  we  are,  for  the  preservation  of  peace 
with  all  nations,  we  cannot  otherwise  than  warmly  ap- 
prove of  o  policy  in  onr  foreign  transactions,  which 
never  loses  nght  of  that  blening." 

Mr.  Dayton  was  willing  that  the  clause  should 
be  annexed  to  his  original  motion. 

Mr.  HiLLHODSB  wished  the  word  yoiw  substitu- 
ted fw  the  article  a  (marked  in  italic  in  the  clause 
last  quoted,)  that  the  policy  of  the  Ezecutire 
nught  be  more  eleariy  pointed  to. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Hampshire,  said  he  had 
onfted  an  amradment  to  the  Address,  that  con- 


tained the  idea  the  gentleman  last  up  wished  n 
be  expressed,  and  another.  He  read  it  in  W 
place.   It  was  to  the  following  purport: 

**  Your  poli^  in  onr  finogn  transactioiu,  u  it  ian 
an  ardent  dispoeition  for  peace,  has  onr  b«*rty 
bation,  and  we  aasore  you  we  shall  omitnodrnga 
our  part  towards  acquiring  the  ability,  u  well  u  li^ 
of  exacting  from  all  nations  the  AilfihneDt  of  tkat^ 
ties  towards  as." 

Mr.  Dayton,  in  the  mean  time,  olserved  ihu 
there  was  no  necessary  connexion  between  iir 
amendment  and  that  of  Mr.  Madison.  He  ihen- 
fore  hoped  that  his.  with  respect  to  General  Wijk 
and  the  army  on  tne  Northwestern  fraitieT,«ttild 
pass  in  the  meantime.   This  was  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  SsnawiCK  said  that  the  House  had  bw 
often  obliged  to  the  pen  of  the  gaitlemaa  ftoa 
Vii^nia,  (Mr.  Madiso'n.)  Perhaps  thUgesv 
man  himself  would  be  disposed  to  think  tk 
amendment  of  the  member  from  GoDneetinL 
[Mr.  HiLLHooaE,j  better  than  his  own. 

Mr.  N1CH01.A8  preferred  the  amcndroent trf« 
Madison  to  any  other  that  had  been  propoW' 
He  imagined  that  the  one  offered  by  Mr. " 
Smith  pledged  the  House  to  approve  of  the  par 
tiadar  measures  adopt«l  by  the  Peesideht  «" 
foreign  Powers.  In  this  Mr.  N.  referred  specBllT 
to  the  mission  of  Mr.  Jay  to  the  Court  of  Low* 
We  are  not  acquainted  with  the  individual  pot- 
ers  or  instructions  granted  to  dut  finror- 
approbation  has  no  datum  on  which  it  can  ito- 
ceed,  and  how  are  the  Committee  to  pK>«"{,*f 
probation  for  what  they  do  not  know  1  The 
sinENT  woidd  laugh  at  such  conduct,  '^^^f^ 
mentof  Mr.  Madison  is  more  .IIJbS 
to  approve  general  priocijfdes,  but  not  inoiTwiw 
measures.  ■ 
Mr.  H11.LHOD8E  thought  that  he  had  bcCT  iMJ 
underetood.   His  amendment  did  not  go 
general  approbation  of  principles.  He  ne'*' 
tended  indiscriminate  applause.  l  j  ^ 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  that  the  Hon*  had^ 
themselves  into  a  labyrinth  of  amendments  u[w 
amendments.   It  was  very  difficult  to  vo 
Address  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  entirety  "f** 
exception.    The  matter  had  sunk  •■"'VSe 
verbal  dispute.    He  therefore  moved 
Committee  of  the  Whole  bow  rise,  ww  w**^ 
be  referred  back  to  the  special  comtai^^ 

Mr.  Dattok  knew  not  why  the  o^arojy^ 
Jay]  had  been  sent  to  Europe.  He  did  not  wjj 
what  were  his  instructions,  we  did 

approve,  or  say  that  he  app'O^^*.™  ^?'-nieBi- 
not  know.   He  was,  therefore,  against  iw 
ment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Oobbw»|^ 
That  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
far  enough.   Rather  than  vote  tor  sucn««^ 
he  would  reject  the  wiiole.  , 
Mr.  Giles  objected  to  the  motion  for  tne 
of  the  Committee.  The  Pbbsidbnt  hasno^i^jj, 
Speech,  said  that  the  House  are  u>form«iw  ^ 
motives  of  his  measures,  or  the  extent  w  ^ 
structioos  to  his  Envoy.  Why,  ^ZAea^. 
House  think  themselves  obliged  to  "PP^Jf  jero*! 


There  baa  already  intervened  a  delay 
days  since,  the  Speech  was  delivered. 
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swer  is  to  be  ffiveQ  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  given  im- 
mediatelv.  To  rise  and  refer  tne  draft  <h  the  Ad- 
dress back  again  to  the  committee  will  oot  mend 
the  matter. 

The  motion  for  rising  was  ncvatived. 

Mr.  Nicholas  then  rose  in  defence  of  Mr.  Mad- 
iaoN*B  amendment.  He  thou^t  the  House  should 
not  bow  80  much  to  the  ExeeutiTe  as  to  approve 
of  his  i»oceediDgs  without  knowing  what  they  are. 
Qentlemeu  say  that  they  do  not  mean  an  implicit 
amwobation.  Why,  then,  hazard  words  that  infer 
it  i  He  would  go  as  &r  in  thanking  the  Pneai- 
DEMT  as  any  person,  with  propriety,  could  go. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  insisted  that  the  amendment  of 
the  member  from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Hillhodse,] 
was  preferable  to  the  other.  The  Psesident  has 
said  that  his  policy  in  regard  to  foreign  nations  is 
founded  on  justice.  We  approve  of  tnat.  He  re- 
cites bis  motives.  They  are  also  approved.  Where, 
then,  is  the  danger  of  ezpressiog  a  general  appro- 
bation ?  Would  it  be  proper  to  give  an  approba- 
tion that  cannot  be  appropriate,  and  that  has  no 
definite  meaning?  Mr.  S.  mw  fur  fromdesign- 
ing  to  appror^  expUcitljr  or  unpUcitlj^  what  the 
Honse  were  not  acquainted  with.  He  only  in- 
tended to  convey  a  general  sentiment  of  approba- 
titm  i  and  he  saw  nothing  more  than  this  in  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman^  from  Connecticut. 

Mr.  HiLLBOUSG  never  designed  indiscriminate 
approbation;  nor  had  he  any  secret  meaning 
couched  under  the  words  of  his  amendment. 
When  he  had  any  thing  to  say  to  the  House,  he 
came  honestly  and  told  them  in  plain  words  what 
be  would  be  at.  He  meant  to  express  his  applause 
of  pacific  and  equitable  measures.  As  to  the 
question  so  often  referred  to,  [the  embassy  of  Mr. 
Jay,}  he  solemnly  declared  that  it  never  was  in 
his  mind  to  express  any  thing  about  it.  It  would 
come  before  another  body. 

Mr.  Madison  imagined  that,  in  his  motion  as 
now  worded,  every  person  mi^t  see  substantial 
aron^tion. 

Mr.  Ames. — Jealousy  may  become  habitual  as 
well  as  confidence.  Nothing  but  a  habit  of  jeal- 
ousy could  have  found  -  any  thing  of  a  secret  in 
this  verbal  distinction  of  your  {wucy  instead  of  a 
policy.  The  distinction  was  triflmg,  but,  if  there 
must  be  one,  he  preferred  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
HiLLHonsB.  His  reasons  for  this  preference  were 
so  minute  that  they,  perhaps,  had  bttle  more  value 
than  what  his  ^mi^aginat^on  chose  to  give  them. 
In  the  mean  time,  nobody  will  suppose  that  we  do 
not  approve  of  the  policy  of  the  pREsiDBitT  in  pre- 
ferring pacific  measures,  because  the  system  of 
peace  is  now  preferred  all  over  the  Continent  of 
America. 

Mr.  Dattoh  rose  to  make  a  reply  to  "remarks 
so  iUiberal.'* 

Mr.  Amsb  here  rose  again  and  said  that  the  gen- 
tleman certainly  could  not  mean  him. 

I  mean  that  ^rentleman,  Mr.  Spbakbr,  said  Mr. 
Datton.  pointing  to  Mr.  Ames.  He  has  accused 
me  of  "  nabits  of  jealousy."  To  this  char^  Mr. 
D.  rejoined  with  some  warmth.  He  again  de- 
dared  that  he  never  would  pledge  himseu  to  ap- 
prove of  the  nuasian  of  Mr.  Jay  tul  he  should  learn 


[H.opR. 


what  were  that  gentleman's  instructions.  He 
meant  to  draw  this  line  of  distinction,  to  give  ap- 

Cnbatton  of  general  principles,  but  not  of  particu- 
r  measures.  The  former  he  considered  as  im- 
plied in  the  amendment  of  Mr.  MAniBoii,  the  lat- 
ter in  that  of  Mr.  HiLLnoneB. 

Mr.  Vans  Murhay  considered  the  dispute  as 
resting  on  the  words  a  policy  and  your  policy.  He 
would  not  give  explicit  approbation  to  particular 
measures,  but  he  approved  the  gener^  principles 
on  which  the  Fresidekt  preferred  a  pacific  system. 

Mr.  Giles.— It  is  admitted  ou  aU  sides  of  the 
House,  that  we  approve  the  general  principles,  but 
will  not  pledge  ourselves  to  approve  the  particuhtr 
means.  It  is  best,  then,  to  adopt  the  least  equivo- 
cal words.  Mr.  G.  allowed  that  there  was  but  little 
difierence,  yet  he  should  vote  for  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Madison  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  Dbztbb,  in  opposition  to  the  seutiments  of 
the  gentleman  whonad  last  sat  down,  would  vote 
for  "yowr  policy,"  instead  of  "a  policy."  The 
latter  made  the  sentence  an  abstract  proposition. 
The  words  "your  policy,"  made  it  a  personal  ap- 
plication. The  omission  of  the  word  your  tended 
to  an  implicatitm  of  censure.  If  an  abstract  pro- 
position was  the  whole  meaning  intended  to  be 
expressed,  that  meaning  might  as  well  be  put  into 
any  other  place  as  into  an  Address  to  the  Fbbsi- 
DENT.  He  did  not  see  the  use  of  it.  Praise,  (said 
Mr.  V.,)  is  the  only  reward  which  a  person  re- 
ceives in  a  Republican  Gktvernment ;  or  at  least 
it  is  the  greatest  reward ;  and  if  withheld  where 
due,  the  efiect  must  be  pernicious.  Here  it  would 
be  of  more  particular  impropriety  to  withhold 
praise,  when  all  our  constituents  approve  the  pa- 
cific policy  of  the  President.  It  would  have 
been  a  matter  of  little  consequence  at  first,  whe- 
ther "  a  policy"  or  "your  policy"  had  been  adopt- 
ed, for  every  reader  would  have  understood  it  as 
an  approbauon  of  the  Pbesidbnt.  But  now,  after 
such  a  debate,  if  we  scrunle  at  the  word  your,  all 
die  world  will  conclude  that  we  mean  an  imiuied 
censure. 

Mr.  BoDDiMOT  said  that  he  adopted  the  word 
your  as  unequivocal.  He  had  no  meaning  but 
what  was  open  and  candid.  By  adopting  the 
amendment  the  House  would  make  that  hmguage 
explicit,  which  was  at  present,  at  least,  in  some 
degree,  ambiguous. 

Mr.  Tracy  pronounced  an  elegant  panegyric 
on  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  Pbesident 
OP  THE  United  States,  whom  no  man  admired 
more  sincerely  than  he  did,  though  he  could  not 
speak  thus  from  the  honor  of  enjoying  a  personal 
acquaintance.  He  recommended  to  Mr.  Madi- 
son rather  to  withdraw  his  motion  of  amendment 
alt<^ther  than  bring  it  forward  at  such  an  ex- 
pense of  the  good  temper  of  the  House.  The  pre- 
sent session  had  commenced  with  good  auspices, 
and  much  cordiality,  and  he  would  be  extremely 
sorry  to  disturb  its  tranquility. 

Mr.  MAniaon  said  that  he  felt  sensibly  the  force 
of  the  remarks  made  by  the  gentleman  who  wae 
last  up.  In  consequence  of  these  remwks,  he 
should  be  happr  to  withdraw  his  amendment 
This  was  aecordingly  done. 


Prenden^B  Speeeh. 
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It  was  then  proposed.that  the  Committee  of  the 
.  Whole  House  should  rise,  aod  report  the  draft 
of  the  Address  as  originally  giren  id  by  the  spe- 
cial committee,  with  the  additional  amendment 
that  had  been  proposed  by  Mr.  Dayton,  and 
adopted. 

Mr.  FiTZBiHONs  tbeQ  rose  and  said,  that  it 
would  seem  somewhat  iocongruous  for  the  House 
to  pzesent  an  Address  to  the  President  which 
omitted  all  notice  d*  ao  rery  important  an  article 
in  his  Speech  as  that  refenmg  to  the  self-created 
societies.  Blr.  F.  then  read  an  amendment,  which 
gave  rise  to  a  rezr  interesting  debate.  The 
amendment  was  in  these  words : 

"  As  part  of  this  ratgect,  we  cannot  withhold  oar  re- 
.  jobation  of  the  sel^created  aocietiest  wbieh  have  risen 
np  in  some  parts  of  the  Uniou,  misr^veaenting  the 
conduct  of  the  Government,  and  distoibing  the  opera- 
tioD  <rf'the  laws,  and  which,  by  decMring  and  inflaming 
the  ignorant  and  the  weak,  may  naturally  be  suf^WMd 
to  have  rtimalated  and  urged  the  insurrection." 

These  are  "  iostitutions,  not  strictly  unlawful, 
yet  not  less  fatal  to  good  order  and  true  liberty ; 
and  reprehensible  in  the  degree  that  our  system 
of  goVemment  approaches  to  perfect  political  free- 
dom." 

Mr.  Giles  stated  at  large  his  sentiments  as  to 
this  expression  in  the  Speech  of  the  President 
about  self-created  societiss.  The  tone  of  that  pas- 
sage in  the  Speech  had  made  a  great  deal  of  noise 
without  doors,  and  it  was  likely  to  produce  a  con- 
siderable ajpitation  within  doors.  [Here  a  motion 
was  made  ior  the  rising  of  the  Committee.]  Mr. 
G.  did  not  wish  to  press  himself  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee,  but  if  they  were  disposed 
to  hear  him,  he  was  prepared  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Sedowick  objected  to  the  rising  of  the 
Committee.  The  House  had  been  often  enter- 
tained and  informed  by  the  ingenuity  of  that  gen- 
tleman^ho  was  now  prepar^  to  address  them. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  considered  it  as  opposite  to  the 
practice  of  the  House  for  a  member  to  move  that 
a  Committee  should  rise,  at  the  very  time  when 
gentlemen  had  declared  themselves  ready  to  de- 
uver  their  sentiments. 

[It  was  repeatedly  inquired  from  the  Chair,  by 
whom  this  motion  was  made.  No  answer  was 

S'ven ;  and  it  seemed  to  be  the  unanimous  wish  of 
e  House  that  Mr.  Giles  should  proceed,  which 
he  did.]  Mr.  G.  began  by  declarmg  tha^  when 
he  saw,  or  thought  he  saw,  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives about  to  erect  itself  into  au  office  of 
censorship,  he  could  not  sit  silent.  He  did  not 
rise  with  tne  hope  of  making  proselytes,  but  he 
trusted  that  the  fiat  of  no  person  m  An^erica  should 
evv  be  taken  for  truth,  implicitly,  and  without 
eviaeuee. 

Mr.  Giles  next  entered  into  an  encomium  of 
some  length  on  the  public  services  and  personal 
character  of  the  Pbebidbnt.  He  vindicated  him- 
self from  any  want  of  respect  or  esteem  towards 
him.  He  then  entered  into  an  examination  of  the 
propriety  of  the  expression  employed  by  the  Pre- 
sident, with  regard  to  self-created  societies.  Mr. 
G.  said,  that  there  was  not  an  individual  in  Ame- 
rica, who  might  not  come  under  the  charge  of  being 


a  member  of  someone  or  other  self-created  societj. 
As50ciatii»is  of  this  kind,  religious,  political,  im 
philosophical,  were  to  be  found  in  every  quute 
of  the  Continent.   The  Baptists  and  Metbodiiti. 
for  example,  might  be  termed  self-created  socieiiei 
The  people  calleJ  the  Friends,  were    the  ame 
kind.   Every  pulpit  in  the  United  States  migkt 
be  included  in  this  vote  of  censiite,  since,  fno 
every  one  of  them,  upon  occasion,  instruetioiubid 
been  delivered,  not  only  for  the  eternal  welhit. 
but  likewise  for  the  temporal  happiness  of  theixo- 
ple.   There  had  been  other  societies  m  Paioiyl- 
vania  for  several  purposes.  The  venerable  Frani- 
tin  had  been  at  the  head  of  one,  entitled  a  socien 
for  political  information.    They  had  criminatol 
the  conduct  of  the  Groveruor  of  this  State  loiioi 
the  Governors  of  other  States,  yet  they  werenoi 
prosecuted  or  disturbed.    There  was,  if  ne  mistoM 
not,  once  a  society  in  this  State,  for  the  pur[|« 
of  opposing  or  subrertiug  the  existing  Consiiw- 
tion.    They  also  were  unmolested.  IfihenM* 
are  to  censure  the  Democratic  societies, thermipv 
do  the  same  by  the  Cincinnati  Society. 
of  the  way  of  the  Legislature  to  attempt  cbecm 
or  restraining  public  opinion.   If  the  self-creaw  | 
societies  act  contrary  to  law,  they  are  unprotecitt  i 
and  let  the  law  pursue  them.   That  a  man  ut  | 
member  of  one  of  these  societies  will  not  piwfct 
him  from  an  accusation  for  treason,  if  the  eav^ 
is  well  founded.  If  the  charge  is  not  well  founi^ 
if  the  societies,  in  tbeir  proceedings,  keep  vim 
the  verge  of  the  law,  Mr.  G.  would  be  ^ 
learn  vwiat  was  to  be  the  sequel  1   If  the  Hoiw 
undertake  to  censure  particular  classes  of 
who  can  tell  where  they  will  stop? 
maybe  advisable  to  commence  moral  philoscipi*^- 
and  compose  a  new  system  of  ethics  for 
zens  of  America.   In  that  case,  there  wouM  W 
many  other  subjects  for  censure,  as  well  as  the  sol- 
created  societies.   Land-jobbing,  for  s**"'!''^^ 
been  in  various  instances  brought  to  such  a  pa» 
that  it  might  be  defined  swindling  on  a  broad  scatt- 
Paper  money,  also,  would  be  a  subject  ot  «^ 
tolerable  fertuity  for  the  censure  of  a 
Mr.  G.  proceeded  to  enumerate  other  pwucuu^ 
on  this  head,  and  again  insisted  on  the  sufficieK) 
of  the  existing  laws  for  the  punishment  ot  tro] 
existing  abuse.   He  observed,  that  gentlemen 
sent  to  this  House,  not  for  the  purpose  ™  I*^ 
indiscriminate  votes  of  censure,  wit 
only.   By  adopting  the  amendment  of  Mr. '  |»; 
81M0N8,  the  House  would  only  produce  .r^'rL 
nation  on  the  part  of  the  societies,  and 
into  much  more  importance  than  they  P'^J. 
could  have  acquired  if  they  had  not  been 
guished  by  a  vote  of  censure  from  Uiat 
Gentlemen  were  interfering  with  a  *^**?**n^ 
and  they  would  be  much  wiser  to  let  the  u«r 
cratic  societies  ahme.  Did  the  House  im>(r 
that  their  censure,  like  the  wand  of  a 
would  lay  a  spell  on  these  peojde  ^  It 
quite  the  contrary,  and  the  wcr^iBsUOD  w 
societies  would  develope  the  propriety 
meddled  with  them  at  all.  One  thing  ought  ner" 
to  be  forgotten,  that  U  these  people  »>^Jl^ 
the  law  was  open  to  punish  them ;  and  u  *»' 
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not,  they  would  care  rery  little  for  a  vote  of  tbat 
HoBse.  Why  all  this  particular  deriatioa  from 
the  eommoD  line  of  basiness  to  pass  random  rotes 
ot  CMUure'?  The  American  mind  was  too  en- 
lightraed  to  bear  the  interposition  of  this  House, 
to  assist  either  in  their  contemplations  or  conclu- 
aious  on  this  subject.  Members  sre  not  sent  here 
to'djeal  out  applauses  or  censures  ia  this  way.  Mr. 
O.  rejected  all  aiming  at  a  restraint  ob  die  opnions 
of  pnrate  perxHis.  As  to  the  soeieties  themselTes, 
Mr.  Q.  personally  had  nothing  to  do  with  them, 
DOT  was  he  aoquainted  with  any  of  the  persons 
concerned  in  their  <winnal  organization. 

Mr.  Lyhan  hoped  Utat  the  member  from  Penn- 
sytraaia  would,  upon  reflection,  withdraw  his 
amendment  Mr.  L.  consideTed  it  to  be  as  impro- 
per to  pass  a  rote  of  censure,  as  it  would  be  to 
pass  a  TOte  of  approbatton.  He  did  not  wish  to 
pre  printers  an  oi^rtunity  of  publishing  debates 
that  had  better  he  suppressed.  Besides,  where 
will  this  Ixisiness  of  censorship  end  t  It  would  be 
much  better  not  to  meddle  with  the  Democratic 
societies  at  all.  Some  of  them  were  perfectly 
sensible  that  they  had  gone  too  far.  He  should, 
therefore,  move  that  this  Committee  do  now  rise, 
■ad  that  the  Chairman  Mport  the  Address  as  it  now 
stands. 

Mr.  Tbatoheb  hoped  that  his  colleague  would 
not  insist  en  taking  that  qaesticm  just  nowj  before 
other  gentlemm  had  an  opportunity  of  delirering 
their  sentiments. 

Mr.  Lthan  in  rei>ly,  said  tbat  gentlemen  were 
at  liberty,  in  discussing  his  motion,  to  ^1  their 
minds  as  to  the  self-created  societies. 

Mr.  Sbdgwick  requested  that  Mr.  Lyman  would 
take  this  motion  out  of  the  way.  Mr.  L.  with- 
drew it. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  then  rose,  and  entered  at  large, 
into  the  subject.  He  said,  that  if  the  Committee 
withheld  an  expression  of  their  sentiments  in  re- 
nrd  to  the  societies  pointed  out  by  the  President, 
meir  silence  would  be  an  arowed  desertion  of  the 
BxeentiTe.  He  had  no  Bcraple  to  declare  that  the 
condoet  of  these  people  had  tended  to  blow  np 
Ae  tesorrection.  Aarertisg  to  Mr.  Gilbs,  he 
thonght  the  assertion  of  tfaltt  gentleman  too  broad, 
when  he  spoke  of  not  meddling  with  the  opinions 
of  other  man  pdlitical  societies. 

He  cimsidered  the  dissemination  of  impro- 
per sentiments  as  a  suitable  object  for  the  punlic 
reprobation  of  that  House.  Suppose  an  agricul- 
tural society  were  to  estaUish  itself,  and  under 
that  title  to  dissetninate  (pinions  subversiTe  of 
good  order;  the  difoence  of  a  name  should  not 
make  Mr.  S.  think  them  exempted  fnnn  becoming 
dbiects  of  justice.  Would  any  man  say  that  the 
sole  object  of  self-created  societies  has  been  the 
pnUioation  of  political  doctrines  ?  The  whole,  of 
thtir  proceedings  has  been  a  chain  cf  censures  on 
the  conduct  of  Qorernment  If  we  do  not  sup- 
port the  PnmnsMT,  die  siknce  of  the  Hooseinll 
be  interpreted  into  an  im^ied  ^aappnAation  of 
that  part  of  his  Speech.  He  will  be  left  in  a  di- 
lemma. It  will  be  said  that  he  has  committed 
himself. 

Mr.  8.  deelarad  that  h«  was  a  friend  to  the  free- 
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dom  of  the  press ;  but  would  any  one  compare  a 
regular  town  meeting  where  deliberations  were 
cool  and  unruffled,  to  the^e  societies,  to  the  noc- 
turnal meetines  of  individuals,  after  they  hare 
dined,  where  they  shut  their  doors,  pass  TOtes  in 
8ecre^  and  admit  no  members  into  their  societies, 
but  those  of  their  own  choosing  7  Mr.  S.,  by  .way 
of  Ulostraticm,  observed,  that  tub  House  had  never 
done  much  buuness  after  dinner.  In  objection  to 
this  amendment  it  had  been  stated,  that  dke  self- 
created  societies  would  acquire  importance  from 
a  vote  of  censure  passed  on  them.  They  were, 
for  his  part,  welcome  to  the  whole  importance 
that  such  a  Tote'  could  ffire  them.  He  complained 
in  strong  terms,  of  the  calumnies  and  slanders 
which  they  had  propagated  against  Government. 
Every  gentleman  who  thought  that  these  clubs 
had  done  mischief,  was  by  this  amendment  called 

Xn  to  avow  his  opinion.  This  was  the  whole. 
S.  be^ed  the  House  to  take  notice,  and  he 
repeated  his  words  once  or  twice,  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  go  into  the  constitution  of  these  societies, 
or  to  say  that  they  were  iUegaL  The  question 
before  the  Hoose  was  not  whether  these  societies 
were  illegal  or  not,  but  whether  they  have  been 
mischievous  in  their  crasequenees. 

Mr.  McDowell  was  of  opinion  that  the  term 
self-created  societies,  was  too  indefinite.  He  pro- 
fessed the  highest  respect  for  the  character  of  the 
Pbbsident  ;  but  he  did  not  think  that  the  proposed 
vote  of  censure  would  be  any  eligible  proof  of  it. 
The  House  of  Representatives  were  assembled  not 
to  volunteer  in  passing  votes  of  reprobation  on  so- 
cieties, or  individuals,  but  to  legislate.  He  wished 
that  gentlemen,  instead  of  losing  their  time  on 
such  frivolous  (md  inflammatory  amendments, 
would  proceed  to  the  proper  business  of  the  House. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  seemed  to 
be  well  acquainted  with  Democratic  societies.  It 
was  rerf  true  that  they  had  publisbed  resdutioas 
reprobating  the  Assumption  business,  and  the  sys- 
tem of  Fira<Ung}  but  the  rest  of  the  peoi^e,  as  inU 
as  Dnnoeratic  societies,  had  very  generally  cen- 
«red  the  Assumption  and  the  Funding  transact- 
imu.-  He  thought  that  some  laws  had  been  passed 
whkh  answered  no  good  purpose,  nor  indeed  any 
purpose,  but  that  of  irritatine  tbe  puMic.  The 
present  amendment,  he  considered  as  destrucHve 
not  only  to  the  intercourse  of  domestic  society, 
but  that  it  involved  a  prospect  of  throwing  restraint 
upoB  the  conduct  of  gentlemen  in  the  House  of 
Representatives.  With  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  GiLEsJ  he  was  satisfied  that  the  amend- 
ment, if  adopted,  would  have  no  weight  whatever 
with  the  citizens  of  the  United  States;  as  they 
were  too  enlightened  to  accept  of  oinnions  from 
their  Representatives. 

Mr.  Tbact  had  imagined  that  no  man  would 
have  the  hard^Hwd  to  come  forward  in  that  House 
and  vindicate  these  societies.  He  quoted  fmn 
the  rana^  at  Mr.  McDowell,  the  word&  *|  yovr 
Wanton  laws,lM«otten  in  darkness,  first  raised  insnr- 
reotion and  likewise  some  other  words  about  the 
enormous  expense  of  millions  for  the  Western 
expeditiiHi.  Mr.^T.,  after  reading  these  enressions 
from  a  memnandum,  which  he  held  in  his  hand. 
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declared  his  surprise,  that «  gentleman,  whom  he 
knew  to  possess  the  candor  and  good  sense  of  the 
member  from  North  Carolina,  could  suffer  such 
language  .to  escape  him.  He  was  certain  that  the 
gentleman,  if  he  bad  not  been  somewhat  in  a  hurry, 
never  would  have  permitted  these  words  to  pass 
from  his  lips. 

Quitting  this  toDie,  Mr.  T.  said,  that  he  would, 
for  his  own  part,  be  disposed  to  let  these  societies 
alone,  and  leare  them  to  the  chastisement  of  their 
own  consciences.  If  they  were  to  say,  "  Gentle- 
men, you,  as  tyrants,  make  laws,  and  slaves  obey 
them,"  I  would  answer,  said  Mr.  T.,  »  It  IS  very 
rash.  Think  again,  before  you  say  this  again.  We 
believe  that,  from  inadvertency,  some  things  have 
escaped  from  Democratic  societies,  which  they 
had  not  well  weighed,  and  which  had  a  bad  effect 
on  weak  and  ignorant  pco^e  in  the  Western 
counties  of  Pennsylvania.  You  have  seen  the 
bad  effects  of  your  temerity.  Take  care  before 
^you  publish  any  such  thing  again."  Mr.  T.  said, 
this  IS  all  the  loigth  which  we  mean  to  go,  and 
can  anybody  object  to  this  1  The  Democratic  so- 
cietiesform  but  a  very  small  portion  of  the  people 
of  America.  Where  is  the  oarm  in  saying  that 
one  hundredth,  or,  I  believe  I  might  say,  not  more 
than  one  thousandth  part  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  hare  been  mistaken,  and  that  they 
have  been  imprudent  in  printing  certain  indiscreet 
resolutions  ?  Mr.  T.  declared  that  if  the  Presi- 
nsNT  bad  not  spoke  of  the  matter,  he  should  have 
been  willing  to  let  it  alone,  because  whenever  a 
subject  of  tltat  kind  was  touched,  there  were  cer- 
tain gentlemen  in  that  House  who  shook  their 
backs,  like  a  sore-backed  horaejuid  cried  out  The 
Liberties  of  the  people !  Mr.  T.  wished  only  that 
the  House,  if  their  opinion  of  these  societies  cor- 
responded with  that  of  the  Psssident,  should  de- 
elfure  that  they  had  such  an  opinion.  This  was 
quite  different  from  attempting  to  legislate  on  the 
subject.  Has  not  the  Legislature  done  so  before  ? 
Is  there  any  impropriety  m  paying  this  mark  of 
respect  to  a  man  to  whom  all  America  owes  such 
indelible  obligations?  He  thought  that  this  de- 
claration from  the  House  of  Representatives  would 
tend  to  discourage  Democratic  societies,  by  unit- 
ing all  men  of  sense  against  them.  Mr,  T.  said, 
that  perhaps  the  member  who  spoke  last,  might 
be  connected  with  some  of  these  societies,  of  which 
he  entertained  so  favorable  an  impression. 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  that  he  wanted  the  House 
to  aroid  quarrels,  and  to  mind  their  proper  busi- 
ness of  legidation.  He  declared  that  he  was  not 
a  member  of  any  such  society.  He  did  not  know 
that  he  had  ever  been  in  the  company  of  a^ 
person  who  was  a  member  of  any  of  them.  He 
was  even,  he  declared  upon  his  honor,  ignorant 
whether  there  were,  or  ever  had  been,  any  such 
societies  iu  North  Carolina.  He  Averted  to 
the  simile  of  the  sore-backed  horse,  and  said, 
that  he  believed  his  luck  to  have  been  rubbed 
harder  in  the  last  war,  than  that  of  the  gentleman. 
He  imagined  that  these  societies  had  done  both 
good  and  harm,  and  again  declared,  that  he  could 
not  consent  to  a  rote  of  indiscriminate  reproba- 
tion* 
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Mr.  Daytoh  was  heartilr  for  the  amendatMat. 
He  obsenred  that  he  wanted  no  evidence  to  aatiify 
him,  as  to  the  gentleman  not  being  a  member  a 
any  of  these  societies.  If  he  had  been  coimected 
with  them,  he  would  have  known  their  prinei^es 
better  than  he  seems  to  do.  Mr.  D.  said  thai 
many  persons  in  New  Jersey,  who  had  been  the 
most  violent  against  the  excise  law  were  equally  so 

Xinst  the  insurgents ;  and  though  their  opinioi 
he  law  itself  was  unaltered,  which  they  made 
no  scruble  of  openly  declaring,  yet  they  did  not, 
on  that  account,  hesitate  about  marching  against 
the  insurgents.  They  did  not  suppose  that  one 
obooxious  statute  was  any  reason  for  over  tunui^ 
the  Federal  Constitution.  The  murmurs  against 
the  excise  law  in  New  Jersey  had  been  eonveind 
into  universal  silence,  because  no  man  would  tcd- 
ture  to  express  his  discontent,  at  iheliazud  of  be- 
ing suspected  of  being  a  friend  to  the  inraigents. 
That  the  Democratic  societies  had  produced  the 
most  mischievous  effecte  in  the  Western  coantin 
there  could  be  no  question.  Letters  had  been  re- 
ceived from  officers  in  the  Army,  who  were  the 
most  respectaUe  characters,  and  who,  from  au- 
thentic information,  had  affirmed  the  fact.  It 
bad  been  stated  that  these  people  would  tecrinu- 
nate  upon  the  HousCj  and  it  had  even  been  hinted 
that  their  recriminations  might  effect  the  PaEsi- 
OENT.  That  man,  said  Mr.  D.,  is  above  theii 
censure.  He  believed  that  if  their  censures  had 
any  effect  at  all,  it  would  be  to  do  the  PRBSunKT 
honor. 

Mr.  Nicholas.— When  we  see  an  attempt  made 
in  this  House  to  reiwobate  whole  societiea,  on  ac- 
count of  the  conduct  of  individuals,  it  may  truly 
be  suspected  that  aome  of  die  membm  of  Um 
House  have  sore  backs.  The  PaEBinBHT  has  beca 
apprised  of  the  absurdity  of  making  this  a  Legisla- 
tive business.  Here  Mr.  N.  read  a  passage  from 
the  Pbbsidbnt's  Speech,  to  show,  that  the  notice 
taken  of  self-created  societies  was  not  int«ided 
for  a  topic  of  discussi<m  in  that  House.  The  pass- 

Xwas  expressly  addressed  to  every  description 
litizeos : 

"  And  when  in  the  calm  moments  of  redM^km,  tfacf 
shsU  have  retraced  the  oi^in  and  progrMs  of  tin  in* 
Burrection,  let  them  detennine,  whether  it  has  been  fe- 
mented  by  comfainatimu  of  men,  who,  caieleH  of  cob- 
•equences,"  dec. 

Was  this  an  address  to  the  two  Houses  1  Did 
this  passage  show  that  the  Pkesiobnt  waated 
them  to  intenucddle?  Were  they  called  upon  to 
give  an  opinion?  Where eould  be  the  pretence  for 
anything  of  this  sort?  The  House  have  made  acta 
The  Democmtfc  societies  reprobate  them,  and 
then  the  House  reprobate  the  Democratic  soeifr- 
ties.  When  you  first  cut  a  man*8  throat,  and  diere- 
after  call  him  a  rascal,  do  you  suppose  that  your 
accusation  will  ^ect  the  man's  reputation  ?  The 
House,  by  passing  this  vote  censure,  would  make 
themselves  a  party,  and  lose  a  title  to  unsuspected 
confidence.  Mr.  N.  declared,  that,  for  bis  own  part, 
he  never  had  any  concern  with  these  societies,  nor 
ever  to  his  knowledge  had  spent  an  hoar  with  any 
person  who  was  a  member  of  them.  He  rather, 
if  any  tlung}  despised  them.  He  had  always  thought 
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them  the  very  worst  advocates  for  the  caiue  which, 
they  espoused  i  but  he  had  come  two  htiadred 
miles  to  legislate,  aad  uot  to  reprobate  private 
societies.  He  was  not  paid  by  bis  constituents 
fox  (loiug  business  of  that  sort.  The  Prebidbnt 
kmew  the  business  of  the  House  better  than  to  call 
for  any  such  votes  of  censure.  It  was  wrong  to 
condemn  societies  for  particular  acts.  That  there 
never  should  be  a  Democratical  society  in  Ame- 
rica, said  Mr.  N.,  I  would  give  my  most  hearty 
consent ;  hut  I  cannot  a^ee  to  persecution  for  the 
sake  of  opinions.  With  respect  either  to  the  pro* 
priety  or  the  power  of  suppressing  them,  Mt.  N. 
was  in  both  cases  equally  of  opiuioa  that  it  was 
much  better  to  let  them  alone.  They  must  stand 
or  jail  by  the  g[eneral  sentiments  of  the  j>eople  of 
America.  Is  it  possible  that  these  societies  can 
exist,  for  aov  length  of  time,  when  they  are  of  no 
real  use  to  ue  country  1  No.  But  this  amend- 
ment will  make  the  people  at  large  imagine  that 
they  are  of  consequence. 

Mr.  Davton  said,  that  these  societies  had  pro< 
duced  the  Western  insurrection,  and,  theteforCj  the 
Committee  were  just  as  well  entitled  to  institute 
an  inquiry  in  this  case,  as  formerly,  regarding  the 
failure  of  the  expedition  of  Geneml  St.  Clair. 

The  Committee  now  rose,  and  reported  pro- 
greas,  and  had  leave  to  .at  again. 


TvBSDAY,  November  35. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  Jaheb  Gillespie, 
from  North  Carolina,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat 
in  the  House. 

Mr.  MuBKAY,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  calf 
oat  and  station  a  corps  of  militia  in  the  four  West- 
ern counties  of  Pennsylvania,  for  a  limited  time ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  extending  the  privi- 
lege of  Cranking  to  James  White,  the  Dele^te 
from  the  Southwestern  Territory,  and  making 
provision  for  his  compensation ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  re- 
ported an  amendment,  wliich  was  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Resolved,  That  the  Pbeudent  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  direct  the  proper  ofEicer 
to  state  to  this  House  the  difficulties  and  incon- 
Tenieaees  which  have  occurred  in  the  execution 
of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  more  effectually  to 
provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  £stablishiog 
an  uniform  Mttitia  throughout  the  United  States.^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Moobb  and  Mr.  Gordon 
be  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent with  the  foregoing  resolution. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  .States: 
GmtUmen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  HouM  of  Repratentativtt  t 

I  l^y  b«fi>ce  you  a  irthnCTrt  «f  th«  tfoofw  in  Ae  mi» 
*iw  of  the  UnitMl  etatei,  wUA  hM  ban  siliMiMd  Aa 
3d  CoH.— 30 
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me  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  It  will  lert  with  Con- 
gress to  consider  and  determine whetherfurther  induce- 
ments shall  be  held  out  for  enl«ruig  hito  the  military 
service  of  Ae  United  States,  in  order  to  complete  ttM 
estatdbhmMit  anduniied  fay  law. 

O.  WASHIKCTON. 
CirmB  States,  Nevember  S6,  17M. 

The  said  Message  and  statement  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

THE  PRESIDENT'S  SPEECH. 

The  House  went  again  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Address  to  the  PftBSioiNT  and  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Fitzbiuons — Mx.  Cobb  in  the 
Chaic 

Mr.  Murbav  said,  that  he  did  not  altooether 
like  the  wording  of  the  aiaendment  now  oefore 
the  Hou«e.  He  had  hoped  that  «om«  modifieatr* 
titm  of  it  would  have  been  prepared  hf  some  of 
its  friends ;  but  as  none  was  offeied,  and  there  was 
a  call  for  the  qncKtioB,  he  would  vote  for  it  rather 
than  afainst  it.  He  said,  that  he  had  not  been 
personally  attacked  by  any  of  the  tribunals  in 
question,  and  no  furtber  inured  hy  their  nlaofai- 
nati<»)s  than  as  he  was  a  citizen  of  a  free  Re]>ub' 
lie,  in  whose  prosperity  he  felt  the  closest  possible 
union,  and  in  whose  calamities  he  of  course  felt 
great  sympathy.  Among  the  various  sources  of 
the  late  calamity,  the  Phesidbnt  had  traced  and 
designated  certain  self-created  societies^  who  had 
arrogated  the  management  of  puUic  opmions  and 
afiairs,  and  whom  be  had  declared  to  have  bean, 
in  his  opinion,  instrumental  in  fomenting  the  late 
insurrection.  Mr.  M.  confessed  that  be  had  Seia- 
ed,  last  winter,  lest  the  distHganizingapixit  which 
had  gone  abroad  in  the  shape  of  resolatiou  from 
these  societies,  would  have  produced  the  effect 
aseribed  to  ^em  by  the  Prebiobht.  The  coib- 
duct  of  the  Democratic  clube,  or  those  of  them 
with  which  he  had  most  acquaintance,  appealed 
to  him  to  have  been  instrameMal  to  an  evaU 
which  threatened  destruction  to  legitimate  Go- 
vernment. If  we  believa  this  to  be  the  case,  Mr. 
M.  knew  no  motive,  duty,  or  policy,  which  ought 
to  restrain  us  at  this  period  ftom  saying  that  we 
believe  it,  and  frt»n  Lamenting  it.  Our  deckra- 
tioa  will  rather  hold  out  a  caution  to  the  thought- 
less, than  inflict  legal  penalties  upon  their  follies. 
It  will  preaent  to  our  fellow-citizens  a  memorable 
example  of  one  source  of  error  and  pc^tical  mis- 
fortune, by  showing  them  the  danger,  which  has 
already  coat  above  twelve  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. He  could  not  Ke  any  evil  that  was  to  lemU 
from  an  expreanon  of  the  opinion  of  toe  Houw, 
by  the  proposed  amendment.  It  had  not  the  quali- 
ty of  law ;  for,  if  a  law  were  proposed  for  the  abo- 
lition of  these  societies,  be  would  onpose  it.  This 
amendment  to  the  Address  would  operate  ai  an 
advice.  It  curtails  not  the  right  of  a  fr^  press, 
which  Mr.  M.  held  to  be  the  luminary  of  the  pub- 
lic mind.  It  would  tend  to  excite  a  judicious  and 
salutary  inquiry  among  many  respecting  the  just 
and  true  limits  within  which  a  virtuous  and  «i- 
ligbteoed  well-wisher  to  eur  country  would  think 
it  siUe  to  exercise  this  ri^t.  Of  the  inutility  and 
daafer  of  ««eh  soektie*  in  this  eoonliy,  he  had 
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little  doubt.  The  scene  of  their  birth>place  was 
well  adapted  to  the  wholesome  display  of  their 
powers.  In  France,  where  a  Despotism,  impreg- 
nable to  public  opinion,  had  reigned — where  no 
ehannel  opened  a  sympathy  by  Representation 
with  the  great  body  of  the  nation — tluwe  societies 
were  admirably  adapted  to  break  dom  and  sub- 
vert the  old  bnlwark  of  habitual  authority.  But 
in  America  the  case  was  widely  different.  Look 
at  the  immense  body  of  public  functionaries,  who 
In  this  country  are  elected  immediately  by  the 
people,  or  by  their  electors,  in  a  Consututional 
modej  and  say  whether  they  are  not  adequate  as 
functionaries  to  the  public  purposes  of  the  coun- 
try. Including  every  description  of  Legislators, 
Councils,  Governors,  Courts,  Jurors,  and  Sheriffs, 
there  are  above  twelve  thousand.  Of  these,  more 
than  eleven  hundred  are  actual  Legislators,  be- 
sides the  hundred  in  this  House,  and  those  above 
stairs.  These  all  act  in  the  States,  counties,  town- 
ship^ and  hundreds,  in  separate  out  relauve  cir- 
cles, so  as  to  preclude  a  partial  attention  to  any 
one  scene,  to  the  exclusion  of  another.  The  whole 
coimtrr  is  AiU  of  well-constituted  oigans  of  the 
People's  will.  Many  of  these  Legislatures  are  in 
sessicm^  twice  a  year,  and  all  of  them  annually. 
We  might  be  emfused  by  their  immense  number, 
were  they  not  so  admiraUy  dispersed  over  the 
Cmitinent.  and  did  they  not  move  under  the  guid- 
ance of  the  laws,  with  the  harmony  of  die  s^eres. 
It  would  not  be  easy  to  oi^fanize  the  nation  into 
a  more  multitarious  shape. 

The  case  maintained  by  Mr.  Dayton  yesterday 
-appeared  to  be  strong.  He  said  that  we  had  in- 
quired into  the  defeat  of  St.  Clair's  Army,  and  so 
we  might  into  the  causes  of  the  insurrection.  To 
point  it  out  to  a  people  so  enlightened,  will  be  to 
prevent  it  in  future.  If  the  House  agree  in  opin- 
ion with  the  President,  they  will  speak  their 
(pinion,  and  do  their  duty.  This  declaration  goes 
to  the  constituent  body,  through  the  Execunve; 
■and,  while  it  gratifies  their  inquiries  in  a  point  of 
so  much  solicitude,  it  erects  a  warhtng  nauMm. 
It  shows  to  them  the  stormy  breakers  wniefa  late- 
ly threatened  the  public  peace  with  shipwreck, 
whI  invites  them  to  adhere  to  pilots  of  their  own 
choosinff,  and  to  charts  with  which  they  are  ac- 
quainted. 

If  the  President  had  not  thought  some  the 
societies  instrumental  in  producing  the  late  ca- 
lamity, they  would  not  have  attracted  hia  notice, 
UOT  that  of  the  House.  It  is  because  ther  are  be- 
lieved to  hare  assisted  and  fomented  the  insur- 
rection, that  our  constituents  ought  to  be  warned 
agunst  them ;  and  that  another  necessity  for  ex- 
oling  their  patriotism  may  be  saved  to  those  brave 
men  who  are  at  present  encountering  every  diffi- 
cnlty  in  the  West.  These  societies  are  not  at- 
touad  ti^  because,  however  offmsiTe  some  of 
their  proceedhin  aud  doctrines  may  have  been, 
^Mh^rights  of  the  press  ought  not  to  be  freely 

Mr.  FiTZBiMONs  had  no  violent  predilection  for 
any  performance  of  his  own.  He  nad,  therefore, 
to  prevent  so  much  disfrnting,  premred  to  vrith- 
dnw  his  motion,  pioTtded  the  Committee  be 


willing  that  he  should  do  so,  and,  in  the  room  of 
this  motion,  he  would  read  another,  for  which  he 
was  indebted  to  a  gendraian  at  his  ri^t  hand, 
[Mr.  B.  BouBNE.] 

The  Committee  consented.  The  former  mo- 
tion was  withdrawn,  and  the  other  was  read. 
This  was  an  echo  of  ^t  part  o(  the  Speech  of 
the  Prebiobht  triiieh  mentions  self-created  sode> 
ties. 

Mr.  Chhibtie  then  rose.  He  was  sorry  to  Hf- 
fer  from  his  worthy  coUeague^TMr.  MtraBAT.1  on 
the  question  then  before  the  Committee ;  ana  he 
was  doubly-  sonr  to  hear  that  gentleman  la- 
bor so  strenuously  to  saddle  a  punlic  odium  on 
some  of  the  best  citizens  of  the  State  which  he 
represented.  Mr.  C.  should  not  have  risen  on  the 
present  occasion,  although  he  thought  it  an  im- 
portant one,  had  it  not  been  to  endeavor  to  rescue 
from  public  censure  a  society  of  gentlemen,  who 
were  described  in  the  present  amendment  before 
the  Committee,  as  objects  of  public  opprobrium. 
Mr.  C.  alluded  to  the  Republican  Society  of  the 
town  of  Baltimore.  If  nie  present  amendmcEt 
took  pUee,  that  society  woold  be  inrolTed  in  ge- 
neral and  undeserved  censure.  He  wouldj  thoe- 
fore,  inform  the  House  of  what  description  oi  men 
the  Republican  Society  of  Baltimore  consisted ; 
and  then  the  Committee  would  be  the  best  judges 
whether  they  ought  to  be  rewarded  in  the  mannei 
in  which  the  present  amendment  preposes.  They 
are  a  society  of  gentlemen  associated  together 
for  the  purpose  of  diffusing  political  knowledge 
throughout  the  State  of  Maryund,  and  to  instruct 
their  Representatives  in  Congress,  and  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State,  in  any  point  that  they  thak 
necessary,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  sowing  dis- 
sension among  the  citizens  of  America,  or  of  cul- 
tivating dislike  to  the  Union,  or  to  the  laws.  This 
society  consists  of  men  whose  characters  are  su- 
perior to  any  censure  that  might  be  thrown  against 
them,  by  the  mover  of  the  amendment  But  when 
CoDipress  are  about  to  cast  an  odium  on  a  particti- 
lar  society,  the  members  of  which  have  every  re- 
spect for  tnat  bodv,  and  have  always  inculcated 
obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  Mr. 
C.  \e(t  it  to  the  Committee  to  determine  whether, 
if  they  were  themselves  in  the  place  of  the  Balti^ 
more  Society,  they  would  not  feel  their  snisibUity 
materially  wounded  ?  Was  not  this  returning  |cood 
for  evil?  He  again  reminded  the  Committee, 
that  the  Republican  Society  at  Baltimore  was 
composed  of  a  band  of  patriots,  not  the  fair-wea- 
ther patriots  of  the  present  day,  but  the  patriots  of 
seventy-five,  the  men  who  were  not  afraid  to  rally 
around  the  American  standard,  when  that  statiim 
was  almost  concluded  to  be  a  forlorn  hope.  They 
were  men  who,  with  their  persons  and  properties, 
had  assisted  to  drive  from  the  soil  of  Amenea  the 
present  lawless  disturbers  of  the  world.  Are  these 
the  men^  asked  Mr.  C.,  who  ought  to  hare  all 
mass  of  Congressional  odium  cast  upon  them? 
1  trust  not.  sir.  I  trust,  that  if  particular  gentle- 
men are  illiberal  enou^  so  censure  them,  yet  that 
this  House  vrill  never  agree  to  such  ioiquiteits 
measures.  What  was  the  conduct  o(  this  souety 
when  the  fast  news  of  the  late  insotreetion  reoeh- 
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ed  them  ?  Did  they  not,  in  the  most  pointed  man- 
ner, diseottnteoanee  any  such  proceeding?  Did 
they  not  refuse  to  corresp«id  with  any  society  that 
aided,  or  in  any  manner  abetted,  the  mMureetimil 
They  did  more.  They  ofieied  their  perstmal  ser- 
Tiees  to  go  and  help  to  cnuh  this  commotion  in 
the  bud.  Mr.  C.  auDjoined  that  he  would  venture 
to -say,  and  at  the  same  time  he  spoke  within 
bounds,  that  nine-tenths  of  this  society  aetuallv 
took  up  their  muskets  and  marched  into  the  field, 
for  the  abqre  laudable  pucp  se,  and  that  numbers 
of  them  stul  contisoe  there,  and  are  the  friend?  of 
peace  and  order,  and  not  the  disorganizers  that  the 
present  amendment  would  make  them.  Mr.  C. 
appealed  to  the  candor  of  the  Committee  to  say, 
whether  the  Baltimore  self-created  Rraublican 
Society  were  the  description  of  men  whom  the  I 
PansiDUfT.  in  his  Speech,  meant  to  describe.  He 
wa»  sure  it  was  noL  Therefore,  why  inrolve 
in  this  indiaeriminate  censure  men  who  have  de- 
served BO  well  of  their  country  1  men  who,  instead 
of  faaTing  odium  cast  upon  them,  merit  every 
praise  which  the  Federal  Government  can  be- 
stow.  For  these,  and  some  other  reasons,  Mr.  C. 
declared  Aat  he  shonld  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment, and  he  trusted  that  he  ^ould  vote  in  the 
majority. 

Mr.  MoBBAy  rose  to  explain.  He  did  not  mean 
this  soeietj.  It  was  the  Philadelphia  and  Pitts- 
bo^h  societies.  Mr.  M.  was  acquainted  with  this 
society,  and  had  the  greatest  respect  for  them.  As 
for  the  mem!j:Ts  of  the  other  societies,  "he  was  for 
gibbeting  their  principles  only. ' 

Mr.  RoTHBBFORD. — This  alarm  is  owing  to  an 
oveigrown  moneyed  system,  with  which  the  peo- 
^  are  not  entirely  satisfied.  But  the  money- 
holders  need  not  be  afraid.  The  people  will  pay 
the  pnUic  debt.  Then  why  disturb  the  tranquility 
of  the  feofitt  The  PBSBinBirr,  in  his  Speech, 
points  only  at  eombitutioiu  over  the  mountains. 
As  to  the  character  of  the  PnBeiDBRT  himself,  to 

E raise  him  was  like  heading  up  a  rush  candle  to 
!t  us  see  the  sun.  I  have  Known  that  man,  said 
Mr.  R.,  for  these  forty  ^ears.  I  have  had  the 
hinor  of  serving  under  him  in  the  last  war,  and 
of  frequently  executing  his  wise  and  noble  orders. 
The  member  declared  that  this  amendment  couJd 
answer  no  purpose  but  that  of  disturbing  the  pub- 
lic peace.  He  himself  represented  as  respectable 
a  district  as  any  in  Virginia,  and  he  had  as  good 
opportunities  as  any  gentlenum  in  that  Hoase  to 
know  the  temper  oT  Americans.  They  were  firmly 
attached  to  the  present  Qovemment,  and  the  hold- 
ers of  paper  need  not  be  so  much  afraid  of  Demo- 
cratic societies,  for  the  people,  to  preserve  the 
tranquility,  were  determined  to  discha^e  the  pub- 
lic ^bt,  no  matter  how  it  was  etmtmcted,  and, 
therafore,  it  would  be  much  better  not  to  haras 
tlw  pabltc  mind  with  amendments  lifce  that  on  the 
uUe. 

Bfr.  €hLB8  said,  that  he  had  an  amendment  to 
I»opose  that  would,  he  faoped,^  meet  with  the  ap- 
probation of  a  certain  description  of  gentlemen  in 
that  Committee.  Hin  amendment  was  to  strike 
oat  the  words  self-created  societies,"  from  the 
aiModment  of-  Mr.  FnznHom,  ud  iaiert  "the 
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Depiocratic  societies  of  PhUadelfritia,  New  York, 
and  Pittsbtug.''  Gentlemen  could  then  have 
some  specific  object  at  which  they  could  say  that 
thdr  vote  of  censure  iras  levelled ;  for  the  genend 
expressim  of  lelf-created,  comprehended  every  so* 
ciety  of  any  kind  in  the  Union.  For  Ihs  own  par^ 
he  was  veiy  &r  from  wanting  to  censure  any  set 
of  men  for  their  political  (wiuons. 

Mr.  Parkeb  seconded  the  motion  for  striking 
out,  tut  he  would  not  consent  to  the  insertion 
proposed  by  Mr.  GhLES. 

Mr.  Sbdowiok  thought  that  the  amendment 
stands  better  as  it  is  at  present. 

Mr.  Venable  said,  that  there  was  a  paper  on 
that  table,  (he  referred  to  the  letter  trom  Mr.  Ha- 
milton to  the  Pbesidbht,)  which  showed  that 
the  combinations  in  the  western  counties  began 
their  existence  at  the  very  same  time  with  the 
Excise  law  itself.  It  was,  therefore,  entirely  im- 
proper to  ascribe  them  to  Democratic  societies. 
Should  Government,  said  Mr.  V.,  come  forward 
and  slmw  their  imbecility  by  censuring  what  we 
cannot  punish  t  The  peo^  have  a  right  to.  think 
and  a  right  to  speak.  I  am  not  afraid  to  speak  my 
sentiments.  I  am  not  afraid  of  being  called  a 
organizer.  I  am,  as  much  as  any  gentleman  in 
this  Committee,  a  friend  to  regular  government. 

Mr.  Dbxter  bcJieved  that  such  societies  were,  in 
themselvM,  wrong,  but  he  was  still  not  for  making 
laws  against  them.  He  had,  however,  numerous 
objections  to  their  conduct.  One  of  these  was, 
that  they  erected  themselves  into  a  model  for  the 
rest  of  their  fellow-citizens  to  copy.  The  great 
principle  of  Republicanism  was,  that  the  minority 
should  submit  to  the  will  of  the  majority.  But 
these  people  have  elevated  themselves  into  tyrants. 
Such  societies  are  proper  in  a  country  where  Go- 
vernment is  despotic,  but  it  is  improper  that  such 
societies  should  exist  in  a  free  country  like  the 
United  States,  and  hence  Mr.  D.  was  a  friend  to 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  FrrzaiHONS.  It 
had  been  said,  that  it  was  unusual  to  give  opui- 
ions  of  this  kind,  but,  in  reality  the  House  were 
in  the  practice  or  expressing  their  sentiments  on 
matters  of  that  sort,  m  such  addresses  as  the  one 
now  before  them.  Mr.  D.  was  decidedly  against 
the  amendmrat  of  the  amendment  proiMBed  by 
Mr-  QiLES. 

Mr.  Nicholas. — Gentlemen  have  brought  us 
into  a  discussion,  and  then  say  we  must  decide  as 
they  pleaA,  in  deference  to  the  Prbsidbnt.  This 
is  tne  real  ground  and  foundation  of  their  argu- 
ments. But  who  started  this  question  ?  If  the 
gentlemen  have  brought  tfaem&elres  into  a  diffi- 
culty with  regard  to  the  PBSsinBifr,  by  their  pnr- 
ticipation  in  proposing  votes  of  censure,  wmch 
they  cannot  carry  through,  they  have  only  to  blame 
themselves.  Is  it  expected,  said  Mr.  N.,  that  I  am 
to  abandon  my  independence  for  the  sake  of  the 
PRBBiDEifT  ?  He  never  intended  that  we  should 
take  any  such  notice  of  his  reference  to  these  so- 
cieties ;  but  if  the  popularity  of  the  Prbsidbht 
has,  in  the  present  case,  been  committed,  let  those 
who  have  hatched  this  thing,and  who  havebroo^t 
It  forward,  answer  for  the  crasequenees.  This 
whole  question  tarns  upon  a  matMr  of  ftet  iriiieh 


Pretidenfit  Speech. 


Digitized  by 


HiSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


918 


H.OPR.] 


[NomnB>,13Si 


oQgtit  to  be  proved,  viz:  Have  the  Democratic 
societies  been  cme  of  the  prioupal  causes  of  the 
Western  iDsorrection  2  This  is  a  matter  of  fact, 
or  otherwise,  and  it  depends  upon  direct  eridence. 
But,  how  do  ^enUemen  handle  this  question  ? 
Xhejr  digress  mto  aJistrect  propositions,  a  thing 
aerer  heard  of  before,  where  a  matter  of  fiict  was 
to  be  proved.  I  say,  where  direct  woof  is  wanted, 
we  see  gentlemen  standing  on  the  floor  for  half  an 
how  together,  without  attempting  to  adTanee  a 
single  hct  in  support  of  their  assertions ;  vet  this 
is'toe  only  admissible  kind  of  evidence  that  the 
societies  are  from  their  nature  unfriendly  to  the 
Federal  Government. 

Mr.  N.  then  adverted  to  a  remark  which  had 
been  made,  that  libels  were  daily  prosecuted  in  this 
country,  from  which  it  was  inferred  that  calum- 
nious attacks  on  Gh>vemment  were  the  just  objects 
of  reprehensioQ.  Mr.  N.  said,  that  the  comparison 
was  not  fair,  because  in  a  case  of  libel,  the  parties 
accused  have  a  proper  opportunity  to  defend  them- 
selves. Have  these  people  here,  (the  Democratic 
societies)  any  such  opportunity  i  It  has  been  al- 
leged, as  a  crime  against  them,  thai  they  have 
Brim  dnce  published  uiy  approbation  of  any  mea- 
sure of  Government.  Mr.  N.  argued  that  this 
arose  from  the  very  nature  of  their  institution, 
whieh  was  to  watch  the  errors  of  the  L^slature 
and  Executive,  and  point  out  to  tbe  public  what 
they  considered  to  be  mistakes.  Faults  were  the 
only  kind  of  facts  which  they  were  in  quest  of. 
Here  Mr.  N.  drew  a  material  distinction.  If  these 
societies  had  censured  every  proceeding  of  Go- 
vernment there  would  have  been  the  greatest  rea- 
son for  taking  some  measures.  But  what  was  the 
case  7  As  to  an  immense  number  of  the  proceed- 
iwk  of  the  Executive  and  L^islature,  tliey  had 
tftken  no  notice  whatever. 

Mr.  SEnawtCK  thought  that  tbe  PnEaioBnT 
would  have  been  defective  in  his  duty,  had  he 
(waitted  ID  meotioQ  what  he  religiously  believed 
to  be  true,  viz :  that  the  Democratic  societies  had 
iaagreat  measure  originated  the  Itie  disturbances. 
It  was  the  indispensable  duty  of  the  Fubidsnt  to 
speak  as  he  had  spoken.  The  present  amendment, 
fof  Mr.  FiraiHONs]  would  have  a  tendency  to 
plunge  these  societies  into  contempt,  and  to  sink 
them  still  farther  into  abhorrence  and  detestation. 
He  pronounced  them  to  be  illicit  combinatioDs. 
One  gentleman  [Mr.  NioaoLAel  tells  you,  that  he 
dispises  them  most  heartily.  Another  f  Mr.  Ly- 
man] says  that  they  begin  to  repent.  Will  the 
American  people  perversely  propose  to  shoulderand 
bolRter  up  these  despised  and  repenting  societies, 
which  are  now  tumbling  into  dust  and  contempt? 
■  Their  conifaict  differed  as  far  from  a  fair  and  hon- 
oraUe  investigation,  as  Christ  and  Belial.  They 
were  men  prowling  in  tbe  dark.  God  i«  my  judge, 
said  Mr.  S.  that  I  would  not  wish  to  check  a  Jair 
discussion. 

On«  ^tleman  [Mr.  McDowell]  had  told  the 
Committee,  that  the  Assumption  and  Funding 
transactions  were  a  cause  of  public  discontent  It 
has  been  the  trick  of  these  peo^e  to  make  this 
awEtion.  They  have  said  that  the  Funding  Sys- 
tem i»  a  mass  of  fovorttism,  foe  th«  purpose  of 


erecting  an  oppressive  aiistoeracy,  and  a  papa 
nobility.  There  is  not  a  man  among  them,irl» 
is  aUe  to  write,  and  who  does  not  know  that  tKett 
assertions  are  false.  As  to  the  assnmptioo  of  tbe 
debts  of  individual  States,  it  has  been  said  ^at  this 
measure  was  undermken  for  the  purpose  of  niakio| 
up  a  laige  debt  Th««  was  no  suck  tbiiv.  B^ 
fore  the  adopticm  of  the  new  C<mstitution,  m  iriiiek 
Mr.  S.  eonaidered  the  Funding  and  Atsomptin 
Systems  to  be  essential  preliminaries  the  crA 
and  commerce  of  America  were  decliaing  or  noe. 
The  States  were  disagreetng  at  home,  uo  ^ 
American  name  was  disgraced  abroad.  It  m 
not  to  be  supposed  that  every  one  of  the  meawRi 
of  the  new  CtoveromenC  could  {dease  every  bodr. 
Among  the  rest,  excise  was  objected  to  in  both 
Houses  of  Congrchs ;  but  at  last  the  good  sewe  nf 
the  people  acquiesced.  At  this  crisis,  a  foreign 
agent  (GeneO  t^<l^HtCharleston.  Onliiowsr 
to  this  city,  he  was  attended  by  the  hos&Dnahsa 
all  the  disaffected.  <  He  did  the  utmost  miscbitf 
that  was  in  his  power ;  and  in  consequence  of  b 
efforts,  Democratic  societies  sprung  up.  lilr.S. 
here  gave  a  particular  account  oi  some  {ffocce^ 
ings  of  a  society  in  Viigioia,  of  more  tiwa  nw 
bi»i1ness.  He  (}uoted  some  ttf their  ezpressionsT^ 
live  to  a  very  illustrious  character,  the  Presihit, 
and  added  that  perhaps  the  individuals  who  cob- 
posed  this  society  were  in  themselves  too  doiiH 
cable  to  deserve  any  notioe  in  this  place.  He  aio 
not  know  whether  they  were  or  not.  [Mr.  S.  was 
here  interrupted  by  a  member  from  VirgiDiB;  ui 
an  explanation  ensued.] 

He  then  returned  to  the  subject  of  excise.  He 
said  that  it  ivas  to  be  noticed,  and  be  proclaim' 
ed  it  here,  that  antecedent  to  tlie  Democntie  » 
cieties  making  their  appearance,  the  flame  of  i»- 
content  seemed  smothered.  But  these  meotoUue 
people  that  they  would  be  daves.   Was  not 
wrong?   They  should  have  told  whu  wuweU 
done  as  well  as  ill  done.  FromFortlaBd,iDliai>>^ 
to  the  other  end  of  the  Continent,  haje  thef  ever 
aj^roved  of  cme  single  act?  Ther  i»Te  mnj^ 
nized  with  eagle  eyes  into  every  nnit 
are  we  to  trust,  them,  or  the  man  that,  more  thiB 
any  other  human  man  ever  did,  possesses  tbe  ii' 
fection  of  a  whole  people  7   The  question 
we  support  the  Ccmstitution  or  not  ? 

Mr.  McDowell  rose  to  make  an  apology 
some  words  which  had  escaped  him  tlie  <'*yjf 
fore.   He  did  not  expect  to  here  been  so  smaitiT 
handled.   He  had  been  forcibly  struck  at  thetiiK 
and  had  spoken  from  a  momentary  impair- 
substance,  tioweverj  he  adhered -to  all  his 
allegations.   He  still  persists!  in  believing  » 
the  excise  laws  were  shapen  in  darkae**>  P' 
apologized  for  some  part  of  his  heat,  from  hiraf 
seen  and  suffered  so  moefa  b?  Densoiic  Oonn>- 
ment  dtiring  the  last  war  in  which  lius  S^°^^ 
supported  the  character  of  a  brave  and  able  cioe»- 

Mr.  HiLbHOOBB  approved  of  the  amendm^f 
proposed  by  Mr.  FirzaiHoifs.  Constitueats 
no  scruple  to  tell  Representatives  of  their  nu^ 
and  ha  saw  no  reason  why  Representatives  aiffi^ 
not  tell  oonstitumte  of  theiral  The  readaiffv 
of  Demoerstie  soci^ei  prated  in  Mwipqw^*" 
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spirited  up  the  peofde  in  the  Western  eonnties  to 
reasluiee.  They  had  weakly  fancied  that  the 
Ameriean  nation  would  not  stand  by  their  Consti- 
tntiM  and  their  PBBSinnrr.  Bat  for  the  puUica- 
tioa  of  these  resolutions,  there  would  have  been 
no  insurrection.  This  was  a  piece  of  information 
which  the  people  of  the  United  States  had  a  right 
to  know.  It  was  the  duty  of  that  House  to  let  them 
know  it.  The  Prbbidbnt  had  dtme  his  duty.  Mr. 
H.  did  not  ccusider  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Firz- 
«fH0N8  as  an  indiscriminate  censure  lerelled  at 
these  societies ;  he  thought  it  only  a  suitable  an- 
swer to  a  part  of  the  PREaiDBifr'B  Speech. 

Mr.  Parkbr  ocncluded  this  long  debate  by  the 
totlawvag  lenM^.  He  did  not  think  that  Demo- 
cratic soeietiBi  were  so  for  to  blame  as  had  been 
imagined.  He  suspected  diat  the  PsHsionirrhhn- 
self,  for  whose  cluraeter  and  serrioes  he  felt  as 
much  respect  and  gratitude  at  any  man  in  Ame- 
rica, had!  been  misinformed  on  this  point.  It  would 
t>e  absurd  to  say,  that  the  Western  disturbuices 
(Hi^inated  from  the  publications  of  Democratic 
societies,  if  it  could  be  prored  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Committee,  thatfcuch  disturbances  had  be- 
gun, long  before  any  or  the  associations  alluded  to 
had  a  beinff.  To  prove  this  posirion,  Mr.  P.  desired 
chat  the  C^k  m^ht  read  a  passage  from  the  letter 
OB  that  affair,  written  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  which 
has  already  been  published  in  all  the  newspapers. 
The  Clerk  accordingly  read  a  part  of  the  letter, 
from  which  Mr.  P.  inferred  that  hb  inference  was 
uieontest^&  and  he  then  stated  the  absurdity  of 
m^ng  the  Democratic  pnUioationa  the  origin  of 
a  diBoontenl^  which  existed  b^ure  them.  He  was 
jBtisfied  that  the  Presijent  did  not  wish  this 
thing  echoed ;  and  that  he  would  entirely  dtsap- 
prove  of  the  proposed  persecution.   Mr.  P.  s&id, 
thftt  he  had  the  honor  of  being  an  h(morary  member 
of  a  Democratic  society.    Persraally  he  knew 
nothing  of  the  gentlemen,  but  he  understood  that 
ihey  were  respectable  characters;  and  that  they 
were  friends  to  good  order  and  the  Federal  Gro- 
Temmmt,  there  could  be  no  question,  for  when 
the  Embargo  was  laid  last  Spring,  and  some  ves- 
sels had  been  attempting  to  get  off,  these  vimlant 
eitizens  armed  and  embodied  themselves  and  pre- 
Tented  the  execution  of  the  design.   With  all  his 
respect  for  the  PnmiDBitT,  he  was  not  to  give  up 
his  opinions  fbr  the  sake  of  any  man.  He  was 
«DDTmoed  l3)at  all  this  vic^ent  declamation  and 
irritation  in  the  House  would  do  a  great  deal  of 
saischtef,  and  would  have  an  effect  exactly  the  re- 
verse of  what  was  designed  by  the  amendment  as 
it  first  stood.  A  gentlemwa  [Mr.  Dgxteb]  had 
spoken  of  town  meetiufin,  as  the  pn^r  vehicles  for 
the  eommvnioation  oT  political  ideas,  and  had 
drawn  a  comparison  between  these  and  Demo- 
«niCie  societies.   Mr.  P.  requested  that  it  might  be 
■otieed,  that  in  the  Southern  States  there  neither 
were  nor  could  be  such  tbiags  as  town  meetings, 
beeaose  the  population  was  too  thin  and  too  wide- 
ly scattered.   They  were,  therefore,  to  make  the 
best  of  it  wluch  they  oonid,  and  meet  and  delibe- 
ratctj  so  matter  where,  whenever  they  found  a  eon- 
TMiient  Importunity.  Mr.  P.  expressed,  in  strong 
t«mi^  tM  avernoB  Aat  lui  ooBStitaents  would 


fbel  to  this  species  of  censorship.  He  concluded 
with  these  words :  "  They  love  your  Government 
much,  but  they  lore  their  independence  more." 

The  question  was  then  called  for  on  striking  out 
the  word, "  self-crmted"  from  the  newamendmettt 
of  Mr.  F1TZ8IMON8.  For  the  amendment  of  Nb. 
Giles,  ayes  47;  noes  45.  This  amradmentj  was, 
therefore,  adopted. 

Mr.  QiLBs  then  proposed  an  amendment,  after 
the  words,  "  combinations  of  men,"  by  adding,  "  in 
the  four  Western  counties  of  Pennsylvania." 

Mr.  Hastlet  said,  that  the  gentleman  should 
have  added,  and  a  county  in  Virginia."  This 
amendment  of  Mr.  Giles  was  rejected. 

The  Cnnmittee  now  rose,  and  reported  tbie 
amendments  to  the  House. 


Wbdnesdat,  November  26. 
An  engrossed  bill,  extending  the  privilege  of 
franking  to  Jameb  White,  the  Delegate  from  the 
Southwestern  Territory,  and  making  provision  for 
his  compensation,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter, 
signed  Oliver  Wolcott,  jr.,  on  behalf  of  As  Seon- 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanied  with  eatiiaatds 
of  the  sums  necesaai^  to  be  appreciated  fbar  tbe 
service  of  the  year  1795  i  also^  statements  of  the 
application  of  certain  sums  of^  money  granted  hf 
law  i  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  he  c«n- 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whc^  House. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

"  Btaohed,  That  a  oommittae  be  tppointed  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  increase  the  psy,  and  regul&te  the  other  at 
lowuices  hereaAer  to  be  given  to  oon-csnuniMioiMd 
officers,  mumcisnis  and  priTstes,  of  ^  troops  on  the 
Military  Establisbment  of  tbe  United  States,  and  of  Ab 
Militia,  when  called  intoacmalsernoe^and  to  asosrtaftt 
the  time  whrn  tiie  pi^  ot  the  Militia  shall,  in  falOm^ 
commence ;  and  to  make  fiirther  and  more  ample  pro- 
vision for  the  pay  of  the  Militia  on  the  pnwent  aiqwdt 
tion  to  Fort  Ktt:" 

OrdentLf  That  the  said  motion  be  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  a 
plan  for  the  better  organizuig;,  arming,  and  dia* 
oiplining  the  Militia  of  the  Umted  States. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  anUunize  the  Paa- 
8IDENT  to  call  out  and  statitm  a  corps  of  militia  in 
the  four  Western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  for  a 
limited  time ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  faaa 
had  the  said  bill  under  consid^tiim,  and  madt 
several  amendments  thereto ;  which  were  sevwallf 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  ame&d- 
menta,  be  engrosapd,  and  read  the  third  time  to* 
morrow. 

THE  PRESIDENT'S  SPEECH. 

The  fi(ouse  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  yesterday  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Ad- 
dress to  the  PRBSIUENT  OP  THE  UNITEO  StATHS, 

in  answer  to  his  Speech  to  both  Houses. 
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The  Speakbh  read  that  amendmeDt,  m  which 
the  words  ae^-created  eocieties  and  had  been  yes- 
terday expQDged,  after  a  long  debate,  and  upon 
the  motion  oTMr.  Giles,  from  an  amendment  of 
Mr.  FiTzsiMOifs. 

•  A  pause  of  a  few  minutes  ensued.  At  last  Mr. 
Datton  rose  and  said,  that  if  nobody  else  would 
make  the  motion  he  snould  make  it,  for  replacing 
the  words  $elf-created  societies  and  in  the  amend- 
ment to  the  Address. 

Mr.  RuTEEBFORD  declared  that  he  would  op- 
pose these  words  to  the  last.  If  the  Democratic 
societies  spoke  nonsense,  people  would  despise 
them.  If  they  spoke  otherwise,  the  people  would 
esteem  themjiu  defiance  of  any  vote  of  censure  of 
that  House.  The  people  do  not  look  on  them  with 
a  great  deal  of  reverence,  but  still  they  wish  to 
hear  them.  By  the  turn  which  the  debate  has 
nov  taken,  if  any  man  is  in  favor  of  these  societies, 
M«  PretiaeTU  w  drawn  eienu  As*  f<»ce.  All  the 
jealousies  with  regard  to  the  attachment  of  the 
pet^e,  are  mere  nonsenbe.  In  the  district  vfaich 
Ifr.  R.  represents,  there  was  not  a  single  Demo- 
cratic  sociew.  But  these  societies  contain  many 
Taluable  ana  excellent  characters.  It  answers  no 
porpose  then  to  pass  votes  of  this  kind.  Perhaps 
Donocratic  societies  hare  sometimes  done  wnnig, 
but  this  was  not  a  proper  foundation  for  condemn- 
ing them  in  whole.  Every  Government  under 
Heaven  hath  a  tendency  to  d^enerate  into  tyran- 
ny. Let  the  people  then  speak  out.  Why  not  let 
them  speak  out  7  What  occasion  is  there  for  all 
this  alarm  among  thestocUK^ders?  A  man  falls 
from  his  horse,  and,  while  stunned  by  the  blow, 
he  says  to  his  neighbor,  is  not  the  universe  fallen? 
Just  BO  the  paper-holders  have  got  a  small  alarm 
about  their  stock  on  account  of  this  war^  and  in 
their  fright  imagine  that  the  Gtmtinent  is  ready 
Ch  an  insmrreetion.  He  repeatedly  observed,  in 
the  course  of  his  remarks,  tlut  the  country  was  in 
a  state  of  the  greatest  prosperity  and  tranquility, 
if  gentlemen  would  not  rouse  them  with  the  pre- 
sent idle  motion,  from  which  he  boded  no  good 
consequence.  He  repeatedly  aflSrmed  that  all  was 
welL 

Mr.  Dayton  inquired  whether  all  could  be  well, 
when  it  had  been  requisite  to  raise  an  army  of  fif- 
teen thousand  men  to  quell  a  rebellion  ?  Was  it 
a  mark  of  that  universal  tranquility  and  satisfac- 
tion of  which  the  gentleman  spoke,  that  an  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men  were  now  prisoners,  and  about 
to  be  tried  for  high  treason  ?  Could  all  be  well 
m  a  country  from  whence  large  bodies  men  had 
lately  fled  m  a  state  oS  rebeltum  ?  He  imderstood 
Aat  the  Democratic  societies  had  been  given  up 
Vjr  all  the  members,  as  at  any  rate  contemptible 
and  useless,  if  not  pernicious. 

fifr.  Giles  declared  that  be  felt  his  situation 
extremely  delicate.  On  one  hand  it  was  highly 
Itainfnl  to  differ  from  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  question.  It  was  likewise,  extremely 
disagreeable  to  be  engaged  in  saying  anything  that 
might  seem  to  thwart  the  sentiments  of  the  Pre- 
aiuENT,  or  imply  any  want  of  deference  or  polite- 
ness for  so  emment  a  character.  He  had  en- 
deavored to  show  that  the  PB&aiDENT  really  never 


wanted  or  wished  for  aay  echo  cX  this  ntlue, 
and  he  was  still  convinced  that  such  was  the  fto. 
He  was  desirous  for  ctmciliati(»i,  but  he  nevtr 
could  attempt  to  purchase  it,  by  an  abandonnot 
of  opinion,  without  convustion  that  he  was  vnong. 
He  now  saw  evidently  that  conciliation  could  om 
be  obtained.   He  had  done  every  thing  in  hit 

EDwer  to  obtain  the  best  informatioa.  He  hi 
stened  attentively  to  all  sides,  and  if  coovietiiB 
had  come  home  to  his  mind,  he  would  have  u- 
nounced  the  alteration  of  his  sentiments.  Tbcic 
was  one  circumstance  in  particular  which  pa- 
suaded  him  that  the  arguments  employed  i»  (bt 
opposite  side  were  erroneous,  which  was,  thatpa- 
tlemeo,  who  on  other  topics  had  been  clear  tai 
l(^cal,  could  not,  on  this  subject,  bring  themselm 
to  any  definite  c<msUuction.  At  the  same  tinK 
after  hearing  so  many  eloquent  harangues  ftr  tm 
days  past,  he  could  not  suspect  them  lor  anyvut 
of  iMtural  ingenuity.  One  member^  [Mr.HDi- 
RAV,]  had  inveighed  against  all  societies,  but  vba 
pushed  hard,  he  excepted  the  Republican  Soeictf 
of  Baltimore.  A  gentleman  fr«n  Massachaititi 
had  included  them  aU  in  one  general  sweep  if 
reprobation.  [Here  Mr.  Dexter  rose,  and  a- 
quired  if  Mr.  Gilb8  meant  him.  He  receivedfoc 
answer,  that  he  was  not  meant.  Mr.  SNNnnx 
was  the  gentleman  referred  to,  and  he  enUiiKH 
that  aU  uie  societies  of  this  sort  which  he  era 
heard  of  had  done  mischief ;  and  as  to  the  Balti- 
more Republican  Society,  he  learned  yetterdif 
for  the  first  time,  that  such  a  body  had  an  exiii- 
ence.  Farther  about  them,  he  could  not  ffT-J 
After  this  interruption,  Mr.  Gilbs  reverted  to  ai 
examination  of  what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Hoih 
RAY.  That  gentleman  had  declared,  that  he  wottU 
dress  the  frees.  [Here  Mr.  Mdbeat  stoned  Mr- 
Giles  by  denying  that  he  ever  nid  any  »» 
thing.]  Mr.  Oiucs  declared  that  he  was  mrr  if 
he  had  misquoted  him.  He  dunild  be  b^nTj^ 
be  interrupted  by  any  member  wh<«n  he  du^ 
happen  to  misquote.  He  was  glad  to  ^'^V^ 
Mr.  MoRRAT  thcoi  repeated  the  words  iriiichM 
had  used,  or  rather  part  of  th«n.  Mr.  M.  sw, 
that  he  was  sorry  for  having  expressed  hinweu  a 
such  a  wa)r  as  to  be  liable  to  be  misinterpreiM, 
but  sometimes  it  was  difficult  to  avrnd 
biguity,  or  incompleteness  of  expressiou.  [Ib«w 
notes  or  the  reporter  of  the  sketch  of  yert«wy> 
the  whole  sentence  as  pronounced  by  Mr.  m*- 
BAY,  stands  as  follows:  "  The  righu  of  the  pra| 
ought  not  to  be  freely  handled.  The  probe  tW 
would  reach  the  bottom  of  the  sore, 
spasm  to  the  finest  nerve  in  the  o^anscnfrMw** 
We  may  point  out  the  sore  to  our  constitiM^ 
and  though  it  might  be  eminiicism  to  cot  it 
we  may  give  it  an  emollient  dressing,  and  tiw 
to  the  soundness  of  the  National  ConsUtutiokk* 
the  regimen  of  reflection  for  the  cure." 
here  inserted  this  passage  of  Mr.  Mubray's'IX^ 
of  yesterday,  in  justice  to  that  gentleman,  h«*«*: 
it  seemed  evident  this  day,  that  he  himself  coua 
not  distinctly  recollect  it;  and  on  thisps*>4* 
it  was  that  Mr.  Gilbs  founded  his^ffirmatwiB  tw> 
Mr.  Mi}BRAV  wanted  to  dress  the  preu.'i 
Ml.  Gilbs  proceeded  to  draw  a  parsUel  bet««" 
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I  what  is  DOW  endearored  to  be  done  ia  the  House 
i  of  Represeotatives,  aod  what  has  lately  been  done 
i  in  France.  When  oace  the  business  of  denuncia- 
i:  tion  be^ns,  nobody  can  tell  where  it  will  end. 
f  Robespierre,  its  great  progenitor,  has  been  its  vic- 
:.  tim,  and  who  can  tell  wnat  kind  of  retorts  may 
be  attempted  in  America.  The  idea  is  not  new ; 
t  and  has  always,  in  the  end.  led  to  the  destruction 
r  4^  the  parties  who  were  its'  authors.  Mr.  O.  then 
r  adverted  to  the  st^le  of  eloquence  that  has  lately 
been  introdaced  into  this  j^e.  We  hare  had 
c  two  ^ys  of  declamation.  Looking  at  Mr.  Sedg- 
1.  VICE,  he  said,  that  one  would  think  Demosthenes 
s,  and  Cicero  had  risen  from  the  dust^  and  revisited 
g  this  earth  to  inculcate  their  favorite  maxim  of 
^  Actio !  AcHo !  He  was  sorry  to  say,  what  he 
I,  feared  was  true,  that  there  was  at  least  as  much 
personal  irritation,  as  deliberate  judgment,  em- 
[  ployed  on  this  question,  and  more  he  doubted  of 
I.     the  former  than  of  the  latter. 

TheHouse  had  proposed  to  denounce  the  Demo- 
;     cratic  societies.   It  was  impossible  to  see  where 
^     such  a  business  might  end;  perhaps  the  Democrats, 
„     when  they  got  uppermost,  would  denounce  the 
,     anti-Democrats.   Mr.  Q.  said  that  he  employed 
this  last  term,  because  the  term  of  Aristocrats 
y     would,  he  belioTed,  be  unacceptable  to  every  party 
^    IB  the  Union.    The  prewnt  amendment  coq- 
j    fonnded  the  innocent  with  the  guilty.  Many 
.1    brave  men  faadstepped  forward  fromthese  societies 
,    on  the  mesent  occasion.  Indeed  there  were  no 
xwoa&  that  any  member  of  these  boeieties  had 
'j    been  guilty.   The  Baltimore  Republican  Society 
were  among  the  very  first  who  took  up  arms  to 
,     suppress  the  insurrection,  and,  if  Mr.  G.  was  not ' 
,     misinformed,  many  of  tne  Philadelphia  Demo- 
^     erats  had  done  the  same.   The  impropriety^  there- 
fore, of  this  vote  of  censure,  would  strike  all 
P     America.   Mr.  G.  remarked,  that  he  would  be 
,     rery  glad  to  know  what  Congress  would  say  to 
,     any  gentleman,  a  member  of  a  Democratic  so- 
',     ciety,  who  had  gone  to  sappress  the  Western  in- : 
,     nixxectioo.   He  wished  for  leave  of  the  Commit- 
tee to  personify  such  a  man.  *'  I  am,"  said  he,  "  a 
member  of  a  Democratic  aociety.  I  am  likewise 
a  member  of  a  RepnUican  society.  The  moment 
that  I  heard  of  die  W»tem  insurrection,  I  took 
ap  my  musket  as  a  volunteer,  and  marched  three 
hundred  miles  to  suppress  the  insurrection.**  Mr. 
Q.  could  give  the  address,  but  he  was  altogether  at 
a  loss  jot  what  sort  of  answer  could  be  made  to 
such  a  gentleman.   It  had  been  said,  that  when 
peojide  censured  the  House,  that  the  House  were 
entitled  to  return  the  compliment  by  censuring 
them.   This  position  Mr.  O.  denied.   No.  sir,  said 
he,  the  public  have  a  right  to  censure  us,  and  we 
have  not  a  ri^ht  to  censure  them.   We  have  a 
title,  as  individuals,  but  when  we  undertake  this 
buainess  in  the  shape  of  a  Legislative  body,  we 
are  as  much  a  self-created  society,  as  any  Demo- 
ermtic  club  in  the  Union.  We  are  neither  au- 
thorized by  the  Constitution,  nor  paid  by  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  for  assuming  the  office 
of  eouorship.   Look  into  the  Constitution.  We 
are  aatho^ed  to  legislate^  bat  will  gentlemen 
ahow  me  a  clause  aathorizing  as  to  pass  votes  of 
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censure,  or,  above  all,  to  pass  votes  of  censure  and 
reprobation  on  our  constituents?  Sir,  if  such  a 
clause  had  been  inserted  in  the  Constitution,  it 
never  would  have  gone  through.  The  people  never- 
would  have  suffered  it.  Mr.  O.  here  enlarged  on 
the  impropriety  of  wasting  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee ana  the  treasure  of  the  United  States  on 
three  or  four  words  of  an  Address.  It  was  said, 
that  this  was  a  delicate  subject.  Why,  then  med* 
die  with  it  1  We  are  leaviiu;  the  nugesty  of  the 
:  people  behind  us  by  this  kina  of  trifling.  Gentle- 
men express  their  attachment  to  the  liberty  of  Uie 
press,  and  they  affirm  that  by  this  vote  of  censure 
they  will  not  encroach  upon  it.  The  distinction 
is  extremely  minute  between  the  office  of  a  war 
SOT  and  that  of  a  legislator.  It  is  likely  that  they 
may  be  very  soon  confounded  twether. 

Mr.  G.  requested  gentlemen  to  look  at  the  ohvi* 
ous  consequences  of  what  they  were  doing.  It 
had  been  said  that  this  vote  of  censure  would  sink 
the  societies — they  were  tumbling  into  dust  and 
contempt  Why,  in  the  newspapers  of  this  very 
morning,  a  meeting  was  advertised  for  to-morrow 
night.  This  was  the  natural  progress  of  things. 
Here  Mr.  G.  explaioed  the  apparent  prospect  tmit 
the  newspapers  will  presently  be  suffocated  wiUi 
columns  of  votes,  resolutions,  and  epistolary  lum- 
ber all  sorts.  He  then  stated  an  important  di»- 
tinction.  Many  people  who  condemn  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Democratic  societies,  y^et  wiU  not 
choose  to  see  them  divested  of  the  inalienable 
privilege  of  thinking,  of  speaking,  of  writing,  and 
of  printing.  Persons  may  condemn  the  ab^  in 
exercising  a  right,  and  yet  feel  the  strongest  sym- 
pathy with  the  right  itself.  Are  not  Muir  and 
Palmer,  and  the  otner  martyrs  of  Scotch  despot- 
ism, toasted  from  one  end  of  the  Continent  to  the 
other?  And  why  is  it  so?  These  men  asserted 
the  right  of  thinking,  of  speaking,  of  writing,  and 
of  printing.  Yet  even  their  treatment,  shocking 
as  it  was.  did  not  come  quite  up  to  that  proposed 
in  the  Committee  for  the  Democratic  societiesj 
for  even  these  people  had  at  least  the  semblance 
of  a  trial,  but  me  Democratic  societies  have  not 
even  that.  There  is  only  one  paper  on  the  table  that 
brings  any  evidence  on  the  snbjeet,  and  that  pa^r 
expressly  tells  us  that  the  seeds  of  the  Western  m* 
surrection  were  planted  by  the  very  first  uitroduo- 
tion  of  the  Excise  law,  that  is  to  say,  some  years 
before  the  Democratic  societies  had  a  being.  The 
Excise  and  the  qpp(»ition  to  it  began  together. 
The  Democratic  societies,  when  tney  heard  of 
the  insurrection,  concurred  in  a  most  explicit  re* 
probation  of  it,  and  published  their  resolutions  to 
that  purpose.  Mr.  G.  said  that  he  himself  could 
not  be  said  to  have  an  aversion  to  excise,  for  he 
had  been  a  friend  to  the  princii^e,  and  had  only 
voted  against  the  law  itself,  because.it  was  not 
restricted  to  a  limited  time.  Mr.  G.  said,  that  he 
had  been  an  object  of  calumny,  murepresentatimi, 
and  abuse  j  but  this  should  not  hinaer  him  from 
proceeding  in  the  direct  line  of  eonseious  recti?* 
tude.  He  should  always  preserve  that  dignity  ut 
conduct,  to  treat  abuse  with  silent  contempt. 

I  have  hem,  said  Mr.  G.,  and  I  still  am  dUsatia- 
fied  with  the  Funding  Syitem.  Its  object,  at  first 
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fres  to  divide  tlie  people  of  the  United  States  into 
two  classes,  debtors  and  creditors.  Let  us  have 
the  privilege  of  honestly  paying  this  Debt.  This 
is  the  sore,  and  it  is  no  wonder  if  the  patient  3ome> 
times  winces  under  it.  Pay  off  the  Public  Debt, 
xad  I  assure  you  that  my  censures  of  Government 
diall  be  at  an  end.  Mr.  G.  said,  that  he  had  fell 
a  pain  in  differing  from  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  question.   He  pressed  the  idea 

rn  their  attention.  He  quoted  that  |)assage  in 
Speech  which  has  already  been  cited,  iu  a 
ftnrmer  sketch  <j{  this  debate,  by  Mr.  Nicholas, 
and  where  the  President  addresses  himself  to 
every  description  of  citizens.  Mr.  G.  inferred  that 
the  President  did  not  wish  Congress  to  inter- 
meddle in  the  business.  It  was  not  them,  but  the 
people  to  whom  he  addressed  himself,  and  whom 
'  ne  wished  to  become  censors.  He  was,  therefore, 
consistent  with  the  President;  but,  even  had  he 
differed  from  so  great  an  authority,  he  enjoyed 
ttie  consolarion  of  having  come  forward  to  oppose 
the  very  first  step  made  in  America  to  curb  public 
opinion.  It  had  yesterday  been  alleged,  as  the 
Tery  worst  trait  in  the  character  of  Democratic 
societies,  that  they  began  their  business  after 
dinner,  oolted  their  doors,  and  voted  in  the  dark. 
This  was  a  very_  alarming  and  detestable  species 
of  conduct!  'miether  the  accusation  were  true, 
or  not,  Mr.  Q.  could  not  tell  from  personal  know- 
ledge fbr  be  knew  nothinff  abont  these  societies, 
hat  from  report.  Bnt,  Mr.  Chairman,  (pointing 
to  the  roof  of  the  room,)  is  there  no  other  place 
where  people  bolt  their  doors,  and  vote  m  the 
dark  ?  Is  there  not  a  branch  of  our  Lenslature 
which  transacts  its  business  in  this  way  ?  And, 
while  things  are  so,  does  it  become  us  to  censure 
other  people  for  voting  in  the  dark  ?  We  have 
been  drawn  into  this  thing  as  a  point  of  deference 
and  politeness  to  the  President;  and,  because 
nothing  could  give  Mr.  G.  greater  pain  than  even 
sn  appearance  of  differing  from  the  President, 
he  could  wish  that  nothing  of  this  kind  should 
^  appear  upon  the  Journals,  but  that  an  explicit  vote 
might  be  avoided  by  the  previous  qaestion.  He 
hut  wished  for  an  accommodation,  but  gentlemen 
had  got  on  the  pressing  system,  and  nothing  less 
than  all  wliich  they  wanted  would  content  them. 
No  accommodation  was^  in  their  eyes,  admissible. 

Mr.  G.  concluded  his  speech  by  declaring,  that 
if  he  had,  upon  the  present  occasion,  overstepped 
the  bounds  of  his  habitual  calmness,  he  was  sorry 
for  it.  and  wished  to  apolc^ize  to  the  Committee-, 
but  tnat  his  warmth  arose  from  his  profound  as- 
tonishment at  the  imprudence  of  agitating  the 
present  amendment.  Whatever  might  be  the  style 
of  Ms  delivery,  he  had  not  uttered  a  single  idea 
which  was  not  produced  by  deliberate  reflection 
tod  by  hcHiest  conviction. 

Mr.  BoDDiNOT  thought  that  speakers  bad  wan- 
dered from  their  proper  line  of  argument.  If  any 
bjratander  had  come  into  the  House,  to  hear  the 
dd»tes  of  this  day,  without  a  vrevioin  knowledge 
of  dke  point  in  dispute,  it  would  have  been  impos- 
sible for  him  even  to  coBjectnie  what  question  was 
before  the  Committee.  It  had  been  said,  that  we 
oofht  not  to  eeosure  where  we  eaimot  ptmirii 


By  the  same  mle.  we  onght  not  to  approve  where 
we  cannot  rewara.  It  was  urged,  that,  if  Demo- 
cratic societies  are  unlawfiil,  we  otight  to  poaish 
them;  but,  if  otherwise,  we  ought  to  let  them 
alone.  Mr.  B.  denied  this  axiom.  Many  diin^ 
were  extremely  deserving  of  censure,  which  it 
was  impossible  to  punish.  He  stated,  as  a  point 
in  law,  that  if  a  person  were  to  call  him  a  rascal 
and  a  villain,  an  action  would  not  lie,  unless  he 
could  specify  an  injury  suffered  by  this  assertion. 
He  employed  as  an  argument,  agamst  the  whole 
oppositiott  to  the  original  amoidment,  that  no  so- 
cieties were  iocluded  in  this  censure  bnt  such  as 
were  guilty.  Self-created  societies  had  done  such 
and  such  a  thing ;  but  the  Prebiden t  neither  said, 
nor  intended  to  say,  nor  was  it  po^ible  to  mistn- 
terpret  his  words  into  an  intention  of  saying,  that 
aU  self-created  societies  had  been  partners  in  ex- 
citing the  Western  insurrection.  The  amendment, 
therefore,  included  nothing  like  an  indiscriminate 
censure,  for  it  was  levelled  only  at  the  guilty.  The 
whole  reasoning,  therefore,  of  the  gentleman,  ob 
opposite  side  of  the  question,  was  entirely  out  cf 
place.  Gentlemen  proceeded  upon  an  utter  mis- 
application. It  was  asked,  what  good  would  follow 
from  this  vote  of  censure  7  Mr.  B.  foresaw  sub* 
stantial  advantages.  It  would  operate  as  a  warn- 
ing, both  to  the  societies  themselves  and  to  other 
citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Soott  and  Mr.  Aheb  were  both  up  at  the 
same  time.  The  latter  gentleman  immediately  sat 
down.  Mr.  S.  began  by  observing,  that  he  had  lived 
for  twenty-five  years  in  the  very  midst  of  the 
place  (Washington  county)  where  the  insurrectint 
broke  out.  He  knew  that  there  were  self-created 
societies  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  he  like- 
wise knew  that  they  had  inflamed  the  insurrec- 
tion ;  for  someof  the  leaders  of  those  societies  had 
likewise  been  the  leaders  of  the  riots.  The  Speech 
of  the  PRBBiDBNT,and  the  Letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  were,  in  every  parttctilar, 
strictly  true.  Mr.  S,  himself,  who  was  in  the 
very  midst  of  the  scene,  could  not  have  given  a 
more  candid  and  accurate  account  of  it,  than  that 
of  Uke  PREBiDBirT  and  Mr.  Hahiltoh.  Whether 
other  Democratieal  societies,  besides  those  in  die 
four  Western  counties,  had  assisted  in  Wwdimg 
the  disturbances,  Mr.  S.  eonld  not  say.  Thar 

Sblications  we  have  all  se6n.  Further,  Mr.  8. 
ew  nothingj  and  thus  far  every  member  knew 
as  much  as  himself.  Before  he  sat  down,  dioe 
was  one  point  which  he  anxiou^y  pressed  upon 
the  House,  and  this  was.  that  these  deluded  peorie 
were  objects  of  real  pity.  They  were,  in  the  &st 
place,  grossly  ignorant,  and  they  had  been  per- 
suaded, by  an  utmost  diligence  of  situation,  uat 
the  American  Government  was,  even  in  thetnT, 
the  very  worst  in  ^e  world ;  and  next  that,  n 
practice,  it  was  executed  much  worse  than  any 
other  Government  under  the  sun.  Mr.  S.  ob- 
served; that  when  people  had  got  this  length  in 
absurdity,  it  was  not  difficult  to  make  tihem  fight 
against  such  a  Govemmoit. 

Mr.  Amm  began  with  apressfaig  his  {deasuie 
that  he  had  sat  down  to  give  way  to  Mr.  Soott 
to  speak;  bnt  this  erery  <ae  must  see  was  attoMh 
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ed  with  ■  penoad  sieerilee ;  and  it  was  uumifesUy 
a  dissdrsBtage  to  bring  forwaid  his  obserrations 
immediateljr  after  those  of  tiiat  nntlemaa,  because 
they  were  too' remarkable  for  their  pertinence  and 
strength  to  encourage  the  attempts  of  their  oppo- 
nents to  inralidate,  or  his  own  to  enforce  them. 

He  reqae9tedMr.GiLBs,aDd  he  urged  it  strongly 
on  the  Hotue,  to  consider  maturely  how  large  a 
part  of  the  argument  be  had  to  answer.  Mr.  Giles 
had  been  occupied  in  refuting  what  nobody  had 
asserted,  and  in  proring  what  nobody  had  denied. 
It  would  appear  to  every  person,  at  a  glance,  that, 
after  so  large  a  deduction  should  be  made,  the  ad- 
vocate of  the  amendment  would  be  left  almost 
without  an  adrersary. 

He  observed,  it  would  be  amusing,  and  not  with- 
eat  its  uses,  to  turn  a  moment  iVom  the  debate,  to 
inquire  what  wotild  be  said  of  yesterday's  deei- 
non.  Fame  already  bears  it  OA  all  her  wings,  and 
nroelaims  it  with  ail  her  tongues,  that  Congress 
nas  been  engaged  in  trying  the  Democratic  clubs; 
and  curiosity  stands  a  tiptoe  on  all  our  Post  Roads 
for  the  answer,  which  is  already  gone  forth. 
Forty-seven  members  were  for  the  clubs,  and 
fnty-flve  against  them,  so  that  the  clnbs  gained 
the  Tictory. 

Is  this  tme  t  I  dare  appeal,  (said  Mr.  Ames,) 
to  you,  sir,  and  to  every  other  patriotic  bosom, 
that  it  is  not  true  y  a  large  majority,  and  I  may 
even  say,  with  pride  and  pleasure,  almost  alt  the 
members  who  hear  me,  despise  and  abominate  the 
eluhs  as  sincerely  as  the  words  of  the  PRBSiDBHT'a 
Speech,  the  answer  of  the  Senate,  his  reply  to 
them,  or  the  amendment  now  before  as  can  im- 
ply it. 

How  happens  it,  that  the  real  sentiments  of  the 
Hoase  are  so  moch  misrepresented  by  the  vote? 
I  ihall  be  pardoned  if  I  undertake  to  explain  this 
enigma.  Two  reasons  have  been  su^sted  in 
private  conversation,  as  well  as  in  debate,  which 
will  account  for  the  vote  of  yesterday,  and  which, 
on  being  stated  and  reexamined,  will  afford  good 
catise  for  changing  it  to-day.  Tlie  first  is,  that  we 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  clubs.  We  hold 
them  in  too  much  contempt  to  hare  anything  to 
say  to  them,  or  about  them.  They  are  not  worth 
notice.  This  contempt  had  the  appearance  yes- 
terday of  countenance  and  patronaire. 

The  other  motive  suggested  is,  if  the  words  self- 
created  societies  sfaoula  be  struck  out,  the  amend- 
ment will  still  contain  the  substance  of  the  propo- 
sitiob  contended  for ;  which  is  to  reprobate  the 
eoml»nations  of  men  against  law.  This  descrip- 
tion will  include  the  dubs,  as  well  as  any  other 
wieked  combinations  that  have  had  any  agency  in 
the  insurrection. 

How  &r  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  motives 
4ia^t  to  iuflnence  those  who  have  entertained 
them  to  vote  asainst  the  amendment  for  inserting 
the  words  "  self-created  societies  and,"  will  appear 
by  a  survey  of  the  true  posture  of  the  question. 

Here  Mr.  Ames  stated,  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  PRBBiDBifT,  by  the  Constitution,  to  inform 
Congress  of  the  state  of  the  Union.  That  he  had 
accordingly  in  his  Speech  stated  the  insurrection 
atid  the  cauaef  which  (he  diOQght)  had  broogfat  it 
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on.  Among  them,  he  explicitly  reckons  the  self- 
created  soewtiea  and  combinations  of  men  to  be 
(Hie.  The  Senate  as  plainly  charge  that  as  one  of 
the  causes.  The  PsBeroENt,  in  nis  reply  to  the 
Senate,  expresses  his  high  satisfaction  that  they 
concur  with  him  in  opinion.  Here  Mr.  A.  read 
the  passages  in  the  Speech^  Address,  and  Answer 
to  the  Address.  He  said  further,  that  an  amend- 
ment was  now  offered  to  the  House,  expressed,  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  in  the  very  words  of  the  Pbbsi- 
DEHT ;  an  objection  is  urged  against  Ais  amend- 
ment that  the  proposition  contained  in  it  is  not 
true  in  fact.  It  is  also  said,  that  although  it  were 
true,  it  would  be  dangerous  to  liberty  to  assent  to 
it  in  our  Answer  to  nie  Speech.  It  is  moreover, 
say  they,  improprr,  unnecessary^  and  indecent,  to 
mention  the  self-created  societies.  The  amend- 
ment now  urged  upon  the  House  has  been  put  to 
vote  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whcde  House,  and 
rejected.  What  will  the  world  say,  and  that  too 
from  the  evidence  of  our  own  reconis,  if  we  reject 
it  again  in  the  House?  Will  it  not  be  proclaimed 
that  we  reject  the  motion  and  give  force  and  va^ 
lidity  to  the  objections  ?  Do  we  adopt  such  ol^ee- 
tions?  Are  the  Committee  consenting  to  the  shame 
of  having  them  charged  upon  the  Committee  as 
the  principles  by  which  they  hare  guided  our  de- 
cision ?  We  are  not,  Mr.  A.  was  sure  we  are  not; 
for  with  a  very  few  exceptions — I  wish  there  were 
none — both  sides  have  united  in  reprobating  the 
self-created  societies.  Surely,  then,  gentlemen 
will  not  hesitate  to  rescind  a  vote  which  is  hot 
less  deceptive  than  it  is  pernicious?  For,  if  vre 
zAopt  the  amendment,  it  will  appear  that  all  the 
bmnehes  of  the  OovemmeQt  are  agreed  in  senti- 
ment. If  we  reject  it,  -what  will  it  proclaim  lefi 
than  imbecility  and  discord?  What  will  faction 
interpret  it  to  raajwrt  short  of  this?  "The  Presi- 
UENT  and  Senate  have  denounced  the  self-created 
societies  alluded  to  in  the  Speech,  and  this  House 
has  stepped  forward  for  their  protection."  Besides 
the  unspeakable  dishonor  of  this  patrona^^  is  it 
not  rekindling  the  fire-brands  of  sedition?  is  it  not 
unchaining  the  demon  of  anarchy? 

Few  as  the  apologists  of  the  clubs  hare  been, 
the  solemnitv  and  perseverance  of  their  appeal  to 
principles,  demand  for  it  an  examination. 

The  rieht  to  form  political  clubs  has  been  urged, 
as  if  it  had  been  denied.  It  is  not,  however,  the 
right  to  meet,  it  is  the  abuse  of  the  right  after  they 
have  met,  that  is  charged  npon  them.  Town  meet- 
ing are  authorized  by  law,  yet  they  may  be  called 
for  seditious  or  tTeasottaUe  purp(»es.  The  l^d 
right  of  the  voters  in  that  case  would  be  an  ag'- 
graration,  not  an  excuse,  for  the  offence.  But  if 
persons  meet  in  a  club  with  an  intent  to  obtttract 
the  laws,  their  meeting  is  no  longer  innocent  or 
legal;  it  is  a-crime. 

The  necessity  for  forming  clubs  has  been  allied 
with  some  plausibility  in  favor  of  all  the  States, 
except  New  England,  because  town  meetings  are 
little  known,  and  not  practicable  in  a  thinly  set- 
tled country.  But  if  people  have  grievances,  are 
they  to  be  brought  to  a  knowledge  of  them  only 
by  clubs?  Clubs  may  And  out  more  complaints 
against  the  laws  than  the  snfibtew  themselves  had 
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dreamed  of.  The  number  of  those  which  a  man 
will  learn  from  his  own  and  his  neighbor's  expe- 
rience will  be  quite  sufficient  for  everv  salutary 
purpose  of  reform  in  the  laws,  or  of  relief  to  the 
citizens.  He  may  petition  Congress,  his  own  Re- 
presentative will  not  fail  to  advocate,  or,  at  least, 
to  preitent  and  explain  his  memoriaL  As  a  juror, 
he  applies  the  law ;  as  an  elector,  he  effectually 
controls  the  legislators,  A  really  aggrieved  man 
will  be  sure  oT  sympathy  and  assistance  within 
this  body,  and  with  the  public.  The  most  zealous 
advocate  of  clubs  may  think  them  useful,  but  he 
will  uot  insist  on  their  being  indispensably  so. 

The  plea  for  their  usefiuness  seems  to  rest  on 
their  advantage  of  meeting  for  political  informa- 
tion. The  absurdity  of  this  pretence  could  be  ex- 
posed in  a  variety  of  views.  I  shall  decline  (said 
Mr.  A.)  a  detailed  consideration  of  the  topic.  I 
would  just  ask,  however,  whether  the  most  in- 
flamed party  men,  who  usually  lead  the  cluh^.  are 
the  best  organs  of  authentic  information  ?  Whether 
they  meet  in  darkneasj  whether  they  hide  their 
name^  their  numbers,  and  their  doings  j  whether 
they  shut  their  doors  to  admit  information  ? 

A  laudable  zeal  for  inquiry  need  not  shun  those 
those  who  could  satisfy  it ;  it  need  not  blush  in 
the  daylight.  With  open  doors  and  an  unlimited 
freedom  of  debate,  pcuitical  knowledge  might  be 
introduced  even  among  the  intruders. 

But,  instead  of  exposing  their  affected  pursuit 
of  information,  it  will  be  enough  to  show  hereaf- 
ter what  they  actually  spread  among  the  people — 
whether  it  is  information,  or,  in  the  words  of  the 
Pbbsioent,  "jealousies,  suspicions  and  accusa- 
tions of  the  Government;"  whether,  disregarding 
the  truth,  they  have  not  fomented  the  daring  out- 
xages  against  the  social  order  and  the  authority  of 
the  laws.   ( Vide  the  Pbebioent'b  Speech.) 

They  have  arrogantly  jtreteiuled  sometimes  to 
be  the  people,  and  sometimes  the  guardians,  the 
champions  of  the  people.  They  affect  to  feel  mwe 
zeal  for  a  popular  Government,  and  to  mfbrce  more 
respect  for  Republican  principles,  than  the  real 
Representatives  are  admitted  to  entertain.  Let  us 
see  whether  they  are  set  up  for  the  people,  or  in 
oppmition  to  them,  and  their  iustitutKms. 

WiU  any  reflecting  person  suppose,  for  a  mo- 
ment, that  this  neat  people,  so  widely  extended, 
so  actively  empfoyed,  cotud  form  a  common  will 
and  make  that  will  law  in  their  individual  capa- 
citor, and  without  representation  1  They  could  uot. 
Will  clubs  avail  them  as  a  substitute  for  repre- 
sentation? A  few  hundred  persons  only  are  mem* 
bers  of  clubs,  and  if  they  should  act  for  the  others, 
it  would  be  an  usurpation,  and  the  power  of  the 
lew  over  the  many,  in  every  view  infinitely  worse 
uan  sedition  itself  will  represent  this  Govern- 
ment. 

To  avoid  this  difficulty,  shall  the  whole  people 
be  classed  into  clubs?  Shall  every  six  miles  square 
be  formed  into  a  clnb  sovereignty  ?  Thus  we 
should  guard  against  the  abuse  of  trust,  because 
we  should  delegate  none,  but  every  man  might  go 
utd  do  his  business  in  his  own  person.  We  might 
thus  form  ten  or  twenty  thousand  democracies, 
as  pure  and  simple  as  the  most  disorganizing  spi- 


rit could  sigh  for ;  but  what  could  keep  this  &ir 
horizon  unclouded?  What  could  prevent 
whirlwinds  and  fires  of  discord,  intestine  ud  fo- 
reign, from  scattering  and  consuming  tlwse  frit- 
ters and  rags  of  the  society,  like  the  dry  leaves  ii 
autunm  1  Without  respectability,  vrithout  eafetr, 
without  tranquility,  they  would  be  like  so  dmbt 
caves  of  .£olus,  where  the  imprisoned  storms  irk 
said  to  struggle  for  a  vent.  If  we  look  at  Gieea 
so  famed  for  letters  and  more  for  misery,  ve  AJi 
see  their  ferocious  liberty  made  their  petty  con- 
monwealths  wolves^  dens — that  liberty,  whiek 
poetry  represents  as  a  goddess,  history  deacriba 
as  a  canniual. 

Representative  Government,  thereforPj  i«  sobi 
from  being  a  sacrifice  of  onr  rights,  that  it  is  ikdi 
security ;  it  is  the  ^oly  pracucable  mode  for  t 
great  pet^le  to  exercise  or  have  any  rights.  It 
puts  them  into  full  possession  of  the  utmost  exer 
cise  of  them.  By  clubs  will  they  have  sometbi^ 
more  than  all?  Will  such  institutions  operate ti 
augment,  to  secnre,  or  to  aifoice  their  rigltts,i> 
just  the  contrary'? 

Knonrtedge  and  truth  will  be  friendljr  to  stichi 
Government,  and  tiiat  in  return  will  be  tmmj 
to  them.  Is  it  possible  for  any  to  be  so  deluded  u 
to  suppose  that  the  over^eal  for  Government.* 
the  part  of  the  supporters  of  this  amendment, 
would  prompt  them  to  desire  or  to  attempt  the 
structira  of  the  liberty  of  speech,  or  the  genuine 
freedom  of  the  press  ?  Impossible!  Thatwoski 
be  putting  out  the  eyes  of  the  Government  whi« 
we  are  so  jealous  to  maintain.  The  abuses  of 
these  privileges  may  embarrass  and  disturb  ov 
present  system ;  but,  if  they  were  abolished,  the 
Government  must  be  changed.  No  friend,  l^w^^ 
fore,  of  the  Constitution  could  harbor  the  wiah  IJ 
produce  the  consequences  which  it  is  iatiowM 
are  intended  to  ensne.  Mr.  A.  resnmedtheiC" 
mark  that  the  Government  rests  on  the 
ened  patriotism  of  an  orderly  and  moral  hojf^ 
citizens.  Let  the  advocates  of  Monarchy  dmh 
that  ignorance  may  be  made  to  sleep  in  chsuisi 
that  even  corruption  and  vice  may  be  enlisted  w 
auxiliaries  of  the  public  order.  It  is,  however,* 
subject  of  exultation  and  confidence  that  such  u- 
tusens  as  we  represent,  so  enlightened, sogw^ 
rally  virtuous  and  uncorrupted,  under  the  present 
mild  Republican  system,  practically  are 
more,  it  is  evidendy  the  only  system  that  isadtfl- 
ed  to  the  American  state  of  society.  But siiehi 
svstem  combines  within  itself  two  ii*'®**'^^: 
elements  of  destruction,  two  enemies  with  wwo 
it  must  conflict  forever ;  whom  it  may  '^''"'Sr? 
can  never  pacify — vice  and  ignorance. 
who  do  not  understand  their  rights,  will  ^^9^ 
or  confound  them  with  wrongs,  and  those  whoK 
turbulence  and  licentiousness  find  restiawB  ■ 
equal  laws,  will  seek  gratification  by  erasKW* 
combinations  to  overawe  or  resist  them. 

A  Government  that  protects  pwp^^y'^vj 
riahes  virtue,  will  of  course  have  vice  ■"^i'J'^ 
gality  for  its  foes,  because  it  will  be  com|«lw'' » 
abridge  their  liberty  to  invent  their  invadiagjw 
rights  of  other  citizens.  The  virtuous  and  the  ei^ 
lightened  will  cling  to  a  Republican  GoreiVSi«S 
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because  it  is  congenial  do  less  with  their  feelings 
than  their  rights.  The  licentious  and  the  prom- 
gate  are  ever  ready  for  confusion,  which  might 
give  them  cv^ry  thing,  whUe  laws  and  order  deny 
them  every  thing.  The  ambitious  and  desperate, 
by  combinatioDs,  acquire  more  power  and  influ- 
ence than  their  fellow-citizens ;  me  credulous,  the 
ufnorant,  the  rash,  and  violent,  are  drawn  by  arti- 
fice, or  led  by  character,  to  join  these  confedera- 
cies. The  more  free  the  Government,  the  more 
certain  they  are  to  grow  up,  for  where  there  is  no 
liberty  at  all,  this  abuse  of  it  will  not  be  seen. 
Oace  formed  into  bodies  diey  have  an  etprit  du 
corrn,  and  are  propelled  mto  errors  and  excesses, 
withotit  shame  or  reflection.  A  spirit  grows  up 
in  their  progress,  and  every  disappomttnent  makes 
them  more  loose,  as  to  the  means,  and  every  suc- 
ceas  more  and  more  immoderate  in  the  objects  of 
dwir  attempt.  Calumny  is  one  of  those  means. 
Those  whom  they  cannot  panish  or  control,  they 
can  vilify ;  thev  can  make  suspicion  go  where 
their  force  could  not  reach,  and  by  rumors  and 
fiUsehoods  multiply  enemies  against  their  enemies. 
They  become  formidable,  and  they  retaliate  upon 
the  magistrates  those  fears  which  the  laws  have 
inspired  them  with.  The  execution  of  the  laws 
is  not  accomplished  without  effort,  without  hazard. 
Instead  of  mildness,  of  mutual  confideDce,  instead 
of  the  laws  almost  execnting  themselves,  more  ri- 
gor is  demanded  in  the  framing,  more  force  to  se- 
eoie  the  operatioa  of  the  laws.  The  clubs  and 
turbulent  combinations  exercising  the  resisting 
power,  it  is  obviotis  that  Government  will  need 
more  force,  and  more  will  then  be  giren  to  it. 

Thus  it  appeajTs,  that  instead  of  lighteaing  the 
we^ht  of  authority,  it  will  require  a  new  momen- 
Iwm  from  clnbs  and  combinations  formed  to  resist 
it.  Turbulent  men,  imbodied  into  hosts,  will  call 
for  more  energy  to  suppress  them  than  if  the  dis- 
contented remained  nnimbodied.  Disturbances, 
fomented  from  time  to  time,  may  unhappily 
change  the  mild  principles  of  the  system,  and  the 
little  finger  then  may  be  found  heavier  than  the 
whole  hand  of  the  present  Government.  For  if 
the  clubs  and  the  Government  should  both  sub- 
sist, tranquility  would  be  out  of  the  question. 
The  continual  contest  of  one  organized  body 
against  another  would  produce  the  alternate  ex- 
tremes of  anarchy  and  excessive  rigor  Ctovem- 
menL  If  the  clubs  prevail,  they  will  be  the  Go- 
vemment,  and  the  more  secure  for  having  become 
so  by  a  victory  over  the  existing  authorities. 

In  every  aspect  of  the  discussion,  the  societies 
formed  to  control  and  vilify  a  Republican  Govern- 
ment are  hateful.  They  not  only  of  necessity 
make  it  more  rigorous,  but  they  tend  with  a  fatid 
energy  to  make  it  corrupt.  By  perverting  the 
truth  and  spreading  jealousy  and  intrigue  through 
the  land,  they  compel  the  rulers  to  depend  on  new 
supports.  The  usurping  clubs  ofier  to  faction 
within  these  doors  the  means  of  carrying  every 
point  without.  A  corrupt  understanding  is  pro- 
daced  between  them.  The  power  of  me  clubs 
will  prevail  even  here,  and  that  of  the  people  will 
INToportionally  decline.  The  clnbs  echo  the  lan- 
goBge  of  thor  proteetOTs  herej  tmth}  Tirtne,  and 
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patriotism,  are  no  longer  principles,  but  names  for 
electioneering  jugglers  to  deceive  with.  Calumny 
will  assitnilate  to  itself  the  objects  it  falls  on.  It 
will  persecute  the  man  who  does  his  duty ;  it  will 
take  away  the  reward  of  virtue,  and  bestow  praise 
only  upon  the  tools  of  faction.  By  betraying  his 
trust,  a  man  may  then  expect  the  support  of  the 
powerful  combinations  opposed  to  the  Govern- 
ment.  By  faithfully  adhering  to  it,  he  encounters 

{lersecution.  He  finds  neither  refuge  nor  conso- 
ation  with  the  public,  who  become  at  length  so 
corrupted  as  to  think  virtue  in  a  public  station  in- 
credible, because  it  would  be.  m  their  opinion, 
folly.  The  indiscriminate  jealousy  which  is  dif- 
fused from  the  clubs  tends  no  less  to  corrupt  the 
suspicious  than  the  suspected.  It  poisons  confi- 
dence, which  is  no  less  the  incitement  than  the 
recompense  of  public  senriees.  It  towers  the 
standard  of  action. 

These  observations,  which  seem  to  be  founded 
on  theory,  unfortunately  bear  the  stamp  of  expe- 
rience. History  abounds  with  the  proofs.  Never 
was  there  a  wise  and  free  Republic,  which  was 
exempt  from  this  inveterate  mauidy.  We  can  find 
a  parallel  for  the  brightest  worthies  of  Greece,  as 
well  as  for  their  calunmiators.  In  that  country, 
as  well  as  in  this,  the  assassins  of  character 
abounded.  WhUe  slander  is  credited  only  by  its 
inventors,  it  is  easy  for  a  man  to  maintain  (he  se- 
renity of  his  ctmtempt  for  both.  But  when  it  is 
adopted  by  the  public,  few  are  hardy  enough  to 
despise  opinion  J  he  that  pretends  to  do  so  is  a 
hypocrite,  and  if  he  really  does  so,  he  is  a  wretch. 
This  precious  property  is  one  of  the  first  objects 
of  invasion,  and  tne  combinations  alluded  to  are 
well  adapted  and  actively  employed  to  destroy  it. 

It  is  a  plausible  opiniqp,  that  if  the  QoTemment 
is  not  grossly  defective  in  its  form,  or  corrupt  in 
its  administration,  animosities  against  it  will  not 
exist.  This  correspcHids  neither  with  sound  sense 
nor  experience.  Equal  laws  are  the  very  griev- 
ances of  these  petty  tyrants,  who  combine  together 
to  engross  more  than  equal  power  and  privileges. 
When  power  is  conferred  exclusively  upon  the 
worthy,  the  profligate  and  ambitious  are  driven 
to  despair  of  success,  by  any  methods  that  the 
worthy  would  adopt  The  more  ptire  and  free 
the  Qovemment,  the  more  certainly  will  the  worst 
men  it  inrotects  and  restrains  beoome  its  imidaea- 
ble  enemies,  and  such  men  have  ever  been  the 
foes  of  Republics.  The  outcasts  lirom  society, 
those  who  singly  are  shunned  because  infiuny  has 
smitten  them  with  leprosy,  men  who  are  scored 
with  worse  than  plague  sores,  are  the  first  to  com- 
bine against  it.  And  such  men  have  the  ftont  to 
preach  purity  of  principles  and  reformation.  Such 
men  will  meet  in  darkness  and  perform  incaijta- 
tions  against  liberty~-there  they  will  gather  to 
medicate  their  poisons,  to  whet  Uieir  daggers,  to 
utter  their  blasphemies  against  liberty,  and  may 
proceed  again  to  shout  from  that  gallery,  or  may 
collect  wiui  cannon  at  this  door,  to  perpetrate  sa- 
crilege here  in  her  very  sanctuary. 

It  will  be  asked  what  remedy  for  this  evil?  I 
answer  no  violent  one.  The  gentle  power  of  oinn- 
ioa,  I  flatter  myself  will  prore  suffieicot  among 
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our  citizens  who  hare  sense,  morals,  and  property. 
The  hypocrisy  of  the  clubs  will  be  nnmaskea,  and 
the  public  scorn,  without  touching  their  persons 
or  property,  will  frown  them  into  nothing. 

Mr.  A.  next  proceeded  to  advert  more  particu- 
larly to  facts.  He  made  mention  of  the  Jesuits,  who 
were  banished  for  becoming  a  club  agaihst  the 
Boropean  Qovernments.  He  mentioned  the  Ja* 
eol^  alsf^  who  performed  well  in  pulling  down 
tfae  old  Goreninient,  but  because  they  would  con- 
tinue pulling  down  the  new  one,  as  such  clubs  erer 
will,  bad  their  hall  locked  up  by  Legendre.  Our 
committees  in  1774  and  1775,  were  efiieient  in- 
struments to  pull  down  the  British  Government. 
Yet,  although  they  were  friendly  to  our  own,  the 
people  laid  them  aside  as  soon  as  they  wished  to 
Duild  up  instead  of  pulling  down.  If  our  Govern- 
ment were  to  be  demolished,  clubs  would  be  a 
powerful  means  of  doing  it,  and  the  people  may 
choose  to  countenance  them  at  that  time.  But  as 
they  chooee  no  such  thing  at  present,  they  will 
discountenance  them.  The  Cincinnati  were  per- 
sonally worthy  men,  officers  of  the  most  deserving 
anrmy  that  ever  triumphed.  Yet,  although  they 
were  Aiendly  to  the  Government,  and  possessed 
the  confidence  of  the  citizens  by  die  most  brilliant 
titles,  the  nature  of  their  institution  raised  a  jea- 
lousy and  ferment.  The  State  Legislatures  con- 
demned it,  as  setting  up  a  Government  within  the 
Oovernment.  What  themire  we  to  say  of  clubs? 
Facts  have  been  rather  imprudently  called  for, 
and  let  them  be  examined. 

The  Democratic  Society  of  Vermont  state^  as 
one  reason  for  their  establishment,  the  unmerited 
abuse  with  which  the  public  papers  have  so  often 
teemed  against  the  Minister  of  our  only  ally. 
This  was  long  after  Oengi^g  whole  correspondence 
had  been  jHiblished,  and  after  France  bed  unequi- 
vocally disapproved  his  conduct 

Agreeably  to  a  previous  notification,  there  met 
at  nusburg,  on  the  21st  of  August  a  number  of 
persons,  styling  themselves  "  A  Meeung  of  sundry 
Inhabitants  of  the  Western  Oonnties  of  Pennsyl- 
TOnia." 

This  meeting  entered  into  resolutions  not  less 
exceptionable  than  those  of  its  predecessors.  The 
preamble  sug^ts  that  a  tax  on.spirttuous  liquors 
IS  unjust  in  its^  and  oppressive  upon  the  poor, 
that  internal  taxes  upon  consumption  must  in  the 
end  destroy  the  liberties  of  the  country  in  which 
they  are  introduced ;  tLat  the  law  in  question, 
from  certain  local  circumstances  which  are  speci- 
fied, would  bring  immediate  distress  and  ruin  upon 
the  Western  countrv ;  and  concludes  with  the  sen- 
timent, that  they  tnink  it  their  duty  to  persist  in 
remonstrances  to  Congress;  and  in  every  other 
legal  measure  that  may  obetmct  the  operation  of 
'the  law. 

The  resolutions  then  proceed,  first,  to  appoint 
a  committee  to  prepare  and  cause  to  be  presented 
to  Congress  an  Address,  stating  objections  to  the 
Jaw,  and  praying  for  its  repeal.  Secon^,  to  ap- 
point committees  of  correspondence  for  Washing- 
ton, Fayette,  and  Alleghany,  chafed  to  corres- 
pond toj^tfaer,  and  with  sudi  committees  as  should 
be  appointed  for  the  same  pitrpoie  in  the  county 
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of  Westmoreland,  or  with  any  committm  i 
similar  nature,  that  might  be  appointed  in  othtr 
parts  of  the  United  States;  and,  also,  if  foand  w- 
cessary,  to  call  together  either  gen^sl  metiiDgt 
of  the  pKople,  in  their  respective  counties,  or  con- 
ferences of  the  several  committees ;  and,  lastlT,to 
declare  that  they  will  in  future  consider  am 
who  hold  offices  for  the  collectioi  of  the  dntT,tf 
unworthy  of  their  friendshii^  that  they  will  sin 
no  intercourse  nor  dealings  with  them,  will  wiA- 
draw  irom  them  every  assistance,  vidikiti  iH 
the  comforts  of  life  which  dep»d  npoB  those  di- 
ties,  that  as  men  and  fellow-citizens  ve  owe  to 
each  other,  and  will  upon  all  occasions  treat  dtm 
with  contempt}  earnestly  recommending  it  to  ik 
people  at  large,  to  follow  the  same  line  eoadnti 
towards  them. 

He  mentioned  the  shamefVil  transaction  at  Lei- 
ingion,  in  Kentucky,  where  Mr.  Jay  wis  bcrnei) 
in  effigv.  '  It  was  painful,  he  said,  thus  to  dwtU 
on  the  dishonor  of  the  country,  but  it  was  alrcsdr 
published. 

The  club  of  Charleeton,  South  CaroliDBjfflJi- 
cited  an  adoption  of  the  Jacobin  club  at  Puis 
They  also  addressed  Consul  Margourit,  who  bid 
actually  gruted  commissions  to  privateers,  it  d^ 
fiance  oi^  the  PBE8iDEirr*e  Proclamation  ts  No- 
trality. 

The  club  pf  Pinckney  District  in  Carelioa  ntol 
in  ftroT  of  war  and  against  paying  taxes,  becane 
they  were  too  far  from  the  market. 

A  Virginia  club  had  voted  an  alteration  in  die 
Constimtion,  in  order  that  an  amendment 
prevent  the  Phebident  being  again  eligible,  b 
proof  necessary  to  those  who  remember  the  itatt 
of  this  city  last  spring  ?  Are  the  Tesolves  of  the 
clubs  of  this  place  and  New  York  forgotteni 
Could  outrage  and  audacity  be  expected 
ture  further  f  One  condenmed  the  excise  as  odioos 
and  tyrannical ;  the  other,  enforcing  tiat 
ment,  published  its  condemnation  of  Mr.  Jsp 
mission  of  peace.  Did  not  all  of  thansnsign 
the  whole  Government,  reprdbate  the  whole  ffa- 
tem  of  laws,  charge  the  breach  of  the  ComtinMU" 
on  the  pRMiDEHT,  and  ni»peakahle  turpitiife  w 
tiie  Administration,  as  well  as  on  this  body  ?  Smttr 
Americans,  feeling  as  thejr  ought,  for  the  hnor 
and  peace  and  safety  of  their  country,  cannot  fot- 
^t  these  excesses ;  they,  cannot  remember  tbM 
in  any  manner  which  my  reprobMitm  eonld  ca- 
forcci 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  ivocMdinp  ^ 
a  meeting  of  Delegates  from  the  Election  Diitrii^ 
Allegany  county,  held  at  Pittsburg.  Al«il  1ft  1"*" 
Thomaa  Mort&n  in  the  Ch^: 

"  At  this  juncture  we  have  France  to  asnrt  u».  vitf- 
should  we  now  take  a  part,  will  not  ftil  to  stand  by  w  now 
Canada  is  independent  of  Britain,  and  the  insUgatoiiJ 
Indian  hostilittes  are  removed ;  and  ahould  we  ^ 
while  France  is  straggling  for  her  liberties,  it  cannot » 
supposed  that  her  R^ablic  will  embark  in  s  wsrjai* 
aecotint  after  she  shall  have  been  Tidoripas.  tt** 
for  this  reason,  thatlliongh  we  qqpfoved  oftbeeoDff" 
of  the  Preatdent  and  the  Judidaiy  of  the  United  Sa» 
in  theb  endeaviin  to  prsMrve  peace  and  an  i^P^ 
oeutraUty,  until  the  sense  of  the  natioa  h*d  bee* 
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im  dMMOMHitjrof  retalisliBo  by  aetuitUy  dMlaimg  tw, 
yet  DOW  thmt  &e  Congrew  have  been  convened,  tnd 
such  jnit  groundg  ezict,  we.  are  weary  of  their  Urdinam 
in  ctuning  forward  to  meanuea  of  reprisal." 

"  But  we  have  observed  with  great  pain,  that  ooi 
couooIb  want  the  integri^  or  spirit  of  I^pubticans. 
Tbu  we  attribute  to  the  pemicious  infloence  of  itock- 
holders  or  their  subordinatee;  and  oar  minda  fee]  this 
with  so  much  indignancy,  that  we  are  ahnost  ready  to 
wish  for  a  state  of  revolution,  and  the  guillotine  of 
France,  for  a  short  qwce,  in  nder  to  inflict  punishment 
on  the  miflcreanta  mA  enervate  and  disgrace  our  Go- 
vemmenL" 

If  the  black  cfaaives  thus  brought  against  Con- 
gress and  the  whoU  GtoTernment  were  true,  the 
peofde  ought  to  fly  to  arms.  Tbey  ought  to  pull 
down  this  tower  of  iniquity  so  as  not  to  leave  one 
stone  upon  anoth^.  The  ueloded  Western  people 
beliered  them  tnie^  and  acted  accordingly.  The 
great  mass  of  the  discontented,  therefore,  are  to  be 
pitied  £br  the  ignorance  and  credulity  which  made 
them  the  dupes  of  the  clubs.  They  thought  they 
were  doing  God  and  their  country  service  by 
cleansing  this  Augean  stable  of  its  filth.  It  was 
not  oppression  that  roused  them  to  arms,  as  some 
would  insinuate ;  for  their  country  flourishes  won- 
derfully. It  was  an  insurrection  raised  by  the 
wicked  arts  of  faction. 

A  momen^  however,  is  due  to  the  peculiar  fal- 
sity of  two  of  the  slanders  on  this  body.  The  fears 
of  simple  citizens  have  been  startled  with  the  fa- 
ble, that  there  is  a  Monarchy  party  in  this  House 
and  the  other.  Look  round,  sir,  said  Mr.  A.,  if 
yon  please,  and  decide  whether  tnere  is  one  man, 
who  is  not  prineipled  as  a  RepuUiean,  who  does 
not  think  such  a  lorm  adapted  to  our  people,  and 
onr  people  to  it ;  and  who  would  not  shed  his 
blood  and  spend  his  last  billing  against  the  intro- 
doction  of  Monarchy?  I  persuade  myself,  sir, 
there  is  not  even  one  man  here  whom  any  other 
member  evea  thinks  in  his  hnrt  is  to  be  suspect- 
ed on  that  head. 

The  other  slander  which  has  contributed  to 
kindle  a  civil  war,  is  the  paper  nobUitf  in  Con- 
gress ;  that  the  taxes  are  voted  for  the  sake,  and 
enrried  solely  by  the  strei^h  of  those  who  ptit  the 
proceeds  in  their  pockets.  Is  there  a  word  of  truth 
in  this?  On  the  contrary,  there  are  propabhr  not 
ten  members  who  have  ani/  interest  m  the  nmds, 
and  that  interest  very  ineonnderable.  Citizens 
hnve  thus  been  led  by  cahimny  and  lies  to  despise 
thnr  Govemmoit  and  its  Ministers,  to  dread  and 
to  hate  it,  and  all  concerned  in  it,  so  that  the  in- 
snrreetion  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  men  and  the  so- 
cieties, who  have  invented,  or  eonflnned,  and  dif- 
fused these  slanders. 

The  fact  is  too  notorious  for  any  man  even  to 
pretend  ignorance,  that  the  insurg^ts  were  en- 
couraged to  take  arms  by  the  deltuive  hope  that 
the  militia  would  not  turn  out  against  them.  Had 
tbey  bdlieved  that  the  citizens  were  as  firm  for 
Governmen  t,  as  to  their  immortal  honor  they  have 
shown  that  they  are,  woold  the  fdly  or  deiqwra- 
tion  of  die  Western  pe<^  have  proceeded  to 
arms?  They  would  not 

Bat  Ike  aelf-mAde  aoeieties  had  published  that 
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the  rulers  were  tyrants,  usurpers,  and  plmderfli& 

abhorred  by  tbe  people,  who  would  soon  Imn 
them  dovm.  Let  us  ask  a  moment's  pause  to  re- 
flect what  would  have  been  the  fate  of  America, 
if  these  parricide  clubs  had  really  proceeded  in 
poisoning  the  public  miad,  as  completely  as  they 
attemjpt^  to  do.  Th'j  Western  iusurg^ts  would 
have  found  armies  not  to  suppress,  wit  to  assist 
them.  Thih  fair  Edifice  of  Liberty,  the  palladium 
of  our  country,  the  vrorld's  hope,  would  have 
crumbled  to  powd^. 

Mr.  A.  then  proceeded  to  notice  some  of  the  ob- 
servations which  had  been  atgeH  against  the  mo- 
tion. He  asked  whether,  in  a  point  that  so  nearly 
concerned  truth  and  duty,  the  Committee  couul 
conciliate,  that  is,  deny  the  truth  wad  betray  their 
duty.  The  proposition  stated  by  the  PaBsiUBNT 
was  true,  and  had  been  proved  to  be  so.  Shall 
our  siloice  suppress  or  contradict  the  dictates  of 
this  conviction  f 

It  is  urged  that  we  have  no  ri^t  to  pass  this 
vote;  a  singular  objection,  since  those  who  make 
it  are  consenting  to  the  adoption  of  the  clause,  to 
which  the  vrotw  self-created  sodeties  are  moved 
to  be  added.  That  clause  is  as  improper,  and  as 
unconstitutional  a  declaration  as  the  amendment. 
Is  it  possible  that  those  are  serious  in  this  objec- 
tion, who  voted  ai^use  to  General  Wayne  and* 
his  gallant  army !  Is  this  House  a  court-martial 
to  try  them  if  tney  had  done  ill  instead  of  well? 
Had  the  State  Legislatures  no  right  to  pass  votes 
respecting  the  Cmeinnati?  Then  we  have  no 
right  to  answer  the  Speech  at  all,  as  theConsttttt- 
tion  is  silent  on  that  head.  But  are  gentlemen 
who  profess  so  much  attachment  to  the  people, 
and  their  rights,  disposed  to  abolish  one  of  the 
most  signal,  the  character  of  this  House  as  the 
grand  inquest  of  the  Nation,  as  those  who  are  not 
only  to  impeach  those  who  perpetrate  offence,  bnt 
to  watch  and  give  the  alarm  for  the  prevention  of 
such  attempts  ? 

We  are  asked,  with  some  pathos,  will  yon  puo- 
ish  clubsj  with  your  censure,  unneard,  untried, 
confounding  the  innocent  with  the  ^^ty  1  Cen* 
sure  is  not  punishment,  unless  it  is  merited,  for 
we  merely  allude  to  certain  self-crated  sooterties. 
which  have  disregarded  the  truth,  and  fomented 
the  outrages  against  the  Unrs.  Those  whieh  hare 
been  innocent  will  lon^  uneenaur^  It  is  said, 
worthy  men  bdong  to  diose  dubs. .  They  may  be 
as  men  not  wanting  in  merit,  but  when  they  jom 
societies  which  are  employed  to  foment  outrages 
against  the  laws,  they  are  no  longer  innocent. 
They  become  bad  cttizens.  If  imoecnce  happens 
to  stray  into  such  company,  it  is  lost  The  men 
really  good  will  quit  such  connexions,  and  it  is  a 
fact,  that  the  most  respected  of  those  who  were 
said  to  belong  them,  have  long  ago  renounced 
them.  Honest,  credulous  men  may  be  drawn  in  to 
favor  very  bad  designs,  but  so  iw  as  they  do  it, 
they  deserve  the  reproach  which  this  vote  con- 
tains, that  of  being  tmworthy  citizens. 

If  the  worst  men  in  society  have  led  the  meet 
credulous  and  inconsidMeate  aatxvy,  the  latter  viU 
ludoubtedly  come  to  refleetiiHk  the  sooner  €ar  an 
sfipeal  to  tteir  aeue  of  inty-  This  appeid  ia 
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ma^  in  terms  which  troth  justifiei,  and  which 
nfjij  onlf  to  those  who  hare  been  eriminal. 

It  u  said,  that  this  rote  will  raise  up  die  doln 
iitto  imjporuuice.  One  member  has  even  scdemnly 
warned  OS  against  the  awakoiins  of  their  resent- 
ments. It  is  not  clear  to  my  anderstaDdiDg,  Tsaid 
Mr.  A.)  howall  the  consequeDces  which  have  oeen 
medicted  from  this  vote  will  be  accomplished. 
This  is  a  breach  of  right,  a  cnisbiog  of  those  Iree 
societies  by  oar  ceusm'e.  It  is  putting  them  dowD, 
and  yet  we  are  warned  that  it  is  raising  them  up 
and  making  them  stronger  than  this  QoTeroment. 
The  friends  of  the  motion  are  said  not  to  agree  in 
the  principle  of  their  defence  of  it,  and  therefore 
it  is  boldly  affirmed  that  they  hare  no  principle. 
Is  there  any  diffictilty  in  retorting  this  invective  1 
If  this  rote  will  call  the  attention  of  the  people 
oi  America  to  the  subject,  so  mneh  the  better. 
The  troth  will  no  doubt  be  sought  and  found  at 
last,  and  with  such  an  enlightened  public.  I  ex- 
pect the  result  will  be  made  with  its  usual  ^ood 
•esse.  That  the  self-created  societies  descnbed 
in  the  clause,  are  calculated  to  destroy  a  free  Oo- 
remment ;  that  they  will  certainly  destroy  its  tran- 
qoiiity  and  harmony,  and  greatly  corrupt  the  in- 
teflrrity  of  the  rulers,  and  the  morals  of  the  peo{de. 

In  tne  course  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  A.  strongly 
insisted  that  the  vote  was  not  indefinite  in  its 
terms.  Societies  were  not  reprobated  because 
they  were  self-made,  nor  because  they  were  poli- 
tical societies.  Every  body  as  readily  admitted 
that  they  might  be  innocent,  as  they  have  been 
generally  imprudent.  It  is  such  societies  as  have 
been  generally  imprudent.  It  is  such  societies  as 
hare  been  regardless  of  the  troth,  and  hare  fo- 
mented the  outrages  against  the  law,  Ac. 

Nor  is  the  intention  of  this  amendment  to  flat- 
ter the  PsnsiDiNT,  as  it  has  been  intimated.  He 
sniely  has  little  need  of  our  praise  on  any  personal 
account.  This  late  signal  act  of  duty  is  already 
with  his  grateful  eountrjr,  with  faithtUl  history : 
nor  is  it  in  our  power,  or  in  those  of  any  offended 
self-created  societies,  to  impair  that  tribute  which 
will  be  offered  to  him.  As  little  ground  is  there 
for  sayinc  that  it  is  intended  to  stifle  the  freedom 
of  speech  and  of  the  press.  The  question  is, 
simply,  will  you  support  your  Chief  Magistrate  ? 
Our  rote  does  not  go  merely  to  one  man  and  to 
his  feelings.  It  goes  to  the  trast.  When  clubs 
are  arrayed  against  your  GovernmeDt,  and  your 
Chief  Bugistrate  decidedly  armys  the  militia 
to  fluppress  their  insnrreetura,  will  you  coonte- 
nuee  or  diieoantenance  the  officer?  Will  yon 
ern  nMer  thu  House,  the  country,  or  eren  one 
seditions  man  in  it.  to  questiim  for  an  instant 
iHiether  your  approbation  and  cooperation  will 
be  less  prompt  and  cordial  than  his  efforts  to  sup- 
port the  laws  1  Is  it  safe,  is  it  honorable,  to  make 
a  precedent,  and  that  no  less  solemn  than  humil- 
iating, which  will  authorize,  which  will  compel 
every  ibture  President  to  doubt  whether  you  will 
approve  him  or  the  clubs  t  The  PBESinGHT  now 
in  office  would  doubless  do  his  duty  promptly  and 
with  decision  in  such  a  case.  But,  can  you  expect 
it  <if  human  nature?  and  if  you  could,  would  yon 
pnt  it  mt  risk  whether  in  futwe  a  President  shaU 


balance  between  his  duty  and  his  fear  of  ytweci' 
sure.  Thedangeris,  thataChief lifagistnle.dee- 
tire  as  ours  is,  will  temporise,  will  delay,  will  pu 
the  laws  into  treaty  with  offenders,  and  vill 
eren  insure  a  civil  war,  perhaps  the  loss  oi  our 
free  Government,  by  the  want  of  proper  ener^ 
to  quench  the  first  sparks.  You  ought,  therefore, 
on  every  occasion,  to  show  the  most  cordial  sap- 
port  to  the  Executive  in  sutmort  of  the  laws. 

This  is  the  occasion.  It  it  is  dangerous  to 
liberty,  against  right  and  justice,  against  truth  and 
decency,  to  adopt  the  amendment,  as  it  has  be«D 
argued,  then  the  President  and  Senate  have  done 
allthis. 

Mr.  A.  concluded  with  saying,  that  in  a  speeck 
so  long,  containing  such  rarious  matter,  snd  » 
raiHdly  delivered,  lie  might  hare  dropped  mssT 
ouerrations  in  an  incorrect  state.  He  relied  os 
the  candor  of  the  House,  and  of  his  oi^neiiti,for 
the  intermetation  of  them. 

The  House  now  adjouraed  without  taking  uy 
qoestioD. 

Thdbsdat,  November  27. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  President 
to  call  out  and  station  a  corps  of  militia  in  the 
four  Western  eoimties  of  Pennsylvania,  for  i  un- 
ited time,  was  reau  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  CoiT,  from  the  committee  appomied,  p^ 
sented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  R.  Livingston; 
which  was  read  the  fint  time. 

THE  PRESIDENT'S  SPEECH. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideradon  of  ^ 
amendments  reported  on  Tuesday  last,  from  tM 
Committee  of  Oie  .Whole  House,  to  whom  w 
referred  the  Address  to  the  Presidbht  or 'ni 
Unitid  States,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to  do* 
Houses  of  Congress.  Whereupon, 

The  first  amendment  being  under  ctHisideratioii, 
to  insert  as  the  second  clause  of  the  said  Addren. 
the  words  following,  to  vrit: 

**  In  tracing  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  oMi*^ 
tioD,  we  can  entertain  no  doubt  that  certain  ^"^^ 
tions  of  men,  caieleM  of  consequences  and  8^ 
ing  the  truth,  bj  disseminating  soqHcioiw,  j'*''''^ 
and  accDsationB,  of  the  Government,  have  had  w  ^ 
agency  you  asoibe  to  them,  in  fomentinf  thii  wBV 
outrage  against  social  order  and  the  autboril;^  <t 
Iaws7' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  amend  the 
said  clause,  by  inserting,  after  the  word  ^ceruu, 
the  words  ^aelf-created  societies  and:" 

Bfr.  RuTHBRPOBD  coutiuued  his  oppositimi  to 
the  motion.   He  repeated  the  subsianceof  w 
former  remarks  on  the  conduct  of  those  wi»  •jr 
peared  so  solicitous  to  throw  an  odium  ob 
Democratic  .  societies.    He  contended  th»t. 
much  importance  was  given  to  these  institaoovr 
they  were  harmless  of  themselres,  and  if  let  shk 
would  have  no  more  weight  in  the  "wno""^^ 
than  their  condoct  should  entitle  them  io> 
promulgated  troth,  the  people  would  Ii^' 
and  follow  their  advice;  if  not,  they 
into  contempt.  But  what  is  the  import  of  thM*^ 
tioa?  It  saroiB  of  jenlonsy;  a  mere  sMpcw"* 
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of  what?  He  sav  nothing  on  which  to  found 
any  such  jealousy  or  suspicion.  The  people  are 
satisfied  with  their  own  Qorernment,  they  will 
sappoTt  it  The  people  are  happy  and  contented; 
why  then  raise  douhts  and  difficulties'?  Why  start 
at  shadows?  Why  give  consequence  to  trifles? 
''Trifles  light  as  atr,  are  to  the  jealous  confirm- 
ations strong  as  proofs  of  Holy  Writ."  Let  us  dis- 
miss this  unmaDlT  jealousy,  and  let  us  imitate  the 
example  set  us  oy  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 
There  was  a  man  in  that  State  by  the  name  of 
Shays;  he  raised  a  btistle,  and  made  a  utuse;  but 
what  did  the  Gormiment  do?  Why,  they  de- 
spised htm,  and  in  a  short  tinie  he  sunk  into  in- 
significanee. 

air.  Baldwin  said  he  had,  from  the  beginning, 
entenained  doahts  relatire  to  the  propriety  of 
going  into  the  bnsiness  before  the  House  in  the 
minute  manner  proposed.  Adrerting  to  the  usual 

Erocess  in  conducting  transactions  of  this  nature, 
e  observed,  that  the  present  appeared  to  be  a  de- 
Tiation,  if  not  an  entire  innovation,  on  the  usual 
mode.  During  the  recess,  the  Fbesident  collect- 
ed and  arranged  the  informatic^n  which  he  deemed 

J>roper  to  lay  before  the  House ;  it  cannot,  there- 
ore,  be  expected,  that  the  House  should  at  once, 
at  the  threshold  of  the  session,  enter  into  a  minute 
answer  to  the  communications  of  the  Psebident, 
containing  facts  and  opinions  the  result  of  five  or 
six  montu  experience  and  reflection^  before  they 
bare  had  time  to  examine  those  opinions,  and  in- 
TeatigBte  those  facts.  Thb  never 'was  me  prac- 
tice of  this  House,  and  cannot  he  expected  from 
them. 

Mr.  B.  then  adverted  to  the  allegations  which 
had  been  adduced  aeaiiut  the  Democratic  socie- 
ties; he  questioned  weir  authenticity.  Excepting 
the  statement  in  the  possession  of  the  House,  (that 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,)  he  knew  of  no 
document  affording  any  evidence  of  the  facts  al- 
le^d ;  and  that  assigned  a  different  cause  for  the 
insurrection,  for  it  appears  by  it  that  discontents 
had  proceeded  to  a  ^reat  height  before  the  form- 
ation of  these  societies.  It  had  been  asserted  that 
the  House  bad  a  right  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
of  the  insurrection.  Let  us  proceed,  then,  as  an 
inquest;  let  us  call  for  the  evidence,  and  siA  the 
bnsiness  to  the  bottom.  At  present,  he  insisted 
the  House  was  not  prepared  to  judge  and  decide. 
If  Speech  must  be  echoed  in  every  minute 
part,  let  us  appoint  a  committee  to  digest  and  re- 
port a  state  of  filets,  a^  in  the  case  of  General  St. 
Clair.  In  matters  of  notoriety — such  a^  that  we 
were  enjoying  the  blessings  of  peace,  (when  in 
troth  that  was  the  case,)  or  in  respect  to  an^  oth- 
er self-evident  position  that  was  in  itself  mcon- 
testable,  he  had  no  objection  to  an  echo  of  the 
Address  to  the  House;  but  on  an  occasion  like  the 
present,  when  there  was  such  a  contrariety  of 
opinions,  he  could  not  see  the  propriety  of  it.  He 
regretted  the  loss  of  time  that  the  discussion  had 
occasioned,  and  that  it  had  not  been  employed  in 
the  more  essential  business  of  the  session.  As  to 
Democratic  societies,  there  were  none,  to  his 
knowledge,  in  the  State  he  represented,  (Georgia ) ; 
hat  if  there  wm^  he  Avoid  not  feel  alaimed  at 
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the  eircnmBtanee.  He  doubted  whether  the  Pan- 
siD&NT  meant  to  include  the  societies  in  general, 
under  that  denomination ;  he  rather  supposed  he 
had  reference  only  to  those  in  the  four  Western 
counties  of  Pennsylvania.  As  a  more  general 
idea,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  preferred  the  expressi<»i  com- 
binations of  men,  dtc.  He  was  fully  of  opinion, 
that,  rather  thui  spin  out  the  debate  to  any  fur- 
ther length,  it  would  be  much  more  eligible  to 
leave  the  subieet  altt^ther.  and  take  up  the  other 
business  of  the  nation.  He  was  sure  that  the 
President,  for  whom  he  professed  the  highest 
respect,  could  not  be  pleased  with  this  mcne  of 
condacting  that  before  them.  * 

Mr.  Madison  said  he  entirely  umed  with  those 
gendemen  who  had  observed  that  ue  House  should 
not  have  advanced  into  this  disenssion,  if  it  could 
have  been  avoided ;  but  having  proceeded  thus  fiir, 
it  was  indispensably  necessary  to  finish  it.  Mock 
delicacy  had  been  thrown  into  the  disenssion,  in 
consequence  of  the  Chief  Magistrate;  he  always 
regretted  the  circumstance,  when  this  was  the 
case.  This,  he  observed,  was  not  the  first  instance 
of  difference  in  opinion  between  the  PaESiDEirr 
and  this  House.  It  may  be  recollected  that  the 
Pbbsident  dissented  both  from  the  Senate  and 
,  this  House  on  a  particular  law,  (he  referred  to 
that  apportioning  the  Representatives);  on  that 
occasion,  he  thought  tbe  PafiBinEHT  right:  on  the 
present  question,  supposing  the  Pbebidbnt  re^r 
to  entertain  the  opinion  ascribed  to  him,  it  tSom 
no  conclusive  reason  for  the  House  to  sacrifice  its 
own  judgment.  It  appeared  to  him,  as  it  did  to 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  that  there  was  an 
innovation  in  the  mode  of  procedure  adopted  on 
this  occasion.  The  House  are  on  different  ground 
irom  that  usually  taken.  Members  seem  to  think 
that  in  cases  not  cognizable  by  law,  there  is  room'- 
for  the  interposition  of  tbe  House.  He  conceived 
it  to  be  a  sound  principle,  that  an  action  innocent 
in  the  eye  of  the  law  could  not  be  the  object  of 
censnre  to  a  Legislative  body.  When  the  people 
have  formed  a  Constitution,  they  retain  those 
rights  which  they  have  not  expressly  del^;ated. 
It  is  a  question  whether  what  is  thus  retained  can 
be  legblated  upon.  Opiftions  are  not  the  objects 
of  legi^tion.  Yon  animadvert  on  the  abuse  of 
reserved  rights:  how  fa  will  this  go?  It  may , 
extend  to  Ue  liberty  of  q)eech,  and  of  the  press. 
It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  this  indiscriminate  een* 
sure  is  no  punidiment.  If  it  fiiUs  on  classes,  w 
individuals,  it  will  be  a  severe  punishment.  He 
wbhed  it  to  be  considered  how  extremely  guarded 
the  Constitution  was  in  respeet  to  cases  not  wiA- 
in  its  limits.  Murder,  or  treason,  cannot  be  no- 
ticed by  the  Legi^ature.  Is  not  this  |ffoposition, 
if  voted,  a  vote  of  attainder?  To  consider  a  prin- 
ciple, we  must  try  its  nature,  and  see  how  far  it 
will  go:  in  the  present  case,  he  considered  the  ef- 
fects of  tbe  principle  contended  for  would  be  per- 
nicious. If  we  advert  to  tbe  nature  of  Republican 
Government,  we  shall  find  that  the  censonal  pow- 
er is  in  the  {^ple  over  the  Government,  and  not 
in  the  Govern  men  t  over  the  peojde.  As  he  had 
eonfidmee  in  the  good  sense  and  patriotism  of  the 
ynple,  ha  did  not  aatieipaM  any  IsBtinff  evil  to 
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result  from  the  publications  of  these  societies; 
they  will  stand  oi  fall  by  the  public  opinion ;  no 
line  can  be  drawn  in  this  case.  The  law  is  the 
only  rule  of  right:  what  is  consistent  with  that, 
is  not  punishablei  what  is  not  contrary  to  that,  is 
innocent,  or  at  least  not  oensurable  by  the  Legis- 
lative body. 

With  respect  to  the  body  of  the  people,  (whether 
the  outrages  have  proceeded  from  weakness  or 
wickedaefSj)  what  has  been  done,  and  will  be  done 
by  the  Legulature,  will  have  a  aue  effect.  If  the 
proceedings  of  the  Oovernment  should -not  have 
CD  effect,  will  this  declaration  produce  ill  The 
people  at  large  ar*  possessed  of  proper  sentiments 
on  tbe  subject  of  the  insurrection;  the  whole  Con- 
tinent reprobates  the  conduct  of  the  insurgents;  it 
is  not,  therefore,  necessary  to  take  the  extra  step. 
The  pre&s,  he  believed,  would  not  be  able  to  shdte 
the  confidence  of  the  people  in  tbe  Governmeut. 
In  a  Republic,  light  will  prevail  over  darkness, 
truth  over  error:  he  had  uudoubted  confidence  in 
this  principle.  If  it  be  admitted  that  the  law  can- 
not animadvert  on  a  particular  case,  neither  can 
we  do  it.  Qovernmeuts  are  administered  by  men: 
the  same  degree  of  purity  does  not  always  exist. 
Hoaestjr  of  motives  may  at  present  prevail,  but 
this  afiords  no  assurance  that  it  will  always  be 
the  case.  At  a  future  period,  a  Legislature  may 
exist  qS  a  very  different  complexion  from  the  pre- 
sent: in  this  view  we  ought  not,  by  any  vote  of 
ours,  to  give  support  to  measures  which  now  we 
do  not  hesitate  to  reprobate. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  anticipated 
him  in  several  remarks.  No  such  inference  can 
fairly  be  drawn  as  that  we  abandon  the  pREai- 
nsMT,  should  we  tuss  over  the  whole  business. 
The  vote  passed  this  morning,  for  raising  a  force 
to  complete  the  good  work  of  peace,  order,  and 
tranquility,  begun  by  the  Executive^  speaks  quite 
a  dioereht  language  from  that  which  has  been 
used  to  induce  an  adoption  of  the  principle  cod- 
tanded  for.  Mr.  H.  adverted  to  precedotts:  none 
puaHel  to  the  subject  before  us  existed.  The  in- 
quiry into  the  failure  of  the  expedition  under  St. 
Clair  was  not  in  pdnt.  In  that  ease,  the  House 
appointed  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  into  the  con- 
doct  <tf  an  individual  in  the  jMibfic  service;  the 
^Democratic  societies  are  not.  He  knew  of  nothing 
^n  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature  which  war- 
rants the  House  is  saying,  tnat  ioatitntions  con- 
fessedly not  illegal,  were  aidijeets  of  Legislative 
ceDsure. 

Mr.  Dextbb  rose  in  reply  to  Mr.  Madibom.  He 
said  that,  if  he  viewed  the  subject  as  trivial  as 
some  gentlemen  appeared  to,  he  would  not  trou- 
ble the  House  witn  any  further  remarks,  after 
having  so  long  detained  them  while  in  Commit- 
tee: u  he  viewed  the  amendment  proposed  as 
dangerous  to  the  most  perfect  freedom  ofexpress- 
ing  jpolitical  opinions,  as  the  gentleman  seemed 
to  who  was  last  up,  he  would  ne  die  last  to  sup- 
port it.  He  said  Uint  the  most  certain  way  to 
oeBtroT  this  freedom  was,  to  encourage  an  unlim- 
ited abuse  of  it;  and  the  way  to  render  a  free 
press  useless,  was  to  proetitote  it  to  the  base  pur- 
poies  fl^  puty  and  falsehood,  until,  weaded  with 


constant  impositions,  the  public  would  reject  tU 
iufornuitioo  from  that  source  as  unc»tam  ud 
delusive.   He  said  that  the  most  successful  wet- 

Eon  used  by  tbe  enemies  of  civil  freedom  erei 
ad  been,  to  push  the  ideas  of  liberty  to  sudi. 
wild  extreme.<t  as  to  render  it  impracucable  and 
ridiculous,  and  thus  to  compel  the  sober  put  4 
the  commimity  to  submit  to  usurpation  as  a  lea 
evil  than  utter  insecurity  and  aiutrchy:  be  added, 
if  America  loses  her  liberty,  diis  wul  be  the  u- 
strument  of  her  destruction.  We  possess,  he  said. 


greater  equality  of  property  and  information  than 
any  other  nation;  the  means  of  subsistence  are*) 
easily  obtained,  that  no  man  is  necessarily  de 
pendent  on  the  will  of  another;  from  these  ci^ 
cumstances,  our  country  is  more  fit  than  any  oth- 
er for  a  Republican  form  of  Ctovernment:  if  ve 
fail  in  maintaining  it,  we  shall  be  fairly  coI^ide^ 
ed  to  have  made  an  experiment  not  only  fot  oar- 
selves,  but  for  the  world,  which  will  prore  that 
the  beautiful  theory  of  civil  freedom  is  not  [nt 
ticable  by  man;  that  ambition  and  envy,  aided  bj 
ignorance,  are  naturally  too  strong  for  patrioliim. 
Mr.  D.  said,  that  the  nature  of  civil  freedom  is 
more  obscure  than  its  real  friends  could  vii^; 
that  it  consists  rather  in  what  it  forbids  thsn  in 
what  it  aUows;  that  man  was  free  before  he  be- 
came a  member  of  society;  that  the  great  object 
of  associating  was  not  to  obtain  freedom,  for  that 
was  possessed  before;  but  to  guard  asainst  the 
abuse  of  it,  in  violating  the  rights  of  ouers.  Mf 
liberty,  he  said,  is,  that  all  other  citizens  are  re- 
strained from  violating  my  rights,  and  the  libertji 
of  each  one  of  them  is,  that  1  and  all  others  are 
equally  restrained  from  violating  his  rights.  Be* 
straint,  then,  is  necessary  to  constitute  civil  bliet- 
ty;  and  the  uniformity  of  this  restramt,  as  it  ope- 
rates equally  on  all  classes  of  citizens,  is  equautf- 
I  know,  sir,  that  a  doctrine  very  different  fnw 
this  has  been  holden  b_y  some  false  spostles  of 
liberty,  and  that  the  asmring,  the  vicious,  the 
perate,  and  the  weak,  have  flocked  to  this  sWd- 
ard;  by  them  the  power  to  violate  tbe  rights  of 
others,  and  disturb  the  public  peace  with  uapo- 
nity,  has  been  profanely  called  liberty,  and  the 
universality  of  this  has  been  called  equality-  Caa 
I  be  a  freeman,  sir,  if  the  Government,  which  u 
my  only  security  fur  all  my  rights,  may  be  un- 
ded  with  impunity,  and  ray  reputation,  the  dear- 
est of  all  possessions  and  the  best  reward  of  vffW*) 
blasted  by  the  foul  breath  of  slander  and  n^e- 
hood?  When  this  shall  be  admitted  as  a  pr^'P* 
in  the  American  code-,  we  shall  call  that  freedon 
which  will  be  our  misery ;  we  shall  cease  to  de- 
serve liberty  :  we  shall  need  a  master.  1*' 
meet  for  deliberatiDg  on  public  matters;  let  tnea 
freely  express  their  opinions  in  conversation  or  la 
priu^  but  let  them  do  this  with  a  decent  re^> 
for  the  will  of  the  mwority,  and  for  the  Govern- 
ment and  rulers  which  the  peonle  have  a^xnni- 
ed;  let  them  not  become  a  band  of  coo^ntog 
to  make  and  propagate  falsehood  and 
them  not  instigate  to  the  highest  crimes  agtu^ 
society;  and,  sir,  if  any  have  so  done,  let  not » 
encounge  them  in  these  outn^es by caUingu^ 
the  exercise  of  the.  ianolable  rights  of  ncen^ 
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rczedit  among  the  peoi^  is  giving  a  blow  to 
weakest  part  of  our  CtoTenuoent.  It  wovid 
be  a  most  importaiu  poUtieal  aequisitifni,  if  meaoE 
coaM  be  derjsed  to  scatter  through  the  uaioii  true 
ideas  of  the  measures  of  Goremment  The  best 
iitleiitioiis  eauuot  now  guard  the  citizens  from 
being  deeeired,  by  tlie  cunning  and  depraved: 
•sane  imimTemeat  on  this  subject  seems  essen- 
tially necessary  to  poiect  the  system  of  political 
freedom.  Scatterect,  as  our  countrymen  are,  over 
an  immense  oountr^r,  and  employed  in  useful  in- 
doitry,  perhaps  this  is  radier  to  be  wished  for  tiuin 
eiqiiected;  but  we  can  at  least  take  measures  to 
prerent  the  most  &tal  effeeta  from  misr^weseW- 
acions  and  scantbJ. 

Mr.  D.  said,  he  had  made  these  remarks  as  being 
l^)pUcahle  to  most  of  the  reasooing  against  the 
proposed  araendmeat,  and  particularly  to  tiiat  of 
tike  gentlenua  from  Virginia,  who  last  sat  down, 
[Mr.  Maoisom.]  He  was  no  mwe  inclined  to  in- 
fringe lights  w&ieh  the  people  had  reserved  than 
that  genUemau}  but  he  did  not  know  aay  article 
or  pnoeiple  of  the  Constitution  bv  which  the  peo- 
p^B  had  reserved  to  themselves  the  precious  right 
of  vilifying  and  misrepreseatiitg  their  own  Go- 
vern meat  and  lawsj  and  exciting  tteason  and  re- 
bellioo,  with  impunity.  However  inestimable  the 
right  oif  flree  discusuon  of  public  matters,  and  of 
a  u«e  press,  might  be,  (ana  no  man  v^ued  them 
more  highly  than  himself,)  he  thought  that  when 
tkey  were  so  abused  as  to  become  Iwstile  to  liber- 
ty, and  threaten  her  destraction,  the  abuses  ought 
to  be  corrected;  and  he  argued  irom  the  principle 
of  self-preservation,  that  the  Government  of  every 
couatry  must  have  the  right  to  do  so.  Unless 
those  are  more  sacred  Uian  the  very  liberty  they 
•r«  denned  to  secare,  this  owaot  be  denied. 

Mr.  D.  observed,  that  Mr.  MAOiaoa  had  suted 
as  a^ncinle  from  which  to  argue,  and  on  which 
ahnost  all  nis  deduedons  were  rauoded,  a  proposi- 
tion so  doubtful  in  itself^  ttat  it  0B£^t  rather  to 
be  jproved,  than  assumed  as  a  first  principle  from 
which  to  reason,  viz.  that  we  cannot  rightfully 
intermeddle  in  any  way  with  a  subject  which  we 
cannot  regulate  by  law.  Admitting  it  to  be  a  true 
and  self-evident  proposition,  however,  he  said,  it 
cooduded  nothing  against  toe  amaidment:  for  it 
would  still  remain  to  be  proved,  which  it  never 
covUd  be,  that  the  Lwislature  had  no  right  to  re- 
strain such  abuses  by  law.  He  did  not  think  it 
necessary  or  expedient  to  make  any  law  on  the 
subject;  he  hoped  it  never  would  be:  but  he  did 
not  doubt  the  right  to  fortad  such  nigrant  out- 
zagpee  on  social  wder,  and  all  arts  tending  to  pro- 
duce them.  There  can  be  no  better  proof;  he 
Aid,  that  such  laws  may  be  made,  than  that  they 
DOW  exist.  Mr.  Madiboh  had  mentioned  religious 
societies  as  not  to  be  prohilnted  by  law;  as  mch, 
Mr.  D.  said  they  clearly  could  not  be;  no  more 
could  harmless  aitcussions  of  political  subjects  by 
individuals  or  associations.  But,  wonld  any  man 
^oubt,  whm  under  the  pretence  of  the  exercise  of 
these  rights  the  bbckest  crimes  were  instigated 
and  perpetrated,  tliat  the  law  had  a  right  to  pim- 
iah,?  The  elubs  have  waged  wai  not  only  with 
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the  <jiovernment  which  the  people  have  instituted 
and  the  rulers  which  they  have  appointed,  but 
they  have  counteracted  all  the  most  essential 
principles  of  Republicanura.  They,  being  a  smafi 
minority,  have  attempted  to  control  the  majority; 
to  usurp  a  power  which  the  people  never  del»- 
gated  to  them;  -to  act  .as  censors,  nay,  eontroUen 
of  the  Oovernmeat  and  laws;  tney  are  responsi- 
ble to  nobody  for  the  exercise  of  it,  and  are  to 
continue  in  office  as  long  as  they  shall  please. 
Such  societies  hare  all  the  properties,  except  the 
power,  of  absolute  despotism;  yet  these  tyrants 
{wato  about  liberty,  and  profiue  the  name  of  Re- 
publicanism. 

Mr.  D.  adverted  to  Mr.  Madison's  observation 
that  the  censure  intended  must  be  a  punishment, 
and  that  the  House  had  no  Coostituttoaal  right  to 
convict  of  or  punish  for  crimes.  If  the  proposed 
amendment  be  a  punishment,  be  said,  it  is  of  a 
singular  kind;  it  is  punishment  in  the  abstract, 
wiuiout  an  object  pnniahed.  It  says  that  certota 
self-created  societies  have  trespassed.  Can  this 
be  called  a  stigma  on  all  such  societies?  The 
word  certam  forbids  this  construction.  Which 
society  is  punished?  None;  noless  conscience  or 
public  opinion  shall  designate  tlu  object. 

The  Pbbsident,  in  anotha:  ^t  of  his  Address, 
has  lamented  that  certain  citizens  have  shown 
themselves  capable  of  an  insurrection}  and  we 
have  done  the  same  in  our  Answer.  Is  this  a 
stigma  on  all  citizens?  It  had  been  repeatedly 
said,  that  the  measure  is  unnecessary^  because  the 
danger  has  subsided ;  but,  he  atsked,  is  it  not  ne- 
cessary to  iaform  the  people  from  whence  the 
evil  arose,  to  guard  against  a  repetition  of  it?  Can 
we  always  presume  on  the  same  prompt  patriot- 
ism erf"  a  future  Bixeciuive,  or.  the  same  public 
confideoce  in  bis  nieasares  and  compliance  w^ 
his  requisitions?  or,  on  the  same  good  fortune  in 
teclaiming  or  subjugating  the  disobedient?  There 
was  a  time,  when  the  insuxrection  was  truly  formir 
dabte;  it  rose  like  a  water-spout,  thteatenioK  to 
annibilate  gravity,  and  throw  the  ocean  to  Hea- 
ven ;  and  as  that,  by  force  of  the  general  principle  of 
attraction,  returns  again  to  its  former  level,  and 
mixes  with  the  surrounding  waters,  so  this  civil 
tumult  has  been  overcome  oy  the  energy  of  the 
laws;  but  it  is  folly  to  incur  future  evils,  pre- 
suming on  similar  good  fortune.  The  heavy  hand 
bf  despotism  may  lorcibly  hold  down  the  scale 
which  preponderates,  and  preserve  public  order; 
but  in  free  establishments  like  ours,  where  the 
scales  are  nioely  balanced,  the  smallest  breath 
disturbs  the  equilibrium. 

A  gentleman  from  Virgmia  [Mr.  Giles]  has 
compared  the  amendment  to  the  denunciations  of 
France.  Those  were  not  uttered  by  the  organs 
of  the  public  will;  they  were  denunciations  of 
individuals,  or  self-created  societies  against  indi- 
viduals; whereas  this  is  neither.  This  is  only 
stating  a  fact  for  public  information.  The  same 
gentleman,  and  many  others,  have  said  that  we 
have  not  sufficient  evidence  of  this  fact.  We 
know,  sir,  that  resolutions  of  such  societies,  en- 
couraging rebellion,  were  made  and  publisned; 
we  know  that  their  natural  tSSeat  did  take  place. 
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Knowing,  then,  both  the  canse  and  effect,  can  we 
doubt  of  their  cotmexion?  If  I  see  a  &rek)ck 
pointed  at  a  man,  bear  the  discharge,  see  the  man 
fall,  [,  on  iaspection,  find  a  ball  lodged  in  his  body — 
can  I  doubt  as  to  the  canse  of  the  death  of  the 
man,  because  I  could  not  see  the  ball  pass  from 
the  muzzle  to  the  man?  -Must  we  see  things,  in 
their  nature  invisible,  before  we  believe?  The 
PaESiDERT  has  been  present. at  the  scene  of  in- 
surrection ;  we  hare  his  testimony  on  the  subject, 
and  other  official  communications  are  not  want- 
ing. We  have  the  pointed  testimony  of  the  mem- 
ber from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Scott,]  who  was  an 
eye-witness.  He  tells  us  that  the  club  there  di- 
rected the  insurrection;  that  the  same  men  were 
leaders  in  the  club  and  in  the  field;  and  that  they 
corresponded  with  other  clubs.  The  gentleman 
iirom  Vi^inia^  last  alluded  to,  has  said  that  dia- 
content  and  disturbance  existed  there  prior  to  the 
establishment  of  clubs.  But,  does  it  follow  from 
this  that  their  measures,  when  established,  did  not 
increase  the  evil,  and,  by  deceiving  the  malcon- 
tents as  to  the  principles  and  conduct  of  the  Qo- 
Temment,  and  the  disposition  of  the  people,  en- 
courage them  to  take  arms?  The  clubs  declared 
they  spoke  the  opinion  of  the  people,  and  the  de- 
luded msurgents  believed  them.  The  same  gen- 
tleman has  said  that  the  President  addresses  the 

Snblic,  and  not  us,  on  this  subject,  and  therefore 
oes  not  expect  an  answer.  Why,  sir,  shall  not 
we  join  in  the  Address^  if  it  be  true  and  useful? 
The  Senate  have  done  it;  if  we  do  not,  we  seem 
to  contradict  it.  If  we  do  not,  we  create  a  dan- 
;gerous  disagreement  between  the  different  branch- 
■es  of  GhiTemment,  distract  the  public  mind,  and 
eneonrage  disorders. 

If  the  member  from  FennsylTania  is  to  be  cre- 
dited, ^and  no  man  wiU  disrate  his  testimony,) 
the  cluDs  are  more  criminal  uian  the  deluded  in- 
surgents; yet  we  have  censured  the  latter  without 
reserve.  Why,  sir,  has  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia {|Mr.  GtLEs]  criminatecTso  severely  our  zeal 
on  this  question?  Why  has  he  condemned  the 
oratory  it  has  excited,  when  he  often  gives  us 
such  handsome  specimens  of  it?  If  liberty  and 
our  country  are  in  danger,  it  is  treason  to  be  cold. 
From  the  gentleman's  censures  on  the  loose  rea- 
soning and  warmth  in  &vor  of  the  amendment, 
we  were  led  to  expect  from  him  the  most  dispas- 
sionate demonstration;  yet  the  gentleman  appear- 
ed, in  some  of  bis  reasoning,  more  ingenious  than 
solid:  it  was  too  fine-spun  to  be  strong.  The 
strength  of  bis  understanding,  like  the  intense 
heat  of  the  sun,  produced  a  vapor  to  obscure  its 
own  effulgence.  One  plain  distinction  is  an  an- 
swer to  most  of  the  reasoning  of  this  gentleman 
and  his  colleagues.  We  do  not  contend  for  con- 
troling,  or  even  animadverting,  on  the  riehts  of 
opinion,  or  of  publishing  opinions.  We  wish  only 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  abuses  of 
those  rights,  and  the  crimes  such  abuses  have  pro- 
duced, fwhich  endanger  the  existence  of  those 
very  rights,  and  liberty  in  general,)  in  order  that 
the  people,  knowing  the  evil,  may  themselves  cor- 
rect it, 

Mr.  Nicholas,  after  a  short  apology  for  speak- 


ing uain,  obaerred,  the  gentleman  who  amnnd 
die  Hovae  yestentoy,  and  the  gentleinan  who  jvi 
sat  down,  hare  bo  far  fallen  short  of  their  object 
that  he  should  be  pardoned  in  taking  a  review  tl 
the  subject.   The  gentlemen  have  adopted  tUi 
mode:  uiey  first  propose  a  questi<ai,  and  from  i 
comparison  of  the  mischiefs  arising  on  the  difo- 
ent  decisions,  urge  a  right  to  decide,  vriieu  nosaek 
right  is  contended  to  exut.  Wliat  is  the  erideue 
on  which  we  are  to  decide?  the  teMimony  of  tbe 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania?  He  refers  to  ow 
society  only.   Adverting  to  the  Address,  Hi.  N- 
expressed  nis  surprise  mat  so  much  aid  tunlbea 
drawn  from  that  quarter.   He  respected  the  Fit- 
8IDE1TT — he  believed  his  deelaratioaa;  bat  this  is- 
posed  no  obligation  to  add  his  own.  Notidng  Ul 
Dbxtbb*s  r^otuto  on  the  abuse  of  the  lilmtftf 
the  ^ess,  headrerted  to  the  pnblieatiauof  dK 
Democratic  societies;  if  ther  are  so  Alieai  ti 
pretended,  they  will  defeat  memselves.  HeB»- 
ticedthe  concession  which  had  been  niide,tki 
societies  for  political  informati«i  aie  legili  W 
may  be  useful:  taking  this  for  granted,  Iw  iuiit- 
ed  that  they  had  a  right  to  censure  as  wdlutt 
inform;  for,  without  this  right,  the  conc<aa<e 
amounts  to  nothing.   He  noticed  the  tigamai 
that  the  censure  bemg  general,  does  not  imoaBt 
to  individual  censure.   If  it  is  not  geoenl  u» 
individual  censure  both,  the  argument  in  ftma 
the  general  proposition  is  of  no  use,  and  is  o^ 
tory.   He  noticed  the  assertion  of  Mr.  Dexto- 
that  the  House  had  a  right  to  legislate  in  tbiso*' 
Mr.  N.  remarked,  that  by  this  mode  the  House  in- 
cluded the  TMfolar  course  of  l^pslatioo,  bf  >  a- 
gle  vote,  at  the  commencement  of  the  seA*- 
We  are  ealled  upon  Co  support  the  PbhidhR- 
but  what  are  we  to  support— his  aetiou  v  » 
opinions?  The  Constitution  does  not  tltlj^"  , 
the  pRBsmBNT;  but  the  PRBafUBHT  has  oolf 
ed  an  opinion  to  the  people,  and  leaves  it  ^^1^ 
to  reflect  on  it.  He  lamented  that  the  PsEBtDiin^  | 
weight  and  influence  waa  brought  so  i 
debate.  He  bad  heard  it  said  it  was  pari «  *^  > 
tem:  he  wished  it  might  not  be  iiguriowto™' 
or  to  the  Government.  _^  I 

Mr.  MoNTGOHBRT  was  of  opmioD  that  Mr  W»' 
TBB,  and  some  members  on  that  side  of  ^'.1"^ 
tion,  had  laid  much  stress  upon  a  very  "J?^ 
cant  sort  of  argument   You  must  vote  ihB«»l 
or  that  way.  because,  if  yon  do  nof,  the  cit^^i 
the  United  States  will  imagine  that  'J" 
House  of  Representatives  are  in  favor  of 
cratic  societies.   One  gentleman  [Mr.  A'J'^Lj 
told  us  that  Fame,  or  (Sdumny,  with  ow  hoDjJ 
or  one  hundred  thousand  tongues,  ^/f^"^!^ 
every  Post  Road  on  the  Continent,  aao  I"2c(r 
iog  that  forty-five  or  forty-seven  ^^^'^f^iiesT^ 
gress  were  in  favor  of  Democratic  jm-i 
had  likewise  been  alleged,  that  if  the  ^^^^ 
could  be  carried,  the  people  woold  cODswjJ-jp 
whole  weight  of  the  House  of  I^^P"1^l?V 
against  the  societies.  Mr.  M.  c''°"^^'*^jrtaft. 
soning  as  entirely  chimerical.   The  P^Pf.j  m 
by  this  time,  as  well  as  the  House  iwlf  Jj; 
they  were  divided  by  a  majority  of  one 
and,  wliich  ever  party  gained  the  victoift 
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pie  wontd  pay  as  much  resjpect  to  the  rotes  of 
itvtf-Are  membera  on  one  side,  as  of  forty-^eren 
on  the  other  The  trifling  difference  of  two  or 
•hree  rotes  would  make  no  impression  whatever, 
m  forming  the  sentiments  of  the  pablic. 

Did  gentlemen  imagine  that  the  PresidsnTj 
admitting  that  be  was  in  any  way  interested  in 
their  decision,  could  feel  any  grrat  satisfactioQ 
in  a  majority  of  forty-seven  against  forty-six? 
Or,  was  the  weight  of  the  forty-six  members  to  be 
destroyed,  with  the  public,  merely  b«»use  they 
were  outroted  by  such  a  narrow  majority?  If  the* 
amendment  was  roted  atall,  it  would  be  in  this  way ; 
and  he  could  not  possibly  see  what  advantage  any 
party  was  to  -reap,  from  baring  such  a  maiority. 
I  The  people  at  large  know,  as  well  as  the  House, 
',  the  state  of  the  votes  on  the  amendment;  and,  at 
any  rate,  they  will  judge  for  themselves.  He 
wished  the  thing  to  fall  asleep;  and,  as  the  most 
peaceable  way  to  get  rid  of  it,  he  should,  if  se- 
conded, more  the  pferioiu  question.' 

Sereral  gentlemen  rose  to  second  the  motion. 
Mr.  Sedowick  and  Mr.  Dayton  declared  that  it 
was  out  of  order.  It  would  bring  the  House  into 
such  a  dilemma,  that  they  couldnot  get  forward 
with  the  business  either  one  way  or  another. 

After  some  dispute,  this  point  of  form  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Sf  BAKBB.  He  declared  that  the  mo- 
tion for  the  previousquestioQwas  in  order,  theques- 
iion  being  on  the  amendment.  This  opinion  was 
orerruled  by  the  House.  The  House  were  then 
j^oing  to  divide,  when — 

Mr.  CARNKd  iose. — He  was  entirely  against  the 
amendment.  It  denounced  vengeance  against  all 
societies:  this  was  extremely  unjust.  It  would 
be  better  for  the  House  to  spfnkout  like  men,  and 
■une  the  ciil]wita.  Let  a  CMnraittee  be  appoint- 
ed, if  it  must  t^e  notice  of  the  a&ir,  uid  let 
tkem  inquire  and  r^rt  what  was  the  real  cause 
of  the  late  insurrection.  Mr.  G.  gare  an  instance 
oT  a  Democratical  society  that  tnroed  out  as  rol- 
onteers  against  the  rioters.  Do  we  think,  (said 
]MCr.  C^)  tnat  the  President  interests  himseif  in 
our  Address?  Sir,  the  pREaioENT  is  not  to  be 
amused  with  trifles.  He  is  not  to  be  tickled  with 
the  turn  of  a  paragraph.  What!  are  we  to  answer 
a  line  and  a  half  of  a  Speech,  with  a  vote  that 
strikes  at  the  soul  of  all  society?  Are  we  to  point 
the  finger  of  execration  indiscriminately?  What 
will  be  the  effect,  sir,  of  this  conduct?  A  gentle- 
man [Mr.  Sedowick]  told  you  the  other  day,  that 
Democratic  societies  had  produced  the  insurrec- 
tkin;  but  when,  in  the  course  of  his  obserrations, 
he  became  a  lime  more  animated,  be  told  us  that 
ft  Ibiei^  EnToy,  Oenetj  bad  been  the  eauieof  all 
tbis  mischief.  If  this  be  true,,  the  Democratic 
societies  are  innocent.  Sir,  by  this  anKadment 
roa  would  prevent  the  freedom  of  speech,  and 
lock  the  mouths  of  men.  They  are  not  to  cen- 
sure the  measures  of  Government,  and  then  bad 
men  may  do  what  they  please  with  it.  I  hope, 
sir,  that  the  day  will  never  come,  when  the  peo- 
|4e  of  America  shall  not  have  leave  to  assemble, 
aod  speak  their  miod.  It  is  acknowledged  that 
(Lis  anair  is  not  an  object  of  Judicial  cognizance. 
This  orerstraining  ^Iways  defeats  its  own  pur- 


pose. The  trial  of  Muir^  and  others,  on  flimsy 
grounds,  have  done  more  serrice  to  the  cause  a 
their  parw  than  if  they  had  reeeired  a  reinforce- 
ment of  nre  thtmsand  fighting  men. 

As  to  the  comparistm  between  this  matter  and 
St.  Clair's  fiiilure,  diere  was  no  sort  of  similarity 
or  correspondoice  between  them.  In  that  case, 
the  House  had  employed  servants,  and  was  enti- 
tled to  look  into  their  conduct.  The  present 
amendment,  on  the  contrary,  holds  up  no  deter- 
minate object,  and  has  ill-nature  and  asperity  on 
the  very  fece  of  it.  When  the  PaEaiDENT.  in  his 
Speech,  mentioned  the  self-created  societies,  he 
did  not  address  himself  to  the  House  of  Repre-- 
sentatires,  but  to  the  people  at  large.  But  if  it 
was  to  become  the  rule,  m  framing  a  reply,  to 
make  it  an  exact  echo  of  the  Speech  itself — if 
there  was  no  necessity  for  exercising  our  judg- 
ments, he  considered  the  House  as  UMdng  time. 
It  would  be  much  better  to  take  the  Speech  at 
once,  turn  the  other  end  uppermost,  ana  send  it 
back  to  the  pBBeii>Bi«T  as  fast  as  ponible.  As  to 
this  all-powerful  resolution,  which  was  to  go  into 
those  dark  ceils  of  which  the  House  had  been  told, 
it  would  be  much  better  to  give  the  gentleman 
^Mr.  W.  SmiVh]  a  blacking-brush,  and  send  him 
into  them,  to  mark  out  the  guilty.  The  House 
would  then  know  how  to  proceed. 

Mr.  C.  objected  to  Mr.  Dexteb's  comparison, 
of  a  man  shot  dead  by  a  ball.  He  wanted  the 
gentleman  to  show  him  the  bullet;  or,  in  plain 
terms,  to  show  him  a  letter  from  the  Democratic 
societies  of  New  York,  or  Philadelphia,  addressed 
to  the  Western  people,  and  exciting  them  to  in- 
surrection; but  as  the  gentleman  could  show  him 
no  such  thing,  Mr.  C.  nttnly  denied  the  proinriety 
of  the  parallel. 

Mr.  W.  Shitr  thought  it  somewhat  strange 
that,  at  this  time  of  day,  members  should  be  caiU' 
ing  for  facts,  when  these  are  so  well  known  to  all 
the  House.  He  then  read  a  set.  of  resolutions, 
dated  8th  of  May  last,  adopted  and  published  by 
the  Democratic  society  of  Philadelphia.  These 
resolutions  condemned,  in  the  most  unqualified 
terms,  the  appointment  of  John  Jay  as  Minister 
from  the  United  States  to  the  Court  of  London, 
because  they  say  he  had  formerly  declared  that 
the  British  were  entitled  to  keep  the  Western 
posts,  and  because  it  was  contrary  to  the  Consti- 
tution to  appoint  a  Judge  to  a  diplomatic  station. 
The  strongest  censure  was  likewise  cast  upon  the 
Executire,  for  baring  made  such  an  appointment. 
These  resolutions  were  ctrenlar,  and  voted  to  be 
sent  to  all  the  Detnoeratic  societies  in  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  8.  next  obserred,  th&t  indiridual  Legbla- 
tures  in  the  Union  had  passed  rotes  of  censure  on 
this  House;  and  he  did  not  see,  by  a  parity  of 
reasoning,  why  the  House  might  not  abo  pass 
rotes  of  censure.  Mr.  S.  said,  that  there  bad  been 
a  great  change  of  sentiments  of  some  members  of 
that  House.  About  two  years  ago,  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  determined,  by  thirty-fire 
votes  agamst  sixteen,  to  pass  an  iN^ion  on  the 
new  Constiintion  of  France;  and  the  Mntlemen 
who  had  Aot  assrcised  the  lights  now  deued  that 
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Howe  had  it.  Mr.  8.  ecnclnded  by  sajring, 
t  the  Pbesident  had  denounced  the  Demo- 
endical  societiea^  uul  they  had  denouaced  him. 

Mr.  QiLBB  rose  and  said}  that  the  cha^  of  in- 
Qousistency  rested  with  the  member  last  up;  who, 
in  the  case  referred  to,  had  asserted  that  the  House 
had  no  right  to  pass  a  vote  of  opinion,  yet,  en  the 
present  question,  insisted  that  they  had.  Mr.  O. 
was  (me  of  the  thirty-five  who  voted  for  aa  exer- 
cise of  opinion,  but  this  was  only  for  returning  a 
civil  answer  to  a  civil  letter  from  the  Republic  of 
France.  The  gentlemen  who  gave  that  vote  for 
an  answer  knew,  that  they  were  not  to  give  an 
opinion  where  they  could  not  legislate.  There 
was,  therefore,  no  inconsistency  on  the  part  of 
these  members,  but  with  the  gentleman  from 
Bouth  Carolina.  Mr.  Q.  informed  the  House  of 
his  having  this  moment  karned,  that  in  the  army, 
in  the  Western  counties,  there  was  nothing  talked 
of  hut  orertuming  Democratic  societies.  Nobody 
ooold  tell  where  Uus  matter  might  end. 

Mr.  W.  Smitb,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Giles,  cleared 
himself  from  any  inconsistency  in  the  case  alluded 
to.  by  asserting  that  he  had  not  denied  the  right 
of  the  House,  put  the  propriety  of  the  exercise  of 
it.  He  had  disapproved  of  the  House  giving  an 
opinion  of  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  French 
Constitution,  which,  as  France  was  in  a  revolu- 
tionary state,  was  liable  to  frequent  change;  and 
the  event  had  justified  him,  for  the  House  had 
scarce  passed  the  vote  which  extolled  that  Oon- 
tttitution  as  a  model  of  wisdom  end  magnanimity, 
when  the  French  themselves  denounced  it,  as  in- 
-lon'sistent  with  their  rights  and  liberties.  But  the 
jjentleman  from  Virginia  was  undoubtedly  incon- 
sistent, for  he  had,  on  that  occasion,  extended  for 
the  right  the  House  to  give  its  o^nion,  and  that 
in  a  ease  where  the  answer  was  to  he  g^ren  to  the 
Sovereign  of  a  foreign  nation,  respecting  the  af- 
&ir$  and  pohcy  of  a  loreigo  country.  If  the  House 
were  right  on  that  occasiiHi,  a/ortwri,  ought  they 
now,  when  called  on  by  our  Chief  Magistrate,  to 

S've  an  opinion  at  an  important  crisis  respaotmg 
e  adairs  of  our  own  country? 
The  question  was  then  put,  Shall  the  words 
"self-created  societies,  and"  be  replaced  in  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Fitzsimonb?  This  was  car- 
ried by  a  majority  of  forty-seven  against  forty- 
five.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  this  ques- 
tion, and  were  as  follow: 

Yus. — FidieE  'AjiMs,  Jsmw  AmstroBf ,  J<rim  Best- 
^,  EfiM  Bondinot,  Sheeijashiib  Bonme,  Benjamin 
Bowne,  Lunbeit  CadwaUder,  Dttvid  Cobb.  Ftieg  Cof- 
fin,  Jodiua  GoU,  William  J.  Dawson,  Jonathan  Dayton, 
Samuel  Dexter,  Thomas  Fitznmons,  Dwight  Foster, 
Esduel  GUbeit,  Nicholas  Gilmaii,  Heniy  Glenn,  Ben- 
jamia  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Samuel  Griflui,  Wil- 
liam Bar^  Grove,  Thomas  Hartley,  Junes  Hillhouee, 
William  Rindman,  Samuel  Holten,  John  Wilkes  Kit- 
tera,  Henry  Latimer,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland 
Lee,  Francis  Malbone,  William  Vans  Murray,  Thomas 
Scott,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  John  6.  Sherburne,  Jere- 
ndah  EhtttA,  WilHam  SmiO,  Zephaniah  Swift,  GeiHrge 
llutder,  Uridi  Tracy,  JonaAan  Trumbull,  John  E. 
Ten  AUen,  Paler  Van  Oaasbeck,  Peley  Wadawoith, 
Ammaa  Watd,  John  Watti,  and  Paine  Wingate^ 
-  NAtfl^Theodsras  BaOey,  Abnhasa  Baldwin,  The- 
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mas  Blount,  Thomw  P.  Games,  Gabriel  GhrirtHtTW 
mas  ClaibonM,  Isue  Cotea,  Heniy  Deaibora,  Qeiii|i 

Dent,  Gabriel  Duvall,  WUIiam  Findley,  WtUiun  B. 
Giles,  James  Gillespie,  Christopher  GrMuap,  Andmi 
Gregg,  George  Hanco<^  Carter  B.  Hanuon,  Jriu 
Heath,  Daniel  Heister,  John  Hunter,  Matthew  Locke, 
William  Lyman,  Natluiniel  Macon,  James  Madiwu,  Jo- 
seph McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane,  WiUiam  Moat- 
gomety,  Andrew  Moore,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Jow[dtIf^ 
viUe,  Anthmy  New,  John  Nidu>lai,  Na^anidNaei, 
Alexander  D.  On,  Jonah  Pufcer,  Andrew  Flekeni, 
Frandfl  Preston,  Robert  Rnlherford,  John  ftnUie,  Ind 
Smith,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Aht- 
ham  Venable,  Pfancts  Walker,  and  Joseph  Wiortoo. 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  by  MrCnais- 
TIE,  further  to  amend  the  said  clause,  by  insertiiu, 
after  the  words  ''combinations  of  men,"  ihewori 
"in  the  four  Western  counties  of  Pennsylmiia, 
and  parts  adjacent:" 

And,  on  the  question  thereupon,  it  was  rwolvei 
in  the  affirmative,  the  House  being  equally  divide^ 
to  wit;  yeas  46,  nays  46. 

The  Speaker  declaring  himself  with  the  Tew- 

The  yeas  and  nays,  as  demanded  by  one-fifth  of 
the  members  present,  were  as  follow: 

Txii.— Theodonu  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  IV 
mas  Blount,  Thomas  P.  Games,  Gabrid  Christie,  IV 
mas  Claiborne,  Isaac  Coles,  William  J.  Dawson,  Hen- 
iT  Dearborn,  Geo^  Dent,  Galwiel  Dnvilt,  Wilfiun 
nndley,  WfUiam  B.  Giles,  James  Gillespie,  Chriitvp^ 
Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg,  George  Hancock,  Carter  B. 
Harrison,  Ji^n  Heath,  Daniel  Hedster,  John  Hunlff, 
Matthew  Locke,  William  Lyman,  Nathanid  VUxm, 
James  Madiaon,  Joeeph  McDowell,  Alezaader 
WiUiam  Monlgomeiy,  Andnw  Moore,  Peter  MoUo- 
berg,  JoMDh  Neville,  Antbany  New,  John  NidmlM, 
Nathaniel  Nilce,  Alsxander  D.  Orr,  Jesab  Pukar,  A>- 
drewPii&eBa,FraneHPieri0D,  Robert  BaAarfai  Ma 

Smilie,  Israel  Snilfa,  Thomas  Tndwdl,  Philip  Vu 
Cortlandt,  Alwaham  Venable,  Francis  Walker,  ind  Jo- 
aeph  Winston. 

Nats. — Fisher  Ames,  Jamea  Armstrong,  Jobs 
ty,  Elias  Boudinot.  Sbeagasbub  Bourne,  Beiytioffl 
Bourne,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  David  Cobb,  Pdef  C* 
fin,  Joshua  Coit,  Jonathan  DaytcH^  Samuel  DdW, 
Thomas  Fitzaimons,  Dwight  Foeter,  Ezekiel  Gilbert. 
Nichtdas  GHhnan,  Hemv  Glenn,  Benjamm  GcoS^ 
James  Gordon,  Samuel  Griflbi,  William  B.  Grove,  Tko* 
mas  Hartley,  James  Hillbouse,  WiBiam  HindmSn, 
Samuel  Holten,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Henry  Wiw- 
Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  X>ee,  Francis  MiIboBCi 
William  Vans  Mmray,  Thomas  Scott,  Theodore  Se*  ' 
wick,  John  S.  Shetbume,  Jeremiah  SmUh,  WBB«  | 
Smidi,  Z^haniah  Swift,  Oeoi^  Thatcher,  UiiihTn?* 
Jonathan  TrambuU,  John  E.  Van  AUen,  FMw  vf 
GMsbeek,  Pelag  Wnfcwosdi,  Aitamas  Wad,  M*  | 
Watta,  and  Paine  Wmgato.  , 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  SmW 
of  Sooth  Carolina,  further  to  amend  the  said  elin^ 
by  inserting,  aft»  the  word  "adjacent,"  ia 
amendment  hist  agreed  to,  the  words  "coantt" 
nanced  by  self-created  societies  ebewhoer". 

And,  on  the  question  thereupon,  it  passed  ia  v 
n^tiTe— yeas  42,  nays  50,  as  follows: 

TaAS< — Fisher  Ames,  James  Annstrong,  John  Bait' 

g,  Eliaa  Boudinot,  Sheariasbub  Boame,  Bofju^ 
onme,  Lambert  GadwaladeT,  David  Cobb,  ftieg  Cof- 
fin, Jodkoa  Coil,  Jomthan  Dmjun,  SamnsI  Bexif' 
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ThftBH  FitnuDoiw,  Dwigbt  Foi«er,  ^ekid  G^erti 
Heiu7  Glenn,  Benjtmin  Ooodfane,  Juaea  Gcrdon,  Tho- 
nns  Hartln,  JaniM  HiUie«Mt  WtUum  Histeui, 
Saauel  HoUen,  Jelm  Wilke*  lOtten,  Hcmy  htHtatit, 
Amaw  Lsuned,  Ridiaid  Bkai  Lm,  Fnncis  Malbon*, 
WtUiun  VuM  Munv,  Thonaa  SooM,  ThBoiate  Sedg- 
iricfc,JmmiMi  Saulb,  Wiffian  Smith,  SbphaniahBvift, 
Goatfe  Thaldur,  Uiiah  Ttm,  ioma&ui  TmmbuU, 
John  a  Va»  AMem  Pater  Van  Qtmbttk,  Pakg  Wada- 
warO.  ArtKou  Waid,  Jalui  Watti^-  and  Paina  Wm- 
Sale. 

NAXik^Tkeadonu  Bailey,  Attrabam  Baldmn,  Hio- 
mas  Blwnt,  Thomu  P.  Camea,  Gahdcd  C^tiaUb,  Tbo- 
j*aa  Cla3)ome,  laaae  Colea,  William  J.  Dawaon,  Heuy 
]>eaibon^  Qwage  Dent,  Galniel  I>uvgdl,  WHliu  Find- 
William  B .  Gilea,  Jauea  Gillaqiie.  Nicholaa  Gihaan, 
Cbmtotliei  Qtttmapt  Aadmr  Oregg,  Samiiri  OiMBn, 
Waiiain  Bam  Gttm,  Oaorge  Haiumd:,  Outer  B.  Har- 
amn,  John  Heath,  Danial  Hteatav,  idka  Hauter,  Mat- 
thew Locke,  William  Z^aian,  Katfiaaict  Maoan,  JamaB 
MadiMm,  Jaaq^  McDmmH,  Akoander  Mebane,  Wil- 
liam Hoot^onery,  Andrew  Moens  Peter  MuUenbev^, 
Jaanh  NeviUe,  AaHuav  New,  John  McMia,  N»p 
<haaW  Nilea.  Aiaiandaa  D.  Og,  JoaiBh  Pariwr,  Andmw 
PidLBBi,  Fnacts  PreeUm,  Bobart  Rntharford,  i4An  & 
SfaartMine,  iohn  Smilie,  Isaelfim^  Iliemaa  Ti»d> 
mm  pjiai^  yaaCarttaadt,  Abra^  VanaUa,  FmrnaM 
Waflur,  and  Joa^h  Wiuliin. 

And  then  tfaa  maim  question  being  pn^  tet  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  sud  choae,  amended  to 
read  as  fisUoweth: 

"In  traciDg  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  iuaonec* 
fkin,  we  can  entertain  no  doobt  that  certain  aelf«raaled 
aocieties  and  ocnntMnationa  of  men  in  tlie  four  Weatem 
counties  of  Pennsylvania,  and  parts  adjacent,  caMleas 
of  consequences,  and  diar^[arding  the  tni^  by  disaemi- 
nating  suspidona,  jealousies,  and  acoueations  of  the 
Government,  have  had  all  the  agency  you  ascribe  to 
them,  in  jomentiag  this  daring  outrage  against  social 
■order  and  the  authority  of  the  laws :" 

It  passed  ia  the  negative,  nuwteea  meiDbers 
only  rising  in  the  affinnatiTe. 

An  adjournment  was  then  called  Sar,  and  carried. 


Fbiday,  November  28. 

A  petitioB  of  a  number  of  Q«maaa,  residing  in 
the  county  of  Aumsta,  in  the  State  of  Viiginia, 
was  presented  to  the  House  and  read|  stating  the 
iBeonvenieoces  to  whieh  they  aresiAjected,  mnn 
MB.  entire  ignorance  of  the  Engli^  language,  and 
praying  that  a  certain  portion  of  the  nws  of  the 
United  States  mav  be  printed  id  the  German  lan- 
guage.  Laid  on  toe  table. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  R.  LiviugstoD  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday 
next. 

AJDOAESS  TO  TH£  PRSWDfiNT. 

The  Ho«Be  resumed  the  eiionderatioQ  of  the 
juaendmentB  reported  on  Tuesday  last,  from  the 
Oooimittee  of  the  Whole  House  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  Address  to  the  pREstoEirr  of  thb 
%JwmD  States,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to  both 
Houses  of  Congress;  whereupon, 

The  second  amendment  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  being  n^in  read  at 


CH.offK. 


the  derii's  table,  was,  on  the  ^vastigo  put  tham> 

upon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  sccwded  fiulher 
to  amend  the  said  Address  by  inserting,  after  the 
word  "  insurrection,"  in  the  first  puagra;^,  tlie 
following  clause : 

"  And  we  learn,  with  the  greatest  ooacero,  &ak  any 
raivepreseotatioiu  whatever,  of  the  Gorenuneartaadifei 
proceedmgs,  either  individnala  er  comUnations  of 
men,  should  have  been  made,  and  so  fin  credited,  aa  to 
fonent  the  iagiant  ontnga  frideh  has  be«a  aammiWd 
on  the  laws." 

Mr.  Tbacv  said,  that  he  should  rote  Sot  ikaa 
amendment,  if  the  gentleoan  [Mr.  Miobouw] 
would  insert  between  the  words  "  been"  and  "  so 
far  credited"  the  addiUon  of  made  mi4-  This 
would  make  the  whole  read  bMter. 

[The  additional  words  w«e  inmtedaately  ut- 
sexted  by  Mr.  NtcaoLAB.] 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  that  twanty-five  days  of 
the  session  were  now  elapsed,  and  he  was  at  a 
loss  to  kaow  what  the  House  had  been  dowg. 
Tiua  was  a  very  serious  matter,  and  must  give 
real  concern  to  every  friend  of  Uie  eountry. 

Mr.  HiLLBODSB  proposed  to  refer  the  whole 
subject  back  to  the  committee,  to  draw  up  a  new 
Address,  such  as  would  suit  the  saatimeo^  of 
both  parties  in  a  middle  course. 

Mr.  Hbatb  declared  himself  heartily  ti»d  of 
the  discussion,  whi^  teidied  ody  to  xenve  odiops 
distinctions.  He  wished  to  adopt  the  motion  £pE 
referring  back  again  to  the  committee.  He  had 
felt  extreme  uneasiness  during  the  wh<de  time  af 
these  debates,  at  the  nature  ot  them. 

Mr.  Balowin  felt  a  very  mortifying  impres- 
sion at  haviag  been,  this  week,  a  witness  to  sk^ 
trifling  as  had  taken  place  in  the  Hooae.  We 
have  spent  four  days  m  drawing  up  an  AddreiB, 
and  are  now  just  about  where  we  set  ouL  While 
the  most  extraordinary  event?  which  the  wodd 
ever  saw  are  passing,  we  cannot  get  at  the  papers 
on  the  table,  to  see  now  far  we  are  concnned  in 
these  events,  on  account  of  so  anaU  a  matter. 
He  would  agree  to  nothing  but  what  wwild  de- 
cide the  point  instantaneoosly. 

Mr.  McDowell  thought  that  it  would  be  rerf 
odd  to  be  sending  this  matter  hack  to  a  commit- 
tee. In  the  interim,  we  proceed  to  iespatch  the 
business  recommended  in  the  Speech,  nod  about 
the  end  of  the  ses^on  we  come  forward  with  aa 
Address,  telling  the  FBsaiSBHT  that  we  are  goii^ 
to  take  his  Speech  into  conaideiation.  TheaAu 
would  hare  a  very  odd  i^qwaraac>c  (m  the  Jow- 
nal  of  the  House. 

Mr.  NionoLAS  said  that  it  was  well  known  to 
be  the  practice  to  teSu  such  a  diiag  back  to  lhc 
former  committee.  These  gentlemen,  three  in 
number,  had  all  declared  their  sentiments.  Two 
were  for  the  vote  of  censure,  and  a  third  against 
it.  Ther  wotdd,  no  doubt,  continue  in  the  same 
mind.  The  one  member  [Mr.  MAnisoir]  would 
be  out-TOted.  The  substance  of  the  amendment, 
rejected  after  so  long  a  stm^le,  would  be  pat  la 
again,  and  the  whole  be  to  cc^meoce  anew.  He 
had  no  other  design  in  Us  mpenduent  than  ta 
conciliate.  |Ie  assuted  tbeineiQben  on  (hp  o^JiiK 
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Address  to  the  Pretitknt. 


aide  of  the  qoesdou,  that  he  neTcr  would  conseDt 

to  a  recommitment. 

Mr.  Dayton  said,  that  the  member  from  Vir- 
ginia bad  talked  of  conciliation.  "  Give  me  alt 
my  own  way,  and  we  shall  have  no  debate."  Who 
began  the  number  of  amendments  this  morning? 
Was  it  not  that  gentleman  1  And  if  he  comes  out 
with  his  amendments,  are  not  other  members  to 
be  at  equal  liberty  of  bringing  up  theirs  1  Mi. 
D.  did  not  believe  that  there  would  have  been  a 
single  motion  of  that  kind  this  momii^,  if  the 
gentteman  himself  had  not  begun  it  "Come," 
says  he,  "  let  us  eoncUiaie.  You  shall  all  do  just 
■8  I  please,  and  ve  sfcoU  att  agree  !"  Mr.  D.  was 
for  the  recommitment  to  a  committee. 

Hr.  Ames  gave  much  credit  to  Mr.  Nicholas 
for  his  amendment,  which,  he  doubted  not,  was 
proposed  with  the  best  intentions.  He  was  quite 
tired,  if  not  ashamed,  of  the  debate.  Two  diviMons 
in  the  House,  each  consisting  of  forty-six,  gave 
the  world  but  a  bad  prospect  of  our  conciliation 
•ud  Qnanimity  through  the  rest  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Rdtbbkford  was  against  the  commitment. 
What  would  our  common  parent(the  Pbesident) 
say,  if  he  saw  us  thus  drawn  into  the  tenter-hooks 
Of  party? 

The  question  was  taken  on  recommitting  the 
Address,  and  negatived— yeas  43,  nays  48. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Nicholas  was  then  put. 

Mr.  Mdkrat  wanted  the  word  "societies"  in- 
serted: 

Mr.  GooDBUB  imasined  that  it  was  no  matter 
whether  or  not,  combinations  of  men  are  undoubt- 
edly societies. 

|Ar.  Nicholas  would  consider  the  adoption  of 
this  word,  "  societies."  as  a  signal  of  victory  to  the 
gentlemen  on  the  otner  side  of  the  question.  -  He 
therefore  would  not  consent  to  its  admission. 

Mr.  Tract  had  promised  to  vote  for  the  motion 
as  it  stood.  But  he  should  declare  to  his  learned 
friend  from  Maryland,  and  to  the  whole  House, 
diat,  by  **  combinations  of  men,"  ^the  words  in 
the  amendmoit  of  Mr.  Nicholas,)  ne  understood 
the  Democratic  societies. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Nicholas  was  carried 
Inr  a  laree  majority. 

The  Address,  as  amended,  was  then  read  ihroagh- 
oot  at  the  Clerk's  table,  as  follows : 

Bik:  The  House  of  RepretentaliTeB,  calling  to  mind 
Ae  bksnngs  enii^ed  by  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  eapecially  the  hsppinen  of  living  nnder  constita- 
llont  uid  laws  which  rest  on  their  authority  alone,  could 
not  levn,  yrUk  oAer  emotions  than  those  70U  have  ex- 
pressed, (hat  any  part  of  our  fellow  citiiens  should  have 
dnwn  themtdros  capable  of  an  inmurection.  And  we 
learn,  wiA  the  greatest  concern,  that  any  mnrepresen- 
tations  whatever,  of  the  Government  and  its  proceed- 
jqg^  eith»  by  individnals  ox  eomlunaticHia  of  men, 
Aould  barn  been  made,  and  bo  fur  credited  as  to  foment 
the  flsgrant  outrage  which  has  been  committed  on  the 
laws.  We  ieel>  with  joa,  the  deepest  regret  at  so  pain- 
ful an  occurrence  in  the  annals  of  our  country.  As 
men  regardiiil  of  the  tender  interests  of  humanity,  we 
look  with  grief  at  scenes  which  might  have  stained  our 
land  with  civil  blood.  As  lovers  of  public  order,  we 
lament  dut  it  has  snffered  so  flagrant  a  violation :  as 
■wJoas  ftiends  of  KepuHiean  Ooiemment,  we  deplnv 


svery  occasion  which,  in  the  hands  of  itseneaues,m^b 
tamed  into  a  calumny  ^;ainst  it. 

This  aspect  of  die  crisis,  however,  is  happily  not  Ai 
only  one  winch  it  nesents.  There  is  snouct,  wUdl 
yields  aU  Ae  emiaolatiDDB  wfaidi  yon  have  drawn  fiw 
it.  It  has  demonrinted  to  the  candid  woiU,  m  wdl« 
to  the  American  People  themselves,  that  the  great  Mj 
of  them,  every  where,  are  eqnally  attadied  to  tlw  tan* 
inons  and  vital  principle  of  oar  Cotutitntion,  whicfc  ok- 
joins  that  the  will  the  majority  shall  ptevsil;  ^ 
they  understand  the  indissoIuUe  union  between  Im 
libnty  and  regnlar  Govonment;  that  they  feel  dn 
duties  no  leas  than  they  are  watchfiil  over  their  lighti; 
diat  tl^  win  be  as  ready,  at  aU  limes,  to  cwA  Be— 
tioosnees,  as  they  have  been  to  defeat  nsmpetiaD:  isi 
woid,  that  they  are  capable  of  carrying  into  eiecnlin 
that  noble  plan  of  self-government  which  they  htn 
chosen,  ss  ue  guarantee  of  dieir  own  h^pna^  ■d' 
die  asylum  for  that  of  all,  from  every  dime,  who  W} 
wish  to  unite  their  destiny  with  omrs. 

These  are  the  just  inferences  flowing  &«■  the  pwnp- 
titnde  with  which  (he  summons  to  the  standard 
lam  has  been  ob^ed ;  and  ftom  the  sentiaumts 
have  been  witnessed,  in  every  deecription  of  cHiiw^ 
every  quartw  o{  die  Union.   The  spectacle,  tberew^ 
when  viewed  in  iti  true  l^t,  may  well  be  alSmti  t* 
display,  in  equal  lustre,  die  virtnee  cf  die  Adwmu 
character,  and  the  value  of  Republican  Govenunutf. 
AU  must  particularly  acknowledge  and  appland  (be 
triotism  of  that  portion  of  citizens  who  have  fiedy**- 
ficed  every  diing  lees  dear  that  the  bve  of  dieir  «H» 
tiy,  to  the  meritorious  task  of  defending  its  happiwtL 
In  the  part  which  you  hsve  yourself  borne  throap 
this  delicate  and  diatreesing  period,  we  trace  the  wfr 
donal  prooft  it  has  afforded  of  your  solidtude  Sh  vh 
public  good.   Tour  laudable  and  successful  endei»« 
to  render  lenity  in  executing  the  laws  conducive 
real  energy,  and  to  convert  tumult  into  order,  witnoat 
the  cffUsion  of  blood,  form  a  particular  tide     "l*  'f'" 
fidence  and  praise  of  yonr  constituents,  hi  M  ™| 
may  be  found  necessaiy,  on  our  part,  to  compJete  m 
benevolent  purpose,  and  to  secure  die  niini*n»» 
friends  of  tlw  laws  against  die  remains  of  dsngw, 
due  co-operation  wiU  be  afforded. 

The  other  subjects  which  you  have  recommended, « 
communicated,  and  of  which  several  are  pceoliirfy  in- 
teresting, will  all  receive  the  attention  which  thej  » 
mand.  We  are  deeply  impressed  vridi  the  imp<«tw« 
of  an  effectual  o^aiusetiott  of  the  militia.  We 
at  the  inteUinnoe  the  advance  and  ""X^^VfTl" 
army  underuie  command  of  General  Wayne,  mw" 
we  regard  it  ss  a  proof  of  the  perseverance,  prowe* 
and  superiority  of  our  troops,  or  as  a  happy  P.'«"*''J 
onr  miutaty  operations  agamst  the  hostile  IndiaiA  ^ 
ss  a  probable  prelude  to  the  establishment  of  a 
peace,  upon  terms  of  candor,  equity,  and  good  neig^ 
borhood.  We  receive  it  widi  the  greater  pleasure,  ai« 
increases  the  probahili^  of  sooner  restoring  »P''^ 
die  public  resources  to  the  denrable  oltject  of  redotJW 

the  public  debt.   ,  ^ 

We  shaU,  on  this,  as  on  aU  occasions,  be  ""PT"^ 
adopt  any  measure  wWch  may  advanoi  die  •"^ J"! 
prosperity  of  onr  country.   In  nothing  can  iw 
cordially  unite  vrith  you,  than  in  imploring  the  ^"rr^ 
Ruler  of  Nations,  to  multiply  His  blsBingB  on 
United  States  ;  to  guard  our  free  and  ha^y  *^^JT]|, 
don  against  every  machination  and  danger; 
make  it  the  best  source  of  public  happinew. 
ing  ite  character  of  being  the  best  safegnsrd  of  ""^ 
rights. 
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Addreuto  the  PreeideiU. 


[H.OPR, 


R$»oli>ed,  That  Mr.  Spbakbb,  attended  by  the 
Hoose,  do  present  the  said  Address ;  and  that  Mr. 
MADieoN,  Mr.  SnDewicE,  and  Mr.  Bcott,  be  a 
committee  to  wait  on  the  Prbsidekt,  to  know 
when  and  where  it  will  be  coaTenient  for  him  to 
receire  the  same. 

Mr.  G1LK8,  from  the  comtnittee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  non-com- 
missioned officers^  musicians,  and  privates,  of  the 
militia  of  the  Umted  States,  when  called  into  ac- 
tual serrice,  and  for  other  purpoaes ;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed. 

Tbe  Sfbakbs  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  aceom- 
panyinff  his  aecotmt  of  receipts  and  expoiditures 
of  pabue  moneys,  from  the  1st  of  April  to  the 
SOth  o(  June,  1794 ;  also,  his  account  of  payments 
and  reeeiptB  for  the  War  Department,  from  the 
lat  of  July  to  the  SOth  of  September,  1794,  inclu- 
sire;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  He  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  MAniaoN,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  Pbbsiobnt  of  the  UNiTsn  States, 
to  know  when  and  where  it  will  be  convenient  for 
him  to  receive  the  Address  of  this  House,  in  an- 
swer to  his  Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
reported  that  the  committee  had  waited  on  the 
Pbesioeiit,  who  signified  to  them  that  it  would 
be  couTenient  to  him  to  receive  the  said  Address  at 
twelve  t^doek  tomorrow,  at  his  own  house. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  report  ol  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  Geor^  Blanchard, 
in  behalf  of  Eldward  Blanchard,  which  was  made 
to  this  House  on  the  14th  of  May  last,  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
Monday  next 

The  House  resumed  the  readinff  of  the  papers 
communicated  by  Message  from  me  PnEaiDENT 
OP  TBB  United  States,  on  the  30th  uistant,  and 
made  a  fitrther  pn^^ress  therein. 


Saturday,  November  S9. 

The  Speakeb  laid  before  House  a  letter  from 
Arthur  St.  Clair,MajorOeneral  and  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  expedition  carried  on  against  the 
Western  Indians,  m  the  year  1791,  requesting  a 
^edy  deciaon  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  failiure 
of  the  said  expedition ;  vrtiich  was  read,  and  or^ 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  re- 
port whetl^r  any,  and  what,  alterations  are  neces- 
sary in  the  act,  entitled  '*  An  act  concerning  the 
reffistering  ana  recording  of  ships  or  vessels." 
Abo,  in  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  enrolling 
and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in 
the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  r^^ulating 
the  same."  Also,  in  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
r^nlate  the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by 
law.  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported 
into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  toimage  of 
ihipB  or  vessels." 

And  a  eonmittee  was  appomted,  of  Mr.  Qoon* 


HtJE,  Mr.  CoiT,  Mr.  Bbnjahin  Bouiimb,  Mr.  Fmr 
SIMONS,  and  Mr.  Parkeb. 

The  Speaker,  attended  by  the  House,  then 
withdrew  to  the  Kouse  of  the  Presiobnt  op  thr. 
United  States,  and  there  presented  to  him  the 
Address  of  this  House,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  Uf 
both  Houses  of  Congress ;  to  which  the  PrboI' 
DENT  make  the  following  reply : 

Oentkmen :  I  anticqwted,  with  oonfldence,  the  am- 
caireace  of  the  House  of  BcpreaentatiTes  in  the  regnt 
produoed  the  iosorrsction.  Evny  e^nt  on^t  to  be 
used  to  disooontanance  iriiat  has  eontiHnited  to  liment 
it ;  and  thus  disoouiage  a  repetitiiHi  of  like  attempts. 
For,  notwithstanding  the  consoIatioDs  wUch  laay  be 
drawn  from  the  iaeoja  of  this  event,  it  is  &r  better  that 
the  aitflU  a[fiToadi«a  to  such  a  aitnatioo  of  things  should 
be  checked  the  vigilant  and  duly  admonished  patriot- 
ism of  our  fellow-citizens,  than  that  the  evil  ahoold  in- 
crease until  it  becomes  neceassiy  to  crush  it  by  the 
strength  of  thdr  aims. 

I  am  happy  that  the  part  whidi  I  have  myself  bome 
on  this  occasion  receives  the  i^probation  of  vour  House. 
For  the  discbarge  of  a  Constitattonal  duty,  it  is  a  sufli> 
dent  reward  to  me  to  be  usared  that  you  will  unite  in 
consummating  what  remuns  to  be  done. 

I  feel,  also,  great  satis&ction  in  learning  that  the 
other  subjects  which  I  have  communicated  or  recom- 
mended, will  meet  with  due  attention ;  that  yon  are 
deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  an  efiectnal 
organization  of  the  Militia ;  and  that  the  advance  and 
success  of  the  army  under  the  eomnund  of  G«ieial 
Wayne  is  regarded  by  you,  no  leas  dum  mysd(  as  a 
Iffoof  of  (he  perseveianee^  prowess,  and  supeiiuiity  of 
our  troops.  O.  WASHHTOTON. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  respecting  the  forti- 
fications of  the  United  States,  made  pursuant  to 
the  resolution  of  this  House  of  the  2ist  instant; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr. 
FiTZsiMONs,  Mr.  Goodhue,  Mr.  Boddinot,  Mr. 
MALBONE.and  Mr.  Macon,  with  instruction  to 
examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  sam^ 
with  their  opinibn  thereupon,  to  the  House. 


Monday,  December  1. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bUl  for  the  relief  of  Jolm 
R.  Livingston ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  pnwress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Tf'hole 
House  be  discharged  from  fhrther  proceeding  in 
the  said  bill,  and  that  it  be  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants,  living  between 
the  lines  commonly  called  Walker's  and  Hender- 
son's lines,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed, 
was  presented  to  the  House  and  read^raying  that 
the  line  known  by  the  name  of  Walker's  line, 
may  be  established  by  Congress,  as  the  boundary 
between  the  States  of  Virginia  and  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  PsESTON,  Mr.  Winston,  and  Mr.  Pickens  j 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 

6)rt  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
ouse. 
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Ordered,  That  the  |>etition  of  a  number  Ger- 
mans, residing  in  the  connty  of  Augusta,  io  the 
etate  of  Vir^niaj  which  lay  on  Ae  taUe,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  last  appointed. 

The  House  reKrfred  itsdf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  rep«t  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  <rf  Moses  My- 
ers ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  pn^ess. 

PEOMUI-GATION  OF  THE  LAWS. 
Mr.  Moons  made  a  motion  that  a  committee 
ibnttld  be  appointed  to  rewwt  a  method  for  the 
more  refolar  and  effectual  pronralgatioa  of  the 
laws  of  tne  United  States. 

Mr.  Baldwih  rose  and  obserred,  Arst  in  a  coun- 
try so  extenstTe  as  America,  and  where  the  {>eo- 
•fie  are  so  widely  scattered,  it  was  a  work  of  im- 
nenae  difficQlty  to  hare  a  regnlar  and  accurate 
account  of  the  measures  of  Government  commu- 
Yiieated  through  every  part  tif  the  Union.  The 
importance  of  this  object  was  equal  to  its  difficulty. 
At  the  present  time  Government  is  a  subject  of 
such  general  agitation  in  those  parts  of  the  world 
with  which  we  are  most  acquamted,  and  coonect- 
ed,  that  the  opioionsand  passions  of  men  are  there 
in  a  st&te  01  high  fermentation.   This  country 
has  a  share  of  it,  and,  upon  the  common  principles 
<^  human  nature,  that  is  unavoidaUe.  Circum- 
atances  havie,  on  this  occasion,  ^ven  to  the  Ame- 
rican Governments  a  land  of  importance  which, 
from  a  comparison  of  oarselves  to  the  rest  of  the 
world,  we  should  not  have  presurned  to  arrogate. 
Xj^islation  is  in  its  nature  a  practical  sul^ect,  and 
all  men  of  sense  and  obeervation,  in  their  reason- 
ings upon  it,  give  great  weight  to  experience. 
One  single  fact  is,  in  their  view,  more  important 
than  whole  vohunes  of  ingenious  theory  and 
declamatitm.   As  we  regard  tne  happiness  of  our 
country,  and  as  we  regard  the  success  of  this  kind 
of  Qovemment,  which  has  the  rights  and  hawi- 
ness  of  men  for  its  object,  we  ought  to  do  all  in 
our  power  to  guard  against  the  dangers  to  which 
it  is  exposed,  and  to  cultivate  it  to  the  highest 
possible  perfection.   Mr.  6.  considered  this  coun- 
'  try  as  imminently  exposed  on  two  quarters.  One 
of  these  was  the  lore  of  power  in  overbearing 
individuals,  which  will  for  ever  stimulate  them  to 
sacrifice  the  rightsand  happiness  of  others  to  their 
own  n^ng  passion.   On  the  other  hand,  there 
may  arise  a  jealous  and  groiudless  apt>rehension 
of  this  passion,  where  it  does  not  exist^  which 
goes  to  the  destruction  of  all  confidence  m  those 
who  are  in  public  trust,  and  which  defeats  all 
their  efforts  for  the  public  good.   It  was  not  ma- 
terial to  determine  which  of  these  was  most  likely 
io  be  the  source  of  freauent  and  formidable  dan- 
ger.  It  is  not  improbaple  that  the  one  or  the  other 
will  be  found  by  experience  to  predominate  at  dif- 
^rent  times^  from  the  accidents  which  bring  dif- 
ferent men  mto  place.   Reverting  to  the  motion 
jnst  now  made,  Mr.  B.  obserred,  that  if  the  peo- 
ple are  properly  informed,  and  do  their  duty,  it 
Will  be  easy  to  guard  agiunst  both  these  erils. 
That  there  will  be  ambitious  mea,  even  in  this 
age,  and  in  this  country,  there  can  be  no  doubt, 


nor  that  anbition  will  here  pnotieeits  old  Am. 
To  pretend  that  Uiis  zgo  or  coontry  will  be  c» 
empted,  is  at  best  a  mark  of  i|porauce  or  fbttf. 
The  lore  of  power  is  one  of  the  first  and  strowM 
passiciu  in  the  human  breast.  The  talenbirbk 
vindicate  their  way  to  the  first  planes  in  Qoren- 
meat,  are  most  frequently  aceompanied  vitk  i 
[voportion^Ie  share  of  ambiti<m.  This  is  effaSef 
the  case  in  Limited  Gcovemments  as  in  otlm 
Per^ps  it  will  even  be  found  tobemtH-eso.  Tht 
greater  the  limitations,  the  more  restive  sod  in- 
easy  will  be  the  |wssion.  The  shorter  the  ckii 
which  limits  thea  indulgence,  the  more  will  it  be 
quarrelled  with.  Our  (^renunent  bnotfooiU 
on  an  idea  that  this  dinposition  does  not  exist,  IM 
it  guards  acainst  its  ill  effects.  If  proper  sttoi- 
tion  is  paid  to  preserre,  as  far  as  possiUe,  tke  a- 
act  diatribution  of  powers  betwem  the  Fedenl 
and  State  Oovemmoits,  and  between  thedifieaai 
departments  and  officers  ot  Government ;  nd  if 
the  conduct  of  public  functionaries  be  suttoobM 
with  light,  there  is  great  reason  to  hope  thai  dief 
will  keep  each  other  in  their  proper  {^aees,  in' 
tl^t,  for  a  long  time  to  come,  the  public  hspfuts 
will  be  secar^. 

Mr.  B.  then  spoke  of  the  second  descriptiooa 
persons  before  mentioned,  and  from  whom  ke  Ml 
much  danger  and  trouble  might  be  expected  inu 
free  Governments.  They  were  always  gramblog 
and  finding  Aiult  with  pcudic  men  and  public  mtt- 
suies.  Like  the  former^  these  peoi^e  are  aho  com- 
mooly  actuated  by  ambition,  and  frequently  by  dtii 
of  the  most  dangerous  and  blackest  kmd.  Nonx*' 
sures  were  so  good,  aad  no  mm  so  honest,  stU 
escape  dieir  attack,  yet  they  nev«  ap^iedw 
remedy.  Ftdlow  mem  throughout  thstr  mm 
lives,  and  you  find  few  instances  of  any  good  vw 
they  hare  done.  A  conscious  inferiority  of  (W* 
racter  prevents  them  from  seeking  openly  flMt* 
of  the  first  cosafidence,  till  they  have,  by  ihw 
poison  in  the  dark,  destroyed  those  whom  wtt 
fellow-citizens  had  always  considered  as  theii 
superiors  in  wisdom  and  honesty.  They  do  tffl 
hesitate  to  destroy  the  peace  of^  society,  and  «- 
stroy  the  happiness  of  a  whole  community, » I* 
into  o&ee  themselves,  and  to  indulge  their  un* 
tion.  It  cannot  be  too  much  regretted, 
a  shamefnl  course  should,  from  the  fean  aw 
ignorance  of  society,  become  so  maeh  a  higii  tw 
to  phices  of  office  and  trust.  People  winld 
suffer  sneh  tilings  were  it  not  dwt  they  are* 
much  in  the  dark.  For  that  reason, 
are  always  most  at  work,  and  do  mostmuelii"' 
the  darken  comers.  Those  whose  eye*  a» 
or  who  ait  ia  bad  licht,  are  most  easily 
see  spectres  and  gonius,  and  in  theariDOs< <»*' 
ous  f(«ras. 

The  only  cure  against  these  mischief  u*oF<i« 
in  light  into  every  comer  of  the  conntry. 
the  measures  of  the  Goremmcnt  be 
by  a  bUiZe  of  day,  and  like  the  birds  of  oigMgJJ 
animals  are  dislodged.  They  cannot  bm  the 

It  can  scarcely  be  conceived  by  those  wMJJ 
no  calls  to  visit  the  interior  and  more  '•"'•"^ 
of  the  country,  how  much  the  peace  rf  oir  sow 
it  diaturbed  by  the  malicious  prop«gi<K)o  «  p"* 
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deal  felse^ood.   The  most  wicked  Kes  are  kept  i& 
circulation,  for  months  together,  and  before  they 
can  be  effeetually  contradicted,  the  peo^  have 
^imwt  become  frantic.   For  example,  Mr.  B.  men- 
tnmed,  that  it  had  been  asserted  that  a  poll-tax  of 
iiwty  shillings  per  head  bad  been  laid  on  all  the 
inhabitants,  that  the  excise  has  been  extended  to 
wlieat,  to  looms,  and  to  the  implements  of  hus- 
bandry, and  that  the  late  dram      the  eighty 
thousand  militia  are  sold  to  France  to  carry  on 
the  war !  It  is  probable,  that  riots  and  insnrree- 
tions  are  fomented  by  these  rumors  more  than  by 
ail  other  causes.   If  a  constant  and  regular  pnb- 
lication  of  all  that  is  done  coutd  be  made  to  reach 
ewy  part  of  the  United  States,  it  would  be  an 
effectual,  ,and,  perhaps  the  only  cure  of  these  mis- 
chiefs.   The  people  of  this  extensive  country 
have,  for  these  ten  years,  enjoyed  all  the  essential 
benefits  of  society,  on  very  easy  terms.   A  man 
with  five  or  six  hundred  acres  of  land  is  scarcely 
called  upon  for  a  dollar  of  taxes  in  a  year.  Per- 
haps no  people  on  earth  ever  enjoyed  so  fully  the 
benefits  of  societyr  with  so  few  burdens.   Is  it  not 
a  distressing  consideration,  that  when  we  have  so 
few  real  evfls,  we  should  create  to  ourselves  im- 
aginary ones,  that  give  us  so  much  useless  un- 
eawness?  Some  wrone  measures  have  taken 
pnee,  aad  hereafter  will  take  place^  and  nobody 
can  expect  that  any  kind  of  measures  will  give 
universal  satisfaction.   This  would  be  to  expect 
that  the  Government  ^oidd  be  perfect  and  the 
^ple  perfect.   There  is  reastm  to  hope  that  the 
Government  will  become  more  wise  and  cautious 
from  experience,  and  that  fewer  of  their  measures 
will  be  obnoxious.   But  we  need  only  to  know 
our  condition,  and  to  be  able  to  compare  it  to  that 
of  the  rest  of  the  world,  to  feel  happy,  and  to  do 
ail  in  our  power  not  to  disgrace  in  tue  outset,  the 
feir  experiment  in  Government  which  this  coun- 
try has  already  so  strongly  recommended  to  the 
rest  of  the  world.   Mr.  B.  was  persuaded  that  the 
move  public  measures  were  understood,  the  more 
this  would  be  a  common  sentiment.  He  conclud- 
ed by  recommending  some  fnrUier  and  more  ex- 
tensive provision  on  the  subject  contempUted  in 
the  motion  under  consideration. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  re- 
port what  farther  provisions  are  necessary  for  ike 
general  promulgation  of  the  Laws  of  the  United 
States. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  Moons, 
Mr.  Baldwin,  and  Mr.  Heisteb. 

Mr.  Pabeer  made  a  report  from  the  select 
committee  appointed  to  taxe  into  consideration 
that  part  of  the  President's  Speech  which  re- 
commended opening  a  trade  witn  the  Indians. 

The  committee  were  of  opinion  that  the  plan 
suggested  might  be  carried  into  execution  for  an 
OKpeiue  of  an  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The 
manei  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  m  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Otus  then  moved  to  go  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  Hoitse  on  the  biU  to  r^olate  the 
of  the  noft'^rammissioned  officers,  mtuicians, 
privsteR  of  the  militia,  when  eaUed  into  the 
Mtual  serriee  of  the  United  States. 


[H.orR. 


The  House  aoeordin^  went  inloa  Comminee 
of  the  Whole. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion,  Mr.  Hillbousb 
having  spoken  for  some  time,  Mr.  Davton  rose 
next  He  began  by  remarking  tba.i  it  was  not  to 
be  eneoted  uirt  he  ma  to  nuie  any  obavTOtiou 
on  what  had  been  wid  by  mmafcor  jubt  Ht 
down,  as  he  dUI  not  hear  ten  worde-thnt  oe  ge»- 
tleman  said,  '^as  was  owing  to  nobe  in  dM 
House. 

The  Committee,  after  some  time,  rose,  the 
Chairman  reported  progress,  and  the  Hoose  ad- 
journed. 


Tdesdat,  December  3. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  stating  his 
intention  of  resigning  his  office  on  tne  last  akj  of 
January  next,  and  which  he  now  communicates, 
in  order  that  an  opportunity  may  be  given,  pre- 
vious to  that  evmt,  to  institute  uiy  Airier  i»o>- 
ceedings  which  may  be  contemplated,  if  any  there 
be,  in  consequence  of  the  inquiry  during  the  last 
session,  into  the  state  of  the  Treasury  Department ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  and 
House  of  Representatives  m  the  Territory  of  the 
United  States  South  of  the  river  Ohio,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  prayiuf  that  such 
further  measures  may  be  adopted  for  the  effectual 
protection  and  preservation  of  the  people  the 
said  Territory,  against  the  hostile  ineuTsions  of  the 
Indian  tribes,  as  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall 
seem  meeL 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  eommtc- 
ted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hone  <»  Fri- 
day next 

Mr.  BouDiNOT,  from  the  coanmittee  apointed  M 
examine  the  Jonmal  of  the  last  session,  and  to  *e- 
port  therefrom,  all  such  matters  of  bos  in  ess  as 
were  then  depending  and  undetermined;  and^alsa 
to  examine  and  report  such  laws  of  the  Uoited 
States,  as  have  expired,  or  will  expire  before  the 
next  session,  made  a  further  report ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tne  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Comnutlee 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay 
of  the  non-commissioned  offieers,  mnsieians,  and 
privates,  of  the  Militia  of  the  United  8taMs,wfaaii 
called  into  actual  service,  and  for  other  pwposesi 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported  pr<«ress. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the 
commttnicated  by  the  Message  fiom  the  Pnast- 
DEHT,  on  the  30th  ultimo,  ana  went  thron^^  the 
same. 


Wbdnbspat,  December  3. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  cwne  to  die  foUowing  resolution : 

**  Retohed,  That  provision  be  made  by  law,  finr  ooss- 
psMating  die  safosrs  by  the  depredations  (rfUw  h«iN 
gsnu  in  Oe  Wsstem  eomMte  ^Fsnnsyhwiia.'* 

Ordered,  'Fhat  the  said  motion  be  committed 
to  a  Committee  ot  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 


PromidgatiaH  of  Ae  Lmurn. 


S3 


Digitized  by 


»56 


HISTOIlY  OF  CONGBSSa 


BSC 


Thank$  to  General  Wayne, 


[DscEiuKft,179i 


The  foUowiag'  Menage  was  leeeived  fK«&  the 
President  op  "^hb  United  States: 
€tmtkmen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  jRqitresentativea  .• 

I  tnaumit  to  you  an  official  statement  of  the  ezpendi- 
tnt,  to  the  thirtieth  of  September  laat,  from  the  Buma 
heretoioTe  granted  to  d^y  the  contingent  expenses  of 
Government,  by  acte  passed  the  twen^*sixth  day  of 
March,  one  thonsand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  and 
the  ninth  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 

"™*^"'*"'  O.  WASHINGTON. 

Ukitxd  SriTBs,  December  3. 1794. 

The  said  Messat^e  and  statement  were  read  and 
ordered  to  lie. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  George  Blaucli- 
ard,  in  behalf  of  Edward  Blanchard ;  and,  after 
some  time  spebt  tberein^  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  report  under 
ccKisideration,aiid  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  follows ; 

Re$olved,  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to 
audit  and  pass  the  account  of  the  late  Edward 
Blanchard,  deceased,  according  to  the  course  of 
Treasury  settlement. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brouffht  in.  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Ames, 
Mr.  WiNQATB,  and  Mr.  Glenn,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  reports 
of  the  Secretary-  of  War,  of  the  seventeenth  of 
BCuch  last,  on  sixty  petitions ;  whereupon, 

ReMolved,  That  Caleb  Worley  be  placed  on  the 
list  of  pensioners,  pursuut  to  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

Betolved,  That  Charles  Fierer,  from  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  attending  his  case,  be  also 
plsQed  on  the  list  of  pensioners,  and  that  he  be 
allowed  the  half-pay  of  Captain. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  resolutions  be  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  with  instruetica) 
to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills,  pursuant 
thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  on  the  several  petitions  of  John  Bennet,  and 
Abraham  Sutton,  oi  John  Loehman^  and  of  Haf- 
fleld  White,  which  were  made  to  this  House,  on 
the  seventeenth  of  March  last,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  memorial  of  Joseph  Hull,  which  was  made  on 
the  twenty-second  of  April  last,  be  also  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay 
of  the  nou-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and 
privates,  of  the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  when 
called  into  actual  service,  and  for  other  purposes; 


uid,aftec  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committoe 
rose  and  reported  progress. 

THANKS  TO  GENERAL  WAYNE. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  thw 
resolutions  of  thanks,  one  to  Generri  Wayne,! 
second  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  legui, 
and  a  third  to  General  Scott  and  the  vojuntem 
under  his  command.  Mr.  S.  observed  thtt  tto 
House  had  not,  on  their  Journals^  anv  vote  of  tte 
nature.  The  Atnerican  Armies  in  the  Westwiid 
had,  since  the  establishment  of  the  new  Comiit^ 
tion,  been,  till  lately,  rather  unsuccessful  HeW 
not  wish  to  make  the  thanks  of  the  House  too 
cheap:  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  thoucht  this  a 
proper  opportunity  to  bestow  them.  He  nudj 
the  present  motion  with  the  more  readiness 
pleasure,  because  he  had  once  had  occMion  to  mate 
a  motion  that  ended  in  General  Wayne  being 
obliged  to  quit  his  seat  in  that  House. 

The  resolution  was  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  Giles  was  sensible  of  the  high  ment  M  at 
officer  and  his  troops;  but  the  House  a«emWew 
legislate,  not  to  give  opmions.  He  WKhea  «» 
tWs  measure  might  be  deliberately  weighefl, mm 
might  tend  to  consequences  notyet  foreseeiiifop 
intoapracticeofthiskind.  He  wished  the  Hooa 
to  go  mto  a  Committee  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Smith  vindicated  the  propriety  of  the  reso- 
lutions. He  adverted  to  the  vote  of  opama 
the  case  of  the  French  Constitutiou,  and  bJsom 
the  death  of  Dr.  Franklin,  which  last,  Mr.  ^ 
said,  was  like  offering  a  vote  of  thanks  to  w 

Mr.  Shbhbdrne  thought,  that  by  delayuifW 
press  the  resolutions,  at  present,  it  was  more  amj 
that  they  would  pass  with  unanimity.  , 

Mr.  Dearborn  was  willing  to  vote  in  genenu, 
but  he  could  not  vote  for  any  particular  ttanis  w 
General  Wayne,  on  accountof  his  attentionto^e 
discipline  of  the  troops,  because  the  meni^lS 
not  know  anything  particular  of  it._  ^J.r^ 
the  thirig  to  be  done  promptly,  or  it  wm 
much  ofits  merit.  ,  .  „j 

Mr.  Smith  withdrew  the  resolutions,  antt  p« 
notice  that  he  should  bring  them  forwaw  ap" 
to-morrow.  «  .    t  m  ihe 

Mr.  MtiRRAT  moved  a  vote  of  thanks 
militia  who  have  been  Utely  caUed  ootjn^W^ 
of  the  Uws  of  the  United  States.   This  was  a3» 
on  the  table  till  to-morrow.  .  , 

A  resolution  respecting  compensation  to  w 
dividuals  who  have  been  personal  sunf^^^.'Ld, 
late  insurrection  was  called  up,  ani  'Jf^fcn.j, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  tbe 
House  to-morrow. 

Thdrspay,  December  4. 

Mr.  Beatty,  from  the  committee  «^,^. 
presented  a  bill  for  the  reUef  of  Peter  Coveab*^' 
which  vras  read  twice,  and  cont"^^**^*    „,«j  to 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  "ff^ScJ 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  biU  or  bills  VMi«* 
sick  or  disabled  seamen ;  and  that  Mr.  » jj^^ 
Mr.  WiNGATE,  Mr.  Cobb,  Mr.  KittbWi*" 
Cashes,  be  the  said  ecHiimittef* 
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Mr.  FiTzsiHONS,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
respeetiDg  the  FortificatiQiis  of  the  United  States, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  Monday  next. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the 
pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
and  privates,  of  the  Militia  of  the  United  States, 
when  called  into  actual  service,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein  the  Com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  progress. 

THANKS  TO  GENERAL  WAYNE. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  wished  to  make  his  promised 
motion,  ^ich  he  pre&ced  br  otwerring  diat  he 
had  Tftried  it  9X  the  request  of  several  gentlemen. 
In  the  original  motion,  he  had  particularly  no- 
ticed the  diligence  of  the  General  in  disciplinine 
his  army  to  the  nature  of  the  service  in  which 
they  were  engaged,  and  his  fortitude  and  per- 
severance in  encouDterine  the  difficulties  which 
opposed  his  march  through  a  wilderness. 

Though  he  and  many  others  were  ready  to  ac- 
knowie^  in  the  fullest  manner  the  merits  of  the 
General  in  those  important  particulars,  yet  as  they 
were_  not  matters  of  general  notoriety,  and  as 
unanimity  on  an  occasion  like  the  present  was 
extremely  desirable,  he  had  now  confined  the 
motion  to  the  brilliant  action  of  the  20th  August. 

Mr.  SuiTH  was  ready  to  admit  that  there  was 
no  precedent  on  their  Journals  for  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  me  Umy;  but  it  was  not  to  be  thence  inferred 
that  the  measure  was  improper :  unfortunately,  no 
success  had  occurred  since  the  estaUishment  of 
the  present  Government  which  called  for  this  tes- 
timony of  public  gratitude. 

There  were  indeed  on  the  Journals  votes  of 
thanks  to  the  Speakers  of  the  House,  and  there 
was  a  vote,  oa  the  death  of  Or.  Franklin,  expres- 
sive of  his  services,  both  of  which  cases  might 
be  considered  as  bearing  some  analogy  to  the 
present,  though  not  precisely  similar. 

Under  the  former  Government  innumerable  cir- 
cumstances might  be  quoted.  With  respect  to 
the  practice  in  itself,  he  had  no  doubt  of  its  pro- 
priety. He  considered  this  kind  of  remuneration 
as  a  just  and  merited  reward  for  past  services, 
and  an  honorable  excitement  to  future  exertions. 
Those  who  performed  them  were^  in  his  opinion, 
entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  theix  fellow  citizens, 
which  could  be  no  otherwise  puUicly  expressed 
dian  through  their  Constitutional  oigan,theIlepre- 
sentatives  of  the  people.  When  thejr  had  this 
claim^  to  withhold  that  public  expression  was  to 
be  unjust.  Satisfied  then,  as  he  was,  that  General 
Wayne  and  the  army  under  his  command  had 
deserved  well  of  their  country,  had  performed 
signal  and  splendid  services,  from  which  he  anti- 
cipated very  important  advantages,  he  could  not 
suppress  this  tribute  of  applause. 

He  was  aware  it  might  oe  said  the  House  had 
already  in  their  Answer  to  the  President's  Speech 
bore  ample  testimony  to  the  good  conduct  of  the 
army,  and  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  go  iartfaer; 


[H.0TR. 


hut  diat  was  only  a  commnnieation  bet:ireen  the 

House  and  the  PBESinENT,  and  was  not  addressed 
to  the  army:  a  vote  of  thanks  would  be  formally 
transmitted  to  the  army;  would  be  considered  as 
an  expression  of  the  sensibility  of  the  House,  and 
would,  be  was  persuaded,  be  highly  gratifying  to 
the  gallant  Greneral  and  his  brave  army.  Mr. 
Smith  said  he  felt  a  peculiar  pleasure  in  making 
this  motion,  as  he  had  on  a  former  occasion  founds 
it  his  duty  to  make  the  motion  which  declared 
the  vacancy  of  General  Wayne's  seat  in  that 
House,  a  circumstance  which  had  given  him  con- 
siderable pain  at  the  time,  but  which  had  proved 
a  fortunate  event,  as  an  opportunity  was  thereby 
afibrded  the  General  of  serving  his  country  m 
the  field. 

Mr.  Smith  coitduded  with  saying,  that  as  he 
had  no  donbt  the  services  of  the  army  had  made 
the  same  impression  on  the  House  as  they  had  on 
him,  he  trusted  the  motion  he  was  about  to  make 
would  be  honored  with  an  unanimous  vote.  He 
then  moved  the  three  resolutions,  as  follow : 

Itm^ved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  gmo 
to  Major  Oen«nd  Wayne  fat  die  good  conduct  and 
bravery  displayed  by  him  in  the  action  of  the  20th 
August  last  with  the  Indians. 

Reaohed,  unanimoualy,  That  the  dianks  of  Hom 
House  be  given  to  the  brave  ofEcers  and  soldiers  of  the 
legion  under  the  orders  of  Major  General  Wayne,  for 
their  patience,  fortitude,  and  biuveiy. 

Raohed,  That  the  thanks  of  diis  House  be  given  to 
Major  General  Bcott,  and  to  the  gallant  mounted  vat 
unteen  from  dw  State  of  Kentai^,  who  have  servad 
their  country  in  the  field  doriag  tlie  late  campaign, 
under  the  orders  of  Major  General  Wayne,  fcr  Anr 
seal,  bravety,  and  good  conduct 

Mr.  GiLBB  foresaw  many  bad  consequences 
that  might  ensue  from  the  practice  of  giving 
opinions  of  men.  One  part  oi  the  House  might 
be  for  a  vote  of  thanks,  and  the  other  against  it. 
He  should  vote  for  the  proposition,  but  wished 
that  some  mode  might  be  adopted  for  encasing 
the  general  opinion  of  the  House  against  the 
practice. 

Mr.  KiTTERA  was  for  restoring  the  clause  re- 
specting the  vigilance  of  Gfenerw  Wayne  in  at- 
tending to  the  discipline  of  his  troop. 

Mr.  HiLLHOtTSB  hoped  that  the  resolutions 
would  not  be  adopted.  He  should  go  forther  than 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Gilbs]  and 
rote  against  them.  The  House,  in  their  Answer 
to  the  pRESiDEKT,  had  expressed  their  approln* 
tion,  and  that  was  enough.  It  was  not  the  busi- 
ness of  that  House,  but  of  the  ExBctmvB,  to  ex- 

Jress  such  things.  Mr.  H.  had  voted  most  cor- 
ially  for  that  j«rt  of  the  Address  respecting  the 
Western  army.  The  answer  to  the  Speech  of  the 
pREsinENT  would  always  afford  a  good  opportu- 
nity of  conveying  these  kind  of  matters.  _  It 
would  immediately  become  necessary  to  give 
thanks  in  every  case ;  and  not  to  give  them  will 
be  regarded  as  an  implied  censure.  He  trusted 
that  the  gentleman  would  withdraw  his  motiouj 
and  that  the  House  in  this  way  would  get  rid  « 
it. '  He  had,  and  he  repeated  it  again,  a  hi^ 
sense     the  merit  of  die  officers  and  solfieii  of 


7%anla  to  Qmeral  Wayne. 
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the  army  uader  OenenU  Wayn^,  but  he  had  said 
«o  already  Id  the  Address  to  the  Pbesident.  It 
had  been  urged,  as  a  precedent  for  this  measure, 
that  it  was  usual  to  thank  the  Speaker.  This 
was  a  mere  ceremony.  He  wished  that  it  had 
Devei  come  into  practice,  but  since  it  had  been 
a«,  he  should  always  agree  to  the  rote  of  thanks. 

Mr.  Mduat  thought  that  we  might  trust  that 
«the  House  would  always  have  too  much  prudence 
to  abuse  their  thanks,  by  giving  them  improp^ty. 
By  way  of  precedent,  Mr.  M.  read  a  rote  of  the 
State  of  Virgioia,  thanking  Governor  Lee  for  his 
eoaduet  in  the  Western  insurrection. 

Mr.  NioHOLAs  approved  highly  of  the  ctmduct 
«(  the  troops,  but  it  was  only  an  act  of  duty.  If 
we  send  soldiers  against  the  Indians,  it  is  sup- 
poiied  that  they  wiU  stand  to  their  posts,  other- 
wise the  Government  cannot  be  supported  even 
£ar  a  month- 
Mr.  HiLLUOUSE  saw  no  business  which  the 
House  had  with  the  proceedings  in  the  State  of 
Virginia.   It  had  been  hinted  that  the  army 
under  General  Wavne  might  feel  disagreeably,  if 
rescdotion  should  be  rerjected.   With  that  Mr. 
H.  had  no  business.  He  acted  on  principles  with- 
out regarding  the  fbelines  of  individuals. 
Mr.  W.  Smith  ureed  with  gentlemen  that  the 

Srincipal  object  of  the  House  was  to  l^tslate; 
Dt  it  did  not  follow  that  they  were  to  be  cou- 
fioed  merely  to  legislation.  lEverir  Legislative 
body  exerciaed  the  rwbt  of  opinba  m  cases 
where  no  act  was  to  f«low.  This  House  has 
frequently  exeicised  it :  the  answers  to  the  Pbhsi- 
nwr'u  Speech;  the  answer  to  the  King  of  the 
French  on  bis  acceptance  of  die  Constitution  of 
ninety-one  i  the  opinion  of  the  House  on  the 
merits  of  that  Constitution;  the  vote  respecting 
Beigamin  Franklin;  the  vote  of  last  session  in 
reply  to  a  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Public 
Safety  of  France;  the  votes  of  thanks  to  the 
Speaken,  were  precedents  on  the  Journals  which 
refuted  a  contrary  doctrine.  It  bad  been  said  that 
the  Utter  case  was  a  mere  matter  of  form.  Mr. 
S.  thought  difforently,  and  if  ever  he  was  in  that 
House  when  a  vote  of  thanks  should  be  proposed 
to  a  Speaker  who  had  no  claim  to  it,  he  snould 
feel  it  his  duty  to  opjpyse  it  Gentlemen  appre- 
hended that  this  practice  might  lead  to  innumera- 
ble difficulties  hereafter.  But  every  House  would 
exercise  its  judgment  and  discretion.  Members 
would  not  be  so  rash  a£  to  propose  the  thanks  of 
the  House  where  serious  opposition  was  expected, 
nor  would  the  thanks  be  voted  unless  well  merit- 
ed. He  was  unwilling  as  any  member  to  make 
Uie  thanks  of  the  House  too  cheap ;  but  all  must 
con&u  that  if  ever  there  was  an  occasion  where 
uey  were  properly  called  for,  this  was  one.  To 
a&n  the  right  or  enpadiencr  of  the  practice  was 
in  lact  to  strip  the  House  of^ one  of  its  most  agree- 
able functions,  that  of  expiessing  its  giatitu^. 

It  had  been  advanced  as  an  objecUon,  that  the 
two  Houses  might  differ;  tme  might  rote  thanks 
uid  the  other  censure,  in  the  same  case ;  but  that 
might  happen  in  other  cases  where  the  |uro|triety 
of  expressuur  an  opinion  was  admitted;  in  an- 
swning  the  Prbsidibkt's  Speech  in  the  State  Le- 


S'slatures.  where  thanks  were  frequently  votoL 
e  two  branches  might  differ:  that  was  nera 
deemed  an  objection  to  the  jiractice;  each  How 
expressed  its  individual  opinion. 

Mr.  Smith  said  if  the  House  bad  beaatitBt 
in  September  last  when  the  account  arrind  i 
this  victory,  would  the  members  have  thai  Mtu 
coldljr  as  tbey  now  do?  No;  he  was  cotiTiiicd 
that  in  the  moment  of  ioy  and  gratitude,  tiicf 
would  have  unanimou^y  voted  thanks  lo  ibe 
army  without  the  least  hesitation ;  bat  thgr  Ian 
since  had  time  to  cool,  and  the  impression  u  wna 
a^y. 

Gkntlemen  should  consider  the  hard  serricei 
of  that  aimy;  how  badly  paid  Aty  were;  tk 
nature  of  the  country  they  were  in,  and  then  it 
termine  whether  the  brilliant  action  of  the  3Di 
August  is  to  go  unrewarded?.  To  apprecii* 
truly  the  merits  of  that  army  in  obtaining  » sig- 
nal a  victory,  let  the  House  reflect  on  the  coo» 
quences  of  a  defeat :  the  army  disbanded  ai 
broken  up;  the  frontins  exposed  to  the  ferocwss 
savages ;  the  combination  of  the  tribes  more  tt 
mented  and  formidable;  an  expensive, long, 
bloody  war.  What  is  now  our  prospect?  w 
frontiers  protected ;  the  combination  of  the  trte 
dissolved,  and  peace  with  them  all  a  probuk 
event. 

Before,  therefore,  .the  motion  which  he  dm 
made  could  be  got  rid  of,  it  was  incumbent  « 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  to  shov,ei(Dci 
that  It  was  impropM  in  any  case  whatever  to 
a  vote  of  thaoKs,  or  that  tnis  was  not  a  case  eott 
tied  to  them;  to  do  the  first  they  must  eswbii4 
in  the  face  of  precedents  innumerable,  a  doctriK 
destructive  of  one  of  the  most  amiable  pririleps 
of  the  House ;  to  do  the  last,  they  must  cipressa 
sentiment  which  would,  he  was  persuaded,  be  re- 
pugnant to  the  sentiments  of  all  their  constitu- 
ents, for  throughout  the  United  States  there  vss 
but  one  ojttnion  on  this  subject,  and  that  was  m 
unison  with  the  motion.  luring 
tion  after  due  delibention,  he  oertaioly  ''^J^ 
withdraw  it;  but  would  submit  it  to  the 
sense  of  the  House.  „ 

Mr.  CoiT  moved  the  previous  qaeation. 
thought  the  practice  of  dangerous  conse^!^ 
It  might  produce  much  uncomfortable  proceeome 
in  that  House.   He  was  seconded  by  a  aum«i  a 
members. 

Mr.  Pahkeb  felt  the  highest  esteem  for  the  s» 
vicesof  the  Western  army.  He  was  intimsl* 
with  General  Wayne  and  General  Scott;  W» 
disapivoved  of  the  practice  upon  P^^^^l^ 
was  wromr  in  Mr.  Mdrr&t  to  guote  the  I"**^ 
ings  in  the  L^islature  of  Virginia,  where  w 
Governor  was  in  authority  a  mere  <^yP£5^ 
cause  the  two  cases  did  not  apply.  The 
Government  was  on  a  quite  different 
mixture  of  monarchy,  m"  aristocraey,  '^^^ 
mocracr.   The  President  represented  "K^^ 
archical  part.   It  was  his  business  to  jiw  ^f"^, 


Seer  in 


if  requisite.  If  he  himself  was  an 
army,  Mr.  P.  Said  that  he  should  be  »at»wojJ 
the  first  thanks,  those  in  the  Answer  to  the  rtv 
DBMT.   He  would  be  hurt  by  the  second  ta  iu»t^ 
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tdtatioml.  Wlwt  \t,  m  the  aftean  titae,  OeneiBl 
Wajmc  aad  his  anny  may  have  committed  some 
error  that  requires  aft  mquiry,  and  the  Hottee  are 
to  go  into  it  witii  this  rote  of  thanks  staring  them 
in  their  &6e!  It  had  been  said  by  Mr.  Shith, 
that  if  we  had  been  sittiBg  in  Beptember,  when 
this  news  arrived,  a  rote  of  thanks  would  hare 
been  passed  immediately  and  unanimoosly.  I 
believe  no  such  thing  (said  Mr.  P.)  We  shoald 
have  recommended  sach  a  ste^  to  the  PReeiDBirr. 

Mr.  CkLEB  said,  that  if  there  ever  ecmld  have 
been  any  doubt  as  to  the  improprietv  of  the  reso- 
lution, that  was  now  removed,  [alludin;  to  the 
speech  of  Mr.  Paskbk.]  He  thought  that  the 
^ntleman  [Mr.  Coit]  who  moved  the  previous 
question  had  acted  from  the  best  motives.  Two 
gentlemen  [Mr.  Giles  referred  to  Mr.  Sedowick 
and  Mr.  Ambs]  had  recommended  an  appeal  to 
feding.  We  are  sent  here  to  reason.  A  gentle- 
man fMr.  Sboowicic]  says  that  he  has  feelings 
which  he  cannot  express.  Let  him  strive  to 
expreaa  them.  It  is  not  ezpeeled  diat  a  mem- 
ber is  to  express  ail  that  he  may  feel  m  every 
sahjeet. 

Mr.  BlvnuY  said  be  thouffbt  the  present  reso- 
iutkn  proper,  onexeeptitmable,  and  as  the  &te 
of  this  questitm  vroold  have  an  effect  on  the  mo- 
tion for  thanks  to  the  militia,  which  he  brought 
forward  yesterday,  he  hoped  it  would  succeed, 
and  that  its  mover  [Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Caro- 
lina,] would  not  withdraw  it.  Gentlemen  who 
are  ^jainst  the  vote  have  talked  of  precedent.  If 
example  would  serve  Uieir  feelings  with  a  stimu- 
lus, be  would  take  the  liberty  of  calling  their 
attention  to  a  jnge  he  had  in  hia  hand,  in  which 
they  would  find  that  some  of  our  constituents 
have  got  the  start  of  us,  for  the  Hottse  of  Dele- 

Stes  of  Vi^iaia  had  very  properly  considered 
e  eondaet  of  their  Governor  [Mr.  Use]  in  a 
light  whieh  merited  their  thanks  for  his  accepV 
aaoe  of  the  command  of  hb  fellow-citizens 
against  the  insvrgenis.  Mr.  H.  read  the  vote 
fimn  a  new^per,  whidi  was  a  OMnimous  one. 
He  said  he  eonsidered  this  cirenmstaace  as  ex- 
tremely auniicious  to  both  votes. 

He  said  he  had  no  <Ajeotion  to  consider  the 
practice  as  founded  in  principles  which  would 
bear  examinadoo.  He  thought  it  more  necessary 
in  the  administration  of  onr  Goverament-^the 
great  basis  of  which  was  public  opinion — than  in 
that  of  any  other  which  he  had  read  or  heard  of. 
Here  onr  theories  have  made  a  bold  appeal  to  the 
reason  and  feelings  of  our  fellowHsitiTens.  Nei- 
ther titles,  nor  hneditary  honors,  nor  crosses,  nor 
ribands,  nor  stars,  ma  carters,  are  permitted  or 
endntable.  Neither  woiud  they  be  accepted  here 
vs«K  they  offered.  We  had  but  two  w^s,  as  far 
as  hia  kiuiwledge  then  served  him^  of  rewarding 
or  aeknowlcdging  great  displays  of  irablie  virtue. 
One  way  is  by  pay  in  money;  the  other  by  thanks 
expressed  by  vote,  or  {iresoited  and  perpetuated 
in  some  memorial,  as  in  a  medal.  The  first  is 
unequal,  as  the  fortunes  of  men  diAr,  so  would 
snoh  reward  not  be  equally  valuable  to  all  its 
objects,  and  were  it  practicable  to  apportion  th» 
irmid  agreeaUy  to  the  feetunas  «  men,  ditrt 


is  a  sometbiDg  ill.«s80rted  in  it  with  the  idea  of 
honorable  amration ;  nor  did  he  think  there  was 
any  good  man  who  had  a  spark  of  what  is  called 
sentiment  in  his  bosom,  who  would  not  say  the 
reward  was  not  only  lame  for  want  of  oniformitr, 
but  defective  in  pmnt  of  taste  in  its  qiecies.  He 
believed  much  in  the  sense  oi  duty  as  a  motive  to 
good  and  reasonable  services,  and  that  an  en* 
lightened  mind  would  feel  the  close  alliance 
between  interest  and  duty;  but  he  held  reward  to 
be  essential,  politically  considered,  to  the  ptactioe 
of  great  virtue,  takingr  men  as  you  And  them. 
Not  that  money  can  be  an  adequate  reward ;  It 
was  therefore  that  he  wished  to  see  a  style  of  ac- 
knowledgment derived  both  from  the  genius  ef 
the  Government  and  congenial  with  the  passioes 
which  work  on  the  side  of  virtne — a  mode  as  Ihr 
removed  from  mere  avarice  as  it  was  nearly  asso* 
ciated  to  the  movements  of  the  most  elevated 
minds.  He  readily  yielded  his  belief  that  the 
gentlemen  who  were  unwilling  to  ad<^  ^  piae- 
tice  fhlly  admitted  the  merits  to  whieh  they  did 
not  thiiut  it  expedient  to  give  a  vote  of  thanks } 
but  the  precedent,  founded  expressly  on  the  prm- 
ciple,  that  in  no  case  of  the  greatest  events  are  we 
to  give  thanks  to  the  agents  in  them,  will  abso- 
lutely strip  the  Government  of  the  only  power  its 
Constitution  admits  eonferrmg  deserve!  distiBo- 
tioQ.  He  thought  that  public  gratitude  was  a 
great  fliad,  which  if  judiciously  and  d^cately 
eemomised,  nug^t  be  rendered  a  source  of  great 
and  good  actions.  It  is  an  honor  both  to  the 
nation  that  can  feel  and  express  it^  and  to  those 
who  receive  it.  He  did  not  think  it  ought  to  be 
lighdy  drawn  on,  and  hoped  a  line  which  it 
was  more  easy  to  ctnceive  than  draw,  would  be 
adopted  by  the  House  to  save  the  Lwidatore 
from  those  perilous  oco«si«is  whieh  wouU  leseaB 
its  valve,  and  that  no  member  would  ever  mova- 
a  vote  a  thanks  bat  upon  the  happening  of  son* 
event  so  strikinglir  peat  and  useful  astoearry 
but  one  opinion.  The  two  events  deiinated  at 
.present  (for  he  saw  both  votes  were  to  have  one 
mte)  were  great,  highly  interesting,  and  carried 
but  one  opiiuoii.  The  army  imder  General 
Wayne  had  gained  a  briUiont  victory.  It  was, 
he  believed,  Uie  first  great  victory  that  had  at- 
tended the  arms  of  the  Uuited  States  since  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution.  That  army  merit- 
ed the  thanks  of  their  country,  and  we  may  say 
so.  They  had  not  only  gaineu  victory  and  nme, 
but  bad  earned  them  in  a  solitude  where  the 
voice  of  ikme  could  not  be  heard  \  in  a  pnrfbnnd 
wilderness,  where  neither  the  soolhugs  of  jast  un^ 
bition  can  reach  them,  nor  the  smiles  in  sociBi 
md  carilixed  life  can  comfort  them  after  their 
severe  labors. 

The  militia,  both  officers  and  men,  ia  ''qaalluir. 
the  iuMirreetion.'*  had  displayed  the  wisdom  and 
virtue  which  the  ConstttutiGn  had  anticipated  ; 
had  eminently  deserved  the  most  public  testH 
mcmy  to  their  good  conduct.  Shall  we,  as  we 
certainhr  feet  this  to  be  trne,  be  deterred  from 
expressing  what  vre  feel,  because  the  folly  of  a 
fature  mcment  may  pMsiUy  betray  us  into  an 
midtte  iMlti|itieati«D  of  thanks,  or  beea«ie  iw 
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may  be  harassed  by  a  fatunuDg  succession  of 
cam  upon  our  gratitude?  There  could  be  little 
fear  that  great  eveuts  would  crowd  too  fast  upon 
oar  feelines,  and  take  up  our  time  by  applause, 
and  be  believed  bis  constituents  would  readily 
admit  the  importance  of  two  sucb  events  as  some 
excuse  for  the  time  we  consume  in  celebrating 
them. 

In  favor  of  the  principle,  we  are  supported  by 
the  ezamjile  of  the  old  Congress,  by  tne  practice 
of  all  nations,  and  by  the  Known  character  of 
human  nature  in  all  cases  and  everjrwhere.  The 
aiieienta  and  the  modenu,  by  a  variety  of  inveiH 
tions  and  of  policy,  analogous  to  our  object,  en- 
deavored to  enlist  all  the  passions  in  the  paUic 
•ervice.  The  old  Congress  understood  the  springs 
that  work  in  great  events  and  though  there  was 
in  the  glorious  Rev<dutioii  which  they  guided,  an 
ardor  in  the  public  mind  that  needed  little  aid, 
they  did  not  disdain  an  appeal  to  the  just  pride 
ana  ambition  of  the  indivioual ;  that  the  motives 
to  public  virtue  might  be  multiplied,  they  in 
many  instances  took  care  that  great  events  and 
services  should  be  attended  by  some  small  but 
inestimable  memorial. 

Mr.  Ameb. — The  apprehensions  of  the  House 
.  have  been  attempted  to  be  alarmed,  as  if  tbey 
were  pushed  to  adopt  hastily  and  unguardedly 
some  dangerous  new  pincipte.  The  practice  of 
all  puUic  bodies  without  exception,  has  been  to 
express  their  approbatuu  of  distinguished  public 
services.  Instead  of  establtshing  a  new  principle, 
the  attempt  is  now  made  to  iuduce  us  to  derart 
from  an  old  one.  Nay,  the  objectbn  taken  uto- 
^ther  is  still  more  ineonsiBtent  and  singular,  for 
It  is  urged,  the  Answer  of  the  House  to  the  Pbbsi- 
dbmt'b  Speech  has  already  expressed  our  appro- 
bation of  the  conduct  of  Genenil  Wayne  and  his 
army.  It  is,  say  they,  superfluous  to  express  it 
again.  The  argument  opposed  to  the  vote  of 
thanks  stands  thus :  It  is  a  dangerous  new  princi- 
ple, without  a  precedent,  and  without  any  just 
authority  Irom  the  Constitution,  to  thank  the 
wamji  fatf  the  objectors  add,  we  have  in  the  An- 
fwer  to  the  Speech  expressed  all  that  is  contained 
in  the  motion.  It  is  unusual  to  quote  precedent, 
and  our  own.  recent  ccmduct,  to  prove  a  motion 
unprecedented,  and  to  prove  a  measure  new  and 
dangerous  because  it  has  been  adopted  without 
question  or  apprehension  heretofore. 

The  thanlu  of  this  body  addressed  directly  to 
the  army  will  be  much  more  acceptable  than  an 
mnnion  concerning  them  in  our  Answer  to  the 
Speech,  and  which  they  may  not  happen  ever  to 
hear  of. 

It  has  been  said,  with  au  air  of  triumph,  that  we 
are  to  be  guided  by  reasoning,  not  feeUng,  as  if  I 
Bad  made  an  attempt  by  an  appeal  to  the  utter  to 
lead  the  House  astray.  This  observation  appears 
to  have  made  some  impression,  and  it  is  proper 
tlterefore  to  notice  it. 

ReaHm  is  the  test  of  what  is  true  and  what  is 
oaeAil.  When  our  interests  are  depending  oa  a 
vote,  we  canuDot  be  too  eircnnupeet  to  avoid  the 
mtrasicoi  onr  feelii^pi.  During  the  laet  seasion 
ik»  oppoaera  of  the  measures  which  were  then 


urged  apoa  the  House,  used  all  their  endeavors  to 
expose  their  injurious  tendency.  Some  of  those 
who  would  DOW  pass  for  all  reastm,  made  a  boast 
then  of  being  all  feeling.  Then  they  reproached 
us  with  an  unchangeable  adherence  to  what  we 
thought  the  interests  of  the  country:  on  such 
questions,  where  error  may  be  ruin,  the  passioaa 
turn  traitors.  On  such  occasions  we  had  oar 
feelings,  but  we  thought  ourselves  bound  by  all 
that  we  owed  to  doty  and  our  country  to  aamnm 
them.  It  was  then  ^oper  to  be  cool,  cooaidente. 
and  cautious. 

But  is  the  present  question  of  stub  ■  Daiurc? 
It  has  nothing  to  decide  respecting  the  abstiaei 
truth  of  the  proposition,  for  the  assertioD  coa- 
tained  in  the  vote  of  the  merit  of  the  army  is 
undeniaUe ;  it  cannot  be  opposed  by  any  plea  of 
public  duty,  for  it  la  not  an  act  of  authority,  nor 
will  it  affect  any  one  interest  or  right  of  society. 

It  is  simply  a  question  of  mere  propriety;  aad  b 
it  a  novelty,  is  it  anything  to  alarm  the  caotioo 
of  the  House,  that  such  questions  are  always  to 
be  decided  by  feeling?   What  but  the  sense  itf 
propriety  induces  me  to  perform  to  others  the 
namelessand  arbitrary  duties,  and  to  receive  fron 
others  the  rights  which  the  civilities  and  refine- 
ments of  life  have  erected  into  laws?    In  eases 
of  a  more  serious  kind,  is  not  sentiment  the  onhr 
prompt  uid  enlightened  guide  of  our  eoadnet?  If  i 
1  receive  a  &vor,  what  but  the  sentiment  of  giait> 
tude  ought  to  direct  me  in  my  acknowled^menis? 
Shall  I  go  to  my  benefactor  and  say.  Sir,  I  act 
coolly  and  carefully;  I  will  examine  all  the  ci^ 
cumstances  of  thiii  transaction,  and  if  upon  the 
whole  I  find  some  cause  of  gratitude.  I  wul  thank 
you.   Is  this  gratitude  or  insult?   The  man  who 
affects  to  faola  his  feelings,  and  his  best  feelings 
back  for  this  cold-blooded  process  of  reasoning, 
has  none*.   He  deceives  himself,  and  attanpts  to 
deceive  others,  if  he  pretends  to  reason  up  w  to 
reason  down  the  impressions  which  Mtions  wor- 
thy of  gratitude  ana  admiration  make  upm  hit 
heart.   Was  it  necessary  to  wait  for  the  joy  aad  i 
exultation  which  the  news  of  the  victory  of  Qca- 
eral  Wavne  instantly  inspired,  till  we  could  pro- 
ceed with  all  due  phlwm  and  caution  to  analyxe 
it?  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Nicao- 
LAs]  has  not  even  yet  received  the  impresauns 
which  are  so  natural  and  so  nearly  universal;  for  i 
he  has  insisted  that  the  army  lias  only  done  its 
duty,  and  therefore  it  is  improper  to  expresi 
our  thanks.   Indeed,  it  has  done  its  duty,  bat 
in  a  manner  the  most  splendid,  the  most  wmtby  | 
oi  admiration  and  thanks.   That  gentleman  has  ' 
also  expressed  his  doubts  of  the  very  important 
nature  of  the  victory,  and  one  would  siupose 
it  was  thought  by  many^  a  very  trivial  ^van- 
tage that  is  gained.   It  is  such  an  one,  hiwerer.  | 
as  has  humbled  a  victorious  foe;  as  has  avengol  I 
the  slaughter  of  two  armies;  as  gives  us  the  res-  I 
sonable  prospect  of  a  speedy  peace.    C^n  we 
desire  anything  more  ardently  than  a  terminatioa 
of  the  Indian  war? 

The  same  gentleman,  or  some  other  ofpom^ 
the  vote  of  thanks,  has  said,  if  onr  armiea  hare 
done  well,  they  ar^  paid  for  it,  as  if  mnney  wta 
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the  mnunre  and  the  recmnpeiue  of  merit.  No, 
sir,  our  soldiers  did  not  reason  coldly  (as  we  are 
now  exhorted  to  do)  in  the  day  of  battle.  When 
Che  war-whoop  would  have  shrunk  hearts  that 
had  uotbiog  inore  than  reasoning  on  their  wages 
and  their  services  to  animate  them,  did  our  brare 
soldiers  think  only  of  their  oinepence  a  day?  If 
they  had,  we  should  not  have  had  this  occasion 
to  offer  to  them  the  thanks  of  the  nation. 

A  soldier,  of  all  men,  looks  to  this  kind  of  re- 
compense for  his  serrices ;  and  surely,  to  look  to 
the  approbation  and  applause  of  his  country,  is 
one  means  of  keeping  alive  the  sentiments  of 
citizenship  which  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to 
entire  even  in  a  camp.  Shall  we  make  it  an  ex- 
case  for  refusing  to  pass  this  vote  that  we  estab- 
lish the  princi^e  01  thanking  nobody?  Is  not 
this,  as  a  principle,  as  novel  as  impoper,  as  that 
which  alarms  our  opponents?  Ana  snail  we 
estaUish  it  as  a  principle  against  the  known  prac- 
tice of  other  assemblies  and  of  this,  and  against 
the  intrinsic  propriety  the  case,  merely  because 
we  think  our  discretion  will  not  be  firm  enough 
in  future  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  practice  ? 
Scarcely  any  abuse  could  have  a  worse  mfluence 
than  the  refusal  to  adopt  this  vote,  because,  should 
the  negative  prevail,  what  would  the  army  be- 
lieve? Would  they  not  sa^,  a  rote  of  thuiks 
has  been  rejected  ?  It  is  satd  we  have  not  done 
much,  and  what  we  have  done  b  merely  our 
duty,  for  which  we  receive  wages? 

The  debate  has  taken  such  a  turn,  chat  I  con- 
fess I  could  have  wished  the  motion  had  not  beea 
made.  For  the  most  awkward  a^d  ridiculous 
thiag  in  the  world  is  to  express  our  gratitude 
lothty.  But  at  least  it  offers  to  those  who  fear 
that  votes  of  thanks  will  be  too  frequent,  some 
■eeurity  against  their  apprehensions.  Would  any 
man  risk  the  feelings  and  character  of  his  friend 
by  8in  attempt  to  force  a  rote  of  thanks  by  a  bare 
majtmty  through  the  House?  an  ingenuous 
mind  will  shriu  from  this  gross  reward.  If  there 
is  any  force  in  the  precedent  it  is  feared  we  are 
now  making,  it  will  operate  more  to  deter  from 
than  to  invite  the  repetition. 

Mr.  Dearborn  was  in  favor  of  the  original 
motion.  In  addition  to  some  remarks  relative 
to  the  Republicanism  of  the  idea  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  thanking  the  armies  of 
the  people  for  their  prowess  and  victories,  be  com- 
pared the  argument  against  the  resolutions  on  the 
score  of  aboM  to  a  miser's  excusing  hicoself  from 
the  ]W8ctice  of  charity,  lest  he  should  bestow  it 
on  unworthy  objects. 

Ur.  Rdthebpobo  was  ojqposed  to  the  previous 
question.  He  hoped  the  resolution  of  thanks 
iniuld  pass  without  a  dissenting  voice. 

The  jffevious  question  was  now  called  for,  by 
fire  mraibers,  viz :  "  Shall  the  main  question  to 
a^e  to  the  said  resoluticm,  be  now  put  ?"  And 

On  the  previous  question,  "Shall  the  said  main 
Question  he  now  put?"  it  was  resolved  in  the  af- 
firmative— yeas  a2,  nays  36,  as  follows : 

Tbas.^ — Fisher  Ames,  James  Armttrong,  Abnham 
Baldwin,  Sheaijashub  Bourne,  Bei^jamin  Bonme,  Lua- 
katt  Cadwabder,  David  Cobb,  Ttiog  Coffin.  WiUkm 
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J.  Dawwrn,  Henry  Deaibom,  Galaiel  Dnvall,  WillisM 
Findley,  Thomas  ntasimoBB,  Dwight  Foster,  EzeUal 
Gilbert,  James  GiUeepie,  Hemy  Glenn,  James  Gordoq^ 
Christopher  Greenup,  Andrew  Greg^,  Samuel  Griffin, 
William  Barrv  Grove,  George  Huicock,  Daniel  Heister, 
William  Hin^an,  Samael  Holten,  John  Wilkes  Kittera, 
Henry  Latimer,  Amasa  Learned,  William  Lyman, 
Francis  Malbone,  William  Montgomery,  Peter  Muh- 
lenben,  William  Vans  Murray,  Joseph  NeviUe,  An- 
drew nekeDfl,  Robert  Rntherfbrd,  Thomas  Scott,  The- 
odore Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  WDliam  Smith,  George 
Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  John  E. 
Van  Allen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Peter  Van  Gaadwek, 
Pel^  Wadsworth,  John  Watts,  Paine  Wingate,  Richard 
Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nxis.— Theodoras  Bailey,  Jobn  Beatty.  Thomas 
Blonnt,  EHas  Bondinot,  Thomas  Claiborne,  JoshnaCnt, 
Isaac  Colea,  Gecoge  D«n^  Samuel  Dexter,  WHUsin  B. 
Giles,  Nidwlas  Oihasn,  Carter  B.  Hsntam,  John  HeaOi, 
James  Hillhease,  John  Hunter,  Bidbard  Bland  Les^ 
Matthew  Locke,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  MacBaon, 
Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane,  Andrew  Mooie, 
Anthony  New,  John  Nidtolas,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Alex- 
ander D.  Orr,  Josiah  Paricer,  Francis  Preatoi^  John  S. 
Sherburne,  John  Smilie,  Israel  Smith,  Ze^ianiah  Swift, 
Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  YenaUs,  Francia  Walksr, 
and  Artemas  Ward. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  resolution,  it  was 

Betolved,  itnamtaou^,  That  the  toanks  of  this 
House  be  given  to  the  brave  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  legion  under  the  orders  of  Major  Qeoeral  ^ 
Wayne,  Tor  their  patience,  fortitude,  and  bravery. 

ite»otved^  unanimously.  That  the  thanks  of  this 
House  be  given  to  Maior  General  Scott,  and  to 
the  gallant  mounted  volunteers  from  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  who  have  served  their  country  in  the 
field,  during  the  late  campaign,  under  the  orders 
of  Major  General  Wayne,  for  their  zeal,  bravery, 
and  good  conduct. 

Re$olvedy  That  the  President  op  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  transmit  the  foregoing  re- 
solutions ;  and  that  Mr.  William  Smith  and  Mr. 
Murray  be  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  on  the 
Pbssidsnt  therewith. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mdrsat, 

Resolved^  tmanimoualy.  That  the  thanks  of  this 
House  be  ^iven  to  the  gallant  officers  and  privates 
of  the  Militia  of  the  States  of  New  Jersey,  Penn- 
sylvania^  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  who,  on  me  late 
call  of  the  Pbesident,  ralli^  round  the  standard 
of  the  laws,  and,  in  the  prompt  and  severe  services 
which  they  encountered,  bore  the  most  illustrious 
testimony  to  the  value  of  Uie  Constitution,  and 
the  blessings  of  internal  peace  and  order ;  and  that 
the  President  be  requested  to  communicate  the 
above  vote  of  thanks  in  such  manner  as  he  may 
judge  most  acceptable  to  the  patriotic  citizens 
who  are  its  objects. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Smith  and  Mr. 
Mdrrat  be  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  on  the 
PRBainENT  with  the  fore^ing  resolution. 


Friday,  December  5. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Message  from  the  Paaai- 
OBKT  OP  TBE  UNITED  Sti-tbs,  oi  the  thirtieth  of 
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Jtnuary,  sevealen  hnndnd  and  niaety-^ow,  co- 
etosing  the  copy  of  m  Letter  fran  the  Graremor  of 
North  Carotina,  eoTering  a  resolatiofi  of  the  Le- 
|dstatare  of  that  State;  as  also  the  petitions  of 
Thomas  Person  and  others,  poprietors  in  lands 
in  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  South  of  the ; 
river  01uo,and  of  the  Trustees  of  the  UniTersity  of 
North  Carolina,  which  was  made  to  this  House 
on  the  19th  of  February  last,  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  lesolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Hmue,  on  the  bUl  £[>r  the  relief  of  Pe- 
ter CoTeDhoren ;  and,  after  nme  time  ^pent  theie- 
in,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  with- 
etti  Bnendnual. 

Ordered!,  That  the  mid  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  resolTed  itielf  into  a  Committee  of 
ake  Whole  House  on  the  estimates  of  approivia- 
tkm  for  the  service  of  the  year  1796 ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and 
reptorted  the  following  resolution ;  v^ch  w«s 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  viz : 

AMo/oea,  That,  for  the  expenditure  of  the  Civil 
List  of  the  United  Stat^  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-fire,  together  with  the 
incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  several 
DCTartments  and  offices  thereof,  there  be  appropri- 
ated the  several  sums  of  money  following,  to  wit: 

[Here  follows  a  list  of  all  the  apMopriations, 
amounting,  in  the  wholes  to  $435,350.] 

Orderea,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  broucht  in  pur- 
suant to  the  siUd  resolution,  and  that  Bur.  Fitzsi- 
HON^  Mr.  Sbeabjasudb  Bodrnb,  and  iSx.  Orip- 
riM,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ord^^  That  the  C^mminee  of  the  Whole 
House  to  whom  was  committed  the  bill  to  r^u- 
late  the  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officers,  mu- 
sicians, and  privates  of  the  Militia  of  the  United 
States,  when  callea  into  actual  service,  and  for 
other  purposes,  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof,  and  that  the  said  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  Mr.  QiLEs,  Mr.  Sboqwick,  Mr.  Heisteb, 
Bfr.  Locks,  and  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  motion  of  the  third  in- 
stant, "  that  provision  be  made  by  law,  for  com- 
pensating the  sufferers  by  the  depredations  of  the 
insurgents  in  the  Western  counties  of  Pennsylva- 
nia,"  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  progress. 

Ordered.  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  he  discharged  from  further  proceeding  on 
the  said  motion,  and  that  so  much  of  the  Speech 
of  the  pRESioENT  OF  TBE  UNITED  States  as  re- 
lates to  the  subject-matter  thereof,  be  committed 
to  Mr.  HiLLHonsB,  Mr.  Findlet,  Mr.  Lyman, 
Mr.  Watts,  and  M^r.  William  Shitu. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  Speech  of 
the  pRBeiDENT^  which  relates  to  the  improvement 
of  harmony  with  the  Indian  nations,  within  the 
Umtts  ofdM  United  States,  by  fixing  and  eonduct- 
iaS'of  tradiur  honses;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
IhmiB,  the  Conumttea  rose  and  reported  the  fol- 
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lowing  resolution,  which  was  twice  md,  ani 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  —  dollars  be  a^fitoptkMd  for 
the  purpose  of  earrying  on  trade  with  the  Indian 

nations. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  twong^t  in 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  PaBt 
CER,  Mr.  Blount,  Mr.  Bouoihot.  Mr.  Findlet, 
and  Mr.  Ohbbnop,  do  prepare  and  bxing  in  the 
same. 


Monday^  December  8. 

An  engrassed  InU  for  the  relief  of  Peta  Cotcq- 
hoven,  was  read  the  ^rd  time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  ^pointed  to  ex- 
amine and  report  what  proeeedinjn  nave  been  had 
under  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  ^  An  act 
making  further  and  more  effectual  provisiojp  far 
the  protectitm  of  the  frontiw  of  the  United  States,'* 
passed  the  5th  of  March,  1793;  also,  to  report 
wiiether  any,  and  what,  amendmenu  are  necessa- 
ry to  the  several  laws  respecting  the  Military  Bt- 
tabiishment,  and  the  protection  of  the  froKtien  of 
the  United  States. 

And  a  committee  was  amninted  of  Mr.  N^c»o- 
LAS.  Mr.  Dearborn,  and  Mr.  Smiue. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  ip 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  sctientt- 
tied"  An  act  to  establish  an  tuiform  rule  oTllata- 
talizatioD,"  and  that  Mr.BLinmoii,  Mr.  DBxm, 
and  Mr.  Carnbs,  be  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  pRBBTON,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  netitirai  of  sundry  inhabitants  Uviag  | 
between  the  fines  eommonly  called  Watkco^s  am 
Henderson^  lines,  made  a  report,  whidi  was  read: 
Whereupon,  I 

Resolved,  That  a  law  shonMpass,  establishing 
Walker's  line  as  the  Southern  boundary  between 
the  State  of  Virginia  and  the  Territory  of  the 
United  States  South  of  the  rivet  Ohio,  reserriog 
to  the  said  inhabitants  their  claims  to  lands  lying 
between  the  said  lines,  aocordtng  to  the  laws  tf 
the  State  under  which  they  claim. 

Ordered,  That  a  hill  or  bills  be  biousht  in  pur- 
suant to  die  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Pus- 
ton,  Mr.  WiHBTOH,  and  Mr.  Pickbhb,  do  pr^aie 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  FiTZBtMONS  from  the  committee  appoinied,  i 
presented  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  nap- 
port  of  Government  for  tiw  year  <me  thousand  se- 
ven  hundred  and  ninety-five;  which  was  reU 
tv/iee  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commitlee  itf 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  cnnmitlee  i 
to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  ' 
of  War,  respeeting  the  fwtifications  of  the  Unm 
States. 

The  first  resolution  of  the  report  was  then  read; 
and,  after  some  further  discussion,  the  CoounitM* 
rose,  and  the  Chairman  reported  progress. 

Mr.  Parkbr  then  moved  that  the  PanainBRT 
should  be  requested  to  cause  the  proper  officer  to 
lay  before  the  Hoose  a  «ipy  of  instractions  to  the 
s^ieriniendeBts  and  eaguuBors  for  the  eBeetion  of 
the  fortifications  to  the  ports  and  hutea  of  thf 
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United  SfiAtes.  A  ctmmittee  iras  aeeordiagly  Bp- 
poipted  to  wait  on  the  Pbmidbkt. 

Ordered^  That  a  oonmittee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  establish  aa 
uniform  system  of  Bankrupt^  throughout  the 
United  States ;  and  that  Mr.  Wiluah  Smith,  Mr. 
Sbdowmjc,  and  Mr.  Vem ablb,  be  the  aaid  com- 
mittee. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  awointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  authorize  the 
PaxaioENT  OP  TOE  Unitsd  States  to  receive  on 
loan  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  millions  of  dollars, 
at  a  rate  of  interest  pot  exceeding  fire  per  cent, 
p»]rable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Unued  States}  and 
that  Mr.  FiTzsiuoNe,  Mr.  Hjifsiuii,  and  Mr. 
CoLBB,  be  the  said  comnuttw, 

A  mesme  from  the  Seaate  informed  the  Hoose 
Aal  the  Senate  have  appointed  a  ewuiuttee  on 
theur  pai^  joiatly,  with  auafa  eommittee  as  may 
be  anKHntad  oo  tiw  part  ftf  this  House,  to  examine 
and  report  what  busmess  is  necessary  to  be  done 
during  the  present  session ;  the  Senate  haTe  also 
pasned  a  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  amend  and  ex- 
plaiQ  the  twenty-secoad  section  of  the  act  'Estab- 
lishing the  Judicial  Cowts  of  the  United  States}" 
to  which  they  desirethe  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  immediat^y  remarked  that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  appoint  three  prophets  to 
coaler  with  the  committee  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Sboowiok  mored  ttut  the  Hoosa  should 
a^ee  to  the  motion  of  the  Sraate. 

Mr.  Dayton  said,  that  it  was  beyond  the  abili- 
ties of  any  commiuee  to  compiy  with  such  a  re- 
quisition. I}e  himself  had  several  matters  to  pro- 
pose, that  he  had  never  yet  mentioned ;  and  he 
coold  not  be  one  of  the  conunittet,  for  he  was  on 
two  commitlees  alreadv.  But,  besides  that,  other 
gCfUUmen  are  daily  bring^  up  new  busm^se, 
which  they  think  of  importance.  He  mentioned, 
as  an  instance,  the  unexpected  motion  just  now 
made  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Mam- 
BON,]  on  the  naturalization  Bill,  which  seemed  to 
meet  the  universal  concurrence  of  the  Houtie.  Six 
weeks  henoe  there  may  be  a  shadow  ot  propriety 
in  such  a  request  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Sedowiok  defended  his  motion  as  a  matter 
of  civility. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  that  such  a  message  had  a 
rery  odd  appearance  »om  the  Senate.  It  was  but 
ten  or  fourteen  days  sinee  thejr  had  formed  a  r|Uo- 
ram,  and  now  th^  are  iaqtiiring  when  are  we  to 
adjourn? 

Mr.  Sbdqwiqk  aiid,  they  hare  not  asked  this 
question. 

Mr.  Smith  c^Ued,  tbiu  this  was  the  intention 
of  the  message.  He  himself  would,  perhaps,  have 
important  business,  two  or  three  iraaks  hence,  to 
briBg  forward  from  his  constitoents,  bat  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  give  an  account  of  it  just 
now.  The  House  had,  two  or  three  days  ago,  told 
the  PaseiOBNT  that  they  were  going  to  consider 
the  subjects  recommended  in  his  Speech,  and  now 
thej  are  eali.^  on  to  conclude  the  business. 

Mr.  Sboowick  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  last-meatiooed  bill  in  the  message  was 
lead  twice,  and  ooomutted. 
3d  Cox.— 33 


Ordered^  ThM  a  conunhtee  be  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  on  the  expediencv  of  making 
further  provision  in  the  laws  of  Uie  United  Stata^ 
relative  to  the  cessira  of  the  jurisdiction  bv  parti- 
cutar  States,  in  lands  where  are  establisnelL  at 
may  by  law  be  directed  to  be  built  and  establish* 
ed,  lignt-houses,  buoys,  and  public  piers. 

And  a  ctHomittee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  CoiT| 
Mr.  Trbdwbll,  and  Hr.  Lsi. 

ToBeoAT,  December  9. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  to  establish  an  uniform 
system  of  Bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 
States ;  which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  HoQse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  die  support  of  Governmeat  for  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-fire  j  anf} 
aftu  some  tiam  spent  thermn,  the  Coaimiticte 
rose  and  reported  the  bUl  without  amendmeBt. 

Ordared^^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  FiTZSiMOHs,  from  the  committee  appoitt^■ 
ed,  presented  a  bill  authorizing  a  loan  of  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars ;  which  was  twice  read  and  cmtt- 
mitted. 

The  House  reserved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Sena^ 
entitled  An  act  to  amend  and  explain  the  twca- 
ty-second  section  of  the  act  '  establishing  the  Jit- 
dicial  Courts  of  the  United  Sutes." 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  with«nt 
amendiaeBt.  rmd  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  rose  and  said,  that  he  had  in  Us 
hand  a  letter  from  Magdebni^h,  in  Qermwy,  ad^ 
dressed  to  die  Congress.  A  aomber  of  ftmdiia 
there  wanted  to  emigntfe  into  dus  oomttry,  b«t 
before  they  ventured  on  that  step,  they  wished  to 
have  answers  to  several  queries,  whicn  they  pro- 
posed. One  of  these  excited  a  general  smile  in 
the  House.  It  was,  whedier  diera  was  in  Ame- 
rica a  quick  demand  for  Physicians  and  Divines? 
Some  other  queries  went  to  ascertain  whether  me- 
iffey  could  be  borrowed,  if  it  should  chance  to  be 
wanted,  for  carrying  on  manufaetories,  such  as 
tan  works.  ■  Mr.  S.  said,  that  having  received  this 
letter,  addressed  to  Congress,  he  had  thou^t  it 
bis  duty  to  read  a  translation  of  it  to  the  House. 

The  Spbakbb  [Mr.  Muhlenbei|F]  informed  the 
House  that  there  was  aa  incorporated  German 
Society  in  Philadetfriua,  who  had  already  sent  to 
Qermaay  a  full  answer  to  every  <fuery  of  thb 
kind,  which  could  be  pat}  and  this  paper  had 
been  publidwd.  But  he  would  take  care  that  the 
letter  should  have  a  uroper  answer.  [The  Spbaub 
himself  is  the  President  of  this  Society.] 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Cmunittee  of 
Uie  Whole  House  oo  the  report  of  die  committee 
on  the  Message  of  the  pRESinsKT  or  thb  X3%\tm 
Statbs,  of  the  thirtieth  of  January  last,  enclosing 
the  copy  til  a  letter  from  the  Glovernor  of  North 
Carcmna,  covering  a  resolution  of  the  Lesislatam 
-of  that  State;  as,  also,  the  petitkms  of  Thomas 
Penon  apd  othen,  pto|^iet(ws  of  lands  ia  the  Ter- 
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ritory  of  the  United  States  South  of  the  river 
Ohio,  and  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Unfversity  of 
North  Carolina ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
is,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

THE  MINT. 

The  Home  then  took  up  the  motion  of  Mr. 
GoiT,  relative  to  the  Mint  The  letter  of  Mr.  Rit- 
tenhouse,  referred  to  yesterday,  was  again  read. 

Mr.  BoDDiNOT  drew  the  attention  o?  the  House 
fbr  some  time,  by  a  series  of  the  most  interestinf 
obserTations.' '  He  went  to  the  Back  of  the  United 
Slates  to  inquire  for  cents.  He  was  told  that 
there  were  none  to  be  had,  because  the  Bank  could 
ikot  cet  them  from  the  Mint.  He  then  went  to 
the  Mint,  where  he  was  inflamed  that  cents  were 
'  not  coined  faster,  because  the  officers  of  the  Mint 
did  not  Itnow  where  to  get  them  vented !  He  said 
that  this  Mint  cost  twenty-four  thousand  dollars 
per  annum,  and  everv  cent  coined  there  cost  the 
public  several  cents,  tAOUgb  he  could  not  exactly 
tell  how  many.  In  New  Jersey  far  more  cents 
had  been  coin^  in  a  few  months  than  had  ever 
been  coined  altosether  at  the  Mint  of  the  United 
States,  and  this  had  been  done  at  one  fortieth  part 
of  the  expense  which  the  Mint  of  the  United 
States  has  cost. 

Several  other  members  adverted  to  the  prodi- 
gious inconvenience  which  is  felt  all  over  the 
Union  for  want  of  copper  coin ;  and  it  appeared 
-to  excite  some  curiosity,  on  what  foundation  the 
>officers  of  the  Mint  said  that  they  could  not  get 
their  cents  vented.  It  was  remarked  by  Mr.  W. 
Bhith  that,  except  as  to  Philadelphia,  the  Mint 
is  of  tittle  or  do  use  whatever.  The  cents  given 
out  never  go  farther  than  the  city. 

A  committee  of  three  members  were  appointed 
to  examine  and  report  on  the  state  of  the  Mint, 
and  what  means  may  be  used  to  render  the  insti- 
tution more  beneficial  to  the  United  States. 


WsmfBSDAV,  December  10. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  fiirthe 
support  u  Qoveroment,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety^ve,  was  read  tike  thfrd 
time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  a  Loan  of  two 
millions  of  dollars  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  petition  of  William  Rotch  and  Sons,  of  Nan- 
tucket, in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  they 
may  be  exonerated  from  the  payment  of  the  du- 
ties imposed  on  foreign  vessels,  to  which  they  will 
be  subjected,  in  the  case  of  the  ships  Maria  and 
Diana,  the  property  of  the  petitioners,  which,  be- 
ing ateent  from  the  United  States,  were  not  re- 
gistered vhtbin  the  time  prescribed  W  law.  Alsa 

A  petition  of  Epaphras  Jones,  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  in  behalf  of  himself,  Stephen  Gor- 
ham,  Shunil  Gorham,  Charles  Selden,  of  the  said 
city,  merehanti,  and  owners  of  the  brimntine  call- 
ed the  Peru,  of  New  York,  praying  that  the  Col- 
lector of  the  port  of  New  York  may  be  author- 
ised to  reeeive  the  oaths  of  the  said  Stephen.Qor- 


ham,  Sbubal  Qorham,  and  Charles  Selden,  totb 
register  of  the  said  brigantine,  they  having  bna 
prevented  from  taking  the  same  within  the  tiiu 
prescribed  by  law,  by  atsence  from  the  Uuiied 
States. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  a 
Mr.  GoonHiiE,Mr.  CoFnM,8ndBfr.GiLiuN;thii 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  repon 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  tk 
House. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  How 
do  cnne  to  the  fbllowing  resi^utitm : 

"  Saohed,  That  {wovisioii  be  made  for  efiding  Ik 
truufer  of  M>  modi  of  the  atodc  standing  to  the  atA 
of  any  State,  ponuant  to  the  report  of  the  Ctrnm- 
Bonen  for  settling  accounts  between  the  United  8liM 
and  individual  States,  to  creditorB  of  such  Stit^  m 
may  be  neeenuy  to  ntiafy  their  reepedne  dcausfc 
with  the  OMiMnt  of  the  said  Btate  and  itm  eaOOnf 
Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  be  committtJ 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-nwiw»- 
Mr.  Ahes,  from  the  committee  appointe^I^ 
seated  a  bill  to  authorize  the  officers  of  the  tn- 
sury  to  audit  and  pass  the  account  of  the  lite  H- 
ward  Blanchard,  deceased ;  which  was  read  twM 
and  committed. 

The  House  proceeded  toeonaderthe  resotatioa 
of  the  Senate,  of  the  eighth  instant,  for  the  ^ 
pointmeot  of  a  joint  committee  of  the  two  Hno- 
ses,  to  examine  and  report  what  busine^  is  ntte- 
sary  to  be  done  during  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Tracy  could  not  speak  from  expcneme" 
to  the  point  of  form.  But  he  knew  that  therew 
no  message  of  this  kind  last  session.  '^'^^^ 
a  committee  of  the  two  Houses  to  know  wbii » 
siness  could  be  delayed,  but  not  what  "^.^"r 
done.   There  seemed  but  one  scntimMlO^ 
House,  as  to  the  message  itself,  bnt  he 
that,  in  point  of  civility,  the  question  m"}"  j~ 
taken  up,  and  decided.   This  could  do  no  MiJ 
and,  by  the  reception  that  the  proposal  wM" 
meet  with,  it  might  most4ikdy  prevent  any 
sages  of  that  sort  in  future.  .  .,  , 

Mr.  Dbxteh  thought  that  it  was  an  """"r, 
amiment  for  taking  up  the  proposition  to  say 
it  would  be  rejected.  This  discussion  woiiW  « 
a  mere  waste  of  time.   He  understood  lU'  j 
resolution  had  been  carried  through  ^l**^  ' 
a  majority  of  one.   He  hoped  that  the  n 
would  not  give  itself  anv  farther  troubles"^ 
such  a  resolution,  carried  by  such  a  '^aj*'""'  ^ 

Mr.  HoLTEN  said  that  the  resolution  ww 
itself  worth  a  moment's  consideration.    .  ^ 
Mr.  Giles  was  for  taking  up  the  questW  ^ 
the  Senate  might  not  be  held  in  stwR"*"" 
should  vole  against  appointing  a  o*"""*!  nui- 

The  House  then  divided  ftr  taking 
deration  the  message  of  the  Seoate-'AT'' 
noes  24.  «  shall*' 

The  main  question  was  then  P°^K  ott 


lae  nuuo  questiou  was  men  F"*-',  (0 
House  appoint  a  committee  to  confer  V^gdi 
from  the  Senate,  and  report  what 
remains  to  be  done  during  the  P^^'^^  ^p^jtutf 
Gentlemen  in  the  affirmative  '°*'_ja|joB  ** 
not  more  than  five  or  six ;  so  the  re^" 
rejected,hy  a  very  laj^  majwity- 
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TIUB8DAT,  December  11. 

The  foUowing  Message  was  reeeired  from  the 
President  op  the  Ukitbd  States  : 

•^fentkmen  of  tie  Sotate,  and 

ef  Ae  JioMt  of  lUpraeittaiivet  .- 

I  traiumit  to  you,  for  cooaidention,  a  repreMntation 
made  to  me  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the 
vnly*^  of  eopstitnting  an  officer  to  be  qfiedally  chnr^ 
vriui  the  boaiuen  of  procuring  certain  public  suppliea.' 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Cxme  Statxb,  December  11,  1794. 

The  said  Message  and  represeotatioD  were  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the 
non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates 
of  the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  when  callec 
mto  filial  service,  and  for  other  purposes,  report- 
ed an  amendatory  bill  j  which  was  twice  read, 
ud  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  mimediately. 

The  House  accordinglf  resolTed  itself  into'the 
said  Committee ;  and,  after  some  time  speot  there- 
1%  die  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee 
had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made 
several  amendments  thereto;  which  were  severally 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
^d  Report  from  theSecretary  of  War.  respecting 
the  difficulties  and  inconveniences  which  had  oc- 
curred in  the  execution  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An 
act  more  effeetoally  to  provide  for  the  national 
defence,  by  establishing  an  uniform  Militia  through- 
out the  United  States,*  in  pursuance  of  a  resdu- 
tion  of  this  House,  of  the  35th  ultimo ;  which  were 
read  ^  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appomted  to  prepare  and  report  a  plan  for  the  bet- 
ter organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  Mili- 
tia of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Preston,  from  the  committee  appointed, 

E resented  a  bill  for  determining  the  Northern 
Dundary  of  the  Territory  ceded  to  the  United 
States  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina  j  which  was 
twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  HiLLHODSE,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
WBs  referred  that  part  of  the  Speech  of  the  Phesi- 
VBHT  OF  THE  UifiTEO  States,  which  relates  to 
the  pt^icy  of  indemnifying  the  sufferers  by  the 
depredations  of  Ae  insuigents  in  the  Western 
coonties  of  PennsylvaniiL  made  a  report;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
BUttee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  tMflS- 
cers  of  the  Treasury  to  aodit  and  pass  theiy  count 
of  the  late  Edward  Blanchaxd,  deceased Tand,  af- 
ter some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported the  bill  without  amendment. 

Ordered.  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and  j 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 


Fbiiut,  December  IS. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  the  non- 
commissioned officers^  musicians,  and  privates,  of 
the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  when  cdled  into 
actual  service,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  ofl&cers  of  the 
Treasury  to  audit  and  pass  the  aecomit  of  the  late 
Edward  Blanchard,  deceased,  was  read  the  thin) 
time  and  passed. 

A  petition  of  Qeorge  Gibbs.  of  Newport,  in  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  merchant,  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  he  may  be 
allowed  the  drawback  of  the  duties  on  a  quantity 
of  wines  exported  to  Calcutta,  in  the  East  Indies, 
in  December,1790,andof  whicb,owingto  unavoid- 
able circumstances,  he  has  not  been  able  to  pro- 
duce the  certificates  required  by  kw  to  cancel  ibe 
bond  given  ou  the  exportation  of  the  same. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 
'  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  Tobias  Ru- 
dolph, representative  of  John  Rudolph,  deceased, 
which  was  made  to  this  House  on  the  23d  day  of 
April  last.  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be  authorized  to  accept  the  vouchers 
produced  in  support  of  the  claim  oi  John  Rudolph, 
deceased,  late  a  Major  in  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee's 
legion  of  the  Continental  Army,  and  to  pay  the 
amouDt  of  the  said  claim  to  Tobias  Rudolph,  as 
the  legal  representative  of  the  deceased. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Cbris- 
TiB,  Mr.  Shersurke,  and  Mr.  Bailey,  do  |ffepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

BALANCES  DUE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Heath  next  read  the  following  rescdtttioa: 

"Itetohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  cause 

to  be  laid  before  the  House  a  atatemrat  of  the  balances 
remaining  unpaid,  if  any,  which  may  have  been  due  by 
individuals  to  the  United  States,  previous  to  the  4th  u' 
March,  1789,  and  whedier  any,  and  what  atepe,  have 
been  taken  to  recover  the  same.  And  abo  a  statement 
at  the  nindiy  euDu  of  public  money,  which  may  have 
been  intrusted  to  individnalfl  previous  to  the  raid  4th 
day  of  March,  1789,  and  have  not  been  accounted  for." 

Mr.  Heath  introduced  this  resolution,  with 
some  remarks  on  the  impropriety  of  making  new 
Loans,  if  anything  could  be  bad  from  the  debts 
due  to  the  United  States. 
It  was  agreed  to  take  up  the  resolution. 
Mr.  Sedgwick  mured  to  refer  it  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. He  observed  that  a  gentleman  who  was 
not  at  present  here,  [Mr.  Jekbhiab  WAnawoRTH,] 
and  who  knew  more  of  the  public  accounts  of  the 
United  States  than  any  gentleman  in  the  House, 
had  always  opposed  motions  of  this  kind.  He  gave 
as  a  reason  tbat  people  could  not  get  their  accounts 
settled  with  the  Treasury  after  waiting  months. 
This  arose  from  the  confusion  and  loss  of  docu- 
ments ;  and  it  would  be  wrong  to  be  hasty  in  pub> 
lishing  them  as  debttNrs. 
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Mr.  PiTzeiMOMa  said,  that  ever  since  the  new 
GoTernment  had  been  established,  ten  or  twelve 
-clerks  had  constantly  been  employed  in  endeavor- 
ing to  settle  these  accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  individuals.  He  was  not  sure  but  these 
debts  bad  cost  more  trouble  to  the  United  States 
than  they  are  worth.  Some  people  are  stated  in 
the  books  of  the  United  States  as  debtors  to  the 
extent  of  miUions,  who  call  themselres  crtditon 
to  the  United  States.  He  moved  another  resolu- 
tion, which  would  answer  all  the  purposes  intend- 
ed br  Mr.  Heath  ;  and  this  was,  that  a  commit- 
tee should  be  appointed  to  inquire  what  progress 
had  been  made  in  the  settlement  of  public  ac- 
eounts,  whether  any  further  measures  were  want- 
ed to  expedite  the  business,  and  to  get  a  state  of 
balances  due. 

Mr.  Heath  withdrew  his  motion,  and  a  com- 
mittee of  five  was  appointed  agreeably  to  the  re- 
aotntion  ]»opo8ed  by  Mr.  FiTzsiMoiia. 

PAY  OF  MILITIA  OFFICERS. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  foUowing  resolu- 
tioii,  laid  on  the  table  yesterday  by  Mr.  Blodnt, 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  regulating  the  pay  of  commissioneid  officers 
of  the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  viz : 

"  Retohtd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring 
in  a  Inll  to  r^ulate  the  pay  and  allowances  to  the  com- 
minioned  officers  of  the  Militia  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  BLonNT  said,  that  the  low  pay  of  the  sol- 
diers in  the  militia  was  not  a  cause  oi  greater  dis- 
MMiteitt,  than  the  high  pay  of  the  commissioned 
offieers. 

Mr.  Bloumt  owved  that  the  House  should  go 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Parker  was  in  favor  of  the  House  going 
into  a  Committee. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMosa  was  for  a  select  committee,  in 
the  iire^t  place,  because  he  thought  it  improper  to 
plunge  into  so  wide  a  subject  at  once,  witnont  any 
rule  or  principle  lo  direct  them. 

-Mr.  CiuAiBOHifB  argued  for  a  select  committee 
in  the  first  placp.  He  said  that  lour  thousand  and 
fifty-seven  doUaFi  per  annum  were  given  to  a  Ma- 
jor Gt  iK'rdl,  wlliich  would  be  sufficient  for  paying 
iweniy-eiglit  or  iwenty-nlne  men.  Ttiis  was  an 
absuraiiy.  and  the  Army  were  sick  of  it.  He 
warned  a  sdeci  committee  first,  that  some  kind  of 
shape  m'\s}v  W  L,'ivb>ii  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  B.  li  ir[(\t.  liud  never  heard  any  complaints 
against  the  pay  of  the  militia  officers  as  being  too 
high.  He  had  beard  complaints  on  many  other 
pavments  made  by  Government — such  as  tbe  six 
dollars  a  day  to  members  of  that  Hoose.  He  would 
think  it  very  improper  to  make  any  distinction 
between  the  payof  officers  in  the  miutia,  and  the 
other  troops.  We  have  been  raising  the  pay  of 
the  privates  in  the  militia  somewhat  above  that  of 
tbe  revolars ;  and  now  it  is  proposed  to  reduce  the 
'  pay  of  the  militia  officers  b«ow  that  of  the  regu- 
lars. He  thought  that  all  this  had  somewhat  of 
an  odd  appearance. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Monday. 


The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  motion  of  the  10th  in- 
stant, making  provision  for  effecting  the  tranafa 
of  so  much  of  the  stock  standing  to  the  credit  of 
any  State,  to  creditors  of  sneh  State,  as  may  he 
necessary  to  satisfy  their  respective  dunands,  and. 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairmui  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  mo- 
tion imder  consideration,  and  made  no  amendment 
thereto. 

The  said  motion  was  again  read,  and,  on  tbe 

?iuestion  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as 
ollows : 

Resolved,  That  provision  be  made  for  effectinf 
the  transfer  of  so  mueh  of  the  .stock  standing  to 
tbe  credit  of  any  State,  pursuant  to  the  report  of 
the  Commissioners  for  settling  aecoonts  betwea 
the  United  States  and  individual  States,  to  credit- 
ors of  such  State,  as  may  be  necesary  to  antia^ 
their  respective  demands,  with  the  consent  of  the 
said  State,  and  its  creditors. 

Odered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pu^ 
suant  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Bemja- 
MiN  BoiTRif E,  Mr.  Swift,  vdA  Mr.  Vak  Gaasbsck, 
do  prepare  and  bri^g  in  tbe  same. 


Monday,  December  15; 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Virginia. 
John  Page  ;  and  from  North  Carolina,  Behjaiuk 
Williams,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in  thf 
House. 

Mr.  Nicholas,  from  the  committee  ai^inted 
to  examine  and  report  what  proceedings  have 
been  had  under  the  act  ^'  For  making  fUrther  and 
more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States,"  and  to  report  whe- 
ther any,  and  what,  amendments  are  necessary-  to 
tbe  several  laws  respecting  the  Military  EstabUsb- 
meut,  and  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the 
United  States,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the -petition  of  William 
Dewees ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chatrmau  reported  that  tbe  Conunittee  had  had 
the  said  report  under  consideration,  and  come  to 
no  resolution  thereupon. 

Betolved,  That  the  petition  (rf*  the  sud  WiUian 
Dewees  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Christie,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  for  the  bmefit 
of  Tobias  Rud(dph,  representatiTe  of  Major  Joha 
Rildolpb,  deceased,  which  was  twice  read,  mad 
committed. 

OF  THE  MILITIA  OFnCERS 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  «f 
the  Whole  Hotiae  <m  the  motion  of  the  ISth  in- 
stant, "that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  aUowMiees  to  the 
commissioned  officers  of  ^e  Bfilitia  of  the  United 
States." 
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Mr.  Sbdowick  never  had  been  in  the  militia, 
and  he  was  very  sure  that  he  never  shouM  be,  but 
this  did  Dot  hinder  him  from  feeling  when  they 
"were  hardly  treated.  It  wotild  depress,  dtsconr- 
age,  and  disgust  militia  c^ers,  to  see  the  regulars 
better  paid  than  themselTes. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  MOHLBiraERO,  (the 
Speaker,)  the  original  resolatioD  was  restricted  to 
these  words : 

"  Baolved,  Ai  die  ojnnion  of  this  Conunittee,  that 
the  pay  of  militiK  o&cen  ought  to  be  reduced." 

Mf.  Blodht,  Mr.  Fiddley,  and  Mr.  Rdtheb- 
roBD,  were  for  the  reduction.  The  latter  ^ntle- 
mab  wUs  arerse  to  the  great  distinction  m  the 
|)ay  of  oflBcera  and  soldiers,  as,  from  its  extreme 
tneavality,  too  much  resembling  Monarchy. 

sir.  Hbath  was  opposed  to  the  motion  on  the 
table.  He  thought  that  it  would  have  an  effect  to 
damp  that  intlitary  ardor  which  the  House  had 
experienced  in  the  recent  example  before  them  in 
their  militia,  who  might  be  called  on  again  to  re- 
sume their  tour  of  duty.  A  comparative  reason- 
ing cannot  be  drawn  with  Justice  and  truth,  from 
the  pay  fixed  by  Congress  m  1775,  for  the  regular 
army.  That  was  a  time,  when  the  citizens  of 
America  embarked  in  the  common  cause  of  their 
country  upon  a  revolutionary  ground  more  than 
from  pecuniary  motives  \  but  now,  when  thecoun- 
try  has  a  pennauent  independent  Government, 
there  ought  to  be  a  better  reason  given  for  reducing 
the  pay  of  the  mUitia  officers,  than  has  been  al- 
readjr  adduced  in  the  debate.  If  this  resolution 
obtams  it  will  have  another  pernicious  effect.  It 
irould  badly  reward  this  great  body  of  our  militia, 
to  be  called  from  their  oomes,  upon  the  spur  of 
an  occasion,  under  manifold  difficulties  and  mcon- 
Teniences;  every  one  must,  at  the  same  time, 
confess  that  the  militia  are  the  great  bulwark  oi 
our  Republic.  This  resolution  might,  in  the  eod, 
tend  to  make  them  inferior  and  subordinate  to  the 
present  small  Military  Establishment  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  Most  of  the  military  go  into  the  army 
profeMumaUy  to  continue.  This  is  not  the  case 
with  the  muitia,  whose  time  of  service  expires 
-with  the  tour. 

After  some  fluther  remarks  &om  diflbrent  gen- 
tlemeD,  the  Committee  disagreed  to  the  resolu- 
tion. The  Chairman  reported  diat  they  had  come 
to  no  resolutiou ;  and  the  question  was  then  taken 
on  the  report  of  the  committee,  to  which  the 
House  agreed. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and  were — yeas 
50,  nays  29,  as  follows : 

Tkas. — Fiaher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John  Beat- 
ty,  Eliu  Boudinot,  Sheanufaub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Boome,  Crabnel  Chiistie,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Co^Sn, 
Joshua  Coit,  Jooatban  Dayton,  Heniy  Dearborn,  Georg« 
Dent,  Samuel  Dexter,  Gabriel  Duviol,  Dwight  Focter, 
Ezekiel  Gilbert,  Nidiolas  GiUnan,  Hemry  Glenn,  Ben- 
jamin Goodhne,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  Tho- 
msi  Hartlqr,  John  Heath,  James  Hinhouie,  WMfam 
Hindman,  Samuel  Holten,  John  Honter,  Jolm  Wilkea 
KHtera,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Fraud*  Malbone,  Peter 
Mnhlenberg,  WHUam  Vang  Mnmy,  Josefdi  Neville, 
Alexander  D.  Orr,  Andrew  Pickens,  Fruieia  Preston, 
Thomas  Scott,  Theodora  Sedgwkk,  JofanS.MmrbunM, 


Jenmidi  Smith,  Zapbaniah  Swii^  Geme  ThatcW. 
Uriah  Tney^  Jooatban  Trumbull,  John  E.  Van  Alk% 
Peter  Van  Gaaabeck,  Palef  Wadnrorth,  John  WaOa, 
and  lUchard  Winn. 

Ni-^B. — Jamea  Annstiongi  Theodonu  Bailey,  Tho> 
mas  Blount,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William  J.  DawsoOt 
William  Fittdley,  James  Gillespie,  Christoj^er  Greenup, 
William  Bany  Grove,  George  Hancock,  Carter  B.  Har- 
rison, Matthew  Locke,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander 
Mebane,  William  Montgomery,  Andrew  Moore,  Antho- 
ny New,  Nathaniel  NUea.  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker, 
Robert  RnOerford,  Israel  Bmifli,  Thorn  m  Tredwell, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Abraham  Venable,  Fnniai 
Walker,  Benjamin  Wffllami,  Adne  Wfaigate,  and  Jo- 
sepb  Winston. 

The  resolution  for  redncing  the  pay  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  militia  was  therefore  rejected. 

CLAIM  OF  8TBPHBN  SAYRB. 

It  was  next  moved,  that  the  House  go  into  a 
Committee  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
on  tbe  petition  of  St^hen  Sayre.  The  Hoaw 
resolved  itself  accordmgty— Mr.  Con  in  th* 
Chair. 

Many  otgeetioBs  were  nnde  to  the  olftuns  of 

this  gentleman. 

Mr.  BouDiMOT  said,  that  lit.  Sayre  assumed 
the  merit  of  the  armed  neutrality  to  himself  wad 
;  this  position  was  unfounded.  The  armed  aeo- 
trality  arose  from  a  misunderstanding;  between 
two  Russian  Ministers,  that  produced  some  in- 
trigues ending  in  this  measure.  He  condemned 
the  silence  of  Mr.  Sayre,  while  Mr.  Ahthr  Lu 
and  Dr.  Fhanklin  were  alive;  as  they  would 
have  been  the  most  effectual  evidences  in  his 
favor. 

Mr.  Parkbr  explained  that,  duriag  a  long  in- 
terval, Mr.  Sayre  was  not  in  this  country,  and 
therefore  bad  not  an  o^rtunity  to  make  tke  use 
proposed  of  their  testimony. 

Mr.  SwiiT  disbeUeved  what  Idr.  Sayre,  ia  om 
part  of  hia  memorial,  all^rad,  viz :  that  he,  by  his 
own  personal  influence,  had  persnaded  the  King 
ot  Pronia  to  set  on  foot  the  armed  neutrality.  As 
he  firmly  believed  that  this  part  of  the  memorial 
was  not  true.  Mr.  S.  thought  himself  entitled  to 
doubt  the  correctness  of  omer  parts  of  it. 

Mr.  HiLLHOusB,  Mr.  Coit,  and  some  other  npem- 
bers,  also  spoke.  It  was  observed  that  the  Comr 
mittee  were,  in  some  material  particulars,  unin- 
formed, and  that  it  would  be  better  for  the  Com- 
mittee to  rise,  and  the  Chairman  to  ask  leare  to 
sit  again.   The  Committee  rose  accordingly. 

Mr.  Maoison,  from  the  committee  appointed^ 
presented  a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  establish  an  imifonn  rule  of  Naturaliswtion 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  jnto  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  estimates  of  Kp- 
propriation  for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thoD- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  again  had  the  said  esti- 
matee  under  conBideiatioa,  and  come  to  a  resolu- 
tion thereupon ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agceoA 
to  by  the  Hoose,  aa  foUows : 

Beaolved,  That  there  be  afpropnaied  for  Oe 
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]»7,  subsistence,  forage,  and  other  exjienseB  at- 
tending the  Militia  in  their  late  expedition  to  the 
WcBtem  cottutieB  Pauuylrania,  a  sum  not  ez- 
ceedinv  —  dolUrs. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  biUsbe  brou^t  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resdution,  and  that  Mr.  Fitzsi- 
■0N8,  Mr.  SHEARjAseuB  BoDBNE,  and  Mr.  Grif- 
fin, do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  if  any,  or  what,  alterations  ought  to  be 
made  to  the  act,  passed  the  7th  day  of  June,  1794, 
entitled  "  An  act  concemiog  ioTalids." 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  Boodi- 
NOT,  Mr.  Greendp,  and  Mr.  Gillespie. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  how  far  the  Post  Office  Law  has  been  car- 
ried into  execution,  and  to  report  thereon ;  and 
that  Bir.  Baldwin,  Mr.  GhtovE,  and  Mr.  Winn,  be 
the  said  committee. 

Hr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  and  report  a  plan  for  the  re- 
osmptioQorthe  Public  Debt,  made  a  repoR;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
nuttee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

Tdesday,  December  16. 

A  petition  of  sundry  soldiers  of  the  late  Army 
of  the  United  States,  whose  names  are  thereunto 
snbseribed,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praving  that  the  locations  which  they  have  made 
of  the  respective  proportions  of  lands  due  for  their 
military  services  during  the  late  war,  in  the  se- 
cond ran^  of  townships,  on  the  river  Ohio,  to- 
gether with  the  improvements  thereon,  may  be 
confirmed  to  thetn,  and  grants  issued  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Hartlet,  Mr.  Page,  and  Mr.  Winston  ;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  uid  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
Hoose. 

A  petition  of  Isaac  Taylor  and  John  Harvey,  of 
Ae  town  of  Newbem,  in  the  State  of  North  Ca- 
rolina, merchants,  was  jnesented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  a  remission  of  the  duties  accruing 
on  a  quantity  of  rum,  sugar,  and  coffee,  the  pro- 
perty of  the  petitioners,  which  were  consumed  by 
fire,  tf^ther  with  the  storehouses  in  which  they 
were  deposited,  in  the  mtmths  of  October  and  No- 
vember last. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Williams,  and  Mr.  Orr  ;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
FaBaiDBHT  OP  the  United  States: 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

0/  toe  Houae  of  Kepretentaiivet 

I  ttwnsmit  to  Congress  the  copy  of  a  Letter  from  the 
Sseratuy  of  State,  with  his  account,  m  sdjotted  with 
the  Ttmnrr  Department,  of  the  ezpenditnre  of  moneys 
qipfopriated  for  our  interooorse  with  fineign  nations,  op 
to  the  Ont  of  July,  one  thousand  aeroi  hundred  and 
nfaMtj-fonr. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
thmn  SvATBS,  December  16, 17U. 


The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Heeolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  a  report  to  be  Laid 
before  this  House  of  the  measures  that  have  been 
adopted,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  the  tweDty-sereotli 
of  March  last,  for  building  ships ;  of  the  progress 
hitherto  made ;  the  conrpeDsation  atlowea  to  per- 
sons employed  in  the  dinerent  branches  of  the  ba- 
siness ;  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  exfem 
for  completing  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gilhan  and  Mr.  Pbestok 
be  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  od  the  PrbsI' 
dent  with  the  foregoing  resolotkm. 

Mt.  FiTKSiMONs,  from  the  committee  appoiiU- 
ed,  presented  a  bill  making  appropriations  tor  ik 
expense  of  the  Militia  latdy  called  into  the  m- 
vice  of  the  United  States ;  which  was  twice  ml 
and  committed. 

MAJOR  RUDOLPH'S  CLAIM. 
Mr.  Cbbistib  moved  that  die  House  should  p 
into  a  Committee,  on  the  report  from  the  select 
committee,  for  the  relief  Tobias  Rudolph,  repr^ 
sentative  of  the  late  Major  John  Rudol[^  de- 
ceased. The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee accordingly,  Mr.  Core  in  the  Chair. 

The  bill  being  read  by  the  Clerk,  Mr.  Madison 
proposed,  as  an  amendment,  to  strike  out  the  name 
of  Tobias  Rudolph,  and  leave  it  standing  merdf 
the  representative  of  Major  John  Rudolph,  be 
cause  the  House  did  not  know  whether  tfiis  To- 
bias was  the  legal  representative  or  not  This 
might  hereafter  become  a  legal  question.  The 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Tract  and  Mr.  Swift  objected  stioiidTio 
this  bill,  as  breaking  through  an  estaUishedral^ 
Mr.  Tracy  observed,  that  if  the  reiwesenUtite  « 
Major  Rudolph  could  not  bring  aathentie  en- 
dence  of  his  demand,  that  was  no  reastm  why  be 
should  obtain  it  without  evidence.  He  w  u 
that  case  an  unfortunate  pers<m,  but  so  were  ten 
thousand  others  besides  him. 

Mr.  Ddvall  vindicated  the  justice  of  ttsj*" 
mand.  Major  General  Lee,  and  two  other  offi- 
cers, attested  that  thev  bad  seen  Major  Rudolph 
pay  the  money  out  of  nis  own  pocket 

Mr.  FiTZsiMONsrecoromended  thatthereshouM 
be  an  alteration  in  wording  the  bill,  and  fiv  ^ 
purpose  to  recommit  it 

Mr.  Cabnes  could  not  see  the  propriety  ««* 
tering  the  bilL  He  thoufht  that  as  much  a  ^ 
might  be  changed,  if  an  uteration  was  at  all  ne 
cessary,  without  rising.  The  original  ioentatn^ 
had  been  carried  off  by  the  enemy ;  no  betteren- 
dence  could  be  got  than  what  had  now  been  (wr- 
ed.   Mr.  C.  was  for  the  bill  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  Sedowick  was  against  the  bill,  and  w- 
Nicholas  defended  it.  . 

Mr,  Tbacy  inquired  what  right  this  person  M« 
to  claim  the  debts  due  to  a  gentleman  deceased » 
Was  he  administrator  or  executor?  ''■^''^'''^ 
more  r^ht  than  Mr.  Tracy,  or  any  body 
seek  this  money  ?  ,  > 

Mr.  Christie  replied,  that  Mr.  Tobias  RudJP 
was  brother  to  the  deceased,  and  legally  anlhOf 
ized  to  claim  debts  doe  him. 
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Mr.  Vine  Mdbbat  was  in  favor  of  the  bill,  with 
a  modificatiwi. 

Mr.  MoNTGOMEKT  WBS  entirely  agunst  the  de- 
mand. 

.  Mr.  Sbdqwice  thought  that  the  people  of  this 
country  never  could  oe  safe  against  claims,  if 
those  of  the  present  kind  were  admitted.  It  might 
be  hard  on  this  representative  of  Major  Rudolph, 
bat  it  would  be  narder  on  the  public  at  large,  if 
this  bill  were  to  paw.  A  door  will  thus  be  opened 
to  advance  fmnoi  on  the  Treasury  fester  than 
any  Legislature  can  rote  money  to  supply  thero. 
Jm  it  proper  to  pay  moam  on  the  evidence  of  a 
eertiwate  from  certain  military  officers,  that  four- 
teen years  ago  money  was  advuiced  by  Major 
Rudolph  ?  How  could  these  gentlemen  know  that 
the  Major  had  not  previously  been  furnished  with 
it  1  It  was  improper  to  urge  the  characters  of  the 
gentlemen  here  introduced  as  witnesses.  They 
were  no  doubt  highly  respectable,  but  this  instance 
might  serve  as  a  precMent  for  different  charac- 
ters. We  must  not  yield  to  individual  feelings, 
but  adhere  to  general  priuciples. 

Mr.  Chbibtis  had  seen  claims  admitted  which 
had  not  half  the  ev^ence  that  there  is  in  this  case. 
Tiiere  could  be  no  better  evidence  than  was  here 
prodnoed.  It  had  been  alleged  that  there  never  was 
aay  case  like  this  fonoerlyoefore  the  House.  The 
assertion  was  not  trqe.  It  was  not  a  fact  that  the 
case  was  nnprecedaited.  He  defied  the  member 
who  wpfike  last,  [Mr.  Sboowick,]  with  all  his  in- 
gennity,  to  devise  better  evidence  than  that  which 
had  been  here  brought.  He  said  there  had  been 
more  time  spent  upon  this  question  than  the  worth 
of  die  whole  sum.  He  did  not  wish  to  detain  the 
Committee.  To  put  an  end  to  the  dispute,  he 
should  move  at  once  for  the  Committee  to  rise 
and  the  Chairman  to  report  progress.  This  was 
agreed  to  and  done  accordingly ;  but  when  leave 
was  asked  to  sit  again,  the  House  refused,  and  the 
case  was  at  last  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

CLAIM  OF  STEPHEN  8AYRE. 

It  was  then  moved  that  the  Cunmiittee  of  the 
Whole  House  be  discharged  from  further  consi- 
deration of  the  Report  of  tne  Secretary  of  State, 
on  the  manorial  of  Stephen  Sayre.  The  resolu- 
tim  passed  in  the  affirmative.  It  was  next  moved 
to  ruer  it  to  the  Comouttee  of  Claims,  which  was 
negatived— yeas  34,  nays  46. 

It  was  then  moved  and  agreed  to  read  the  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  claim  of  Mr. 
Sayre,  which  was  done  accordingly- 

Mr.  BoDoiNOT  observed,  that  ne  was  called 
upon  to  give  his  assent  to  a  report  of  the  special 
committee,  for  paying  out  of  the  Treasury  a  larse 
sum  of  money,  whien  he  could  not  conttstently 
do  without  examining  into  the  facts,  as  they  ap- 
peared from  the  vouchers  on  the  table.  Mr. 
Sayre*s  account  amounted  to  upwards  of  X4,000 
sterlii^; — a  sum  which  would  certainly  justify  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  nature  and  cir- 
enmstances  of  the  demand.  It  is  founded  on  an 
upoiutment  (by  our  Commissioners  in  Europe) 
^  Air.  Sayre  in  1777,  as  Secretary  to  Mr.  Arthur 


Lee,  then  a  Commissioner  to  the  Court  of  Berlin. 
Mr.  Sayre  states  that  Mr.  Lee  staid  at  Berlin 
about'  five  weeks,  but  that  he  himself  remained 
five  months.  That  in  1778,  he  went  to  other 
Courts  in  Europe  at  the  request  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, <&c.,  for  which  he  charges  a  salary  at  the 
rate  of  £1,000  sterling  par  annum.  In  May^l777^ 
he  received  2,000  livm  from  Mr.  Lee,  which  he 
credits  in  his  accouuL  It  does  not  appear  that  any 
apjplication  was  made  for  this  balance  to  the  Com- 
missioners in  Europe ;  but  in  April,  1785,  the  Se- 
cretary of  Foreign  Afiairs  reports  to  Congress  on 
a  petition  presented  by  Mr.  Sayre,  claiming  the 
baunce  of  his  account  j  and  after  statii^  the  alle- 

Stions  of  Mr.  Sayre,  declares  his  opinion  that 
r.  S.  is  entitled  to  a  reasonable  compensation 
for  bis  services,  but  that  a  copy  of  the  report 
should  be  sent  to  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Lee,  and 
that  they  should  be  requested  to  inform  Congress 
in  what  manner  and  capaciry,  and  on  what  terms, 
Mr.  S.  had  been  emi^oyed.  Mr.  Lee  was  a  Dele- 
gate  in  Congress,  as  appears  from  the  Journals, 
from  January,  1783,  till  April,  178^  when  he  was 
appointed  a  Commisumer  for  Indian  A&ii^  tQ 
bold  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix;  diis  Treaty  is 
dated  October,  1784.  In  August,  1785,  Mr.  Lee 
was  chosen  one  of  the  Board  of  Treasury,  (whose 
duty  it  became  to  report  on  all  demanos  uainst 
the  United  States)  and  continued  in  that  office  till 
1789.  Dr.  FaAMKUH  arrived  in  America  some- 
time about  the  year  1785  or  1786.  In  1783,  Mr. 
Sayre  arrived  in  Philadelphia,  and  it  was  not  till 
1785  that  he  petitioned  Congress,  though  Mr.  Lee 
was  a  great  part  of  that  time  one  of  that  body.  It 
does  not  appear  that  any  application  was  made 
either  to  Mr.  Franklin  or  Mr.  Lee,  under  the 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Afiairs.  but  in 
December,  1786.  application  was  made  by  Mr. 
Sayre  to  Silas  Deane,  in  England,  who  gave  him 
a  certificate  of  his  appointment,  a  man  whose  enr 
mity  to  the  United  States  had  placed  faim  in  a 
state  of  banislunent  from  this  country.  Axaoof 
other  services  also  stated  by  Mr.  Sayre,  is  his 
agency  in  bringing  about  tlie  armed  neutrality 
during  the  late  war. 

Mr.  B.  then  reminded  the  Committee  of  the 
danger  there  was  in  detcmining  on  the  state  of 
facts  of  such  long  standing.  That  as  to  the  armed 
neutrality,  Mr.  B.  appealed  to  the  historical  know- 
ledge of  most  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee, 
if  this  fact  was  possible?  This  extraordinary  mea- 
sure, it  was  well  known,  took  its  rise  from  the 
state  of  parties  in  the  Court  of  Russia.  One  of 
the  Secretaries  of  State,  with  the  British  Minisp 
ter  on  one  side,  and  the  other  Secretary  on  the 
other ;  and  so  secret  was  this  transaction,  that  the 
first  news  the  British  Minister  received  of  its  ex- 
istence, was  from  the  announcing  of  it  to  his  own 
Court.  The  next  fact  in  which  Mr.  Sajrre  is  mia- 
taken,  is  the  salarjr  of  the  Secretary  to  a  Commis- 
sioner. By  the  resolution  of  the  former  Con^^ress, 
upon  the  Journals  of  1780,  (in  his  hands,)  this  sar 
lary  is  declared  to  be  but  £300  sterling  per  an- 
num. Yesterday  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  8un[e3ted 
fnmi  his  memory  a  slight  remembrance  oTsome 
charge  of  Mr.  Lee  in  the  settlement      his  ae- 
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counts  for  the  salwy  of  his  Seoretarr;  and  lest 
any  one  mwht  be  injured  by  his  memory  niling 
him,  he  'had  sent  to  tbe  offiee  for  the  copy  of  Mr. 
Le^  aeeount,  which  he  had  before  btm,  and  stood 
dms:  Compensation  for  services  as  CommissioQer, 
ftom  1T76  to  1T78,  at  £500  sterling  per  annnm, 
;61,638  17s.  9d.  sterling.*  Secretary's  salary  from 
Mth  March,  1778,  to  35tfa  March.  1780,  at  £300 
sterling  per  anninxf,  is  £600.  By  this  account  the 
sakry  or  £300  is  confirmed ;  and  that  he  who  was 
the  principal  had  but  £600,  from  whence  the  im- 
propriety of  his  Secretary  having  £1,000  must 
roily  appear.  It  also  appears,  thatlie  chained  his 
Secretary'ssalary  from Marchjl778,  which  leads  to 
the  presumption  that  before  this  it  had  been  settled. 
This  presumption  is  strengthened  by  its  appear- 
ing that  Mr.  S.  had  received  2,000  livres,  which 
is  about  full  pay  for  the  three  months  and  a  half, 
at  £300  per  annum;  and  by  the  Committee's  Re- 
port, it  IB  not  preteifded  that  Mr.  8.  was  more 
tbim  ibar  months  on  this  mission.  Mr.  B.  ac- 
knowledged that  both  the  present  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  select  committee  report  the  salary 
ts  havingbeen  at  the  rate  of  £1,000  sterling  per 
annum,  out  they  have  been  led  to  this  mistake 
by  taking  up  the  salaries  of  the  Secretary  to  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of  France. 
But  it  is  extraordinary  that  the  difference  did  not 
strike  them.  At  the  Court  of  France  the  Minis- 
ter was  acknowledged,  and  lived  in  the  manner  of 
other  MiniAers  representing  the  sovereignty  of 
the^  Nation,  in  which  expenses  their  Secretary 
was  in  some  measure  involved;  and  accordingly 
the  Minister  was  allowed  £3,500  sterling  per  an- 
num, and  the  Secretary  £1,000.  But  in  the  pre- 
sent case  die  CommissioaieT,  Ume  incwnita,  was 
not  aeknowledged,  and  receired  himselfbut  £500, 
and  his  Seeretary  £300. 

From  this  view  of  the  matter,  Mr.  B.  conceived 
the  application  btood  precisely  in  the  same  tertns 
it  did  when  Mr.  Jay  reported  on  it  to  Congress  in 
1785',  that  is,  as  unsupported  by  sufficient  proof. 
Thecertificate  from  Mr.  Deane,addingno  weight  in 
tiie  scale  of  evidence^  and  even  if  valid,  goes  no  fur- 
ther than  to  the  appomtment,  which  no  one  doubts ; 
hut  is  silent  as  to  the  terms  or  what  comnensation 
had  been  made.  For  these  reasons  Mr.  B.  said  he 
mnst  give  his  negative  to  the  resolution  before  the 
Committee,  if  supported  only  by  the  facts  on  the 
table. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  re- 
port    the  Committee.  Whereupon, 

The  first  resoluticm  reported  by  the  Committee, 
In  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

**  Resolved,  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Trea- 
nuy  be  directed  to  audit  and  settle  the  account  Ste- 
phni  Sayte,  as  Seeretaiy  to  the  Legation  of  the  Ame- 
rican Comniiyaion  at  Berlin ;  and  tftat  they  allow  him 
•Bven  month*'  pi^,  at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  poundi 
■teriing  per  annom,  with  interest  thereon  till  paid 

was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to 
by  the  House. 

The  second  resolution  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee, in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

-  Setoked,  That  •Stephen  8a jn,  late  Seeretary  U  Ai^ 


thnr  Lee,  one  of  the  ConaunaaneM  from  tiu>  Umlad 
States  at  B^in,  be  allowed  the  sum  of  ■ 
for  extra  servigea  nndeied  Oe  Coiled  Stataa 


quent  to  the  depaztme  of  AiAnr  het  firan  the  Coortaf 

Berlin :" 

was.  on  the  question  put  thorenpou,  disagreed  to 
by  the  House. 

PEimSTLVANIA  mSURGBNTS. 

It  was  then  moved  and  secmded  that  the  Howe 
should  go  into  a  Committee,  on  the  report  of  the 
select  committee,  on  that  part  c£  the  Pbhiuit^b 
Speech  which  reeonmienaedcompensation'to  the 
sttffisrers  by  the  iusuqcents  in  the  Western  cotm- 
ties.  The  House  accordingly  went  into  a  Com- 
mittee, Mr.  Cobb  in  the  Chan,  uid  the  report  wai 
read. 

In  the  clause  for  making  compensation  to  offi- 
cers of  Gtovemment,  and  other  citizens,  Mr.  N>- 
CBOLAS  was  for  strikiDg  out  the  three  last  wocdm. 
and  restricting  indemnification  to  the  officers  ot 
Government,  as  the  additional  words  would  make 
room  for  a  set  of  claims  which  never  could  be  sa- 
tisfied or  put  to  an  end.  It  is  now  aBcertaiaed 
that  the  majority  of  the  pe<^te  of  the  four  West- 
ern counties  have  always  been  in  favor  of  Gorem- 
ment ;  but,  since  it  is  so,  they  ought  to  have  svp 
pressed  the  insurrection,  and  saved  the  expoue  w£ 
sending  an  army  into  that  country.  Bat  as  they 
did  not  do  so,  Mr.  N.  did  not  ^  what  claim  they 
had  for  compensation  any  more  than  the  wtSenu 
in  the  war  with  Britnin. 

Mr.  FiMOLBY  dunight  that  sound  policy  required 
an  indemnifieatim  to  ^e  sufferers. 

Mr.  HiLLBOUBB  was  in  fevor  of  the  report  «f 
the  Committee  as  it  stood.  The  whole  afGair  was 
but  a  trifte.  He  imderstood  that  the  dauMgea 
done  by  the  rioters .  did  not  altogether  exceed 
twenty  thousand  dollars ;  and  that  tfaree-feartha 
of  this  sum  was  for  losses  sustained  by  officers  of 
the  revenue.  The  rest  of  the  acooont  was  for  pe^ 
sons  who  had  fought  in  defence  of  the  officers,  or 
who  had  lodged  and  protected  them.  He  observed 
that  the  whole  of  the  select  committee  w«re 
one  mind  upon  the  subject,  and  agreed  in  eoosi- 
dering  the  ouier  citizens  as  equally  entitled  to  in- 
demnification with  the  oi&oen  themselves. 

Mr.  NtcHOLAB  was  still  aninrt  the  resolotioM 
as  originally  worded.  He  did  not  see  aay  woof 
of  extraordinary  attachment  on  the  part  or  the 
claimants,  nor  any  peculiar  call  on  the  jostiee  of 
ffie  House  in  this  puticnlar  case. 

Mr,  W.  Smith  said,  that  one  man  had  his  wbofc 
property  burned  for  having,  at  the  hazard  of  Us 
life,  assisted  in  attempting  to  defend  the  house  of 
the  Inspector  General.  A  second  received  the 
same  treatment  for  having  lodged  an  excise  oA- 
cer;  and  a  third,  because  he  had  antecedeady 
been  one  himseli,  though  he  had  quitted  his  eah 
ployment  before  the  riots  began.  Mr.  S.  ur^ 
that  these  were  certainly  peculiar  and  pressog 
cases,  and  that  it  would  be  highly  imptnitio  aat 
to  protect  sneh  people. 

Mr.  ChLnsHT  aimed  that  then  would  be  no  db> 
orimiitttion,  but  that  all  the  snffarars  wooU  k 
alike  rdiabtuMd. 
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Mr.  BommfOT  proposecl  a  Uad  (rf*  oompromne 
between  the  ori^nat  resolation  and  the  amend- 
meat  br  Mr.  Nicholas.  He  proposed  that  the 
clanM  shoald  read  thus:  "officers  of  the  Krenae, 
and  other  citizens  aidiog  and  assisting  theiA."  He 
was  williag  t  j  iQd«mnif)r  persons  who  had  ac- 
tmlly  sofiered  in  defence  of  Oorernment,  bnt  not 
other  persons  who  might  accidentally  hare  been 
injurea  hf  the  rioters. 

Mr.  Dattoh  was  of  opinioB  that  some  restric- 
don  oi  this  sort  was  necessary.  Citizens  were  in 
d»ty  botuid  to  support  Gtoreniiaeot,  but  the  iMter 
was  not  in  all  cases  bomid  to  indemnify  dieir 
loeaes.  Let  any  person  go  Uirough  any  part  of 
the  country  wherever  British  soldiers  had  marched, 
and  he  would  find  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands 
of  people  whose  property  had  been  dtterly  destroyed 
by  the  wanton  baroanty  of  these  troops.  Go  to 
another  part  of  the  country  and  you  will  find  peo- 
ple who  suffered  very  considerably  by  the  Ame- 
rican soldiers,  when  Goremment  did  not  give 
them  an  ounce  of  bread  for  pounds  that  toey 
should  have  had.  It  was  not  possible  to  make  sa- 
tisfaction to  all  these  people. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  said  it  was  extremely  disagree- 
able to  attempt  detaining  the  Committee  with  this 
sabjeet,  to  which  they  cnscovered  such  general  in- 
attention, that  he  did  not  Imow  if  it  had  evo:  been 
equalled  in  any  popular  assemUy  before.  He 
again  adverted  to  an  aivnment  which  he  had  used 
oa  a  former  da^,  viz:  that  when  a  private  person, 
at  the  risk  of  his  property  and  his  life,  comes  for- 
ward to  sapport  the  execution  of  the  laws,  his  ser- 
vice was  much  more  meritorious,  and  demon- 
strated a  much  greater  degree  of  patriotism  than 
that  of  a  revenue  officer  who  was  paid  for  his 
sfaare  of  the  business.  He  inferred  that  the  suf- 
ferers by  the  Western  rioters  should  all  be  equally 
indemnified. 

Mr.HiLLBOtJSE  repeated  some  of  his  former  rea- 
sons-for  wishing  to  discharge  the  whole  claims.  He 
was  therefore  against  the  qualified  amendment  of 

Mr.  BODDINOT. 

Mr.  Swift  was  asainst  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
BouifiNOT,  because  ne  was  against  giving  at  pre- 
sent any  thing  at  all.  He  wonld  suffer  the  per- 
sons who  have  sustained  injury  from  these  rioters 
and  trespassers  to  prosecute  tfaem  at  law.  If  they 
eaimot  get  any  retribution  in  that  way,  then,  and 
not  sooner,  you  may  begin  to  consider  upon  the 
propriety  of  giving  any  compensation ;  but  till  the 
parties  aggrieved  nave  done  their  utmost  in  that 
way,  he  wquld  have  no  steps  whatever  taken  of 
the  nature  proposed.  It  had  been  alleged  that  the 
House  mignt  advance  money  in  the  meantime  to 
the  suffeters^  and  leave  them  to  their  actions 
against  the  rioters.  But  if  you  pay  a  man  for  his 
damages,  what  security  is  there  that  he  will  fol- 
low up  his  suit;  or,  is  it  not  evident  that  such  pre- 
vious compensation  will  greatly  damp  his  ardorl 
Mr.  S.  said,  that  if  preTious  notice  were  given  of 
Government  being  r»dy  to  pay  the  damages,  in 
case  they  eonld  not  be  recovered  before  a  court  of 
lair  Aen  certainly  never  would  be  found  a  jury 
to  Dring  a  verdict  against  a  pivate  person.  For 
dtis  reason  Mr.  S.  was  entirely  against  the  resoln- 


[H.  09R* 


tvm  at  this  time.  What  be  ini|^t  do  hereaAer, 
he  would  not  say*  There  was  tmly  ana  ease 
wherein  he  conld  be  induced  to  advance 
If  any  of  these  persons  coald  prove  that  they 
had  been  reduced  by  tt^  rioters  to  suob  poverty 
that  they  were  unable  to  prosecnte  their  claims  in 
a  eoart  ot  lew,  it  might  then  perhaps  be  expedient 
to  advance  for  them  the  expenses  of  the  rait.  But 
the  interposition  of  the  House  at  this  period  would 
affect  the  claims  very  greatly,  and  thus  confer  on 
the  rioters  themselves  a  &vor  which  Mr.  S.  was 
very  unwilling  to  bestow,  as  he  would  wish  tbem 
prosecuted  tor  the  utmost.  Before  the  meethtg  ot 
next  Congress,  it  might  be  asoertained  wlwt  could 
be  made  of  these  prosecutions,  and  then,  and  noC 
till  then,  Mr.  S.  would  thmk  it  proper  to  enter  on 
the  discussion  suggested  by  the  report  <if  the  se- 
lect committee. 

Mr.  DnxTEa  drew  a  distinction  between  persons 
saffering  by  an  open  enemy,  whose  approaehet 
they  could  not  avoid,  and  those  who  snffer  vohia- 
tarily.  The  claim  lor  compensation  was  com- 
plete. Bad  we  should  do  the  parties  injustice  if  ■ 
they  did  not  receive  full  satisfaction. 

Mr.  BouoiNOT  withdrew  his  amendment,  under 
the  idea  that  the  particular  cases  would  hereafter 
come  before  the  Hoose.  The  questioa  therelbra 
reverted  to  iu  former  ^pe,  shall  the  words  and 
other  eittzens"  be  atrnek  one 

Mr.  Datton,  in  opporitiim  to  Mr.  Dbxtbr,  e<»»* 
sidered  the  Government  of  the  Un-ted  States  as 
more  jnsfly  boond  to  make  reparation  to  the  p«o^ 
[>le  who  suffered  by  the  robberies  and  coaiagfap 
tioBs  perpetrated  by  Briti^  soldiers  than  to  com- 
pensate the  sufferers  in  the  lour  Western  eoaiH 
ties;  for  those  whose  houses  were  burned,  and 
whose  property  was  destroyed  by  the  British,  had 
no  quarter  to  which  they  could  look  for  relief  ex> 
cent  to  their  own  Cfovemment.  The  people  to  the 
Westward,  on  the  contrary,  had  it  in  their  pow«r 
to  prosecute  the  rioters,  who  were  wall  able  ta 
pay  them.  Mr.  Dexter  had  said  that  the  loeses 
of  the  persons  mined  by  the  Britiah  were  njpon 
record.  Perhaps,  said  Mr.  Datton,  they  will  al- 
ways be  on  raeord ;  but  nobody  sawoses  that  we 
shall  ever  indemnify  tfa«e  losses.  He  thought  it 
pradent  for  the  pesent  to  resiriot  relief  n>  the  a&~ 
cers  of  Government  alone. 

The  question  was  about  to  be  put,  on  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Nicholas  to  the  first  reso- 
lution in  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  when 
Mr.  SooTT  rose.  He  said,  that  if  there  had  been 
a  proposal  devised  to  weaken  the  bands  of  Go- 
vernment in  the  four  Western  counties,  there  was 
no  one  thing  which  could  have  effwrted  Uiat  point 
so  oompletely  as  the  striking  out  of  these  thsee 
words,  ''and  other  citizens."  If  gentlemen  would 
only  reflect  for  a  moment,  he  would  ask  them  how 
they  thought  it  possible  that  any  civil  officer,  after 
the  adt^Kwn  m  sach  an  amendment,  wonld  ever 
be  able  to  rabe  a  posse  in  that  part  the  cfon- 
9  Who  would  hereafter  venture  to  defend  the 

e  of  an  excise  officer,  when  the  world  has  been 
told,  that  individuals  do  it  at  their  own  hazard, 
and  cannot  look  to  Gtovemment  for  any  compen- 
sation? Who  wOlhemfter  admit  an  excise  offi- 
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eer  into  his  house,  if  that  house  majr,  with  im- 
ponity,  be  burned  about  his  ears?  As  soon  as  this 
amendment  has  gone  abroad,  everybody,  instead 
of  assisting  the  omoers  of  the  revenue,  will  strive 
to  keep  out  of  their  way^  and  have  nothing  to  do 
with  Uiem.  If  there  never  had  been  anything 
said  about  making  a  eompensation  to  other  citi- 
zou,  perhaps  there  might  have  been  little  hann, 
or  at  least  there  would  bare  been  much  less  harm 
by  forbearing  to  give  them  relief.  Bui  when  the 
subject  has  been  fairly  brought  forward  by  the 
'Pbbsident  in  his  Speech,  and  when  it  had  been 
debated  at  full  length  id  this  House,  when  so  much 
notice  had  been  attracted,  and  so  many  hopes  have 
been  thrown  out,  to  give,  in  the  face  of  ail  this,  a 
direct  negative,  womd  he  the  most  impcditie  step 
that  could  possibly  be  thought  of. 

The  Committee  then  agreed  to  reject  the  amend- 
ment, and  divided  on  the  first  resolution  as  it  origi- 
nally stood  in  the  report  of  the  select  committee — 
yeas  46,  nays  37. 

The  secMkd  resolution  was  then  put  for  enabling 
the  pRBBiDBNT  to  draw  the  sum  of  »  dollars 
for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers — yeas  41,  nays  37. 

Mi.  Smith  then  said,  that  seventeen  thousand 
dollars  had  been  mentioned  in  the  Committee  as 
sufficient  to  pay.  the  whole  damages.  He  proposed 
to  fill  up  the  blank  with  eight  or  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars, on  account,  till  they  should  see  irikat  was  to 
be  the  final  amount  of  the  claims. 

Mr.  HiLLHODSEandMr.  Kittbba  both  objected 
to  this  proposal.  The  Comminee  rose.  The  Chair- 
man reported  that  the  Committee  had  agreed  to 
the  report  of  the  select  committee  without  any 
amendment.  The  House  were  about  to  take  up 
the  report,  when  Mr.  Sbdqwioe  said,  that  he  was 
nally  ctmeemed  at  thinking  Uiat  there  coiUd  have 
been  any  division  at  all  alwat  such  a  thing.  He 
still  hoped  that  a  measure  might  he  adopted  which 
would  produce  unanimity  on  the  subject,  and 
would  nave  a  much  better  effect  than  such  a  di- 
vision. 

The  bill  appropriating  one  million  one  hundred 
and  twenty-two  thousand  five  hundred  and  siztr- 
nine  dollars  and  one  cent  for  tbe  expenses  of  the 
militia  in  the  Western  expedition,  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-monow. 


Wbdhbsdat,  December  17. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbssiumt  of  thb  UniTEn  States  : 
Omtiemm  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Boute  of  R^preaentaHvea  .* 

1  lay  before  Congress  co|ne>  of  the  Joomal  of  the 
pvocMdings  of  the  ExecntiTe  Department  of  the  Cto- 
vmunentof  Oe  Unilad  Stales  Southed  the  river  Ohio.^ 
to  the  flist  of  September,  1794. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

Ubitid  SriTBs,  Iketmber  17, 17M. 

^e  said  Message  and  papers  were  read  and  or- 
dered to  lie  im  the  table. 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  certain 


despatches  from  Major  Qeneral  Wayn&  dated  the 
seventeenth  of  October  and  twelfth  ot  Novcmlx^ 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-fov; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  t^ 
Mr.  Corr  from  the  cmnmittee  appointed  lo  eti- 
sider  and  report  on  the  expediency  of  makiDg  uf 
further  alterations  in  the  laws  of  the  United  SttM 
relative  to  the  cession  of  the  jurisdiction,  by  va- 
ticular  States,  in  lands  where  are  e8teUisiieii,B 
may,  by  law,  be  directed  to  be  built  aod  ow- 
lished,  light-houses,  buoys,  and  public  pien,  mk 
a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lied 
the  table. 

TATLOR  AND  HARTET^  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Pabker  moved  that  the  House  should  p 
into  a  Committee  on  the  petition  and  ^^'^^ 
the  select  committee  in  the  case  of  Isa«c  Ttyla 
and  John  Harvey.  This  was  done  aeeocdinglf, 
Mr.  Cobb  in  the  Chair. 

The  substance  of  the  petition  was  to  remil  (k 
duties  on  certain  goods,  which  had  been  destrortJ 
by  fire. 

Mr.  QooDHUE  objected  to  the  princi|^e  on  whii^ 
the  application  went.  There  never  would  be  tt 
end  01  such  things.  A  fire  happened  lately  t 
Boston,  which  destroyed  perhaps  ten  thousand  a 
twenty  thousand  pounds  worth  of  conunodiiia 
that  had  paid  duties.  What  kind  of  busints 
would  it  be  if  all  these  persoas  were  to  come  fa- 
ward  and  make  a  demand  of  compensatitn 
their  duties  paid  on  the  articles  thus  coDsumedot 
tost,  if  a  i^on  of  rum  is  worth,  say,  a  ddUr,  an 
of  this  thirty  cents  is  paid  in  duties?  Whatie 
dealer  has  Lis  cask  of  rum  lodged  in  his  sto^ 
that  part  of  the  price  of  the  rum  paid  to  the  ifr 
venue  is  as  much  his  property,  he  is  ai  mnci 
richer  by  the  possession  of  this  rum  as  he  vx"'' 
be  by  having  an  advance  of  money  to  ihe  same 
amount.  The  inference  of  the  member  was  util 
in  case  of  an  accident  by  fire  or  otherwise  the  U- 
gislature  had  no  call  to  interfere.  It  was  in 
making  the  sufferer  a  present  of  so  much  moa^i 
and  the  House  had  no  business  to  doaoystin 
thing.  Claims  of  this  kind  never  would  bare  • 
conclusion. 

Mr.  FiTzeiHONB  considered  it  as  an  act  of 
justice  to  our  constituents  to  vraste  time  uponMch 
trifling  matters.   The  House  would  spend  kuf  * 
day  in  debating  about  an  afiair  of  tvro  or  thrtc 
hundred  dollars,  and  sometimes  of  only  fortf « 
fifty.   Mr.  F.  declared  that,  for  his  own  part,  hj 
would  rather  pay  his  share  of  the  sum  ■l^'^^ 
than  see  the  time  of  the  House  squandered  tn 
trifles.   They  never  would  be  got  throu^> 
more  grants,  the  more  petitions. 

Mr.  Pabker  differed  entirely  from  the  mm^ 
last  up.  He,  for  himself,  had  no  interest  in 
case.  The  parties  were  no  particular  connexiow" 
his ;  but  he  happened  to  be  a  member  of 
mittee  to  whom  their  petition  was  referred,  «»* 
wished  tosee  them  have  the  same  justice  witbwia 
petitioners  to  that  House.  He  differed  from  "* 
member  who  had  just  sat  down  [Mr.  FiTSStiiOK^ 
in  this  respect,  that,  whether  the  sum  cUunn  " 
the  petition  was  two  himdred  dollars  or  two  tbo** 
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nnd,  stUl  die  ottent  irf*  tlw  denand  nude  do  dif- 
fennoe.  If  the  ground  wis  just,  it  wu,  in  both 
cases,  alike  their  duty  to  gtre  proper  redress. 
The  amsUlness  of  the  demana  was  no  solid  raason 
foir  refusing  or  neglecting  it. 

Mr.  W.  Shitb  objected,  not  to  the  giving  relief 
in  this  ^rticuiar  case,  but  to  the  principle  of  af- 
fording It  in  any  case  of  this  nature.  As  soon  as 
the  present  bminess  should  be  disposed  0^  he 
would  Uy  on  the  table  a  resolution  for  eoaaidering 
this  practice. 

To  that  Mr.  Pabkeb  said  he  had  no  objeetioQ : 
only  let  the  present  petition  be  in  the  mean  time 
treated  as  others  of  toe  tike  nature  had  been. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  fxo- 
gr«B8,  but  leave  to  sit  again  was  refused. 

EXTRA  CLERKS. 

Mr  FiTzsiHONB  then  observed  that  there  had 
been  frequent  applications  to  the  House  for  sala- 
ries and  compensations  to  extra  clerks,  and  he  un- 
derstood that  they  would  have  something  of  that 
kind  during  the  prebent  session  from  the  Loan 
Office.  To  prevent  their  beinff  harassed  in  this 
way  hereafter,  he  moved  the  fouowinff  resolution, 
▼iz :  That  a  committee  be  apjiinnted  to  inquire 
into  the  establishment  of  clerks  in  the  several  De- 
partments, and  to  report  a  plan  for  the  Dumber 
pemwnently  to  be  employed  in  each,  and  their 
compensation. 

A  committee  of  five  members  was  appointed 
accordingly,  to  wit:  Mr.  Fitzsihons,  Mr.  Ly- 
man, Mr.  SHEHBDRNE,Mr.  Watts,  and  Mr.  New. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  next  laid  on  the  table  a  resolu- 
tion that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider 
and  report  on  the  policy  of  remitting  the  duties 
on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  where  si}ch 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  have  been  de- 
stroyed by  fire  or  other  accidents. 

There  was  then  read  a  Message  from  the  Pre- 
sident, which  had  been  delivered  a  litde  before, 
and  a  journal  transmitted  along  with  it,  from 
William  Bloont,  Governor  of  the  Territory  of 
the  United  States  Southwest  of  the  Ohio. 
PENNSYLVANIA  mSURGENTS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  select  committee  00  that  part  of  the 
PusiDBHT'e  Speech  retpeetiug  compensation  to 
the  sufibrers  by  msnrgoats  in  Uie  Western  counties 
in  Pennsylvania.  When  the  first  of  the  two 
reaolutimu  in  the  report  was  read,  Mr.  Swift  ob- 
jected to  the  granting  of  inmiediate  indemnifica- 
tion, on  much  the  same  ground  as  he  adopted  yes- 
terday in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  He  in- 
quired how  a  person,  with  a  compensation  from 
that  House  in  his  pocket,  cotild  appear  in  a  Court 
(^Justice  to  prosecute  a  rioter  for  damages,  when 
the  Judge,  the  jurors,  and  every  one  in  Court 
knew  he  had  been  indemnified  ?  He  enlarged,  at 
some  length,  on  the  great  pity  that  it  would  be  to 
let  those  rioters  and  rebels  escape  so ;  and,  afler 
they  had  cost  Qovemment  above  a  miUion  of  dol- 
lars, that  they  should  not  be  obliged  to  pay  these 
sixteen  or  twenty  thousand. 

Mr.  Lymam  hoped  that  the  House  would  give 
the  money,  and  have  done  with  the  buainess. 


[H.orB. 


Mr.  NionoLU.— The  more  he  considered  thia 

SiestioQ,  he  was  the  more  ecmvinced  that  the 
onse  are  involving  themselves  in  embarrass 
menL  Are  you  not  toU  (said  he,  alluding  to 
what  had  been  urged  by  Mr.  Swift)  that,  by  pay- 
ing these  claims  in  the  first  instancf^  you  are  cut- 
ting the  sinews  of  civil  process  1  In  any  future 
commotion  of  this  kind  a  person  who  has  lodged 
an  exciseman  may  have  his  house  burnt  from  pri- 
vate spite  against  him,  and  not  because  he  inter- 
fered m  favor  of  a  revenue  officer.  Then  you  are 
bound,  by  this  precedent,  to  indemnify  him;  and 
how  can  you  distinguish  what  was  the  real  motive 
to  that  outrage  t  He  believed  it  impossible  ever 
to  bring  Government  to  such  a  state  of  perfection 
as  that  all  losses  suffered  in  defence  of  it  should 
be  indemnified  at  its  chai^.  Where  is  the  dilfer- 
^Doe  between  this  case  and  that  of  indemnifying 
the  losses  at  sea  by  by  the  British  7  Yet  that  pn^ 
poeal  was  rejected.  Where  is  the  gentleman  who 
will  say  that  he  believes  people  will  put  thnn- 
selves  to  the  trouble  of  prosecuting,  when  they 
know  that  the  money,  if  recovered,  must  go  into 
your  pockets  again  1  Let  us  pat  the  case,  that  a 
jury  m  the  Western  counties,  where  these  points 
must  be  tried,  shall  find  any  of  these  people  enti- 
tled to  less  than  what  you  have  bestowed  upoQ 
them?  Can  you  then  recover  the  money  hack 
again  1  It  is  said  that  this  resolution  embraces 
but  a  few  instances,  and  these  of  the  most  meri- 
torious kind ;  but,  in  reality,  it  includes  all  citizens 
who  have  suffered.  What  will  this  cmniaehend, 
or,  rather,  what  will  it  not  comprehend?  He 
supposed  uiat  the  deugn  was  that  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  Presioent  for  that  e£foet 
should  be  sent  into  the  Western  counties  to  ascer- 
tain the  damages.  Mr.  N.  concluded  by  declaring 
that  nothing  which  he  had  heard  could  indnce 
him  to  go  to  the  extent  proposed  j  and,  by  sivine 
money  at  present,  the  prosecutions  woiud  all 
come  to  nothing. 

Mr.  M^RBAY  hoped  the  first  resolution  would 
succeed.  He  really  thought  that  the  reasoning  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Nicholas] 
would  extend  to  the  exclusion  of  Gteneral  Neville. 

Mr.  Maoison  remarked,  that  great  respect  waa 
due  to  this  proposition,  both  on  account  in  the  in- 
terestinff  oecaaon  that  produced  it,  and  of  the 
quarter  Rom  whence  it  came.  But  the  more  he 
revolved  the  subject  in  his  mind,  the  more  he  was 
convinced  that  great  circumspection  was  requi- 
site, and  that  the  House,  for  nuny  reasons,  ought 
to  take  as  much  time  in  deliberating  upon  what 
they  ought  to  do  as  the  nature  of  the  subject  will 
admit.  He  recommended  the  proposal  of  some 
gentlemen  to  let  the  afiair  lie  over  to  next  session. 

It  is  no  doubt  pro^r  to  encourage  a  spirit  for 
suppressing  insurrections,  and  this  measure  is  cer- 
taimy  calculated  to  promote  that  spirit.  But.  in 
his  judgment,  Mr.  M.  feared  that  it  would  like- 
wise encourage  insurrections.  A  great  body  of 
people  were  commonly  engaged  in  such  disturb- 
ances who  were  not  worth  hanging,  and  to  whom 
an  established  Qovemment  osual^  hdd  out  m 
amnesty.  By  this  means  great  multitudes  came 
in,  and  received  pardon  before  the  opeiatioiki  of 
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ehutimnent  hcgan.  Th«  mob,  Aerefim^  would 
in  this  case  reason  thus :  As  a  crowd,  we  hare  a 
good  chance  to  escape  the  gallows.  Let  us  then 
phiDder  as  fast  as  possible,  becanse  Qoremment 
will  disburse  the  loss,  and  we  shall  not  be  forced 
to  disgoi^  our  booty.  Mr.  M.  thought  that  sne- 
entations  of  this  kind  might  be  entertained  oy 
fatnre  insursents,  if  the  I^>use  were  instantly  to 
?ote  a  complete  indemnification  to  the  anfferers. 
Mr.  M.  held  the  highest  respect  for  the  arguments 
and  feelings  uf  gentlemen  who  espoused  tne  other 
side  of  the  question.  What  he  himself  had  jtist 
BOW  sug^^ted.  he  did  not  re«ud  as  decisire  con- 
aideratioiw,  but  jet  as  considerations  of  weight. 
His  own  impression  was  to  let  the  matter  lie  over 
till  the  next  session,  and  then  those  iriio  had  done 
tkeir  heat  in  prosecuting  would  come  forward  19 
that  House  to  claim  compensation  under  the  most 
anvpieioos  circumstances,  andaH  which  they  shall 
hare  recorered  wiH  be  saved  to  the  State. 

Mr.  BoDDiNOT  differed  in  some  degree  from  the 
gentleman  who  spoke  last.  He  was  for  doing 
Somethitig  at  present,  though  not  so  much  as  was 
Implied  in  the  first  resolntion.  He  recapitulated 
the  danger  that  would  arise  from  slackening  the 
efforts  of  people  to  prosecute  the  rioters.  He  en- 
tirely dissented  fVom  the  principle  laid  down  by 
some  gentlemen,  that  Goremment  was  in  ail 
eases  bound  to  indemnify  the  losses  sustained  by 
its  citizens  fVom  foreign  or  domestic  outrage.  In 
the  war  mtfa  Britain  there  were  great  numbers  of 
petnfle  who  chose  rather  to  fight  it  out  to  the  last, 
aAd  permit  their  houses  to  be  burned  ly  the  Bri- 
tish troops,  than  accept  of  terms  which  they 
might  hare  obtained.  Mr.  B.  again  proposed  the 
amendment  which  he  laid  yesterday  before  the 
Committee,  viz :  that  after  the  words  "  and  other 
citizens,"  tnere  should  be  inserted,  "personally 
aiding  and  assisting  tbem."  This  he  thought  sof- 
fieient  in  the  mean  time. 

Mr.  Heath  declared  himself  against  the  reso- 
lution as  nnsoimd  policy.  He  feared  that  it  may 
be  an  encouragement  to  future  mischief.  When 
an  officer  of  the  revenue  finds  that  he  is  to  be  so 
easily  paid — to  be  paid  a  double  value  for  the  bom- 
ittg  of  his  hOQse — will  not  this  slacken  his  ardor 
in  defence  of  it?  Who  has  not  heard  of  the  re- 
bellion of  £Aayt,  wjiere  a  great  deal  of  property 
was  destroyed?  Peo;|^e  there  began  at  Uie  right 
end  of  the  bnstQess.  Law  suits  were  commenced 
against  the  rebels,  and  damages  were  recorered. 
Piay,  would  it  not  be  a  proper  bar  to  the  recovery 
of  damages  in  a  Cotirt  of  law  to  say  Gtovemment 
has  paid  you?  Will  not  these  people  who  suffered 
by  ttte  Tories  in  the  last  war  come  next,  with  open 
months,  and  demand  indemnity  ?  We  shaJl  next 
have  those  citizens  who  lately  suffered  by  the  pi- 
rates of  Britain  hastening  todemand  compensation. 
Mr.  H.  considered  this  as  the  most  raiportant 

Siestion  which  had  come  before  Congress  during 
e  present  session.  He  concluded  by  saying  that 
he  woidd  bear  his  testimony  agamst  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Cabnes  was  of  the  same  opinion.  Mr. 
MtjRRAT  had  said  that  it  would  be  impossiUe  to 
Sftd  a  Jury  in  the  Weatem  counties  who  would 
SfV«  honest  damages  against  the  rioters,  because 


almort  etmy  body  wu  on  their  sile,  ui 
there  would  be  no  poosibility  of  finding' a  j«T 
who  would  peas  an  equitable  verdict,  uueif  » 
course  vras  had  to  the  odious  and  exeeiaUtp* 

tice  of  packing  juries.   This  remedy  was  wme 
than  the  disease ;  and  from  this  Mr.  Mi^Bftirii- 
ferred  the  futility  of  compelling  the  snloen  a 
wait  for  the  result  of  hopeless  prosecutiooi,  iil 
the  propriety  of  immediately  paying  the  danoga 
Mr.  Cabnes  asked  the  gentleman  wheAei  Is 
knowledge  as  a  lawyer  did  not  infonn  him  thii 
an  upright  jury  might  be  selected  widioet  htrat 
recourse  to  the  inramous  expedient  of  pscfcii^] 
When  a  jury  were  chosen^  the  prosecutors  wm 
be  at  liberty  to  except  asamrt  them ;  aad  if 
were  either  men  of  Md  characters,  or  m  any  iwt 
connected  with  Uie  rioaers,  these  exceptions  wooU 
be  admitted,  and  this  process  would  go  oo  till  i 
respectable  jury  could  be  chosen.  This  wu  tfsx 
distinct  from  any  thing  like  packing.  HecoBB- 
dered  thb  explanation  as  a  satisfactory  antwa  d 
the  an^umeats  advanced  by  the  member  from  Ut- 
ryland;  and  he  entertained  a  better  opinion  ibn 
that  gentleman  seemed  to  possess  of  the  juiyna 
in  the  Western  counties.   Mr.  C.  foresaw  lu^ 
bad  consequences  that  might  possibly  ^^"^ 
this  alacrity  in  discharging  damages.  WutB 
there  should  be  a  collusive  insurrectiwi  beW« 
two  parties,  and  then,  instead  of  twenty  tioM" 
dollars,  we  shall  have  to  dischai^e  a  bill  (a  |» 
haps  an  hundred  thousand,  or  twice  thai  «>' 
He  constdeied  it  as  good  a  plea  in  bar  o^^J"* 
tions  to  My.  Government  has  paid  you.  Bmvn 
are  so  fond  of  indemnifyins  people 
losses,  the  House  may  begin  by  satisfying  we » 
tiers  in  the  back  part  of  Georgia^  where  the  Creen 
within  the  last  ten  months  only  have  donenw 
chief  to  the  extent  of  five  or  six  hundred 
dollars.  He  should  be  glad  to  hear  the  Hoose  to- 
posed  to  indemnify  these  people,  but  it 
he  did  not  expect.   He  ooufd  not  see  w^Mjr 
sufferers  were  not  as  much  entitled  to  '^o^frZ 
tion  as  the  others  in  the  'four  Western  co» 
As  to  the  CreelK,  the  Slate  of  Georgia  was  neitw 
at  war  nor  peace  with  them.  Peace  «  wa* 
but  in  the  mean  time  the  savages  were  w""™ 
ting  incessant  murders.   Reverting  to  "e J"^ 
tion  before  the  House,  Mr.  C-  said,  that  it 
be  most  impolitic  to  proceed  at  p««"*'?*°\?S^ ' 
ment  of  these  losses ;  and  he  was  conTUwrt^ 
the  PBESinBNT  himselt  when  he  made  tbcrj^ 
ence  in  his  Speech,  did  not  intend  i^t 
should  be  acted  on  immediately.  Mr.jun^ 
that  there  would  be  a  delay  for  the  P«*J^^  | 
sion.   The  best  way  to  ascertain  the  real  «^ 
the  damages  was  to  leave  the  matter 
sion  of  a  jury.   When  juries  hare 
this  point,  then,  if  the  rebels  cannot  pay, 
isfaction  to  the  sufferers  in  terms  «  .V'^/t^  , 
The  member  from  Maryland  had  m^  I"' 
ages  could  not  be  accurately  specifiea^iY-^ 
Yes.   If  you  pay  nothing  at  present,  bjt,  «  ^ 
pay  at  present,  the  action  is  barred,  "^^^pd 
not  entirely  formed  his  opinion  oa  the  qjw^  ^. 
compensation,  but  he  was  satisfied  that »  ^  j 
tar  to  make  tc  dday. 
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Mr.  Dnrraa,  in  reply  to  the  ttrraiOMtioD  that 
this  oompesMtum  would  eacoanwe  rature  iimus 
netioas,  gave  it  as  his  opinion  tbat  it  would  be 
the  means  of  preTentinv  them.  An  insurgent 
would  say  to  bimaelf,  "  I  might  escape  from  the 
^oseeution  of  my  neighbor,  bat,  when  the  UnUed 
SMMt  anst'  him,  I  caaaot  stand  against  both." 
Mr.  D.  ctHLceiTed  that  the  meaning  of  the  resolu- 
tic«  had  beeo  mistaken,  and  Iw  ^aeed  the  ques- 
tisB  in  a  light  entirely  new  and  onnotieed  by  any 
finoer  apfuer.  Qentlemen  had  spoken  as  if  the 
rmdation  went  to  the  immediate  and  comidcte 
diaeharge  of  the  whole  damages,  and  upon  thiB 
nmny  ailments  had  been  ioonded.  Thii  idea 
was  an  entire  mistake,  for  tbe  first  resolution  went 
obIt  to  ascertain  the  real  eitent  of  the  damages, 
ana  did  not  pledge  the  Mouse  to  paj  the  total 
nmoont  of  them.  He  eonsidered  this  as  a  very 
material  distinction,  and  which, in  agreat  measnre, 
obviated  many  arguments  on  ue  opposite  side  of 
tbe  qocstioD.  Mr.  D.  did  not  thmk,  with  the 
member  from  Georgia,  that  the  same  rule  applied 
to  the  Southwestern  settlers  of  that  Sute  and  to 
putiei  in  the  present  resolution.  The  people  on 
the  fimitias  have  "placed  tbemselres  in  a  {dace 
of  danger  knowioj^y.**  The  Creeks  were  an  apea 
eaemj,  but  the  uurargents  were  an  uneipeeced 
one.  Mr.  D.  proceeded  at  great  length  to  make 
a  distinction  between  the  two  cases,  and  conclud- 
ed fay  myinc  that  the  seeond  leseliuicm,  iriiich, 
as  well  as  t£e  fast,  he  hofied  woald  pass,  went 
cmly  to  a  temporary  relief. 

Mr.  HAS-FLBr  also  pbced  a  part  of  the  qoestioa 
in  quite  a  difierent  Ivht  from  any  former  sentle- 
man.  Sinee  he  bad  been  a  member  of  that 
HoBse  he  had  found  occasion  to  reed  a  good  deal 
of  law,  and,  from  that  knowledge  of  law,  he  had, 
yesterday,  in  the  Committee,  informed  the  Honse 
that  oeitber  Qmeial  NcrriUe  nor  uy  body  else 
conld  okain  damages  against  die  rioters  in  a  civil 
actaon.  All  the  argunents.  therefore  iriiich  had 
been  advaneed  as  to  whether  equitable  damages 
ooidd  be  recovered  befove  a  jury,  proaeedcd  vfon 
ma  error,  beeanse  no  eivil jproeess  iriiatever  wonld 
lie  in  the  ease.  If  the  House  were  disposed  to 
danbt  his  own  opinion,  lib.  H.  conld  now  give 
tbam  that  of  the  fiiM  law  f^&eer  an  Pennsylvania. 
Sinee  yeetefday  Mr.  H.  had  emiralted  that  gen- 
tleman, who  ^ve  it  a*  his  express  opinion  that 
the  greater  crime  lAsorbs  the  lesser ;  tliat  a  ease 
of  wis  kind  is  only  a  enminal  aotioe,  and  that  no 
penal  damages  can  be  recovered.  The  crime  b 
nMs  to  a  capital  punishment ;  he  did  not  mean 
to  death ;  but  to  such  a  iegrce  of  peaishmeet  as 
the  oflenee  shoidd  be  foond  to  deserve.  Mr.  H. 
added,  that  if  peofde  had  known  that  they  weee 
to  be  indemnined  for  their  losses  by  the  United 
Btatei,  a  mneh  greater  nnraber  wonU  have  stood 
hy  tbe  law  than  did  so.  It  was  not  the  ftar  of 
peiaonal  danger  whieh  preveMted  people  fteroce- 
sistnig  Ac  usmgents;  it  was  apMchenaon  of 
having  their  bams  buned  down  in  we  night  time. 

Mr.  DiXTBH  interrapted  Mr.  Habtlbt  to  in- 
qnire  whether,  by  the  laws  of  this  State,  the  pro- 
perty  of  an  inanvrnt  is  forfeited  for  his  orima? 
Mr.HABTUTiepuedthirtitms  not.  Mr.Du- 
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m  then  remarked,  that  it  was  very  absurd  to  say 
toaman,  "  You  arean  instirgent;  youhavccoaa- 
mitted  agreat  deal  of  misciiiu,  but  yon  are  so  very 
deep  an  nfender  that  I  cannot  recover  damages." 
Mr.  HuTLET  rose  again  to  give  some  farther  ex- 
planation, when  the  Spbakib  announced  th^  he 
had  something  to  communicate  to  the  House. 
Mr.  Hartlst  sat  down,  and  the  SpnuaR  said, 
that  he  bad  received  from  the  PiaaiouiT  some 
important  and  confidential  eommanioatioiu,  iriudi 
it  was  requisite  to  read  in  the  Honse  this  day. 
It  did  not  ajppear  that  they  woold  decide  aa  the 
first  resolution  at  present,  and  there  was  not  aow 
more  time  lefi  Wore  the  commm  hour  of  rising 
than  would  be  necessary  for  reading  die  coaanni- 
nications  from  the  President.  The  debate  waa 
instantly  deferred,  and  the  galleries  cleared. 


TeDRsnAT,  December  18. 
Mr.  GooDHDB,  from  the  committee  to  wtiom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Epaphras  Jones,  in 
behalf  of  himself,  Stephen  Qornam,  Shubal  Gor- 
ham,  and  Charles  Seldenj  made  a  report ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  to-monrow. 

PAY  OP  MILITIA. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  Hoaae  on  the  bill  niafcingaipropria- 
tions  for  the  expense  of  the  Militia  lately  called 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Some  objections  were  made  to  the  bill.  Mr. 
FiTzsiHOMS  said  that  they  were  the  most  eztm- 
ordiuary  which  were  ever  made  in  this  House  to 
an  act  of  appropriation.  Gentlemen  had  eartaiifc^ 
ly  never  looked  into  the  estimate!^,  or  they  never 
could  have  made  them.  It  was  not  pretended  or 
supposed  that,  in  the  estimates  In  this  act,  the 
sums  were  exactly  ascertained.  Bq  far  from  (lnM, 
we  have,  in  this  bill,  voted  the  pity  at  three  dol- 
lars per  month,  whereas  the  House  itself  had  since 
augmented  that  pay  to  six  dollars  and  two-thirds. 
Gentlemen  neea  not  be  afraid  tliat  any  money 
would  be  given  ojit  at  the  Treasury-  wiihouta 
proper  receipt. 

One  of  the  objections  to  the  IhU  was  understood 
to  be,  the  fear  Test  more  money  might  be  voted 
than  would  be  necessary,  and  that  the  United 
States  would  thus  be  losers.  The  gentleman  who 
had  made  this  remark  admitted  afterwards  that 
the  explanation  was  satisfactory. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  the  Chairman  report- 
ed the  biU  without  amendment  It  was  then  09- 
dered  to  be  engrossed,  uid  read  a  third  time  Vh 
morrow. 

Friday,  Becembei  19. 

William  Irtimh,  from  Pennsylvania,  appeand, 
and  took  his  seat  in  the  Honse. 

An  eagvoBsed  Inll  making  appronriatiaDs  for  ^ 
ex^iense  of  the  Militia  latefy  called  mto  the  set- 
vice  of  the  United  States  was  read  the  third  ttnac, 
and  passed. 

The  Spbakbb  kid  before  the  Hoose  a  Report 
from  the  Seeietary  of  War,  aocompaiiyinf  eopics 
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tke  imtroetions  to  the  auineen  for  eraetug 
IbrtifiMtions  for  the  defence  of  the  seatKwts  of  the 
United  States,  together  with  their  reports  there- 
upon, made  pursuant  to  the  resolutioa  of  the  8th 
instant ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie. 

A  messagefrom  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoiue 
diat  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "*  An 
•ct  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  ncHi-commissioned 
officers,  musicians,  and  privmtes,  of  the  Militia  of 
the  United  States,  when  called  into  actual  ser- 
rice,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with  sereial  amend- 
ments ;  to  which  they  desire  the  ooncarrenee  of 
Ais  Hoose. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  tbe  said  bill. 
Whereupon, 

Orderedt  That  the  said  amendments  be  com- 
mitted to  Mr.  Madibon,  Mr.  Dearborn,  and  Mr. 
Datfon. 

Mr.  Bbmiaxih  Bodrme,  from  the  committee 
appointed,  presented  a  IhU  authorizing  the  transfer 
of  the  stoclc  standing  to  the  crm^t  of  certain  States; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretanr  of  War,  accompanying  certain 
communications  (rota  the  Governor  M  Uie  Ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States  South  of  the  rirer 
Ohio;  which  were  partly  read. 

PENNSTLTANIA  INSURGENTS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolutions  reported  on  Wednesday  Issi.  from  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  report  of 
the  cooimittee  to  whom  was  referred  thatjurt  of 
the  Speech  of  the  Prbsidbnt  op  the  Unitbd 
States  which  relates  to  the  policy  indemnify- 
ing the  sufferers  by  the  depredations  of  the  insur- 
gents in  the  Western  counties  of  PeDnsylrauia. 
Whereupon, 

The'  first  resolution  being  under  consideration, 
in  the  following  words,  to  wit : 

*<  Boohed,  That  the  Prerident  of  die  United  States 
be  requested  to  ewe  as  mscertunment  to  be  msde  of 
the  kwee  aiutained  the  officers  of  Govemmeat  and 
other  dtiseiM,  in  their  piapa^,  (in  consequence  i^  tbeir 
■zortkMB  in  n^Nnt  of  die  kinO  I9  the  inauigeuts  in 
dw  Western  counties  of  Penm^tvania." 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Bodoinot,  on  which 
the  House  had  been  debating  on  Wednesday,  was 
read.  It  was  for  the  insenirai,  after  the  words 
"  and  other  citizens,"  of  the  fouowing  addition : 
"  personally  aidiitt  and  assisting  them^ 

Hr.  Hartlbt  then  rose,  and  spoke  as  follows : 
I  hare  no  great  encouragement  to  speak,  when  I 
find  that  my  expressions  and  language  have  been 
totally  mistaken,  both  by  gentlemen  m  this  House 
and  by  the  person  who  frequently  reports  the  de- 
bates. On  Tuesday,  I  had  veutured  to  say,  that 
I  tlumght  no  great  reliance  could  be  had  upon  the 
indiTiduals  injured  obtaining  satisfaction  oy  per- 
aonal  actions  against  the  insurgents ;  that  1  ima- 
gined die  civil  remedy  was  muTed  in  the  offence 
of  anon  against  the  State,  or  pmups  a  higher  of- 
fence ;  that,  from  the  Mite  o£  things,  we  could  not 
pnause  ounelres  that  the  BtiSeicfs  woiild  he  com- 
by  einl  nnta. 


On  Wedseadajr,  I  mentioned  to  the  House,  that, 
though  there  haa  been  much  diseamon,  yet,  as  1 
eonudered  part  of  the  House  to  labw  under  wh« 
I  held  to  be  a  mistake  with  respect  to  the  <er  lea. 
or  law  of  the  State,  which  we  were  obliged  le 
take  into  view,  I  held  it  my  duty  to  obserrei,  that, 
the  day  before,  I  had  said  that  I  thought  the  smaller 
offence,  that  is,  the  civil  injury,  had  been  merged 
in  the  greater  against  society ;  that  the  offeoee,  so 
far  as  related  to  the  State,  would  be  arstm,  wlueh 
had  been  a  capital  offence,  punishable  with  death, 
that  the  punishment  had  be«i  mitigated  by  theabe- 
radon  of  the  penal  code,  but  still  it  was  a  fekny. 
I  noticed  that  I  had  formerly  read  law  a  good  deal 
with  considerable  attention,  but  since  I  had  beea 
in  Congress,  I  had  not  been  able  to  bestow  much 
time  upon  it.  I  said  that  formerly  certain  pcitt- 
eiples  or  ma*im«  had  made  impnssioa  apom  my 
mud;  that, ammg  others, was  the  one  undo- con- 
sideration, that,  in  arson,  (he  injury  to  the  indi- 
vidual was  merged  in  that  against  society,  ct, 
at  least,  mu^  give  way  to  other;  and  public 
jusdce  must  be  done  in  the  first  j^ace.  I  ma- 
doned  that  I  bad  consulted  <me  of  the  first  law 
officers  of  the  State,  which  is  true,  and  he  agreed 
with  me  in  opinion.  Indeed,  he  added,  tMl  a* 
reliaoce  shoultl  be  had  upon  tbe  per8<mal  reoaedy. 
but  that  compensation  ought  to  be  made  to  the 
sufferers. 

I  have  no  reason  to  change  my  fcnmer  OfRnioB. 
Really,  when  I  consider  the  conduct  of  the  Com- 
missioners to  those  who  made  their  sufamiaskM, 
1  should  imagine  it  was  the  inteatiai  of  the  par- 
ties that  there  was  to  be  an  oblivion  ns  weO  of 
the  civil  as  the  criminal  offimees  to  those  who  anh- 
mitted ;  and,  as  the  Legi^ttue  has  the  power  to 
construe  the  agrennent,  it  becomes  her  nther  to 
do  it  with  magnantmitv  than  otherwise. 

Your  officers,  and  those  uding  and  uriitiiHr 
them,  (Mi^  to  be  protected  and  snpoorted.  IwiS 
now  say,  as  I  did  the  other  day,  mat  the  fear  of 
having  their  houses  or  bams  burned,  tciriftcd 
many  a  man  in  the  Weston  country  from  join- 
ing the  standard  of  the  law,  and  forced  lum  U 
tempwize  with  rebellion.  When  the  officers  know 
that  they  are  to  be  protected  in  their  persona  and 
property — when  the  posse  conubUutareinfena- 
ed  tnat  they  are  to  be  regarded  in  like  — 
we  may  expect  enerry  in  the  execndon  of  the  Inwi. 
The  law  of  Pennsylvania  is  defe^re,  or  at  lean 
flonhtful ;  and,  if  the  present  punishment  for  anon 
eondnttet,  the  LegidaMre  of  that  Biate  will,  1  * 
dare  say,  pcdnt  out  a  decided  remedy  for  the  parcf 
injtired  against  the  ctfeader.  It  becdoies  the  boner 
and  justice  of  the  L^islature  to  protect  and  sup- 
port the  officers,  and  those  aidii^  them.  I  shall, 
therefore,  vote  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Vbh ABU  differed  entirely  from  dw  gentle- 
man who  spoke  last.  He  nndeistoed  that  pntdoas 
eiteaded  only  to  the  offences  against  Gov  em  meat 
It  would,  for  that  reason,  be  no  hardship  agaiaai 
the  people  who  had  received  patdons  to  proaeruie 
them  for  civil  damages ;  and,  by  the  sutcmeni  of 
the  member  himself,  aedous  would  lie  where  do 
ptridie  proseeutioos  had  been  made. 

Mr.  SwifT  was  of  t^uNi  that  the 


Digitized  by 


Googlt 


»»V  mSTORT  OF  CONGfflBSa 


DnmcBn,  1794.] 


ftom  Peansylrania  [filr.  Haktmt]  wts  most  eer- 
tainlj  mistaken  in  point  of  lav,  when  h«  ima- 
giaed  that  the  pardon  granted  the  Gonunis- 
■ioners  extended,  or  migbt  be  construed  to  a  re- 
nuaaioQ  of  civil  offences.  He  did  not  believe  it 
to  be  in  the  power  of  QoTemmeDt  to  pardon  these 
xioters  and  trespassers  to  that  length.  He  did  not 
expect  that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
would  have  stood  up  in  the  House  to  recommend 
an  unqualified  pardon.  When  a  million  of  dol- 
lars had  been  expended,  were  the  House  to  give 
them  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  dollars  more? 
He  did  not  come  there  prepared  to  hear  of  a  pre- 
mium for  insurrection.  He  rejected  ait  idea  of 
ao  much  tenderness  for  rioters  and  rebels. 

Mr.  BoDDiNOT  rejected  all  idea  of  the  rioters 
bung  exempted  from  civil  sails.  There  was  but 
one  exception,  where  they  were  executed  for  their 
crimes.  He  bad  no  other  view  of  the  matter,  but 
as  a  question  of  policy — whether  it  was  expedi- 
ent, or  the  contrary,  to  prosecute  these  people. 
He  believed  that,  before  the  new  Constitution,  the 
law  stood  as  the  member  from  Pennsylvania  re- 
presented it.  But  all  this  was  much  from  the  pur- 
pose. By  far  the  greater  number  of  the  rioters  have 
accepted  the  amnesty.  Nobody  imagines  them 
exempted  from  prosecution.  To  prevent  any  mis- 
conception of  this  nature,  the  Commissioners,  in 
the  terms  of  pardon  which  they  held  out,  exprew- 
ly  warned  the  people  that  they  were  to  be  lUble 
to  civil  actions  for  the  damages  conunitted.  It 
was  needless,  then,  to  embanass  the  question  with 
more  diffieuhiea  thao  natoraUy  belonged  to  it. 
He  was  satisfied  that  thia  was  a  mtm  question  of 
policy,  whether  it  was  better  to  pay  off  these  peo- 
^e  at  once,  or  let  them  first  try  the  effects  of  civil 
actions. 

Mr.  Datton  rose  and  asked  "  Who  shall  de- 
cide, when  doctors  disagree  1"  Who  shaH  declare 
what  is  the  law,  when  the  learned  gentlemen 
the  bar  are  so  directly  opposed  to  each  other  ? 
The  House  ^Mr.  D.  observed)  had,  by  some  means, 
imperceptiblv,and,  he  thought, unnecessarily,  been 
drawn  into  the  discussion  of  a  common  law  ques- 
ticui.  Law  bad  been  aptly  compared  to  a  bottom- 
less pit.  and  the  sooner,  tberefoie,  that  they  extri- 
cated themselves  from  it  the  better.  Very  fortu- 
nately, (he  said,)  there  existed  no  necessity  for 
determining,  in  the  present  cases,  upon  any  intri- 
cate point  of  law,  as  the  proposals  m  amnesty,  in 
tfattr  very  terms,  as  well  as  in  their  natnre,  left 
ea<^  individual  trespasser  liable  to  suits  at  law  on 
the  part  of  the  friends  of  good  order,  for  the  dM- 
mages  sostained  by  the  one  and  done  by  die  other. 
Mr.  D.  was  for  allowing  those  prosecutitMis  to  go 
forward,  and  was  well  informed,  not  <»ly  that 
there  vras  far  more  than  sufficient  of  the  property 
ot  the  insurgents  to  make  compensation,  but  that 
it  was  probable  they  would  agree  together,  and 
make  up  the  whole  amour  ^emselves,  rather  than 
be  vexed  by  law  suits.  He  could  not  agree  with 
those  gentlemen  who  expressed  a  wish  to  vote  the 
vriiole  amount  of  damages,  immediately  to  be  paid 
from  the  Treamiry.  He  did  not  believe  with  them, 
that  such  a  measnre  would  promote  the  dignity, 
oc  manilest  the  justice,  of  the  Ooveruoeat.  This 
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would  be  to  enter  into  an  imtm^Mr  comjintHiUBe 
with  gnilt.  It  would  be  to  make  peace  with  sedi- 
tion, in  a  way  that  might  tend  to -encourage  rather 
than  to  discourage  it  in  future.  We  were  oh^ 

fated,  upon  princii^e  and  precedent,  to  insure  in- 
emnity  to  those  officers  (S  Government,  who,  in 
consequence  of  a  prompt  and  steady  discharge  of 
their  duty,  had  suffered  in  their  property  from  the 
resentment  of  the  insurgents.  But  he  wished  not 
to  do  more,  until  the  result  of  actions  at  law  could 
be  ascertained.  Although  the  Government  may 
offer  a  pardon  for  offences  against  the  public,  yet 
nothing  was  more  clear  than  that  the  general  am- 
nesty did  net,  and  could  not,  exempt  the  seditious 
offenders  from  answering  to  private  persons  for 
injuries  done  to  them  in  their  property. 

Mr.  Hartlet  rose  to  explain.  The  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Swirr]  had  mistaken  his 
meanior.   He  was  going  <»i,  when 

Mr.  Davton  rose,  and  declared  that  he  had 
never  put  any  such  construction  on  the  words  of 
the  gentleman,  who  certainly  must  have  misap- 
prehended him. 

1  did  not  mean  you,  sir,  (said  Mr.  Haetlbt.) 
I  said  the  gentleman  from  QmnedicuL  You  made 
a  mistake  of  the  same  kind  with  me  last  session. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  BooniNOT  was,  on  a 
division,  lost — only  twenty-six  gentlemen  rismg 
when'  the  question  was  called  for. 

The  question  on  the  first  resolution  was  then 
called  for ;  when  it  was  moved  to  take  the  pre- 
vious question,  that  is  to  say,  ^  Shall  the  okain 
qnestiim  be  now  put?" 

Mr.  FiTzsiHONS  rose.  He  thought  that  this 
discussion  comfttehended  a  ]wmciple  of  the  most 
important  nature.  He  trusted  that  it  would  not 
be  got  rid  of  in  this  way.  He  was  not  of  opiniai 
wit^  those  gentlemen  who  were  disposed  to  waive 
the  question  just  now,  under  the  notion  that  tb«f 
shomd  have  an  opportunity  of  voting  for  it  at  an- 
other time.  He  believed  that  the  true  design  oi 
moving  the  previous  question  was  to  lay  it  aside 
alt(^etoer.  This  expedient  should  not  answer 
the  end ;  for,  if  he  had  only  one  other  gentleman 
in  the  House  to  second  him,  he  would  stand  by 
the  matter  till  he  obtained  an  exidicit  answer. 

Mr.  McDowell  vindicated  the  propriety  of  tab- 
inff  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  SEnowicK  said,  that,  when  the  British  ear> 
ried  on  a  most  unjust  war  against  this  coaDtr]^ 
the  Ministry  who  began  it  were  in  time  tnrnad 
out.  Their  successors  had  always  reprobated  the 
war,  but,  after  the  peace,  they,  notwithstanding, 
had  expended  several  millions  to  support  the  loy- 
alists. While  the  British  had  acted  with  so  much 
liberality,  did  it  become  America  to  ^tick  at  the 

Sitry  sum  of  seventeen  thousand  dollars  1  The 
ouse  had  wran^ed  so  long  about  this  matter, 
that  the  very  wages  which  they  received  for  the 
time  spent  in  this  discussion  would  about  have 
discha^ed  the  whole  sum  in  dispute.  When  a 
wild,  unprincipled,  mad  attempt  had  been  made 
to  destroy  this  noble  Constitution,  were  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  this  people  to  make  it  a  doubt  wh*- 
thw  those  who  saved  it  frMiLpwhaM  destruction, 
weretoheiadenmified?  Mi.  B.dedaied  thatin 
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Ut  more  unphwant  scosatioos  than  he  remem- 
hwred  erar  Co  bare  experienced  since  he  became  a 
member  of  this  Houae.  Oentlemen  mi^t  argue 
and  awue  about  thu  drop  in  the  bucket  compared 
with  the  ocean.  They  might  so  into  meta^yai- 
oal  deductioos  about  whether  the  men  who  aared 
this  CoQstitution  were,  some  of  thenij  to  be  le- 
doced  to  be^arv  and  misery,  as  the  price  of  hav- 
ing done  so.  He  would  bring  up  the  question 
again  and  again,  until  he  bad  the  sense  of  the 
House  again.  Mr.  S.  repeated  the  following  ar- 
giunent,  which  he,  on  a  former  dav,  had  pressed : 
He  asked  whether  persons  who,  from  the  pure, 
eonaeious  dignity  of  the  republican  character,  step- 
ped forward  to  support  the  OoTenmLent,did  not  de- 
serve better  of  it  ttuui  excise  officers,  who  were 
bound  to  and  paid  for  their  services  7  He  was 
even  of  opinioi  that  the  cmduct  of  the  private 
soldiers  in  this  caae  was  more  meritorious  than 
that  of  the  f^B/Btn.  He  might  be  mistaken,  but 
hu  opnaim  was  aa  From  uds  language,  it  is  not 
to  be  inferred  that  Mr.  S.  undervamed  tae  exer- 
tions of  the  officers  of  the  Army,  or  of  the  excise. 
He  oolv  meant  that  the  less  mterest  or  emolu- 
ment which  an  individual  has  at  stake  in  the  suc- 
cess of  an  afiair,  ^e  greater  is  his  merit  in  per- 
tatmiag  it.  He  asked  what  better  time  Aere  was 
than  the  present  for  settling  the  amount  of  these 
claims? 

Mr.  H£ATH  was  for  the  previous  question.  He 
^MNUght  the  resolution  unseasonable  at  this  time. 
However  little  the  gentleman  chose  to  think  of 
•eventeen  thotisand  dollars,  they  might  grow  into 
a  precedent  for  seventeen  lumared  t)*Qi»mfid  dol- 
ini.' 

BAr.  BouMNOT  thought  that  the  aerenteen  thou- 
mmi  dollars  were  not  the  whole  of  the  damages 
that  mi£^  be  claimed.  When  ConmiisBioaere 
wew  acnt  to  the  Westward,  the  demand  mif^t 
nae  to  seventy  thousand.  Numerous  other  requi- 
aitimu  might  start  up.  He  was  for  taking  the 
parevioiu  question. 

Mr.  Dbxtdb  rcvretted  hts  necessity  to  differ 
ftom  a  gentleman  [Mr.  BooniKor]  for  whose  opin- 
ions he  was  in  the  hatnt  of  entertaining  l^e  high- 
est re^tect.  He  was  against  the  previous  ques- 
tion, because  he  disliked  obliquity.  Whether  he 
was  against  or  for  the  first  resolution  ui  the  report 
of  the  select  coomuttee,  he  would  give  the  reso- 
httum  itself  a&ir  meettne.  He  then  inquired 
iriiat  better  time  there  cowd  be  for  learning  the 
immher  and  extent  of  the  kMnea  than  the  present  7 
He  again  explained,  as  «  Wednevday.  that  the 
Howe  upeared  to  mistake  the  eztmt  or  the  reso- 
lution, whioh  did  not  imply  any  complete  indem- 
nifieatioB,  nor  even  assure  any  rdief  at  all.  The 
whole  amotmted  only  to  the  takUig  of  measures 
for  obtaining  information.  He  would  not  have 
voted  for  it,  if  he  had  thought  that  it  promised 
complete  indemmfioation.  He  thought  that  no 
ftitwe  time  conld  be  so  proper  as  the  present  for 
deoiding. 

Mr.  Swirr,  Hx.  Ki-naaA,  and  Mr.  ChuuRT,  ako 
tpake. 

Mr.  HiLLHoma  went  aa  the  suae  groond  w^ 
Mr.Dsrrwu  He  me  tmeef  the  ooaunitteendu 


drew  up  the  resc^ntiMU.  They  never  aadwimri 
that  the  resolution  implied  an  assunaee  of  eo» 

plete  indemnity  to  the  suflTeren. 

The  previous  question  vras  called  fiv  by  fin 
members,  to  wit:  "Shall  the  main  questiofl,Ki 
agree  to  the  said  resolution,  be  now  put?" 

And  on  the  ^vious  qoestiw,  "  Shall  the  aii 
main  question  be  now  put  ?"  it  was  resolved  a 
the  affirmative— yeas  52,  nays  31,  as  foUows: 

YiAS.^F1sher  Ames,  James  ArmstKHig,  John  Beittf, 
Elias  Boadinot,  Sheaijashab  Bonnie,  Bsnjtmin  Bonn^ 
Lambert  Csdwalader,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Jen- 
than  Dayton,  Henry  Deubonn,  Saraoel  DtaUt,  Gdmel 
Dnvall,  WilUMU  Findley,  Tbomu  FitMtnoiit,  Dwiiti 
Foster,  Eiektd  Gilbert,  Nidiolu  GHmaik  Heai;  On, 
Benjamin  Goodhue,  Jaoea 
Samuel  Griffin.  WiUiw  Barry  Gnm,  ThnmiHi* 
ley,  Daniel  Heite,  Jamas  Hillhooss,  William  Hio^ 
man,  Samuel  Holten,  J^  Wilkes  KHiUn,  Eemj  Uti- 
mer,  Amasa  Leainad,  William  Lyman,  Fnnai  Ifil- 
bone,  William  Monteomeiv,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  .Jio- 
ander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Andrew  ft* 
ens,  Thomas  Scott,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  WilUam  Snulfc 
George  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trttijm 
PhiUp  Van  Cortlandt,  Peter  Van  Gassheck,  P*( 
Wadsworth,  John  Watts,  Beiyamin  WiOtaBU,  wi 
Richaid  Whm. 

NATs^TheodoniB  Bailey,  lliomai  BIonnt,Tliaw 
P.  Camea,  Oabrid  Christie,  Joriiaa  Coit,  George 
Wflliam  B.  Giles,  James  CKHespie,  Geo^ 
Carter  B.  Harrison,  John  Heath,  John  Hun*er,B* 
aid  Bland  Lee,  MattlMw  JmAo,  Jamea  MWiN%  A- 
seph  McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane,  Andmr  Wm 
Anthony  New,  JohnNkhelas,  Nathaniel  Naei,  Ko|« 
Botheifcid,  JiAnS.  Sherinune,  Jsreauah  tem^ 
Smith.  ZMhniwk  Swift,  Thmaaa  T»dwall,AWia 
VeoaUb.  Frands  Walker,  Pains  Wh««ISi«M  W 
Winston. 

Mr.  Otuarr  then  iimni  a  imoistioii,  A**"; 
stance  of  wlueh  was  underrtood  to  be  to  u"^ 
tain  whether  the  loaaes  in  the  Western  (W" 

were  ineunredin  drfeaeeof  GoTOnnaat,«MM* 
far  the  suflems  were  capable  to  carry  aBtwa« 
suits  diemsdTOs  against  the  rioters. 

Mr.  OiLBs  was  against  the  aBKeadmea^»*r 
solution  itself,  and  flie  whole  mode  of  co«o^ 
the  bunness.  He  had  listened  to  """VJJJ 
^leeches,  and  been  surprised  that  no  gon*^ 
had  made  the  observation  which  he 
going  to  snbmit  to  the  House.  'aiaK 

[The  noise  had  by  this  time  become  m 
that  the  Sfhaxbr  rose  and  leminded  tfa« 
of  a  rule  that  there  mast  be  no  P"^  *^ 
tion  while  a  member  addresses  the  C^hair.  i  ^ 

Mr.  Q.  then  proceeded  to  dftdan 

liked  the  form  rather  than  the  '»i>'^JLid 
reMilatioD.  If  people  in  the  Western  eoooDtf^ 

saffered  injuries,  why  should  not  they, » 

every  other  class  of  oitncBs,  come  bt 

that  House  and  petition?    An  inqn^ 

imagined,  intended,  which  would  °°^^t^ 

back  eeuntry  in  one  common  intn<B*  egv 

TieasoryrtT  the  United  States.  ThejoWW^^ 

posed  by  the  report  of  the  select  eo<^**rha« 

the  most  exeep&nabie  of  aU  that  eonMb^^ 

devised.  It  was  said  that  this  inu<^ 
•f  seveatean  ihimund  doUaffs* 
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have  ve  that  the  demands  will  stop  there?  Sir, 
there  in  none.  The  mode  is,  besides,  totally  wrong. 
I^t  persons  who  hare  suffered  come  here  in  the 
uBoai  manner.  It  is  said  that  a  gentlemen  has 
had  his  hotise  burned.  Let  faiin  come  here  and 
tell  us  so.  Mr.  G.  entirely  scouted  the  idea  ad- 
▼anced  by  Mr.  Dextbr,  tbat  we  might  inqaire 
into  the  extent  of  the  losaes,  without  a  desion  to 
discharffe  them.  If  yon  do  not  mean  to  indem- 
nify, why  inquire  at  all  ?  He  did  not  object  to 
TcheTing  the  sufferers,  but,  to  erect  a  board  of  in- 
quest, under  Presidential  direction,  was  what  he 
never  would  coosrat  to.  He  again  repeated,  that 
he  did  not  mean  to  dissent  from  the  principle,  but 
from  this  most  exceptionable  of  ail  modes  for  put- 
ting it  into  practice.  Let  people  lay  memorials 
of  tiieir  losses  before  the  House,  which  would  then 
see  distinctly  what  it  was  doing,  and  examine  the 
eridence  on  which  tiie  claim  was  foniided.  He 
wondered  that  none  of  aU  the  speakers  in  the  de- 
Bkte  had  adverted  to  this  distinetion. 

Mr.HiLLaoDsi  diiferedin  every  particular  fnnn 
the  gentleman  who  spoke  last.  If  petitioners  ctHne 
from  ^e  Westward,  they  are  referred  to  a  select 
committee.  They  bring  all  the  evidence  which 
they  can  muster  to  sw3t  their  bill.  The  com- 
mittee have  no  counter-evidence,  as  we  in  this 
Hotise  almost  never  hear  more  than  one  of  the 
parties.  It  is  much  better  to  send  persons  to  the 
spot  who  can  examine  the  subject  on  both  sides, 
which  we  cannot  possibly  do,  and  who  will  be 
responsible  to  this  House  for  their  condnct  The 
whole  aj^amentsaud  ideas  of  Mr.  H.  were  in  direct 
contriadicttoD  to  every  thing  advanced  by  Mr. 
OiLBs.  He  (Mr.  H.)  was  satisfied  that,  before 
we  andtttocA  to  pay  the  Josses  of  the  Western 
people,  it  was  better,  in  the  first  place,  to  know 
the  extent  of  them.  The  leaolotlon  amotmted  to 
nothing  more  than  the  ascertaining  of  this  loss, 
and  Mr.  H.  could  see  many  good  reasons  for  de- 
ferring the  payment  of  a  biU  until  he  knew  the 
sQtn  to  which  it  amounted.  He  could  also  see 
reasons  why  the  mode  recommended  in  the  reso- 
lution was  much  preferable  to  that  of  bringing 
people  so  far  to  the  House.  Commissioners  g<Hng 
to  the  spot  could  make  themselves  perfectly  mas- 
ters of  the  subject ;  whereas,  if  the  parties  come 
here,  the  maUer  will  be  decided  on  or  parte  evi- 
dence, as  it  always  is. 

Mr.  BoDDiHOT  considered  the  resolution  as  too 
loosely  worded.  A  gentleman  who  had  been  on 
the  expedition,  and  who  had  heard  or  read  the  re- 
port, observed  to  him  [Mr.  B.]  Utat  he  hunself 
came  within  the  resolution,  as  he  bad  raffered 
coiwideraUy  in  his  business  by  his  ahsenee. 

Mr.  HiLLHODBB  explained,  that  the  resolution 
extended  only  to  actual  de0tmeti<n.  The  etan- 
nuttee  never  meant  to  compensate  people  for  the 
loss  which  they  had  suffered  by  being  banished. 
He  was  read^,  if  the  House  liked  it  wtter,  to  in- 
sert in  the  first  resolution  the  words  "  property 
actually  destroyed."   This  would  prevent  the  mis- 

giprehension  m  the  gentleman  mcnticHied  by  Mr. 
OUDUIOT. 

The  House  divided  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
QiLBEBT — ayes  38,  noes  83. 
3d  Co>.— 33 


Mr.  HiLi^BouSE  then  moved  to  strike  oat  the 
word  "  in"  from  the  first  resolutitm,  and  put  mto 
its  piece  "  by  the  actual  destmetion  of  their  pro- 
perty. 

Mr.  Madison  apprehended  that  this  amendment 
left  tbe^solttticm  as  bad  as  it  was  before,  if  not 
worse.  A  person  in  the  Western  counties  had 
his  horse  stolen  by  the  insni^ients.  But  this  did 
not  imply  the  absolute  destruction  or  annihilation 
of  the  horse.  The  amendment  meant  either  too 
much  or  too  little.  It  certainly  could  be  no  im- 
provement on  the  resolution. 

AiUr'  some  further  discussion,  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Ana  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the  House 
do  agree  to  the  said  resolotioD,  amended  to  read 
as  f<Mlows : 

**  Seaohed,  Tbat  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  an  «scert«iunent  to  be  made  of 
the  lowss  sDituned  by  the  offioos  of  Oovenunent,  and 
otbm  dtiaeaa,  by  the  actual  dastradion  of  thrir  pnipn- 
ty  (in  ootuequBDce  of  their  exertions  in  mi^wrt  of  the 
hws)  insurgmta  in  the  Western  eoonties  of  Pttm> 
■ylvaniK ;  togethw  with  a  r*Pprt  of  the  putioidu  con* 
dition  of  the  lespactiTe  sunerm,  in  relation  to  thair 
ability  to  prosecute  their  several  claims,  and  leooveT}  at 
law,  Batia&ction  from  the  iosoi^nt  »g^nmm ;" 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  second  resolution  on  the  subject  of  indem- 
nification was  then  taken  up  in  the  House. 

Mr.  BoDoiNOT  moved  the  following  amendato- 
ry addition; 

"To  aid  such  of  the  suSerers  as,  in  his  (the  Preri- 
dent's)  ojanion,  stand  in  need  of  immediate  sMatanoe, 
to  be  accounted  fin*  by  them  in  sndi  manner  m  may 
hereafter  be  directed  by  htw." 

The  amendment  was  carried,  forty-four  gentle- 
men rising. 
The  resolntion,  as  amended,  is  as  follows: 

"  Raohed,  That  the  President  be  authonxed  to  draw 
out  of  the  TreasQiy  of  the  United  States  the  sum  of  . 
dtdlan,  to  be  applied  by  him  to  aid  such  of  the  said  su^ 
feters  as,  in  his  opinion,  stand  in  need  of  immediate  as- 
sistance, to  be  accounted  for  by  diem  in  audi  manner 
as  may  hereafter  be  diiecled  by  law." 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolutions ;  and  that  Mr.  Hillp 
H0D8E,  Mr.  FiNOLEY,  Mr.  LvHAif,  Mr.  Watts, 
and  Mr.  William  Smitb,  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

EXPENSES  OF  THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  next  went  into  consideratitm  (tfdie 
amendments  of  the  Senate  on  the  biU  as  to  dM 
expenses  of  the  MUitia.  l^e  principal  of  these 
was  for  augmenting  the  boonty  on  enlisting. 

This  pnrauced  a  variety  of  remarks  from  seve- 
ral members,  who  agreed  in  condemning  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  as.  to  the  fast  decree,  useless, 
aud  even  pernicious. 

Mr.  Bbattt  obeerved,  that  die  increase  of  boan  - 
ty  always  insured  a  greater  number  of  recmits 
but  then  they  were  of  a  much  worse  description 
than  those  who  aecepteda  lesserbonnty.  In  fact, 
the  large  bounty  is  not  the  mean!)  of  filling  the 
Army.    Thvee-fovrths  of  such  reonnts  run  off 
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whhont  erer  seeing  tbe  oamp.  Etcit  recruiting 
officer  will  tell  tod,  that,  if  he  is  aufiered  to  offer 
a  large  enoogh  bouatf,  he  will  soon  fill  his  cotn- 
paoy.  Bat  then,  though  the  lesser  bounty  gathers 
men  more  slowljr,  thef  are  much  more  lUtely  to 
stay.  With  a  large  bounty,  there  are  ^w»ys  two 
desertions  for  one. 

The  ameadmeatB  were  referred  to  a  select  eom- 
Btttee. 


Monday,  December  32. 

The  House  resdred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  trans- 
fer of  the  stock  standhig  to  the  credit  CKf  certain 
States  J  and,  aAer  scone  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  reported  the  bill  without  amendment 

Ordered^  That  the  said  biU  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

SemUved,  That  a  committee  be  amKunted  to 
in^aire  andreoort  the  meaas  of  |Mronding  for  the 
payment  of  the  third  instalmeDt  due  on  a  Loan 
made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  wad  for 
the  payment  of  any  inatalmests  wiiiefa  may  fall 
due  on  foreign  loans,  in  the  year  one  thousuid 
seven  hiradred  and  ninety-fire. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sedgwick,  Mt.  Gtlbs,  and 
Mr.  Irvine,  be  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to 
the  said  resolution. 

Mr.  Madibow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
ware  committed  the  amendments  ^posed  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate 
the  pay  vf  Ute  nop-comnussioned  offieera,  muei- 
eians,  and  privates  d  the  Militia  of  the  United 
States,  when  called  into  actual  serrice,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  made  a  report;  wiiieh  was -read, 
and  ordered  to  tie  on  the  taole. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  on  the  policy  of  remitting  the 
duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchuidise,  in  cases 
Where  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall 
be  destroyed  by  fire,  or  other  accident. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  Vbna- 
BLE,  Mr.  Scott,  and  Mr.  Claiboriu;. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
tha.t  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  establish  the  office  of  PurTcyor  of  Public 
Supplies  f*  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House.  The  Senate  hare  also  passed  the 
bin,  enti^d  "  An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seren  hundred  and  mnety^re,"  with  semal 
amendments  t  to  which  they  deaire  tin  <»)Beur- 
nnce  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill : 
TWMreupon, 

The  first,  second  and  third  amiendmrats  were, 
OB  the  question  sererally  put  tbereupon,  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  other  aurcndments  proposed 
to  the  said  bill,  be  committed  to  Mr.  Blouht,  Mr. 
7o8TBB,  and  Mr.  Jbrbhiah  Smith. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  An  act 
to  establish  the  office  of  Purreyor  of  Public  Sup- 
pKi^  was  read  twtoe  and  committed. 


The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  ConuQiueettf 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  toamend  theacLo- 
titled  "  An  act  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  ofai- 
turalizatioo."  < 

Mr.  DaxTBR  after  some  obeerrations  oa  tkeia- 
portance  <^  the  sidiject  before  the  Commititt; 
and  expressing  his  disapprobation  of  the  facility 
by  which,  under  the  existing  law,  aliens  mnK- 
quire  citizenship  mored  that  the  term  n  two 
years  in  the  bill  referring  to  the  preriousnsideMt 
should  be  struck  out  and  a  blank  left,  to  be  filM 
up  aUtti  more  mature  cimsideratiM.  Tbisw- 
turn  was  agreed  to.  Another  amendmnit  m 
pnmosed  by  that  gentleman,  refenring  psrtieakiif 
to  tne  mereantileimteigners  who  may  wish  to  k- 
qoire  citizensh^ 

Mr.  Paob  said,  that  he  approred  thedeap<( 
the  morer,  because  he  thought  notfaiag  mored^ 
strable  than  to  aee  good  order,  public  riitoe,  m 
true  m(»ality,  constitntiBg  the  character  of  em- 
zens  of  the  United  States;  for,  without monlitT 
and  indeed  a  general  sense  of  reUgicw,  t  Repoblh 
can  Goremment  cannot  flourish,  nay,  caanotlNj 
exist;  since  without  these,  disorders  will  sbr< 
which  the  strong  arm  of  powerful  Gorera** 
can  alone  correct  or  retriere.  But  he  ahooMT* 
against  the  amendment,  because  he  thougfat,MU 
colleague  [Mr.  Madisoic]  did^  that  it  woiM  k 
attended  with  embarrassments  to  theadmissiav 
the  rights  of  citizenship,  which  good  mea  oo^ 
not  to  hare  thrown  into  their  way ;  and  to* 
too,  for  his  part,  he  thought  might  proreuft^ 
motmtable  obstacles  to  such.  Yet  they 
no  tmpediment  to  the  views  of  bad  men,  w 
as  he  wished  to  exclude  from  citizeasbip,  for  ^ 
best  man  in  the  United  States  might  not  m^^^ 
the  certificate  required  by  the  amendBeot,  if  « 
mored  from  State  to  State,  staying  no  wheieloDf 
enough  to  enable  two  persons  to  swear  tbst  tbej 
had  uiown  him  to  be  of  such  a  character  uin 
require,  and  to  have  supported  it  during  the  lap 
of  time  which  the  ainendmeat  fffescribeB. 
bad  men,  associaiiiu;^  chiefly  with  men  like 
selrei,  regardless  of  oaths,  might  procure  w  * 
quisite  certificate.  He  diidilcedtheameDdoMHa 
aocoOBt  of  its  requiring  an  oatii  at  all 
ed  that  a  Constitution  much  admired, 
such  wfaolesooM  law^  wUl  be  an  indooanw^ 
many  good  men  to  beoome  citizen^  iry 
should  Md  men  came  amoi^  us,  they  inU  m 
disooanteflAnoed  by  the  more  rirmotu  claa  « 
oitizeDs,  and  if  neeesswy  be  puni^ed  by 
He  hoped  that  good  schools  would  soon  be  spK" 
over  all  the  States,  and  henee  that  good  «i>||""[ 
virtue  wUl  be  so  generaUr  diffused  an*"^ 
that  emigrants  wilTbe  unable  to  corrupt 
ners.  Even  at  present,  he  relied  so  moch  oo  JJ 
virtue  and  discernment  of  his  fellow  cituoo^ 
power  of  the  law,  and  the  eaetgy  of  9°".""^ 
as  to  apprehend  no  danger  from  emigttuon  o" 
the  United  States.  Mt.  P.  said,  that  he  ksevVj 
stances  of  difficulties  which  some  wwthy  ^Vl^, 
met  with  in  their  endeavors  to  procoreJoM*^ 
ficates  as  the  amendment  pn^KMed.  He  BMi^ 
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«d  one  clergyman  in  Vi^inia.  Bven  Dr.  Qriffith, 
after  being  nominnted  Bidu^  of  that  8tate,foand 
it  diffieolt  to  procure  from  die  CooTen tint  the  cer* 
tifleate  required  by  the  Bn^^sh  Ivl^ops ;  because, 
though  hundreds  of  other  persons  knew  his  wortby 
character,  a  sufficient  nuinber  of  the  members  <x 
the  Conrentioa  had  not  known  it,  daring  the  term 
specified  in  the  certificate  required. 

Mr.  Dsxtbr'b  motion  was  now  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Giles  then  proposed  an  amendment  the 
object  of  which  was  to  impede  a  return  to  citizen- 
ship of  those  who  should  expatriate  themselres. 
He  i»oposed  that  a  special  law  of  the  State  from 
which  such  penons  should  detach  themselves, 
should  be  requisite  in  order  to  their  being  re-in- 
stated. 

Mr.  Tr&oy,  after  obserring,  that  althoogh'he 
was  not  in  favor  of  a  perpetual  alleg^nce  as  un- 
derstood 'by  the  British  Oorernment,  yet  he  was 
at  <^aion  that  the  return  of  persons  who  should 
expatriate  themselves  ought  to  be  elimed  with 
greater  impediments  than  simj^^jr  a  law  of  a  parti- 
colar  State.  If  the  amendment  is  a  proper  one,  of 
which  he  confessed  he  bad  his  doubts,  he  would 
aiwgest  to  thegentleman  an  addition,  by  making 
a  WW  of  the  General  Government  also  necessary 
in  the  case. 

Mr.  Giles  observed  that  the  object  of  his  mo- 
tMHi  was  not  by  any  means  to  lessen  the  impedi- 
ments in  the  way  of  a  return  to  citizenship,  but 
the  reverse ;  he  shoatd  therefore  agree  to  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut. 
The  rootioD  was  afterwards  coubiiiercd  ia  several 
points  of  view,  as  blending  State  and  Continental 
legislation,  as  interfering  with  the  Legislative 
ripits  of  the  State  by  some,  and  as  operating  in 
tke  same  manner  in  respect  to  the  right  reserved 
bj  the  Constitution  to  the  General  Government, 
which  is  anthwized  to  pass  uniform  laws  of  na- 
turalisation by  others. 

Mr.  Sbugwick  having  stated  that  hi:i  colleague 
had  prepared  a  motion  with  regard  to  the  kind  of 
eridenee  that  an  applicant  should  exhibit  of  the 
goodness  of  his  moral  character  and  of  his  attach- 
ment to  the  Government,  he  requested  Mr. 
GiLBS  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  other,  which  he  did^  and  thereupon, 
Mr.  DaxTBR  moved  that  no  alien  should  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  rights  of  citizenship,  but  on  the  oath 
of  two  credible  witnesses,  that  in  their  opinion  be 
was  of  good  moral  character  and  attached  to  the 
welfare  of  this  country,  which  motion  was  second- 
ed by  Mr.  Sbdgwick,  who  edded  the  following 
oiiserTations : 

He  said,  that  the  subject  under  consideration 
was  certainly  of  great  importance,  and  opened  an 
extensive  field  .01  discussion.  The  present  mo- 
iton,  taken  in  conjunction  with  that  already  adopt- 
ed^ had  for  its  object  to  embarrass  the  facility, 
with  which  aliens  may  be  admitted  to  the  rights  of 
citizenship.  He  would  submit  to  the  considera- 
ttrni  of  the  committee,  some  of  the  leading  idaes, 
which  had  occurred  to  bis  mind  on  this  subject. 

America,  he  said,  if  her  political  institutions 
duraM  cm  experience  be  found  to  be  'wtselv  ad- 
justed, and  «he  shall  improve  her  natural  advwt- 
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tages,  bad  opened  to  her  view  a  more  rich  and 

flraiom  prospect  than  ever  was  presented  to  nan. 
ihe  had  chMea  for  hersdf  a  Government  which 
left  to  the  citizen  as  great  a  portion  of  freedom  as 
was  conastent  with  a  social  compact.  All  be- 
lieved the  preservation  of  this  Government,  in  its 

Enritjr,  indispensable  to  the  continuance  of  oar 
ai^mess.  Tbe  fouodation  on  which  it  rested 
was  general  intelligence  and  public  virtue;  in 
other  words,  wisdom  to  discern,  and  patriotism  to 
pursue  the  general  good.  He  had  pride,  and  he 
gloried  in  it,  in  believing  his  countrymen  more 
wise  and  virtaous  than  any  other  people  on  earth ; 
hence  he  believed  them  better  qualified  to  admiD- 
ister  and  support  a  RepuUican  Government.  This 
character  of  Americans  was  the  result  of  early 
education,  aided  indeed  by  the  discipline  of  the 
Revolution.  In  that  part  of  the  country  wiA 
which  he  was  best  uquainted,  the  education, 
manners,  habits,  and  Institutions,  religious  and 
civil,  were  RepuUican.  Tbe  community  was 
divided  into  e^porations,  in  mauy  respecu  re- 
sembling independent  republics,  of  which  almost 
every  man,  the  qualifications  were  so  small,  was  a 
member.  They  luul  many  important  and  inter- 
esting concerns  to  transact.  They  appointed  their 
executive  (Meets,  enacted  bye  laws,  raised  money 
for  many  purposes  of  use  and  ornament.  Here,  then, 
the  citizens  early  acquired  the  habits  of  temperate 
discussion,  patient  reasoning,  and  a  capacity  of 
enduring  contradictiMi.  Here  the  means  of  edu- 
cation and  instruction  are  instituted  and  maintain- 
ed ;  public  libraries  are  purchased  and  read ; 
these  are  (said  he)  the  proper  schools  for  the  edu- 
cation of  Republican  citizens;  thus  are  to  be 
planted  the  seeds  of  RepuUicanism.  If  you  wiU 
cultivate  the  plants  which  are  to  be  reared  nrom 
these  seeds,  you  will  gather  an  abundant  harvert 
of  long  continued  prosperity. 

Much  information  (he  said)  miriit  be  obtained 
by  the  experience  of  others,  if.  in  despite  of  it,  we 
were  not  determined  to  be  guided  only  by  a  visiou- 
ary  theory.  The  ancient  RepuUics  of  Greece  and 
Rome  (said  he)  see  with  what  jealousy  they 
guarded  the  rights  of  citizenship  against  adaltera- 
tion  by  foreign  mixture.  The  Swiss  nation,  (he 
said,)  in  modem  times,  had  not  been  less  jealoTO 
on  the  same  subject.  Indeed,  no  examine  couM 
be  found,  in  the  history  of  man,  to  authorize  tM 
experiment  which  had  been  made  by  the  United 
States.  It  seemed  to  have  been  adopted  by  uni- 
versal practice  as  a  maxim,  that  the  Republiean 
character  was  no  way  to  be  foimed  bat  w  ewly 
education.  In  some  mstances,  to  form  this  eha- 
raeter,  those  mopeauties  which  are  generally  con- 
sidered as  almost  irresistible,  were  opposed  and 
subdued.  And  shall  we  (he  asked)  alone  adopt 
the  rash  theory,  that  the  subjects  of  all  Govera- 
meots,  Despotic,  Monarchical,  and  Aristocretical, 
are.  as  soon  as  tbey  set  foot  on  Ameri<»u  ground, 
qualified  to  participate  in  administeriuff  the  sover- 
eignty of  our  couotrjr  7  Shall  we  hcSd  the  be- 
nefits of  American  citizenship  so  cheap  as  to  invite, 
nay,  almost  bribe,  the  discontented,  tneaiftbitieai, 
and  the  avaricious  d  every  eoaatry  to  aeoept 
them  9 
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We  bad  (he  said)  od  this  subject  oot  only  ex- 
ample, bot  warning.  Will  gentlemen  (said  Mr. 
S.)  re;oUect  the  rage  of  ages,  which  existed  in 
the  country  from  which  we  came,  between  the 
Saxon,  Danish,  and  Norman  emigrants  and  the 
natives  of  the  country  ?  The  cruelties,  the  op- 
pressions,  the  assassinations,  in  a  word  the  miseries 
to  which  this  gave  birth  1  Perhaps  it  might  be 
aid  that  in  this  iastance  the  emigrants  were  ho»< 
tileinTaden;  but  the  same  events  took  {dace  in 
the  decline  of  the  Roman  empire,  between  the 
naignuits  who  were  invited  to  occupy  the  vacant 
frontieis  and  the  ancient  inhabitants;  although 
the  former  ought  to  have  been  united  to  the  latter 
by  every  princiide  of  affection  and  gratitude.  By 
these  and  almost  an  infinity  of  other  instances,  it 
would  not  be  rash  to  conclude,  that  by  the  unde- 
yiatin^  principles  of  human  nature,  whenever  the 
inhabitants  of  one  country  should  be  permitted  to 
settle  in  another,  by  natiomil  affeclioDs,  an  union 
would  be  formed,  unfriendly  not  only  to  the  an- 
cient inhabitants,  but  also  to  social  order.  Our 
own  experience  was  not,  he  believed,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  general  observation.  Although  this 
reasoning  was  to  his  mind  conclusive  against  a 
oeral  and  indiscriminate  admission  of  aliens  to 
e  rights  of  citizenship^  yet  he  did  not  wish  it 
should  go  to  a  complete  exclusion. 

It  was  said,  in  support  of  what  was  termed  our 
Ubetol  policy,  that  our  country  wanted  commer- 
cial capital;  that  we  had  an  immense  tract  of 
vacuit  territory ;  and  that  we  ought  not,  with  the 
avarice  of  a  miser,  to  engross  to  ourselves  the 
exclusive  enjoyment  of  our  political  treasures. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  said  he  had  never  been  con- 
viaced,  that  we  ought  to  make  so  great  a  sacrifice 
of  principle  lor  the  rapid  accumulation  of  com- 
mercial ca|}ital.  He  had  never  been  convinced, 
that  by  an  improvement  of  our  own  resources,  it 
would  not  accumulate  as  fast  as  might  be  for  the 
Niblic  benefit  We  heard  much  of  equality. 
Property  was  in  some  sense  power ;  and  the  |>ob- 
session  of  immense  property  generated  daring 
ponioDs  which  secn-ned  equality,  and  with  im- 
mtienee  endured  the  restraints  of  equal  laws. 
Property  was  undoubtedly  to  be  protected,  as  the 
only  sure  encouragement  of  industry,  without 
which  we  should  generate  into  savages.  But 
he  had  never  been  convinced  that  the  anxiety 
with  which  we  wished  an  accumulation  of  capital, 
in  the  hands  of  individuals,  was  founded  on  cor- 
rect Republican  reflection.  The  ardent  ambition 
inspired  by  the  possession  of  great  wealth,  and  the 
power  of  gratifying  it.  which  it  conferred,  had  in 
many  instances  disturbed  the  public  peace,  and  io 
not  a  few  destroyed  liberty. 

The  vacant  mnds  which  some  with  so  much 
avidity  wished  to  see  in  the  occupation  of  foreign- 
er%  he  considered  as  the  best  capital  stock  of  the 
future  enjoyment  of  Americans  j  as  an  antidote 
aninst  the  poison  of  luxury ;  as  the  nursery  of 
Twust  and  manly  virtue,  and  as  a  preventive  of 
,a  numerous  class  of  citizens  becommg  indigent, 
and  therefore  dependent.  Whenever  the  time 
should  arrive,  (and  mav  that  period  be  very  dis- 
tant,) when  there  should  no  longer  be  presented  to 
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the  poor  a  decent  competence  and  independeiKt, 
as  the  effect  of  industry  and  economy,  (which 
would  generally  by  the  case  when  lands  were  do 
longer  to  be  obtained,  on  their  present  easy  and 
reasonable  terms,)  then  that  description  of  men, 
now  perhaps  the  most  happy  and  virtuous,  would 
become  miserable  to  themselves  and  a  burdalo 
the  community.  Now  the  man  who  entered  n 
the  stage  of  life,  without  property,  had  a  retioo- 
aUe  assurance,  that  a  few  years  of  indn^f  ud 
economy,  would  give  him  independence,  compe- 
tence, and  respectability.  The  prospect  gave  t^ 
lisb  and  effect  to  his  labors.  He  planted  hinuetf 
on  the  frontiers,  and  cultivated  in  his  posleri^ 
every  useful  and  manly  virtue.  This  was  u 
treasure  and  it  was  a  glorious  one. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  considered  America  as  in  posso- 
sion  of  a  greater  stock  of  enjoyment  than  any  oiber 
people  on  earth.  That  it  was  our  duty  to  biu- 
band  it  with  care;  yet  he  could  not  altogether u- 
clude  such  virtuous  individuals,  as  might  fly  here, 
as  to  an  asylum  against  oppression.  On  toe  ok 
hand,  he  would  not  dissipate  our  treasures  will 
the  tiioughtless  profusion  of  a  prodigal ;  nor  voaU 
he,  on  the  other,  hoard  them,  as  in  the  unfeelmg 
grasp  of  a  miser.  Our  {iorious  &bric  (ssid  he) 
has  been  cemented  by  the  richest  Uood  of  oat 
country,  and  may  it  long  continue  to  shelter  lu 
against  tbe  blasts  of  poverty,  of  anarchy,  snd  of 
tyranny. 

The  present  (Mr.  S.  said)  he  believed  the  motl 
inauspicious  time  for  the  indiscriminate  admissin 
of  aliens  to  the  rights  of  citizenship.  A  war,  tbt 
most  cruel  and  dreadful  which  bad  been  koowD 
for  centuries,  was  now  raging  in  all  those  cosd- 
tries  from  wKich  emigrants  were  to  be  expected- 
The  most  iierce  and  unrelenting  passioas  vere 
engaged  in  a  conflict,  which  shook  to  their  founda- 
tions all  the  ancient  political  structures  in  Europe- 
This  contest  was  supported  on  the  one  handbf 
men  who  believed  personal  political  distioctioiis 
were  necessary  to  the  great  purpose  of  security, 
and  on  the  other  by  those  who  thought  tlttt  tocj^ 
ty  could  be  protected  and  individuals  Kcuied  q 
a  Government  with  departments,  and  mtboiii 
checks ;  neither  embracing  the  prinei|det  estiii- 
lished  here,  where,  without  privil^ed  orders  di*- 
tinct  portions  of  power  were  to  be  deposited  m 
different  hands,  in  such  manner  that  it  wssslmosi 
iinpOEsible  for  the  mind  even  to  conceive  that  the 
dinerent  departments  should  form  an  uoionfor 
any  mischievous  purpose ;  and  altogether  imp*^ 
ble  to  believe  that  without  such  concurrence  eithtf 
alone  should  be  capaUe  of  executing  any  wiciM 
design. 

Could  (be  asked)  any  reasonable  man  helieTt 
that  men  who,  actuated  by  such  passions,  hw 
fought  on  grounds  so  opposite,  auuoet  eqiw- 
ly  distant  from  the  happy  mean  we  had  cv>' 
sen,  would  here  mingle  in  social  affections  with 
each  other,  or  with  us  ?  That  their  passiow 
and  prejudices  would  subside  as  soon  as  they 
should  set  foot  in  America  1  or  that,  P''^^^"^ 
those  passifflis  and  prejudices,  they  were  quwiB^ 
to  make  or  to  be  macte  the  governors  of  Amen* 
cons? 
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He  believed  that  the  amendment  now  proposed 
by  his  coUea^e,  in  eoDjuoetion  with  that  which 
had  already  succeeded,  would  on  the  one  hand 
check  the  admission  of  foreigners  in  such  num- 
hen  as  might  be  dangerous  to  our  political  insti- 
tutions ;  and,  on  the  other,  that  it  would  not  ex- 
clude such  meritorious  iudiTiduals  as  might  be 
willing  to  serve  the  apprenticeship  which  mieht 
qualify  them  to  assume  the  character  and  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  American  citizens. 

He  concluded  by  saying,  that  he  had  always 
been  opposed  to  the  policy  of  the  Oovemment  on 
this  subject;  that  his  opposition  had  not  been 
abated  by  reflection,  bat  increased  by  (he  exbting 
state  of  things  in  Europe. 

The  Committee  now  rose  and  reported  pro- 


Tdesday,  December  23. 

An  engrossed  bill,  authorizing  the  transfer  of 
the  etock  standing  to  the  credit  of  certain  States, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  GRBENDP,from  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  if  any,  or  what,  alterations  ought  to  be 
made  to  the  act,  passed  the  seventh  day  of  Juue, 
<me  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  enti- 
tled "An  act  concerning  invalids,"  made  a  report; 
vhich  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  Committee  of 
^e  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

The  House  next  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Cobb  in  the  Chair,  on  the  petition  of 
Bpaphras  Jones,  merchant,  of  New  York.  This 
petition  respected  a  ship  that  had  not  been  tegis- 
tered  in  due  time,  as  an  American  bottom.  The 
petiti(Hi  prayed  for  the  remission  of  certain  duties 
incurred  in  consequence .  of  this  neglect.  After 
some  discussion,  wherein  Mr.  Pitzsimonb,  Mr. 
'GooDHDE,  Mr.  Swift,  and  Mr.  Gilbert,  spoke, 
the  Committee  rose ;  the  Chairman  refwrted  pro- 
gress, and  asked  leave  to  sit  again.  This  was  ne- 
gatived, and  the  petition  was  referred  back  to  the 
former  committee. 

A  report  was  read,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
edf  as  to  the  distribntion  of  the  laws.  It  was  or^ 
dered  to  he  printed,  and  referred  to  a  Committee 
<tf  the  Whde.  The  committee  recommended  that 
there  should  be  printed  three  thousand  copies, 
comidete  up  to  the  end  of  the  present  session,  of 
the  laws ;  and  an  eijual  number  in  future.  Part 
-were  to  be  printed  in  German.  They  were  all  to 
be  distributed  among  the  several  States.  Every 
ininter  of  a  newspaper  in  the  United  States^  who 
can  prove  that  he  has  printed  the  whole  m  his 
newspaper,  is,  at  the  end  of  each  session,  to  receive 

the  sum  of  dollars  of  compensation.  But 

this  is  not  to  be  given  to  more  than  two  printers 
in  any  one  town. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  were  committed  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  noo- 
commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  priratea,  of 
the  Militia  of  the  tlnited  States,  when  called  into 
actual  service,  and  for  other  pnipoaes;"  where- 
upon, 


Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  Uie 
amendments  proposed  to  be  added  to  Uie  end  of 
the  said  bill,  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  how  far  the  Post  Office  law  has  been  car^ 
ried  into  effect,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  prepare  and  report  a  plan  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  Public  Debt. 

Mr.  SuiTHjof  South  Carolina, began  by  observ- 
ing, that,  havmg  brou^ght  in  the  report  which  was 
under  consideration,  it  might  be  expected  that  he 
should  enter  into  some  details,  explanatory  of  the 
views  of  the  select  committee  in  making  it  The 
subject  was  one  which,  from  its  being  necessarily 
connected  withnumerical  statements  and  dry  calen- 
latioos,  would  be  likely  to  fatigue,  were  it  not  at 
the  same  time  rendered  highly  interesting,  by  its 
immediate  connexion  with  the  ease  and  comforts 
of  our  constituents,  and  the  credit  and  prosperity 
of  our  country.  He  should^  therefore,  with  confi- 
dence, anticipate  the  attention  of  the  Committee, . 
while  he  developed  the  principles  of  the  report, 
and  pointed  out  the  beneficial  consequences  which, 
in  his  estimation,  would  result  from  the  adoption 
of  it. 

A  proper  consideration  of  the  plan  reported 
would  lead  to  the  following  inquiries :  1st.  What 
is  the  actual  amount  of  the  Debt?  2d.  What  ia 
the  actual  state  of  our  revenue  t  3d.  What  wiQ 
probably  be  the  state  of  our  revennes  for  a  series 
of  years  to  come,  excluding  the  casaalty  of  war? 
4th.  Whether  all  the  existing  revenues  ought  to 
be  kept  in  existence  for  a  period  commensurate 
with  the  existence  of  the  Debt,  or,  if  short  of  that 
period,  for  what  length  of  time?  5th.  What  dis- 
position ought  to  be  made  of  any  annual  surplus 
of  revenue  which  may  exist,  after  satisfying  the 
annual  appropriations  for  the  current  expenditures, 
the  interest  of  the  Debt  and  the  sum  annually 
redeemable  t  6th.  Whether  the  sale  of  the  West- 
ern lands  ought  at  this  time  to  be  resorted  to,  as 
an  auxiliary  resource  for  the  reduction  of  the 
Debt? 

1st.  The  actual  amount  of  the  Debt  Mr.  S. 
stated  to  be  as  follows : 

Total  of  nx  per  cent  stock,  when  the 

whole  shaU  be  rabscribed  ■  -  -  937,607,116 
Six  per  cent  stock  standing  to  the  credit 

of  certain  States      ....  8,345,066 


Total  of  deferred  stock  - 
Total  of  three  per  mnts.,  about 

Total  of  Donertic  Debt  - 


$39,90S,m 
14,961,036 
-  SO.000,000 

.  964,063,308 


Of  the  above  sum,  it  was  neoessary  to  remul^ 
that  about  $2,500,000  stiU  remained  m  the  sh^ 
of  registered  and  unsubscribed  Debt,  the  greatest 
part  of  which  it  was  preamnable  would  soon-  b» 
aubseribed;  and  that  the  nm  of  98,266^089  
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«ow  the  property  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  sulijeet, 
neTerthefess,  to  redemption,  on  the  same  terim  as 
the  remainder  of  the  Debt. 

Sneh  being  the  state  of  the  Debt,  and  the  Go- 
ve^meat  having  reserved,  hj  the  law'  which 
modified  it,  a  right  to  redeem  it,  by  payments  not 
exceeding  in  each  year  the  sum  of  eight  dollars 
on  every  liundred  dollars  of  the  six  per  cent,  stock, 
for  principal  and  interest,  it  would  be  seen  that, . 
stating  the  six  per  cents,  at  $29,902,172,  the  two 
per  cent,  on  account  of  principal,  which  the  Go- 
vernment has  the  right  to  pay,  will  be  the  sum  of 
^98,043 ;  which  sum.  witn  the  interest  annually 
liberated  thereby,  wilf  be  sufficient  to  meet  the 
annual  instalments,  according  to  the  right  reserv' 
led,  tmtil  the  year  1^1,  when  the  further  sum  of 
$299,021,  being  the  two  per  cent  on  the  deferred 
Debt,  must  be  provided  for  the  annual  payment 
of  that  two  per  cent.,  besides  the  sum  of  $897,062. 
fis  an  annual  provision  for  the  interest,  which  will 
then  become  payable  thereon.  Some  calculations 
would  be  hereajter  exhibited  to  show  the  opera- 
tion of  these  payments  on  account  of  the  principal 
of  the  Debt,  and  the  length  of  time  reiraisite  for 
the  complete  discharge  of  the  whole  en  the  six 
per  cents,  and  deferred  Debt. 

2d.  The  second  consideration  was,  the  state  of 
our  resources. 

After  a  surrey  of  the  state  of  our  burdens — a 
picture  which,  however  unavoidable,  and  the  ne- 
cessary jnrice  of  our  liberties,  was  still  an  unpleas- 
ant tme — it  must  be  highly  gratifying  to  every 
patriotic  eye,  to  survey  the  interesting  picture 
which  the  present  state  of  oar  revenues  exhibit- 
ed. The  beauty  of  this  picture  was  considerably 
Ikei^tened  by  contrasting  it  with  the  gloomy 
scenes  displayed  in  the  Old  World,  where  the 
great  and  powerful  nations  of  Europe  were  heap- 
ing burden  upon  burden  on  their  distressed  sub- 
.jectSj  and  exnausting  their  resources  and  their 
strength  in  a  conflict  the  most  bloody  and  obsti- 
nate that  history  had  recorded,  while  this  happy 
country,  under  the  auspices  of  peace  and  the 
smiles  of  Providence,  was  increasing  in  its  popu- 
lation, its  commerce,  and  its  strength,  in  a  pro- 
gression which  outran  all  calculation. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1793,  there  existed  a 
surplus  of  revenue  beyond  the  appropriation^  of 
92,487.181. 

At  the  close  of  the  present  year,  1794,  notwith- 
standing the  extraordinary  and  heavy  expenditures 
of  this  year,  for  the  building  of  frigates,  fortifica- 
tions, purchase  of  military  stores,  and  the  expen- 
sive supplies  for  the  Western  Army  under  Gene- 
ral Wayne,  a  surplus  is  stated  of  $842,425. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1795,  the  probable  sur* 
fiM  ia  estimated  at  9700,000 ;  after  discharging 
out  of  the  revenues  of  that  year  the  euormous 
sum  of  $1,123,569,  for  the  expense  of  the  army 
employed  to  suppress  the  rebelli(»i  in  Pennsylva- 
Ala,  in  addition  to  a  heavy  expense  for  the  regular 
military  and  Naval  Establishments,  and  a  further 
•am  for  fortifications. 

While  we  exalt,  said  Mr.  S.,  at  this  flourishing 
Mpeet  of  our  aimn,  oOght  we  to  withhold  our 
Sntitvde  from  iboea  to  whose  steady  policy  and 
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judicious  arrangements  our  country  is  in  qo  smiH 
degree  indebteafor  such  blessings?  HewastuM, 
for  one,  to  avail  himself  of  this  opportuoity,  wUt 
he  gloried,  as  an  American,  in  tne  unparalleU 
prosperity  of  his  country,  to  tender  his  small  trib- 
ute of  approbation  to  those  who  had  contrikuud, 
by  their  firmjiess  and  wisdom,  to  preserve  fix 
peace  of  our  country,  and  to  fill  the  coffers  of  ov  i 
Treasury,  by  an  excellent  system  of  adminidn- 
tion.  To  the  Pbesident,  wnohad,atamostctiti-  , 
cal  period,  by  his  magnanuuous  conduct,  stemmtd  i 
a  torrent  which  was  hurrying  us  away  to  a  de- 
structive war,  and  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Ties- 
sury,  whose  unremitting  and  assiduous  labon  U 
given  energy  and  system  to  the  comidex  u- 
chinery  of  an  extensire  and  intrieate  DepartiiKiot, 
(and  to  whose  fidelity  and  services  a  large  coa- 
mittee  of  this  House  had  borne  testimony  at  the 
last  session.)  hp  felt  that  much  was  due,  aod  tiiiB 
feeling,  he  could  not  on  this  occasiuu  suppress  the 
sentiments  he  had  expressed. 

It  is  evident,  said  Mr.  S.,  from  the  above  rin 
of  our  revenue,  and  the  aoBropriations  to  whiei 
it  is  subject,  that  thexe  will  be  a  surplus  adequate 
to  the  discharge  of  the  instalment  which  die  Go- 
vernment  has  tRe  right  to  redeem  in  theyear  1795. 

3d.  The  next  subject  of  inquiry  is,  whetbo'  tke 
state  of  our  revenues  for  a  series  of  years  will  be 
likelv  to  enable  the  Grovernmeot  to  continue  dw 
regular  and  gradual  discharge  of  the  futue  ii- 
stalments  1 

A  view  of  this  part  of  the  subject  must  exeloic 
altogether  the  idea  of  a  foreica  war,  for  all  miM 
agree  that  such  a  national  cuamity  would  M  the 
same  tijne  dry  up  the  sources  of  some  of  our  b<* 
revenues,  and  divert  others  from  those  cbuMb 
in  which  thev  would,  in  times  of  peace,  flow  for 
the  beneficial  purposes  of  reducing  the  Debt:  a 
war,  while  it  would  necessarily  interrupt  the  psf- 
ment  of  the  existing  Debt,  would  as  certainly  cre- 
ate a  new  one,  proportioned  to  the  oUure  asd 
duration  of  such  war.  Our  calculations  vnaA 
therefore  be  predicated  on  a  state  of  peace,  vi 
God  forbid,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  we  may  ever  have  to 
make  them  on  any  other  hypothesis ! 

The  ^listing  revenues  arise  from  the  fcJlowiaf  i 
sources,  and  are  estimated,  in  round  nuntbosi  ' 
the  following  sums,  viz :  ; 
Impost  and  tonnage      ....  ^jUM^  ^ 

Excise  MO,M* 

Caitiagetu  .      -      -      .  91fi0,0M 
Snuff  and  sugar  tax      -      •  00,000 
Auction  tax  -      -      -  - 
Licenses  for  retailing  wmes,  &C.  100,000 

  aeiww 

Surplus  <)£  dividmd  on  Bank  stock  and 
Post  Office  7O,00« 


The  charges  which  will  probably  exist  for  > 
series  of  years,  may  be  estimated  as  follows,  viz: 

Civil  List,    -  $50«,000 
Interest  on  PoiwgB  and  Do* 

iQMticDebt     -      -      -  3,100,0e« 
Military  EiUMiiiianit^Mtad- 

mg  penskns     •      -      •  1,600,000 


AiAlic  Debt. 
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ITanl  EttohlHbncat,  IxmM- 

iDgpeiMoiu     -  400,000 

Intomt  on  tamponxy  louu   -  100,000 

LighfrjuHue  nirtiMinhBifHitT    •  21,000 


SorpIaB 


6,634,000 
736,000 


$6,360,000 


The  remit  the  above  comparative  view  of 
oor  permanent  reveiHMB  and  exinnditurei^  which 
is  obviously  to  a  certain  extent  conjectural,  ex- 
hilttts  a  EU^ui  of  above  seven  hundred  thou^ud 
dollars,  which  will  fbmish  more  than  the  requi«ite 
sum  for  the  annual  redemption,  until  the  year 
1801,  when,  as  already  shown,  further  aims  wiU 
be  wuited,  to  meet  the  deferred  Debt 

With  respect  to  the  above  ttatemtot  of  our 
revenues  and  expenses,  the  following  observa- 
tions occur :  Ist.  With  respect  to  our  revenuei^ 
The  impost  and  tonnage  are  estimated  to  pro- 
duce the  sum  of  $5,500,000;  but  this  calouhitwn, 
I  understand,  is  bottomed  on  the  imports  of  the 
present  year,  which,  it  has  been  suggested  to  me 
by  persons  of  commercial  knowledge,  greatly  ex- 
ceed the  ordinary  importations,  and  attributa- 
ble to  the  prodi^eoos  emigrations  to  this  country, 
which  are  Ukehr  to  be  dUminiihad  when  peace 
takes  jilace^  and  thoeftne  likely  to  cause  a  di- 
minutuHi  hereafter  of  this  braaeh  of  revenue. 
Should  thb  su^Kieslicu  be  well  foimded,  and  the 
revenue  from  impost  be  reduced,  the  defalcation 
will  be  probably  counteracted  by  a  proportional 
increase  of  the  product  of  the  internal  duties,  some 
of  which  hare  hitherto  yielded  much  less  than 
they  OMgbt  to  have  done,  from  obstructions  which 
are  every  day  lessening,  and  others  are  of  too  re- 
cent a  date  to  furnish  a  guide  to  an  accurate  esti- 
mate of  their  ultimate  product.  We  may  rea- 
sonably ho^  that  the  latter  as  well  as  the  former 
will  ere  long  yield  a  much  larger  sum  than  that 
at  which  they  are  estimated.  2d.  With  respect 
to  the  expenditures :  The  only  prospect  of  a  favor- 
aUe  alteration  in  that  estimate  arises  from  the 
Blilitary  Bstablishmwt,  a  redaction  of  which,  to 
any  c<msiderable  extent,  would  be  a  handsome 
addition  to  the  surplus.  But  this  is  more  to  be 
hoped  than  expected.  The  [nrecarious  sitoadou 
of  our  extensive  frontiers,  will,  for  some  time, 
[weolude  every  rational  expectatlen  of  any  con- 
siderable diminution  of  the  Army ;  and,  even 
shculd  it  take  place,  it  is  not  improbeUe  that  a 
part  of  the  savingB  in  that  respect  may  be  required 
for  Indian  presents,  and  trading  houses,  for  the 
preservation  of  peace.  So  in  regard  to  the  annual 
Naval  Establishment,  which  is  estimated  at  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars;  the  savings  which  a 
reduction  of  that  establishment  would  producer 
would  necessarily  be  diverted  to  the  payment  of 
an  Algerine  tribute.  We  ought  not,  tfierefore,  to 
reckon  on  much  more  than  the  annual  surplus 
above  stated,  for  several  yean  to  eome.  Events 
will  determincL  in  the  year  1801,  when  the  intftrest 
on  the  defened  I^bt  duU  beocnw  pajrabLa,  whe- 
ther any  further  revenues  will  be  then  wanted  for 
that  pnrpBie.  The  next  mbjecC  of  inquiry,  ]*, 


Whether  all  the  preseat  reveum  oo^t  to  be  kept 
in  existence  for  a  period  commensurate  with  the 
Debt,  or,  if  short  of  that  jperiod,  what  cMght  to  be 
the  term  of  their  duration?  On  this  pbint  we 
must  anticipate  a  diversity  of  sentiment  in  the 
Committee.  It  will  probaUy  be  said,  that  as  t^ 
laws  of  last  session,  imposing  -duties  on  certain  in- 
ternal, objects,  were  merely  experimental,  and 
therefore  limited  in  their  dundon  to  the  term  of 
two  years,  it  would  be  inexpedient  at  this  time  to 
forestall  a  judgment  of  their  utility  and  operation, 
and  to  repeal  me  clauses  of  limitation  before  we 
had  an  opptfftonity  of  jn^pn^^  of  their  eAMtta  on 
our  eonstitucati ;  diat  thwe  is  a  prospect  of  the 
revenues  arising  from  impost  ana  tonnage,  and 
from  diatilled  spirits,  being  nercafur  adequate,  by 
their  fnuure  increase,  uid  by  a  probable  raductlon 
of  our  permanent  expenses,  to  a  full  provision  fm 
all  ueeeanry  objects,  without  the  aid  of  these  new 
resouNes;  and  that,at  any  rate,  it  ougfatto  be  left 
to  the  Legi^nire  which  may  exist  at  the  epooh 
when  those  laws  shall  expire,  to  judge  of  tl»  ftt* 
ness  of  a  continuance  of  tnem,  or  «  a  substitutifni 
of  other  taxes,  should  farther  taxes  be  necessary'; 
that  we  should,  at  this  sesnon,  content  ourselves 
with  fuxni^ing  the  means  for  the  instalment  of 
the  ensuing  y,ear,  and  leave  it  to  our  sacccB8(»s,of 
whose  zeal  we  ought  to  entertain  no  doiibts,  to  do 
their  duty,  at  we  diall  have  done  ours. 

To  rmtOTe  the  weight  of  these  objeetions,  two 
pmnts  most  be  investigated;  Ist.  Whether  the 
revenvee  ariaing  from  impost  and  tonnage,  and 
from  distilled  s^ts,  will  alone  be  competent  to 
the  permanent  expenses  of  the  Untm,  and  the 
re^uw  discharge  of  the  Debt?  2d.  WlieAer.ad* 
miuing  the  necessity  of  further  resources,  those 
of  last  session,  arising  from  internal  objects,  are 
not  the  most  likely  to  meet  the  general  approba- 
tion of  the  country  ? 

1st.  Some  remuks  already  made  apply  to  the 
first  point,  and  elucidate  the  inadequacy  of  the 
duties  arising  from  impost  and  toimage,  and  from 
I  distilled  spirits,  to  the  payment  of  oor  annual  ex- 
penses and  the  regular  dischai^  of  the  Debt 
This  point  will  be  more  clearly  ascertained  by 
stating  Uiat  the  aggrtfale  pcodnet  of  those  reve- 
nnes  is  estimated  at  (5^000^000,  whereas  the  per- 
manent expenditures,  and  the  sum  aonuallr  re- 
deemable or  the  Debt,  amount  to  f6J324,000,  leav- 
ing a  deficiency  of  $324,000,  which  must  be  sup- 
pUed  by  other  taxes.  It  must  be  further  observM. 
that  this  statement  does  not  look  beyond  the  ena 
of  the  year  1800,  for  the  year  1801  will  call  for 
much  further  revenues ;  an  annual  provision  m«st 
then  be  made  for  the  interest  on  the  deferred  Debt, 
and  another  provision  for  the  redemption  of  the 
capital ;  the  former,  as  before  stated,  will  require 
the  mm  of  Si897,062,  and  the  latter  the  sum  <^ 
$299,021,  making  together  $1,106,083.  Hence  it 
is  demonstrable  that  there  vnll  be,  without  the  aid 
of  the  new  internal  taxes,  an  annual  deficiency, 
until  the  end  of  the  year  1800,  of  $824,000,  and  an 
annual  deficiency  after  the  year  1800  of  $l,520,08a 

To  these  aatnentie^tatements,  it  is  no  answer 
to  say  that  the  other  rerenoes  may  be  inereasedi 
and  that  tha  peansnentexpciulitDre  'inay  in  fotore 
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feus  Iw  dintinished  to  such  extent,  as  to  obviate  a 
i«ctinence  to  further  aids.  With  an  equal  share 
of  the  prophetic  gift,  I  hare  as  much  right  to  say 
that  the  former  may  be  diminished,  and  the  latter 
may  be  augmented  to  such  extent  as  to  increase 
the  deficiency.  ButeTenadmittinethehypotbesisof 
an  increment  of  revenue  and  a  diminution  of  ex- 
pensCj  IS  there  no  valuable  object  to  which  any 
occasional  surplus  may  be  applied  ?  Would  not 
the  application  of  it  to  the  Smking  Fund  be  at- 
tended with  the  most  advantageousconsequcDCC!^  ? 
Would  not  the  annual  purchase  of  the  Debt  great- 
ly accelerate  the  extinguishment  of  that  curse,  as 
it  haa  been  so  emphatically  called,  that  scourge  of 
natioos,  that  parent  of  excises,  the  horror  of  a  free 
peoide,  that  rallying  point  of  the  factions,  that  vital 
nourishment  of  the  clubs,  the  standard  of  the  an- 
archist, and  bug-bear  of  the  ignorant?  Shall  we 
tiifle  with  such  a  foe,  when  we  have  in  our  hands 
the  means  to  subdue  him  ?  Shall  we  throw  over 
this  monster  only  a  flimsy  net-work  which  he  will 
break  through  in  a  few  years,  when  we  have  the 
power  to  chain  him  down  forever?  Shall  we 
administer  only  tampering  medicines  for  this  great 
State  malady,  as  it  has  been  termed,  when  we  can 
perform  a  radical  cure  1  Shall  we  exhibit  our- 
selves as  State  empirics  playing  mountebank 
tricks  with  this  deep-rooted  distemper,  this  cancer 
on  the  body  politic,  when  we  hold  the  proper  re- 
Biedy  to  extirpate  it  ?  Shall  we  be  mere  dabblers 
in  a  matter  of  so  much  lasting  importance  to  the 
energy  and  prosperity  of  the  nation?  No,  sir,  let 
As  seize  with  ardor  on  this  occasion,  let  us  with 
ariditr  embrace  the  opportunity  which  a  kind 
Proriaence,  and  the  wisdom  of  our  public  admin- 
istratorSj  has  afforded  us,  of  striking  at  the  root  of 
this  national  evil ;  let  us  improve  all  the  means 
which  the  virtuous  acquiescence  of  our  fellow-ci- 
tizens has  set  before  us,  to  liberate  our  country  from 
a  Debt,  which,  though  honorable  in  its  origin,  wise 
in  its  modification,  and  just  in  its  principles,  cramps 
our  natural  energy,  enfeebles  our  means  of  de- 
fence, and  absorcti  those  resources  which,  with 
propo*  ai^lication,  would  render  us  at  all  times  a 
Taluable  ally  and  a  formidable  enemv-  Let,  us 
arail  oarseTves  of  the  present  era  of  peace  and 
proqwrity,  to  lay  a  solid  foundatimi  for  our  future 
gnmdenr.  A  few  years  more  of  such  times,  and 
we  shidl  have  so  far  cut  down  that  Debt,  which 
now  exhausts  one-half  of  our  revenues,  as  to  be 
enabled,  with  the  existing  taxes,  to  equip  a  con- 
siderable fleet,  to  be  fortified  against  any  invasion, 
and  to  have  a  military  strength  which  will  set  at 
defiance  any  nation  which  may  be  so  rash  as  to 
quarrel  with  us.  It  is  therefore  no  less  our  in- 
terest than  our  duty  to  make  at  this  time  a  serious 
and  a  great  efibrt  to  diminish  the  Debt,  and  to  es- 
tablish a  permanent  system  for  that  salutary  ob- 
ject. There  can  be  little  doubt,  that,  in  so  doing, 
we  shall  anticipate  the  sanguine  expectations  and 
cordial  wishes  of  our  feUow-citizens  throughout 
the  Unitm.  The  Pbebidbnt  has  expressed  the 
same  sentiment ;  the  House  indeed,  seemed  to  be 
under  a  similar  impressioB,  when  they  unani- 
mously acceded  to  the  proposition  which  1  had 
the  honor  to  make  at  the  b^inaingctf  the  tession, 


[Dbcbmbbb,  1794. 


and  which  was,  that  "  Further  provision  ou^t  to 
be  made  for  the  reduction  of  the  PuUic  Debt;  and 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  report  a  plan 
for  that  purpose."  The  House,  in  directing  the 
Committee  to  report  a  plan,  undoubtedly  meaal 
something,  not  temporary  and  annual,  but  system- 
atic and  permanent.  A  plan  excludes  the  idea  of 
an  annual  or  biennial  arrangement ;  it  contem- 
plates an  arrangement  unfluctuating  and  dnraUe. 
Any  modification  therefore  of  the  Debt  which 
would  be  exposed  to  change  and  instability,  would 
be  as  repugnant  to  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
House,  as  already  expressed,  as  to  the  wishes  mud 
feelings  of  our  constituents. 

No  further  argument  being,  it  is  presumed,  ne- 
cessary to  evince  the  expediency  of  drawing  into 
our  coffers  other  revenues  than  those  arising  from 
commerce  and  from  distilled  spirits,  I  proceed 
to  the  second  consideration.  2d.  Whether  the 
duties  and  taxes  imposed  at  the  last  session  on 
internal  objects,  be  not  preferable  to  any  others  ? 

Those  duties  and  taxes  are.  on  manufactured 
sugar  and  snuff,  on  carriages,  on  licenses  fot  re- 
tailing wines  and  foreign  spirituous  liquors^  and 
on  sales  at  auction,  the  duration  of  which  is  limit- 
ed to  the  end  of  the  session  of  Congress,  subse- 
quent to  the  month  of  June,  1796.  From  the  va- 
rious objects  of  taxation  which  presented  them- 
selves, these  were  at  the  last  session  selected  by  a 
committee  composed  of  a  member  from  each 
State ;  they  were^  after  a  faU  discussion,  agreed 
to  by  large  majorities  in  both  Houses ;  thej  liaTe 
been  in  operation  many  months,  and  no  complaint 
has  yet  reached  our  ears ;  Congress  have  been  in 
session  near  two  month's,  and  no  petition  has  ap- 
peared against  them,  no  motion  for  the  repeal  of 
any  of  them.  To  these  indirect  evidences  of  their 
propriety,  it  may  be  added,  that  they  carry  with 
them  direct  testimony  of  tneir  merits ;  they  are 
paid  by  those  classes  of  the  community  who  can 
well  afford  it ;  they  are  simple,  easy  and  cheap  in 
their  collection:  tnere  are  no  other  taxes  which 
can  be  recommended  by  so  many  consideratims ; 
they  are  as  popular  as  taxes  can  be ;  were  they 
less  so  than  1  believe  they  are,  the  ap|dicati<m  m 
them  to  so  popular  an  object  will  undoubtedly 
make  them  as  much  so  as  we  can  desire ;  if  there 
should  be  any  sting  in  any  of  them,  the  c<Misidenr 
tion  of  the  good  they  wiU  do,  will  remove  it. 

To  what  other  source  shall  we  apply  ?  The 
impost  is  at, its  nepliuuUra;  this  is  universally 
agreed :  Stretch  the  cord  agam,  and  I  predict  that 
it  will  snap.  The  excise  on  distilled  spirits  is  not 
proposed  to  be  raised  ;  shall  we  lay  a  land  tax? 
Unless  we  wish  to  excite  a  general  clamor  through- 
out this  country,  that  subject  ought  not  to  be  med- 
dled with ;  let  it  remain  as  our  grand  resource  in 
case  of  war,  when  dire  necessity  shall  compel  a 
resort  to  it,  and  when  Americans  will  submit  to  it 
with  cheerfulness. 

Impressed  with  the  solidity  of  these  considera- 
tions, the  Select  Committee  have  recommended  a 
contifiuance  of  these  taxes  to  the  year  IBOl.  Ft 
would  perhaps  have  been  expedient  to  have  pro- 
pMed  a  permanent  appropriation  of  them  nntil 
the  eztingaiBhment  of  the  Debt ;  a  B|nrit  of  coa- 
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ciliatioD  induced  a  compromise,  which  fixed  od 
that  epoch,  when  the  Deferred  Debt  becomes  pay- 
able, and  when  the  Legislature  will  decide  rrom 
the  then  state  ofthin^,  miether  those  or  other  reve- 
nues shall  be  requisite.  Anzioas  as  I  am,  that  no 
difficulties  may  hereaner  interrupt  the  completion 
of  this  desirable  work,  my  own  opinion  is,  that 
these  taxes  shoold  now  be  permanently  apptopri- 
aled  to  the  redemption  of  the  Debt,  not  liable  to 
be  repealed,  unless  others  <^  equal  ralne  shall  be 
nib6titnted.  The  Committee  will  decide  whtiher 
I  am  right  in  this  opinion,  or  whether  their  dura- 
tion ought  to  be  limited  to  a  period  when  they 
will  probably  be  still  more  necessary  than  at  present. 

5th.  As  to  the  disp(»ition  of  any  annual  surplus. 

The  Select  Committee  have  reported  that  the 
surplus  of  revenue  which  may  hereafter  exist,  af- 
ter satisfying  all  legal  appropriations,  ought  to  be 
annually  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  the  Pub- 
lic Debt. 

We  may  entertain  a  reasonable  expectation, 
that,  in  times  of  public  tranquility,  and  without 
the  intervention  of  any  unfortunate  contingency, 
the  existing  revenues  will  in  some  years,  perhaps 
in  every  year,  yield  an  overplus,  after  discharging 
the  cnrrent  demands  and  the  redeemable  part  of 
the  Debt  J  that  overplus  will  be  advantageously 
emi^oyed  in  baying  up  the  Debt.  This  appropria- 
tion inay  be  made  in  two  modes,  either  oy  now 
declaring  by  law  that  such  surplus,  at  the  end  of 
every  year,  shall  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  the 
Debt,  unless  the  same  shall  be  required  for  the  pub- 
lic exigences,  and  be  specially  appropriated  there- 
to by  act  of  Congress,  (of  wbicn  kind  of  appro- 
fviation  there  isa  precedent  in  ourstatute  books,) 
or  by  recommending  it  by  a  resolution  of  this 
House  to  future  Houses,  to  make  such  annual  ap- 
propriations. The  first  mode  appears  the  most 
efficacious  and  systematic. 

With  this  auxiliary  fund,  a  considerable  impres- 
sion on  the  Debt  may  he  anntially  made  by  pur- 
chases ;  already  the  interest  fund,  arising  from  in- 
terett  money  liberated  br  antecedent  purchases 
and  payments  into  the  Treasury,  amounts  to  the 
annual  sum  of 77,164  dollars;  this  fund  being  ap- 
ied,  as  fast  as  it  passes  into  the  hands  of  the 
oramissionerSj  to  further  purchases,  is  annually 
augmenting,  with  all  the  velocity  of  compound 
interest ;  the  accretion  of  the  annual  surplusses 
will  still  add  to  its  celerity ;  the  operation  there- 
fore, of  the  Sinking  Fund,  will  form  a  valuable  aid 
to  toe  redemption  fund.  Both  these  funds  will 
be  annually  performing  their  operations ;  the  re- 
demption fund  will  annually  discharge  that  part 
of  the  principal  of  the  six  per  cents,  redeemable 
by  law,  even  when  the  Debt  is  above  par;  the 
Sinking  Fund  will  buy  it  up  on  beneficial  terms 
when  under  par,  besides  operating  on  the  three 
per  cents  and  deferred. 

6th.  The  lastpointrelateatothe  Western  lands, 
for  the  sale  of  vniich  the  Committee  hare  recom- 
mended a  {vovision  at  the  present  session. 

On  that  subject,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  remark, 
that  much  doubt  is  entertained  by  judieioas  men, 
irhether  this  is  the  proper  season  for  proceeding 
to  the  sale  d  those  fatikds. 
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On  the  one  hand,  it  is  suggested  that  the  pre- 
sent state  of  war  in  that  country  would  either  im- 
pede the  sale  or  render  it  unprofitable;  that  Con- 
gress ought  therefore  to  take  no  steps  in  regard  to 
that  property,  until  a  settled  and  lasting  peace 
shall  nave  been  established.  On  the  other  tiand, 
the  prospect  of  an  approaching  peace  and  the  pre- 
sent rage  for  land  speculation,  seem  to  invite  to 
the  experiment.  If  adventurers  are  disposed  to 
purchase,  notwithstanding  the  war.  on  terms  ad- 
vantageous to  the  United  States,  tnere  appeared 
no  good  reasons  why  the  Oovemment  shtnild  not, 
as  early  as  possiUe,,  arail  itself  of  this  auxiliary 
resource  to  reduce  its  Debt.  The  purchasers  in 
this  case  run  all  risks,  and  take  upon  themselves 
all  hazards;  the  Qovemment  has  no  other  care 
than  either  to  acll  for  ready  money  or  to  have  th« 
contracts  well  secured.  Should  it  be  thought 
however  that  any  sales,  prior  to  a  peace,  will  be 
disadvantageous  to  the  United  States,  it  will  in 
that  case  m  proper  to  introdnce  in  the  bill  a  clause 
declaring  that  the  sales  shall  not  commence  until 
the  Prbbident  shall,  by  proclamation,  have  an- 
nounced a  peace  vrith  the  Indian  tribes.  Mr. 
S.  then  said,  having  thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  touched 
on  the  difierent  points  resulting  firom  the  rcmwt, 
and  on  the  subjects  incident  to  a  due  consiaerap 
tion  of  it,  I  shall  conclude  with  a  few  miscellane- 
ous observations,  not  immediatelr  falling  nndw 
any  of  the  abore  heads.  Thougn  they  will  be 
more  obvious  and  applicable  when  the  details  of 
the  bill  shall  come  under  consideration,  y^  it 
may  not  be  altogether  useless  to  drew  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  to  them  at  this  time. 

1st.  The  first  consideration  which  occurs  as  a 
matter  of  detail,  is  the  doubt  whether  the  payment 
of  two  per  cent,  on  the  principal  of  the  Debt  is  to 
extend  to  that  portion  of  six  per  cent,  stock  which 
has  been  purchased  by  the  Commissioners  of  th« 
Staking  Fund?  It  appears  to  me  expedient  that 
it  shouTd :  in  that  case,  the  amount  so  paici  must 
be  appropriated  to  the  Sinking  Fund;  and  the  in- 
terest liberated  by  each  annuu  payment,  must  go 
to  swell  the  payment  of  the  ensuing  year,  for  it 
will  be  olnerred  that,  according  to  the  right  r^ 
served,  each  anntial  payment  on  account  of  prut- 
cipal,  will  be  larger  than  the  payment  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  by  the  addition  of  the  interest  liber- 
ated in  that  year :  by  the  existing  laws,  the  inter- 
est on  the  Debt  purchased  is  appropriated  to  the 
Sinking  Fund  ;  a  repeal  of  that  appropriation  will 
therefore  be  necessary. 

2d.  The  next  consideration  which  arises  is,  by 
whom  shall  these  payments  of  redemption  be 
made  1  The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
present  themselves  as  the  most  proper  persons. 
The  moneys  requisite  for  the  purpose  will  be 
placed  at  their  disposal,  by  the  proper  officers  of 
the  Treasury.  They  will  keep  two  separate  ac- 
counts, one  relating  to  the  redemption  oi  the  Debt 
by  annual  parments,  the  other  relating  to  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Debt. 

3d.  Some  difficulties  may  be  suggested  on  the 
score  of  the  certificates. 

Are  new  certificates  to  be  issued  at  erery  an- 
nual payment?  Or,  ace  the  payment*  to  be  en- 
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doTsed  or  noted  on  the  certifioatea,  to-  only  enteKd 
en  the  books  of  the  Treasury  ia  each  creditor's 
accouDt  7 

How  is  a  purchaser  to  know  the  value  of  a  cer- 
tificate, and  what  steps  ought  to  be  adopted  in  re- 
lation to  certificates  in  Europe?  It  may  be  expe- 
dicBt  to  Tcfltadiaaretimary  powarintbe  Treasury 
Department,  subject  to  the  contnd  of  the  Prbbi- 
lunr,  to  regnb^  these  details  in  the  nuuiner  most 
•OBTCBient  to  the  creditors,  ccraBistent,  however, 
with  a  due  regard  to  &e  Treasury  arrangements. 

4th.  Another  poiat,  of  no  less  doubt  and  of  e<^ual 
importance  with  the  foregoing,  will  arise,  z.  e, 
whether  the  two  per  cent,  on  account  of  principal 
shall  be  made  (]oarter  yearly,  or  annuaUy ;  this 
doubt  will  require  Legislatire  decision.  The  ad- 
Tantage  of  paying  it  quarterly  will  be,  that  it  will 
^vent  the  coUecticm  of  larM  sums  at  the  end  of 
the  year  in  the  Treasury ;  but,  as  no  interest  in 
that  coAe  will  be  stopped  till  the  end  of  the  year,  ex- 
pediency dictates  tl^t  the  payment  of  the  two 

Sr  cent  should  be  made  at  the  end  ctf  each  year, 
r.  SiirrB  ctuKloded,  with  obsNripg.  that,  from 
die  caleulatioaB  which  he  held  m  his  nimd,  it  ap- 
peared tha^from  the  mm  oprantion  6{  the  Re-; 
demption  Fund,  the  iwesent  six  per  cent  Debt 
would  be  paid  off  in  less  then  23  years,  and  the 
deferred  in  less  thut  29;  there  would  then  remain 
Mly  the  three  per  cent,  and  Foreign  Debt ;  but  the 
eombined  operation  oi  the  Sinking  Fund  would 

Seatly  accelerate  the  discharge  of  ue  whole,  and, 
oulcf  the  L^tslature  think  proper  to  increase  our 
revenues  by  new  taxes,  we  nueht  soon  expect  to 
see  a  e<»iplete  discharge  of  the  Debt.  At  all 
tvttkts,  said  Mr.  S.,  it  will  be  a  consolation  to 
Bs  all  as  we  grow  old,  that  the  older  we  grow  the 
nearer  we  ai^roach  that  happy  period,  when  our 
•Don try,  liberated  from  its  burdens,  shall  rise 
with  a  vigor  ud  elasticity,  which  will  protect  our 
liberties  from  every  extoiial  aggression^  and  pro- 
serve  ttf  us,  and  perpetuate  to  our  posterity,  every 
intemal  Uessing. 

Mr.  NioBOLas,  Mr.  Dbxtbb,  Mr.  Hillboosb, 
and  Mr.  Fitzbimomb,  also  ^ke.  The  Committee 
than  rose,  and  leave  was  granted  for  them  to  sit 
again. 


WEnKEHDiV,  December  24. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  determining  the 
Northern  boundary  of  the  Territory  ceded  to  the 
United  States  b^  the  State  of  North  Carolina; 
and,  after  some  time  epent  therein,  the  Ccomiittee 
tow  and  reported  progress. 

On  the  questtcHi,  that  the  House  will^on  Friday 
next,  a^in  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  said  bill,  it  passed  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

Ordend,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  be  diechaived  from  tlie  fhrther  considera- 
tion of  the  said  bul. 

Mr.  Sedbwick,  from  the  oomouttee  appointed 
to  inquire  and  report  the  means  of  providing  for 
the  vaymeEt  itf  the  third  instalment  due  on  a  Coan 
atBdeof  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  and  for 
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the  payment  of  any  instaknents  which  vaj  bll 
due  on  Foreign  Loans  in  the  year  one  thousuid 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  made  a  repoit; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to 
a  CommiUee  of  the  Whole  House  oa  Friday  aeiL 
The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Conuiit 
tee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  em- 
mittee  apixiinted  to  prepare  and  report  a  plulot 
the  reduction  of  theFubUe  Dd>t;  sAd,  alter  sane 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  sad  r- 
ported  progress. 

Fhtdat,  December  26. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit,  JsRSUua  Wus- 
WORTH,  from  Connecticut,  and  Samuel  Siuth, 
from  Maryland,  appeared,  and  took  their  seau  io 
the  House. 

A  petition  of  William  and  Archibald  H'Keil, 
of  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  rope- 
makers,  was  presented  to  the  House  atui  nu, 
pnying  a  remission  of  the  duties  accroiu  on  i 
quantity  of  hemp  and  yarns  imported  in  tu  bn 
Betsey,  in  the  month  of  November,  1793,  vhiu 
was  consumed  by  fii;e,  together  with  other  pro- 
perty of  the  petitioner,  on  the  30th  day  of  Julf 
last. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  refened  to 
Mr.  V£NABi.s,  Mr.  Scott,  and  Mr.  Ci.AiaoBiiii 
that  they  do  examine  idle  matter  theveol^  aulR- 
port  the  same,  with  their  opuitan  thqwlpol^  to 

the  House. 

Mr.  HiLLBOOBB^  from  the  committee  appointsii 

[jresented  a  bill  for  the  ascertainment  oT  certiio 
osses  of  the  t^ers  of  Government  and  othei 
citizens,  by  the  insurgents  in  the  Western  cotu- 
ties  of  Pennsylvania,  and  providing  some  preaeal 
relief  to  the  sufferers;  which  was  read  twia,u>i 
committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  CmniniUtt  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  report  of  the  cuamittee 
appointed  to  inquire  and  report  the  means  of  pro- 
viding for  the  payment  of  the  third  instalmw 
due  on  a  Loan  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  die  payment  of  any  insubneuu 
which  may  fall  due  on  Foreign  Loans,  in  the  fcu 
1795 }  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Com' 
mittee  rose,  and  reported  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
viz: 

Reiolted,  That  provision  be  made,  by  law,  for 
the  payment  of  any  instalments  of  Foreign  I^a* 
which  may  fall  due  in  the  year  1795;  and  for  the 
paymttat  of  the  third  instalment  due  on  a  Uu 
made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  out 
the  {woceeds  of  a&y  Foreign  Loans  heretoAoe 
made. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pu^ 
soant  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Si» 
wicx,  Mr.  GiLes,  and  Mr.  Ibvinb,  do  prepare  iw 
bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  ^e  Senate  have  disagreed  to  the  ameDdm^' 
of  this  House  to  the  amendment  proposed  by| 
Senate  to  be  added  to  the  end  oC  the  bill,  eniiU» 
"An  act  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  nou'coiiuius- 
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noned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  of  the  Mi- 
litia of  the  United  States,  when  called  into  actual 
serriee,  and  for  other  purposes^"  and  do  insist  on 
thmr  ameDdment  to  the  said  biU.  They  desire  a 
eonfereDce  with  this  Hoase  on  the  subject-matter 
of  the  said  amendment,  and  hare  appointed  ma- 
nagers at  the  same  on  their  part. 
.  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  so  much  of 
the  said  message  as  desires  a  conference  with  this 
House  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  amendments 
depen^og  between  the  two  Houses  to  the  said 
tuD.  Woereupon, 

Ihmhedj  Tltat  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
atid  confereitce^d  that  Mr.  Madibon,  Mr.  Dbar- 
BOBH,  and  Mr.  Datton,  be  appouited  managers  at 
the  same  on  the  part  <h  this  House. 

Mr.  Sbdswice,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  cer- 
Cain  instalments  of  Foreign  Debts,  and  the  third 
instalment  due  on  a  Loan  made  of  the  Bank  <^ 
the  United  States;  wliich  was  reaid  twice,  and 
committed. 

NATURALIZATION  BILL. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Woole  House,  on  the  bill  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to.estaUish  an  aniform 
rule  of  naturalization." 

Mr.  Giu8  proposed  to  amend  the  intended  test 
of  a  eittzoi,  by  adding^  after  "two  witnesses  giv- 
ing evidence  as  to  his  mcmU  character,*'  these 
wmds:  ''attached  to  a  Reniblican  form  ai  Qo- 
Temment."  He  thought  this  test  proper,  to  pre- 
vent Hiose  poisonous  commanicatums  from  Eu- 
rope,  (tf  which  gentlemen  w»e  so  much  afraid. 

Mr.  Dexter  preferred  saying  "attached  to  the 
CtmstitotioQ  of  the  United  States." 

To  this  amendment  Mr.  GiLBe  had  little  or  no 
ejection. 

Mr.  BoDDiNOT  did  not  see  the  use  of  either 
amendment.  It  was  only  giving  unnecessary 
trouble.  The  oath  which  the  person  himself  must 
take,  was  sufficient  for  expressing  his  fidelity  to 
the  Qovemment  of  this  country. 

Mr.  NicHoi^s  considered  both  the  amendment, 
and  the  clause  to  whieh  it  was  annexed,  as  unne- 
cessary; and  even  if  in  themselves  proper,  they 
vere  misplaced.  He  diooght  both  equallr  super- 
floons.  They  should  have  been  inserted  in  the 
oath  of  allegumce  of  the  man  himself. 

Mr.  Dattok  hoped  that  the  whole  clause  would 
be  rejected.  He  should  be  against  it,  unless  the 
nature  of  the  evidence  was  referred  to  a  Court  of 
Justice.  He  foresaw  many  difficulties  arising  to 
poor  men  in  attemptiof  to  get  two  such  witnesses. 
It  might  suit  extremely  well  with  merchants  and 
men  of  large  capital,  who  had,  he  supposed,  been 
alluded  to  the  other  day,  under  the  title  of  merit- 
orious emigrants.  He  was  not  so  anxious  for  them 
as  for  useful  laboring  people,  who,  as  he  thooght, 
woald  be  more  likely  to  do  good.  This  class,  how- 
ever, had  never,  it  was  likely,  troubled  their  heads 
aboot  forms  of  Gtovemment.  He  fbrther  objected 
to  the  amaidment  of  the  gentlemau£rom  Virginia, 
^at  the  word  B«publican  was  entirely  eqniToeal. 
TUs  title  was  assumed  by  many  Govammenta  ia 
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Europe,  wliich  were  upon  principles  entirely  dif- 
ferent from  ours.  Some  of  them,  such  as  Polaikd, 
had  been  Aristocracies  of  the  most  hideous  form. 

Mr.  DErrEB  hoped  that  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Giles  would  not  pass,  \Mi.  Giles  had,  as  before 
noticed,  consented  to  withdraw  it];  not  so  much 
for  the  sake  of  the  principle,  as  of  the  language 
in  which  it  was  expressed.  The  word  Republican 
implied  so  much,  that  nobody  could  tell  where  to 
limit  it.  Why  use  so  hackneyed  a  word?  Many 
call  themselves  Republican,  who,  by  this  word, 
mean,  pulling  down  erery  ortauifthmcnt:  they 
were  mere  Anarchi&ts. 

Mr.  HiLLHousB  WIS  raiiaUy  against  the  clause 
and  amendmeiU.  Mr.  ubttbr  and  Mr.  Gilbs 
previously  declared  themselves  extremely  doubt- 
mi  whether  they  should  even  vote  fcv  the  clause, 
when  amended  m  their  own  way. 

Mr.  Giles  felt  himself  extremely  surprised  to 
hear  it  a^se^ttid  on  the  ftoor  of  Congress,  ttuit  the 
words  "Republican  form  of  Government"  meant 
anything  or  nothing.  He  read  a  jpossage  from  the 
Constitution,  whereby  a  Republican  lorm  of  Go- 
vernment is  guaraatied  to  eacnof  the  United  States 
composing  the  Union-  He  should,  therefore,  hare 
imagined,  that  the  words  were  well  understood 
from  one  end  of  the  Continent  to  the  othet.  He 
did  not  expect  such  criticism.  He  was  ftot  sure 
if  he  should  vote  for  the  clause  at  all;  but  if  he 
did  so,  he  should  wish  the  best  to  be  made  flf  it 
He  then  altered  his  amendment  to  these  vorda: 
"attached  to  the  principles  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States." 

Mr.  Dayton. — With  all  the  ambition  of  that 
gentleman  [Mr.  Giles]  to  be  called  a  Democrat 
both  he  and  Mr.  D.  would  more  properly  be  callea 
Republicans.  He  again  vindicated  his  assertion 
as  to  the  equivocal  meaning  of  the  word.  A  Ve- 
netian or  Genoese  might  come  to  this  country, 
and  take  the  oath  as  proposed,  and  then  excuse 
himself  by  saying,  "it  was  the  Republican  form 
of  my  own  country  which  I  had  in  view."  One 
of  the  best  writers  on  the  British  Constitution  had 
called  that  also  a  Republic. 

Mr.  Madison  was  of  opinion^  that  the  wmd 
was  well  enough  understood  to  signify  a  free  Re- 

firesentative  (£)vferament,  deriving  its  authority 
rom  the  people,  and  calculated  for  their  benefit ; 
and  thus  far  the  amendment  of  his  colleague  was ' 
sufficiently  proper.  Mr.  M.  doubted  whether  he 
himself  should,  however,  vote  for  the  clause,  thus 
amended.  It  would  perhaps  be  very  difliicult  for 
many  citizens  to  find  two  reputable  witnesses, 
who  could  swear  to  the  purity  of  their  principles 
for  three  years  back.  Many  useful  and  virtuous 
members  of  the  community  may  be  thrown  into 
the  greatest  difficulties,  by  such  a  procedure.  In 
three  years  time,  a  pers(m  may  have  shifted  his 
residence  from  one  end  of  the  Continent  to  the 
other.  How  then  was  he  to  find  evidence  o£  his 
behaviour  during  such  a  length  of  time?  But  he 
objected  to  both  amendments  on  a  different  groond. 
It  was  hud  to  make  a  man  swear  that  he  preferred 
the  Conatitutitm  of  the  United  States,  or  to  give 
any  genend  ofanion,  because  he  may,  in  his  own 
prtTate^jndgment,  uink  Monarchy  or  Aristocraay 
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better,  and  yet  be  honestly  determined  to  sopport 
this  GoTemment  as  he  finds  it. 

Mr.  HiLLHouaB  then  prc^Kised  as  an  amend- 
ment, to  insert,  that  "evidence  should  be  produced 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court." 

Mr.  Dextbb  mentioned  the  abuses  that  have 
happened  in  the  present  form  of  admitting  citi- 
zens. He  did  not  comprehend  the  argument  of 
Mr.  Dayton,  that  it  would  be  more  easy  for  a 
rich  than  for  a  poor  man  to  get  eridences  to  swear 
Co  his  baring  resided  in  the  country.  If  he  had 
not,  the  fact  was  of  a  notorious  nature.  It  would 
likewise  be  as  easy  for  a  poor  man,  as  for  a  rich 
one,  to  eet  an  attestation  of  his  character.  The 
point  m  residence  was,  in  itself  but  little.  A  man 
may  have  resided  here  for  a  lonf  time,  and  de- 
frauded the  citizens,  which  would  be  no  recom- 
mendation. 

Several  other  gentlemen  spoke.  The  resolution 
finally  passed. 

The  second  resolution  produced  a  loog  conver- 
sation, in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Mdrray  de- 
clared, that  he  was  quite  indifierent  if  not  fifty 
emigrants  came  into  this  Continent  in  a  year's 
time.  It  would  be  unjust  toJiiDder  them,  but  im- 
pt^tic  to  encourage  them.  He  was  afraid  that, 
coming  from  a  quarter  of  the  world  so  full  of  dis- 
order and  corruption,  they  might  contamiiuite  the 
parity  and  simplicity  of  the  American  character. 

The  Committee  now  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
«gain. 


Monday,  December  29. 

A  petition  of  Nehemiah  Somes,  of  the  town  of 
Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  was  pre- 
«eDted  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  a  remission 
ot  the  duties  accruing  on  a  quantity  of  salt,  which 
he  imported  in  the  ship  George,  from  Lymington, 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  and  was  con- 
sumed, t(^ther  with  the  store-houses  in  which  it 
was  deposited,  by  a  late  fire  in  the  said  town. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Vbnablb,  Mr.  Scott,  and  Mr.  Claiborne; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 
port the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  House. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  manufacturers  of  tobac- 
co, in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  whose  names  are 
thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented  to  the  House 
«nd  read,  praying  a  revision  of  the  excise  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  so  much  of  the  act 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  entitled 
Aji  act  layiog  certain  duties  upon  snuff  and  re- 
fined sugar,"  as  imposes  a  duty  on  manufactured 
tobacco,  may  be  repealed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and 
repcHt  a  plan  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public 
Debt. 

The  Spukbk  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
u  aecooat  of  the  Receipts  and  Ezp«iditares^ 
the  United  States  for  the  year  1793,  and  accom- 
puied  with  an  explanatory  letter  to  him  from  the 


Comptroller  of  the  Treasury;  which  were  tod, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  from  the  committee  appointtd, 
presented  a  bill  making  further  provision  u  eaui 
of  drawbacks;  wbich  was  read  twice,  and  coo- 
nutted. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
prepare  and  report  a  ^lan  for  the  belter  organiz- 
ingj  arming,  and  disciplining,  the  MiUtiiofilie 
United  Stales,  made  a  report;  which  was  rai 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  CoramiHee  of 
the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Madisom,  from  the  managers  appcHBtela 
the  part  of  this  House  to  attend  the  coDiemNt 
with  the  Senate,  oo  the  snlijeetHoaatter  of  tk 
amendments  depending  between  the  two  Houfi 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  pfd 
the  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  udpi- 
vates  of  the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  wfcea 
called  into  actual  service,  and  for  other  purposes,' 
made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  ordeiedH 
lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  How 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment,  db- 
agreed  to  by  this  House,  and  insisted  on  by  tlx 
Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  regahit 
the  pay  of  the  non-£ommissioned  officm,  mjui- 
ciaos,  and  privates,  of  the  Militia  of  the  UnW 
States,  when  called  into  actual  service,  snd  m 
other  purposes;"  and  do  agree  to  the  aau  mm- 
ment,  with  an  amendment  and  modifieatiaiiof  Ik 
same,  agreeably  to  the  report  of  the  Jmnt  Com- 
mittee (tf  Conference. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  respecting  the  frigii« 
authorized  by  the  act  "to  provide  aNavalarmi- 
ment,"  made  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  P«e«" 
DENT  or  TBB  UNITED  States,  cooformabJf  toiw 
resolution  of  the  16th  instant ;  which  wis  reso, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  . 

Mr.  Goodboe,  from  the  committee  appointtd, 
presented  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  several  Kts 
imposing  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merehandis^ 
imported  into  the  United  States;  wtaeh  ww  mi 
twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  BLotnrr,  from  tiie  committee  to  whom  we 
cMnmitted  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Se- 
nate to  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  makingapf'^ 
priations  for  the  support  of  Government,  fi>  die 
year  1795,"  made  a  report.  Whereapon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
said  amendments. 

THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  providing  for  the 
payment  of  certain  instalments  of  Foregin  Del^ 
and  of  the  third  instalment  due  on  a  Loon  na» 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

[A  report  was  read  from  a  committee,  t^'P*^ 
ing  a  demand  made  on  account  of  the  Baak" 
the  United  States.  The  particulars  were  hri«fl 
thiis:  Fifty  thousand  four  hundred  dollars 
longing  to  the  public  were  brought  by  sea  n<i* 
North  Carolina  to  this  city,  and  the  mnk  «  w 
United  States  had  been  employed  by  the  Seed. 
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Ury  of  the  Treasury  to  insure  them.  This  was 
dooe  as  to  the  whole  sum,  excepting  some  hun- 
dreds of  dollars,  and  reasons  were  assigned  why 
the  insurance  could  not  be  immediately  completed. 
In  a  rery  short  time  news  came  that  the  ship  was 
east  away,  and  the  money  thrown  overboard.  The 
qocsticm  now  was —  Who  should  pay  the  smalt  sum 
not  corered  by  the  insurance,  and  the  premium  of 
that  greater  part,  which  was  insured?  The  whole 
demand  was  about  fonrteen  hondred  doUars.  The 
cheers  6f  the  Treasury  considered  the  claim  of 
the  Bank  as  fair,  and  they  accordingly  examined 
and  paid  it:  but,  it  was  next  necessary  to  come 
forward  in  the  House,  and  get  a  particular  act  to 
indenmify  themselves  for  having  done  so.  These 
particulars  are  the  substance  of  a  statement  made 
on  this  subject  to  the  House,  by  Mr.  Grove.] 

Mr.  MAniBON  had  no  objection  to  the  reason- 
ableoess  of  the  claim  j  he  only  apprehended  that 
a  special  appropriation  was  needless. 

Mr.  FiTzsiHONB  said,  there  was  no  doubt  that 
the  thm^  was  not  authorized  by  any  act  already 
made.  The  matter  was  nothing  to  the  Bank,  as 
the  account  had  already  been  settled  by  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Treasury.  He  said  that  the  msurance 
was  HOC  to  bs  got  on  money  at  any  time,  as  being 
liable  to  80  many  accidents.  In  uie  pr^ent  case, 
for  example,  the  underwriters  did  not  believe  that 
the  monejr  was  really  thrown  into  the  sea.  But 
the  Captain  had  gone  through  the  requisite  form- 
alities, and  no  more  was  to  be  got  of  him. 

Mr.  Grove  differed  entirely  both  from  Mr. 
Madison  and  Mr.  FiTzaiMONa,  in  their  opinion 
Uiat  no  law  existed  by  which  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States  was  authorized  to  pay  this  mo- 
ney. Was  he  not  authorized  to  bring  this  money 
from  North  Carolina?  Did  not  this  imply  that 
he  was  warranted  to  be  at  the  expense  of  insuring 
if?  Did  it  not  follow  that  he  must  pay  for  insur- 
ance, as  other  people  did?  And,  as  a  natural  con- 
sequence from  these  premises,  it  followed,  that  if 
by  an  accident  not  imputable  to  him  a  part  of  the 
•am  was  not  covered  by  the  nnderwritera.  the  loss 
must  ultimately  laU  on  the  State.  The  Treasurer 
was  surdy  wananted  to  act  thus,  and  as  surely 
entitled  to  reimbursement  in  the  terms  now  de- 
manded. 

Mr.  Datton  had  once  emidoyed  a  friend  to  in- 
sure property  which  was  coming  by  sea  to  him. 
Had  this  friend  omitted  to  do  so,  he  asked  whether 
he  would  have  had  a  claim,  either  in  law  or  just- 
ice, or  in  any  other  way,  to  make  this  friend  re- 
sponsible for  the  value  of  this  property,  if  it  had 
been  shipwrecked  and  not  insured?  Certainty 
not.  No  more  had  the  Government  any  right  to 
retort  upon  the  Bank,  because  a  part,  though  in- 
deed a  very  smalt  one,  of  this  money,  was  un- 
covered. Mr.  D.  understood  very  well  the  nature 
of  the  doubt  started  by  Mr.  Madison,  and,  as  he 
understood  him,  he  was  of  that  gentleman's  opin- 
If  the  fifty  thousand  debars  had  been  to  come 
from  Carolina  by  hmd,  put  the  case,  that  the  8e- 
cretarv  of  the  Treasury  had  hired  w^ous  to  bring 
it,  and  a  guard  to  protect  it:  After  the  wagons 
and  the  guard  had  been  paid  for  and  diamined, 
will  it  be  said  that  the  House  were  at  liboty  to  re- 
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fuse  reimbursing  what  they  cost?  Thishethou^t 
a  parallel  case. 

Mr.  Bloont,  Mr.  Madison,  and  Mr.  W.  SHrrn, 
spoke  each  a  few  words.  The  House  agreed  to 
the  report  of  the  Select  Ctmunittee. 

NATURALIZATION  BILL. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Woole  House,  on  the  bill  to  amend 
the  act,  entided  "An  act  to  establish  an  uniform 
rule  of  naturalization." 

The  motion  before  the  Committee,  made  by 
Mr.  Venabi^  when  they  broke  off  the  last  discus- 
sion, had  been  to  strike  the  word  "moral"  out  of 
this  amendment:  "good  moral  character."  Theae 
three  words,  altoeeuter,  were  an  addition  of  what 
WHS  to  be  attested  by  the  witnesses  for  a  candidate 
to  admission  as  a  citizen. 

Mr.  Dexter  opened  the  debate  on  the  amend* 
meat  of  Mr.  Vbnable  to  the  amendment,  by  say- 
ing that  he  wished  to  hear  the  reasons  for  it. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  that  he  did  not  make  the 
motion ;  but  his  colleague,  who  had  made  it,  thought, 
that  the  insertion  of  the  word  ''moral"  gave  too 
strict  an  air  to  the  sentence.  This  word  mi^ht  be 
hereafter  implied  to  mean  something  relative  to 
religious  opinions. 

Mr.  Seogwick  remarked,  that  if  no  better  rea- 
son  than  that  advanced  by  Mr.  Nicbolab  couM 
be  given  for  striking  out  the  word  "moral,"  he 
could  not  agree  to  it.  Moral  is  opposed  to  immo- 
ralj  but  has  no  particular  reference  whatever  to 
religion,  or  whether  a  man  believes  imythin^  or 
nothing.  It  has  no  reference  to  religious  opinions. 
We  can  everywhere  tell,  by  the  common  voice  of 
the  World,  whether  a  man  is  moral  or  not  in  his 
lifej  without  difficulty.  In  some  States  of  the 
Union  adultery  is  not  punishable  by  law,  yet  it  is 
everywhere  said  to  be  an  immoral  action.  It  is 
too  nice  to  make  a  distinction  between  a  good 
character  and  a  good  moral  character.  The  word 
good,  itself,  is  very  equivocal  in  its  meaning.  It 
signifies  aof  Uiing,  everything,  or  notliing.  A  good 
companicHi  is  one  thing;  a  good  man,  as  applied  to 
wealth,  conveys  a  different  sense;  and  so  on. 

Mr.  B.  Bodrhb  considered  the  amendment  itself, 
and  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vehable  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  moral,"  as  equally  useless. 

Mr.  McRRAY  hoped  that  the  word  would  not 
be  struck  out.  This  would  be  the  greatest  slander 
ever  cast  upon  the  American  character.  It  would 
excite  the  surprise  of  foreign  nations. 

Mr.  Venable  had  thought  the  wording  of  the 

Shrase  too  strict ;  bat  rather  than  have  any  further 
ispute,  he  withdrew  his  motion  for  striking  out 
the  word  "moral." 
The  clause  was  then  read,  as  amended. 
Mr.  Gilbert  thought  that  the  term  of  residence, 
before  admitting  aliens  ought  to  be  very  much 
longer  than  mentioned  in  the  bill.  The  Chairman 
informed  him  that  the  term  in  die  bill  was  left 
blank. 

Mr.  Sedqwiok  agreed  to  the  idea  of  Mr.  Gil- 
bert. He  wished  that  a  method  could  be  found 
of  permitting  aliens  to  possess  and  truumit  pr^ 
paty,  without^  at  the  same  time,  givii^  them  a 
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^bt  to  vote.  He  did  not  know  if  the  CoDStHn- 
tioa  authorized  &uch  a  thing. 

After  some  further  conversation,  the  clause  pass- 
ed. The  third  resolution  in  the  report  was  then 
tead;  which  was,  that  if  an  American  citizrat  chose 
to  exjiatriate  himself,  he  should  not  be  allowed  to 
enter  into  the  list  of  citizens  again  without  a  spe- 
ekal  act  of  CTongress,  and  of  the  State  from  which 
he  had  gone. 

Mr.  MADISON  did  not  think  that  Congress,  by 
the  Constitution,  had  any  authority  to  readmit 
American  attizens  at  all.  It  was  only  gtaoted  to 
them  to  admit  aliens. 

Mr.  Sbdqwick  was  very  willing,  for  his  part, 
that  citizens  who  had  once  expatriated  themselres 
should  never  be  readmitted  again. 

The  Committee,  on  two  successive  motions  to 
that  effect,  from  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Giles, 
rose.  The  Chairnno  reported  progress,  aiwi  asked 
Icare  to  sit  again,  which  was  gpranted. 


Tdesdat,  December  30. 

An  engrossed  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of 
certain  instalments  of  Foreign  Debts,  and  of  the 
third  instalment  due  on  a  Loan  made  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  jwtition  of  Robert  Crabb,  of  Amelia  town- 
ahi]^  m  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  was  present- 
ed and  read,  praying  that  he  may  be  permitted 
to  fund  a  certificate  for  a  certain  ium  uf  money 
which  he  deposited  in  the  Treasury  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  in  the  month  of  May,  1785,  and  which. 
&om  unavoidable  circumstances,  has  not  been 
funded  within  the  time  prescribed  by  law. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesidbnt  op  the  United  States: 

OentUmm  of  tht  Senate,  and 

of  Me  Umue  of  Repramtatieu : 

I  lay  before  you  s  Report  made  to  me  by  the  Seore- 
taiy  of  Wu,  respecting  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
States.  The  dien'dsn,  ind  the  great  e:qieiues  whieb 
inciiniitlj  uiM  upon  the  firooders,  ue  of  a  nature  and 
magnitude  to  excite  the  most  serious  coosidentionfl. 

I  Ael  a  oonfidenoe  that  Congress  will  devise  such 
ODiutitatioiul  and  efficient  measures,  as  ihaB  be  equal 
to  the  great  oli)ects  of  preserving  our  Treatiee  with  the 
Indian  tribes,  and  oS  affinding  an  adequate  jvotection 
ta  ow  ftoUien* 

G.  WA8HIN0T0N. 
UaiTu  SiATU,  Dteanber  80,  1794. 

The  said  Message  and  report  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  oo  the  taUe. 

The  Hoose  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment and  modification  pnmosed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  amendment  of  this  House,  in  lien  of  their 
amentoent,  dis^eed  to  by  this  House,  and  in- 
sisted on  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  to  regulate  the  par  of  the  non-ooauBissioned 
oOIcera,  mustetans,  and  priTatcs,  of  the  Militia  of 
tiie  United  States,  when  called  into  actual  serriee, 
wd  forAtherparpoeesi"  Whereupon, 
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R€$olved,  That  this  Honse  doth  agree  to  Ihi 
said  amendment  and  modification. 

NATURAUZATION  BILL. 

The  House  again  rewdved  iteelf  into  a  Conaii- 
tee  of  the  Wh(3e  Houae,  on  the  bill  to  anead  iht 
act,  entitled  "An  aet  to  eetaUiah  an  onifotm  nde 
of  naturalization.** 

Mr.  HiLLBOOSB  moved  as  an  ammdmenttoibt 
clause  before  the  Committee,  that  if  any  citizen  cf 
the  United  States,  at  any  time  thereafter,  abodi 
become  a  citizen  or  auhgect  of  any  other  Stale  o 
country,  he  should  not  again  be  admitted  an  Amt- 
ricancitizec.  Thisamendmentgaveriselodebiie. 

Mr.  Mdrrat  hoped  tbe  amendment  would  sik- 
ceed,  and  that  any  citizen  of  the  United  Sum  i 
who,  when  out  of  the  United  States,  elected  to  i 
be  a  subject  of  any  foreign  Power,  should  M  ' 
again  be  permitted  to  the  rights  of  complete  citi-  , 
zenship;  nor  did  be  think  it  necessary  to  decidr 
the  question  which  had  resulted  from  the  ingoi- 
ons  ancnmenta  of  his  friend  from  Massschaieitt, 

Sir.  &ZTER,j  whether  a  man  can  expMMH 
mself  without  the  express  consent  of  me  cot- 
munity  or  nation  of  which  he  ia  a  eltizoi  n  nb- 
jecL  It  was  enough  for  us  to  say,  thu  any  mu 
whodoes  expatriate  himself  from  the  United  Sisici, 
shall  not  again  become  a  citizeD.  He  couid  dm 
agree  with  the  gentlemui  from  MassaehDsetts,  ia 
the  position,  that  a  man  cannot  expatriate  vitk- 
out  the  consent  of  his  country.  The  vacticeaf 
this  country  is  a  direct  confutaticHi  of  this  doc- 
trine; and  it  must  be  admitted,  either  that  thii 
country  baa  trampled  on  the  most  solemn  of  to- 
cial  and  national  rights,  by  its  practice,  or  thai  > 
man  may  leave  hie  country  and  take  on  him  the 
obligations  of  a  new  alliance  in  this  eotmtiy* 
It  seemed  to  him  a  position  as  confomsW*  u 
sound  morals  as  to  political  truth,  that  what  s 
man  has  no  right  to  oner,  anodier  man,  or  sodetf, 
eauiot  rightfully  accept.  He  would  infer,  that 
this  coimtry  had  a  right  to  naturalize  foceignei^ 
because  she  has  naturalized  them;  and  that  iv> 
coimtry,  by  its  laws,  having  accefrtcd  the  aJle- 

Cce  of  an  alien,  the  alien  had  a  right  to  wa 
allegiance.  The  very  proviso  to  naiiwl« 
an  alien,  without  inquiry  as  to  the  consent  of  ^ 
own  country  having  been  previotisly  otttineo, 
seems  to  be  predicated  on  the  principle  for  which 
he  ctmtended — that  a  man  has  the  right  to  ap^ 
triate  himself  without  leave  c^tained:  if  hew 
not,  all  our  laws  of  thb  sort,  by  which  we  ooarctt 
an  alien  into  a  citizen  comjAetely,  murt  be 
knowledged  to  be  a  violation  ttf  the  rights  of  u- 
Uotts.  iuw  far  a  man,  after  baring  heeo  Mtnv 
ized  at  a  period  of  life  when  his  reason  ewfn 
him  to  cbooae.  and  to  enter  into  a  scdann  omp' 
tion,  and  after  he  has  expresslv  entered  iaio  ii| 
has  a  right,  witiiout  the  consent  of  tbe  society, » 
quit  that  society,  might  be  another  questioB.  Af- 
ter a  citizen  throws  off  his  allegiance  to  this^iB' 
xty,  by  leaving  it  and  entering  into  a  new  ow^ 
tion  to  some  other  nation,  though  he  may  hsrei 
r^t  so  to  do,  he  has  no  right  to  retara  toh»» 
lepaaee  here  without  the  oonaent  of  this 
and  it  is  not  a  foeetioa  of  tif^t,  .bat  of  polMfi 
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how  ftr  we  will  leadmit  him  to  citizenship.  When 
he  said  that  the  right  of  disst^Tioi;  allegiance  most 
be  admitted  both  to  give  exercise  to  a  right  and 
to  give  consistency  to  our  principles  and  practice, 
he  did  not  mean  that  a  citizen  could  throw  off  his 
allegiance  in  this  country,  but  that  he  most  com- 
pete the  act  of  dissolution  in  some  other  country. 
Such  a  principle  would  belong  to  the  theory  of 
the  dissoliltion,  rather  than  the  formation  of  a 
civil  society;  hence  appeared  to  him  the  strange 
solecism  of  that  law  of  Virginia  which  prorides 
for  the  throwing  off  allegiance  within  tne  com- 
munity. The  consequences  of  such  a  principle 
are  not  only  destructive  to  the  very  iorro  and 
body  of  ciTii  societyj  but  are  unnatural.  They 
present  a  civilized  being  belonging  to  no  civil  so- 
ciety on  earth;  for,  in  the  intermediate  state  ia 
which  he  stands,  between  the  allegiance  and  coun- 
try he  has  just  disowned,  and  the  all^ianee  and 
country  to  which  he  may  intend  to  p^dge  him- 
self, he  is  in  the  imaginary  state  of  nature,  which 
is,  in  reality,  an  unnatural  state^  for  a  being  whose 
every  facalty  and  quality  constitutes  him  a  moral 
agent,  snrrounded  by  essoitial  relationsj  and,  of 
course,  impel  him  to  discharge  duties  of  a  social 
nature. 

He  wished  this  Government,  while  it  expressly 
adopted  the  right  of  naturalizing  aliens,  to  do  and 
to  say  nothing  that  involved  a  contradiction  be- 
tween its  pnneiples  and  pcnctice..  If  it  accepts 
the  allegiance  of  an  alien,  it  presupposes  that  ue 
alien  hais  the  right  to  tender  his  allegiance;  and 
one  dauae  of  the  bill  ezpresdy  leq^uires  of  the 
alien  an  abjuration  of  his  former  allegiance,  which 
is  certainly  proper.  In  doing  this,  the  ImU  admits, 
aneqaivocally,  the  right  of  subjects  and  citizeBs 
to  expatriate.  The  British  Government,  by  a 
want  of  eonfoonity  between  their'  first  principle, 
as  laid  down  in  their  law  books,  and  the  practice 
of  ParlUment,  have  shown  us  a  singular  mixture 
of  old  principles  which  the  nation  have  outgrown. 
It  is  a  maxim  with  them,  that  allegiance  cannot 
be  dissolved  by  any  change  of  time  or  plaee,  nor 
by  the  oath  of  a  subject  to  any  foreign  Power; 
yet  they  naturalize  by  act  of  Parliament.  They 
accept  what  they  declare  by  their  theory  fif  civil 
law  cannot  be  rightfully  offered:  nay,  for  one 
century  the  throne  of  England  has  presented  Mo- 
narclu  who  were  foreigners.  William  of  Oranee 
was  a  Prince,  bat  he  was  a  subject,  too,  a  fo- 
reign Power;  and  George  the  First  was  a  member 
of  toe  Germanic  body.  There  is  little  daiumr  that 
citizens,  who  ate  worthy  of  being  so,  will  throw 
(MET  their  aHegiance  fironi  the  United  States.  The 
amendment  which  prohibits  their  readmission  to  a 
participation  of  aU  the  rights  erf"  citizenship^U  be 
a  sufficient  penalty,  if  any  be  necenary.  Though 
they  may  have  a  nght  to  expatriate  themselves, 
there  cannot  be  inferred  a  right  of  returning;  for 
every  body  politic  must  have  the  right  of  saying 
upon  what  terms  they  will  accept  any  addition  of 
aliens  to  their  numbers ;  and  the  expatriated  man, 
no  longer  belonging  to  this  society,  and  being  an 
alien,  the  Qovemment  may  choose  whether  he 
ever  shaU  enjoy  its  privileges  again. 

Mr.  Baldwin  expressed  the  strongest  disai^jwo- 


batioa  at  the  idea  oT  expatriatii^  all  those  (rf*  our 
citizens  who  may  Iwve  become  subjects  or  dti- 
zens  of  aaother  country.  Many  of  them  had  been 
made  citizens  without  any  solieitation  of  their 
ovni,  tmd  merely  as  a  mark  bf  esteem  from  the 
Government  under  which  they  lived.  They  had 
no  design  whatever  of  renouncing  their  country. 
Yet' the  House,  all  at  once,  deelai«B  them  incapa- 
ble of  returning  to  their  former  situation. 

The  amendment  was  negatived.  The  Com- 
mittee rose,  the  Cliairmaa  reported  progress,  and 
the  House  adjourned. 

WBDHSBnAY,  December  31. 

Lbmubl  Bbhtoic,  from  South  Carolina,  ap- 
peared and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

The  3pEAUR  hiid  before  thb  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  covering  sondry  peti- 
tioDs ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  SrsAKBK  laid  before  the  Hoiue  a  Report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  state* 
meats  received  since  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
March  last,  in  the  cases  of  claimants  to  be  pkeed 
on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  State^  irho 
have  obtained  certificates  from  the  Judges  «  the 
Circuit  Courts,  signed  as  Cosamissioners,  and 
from  the  Judge  of  the  District  of  Maine;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

NATURALIZATION  BILL. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  miole  House  (m  die  biU  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  estabUA  an  unifoma 
rule  oi  natonlizntioQ.** 

Mr.  W.  Shitb  made  a  motion  for  strikii^ont 
the  clause  under  consideration  altogether,  and 
leaving  exactly  as  it  now  stands  the  law  r^;ard- 
ing  citizens  of  America,  who  became  citizens  of 
other  eonntries.   This  was  rejeeted. 

After  some  further  discussion,  Mr.  Qihxa  pro- 
posed a  new  clause,  which  was  in  substance,  that 
all  such  aliens,  vrho  had  borne  any  hereditary 
titles,  or  titles  of  nobility  in  other  countries, 
should  make  a  renunciation  of  such  titles  before 
they  can  enjoy  any  right  of  citizenship.  This 
renunciation  is  to  be  made  in  the  Court  where 
they  lay  claim  to  a  right  of  citizen^ip.  Mr. 
said,  if  we  did  anything  to  prevent  an  impropar 
mtxtore  of  foreigners  with  the  Americans,  this 
measnre  seemed  to  him  one  ^t  mic^t  be  usefld. 

Mr.  W.  Sbiitb  was  entirdy  opposed  to  the  mo> 
tion.  An  attempt  of  ^  kindliad  been  made 
some  years  ago  in  Hie  Legislature  of  one  of  the 
States,  but  dropped  ajnun  as  having  been  seen  to  be 
improper.  The  mind  of  the  pubbc  is  completely 
guarded  against  the  introduction  titles,  and 
Aey  will  never  be  current  here.  Ton  caraMt 
hinder  a  man  from  calling  anodier  a  Tiaooont. 
Tou  cannot  declare  this  a  crime. 

Mr.  S.  doubted  whether  the  House  had,  by  the 
Constitution,  any  right  of  making  inch  a  law. 
They  were  directed  not  to  grant  any  titles,  brt 
their  authority  ffid  not  extend  to  the  caking  mmf 
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of  tides  fr<»a  persons  who  were  not  bom  in  the 
country.  The  Marquis  de  Lafatette  has  been 
distinfiruished  all  over  the  Continent  by  the  title 
of  Marquis.  Mr.  S.  hoped  that  he  would  one 
day  be  again  in  America,  and  then  he  would  very 
likely  be  called  Marquis  again.  By  this  law  it 
would  be  illegal.  The  member  then  went  into  a 
lonj;  detail  on  English  nobility,  and  explained  the 
difference  between  several  kbds  of  titles. 

Mr.  Giles  did  nor  think  his  motion  positively 
oeceseary,  but  it  might  be  useful..  It  seemed  to 
be  a  growing  practice  with  some  gentlemen  in 
the  House  to  treat  the  most  serious  subjects  with 
ridicule.  He,  for  his  own  part,  considered  this 
conduct  u  highly  improper. 

Mr.  Dbxteb  was  aa  averse  to  titles  as  any  man 
in  the  House,  but  he  did  not  like  to  make  taws 
against  them.  Aa  alien  mk^t  as  well  be  obliged 
Co  make  a  renunciation  oi  his  connexions  with 
the  Jacobin  club.  The  one  was  fully  as  abhor- 
rent to  the  Constitution  as  the  other. 

Mr.  Paob  highly  recommended  the  motion  of  his 
colleague.  He  mentioned  a  particular  occasion  at 
New  York,  where  the  word  honorable  had  been  ap- 
I^ed  in  Congress  to  a  particular  body.  He  had 
proposed  to  strike  out  thb  word  honorable.  He 
was  ridiculed,  but  he  stood  to  his  point,  and  car- 
ried it  by  a  great  majority.  If  the  Marquis  La- 
FATBTTB  ms  to  retum  to  America^  he  would  be- 
have with  the  frank  manners  which  became  a 
Republican.  The  case  might  be  very  different 
with  a  British  Peer  with  his  star  and  garter,  and 
other  baubles  of  that  sort.  If  he  were  called  My 
Lord  Duke,  or  My  Lord,  or  any  other  of  these 
foolish  names,  it  might  tickle  the  ears  of  some 
people,  and  make  them  like  the  custom. 

Mr.  QiLEs,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Dexter,  said,  that  if 
a  thing  be  implied  in  the  Constitution,  where  is 
the  harm  of  expressing  it  ?  This  is  said  to  be 
implied  in  the  Constitution,  and  therefore  it  is 
needless  to  express  it.  Now  this  was  one  of  the 
very  best  arguments  which  could  be  thought  of 
in  favor  ot  the  motion.  At  the  time  when  the 
CoDstitution  was  made,  nobody  could  foresee  the 
■trange  turn  which  afiairs  have  taken,  or  that 
there  might  be  a  danger  from  an  inundation  of 
tided  Aigitives.  Ind^,  if  no  better  reasoning 
eoold  he  adduced  against  hb  motion  than  that 
employed  by  the  genUeman  from  Soudi  Carolina, 
he  was  not  likely  to  think  the  worse  of  it.  That 
g^deman  had  objected  to  the  adoption  of  the  mo- 
tion because  it  agrees  with  the  public  mind.  He 
says  that  the  dispositions  of  the  people  will  of 
themselves  be  sufficient  to  exclude  the  use  of 
UUes.  _  It  was  certainly  no  reason  against  making 
a  law  in  Congress,  that  it  would  exactly  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  people.  The  motion  might  be  use- 
ful. Mr.  G.  hop«l  that  it  would  pess.  Foreign- 
ers coming  here  with  titles  never  will  voluntarily 
renounce  tbem.  Mr.  G.  reminded  the  House  that 
hii  proposal  went  only  to  the  renunciation  of 
tides,  when  the  party  cfmcemed  wanted  to  be- 
eome  a  cidzen. 

Mr.  W.  Shitb  said,  that  the  fact  was  against 
the  gendeman.  Fcmigners  coming  to  this  conn- 
try  had  reiKmu«d  dwi(  ddes,  and  called  them- 
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selves  only  by  their  j^in  names. '  Why  might 
there  not  be  an  tnterdiction  against  persons  coo- 
nected  with  the  Jacobin  club?  Why  not  fotbU 
the  wearing  of  certain  badges  of  distmctini  nscd 
by  Jacobins? 

Mr.  Madibon  approved  of  the  motion.  He  re- 
garded it  as  exactly  to  the  business  in  band,  to 
exclude  all  persons  from  citizenship  who  vooU 
not  renounce  forever  their  connexion  'with  titks 
of  nobility.  The  propriety  of  the  thing  vooM 
be  illustrated  by  this  reflection,  that  if  any  tiikd 
Orders  bad  existed  in  America  before  the  Revolit- 
tion,  they  would  in&llibly  have  be»  abotiiW 
by  it. 

Mr.  Giles  said,  that  the  debiue  had  trnid 
upon  these  people  called  Jacobins.  Both  tbac 
and  the  persons  with  titles  were  dangerotv  to  ibe 
country.  Some  of  the  former  part  of  the  r^ 
lations  in  this  proposed  act  had  an  eye  to  diem. 
He  would  have  more  faith  in  an  individual  wlio 
came  forward  in  an  open  Court  and  renouncai 
his  connexions  with  uohility.  He  was  willing  ta 
withdraw  for  the  present  his  motion. 

The  Committee  went  through  the  bill  and  rost 
and  the  Chairman  reported  it  with  the  ameod- 
ments. 


Tbdrsoat,  January  1,  1795. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  two  letten, 
one  from  Uriah  FoBBEaT,oneof  themembersfv 
the  State  of  Maryland,  dated  the  twenty-^Mrti 
ultimo,  stating  the  elecdtm  of  Benjamin  Ekiwaids, 
as  a  member  of  this  House,  in  Jus  stead,  he  b^ 
ing  resigned  to  the  Executive  of  the  said  Stile 
01  Maryland  j  the  other,  from  John  Kilty,  Clerk 
of  the  CouneU  of  the  said  State,  dated  the  twenty- 
seventh  ultimo,  addressed  to  the  said  Beajsmu 
Edwards,  informing  him  that  an  attested  certifi- 
cate of  his  election  as  a  Representative  fbr  the 
said  State,  in  the  room  of  the  said  Uriah  Forrest, 
had,  by  order  of  the  Council  of  the  said  Sttt^ 
been  transmitted  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Home  a 
Representadves ;  which  letters  were  read,uid 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  El«- 
tions,  with  instruction  to  withdraw,  and  report 
presently  thereon. 

Mr.  Dayton,  from  the  Committee  of  Eleetio^ 
to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  Onw 
Forrest  and  John  Kilty,  Clerk  of  the  CouBcfl^ 
the  State  (^Maryland,  made  a  report;  lAin 
was  read,  and  wdered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

GOVERNMENT  8ALARIE& 
Mr.  Claibobnb  said,  that  he  had  toog  waited 
for  some  other  gendeman  to  bring  forward  !« 
very  important  proposiuon  which  at  length  de- 
volved upon  his  hands.  He  was  not  unapprisn 
that  it  would  draw  down  upon  him  the  coDteaiA 
and  perhaps  the  calumny  too,  of  many.  Bat  t« 
consolation  of  having  honestly  done  his  duty, 
what  the  interest  of  his  country  deoiudH; 
buoyed  him  above  a  sordid  concern  for  the  xo^ 
cious  rei«oaches  of  those  whose  private  and  per- 
sonal interests  alone  were  affected  by  his  propca- 
don,  and  from  whom  alone  he  might  exgeA  to  w 
attacked.  A  thorough  conviction  cS  the  ptof*- 
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ty  of  it  would  be  a  suffieteut  salvo  for  even  a  dis- 
appointment, and  would  enable  him  to  meet,  with 
eompo«nre  and  firmness,  all  the  heavy  artillery  of 
oratory  that  might  be  levelled  against  him.  This 
proposition  was  intended  to  redress  the  greatest 
ana  best  founded  complaints  against  the  Govern- 
ment, viz :  exorbitant  salaries  to  Congress,  and 
the  Executive  officers  of  Government.  He  was 
more  anxious  about  the  success  of  this  proposi- 
tion than  about  any  sentiments  which  might  be 
entertained  respecting  the  motives  Uiat  had 
brought  it  forward,  for  it  was  reduced  almost  to 
a  system  to  suspect  gentlemen  of  sinister  views, 
who  advance  propositions  respecting  pecuniary 
matters.  Those  who  share  the  honors  must  be 
content  to  share  the  hardships  of  war.  With 

.    these  impressions,  he  begged  leave  to  lay  the  fol- 

;  lowing  motion  on  the  table.  He  had  intended 
that  It  should  he  more  comprehensive,  but  his 

^    hands  were  tied  by  the  Constitution. 

"  Re»ohed,  That  a  committee  oaght  to  be  appomted 
to  bring  in  a  biD,  or  UUs,  to  amend  the  act  entiUed  an 
act  for  establishing  the  salaries  of  the  Gxecative  officers 
of  GovemmMit,  and  their  ossistcuitA  and  clerks;  and 

'  an  act  for  allowing  compenaation  to  the  memben  of 
the  SMMteand  HoQseof  RMoemtativeaof  United 
States,  and  to  the  officers  of  both  Hotum,  and  to  re- 
duce all  aodi  nlazie^  s%  in  ttu  tq^inim  of  the  said 

I   oniunittee,wiO  bear  redncbig." 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

NATURALIZATION  BILL. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  yesterday  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  to  the  bill  to  amend  the  act, 
entitled  '*  An  act  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of 
naturalization." 

Several  f^ntlemeu  spoke  on  this  subject.  As 
to  the  grantioff  of  privileges  to  aliens.  Mr.  Ma.di- 
BON  remarked,  that  there  was  no  class  of  emi- 
I  grants  from  whom  so  much  was  to  be  appre- 
I  hended  as  those  who  should  obtain  property  in 
shipping.    Much  greater  mischief  was  to  be 
:  feared  from  them  than  from  any  influence  in 
>  Totes  at  an  election.    If  he  were  diqtosed  to 
make  any  distinction  of  one  class  of  emigrants 
more  than  another,  as  to  the  length  of  tinubefore 
they  yhould  he  admitted  citizens,  it  wtmtd  be  as 
to  the  mercantile  peoj^e — as  these  persons  may, 
:  by  possessing  themselves  of  American  ship- 
ping and  seamen,  be  enabled  clandestinely  to 
mvor  such  partiottiar  nations  in  the  way  of  trade 
as  they  may  think  proper. 

The  House  went  through  the  report  of  the 
Committee,  and  agreed  to  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Giles  then  rose  to  make  his  promised  mo- 
tion ax  to  the  exclusion  of  any  foreign  emigrant 
from  citizenship  who  had  borne  a  title  of  nobility 
in  Europe  till  he  had  fcnmally  renounced  it.  He 
proceeded  to  observe  that,  agreeably  to  the  spirit 
of  the  Constitution,  we  ought  to  hav^the  strong- 
est possible  evidence  that  people  of  this  descrip- 
tion hare  reuoonced  all  pretence  to  a  right  of  this 
nature,  before  we  admit  them  into  the  bosom  of 
society.  Moderation  had  been  reeommended. 
He  requested  gentlemen  to  observe  that  he  con- 
3cl  Con.— 34 


ducted  his  motion  on  the  strictest  principles  of 
modeVatioD.  He  had,  in  a  former  part  of  this  bill, 
voted  for  some  clauses  which  were  intended  to 
guard  the  Grovernment  against  any  disturbance 
from  the  people  called  Jacobins,  when  their  prin- 
ciples should  run  to  a  dangerous  and  seditions 
extreme.  The  same  spirit  of  candor  and  moder- 
ation which  had  induced  him  to  vote  for  a  pre- 
caution against  the  attempts  of  the  one  party,  now 
led  him  to  propose  a  precaution  against  the  pre- 
judices of  the  dristocratS]  whidi  were,  upon  the 
whole^  more  hostile  to  the  spirit  c£  the  American 
Constitution  than  those  of  their  antagonists.  He 
also  requested  gentlemen  to  observe  tnat  his  pres- 
ent motion  went  not  to  the  invasion  of  any  posi- 
tive right.  It  left  the  individual  exactly  where  it 
found  him,  unless  he  aspired  to  fae  an  American 
citizen.  Otherwise,  be  might  retain  his  titles  un- 
disturbed as  long  as  ne  pleased.  But  if  he  wanted 
any  promotion  of  a  civil  nature  in  thi»  country, 
he  must  rise  to  it  by  conformirig  exactly  to  the 
rules  laid  down  by  the  Constitution  itself.  That 
code  had  declared  no  titled  character  admissible 
to  any  civil  rank.  It  was  not  to  be'supposed  that 
people  born  and  nurtured  in  the  lap  of  aristocracy 
would  heartily  renounce  their  titles,  and  become 
all  at  once  sincere  Republicans.  It  was  therefore 
highly  improper  that  such  pe<^le  should  be  ad- 
mitted. If  we  are  allowed  to  anticipate  proba- 
bilities, it  seems  highly  probable  that  we  shall 
soon  have  a  great  number  of  this  hind  of  persons 
here.  A  revolution  is  now  going  onward,  to 
which  there  is  nothing  similar  in  history.  A 
large  portion  of  Europe  has  already  declared 
against  titles,  and  where  the  innovations  are  to 
stop,  no  man  can  pre^me  to  guess.  There  is  at 
present  no  law  in  the  United  States  by  which  a 
foreigner  can  be  hindered  from  voting  at  elec- 
tions, or  even  from  coming  into  this  House;  and 
if  a  great  number  of  these  fugitive  nobility  come 
over,  they  may  soon  acijuire  considerable  in- 
fluence. The  tone  of  thinking  may  insensibly 
change  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  and  no  pa- 
sou  can  say  how  far  such  a  matter  may  siHread. 
AfWr  these,  and  other  pre&tory  remarks.  Mr. 
read  a  resolution,  which  was  in  effect  as  follows : 

"  And  in  case  any  alien  applying  for  admisrion  to 
citizendup  of  the  United  States,  shall  have  borne  any 
title  or  order  of  nobili^  in  uiy  ]Qngd(«i  or  State 
from  whence  he  may  come,  he  most  renoonce  all  pre- 
tensions to  his  title  beforo  die  Cotut  in  which  soeh  wp- 
phcation  shall  be  maAe;  and  thia  tennnciatkm  most 
be  registered  in  the  said  Conit." 

Mr.  G.  ubserved  that  previous  to  the  late  Revo- 
lution  the  French  nobility  were,  by  the  lowest 
calculation,  rated  at  twenty  thousand ;  and  as  we 
may  conclude  on  France  being  successful,  a  great 
proportion  of  these  people  may  be  finally  ex* 
pected  here. 

Mr.  Dexter  declared  that  he  was  not  very 
anxious  against  the  resolution.  He.  however,  on- 
posed  it.  He  imagined  that,  by  the  same  mooe 
of  reastHiiog,  we  might  hinder  his  Holiness  the 
Pope  from  coming  into  this  country.  He  entered 
at  some  length  into  the  ridicule  of  certain  tenets 
in  the  Ronuin  Cathdio  religion,  and  said  that 
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piiestcraft  had  done  more  mischief  than  an»- 

tocracy. 

Mr.  Madison  said  that  the  qoestioa  was  not 
perhaps  so  importaDt  as  some  gentlemen  sup- 
posed j  nor  CH  so  little  consequence  as  others 
seem  to  think  it.  It  is  very  probable  that  the 
sidrit  of  Republicanism  will  pervade  a  great  part 
or  Europe.  It  is  hard  to  guess  what  numbers  of 
titled  characters  may,  by  such  an  event,  be  thrown 
out  of  that  part  of  the  world.  What  can  be 
m6re  reasonable  than  that  when  crowds  of  them 
come  here,  they  should  be  forced  to  renounce 
everything  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. He  did  not  approve  the  ridicule  attempted 
to  be  thrown  out  on  the  Roman  Catholics.  In 
their  religion  there  was  nothiog  inconsistent  with 
the  purest  Republicanism.  In  Switzerland  about 
one-naif  of  the  Cantons  were  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  persuasion.  Some  of  the  mostDemo- 
cratical  Cantons  were  so  j  Cantons  where  every 
man  gave  his  vote  for  a  Representative.  Ameri- 
cans had  DO  right  to  ridicule  Ca^olics.  They 
had,  many  of  them,  proved  good  citizens  during 
the  Revolution.  As  to  hereditary  titles,  they 
were  proscribed  by  the  Constitution.  He  would 
not  wuh  to  have  a  citizen  who  refhsed  such  an 
oath. 

Mr.  Page  was  for  the  motion  of  his  colleague. 
It  did  not  become  that  House  to  be  afraid  of  in- 
troducing Democratical  fwinciples.    Titles  oidy 

E've  a  particular  class  of  men  a  right  to  be  inso- 
Dt,  and  another  class  a  pretence  tu  be  mean  and 
cringing.  The  principle  will  come  in  by  degrees, 
and  produce  mischieTous  effects  here  as  well  as 
elsewhere.  If  sucli  men  do  come  here,  nothing 
can  be  more  grateful  to  a  Republican  than  to  see 
them  renounce  their  titles,  llits  does  not  amount 
to  any  demand  of  making  them  renounce  their 
principles.  If  they  do  not  aspire  to  be  citizens, 
they  may  assume  as  many  titles  as  they  think  fit 
Equality  is  the  ba«s  of  good  order  and  society, 
whereas  titles  turn  everything  wrong.  Mr.  P. 
said  that  a  scavenger  was  as  necessarr  to  the 


tunities  of  being  insolent.  He  did  not  w«Bt  to 
see  a  Duke  come  here,  and  eontest  an  deetioik  for 
Ccmgress  with  a  citizen. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  was  really  at  a  loss  to  see  what 
end  this  motion  could  answer.  He  agreed  with 
the  aEguments  of  Mr.  Gilbb.  But  the  point  in 
view  was  explicitl)r  provided  for  already.  By 
taking  an  oath  of  citizenship,  the  individual  not 
only  renounces,  but  solemnly  abjures  nobility. 
The  title  is  destroyed  when  the  allegiance  is 
broken  by  his  oath  beioff  taken  to  this  Groveio- 
ment.  This  abjuration  has  destroyed  all  connex* 
ion  with  the  cdd  Government.  Why  then  pro- 
vide for  it  a  second  time? 

Mr.  Giles  said,  that  by  admitting  a  thing  to 
have  been  once  done,  it  was  admitted  that  it 
might  be  done  again.  If  it  had  been  right  to  do 
it  once,  there  could  be  no  barm  in  repeating  it. 
The  member  then  quoted  Mr.  Dextbh,  who  rose 
uid  declared  that  toe  geatlemaa  hAii.iiUKUiule> 


stood  him.  He  spoke  ibr  some  time,  and  lAn 

he  sat  down — 

Mr.  Giles  declared  himsdf  inc^ble  of  com- 
prehending whether  Mr.  Dbztbr  was  for  \mx» 
tioD  or  against  it.  He  therrfore  noceeded  to» 

ey  to  Mr.  Sgdqwice,  whose  chief  argomcnl  lull 
len  that  the  thing  was  jwovided  for  thmh. 
He  did  not  suppose  diat  this  jgrentleman  tow 
allege  the  matter  to  be  explicitly  provided  fbi. 
It  only  could  be  so  by  implication;  which  mi 
very  bad  way  of  making  a  law,  because  it  jt>n 
room  for  endless  disputes.  If  the  thiag  is  a  ^ 
self  right,  why  refuse  to  vote  directly  fn  iit 
Why  leave  it  only  to  be  imi^ied?  He  widcdto 
let  foreigners  know  expressly  the  nound  upi 
which  tney  stood.  Why  not  tell  them  atosct. 
and  in  plain  English,  you  must  renounce 
titles  before  you  can  have  the  privileges  of  u 
American  citizen?  Mr.  G.  pressed  home  thisito 
more  than  once.  He  meant  no  act  of  inhoip- 
taUty  to  these  emigrants.  He  would  dejmTetbea 
of  no  right,  nor  do  anythiag  tmkind  tt»  tk» 
But  he  was  entitled  by  the  spirit  ctf  the  Coulifr 
tion  to  withhold  this  li^t  froa  then  till  tlwT 
renotmced  all  hereditary  tUlea.  This  was  m» 
civility.  He  concluded,  by  deokring  that  k 
would,  if  supported,  call  for  the  yeas  and  Btys  <■ 
this  question.  A  number  of  members  rose  W 
support  this  proposal. 

Mr.  NiOHOLAa  had  no  objection  to  the  motia, 
but  that  it  did  not  go  far  enough.  The  emign^ 
oucht  to  be  obliged  to  swear  not  only  that  tkpf 
abjured  all  titles  hitherto  received,  but  that  the] 
would  never  accept  of  any  in  future.  He  be- 
lieved that  this  would  hurt  their  feelings,  and, 
sympathizing  with  them,  he  would  not  tnge » 
proposal  that  might  add  to  their  distiei^  MX 
should  vote  for  the  motion  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  Lee  was  very  sorry  that  the  {weMBtsiu^l 
had  been  so  long  agitated — he  never  viewed  it» 
important — but  a  degree  of  importance  had  ow 
now  given  to  it  by  the  calling  of  the  yeuw 
nays. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  appeared  to  ha 
very  w^  calculated  to  impress  on  the  pobw 
mind,  that  there  was  a  real  dan^  of  tbe  e«>r 
lishment  of  nobility  or  aristocratic  orders  id  iw 
country;  and  that  those  who  voted  agsimi  "U> 
motion  were  friendly  to  such  a  change  in  o*"  P^ 
litical  system:  and  that  those  who  voted  mi* 
were  the  only  true  patriots.  He  trusted  » 1°"* 
to  the  liberaUty  of  the  mover  as  to  rely  that  J* 
neither  meant  unnecessarily  to  alarm  toe  pan* 
mind,  nor  intended  to  inflict  a  stigma  oa  ^^j^ 
tlemen  who,  entertaining  an  opinion  of  thefnTOii? 
and  ineffioacy  of  the  motion,  should  vote  tffif* 
it.  Mr.  Lee  would  therefore  impute  «i»e.^°?!J 
to  the  most  laudable  nal  to  gtwd  the  pmcUO' 
erty.  And  on  this  ground  it  would  be  lecem 
to  inquire  what  was  the  danger  which  exaM 
that  wis  ptovinon  was  intended  to  V^f^. 
from.  The  gentleman  must  have  r«M  PJJ* 
alarm,  or  he  would  not  have  introduced  it  *>■- 
L.  said,  when  he  looked  through  the  CoBstitawi 
and  Laws  of  the  United  States,  and  P*'*""!^ 
when  he  orasidend  the  CfmttttttioBS  ud  ■«■*' 
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the  respeottve  Statesj  that  he  could  not  see  the 
shadow  of  a  foundation  to  build  an  alarm  upon. 
'■  As  to  mere  empty  names,  as  to  sounds,  we  must 
be  Terr  corrupt,  we  must  be  rery  ignorant,  if  we 
could  be  alarmed  bjr  tbem.  And  in  this  free  coun- 
»  try  erery  man  had  a  riffht  to  call  himself  bv  what 
i  name  or  title  he  pleased:  and  if  the  morer  thought 
i-  proper  to  change  his  name  for  any  other  name. 
1  sound,  or  title,  it  would  neither  add  to,  nor  dirain- 
£  ish  his  real  worth  and  importance;  it  would  not 
t-  ffive  qoalities  to  his  heart  which  he  had  not  be- 
:i  fore,  nor  detract  from  those  he  had.  What  were 
r;  the  mischiefs  experienced  in  Europe  from  privi- 
n  leged  orders?  they  did  not  flow  from  the  names 
:i  by  which  those  orders  were  disUnguished ;  they 
[  arose  from  the  ezelosive  preference  and  pnTi- 
r  leges  which  those  orders  possessed  in  pmitical 
;^  riehts,  and  in  property.  Without  these  their 
i:  tiues  would  have  heen  mere  empty  gewgaws, 
'.:  ridiculous  in  the  extreme,  and  unwormy  of  the 
p  acceptance  of  any  man  of  common  sense.  Titles 
:  then  did  not  produce  the  mischiefs ;  but  the  priri- 
i;  l^es  annexed  to  titles.  Mr.  L.  had  said,  in  this 
3  country  every  man  had  a  right  to  call  himself  by 
a  what  name  or  title  he  pleased ;  but  here  no  mis- 
:  chief  could  result  from  it,  because  neither  politi- 
I;  cal  ranlt  nor  property  conld  be  attached  to  titles. 
Bi<ery  citizen  was  equal  to  his  fellow-citizen  in 

gilitical  rights ;  and  the  laws  of  the  respective 
tates  had  wisely  prided  that  property  eonld 
V  not  be  accumulated  m  such  a  d^:ree  in  the  hands 
^  of  faadiridnnh  as  to  give  them  an  improper  in- 
^  fluence  in  society,    ay  the  equal  distrihtttion 
■  oC  estates  iudiriduals  are  prevented  from  being  so 
^-  rich  as  to  trample  upon  the  necks  of  their  a^uals. 
'•  Ghvat  accumulations  of  property  are  more  likely 
.1  in  &et  to  introduce  the  effects  of  aristocracy  than 
the  ridiculous  names  by  which  individuals  may 
r  be  distinffuished.   It  wus  a  slander  upon  the  fun- 
,,  damental  laws  and  political  institutions  of  our 
eoDDtry,  to  suppose  that  a  few  aliens,  because 
'-  they  had  possesss-d  titles  in  foreign  countries  after 
having  renounced  their  allegiance  to  those  coun- 
tiies,  even  if  they  were  disposed  to  do  it,  could 
'  as  it  were  by  magic,  overturn  the  established 
.  habits  of  our  peopL^  and  the  liberty  of  the  Qo- 
venunent  into  which  they  had  incorpinrated  thent* 
.  selves.   The  body  of  our  oitizens  were  too  en- 
;  lightened,  too  virtuous,  for  Mr.  L.  to  apprehend 
;  aay  duiger  from  so  trivial  a  cause.  If  wwthy 
dtizens  were  so  oorm^tible,  and  so  easily  cor- 
rupted, we  must  relinquish  the  idea  of  ever  being 
1^  fit  to  maintain  a  free  and  Republican  Qovernment. 
Bat  our  citizens  can  distingniah  between  soiuid 
and  reality.   When  we  pas^  the  excise  law,  it 
^  was  said  that  the  name  was  odious ;  but  the  Leeis- 
''I  Uture,  having  a  proper  confidence  in  the  under^ 
standing  <A  die  community,  did  not  hesitate  to 
pass  it;  because  it  was  a  just  and  necessary  one. 
If  nobility  should  ever  unfortunately  be  intro- 
duced into  this  country  (to  which  at  present  every 
circumstance  is  hostile,  and  which  Mr.  L.  beliered 
impossible,  as  long  as  we  adhere  to  our  present 
fnndamentol  laws  and  virtuous  habits)  it  would 
be  from  laternal  corrnption,  and  not  because  a 
few  foreigners,  who  once  possessed  titles  in  their 
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native  countries,  may  become  citizens  of  this. 
They  in  fact  can  have  no  privilege  among  us  in 
consequence  of  any  foreign  title ;  anxX  must  exist 
in  penect  equality  in  afl  social  rights  with  the 
rest  of  our  citizens. 

But  his  colleague  objected  to  the  qualities  of 
theii  hearts.  To  find  out  the  heart  of  any  man, 
would  be  a  difficult  task.  We  are  liaUe  to  be  de- 
ceived by  every  description  of  men.  The  profes- 
sions of  over^ealous  patriots  do  not  always  secure 
us  from  their  treason,  or  we  should  not  so  fre- 
quently in  history  read  of  Catilines  and  Cnsars, 
or  lately  have  witnessed  the  tyranny  of  Robe- 
spierre. All  these  men  were  once  flammg  patriots. 
And  if  zealous  patriots  can  turn  traitors  and  ty- 
rants, was  it  not  as  possible  for  the  member  (tf  a 
foreign  privileged  order  to  become  a  good  citiieni 
The  truth  i^  professions  and  abjuratiotts  are  no 
certain  proou  of  the  virtue  and  apiwehended  pa- 
triotism of  any  man.  We  are  secure  from  die 
danger,  because  every  citizen  here  is  equal.  No 
privileged  orders  exist  amongst  us,  nor  can  ezn*, 
unless  the  peo|)le  shall  choose  to  change  their  pre- 
sent Constitution  and  Laws,  which  is  not  to  be 
expected.  Mr.  L.  said,  if  he  understood  his  col- 
league, his  strongest  reason  hwy  a  fordgn  noble- 
man could  not  become  a  good  citizen^  was  the 
education  he  had  received;  the  superiority  wh^h 
he  had  been  .accustomed  to  exercise  over  bis  fel- 
low men,  and  the  servile  court  he  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  receive  from  them.  It  was,  then,  the 
corrupting  relation  of  lord  and  vassal,  which  ren- 
dered nim  an  unfit  member  of  an  equal  RepublieaB 
Government.  Mr.  L.  feared  that  this  reasoninff 
applied  to  the  existing  relation  of  master  and 
shve  in  the  Southern  country,  rather  a  mote 
degrading  one  than  even  that  of  lord  and  vanal) 
would  go  to  prove  that  the  people  ol'that  country 
were  not  qualified  to  be  members  of  our  free  Re- 
publican Government.  But  he  knew  that  this  was 
not  the  case.  Though  in  that  House  the  mem- 
bers from  the  State  of  Virginia  held  persons  in 
bondage,  he  was  sure  that  their  hearts  glowed 
with  a  zeal  as  warm  for  the  equal  rights  and  hap- 
piness of  men,  as  gentlemen  from  other  parts  of 
the  Union  where  su^h  d^rrading  distinctions  did 
not  exist  He  rejoiced,  tluU,  notwithstanduig  the 
un&Torable  circumstances  aS  his  country  in  this 
respect,  the  virtue  of  his  fellow-citizens  shone  forth 
equal  to  that  of  any  other  part  of  die  nation. 

Mr.  L.  was  afraid  that  the  force  of  his  ec^ 
league's  reasoning  might  be  extended  to  throw  an 
improper  imputation  on  the  virtue  of  his  country* 
men,  which  he  was  sure  could  not  be  intendra. 
But,  Mr.  L.  did  not  think  that  the  citizens  in  the 
South  had  any  right  to  assume  a  superiority  in 

gtlitical  virtue,  over  their  fellow-eitizens  to  the 
ast.  He  claimed  to  be  equal,  not  to  be  behind 
them  was  sufficient  glory.  Mr.  L.  did  not  know 
but  the  proposition,  if  it  had  any  efiect,  which  he 
very  much  doubted,  might  cdlaterally  affect  the 
rights  to  property,  which,  in  the  course  of  time, 
might  devolve  to  aliens  in  the  countries  from 
whwh  they  came,  which,  he  believed,  his  eoUeagne 
could  not  intend.  lBfine,MT.L.8aid,imtilthe^«as- 
uid  mya  weraealledflnid  noeivadthepropoMtioB- 
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88  perfectly  uoimpoTtaDt  and  frivolous.  The  call- 
ing of  the  yeas  and  days  bad  in  his  mind  given  it 
some  importance.  He  believed  that  it  was  calcu- 
lated, bat  be  trusted  that  it  was  not  intended,  to 
spread  an  alarm — a  false  alarm — that  Aristocracy 
was  coming  to  swallow  us  up ;  and  to  hold  up  cer- 
tain gentlemen  who  had  opposed  it  as  friends  to 
such  a  system.  Under  such  impressions,  though 
he  was  personally  rety  iodifferent  whether  it  was 
agreed  to  or  not,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  vote  against  it : 
not  being  willing  to  countenance  uiy  measure  by 
which  groundless  and  unjust  alarms,  jealotisy  and 
suspicions,  might  be  excited,  and  viewing  it  nu- 
gatory in  the  extreme. 

Mr.  Scott  was  sorry  that  so  much  time  had 
been  spent  on  the  motion.  We  are  not  by  the 
Constitution  authorized  to  make  titles;  and  he 
apprehended  that  if  it  was  unlawful  to  manu^ 
facture  a  commodity  at  home,  it  was  unlawful  to 
import  it  from  abroad.  On  this  account  he  was 
for  the  resolution.  If  once  we  allow  the  thing  to 
be  manufactured  at  all,  he  had  no  doubt  but  titles 
would  be  as  prevalent  here  as  in  Britain.  He 
should  think  it  very  odd  to' see  a  man  sitting  op- 
posite to  him  in  that  House,  with  a  star  and  gar- 
ter oa  his  breast  The  emigrant  was  as  welcome 
to  wear  them  as  to  wear  his  hat.  Only  let  him 
wear  them  out  of  doors. 

Mr.  Thacy  thousht  that  more  time  bad  been 
spent  upon  the  subject  than  it  was  worth.  He 
mentioned  the  proceedings  of  the  French  Con- 
vention, who.  sometime  iMfore  they  cut  off  the 
head  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  detnted  four  days 
upon  what  name  they  should  give  him,  and  at 
last  called  bim  EgalUi.  He  feared  that  calling 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  thus  early  would  look  like 
party,  as  if  intended  to  cast  an  odium  on  geuUe- 
men  who  should  vote  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Dejeteb  would  vote  for  the  resolution,  if 
the  gentleman  would  agree  to  as  amendment ; 
which  was,  that  he  renonnced  all  possession  of 
slaves. 

Mr.  Thatcber  moved  as  a  second  amendmeDt, 
'*aod  that  he  never  will  possess  them." 

The  words  of  Mr.  Dexter's  amendment  were 
nearly  these:  ''And  also,  in  case  any  such  alien 
shall  hold  any  person  in  slavery,  he  shall  renounce 
it,  and  declue  that  he  ht^ds  all  men  free  and 
equal." 

Mr.  Giles  said,  that  he  should  begin  to  think 
his  motion  of  very  peculiar  importance,  if  such 
extraordinary  resources  were  adopted  to  disap- 
point it.  He  was  sorry  to  see  slavery  made  a 
jest  of  in  that  House.  He  understood  this  to  be 
mtended  as  a  bint  against  members  from  the 
Sonthem  States.  It  had  no  proper  connexion 
with  the  subject  before  the  House.  He  had 
therefwe  no  scruple  in  voting  against  it.  It  was 
calculated  to  injure  the  property  of  gentlemen. 
As  to  slavery,  he  lamented  and  detested  it;  but, 
from  the  existing  state  of  the  country,  it  was  im- 
pomible  at  present  to  help  it.  He  himself  owned 
slaves.  He  refrretted  that  he  did  so,  and  if  any 
member  could  point  out  a  way  in  which  he  eould 
be  properly  freed  from  that  situation,  he  should 
rejoice  in  iL  The  thing  was  redneing  as  Aut  as 
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cotild  prudently  be  done.  He  believed  thu 
slavery  was  infinitely  more  deprecated  in  cooo- 
tries,'  where  it  actually  existed,  and  cooseqaeody 
where  its  evils  were  known,  than  in  other  zm- 
tries  where  it  was  only  an  object  of  conversstia. 
Gtentlemen  had  objected  to  calling  for  the  jrw 
and  nays.  Have  not  the  public  a  right  to  kncif 
the  sentiments  of  the  House  on  every  questioil 
Was  it  any  imusual  thing  to  call  for  the  yeuud 
naysl  Or  was  there  any  use  for  it  but  that  die 
sentiments  of  every  member  might  be  known? 

Mr.  Madison  mentioned  reguUtions  adopHd 
in  Virginia  for  gradually  reducing  the  aambercf 
slaves.  None  were  allowed  to  bie  imported  into 
the  State.  The  operation  of  reducing  the  nom- 
ber  of  slaves  was  going  on  as  quickly  as  posaibie. 
The  mention  of  such  a  thing  in  the  House  hi^ 
in  the  mean  time  a  very  bad  effect  on  that  ^ 
cies  of  property,  otherwise  he  did  not  knovw 
what  he  should  have  voted  for  the  amendmcDtof 
Mr.  Dexter.  It  had  a  dangerous  tendencfit 
the  minds  of  these  unfortunate  people. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  that  Mr.  Dexter  had  nun 
than  on  one  occasion  hinted  his  opinion  that  |W- 
sessors  of  slaves  were  imfit  to  hold  any  Legisbdn 
trust  in  a  Republican  Government.  He  was  so- 
licitous that  before  Mr.  D.  spoke  on  a  subject,  he 
would  make  himself  in  some  degree  aequaisid 
with  it  He  ought  to  acquire  some  infonnatia 
as  to  the  state  of  the  country,  otherwise  his  opiB- 
ion  would  fall  into  contempt  with  those  who  knew 
it.  Mr.  N.  said,  that  gentlemen  who  possessed  i 
thousand  slaves  in  Virginia  had  no  more  iDdneitte 
on  their  neighbor  who  had  not  one  than  tbit 
neighbor  had  on  thetn. 

Mr.  Dbxter  complained  of  the  attempt  to  take 
the  yeas  and  nays,  as  a  design  to  hold  np  cenain 
people  to  public  odium.  He  would  wiAilnw  his 
amendment  if  the  gentleman  would  withdraw 
his  motion. 

Mr.  Heath  was  unwilling  to  impute  any  on- 
candid  motives  to  soitlemen,  but  he  tbouekidus 
introduction  of  ahtvery  as  at  best  hi^/  >■>' 
proper.  He  read  a  clause  the  Ooutitalin 
prohibitory  of  prraosing  an  abolition  for  nuBT 
years  to  come.  He  then  asked  how  gefitlemen. 
in  the  face  of  an  express  article  of  die  Coastito- 
tion,  could  propose  an  amendment  like  dial  of 
Mr.  Dexter. 

Mr.  Seoowick  rose  in  some  warmth.  H«  ^ 
that  there  was  no  design  in  calling  for  the  yea* 
and  nays  but  to  fix  a  stigma  upon  gendemen  o 
that  House  as  friends  to  a  nobility,  when  tbef 
Were  no  such  thing,  and  to  raise  a  popular  odiva 
against  them.  To  propose  an  abolition  of  slarerT 
in  this  country  would  be  the  height  <A  mads^ 
Here  the  slaves  are,  and  here  thoy  must  KiW* 

A  question  of  adjournment  Was  now  earrifdbf  I 

43  against  201  So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Oo^  I 
stands  over  till  to-morrow.  | 


FRioAr,  January  2. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letitr 
from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  at- 
closing  a  return  of  the  electim  of  Bei^aiDn 
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Edmurda,  to  MTve  is  one  of  the  mmben  of  this 
House  f«r  the  said  State,  in  the  room  o£  Uriah 
Fotrest,  who  has  resisiied  his  seat;  as,  also,  a 
Letter  from  the  said  Uriah  Forrest  to  the  said 
Goremor  of  Maryland,  dated  the  eighth  day  of 
Norember  last,  stating  his  resigoatioa ;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections. 

Mr.  Datton,  from  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, to  whom  was  recommitted  their  report  of 

Jcsterday  on  the  letters  from  Uriah  Forrest  and 
ohn  Kilty,  Clerk  of  the  Council  of  the  State  of 
Biaryland,  and  to  whom  was,  this  day,  referred 
the  Letter  from  ih€  Qovemor  of  Maryuud,  with 
its  encloetires,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read  as 
follows: 

**  That  it  appears,  from  a  certificate  signed  hy  the 
Goremor  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  Coondl,  and 
under  the  seal  of  the  said  State,  that  Benjamin  Ed- 
wards was  doly  elected  to  serve  in  the  House  of  Re- 
pfesentaliTMi  of  the  Uidted  States,  in  the  place  of 
Uiiah  Fonest,  who  had  resigned  his  seaL 

''That  the  resignation  of  Uriah  Forrest  ratis&eto- 
lily  ^tpeam  £rom  his  Letter  of  the  twen^^^buztti  of 
Deeonber,  directed  to  the  Speaker  of  tiw  House  of 
fiepresentatiTes. 

"  Xaohed,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  eommitteei 
Benjamin  Edwards  is  entitled  to  take  a  seat  in  die 
House,  as  one  of  the  Repreeentatives  for  die  State  of 
Maiyland,  in  the  room  of  Uriah  Forrest." 

The  said  resolution  was  again  read,  and,  on  the 
question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Edwards  theo  appeared,  and  the  oath  to 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
being  administered  to  him  by  Mr.  Speaker,  he 
took  his  seat  in  the  House  as  one  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  the  room 
of  Uriah  Forrest. 

NATURALIZATION  BILL. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  on  Wednesday  last  from 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  the  bill  to 
amend  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  an 
ouiform  rule  of  natundisttion."  Whereapoo, 

The  amendment  mored  yesterday  to  the  said 
bill  being  under  consideration,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 

And  in  case  any  such  alien  ^iplying  for  admission 
to  beonne  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  shall  have 
home  any  hereditary  title,  or  been  of  any  of  the  orders 
of  nolMli^  in  the  Kingdom  or  State  which  he 
came,  in  addition  to  the  requisites  of  this,  and  the  be- 
fore recited  act,  be  shall  make  an  express  renunciation 
of  his  title,  or  order  of  nobility,  in  the  Court  to  which 
his  supplication  shall  be  made,  before  he  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  KuA  admission ;  which  lenundation  shall  be 
recorded  in  the  said  Court" 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  amend 
the  said  amendment,  by  adding  to  the  end  thereof 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  And,  also,  in  case  such  alien  shall,  at  the  time  of 
hia  ^qdioation,  bold  any  poison  in  slamy,  he  shall  in 
the  same  mannsr  renonnoe  ail  right  and  cbim  to  hold 
locii  pmoB  in  davoy* 
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On  the  Question  that  the  House  do  agree  to  the 
said  amendment  to  the  amendment, 

Mr.  BooRNE  said  he  was  against  both  amend- 
ments. He  saw  no  use  either  for  the  Mie  or  tlue 
other.  He  recapitulated  the  numerous  checks 
which  the  Constitution  had  framed  against  nobili- 
ty getting  into  it.  He,  therefore,  with  all  these 
checks,  could  see  no  danger  from  it.  So  much 
for  the  expediency  of  the  proposal.  He  next  con- 
sidered  it  m  a  difierent  point  of  view.  A  forei^er 
comes,  perhaps  with  a  title,  which  he  has  derived 
from  a  long  train  of  ancestors,  and,  with  a  very 
pardonable  infirmity,  he  is  fond,  he  is  perhaps 
proud,  of  this  badge  of  nobility.  Is  it  polite,  is  it 
generous,  to  force  him  to  renounce  it  i  If  it  is  ad 
hereditary  titl^  he  can  renounce  only  for  himsdfl 
His  children  still  inherit  the  right.  Mr.  B.  wish- 
ed both  amendments  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Rdthbrpord  said,  the  jpeople  of  America 
had  an  ezdeeding  aversion  to  the  bubble  of  nobili- 
ty. He  had  so  much  confidence  in  the  wisdom, 
good  sense,  and  public  spirit,  of  the  gentlemen  in 
this  House,  that  be  was  sure  the  amendment  would 
be  carried  by  a  very  great  majority.  He  was 
equally  certam  that  the  amendment  of  the  other 
gentleman  [Mr.  Dexter]  would  be  rejected.  It 
went  to  wound  the  feelings  and  alienate  the  affec- 
tions of  six  or  eight  States  in  the  Union.  He  was 
against  the  yeas  and  nays.  He  wished  for  a  si- 
lent vote. 

Mr.  McDowell. — When  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  first  brought  forward  the  motion  on 
the  table,  Mr.  McD.  eomd  not  think  he  was  sin- 
cere, from  the  idea  which  he  had  formed  of  the 
candor  and  good  sense  of  that  gentleman.  But, 
much  to  his  surprise.  Mr.  D.  persisted  in  support- 
ing the  propriety  of  nis  motion,  which  is  not  only 
an  indirect  attack  on  the  State  Governments,  but 
even  on  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
on  the  members  of  this  House  who  represent  the 
Southern  States.  This  amendment  not  only  tends 
to  irritate  the  minds  of  members,  but  of  thousands 
of  the  good  citizens  in  the  Soutoern  States,  as  it 
affects  the  property  which  they  have  acquired  by 
their  industry.  Thus  it  cools  their  affections  to- 
wards the  Government,  as  they  will  find  that  one 
part  of  the  Government  is  about  to  operate  on 
their  property  in  an  indirect  way.  The  gentleman 
dare  not  come  directly  forward,  and  tell  tne  House, 
that  men  who  possess  slaves  are  unfit  for  holding 
an  office  under  a  Republican  Government.  Mr. 
McD.  recalled  to  the  mind  of  the  House  the  con- 
duct of  the  people  that  compose  the  Southern 
States,  during  the  late  war,  and  their  struggle  for 
American  Independence.  He  then  bade  the  House 
review  the  behaviour  of  their  Representatives, 
under  the  present  Government,  and  say  whether 
they  do  not  partake  more  of  the  Republican  smrit 
than  the  members  from  the  Eastern  States.  The 
latter,  also,  no  doubt  had  members  who  did  honor 
to  the  States  which  they  represented,  and  to  the 
United  States.  He  thought  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Dbxtcb  partook  more  of  monarchical  or  de- 
spotic principles  than  any  thing  which  he  had 
seen  for  some  time.  What  right  had  the  Honae 
to  say  to  a  particolat  class  of  people,  you  shall  not 
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have  that  kind  of  property  which  oAer  people 
have  1  This  was  the  language  of  the  motion,  and 
he  considered  it  as  highly  unjust.  Mr.  McD. 
-wished  the  gentleman  to  consider  what  might  be 
the  cmsequenee  of  his  motion,  at  this  time,  when 
the  West  utdies  are  transformed  into  an  immense 
scene  of  slaughter.  When  thousands  of  people 
had  been  massacred,  and  thousands  had  fled  for  re- 
ftige  to  this  country,  when  the  proprietors  of 
slaTes  in  this  country  could  only  Keep  them  in 
peace  with  the  utmost  difficulty,  was  this  a  time 
for  such  inflammatory  motions?  He  was  amazed 
that  a  gentleman  of  whom  he  had  so  hi?h  an  opin- 
ion, could,  for  a  moment,  embrace  an  idea,  which 
was,  in  all  points  of  view,  so  extremely  improper 
and  dangerous. 

Mr.  Dgxteh  chiefly  excused  his  motion  be- 
cause the  other  gentlemen  had  been  for  taking 
the  yeas  and  nays.  The  tenor  of  his  argument 
seeined  to  be  this :  Yon  want  to  hold  us  o^  to  the 
paUic  as  aristociats.   I,  as  a  retaliaticKi,  will  hold 

Sou  up  to  the  same  public  as  dealers  in  slares. 
[r.  D.,  however,  did  not  wish  to  irritate.  He, 
for  that  reason,  withdrew,  his  motion,  under 
the  hope  that  the  yeas  and  nays  would  not  be 
taken. 

Mr.  Giles  said,  that  no  person  could  be  more 
anxious  than  himself  to  conciliate.  But  he  could 
not  submit  to  purchase  conciliation  by  sacrificing 
his  opinion,  or  betraying  his  duty.  He  should,  on 
that  account,  stand  by  his  amendment.  It  had 
heen  said  that  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  for 
^e  purpose  of  holding  up  to  popular  detestation 
a  certain  party  in  that  House.  Such  an  idea  bad 
never  entered  into  his  mind.  He  then  commenced 
a  Tindieation  of  Ae  propriety  of  his  amendment 
against  the  observations  of  Mr.  Boubhs,  who  had, 
among  odier  things,  alleged  that  it  hi^  no  proper 
ration  to  the  spirit  of  the  Nataralizatton  Bill. 
After  defending  it,  on  this  quarter,  Mr.  G.  pro- 
ceeded to  answer  something  that  had  been  alleged 
yesterday  against  hh  amendment.  This  was  that 
It  had  been  calculated  to  hold  up  an  idea  to  the 
world,  that  there  was  a  party  in  that  House  in 
iavor  of  Aristocracy.   If  there  is  no  such  party,  a 

general  vote  for  the  amendment  will  prove  that 
lis  report  is  without  foundation.  In  reality,  there, 
is  no  connexion  between  the  amendment  and  any 
such  scheme.  The  idea  must  have  been  in  the 
head  of  the  member  himself.  It  is  not  the  amend- 
ment, but  the  use  which  the  gentleman  makes  of 
h,  that  can  have  any  tendency  that  way.  Mr.  G. 
never  could  have  thqught  of  such  a  way  of  hold- 
ing np  a  puty.  As  to  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Dexteh,  he,  i/b.  Q.  held  property  sacred,  and  ne- 
Ter  could  have  consented  to  prohibit  the  emigrant 
nobility  from  having  slaves  any  more  than  other 
people.  But  as  for  titles  of  nobility,  they  were 
quite  a  different  thing.  They  were  but  a  name, 
and  people  were  not  obliged  even  to  give  them 
np,  unless  they  wanted  to  oecome  American  citi- 
zens. As  the  call  of  yeas  and  nays  had  given 
.  such  uncommon  uneasiness,  he,  for  his  own  part, 
^ould  give  it  up.  He  was  careless  how  the  vote 
was  taken.  The  other  gentlemen  who  supported 
his  call  might  act  for  tlKioselves. 
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Mr.  Leb  said,  he  hoped  that  to^y  the  q«ea- 
tion  would  have  neen  taken  without  further  deh^ 
he  had  no  dispositimi  to  say  any  thin«  more  on  it,; 
and  should  have  remained  silent  if  Kis  eoUeaifae 
[Mr.  Giles]  had  not  made  some  itrictnres  oo  the 
observations  which  fell  from  him  mi  the  preced- 
ing day . 

Mr.  L.  repeated,  that  he  had  not  viewed  the 
motion  of  any  impwtuce  till  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called — that  in  itself  it  could  do  no  good. 
He  maintained,  however,  that,  under  its  pre- 
sent aspect,  it  was  wdl  calculated  to  alarm  the 
public  mind  about  a  danger  that  did  not,  and  couU 
not,  exist,  under  the  circumstances  of  our  eou- 
try ;  and  that  partiularly  to-day,  it  had  more  the 
appearance  of  an  engine  to  exalt  the  patriotism  at 
some  gentlemen,  and  throw  an  unjust  odiom  ob 
others.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  this  wu  the 
desi^  of  it.  But  it  bein^  nugatory  in  itself,  and 
the  danger  a^ust  which  it  was  said  to  guard  us, 
being  toe  ridiculous  to  excite  a  momentary  «»- 

Iirehension  in  the  minds  of  our  enlightened  fd- 
ow-citketts,  it  wore  too  much  such  an  upeu- 
ance.  Under  this  view,  Mr.  L.  thought  it  fooked 
too  much  like  that  spirit  of  denunci^ion,  whidi 
his  colleague  so  greatly  lamented  on  a  late  occ«> 
sion — Self-created  societies— a  spirit  that  was  cal- 
culated to  engender  the  violent  and  rancoroui 
passions  of  the  human  heart  in  this  House,  and 
scatter  them  through  the  community.  A  spint 
which,  if  indulged,  might  arm  in  hostility  and  ha- 
tred to  each  other,  the  two  ends  of  this  Cwtti- 
nent,  and  produce  consequences  &tal  to  the  peace 
and  prosperity  of  both. 

Mr.  L.  dways  thought  the  Eastern  and  South- 
ern States  were  well  situated  to  unite  on  terms 
of  the  neatest  recifffooal  benefit.  That,  for  the 
good  of  his  own  country,  he  valued  such  an  uaiou 
above  all  things.  He  knew,  in  particular,  that  it 
was  highly  important  to  the  interests  of  tne  peo- 
ple whom  he  represented,  to  conciliate  the  cordial 
and  affectionate  esteem  of  their  Eastern  bretiHen. 
That  this  was  not  only  important  to  his  constiM- 
ents,  but  to  the  whole  State,  and  all  the  Southern 
country ;  as  on  it  most  materially  depend  the  pre- 
servation of  our  Union,  which  Mr.  L.  feared  was 
more  necessary  to  our  safety  and  prosperity  than 
to  theirs.  Mr.  L.  said,  he  never  saw  any  reason 
(0  suspect  the  Eastern  people  of  anti-RepuUicaB 
principles ;  that  there  was  no  just  ground  to  ac- 
cuse them  of  such  principles  in  any  xoaoner.  Mr- 
L.  had  always  thought  that  the  Southera  coutiy 
had  no  right  to  claim  a  superiority  otw  Aea 
Eastern  brethren  in  Republican  virtue.  Mr.  L. 
always  lamented  that  his  countrr  was  not,  ia 
some  points,  so  fortunately  situated  as  the  Bast- 
ern  States ;  but  still,  he  rejoiced  to  find  just  ideas 
of  liberty,  and  a  proper  respect  to  the  rights  of 
men^  animating  all  the  citizens  of  it ;  and  in  pub- 
lic virtue  they  had  a  right  to  rank  with  their  ore- 
thren  to  the  North  and  East  of  them.  Mr.  L. 
thought  that  his  colleague's  strongest  ai^tumeat 
was  the  corrupting  relation  which  existed  in  Eu- 
rope between  ntmemen  and  their  dependants. 
Mr.  L.  f^red  that  this  argument  misht  too  read- 
ily be  extended  to  the  situatioB  d  his  couBtiy, 
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ind  conclnitoQS  very  di^»ntguig;  to  their  RepaUi- 
can  virtue  drawn  from  it,  from  which  he  had  fdt 
it  his  duty  to  vindicate  them. 

Mr.  L.  believed  that  the  people  thronghont 
America  were  all  animated  by  an  equal  zeal  for 
the  liberty  and  hapinness  of  their  country.  As  a 
penon,  therefore,  anxious  to  preserve  our  harmo- 
BT  and  imHHi^  he  always  fdt  pain  at  any  questioa, 
miieh  wai,  in  any  de^ee,  calculated  to  excite 
■uqpjeimu  of  each  other,  and  produce  emuity, 
wheiiconcordwassomuchtheinterestofaU.  This 
pfOposiUon  had,  to  his  mind,  a  very^  dennneiating 
aspect ;  and,  as  such,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  dis- 
eountenance  it,  and  every  thin^  of  the  same  sort, 
without  presuming  to  asoertam  or  question  the 
motives  or  designs  of  the  mover.  Mr.  L.  could 
not  help  viewing  the  motion  as  capable  of  guard- 
mg  us  nrom  no  one  danger,  but  as  well  fitted  to 
produce  unnecessary  alarm  and  irritation. 

Mr.  L.  was  indifferent  how  the  question  was 
decided;  but,  being  a  friend  to  harmony  and 
auon,  he  could  by  no  means  countoianee  by 
Us  vote  any  thing  that  might  be  construed  to  de- 
MHueea  raost  nspet^ble  and  patriotic  part  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  HiLLHOOBE  observed,  that  when  the  amend- 
raent  was  first  introduced,  1m  considered  it  as 
lUtogethCT  harmless  and  unnecessary;  but,  be- 
ing frioidly  to  what  apiwared  to  be  the  object  of 
the  mover,  that  is,  keeping  out  privileged  orders 
from  amcmg  us,  he  was  melined  to  vote  for  it 
Yet,  upon  more  mature  reflection,  he  was  of  opin- 
k»  that  if  the  provision  contained  in  the  amend- 
ment had  any  effect  at  all,  it  would  be  a  directly 
contrary  one  from  what  was  intended,  and  would 
indirecUy  establish  the  principle  that  privileged  ot- 
ders  might  be  introduced  and  exist  among  us,  a 
{HiBcifMe  which  he  whollv  rejected  and  reproba- 
ted and,  as  he  did  not  donM  that  the  views  of 
the  gentleman  who  moved  Ae  amendmoit  were 
nmuu  to  his  own  on  that  subject,  he  hoped  that, 
■pon  ftirtber  couideiation,  he  [Mr.  Qileb]  would 
withdraw  it.  It  was  his  opinion  that  the  ground 
opoa  which  foreigners  should  be  admitted  to  a 
snare  in  the  admmistration  of  our  Oovemment 
ought  to  be  narrowed  in  every  possible  way,  and 
if  the  gentleman  wonld  so  modify  the  amend- 
went  as  iriu>lly  to  exclude  that  class  of  foreigners, 
«r  any  other,  from  ever  becoming  citizens,  so  far 
as  to  elect  or  be  elected  to  any  office,  he  would 
most  heartily  join  in  giving  his  vote  for  it.  Tn 
thoee  nations  where  privil^ed  orders  are  admit- 
ted, the  benefits  and  advantages  arising  from  it 
have  been  considered  as  merely  local,  so  that,  rf  a 
nobleman  removes  from  one  nation  to  another,  he 
is  not  considered  as  carrying  with  him  the  privi- 
leges of  his  order;  as,  for  instance,  if  a  nobleman 
from  any  other  nation  removes  to  Bneland,  where 
an  hereditary  nobility  ia  estnl^shedliy  taw,  and 
tmn  hecomes  naturalized,  he  is  not  a  peer  of  Eng- 
land ;  he  is  no  more  than  a  private  subject,  and 
ean  claim  nothing  on  account  of  his  former 
nak.  The  Convention  who  fcvmed  our  Consti- 
tation  undoubtedly  viewed  the  subject  in  that 
U^t,  or  they  would  have  been  eqnalfy  anxious  to 
teTe  ivovi«d  agaiast  the  importaticm  as  of  the 
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creation  of  nobility ;  but,  passing  this  amendment 
will,  as  far  as  the  influence  of  a  law  and  die  opin- 
ion of  Congress  can  go,  be  putttnga  different  and 
wrong  constroction  upon  the  Constitution,  and 
will  Be  admitting  that  there  may  be  some  other 
mode  of  introducing  a  privileged  order  or  a  no- 
bility among  us,  than  the  one  yarded  against  in 
the  CinistitatioB ;  for,  if  a  law  is  jnssed  requiring 
a  person,  before  he  shall  be  admitted  to  a  certain 
privilege,  to  renounce  some  other  privilege,  it  is 
clearly  admittlbg  tbat  such  person  does  or  may 
possess  such  privilege,  otherwise  the  Uw  is  fatUe^ 
requiring  a  person  to  renounce  what  he  does  not, 
or  cannot  possess. 

If  we  pass  the  present  amendment,  the  constme- 
tion  must  be,  that  an  alien,  after  residing  in  this 
country,  abjuring  bis  allegiance  to  his  own,  Offer- 
ing to  become  a  citizen  of,  and  taking  the  oath  of 
fidelity  to,  the  United  States,  is  in  possession  of  the 
rights  of  a  privileged  order  to  which  he  may  have 
belonged ;  and,  further,  that  their  rights  are  he> 
reditary,  unless  he  shall,  agreeaUy  to  the  ammd- 
ment,  come  forward  and  renounce  them.  Bst 
what  will  be  thecrauequeneeof  hisnot  renonneingfl 
Most  clearly  that  he  retuna  and  possesses  them.  A 
nobleman,  then,  may  come  to  the  United  States 
marry,  purchase  lands,  and  enjoy  every  other  right 
of  a  citizen,  except  that  of  electing  and  being 
elected  to  office.  ^  His  children,  being  natural  bom 
citizens,  vrill  enjoy,  by  inheritance,  his  title,  and 
all  the  rights  of  nobiuty^  and*  a  privileged  order 
which  he  possessed,  an  idea  which  ought  not,  ei- 
ther explicitly  or  impliedly,  to  be  admitted. 

As  to  the  impression  which  may  be  made  on 
the  popular  opioion,  by  voting  on  one  side  or  the 
other  of  the  present  question,  Mr.  H.  felt  no  anx- 
iety. He  had  too  good  an  opinion  of  the  under- 
standing  and  discernment  of  nis  constituents,  and 
of  the  nettle  of  the  United  States,  to  somx)se  they 
would  believe  him  a  friend  to  privileged  orders  or 
a  nobility,  for  voting  against  a  proposition  which, 
in  his  opinion,  was  at  teast  altc^etner  futile,  if  not 
of  a  tendency  directly  opposite  to  what  is  propos- 
ed. Was  any  gentleman  to  sacrifice  his  iudgmeot 
to  an  apprehension  of  losing  his  popiuartty,  he 
would  most  certainly  not  only  merit  but  meet 
with  their  Contempt.  The  people  of  the  United 
States  are  not  tickled  with  sounds  ;  they  r^rard 
the  sub^nce. 

Mr.  J.  Wadsworth  rose  next.  He  had  been  up 
four  times  before,  but,  other  gentlemen  always  ris- 
ing along  with  him,  he  bad  sat  down  agaio.  Mr. 
W.  said,  that  a  rage  against  nobility  and  privi- 
leged orders  now  pervades  the  whole  world.  He 
really  did  not  see  the  use  of  this  amendment.  It 
put  him  in  mind  of  an  old  law  which,  within  his 
memory,  had  been  in  use.  When  a  man  had  shot 
himfelf,  his  neighbors  were  not  contented  with 
the  certainly  of  his  being  dead  in  this  world,  and 
damned  in  the  next,  but,  besides  all  this,  they 
drove  a  stake  through  his  body.  Mr.  W.  regarded 
nobility  as  in  a  similar  situation  with  such  a  man, 
for  nobility  appeared  to  him  in  the  certain  road  to' 
instant  destruction;  and  this  amendment  of  Mr. 
Q1LB8,  he  thought,  vras  tike  driving  in  the  stake. 
The  latter  practice  had  been  laid  aside,  and  he 
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thought  that  the  amendaient  deserved  the  same 
&te.  He  reminded  the  House  that  the  time  had 
beeo  when  America  was  very  much -indebted  to 
nobility,  and  very  glad  to  see  them  fight  tier 
battles.  We  might  now  perhaps  be  taxed  with 
ingratitude  on  that  head,  for  some  of  those  identi- 
cal French  noblemen,  who,  during  the  late  war, 
had  rendered  us  essential  service,  were  now  in 
this  country  in  a  state  of  beggary,  subsisting  on 
the  charity  of  their  friends.  Others  of  the  same 
noblemen  were  in  dungeons,  and  Some  again  had 
got  their  heads  choppra  ofi*.  He  was  warranted 
to  say  that  many  of  these  noblemen,  when  here, 
during  the  war,  and  long  before  a  French  revolu- 
tion had  been  talked  off  Were,  in  their  hearts,  as 
good  Republicans  as  any  Americans  whatever. 
We  had  seen,  some  time  ago,  a  party  spirit  rising 
in  the  United  States.  He  nad  observed  that  the 
thing  was  dying  away,  bat  the  present  amend- 
ment would  afford  a  new  theme.  The  newspa- 
pers are  extremely  numerous,  and  he  doubted  not 
that  the  writers  in  them  would  embrace  so  nota- 
Ue  an  opportunity  for  exercising  their  talents. 
As  to  the  QotioQ  that  there  was  a  danger  of  no- 
bility being  introduced  into  this  country,  the  thing 
was  held  in  such  detestation  in  America,  that  he 
had  no  more  apprehension  of  its  obtaining  a  foot- 
ing here  than  he  had  that  there  would  arise  a  new 
race  of  men  without  heads,  or  with  their  heads 
placed  below  their  shoulders,  or  any-other  unna- 
tural production.  In  short,  he  did  not  know  a 
thing  so  impossible  as  the  establishment  of  an 
American  nobility.  Knowing  this,  he  regarded 
the  amendment  as  entirely  useless.  As  to  the 
call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  oaving  an  impression 
on  his  vote,  that  was  out  of  the  question.  He 
knew  his  constituents,  and  they  knew  him ;  and 
they  were  both  too  well  acquainted  with  each 
other  for  a  trifle  of  this  nature  to  have  any  influ- 
ence. To  him  the  call  was  a  matter  of  the  utmost 
indifference,  and  he  took  this  opportunity  to  de- 
clare frankly  that  he  should  vote  a^rainst  the 
amendment,  whether  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called 
or  not. 

Mr.  Nicholas  could  not  consent  to  abandon  the 
proposition.  It  might  be  said  that  he  did  so  in 
terror  of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Dexter,  which 
he  thoroughly  despised. 

Mr.  BooniNOT  bad  not  designed  to  speak  on 
this  question,  but  there  was  one  objection  to  the 
amendment,  which  occurred  to  him,  and  which 
had'  not  been  noticed  by  any  gentleman.  This 
was,  that  it  would  be  an  act  of  injustice  to  make 
a  man  do  an  act  in  this  country  which  might  affect 
his  own  interest  and  that  of  his  family  in  another. 
This  case  might  very  possibly  happen.  A  per- 
son, by  renouncing  nobility  here,  might  be  debar- 
red from  claiming  its  privileges  in  another  place, 
when  it  would,  perhans,  he  for  his  advantage. 

Mr.  AuEs  observed,  that  too  much  attention 
had  been  given  to  the  amendment  as  an  abstract 
question.  Nothins  tended  more  to  bewilder  and 
confuse  a  debate  than  such  a  departure  from  the 
subject  into  abstractions  and  r^n^ments ;  for,  al- 
though by  this  means  we  found  that  plain  princi- 
ples were  rendered  ohtcuie,  and  reasonable  doc- 


trines carried  to  ^excess,  yet  we  did  not  seem  (o 
reflect  that  nothmg  is  more  opposite  to  iost  pra- 
ciples  than  the  extremes  of  thme  principles.  F« 
instance,  it  would  not  be  safe  or  proper  indit- 
ciiminately  to  admit  aliens  to  become  cittzeu, 
yet  a  scrutmy  into  their  political  orthodoxjr  might 
be  carried  to  a  very  absurd  extreme.  The  metil 
of  the  amendment  depends  on  its  adaptedaess  to 
the  end  proposed  by  the  bill,  and  what  is  that! 
To  make  a  rule  of  naturalizaticm  for  the  admii- 
sion  of  aliens  to  become  citizens,  on  such  termsn 
may  consist  with  our  tranquility  and  safety.  Now, 
said  he,  do  we  think  of  refusing  this  jHiril^  to 
all.  heretics  in  respect  to  political doctrmes?  Era 
that  strictness  would  not  hasten  the  millennim 
For  our  own  citizens  freely  propagate  a  great  n- 
riety  of  opinions  hostile  to  each  other,  and,  tben- 
fore,  many  of  them  deviate  widely  from  the  ia- 
tended  standard  of  rwht  thinking  j  good  and  bid, 
fools  and  wise  men,  the  ^ilosopher  and  the  dnpet 
of  prejudice,  we  find  coidd  live  very  peaceaUf  lo- 
getner,  because  there  was  a  sufficient  coincidieiw 
of  common  interest.  If  we  depoid  on  this  stroajr 
tie,  if  we  oblige  foreig^ners  to  wait  seven  years,  till 
they  have  formed  it,  till  their  habits  as  well  as  in- 
terests become  assimilated  with  oar  own^  we  mj 
leave  them  to  cherish  or  to  renounce  their  import- 
ed prejudices  and  follies  as  they  may  choose.  The 
danger  of  their  diffusing  them  among  our  on 
citizens,  is  to  be  prevented  by  public  opinio^  if 
we  may  leave  error  and  prejudice  to  stand  or  nil 
before  truth  and  freedom  of  inquiry. 

Can  the  advocates  of  the  amendment  even  affect 
apprehensions  that  there  is  any  intention  to  intio- 
duce  a  foreign  nobility  as  a  privileged  order  1  If 
they  can,  such  diseases  of  tte  brain  were  not  bni 
by  reasmung  and  cannot  be  cored  by  it  Still 
less  should  we  give  effect  by  law  to  chinerietl 
whimsies.  For  what  is  the  tendency  of  this 
counterfeit  alarm  ?  Is  it  to  rouse  again  the  slee^ 
ing  apparitions  which  have  disturbed  the  back 
country?  Is  it  to  show  that  the  mock  dangers 
which  they  have  pretended  to  dread  are  reall  Or, 
is  it  to  mark  a  line  of  separation  between  tboK 
who  have  the  merit  of  maintaining  the  eilremes 
of  political  opinions,  and  those  whom  thisrou 
would  denounce  as  stopping  at  what  they  deen  , 
a  wise  moderation  t  If  that  is  the  case,  it  seeou  : 
that  the  amendment  is  intended  rather  to  public  | 
a  creed  than  to  settle  a  rule  of  NaturalizatiOB. 
Yet  it  should  be  noticed  that  those  who  wooU 
go  to  extremes  are  less  entitled  to  the  {xaise  of 
Republicanism  than  those  who  would  not. 

But  the  consequence  of  giring  an  artificial  and 
anmerited  importance  to  the  amendment,  is,  ik 
the  first  place,  to  spread  an  useless  and  even  ]K^ 
nicious  alarm,  as  well  as  to  revive  animositiMr 
and,  in  ^e  next  place,  by  showing  our  depen^  j 
ence  on  a  futile  and  ridiculous  renunciation  of  I 
nobility,  to  evince  the  want  of  any  good  remedr  ; 
for  the  evil.   If  it  is  an  important  aifair  the  amear  > 
ment  is  far  short  of  wnat  the  case  requiw- 
If  it  is,  as  we  all  believe,  trifling  and  wutli' 
less,  then  let  us  spare  ourselves  the  shame  of 
legislating  on  these  frivolities,  these  fthantonu 
which  the  friends  of  the  amendment  l.«re  nrf 
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sloiHy,  and  at  last  rery  Caintly,  pretended  to  hare 
any  substance. 

Mr.  A.  farther  obserredj  that  the  securities 
which  we  hare  already  against  the  introduction 
of  nobility  are  sufficient  to  secure  us  and  our  sods, 
and  the  sods  of  our  sons^  down  to  the  twentieth 
generation,  against  a  nobility.  Is  the  meaning  of 
this  amendment  to  give  a  new  text  for  sedition? 
It  was  below  the  dignity  of  the  House  to  spend 
its  time  upon  such  trifles.  The  Convention  ot  an- 
other nation  had  indelibly  disgraced  themselves 
by  legislating  upon  trifles,  while  matters  of  impor- 
tance stood  by.  What  would  be  the  sense  of 
America  upon  our  spending  day  after  day  in  de- 
bating about  such  a  frivobus  thing?  He  was 
against  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Gilbb. 

Mr.  Samuel  Smitb  was  sorry  for  the  turn 
which  the  debate  had  taken ;  though  at  first  it 
bore  a  trifling  appearance,  it  had  since  called  up 
all  the  warmth  of  the  Hoose.  The  geotlemea 
from  the  Eastern  States,  who  knew  the  Republi- 
can character  of  their  constituents,  and  how  in- 
dependent every  man  there  was^  both  in  his  tem- 
per and  his  circumstances,  had  slighted  the  araend- 
ntent  as  unnecessary.  Gentlemen  from  the  South- 
em  States,  on  the  other  hand,  say  that  they  have 
some  reason  to  be  apprehensive.  Why,  said  Mr. 
S.,  will  not  the  Eastern  members  indulge  us  in 
this  trifle  1  It  is  owned  by  the  one  party,  that  it  can 
have  no  bad  tendency  ;  and  the  other  imagine  that 
it  must  have  a  ^d  one.  Then  why  not,  for  the 
sake  of  conciliation,  grant  it  1 

Mr.  MuBRAT  was  sorry  that  the  House  had  be- 

fun  the  new  year  with  such  a  discussion.  He 
ad  seen  with  much  pleasure  the  appearMices  of 
ccmeiliation  and  unanimity  at  the  outset  of  the 
session.  He  should  rote  for  the  amendment,  and 
he  hoped  that  those  members  who  were  against  it 
would  come  round  and  Tote  for  it.  They  would 
thus  put  an  end  to  this  motion,  so  wastefiil  of  time. 
Of  nobility,  however,  the  gentlemen  had  no 
alarming  apprehensions.  There  had  once  been  in 
this  House  a  baronet.  He  was  there  for  two  years 
before  it  was  known,  and  it  was  then  discovered 
that  a  baronet  was  a  thing  perfectly  harmless. 
As  for  titles  of  nobility,  he  helieved  that  all  the 
wholesome  and  sensiblie  part  of  the  community 
looked  upon  the  whole  as  stuff.  When  Mr.  M. 
contemplated  this  subject,  it  reminded  him  of  Hol- 
bein's Dance  of  Death.*  He  saw  nothing  in  this 
country  but  the  ghosts  of  nobility.  In  Europe,  in- 
deed, it  was  a  matter  of  importance.  It  estabUsh- 
ed  the  etiquette  of  precedence  among  the  ladies 
in  leadiug  down  a  country  dance.  The  amend- 
ment was  not  worth  much  either  one  way  or  the 
other.  But  he  wished  it  to  be  granted  for  the  rea- 
sons assigned  by  his  colleague  from  BAaryland, 
who  had  spoke  just  before  him. 

Mr.  Madison. — When  the  amendment  was  first 
suggested,  be  badconsidered  itas  highly  pToper,and 
naturatty  connected  with  the  subject.  No  man 
can  say  how  far  the  Republican  rerolution  that  is 


* AcelebnwdiainurwfaadiedinUU  SpMklnsorOiiafrwt 
•ntM,  Henrj  ihe  Bliluh mm* Midi  "Oal  of  ama  idaugbmeii  I 
can  make  ■even  LonSi  butont  of  wvsn  Lords  I  eaniuinMlM  evea 
>ii0  HrtbelB. 


[H.OFR. 


now  proceeding  in  Europe  will  go.  If  a  rero- 
lution was  to  take  place  in  Britain,  which  for- 
his  part  he  expected  and  believed  would  be  the 
case,  the  peerage  of  that  country  would  be  throngs 
ing  to  the  United  States.  He  should  be  ready  to 
receive  them  with  all  that  hospitality,  tenderness, 
and. respect,  to  which  misfortune  is  entitled.  He 
should  sympathize  with  them,  and  be  as  ready  to 
afibrd  them  whatever  friendly  offices  lay  in  his 
power  as  any  man.  But  this  was  entirely  dia* 
tinct  from  admftting  them  as  citizens  of  Amcriea 
before  they  were  Constilntionally  qualified  to  be- 
come so.  In  reply  to  the  remark  of  Mr.  Boddi- 
KOT,  that  a  renunciation  of  their  titles  might  in- 
jure their  families,  Mr.  M.  observed,  that  if  a  Bri- 
tish revolution  took  place,  these  fugitives  would,  as 
aliens,  be  incapacitated  from  holding  real  estates. 
In  discussing  this  qaestiim,  we  had  neen  remind- 
ed of  the  Marquis  de  Lafoyette.  He  had  the 
greatest  respect  for  that  character;  but  if  he  were 
to  come  to  this  eountry,  this  verr  gentleman 
would  be  the  first  to  recommend  and  acquiesce  in 
the  amendment  on  the  taUe.  He  had  urged  the 
necessity  of  utterly  abolishing  nobility  in  France, 
even  at  a  time  when  he  thought  it  necessary  for 
the  safely  of  the  State  that  the  King  should  pos- 
sess a  considerable  portion  of  power ;  and  Mr.  M. 
believed,  that  if  he  were  now  at  freedom,  he  was 
as  completely  stripped  of  every  thing  relative  to 
nobility,  as  it  was  possible  that  he  could  be.  It 
had  been  said,  that  it  was  needless  to  make  emi- 
grants renounce  their  rank,  and  that  oaths  were 
no  security.  He  was  ready  to  allow  that  oaths 
were,  in  any  case,  but  a  very  poor  security,  but 
they  had  been  adopted  in  otiier  parts  of  the  bill, 
and  the  same  reason  which  recommended  thnn 
on  fwtner  occasions  might  recommend  them 
now. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  was  convinced  that  the  amend- 
ment was  wholly  incompetent  to  the  end  which  it 
proiessed  to  have  in  view.  You  may  force  a  man 
to  renounce  his  title,  but  what  does  that  signify, 
when  you  cannot  hinder  his  neighbors  from  call- 
ing both  him,  his  wife,  and  family,  by  the  title? 
He  replied  to  the  argument  of  Mr.  S.  Smith,  as 
to  the  Eastern  members  giving  up  the  point  for 
the  sake  of  conciliation  with  the  Southern  mem- 
bers. 

He  did  not  understand  that  his  own  constitu- 
ents had  any  such  panic  about  them,  or  that 
they  would  thank  the  Eastern  members  very  ar* 
dently  for  such  a  concession.  They  were  not 
afraid  of  aristocracy.  Yon  cannot  abolish  the 
practice;  and  even  supposing  a  nobleman  had 
made  his  renunciation,  perhaps  the  very  person 
who  administered  the  oath,  may,  the  next  mo- 
ment, say, "  My  Lord,  1  widi  you  a  good  momingl" 
and  you  cannot  poniah  the  individual  who  says 
so.  As  to  not  ulowiog  of  titles  to  wives  and 
daughters,  this  renunciation  will  not  prevent  their 
being  given.  But  in  some  parts  of  the  country 
vre  have  titles  already.  Mr.  S.  had  often  heard 
an  old  lady  called  "  the  Duchess."  He  could  sec 
no  good  consequence  from  the  motion.  There 
was  indeed  one  obvious  effect.  The  ignorant  part 
of  the  American  citizens  who,  he  hoped  were  bst 
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lev — would  imagine  that  those  who  roted  for  the 
amendment  were  against  the  introdnction  of  no- 
bility  into  America,  and  that  those  against  the 
amendment  were  ior  that  introdactton.  This 
friTolmu  kind  of  legislation  had  disnaeed  the 
{NToeeadingaof  another  nati«i.  They  nad  began 
to  «ha^«  the  names  of  their  towns  and  harliors, 
•nch  as  Conde.  Dankirk,  Toulon,  Havre  de  Qrace, 
and  Lyons.  One  of  these  they  had  named  Havre 
de  Marat,  and  so  on.  &it  now  they  were  coming 
back  to  their  sober  judgment,  and  were  repealing 
tlwse  edicts.  Lyons  was  restored  to  its  old  name. 
The  ^llar  erected  to  annoonce  its  rebellion  and 
annihilation  had  been  taken  down.  The  Conren- 
tion  had  formerly  passed  a  law  for  demolishing 
houses  inhabited  by  aristocrats,  but  now  they  be- 
gan to  think  it  was  better  to  let  the  houses  stand. 
Wonld  anybody  say  that  French  liberty  was  bet- 
ter secored  by  naming  a  harbor  Saere  oe  Marat? 
Had  this  dose  any  gooA  to  the  cMue?  Bnt  if 
lieople  who  were  ao  mnelt  afinid  of  the  introdae* 
tion  of  nobility  would  loc^  around  them,  they 
might  already  find  in  this  counttjr  alanning  marks 
of  attachment  to  royalty.  When  Mr.  Smith 
was  lately  at  New  Haven,  in  Coimectient,  he 
had  observed  on  the  top  of  the  State  Hovae  the 
figure  of  a  Crown,  which  had  stood  there  undis- 
tim>ed  since  long  before  the  b^inning  of  the 
Revolution.  He  went  into  the  State  Hoas&  and 
found  the  people  as  good  Repablicans  as  conid  be, 
notwithstanding  this  Crown.  Again,  at  Middle- 
town,  in  the  same  State,  he  went  into  a  church, 
and  on  the  top  of  the  organ  there  was  another 
Own,  which  might  also  m  interpreted  as  a  proof 
ct  Monarehical  principles.  Reverting  to  the  sub- 
ject of  changing  names,  Mr.  S.  said,  utat  the  peo- 
ple in  th«  State  of  New  York  had  for  a  long  time 
enjoyed  as  mnch  liberty  as  the  other  States.  At 
kat,  however,  it  w»  reeollceted  that  one  of  the 
itreets  of  die  city  of  New  York  was  eaUed  King's 
stieet;  but  this  was  changed  to  lAberty  street, 
which  was,  to  be  sure,  a  very  momentous  altera- 
tion. IfC{»gres8  descend  to  legislate  in  such  little- 
nesses, they  may  forbid  the  title  of  Worshipful. 
ThCT  may  abolish  the  order  of  Freemasons,  which 
he  thought  that  they  had  just  as  much  right  to  do 
w  to  make  the  foreign  nobility  renounce  their 
titles  before  they  should  be  accepted  as  American 
citizens.  The  Congress  may,  among  other  ob- 
jects of  legislation^  forbid  any  member  to  come 
uto  that  House  with  an  aristoeratical  cloak — one 
with  gold  lace,  for  example.  He  asked  more  than 
race  this  questun :  What  peeoliar  privileges  tuis 
a  foreiffn  noUei&an,  coming  into  this  country, 
which  he  possessed  more  tlun  all  other  citizens  ? 
He  considered  the  whole  amendment  as  totdly 
UiAiitf.  He  was  content  that  the  yeas  and  nays 
sboold  be  taken.  His  sentiments  were  known 
already.  His  name  should  stand  among  the 

DOW. 

Mr.  GiLBB  said,  that  there  had  been  an  echo 
from  one  end  to  the  other  the  House  that  his 
amendment  was  triSmff.  Was  it  consistent  for 
the  gentleman,  who  had  been  op  for  haif  an  hour, 
to  i^end  so  much  time  upon  a  question,  and  then 
oonebide  by  idling  the  House  that  it  was  nothing; 


that  he  had  been  talking  for  so  long  a  time  lun 
a  subject  that  didnotmeritthcirattentioa?  Wki 
kind  of  reascMiing  was  this,  or  how  did  the  gwlk- 
man  propose  to  reconciie  it?  WasiteonwMi 
with  the  warmth  which  had  been  dtseoveRd,tt 
sny  that  alt  Uiis  diseussion,  all  this  length  of  du 
had  been  oonsomed  upon  nothing  1  But  ihk  kini 
of  language  had  something  more  serious  in  tt,  fii 
this  proiubitian  of  nobility  formed  one  of  the  ^ 
lars  of  the  Constitution ;  so  that  to  call  a  priseifle 
recognised  and  affirmed  by  the  CoosututioDi 
trifle,  or  nothing,  and  so  on,  was  a  very  HoguirM 
proceeding.  Another  notable  argument  agaiod 
agreeing  to  his  amendment  had  been,  that  it 
people^ready  detested  nobility  so-thoroughly tbn 
It  was  not  worth  while  to  pass  this  ameodoni) 
as  their  hatred  of  it  would  mU  an  end  to  it  with- 
out a  law.  It  was  enough  tnat  the  two  principil 
reasons  against  his  amendment  were,  first,  ilitiii 
was  authorized  by  the  ConstUutioo,  and  sanwdlf, 
that  it  wonld  be  aneeBUe  to  the  people.  Hi! 
stxvnm  that  the  wifl  of  the  peoide,  who  aeadn 
here,  is  to  have  no  ii^umce  m  Uiis  House,  bnm 
to  be  turned  into  an  argument  against  pasiiBgi 
law  1  Mr.  O.  would  adhere  to  his  ameadBtai, 
because,  as  the  law  now  stands,  there  is  uodiii| 
to  hinder  a  foreigner  with  a  title  to  beeomt  ■ 
American  citizen,  and  obtain  a  seat  in  this  Hon, 
and  hold  both  his  office  and  his  title.  Ur.  G.  nefl 
answered  a  part  of  the  argument  df  Mr.  W.  Si"^ 
that  malting  ^ide  renounce  theii  titles  wow 
only  rivet  uieir  attachment  to  them,  and  unit 
ttwm,  perhaps  think  of  these  things,  when  oAer- 
wise  they  would  hAve  been  forgotten.  Mr.Q.«i4' 
was  quite  a  new  kind  of  argument,  that  to  m""^ 
a  thing,  was  the  way  to  give  it  exigence,  nw 
rule  were  to  hoM,  he  believed  that  some  inefl»» 
of  the  House  would  renounce  things  whiek  twf 
very  much  wanted.  For  examfde,  he  btxam 
sbrald  possibly  renounce  a  hundred  tbooESM  dol- 
lars. As  to  the  call  for  yeas  and  nays,  he  bad  imh 
time  ago  informed  the  House  that  hegiTeiqtu" 
point.  The  thins  could  not  affect  him,  either  » 
way  or  another,  because  his  HttOittuatavrnti- 
ready  known.  „ 
Mr.  Tbact  regretted  that  so  much  time  sh«** 
be  lost  on  trifling  subjects.  We  had  seen  tbe ju- 
tional  Convention  of  France  diminish 
nity,  by  spending  three  or  four  days  on  the^^"* 
ness  of  giving  a  name  to  the  late  Duke  of  Or*** 
and,  hardly  had  they  finished,  by  givisf  him 
namaof  EWitA,  before  in  subwtance  he  beetme  * 
bad  that  they  cut  his  head  off;  What  good  M 
his  renunciation  of  title  do,  excepting  tbat » 
afibrded  him  a  short  oimortunity  of  deeeinng  *> 
fellow-citizens?  Mr.  T.  said  he  was  faUyj* 
vinced,  and  had  been  so  from  the  beginning  cifw 
debate  on  the  Naturalization  bill,  that  a  lenga  » 
time  was  the  only  valuable  probation  o(  «■>  '''^ 
and  the  (mly  successfril  mode  of  discenii^  ^ 
princii^es,  and  the  justice  and  ptomkVf  of  w 
claim  to  be  naturalized.  He  thought  ^''^J^ 
ments  of  the  gentleman  from  Virgima  [Mr.OjJ*! 
w«e  highly  commendable,  when  he  "'^^^L 
to  avoid  extremes  in  politics,  and  adopt  t  so^ 
medium  of  political  reasoning,  suited  to  tbe  siwT 
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and  lational  temper  of  Americaiu,  equally  re- 
moveiL  oq  the  one  band,  from  tyranny,  and  on  the 
other  from  anarchy.  And  he  would  ask,  whether 
■aolemn  abjuratioD  of  all  foreign  allegiaDce,  with 
proofs  of  a  good  moral  charaqter,  and  attachment 
to  the  principles  of  our  Gorenunent,  would  not 
aeoore  us,  as  to  the  principles  of  the  heart,  as 
tboioiighly^  without  tae  farce  of  renonncuig  his 
title,  as  with  it?  He  considered  titles,  in  this 
oountry,  as  rery  empty,  unmeaning  things ;  and 
tihcy  would  go  into  disuse  of  themselves,  having 
mo  solid  suf^rt,  either  in  the  habits  or  constitu- 
tion of  this  country.  Bu^  by  the  Constitution  of 
United  States,  any  citizen  might  receive  and 
co^oy  a  title  from  a  foreign  Prince  or  Sovereignty, 
and  Congress  could  not  fffcrent  it.  The  words 
of  the  Constitution  are : 

"No  ti^  of  noliili^  dudl  be  granted  the  United 
Statss ;  and  no  person  kolding  taj  office  of  profit  or 
trast,  undei  thcoa,  riuU,  vriUioot  tb«  oonseat  of  Cmigrcss, 
aeenpt  any  present,  emolnment,  office,  m  title,  at  say 
Mm  lAatovsr,  ftna  any  Xxuh  Pi^um,  or  finolgn 

Mr.  T.  supposed  it  was  clear  that  Congress  had 
no  power  respeotine  this  matter,  but  what  was 
expressly  delegated  by  the  Constitution,  and  that 
had  given  them  a  check  only  on  officers  of  their 
own  appointment,  leaving  every  other  citizen^  not 
an  officer  of  Qovemment,  at  liberty  to  retain  a 
foreign  title  if  he  pleased.  And  an  alien  might, 
even  if  this  amen&aent  should  pass,  renounce  his 
title,  become  naturalized,  and  in  an  hour  accept 
of  the  same  title,  or  another,  from  any  foreign 
Prince,  and  Congress  can  make  no  laws  to  prevent 
it.  If  it  be  a  fault  that  our  citizens  can  receive 
and  enjoy  titles,  it  is  a  Constitutional  one ;  Con- 

Efls  are  not  bUmeable  for  it,  but  they  would  be 
meablewere  they  to  arrogate  powers  not  siven 
them,  upon  this  or  any  other  subject.  Mr.  T.  re- 
pealed, that  there  eot^d  be  no  danger  in  this  coun- 
try from  titles ;  they  were  universally  considered 
av  trifles,  and  it  would  be  dignifying  them  too 
nauch  to  legislate  about  them.  He  asked  the  gen- 
tleman who  brought  forward  this  motion,  whether 
it  was  not,  in  a  measure,  a  departure  from  bis 
former  declaration,  of  sober,  rational  temper,  in 
politics,  to  insist  so  much  upon  its  importance  as 
be  did?  He  was  sorry  the  yeas  and  nays  were  in- 
sisled  upon  with  so  much  spirit;  it  looked  like 
party,  in  a  very  unimportant  matter :  he  did  not 
mean  to  accuse  sjiy  man,  or  men,  and  mentioned 
it  with  diffidence,  but  it  really  struck  his  mind  in 
this  way.  Much  had  been  said  about  adhering  to 
the  Conatitutitm  strictly,  on  former  oceasicnu; 
hat,  from  many  things  said  now,  it  seemed  as 
ihouffh  there  was  no  safety  for  the  people,  unless 
the  House  of  Representatives  absorb«]  the  whole 
Governmental  power.  Mr.  T.  said,  if  that  House 
should  become  political  cannibals,  and  attempt  to 
devour  both  the  other  branches  of  the  Legislature, 
he  would  omiose  it.  whether  it  was  populu  or  not, 
jfbr  he  considered  the  Constitutional  checks  of  the 
branches  of  this  Government,  upon  one  another, 
aa  containing  the  most  complete  security  for  lib- 
erty, that  any  people  could  enjoy.  If  bis  construc- 
tion, was  a  just  one,  Mr.  T.  thought  the  amend- 
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ment  could  do  no  good;  it  formed  a  test  which 
might  make  hypocrites,  but  not  proselytes ;  it  strip- 
ped an  alien  for  a  moment  of  a  trifle,  which  in  the 
next  he  might  resume  and  wear  forever. 

Mr.  Sedgwick. — Has  it  not  been  said  that  there 
was  a  party  in  the  United  States,  not  only  for 
Aristocracy,  but  even  for  Monarchy  1  Is  not  the 
presemt  a  most  favorable  opportunity  for  holding 
up  these  people  to  popular  resentment?  He  was 
convinced  that  the  gentleman  who  moved  this 
amendment  bad  no  design  of  doing  any  such  thing, 
but  that  did  not  lessen  the  reality.  He  said  that 
Mr.  Giles  had  brought  gentlemen  into  a  dilemma, 
which  he  did  not,  or  would  not,  see.  They  had 
at  first  opposed  the  motion,  as  trifling,  and  this 
they  bad  a  right  to  do.  The  member  [Mr.  Giles] 
then  moved  his  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays^  and  if 
gentlemen  who  had  already  spi^en  against  the 
amendment,  were  now  to  dra whack,  and  vote  for 
it,  they  would  betray  a  disgraceful  poverty  of 
spirit  Their  constituenb  would  say  that  their 
votes  had  been  given  m  terrorem  of  tne  yeas  and 
nays.  The  motives  for  pushing  thu  call  could 
be  nothing  else  but  to  stigmatize  members  of  that 
House,  as  wanting  to  introduce  a  nobility,  whereas 
they  opposed  the  amendment  on  no  such  account, 
but  merely  because  it  was  not  worth  their  taking 
up.  As  to  himself,  he  did  not  care.  He  could 
not  wish  to  stand  better  with  bis  constituents  than 
he  actually  did.  He  was  well  known  to  them. 
But,  in  other  quarters  of  the  Continent,  it  might 
be  said  that  the  Eastern  States  were  represented 
by  aristocrats.  If  this  be  a  desirable  object,  said 
Mr.  3.,  in  God's  name,  let  gentlemen  persist  in 
calling  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  It  will  be  said, 
"  there  go  the  Eastern  aristocrats !  They  want  to 
import  nobility  here,  when  it  can  no  longer  exist 
in  Europe!"  Mr.  S.  said,  that  at  first,  he  gave  but 
bttle  opposition  to  the  amendment,  thinkingit  frivo- 
lous. He  ru>eatedly  declared,  upon  his  honor,  that 
he  firmly  believed  tt  to  be  so,  and  that  he  had  no 
other  reason  for  opposing  it.  If  he  had  been,  upon 
this  occasion,  warmer  than  usual,  he  was  sorry  for 
it;  but  the  mischievous  and  unconciUating  conse- 
quences of  this  call  for  Uie  yeas  and  nays,  had 
hart  him  exceedingly. 

Mr.  Madison  denied  the  assertion  of  Mr.  Sedg- 
wick, that  the  amendment  was  trifling ;  and  the 
memoer  himself  seemed  to  betray,  by  his  behaviour 
a  consciousness  that  he  had  not  promoted  concili- 
ation. Ac  abolition  of  titles  was  essential  to  a 
Republican  revolution,  and  therefore  such  an  abo- 
lition bad  been  highly  proper  in  France.  The 
SOBS  of  the  Cincinnati  could  not  have  inherited 
their  honors,  and  yet  the  minds  of  the  Americans 
were  universally  diufusted  with  the  institution, 
and  in  particular,  in  South  Carolina ;  yet  a  mem- 
ber from  that  State  [Mr.  W.  Smith]  has  told  the 
House  that  his  constitusits  were  under  no  fears 
of  aristocracy,  and  that  they  could  hear  titles 
without  emotion.  Even  the  Chief  Magistrate  of 
South  Carolina  had  told  the  Cincinnati  that  these 
distinctions  ought  to  be  laid  aside. 

Mr.  HiLLHODSE  thought  it  quite  frivolous  to 
spend  time  upon  the  motion.  That  was  all  his 
objection.    It  had  been  said  that,  allowing  the 
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amendment  to  be  trifling,  yet  it  was  no  harm  to 
make  an  idle  law,  and  ^at  therefore  it  should  be 
agreed  to  for  the  sake  of  conciliation.  Snpposing 
a  man  to  make  a  will,  bequeathing  a  hundred 
thousand  guineas,  when  he  was  not  worth  a  shil- 
ling, there  would  be  one  serious  effect  at  least,  for 
it  would  make  the  testator  ridiculous.  To  legis- 
late for  the  sake  of  expressing  a  sentiment,  was 
Tery  silly,  and  what  he  never  should  agree  to.  If 
Mr.  Giles  would  make  an  amendment  incapaci- 
tating all  foreigners  whatever  from  holding,  upon 
any  account,  a  civil  office  in  America,  Mr.  H. 
would  agree  with  him.  because  he  did  not  want  to 
see  anj  of  them  in  sucii  offices,  and  conceived  that 
Americans  could  legislate  for  themselves  much 
better  without  any  such  assistance. 

Mr.  Lyjuh  said,  that  whenever  a  member  of 
that  House  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  it  was  a 
rule  with  him  to  rise  and  second  the  motion,  be- 
cause the  people  had,  upon  all  occasions,  a  right  to 
know  their  votes ;  and  even  if  only  one  member 
desires  the  yeas  and  nays  to  be  taken,  Mr.  L.  con- 
ceived that  it  ought  to  be  done,  as  the  thing  was 
in  itself  so  highly  proper.  Since  he  had  the  honor 
of  a  seat  in  that  House,  therefore,  he  had  always 
seconded  every  call  for  yeas  ana  naySj  that  the 
public  might  understand,  as  fully  as  possible,  wh&t 
they  were  about,  and  how  their  votes  went.  He 
said  that  it  was  extremely  improper  to  ascribe 
wrong  motives,  when  gentlemen  supported  a  call 
for  yeas  and  naya.  It  was  sacrificing  the  dignity 
of  the  House  to  cast  out  such  insinuations.  When 
the  call  had  once  been  made  and  agreed  to,  it 
would  be  very  mean  to  retract  it,  to  gratify  any 
member.  The  public  had  always,  and  without 
any  exception,  a  right  to  know  ynaX  their  Repre- 
sentatives were  dome,  and  how  they  were  voting, 
«nd  he,  for  one,  should  adhere  to  the  call. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  that  he  had  already  put  a 
question  which  nobody  had  answered,  and  on  that 
account  he  shoulS  now  rise  and  put  It  again.  What 
are  the  emigrant  nobility  to  renounce?  When 
they  come  into  this  country,  they  possess  not  one 
privilege  which  is  not  possessed  by  everybody 
else.  He  had  expected  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Giles,]  when  last  up,  would  have 
explained  this  matter,  hut  he  had  not  done  it. 
The  great  bugbear  was,  lest  a  ci-devant  Lord  may 

Set  a  seat  here,  and  that  sfmiebody  may  call  him 
fy  Lord.  But,  even  after  you  have  got  his  re- 
npneiation  of  nobility,  if  other  {people  choose  to 
give  him  his  titles,  you  can  neither  hinder  nor 
punish  them;  so  that  the  amendment  is,  to  all 
practical  intents  and  purposes,  absolutely  useless 
and  nugatory.  Some  members  of  this  House  be- 
long to  the  order  of  Cincinnati.  If  they  come 
here  with  badges  at  their  hutton-holes,  can  you 
forbid  them  ?  He  wished  that  gentlemen  would 
sbovv  what  was  to  be  renounced.  There  was 
nothing  at  all  to  renounce.  The  whole  amend- 
ment is  totally  futile. 

Mr.  Dexter  then  rose,  but  the  House  had  be- 
come so  impatient  for  the  question,  that  he  was 
heard  with  difficulty.  He  only  wanted  to  ask 
whether  the  call  for  yeas  and  nays  was  withdrawn 
or  not? 


Mr.  MoDowBLi.  said  that  he  had  alretdy  in* 
formed  the  House  diat  he  should  nistst  rat  Ac 
call. 

Mr.  Ahbb  then  asked,  whether  it  was  not  con- 
petent  to  put  the  previous  question,  viz:  ShiU 
this  call  be  now  taken  ? 

The  Speaker,  in  reply,  said,  that  according  to 
his  judgment,  the  previous  question  could  hare 
been  regularly  taken  upon  any  topic  whaterer, 
which  produced  a  debate;  but  the  House, byaw- 
cent  decision,  bad  determined  that  Uie  previnu 
question  could  not  be  regularly  taken  apon  u 
amendment. 

He  was  then  asked,  whether  tlie  call  of  ytsm- 
day  was  valid  to-day,  or  if  it  was  necessary  for 
the  members  to  rise  over  again  1  Mr.  Sgdswici 
was  clearly  of  this  opinion ;  in  which  Ae  Snu- 
ER,  after  some  eoDsideration,  concurred,  as  sow 
gentlemen  had  deserted  the  eaU,and  he,uireaiitT, 
did  not  know  whether  a  fifth  partof  themendKn 
would  support  a  call  or  not. 

It  was  then  suegested,  that  there  eeuld  not  be  i 
second  call,  if  the  first  was  disappointed;  tai 
some  gentleman  said,  that  he  hopied  do  member 
would  insist  on  a  thing  so  extremely  distressiDg 
to  the  feelings  of  many  members.  Several  geo- 
tlemen  had  now  attempted  to  speak  at  the  same 
time,  and  the  mischievous  and  unconciUatiag  ef^ 
fects  of  the  call  were  enumerated  with  much  m- 
phasis. 

Mr.  New  at  last  came  forward,  and  dechred 
that  he  moved  for  a  call.  Mr.  McDowell  saidihe 
same. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  then  rose  again.  He  aiqw&M 

to  the  House,  that,  since  he  had  a  seat  m  Cos- 
gress,  he  had  never  troubled  them  with  a  call 
more  than  a  very  few  times ;  and  he  tffinned, 
upon  bis  honor,  that  he  never  had  moved  for  toe 
yeas  and  nays  at  all,  unless  he  was  mtGertaia 
how  the  votes  of  the  House  would  go.  Bat  the 
gentlemen  who  now  moved  for  the  call  had  not 
this  excuse.  They  knew  very  well  that  they 
would  carry  their  pointj  and  that  by  a  large 
jority ;  so  that  the  insisting  for  the  yeas  and  nap 
could  arise  only  from  a  design  that  gentlaneo 
who  voted  against  the  amendment  should  be  hm 
oat  to  the  public  as  wanting  to  introduce  a  im|«- 
ity.  He  owed  little  to  Mr.  &lb8  for  havingmib- 
drawn  his  motion,  when  others  were  so  retoT  ^ 
renew  it. 

Mr.  New,  on  hearing  these  remarks,  declain 
that  he  should  withdraw  his  motira,  since  so 
much  had  been  said  about  it. 

Mr.  Blount  then  rose,  and  said  that  it 
needless  to  waste  time,  for  the  yeas  and 
must  and  should  be  taken. 

Twenty-three  members  seconded  his  motioa, 
and  the  Speaker  declared  that  the  point  was  w* 
determined. 

Mr.  Dexter  next  rose,  and  observed  that  » 
had  withdravtm  his  amendment,  under  a  hope  « 
conciliation,  and  that  the  yeas  and  nays  ww« 
not  be  taken.  But  since  this  request  had  been 
refused,  he  should  move  it  again,  and  ^^"T 
yeas  and  nays  upon  that  likewise,  and  beuire  ik 
other.  He  went  over  the  beaten  gtoand  of  tM 
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bad  consequences  of  holding  members  up  to  popu- 
lar resentment. 

Mr.  Venable  said,  that  if  the  gcntlemaa  were 
so  disposed  he  should  willingly  trf  the  question 
at  once  on  this  motion,  withoat  further  investiga- 
tion about  it. 

On  calling  over  the  names,  there  were,  on  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Dexter— yeas  28,  nays  63.  as 
follows : 

VBAS^Fitdter  Ames,  James  Arnurtrong,  Sheaija^ab 
Bourne,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Cof- 
fin, Joshtu  Coit,  Samuel  Dexter,  Dwight  Foster,  £ie- 
kiel  Gilbert,  Henry  Glenn,  Beigamin  Goodhoe,  James 
Gordon,  liwmu  Hartley,  James  HUIbouBe,  Samuel 
Holtea,  Heniy  Latimer,  Amasa  Learned,  William  Ly- 
man, Frauds  Malboae,  William  Vans  Murray,  Theo- 
dore Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  George  Thatcher, 
Uriah  Tracy,  John  B.  Van  Alien,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck, 
and  Peleg  Wadsworth. 

NiTSi^ — Theodorus  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Le- 
muel Benton,  Thomas  Blount,  Elia«  Boudinot,  Benja- 
min Bourne,  Thomas  P.  Games,  Thomas  Claiborne, 
Isaac  Coles,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Henry  Dearborn,  Geoi^e 
Dent,  Benjamin  Edwards,  Thomas  FitBrimoni,  WilUam 
B.  Giles,  James  Gilleqiie,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Christopher 
Oreenup,  Andrew  Oregg,  William  B.  Grove,  (Seorge 
Hancodi:,  Carter  B.  Hanison,  John  Heath,  Daniel 
Heister,  John  Hunter,  William  Inrine,  John  Wtlkes 
Kittera,  Sichard  Bland  Lee,  Matthew  Locke,  Nathaniel 
Maoon,  James  Madison,  Joseph  M'Dowell,  Alexander 
Mebane,  William  Mon^omeiy,  Andrew  Moore,  Peter 
MuUenberg,  Joeeph  Neville,  Anthony  New,  John 
Nicolas,  Nathaniel  NOe^  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John 
Pag«,  Jonah  PaAer,  Andrew  Pickens,  Francis  Preston, 
Robert  Rutherford,  Thomas  Scott,  John  S.  Sherburne, 
John  Smilie,  Israel  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift,  lliomas  Tredwell,  Jonathan 
Trumbull,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Abraham  Venable, 
Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Francis  Walker,  Benjamin  Wil- 
liams, Paine  Wingate,  Richard  Winn,  ukI  Joseph 
Winston. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Giles  was  then  taken 
up,  and  determined  in  the  affirmAtive — yeas  59, 
nays  32,  as  follows : 

Ybas.— •Theodorus  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Lemu- 
el Benton,  Thomas  Bbnnt,  Thomas  P.  Cames,  Thomas 
Claiborne,  Isaac  Cotes,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Henry  Dear- 
born, Gecvge  Dent,  Benjamin  Edwards,  William  Find- 
ley,  William  B.  Giles,  James  Gillespie,  Nicholas  Gilman, 
Christopher  Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg,  WilHam  Bany 
Orore,  George  Hancock,CntCTB.Hairison,  J<^n  HeaA, 
Danid  Heister,  Samuel  Holten,  John  Hunter,  William 
Irvine,  Henry  Latimer,  William  Lyman,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con, James  Madison,  Francis  Malbone,  Joseph  Mc- 
Dowell, Alexander  Mebane,  William  Montgomen^,  An- 
drew Moore,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray, 
Joee^  Neville,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Natha- 
niel NiIes,,Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah  Paiker, 
Andrew  Pi^ens,  Prands  Preston,  Robert  Rutherford, 
Thomas  Scott,  John  S.  Sherbnme,  J<dm  Smilie,  Israel 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Philb  Van 
Cortlandt,  Abraham  Venable,  Francu  Walker,  Benja- 
min Williams,  Paine  Wingate,  Richard  Winn,  and 
Joseph  Winston. 

Nats. — Fisher  Ames,  James  Armstrong,  Elias  Bou- 
dinot, Sheadashub  Bourne,  BenjaminBotime,  Lambert 
Cadwalader,  David  Cobb,  PeU«  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit, 


Samnd  Dexter,  Thomas  Pitzsimone,  Dwight  Foster, 
Ezekiel  Gilbert,  Henry  Glenn,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
James.  Gordon,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  HiUhoose, 
John  Wilkes  Itittera,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland 
Lee,  Matthew  Loc^  Theodora  8ei%wi<^  WllfiM 
Smith,  Zei^ianiah  Swift,  George  l^atdwr,  Uiialk  Tt^ 
cy,  Jonathan  Tramhull,  Ji^  E.  Van  Afimi,  Peter  Van 
Gaasbeck,  Pdeg  Wadmvordi,  and  Joemkh  Wads- 
worth. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments agreed  to,  be  recommitted  to  Mr.MADiaoii, 
Mr.  Dbxteb,  and  Mr.  Casnbs. 


MoMOAT,  Jannary  6. 

Thomas  Sfrioo,  from  Maryland,  appeared, and 
took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  Thomas  Dannery,  Consul  of  the 
French  Republic,  residing  in  the  town  of  Boston, 
in  the  State  of  MassachusettSjin  behalf  of  a  num- 
ber of  French  citizens,  late  mhabitants  of  Saint 
Pierre's  and  Miquelon,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  praying  a  remission  of  the  tonnage  du* 
tie»  accruing  on  sundry  shallops  and  small  scnoon- 
ers,  which  were  employed  to  convey  the  said 
French  citizens  to  the  said  town  of  Boston,  from 
Halifax  and  Shelburne,  in  the  province  of  Nova 
Scotia,  where  they  were  sent  as  prisoners,  by  the 
British  army,  in  the  course  of  the  late  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  Mr.  Sahogl  Smith,  Mr.  Lthak,  and  Mr.  Van 
Cortu^ndt;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinioii 
thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  and  report  whether  any,  and  what,  alter- 
ations ought  to  be  made  to  the  act  imposing  du- 
ties on  snuff  manufactured  within  the  United 
States;  and  that  Mr.  William  Smith,  Mr.  Ni- 
cholas, Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  Mr.  Ltman,  and  Mr. 
FiNDLBY,  be  the  said  conunittee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  prepare  and  report  a  plan  for  the  reduction  of 
the  Public  Debt,  to  whom  was  committed  the 
memorial  of  suDarr  manufacturers  of  tobacco  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  same,  and  that  the 
said  memorial  be  referred  to  the  committee  last 
appointed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  Uie  ascertainment 
of  certain  losses  of  the  officers  of  GoTernmeat, 
and  other  citizens,  by  the  insurgents  in  the  West- 
ern counties  of  Pennsylvania,  and  providing  some 
present  reliei  to  the  sufferers. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  further  pro- 
vision in  casesof  drawbacks}  and,  alter  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  conndera* 
tion^andmadeseTeral  amendments  thereto;  which 
were  severally,  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
Houae. 
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Ordered,  That  the  aaid  bill,  with  the  amend* 
meats,  be  engrossed,  and  lead  the  third  time  to- 

A  mewage  from  the  Senate  infonncd  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bUl,  entitled  "  An 
aet  further  eztendiiw  the  time  for  receiving  on 
Loan  the  Domestio  Debt  <^  the  United  States;" 
to  which  thejr  desire  the  eoncurrence  of  this 
House. 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  rep<Mrt  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  consider  and  report  on  the  expedien- 
cy of  making  any  further  alterations  in  the  Laws 
of  the  United  States  relative  to  the  cession  of  the 
jurisdiction  by  particular  States,  in  lands  where 
are  established,  or  may  by  law  be  directed  to  be 
built  and  established,  light-houses,  buoys,  and  pub- 
lie  juers ;  and,  after  tome  time  spent  therein,  (be 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  report  under  consideratim,  and  come  to 
a  resolution  thereupon ;  which  he  delivered  in  at 
the  Clerk's  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate^  entitled  "An 
act  further  extending  the  time  tot  receiving  on 
Loan  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  States," 
was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
£rom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing reports  on  sundry  petitions ;  which  letter  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabic. 

THE  FORTIFICATIONS. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  WhoK  House  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Se- 
eretary  of  War,  respecting  the  Fortifications  o£ 
the  United  States. 


On  this  subject^  Mr.  Madison  objected  to  the 
making  the  Fortifications  in  the  most  expensive 
and  durable  style,  because  it  may  hereafter  be 
found,  that  the  situations  which  have  been  chosen 
are  not  the  most  proper. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  that  the  objection  of  the 
gentleman  struck  him  very  forcibly.  He  then 
mentioned  the  absard  management  at  Baltimore, 
as  to  their  erecting  FortificatuHis,  which  were  well 
built,  looked  extremely  well,  and  had  only  one 
fault,  viz:  that  they  were  abHilutely  ueeleee.  Ad 
hundred  men  might  at  any  time  land  from  behind, 
take  the  battery  in  the  rear,  and  turn  it  against 
the  defenders.  Vast  labor  had  been  bestowed  on 
it  by  the  people  of  Baltimore,  and  their  labor  and 
the  public  money  had  been  equally  cast  away. 
Mr.  S.  had  little  confidence  in  Land  Fortifications. 
He  instanced  Mud  Island,  of  which  he  spoke  as  a 
military  man,  and  from  personal  knowledge.  The 
Fortifications  could  not  have  hindered  British 
ships  from  coming  up  the  river,  but  for  the  che- 
veaux  de  Jrize.  They  protected  that,  but  could 
not,  of  themselves,  have  kept  a  ship  from  coming 
t^ ;  BO,  he  reckoned  that  much  money  had  been 
east  away  on  them,  too.  Floating  batteries  might 
be  of  service,  but  not  land  battertes. 


The  Committee  roee,  repmrted  process,  aad 
asked  leave  to  ut  again. 

Mr.  Madibom,  from  the  select  committee,  re- 
ported a  new  bill  of  Naturalizaticm,  containing  the 
amendments  recommitted,  and  also  whateverwu 
necessary  from  the  Old  Law,  so  that  the  Isttcr 
should  be  entirely  superseded.  The  report  wu 
read  by  the  Clerk,  and  made  the  order  of  the  dtf 
for  to-morrow. 

ToBSOAT,  January  6. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  ascertainment  of  c«- 
tain  losses  of  the  officers  of  Government  and  other 
citizens,  by  the  insurgents  in  the  Western  cood- 
ties  of  Pennsylvania,  and  providing  some  preset 
relief  to  the  sufferers,  was  read  the  third  time,  sid 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  farther  provisioa  ia 
cases  of  drawbacks  was  read  the  third  time,uJ 

passed. 

A  memorial  and  remonstrance  of  the  sugu  n- 
finers,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  was  preseoui 
to  the  Hoi|se  and  read,  praying  a  revisioo  of  die 
Excise  Laws  of  the  United  Sutes ;  and  thst  so 
much  of  the  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Cos- 
grass,  entitled  "  An  act  Uying  ceruin  duties 
snuff  and  refined  sum,"  as  imposes  a  duty  tm  «■ 
gar  refined  within  Uie  United  States,  may  bew- 
pealed. 

Ordered,  That  Ae  said  memorial  and  MMt- 
strance  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  and  report  whether  any,  and  what,  iltwt- 
tions  ought  to  ne  made  in  the  act  impodngdnbes 
on  snuff  mauofactared  within  the  United  8tM«t 
and  that  Mr.  Fitzbimons  uid  Mr.  Madibwi  n 
added  to  the  said  committee. 

A  memorial  of  the  Transylvania  Coin|iuirr 
commonly  called  Richard  Henderson  &  Compa- 
ny, was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  prtying 
that  such  compensation  may  be  made  to  the  me 
morialists  and  their  legal  representatives,  for  > 

Jiiantity  of  land  which  they  purchased  from  tfce 
Iherokee  Indians,  in  the  year  one  thousand  sen" 
hundred  and  seventy-four,  and  has  since  oM 
ceded  to  the  United  States,  bv  the  treaty  of  Hw- 
ston,  as  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall  west 
naeet.  . 
Ordered,  That  the  aaid  memorial  do  ite  «  w 

table.   ^ 

A  petition  of  James  Denniston,  of  Ohw  ctM 
in  the  Stale  of  Virginia,  waa  presented  WJJ 
House  and  read,  praying  that  the  location  wtow 
he  has  made  of  the  proportion  of  land,  due  for  w 
services  during  the  me  war.  in  the  second  b»p 
of  townships  oo  the  river  Ohio,  toge*^*".*" 
improvements  thereon,  may  be  confirmed  to  b^i 
and  a  prant  issued  for  the  same.  Also,  a  pen"" 
of  Elijah  Woods,  tc  the  same  effect.      ,  i 

Ordered.  That  the  said  petitions  be  ««"f*J: 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  rtf^ 
of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  "^'J^ 
tion  of  sundry  soldiers  in  the  late  Annf  »■ 
United  States.  .  j 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  CwnS^'flJ 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementarr  to  titf*" 
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Tal  acts  imposing  duties  on  goods,  wares  and  mer- 
chandise, imported  into  the  United  Slates ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committe  rose, 
and  reported  the  bill  with  amendments. 

NATURALIZATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  committee  on  the 
bill  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  Naturaliza- 
tion, and  to  repeal  the  law  formerly  made  on  that 
head.  One  of  the  ctaoses  in  the  new  bill  proposed 
to  make  aliens  becoming  citizens  of  the  United 
States  abjure  their  allegiance  to  all  other  States 
farexter. 

Mr.  BoDDiitOT  said,  that  a  very  respectable  emi- 
grant, who  had  brought  a  large  fortune  with  faim, 
and  iroo  would  very  likely  w  of  much  use  to  the 
country,  had  assured  him  that,  rather  than  swal- 
low such  an  oath,  he  would  return  to  his  own 
connttr.  Mr.  B.  declared,  that  he  alwajrs  had  con- 
sidered oaths  of  allegiance  as  an  imposition.  They 
might  keep  awa^  men  who  had  scruples,  because 
they  had  principles;  others  would  swear,  and 
break  off,  when  it  suited  them.  The  word  Jorever 
implied  that  these  people  were  not  at  liberty  to 
return  home,  and  reassume  the  allegiance  to  tneir 
own  country.  What  if  the  United  States  >?ere  to 
become  a  tyrannical  Government?  Were  people 
not  to  have  the  liberty  of  leaving  it?  It  had  been 
replied  by  some  gentlemen  that  the  word  forever 
did  noi  imply  that  the  emigrant  would  never  be 
at  Kberty  to  return  to  his  country,  and  resume  bis 
former  allegiance.  On  that  groand,  they  had 
ursed  to  keep  it  in.  Others  had  asserted  uiat  it 
convey  such  a  si^pufication,  and  for  that  rea- 
son they  would  hare  it  kept  in.  How  is  an  alien 
in  this  case  to  act?  One  party  say  your  oath 
means  thus,  and  therefore  you  may  take  it.  Ano- 
ther set  of  gentlemen  give  the  oath  an  opposite 
meaningjand  insist  on  its  being  taken.  What  kind 
of  swearing  is  this,  said  Mr.  &?  To  enact  oaths 
which  the  very  makers  of  the  law  could  not  agree 
about  the  meaning  of,  was  to  him  very  odd.  He 
had  done  his  duty  in  exposing  the  absurdity  of  the 
thing,  and  should  move  to  strike  out  forever. 

This  motion  was  carried.  And  the  Cktmmittee 
rose,  and  the  Chairman  reported  progress. 


WinMBBBK,  Jannary  7. 

A  petition  of  James  Caldwell,  of  the  city  of 
Albany,  in  die  State  of  New  York,  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  praying  a  remission  of  the 
daties  imposed  by  law  on  a  quantity  of  snuff  me 
nu&ctured  by  the  petitioner,  which,  together  with 
his  manufactory,  and  other  property,  was  con- 
sumed by  fire,  on  the  12th  day  of  July  last. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  preferred  to 
die  committee  appointed  to  inquire  and  report 
whether  any,  and  what,  alterations  ought  to  be 
made  in  the  act  imposing  duties  on  snuff  manu- 
fectured  within  the  iJnited  States. 

A  memorial  of  John  Field,  Jesse  and  Robert 
Wain,  and  Hartsliorne,  Large,  &.  Company,  mer- 
chants, of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  the  exporta- 
tion of  lead  from  the  United  States  may  be  per- 


[aorR. 


mitted  in  dl  yesaek  engaged  in  the  India  or  Chir 
na  trade. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  Mr.  PiTstBiMONS,  Mr.  Qooratm,  and  Mr.  Bo- 
TBBBPOBn  -y  that  tliey  do  examine  the  matter  thne- 
of,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  there- 
upon, to  tne  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  ye^rday  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  to  the  bill  sa[^ementary  to  thje 
several  acts  imposing  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  inte  the  United  States. 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended,  and,  to- 
gether with  the  amendments,  ordered  to  be  enr 
groBsed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Epaj^ras 
Jones,  in  behalf  of  himself,  Stepen  Qorbam,  Shu- 
bal  Qorham,  and  Charles  Selden ;  and,  after  some 
lime  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that 
the  Committee  had  had  the  said  report  under  con:- 
sideration,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupcm  i 
which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
as  follows : 

Reeolvedy  That  it  shall  wd  may  be  lawful  for 
the  Collecttv  of  the  District  of  New  York,  to  re- 
mit to  Epaphras  Jones,  Stephen  Qorham,  Shubal 
Qorham,  and  Charles  Selden,  owners  of  the  brig- 
autine  called  the  Peru,  the  duties  of  impost  and 
tonnage  which  may  be  incurred,  in  consequence 
of  the  incompetent  or  invalid  register  of  the  said 
brigantine ;  provided  they  shall  obtain,  within  cme 
hundred  and  twenty  days,  a  new  register  for  the 
said  brigantin&  in  the  manner  nrescribed  by  law. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Qood- 
HDB,  Mr.  Coffin,  and  Mr.  Qiuun,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  r^>ort  of  the  select  committee,  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Mary  S.  Jones. 

There  was  a  considerable  d^ree  of  doubt  whe- 
ther this  case  did  not  fall  withu  the  statute  of  li- 
mitation lately  passed. 

Mr.  Montgomery  was  clearly  of  opinion  that 
it  did  so.  He  thought  it  would  be  a  degree  of  tri- 
fling in  the  House,  to  make  a  law  in  one  session, 
and  in  the  next  to  declare  that  there  was  to  be  an 
exception  to  it. 

Several  other  gentlemen  spoke,  and,  as  it  ap- 
peared that  there  was  no  general  opinion  formed 
on  the  ^abject.  the  Committee  rose,  the  Chairnum 
reported  prioress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again, 
w  hich  was  granted. 

The  House  took  upthe  Naturalization  Bill.  The 
word  forever  was  struck  out  agreeaUv  to  the 
ameBdraeni  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The 
House  w«at  through  the  other  amendments.  The 
bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  FiTzsiHONB  observed,  that  the  saving  iu 
the  Post  Office  had  lately  amounted  to  a  consider- 
able sum.  He  did  not  imagiae  that  the  money 
could  be  applied  to  a  better  use  than  for  the  mak- 
ing of  Post  Roads.  He  laid  on  the  table  a  motion 
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for  formiog  out  of  this  fund  b  road  between  the 
Southern  and  filastem  States. 

PROHULaATION  OF  THE  LAWS. 

There  was  then  a  motion  for  going  into  a  Com- 
mittee OD  the  report  of  the  select  committee  rela- 
tive to  the  more  general  promulgation  of  the  Laws 
of  the  United  States.  OeDtlemeo  seemed  cod- 
nderably  at  a  loss  in  what  way  this  promulgation 
coold  be  most  effectually  accomplished.  Various 
schemes  were  proposed,  of  which  not  one  appeared 
to  meet  the  general  sense  of  the  members.  Among 
other  expedients,  it  was  proposed  to  transmit  them 
to  the  seTeral  States. 

But,  on  this  head,  Mr.  Baldwin  remarked  that, 
if  these  States  were  not  more  successful  in  circu- 
lating the  Laws  of  Congress  tban  they  sometimes 
were  in  distrilmting  their  own,  the  printing  of 
three  thofuand  copies,  as  proposed,  would  answer 
but  little  purpose.  He  ftirther  observed,  that  the 
UU  ought  to  provide  some  place  in  each  State,  or 
each  county,  where  complete  sets  of  the  Laws 
miffht  be  lodged;  otherwise,  as  it  is  proposed  to 
poUish  the  additional  acts  of  every  session  at  the 
end  of  it,  there  may  happen  to  be  a  State  or  coun- 
ty to  which  all  the  Laws  have  been  sent,  and  yet 
wherein  a  complete  set  of  them  is  not  to  be  had. 

The  Committee  rose,  the  Chairman  reported 
progress,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Thdbsdat,  January  6. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  several 
acts  imposing  duties  on  goods^  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, imported  into  me  United  States,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  rassed. 

A  petition  of  Francis  Feyrinnaut,  of  the  town 
of  Bdenton,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  ad- 
minifitrator  of  Pierre  Decamps,  deceased,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  praying  the  renewal 
of  certain  loan-office  certificates,  the  property  of 
the  deceased,  which  were  destroyed  by  an  armed 
banditti,  some  time  in  the  month  of  December, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two ;  the 
loss  of  which,  owing  to  unavoidable  circumstances, 
has  not  been  advertised  within  the  time,  and  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  law. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Dent,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Hartley  ;  that  they 
do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the 
same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  foUowiog  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbbbident  op  the  United  States  ; 

Omtlemm  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  R^tretentativet  ; 

I  Uy  before  CoogroM  co|Hea  of  Acts  ptssed  by  the 
Legislatoret  of  the  States  of  Vermont,  Mamdioiietts, 
and  New  YaA,  ratifying  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  Senate  and  Houm  of  RepreMntatives  at  their  last 
WMion,  to  the  ConstitalioB  ai  the  United  States  le- 
tpeeting  the  Jndidal  power  Hiumot 

The  Minister  of  the  French  SqinUic  having  com- 
municated to  the  Seeretaiy  of  Sute  certain  proceedings 
ot  the  Committee  of  Pubhc  Safe^,  respecting  Weights 
and  Meatoree,  I  lay  these  also  before  Congress. 

The  Letter  from  the  Governor  of  the  Western  Ter- 


littNry,  oopes  of  wUdi  an  now  tnBimilted,nfaaHt 
defect  in  the  Judkaal  system  of  that  Tenitoiy  dom- 
ing the  attention  of  Congress. 

The  necesBSiy  absence  of  the  Judge  of  the  Dtriut 
of  Pennsylvania,  upon  business  connected  with  the  lik 
insurrection,  is  stated  by  him,  in  a  Letter,  of  whidi 
forward  copies,  to  have,  produced  certain  mtemutiuii 
in  the  Juwial  proceedings  of  that  District,  which  cu- 
not  be  removed  without  the  interpoeilion  of  C«ifma 
G.  WASHINGTON. 

UNITES  dTATKB,  January  8, 1795. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  said  Message  h 
relates  to  the  Letters  from  the  Judge  of  the  Du- 
trict  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Governor  of  iki 
Territory  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  tk 
river  Ohio,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Dextbh,  Mr.  H*I^ 
LEY,  and  Mr.  Harbison,  with  instruction  to  ei- 
amine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  tlie  same, 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered.  That  such  other  parts  of  thesaidMes- 
sage  as  relate  to  the  ratification  of  the  amend* 
ment  proposed  by  Congress  to  the  Constitutiooof 
the  tfnited  States,  by  the  Legislatures  of  tiw 
States  of  Massachusetts,  Vermont,and  New  Yoik^ 
and  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Public 
Safety  of^heFrench  Republic,  respecting  Weighu 
and  Measures,  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire whether  any,  or  what,  alteration  is  aecB- 
sary  to  be  made  in  the  laws  respecting  Iosi« 
destroyed  certificates;  and  that  Mr.  Lse,  Hi. 
Dent,  and  Mr.  Qrego,  be  the  said  committee. 

NATURALIZATION  BILL. 
The  bill  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  nati^ 
ralization,  and  to  repeal  the  act  heretofore  passa 
on  that  subject,  was  then  read  a  third  time,  m 
passed.  The  filling  up  of  the  blanks  in  (his 
produced  a  dispute  of  some  length,  and  from  (he 
mtricacy  in  some  parts  of  it,  the  abrid^  <nj^ 
would  he  a  work  of  difficulty.  Several  membeTs 
spoke  to  the  filling  up  of  the  blanks,  and  their  u- 
guments  sometimes  applied  equally  to  all  the 
clauses  before  the  House.  To  be  intelligiiWi 
therefore,  it  appears  necessary  in  the  first  place  W 
insert  the  clauses  themselves  at  length,  as  in  w 
end  filled  up.  We  shall  then  repeat  some  of  u| 
remarks  made  on  the  subject  by  different  geatu- 
roen.  The  sections  of  the  bill  in  qnestioD  tM  v 
follows :  , 

1.  The  alien  shall  have  declared  on  oath  or  al- 
firmation,  before  the  Supreme,  Superior,  Dismc^ 
or  Circuit  Court  of  someone  of  the  States,  oraCir 
cuit  or  District  Court  of  the  United  States,  thrt* 
years  at  least  before  his  admission,  that  it 
oona  Jide,  bis  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  i» 
United  Sutes,  and  to  renounce  all  allegumce  aw 
fidelity  to  any  foreign  Prince,  Potentate,  SliW:* 
Sovereignty  whatever,  and  particularly  by  Mffl* 
the  Prince,Potentate,State,or  Sovereignty  whefr 
of  such  alien  may,  at  the  time,  be  a  citizen  or  fl"'" 
jecL 

2.  He  shall,  at  the  time  of  his  apphcstion  »  » 
admitted,  declare  on  oath  or  affirmation,  heii^ 
some  one  of  tbe  Courts  aforesaid,  that  he  has  re- 
sided within  the  United  States  five  vean  at  l«f^ 
and  within  the  State  where  such  Court  is  at 
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time  held,  one  year  at  least ;  that^e  will  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  .United  mates ;  and  that 
he  doth  renounce  and  abjure  all  allegiance  and 
fidelity  to  every  foreign  Princ«,  Potentate,  State, 
or  Sovereignty,  whatever,  and  particularly  by 
name  the  Prince,  Potentate,  State,  or  Sovereignty 
whereof  he  was  before  a  citizen  or  Bubject ;  wnich 
proceedings  shall  be  recorded  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
Court. 

3.  The  Court  admitting  such  alien,  shall  be  sa- 
tisfied that  he  has  resided  within  the  limits,  and 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  five 
years ;  and  it  shall  further  appear  to  their  satis- 
faction, that  during  that  time  he  has  behaved  as  a 
man  of  a  good  moral  character,  attached  to  the 
principles  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  well  disposed  to  the  good  order  and  happiness 
of  the  same. 

Some  gentlemen  having  spoke  on  the  propriety 
of  different  terms  for  admission, 

Mr.  Madison  said,  that  he  feared  the  House 
would  never  see  an  end  of  the  discussion,  if  they 
went  on  at  this  rate,  for,  by  descending  to  discrimi- 
nate all  the  qualifications  of  a  citizen,  they  run  the 
hazard  of  losing  the  bill  altogether,  from  the  mere 
waste  of  time.  Ten  years  were  named  by  Mr. 
Murray  to  fill  up  die  first  blank,  and  seven  years 
by  Mr.  Hartley.  These  terms  he  thought  by 
much  too  long.  This  would  oblige  the  friends  of 
the  bill  to  vote  against  it 

Mr.  Baldwin  objected  that  the  law  was  incon- 
sistent with  itself,  for  a  man  is  not  to  be  admitted 
as  a  citizen  to  vote  for  ten  years,  while  a  residence 
of  nine  years  ma^  qualify  him  to  be  elected  a 
Senator.  This  differed  from  the  temper  of  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  that  the  discussion  on  several 

eftTts  of  the  bill  in  Committee  had  appeared  to 
tm  unimportant,  that  the  great  object  with  him 
was  the  time  of  probation.  He  was  for  the  long- 
est term,  that  tlu  prejudices  which  the  alims  hm 
imbibed  under  tne  Government  from  whence  they 
came  mi^t  be  effiuied,  and  thai  they  might,  by 
communication  and  oluerYance  of  .our  laws  and 
gOTenunent,  have  just  ideas  of  our  Constitution 
and  the  excellence  of  its  institution  before  they 
were  admitted  to  the  rwhts  of  a  citizen.  A  gen- 
tleman from  Virgina  [Mr.  Nicholas]  bad  stated 
that  holding  a  purse  with  money  in  it  was  suffi- 
cient to  admit  strangers  to  a  vote  in  Maryland; 
the  fact  was  not  so ;  before  an  alien  can  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  right  of  suffr^,  he  must  abjure  all 
allegiance  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  take  the 
oaths  to  the  State,  and  to  support  the  Ooverhment 
of  the  United  States,  and  nave  one  year's  resi- 
dence. The  gentleman  says,  that  the  bill  can  only 
embrace  the  officers  of  Gtovernment  and  the  com- 
mercial interest,  and  fears  that  the  Eastern  States 
wish  to  exclude  the  competition  that  arises  from 
the  foreign  merchant  He  coutd  not  see  bow  that 
jealousy  could  apply,  for  it  was  as  rare  to  see  a 
foreign  merchant  in  New  England,  as  to  see  a  na- 
tive merchant  in  Virginia ;  that  if  the  gentleman 
thought  the  place  of  foreign  merchants  would  be 
filled  from  New  Bngland,  he  could  foresee  no  in- 
jury, on  the  contrary  a  benefit  For,  in  ease  (tf 
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war,  you  might  be  assured  that  they  would  not 
act  as  spies ;  that  there  were  many  merchants 
from  New  England  in  Maryland — that  they  were 

food  Republicans,  good  citizens,  and  always  in- 
ustrious. 

Mi.  Fitzsimons  thoueht  that  ten  years  were 
much  too  long  a  time  for  keeping  an  alien  from 
being  a  citizen — it  would  make  this  class  of  pe6- 
pte  enemies  to  your  Government.  He  was  firmly 
of  opinion  that  emigrants  deserved  to  be  encuu- 
ra?ed ;  and  to  discourage  them  was  an  idea  which 
till  this  day  he  had  never  heard  either  in  or  out 
of  the  House.  Nature  seems  to  have  pointed  tmt 
this  country  as  an  asylum  for  the  people  oppressed 
in  other  parts  of  the  world.  It  woiud  be  wrong, 
therefore,  to  first  admit  them  here,  and  then  treat 
them  for  so  long  a  time  so  hardly.  As  to  the  mer- 
chants from  this  country  returning  home  with 
their  wealth  acquired  here,  it  was  not  the  case  in 
Pennsylvania,  whatever  it  might  be  in  Virginia. 
They  very  seldom  went  home  again,  but  married 
and  settled  in  the  country.  He  also  thotudit  the 
country  obliged  to  them,  as  it  was  capabldKf  em- 
ploying the  Mcgest  capital  which  could  be  bnnight 
into  it.  He  knew  of  no  such  competition  as  ue 
gentleman  spoke  about  between  the  natives  and 
the  aliens. 

Mr.  BouDlNOT  reminded  the  House  of  a  late 
Proclamation  by  the  President,  wherein,  amoAg  • 
other  things,  it  is  said  that  this  cotmtry  is  an  asy- 
lum to  the  oppressed  of  all  nations.  He  was  «n 
shortening  the  period  of  admission.  He  sair  a 
great  d«aT  in  the  remark  as  to  the  bad  policy^  of 
admitting  people  into  the  country  and  refusing 
them  for  so  long  a  period  the  rights  of  citizens. 

Several  other  gentlemen  spoke.  The  bill  finally 
passed. 

FaiDAT,  January  9. 

A  petition  of  Charles  HeenuL  of  the  State  of 
Qeoi^;ia,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  that  a  new  rej^ister  maybe  granted  in  the 
case  of  the  brig  Solitaire,  an  American  bottom, 
which  was  captured  by  the  British,  and  afle^ 
wards  retaken  by  the  French,  and  carried  into 
Aux  Cayes,^  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-three ;  the  said  brig  being  con- 
demned as  British  property,  and  the  original 
gisler  detained  by  the  captors. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Cabnea,  Mr.  Gilbert,  and  Mr.  Hancock; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 
port the  same,  with  their  oiHuion  thereupon,  to 
the  House. 

A  petition  of  William  Hill  Serjeant  and  Na- 
than Richardson,  merchants  and  partners,  of  the 
town  of  Petersburg,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  pmying  that 
they  may  be  allowed  the  amount  of  tne  drawback 
on  a  quantity  of  vrine  exported  firom  the  |K>rt  of 
Petersburg,  and  duly  landM  at  Rotterdam,  in  the 
United  Netherlands^  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  mnety-two;  a  judgment  havidg 
been  obtained  in  the  District  Court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  State  of  Vii^cinia,  on  Uie  bond 
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giren  for  the  duties  accruing  on  the'said  wine, 

Erevious  to  receiving  the  evidence  reqaired  by 
LW  for  relandiag  the  same. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  GiL£s,  Mr.  Gilbbbt,  and  Mr.  Latimer  ;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

A  petition  of  John  Finley,  late  a  Captain  in  the 
Pennsylvania  line  of  the  Continental  Armj,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  the 
location  which  he  has  made  of  the  proportion  of 
land  due  for  his  military  services,  during  the  late 
ynr,  in  one  of  the  ranges  of  townships  on  the  rivei 
Ohio,  together  with  the  improvements  thereon, 

Say  be  confirmed  to  him,  and  a  grant  issued  for 
e  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  whom  is 
committed  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  pe- 
tition of  sundry  soldiers  in  the  late  Army. 

Mr.XrooDHUE,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
pteseAd  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Epaphras  Jones, 
and  others ;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  claim  of 
Saipael  Prioleau to  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

Mr.  FiTzsiuoNs,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
Vss  refened  the  memorial  of  John  Field,  Jesse 
ftnd  Robert  Walo^  and  Hartshorne.  Large,  and 
Compvuy,  merchants,  of  the  city  of  Phitadeiphia, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  Anact 
to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  claim  of  Samuel 
Prioleau,"  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  MILITIA. 
The  House  took  up  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee, relative  to  arming,  organizing  and  disci- 
plining the  Militia  of  the  United  States.  The  re- 
port recommended  to  enforce  the  law  by  suitable 
penalties'  and  a  long  debate  ensued  whether  Gon- 
ffress  had  a  right  to  enact  such  penalties.  The 
following  clause  in  the  Constitution  gave  rise  to 
this  debate : 

^  "  The  Coogresa  ihaJi  have  power  to  provide  for  or- 
gtaiiing,  aiming,  and  disciplining  the  Militia,  and  for 
goveniing  sodi  wt  of  them  m  may  be  employed  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  reserving  to  the  States 
lespectively,  the  appointment  of  the  officerB,  and  the 
anthori^  of  training  the  Militia  according  to  the  disci- 
pHne  prescribed  by  Congress." 

A  great  number  of  gentlemen  spoke  on  this 
point.  Mr.  Sbdowick  observed  that  to  a  Govern- 
ment to  which  was  committed  the  charge  of  de- 
fending society,  against  internal  violence  and  ex- 
ternal invasion,  means  adequate  to  the  attainment 
of  those  important  objects,  ought  to  be  delegated. 
These  means  must  be  compost  of  efficient  force, 
in  the  form  of  militia,  or  of  that,  which  was  gene- 
■  rally  considered  as  baneful  to  liberty,  a  standing 
.army.  A  Constitution  which  was  designed  to  per- 
petuate freedom  would  doubtless  intend  to  render 
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the  former  as  efficient,  and  the  latter  as  unneces- 
sary as  possibl#  In  l^islating  on  this  subjecLif 
any  uncertainty  should'  occur,  those  jmnciplet 
should  hare  their  due  influence  in  the  eoDsttw- 
tion  to  be  given  to  the  Constitution. 

He  laid  it  down  as  a  principle,  which  he  {Re- 
sumed would  not  be  disputed  t>y  any  one,  thai  i 
complete  and  uncontrolled  power  over  the  militii 
was  deposited  in  the  National  and  State  Gorern- 
ments.  The  only  (juestion  was,  which  was  to  det 
gate  the  distribution  of  those  powers?  To  thetbi- 
mer  it  was  expressly  delegated  to  provide  "forthe 
organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining,  the  militia" 
These  words,  when  applied  to  the  subject^  weit 
as  fidl  and  comprehensive,  perhaps,  as  any  ui  oir 
language.  The  question  before  tne  CcHomittet 
was,  could  penalties  be  imposed^  if  they  should  be- 
come necessary,  to  carry  into  effect  those  poweni 
The  maxim  was  undonbtedly  true,  that  when  i 

feneral  power  was  granted,  all  the  usual  ud 
nown  means  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  ii 
into  effect  were  granted  also.  If,  then,  the  impo- 
sition of  penalties  were  the  usual  and  known  mms 
to  effectuate  "the  organizing,  arming  and  disci- 
plining of  the  Militia."  it  would  follow  of  im- 
sistible  consequence,  toat  they  might  beemi^oftd 
for  that  purpose,  if  not  preventM  by  the  powes 
reserved  to  tne  States. 

To  the  States  it  was  reserved  to  appoint  officer, 
and  to  train  the  militia,  according  to  "  thediscipIiK 

firescribed  by  Congress."  A  reservation  eooimt- 
ing  a  general  grant  should  receive  a  strict  m- 
struction.  "  Training,"  he  believed  a  word  more 
limited  and  less  comprehensive  than  "discqiliit- 
ing,"  which  he  considered  as  compreheiHlio^  aD 
the  means  necessary  to  be  employed  to  ccmstitolt 
the  character  of  a  soldier.  '*  Training"  compre- 
hended only  a  part  of  those  means.  It  woala  to 
his  mind  seem  absurd,  and  almost  contndicioTy. 
that  when  there  was  committed  to  thisGoTein- 
ment  the  protection  and  defence  of  each  iadin- 
dual,  and  oT  the  whole  community,  when  this  Qo- 
vernment  itself  was  founded  on  principles  which 
cherished  a  militia  to  the  exclusion  of  a  standing 
force,  wherever  it  could  be  done,  when  the  Go- 
vernment, for  those  important  purposes,  di- 
rected to  provide  for  "organizing,  arming, 
disciplining  the  militia it  wouQ  seem  ahsun) 
and  contradictory  to  say,  penalties  could  not  be 
imposed  by  law.  It  would  be  in  the  same  «- 
tence  to  grant  and  to  deny;  for  he  would nntkf 
hazard  to  affirm,  that  without  paoalties  no  efe- 
tual  provision  could  he  made  for  "oiganizia^ 
arming  and  discipUmng  the  militia." 

It  was  not,'  he  believed,  difficult  to  cocjecllff 
by  what  means  this  di,stribution  of  power*  bcnrew 
the  National  and  State  Governments  badcr^ 
into  the  Constitution.   It  would  have  seemed  u- 
congruous  to  have  denied  to  Congress  a  com|^ 
control  over  the  militia.   But  having  concedetl 
this  power  in  the  words  which  had  been  so  ofta  , 
repeated,  a  laudable  jealousy  would  natunliT  j 
have  excited  an  apprehension^  that,  at  some  lutint  | 
time,  the  militia  might  be  n^Iected  to  afford  i  i 
pretence  for  standing  armies.  Iliis  jealoosyeowo  | 
m  no  other  way  have  been  so  well  quieted  as  «J  i 
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authoriaio^  the  States,  who  woyld  diseem,  and 
guard  against  the  intended  encroachments  by 

training,"  to  keep  alive  the  spirit  of  the  militia. 
On  this  supposition,  the  Constitutional  distribu-' 
don  of  powers  in  this  instance  was  connsteqt,  and 
dictated  by  rational  reflection. 

To  pursue  further  the  subject,  when  the  militia 
should  be  called  iuio  the  Mtual  service  of  the 
Uuited  States,  Con^nss  were  by  theCoDstitutioD 
to  pcoride  for  tbeir  goreminent.  This  was  ae- 
cesaary  toprevent  a  State,  in  case  of  disaffection, 
fiom  defeatine,  under  a  pretence  of  "  trainiug," 
the  exercise  of  the  general  powers  granted  to  this 
Oo¥erDiDeut. 

Mr.  Sedqwick  said,  tbat  it  had  always  appeared 
to  him  anti-Republican  to  attempt  to  narrow  the 
powers  of  this  Government  orer  the  militia.  An 
effective  force  of  some  kind  must  be  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  the  Government,  which  a  militia  could 
never '  be,  unless  adequate  penalties  were  pre- 
scribed,  and  in  case  of  delinquency  inflicted.  Re- 
sort must  then,  in  every  instance,  be  had  to  a 
standing  army.   There  was  no  other  alternative. 

He  was  Bot  in  this  case  influenced  by  local  coii- 
aid«atioiu.  The  militia  of  the  State  to  which  he 
belonged  was  respectable  and  effectire.  He  was 
aoiry  to  add  that  m  some  of  the  States  the  reverse 
was  confessedly  and  lamentably  true.  He  had  at 
all  times  been  astonished  to  perceive,  that  the  of- 
position  to  this  measure  had  arisen  from  those  dis- 
tricts for  whose  peculiar  benefit  it  was  designed. 

Mr.  Ml'bray  wished  that  some  gentleman  who 
was  better  acquainted  with  military  matters  than 
himself  would  exf^ain  the  distinction  between  the 
two  words,  "  training  and  disciplining,"  used  In 
the  above  clauses  of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  3.  Smith  rose  to  answer  this  query.  Traia- 
ing  implied  chiefly  teaching  a  man  to  handle  his 
arms,  to  stand  upright,  to  wheel  to  the  right  and 
left,  and  to  march.  But  disciplining  comprehend- 
ed a  great  deal  more.  A  diMsifilittal  soldier  must 
understand  the  duties  of  a  sentinel,  the  art  of  en- 
camping, aiid  a  number  of  other  things  which  a 
common  militia  man  did  not  learn  when  only 
tcaining.  He  said  that  the  first  dutv  of  a  soldier 
ought  to  be  to  take  care  of  himself,  and  an  ac- 
quaintance with  this  lesson  had  been  severely  felt 
by  many  in  the  late  expedition  to  the  Westward. 
Numbers  of  the  militia  did  not  know  how  to  set 
up  a  tent.  The  Virginia  militia  who  went  out 
were  neither  disciplined  nor  traiaed.  The  Mary* 
landers  appear  to  have  been  much  in  the  same 
situation,  for  when  Mr.  Smith  drew  part  of  them 
out  and  ordered  them  to  load,  he  found  that  fifty 
bad  put  down  the  ball  before  the  charge  of  pow- 
der. Some  of  them  did  not  even  know  bow  to 
lay  a  ^un  over  their  Moulder.  He  pressed  the 
Committee  to  ocnne  to  a  decision  immediately. 
Gentlemen  said  that  they  hc^Kd  that  there  would 
be  no  .more  insurrections.  I  hope  bo  too,  (said 
Mr.  S.,)  but  does  that  insute  the  thing  %  I  believe 
not,  sir.  Nothing  had  been  farther  from  the 
thoughts  of  the  House  last  session  than  an  insuc- 
rection. 

Mr.  FiTZSiuoKB  hoped  that  the  House  would 
ome  to  some  resdution  on.  ^  s^ecu  He  was. 


authorized  to  say  that  the  Legislature  o£  Pennsyl- 
vania were  waiting  in  suspense  to  see  what  wouU 
be  done  by  Congress. 

Mr.  Tbacv  said,  he  was  convinced  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  amending  the  militia  law ;  before  Con- 
gress made  any  regulations  of  the  kind,  the  militia, 
m  the  State  he  came  from,  was  under  very  gpoa 
discipline ;  but  be  really  thought  the  presentlav 
of  the  United  States  had  a  tendency  to  injure,  in- 
stead of  assisting,  the  r^ularity  and  discipline 
w^ich  had  been  before  established  by  the  State  in 
their  militia  law.  It  had  been  said,  the  Constitu- 
tion did  not  nve  Congress  power  to  enforce  thew 
act  by  penalties,  because  training  the  militia 
reserved  to  the  several  States.  He  should  be  sorry 
to  give  a  forced  explanation  to  any  part  of  the 
Constitution,  and  if  there  were  any  who  wished 
it  in  that  House,  as  had  been  hinted,  he  would  o^  . 
pose  every  such  attempt ;  but  he  could  not  reve- 
rence the  opinions  of  gentlemen  who  had  uni- 
formly opposed  the  Constitution,  before  and  since 
its  adoption,  till  lately,  and  now  pretended  to  be 
its  greatest  friends,  and  under  that  mask  wished 
to  mttex  it  down  to  rags,  and  reduce  it  literally 
to  the  state  of  self-righteonstiess — the  more  'we 
have  of  it  the  worse.  He  then  read  the  clause  of 
the  Constitution,  and  said,  it  was  clear  thataU 
the  power  respectiqg  the  militia,  wa#,  by  the  first 
part  of  the  sentence,  deposited  in  Congress ;  but  a 
special  reservation  was  afterwards  made  to  the 
States  to  appoint  officers — this  was  explicit ;  and 
what  more  was  reserved  to  the  States  ?  To  traia 
the  militia  pursuant  to  the  discipline  prescribed 
by  Congress.  This,  he  said,  could  give  than  no 
power  of  tcaioing,  but  in  exact  obedience  to  the 
rules  given  them  by  Congress ;  that  is,  Coi)gress 
will  take  every  necessary  step  to  oi^iauize,  arm 
and  discipline  the  mili  tia,  (except  officering ;)  they 
will  get  the  men  on  the  field;  when  mey  are 
there  the  State  is  to  train  them,  is  to  be  the  Exe- 
cutive of  the  United  States,  and  exactly  pursuant^ 
to  their  rules  train  the  militia.  Ttietrammg  men- 
tioned in  the  Constitution^  he  said,  could  mean  no 
more ;  as  disciplining,  which  was  expressly  in  the 
hands  of  Congress,  included  training,  but  training 
did  not  ^iucliue  disciplining — a  gotm  definition  « ' 
the  difference  between  the  two  terms  had  been 

Siven  by  Mr.  S.  Smith,  who  had  qieken  beftte 
im.  y 
Mr.  T.  said,  in  ordipary  cases,  a  certain  spe- 
cified portion  of  power  was,  1^  the  ConstUution, 
given  to  Congress,  and  all  not  specified  was  of 
course  reserv^  by  the  States ;  but  in  this  case 
the  tables  were  turned — all  the  power  was  vested 
in  Congress  by  the  first  pert  of  the  sentence,  aikd 
a  specified  portion  reserved  to  the  States,  which 
ought  to  be  strictly  coostrued,  so  as  to  give  the 
several  States  no  constructive  powei  to  defeat 
any  thing  Congress  should  do  uson  the  subject ; 
or,  prevent  unuorm  and  general  laws  from  ope- 
rating by  the  interference  of  local  and  State  ref- 
lations. He,  therefore,  was  clearly  of  opinion  the 
power  of  Congress,  by  the  express  words  of  the 
Constitution,  extended  to  enforcuu  by  peaalitiet, 
as  contem[dued  by  the  resolution  bnote  the  Com- 
mittee. 
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Hr.  Giles  wu  not  for  straining  the  Consttta- 
titm,  bat  he  was  dear  that  Confess  had  such  a 
power  of  enforcing  the  ezecutioQ  of  the  law. 

The  Committee  went  through  the  resolution, 
and  reported  it  to  the  House,  i^i^ere  it  was  twice 
read  and  agreed  to,  in  the  following  words : 

Betolved,  Th&t  the  act,  entitled  "  Ao  act  more 
cfiectuall^  to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by 
establishing  an  uniform  Militia  throughout  the 
United  States,"  ought  to  be  amended;  and  that 
further  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law  for 
arming  the  Mtlitia  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
enforcing  the  execution  of  the  Militia  laws,  by 
adequate  and  uniform  penalties. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Giles, 
Mr.  Sbdowick,  Mr.  Heister,  Mr.  Locke,  Mr. 
Vah  Cortlaniit,  Mr.  Dayton,  Mr.  Samobl 
Shitb,  Mr.  IsviNE,  Mr.  Parker,  and  Mr.  Jere- 
miah Wadsworth,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
laiiie. 


MonnAY,  January  12. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  merchants,  and  other  ci- 
tizens, of  the  towns  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  in 
the  State  of  Virginia,  whose  names  are  thereunto 
subscribed,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  that  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  mea- 
sures may  be  adopted  by  Congress  to  obtain  resti- 
tntion  for  the  depredations  committed  on  the  pro- 
perty of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  hy  the 
mbjecta  of  Great  Britain,  under  the  aathonty  of 
that  GovemmenL 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  €k>oDHOB,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented,  according  toorder^a  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act  for  enrolling  and  licensing  snipG  or  ves- 
sels to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fish- 
eries, and  for  regulating  the  same;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committwi. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Attorney  Greneral,  accompanying  a  re- 
port of  such  tables  of  fees  and  regulations  as  are 
proper  to  be  established  for  the  Courts  of  the 
United  States,  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  this 
House  of  the  dtn  of  June  laiit ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  BoiJomoT,  Mr. 
KiTTBRAj  and  Mr.  SaBRBiniiB,  with  instruction 
to  ezamine  the  matter  thereof  and  report  the 
same,  with  their  opinion  dtereopen,  to  the  House. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  UnrrEO  States, 
<^  the  90tb  ultimo,  and  the  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  referred  to  therein,  be  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  whom  is 
committed  the  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil and  House  irf"  Representatives  of  the  Territory 
of  the  United  States  South  of  the  river  Ohio.  It 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Samdel  Smith,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
Daancry,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  Hoiue  on  Wetboesday  next. 
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The  House  resolTed  itself  into  a  Committee  «f 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  from  the  SeDate,ca- 
titled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  Ait 
claim  of  Samuel  Pnoleau ;"  and,  after  some  tirat 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reporteJ 
progress. 

DEFENCE  OF  THE  FB0NTIER8. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Presideht 
OP  the  United  States,  laying  before  CoDpes. 
for  their  consideration,  the  copy  of  a  Letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanied  by  an  exttiel 
from  a  memorandum  of  James  Seagrove,  Agat 
of  Indian  Affairs.  The  Message  and  papas  weie 
read: 

Mr.  MoRRAT  then  moved  that  the  Heaoce 
should  be  referred  to  the  same  Committee  <^im 
Whole  House,  to  which  had  been  referred  Ik 
memorial  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Soutbvoi- 
em  Territory. 

Mr.  NiohoulS  objected  strcHigly  to  thismotin. 
as  showing  too  much  deference  to  the  Heads  of 
the  Departments.  The  paper  in  question  oig^ 
not  to  have  been  sent  to  the  House  at  all. 

Mr.  Murray  defended  his  motion.  He  mum- 
ed  how  the  gentleman  proposed  to  gjet  infonni- 
tion  1  Was  he  to  manufacture  it  himself,  or  ii  ' 
what  way  could  be  better  obtain  it  than  from  tiw 
Heads  of  the  Departments  1  He  had  not,  for  his 
own  part,  that  spe  ies  of  jealousy  of  them  whiek 
the  gentleman  last  up  had. 

Mr.  Nicholas  repeated  his  arguments  viA 
some  warmth.  He  said  that  the  Letter  fiom  ik 
late  Secretary  at  War  was  not  official  but  dfr  j 
cious.   It  had  a  particular  aspect  which  doMi  | 
forbid  its  getting  any  such  mark  of  atteniioa*  D  j 
was  neither'  more  nor  less  than  a  commr&tirj^  on  | 
some  of  the  proceedings  of  the  last  session  ofCoQ- 
gress.   If  this  was  received,  we  might  expect  ibe  | 
table  to  be  heaped  with  such  things. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  could  really  see  no  reason  to  re- 
ject the  motion.  The  President  had  uodonbtM- 
ly  a  right  to  send  the  communication.  The  sub- 
ject was  confessedly  of  the  utmost  importaiiM- 
The  member  asked,  if  the  House  were  to  dose  i 
their  understandings,  and  refuse  ait  infomntin 
from  that  quarter?  He  repeated  that  hecooM 
see  no  ground  of  any  sort  for  refhsing  consent  to 
the  motion.  _ 

Mr.  Giles  was  eqinlly  dissatisfied  witb  tie 
matter  of  this  letterj  and  with  the  manner  n 
which  it  had  been  introduced  into  the  How^ 
They  were  both  equally  exceptionable.  Tbele^ 
ter  had  come  witboat  any  call.  It  was  an  Eie- 
cuiive  comment  on  a  Legislative  proceeding^ 
was  a  defence  of  a  measure  adopted  by  the 
ale,  and  it  condemned  by  implication  anoihern 
that  House.  To  Mr.  G.  it  was  a  very  extrsw*- 
nary  paper.  The  President  was  not  to  be  sop- 
posed,  however,  answerable  for  the  propriety  « 
Its  contents.  He  should  be  very  unwUling  W 
any  notice  of  this  paper  at  all.  It  had  been  ji^ 
remarked  that  it  was  a  comment  on  tiansacticw 
of  the  last  session.  A  section  of  a  bill  passed  in  i** 
Senate  last  session,  and  rejected  by  the  Ho  «  " 
RepresentatiYes,  Was  inserted  in  it  and  reeoB* 
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mended.  This  paper  might  operate  very  materi- 
ally oa  the  deliberations  of  the  House.  This  was 
a  rery  bad  precedent.  The  Executive  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  any  question  depending  before  the 
Legislature,  and  consequently  nad  no  occasion  to 
send  such  a  thing. 

Mr.  HoLTEH  imagined  that  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  MdrrayI  hatj  extended  his  mo- 
tion too  far.  It  ought  to  nave  comprehended  only 
the  taking  into  consideration  the  Message  of  the 

PRESIDSXT. 

Mr.  Mdrrat  complained  of  the  asperity  of  ex- 
pression employed  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia^ 
£Mr.  Nicholas.]  Not  official  but  officious,  and 
the  intelligence  artificial,  were  phrases  to  which 
he  objected.  The  gentleman  might  hare  higher 
sources  of  information  than  he  had.  Mr.  M.  was 
willing  to  take  up  with  information  wherever  he 
could  get  it,  and  he  could  hare  it  nowhere  with 
more  propriety  than  from  the  national  servants.  It 
wa^  no  good  reason  to  reject  information  merely 
because  we  had  not  asked  for  it.  Mr.  Gitsa  had 
given  a  piece  of  intelligence  which  Mr.  M.  said, 
■was  to  him  entirely  new,  viz.  that  when  the  House 
wanted  information,  it  was  one  of  their  rules  not 
to  refer  for  it  to  the  Heads  of  Departments.  The 
topic  was  great  and  important,  and  the  House, 
before  they  rise,  muit  examine  in  general  into  the 
aitnatioa  of  the  Sonthwestera  frontier,  and  our 
terms  with  the  Indians.  Mr.  M.  said,  tlut  the 
Delegate  from  the  Southwestern  Territory,  [Mr. 
Writb,]  would  certainly  be  glad  to  obtain  the  In- 
fcmnation  conveyed  in  this  paper.  If  any  gen- 
tleman would  pomt  out  any  other  way  by  which 
the  House  could,  without  absurdity,  get  from  the 
Fresidsht  the  information  contained  in  this  let- 
ter, Mr.  M.  should  be  willing  to  adopt  it. 

Mr.  BoDDiNOT  was  entir^y  satisfied  both  as  to 
the  propriety  of  the  matter  contained  in  the  Let- 
ter of  the  Secretary^  and  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  it  had  been  introduced  into  that  House, 
That  the  Presioent  had  a  right  to  consult  the 
Heads  of  Departments,  there  could  be  no  kind  of 
doubt.  Mr.  BoDDiNOT  then  read  the  following 
passage  from  the  Constitution:  "  The  Psbsident 
shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  militia  of 
the  several  States.  He  may  require  the  opinion, 
in  writing,  of  the  principal  officer  in  each  of  the 
Executive  Departments,  upon  any  subject  relat- 
ing to  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices."  Mr. 
B.  defended  the  Message  in  all  its  circumstances, 
and  in  the  most  pointed  terms.  It  was  perfectly  , 
proper,  and  peculiarly  so  at  this  time.  By  the 
Constitution,  and  by  the  rules  and  practice  of  the 
House,  the  PeEsinENT  had  a  right  to  offer  his  ad- 
vice regarding  Legislative  acts. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  had  seen  much  needless  jeal- 
ousy in  the  House  towards  Heads  of  Departments; 
and  the  present  he  thou^t  a  refinement  on  that 
side.  There  had  been  two  objections  to  the  com- 
municatioii  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  one  as 
to  the  matter,  and  the  other  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  introduced  to  the  House;  as  to  the 
latter^  it  was  said  to  have  been  obtruded  unasked. 
In  this  last  objection  Mr.  3.  saw  nothing.  He  read 
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a  precedent  from  the  Journals,  which  he  inasted 
to  be  exactly  similar,  and  where  Mr.  Nicholas 
himself  had  tieen  one  of  a  committee  appointed  ta 
examine  and  report.  As  to  the  matter,  we  might 
as  reasonably  ooject  to  the  Speeches  of  the  Pre- 
sident, reminding  the  House  of  business  which 
had  been  before  them,  or  recommending  subjects 
to  their  notice.  He  considered  the  objections  of 
both  sorts  as  entirely  unfounded. 

Mr.  Madison  recommended  the  alteration  su^ 
gested  by  Mr.  Holtbit,  for  restricting  the  motion 
of  commitment  to  the  Message  of  the  Fresidbnt, 
and  not  to  take  anv  notice  <u  the  letter  from  (h» 
Secretarjr,  which  ne  considered  as,  in  itself,  ex- 
tremely improper.  It  could  not  be  meant  as  in- 
formation, and  the  House  had  no  occasion  to  take 
advice  from  the  Secretary.  The  letter  itself  look- 
ed more  like  a  forced  thing,  than  any  which  be 
recollected  to  have  seen  since  the  establishment  of 
the  Constitution.  The  subject,  however,  was  deli- 
cate. The  President  had  an  undoubted  right  to 
give  advice  or  iDformation  in  any  way  which  he 
thought  best.  It  was  totally  ill-judged  in  the  Se- 
cretary to  have  conveyed  bis  opinion  in  the  very 
words  of  a  clause  in  a  hill  that  had  passed  througn 
the  Senate  last  session^  and  been  rejected  in  that 
House.  The  commumcation  translated  into  plain 
language  anwunted  to  this:  ''The  Senate  last 
session  nad*more  wisdom  than  this  House,  and  it 
is  proper  foe  this  House  to  reccmaider  its  juoeeed- 
ings,  and  im|vove  by  the  superior  wisdom  of  the 
Senate."  Due  respect  should,  however,  be  paid  to 
the  Message  of  the  PRBsiDRirr.  It  ought  to  be 
taken  into  consideration,  and  Mr.  M.  was  not  wiU> 
ing  to  cast  obstructiom  in  its  way,  or  to  mate- 
needless  objections. 

Mr.  Dayton  said,  that  he  was  for  referring  the 
Report  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  with  the  Prbbi- 
dbnt's  Message  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  that  consequently  he  was  against  striking  out 
the  words  which  expressed  that  intention,  Uj  by 
omitting  to  take  any  notice  of  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary,  it  was  meant  to  reject  the  informatioa  oa 
account  of  the  source  from  which  tt  came,  it  ar- 
gued such  a  deg^e  of  jealousy  and  dbtrust  as  ap- 
peared both  unreasonable  and  uneonstitationaL  if^ 
on  the  contrary,  the  object  was  not  so  much  to 
reject  it,  as,  by  the  manner  of  referriikg  Uie  Mes- 
sage, to  convey  any  reproof  or  disrespect  towards 
the  late  Secretary  of  War,  Mr.  D.  should  be  still 
more  decidedly  averse  to  the  modification  propos-^ 
ed.  He  lamented  it  as  an  unhappy  circumstance 
for  this  country,  that  the  gentleman  who  was  lately 
the  Head  of  the  War  Department  had  thought  pro- 
per to  resign.  That  gentleman  had  executed  the 
complicated  and  important  duties  of  his  office  with 
zeal,  fidelity,  and  ability,  and  ought  to  be  protect- 
ed from  any  proposition  or  remark  which  glanced 
unfavorably  at  him,  or  nught  wound  his  feeliuKS 
at  the  moment  of  his  leaving  us.  Mr.  D.  then  so- 
duced  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  I790y 
to  the  Prbsident,  on  the  subject  of  the  Militta  sys- 
tem, as  a  striking  precedent  The  Secretary  then 
informed  the  Prbbidbnt,  that  he  bad  sutnaitteA 
to  him  a  plan  {at  the  arrangement  of  the  BfUlitia. 
The  President  sent  a  Massage  with  the  plan  Ift- 
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the  Rouse  of  RepresentatiTes.  What  were  the 
steps  then  taken  in  that  parallel  case'?  Was 
the  Message  then  alone  referred  as  it  is  now 
proposed  some  gentlemen  ?  The  Journals,  on 
the  contrary,  prove,  that  the  Message  and  plan 
Were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It 
was  possible,  Mr.  D.  added,  that  the  present  Con- 
ffress  might  deem  th«mselves  wiser  than  their  pre- 
decessors. It  was  possible  that  many  might  think 
it  safest  to  shut  their  ears  against  all  kinds  of  in- 
formation from  the  Heads  of  Departments,  or  even 
firom  the  PRCsineNT  himself.  There  might  be 
some  who  would  be  willing  to  free  the  House  tif 
RepresentatiTes  from  certam  obligations,  or  shack- 
tea  under  which  the  Constitution  placed  them, 
t  hf  tearing  out  a  leaf  from  that  instrument,  but  he 
Tentured  to  say  that  it  was  too  soon  yet  to  at- 
tempt it. 

fai.  Shilie  complained  of  the  style  of  the  me- 
morial from  the  Secretary  of  War,  and,  as  u  spe- 
cimen, he  read  the  following  passage : 

« It  u  a  me]an<;hoIy  reflection  that  our  modea  of  po- 
pnlatioD  have  been  more  destructive  to  the  Indian  oa- 
titea  than  the  conduct  of  the  conquerors  of  Mezico  and 
Pent.  The  evidence  of  this  is  the  utter  extirpation  of 
neariy  all  the  Indians  in  the  moat  populous  parts  of  the 
CUon.  A  fiitare  historian  mav  ma^  the  causes  of  this 
dwtmction  o^thebumaB  nee  m  aaUe  odon.  Ahhongrh 
Ab  pesMUt  CfoTenmMBt  of  the  Dnited  Butes  eannot 
with  propriety  be  um^ved  in  the  opprobrium,  yet  it 
asems  necessary  however,  in  order  to  render  their  atten- 
tiOD  upon  this  subfeet  stron^y  characteristic  of  their 
jwtioa,  that  some  powerful  attempts  should  be  made  to 
tfBBonfliie  the  frontiers,  partioaluly  those  South  of  the 
Ohio." 

In  reading  the  above  extract,  Mr.  M.  went  no 
foither  than  to  the  words  sable  colors.  Mr.  S. 
Shith  desired  (hat  he  shouhi  read  on,  that  the 
House  might  hear  that  no  insinuation  was  intend- 
ed, as  if  the  present  Government  of  the  United 
Stateshad  countenanced  snch  ravages.  Mr.  Smilib 
'  aiUd,  that  be  knew  what  came  after,  but  who 
Wtnud  compare  the  first  setders  of  North  America 
to  the  Spuiiards.  who  destroyed  in  their  mines 
tibtoiuands  and  millions  of  the  Indians,  and  whose 
memory  had  been  consigned  to  the  execntion  of 
oeatnries? 

Mr.  Aues  rose.  Just  when  he  had  b^un  speak- 
ing, there  came  in  a  Message  from  the  PRBsioEifr 
by  his  Secretary.  On  this,  Mr.  A.  observed,  thaj 
perhaps,  while  gentlemen  were  now  speaking 
there  miffht  have  arisen  a  new  subject  of  dispute. 
P«rhape  by  the  new  doctrine,  we  should  reject  all 
communications  from  that  quarter.  The  Message 
having  been  delivered,  Mr.  A.  went  on  to  remark, 
that  turning  looeie  the  American  militia  to  guard 
the  Southwestern  frontier,  was  a  system  of  slaugh- 
tar,  t^dcsdation.  It  was  to  make  a  PotteHs  field 
ttnmidred  thousand  miles  in  extent !  It  was  a 
system  to  waste  the  blood  of  the  white  man,  and 
t«  extirpate  the  Indians.  The  militia  were  not 
li»  petnrie  to  prevent  those  kind  of  injuries  against 
Ac  ladiaBS  which  were  the  cause  of  hostilities. 
Bur  gentlemen  who  wen  now  so  delicate  as  to 
*he  ttyle  of  memorials,  would  do  well,  if  they  ex- 
tmim  that  ddieaoy  to  other  memorials  which  had 
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been  presented  to  that  House,  and  referred  hj  the 
consent  of  those  very  members  to  select  commii- 
tees.  Papers  had  been  offered  to  that  House, 
wherein  its  conduct  had  been  criminated  and  n- 
probated  in  the  most  unqualified  language  of  it- 
testation.  Yet  gentlemen,  on  some  of  these  occa- 
sions, showed  no  resentment.  Mr.  A.  ridiculed  the 
idea  ol  the  present  motion  as  introducing  a  new  aod 
dangerous  precedent.  The  opposition  to  it  came 
exactly  under  that  description,  for  it  was  a  direct 
attack  upon  the  priitciples  of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  FiTzaiMoifs  approved  of  the  motion.  It 
had  been  asked  if  the  FBSsinEMT  was  rei^KmsiUe 
for  the  contents  of  this  Report  from  the  Secretarr 
of  War  1  Mr.  F.  did  not  think  so ;  but  if  he  hod 
not  communicated  it,  the  member  would  hare 
thought  him  responsible  for  the  omission.  The 
PaEeiOBNT  had  a  right  to  ask  advice  fixmthe 
Heads  of  the  Departments.  Mr.  F.  never  kne»» 
Message  from  the  President  which  required  a 
reference,  that  had  been  refused  it  As  a  matter 
of  course,  as  a  matter  of  ri^^t,  it  ought  to  be  I^ 
ferred. 

Mr.  Mdrb&t  rose  and  read  that  passage  in  die 
■Report  of  the  Secretary,  which  Mr.  S.  Smith  had 
desired  Mr.  Shilie  to  read,  and  which  he  bad  not 
read.  [They  are  inserted  both  together  at  full 
length  as  above.] 

Mr.  Nicholas  moved  an  amendment  andiriiieh 
was  seconded,  for  striking  out  the  latter  put 
of  the  resolution  proposed  By  Mr.  Mubbat.  This 
made  it  merely  a  reference  of  the  Message  from 
the  President  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  omitted  all  notice  whatever  of  the  R^ort 
from  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  Seoqwice  really  thought  this  asqaeamisb' 
ness  for  which  he  saw  no  manner  of  foundatioo. 

Mr.  Giles  arose. — He  said  that  a  gendman 
from  Massachusetts  had  asserted  that  some  mem- 
bers considered  the  whole  Constitution  as  entirely 
in  this  House.  This  imputation  was  a  thing  of  so 
serious  a  nature,  that  Mr.  G.  wished  the  eentle- 
man  to  point  out  the  person  to  whom  he  allnded. 
If  it  respected  Mr.  G.  himself,  the  assertion  was 
unfounded.  It  was  not  true.  He  had  the 
respect  for  every  branch  of  the  ConstitutioD.Th» 
was  a  charge  frequently  made  by  one  side  of 
House.  Gentlemen  had  called  the  contents  of  das 
paper  information.  He  saw  in  it  nothing  1^ 
what  the  House  knew  without  the  assistaace  (t 
the  Secretary.  He  considered  the  report  as  as 
effort  upon  the  opinion  of  this  House,  as  an  Btia» 
upon  its  independence,  and  that  in  a  very  indeli- 
cate way.  He  thought  the  report  in  all  wsp«B 
unworthy  of  the  notice  of  the  House.  He  hopw 
that  this  paper  would  not  be  committed,  but  ffltf 
the  Message  of  the  President  would  be  so. 

[The  passage  in  the  report  repeatedly  refenw 
to  as  having  wen  borrowed  from  a  bill  passed  a 
(he  Senate,  last  session,  is  in  these  words: 

"That  aU  persons  who  shall  be  awembbd,  orool* 
died  in  arms,  on  any  lands  belonging  to  Indiana,  ool  f 
the  ordinanr  jnriadiction  of  any  8tBt«,  or  of  the 

2'  South  ofdieOUo,  fin- die  pmpoae  of  wsirinsagifl* 
e  Indians,  at  committing  aqnedations  vfoa  anj  i** 
ditn  town,  or  persona,  or  proper^,  lAaO  ibtxtbj  b«c«B* 
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liaMe  and  milgeCt  to  the  rutes  and  articles  of  war,  Which 
are  or  ehaU  be  establiahed  for  the  govemmeDt  of  the 
troopi  of  the  United  States." 

This  was  a  section  of  a  bill  which  the  Senate 
passed  the  last  session^  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
more  effectual  protection  of  the  Southwestern 
frontiers,"  but  it  was  disagreed  to  by  the  Hou$e.|] 

Mr.  KiTTBBA  considered  this  as  entirely  a  dis- 
pute about  words,  or  plainly  about  nothing  at  all. 
Gentlemen  from  Virginia  were  more  j[euous  of 
the  BxecuttTe  thaa  even  the  Constitution  itself. 
Mr.  K.  was  satisfied  that  the  Phesideht  had  aright 
to  interfere  in  the  LegislatiT^  proceedings  with 
his  opinion  and  advice.  There  was  neither  prin- 
ciple nor  precedent  for  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Nicholas.  The  dispute  was  merely  aboat  words, 
because  if  the  Message  of  the  Pbebident  was  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  report  in 
question  would,  io  any  ease,  be  referred  along  with 
it. 

Mr.  Ah&s  rose  again  to  mabe  some  remarks  on 
the  danger  of  extending  too  far  the  privileges  of 
the  House  of  Representatires  over  the  other 
House.  The  moment  that  this  House  is  turned 
into  a  Conrention,  there  is  an  end  of  liberty.  As 
to  impropriety  and  indelicacy  of  style,  he  could 
wish  Uiat  the  c<Mmizaace  of  members  might  extend 
to  memorials  addressed  to  the  House,  that  we  may 
not  have  addresses  disrespectful  to  it.  He  entire- 
ly Tindieated  the  conduct  of  the  Presioent  as  to 
this  matter,  and  saw  a  peculiar  propriety  in  his 
having  made  the  communication  at  present  on 
the  table. 

■  The  question  was  loudly  called  for;  but  Mr. 
Nicholas  rose  in  reply  to  Mr.  Ames.  Would  any 
man  call  this  a  communication  from  the  Execu- 
tive? Mr.  Ames  spoke  a  few  words  in  a  low  tone 
of  voice.  Mr.  N.  proceeded,  "  The  gentleman  pre- 
varicates." "  I  prevaricate,  sir !"  rejoined  Mr.  A. 
Mr.  N.  said,  that  at  best  he  went  off  from  the 
point.  As  to  the  precedent  produced  by  Mr.  W. 
Smith,  it  was  quite  inapplicable.  It  bore  no  re- 
lemblance  or  connexion  to  the  one  before  House. 
The  other  adduced  by  Mr.  Dayton  was,  he  ad- 
mitted, in  point.  But  that  gentleman  would  ad- 
mit that  it  occurred  in  the  imancy  of  the  Consti- 
pation, which  was  an  excuse  for  it.  He  hoped 
that  the  amendment  would  ^o  through. 

Mr.  Tract  quoted somettung  which  Mr.  Nicho- 
las had  sud.  That  gentleman  immediately  an- 
swered, that  he  had  oeen  misquoted.  I  know, 
(aid  Mr.  Tbacy,  as  well  as  that  gentleman,  what 
lie  said.  Mr.  Nicholas  got  up  a  second  time,  and 
repealed  what  he  affirmed  were  the  words  which 
[le  had  really  spoken.  He  did  not  say  so  before, 
laid  Mr.  Tracy,  but  I  am  content  that  he  should 
say  so  now.  I  only  beg  that  he  may  not  interrupt 
me.  As  to  the  motion  for  striking  out  one-huf 
[}f  the  resolution,  Mr.  Tracy  looked  upon  it  as  out 
3f  all  propriety.  The  Presioent  had  sent  a  let- 
ter of  two  lines,  enclosing  a  report  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  War.  To  refer  the  former  without  the 
[atter,  would  be  tike  referring  to  any  person  the 
iuperscription  of  a  letter,  but  adding,  at  the  same 
time,  you  must  not  look  at  the  inside  of  it.  Mr. 
r<  did  not  care  from  whom  the  report  came. 


If  it  contained  useful  information,  that  was  all  he 
wanted  to  know.  And^  supposing  it  had  been 
sent  from  a  Democratic  society,  that  of  itself 
would  with  Mr.  T.  be  no  reason  to  refuse  it  a  re- 
ference. He  then  observed  how  much  more  de- 
ference had  been  paid  by  that  House  to  Demo- 
cratic societies  than  was  now  paid  by  some  gen- 
tlemen to  the  President.  Much  care  had  been 
taken  that  a  vote  of  censure  should  not  be  passed 
on  them.  It  looked  as  if  gentlemen  wanted  to 
grasp  all  power  within  this  body.  The  amend- 
ment was  wrong  in  point  both  of  principle  and 
practice.  To  refer  a  mere  superscription,  (for 
the  letter  of  the  Pbebident  was  nothmg  more,) 
would  look  strange  enough.  The  resolution,  as 
amended,  was  in  a  state  of  hostility  with  common 
sense. 

Mr.  Lyman  was  in  lavor  of  the  amendment  for 
striking  out  the  words  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
motion.  He  thought  it  improper  to  refer  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  the  report  of  the 
late  Secretary  of  War,  because  it  was  of  an  am- 
phibious nature.  It  was  not  a  mere  official  state- 
ment of  supposed  facts,  but  the  reasoning  on  thes6 
facts.  He  was  sensible  that  precedents  could  b^ 
found  on  the  Journals,  which  sanctioned  a  conv- 
mitment  of  similar  reports;  bu^  for  his  part,  he 
had  ever  thought  the  practice  improper,  and  he 
must  meet  the  question  as  it  appeared  to  him.  He 
said,  that  the  Constitution  authorized  the  Psbbi- 
DBMT  OF  THE  Uniteo  Statbs,  nav,  it  made  it  a 
duty  incumbent  on  him,  to  give  information,  from 
time  to  time,  of  the  state  of  the  Union.  He  was 
also  equally  required  to  sug^jest,  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Home,  whatever  he  chouehc  expetU^ 
ent  ;  but  there  was  a  jami  msteTial  diBerence  bib 
tween  coniniuiiit^atLDg  mfarniatioa,  and  argumflil 
or  infertiK'e^  fiedu^rod  from  it.  Thf  official  ih- 
formatioEi  would  always,  iviiinjiit  Juulij.  Itp  re- 
ports  froni  tiji.'  ditlVretii  Di;  i^irtnuiih.  and,  ihorc- 
fore,  woiiIl!  Im  ,  f  lliL-croJil  ami  wtriylil  wliii-li  wa. 
due  to  it;  Iji.U-  "^^'htllt.■vl,■^  pLiii-  or  Hrijuiiifiii^  wiTt; 
communKij!'.''!,  iLcy  -sii'.mlil  Ii;ivl-  Uit  le^-i^'iiiibiU- 
ty  attached  to  the  signature  of  the  President. 
Whet  was  the  case  tn  the  present  instance  ?  Had 
the  Executive  avowed  .the  jdan  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  or  his  reasoning?  He  was  persuadeo, 
from  the  communication  itself,  that  the  Presi- 
nENT  did  not  at  all  espouse  the  report  as  his  own 
wishes  or  opinion ;  for  there  wu  nothing  in  the 
Message  implying  that  the  report  bad  been  official- 
ly retjuired,  or  that  any  one  sentiment  was  frcHU 
the  high  authority  of  the  Executire.  As  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  Mr.  L.  had  a  respect  for  him, 
and  believed  that  he  had  discharged  the  duties  of 
his  office  with  ability  and  fidelity,  but  it  implied 
no  censure  to  decline  hearing  his  arguments.  All 
that  the  House  wanted  was  tacts  and  information. 
They  were  fully  competent  lo  the  suitable  deduc- 
tions. As  to  the  observation  of  his  colleague^at 
the  House  were  abridging  the  powers  of  me  Exe- 
cutive, it  was  so  far  from  being  the  case,  they  were 
only  reclaiming  what  had  been  remitted  and  di»- 
used;  and  he  had  no  fears  that  they  wonld 
abttae  it. 

Mr.  Hillhodse  thought  that  gentlemen  win 
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spending  time  in  a'Tery  trifling  way.  It  is  the 
dnty  of  the  House  to  hear  information  from  every 
'Quarter.   He  was  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  J.  Wadsworth  said,  that  some  gentlemen 
"had  been  offended  at  the  comparison  in  the  re- 
port between  the  North  American  settlers  and  the 
Spaniards.  Mr.  W.  remarked,  that  if  gentlemen 
would  look  into  two  historians,  the  one  of  Virgi- 
nia and  the  other  of  New  Eoalandj  they  would 
see  bad  enoo^h  work.  If  the  Spaniards,  or  any 
other  nation  m  history,  had  acted  wursc,  he  wns 
much  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  what  their  proceed- 
ings could  hare  been.  As  to  Pennsylvania,  much 
had  been  said  of  the  purchases  from  the  Indian;; 
of  their  lands;  bat  where  was  the  difference  be- 
tween shooting  an  Indian  and  catching  him  in  a 
trap?  And,  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nians,  when  they  drore  the  Indians  back  to  Pitts- 
burgh, that  was  sufficiently  cruel.  We  have  mur- 
dered them  from  the  beginning,  said  Mr.  W.  As 
to  the  question  on  the  amendment,  he  knew  per- 
fectly well  that  the  President  had  acted  exactly 
conformable  both  to  the  Constitution  and  the 
practice  of  the  House.  To  refuse  committing  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  alonf  with  the  Message, 
would  be  an  affront,  not  to  tne  Secretary,  but  to 
the  Prebident  . 

Mr.  MAniaoN  looked  upon  the  expression,  as  to 
the  Spaniards,  as  being  extremely  exceptionable. 
It  had  escaped,  perhaps,  inadvertently.  The  Se- 
cretary woum  not  have  used  it  in  a  report  to  the 
House,  nor  would  the  Presioent  have  employed 
it,  as  from  himself,  in  any  Message  to  the  House. 
Mr.  M.  was  for  the  amendment.  It  was  natural 
enough  that  the  Secretary,  when  communicating 
his  sentiments  in  a  private  manner,  should  make 
use  of  illustrations  for  enforcing  his  opinion  that 
he  would  not  hare  adopted  in  an  official  paper. 

Mr.  Page  was  persuaded  that  the  Report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  contained  nothing  new,  or, 
if  new^  nothing  which  may  not  as  wdl  be  used 
when  in  the  hands  of  members,  as  when  in  those 
of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  If  the  amendment 
had  been  to  throw  the  Message  under  the  table, 
more  warmth  could  not  have  been  shown,  in 
charging  the  opposers  of  the  motion  for  reference 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  with  indecency  to 
the  PRESinENT,  and  with  a  design  at  usurpation 
of  his  power,  &c.  It  is  said,  that  a  jealousy  has 
been  betrayed  by  some  members  of  an  encroach- 
ment on  the  privileges  of  this  House.  Surely,  a 
tnost  unnecessary  and  unreasonable  suspicion  has 
also  been  betrayed  by  others,  of  a  design  in  the 
gentlemen  who  supported  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ni- 
cholas, to  encroach  on  the  powers  of  the  Execu- 
tive. Expressions  hare  beeo  used  not  consistent 
with  decencT  and  order.  Gentlemen  have  been 
charged  witn  a  factious  spirit,  favoring  indecent 
remonstrances,  and  with  sligating  and  treating 
contemptuously  the  Message  from  the  President. 
Some  members  hare,  at  another  time,  been  charged 
with  speaking,  not  to  the  House,  but  to  their  con- 
stituents, in  order  to  gain  their  votes  at  an  ap- 

Jiroachi^  election.   Mr.  P.  said,  that  his  respect 
or  the  Government,  and  for  the  President,  was 
equal  to  that  of  any  man  in  the  House.   He  was 


far  from  wishing  to  reflect  on  the  late  SecreiaiT 
of  War.  Mr.  P.  had  never,  by  any  vote,  ceosund 
his  conduct,  and  he  entertained  no  wish  for  his 
resignation.  But  he  was  at  liberty  to  think  the 
report  given  to  the  President  wrong,  the  comr 
munication  of  it  to  the  House  as  unnecessary,  and 
even  if  necessary,  as  sufficiently  acted  upon  when 
printed  and  put  into  the  hands  of  the  memben. 
He  might  have  no  doubt  respecting  the  CoDstitu- 
tionality  of  the  Message  from  the  Presidebt,  or 
of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  to  him.  He  might 
require  no  precedents  from  the  Journals  to  pon 
that  the  motion  for  referring  that  Messaee  was 
perfectly  in  order.  But  he  might  doubt  whethet 
the  substance  of  the  report  was  of  such  anatoR 
as  to  require  the  consideration  of  the  Comnuttee 
of  the  Whole.  He  might  also  doubt  whether  the 
report  was  of  sufficient  importance  to  require  the 
most  mature  consideration.  There  rnight  be  an- 
cumstances  attending  the  manner  of  its  introdiK* 
tion,  as  some  membiers  allege  that  there  were, 
which  render  the  report  improper  to  be  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  would  be  t 
precedent  for  referring  every  Message,  and  thai 
would  be  attended  with  unnecessary  deUy.  It 
will  be  paying  a  superfluous  complimeot.  If  the 
information  came  from  the  poorest  citizen,  ud 
was  sufficiently  important,  he  would  refer  it,bQi 
though  it  came  from  the  President  or  Senate, 
and  contained  nothing  which,  in  his  opinion,  re- 
quired a  commitment,  he  should  vote  against  it 
Mr.  P.  was  for  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Nicaous. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  remarked,  that  the  principal  <^ 
jection  made  by  the  gentleman  who  spoke  \msL 
[Mr.  Paob,]  to  the  commitment  of  the  r^rt  wis, 
that  it  contains  nothing  new.  The  obsemtiM 
will  apply  with  equal  justness  to  a  great  put  of 
what  nas  been  said  on  the  subject  befwe  the 
House.  He  wished,  therefore,  that  the  questin 
murht  be  immediately  taken. 

The  amendment  was  negatived  without  a  divi- 
sion, but  by  a  very  great  majority.  The  motioi, 
as  it  urigioally  stoo<^  was  then  put  and  canied. 


TuEBDAV,  January  13. 

A  memorial  of  Arthur  St.  Clair,  late  a  Major 
General  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  in 
behalf  of  himself  and  his  son,  Daniel  St.  Clw, 
an  officer  in  the  same  Army,  was  presented  to  ih« 
House  and  read,  praying  tKat  the  locatioDs  whiM 
they  have  made  of  the  respective  proportions  of 
land  due  for  their  military  services  during  the  latt 
war,  in  one  of  the  raimes  of  townships  on 
river  Ohio,  may  be  con&med  to  them,  and  gnBt* 
issued  for  the  same. 

Also,  the  memorials  and  petitions  of  sundry  of- 
ficers and  soldiers  of  the  late  Army  of  the  United 
States,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  o 
Samuel  Brady,  of  Absalom  Martin,  and  of  Dudley 
Woodbridge,  to  the  same  effect. 

Ordered.  Thai  the  said  memoriaband  peuoow 
be  referred  to  Mr.  Hartley,  Mr.  Greeniip,  aw 
Mr.  Peleo  Wadsworth;  that  they  doexatnue 
the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  Ihtu 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 
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A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
:hat  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
ict  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  establish 
:be  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United 
States to  which  they  desire  the  concnrrenc>e  of 
this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  th6n  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  House  proceeded  lo  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  John  Field,  Jesse  and  Robert  Wain,  and 
Hartshorne^Large,  and  Company,  which  lay  on 
the  table :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Johu  Field, and  the  other  owners 
of  the  ship  Pigou,  be  authorized  to  export  in  the  said 
ship  a  quantity  of  lead  imported  in  the  same  ship 

in  the  month  of  last ;  and  that  the  Collector 

of  the  District  of  Pennsylvania  be  authorized  to 
grant  a  clearance  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  inpur- 
saant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  FiTZ- 
8IHONB,  Mr.  Goodhue,  and  Mr.  RDTHBaFORD,  do 
preMre  and  bring  in  ibe  same. 

Mr.  WiLLi&H  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inqaire  and  report  wheUier  any,  and 
what,  alterations  ought  to  fw  made  in  the  act  im- 
poang  duties  on  snuff  manufacttved  within  the 
United  States,  and  to  whom  was  referred  the  me- 
morial of  the  sugar  refiners  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, made  a  report;  which  was  read,  as  fol- 
lows: 

**That,  in  the  opuiaa  of  the  oonunittse,  there  ig  not 
■offlcanit  experience  of  the  iitUity  of  the  acts  imponng 
dnties  on  snnff  and  rafined  nigar,  to  recommend  a  con- 
tmnanca  of  the  said  acts  beyond  the  period  to  which 
th^  are  at  pieaent  limited.  Witl^  rei^>ect  U>  the  act 
laying  duties  on  snuff,  the  committee  recommend  an 
immediate  alteration  of  the  mode  of  collecting  the 
duties,  by  laying  the  same  on  the  mortar.  They,  there- 
fore, submit  the  following  resolation : 

"  Reaohedt  That  a  committee  be  appointed  lo  prepare 
and  bring  in  a  bill  lo  amend  the  act  laying  duties  upon 
mano&^nzed  snufi;  and  to  alter  the  mode  of  imposing 
the  said  duties  by  impoaing  the  same  on  the  mortar." 

The  said  report  being  again  read, 

Ordered,  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to 
the  discontinuance  of  the  act  ''for  laying  certain 
duties  upon  snuff  and  refined  sugar,"  beyond  the 
period  to  which  it  is  at  present  limited,  be  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to 
whom  is  committed  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  prepare  and  report  a  plan  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  Public  Debt. 

Orderedy  That  such  other  parts  of  the  said  re- 
port as  relate  to  an  immediate  alteration  of  the 
mode  of  collecting  the  duties  on  snuff  manufac- 
tured within  the  United  States,  be  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  were  referred  the  Laws  of  the  Territory  of 
the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
passed  the  1st  day  of  August,  1792,  which  was 
made  to  this  House  on  the  24th  day  of  May  last, 
be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to-morrow. 


PROMULGATION  OF  THE  LAWS. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  means  of  promulgating  the  laws, 
Mr.  CoBB  in  the  Chair.  A  great  variety  of  plans 
were  proposed,  but  none  that  seemed  to  meet  the 
general  sense  of  the  House.  It  was  admitted  that 
the  same  mode  of  distributing  the  laws  which 
would  answer  extremely  well  Tor  one  part  of  ^e 
country  would  not  at  all  suit  for  some  others.  To 
give  the  copies  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  State  Le- 
gisktures,  was  recommended  by  some  members. 
Mr.  Baldwin  observed,  that  this  would  not  aftr 
swer  for  Georgia.  The  books  would  be  landed  at 
the  ^Itstance  of  two  hundred  miles  from  the  town 
where  the  Assembly  meets.  They  are  carried 
across  the  country  to  that  place,  instead  of  being 
distributed  in  the  counties  tbroi^h  which  they 
pass.  When  they  arrive  at  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment the  Assembly  have  risen,  and  probably  will 
not  sit  again  for  six  or  nine  montns  to  come. 
Mr.  Baldwin  said,  that  rather  than  see  the  heart- 
burning which  had  existed  among  the  peo{de  <^ 
Geoi^  for  the  last  six  years,  from  ignorance  of 
the  laws,  he  would  pay  a  part  of  the  ezpeDse  of 
distribuung  them  himself.  Mr.  B.  knew  one  way 
by  which  the  Secretary  of  State  might  distribute 
the  copies  of  the  laws  very  effectually  in  the 
State  of  Georgia.  This  was  by  intrusting  them 
to  the  member  himself.  He  was  bettnr  acquaint- 
ed than  most  people  with  the  places  in  Georgia  to 
which  these  books  ought  to  be  sent,  and  the  per^ 
sons  to  whom  they  ought  to  be  given.  He  was 
ready  to  take  the  whole  business  on  himself.  Mr. 
HiLLHOcsB,  who  rose  sometime  after,  had  no 
doubt  that  gentlemen  might  find  it  extremely  con- 
venient to  nave  the  edition  of  the  laws  entirely  at 
their  private  disposal.  He  had  no  objectims, 
however,  to  this  scheme. 

Mr.  Page  wished  not  only  that  the  laws  mif  ht 
have  been  printed,  but  that  every  thing  else  whic^ 
passed  in  that  House,  and  every  word  which  iwas 
spoken,  might  be  accurately  taken  down  by  a 
snort-hand  writer  employed  for  that  purpose  by 
the  public,  and  the  whole  printed  and  distributed. 
The  people  would  then  be  able  to  judge  exactly 
of  the  conduct  and  character  of  those  wliom  they 
chose  to  represent  them. 

After  much  miscellaneous  conversation  it  was 
moved  that  the  Committee  should  rise,  the  Chair- 
man reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again.  The  motion  was  negatived — ayes  41,  noes 
42.  The  same  motion  was  again  made  some  time 
after,  and  agreed  to.  But  the  motion  for  leave  to 
sit  again  was  negatived. 

It  was .  then  moved  by  Mr.  W.  Smith  that  a 
committee  cfmsistinff  of  a  member  from  each 
State  in  the  Uniou  ^ould  confer  on  this  subject. 
This  was  agreed  to ;  and  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Vans  Murray,  Mr.  White,  the  member  from 
the  Southwestern  Territory,  was  added  to  the 
number. 


Wbunesdat,  January  14. 
A  memorial  of  Parker,  Hopkins,  and  Meers,  of 
die  town     Savannah,  in  the  State  of  Georgia, 
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was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  the 
aid  and  patronage  of  Congress  to  eDaole  them  to 
complete  a  work  which  they  have  undertaken  for' 
the  purpose  of  making  an  accurate  snrrey  of  the 
sea-coast  and  inland  narij^tion  of  the  States  of 
South  Can^in^  and  Georgia. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  memorial  of  Qeorge  Latimer  and  others, 
merchants,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  was  pre- 
sented to  toe  House  and  read,  praying  that  tliey 
may  be  allowed  the  drawback  of  the  duties  on  a 
quantity  of  sugar  and  coflbe  imported  by  the  me- 
morialists in  the  port  of  Newbem,  North  Caroli- 
na, and  thence  brought  to  the  port  of  Phikdelphia, 
from  which  they  are  desirons  of  exporting  them 
to  a  foreign  port. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
Mr.  FiTZsiHONs,  Mr.  GoonniTE,  and  Mr.  En- 
wauds;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  theiuof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  House. 

The  House  resolved  itsell  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
Dennery ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
said  report  under  consideration,  and  come  to  a  re- 
solution thereupon  j  wiiich  was  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

BemUved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  memorial 
is  reasonable,  and  that  the  tonnt^  duties  on  the 
Teasels  therein  mentioned  be  remitted. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
stiant  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mt.  Sahdbl 
Shitb,  Mr.  Lyman,  and  Mr.  Vai*  CorrLARnr,  do 
prepare  in  bring  in  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FrrzatMons, 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  re- 
port a  plan  for  perfecting  a  road  oetween  the 
Southern  and  Eastern  States,  the  expenses  where- 
of be  defrayed  out  of  the  revenue  of  the  Post 
Office ;  and  that  Mr.  Fitzsihons,  Mr.  Qilbs,  Mr. 
MuBHAT,  Mr.  Jeremiah  Wadswobth,  Mr.  Bald- 
wnr,  Mr.  Deabborn,  and  Mr.  McDowell,  be  the 
said  committee. 

Mr.  FiTZsiHOH  8,  from  the  committee  a{^nted, 
presented  a  bill  to  authorize  the  exportation  of  a 
quantity  of  lead,  in  the  ship  Pigou,  to  China ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  orderra  to  be  engros»- 
ed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  re- 
gulate the  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians,  and  privates  of  the  Militia  of  the 
United  States,  when  called  into  actual  service, 
and  for  other  purposes to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Dextbr,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  Message  from  the  Prbsi- 
OENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  of  the  8th  instant, 
as  relates  to  the  letter  from  the  Judge  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Pomtiylrania  respecting  certain  interrup- 
tions in  the  judicial  proceedtogs  of  that  District, 
ttude  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  toli^ 
on  the  taUe. 


[JancaiTjITSS. 


POBTETOR  OF  PDBUC  eDPPUEB. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  neat  from  theSenut. 
entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  the  o&ce  of  Pb- 
veyor  of  Public  Supplies. 

Mr.  Carnes  wLshed  to  have  some  evidence  iki 
there  was  occasion  for  a  Purveyor  of  PuUic  Sim- 
plies,  with  so  lanro  a  salary ;  otherwise^  he  stum 
think  himself  obliged  to  vote  against  the  pt- 
posal. 

Mr.  Sedowice,  when  the  bill  was  firstbTon^ 
in,  had  approved  of  it  in  his  own  mind,  and  o 
conversing  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuy. 
he  learned,  as  the  6|anioQ  of  that  gentleman,  mi 
it  was  an  extremely  economical  and  very  ne»- 
sary  thing. 

Mr.  B.  BoDBNB  said,  that  there  bad  ben  i 
Message  on  this  subject  from  the  PBEBiDcrr.oi 
the  11th  of  Decemb«hst.  This  was  acendinflir 
read.  It  had  enclosed  a  memorial  from  die  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  on  this  estaUishmeit 
which  was  also  read. 

Mr.  Venable  moved  to  alter  one  part  of  ^ 
bill.  Instead  of  saying  "under  the  direetioD an^ 
supervision  of  the  Secretarv  of  the  Treasnry/l* 
thought  it  better  to  say  tmder  the  direction  « tlif 
Secretary  of  War.  The  supplies  were  for  thii 
DepartmenL 

Mr.  Hgister  seconded  this  motion. 

Mr.  FiTzsiHO^a  thought  the  superinteodnw 
better  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  Pakebk  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  daw 
of  the  bill.  He  had  objections  both  to  the  B 
itself  and  to  the  amendment  surgested  by  the  g» 
tleman  at  his  left  hand.  He  thoiwht  that  a  Man 
Agent  should  be^ppointed^  and  be  lespoonlifc  » 
the  Pbesidbmt  only. 

Mr.  Carnes  thou^t  House  hadasr^  ioo 
little  hiformation  to  decide  wiietherthe  establi^ 
ment  was  necessary  or  not.  He  believeJ  thatw 
should  be  disposed  to  vote  with  Mr.  pABK»t,u" 
then  for  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  matw 

Mr.  Sedqwick  wished  that  the  gentleman  worn 
not  then  begin  by  destroying  the  bill 

Mr.  Carnes  had  no  such  design.  He  moTn: 
therefore,  that  the  Committee  should  riKnpnt 
prepress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again.  Tiiis  wv 
accordingly  done.   But  leave  was  not 
The  aubjeet  was  referred  to  a  select  eomouttefc 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Comnui* 
tee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of^ 
committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  t  pB" 
for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt. 

The  report  having  been  read  by  the  Clerk,  Mr- 
W.  Smith  moved  that  certain  duties  thereu 
named  should  be  continued,  not  to  ISOl,  as  p 
posed  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  W  *' 
this  term  should  be  struck  out,  and  the  aot'***?r 
tinned  till  other  taxes  could  be  institat^  fi"  *>"' 
charging  the  Public  DebL  ,  . 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  that  since  the  t^Vf^J^ 
been  made,  a  committee  had  been  "PP"'"'^ 
take  into  consideration  the  comi^ntior thes^ 
and  snnff  manuftcturers,  and  it  was  now  jm?"^ 
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to  make  an  altemtion  in  the  mode  of  letf  ing  the 
excise  on  snuS*  and  sugar.  Mr.  N.  had  been  one 
of  the  committee.  E^dence  had  been  adduced 
that  the  manufacture  of  snuff  was  stopped  alto- 
gether, from  the  impossibility  of  carrying  it  on 
nnder  the  [H'esent  system  of  excise.  There  had 
been  no  rise  in  the  price  of  refined  sugar,  yet  it 
could  not  be  sold.  It  laid  on  the  hands  of  the 
mannfacturers. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  opposed  the  motion  for  striking 
oQt  that  part  of  the  report  which  continued  these 
duties  to  the  year  1801.  It  had  proved  extremely 
iDjorious  to  the  manufacture.  This  ameodment 
would  perpetuate  the  law,  which  was,  be  hoped, 
contrary  to  the  design  of  the  gentleman  who 
moved  it.  The  houses  where  mannfactnres  had 
been  carried  on  were  shut  op.  We  had  not,  in- 
deed, obtained  any  information  from  the  (^cers 
of  the  excise,  as  ought  to  have  been  done,  in  order 
to  learn  whether  it  was  possible,  to  collect  the 
exciM  in  this  mode  or  not.  Yet,  in  the  face  of 
the  evidence  of  the  manufacturers,  and  without 
any  authority  to  contradict  them,  we  are  going  to 
perpetuate  the  excise.  As  to  tiie  duty  of  two 
cents,  it  has  been  proved  that  this  is  paid  b^  the 
manafacturer  only,  and  that  he  cannot  lay  it  on 
his  customers.  Will  any  gentlemen  propose  to 
perpetuate  a  law,  which  is  to  perpetuate  the  de- 
stniction  of  a  manufacture  1  The  sugar  bakers  of 
Philaddphia  demonstrated  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  nujoritr  tif  the  committee  thdt  this  voirld  be 
the  ease.  Pfeople  who  now  buy  loaf  sugar,  would 
dien  buy  brown  sugar — which  ends  the  afnir. 

Mr.  McDowell  would  rather  vote  for  the  re- 
peal ahc^ther,  than  for  the  proposed  amend- 
meat. 

Mr.  Shbsburnb  said,  that,  dftraug  last  session, 
when  the  excises  in  question  were  imposed,  much 
had  been  said  of  the  impropriety  of  laying  such 
taxes  on  the  manufactures  of  this  country.  In 
reply,  it  had  been  asserted,  in  the  most  positive 
style,  that  the  impost  duties  would  fall  infinitely 
short,  and  there  was  even  a  kind  of  stigma  at- 
tempted to  be  cast  on  gentlemen  who  objected  to 
the  laying  on  of  these  duties,  or  who  doubted  that 
the  revenue  would  fall  short.  At  present  we 
lutve  aecoants  from  all  quarters,  of  tne  ruinous 
consequences  of  these  OEcises.  The  imp<»t,  in- 
stead of  iklting  short,  has  risen  higher  than  it 
ever  was  before.  The  alleged  cause  why  the  new 
taxes  were  laid,  has  prorea  to  be  without  founda- 
tion. This,  in  itself,  is  an  adequate  reason  why 
they  ought  to  be  repealed.  But  there  is  a  second 
reason,  viz ;  the  destructive  nature  of  the  texes 
themselves. 

Mr.  FiTzaiMONs  would  not  allow  that  any  re- 
venue law  could  have  its  effects  fairly  tried  in 
one  or  two  years.  He  could  not  admit  that  the 
sugar  duty  WDuld  fall  on  the  manufacturer.  He 
would  ask  any  member  of  the  committee,  whether 
the  effects  of  this  tax  could  be  fully  understood  in 
three  or  four  months ;  for  that,  he  believed,  was 
the  time  during  which  they  had  been  in  effectual 
operation  t  As  to  the  quantity  of  sugar  on  hand, 
it  may  be  supposed  Utat  when  a  duty  was  to  be 
laid  on,  large  quantities  woold  be  bought  up  be- 
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fbreband.  It  had  also  been  reported— but  he  did 
not  pretend  to  warrant  the  truth  of  the  reijort— 
that  there  had  been  a  suspension  of  buying,  in  ex- 
pectation  that  the  diity  woUld  be  taken  off  The 
sugar  bakers  had  the  market  entirely  in  their  own 
hands,  and  he  did  not  believe  that  the  people  of 
America  would  want  refined  sucar  for  the  differ- 
ence of  two  cents  in  a  pound.  He  was  entirely 
against  any  sudden  and  unadvised  repeal. 

Mr.  QoonHDG  did  not  admit  that  the  tax  fell  on 
the  manufacturer  alone.  The  merchant,  who  paid 
an  impost  on  imported  goodd,  mi^bt  as  well  say 
that-  he  paid  the  impost  out  of  his  own  pocket. 
He  could  not  affirm,  but  he  thoroughly  beUeved, 
that  as  much  refined  sugar  was  consumed  in  (he 
country,at  thishour,a8  mien  the  duty  was  first  laid. 
But  theway  to  save  the  mannfhcturers  was,  to  lay 
another  duty  upon  sugar  unrefined.  The  latter 
would  then  be  raii^ed  equally  with  the  former,  and  as 
very  little  refined  sugar  is  imported,  the  American 
sugar  bakers  would  have  a  complete  monopoly. 
In  reply  to  Mr.  Sherburne,  about  the  impost,  he 
inquired  whether  we  were  afraid  of  having  too 
much  money?  It  was  pro^r  to  pay  off  the  Fublio 
Debt,  and  for  this  purpose  it  Was  necessary  to  col- 
lect as  much  monciy  as  could  be  had  in  a  proper 
way.  The  manufacturers  of  vrhiskey  had  uleged 
that  they  were  much  injured  by  the  excise,  Mr. 
Q.  believed  the  fact  to  be  otherwise. 

Mr.  FiitDLBT  confined  himsdf  to  the  propriety 
of  extending  the  Ihuitatiott  of  excises  on  man. 
sugar,  Ac.  Tit  said  that  they  had  been  opposed 
last  session  on  principle,  as  laying  improper  re- 
strictions on  the  manufacturers,  discouraging  the 
fair  trader,  and  extending  a  precedent  that  would 
eventually  lead  to  levying  excises  on  all  manufhc- 
tures ;  but  when  the  limitation  for  two  years  was 
introduced,  as  an  accommodation,  the  opposition 
was  so  far  given  up  as  that  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  not  called;  therefore,  it  was  enacted  as  a  laW 
of  experiment.  He  complained  that  now,  before 
the  experiment  was  made,  the  Hmiution  was 
attempted  to  be  extended.  He  said  that  the  limit- 
ation was  a  pledge  of  the  faith  of  Government  to 
the  public,  that  the  law  would  not  be  extended  till 
experience  of  its  utility  and  productivenes  woold 
justify  the  measure.  He  asked  where  was  the  report 
from  the  Trwsury,  infbrming  Us  what  was  the  prtf- 
ductoftheserevenues?  There  "was  none.  But  from 
the  manufactnnrs  there  was  information.  They 
had  made  it  appear  to  the  committee,  that  the 
snuff  excise,  as  it  stood,  was  impracticable,  except 
as  to  hand-mills,  which  never  could  be  productive, 
and  might  be  wrought  in  secret  and  elude  the  tax, 
and  that  the  consumption  of  loaf  sugar  vras  greatly 
decreased.  He  expected  that  die  snuff  law  would 
be  rendered  practicable.  He  did  not  urge  that 
either  of  them  should  be  repealed  now ;  he  only 
wished  that  the  faith  of  Government,  enacting 
the  limitation,  should  be  supported.  He  hoped  that 
his  disposition  to  discharge  the  Public  Debt  would 
not  be  tested  by  his  refusing  to  extend  the  limit- 
ation. He  would  discover,  on  a  proper  occasion, 
that  he  was  very  willing  to  pay  the  Debt,  by  open- 
ing resources  or  a  more  general  and  productive 
kind.  He  was  not  for  ddaying  that  bosiness,  bf 
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depending  oa  small  and  uncertain  excises  upon 
manufactures,  which  for  erery  forty^  or  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  they  would  proance,  would  raise  a 
new  and  separate  host- of  difficulties.  It  was  time 
enough  to  extend  the  limitation,  when  it  shall  be 
known  what  amount  is  produced,  and  how  it  will 
affect  the  maaufacturer. 

Mr.  Datton  was  in  favor  of  continuing  the 
sugar  excise  till  the  year  1801.  He  said  that  two 
arguments,  inconsistent  with  each  other,  were 
onered  against  iL  One  was,  that  the  sui^ar  bakers 
would  be  forced  to  pay  the  excise  themselves, 
which  woidd  end  in  destroying  their  trade.  The 
other  was,  that  the  advanced  price  of  sugar  had 
driven  their  customers  to  the  use  of  unrefined 
flugar.  Both  accounts  could  not  be  true.  If  the 
maaufacturer  paid  the  duty  out  of  his  former  pro- 
fits, the  price  was  not  advanced.  If  he  advanced 
the  price  on  his  customer,  he  did  not  py  the  price 
out  of  his  own  pocket  He  would  leave  gentle- 
men to  take  which  ever  side  of  the  question  they 
pleased.  But  he  did  not  think  it  proper  that  they 
should  occupy  a  double  ground,  la  one  particular 
passage,  he  was  Dot  sure  that  he  understood  Mr. 
S.  Smith,  who  explained. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  said,  he  rose  particularly  to  re- 

rtst  that  his  iriend  [Mr.  W.  Smith]  would  with- 
w  his  motion,  fur  continuing  the  taxes  laid  last 
session,  beyond  the  year  1801 ;  not  because  he 
himself  should  not  prefer  a  longer  continuauce, 
hut  because  he  had  understood  that  time  had  been 
agreed  on  by  the  select  committee,  as  a  matter  of 
compromise.  Mr.  3.  said,  as  he  was  now  up,  al- 
thoi4ch  he  had  no  intention  of  speaking  fully  to 
the  subject,  he  would  submit  a  few  cursory  re- 
marks. He  had  expected,  when  he  recollected 
what  gentlemen  had  formerly  said  on  the  subject 
of  the  Debt — when  he  called  to  mind  the  public 
opinion^  which  he  believed  no  member  of  the 
Committee  mbtook,  he  had  expected  an  unusual 
degree  of  unanimity  in  the  attempt  honestly  to 
provide  a  Sinking  Fund.  As  we  progressed  in 
our  deliberations, lie  yet  entertained  a  liope  that 
his  expectations  would  not  be  disappointed.  If 
the  Committee  be  determined,  in  earnest,  to  adopt 
the  means  of  reducing  the  Public  Debt,  taxes,  ade- 
quate not  only  to  the  proptosed  reduction,  but  to 
Uie  necessary  accruing  expebses  of  Government, 
must  be  imposed.  Without  the  latter,  there  could 
be  no  weil-grounded  confidence  that  the  former 
would  be  continued.  If  other  taxes  could  be  sub- 
stituted, less  objectionable  than  those  under  con- 
sideration, tbey  should  certainly  be  accepted.  The 
taxes  contemplated  were,  on  loaf  sugar,  snufi*,  li- 
censes for  retailing  spirituous  liquors,  sales  at  auc- 
tion, and  carriages.  He  would  not  enter  into  a 
discussion  of  the  merits  of  those  taxes;  he  would, 
however,  observe  in  general,  that,  in  his  opinion, 
the  Legislature,  inlaying  those  taxes,  had  either 
wisely  or  accidentally  hit  on  those  subjects  which 
were  among  the  most  eligible.  In  the  commence- 
ment of  the  operation  of  any  tax,  probably  incon- 
veniences and  embarrassment  would  be  felt  by 
tluise  who  were  directly  called  upon.  Certainly, 
plausible  objections  might  be  made.  A  change  of 
subjects  of  taxation  was  itself  a  very  great  evil ; 


and,  wheneTer  a  chan^  was  ptoipoteA,  the  oonn- 
niences  and  ineonTenieoces  should  be  duly  eot- 
sidered.  To  these  taxes,  generally,  it  was  obiM- 
ed,  that  they  had  not  the  test  of  experience.  The 
same  was  also  true  of  any  substitute  which  might 
be  proposed,  excepting  direct  taxes.  He  boped,ii 
the  progress  of  this  discussion,  to  find  gentteiiKi 
sincere.  Respecting  direct  taxes,  it  was  not  his  i>- 
tention  to  speak  particularly ;  he  could  not,  kov- 
ever,  omit  to  declare,  that,  in  his  opinion,  there 
was  not  one  gentleman  belonging  to  the  Legidi- 
ture  who  supposed  there  was  even  a  possibilitj, 
that  they  could  be  received  as  a  substitute  for 
those  immediately  under  consideration ;  for,  al- 
though there  might  be  individuals  within  tbe 
House,  and  districts  of  country,  who  apiffOTed,» 
affected  to  approve,  direct  taxes,  as  the  meant  of 
reducing  the  Debt,  yet,  both  here  and  there,  dier 
were  such  an  inconsiderable  minority  as,  ut  the 
opinion  of  all,  rendered  it  impossible  to  attempt 
the  expedient.  If,  then,  direct  taxes  could  not  br 
resorted  to,  to  offer  them  as  the  Sinking  Food, 
would  certainly  create  doubts  of  sincerity.  WiA 
regard  to  the  taxes  on  snuff  and  loaf  sugar— re- 
specting which,  hitherto,  the  only  explicit  objec- 
tions had  been  made — they  were  cAjects  of  Jniurf , 
and,  as  such,  properly  sources  of  revenue-  Thei 
were  domestic  manufactures,  it  was  true,  but  by 
our  regulations  all  foreign  competition  in  the  sale 
of  those  articles  was  excluded,  and  the  consomei, 
therefore,  would  undoubtedly  be  compelled  to  faj 
the  tax.  Mr.  S.  concluded,  by  again  requesnng 
Mr.  Smith  to  withdraw  his  motion,  for  the  nw» 
belore  given. 

Mr.  W.  Smith.— The  House  baring  unanimoas- 
ly  resolved  to  make  provision  for  the  redociioau 
the  Debt,  and  the  Committee  being  nowei^^ 
on  that  subject,  gentlemen  who  oppose  the  ibo- 
lutton  under  consideration,  must  either  show  that 
the  existing  revenues  are  adequate  to  the  object, 
or  propose  other  revenues  more  suitable  than  uiok 
recommended  by  the  report. 

No  gentleman  has  attempted  to  do  either;  ihai 
arguments  have  been  only  a  repetition  of  ceoswe 
of  the  taxes  on  snuff  and  sugar.  If  these  taxes  ij* 
so  exceptionable,  said  Mr.  S.,  strike  them  oal « 
the  report,  but  do  not  involve  in  their  condemm- 
tion  aU  the  other  internal  revenues.  With  reffetf 
to  the  duties  on  snuff  and  sugar,  Mr.  S.,  who  had 
been  on  the  commiuee,  and  heard  all  the  coo- 
plaints  of  the  manufhcturers,  had  not  been  e» 
vinced  that  they  were  so  oppressive  as  waa  reptfr 
sented ;  iudeed,  the  committee  had  not  adnted 
the  repeal  of  them,  which  they  wouU  have  aw* 
had  they  deemed  them  oppressive.  The  saw 
manuiacturers  had  stated,  as  a  grievance,  the  nw* 
of  laying  the  duty,  because  it  subjected  them  w 
unnecessary  trouble,  and  was  liaole  to  fraud,  i 
the  expense  of  the  fair  dealer.  This  the  comnu'- 
tee  had  proposed  to  alter,  and  to  lay  the  daty 
the  mortar;  he  believed  that  this  commua*"*; 
with  some  other  regulations  which  had  been  rtt 
gested  by  the  manufacturers,  would  remofe  tf 
their  reasonable  complaints.  As  to  a  ivXf  ^ 
snuff  being  opprMive,  he  could  not  l*"*^  * 
The  manubctnrers  had  acknowledged  that  tun 
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wereontyaboDt  onethousand  three  hundred  pounds 
imported,  and  there  were  nearty  fire  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  consumed  in  the  United  States ;  they 
might,  therefore,  be  said  to  have  nearly  the  mo- 
nopoly of  the  article;  the  duty  would  consequent- 
ly oe  paid  by  the  consumer.  Snuff  was  an  article 
aJtt^reiher  of  luxury ;  each  individual  consumed 
but  a  small  quantity,  and  would  not,  for  so  trifling 
a  tax,  be  induced  to  diminish  his  consumption. 
Were  it  not  excised  in  the  hands  of  the  manufac- 
turer, it  would  escape  taxation  altogether  ?  if  not 
manufactured  here,  it  would  be  imported  and  pay 
the  impost ;  did  gentlemen  seriously  mean  that  an 
article  altogether  of  luxury,  and  paid  by  the  con^ 
sumer,  who  could  well  anord  it,  should  not  con- 
tribute something  to  the  revenue,  when  salt,  so 
essential  a  necessary  of  life,  and  many  other  arti- 
cles of  necessity,  contributed  largely?  For  his 
part,  he  had  not  been  able  to  diseover  what  enti- 
tled it  to  so  special  an  exemption.  With  respect 
to  the  duty  on  manufitetured  sugar,  many  of  the 
foregoing  ob&errations  would  apply;  it  was  an  ar- 
ticle uf  which  the  manufacturers  had  the  mono- 
fwly,  die  duty  would  consequently  be  paid  by  the 
:onsumers,  who  were  of  the  wealthier  class  of  ci- 
:izens,  and  could  well  afford  it ;  the  smallness  of 
t,  two  cents  per  pound,  would  not  materially  affect 
:he  consumption.  The  manufacturers  had  indeed 
lomplained  to  the  committee  that  the  consump- 
ion  in  this  city  had  diminished  since  the  imposi- 
:ioD  of  the  duly ;  but  Mr.  S.  believed  it  was  attri- 
}utable  to  other  causes,  some  of  which  were  of  a 
ocal  and  temporary  nature ;  one,  the  committee 
lad  been  told,  was  the  qualmishness  of  some  of 
he  (Quakers,  who  had  discontinued  the  use  of  su- 
;  this  was  a  local,  and  he  fancied,  would  be 
>nly  a  temporary  obstruction ;  oAer  causes  of  the 
limiiratioD  the  sales  had  been  stated  by  a  gen- 
leman,  and  were  by  no  meaus  aseribable  to  the 
laty.  Of  this  tax  Mr.  S.  would  remark,  as  he 
lad  of  snuff,  that,  while  salt  and  brown  sugar, 
rhich  were  consumed  in  lai^  quantities  by  the 
loor,  contributed  to  the  revenue,  it  would  be  as 
injust  as  it  would  be  unequal  to  exonerate  it  alto- 
letfaer  from  its  share  of  contribution ;  indeed,  he 
lid  not  know  two  articles  more  proper  for  tazstion 
ban  imitff'  and  loaf  gugar.  Great  stress,  however, 
<ad  been  laid  on  the  idea  of  their  being  domestic 
lanafactures,  and  it  had  been  contended,  that  all 
Qch  ought  to  be  exempt  from  taxation.  To  this 
oetrine,  Mr.  S.  could  not  subscribe ;  for,  although 
e  concarred  in  sentiment  that  infant  manufac- 
Ltres  required  encoara||ement  and  protection,  (and 
bey  should  ever  receive  it,  as  l«r  as  his  voice 
rent.)  ret,  he  conceived  that  the  policy  and  wel- 
»e  of  this  country  required  that ptU  grown  man- 
factares,  like  those  of  snuff  and  sugar,  which  had 
be  monopoly  of  the  supply,  should  be  resort- 
d  to  for  their  share  pf  contribution.  This  he 
bought  iDdispeosablv  necessary  to  supply  the  de- 
eiency  occasioned  by  the  stoppage  of  importa- 
on,  and  to  reach  the  artiste  in  the  bands  of  the 
3D8umer.  Otherwise,  in  the  event  of  domestic 
lanufactures  supplying  us  with  many  of  the  com- 
lodities  which  are  now  imported,  the  duties  on 
^teb  ure  anproiffiated  to  the  interest  of  the  Pub- 


lic Debt,  there  would  a  considerabte  defalca- 
tion of  the  revenue,  and  a  coDscqucnt  branch  of 
the  public  faith.  He  acknowledged  that  cara 
should  be  taken  not  to  oppress  the  manufacturer 
by  severe  regulations  or  by  so  high  a  duly  as  t» 
lessen  theconsumpdon.  Butthem^objectionofits 
being  a  domestic  manufacture  wa&  not  of  itself  a 
sufficient  objection;  it  had  not  beea  so  consiidered 
in  the  case  of  the  exciseou  stills,  and  be  trusted  it 
would  not  on  this  occaaon.  Bo  far  from  its  be- 
ing the  prevailing  sentiment  at  the  la^l  session, 
the  two  laws  had  passed  both  branchcn  of  the  Le- 
gislature by  a  large  majority, aftor  hfaringall  that 
the  manufacturers  and  the  upponents  or  the  tax 
could  allege  against  it. 

No  gentleman  had  suggested  any  iub>tituti?; 
a  land  tax  had  been  mentioned  out  of  doors.  He 
should  not  now  enter  into  a  consfderatian  of  that 
species  of  revenue ;  he  would  only  oba^rre  oo  the 
extreme  inequality  of  its  operation;  «mie  States 
were  still  burdened  with  debt  to  pay,  for  which  they 
depended  on  a  State  land  tax ;  others  were  totally- 
clear  of  debt  and  laid  n^luid  tai ;  a  laud  tax  by 
Congress  would  imjxise'  it  very  unequal  burden 
and  be  very  oppressive  to  some  parta  of  the  Uni- 
on; but,admittm^  that  such  b  tax  should  be  re- 
sorted to,  much  time  would  ellipse  hefore  it  could 
go  into  full  operation;  in  the  mean  lime, let  these 
revenues  which  now  exist  bei-antiiiuod.  and  when- 
ever a  direct  tax,  or  any  otber,  shall  b<?  laid,  he 
was  content  that  these  should  bi?  rcppaled.  The 
resolution  meant  no  m«rr  ;  it  lio'  s  im:  to  the 
perpetual  duration  of  thf.si:  taxt^s,  a?^  has  Weo  fre- 
quently repeated ;  it  only  propoifs  that  they  shall 
be  continued  in  force  until  the  year  1601,  or  until 
some  other  revenues  of  equal  value  shall  be  aq^ 
stitnted.  Now,  Mr.  8.  said,  if  gentlemea  w«m 
serious  in  their  intention  to  pay  off  the  Debt  jf 
they  were  sincerely  disposed  to  put  an  end  to  vaX 
clamor  which  the  durability  of  this  Debt  has  ex- 
cited, let  them  provide  for  its  extinction  by  a  s^ 
tematic  appropriation  of  revenues ;  it  was  in  vain 
for  some  gentlemen  to  wish  the  Debt  discharged, 
and  for  others  to  abuse  it-,  neither  their  wishes 
DOT  their  abuse  would  do  any  ffDod ;  the  providing 
the  money  will  be  the  best  evidence  of  their  inten- 
tions, ana  doing  that  will  be  considered  by  the 
public,  who  feel  much  anxipty  on  this  subject,  as 
the  best  test  of  our  sincerity. 

Mr.  Shilie  was  against  the  continuance  of  the 
taxes  for  so  longa  tim^tt-jd^.jiHiyQfed  lf*  4i» 
amendment 

Mr.  NicHOUa,  in  reply  to  Mr.  GooomrB,  oifa- 
served,  that  if  two  cents  per  pound  were  added  lo 
the  duty  on  unrefined  sn^i^  this  would  not  do  anr 
service  to  the  refiner,  whomtdd  still  pay  as  mwk 
more  in  advance  for  the  raw  material.  As  to  the 
double  ground,  objected  to  by  Mr.  Davtos,  he 
bad  a  satis&ctory  answer  to  that.  Mr.  N.  pro- 
ceeded to  state  that  the  report  from  the  wlect 
committee  had  not  been  drwwn  up  as  was  intend- 
ed by  the  members  of  thai  committee. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  rose  and  eoniradicn^d  this  asser- 
tion. He  had  been  lucky  eroiiwh  [ii  kec-p  the 
copy  of  the  minutes  of  what  passed  in  the  select 
coounittee;  and  these  mln«l«| It* nMr 
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Mr.  NicBOLAS.— I  told  the  gentlenuB  that  this 
was  not  agreeattle  to  my  )deas. 

Mr.  Smith  could  sot  nelp  that.   Tiie  thin^  had 
been  put  to  the  rote,  aud  carried  by  a  m^ority. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  that  it  was  contrary  to  the 
opimous  of  a  majarit^  of  the  committee,  and  he 
added  some  explanations  how  the  report  came  to 
be  sufiered  to  appear  in  its  present  form- 
Mr.  FtTZBiHONs  rose  to  remind  the  gentleman 
that  it  would  be  both  more  correct  and  more  de- 
cent to  confine  himself  to  a  statement  of  his  own 
opinions,  than  to  give  those  of  th»  select  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  S.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  he  had 
understood  the  meaning  of  the  committee  to  be 
exactly  as  Mr.  Nicholas  had  expressed  it.  The 
committee  would  have  repealed  the  duties  refer- 
red to  alttttether,  if  they  had  supposed  thems^ves 
to  possess  fuU  enough  information  on  the  subject. 
Mr.  S.,  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  W.  Smith, 
of  people  objecting  to  taxes,  and  yet  affecting  to 
wisb  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt,  declared 
that  he  wns  one  who  wished  for  the  payment  of 
the  Debt,  and,  at  the  same  time,  for  the  repeal  of 
the  taxes.  He  took  the  ground  of  Mr.  Sherburne, 
and  said  that  the  continuation  of  the  taxes  was 
unfair.  They  had  been  proposed  for  two  years,  as 
an  experiment.  The  experiment  has  been  tried, 
and  ail  the  bad  consequences  which  had  been  pre- 
dicted by  Mx.  S.  and  others  hare  been  verified. 
Besides,  the  pretence  for  laying  the  taxes  has 
ceased,  for  the  impost  has  turned  out  more  pro- 
ductive than  ever  it  has  been,  yet  now  gentlemen 
'  insist  on  continuing  these  taxes.  He  said  that  this 
was  a  deception  upon  the  public.  But  there  was 
deception  upon  deception  in  the  management  of 
this  business.  There  was  chareed  in  the  estimate 
for  1795— which  he  would  calTau  estimate  of  de- 
ceptions— one  million  tiiree  hundred  and  ten  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars,  for  a  West- 
ern insurrection,  as  if  we  were  to  calculate  upon 
an  annual  expedition  to  the  back  countries.  This 
was  one  decepticHi.  There  was  another  deception, 
or,  if  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  did  not 
like  that  word,  he  should  call  it  a  mistake.  Mr. 
S.,  however,  had  got  into  a  habit  of  conveying  his 
ideas  by  those  words  most  apt  and  significant  for 
expressing  them.  He  proceeded  to  show,  that 
though  there  was  to  be  only  six  hundred  thousand 
doUo^  demanded  for  paying  the  National  Debt, 
ret,  that  after  1795,  there  would  be  an  annual 
wlanee  of  one  million  eight  hundred  and  tweoty- 
two  thousand  dt^lars  on  hand  to  discharge  it. 
From  this  he  argued,  that  there  was  no  necessity . 
for  continuing  such  pernicious  taxes. 

Mr.  S.  had  the  honor  to  state  last  session,  that 
the  imposts  of  1794  would  not  be  less  than  those 
of  1792.  The  event  had  justified  his  assertion. 
He  now,  as  a  commercial  man,  affirmed  that  they 
would  equal  in  1795  what  they  had  been  in  1794. 
It  was  probable  that  they  would  be  still  greater. 
The  new  taxes  might  be  continued  for  the  two 
years  mentioned  in  the  act,  but  no  longer.  What ! 
when  manufacturers  come,  with  tears  in  their 
eyes,  entreating  you  not  to  reduce  their  families 
to  beggary,  ^d  while,  at  the  fHwne  tique,  will 


have  near  tiiree  times  as  much  money  in  you  hull 
as  will  pay  the  six  hundred  thousand  doUut  pet 
annum,  for  the  sinking  of  the  Debt,  are  yon  n  ! 
such  circumstances  to  continue  the  tax?  Ut. 
S.  insisted  much  on  the  respectable  characters  u 
the  sugar  refiners  of  Philadelphia,  who  had  so- 
lemnly declared  that  the  excise  would  iaevii^f 
extirpate  the  manufacture;  and  he  adveried,ii 
difierent  times,  to  an  apparent  incon8isteiicT,a 
he  seemed  to  consider  it,  on  the  part  of  Mr.Fin- 
BIHONS,  who  had  admitted  that  tne  sugar-fefinm 
of  Philadelphia  were  of  a  most  respectable  chv 
acter,  end  yet  questioned  the  accuracy  of  their » 
sertions,  in  a  matter  of  which  they  were  perfectli 
competent  to  judge  with  precision.  Heueaun 
notice  of  some  things  which  had  dropped  from  i 

gentleman  at  his  Id't  hand,  [Mr.  GooDHva]  the 
ad  spoken  of  the  effect  of  excise  on  Masnchusettt, 
as  it  was  a  favorite  with  the  manufacturers.  Nw 
if  they  can  do  so  well  to  the  Eastward,  aid  lit 
S..  with  their  excises,  I  would  be  glad  to  boi 
what  the  gentleman  sees  in  me,  that  he  thinks  I 
could  not  do  as  well  as  they.  Whatever  mi^ 
be  the  ease  in  New  England,  Mr.  S.  never  cm 
manufacture  under  an  excise.  He  had  been) 
friend  to  the  excise  on  distiUeriea,  because  he  iuii 
thought  it  a  good  measure  for  the  country  iIlg^ 
neral,  but  as  to  his  own  distillery,  he  had  Kitt. 
since  an  excise  was  imposed,  made  five  shilli^i 
by  it.  As  to  his  sugar-bakery,  it  would  ba^e  lit 
very  same  termination. 

The  gentleman  who  conducted  that  msnoftfr 
lure  tor  aim,  (for  he  must  observe,  that  peisooailf 
he  knew  nothing  about  the  maUer,)  had  wnw 
him  that  the  existence  of  the  manu&cure  n> 
incompatible  with  that  of  the  excise.  Since  tat 
law  passed,  the  jefined.  sugar  lay,  like  a  deti  let- 
ter, on  the  hands  of  the  .manufacturer.  It  bid  bera 
said  that  as  much  refined  su^far  was  now  com>}"|*" 
as  had  ever  been  consumed  in  this  country.  Tui 
he  denied.  He  entreated  gentlemen  to  inquire  a 
their  own  families,  and  they  would  sooa  be 
vinced  that  the  consumption  of  refined  su^  f** 
greatly  reduced.  He  expatiated  on  the  injiuii<^ 
tyranny,  and  absurdity  of  the  system  of  sugv  w 
snuff  excise.  The  system  was  absurd,  beesuw 
object  of  revenue  would  be  destroyed-  It  ■ 
the  highest  degree  unjust  and  tyrannical-  Yon 
lay  an  impost  on  foreign  snuff  and  refined  wfiW' 
gentlemen  of  capital  then  set  up  the  mana&ctaK 
encouraged  by  your  acts.  To  set  up  a  sauff 
ufactory  required  ten  thousand  doU8rs,aod  a  nvpi- 
bakery  required  ten  thousand  pounds.  Wdl,;^* 
have  got  o^anufacturers  engaged.  Their 
is  fixed ;  and  then  you  come  down  upon  thfin  tiu 
an  excise  that  destroys  the  whole.  Mr.  Sun* 
dwelt  upon  this  idea.  He  did  not  speak  U  iv 
v/ay  from  any  view  to  personal  interest 
but  from  a  conrietion  that,  in  a  financial  1# 
such  taxes  never  could  be  of  any  service,  and  irM^ 
be  most  destructive  to  individuals.  He  thM^'" 
sufficient  that  the  Ht^use  had  by  one  act  shut  up 
bis  distillery ;  they  were  now  shutting  up  hissugw* 
bakery.  Some  time  before  he  had  done  sp^ 
ing,  Mr.  W.  Smith  observed,  that  as  it  was  »" 
pKst  tfa«ee,o'olpoki  it  wouW  be  bettei  for  the 
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er  to  defer  the  delivery  of  the  rest  of  his  remarks 
i  Mr.  S.  Smitb,  in  answer,  said. 

that  the  gentleman  had  a  very  happy  faculty  at 

nterrupting  him." 
The  Committee  rose,  the  Chairman  reported 

rogress,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


[H.opa. 


TetiitsDAT,  Jano&rjr  15. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  exportation 
f  a  quantity  of  lead,  in  the  ship  Pigou  to  China, 
ras  read  the  third  time,  and  ordered  to  be  recom- 
iitted  to  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  Mr.  Goodhue,  and 
Ir.  RtJTHERFOHD  with  instructions  to  prepare 
nd  bring  m  a  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act, 
a^d  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  entitled 
An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the  ex- 
ortation  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  encourag- 
ig  the  importation  of  the  «me,"  as  prohibits  the 
xportation  of  lead  from  the  United  States. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An 
ct  in  addition  to  the  act,  entiUed  '  An  act  to  re- 
ulate  the  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officers, 
lusic^os,  and  privates,  of  the  Militia  of  the 
Jmted  States,  when  csOled  into  actual  service, 
nd  for  other  purposes  "  was  read  twice  and  order- 
tt  to  be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
he  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  pf 
he  Message  from  the  Prjbsidbmt  op  tub  United 
[TATEs,  of  the  6th  instant,  as  relates  to  the  letter 
rem  the  Judge  of  the  District  of  Pennsylvania, 
especting  certain  interruptions  in  the  judicial  pro^ 
eedings  of  that  District,  which  lay  on  the  table: 
Vhereupon, 

Resolved,  That  provision  be  made  by  law  for 
evivji^  all  suits  and  processes  which  were  com- 
^eoced  for  the  District  Court  of  Pennsylvania, 
irhich  by  law  ouffht  to  have  been  holden  on  the 
hud  Mondajr  of  November  last,  and  all  suits  and 
Tocesses  which  were  pending  in  the  said  Court, 
nd  discontinued  by  the  failure  to  hold  the  same; 
nd  also,  all  suits  and  processes  which  were  pend- 
ng  m  any  special  Court  of  the  said  district,  the 
djoumment  whereof  had  been  lost  by  the  same ; 
;nd  for  givina  day  to  all  the  suits  and  processes 
iforesaid,  ui  the  District  Court  oext  hy  law  to  be 
loldeo  in  the  same  district* 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bill  or  bills  be  brought 
n  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr. 
JBXTEit,  Mr.  Hartley,  and  Mr,  Habrison,  do 
>repare  and  bring  tn  the  same. 

Mr.  Lee,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  in- 
luire  whether  any,  or  what,  alteraUon  is  necessary 
o  be  made  in  the  laws  respecting  lost  or  destroy- 
!d  certificates,  made  a  report;  which  was  read, 
ud  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe* 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
^in  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  and  report  a  plan  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Public  Debt. 

The  second  resolution  in  the  reptur t  was  under 
wnsideration  of  the  Cowaittee^and  u  as  follows: 


"  Jttsoked,  That  the  several  dauses  of  Hnt'tntimi,  in 
the  acts  for  laying  duties  and  taxes  on  mann&ctOred 
sugar  and  snuff,  on  licenses  for  retailing  wines  and 
■pirituoufl  liquors,  of  sales  at  aaction,  and  on  carriages,  be 
repealed,  that  the  severai  acta  be  continued  in  force  uatB 
the  year  1801,  and  that  the  moneys  aiinng  therefrom 
be  anwrnniated  to  the  discharge  of  that  portion  of  tfa« 
Pimic  Debt  iriiicfa  is  redeemable  fay  law,  subject,  how* 
ero,  to  a  sabstitatira  ot  otim  dntiet  or  taxes  of  eqaal 
Taloe  to  ail  or  any  of  the  said  dnties  and  taxes." 

Mr.  GooDHOE  wbhed  to  know  whether  it  was 
agreeable  to  the  rules  of  the  House,  to  take  a  vote 
on  each  of  the  articles  in  the  resolution  separately. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  that  as  the  second  resolu- 
tion stood,  it  seemed  indivisible.  It  would  he  bet- 
ter to  take  a  rote  against  any  particulars  that  are 
exceptionable/ 

Mr.  Tract  objected  to  the  general  looseness  in 
wording  of  the  resolution.  Mr.  W.  S»(itb  in- 
formedliim,  that  in  a  report,  it  was  usual  to  pay  ' 
less  attention  to  the  style,  but  when  the  bill  itself 
came  to  be  drawn  out,  this  exception  would  be 
removed. 

Mr.  Nicholas  moved  to  strike  out  the  word^ 
"sugar  and,"  from  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Ahes  was  for  continuing  them  in  this  re- 
solution. He  copsidered  Public  Credit  as  inter- 
ested in  the  contmuance  of  these  laieSjfor  assist- 
ing to  clear  off  the  public  burdens.   These  two 

fentlemen  last  up  entered  into  a  kind  of  digressive 
iscussion  respecting  what  burdens  were  to  he 
paid  by  these  taxes,  and  what  not. 

Mr.  Venabm.— Tile  question  before  the  House 
is,  whether  we  should  now  interpose  to  continue  a 
law  after  the  end  of  the  two  years  for  which  It 
was  originally  enacted?  One  would  suppose,  from 
hearing  of  the  debate,  that  the  motion  went  to 
the  repeal  of  a  law,  when  it  is  only  to  say,  that 
after  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  the  law 
has  been  enacted,  it  shall  be  no  longer  continued. 
A  gentleman  has  been  pleased  to  call  the  voting 
for  or  against  this  law  a  teat  of  character.  Sir, 
(said  Mr.  V.)  it  is  a  sham  test.  It  is  not  a  test, 
sir.  The  gentlemen  bring  forward  means  of  dis- 
chardng  the  Public  Debt,  which  we  do  not  like, 
and  then  call  the  voting  for  or  against  them  a  test 
of  character.  The  gentleman  who  said  this,  will 
not  be  aUe  to  prove  that  it  is  a  test  of  character. 
Mr.  y.  saidj  that  the  members  of  his  opinion  were 
ready  to  offer  funds.  The  affair  was  as  well  un- 
derstood without  doon,  as  within  doors.  Is  it 
DOW  necessary  to  continue  these  laws  ?  Is  it  at 
present  requisite  to  prolong  the  term  of  their 
duration? 

Mr.  Tracy.— In  New  York  the  demand  for  re- 
fined sugar  has  been  greater  since  the  tax  was 
laid,  than  it  had  been  before  it ;  unrefined  sugars 
are  cheaper  by  twenty  per  cent,  than  when  the 
tax  was  laid  on.  He  did  not  say  that  the  tax  had 
caused  the  augmentation  of  demand,  but  the  aug- 
mentation had  not  been  prevented  by  the  tax.  He 
said  this  on  the  authority  of  a  most  respectable 
manufacturer  in  that  State,  a  gentleman  as  re- 
spectable as  any  sugar  baker  in  Philadelphia,  and 
this  comparison  placed  the  latter  in  the  most  re- 
spec  table  point  of  view.  In  the  little  State  where 
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Mr.  Tbact  livetL  it  bad  always  been  foond,  that 
shifting  the  kinds  of  taxes  was  hurtful.  Mr.  S. 
Smith  had  said  that  the  consumption  of  re&ned 
sufar  was  dinuoished.  He  beliered  this  assertion 
to  M  groiuuUess.  [Mr.  3.  Smitb  rose  to  explain. 
He  hmd  only  staled  that  such  was  bis  iafwrnaticm 
ffom  the  DMQufaetaren.]  Mr.  Tract  had  uoder- 
Kood  that  the  geademaii  bad  said  so.  He  pro- 
ceeded to  observe,  that  a  great  deal  of  the  valae 
of  B  tax  consisted  in  its  permanency.  Is  it  not  of 
the  utmost  consequence  that  the  public  should 
hare  an  idea  of  its  being  permanent  ?  Mr.  Shite 
had  stated  the  hardship  to  a  man  of  capital,  who 
advanced  ten  thousand  poonds  upon  a  sugar  ba- 
kery. Thb  seemed  to  be  a  good  argument,  as 
being  drawn  from  experience,  but  then  other  ex- 
perience had  been  brought  against  it.  The  argu- 
ment went  to  the  op[>osition  of  all  taxes,  for  a 
farmer  might  come  from  Europe,  because  his  land 
had  been  taxed  there.  When  he  came  here,  he 
should  perhaps  find  that  one  had  been  imposed  in 
this  coantry.  He  would  then  complain,  perhaps, 
that  a  tax  had  been  imposed,  after  he  expend- 
ed bis  capital. 

Mr.  Madibok  said,  that  the  argument  in  foror 
of  "permanracy,"  advanced  by  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut,  had  force  as  well  as  praosibility. 
But  his  reasoning  would  operate  against  all  ex- 
perimental taxation  whatever.  It  had  been  said 
that  voting  for  or  a^inst  the  snuff  and  sugar  ex- 
cise, would  be  a  criterion  of  the  disposition  to  pay 
off  the  Public  Debt.  That  criterion  will  not  be 
assumed  by  those  who  art  to  judge  the  point. 
The  whole  dispute  is  about  a  branch  of  the  reve- 
nue, said  to  be  worth  eighty  or  ninety  thousand 
dollars  per  annum,  an  object  not  of  very  much 
importance.  The  select  committee,  however,  had 
doubted  extremely  whether  the  revenue  would  be 
efficient  at  all.  He  b^;ged  that  it  might  be  un- 
derstood that  the  question  is  not,  shall  the  tax  be 
now  repealed,  but  only  is  it  pro^r  that  it  should 
be  contmued  beyond  the  time  originally  intended, 
before  it  has  been  tried  t  In  answer  to  what  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  had  said  of  "per- 
manency," he  thought  it  would  argue  g^reater 
stability  for  the  Gkivemment  not  to  prolong  the  tax 
any  further,  till  the  end  of  the  period  at  first  stipu- 
lated. Experience  would,  by  that  time,  have 
assisted  in  forming  a  final  opinion  on  the  sutyect. 

Mr.  Goodhue  said,  that  a  gentleman  in  New 
England,  a  sugar  baker,  and  a  particular  friend  of 
his.  assured  Him  that  he  looked  upon  the  tax 
mtner  as  a  benefit  than  otherwise,  for  it  secured  a 
monopoly  to  the  manufacturers,  which  was  a 
neater  advantage  than  the  excise  was  a  burden. 
The  mmi  bakers  at  Boston  were  of  this  oi»nion. 
He  did  firmly  believe  that  the  eonsampt^  would 
not  be  lessened  by  more  than  one  hundredth  part 
hf  this  tax.  Ricb  people  only  made  use  of  this 
kmd  of  sugar,  and  would  any  member  say  that 
they  would  want  it,  for  such  a  trifle  7  He  chal- 
leoged  any  member  to  show  that  the  coosumptioo 
had  been  lessened  by  the  tax.  He  was  amazed 
that  gentlemen  should  make  such  a  bugbear  of 
two  cents  per  pound.  If  Mr.  Q.  believed  that  the 
mattw  would  end  in  the  ruin  of  the  sugar  baking 
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business,  he  would  be  the  last  man  to  vote  k 
continuing  it.  Bat  he  could  not  imagioe  tbatib 
would  be  the  case.  Mr.  S.  Smith  had  said,  tk 
distilleries  in  Maryland  were  stopped,  bat  ht  U 
not  told  the  reason.  Molasses  coiud  not  be  fot  ■ 
formerly,  by  the  mBntifkcturersf>f  Marybuuffna 
the  French  West  Indies,  and  so  the  disttltoin 
could  not  go  on  for  that  reason.  He  did  not.  kot- 
ever,  mean  to  affirm  that  the  excise  might  M 
also  have  tended  to  hurt  them. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  said,  that  by  attending  to  the » 
guments  only,  the  question  before  the  Commitw 
would  certainly  be  mimnderstood.  The  ^tl^ 
man  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Ames]  bends  tk 
force  of  his  argument  against  a  repeal  of  ibea- 
cise  on  loaf  sugar  and  snuff.  The  gentleman  fnn 
Connecticut  [Mr.  Tract]  at^es  as  if  we  wm' 
about  originating  a  revenue  law,  though  neitkr 
the  one  nor  the  other  is  the  case.  The  lawm 
enacted  late  in  the  last  session,  and  did  not  ecw 
into  operation  tilllast  Pall.  A  committee  of  im 
members  have  been  appointed  to  examine  i& 
opention.  The  result  or  that  inquiry  is,  that  ik 
manufacturers  have  stated  great  inemvenitKB 
and  loss,  and  that  no  information  could  be  (Auit- 
ed  of  its  having  been  productive,  or  even  [Mtfr 
cable.  The  committee,  convinced  that  mneha 
the  hardship  and  loss  to  the  manufacturen  mif^' 
have  arisen  from  incidental  causes  whiekven 
perhaps  temporary,  and  that  this  law  had  ootbea 
long  enough  in  operation  to  enable  the  Treaan 
Department  to  report'on  the  productiveness  of 
these  duties,  reported  that  the  limitation  dnwU  I 
not  now  be  prolonged,  but  did  not  think  it  oagb ' 
to  be  repealed  till  more  competent  knowledgevv 
derived  from  experience.  AgreeaUy  to  the  teiw'. 
of  that  committee,  the  meml>ers  opposed  to  » 
report  before  the  present  committee  have  argw 
that  thejr  did  not  argue  for  a  repeal  because 
information  was  im^rfect,  or  chiefly  on  («et>^ 
The  present  limitation  continues  the  reveoiw  aim 
than  two  years  from  this  time,  for  it  is  to  eontiiv 
for  two  years  and  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  a 
Congress.  Before  it  expires,  we  shall  have 
plete  information  of  its  productiveness  and  otilitT 
Even  ajjainst  next  session,  the  Treasury  Depu!' 
meat  will  be  able  to  give  information  (rom  off^ 
ence.  He  said  that  the  gentleman  fromMi^' 
chusetts  [Mr.  Ames]  has  with  great  coofidence 
stated  the  decision  of  this  question,  as  a  test  of  v 
disposition  of  members  to  discharge  the  Pn»' 
Debt.  He  did  not  know  that  that  gentleman  m 
any  greater  authority  to  decide  on  tests  than  Hio- 
self;  and  if  he  had.  he  thought  his  test  was  iU 
chosen.  To  what  did  it  amount?  The  ret** 
in  question  was  estimated  at  ninety  thoosaodtt*- 
lars,  but  there  was  no  proof  that  this  esti^ 
would  be  realized,  but  la&er  the  reverse,  i  * 
admitting  the  revenue  to  be  equal  to  the  esiia^ 
he  thou|^t  it  gave  but  a  very  questionable  <^ 
the  genueman  himself,  being  zealous  for  a 
discharge  of  the  Debt.  Extending  the  limmwj 
five  years  longer  on  a  revenue  of  wnety  tBoo^j 
dollars,  wouldmake  but  a  very  small  redoctwa  « 
the  Debt.  If  the  gentleman  vrould  be 
present  to  appropriate  the  sum  |ffopo6cd  to 
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the  discing  of  the  Debt  with,  the  time  would 
soon  arrire  when,  haring  grefeter  experience  of 
the  reveam  in  queationramore  rabstantul  test,  he 
hopCNl,  would  be  offered.  He  thought  it  was  too 
late  in  the  session  to  propose  newrevcaues  now. 
If,  when  a  sufficient  exi>erinieDt  was  made,  it  ap- 
preared  that  the  excises  in  question  were  produc- 
tive and  convenient,  much  more  of  the  same  kind 
may  be  had.  Many  other  manufhctarers  in  this 
country  enjoy  the  benefits  of  monopdy  created 
by  the  protecting  duties;  and  if  it  was  judged 
proper  to  raise  all  our  internal  revenues  by  excises 
on  manufactures,  justice  requires  that  these  ex- 
cises should  be  more  general,  and  policy  requires 
that  the  Debt  should  tie  speedily  discharged.  Our 
commerce,  agriculture,  and  manufactures,  are  now 
prosperous ;  but.  as  this  prosperous  state  cannot  be 
rnaured,  we  ou^ht,  in  the  day  of  prosperity,  to  pre- 
pare for  adversity.  But,  supposing  the  system  of 
excising  maniifactures  to  be  relinquished,  or  not 
to  be  extended,  abundant  and  more  proanctiTe 
sources  remain  to  be  o^ned. 

Here  Mr.  Auia  inquired  of  Mr.  PiifOLBT  what 
taxes  he  had  in  view? 

Mr.  FmoLET  answered,  that  he  had  alluded  to 
taxes  of  several  kinds ;  that  at  a  proper  time  he 
would  determine.  He  supposed  that  no  member 
doubted  of  the  resources  of  the  United  States  be- 
ing equal  to  the  dischai^  of  the  Debt  more  rapidly 
than  IS  now  proposed.  However,  he  said,  that,  for  : 
the  satisfaction  of  the  gentleman,  he  hoped  tKat, 
at  a  proper  time,  thejr  would  both  be  put  to  the 
test,  upon  a  question  for  a  general  and  efficient 
direct  tax.  This  he  expected  they  would  feel  sen- 
sibly. It  would  not  be  rolling  the  burden  off 
their  own  shoulders,  and  it  would  more  rapidly 
dischaj^e  the  Debt.  In  the  mean  time,  he  did 
not  contend  to  take  any  thing  from,  nor  did  the 
gentleman  attempt  to  add  to  it.  He  only  con- 
tended to  make  the  limitation  a  means  of  decep- 
tion, by  which  their  constitnems  bad  been  tantaliz- 
ed. Mr.  F.  was  exceedingly  surprised  to  observe 
gentlemen  who  had  always  found  fault  with 
members  for  discovering  a  Constitutional  j[ealousy 
against  transfers  of  power  from  the  Legtslatnre, 
discover  themselves,  on  the  present  occasion,  so 
extremely  jealous  of  the  next  Congress  with  re- 
spect to  the  discharge  of  the  Pubfic  Debt.  He 
asked  if  the  gentleman  thought  that  this  House 
possessed  a  monopdv  of  all  the  virtue  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  the  next  House  would 
have  no  share  of  it?  He  hoped  that  this  House 
would  not  unnecessarily  put  the  Constitutional 
power  of  originating  revenue  laws,  or  of  changing 
appropriation^  out  of  the  power  of  their  suc- 
cessors. 

Mr.  McDowell  found  himself  called  upon  to 
deliver  his  sentiments  on  the  resdntion  before  the 
Committee,  to  appropriate  certain  duties  to  the 
redacti(Hi  of  the  interest  of  the  Public  Debt.  He 
had  sbeadv  taken  the  liberty  of  remarking,  on  that 
floor,  that  he  regarded  the  Public  Debt  as  a  public 
evil.  He  did  not  think  the  resolution  before  the 
House  any  proper  test  of  character,  but  rather  as 
teadii^  to  perpetuate  the  parties  amongst  as.  At 
first,  tbe  tax  in  question  had  only  bees  impow4 
3d  Gov.— 36 
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by  way  of  experiment,  and  for  temporary  purposes^ 
Before  the  operation  or  productiveness  can  be 
known,  there  is  a  proposal  to  make  it  perpetual/ 
This  appeared  to  Mr.  McD.  to  be  impolitic  and 
absurd.  He  observed  that  the  aivuraents  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Ames]  went 
entirely  against  a  repeal  of  the  law.  They  did 
not,  therefore,  apply  to  the  motion  of  amendment, 
which  went  only  to  prevent  prolonging  the  law, 
for  a  repeal  of  it  was  not  before  the  House.  He 
wished  gentlemen  to  come  forward  with  some  re- 
solntions  not  only  for  making  payment  of  the  in- 
terest of  the  Debt,  but  also  for  payment  of  the 
principal,  as  speedil;^  as  the  ability  of  the  United 
States  would  permit.  He  was  willing,  for  his 
own  part,  to  effect  so  desirable  an  object  by  adopt- 
ing a  direct  tax,  that  would  operate  equally  on 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  which  will 
reach  all  property  that  is  protected  by  Glovem- 
ment  This  is  certainly  just,  since  every  person 
in  the  United  States,  except  such  as  are  concern- 
ed in  the  fandsjis  interested  in  the  discharge  ot  it. 
As  far  as  Mr.  McD.  could  learn,  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  were  willing  to  make  the  utmost 
exertions  for  effecting  so  desiraUe  a  purpose.  Mr. 
MoD.  dissented  entirely  from  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  W.  Smith,]  who  calculates 
on  reducing  the  Debt  in  thirty  years,  which  ap- 

Kars  to  him  a  reasonable  time.  Mr.  MuD.  should 
very  sorry  to  think  that  it  would  not  be  paid 
in  half  the  time.  It  had  been  said  that  thosewho 
were  for  the  present  motion,  should  bring  fopward 
something  else  instead  of  the  duty  on  refined  su- 
gar. He  would  gratify  the  gentleman  who  made 
this  demand;  for,  if  the  ameudmentwent  throu^ 
he  should  move  a  resolution.  He  proceeded  to 
notice,  that  in  the  present  in&nt  state  trf  the  Go- 
vernment, it  would  be  extremely  improper  to  make 
taxes  permanent,  beftnre  fktr  experiment  had  hem 
nuule  f>f  th«r  effieieney.  Mr.  McD.  had  hoped 
that  the  United  States  would  be  instructed  by  the 
experience  of  other  nations.  He  flattered  himself  . 
that  they  would  have  avoided  such  lawsand  prin-* 
ciples.  as  had  in  their  nature  proved  iniurious  to 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  mankind.  But,  to  his 
surprise,  when  he  turned  to  the  history  of  the 
British  nation,  and  compared  it  with  that  of  the 
United  States,  he  saw  that  the  Public  Debt  and 
excises  of  the  former  seemed  to  bear  much  re- 
semblance to  those  of  the  latter,  and  we  are  pur- 
suing the  like  wrong  measures  as  they  have  done. 

Mr.  HiLLBODBB  readily  admitted  that  all  taxes 
were  at  first,  in  some  degree,  experimentaL  He 
had  yesterday  heard  something  from  Mr.  8.  8m rre, 
which  hart  him  exceedingly.  That  gentlenuui 
had  asserted  that  in  drawing  up  the  report  from 
the  select  committee  there  had  teen  a  "take  in." 
Now,  he  denied  that  there  had  been  a  "take  in." 
The  report  was  fairly  drawn,  agreeably  to  the 
sense  of  the  majority  of  that  oommUtee.  It  had 
been  said,  that  the  report  was  a  kind  of  compro- 
mise between  the  gentlemen  in  the  committee, 
wiio  were  of  opposite  opinions.  There  could  be 
no  such  thing  as  a  compromise  with  the  members 
who  exposed  these  taxes.  The  oj^ffsitim  had 
been  fran  the  b^onkig  too  Tiol»t  to  admit  d 
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'UHT  compromise.  In  last  seasioD,  when  the 
bill  for  toese  new  taxes  was  first  brought  in,  there 
bad  been  a  rery  peculiar  rote  upon  it.  It  was  at 
first  proposed  to  refuse  the  bill  a  second  reading. 
The  same  gentlemen  had  uniformly  voted  against 
it  altogether,  even  after  it  bad  receired  amend- 
ments suggested  by  tbemaelres.  What  was  to  be 
expected  iTrom  sueh  a  committee  as  that?  He 
'Wondered  only  that  they  did  not  advise  a  total  re- 
'peal  of  the  bill.  The  same  gentlemen  who  bad 
objected  to  it  in  the  select  committee,  were  in  the 
number  of  those  who  had  voted  agamst  the  bill 
in  all  its  shapes.  This  was  not  a  random  asser- 
tion, for  Mr.  H.  had  examined  the  Journals,  and 
'  now  produced  them  to  prove  what  he  said.  With 
.  gcBtiemen  so  determined,  it  was  impossible  to  ex- 
pect any  compromise.  As  to  the  sugar  duty  be- 
fore the  Committee,  he  thought  that  the  mer- 
chants had  much  greater  reason  u>  complain  of 
the  two  and-an-half  per  cent  of  additional  im- 
post, than  the  sugar  bakers  of  the  two  cents  per 
pound  on  their  manufacture.  Thatanybodyshould 
una^e  (said  Mr.  H.)  that  two  cents  per  pound 
<tf  advance  would  reduce  the  consumption  of  re- 
fined sugar  is  astonishing  to  me  I  Have  we  aot  seen 
refined  sugar  at  sizieeB,  eighteen,  and  twenty-two 

Eince  per  pound,  and  did  any  bo^  ever  use  the 
EB  of  It  when  it  rose  in  price  1  The  fact  is,  that 
they  never  thought  about  the  price  of  it  at  all, 
but  purchased  exactly  what  they  wanted.  Mr. 
H.  considered  that  all  tbathad  been  said  against  the 
tax,  as  the  most  groundless  clamor  that  could  be 
conceived.  He  hoped  that  the  House  would  take 
these  taxes,  and  aj^ropriate  them  as  proposed  in 
the  report,  and  tbiu  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  any 
iutore  Cimgress  to  repeal,  them,  till  they  had  put 
others  in  their  place,  unless  sucn  future  Coogiess 
ahonld  make  a  breach  of  public  laith,  which  Mr. 
H.  did  not  ace  any  reason  to  look  for.  It  seems, 
that  whfm  onee  a  tax  has  been  appropriated  by 
the  Legialatare  to  the  discharge  of  any  public 
burden,  this  tax  cannot  be  taken  oS,  even  by  the 
Legidatnre  itself,  widuwt  placina  another  to  sop- 
ply  its  room.  Mr.  H.  was,  therefore,  totally 
against  the  amendmrat. 

Mr.  B.  Smith  did  not  know  whether  he  would 
be  in  order,  (of  which  he  would  be  glad  to  be  in- 
formed from  the  Chair,}  but  if  it  was  regular  he 
should  like  to  move  the  striking  out  of  the  whole 
resolntion  at  once.  {^Mi.  Nicbolao  immediately 
tose  and  withdrew  his  motion  to  make  room  for 
AiB  new  one.]  Mr.  S^mith  then  proceeded  to 
>nake  bis  amendmeut-  He  took  the  face  of  the 
law  as  it  stood,  and  every  body  sees  from  the  face 
of  it,  that  it  IB  but  an  experimental  law.  Why, 
then,  wish  to  eontinae  it  before  the  experiment 
has  been  made,  or  when  the  little  experience  which 
■has  been  had  is  directly  against  its  continuation  ? 
A  gentleman  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Tbacv]  had 
MM,  that  when  a  tax  was  known  to  be  permanent 
naav&etuters  would  make  a  more  permanent  ar- 
faageneBt  fursappoTtingihepaymentof  it.  The 
ugunent  was  strong,  but  unfortunately  it  proved 
too  much,  for  it  went  alike  against  the  repeal  of 
«Tcry  tax;  since  it  was  only  to  say,  the  manufac- ; 
tueiB  wonUl  make  a  permanent  ormi^remeat 
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The  same  geutleman  [Mr.  Tract]  allms  tbi 
nobody  ctHuuains  against  the  dutv  oa  reuedii- 
gar,  except  the  sngarhokers  <tf  Philadelphia  He 
gentleman  is  wrong.  The  nuHifiwtnrm  it  M 
timnre  wanted  to  complain  to  Congress  bstsoMi. 
but  Mr.  Smith  had  hindered  them  from  doing  a. 
by  representing  to  them  that  the  law  vu 
temporary;  but  the  present  proposal  wkicii,ii 
fact,  amounted  to  making  the  law  perpetual,  qutt 
altered  the  case.  As  to  uie  sugar-baker  fromncr 
York,  whose  informati<m  had  been  advaocnl 
Mr.  Tkacy,  I  breakfasted  with  that  gentkau 
this  morning,  said  Mr.  S.  He  had  beat  tsoM 
to  support  the  excise,  by  an  accidentally  ckaf 
purchase  of  raw  sugar,  and  by  a  new  manti  m 
the  commodity  that  hM  been  found  at  Haiatog 
But  these  advantages  were  temporary,  and.  in  fa 
time,  the  sugar-bakers  of  New  York  woolabeR- 
duced  to  a  level  with  those  of  Fhiladelpbia  ni 
Baltimore.  In  the  last  of  these  places,  the  mm 
facturers  had  this  year  sold  their  refined  9ii|tfi' 
exactly  the  same  price  as  they  sold  it  last  jm,» 
that  the  two  cents  <tf  excise  were  entirdy  aula 
their  profits.  It  had  been  hinted  that  mis^ 
mrers  should  ke«»  their  stocks  upon  hand,  till  dK 
market  rose,  but  the  sugar-bakers  at  Baltimore  hi 
not  strength  of  coital  to  go  ou  without  seUing  *t 
He  again  adverted  to  the  injustice  of  the  jtxtA 
ings  of  the  Legisbiture.  In  the  first  piace,  htgc 
protecting  duties  luid  been  imposed  on  the  ioipn^- 
tiou  of  refined  stutar.  In  the  coofideoee  of  tb 
protection,  men  of  capital  embarked  in  the  oaio- 
taoture,  which  they  never  would  have  done 
under  the  faith  of  this  protection.  As  sood,  iaj- 
ever,  as  you  have  them  fairly  engaged  in  ^^f^; 
you  impose  an  excise  duty,  which,  in  reality,  dif- 
fers noLhing  from  a  repeal  of  the  protaetiDf  do^ 
Thus  is  the  protection  withdrawn,  and  thv  vyK 
public  faith  broken.  As  an  apology  for  ikitUM 
(^treatment,youstigmatiEe  than  with 'the  HMct 

mMunoU^,  a  name  odious  through  the  wmk 
world.  But  the  cause  which  Mr.  S.  v» Jlf' 
pleading,  did  not  concern  the  sugar-bakers  ou^ 
because,  by  the  same  reasoning,  sudlersaad  shw- 
makers,  and  every  other  sort  of  manufiutonn 
may  expect,  in  their  turn,  to  be  excised.  Mr-^ 
had  no  doubt  but  we  should  soon  have  as  ow' 
upon  nails.  The  tax  upm  the  importatioDof''^ 
article  bad  called  forth  the  genius  of  the  peope  <■ 
America ;  and,  by  means  of  a  machine,  *«  ^ 
in  this  ooantry,  make  nails  cheaper,  frsW-  *| 
better,  than  any  other  nation  can  make  thon-^ 
natural  progress  of  things,  will  be  to  tell  the  Av^ 
rican  naibrs  that  they  also  are  monofM^iit'i*'*^ 
universally  detested,  and  th^  you  so<n  toensK 
the  genius  that  yon  have  excited.  The  geat^ 
from  Conneotkot  hadsoj^KMedtbecaseoTa^ 
er  coming  from  a  foreign  country  to  A*"^*^^ 
that,  after  he  had  laid  out  his  money  on  land, 
should  be  imposed  a  land  tax.  But.Mr.^ii'u*' 
ed,  that  the  comparison  was  not  fair. 
meat  had  never  pledged  itself  to  such  a  lo"^ 
no  land  tax  would  ever  be  imposed.  The  su^* 
was  open,  entire  and  untouched ;  and  the  nn*^' 
like  other  people,  must  take  his  cbaoceoffuil'^' 
But  the  cifcnmstance,  of  which  Mr.  S.oMBpwX"i 
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W9S  this:  It  had  beea  understood  in  America, 
:hat  a  sugar-bakery  could  not  be  sup^rted,  but  by 
urotecttng  duties  against  the  importation  of  foreign 
refined  sugar.  Accordingly,  such  protecting  ou- 
:ies  had  been  imposed,  and  now,  though  they  were 
lot  nominally  repealed,  the  House  were,  in  sub- 
itance,  doing  exactly  the  same  thing,  they  were 
aying  on  an  excise  that  shut  up  the  business  alto- 
jether. 

Mr.  S.  next  proceeded  toapologizefor  the  warmth 
>f  some  of  his  expressions  yesterday.  He  certainly 
jitended  no  disrespect  to  the  select  committee. 
Se  had  not  wished  to  insinuate  that  they  prae- 
;ised  an  intentional  deceptioQ  on  the  House,  in 
jraming  the  report.  He  was  sorry  that  anything 
which  he  had  said  could  admit  of  being  con- 
(trued  into  a  reflection.  When  he  spoke  of  the 
srinted  estimates  given  in  to  the  House,  he  had 
L&  little  design  to  cast  a  censure  upon  the  account- 
LDjj  id&Gera.  He  was  of  opinion  that  few  coun- 
tries were  ever  blessed  with  such  officers.  He 
'elt  the  deepest  regret  that  the  Head  of  that 
Department,  (Mr.  Hamilton,  present  Secretary  of 
Jic  Treasury)  was  about  to  quit  his  situation.  It 
would  be  loiLg,  he  feared,  before  America  could 
put  another  officer  in  his  place  equally  fit  for  it. 
He  then  proceeded  to  review  what  he  had  said 
yesterday,  on  the  subject  of  public  accounts.  He 
•aid  that,  when  a  person  spoke  upon  figures,  those 
who  heard  him  were  sometimes  apt  to  think  that 
be  was  in  the  wrong  when  he  was  in  the  right. 
He  was  of^en  apt  to  oe  misunderstood,  and  some- 
times, no  doubt,  was  himself  luiatakcu.  Mr.  S. 
said,  that,  yesterday,  by  an  accident,  of  which  he 
lid  not  wish  to  mention  the  particulars,  and  for 
which  he  was  not  in  fault,  five  hundred  thousand 
loilacs  had  been  inserted  among  his  figures  more 
than  he  knew  of.  He  then  went  into  a  detail  on 
Lhe  same  subject  as  yesterday.  He  said  that  he 
itill  hoped  to  convince  the  House,  that  there  would 
be  plenty  of  money  to  pay  the  wh'jle  aums  pro- 
posed, besides  a  large  surplus,  after  striking  out 
the  second  resolution.  He  then  proceeded  to 
m  arithmetical  discussion.  [He  was  iifterrupted 
ance  or  twice  as  being  erroneous,  by  Mr.  Hill- 
aoDSE.]  He  remarked,  that  the  subject  was  en- 
tirely new  to  him.  He  had  never  thought  upon 
the  estimate  till  yesterday,  and  he  knew  himself 
to  be  as  liable  to  mistakes  as  any  other  man.  He 
was  perfectly  open  -to  correction  and  conviction ; 
uid  as  ready  to  be  convinced  as  any  gentleman  on 
the  other  side  of  the  question. 

When  Mr.  S.  sat  down,  Mr.  Dbxtbk  rose,  and 
made  a  variety  of  observations. 

Mr.  SEnowicK,also,  and  Mr.  Nicholas,  entered 
into  a  dispute  concerning  some  of  the  calculations 
of  Mr.  S.  Smith. 

Mr.  Paoe  said,  that  he  wished  the  motion  had 
been  to  strike  out  the  whole  resolution,  and  that 
members  who  had  spoken  hadbe^n  contented  with 
showing,  whilst  they  were  ujp,  why  they  could  not 
agree  to  such  a  motion,  and  why  they  preferred 
the  resolution  to  any  other  whicn  could  occur  to 
themi  and  that,  had  such  a  luotioa  been  rejected, 
:hcn  such  amendments  had  been  prososed  attd 
BODsidcrcd  as  might  occur  to  liiosn  who  disapprove 
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of  the  original  resolution;  for  then  the  resc^utiou 
would  have  been  open  to  a  full  and  free  examine 
tion  ih  the  first  instance,  and  every  amendment 
considered  in  its  turn ;  but,  as  the  debate  has  been 
conducted,  the  attention  of  members  has  been  dis> 
tracted,  and  called  to  such  a  variety  of  subjects 
that  the  debate  has  been  confused  and  too  much 
lengthened;  and  the  amendment  .now  proposed 
must  confine  members  who  regard  order,  from 
stating  their  opinions  as  fully  as  those  who  have 
spoken  on  the  several  preceding  questions,  and 
have  not  confined  themselves  to  order.  I  shall,  how- 
ever.confine  myself  to  the  consideration  of  theques* 
tion  immediately  before  us,  whichis,  in  fMt,  whether 
manufactured  sugar  shall  be  excised  till  the  year 
1801,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund  to  pay  off 
that  part  of  the  Debt  of  the  United  States,  which 
pays  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  instead  of  beii^ 
excised  only  till  the  end  of  the  session  of  179^ 
and  applied  to  certain  temporary  purposes.  As  I 
voted  against  the  excise  on  sugar  m  the  last  session, 
when  it  was  stated  as  absolutely  necessary  on 
account  of  a  pressing  emergency,  an  expected 
war,  and  a  consequent  defalcation  of  tne  revenue 
which  had  been  drawn  irom  impost  and  tonnage ; 
and  then  stated  my  objections  as  founded  on  Uie 
impropriety  of  taxiDg  an  infant  valuable  branch 
of  manufacture,  not  only  as  impolitic,  but  as  par- 
tial and  inconsistent  witn  the  practice  of  Congress, 
which  had  been  to  encourage  every  branch  of  the 
manufactures  of  tlie  Unitra  States;  and  even  if 
there  had  not  been  this  impropriety  in  the  measiue 
then,  I  thought  it  imnecessary,  because  I  saw  no 
danger  of  being  involved  in  a  war :  and  if  there 
had  been  such  dunger,  I  looked  to  less  exceptionr 
able  objects  of  taxaticm ; — I  cannot  but  rote  now 
against  an  al»oIutelv  unnecessary  continuance  of 
that  excise.  I  am  every  day  eonnrmed  in  my  o|U- 
nion,  that  it  is  impolitic,  unjust,  and  contrary  to 
Republican  principles,  to  select  particular  objects 
for  taxation,  as  it  must  beget  discontent,  and  may 
be  abused  to  the  ruin  of  individuals,  who  may  be 
selected  as  persons  on  whom  a  burden  of  taxes 
.shall  fall;  it  is  a  temptation  to  a  Legislature  to 
an  act  of  oi^ressi'on  -,  oecause,  as  in  tlie  case  be- 
fore us,  the  persons  injured  are  but  few,  and  there- 
fore their  complaints  will  be  disregarded;  and  it 
tray  happen  that  some  persons  may  not  be  af- 
fected by  the  duty  on  excise  as  others  are,  for  per* 
sons  with  lai|;e  capitals  may  be  benefited,  wfitlrt 
the  poorer  manuMcturera  may  be  forced  to  aban- 
don the  nunu&cture.  The  taxes  of  a  Republic 
ought  to  bear  equally  on  all  its  members;  that  iSf 
in  exact  proportion  to  their  property.  I  am  re- 
strained by  the  (|ue9tion  at  present  trom  saying 
anythiiuf  respecting  the  excise  on  snufi^  and  the 
tax  on  Ucenses  for  retailing  wines  and  spiritnoas 
liquors,  on  sales  at  auction,  and  on  carriages,  and 
therefore  will  only  remark,  that  the  duties  and 
taxes  enumerated  in  the  resolution  before  us,  are 
att  highly  exceptionable;  and,  therefore,  no  at- 
tempt ought  now  to  be  made  to  continue  them 
beyond  the  time  to  which  they  were  limited;  to 
.strike  out  the  whole  resolution  will  be  to  continue 
them  according  to  their  appropriaUm ;  to  agree 
to  the  resolution  will  be  an  alteration  of  onr  ap- 
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propriatioD,  and  to  apply  an  uncertain  fund  which 
■was  relied  on  in  an  emergency  for  temporary  pur- 
poses, to  an  important  permanent  purpose,  which 
must  require  the  best  known  and  most  productive 
funds.  I  shall,  therefore,  vote  for  striking  out  the 
word  "sugar,"  and,  indeed,  the  whole  resolution. 

By  this  time  it  had  been  repeatedly  moved  that 
the  Committee  should  rise,  and  the  Chairman  re- 
port progress,  which  was  accordia^y  done,  and 
the  House  immediately  adjourned. 


Fbidav,  January  16. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  regulate 
the  pay  gf  the  non-commissioned  officers,  musi- 
cians, and  privates,  of  the  Militia  of  the  United 
States,  when  called  into  actual  service,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  to Mr.KiTTGRA,Mr.HEATB, 
and  Mr.  Irvine. 

A  petition  of  William  Martin,  of  North  Yar- 
moutD,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  praying  relief  in  the 
case  of  the  scHooner  Fox,  the  property  of  an  in- 
habitant of  Nova  Scotia,  concerned  in  trade  with 
the  petitioner,  which  was  seized  by  the  Collector 
for  tne  district  of  Portland,  in  the  said  State,  as  a 
foreign  bottom,  under  thirty  tons  burden,  import- 
ing articles  from  a  foreign  port,  subject  to  the  pay- 
ment of  impost  duties,  contrary  to  the  revenue 
laws  of  the  United  States.  Also,  a  petition  of  John 
Montgomery  and  Thomas  Smith,  executors  of  the 
late  Brigadier  General  Butler,  deceased,  who  was 
killed  in  an  engagement  with  the  Indians,  in  No- 
vember, 1791,  praying  that  the  allowance  granted 
to  the  widows  and  orphan  children  of  officers  who 
were  killed  or  died  in  the  service  of  the  United 
State?,  during  the  late  war,  may  be  extended  to 
the  widow  and  orphans  of  the  deceased. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to- 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Bptphras  Jones  and  others;  and,  aflter  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported 
ute  bin  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  SAHt^GL  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented,  a  bill  for  the  remission  of  the 
tonnage  dnties  on  certain  French  vessels ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

On  motion. 

Resohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  requested  to  furnish  this  House  with  a  state- 
meot  of  the  amount  of  goods  on  which  a  duty  of 
seven-and-a-half  per  cent,  was  paid,  from  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-three,  to  the  first^ay  of  July,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-four ;  the  amount 
on  wbieh  ten  per  cent,  was  paid,  for  that  period  j 
and  the  nett  amountof  duty  on  coal,  and  on  coffee 
and  eoeoa,  for  the  same  time. 

Mr.  KiTTBBA,  from  die  committee  to  whom  was 
eoramitted  the  bill,  sent  frcna  the  Senate,  oititled 


"  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  entitled '  An  selto 
regulate  the  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officerv 
musicians,  and  privates,  of  the  Militia  of  AeUnii- 
ed  States,  when  called  into  actual  service,  aad  for 
other  purposes."  reported  that  the  committee  lal 
had  the  said  bill  under  consideraUm,  and  nuidt 
no  amendment  thereto. 

On  the  question  that  the  said  bill  do  piss.itats 
resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Spbakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  Lette 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  stating  "ito, 
pursuant  to  the  second  section  of  the  act  establiri^ 
mg  the  Treasury  Department,  which  eipredf 
makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tr* 
sury  to  digest  and  prepare  plans  for  the  improre 
ment  and  management  of  the  revenae,  and  forlM 
support  of  pubhc  credit^  he  has  digested  and  ]»«■ 
pared  a  plan,  on  the  basis  of  the  actual  reTcnoft 
for  the  further  support  of  public  credit,  which  » 
ready  for  commumcation  to  the  House  of  BeI■^ 
sentatives." 

The  said  Letter  was  read.  Whereupon. 

Besolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Tnasmy 
be  informed  that  this  House  is  ready  to  reeem 
the  communication  therein  referred  to. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Cco- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  im 
committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  t  pan 
for  the  redaction  of  the  Public  Debt. 

Mr.  FiTZSiMONa  entered  into  a  series  of 
lations,  and  endeavored  to  show  that  Mr.  S.  Sum 
had  not  fully  digested  his  observations  madeFW- 
terday,  on  the  subject  of  American  finance.  1" 
also  stated  his  reasons  for  preferring  the  p«w' 
system  of  revehue  to  a  direct  tax.  A  pcrswtoui 
with  much  more  ease  pay  two  cents  perpoaada 
his  refined  sugar  imperceptibly,  as  he  mwe 
it,  than  the  whole  sum  of  that  and  other  tu»« 
the  same  kind  together,  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Ames.— It  would  seem  to  be  a  trite,  coa- 
mon-plaee  inquiry  to  ask  whether  CongrwsB* 
cerely  and  earnestly  engaged  in  the  work  of  «• 
dncingthe  Public  Debt?  Most  persons prwej 
would  consider  the  question  as  the  insinoaUM  « 
a  doubt  equally  illiberal  and  unwarranted.  8"^? 
one  would  say,  this  article  makes  a  part  «  ""T 
private  creed,  and  of  my  public  duty.  Yet,  mm 
speculative  opinions  and  empty  wishes  fiH™ 
object  will  leave  it  unaccomplished.  Th^ 
to  every  great  public  good  is  obstructed  with 
obstacles,  and,  to  surmount  them,  deman^'f^ 
vigor  of  exertion,  some  firmness  of  self-dW'- 
The  Debt,  we  are  told,  is  unpopular,  and  ^'U'^'j 
try  would  differ  from  every  other  in  the  ww^" 
the  imposition  of  taxes  is  not  sO  too.  Yet  wi* 
out  efficient  revenues,  every  one  will  ^  ^Iz. 
Oovemment  cannot  reduce  theDebtaiw,"^ 
fore,  we  have  only  to  choose  'between  evii^  «  "j 
ther  between  the  great  evil  of  an  oodiminw" 
Pobltc  Debt  and  the  inconvenience  O' 
mors  which  taxes  never  fail  to  raise,  though.  »r 
pily,  no  country,  I  believe,  acquiesces  more  entr^ 
fulW  in  the  revenue  laws  than  our  own. 

Gentlemen  ought  not  to  be  surprised  or  ofl«^ 
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ed,  if  we  think  it  at  least  possible  that  the  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  a  powerful  operation  on  the 
Debt,  may  prove  iasur  moon  table.  It  is  easy  and 
natural  to  multiply  doubts  as  to  the  plan  of  the 
reduction,  as  well  as  to  inspire  repi^nance  and 
apprehension  of  the  taxes  and  other  means  ofgir- 
ing  it  effect.  A  plan  for  reducing  the  Public  Debt 
certainly  means  a  great  deal  more  than  payiog  off 
4^500,000,  the  redeemable  part  of  the  six  per  cent, 
stock,  for  once 'only,  and  then  to  drop  it  till  an- 
other laborious  and  contentions  effort  of  the  Le^ 
gislature  shall  have  provided  for  a  second  pay- 
ment. Before  we  proceed  to  discuss  points  m 
which  we  disagree,  I  hope  we  may  state  this  as 
one,  and  the  groundwork  of  the  whole,  which,  in 
theory,  at  least,  unites  all  opinions,  that  we  shall 
now  settle  a  plan  for  applymg  year  by  year  the 
whole  strength  of  the  revenues  of  ihe  nation  to 
paying  off  the  Public  Debt;  that  we  shall  sanc- 
tion this  plan  by  law,  and  give  it  energy  by  pro- 
viding the  funds  for  a  sacred  and  unalteratAe  ap- 
plication to  the  object.   If  the  opposers  of  the  re- 

Krt  of  the  committee  on  the  plan  of  reducing  the 
ibt  are  not  willing  to  go  this  length,  then  they 
must  confess  they  mil  short  of  those  with  whom 
1  am  now  acting,  and  who  have  usually,  on  ques- 
tions of  revenue  and  finance,  had  my  vote ;  and  I 
confess,  this  is  one  of  the  few  occasions  in  which 
I  had  hoped  to  see  an  emuhttion  in  this  House  for 
measures  of  efficiency  and  permanency.  But  that 
hope,  however  pleasing,  is  somewhat  checked  by 
<he  alarming  recollection  that  public  debts  are  in 
all  States  the  objects  of  public  concern  and  dread, 
in  Europe,  their  vast  amount  has  at  last  terrified 
those  who  hold  the  supreme  power,  as  well  as 
those  who  pay  taxes.  Yet,  although  they  have 
long  portended  convulsion  and  ruin,  have  not  na- 
tions and  Governments  nearly  smothered  their 
alarms,  and,  instead  of  rousing  all  their  energies 
to  sobdue  the  evil,  relapsed  into  a  state  of  security 
and  torpor?  Nay,  have  they  not,  by  madly  rush- 
ing into  war,  as  we  micitt  lately  have  done,  ang- 
meuled  the  danger  aDo^hastened  the  shock  of  that 
evtfaquake.  which,  for  an  age  past,  has  threatened 
to  throw  Europe  back  again  mto  chaos  ?  The 
nations  seem  to  have  outgrown  their  fears,  or  to 
despair  of  the  remedy,  as  tne  inhabitants  of  Italy 
whistle  unconcerned  on  the  sides  of  Mount  Ema, 
while  it  vomits  fire,  or  plough  the  fields  of  Cala- 
bria while  they  shake  under  their  feet. 

These  are  remarkable  facts,  and  show  that,  in 
spite  of  universal  fears  and  wishes,  there  is  some 
powerAil  obstacle  in  the  nature  of  man,  or  in  the 
structure  of  society,  that  baffles  the  attempts  of  a 
nation  to  break  out  of  the  circle  of  enchantment 
and  ruin.  What  is  it?  Probably  this:  that  wars 
which  create  puUie  debts  are  almost  always  pop- 
lUar,  and  taxes  that  would  speedily  wipe  them 
out.  are  no  less  obnoxious.  1  nope  I  shall  be  par- 
doM^  if  1  say,  and  I  would  say  it  inofiensively, 
dwt  the  tone  and  sendment  of  the  opposition  to 
the  temporary  taxes  have  not  altt^ether  convinced 
me  that  the  United  States  are  free  from  this  com- 
mon malady  of  nations. 

It  may  be  true,  that  we  have  less  to  diead  from 
debt  than  tome  of  the  Buropaan  nations.  The 


amount  is  romparatively  small,  and  the  progress 
of  wealth  and  people  is  every  day  lessening  the 
share  that  falls  to  an  individual  to  be  answerable 
for-  The  Uixes,  it  may  be  said  also,  powerfully 
stimulate  manufacturing  industry,  as  well  as  in- 
crease our  shippiog,  by  their  operation  as  protect- 
ing duties.  But,  although  the  husbandry,  art^ 
and  trade  of  the  country  have  prospered  under 
both  debt  and  taxes ;  although,  while  the  interest 
is  duly  paid,  the  creditors  have  no  claim  to  the 
principal,  yet  the  motives  for  hastening  the  reduc* 
tion  of  the  public  burdens  are,  notwithstanding,  so 
cogent  and  powerful,  they  cannot  be  resisted.  In- 
deed, to  notice  them  ever  so  sluhtljr,  will,  in  a 
great  measure,  overpower  the  objections  to  the 
tax  in  question. 

I  am  one  of  those  who  believe  a  nation  ought 
to  cherish  public  credit,  for  the  same  reason  tnat 
it  ought  to  have  strengtti ;  for,  in  critical  situations, 
credit  is  strength,  and  the  want  of  it  may  happen 
to  be  not  only  weakness,  but  subjugation  and  ruin. 
And  it  is  my  belief,  that,  although  it  may  answer 
for  a  time  to  pay  the  interest,  and  neglect  the 
principal,  yet,  at  last,  and  in  the' course  of  afihirs, 
It  will  appiear  that  a  nation  which  neglects  to'pay 
its  debts  will  have  no  credit.  That  would  be  the  ■ 
case  with  an  individual.  Besides,  if  we  neglect 
the  interval  of  peace  and  prosperity  to  pay  off, 
lessen,  and,  if  possible,  to  extinguish  the  Debt,  we 
cannot  expect,  for  any  length  of  time,  to  avoid  the 
occasion  of  adding  to  it.  We  have  had  eleven 
years  of  peace,  one-half  of  which  term,  for  want 
of  a  Government,  our  Debt  was  auemenling.  at 
least  twelve  or  fifteen  millions  of  dollars.  It  nas 
been  funded  four  years  nearly.and  less  than  three 
millions  are  yet  paid  off.  Are  we  to  hope  for 
peace  always  7  A  blessing  so  great  has  been  hith- 
erto denied,  perhaps  in  benevolence  as  well  at 
wisdom,  to  the  prayers  of  devotion  and  the  tears 
of  philanthropy,  and,  from  all  we  know  of  the  na- 
ture and  history  of  man,  we  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve, if  not  to  desire,  tiiat  war  will  sometimes  fiUl 
to  the  lot  of  a  nation.  Peace  is  the  time  to  pre- 
pare for  it,  by  extinguishing  the  burdens  of  the 
last  war,  by  exbibiliDg,  as  a  basis  of  present  ex- 
ultation, and  a  ground  of  future  confidence  and 
credit,  tne  novel  spectacle  of  a  great  nation  which 
has  freed  itself  from  debt. 

There  is  an  auxiliary  motive,  which  I  stated  in' 
the  beginning  of  the  debate.  The  funding  of  the 
Debt  has  unhappily  proved  an  occasion  of  division 
and  Jealousy  ID  the  country,  and  of  acrimonious 
recriminations  in  public  assemblies.  The  Debt 
was  not  augmented,  it  was  diminished  by  funding, 
and  almost  none  of  the  first  Congress  declared 
themselves  opposed  to  funding  the  Debt  They 
resisted  the  assumption  and  some  of  the  clauses  cf 
the  bill.  The  sin  and  odium,  therefore,  of  the 
Funding  System,  as  a  measure  alatracted  from 
the  irredeemable  quality,  and  the  State  debta^ 
ought  to  have  been  shared  amonff  all  the  offend- 
ers, the  Southern  as  well  as  the  Northern  mem* 
hers.  Yet  it  has  answered  party  purposes  to  re* 
present  the  Eastern  members  as  the  patrons  of  a 
system  of  paper  influence,  of  Treasury  corruption, 
tfi  certificate  nolnlity ;  mat  thef  hare  attempted 
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and  succeeded  to  pervert  and  stretch  the  Consti- 
tution, to  organize  and  uphold  systems  of  conceal- 
ed aristocracy ;  that  they  deem  the  Debt,  as  it  pro- 
motes these  vile  purposes,  a  blessing ;  that  ttiey 
made  it  to  oblige  one  another,  and  will  not  part 
with  itj  lest  the  popular  principles  of  our  Govern- 
ment should  prevail  over  the  artificial  and  trea- 
cherous schemes  and  corrupt  connexions  which, 
u  they  derive  their  life  from  the  Debt,  must  im- 
put  life  to  it.  1  forbear,  indeed  I  am  unequal  to 
the  recital  of  all  the  infamies  which  have  been 
vented  on  this  subject  The  language  of  insinua- 
tion and  invective  has  been  exhausted.  The  dic- 
tionary and  vulgar  language  can  add  nothing  to 
the  opprobrium  which  has  been  attempted  to  be 
thiown  on  the  friends  of  the  revenue  and  finance 
systems.  Do  not  the  ears  of  gentlemen  still  tin- 
gle with  these  disgusting  recollections  1  Can  they 
think,  without  mingled  emotions  of  indignation 
and  surprise,  how  the  labor  has  been  to  represent 
the  Elaetem  members  as  the  authors,  the  cham- 
pions, of  the  advantages  of  a  Funded  Debt ;  while 
every  vehicle  by  which  the  public  could  be  mis- 
led has  teemed  with  declamation  that  the  mem- 
bers from  another  part  of  the  Union  were  exclu- 
uvely  zealous  to  extinguish  this  devouring  fire  of 
Pidilic  Debt  that  consumes  the  people  and  their 
liberties,  that  the  same  gentlemen  were  not  con- 
santing  to  the  Funding  System,  and  that  all  thar 
efforts  have  been  hitherto  baffled  by  the  interested 
arts  of  the  friends  of  paper  corruption  ? 

I  neither  know,  nor  nave  the  arn^nee  to  pre- 
tend to  know,  the  inclinations  of  men's  hearts ; 
but,  when  we  are  accused  of  keeping  the  Debt  for 
influence  and  corruption ;  when  our  accusers  af- 
fect to  lament  that  they  cannot  be  allowed  to  pro- 
secute a  most  powerful  and  even  violent  opera- 
tion for  reducing  the  Debt,  we  have  a  right  to  say 
that  we  take  the  professions  of  these  gentlemen  as 
a  ground  for  testine  their  consistency,  if  not  their 
sinoerity.  When  tney  proclaim  their  priiKiples, 
we  have  possession  of  them,  and  have  a  right  to 
indulge  such  comments,  especially  at  the  instant 
of  bringing  them  to  the  touchstone,  as  I  was  in- 
duced to  make  on  a  former  day's  debate.  I  own 
sir,  I  rejoiced  to  see  these  professions  brought 
to  the  test;  for,  if  it  should  not  criminate  the  sin- 
eeritv  of  those  who  make  them,  it  would  at  least 
exculpate  those  who  have  so  long  been  the  objects 
of  the  most  licentious  invectives.  It  will  snow, 
in  the  teeth  of  calumny,  that  the  Eastern  mem- 
ben*  are  advocates,  and  zealous  ones,  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Debt.  ^ 

It  is  true,  the  oj^Msers  of  the  resolution  are  not 
bound  to  adopt  the  plan,  nor  to  continue  these  very 
^ties,  but  they  are  bound  by  more  than  common 
auctions  to  go  even  beyond  the  description  of  per- 
sons whom  tliey  have  accused,  in  some  plan,  and 
to  pFO>vide  other  taxes.  No  puny  operaticm,  no 
halfway  measures  will  do.  I^ey  stand  pledged 
ftr  some  strong  system,  some  efficient  funds  to 
Inring  into  activity  at  least  all  the  present  revenue 
fiuAUties  of  the  country.  It  is,  therefore,  with  the 
%et  reasons,  and  even  on  strong  public  considera- 
tions, that  i  repeat  the  observation  which  seemed 
Ip  give  offence  on  a  fwmer  day.  The  present  mo 
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mmt  is  the  crisis  of  a  pc^tical  test.  It  gives  an 
opportunity  to  one  set  of  men,  if  they  choose,  to 
vmdicate  their  consistency  j  and  we,  sir,  on  the 
other,  actually  use  it,  not  by  profession,  but  by  our 
conduct,  to  confound  the  accusations  which  have 
been  thrown  upon  us.  I  rejoice  in  this  momeat 
on  public  account.  It  cannot  but  undeceive  the 
citizens  who  have  nourished  jealousies  and  preju- 
dices. It  cannot  be  unimportant  to  slay,  with  one 
stroke,  the  slanders,  which  the  gentlemen  firooi 
the  Southern  States  have  assured  us  have  sprpng 
frtxn  this  source.  The  confidence  and  affiKtions 
of  the  citizens  is  the  best  defence  of  the  Consticn* 
tion ;  and  we  are  told  that  this  defence  has  been 
chiefly  weakened  by  the  misreprenentations  which 
have  been  made  of  the  intentions  of  Government 
to  keep  the  Debt  as  an  instrumeat  of  corrupt  in- 
fluence. 

If  the  common  object  of  both  sides  in  thb 
bate  be  realW  to  reduce  the  Public  "Debt,  what 
shall  be  the  plan  and  the  measure  of  the  redoe- 
tion  ?  Is  it  to  pay  off  the  redeemable  part  of  the 
six  per  cent  stock,  and  tp  stop  there  ?  If  so,  then 
we  shall  go  far  beyond  them.  For.  ^y  shoaU 
not  the  unsubscribed  debt  be  paid  o^  the  register- 
ed debt,  the  fweign  debt,  the  deferred  and  three 
per  cent  and  even  the  temporary  Loans  or  uiiiu> 
patimi  of  the  revenue,  wfaieh.  it  is  agreed,  dmr 
an  interest  of  <me  htudicd  thousand  douars«  year  T 

That  bugbear,  the  irredeemable  quality,  so  artb- 
ficially  conjured  op  to  terrify  the  country,  oppoaes- 
no  obstacle  to  the  redaoption  of  all  this  grc*! 
amount — a  mass  of  debt  far  exceeding  the  most 
:  extravagant  conjectures  of  the  product  of  the  re- 
venue for  many  years  to  come.  And  here  let  me 
observe,  the  argument  almost  solely  opposed  to  the 
rescdutioo  is  this :  We  have  revesue  enough,  with- 
out the  temporary  taxes.  Let  it  be  allowed  diat 
we  have,  for  aigument's  sake,  what  follows  ?  That 
we  have  too  much  revenue  with  the  tempovary 
taxes.  Will  our  money  rust  in  the  Treasury  chert 
for  want  of  debt  to  employ  it  upon  ?  Shall  we 
not  make  greater  progress  with  all  the  preeent 
taxes  than  with  only  a  part  of  them  ?  Is  it  a.  tine 
to  refuse  the  aid  ot  these  temporary  taxes  when 
we  are  findins  out  a  new  way  for  employing  the 
product?  Shall  we,  with  any  color  of  vrisdOB. 
go  on  at  the  same  instant  to  extend  our  expenses 
and  to  diminish  the  income  of  the  taxes?  The 
amiment  that  these  taxes  are  not  wanted  is  ut- 
terly hostile  to  die  pnrfessions  we  make  of  paying 
off  the  publie  burdms  at  fast  as  possible.  If^  (he 
statement  to  support  this  reasoning  is  true,  it  is 
not  so  much  an  objection  as  an  encouragement  to 
our  progress  in  the  [dan,  as  it  proves,  by  the  docn- 
ments  adduced  on  one  side,  that  the  othtt  hw 
under-reckoned  the  calculations  of  success. 

It  mig^t  seem,  therefore,  a  superfluons  labor  to 
show  that  the  'treasury  will  probably  stand  ia 
need  of  the  temporary  taxes  for  this  operation, 
since  it  is  all  the  better  if  it  should  not  But,  by 
showing  it,  at  least,  it  will  ^ve  the  necessity  or 
aasentii^  to  the  resolution,  if  we  wcmld  have  the 
Public  Debt  reduced. 

It  is  infinitely  to  be  regretted  that  the  fiwts  re- 
lating to  the  Income  and  Expenditure  of  the  Unit- 
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ed  States  are  so  mach  in  dtsfMie.   Tlie  law,  and, 
because  it  b  a  law,  it  ou^bt  to  be  a  rule  of  con- 
duct for  the  House,  requires  it  of  tbe  Seeretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  digest  and  prepare  plans  for 
the  improTcment  of  the  public  revenue,  and  rela- 
ting to  the  public  credit ;  and,  if  such  information 
bad  been  euled  for,  it  would  nave  thrown  a  strong 
light  upon  many  points  which  have  been  cob  test- 
ed, because  they  ware  in  tbe  dark.  Indeed,  at 
erery  step  in  bwines*  of  rereane  sod  finance,  a 
deliberative  asKmbly  will  find  itself  embarrassed ; 
dtrfakcss  will  hide  the  poUi.  I  think  as  respeet- 
fiiUr  of  this  assembly  as  I  ought,  and  perhaps  as 
ha^y  as  any  member  of  it,  yet  I  hesitate  not  to 
say,  that  no  assembly  ought  thin  to  reject  the  in- 
formatioa  which  our  own  law  makes  it  the  duty 
ot  the  Treaaary  Department  to  furnish.  We  often 
hear  of  the  doty  «  a  RepuUicau  to  respect  the 
law,  and  yet,  in  the  teeth  of  this  law,  we  are  ex- 
horted to  stoj^  our  ears  agaiuiit  all  commuDlcatioDs 
on  these  subjects  from  the  Treasury.   I  am  not 
aahamed  to  say,  I  have  need  of  the  information, 
and  I  see  that  others  dispute  on  foots  which  show 
their  want  of  it.   It  is  strictly  Executive  business, 
wkieh,  aocording  to  the  correct  theory  of  our  Cod- 
stitutien,  ought  not  to  be  usurped  by  this  House. 
Etzeeutive  ^eera,  on  their  respooaibility,  ought 
to  fiiraish  it.  The  dataUa  of  a  great  nation's  mo- 
ney a&ire  are  too  complex,  too  vast,  too  much  a 
science,  ior  anv  committee  to  embrace  in  a  report 
if  they  should  nave  the  good  fortune  to  understand 
thua.   I  will  not,  therefore,  oader  the  disadvanta- 
ges which  I  believe  are  common  to  others  as  well 
aa  myself,  pretend  to  make  a  systematic  parade  of  ■ 
figoree. 

If  we  reckon  on  the  revenue  in  1793  as  a  ground 
of  raleulatioa  for  future  years,  we  shall  have  some 
guide  for  our  coajeotures.  Those  who  choose  to 
uoi^e  a  vast  inorease  of  income  from  taxes^  in 
futiue,  may  be  answered  in  a  word.  It  is  coDjec^ 
ture — 1793  was  a  year  of  uncommon  importation. 
Freach  property  was  iHronght  here  in  almost  every 
vessel,  on  account  of  the  war  with  En^nd  aod 
the  troubles  of  the  French  islands.  This  swelled 
the  wminal  amount  of  our  unports,  and,  as  much 
oS  this  pnmerty  ha«  been  re^ported,  it  again  di- 
suuahed  the  supposed  procUict  of  the  duties  by 
the  aUowanoe  hht  dmvbaeks;  vet,  on  the  whole, 
it  was  a  productive  year,  ana  it  could  not  be 
thoi^t  unfair  to  reckon  our  steady  yearly  in- 
come, according  to  that  year,  1793. 

Mr.  A.  then  produced  a  statemient  of  Inoome 
aad  Expenditure,  viz : 

INCOME. 

Duties  on  imports  and  touiMge,  nett  -  $5,500,060 


Military  Department,  ineladiiig  mfli- 

tary  pensions  - 
Naval  Department  - 
Light-house  establishment 
Ekch  <tf  inoome  beyimd  expenditure 


1,500,000 
400,000 

24,000- 

7ae,ooo 

$6,350,000- 


On  internal  objects 
Nett  produce  of  the  Post  Office 
Snrp&u  of  dividends  on  baak  stock 


780,000 
20,000 
50,000 


96,350,000 


EXPENHTUaB. 

Interest  ou  Public  Debt,  foseigB  and 


domestic 
On  temporary  Loans  - 
Snppmt  of  GovonDMit 


-  93,100,000 
100,000 
500,000 


If  (said  Mr.  A.)  we  apply  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars  to  redeem  the  reaeemabie  part  (tf  the  six' 
per  cent,  stock,  we  shaH  have  only  one  hundred- 
and  twenty-six  thousand  dollars. 

Will  any  one  deny  that  this  de|»endeace  is  un- 
safe? that,  at  any  rate,  tbe  operation  is  frittered 
down  to  a  contemptible  scale?  If  trade  idioiild 
fluctuate,  as  it  may  to  a  very  considerable  degree^ 
as  much  as  it  never  fails  to  do  after  a  raging  war 
has  terminated ;  if  the  reduced  price  m  our  ex^ 
ports,  which,  on  the  event  of  peace,  is  inevitable, 
should  reduce  our  iraportB,  and  that  is  the  most 
natural  effect  in  the  world ;  af  new  expenses,  to 
which  all  affoirs  are  liable,  should  arise,  even  thi» 
puny  plan  of  reducing  oiu-  Debt  would  be  arrested 
in  its  progress. 

The  statement  I  have  submitted,  rejects  frac- 
tions, and  makes  no  pretensions  to  absMUte  coi^ 
rectness.  In  substance,  however,  it  ezhibUe  such 
a  view  of  our  Income  and  Bbp^ditnre,  as  1  be- 
lieve, cannot  be  invalidated. 

It  has  been  insisted  that  the  question  is  not  on 
the  repeal  of  the  temporary  taxes,  and  therefore 
the  argument  is  tnisapplied.  This  is  merely  an 
evasion  of  the  force  of  it ;  for  is  it  not  the  very 

?[uestion  before  us,  whether  we  will  adopt  a  plan 
or  the  reduction  of  the  PuUio  Debt,  and  whether 
we  will  aj^ly  to  the  yearly  operation  of  that  plan 
till  the  year  1801  these  very  taxes  ?  The  end  is, 
at  leut,  in  appearaace,  agreed  on,  and  we  are  now 
looking  for  tne  means  of  effecting  it.  This  is, 
therefore,  precisely  the  moment  to  chooee  or  re- 
ject these  taxes  as  the  means ;  and  in  order  to 
duce  us  to  reject  them,  have  not  those  who  aay 
the  repeal  is*  not  in  debate,  insisted  the  taxes  aK 
luded  to  are  unfit  means ;  that  tkey  are  dangerms 
to  liberty,  beoanse  they  are  in  the  nature  of  eauaes, 
dangerous  to  manufoctores,  which  should  not  be 
taxed  in  their  infeney ;  oppressive,  and  ruinous  ? 
and  yet  they  u^  the  repeal  is  not  brouriit  ever 
so  remotely  under  consideration ;  pay,  they  tell 
us,  after  all  this,  they  were  passed  on  experuuHiL^ 
and  they  reserve  to  themselves  to  wait  the  result  of 
tkst  triaL  Are  tbey  who  so  loudly  condemn  the 
temporary  revenues,  and  on  such  serious  grounds, 
affecting  to  waver,  and  to  keep  in  balance  till  the 
end  of  the  term  for  which  they  were  appointed  t» 
operate  ?  Doe  advocate  for  experiment  assured 
us,  in  the  last  session,  when  they  passed,  that  now 
liberty  was  lost  forever.  Does  he  desire  time  ts 
bring  himself  to  a  liking  of  these  assassins  of  U* 
berty? 

I  waive  the  idea  of  the  known  condcseensiitt' 
which  produced  the  limitation  of  these  acts  t» 
two  years.  Let  the  foil  force  of  the  plea  so  oAoi 
urged  tlat  they  were  passed  mi  trial,  be  eaoayi. 
For  whom  was  tbe  exiiieriment  intended,  fot  ikn 
pnUie  or  Cnr  the  sogtMrefiners  and  mm-aukmm, 
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and  was  it  to  prove  that  they  like  or  do  not  like 
the  tax?  Did  any  one  who  saw  their  committee 
expect  they  would  io  two  years  prefer  the  tax  to 
no  tax?  Or  was  the  experiment  intended  for 
other  reasons?  If  the  money  was  not  likely  to 
be  wanted  at  all,  it  would  be  one  good  cause  for 
dn^ping  the  taxes ;  or  if  the  mode  of  levying  the 
tax  was  new  and  uncertain,  it  would  be  j)roper  to 
limit  the  act  in  order  to  produce  a  revision  and 
improTement  of  it  in  that  respect  Was  the 
limitation  tacked  to  the  biKs  to  see  whether  they 
were  proper  objects  of  taxation?  And  was  it 
really  douWul  Vhether  snuff  and  loaf  sugar  were 
proper  to  be  taxed?  What  could  be  more  proper? 
One  is  the  most  trivial  of  all  luxuries,  and  the 
other  (loaf  sugar)  is  almost  if  not  quite  exclu- 
sively consumed  by  the  class  of  citizens  who 
have  sopie  pretensions  to  wealth.  Yet  when  we 
press  hard  for  a  substitute,  instead  of  the  snuff 
and  sugar  revenue,  we  are  with  a  face  of  solem- 
nity advised  to  tax  the  land.  May  I  trust  my 
senses?  Is  it  possible  for  persons  to  call  the  taxes 
on  snuff  and  loaf  sugar  oppression,  and  ihe  land- 
tax  relief?  Is  it  possible  to  think  of  taking  the 
tax  from  the  snuff-box  and  the  tea-pot,  to  put  it , 
on  the  jdotigh? 

If,  however,  that  is  intended,  as  gentlemen  as- 
sure us  it  is,  tnere  is  no  time  to  be  lost.  It  will 
take  two  years  to  or^nnize  such  a  tax,  and  get  it 
into  the  Treasury.  If  a  land-tax  is  to  be  the  sub- 
stitute, the  question  therefore  really  is,  shall  we 
repeal  the  taxes  in  question?  If  there  had  been 
any  doubt  before,  there  can  be  none  in  the  opinion 
of  those  who  prefer  the  land-tax. 

The  interests  of  the  manufacturer  have  been 
strenuously  urged,  and  no  one  would  listen  with 
more  attention  to  any  suggestion  of  injury  on 
their  part.'  If  there  is  any  point  on  which  I  am 
more  an  enthusiast  than  another,  it  is  on  the 
policy  and  duty  of  encouraging  manufactures, 
and  on  every  occasion  where  their  interests  have 
anfieared  to  be  affected,  my  voice  has  been 
heard. 

But  how  is  the  suggested  injury  to  happen?  Is 
the  capital  of  the  manufacturer  drawn  from  them 
to  pay  the  duties  ?  The  case  of  those  who  pay 
datks  is  the  reverse.  The  credits  allowed  are 
mch  as  to  leave  the  public  mone^  in  their  hands. 
Their  com^iots  on  that  head,  if  they  have  any, 
may  be  easily  satiafied  by  extending  the  term  of 
credit. 

Another  alie^tion  is,  that  the  consumption  of 
the  articles  is  diminished  in  consequence  of  the 
duty.  One  of  the  snuff-manufacturers  assured 
me  they  were  dot  so  weak  as  to  imaeine  the  con- 
samers  would  not  repay  them.  Will  the  con- 
sumers o(  loaf  sugar  be  terrified  by  the  exorbi- 
taBt  duty  ctf  two  cents  to  do  violence  to  their 
habits  and  deny  themselves  loaf  sugar?  Will 
they  treat  their  friends  with  brown  sugar?  Of 
all  tyrants  fiuhion  is  the  most  inexorable.  I  tell 
the  gentlemen  who  dread  the  brown  sugar  re- 
form, it  is  not  possible.  It  is  not  creditable  to 
snbstitnte  brown  sugar  in  place  of  loaf,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  price,  anv  more  than  for  the  same 
gentlemen  to  wear  froeu  and  tronseri  and  leath- 
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ern  aprons  tm  aecoont  of  die  inqmst  on  snpeiftK 

cloth. 

There  is  one  other  view  of  the  interests  of  the 
manufacturers.  Possibly  the  mode  of  levyiair 
the  tax  may  be  inconvenient  and  Texatioas.  u 
that  be  the  case,  who  doubts  the  readiness  of 
Congress  to  conciliate  the  interests  and  ewu  .the 
prejudices  of  the  t^eeraed?  Surely  not  thow 
who  remember  with  what  extreme  solicitude 
Congress  attempted  to  reconcile  the  country  lo 
the  excise.  Surely  those  who  oppose  the  taxes 
will  not  expect  the  Eastern  members,  where 
manufactures  are  the  most  extensive  and  numer- 
ous, to  be  opposers  of  any  plan  of  accommoda- 
tion of  the  manufacturers.  They  are  perfectly 
sure,  and  ever  have  been,  of  ourxoncurrenee  in 
such  amendments,  and  why  would  they  wish  to 
keep  the  laws  hung  up  in  uncertainty  fur  two 
years? 

Is  it  to  secure  the  power  of  the  next  Congress, 
and  why  not  of  the  next  Congress  after  that, 
which  perhaps  may  hi  better  still?  And  why  on 
that  ground  should  any  law  be  passed  to  continue 
longer  than  an  Almanac  ?  Is  uib  the  idea  to  be 
inculcated  of  the  reign  of  laws,  that  gentlemen 
tell  na  by  passing  an  act  for  more  than  two  years, 
we  part  with  onr  power ;  and  what  is  the  import 
of  thu  new-fashioned  jargon  of  a  power  over 
the  laws,  instead  of  the  power  of  the  laws?  The 
power  lo  pass  laws  is  not  a  personal  prerc^tfre. 
It  is  a  public  trust,  and  when  the  common  good, 
when  ttie  attainment  of  a  great  advanta^re  for  oar 
country,  such  as  the  progressive  reduction  of  the 
Debt,  requires  a  law  for  ten  years,  or  even  loi^r] 
is  it  an  argument  to  say  that  thus  we  may  une 
our  personal  importance  and  prerogative  ? 

Shifting,  unsteady  laws,  are  a  poblic  evil,  and 
they  are  dways  felt  as  such  by  the  dealers  io  the 
taxed  articles.  The  first  effect  of  a  tax  is  a  Uttle 
to  stagnate  and  derange  the  business  of  the  deal- 
ers, but  soon  the  current  finds  its  way  again,  uid 
the  tax  becomes  a  part  of  the  price,  a  part  of 
the  settled  order  of  thinfl&  which  a  lusty  repeal 
would  derange  anew.  This  araoment,  it  is  said, 
requires  that  all  resource  laws  should  be  perma- 
nent Where  there  is  a  permanent  occasion  fin- 
taxes,  and  the  proper  objects  of  taxation  are 
known  to  be  selected,  the  fluctuation  of  the  rev- 
enue laws  would  be  an  evil,  and  therefore  it  would 
be  proper  to  make  them  permanent  But  when 
the  call  for  taxes  is  temporary,  or  the  mode  of 
collection  nntried,  the  limitation  of  the  bill  to  a 
short  period  may  be  no  less  proper.  This  objec- 
tion therefore  deserves  little  attention. 

One  objection  is  scarcely  intelligible.  Why 
will  you  urge  the  permanency  of  taxes  for  tem- 
porary objects,  such  as  war  establishments,  fri- 
gates, &,c.f  The  answer  is,  the  apfwopriation  b 
intended  for  the  Debt;  for  an  object  that  will  last, 
we  fear,  much  longer  than  the  year  1801,  the 
term  proposed  for  the  taxes.  The  taxes  are  not 
to  be  made  permanent,  nor  are  the  objecte  of  their 
application  tempoiary^  The  objectors  ate  wrong 
in  fact. 

They  are  no  less  mistaken  in  principle.  The 
temporary  taxes  were,  durisg  the  latt  semaa. 
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chained  with  an  appropriatitm  of  twelre  han- 
dred  thousand  dollars,  and  one  million  of  doUars 
also,  for  the  foreign  intercoarse.  These  sums  are 
to  be  satisfied  out  of  the  product  of  the  tempo- 
rary taxes,  and  the  President  is  authorized  by 
law  to  borrow  on  the  credit  of  those  funds.  The 
pablie  faith  is  solemnly  j^ledged,  and  in  express 
words,  (see  the  appropriation  act  passed  the  ninth 
of  June,  1794,)  to  provide  for  the  principal  and 
interest  out  of  the  {woeeeds  of  these  very  taxes, 
or  to  anbstitnte  other  adequate  fUnds  in  their 
stead.  These  taxes  are  charged  in  this  manner 
by  law,  and  if  we  refuse  to  renew  the  acts,  we  are 
sacredly  bonnd  to  provide  substitated  revenues. 

ETery  one  knows  that  these  taxes  will  not  free 
themselves  from  the  charge  in  the  two  years. 

How  then  can  gentlemen  prevail  upon  their 
good  sense  to  assert,  that,  by  continuing  the  tax 
uws,  the  manufacturers  are  deluded  and  deceived, 
when  the  cause  and  necessity  for  such  continu- 
ance appears  on  the  face  of  the  statute  book? 
How,  aoove  all  things,  can  they  say,  that  it  is  a 
breach  of  the  public  faith  to  extend  them  to  1801, 
when,  unfortunately  for  the  sufferer,  the  public 
faith  is  in  express  words  pledged  to  continue 
them,  or  to  provide  other  funds?  The  assertion 
has  beenftsabject  of  no  little  curiosity^ under  cir- 
cumstaaces  so  singularly  adapted  to  its  eonfuta- 
tion. 

My  ownview  ttf  the  importanee  of  hastening  the 
redaction  of  the  Debt,  luu  led  me  to  stu^t  an- 
swers to  as  many  of  the  objections  as  1  can  re- 
collect. I  notice  them  as  they  happen  to  occur  to 
me.  One  appeal  to  our  pity  is  made  on  the  score 
that  sugars  have  risen,  and  that  it  is  cruel  to 
cho<Me  this  rime  for  the  tax.  Why  not  choose  it  if 
the  tax  will  fall^  as  others  do,  on  the  consumers  ? 
Do  the  same  objectors  desire  a  relinquishment  of 
the  duty  <m  molasses  because  it  is  dear,  and  yet 
the  manufacture  New  England  rum  is  unfor- 
tunately, from  various  causes,  in  a  languishing 
state  ?  Foreign  goods  are  dear,  and  yet  they  are 
taxed.  All  articles  are  become  dear,  and  the 
blind  rule  contended  for  would  be  doubly  wrong, 
if  adopted  on  account  of  its  necessary  partiality. 

If  we  regard  the  experience  of  other  nations, 
we  shall  not  find  cause  to  dread  the  destruction 
of  manufaetures  in  consequence  of  taxes.  Is 
England  exempted  from  them,  and  yet  where  do 
they  flourish  more?  The  truth  is,  in  an  increas- 
ing, thriving  society,  the  taxes  are  absorbed  and 
distributed  over  the  whole  mass  of  the  commu- 
nity. No  problem  has  been  oflener  debated  than 
where  the  taxes  ultimately  fell,  and  yet  expe- 
rience has  invariably  refuted  the  gloomy  antici- 
pations of  interested  theory.  The  language  that 
infant  manu&ctures  are  not  to  be  crusl  led,  IS 
more  declamatory  than  correct.  They  are  not  to 
be  crushed;  nor  will  the  manufactures  of  snuff 
and  loaf  sugar  fall,  if  the  operation  of  the  tax 
should  be  like  that  of  other  taxes,  or  of  similar 
taxes  in  other  countries. 

But  is  it  really  desired  wholly  to  exempt  the 
loaf  sumr  fma  tax,  now  the  duty  on  the  foreign 
article  naa  secured  an  efiectnal  monopoly  to  the 
Borne  refiners?  Shall  the  fonr  cents  remain  on 
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the  foreign  loaf  sugar,  and  nothing  on  the  home 
made  ?  If  the  price  should  in  that  event  keep  ftp, 
the  consumers  would  still  pay  the-  tax.  after  its 
repeal,  although  the  money  would  not  go  into  the 
Treasury,  but  into  the  pockets  of  the  refiners.  I 
wish  their  pro^rity,  but  they  are  too  candid  and 
patriotic  to  desire  such  an  advantage. 

A  great  object  is  before  us,  and  if,  after  all,  its 
attainment  shall  appear  to  be  obstructed  by  much 
seeming  and  some  real  difficulty  and  emnarrass- 
ment,  still  we  owe  it  to  our  country,  as  well  as  to 
our  own  engagements,  to  proeeeo.  Let  as  en- 
deavor to  overcome  the  prejudice  of  the  over- 
apprehensive,  and  to  conciliate  the  interests  of 
the  manufacturers  with  that  of  the  public.  In 
our  other  taxes  we  suppose  it  is  done,  and  why 
should  it  be  despaired  of  in  this  case?  Greater 
difficulties  than  any  that  a  calm  and  unjireju- 
diced  mind  will  discern  in  the  plan  before  us 
ought  to  be  expected,  and  readily  acquiesced  in,  . 
ratner  than  to  abandon  the  great  object  of  freeing 
the  nation  from  debt.  It  is  worth  some  exertion 
and  sacrifice.  If  we  should  effect  it,  any  hopes  of 
the  destinies  of  our  Government  would  brighten. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  magnitude  of  the  Debt  to 
discourage  us,  and  still  less  in  die  prosperous  eip. 
cumstanceb  and  good  dispositims  of  oar  citizens. 
It  depends  on  ourselves  whether  we  realize  their 
expectations  by  acting  in  conformity  with  oar 
ov<m  professions. 

Mr.  S.  Smith.   Mr.  Chairman,  the  resolatiai 
on  roar  table  reads  thus : 

"  Retohed,  That  there  be  apimipriated  cot  of  the  re- 
venues R  ram  not  exceeding  $600,000,  to  be  ^i^ied 
to  the  payment  of  two  dollars  on  every  one  hundred 
dt^sn  of  the  amount  of  that  part  of  the  Pubhe  Debt, 
which  bears  an  interest  of  nx  per  cent" 

This  resolution  has  passed  the  Committee  unani- 
mously. On  what  principle  then  does  the  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Ames)  pretend  to  doubt  our  intention 
to  provide  funds  to  sink  that  proportion  annually 
of  the  Public  Debt  ?  1  conceive  myself  commit- 
ted, and  if  1  cAnnot  prove  that  we  Mve  resources-'" 
sufficient,  without  continuing  the  laws  described 
in  the  second  resolution,  I  will,  however  I  dislike 
them,  vote  for  the  resolution.  The  only  sabjects 
before  the  Committee  is  to  provide  funds  to  sink 
annually  the  $600,000.  The  question  then  re- 
solves itself  to  this :  Is  the  revenue  of  the  United 
States  sufficient  to  meet  the  $600,000  per  annuta, 
in  addition  to  the  ordinary  and  known  expendi- 
tures? Or,  does  it  stand  in  need  of  the  assistance 
of  those  excises  now  tmder  consideration  ?  The 
gentleman  says,  it  requires  their  assistance,  and 
states  an  account  when,  after  paying  the  $600,000, 
he  leaves  a  balance  of  only  $126,000.  If  the  gen- 
tleman believes  in  bis  own  statement,  he  must 
provide  more  funds,  for  surely  he  would  not  leave 
the  Treasury  with  only  $126,000  to  meet  contin- 
cencies,  and  to  pay  off  that  variety  of  debt  that 
ne  boasts  a  desire  to  discharge.  The  gentleman 
will  do  well  to  confine  himself  to  the  subject  in 
question,  that  is,  to  provide  for  the  $600,000.  On 
this  subject  he  has  supplied  us  with  usefbl  infbnn- 
ation.  He  says  that  he  has  this  morning  re^ 
eeived  a  statement  frrnn  the  Treasury,  which 
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makes  the  nett  ftmoant  of  the  duties  in  1793,  oa 
imaoMs  «nd  toni»ge,  to  be  $6,500,000,  and  that  he 
wiU  always  prefer  nets  to  esdmates.  There  we 
agree.  1^  fact  gires  |500,000  in  faror  of  my 
estimate,  for  I  had  calculated  on  $5,000,000  only. 
It  was  surprising  that  the  gentlemau  did  not  make 
use  of  other  &cts,  instead  of  suppositions,  which 
he  could  hare  had  without  going  to  the  Treasury, 
Tiz:  Inl793,(hi8 year,) the CivUListcost$368,241. 
The  eentleman  has  charged  it  at  $500,000.  Ano- 
ther uict:  In  1793,  the  Muitary  E^blishment,  in- 
cluding pensions,  cost  $i;212,o31.  The  gentleman 
charses  that  item  at  $1,500,000.  But,  sir,  there  is 
another  item  of  very  considerable  importance, 
which  the  gentleman  seems  totallv  to  have  forgot^ 
ten,  that  is,"  Ad  act  lay  ing  additional  duties  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,"  passed  last  session,  com- 
menced oi>ermtifHL  the  1st  Julyt  1794,  and  which  is 
catimated  in  the  report  before  us  to  yield  $500,000, 
hot  which  I  hare  stated  will  produce  $750,000 
Add  error  in  Civil  List,  -  -  Ul,7du 
Sumin  Military  Establishment,  -  287,469 
Balance  made  by  Mr.  Ames,      -  126,000 

$1,305,238 

which  makes  a  balance,  after  paying  the  $600,000, 
of  1,305,228,  from  which  deduct  $380,000  contem- 
l^ted  to  be  raised  by  the  excises,  and  there  will 
remain  for  contingencies  and  for  purchases  of  the 
Debt,  (by  the  gentleman's  own^ystem,  and  surely 
a.  good  one,  of  taking  fact  instead  of  estimates  for 
our  guide,)  the  nett  sum  of  $025^228.  being  about 
$440,000  more  than  I  had  stated.  What  reason 
^en,  at  this  time,  for  continuing  those  laws  longer 
than  their  time*  say  until  June,  1797,  and  the  end 
<tf  the  nut  eeesian  thereaAen  against  which  time 
they  will  more  than  pay  on  the  sums  for  wfaioh 
they  stand  appropriated  1  For  instance,  all  the  re- 
venues to  be  raised  by  laws  passed  last  year^  were 
appropriated  to  pay  sundry  sums  amountmg  to 
$1,292,137.  Two  years  of  the  excises  in  question 
are  estimated  to  nett  $760,000.  One  year  of  the 
additional  duties  passed  last  session,  if  it  yields 
but  $533,000,  will  satisfy  the  whole  appropriation 
on  those  laws.  It  has  been  said,  that  I  have  not 
wovided  for  payment  of  the  l^nk  instalments  of 
$200,000,  which  must  commence  in  1796.  I  an- 
swer that  the  s(4ect  committee  had  not  reported 
oa  it.  I  took  the  doctmients  they  had  furnished 
the  House  for  my  governmenL  However,  I  now 
answer,  that  the  estimate  on  your  table  fhows  a 
balance  at  the  close  of  the  year  1795,  of  $510,000, 
with  which  they  m^y  pay  two  and  a  half  years 
bank  instalment  if  necessary,  and,  if  our  funds 
should  not  be  found  adequate  in  1797,  we  must 
either  continue  those  laws  then  expiring  or  sup- 
ply some  other  funds ;  however,  I  believe  that  no 
man  can  think  the  funds  will  be  inadequate.  It 
is  eaid,  that  I  am  willing  to  commit  the  Govem- 
ment  for  the  sum  wanted,  and  to  depend  on  sav- 
ings to  pay.  I  say  that  I  bring  forward  solid 
fundi,  but  I  will  go  farther,  and  establish  the  pay- 
ment by  appropriating  the  revenue  arising  irom 
the  imposts  laid  last  session,  which  nobody  will 
doubt  being  sufficient. 
The  <[entleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  W. 


Smith]  has  said,  and  has  been  supported  by  ■ 

gentleman  from  MasnchuseUs,  that  QovemnuM 
Saving  encouraired  manuiactures  by  protscdaj 
duties,  have  a  fair  and  just  ri^t  to  lay  exdaes« 
such  manufactures,  so  as  to  pay  for  the  revciuK 
that  Gtovernment  might  have  gained,  had  the  if 
tides  cmttinued  to  be  imported.  This  dedaittiia 
is  fair,  is  candid,  and  if  the  system  levying  eidie 
on  the  manufactures  of  sugar  and  snun  shooU  be 
continued  until  1801,  then  those  who  commeoct 
any  manufactories  in  future  will  not  have  a  ri^ 
to  complain,  the  intention  of  (xovernment  beisf 
thus  made  public.  But  if  this  is  the  system  it 
are  to  adopt,  why  not  at  once  lay  an  excite  ot 
all  manufactures  where  the  {Hrotecting  doty  ba 
enabled  the  manufacturer  to.exclvdeimptNlauoB! 
Why  not  lay  excises  on  the  fidlowing,  whohnt 
excluded  the  importing  of  sinulw  articles,  td 
who  eqiudly  may  be  said  to  have  obtained  a  bu>> 
nopoly  of  the  supply  of  their  respective  goods)  fii: 
Rope^mkers,  sadiuers,  boot- makers,  shoesnaM 
tanners,  curriers,  ship-builders,  carvers,  c^u» 
makers,  coach^akers,  and  a  variety  of  otbok 
Or,  why  not  lay  an  excise  on  the  foUowiU}  wi* 
have  in  many  States  obtained  the  same  bad  at 
monopoly  t  viz:  Sail  duck-makers,  paper-maim^ 
nailors,  cotton-manufaotnrers,  glass-makers,  bat- 
ters, watohand  clock-makers,  brush-^nakersjU^eetf- 
makers,  twine-spinners,  brewers,  and  a  variety  « 
others  1  My  neighbor  tMr.  Goodhdb]  wbiqiet^ 
because  sugar  and  snuttare  luxuries.  Graotfl^ 
yet  are  they  considered  necessary  by  those  w 
use  them;  and  I  ask  that  geatlemaa  nhxtbt* 
sugar  has  not  become  more  necessary  to  lu* 
thui  any  thing  that  can  be  Ainiisbed  by  eitur 
the  carv«r,  cabinet-malKr,  coach-maker,  cbtex- 
maker,  or  even  the  brewer  1  No,  Mr.  ChtinMt 
I  will  tell  you  the  true  reason— because  it  woolfl 
have  been  unpopular  and  alarming.  nt* 
two  objects  called  luxuries,  whose  maniuUtuH* 
are  not  more  than  thirty-four  in  the  Union— iW 
are  so  few  they  will  not  be  heard.  But  the  fit- 
cedent  once  obtained,  we  can  proceed  to  leTy  u 
excise  upon  all  or  any  other  manufacture;  for  oae 
precedent  is  worth  one  hundred  fine-spun  resfW- 
Sir.  the  cause  of  the  sugar-bakers  and  anar 
makers  is  that  of  all  and  every  other  muunc- 
turer,  for  all  are  attacked  through  them. 

Mr.  MADiaoN  did  not  think  that  the  turnvua 
the  debate  had  taken  was  at  all  a  ptoftt  «*■ 
The  question  before  the  House  was  cnly  thit: 
whether  it  was  at  present  proper  to  pndou  tkt 
taxes  comprehended  in  the  resraution  t  The  Hon* 
can,  for  this  time,  go  on  without  deciding  we 

raiat.  The  proper  statement  of  the  flo**"* 
ereafter  would  perhaps  be,  whether  it  was  tio- 
ter  to  proceed  with  excising  all  those  article* » 
manufacture  mentioned  by  the  gentleman  lr<» 
Maryland,  or  to  lay  one  general  and  efficient  Ui 
on  property.  The  present  taxes  consisted  of  iwj 
sorts,  viz :  permanent,  as  the  impost,  Sic^  >* 
temporary,  as  the  excises  in  question-  The 
maoeot  taxes  could  therefore  be  applied  toiw| 
permanent  object  of  reducing  the  Public 
and  the  temporary  taxes  to  the  temff^l 
as  the  Military  Establishment,  &c.  In  ' 


Digitized  by  GooqIc 


119 


msTOBT  OF  coimsBm. 


ARnABT,  179&] 


he  (^aestion  adced  whether  the  Public  Debt  could 
►e  discharged  by  taxes  for  two  years,  it  would  be 
IS  proper  to  ask  whether  a  Military  Establisfameot 
o  which  DO  appropriations  could  be  Coostitu- 
ionally  made  for  more  than  two  years,  ou^t  to 
►e  provided  for  by  taxes  'of  iudefiaite  coutinu- 
Ukeel  He  did  not  deny  that  there  might  be  a 
'erendonary  appropriation  of  such  taxes  to  the 
^bUe  Debt  aftier  the  tempoanr  purpose  should 
lare  exinred.  B«t  Ae  prftcticalHlity  of  suoh  an 
trraai^ement  wu  not  a  sufficient  answer  to  the 
>bjeeuona  against  making  pennanent  new  taxes 
nneeitain  in  their  produo^  contested  in  their  prin- 
sifdes,  and  which  had  been  adopted  under  other 
eiTonmstanees  for  other  piuposes. 

The  present  subject,  he  said,  in  relation  to  the 
discharge  of  the  Public  Debt,  had  io  every  view 
been  extremely  magnified.  Its  importance  lay, 
he  thought,  chiefly  in  its  leading  the  auentiou  of 
the  Committee  to  a  compnriwjn  of  the  two  gen- 
eral resources  for  payiog  off  ilie  Public  Debt, 
namely,  excises  and  taxes  apportioned  on  the  sever- 
al States  according  to  the  Constitutional  rule,  and 
coUaeted  from  individaals  according  to  their  pro- 

rty.   If  nothing  more  was  intended  than  mere- 
to  pay  the  annDal  two  per  cent,  which  the 
fbodiw  law  permitted  Congress  to  pay,  it  way 
probable  the  impost  alone  might  yield  a  compe- 
tent sar|diu,  witnont  resorting  either  to  excises, 
or  amortioned  taxes.  Bnt  if,  as  was  professed,  and 
as,  he  hoped,  was  intended,  a  great  and  effective 
pom  was  to  be  sought  after,  for  the  purpose  of 
tireeing  the  public  from  the  evil  of  the  Debt  with 
as  much  despatch  as  possible,  we  must  then  face 
the  ahemative  of  a  system  of  excues,  or  of  a 
general  tax  on  property.   Between  these  different 
modes  of  revenue,  a  choice  was  to  be  made.  He 
pressed  it  on  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  that 
if  excises  were  to  be  preferred,  it  was  in  vain  to 
hope  they  could  be  limited  to  a  few  trifling  sub- 
ject!, sueh  as  manu&ctured  snuff  and  sugar. 
They  must  be  extended  to  all  the  manufactures 
mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Matvland  [Mr. 
S.  Smith.]  The  ^ole  country  would  be  cov- 
ered in  fact  with  excises.  Everr  nMnu&ctory 
must  be  made  to  ccmtribote,  and  even  then  it 
would  not  be  possible  to  draw  forth  as  much  rev- 
enue  as  would  be  paid  in  the  other  mode.  He 
was  aware  that  objections  and  wejndices  exiated 
agaiosta  tax  laid  on  property.   He  regretted  that 
such  a  difference  of  opmioa  prevailed,  not  only 
in  Congress,  but  in  different  parts  of  the  Union, 
oo  this  subject.   He  was  persuaded,  nevertheless, 
that  a  tax  on  property  was  not  only  a  more  eco- 
nomical, and  in  every  respect  a  more  eligible  re- 
source, than  8  general  system  of  excises,  yielding 
the  same  amount  of  revenue,  but  that,  on  the 
whole,  a  majority  of  the  people  of  America  would 
be  found  less  averse  to  it.   He  could  speak  with 
confidence  on  this  point,  as  far  as  his  own  com- 
monieations  extended.   Mncb^  he  thought,  of  the 
disliitt  to  a  tax  on  property  might  be  removed  by 
taking  different  objects  in  different  States,  as 
might  be  most  convenient  or  aceejMaUe  to  them. 

This  was  perfectly  consistoit  With  the  Consti- 
totion,  Whieh  did  not  require  nnifhrmity  in  this 


[^ovR. 


instance.  In  smne  States  a  tax  on  land,  in  others 
a  tax  on  other  articles  of  property,  or  partly  on 
land  and  partly  on  other  articles,  might  be  most 
satisfactory;  and  the  tax  laws  of  the  States  would 
always  assist  in  -digesting  the  regulations  for  the 
purpose.  He  supposed  that  if  this  course  should 
be  taken,  a  million,  or  even  two  millions,  of  dol- 
lars or  more,  could  be  raised  in  a  year,  and  that 
the  peo[de  would  be  willing  to  make  such  an  ex* 
ertion,  radier  than  be  saddutd  wfth  a  pennanent 
Debt;  whereas  he  did  not  believe  diat  an  excise 
system,  if  extended  to  every  article  manufactured 
in  the  country,  could  be  made  to  produce  any 
thing  like  such  a  sum.  If,  however,  he  was  de- 
ceived in  this  point,  and  a  general  system  of  eX' 
cises  adequate  to  the  purpose  should  be  proposed, 
and  it  should  be  apparent  that  the  geoenl  dispo- 
sition was  more  favoraUe  to  snch  a  system  than 
to  a  tax  apportioned  in  the  manner  prescribed  in 
the  Conslitutiou,  he  was  ready  to  give  up  h»» 
objections.  Much  as  he  disliked  excises,  he 
thought  a  perpetual  Public  Debt  a  still  greater 
evil.  But  he  snould  much  prefer  another  system, 
and  he  repeated  the  caution,  that  the  alternative 
was  not  between  a  tax  on  property,  and  the  petty 
excises  in  question,  whieh  could  not  be  felt  in  the 
work  of  ffinbng  the  Debt;  bnt  between  such  » 
tax  and  enises  spread  over  a  sufficient  number  of 
manufactures  to  |Hrodoee  equal  sum  of  rev^ 
eaue.  He  again  also  suggested  to  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  that  tae  question  was,  not 
whether  the  laws  shonU  be  repealed,  but  whether 
they  should  remain  as  they  stood  till  their  merit 
could  be  better  known,  and  the  whole  subject  be 
more  fully  taken  up;  and  that  all  that  was  at  this 
time  aimed  at  with  respect  to  the  Debt,  would  he 
attained  by  allotting  the  tempcwary  part  of  tiie 
revenue  to  temporary  purposes. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  and  Mr.  Datton  also  spoke 
each  a  few  words.  The  Committee  then  rose, 
the  Chairman  reprated  progress,  and  tiie  House 
adjourned. 


Monday,  January  19. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Epaphras 
Jones  and  others,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing the  plan  referred  to  in  his  Letter  of  the  six- 
teenth instant,  for  ^e  improvement  and  manage- 
ment of  the  public  revenue,  together  with  sundiy 
statements,  marked  A,  B,-C,  D,  E,  and  P,  relative 
thereto  ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire and  report  on  the  expediency  of  erecting  a 
light-house  near  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of 
Georgetown,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Mr.  Grove,  and  Mr.  Behtoh. 

Tdbsdat,  January  20. 
A  petition  of  Tobias  Lord,  and  others,  of  Ken- 
neboak,  in  the  State  of  Maiisaehiuetts,  wu  pr^ 
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rented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  to  be  reim~ 
bursed  the  expense  of  erecting  a  stone  pier  at  the 
entrance  of  Kennehunk  rirer;  and  for  that  pur- 
pose, as  well  as  to  keep  the  same  in  repair,  that 
they  may  be  authorized  to  collect  tonnage  on  ship- 
ping of  a  certain  burden,  which  shall  pass  or  re- 
pass the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  he  referred  to 
Mr.  Goodhue,  Mr.  Van  Allbn,  and  Mr.  Ward; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 
port the  6amc,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  House. 

A  petition  of  Francis  Proctor,  late  Captain  of 
a  company  of  artillery  raised  by  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  praying  that  such  allowance  may 
be  made  him  for  recrmtiug  a  number  of  soldiers 
for  the  Continental  Army,  and  for  hardships  and 
injuries  sustained  while  a  prisoner  taken  by  the 
enemy,  when  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  late  war,  as  to  the  wisdmn  of 
Congress  shall  seem  meet. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition,  together  with 
the  petition  of  William  Seymour,  presented  the 
13th  of  March  last,  and  the  report  of  a  commit- 
tee thereon,  and  the  petition  of  Sarah  Beacham, 
returned  on  the  31st  ultimo,  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Clauns. 

Mr.  FiTZsiMons,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  to  repeal  part  of  the  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the 
exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  encou- 
raging the  importation  of  the  same which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Tbacy,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  committed  the  bill  sent  from  the  Se- 
nate, entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  setUement 
of  the  claim  of  Samuel  Prioleau,"  made  a  report, 
which  was  read.  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  and  report  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  QoODBDB,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
''An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  col- 
lection of  the  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on 
the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels;"  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  ''for  enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  ves- 
sels to  be  employed  in  the  coasting-trade  and  fish- 
eries, and  for  regulating  the  same;"  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and 
reported  several  amendments  thereto. 

Ordered.  That  the  sau]  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  Re  on  the  table. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  and  report  on  the  expediency 
oC  erecting  a  fight-house  near  the  entrance  of  the 
harbor  of  Georgetown,  in  the  State  of  South  Ca- 
rolina, made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Wbote  House,  on  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
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of  Joab  Stafford ;  and,  after  some  time  sprat  there- 
in, the  Committee  rose  and  reported  a  reaolatioii, 
wnich  was  twice  read  and  agrrad  to  1^  the  Home, 

as  follows: 

Reaolved,  That  all  persons  iriio  hare  ban,  or 
shall  be,  placed  on  the*pension  list  of  the  United 
Slates,  by  virtue  of  the  law  passed  on  the  28th  of 
February,  1793.  entitled  "An  act  to  relate  the 
claims  to  invalid  pensions,"  shall  be  deemed  to 
commence  die  receipt  of  their  respective  month- 
ly allowances,  at  the  date  of  their  c<»iipletiBg 
their  testimimy  before  the  Commisatmers  wke 
took  the  same;  that  no  arrears,  in  any  case,  be  al- 
lowed; and  that  the  payment  of  such  monthly 
allowance  be  continued  during  the  continnanc 
of  :>uch  disability. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  the  Commil- 
tee  of  Claims  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

PROTECTION  OP  THE  PRONTIERS, 
Mr.  FiTZBiMONs  laid  on  the  table  the  followug 

motion: 

"  Revived,  That  the  Prendent  be  reqiMled  to  cmk 
to  be  laid  beibre  the  House  a  plan  Sat  tbs  ddimce  aai 
protection  of  tha  frontier  of  tbe  United  Stately  and  ia- 
clading  the  number  uS  ttoagB  necessaiy  fi«  gairiaoBBg 
the  same." 

Mr.  Madison  hoped  that  the  gentleman  did  boi 
mean  to  press  the  consideration  of  his  motion  this 
day.  It  was  of  great  novelty  and  ma^tude.  Mr. 
M.  doubted  if  it  was  agreeable  to  the  Constitutioo. 

Mr.  Vbnable  thought  that  so  many  motions  of 
this  kind  would  abrid^  the  business  of  the  House 
One  day  the  Secretary  of  War  sends  us  directtons; 
the  second  day^  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaory 
sends  us  directions;  a  third  day,  we  are  to  hare 
directions  from  another  Department,  and  so  on. 
He  hoped  that  the  House  would  do  their  own  bu- 
siness themselves. 

The  questi<Hi  was  then  put,  Shall  the  Hoose 
now  proceed  to  consider  this  motion? 

Mr.  Page  did  not  think  himself  in  want  of  the 
information  referred  to  in  this  resolution.  He  was 
entirely  averse  to  establishing  of  posts.  .If  they 
are  weak,  .the  Indians  will  cut  them  off:  if  strong, 
they  will  pass  through  between  them.  Any  money 
laid  out  on  them  he  should  consider  as  cast  away. 

Mr.  Dayton  could  not  give  his  assent  to  the 
resolution  offered  by  Mr.  FiTzatMOHS,  because  it 
encroached  upon  the  Constitutional  powers,  rights, 
and  duties  of  the  Fbesidbnt,  and  because  it  called 
for  information  which  it  would  not  be  prudent  or 
safe  for  him  to  give,  nor  practicable,  even  if  il 
were  safe.  To  cul  upon  the  President  to  digest 
and  lay  before  the  House  a  systematic  plan  whicb 
he  must  thereby  in  some  measure  l^edge  Kitipi»lf 
to  adhere  tOj  for  the  present  year,  lor  toe  deCmee 
of  the  frmtiers;  to  request  or  him  to  infonn  the 
Representatives  in  what  manner  he  intouled  le 
exercise  the  discretion  which  the  Cmstitalitm  had 
vested  in  him  as  the  Executive,  was  highly  ia- 

J roper,  and  ought  never  to  be  drawn  into  prece- 
ent.  Mr.  D.  added,  that  the  resoluti<m  was  ob- 
jectionaUe  in  every  possible  light  in  which  it 
cotild  be  viewed.  It  would  be  very  impradeat  lo 
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demure  to  the  irorld  the  exact  number  of  men 
in^ich  were  to  compose  ererr  garrisoa  through- 
oat  onr  extmsiTe  frontiers  and  country.  It  would 
likewise  be  impossible  for  any  man,  even  the  Pre- 
8IDBNT  himself^  to  decide,  at  this  time,  where  it 
might  be  necessary  to  erect  forts  and  establish 
garrisons,  in  the  interval  of  time  between  this  and 
the  next  session  of  Congress.  The  reasons  against 
the  measure  appeared  to  Mr.  D.  sufficiently  strong, 
eren  without  taking  into  consideration  the  yet 
unsettled  state  of  our  negotiations  with  ^itain, 
and  the  continuance  of  Indian  hostilities,  which 
would  give  to  them  additional  strength,  and  of 
themselves  furnish  irresistible  objections,  if  no 
other  existed. 

Mr.  Parker  would  be  glad  to  get  such  inform- 
ation. He  saw  nothing  presumptuous  or  uncon- 
stitutional in  asking  this  opinion;  and  he  also 
thought  the  present  a  fit  time  for  doing  so.  If  the 
Prbsident,  who,  like  odier  men,  was  fallible,  gare 
wrong  advice,  the  House  had  only  to  act  for  them- 
sdres.  Where  we  And  him  right,  I  hope  (said 
Bilr.  P.)  that  we  shall  support  him ;  where  we  find 
him  wrong,  we  will  be  cautious  of  adopting  his 
opinions.  He  thought  it  particularly  requisite  to 
fix  tills  business  of  me  frontier,  as  far  as  it  can  be 
dme,  before  entering  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Public  Debt;  that  we  may  learn,  as  near  as  pos- 
sible, the  amount  of  the  expense  to  be  incurred. 

Mr.  BooDiNOT  did  not  object  to  the  Constitu- 
tionality of  the  resolution,  but  he  had  much  doubt 
of  its  propriety.  He  moved,  as  an  amendment,  to 
strike  out  the  first  clause  of  the  resolution,  and 
instead  of  "the  Presidbnt,"  to  read,  "that  acom- 
mittee  be  appointed  to  report  on  the  subject." 

Mr.  FrrzaiMONS  said,  that  a  committee  which 
went  to  the  same  tiling  had  been  appointed  al- 
ready. He  withdrew  hu  resolution. 


Wednesday,  January  21. 

Mr.  Dbxtbr,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  reviving  certain  suits  and  pro- 
cess which  have  been  discontinued  in  the  District 
Court  of  Pennsylvania;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  ''An  act  further  extending  the  time  for  re- 
ceiving on  Loan  the  E>omestic  Debt  of  the  United 
States;"  and,  after  snne  time  spent  therein,  the 
Cfaurman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  hUl  luder  consideration,  and  made  no 
amendment  thereto.  The  said  bill  was  read  the 
tlurd^time,  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sbbrbdrrb,  Mr.  Benjamin 
BoDBNE,  Mr.  Watts,  Mr.  Boodinot,  Mr.  Lati- 
XEB,  Mr.  WiLLiAH  Smith,  Mr.  Niles,  and  Mr. 
Qrbbmup,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  14th  instant,  to  report  a  phtn  for  perfecting 
a  road  between  the  Southern  and  Eastern  States. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the 
elaton  of  Samuel  Frioleau;^  and,  after  snne  time 
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spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  repeated 
an  amendment,  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House.  The  said  biU^  with  the  amend- 
ment, was  then  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  further  provision  in  cftses  of  draw- 
backs,"  with  several  amendments;  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing a  statement  oi^  the  amount  of  goods  paying  a 
duty  of  seven-and'B-half,  and  ten  per  cent.,  im- 
ported from  the  1st  day  of  January  to  the  31st  day 
of  December,  1793,  inclusive.  Also,  the  amount 
of  the  duties  on  coffee,  cocoa,  and  coal,  for  the 
same  time,  pursuant  to  tne  resolution  of  this  House 
of  the  16th  instant;  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

PROTECTION  OF  THE  FRONTIERS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  examine  and  report  what  proceed- 
ings have  been  bad  under  the  act  "for  making 
forther  and  more  efiectual  provision  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,"  and 
to  report  whether  any,  and  what,  amendments  are 
necessary  to  the  several  laws  respecting  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment,  and  the  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Dearborn  read  a  resolution,  the  substance 
of  which  was,  that  in  considering  this  question  the 
view  should  be  limited  to  a  defensive  system  only. 
This  motion  produced  a  very  long  conversatitm. 

Mr.  Davtoh  declared  that  he  would  never  con- 
sent to  a  defettsive  system  only,  while  Britain  was 
in  poesession  of  the  Western  posts.  It  would  he 
a  wrong  policy  to  reduce  the  army  of  Oenenl 
Wayne. 

Mr.  Hartley  spoke  against  the  propriety  of 
passing  this  preliminary  resolution.  Such  reso- 
lutions hi^ve  generally  a  tendency  to  embarrass. 
If,  upon  consideration,  we  think  the  number  of 
troops  too  large,  we  may  reduce  them.  But  why 
tell  our  Southern  friends,  who  are  now  bleeding, 
and  call  upon  us  to  protect  and  assist  them,  and 
desire  more  offensive  operations  against  their 
savage  neighbors,  that  we  will  not  comply  with 
their  wishes?  Our  Western  army  has  been  suc- 
cessftd;  and  by  giving  it  the  proper  aid  and  coun- 
tenance, we  may  expect  a  peace  with  the  West- 
ern Indians.  Bnt  now,  to  say  that  we  will  no 
longer  keep  an  army;  that  our  troops  are  to  be 
thrown  into  posts,  and  give  the  field  to  the  In- 
dians, would  be  highly  impolitic.  WiU  this  not 
encourage  them  to  risk  another  campaign?  Will 
it  be  prudent  to  let  your  posts,  far  advanced  in  the 
Indian  counury,  rely  upon  supplies  to  be  broug^it 
under  escorts  of  militia — militia  horse,  which  costs 
double  the  expense  of  the  same  number  of  regu- 
lar troops?  Why  should  the  latter  s(^ely  depend 
upon  the  militia  to  convey  them  provisions,  when 
they  would  be  willing  to  run  the  risk  themselves, 
if  their  number  was  kept  up  in  a  proper  manner? 

Mr.  H.  was  Borry  that  obgecQOBs  are  lo 
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qnentlv  made  agunst  the  legion  which  has  been 
ao  useful.  It  has  been  said,  that  regulars  were 
unfit  to  go  againct  the  Indians.  Experience  has 
shown  us  the  cmtrarjr.  Th&  discipline  has  been 
fitted  to  the  nature  oi  the  serrice,  and  has  been 
successful.  The  regulars  had  the  greatest  share 
ui  the  late  engagement,  but  still  we  know  there 
were  near  two  thousand  volunteers  from  Ken- 
tucky ready  to  support  them.  This  support  is 
withdrawn;  still  you  wish  to  weaken  this  little 
army.  You  disorganize  it,  by  leaving  no  provi- 
sion for  horse  in  the  proposed  rexolution,  wmch  is 
to  follow,  [t  is  well  known  bow  useful  the  horse 
have  been  in  the  legjon.  I  think'  we  ought  to 
continue  the  legion  until  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress. We  hare  reason  to  believe  that  the  re- 
cruiting service,  as  to  part  of  General  Wayne's 
axmy,  is  in  a  critical  situation.  We  dtould  do 
nottuDg  to  discourage  the  recruiting  sezrice.  A 
late  law  was  passed  giving  further  encouragement 
to  the  recruiting  service;  officers  are  scattered 
throughout  the  Uaion:  but,  with  this  ^courage- 
matt,  and  the  greatest  industry  of  the  officers,  we 
have  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  legion  will  be 
completed  before  tbe  next  session.  Nay,  with  the 
utmost  countenance,  I  fear  we  shall  not  be  able  to 
do  more  than  bring  a  sufficient  number  of  men 
into  the  field  against  the  season  for  action.  I  wish 
for  peace:  but,  to  obtain  it,  we  should  be  {vepared 
for  war.  I  would  be  for  proceeding  according  to 
the  spirit  of  the  last  law,  until  next  session.  If 
we  should  hare  peace,  or  circumstances  change, 
we  may  then  saicly  reduce  the  number.  I  hold 
(he  pceUminary  resolution  improper,  and  shall 
rote  aninst  it 

Mr.  Sbdgwiok  mored  that  the  Comraittee  rise, 
for  the  pnrpoBe  of  his  making  a  motimk  for  apfdy- 
ing  to  the  Phwidbht'  to  get  information  on  this 
pout. 

Mr.  MvKRAY  could  not  agree  with  those  who 
had  preceded  him,  in  arguing  for  the  reduction  of 
the  army.  He  was  against  any  reduction  of 
force,  as  was  intended  by  the  resolution,  by  which 
thepresent  establishment  was  to  be  reduced  from 
5,000  down  to  two  regiments ;  it  is  an  abandon- 
ment of  every  sound  principle  of  self-defence 
known  to  any  nation  in  a  state  of  war.  He  con- 
sidered the  resolution  in  three  or  four  points  of 
Ttewas  very  interesting.  Peace  with  the  Indians 
In  the  Ntwthwestan  country—British  Posts— 
Southvestera  territc«T— Defence,  and  generally 
Posts,  or  a  chain  of  Forts,  on  the  frontiers.  As 
the  radnotion  of  force  a^ted  either  of  these 

Eints,  be  thought  it  injurious}  as  it  affected  the 
ped-for  peace  with  the  Indians,  it  was  very 
unsound  policy  surely  to  reduce  your  army  at  the 
moment  you  have  gnined  a  victory  that  entitles 
you  to  look  for  an  lionorable  peace.  The  only 
way  to  reap  the  fruits  of  victory  was  to  retain  the 
power  of  repeating  it,  if  the  obstinacy  of  the  ene- 
my fhall  render  repetition  necessary.  The  surest 
way  to  lose  the  wofitK  of  your  victory  is  to  dimin- 
ish your  decided  superiority  of  force.  You  would 
thus,  by  weakentng  yourselves,  strengthen  the 
enemy;  and  they  would  rejoice,  if^  in  the  moment 
when  they  were  ddeated,  «*d  tmif  to  send  the 


bel^  the  eaUuBoet  of  peace,  Utey  discovoied  in 
their  enemies  a  di^osition.to  relax  in  the  eSms 
br  which  you  had  reduced  them  to  hoiuiliiT- 
The  ardor  of  the  distressed  warrior  will  reua 
when  he  finds  you  are  tired  or  uawiUtngiud 
we  must  expect,  that  if  the  tribes  gain  i^eUj- 
gence  of  this  motion,  that  they  will  amuse  j» 
by  signs-of  peace  till  they  find  you  have  reduced 
your  force,  and  they  will  then  burst  upoa  fuir 
frontier.  The  leelin^s  whicU  you  have  eicittd 
by  victory,  though  brilliant  to  you,  are  tuch  u 
must  hare  added  to  their  rancor.  You  nu]r  bo: 
them  into  a  submission  to  your  terins,  but  w 
will  never  drub  them  into  friendship,  la  utt 
they  will  watch  your  moments  of  relaxatioii,ai 
avail  themselves  of  your  errors.  Peace  k  At 
object  of  war,  but  it  is  the  price  of  continaeda- 
ertiou  and  vigilance.  Ail  wi»e  nations  keep  iIk 
sword  uneheathed  until  its  object  is  amfiad^ 
attained ;  and  perhaps  there  is  hardly  aBfthiig 
more  fallacious  ^an  the  h<^  which  is  iMpnl 

!r  rictory,  if  cautious  prudence  does  not  am- 
ete  the  business  before  exertion  is  relaxed.  Tk 
ritish  posts  present  another  object.  It  u  ddm- 
cessary  to  ^y  much  of  them ;  but  when  we  led- 
lect  that  they  may  possibly  produce  a  war,  it  ap- 
pears to  be  the  height  of  impolicy  to  weaken  ou 
means  before  the  end  is  obtaintid.  The  papenis 
the  table  show  the  state  of  the  Southwesteru  Tti- 
ritory ;  a  crasiderable  force  will  be  essential  tben 
The  Creeks  either  wage  war,  or  threaten  it:  teit 
is  a  vulnerable  {dace,  to  which  a  memorial  of  tin' 
District  has  powerfully  called  the  attention  of 
Congress.  But  suppo&iug  a  peace  alr«uly  esab- 
lished,  and  the  British  iwvite  in  possession,  lie  y 
prehended  that  the  numwr  of  posts  necesaaiy  fn 
the  fnmtier  would  call  for  an  establishineDi 
as  large  as  the  present.  Some  one  pan  of  cbc 
frontier  will  be  always  open  to  attack.  Werelht 
IndiaDs  a  civilized  peopie,  reduced  intoarwohi 
order  of  society,  and  under  laws  capable  of 
mising  something  like  good  faith  to  their  enoP* 
ments,  fewer  troops  would  be  necessary-  W( 
might  calculate  the  less  on  the  necessity  of  ^o"* 
to  watch  contingencies  and  sudden  irmptiwi' 
compacts  had  more  solemnity  and  obligation ;  Un 
they  are  not  to  be  relied  on.  They  fotm  otA* 
whole  Dation,  iwr  even  a  confederated  bod;  oi 
nations,  except  for  temporary  objects.  Eacii 
is  savage,  unconnected,  and  insulated,  so  u  u>  o; 
clude  the  just  e»ectation  of  permanency  w 
uniformity  m  the  oqjects  or  duration  d*  theit » 
gage  meats.  So  it  is,  that  the^  will  forerei  wBi 
themselves  injured,  and  will  for  years  bold  theft- 
selres  in  rcaduiess  to  mttke  war  the  mm^^J 
weak  part  appears.  Of  course,  you  will  be  obli^M 
if  you  mean  to  defend  your  frontiers,  to 
posts  ctwtiguous  to  each  other,  that  may  tq^ 
their  incursions. 

Mr.  Shitu  said,  that  he  should  rote  for  J' 
rising  of  the  CommUtee,  for  the  purpose  «  ^ 
tainiag  information. 

Mr.  Wadbwobtb  (in  answer  to  Mr.  Moir*^) 
nid,  that  the  Indians  would  always  thiuki^' 
selves  injured,  and  would  always  hare  a  ^'fj 
think  so,  beq«na«  they  alwaf"  ^ 


Digitized  by 


HISTORY  OF  GONOREBS. 


1196 


Jajioahy,  1795.] 


and  always  will  be  iiijw«d.  The  Six  Nations,  it 
is  said  by  some  gentleiaen,  are  now  at  peace  with 
as.  But,  when  were  they  at  war  with  us?  They 
have  been  so  used  to  be  robbed  and  murdered  by 
U8j  that  they  submit  tamely  to  it.  There  was  no- 
thing like  war  lately.  The  two  different  nations, 
whites  and  Indians,  were  livintf  together  in  the 
same  villages.  It  is  true,  they  had  l>een  advised 
to  object  to]  the  Establishment  at  Presqu'Isle: 
but,  if  an  army  had  he^a  sent  into  their  country 
at  that  time.  Mr.  W.  did  not  believe  that  they 
would  have  fired  a  shot.  It  never  could  be  made 
out  that  so  many  as  twenty  of  them  were  con- 
cerned in  the  war  with  the  Miamis.  He  said, 
that  since  the  day  when  the  first  white  man  land- 
ed, the  Indians  always  have  been  injured.  He 
duKight  it  Tcry  proper  to  inquire  for  advice  on 
this  subject  <tf  the  PaBsiDBNT.  He  is  not  only  a 
^tMiDBKT,  bat  a  soldier.  He  was  born  and  bred 
on  the  frontier.  He  is  well  acquainted  with  the 
Indiaas,  and,  indepmdrat  of  his  abilities,  no  man 
in  this  House  has  had  more  personal  opportoni- 
ties  of  being  a  judge  respecting  them.  He  was 
not  for  reducing  the  army,  but  he  should  very 
willingly  rote  for  the  resolution  uiggested  by  Mr. 
Sedowick.   He  wished  the  Committee  to  rise. 

Mr.DsAABoaN  withdrew  his  motion.  TheCom- 
miitee  rose,  and  progress  was  reported. 

Mr.  Sgmwiok  then  moved,  that  the  PaEBiBHUT 
or  THE  Unitbd  Statbs  be  requested  to  direct  the 
ptoper  officer  to  lay  before  the  House  a  statement 
of  the  number  of  troops  that  will  be  necessary  to 
maintain  sueh  a  line  of  military  posts  as  it  will  be 
expedient  to  establish,  effectually  to  protect  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Fags  said,  he  saw  no  material  difference 
between  it  and  that  which  the  good  humor  and 
eandor  of  the  member  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
FnzsiHOHsJ  yesterday  withdrew;  that  he  hoped 
the  same  good  disposition  would  lead  the  meuiber 
from  Massachusetts  to  withdraw  his;  that  it  was, 
till  yesterday,  without  a  precedent;  that  nothing 
but  a  certainty  of  unusual  dangers  from  an  ene- 
my on  our  frontiers,  it  would  be  thought,  could 
hare  given  rise  to  such  motions.  If  the  Fresiobnt 
was  not  called  on  for  the  plan  of  defence,  or  for 
his  opinion  reacting  the  number  of  troops  ne- 
cessary for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  last  year, 
when  war  raged  in  that  quarter,  and  we  were 
every  day  tula  here  that  we  should  be  plunged 
into  a  war  with  Britain— why,  when  the  Indians 
have  been  chastised  into  a  wish  for  peace,  and  no 
one  has  an  idea  of  being  engued  in  a  war  with 
Britain,  should  he  now  he  called  on?  As  to  in- 
formation, it  is  in  the  hands  of  a  committee,  to 
whom  was  referredthe  Pbesident's  Message  and 
the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

After  some  further  debate,  the  motion  made  by 
Mr.  Sbdgwice  was  finally  carried — yeas 40,  nays  37. 

Onierw^  That  Mr.  Sbdowlck  and  Mr.  Habt- 
unr  he  ^MMiiUed  a  committee  ta  wait-on  the  Pan- 
sinuT  wuh  the  ksefgeiag  nsolutiDQ. 

TatJBBDAY,  Jaaiury  9S. 
An  engroBsed  bill  for  reviThig  oeriain  suits  a*d 
process  which  hare  been  discontinued  in  the  Dis* 


[H.ovK. 


trict  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  was  read  tile  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any, 
and  what,  alteration  is  necessary  to  be  made  u 
the  laws  respecting  lost  or. destroyed  certificateS| 
which  lay  upon  the  table.  Whereupon, 

Rewlved,  That  any  alteration  in  the  act  *'  limit- 
ing the  time  for  presenting  claims  for  destroyed 
certificates  of  certain  descriptions,"  would  be  im- 
proper ;  and  that  all  claims  for  lost  or  destroyed 
certificates,  not  comprehended  in  the  provisions 
of  the  said  act,  ought  to  be  decided  on  by  the  Le- 
gislature according  to  their  respective  merits. 

Mr.  Dayton,  from  the  committee  a{^inted  to 
prepare  and  report  a  plan  further  to  provide  for 
calling  forth  the  MiliUa  of  the  United  States  to 
execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrec- 
tions, and  repel  invasions,  made  a  report,  which 
was  read.  Whereupon, 

Budved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  report  a  bill  to  provide  Tor  callipg 
lorth  the  Militia  of  the  United  States  to  execute 
the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and 
repel  invasions,  and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force 
for  those  purposes. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Daytok,  Mr.  Habtlit, 
Mr.  Benjamin  Bocbkb,  Mr.  Habbison,  and  Mr. 
McDowell,  be  ^^inted  a  committee,  pursuant 
to  the  said  resolution. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  further  provisions  in  cases  of 
drawbacks;"  aiM  the  awoae  being  read,  were 
agreed  to. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  CtHnmitiee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  An 
act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
within  the  United  States  f  and,  after  anne  time 
spent  therein,  the  ConuBittee  rose  and  r^Kwted 
proffress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  said  biu,  and  that  it  be  recommitted -to 
Mr.  SuERBUBNB,  Mr.  Habtley,  Mr.  Dbabbobn, 
Mr.  McDowBLL,  and  Mr.  CbtsENOP. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Comnutteeof 
the  Whoie  House  on  the  bill  for  the  remiasiott«f 
thetonaegedntiesoncertainFreBehTesads.  The 
Committee  rose  and  r^orted  the  bill  witbont 
amendment. 

Ordertd,  That  the  said  bill  be  engroased,  anff 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Traoy.  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  supplemBntary  to  the  act  cfHwern- 
in^  invalids ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
nutted. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Charles 
Heems;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  their  disagreement 
to  the  same.  The  House  then  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  said  report  at  the  Clerk's  table:  where- 
upon,  the  question  being  taken,  thfit  the  House  do 
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agree  wiA  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
in  their  disagreement  to  the  said  report,  it  was  re- 
solved in  the  affirmative. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments,- reported  yesterday,  from  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House,  to  the  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  "  for  enrolling  and  licennng  ships  or  ves- 
sels to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fishe- 
ries, and  for  regulating  the  same and,  the  said 
amendments  beio/  severally  twice  read,  were 
•  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Parker,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  establishing  trading-houses  for 
the  purpose  of  supptyiuff  the  Indian  nationt*  within 
the  United  States ;  which  was  re^  twice,  and 
committed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution, 
reported  on  the  fil\h  instant,  from  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  to  whom  was  referred  the 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  and 
report  on  the  expedwaey  of  making  any  further 
alterations  in  the  laws  of  the  United  States  rela- 
tive to  the  cession  of  the  jurisdiction  by  particular 
States,  in  lands,  where  are  established,  or  may,  by 
l^w,  be  directed  to  be  built  and  established,  light- 
houses, buoys,  and  puUio  piers ;  and  the  said  reso- 
lution being  twice  read,  was  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  follows : 

Jtesolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  declaring  that  cessions  of  jurisdic- 
tion made  by  any  State  in  lands,  where  have  been 
erected,  or  may,  by  law,  he  provided  to  be  erected 
ajid  i^aced,  tight-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  pub- 
lic piers,  with  a  reservation  of  c<mcurrent  juris- 
diction, so  far  as  shall  authorize  the  service  of  the 
process,  civil  and  criminal,  under  the  authority  of 
mich  State,  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  cessions  of 
jurisdictioii^  in  ptnsuaace  of  the  laws  providing 
for  the  maintenance  and  erection  of  lisht-hotises, 
beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers ;  and  that,  where 
absolute  cessions  for  such  purposes  have  been 
made,  the  States  who  have  made  the  same,  shall, 
notwithstanding,  be  entitled  to  exercise  and  re- 
tain a  concurrent  jurisdiction,  so  far  as  shall  au- 
thorize the  service  of  process,  civil  and  criminal, 
under  their  authority,  within  the  ceded  Territory. 

Ordered  That  Mr.  Coit,  Mr.  TasnwELL,  and 
Mr.  Lee,  be  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to 
y  the  said  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire and  report  on  the  expediency  of  continuing 
in  force,  or  repealing,  the  whole  or  part  of  the  act, 
entitled  **  An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  exportation  of  anus  and  ammunition,  and  en- 
couraging the  importation  of  the  same."  And  a 
■  committee  was  appointed  of  Mr.  William  Smith, 
Mr.  Daytoic,  and  Mr.  Carnes. 

EXPORTATION  OF  ARMS. 

A  bill  was  read  from  the  Senate,  for  repealing 
pert  of  the  act  for  prohibiting  the  exportation  of 
arms,  and  encouraging  the  importation  of  the 
woe.  The  House  resolved  into  a  Committee, 


and  went  through  the  bill.  It  was  next  reid  ii 
the  House,  and  a  motion  wax  made  for  refiniv 
it  to  a  select  committee.  This  was  n^tim 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrosMdfort 
third  reading.  The  object  of  this  IhU  vts  u 
permit  an  exportation  of  laid.  Mr.  Frrxsnou 
said  that  there  was  great  plenty  of  lead  is  # 
public  stores,  so  that  the  occasion  for  which  aa 
pan  of  the  bill  bad  been  passed  was  at  an  cod. 

GOODS  DESTROYED  BY  FIRB. 

The  House  next  went  into  a  C<Hnnutteeofi^ 
report  of  the  select  committee,  to  whom  wmn- 
ferred  the  petitions  of  sundry  persons,  prtyingio 
be  relieved  from  obligations  for  the  paymentof 
duties  on  goods  which  were  afterwards  destroyf^ 
hy  fire  or  other  accidents,  with  instniclionsWci* 
sider  and  report  f»i  the  policy  of  remitiiDgdatie 
on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  in  cases  wlun 
such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise^  dwIDieit- 
stroyed  by  fire  or  other  accidents. 

The  Committer  in  their  report,  reccnameadH 
the  following  resolution,  viz : 

"  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  fcor, 
iziDg  the  Cdlector  of  the  District  to  remit  the  dntina 
goo^  wares,  and  merchandise,  bnpnted  into  At 
United  fitates,  on  its  bmng  proven  to  his  stttAdiM 
that  they  had  been  destn^ed  by  turn,  or  otfan  teaAm. 
before  they  were  landed,  or  aftra  they  wan  UiuW,"^ 
before  wuy  removal  frcnn  the  places  where  Aey  mj 
have  been  landed,  within  the  district  far  whielt  Ik^ 
were  r^Mted  to  be  destined  by  the  entry  of  dwTMMi 

The  Committee  disagreed  to  this  reBohtiia. 
The  Chairman  reported  prt^fress,  and  die  Hook 
adjourned. 

FsinATt  January  23. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  "for 
enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  lo  be  tn- 
ployed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  lad  fbt 
regulating  the  same,^  was  read  the  third  tine, 
and  passed. 

An  engrossed  IhII  ibr  the  Temissioo  of  the  ton- 
nage duties  on  certain  French  vessels,  ms  rets 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  tne  Senate  informed  (he Hon' 
that  the  Senate  have  pa»ed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Epaphras  JTones  and  others, 
with  an  amendment ;  to  vi^ieh  they  desire  4' 
concurrence  of  the  House. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  How 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  totninfii 
a  bill  or  bills  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  *  An  set  ftr 
tabliriling  the  salaries  of  the  Ezecuttve  Officers  of  0** 
vemment,  wiUi  thdr  Assistants  and  Cleriu;'  and  'Ai 
act  fiir  aDovniig  cunpmsation  to  dw  meabmdVK 
Senate  and  House  of  Bepwaeutotives  of  tte 
States,  and  to  the  ofltoet*  of  boA  Houses ;*  andtoi^ 
duee  all  sndi  aalaries  as.  In  the  i^Miuoa  of  th>M| 
Cmnmtttee,  alter  havmg  niade  dns  iBqniiy,sv^  **  " 
reduced." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  be  commit' 
to  a  Comroinee  of  the  Whde  House  on  Mwif 
next. 


Digitized  by 


Googlt 


HIOTORY  OF  CONGflESa 


1130 


jANDAHTt  1796.] 


[H.  OF  R. 


Mr.  Datton.  from  the  committee  appointed, 
vresented  a  bill  to  pronde  for  ealUng  fcwth  the 
Militia  to  execute  tlie  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress 
iDsarrections,and  repel  invasions,  and  to  repeal  the 
act  now  in  lorce  for  those  purposes;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  ;Whole 
House  be  discharged  from  the  farther  considera- 
tion of  the  saidreport ;  and  that  it  be  recommitted 
to  Mr.  Samdel  Smith,  Mr.  Dearborn^  Mr.  Day- 
ton, Mr.  Pabkbr,  and  Mr.  Pickens. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  f(Hr  the  relief  of  Epaphras  Jones  and 
iMhers and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr,  Dbxtbb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  that  part  of  the  Message  from  the  Prs- 
siDBNT  or  TBE  Unitbd  States,  of  the  eighth  in- 
staat,  which  relates  to  the  Letter  from  the  Go- 
Temof  of  the  Tenitorv  Northwest  of  the  rirer 
C^o,  made  a  report ;  wnich  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
HoQse  on  Mondaf  nezL 

The  bill  for  repealing  pert  of  the  act  for  pro- 
hibiting the  exportation  of  anas  and  ammtuiitioa, 
was  read  a  third  time.  Mr.  Dayton  objected,  diat 
if  the  bill  was  in  itself  proper,  the  whole  of  the 
old  act  ought  on  the  same  principles  to  be  re- 
pealed. It  was,  therefore,  oraered  to  lie  on  the 
table  till  Monday. 

Mr.  Claiborkb  moved  that  his  resolution,  laid 
on  the  table  sometime  ago,  relative  to  reducing 
the  salaries  of  certain  officers  under  Government, 
should  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  Monday  next  appointed 
for  that  purpose. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  ot  the 
Secretary  of  War  respecting  the  fortifications  of 
the  United  States. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  report  above  re- 
ferred to: 

"  That  by  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  it 
pears  that,  in  poTsuanee  of  theactof  the  ta8tseBik«i,the 
fimificatioiiB  of  the  di&rent  ports  uid  harbors  are  in 
connderaUe  ferwardness,  excepting  only  the  poxt*  of 
Boston,  and  Wilmington  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  sus- 
pended far  laasons  assigned  by  the  Seoretaiy,  in  his 
report. 

*  That  contracts  hftve  been  entered  into  for  the  ord- 
nance necwoary,  uid  measures  taken  for  progressing 
in  the  fortifications  as  soon  as  the  season  wiD  pennit. 

That,  from  the  neceanty  of  onlarging  the  plan  of 
defence  in  smne  instances,  and  Ote  enhanced  price  of 
kbor  and-  mrterials,  since  tiie  first  estnnate  was  made, 
a  earn  not  less  than  9SSB,S00  will  be  neeessanr  to  con- 
nlato  Ae  plan  of  defence  eontemphlsd,  admnting  the 
fintificaliens  to  be  erastmcted  of  timber  and  earth ;  and 
if  flaecuted  with  stone,  to  a  mnch  lai^  sun. 

"  The  Committee,  taking  into  view  ttvcncumstaoces 
connected  with  the  subject,  and  having  tecMved  the  ne- 
cesMu^  inforoiation  from  the  Saoretuy  of  War,  submit 
the  foUowing  resolutions : 

Raohed,  That  die  neceassiy  woriu  fiir  finti^ing 
aa  Con.— 37 


the  ports  and  hariiDn  of  Ae  United  Statas  onghit  to  be 
continued,  and  constructed  of  the  most  durable  mate- 
rials, so  as  beet  to  answw  the  purposes  of  defence  and 

permanent^. 

"  Resolved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  |edOO,000  (over 
and  above  the  sums  already  appropriated)  be  apprO{»i* 
ated  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  ;  and  that  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding $100,000  per  annum  be  provided  for  the  ser- 
vjces  aforesaid. 

<'  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  authorized  to  give  preference,  in  ]p(nnt<tf  time,  to  Uia 
completion  of  such  of  the  iaid  fortificationB  as  he  may 
think  advisable." 

Mr.  Pabker  moved  that  the  following  words 
should  be  struck  out  of  the  first  resolution :  "  and 
constructed  of  the  most  durable  materials,  so  as 
best  to  answer  the  purposes  of  defence  and  pet- 
maaeocy." 

Mr.  FiTZsiMONa  was  in  favor  of  permanent  fw 
tificatioQs;for  if  they  were  only  slight,  in  three  or 
four  years  they  would  be  destroyed. 

Mr.  Heath  was  for  reducing  the  number  of  for- 
tified fdaces.  and  making  the  remainder  more 
complete.  He  mentioned  Alexandria,  in  Virginia, 
and  Annapolis,  in  Maryland,  as  two  of  the  ^aces 
which  he  thought  it  unilecessary  to  fortify. 

Mr.  Giles  was  averse  to  going  into  much  fur- 
ther expense.  He  hoped  that  the  clause  with  the 
principle  which  it  contained  would  be  struck  out. 

The  clause  was  accordingly  struck  out. 

Another  amendment  was  then  proposed,  which 
likewise  gave  rise  to  a  long  conversation.  Tl|e 
sum  of  the  subject  in  dispute  was,  whether  all  the 
places  at  first  proposed  should  be  fortified,  and  in 
what  way  a  durable  fortification  ought  to  be 
made? 

Mr.  GooDBue  at  last  moved  that  the  Committee 
'of  the  Whole  rise^  and  the  report  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee. 

Mr.  FiTZsiMONs  imagined  that  this  would  be  a 
mere  loss  of  time.  It  would  be  doing,  as  is  too 
often  done,getting  rid  of  the  business  for  the  mean- 
time, and  receiving  it  back  again  exactly  as  we 
gave  it. 

Mr.  Ames,  in  making  some  remarks  on  the  sub- 
ject, adverted  to  the  present  state  of  Castle  Wil- 
liam, at  Boston.  It  would,  said  Mr.  A.,  be  much 
safer  to  stand  without  such  fortifications  than 
within  them. 

Mr.  Sbdqwiok  observed,  that  the  account  which 
his  colleague  had  given  was  perfectly  jusL  No 
gentleman  in  that  House,  perhaps,  knew  less  than  . 
Ee  did  of  these  matters,  but  it  required  no  skiD  in 
fortifications  to  see  that  those  referred  to  were 
very  little  value.  A  single  ship  of  war  could  lay 
all  our  la^e  trading  towns  imder  contribution. 
We  are  more  prosperous  than  any  other  people. 
Surely,  then,  America  may,  like  other  nations, 
afford  to  fortify  her  harbors.  He  s|K)ke  this  on 
account  of  the  public  at  large,  for  neither  he  nor 
his  immediate  constituents  were  in  any  danger 
from  such  a  thing. 

Mr.  Deabborn  admitted  that  Castle  William 
was  capable  of  very  little  defence.   In  fact  it  was 
in  a  state  of  ruin. 
Sereral  other  gentlemen  also  spoke.  At  length 
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Mr.  S.  Smith  ituBsted  that  'the  Committee  shenld 
rise,  as  it  was  evident  that  they  coold  not  at  pre- 
•ent  determine  what  was  meant  by  ft  dumble  for- 
tification. One  gentleman  understood  one  ^ing, 
another  gentlenum  another  thing,  and  so  on.  They 
were  in  fact  not  doing  any  business. 

Mr.  Chsistie  concurred  in  this  remark.  The' 
Committee  rose.  The  Chairman  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  but  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  NicaoLA,8]the 
report  was  referred  to  a  select  committee.  The 
House  then  aiyoumed  till  Monday. 


MoMOAT,  January  36. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  manufaeturers  of  hemp, 
in  the  town  of  Boston,  m  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was 
resented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  the 
rawback  of  the  dutr  imposed  by  law  on  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  nemp,  may  be  allowed  on  the 
exportation  of  the  same,  when  manufactured  into 
eorda«  within  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
Mr.  GoonHOE,  Mr.  Watts,  and  Mr.  Heibter  ; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 
port the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
Ihe  House. 

•  Mr.  CoiT,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  relative  to  cessions  of  jurisdiction  in 
places  where  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  erect- 
ed and  fixed,  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and 
public  tiiers;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed: 
Mr.  William  Smitb,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  and  report  on  the  expediency 
of  continuing  in  force  or  repealing  the  whole  or 

firt,  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  prohibiting  for  a 
mited  time  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammu-. 
nition,  and  encouraging  the  importation  of  the 
same,"  made  a  report;  which  was  read :  Wliere- 
upon, 

Reeohed,  That  it  wonid  be  expedient  to  repeal 
tile  first,  second,  third,  and  foartn  sections  or  the 
said  act.  and  to  continae  the  fifth  section  in  force 
for  another  year,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  importa- 
tion of  brass  cannon,  muskets,  and  firelocks,  with 
bayonets  suited  to  the  same,  pistoki,  swords,  cut- 
lasses, musket  ball,  lead,  and  i^npowder  j  and  for 
two  years  longer,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  importa- 
tion of  sulphur  and  saltpetre. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  jrar- 
suant  to  the  said  resolution  ;  and  that  Mr.  Wii^ 
LiAM  Smith,  Mr.  Daytom,  and  Mr.  Carncs,  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  memorial  of  Brothers,  Coster,  and  Company, 
of  the  City  of  New  York,  merchants,  was  present- 
ed to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  they  may 
be  permitted  to  export  to  tne  West  Indies,  or  be 
allowed  the  drawlmck  of  the  duty  on  a  quantity 
of  cutlasses  which  they  imported  before  the  pass- 
ing of  the  act  prohibilmg  tne  exportation  of  arms 
and  ammunition. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  the  committee  last  appointed,  with  instructions 
to  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the 
same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  GooonDE.  from  the  committee  appointed 


presented  a  bill  relative  to  the  coiDMMticDi  u 
certain  ofiicers  employed  in  the  eoUeetiQB  d  ik 
duties  of  impost  uid  tonnage;  whidi  msmJ 
twice  and  committed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  emsider  the  report « 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  mnw- 
rial  of  George  Latimer  and  others,  which  lay  at 
the  table :  Whereupon, 

RemUved,  That  a  committee  be  appoiated  to 
brhog  in  a  bill  authorizing  the  allowance  of  i 
drawback  of  the  duties  on  such  part  of  the  caip 
of  the  ship  Enterproe,  Herbert  Jones,  eommaoda. 
as  has  been  imported  from  Newbern,  Nwtb  Gin- 
lina,  and  shall  be  exported  from  Philadelphia. 

Ordered,  ThatMr.  FrrzaiHONe,  Mr;Qooua 
and  Mr.  EnwABoe,  be  appointed  a  coiiinuttee,fv- 
soant  to  the  said  resolution. 

A  message  ftam  the  Senate  informed  the  Hum 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  supplementary  to  th«  several  aetsimpoiiif 
duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  mereluuuHse,  itquttu 
into  the  iMited  States,"  with  sevenl  amendno^ 
to  which  diey  desire  the  eoHeairence  ot  tkis 
House. 

The  Hoose  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ments, and,  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SBBHBnaaE,  from  me  committee  to  i^ 
was  recommitted  the  bill  sent  from  the  Scnue. 
entitled**  An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 'Ai 
act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roiit 
within  the  United  States,"  made  a  report;  i^ 
was  read;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  hill  and  report  be  cm- 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hooae  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Comnunee  of 
the  Wh(de  on  the  bill  sqmdementary  to  the  acL 
entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  more  effectwlij  for 
the  collection  of  the  duties  cm  good^  vsksi 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  Unitea  States,  tvi 
on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels;"  snlif^r 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Copimittee  had  had  the  said  bill  nad«r 
consideration,  and  made  several  amendmeoti 
thereto ;  which  were  severally  twice  read. 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  mai- 
meats,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  timrto- 
morrow. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  theHoo« 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

"JlMixftwi;  That  the  State  of  GeovgiA  be  i^va^ 
the  amount  of  a  suit  of  the  ezecuton  of  Robsrt  Pu^ 
har  against  the  said  State,  for  aondi;  goodi  soU  tt  A> 
said  State,  fw  theaae  oftbe  taroi^of  the  Uaited8W» 
which  suit  was  depwdisg  heSon  the  Bafamt  C«** 
the  time  of  tfu  settlement  of  the  aoeoturts  beHMNW 
the  United  States  a«d  iiutiTidaal  States,  and  tat  >g 
unce  diacbarged  by  the  said  State  gifing  jli  eUip'* 
for  the  principal  sum  of  the  and  aaiL" 

Orderedj  That  the  said  modoD  be  coaniBt' 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Heath,  from  the  committee  appomtrfw 
inquire  and  report  what  progress  has  wen  rawf 
in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  hn^ 
Government ;  what  are  the  unpaid  balances  oaibe 
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settled  acGOUDts,  together  with  the  meaBures  taken 
for  reeorering  p&viueat  of  the  same;  vhether  any, 
and  what  steps  have  been  taken  to  compel  per- 
sons to  wh«u  pHbUc  money  was  intntstea  to  set- 
tle theu  aocoonts;  uid  whether  my  farther  mea- 
sures are  necessary  on  that  sabjeot ;  made  a  leport; 
which  was  rwd,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoo^e  on  Mcmday 
next. 

A  message- from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  SenUc  hare  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "Ao 
act  to  estabUfih  an  uniform  role  of  naturalization, 
and  to  rejpeal  the  act  heretolore  passed  on  that  sub- 
jeet,"  with  sereTal  ameadmeots;  to  whieh  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ments,  end,  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WiLLi&M  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, [tresented,  a  bill  to  repeal  a  part,  and  to 
continue  in  force  another  part,  o£  the  act,  entitled 
"  An  net  {wohibitug,  for  limited  time,  the  exporta- 
tion of  anas  and  ammunition,  and  encoungiag 
Che  importation  of  the  same whieh  was  read 
twice  and  committed. 

IKVALID  PENSIONS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  i6to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  supplemeotary  to 
the  act  coQcerDing  invalids. 

Mr.  Tracy  proposed  an  amendment  which  was 
in  substance  that  every  commissioned  officer  who 
has  received  commutation,  and  who  has  been,  or 
shall  be  placed  on  the  pension  li^t,  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  receive  Us  prasion  unless  he  shall  first 
have  returned  the  commutation  which  he  has  re- 
ceived, into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to  bv  the  Commit- 
tee.  The  amendment  passed  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
lead  the  third  time  to-moirow. 

THOMAS  PERSON  AND  OTHERS. 
Mr.  McDowell  observed,  that  there  mm  before 
the  House  a  report  ot  a  committee  on  the  petition 
of  Thomas  Person  and  other^  ^prietors  of  lands 
in  the  Territory  ot  the  United  States  South  of  the 
river  Ohio.  This  report  was  taken  up  some  weeks 
ago,  but  was  then  postponed  with  an  expectation 
of  farther  information  coming  to  hand,  and  this 
information  has  now  been  received.  Mr.  McD. 
therefore  notified  the  House,  that  be  should  call 
up  that  report  to-morrow.  It  was,  he  raid,  a  sub- 
ject of  considerable  importance.  He  wished  gen- 
tlemen to  turn  their  attention  to  it,  for  a  decision 
appeared  necessary,  as  a  great  number  of  citizens 
in  the  State  of  North  Carolina  and  elsewhere,  are 
waiting  with  anxiety  for  a  determination. 

NATHANIEL  APFLETON. 

The  HoDse  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on 
the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Ap|deton,  a  snfiierer  by 
fire.  The  substance  of  the  report  was, 

**'nM  the  nun  of  — >  doBan  be  pud  out  of  the 
Public  Treasmy  to  Nathsniel  Appleton,  to  oompensats 
Um  ibr  bis  losses  (nr  Sre  daring  his  ex«rtionfl  to  save 
publk  prapnt^.  while  hb  own  waeconsnmed." 


Mr.  NfoaoLAa  wished  to  know  what  was  ik/b 
public  uoperty  saved. 

Mr.  Dbxtu  'relied,  diat  Mr.  Appleton  was  a 
Commissiooer  of  Loans,  and  he  had  saved  hodkB 
and  papers  nJattTe  to  the  Debts  of  the  United 
States.  What  would  or  might  otherwise  have 
been  saved,  there  was  nobody  who  could  tell. 

Mr.  BLOoirr  objected  to  this  ^poaal  as  a  bad 
I^ecedeat. 

Mr.  Tract  doubted  whether  the  House  could 
properly  grant  a  ^reneral  kind  of  thing  like  this. 
If  it  had  been  possible  to  specify  scnnethiag  worth 
ten,  or  a  hundred,  ot  a  thousand  pounds  of  the  pro- 
perty of  Mr.  Appleton  consumed  by  fir^  while  he 
was  saving  the  puUic  property,  and  which  but  for 
that,  wou^  have  been  saved,  ne  might  thai  agree 
to  it.  but  such  a  proof  was  imipossiwe. 

M.r.  Sedqwick  was  for  agreeing  to  the  report. 

Mr.  BoDDiNOT  was  against  it.  The  more  the 
ccmsequuHies  of  this  grant  were  contemplated,  tks 
more  dangerotu  they  would  awear.  If  it  had 
been  proved  that  in  the  case  of  fire,  Mr.  Aaoletwt 
had  not  given  his  first  attention  to  ib»  pubue  pa- 

Ers,  the  Legislature  would,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr- 
have  tried  some  means  to  get  him  dismissed. 
Mr.  Aj^eton  had,  in  his  memorial,  stated,  that 
his  salary  was  too  unall,  owing  to  the  prodigtoas 
advance  in  the  price  of  living.  This  was  a  qiule 
distinct  thing  from  the  misfortune  by  fire.  If  the 
salary  was  too  small,  Mr.  B.  vras  willing  to  make 
it  larger. 

Mr.  Chribtib  wondered  that  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Senowiox]  could  think 
of  proposing  such  payment.  Not  lone  ago,  it  was 
proved  that  au  omccr,  (Major  Rudolph)  naid  spent 
ao  hundred  pounds  in  the  service  of  the  ptuilic, 
and  had  never  got  payment,  and  this  genuenMD 
refused  to  pay  him.  But  now,  because  a  man, 
when  his  house  was  burning  had  taken  up  an  arm- 
ful of  books,  and  got  away  with  them,  you  are  to 
pay  him.  There  was  no  consistency  in  sodi 
thmgs.  Mr.  C.  said  that  he  feared  the  merit  §£ 
the  claim  was  affected  in  this  case  by  the  goarter 
from  whence  it  cuoe.  There  was  no  consuteney 
in  such  opinions. 

On  a  division  thirteen  members  were  in  favor 
of  the  report,  which  was  thus  nentived. 

The  ComiBittee  rose,  and  the  House  a^jourMd. 

TiTESDAT,  January  S7. 

An  engrossed  bill,  supplemoitary  to  the  act  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the 
collection  of  the  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on 
the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,"  wasreadthethird 
time,  and  passed. 

An  en^ossed  biUiSUj^lementarytotheactcai- 
ceming  invalids,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  aseertaiument  of  certain  losses  of  the 
cheers  of  Oovmnment,  and  other  citizens,  by  the 
insargents  in  the  Western  counties  of  Pennsyl- 
vaaia,  and  providing  some  present  relief  to  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


1135 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1131 


H.orR.] 


JReducHon  of  Salaries. 


f  Jandaby, 


sufferers^"  with  several  amendments ;  to  which 
ther  desire  the  concurreace  of  this  House. 

The  Houseproceeded  to  consider  the  saidamend- 
ments ;  end,  the  same  being  read,  were  ordered  to 
be  committed  to  a  Gommittee  of  the  Whole  House 
to-morrow. 

The  Spkakeh  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
firom  the  Treasurer  the  United  States,  accom- 
panying his  account  of  the  Receipts  and  Expendi- 
tares  of  jniblic  moneys,  fVom  the  first  day  of  July 
to  the  thirtieth  day  of  September,  one  thousand 
senn  hundred  and  ninety-four,  inclnsiTe;  which 
wore  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.FiTzsiMONB.from  the  committee  appointed, 

Presented  a  bill  to  authorize  the  allowance  of 
rawback  on  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  ship  Enter- 
prise; which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

The' House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  UH  sent  from  the  Se- 
nate, entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
*  An  act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
within  the  United  States;"  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported 
proffress. 

Ordendj  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Hoase  be  dischai^[ed  from  the  further  considero- 
ti<ni  of  the  said  bill ;  and  that  it  be  again  recom- 
mitted to  Mr.  Sherburne,  Mr.  Hartley,  Mr. 
Dearborn,  Mr.  McDowell,  and  Mr.  Greendp. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
and  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  by 
order  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stateb, 
porsuant  to  the  resolution  of  this  House  of  the 
twenty-first  instant;  which  were  read,  and  order- 
ed to  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  to  whom  is  committed  the  report 
of  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  report 
what  proceedings  have  beea  had  under  the  act 
"  for  making  further  and  more  effectual  provision 
for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
States,**^  and  to  report  whether  any,  and  what,  al- 
tenti<»s  are  necessary  to  the  sereral  laws  reepeet- 
ifig  the  Military  Establishment  and  the  protection 
of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  and  report  on 
the  expediency  of  erecting  a  light-house  near  the 
entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Georgetown,  in  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  whiab  lay  on  the  table.  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  it  will  be  proper  that  a  light- 
house be  erected  near  the  entrance  of  the  harbor 
of  Georgetown,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Mr.  Wib- 
LiAH  Smith,  Mr.  Grove,  and  Mr.  Bbktoh,  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

REDUCTION  OF  SALARIES. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  die  motion  of  the  twenty- 
third  instant,  "that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
''  Anactfor  establishing  the  salaries  of  the  Execu- 
tive Officers  of  Government,  with  their  assistants 
and  clerks;"  and  an  act  "for  allowing  compensa- . 


tion  to  the  Members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States,  and  to  die 
officers  of  both  Houses ;  and  to  reduce  all  soA 
salaries  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  said  committet. 
after  having  made  due  inquiry,  ought  u  be  rt 
doeed." 

Mr.  Claiborne  said :  A  worthy  gefitlemn 
from  Maryland,  the  other  day,  su^esied  u 
amendment  to  the  proposition  now  before  jot 
which  I  understood  to  contemplate  the  inercu 
of  some  salaries ;  and,  if  that  gentleman  can  n- 
concile  it  to  himself  and  his  constituents,  let  bim 
move  and  carry  it,  if  he  can.  For  my  part,  I  am 
pleased  with  the  proposition  as  it  is,  and  yet  it 
may  have  great  imperfections.  It  is  very  com- 
mon for  fond  parents  to  be  blind  to  the  imperfet 
tions  of  their  own  offspring ;  and,  as  this  is  a  pro- 
duction of  my  own,  it  is  probable  that  I  may  be 
under  the  same  delusive  prejudices,  but  I  aopi 
that  cheerful  acquiescence  which  I  nave  alwayi 
shown  to  the  majority,  has  suffieientlf  emtd 
that  I  am  no  bbot  Co  my  own  opinions.  I  saiil, 
the  other  day,  that  I  tvu  determined,  if  the  p- 
positioQ  must  die,  it  should  be  bjr  assasuDstion; 
out  as,  in  this,  a  degree  of  guilt  is  implied,  lai 
might  be  attended  with  serious  consequences  u 
those  concerned  in  it,  I  shall  be  satisfied  to  giTeii 
a  fair  trial  and,  if  it  must  die,  that  it  may  be  by 
legal  and  fair  adjudication,  or,  in  other  mrii, 
auer  full  and  fair  discussion  of  its  merits. 

We  now  have  fairly  before  us  a  propositioDthU 
contemplates  a  redress  of  these  grievances,  whidi. 
since  the  adoption  of  the  present  form  of  Oorent- 
ment,  have  been  a  subject  of  grievous  compUipi 
and  heartburning  amongst  the  citizens  of  the  Uoit- 
ed  States.  Many  of  them,  and,  I  believe,  a  rerj 
great  majority,  conceive  that  the  czorbitaiit  sala- 
ries established  to  the  Legislative,  Executive,  Ju- 
diciary, and  their  assistants,  are  not  coiNsleni 
with,  or  can  possibly  contribute  to  the  existcnec 
or  well-being  of  a  Repidilietn  Oovemmeot.  ythxk, 
in  its  nature,  holds  out  the  idea  of  equality  an^ 
justice^  but  which,  in  the  present  mode  of  s<hai- 
nistration,  cannot  fail  to  hare  a  direct  oppose 
tendency,  inasmuch  as  the  very  profuse  waria 
that  all  who  have  the  ffood.fortune  to  get  jheo 
under  the  pay  and  inmience  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, if  they  make  a  prudent  use  (/theO; 
must  ultimately  enrich  and  place  them  in  a  atof 
tion  so  far  above  the  vast  bulk  of  the  ciiiwwi 
whose  industrious  fingers  are  not  permitted  a  ss- 
gle  dip  into  those  very  coffers  which  hare  bto 
swelled  by  filching  a  little  from  that  bard-gottea 
pittance  already  far  inadequate  to  the  necnsaiT 
but  very  ordinary  subsistence  of  their  families, » 
at  last  to  endanger  the  very  existence  or  shadtrf 
of  this  glorious  and  dear-bought  Government, 
has  already  raised  the  droopmg  and  ooce-dejecM 
heads  of  the  poor  American  oitixens,  who  bo* 
glory  more  in  having  thrown  off  (lut  subordiB*- 
tion  that  was  assumed  and  exercised  over  thefl 
under  the  late  detest^le  Monarchical  Goth*- 
ment,  by  their  rulers,  or  public  officers,  thas  em 
in  their  lives  and  fortunes.  Men  begin  to  kso* 
the  inherent  rights  of  humaa  nature.  They  bate 
dipped  into  and  taated  a  litUe  of  the  tweee  t^P"* 
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litical  re^neration,  and,  amongst  all  classes  of 
your  'citizeD8,yoa  may  discorer  a  zealthat  amounts 
to  enthusiasm,  that  lives'  and  burns  and  grows  al- 
most  to  a  prodigy.  Instances  are  not  wanting, 
sir,  to  erinee  that  thousands  of  those  who  were 
Dot  fond  of  this  GoTernment  at  its  adoption,  are 
BOW,  on  all  occaBions,  ready  to  step  forth  in  its 
support,  and  the  lawn  that  axe  pasaed  consistent 
therewith.  But  this  does,  by  no  means,  argue 
that  they  will  submit  forever  to  repeated  abuses 
of  the  Government,  which  may  ultimately  tend 
to  its  overthtow ;  and  exorbitant  salaries,  with 
other  profuse  appropriations  of  the  public  money, 
at  a  time  when  the  nation  is  groaning  under  an 
immense  weight  of  foreign  and  domestic  debt, 
which,  (calcuuiting  upon  the  blessings,  of  peace, 
and,  of  course,  a  very  increasing  revenue,  not 
reasonably  to  be  calculated  on  so  long  a  time,)  it 
is  agreed  on  all  hands  will  take  a  term  not  less 
than  thirty-two  years  to  extinguish.  They  con- 
ceive this  to  be  one  of  those  abuses,  and,  vested 
with  the  rights  of  freemen,  closely  interwoven 
with  the  ouigations  of  good  citizens  and  lovers 
of  their  country,  have  ventured,  by  divers  ways, 
to  9u^&t  their  disapprobation  tlureof,  in  hope 
that  Its  glaring  imfHropriety  would  be  taken  up 
and  removed,  as  far  as  the  present  situation  of  our 
finances  and  the  public  good  will  admit.  It  is 
true,  they  have  not  come  forward  in  the  Consti- 
tutional mode,  by  petition,  dtc.,  but  no  member 
in  this  House  will,  I  presume,  say  that  they  have 
not  heard  the  loud  clamors  and  complaints  of  the 
people  on  tiiis  subject.  But  perhaps  1  shall  be 
answered  that  I  am  not  charged  with  their  peti- 
tions to  make  the  proposition,  and,  if  I  was,  that 
the  people  are  not  proper  judges  whether  the  sa- 
laries complained  of  are  more  than  adequate,  and 
to  prove  that  some  of  them  have  not  been  so,  I 
shall  be  told  that  the  allowances  to  two  of  your 
most  valuable  oflBcers  have  been  so  inadequate  as 
to  drive  them  out  of  your  service.  To  this,  I  an- 
swer, that  many  other  o£Beer&  with  as  large  iami- 
Ues,  and  a  much  less  salary,  have  not  auudoned 
yout  service — and  why,  sir  1  Permit  me  to  an- 
swer, because  they  have  jirolnbly  proportioned 
their  style  of  living  to  theu  quantum  of  salary, 
which  prudence  dictates,  or  custom  has  establish- 
ed, through  all  ranks  of  your  citizens ;  else  whence 
comes  it  that  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num is  not  too  mucn  for  the  Pbebident  op  the 
Uhitbd  States  7  Five  thousand  dollars  is  enough 
for  the  Vice  President,  two  thousand  one  hundred 
and  ninety  for  a  member  of  Congress ;  and  the 
salaries  of  many  of  your  valuable  officers,  who 
have  families,  and  devote  their  whole  time  to  your 
service,  are  as  low  as  five  hundred  dollars  per  an- 
num. Here  I  shall  again  be  told,  that  the  price 
of  house-rent,  and  every  other  necesury  oi  life, 
has  increased,  and  may  continue  to  increase^  so 
as  to  drive  all  your  officers  out  of  your  service. 
To  this,  I  beg  leave  to  answer,  that,  if  you  con- 
tinue such  high  salaries,  or  increase  them,  as  in 
wme  instances  it  is  asked,  and  because  of  the  pre- 
sent enhanced  price  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  I 
think  the  evil  will  increase  in  proportion  to  the 
immense  sum  of  money  that  you  throw  into  cir- 
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culation,  for  a  redundancy  of  that,  or  any  thing 
else,  will  always  diminish  the  value :  and,  if  the 
present  custom  of  disbursing  the  public  money  is 
persisted  in,  the  whole  wealth  of  the  United  States 
must  shortly  centre  in  and  about  Philadelphia  I 
But,  sir,  by  the  adoption  of  public  economy,  we 
mar  shortly  become  able  to  obviate  this  ^eat 
evi^  and  make  our  dUbiur^ements  more  dlAusiv^ 
by  paying  out  money  to  those  who  have  demands 
upon  your  justice,  distributed  over  the  United 
States,  if  any  but  those  who  reside  around  the  Seat 
ofGorernmeat  have  any  demand  upon  your  justice 
or  goodness.  1  am  apprised  that  the  proposition 
is  a  very  unpopular  one  here,  and  that  many  will 
perhaps  knit  their  brows  at  me ;  but,  sir,  when  I 
entered  into  public  life,  it  was  without  any  cring- 
ing views.  I  meant  not  to  court  smiles,  or  fear 
frowns,  and  I  had  no  doubt  but  I  should  meet  my 
share  of  both.  When  I  gain  the  former  by  pro* 
per  conduct,  I  have  pleasure  in  it ;  when  the  lat- 
ter by  improper  conduct,  I  am  sorry  for  it.  But 
it  will  be  much  to  be  lamented  if  ever  we  see  the 
day  when  the  people  shall  be  suffered  to  complain 
from  year  to  year  of  any  grievance,  and  their  Re- 
presentatives shall  be  ashamed,  or  afraid,  to  make 
those  grievances  known,  or  ask  redress,  lest  they 
be  laughed  out  of  eoimtenance,  or  lose  favor  at 
Court.  But  so  hardy  am  I,  if  you  prefer  that  ex- 
pression, that,  while  I  have  the  honor  of  a  seat  in 
this  House,  none  of  those  considerations  shall  ever 
deter  me  from  step^ng  forth  in  their  behalf;  but. 
be  the  result  of  tnis  proposition  what  it  may,  I 
now  warn  you  against  evils  that  may  come,  as 
you  have  been  heretofore  warned  of  evils  that 
have  come,  for  the  obligations  of  power  and  sub- 
mission are  reciprocal.  It  is  as  much  your  duty 
to  pass  wholesome  Iaw3,  as  it  is  the  duty  of  tha 
people  to  obey  them.  And  now,  having  done  my 
duty,  I  shall  take  my  seat,  content  to  abide  the 
result,  but  hope  a  committee  will  be  ^>pointad. 

Mr.  NioHoua  declared  that  he  would  be  very 
willing  to  rote  for  the  appointment  of  stwh  a  com- 
mittee, if  he  could  see  any  good  purpose  to  be  de- 
rived from  it,  or  if  the  gentleman  who  laid  the 
resolution  on  the  table  could  give  him  any  informa- 
tion that  tended  to  prove  its  expediency.  For  his 
own  part,  he  had  but  a  small  family,  and  of  that 
he  had  left  one-half  behind  him  in  Virginia,  yet 
be  found  that  his  allowance  as  a  member  of  the 
Legislature  was  barely  sufficient  for  supporting 
this  half  of  his  family,  though  he  lived  with  as 
much  economy  as. he  ever  bad  done  in  his  life. 
He  was  certain  that  he  ^ould  not  take  one  shU- 
ling  of  public  money  home  with  him  to  Virginia. 
He  requested  gentlemen  to  remember  that  it  waa 
not  the  present  Congress  who  had  given  six  dol- 
lars per  day  to  themselves,  hut  that  it  had  been 
fixed  by  their  predecessors,  and  fixed  at  a  time 
when  living  was  fifty  per  cent,  cheaper  than  it  is 
now. 

Mr.  BooDiNOT  observed,  that  he  should  not  have 
troubled  the  Committee  on  this  questiiai,  had  k 
not  been  for  several  considerations  partimlarly 
applicable  to  himself.  He  was  as  impartial  oft 
the  present  debate  as  any  member  on  the  floor. 
After  the  close  of  this  session  of  Coagnw,  he 
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nerer  expected  to  receire  a  farthing  of  public 
money  again,  and  therefore  no  interest  of  his  own 
could  sway  his  judgment  improperly  to  object 
against  the  resolution  on  the  table.  He  had  been 
among  the  number  of  those  members  who  origi- 
ni^y  were  for  fixing  the  compensation  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress  at  a  less  sum  than  six  dollars ; 
not  because  ne  thought  it  beyond  the  amount  of 
their  expenses,  but,  from  an  idea  of  the  then  de- 
ranged state  of  the  finances,  and  that,  if  sacrifices 
were  to  be  made,  they  ^ould  begm  with  this 
House.  He  appealed  to  his  uniform  eonduet  for 
six  yean  pest,  to  prove  that  he  bad  always  op- 
poaed  an  merease  of  salaries  or  other  public  ex- 
penses, when  the  interest  of  the  Union  did  not 
require  it.  He  did  not  doubt  that  the  gentleman 
who  brou^t  forward  this  resolution  tliought  he 
wu  doii^  tiis  duty  in  advocating  ii ;  and  Mr.  B. 
thought  it  was  equally  the  duty  of  the  Committee 
to  be  convinced  tnat  they  were  not  wasting:  iheir 
time  in  unnecessarily  proceeding  in  business,  with- 
out having  some  foundation  for  rational  inquiry. 
The  gentleman  had  declared  that  he  was  led  to 
bring  forward  the  resolution,  not  from  any  con- 
Tietion  of  his  own,  for  he  knew  not  the  officer  to 
whom  he  could  point  his  finger  and  say,  that  he 
bad  a  greater  salary  than  be  deserved,  but  it  was 
irom  me  voice  en  the  people,  who  were  diacon- 
tmted  and  clamonms  on  the  subject  of  la^  sa- 
kiles,  and  particularlr  the  compensation  to  mem- 
htn  of  Congress.  Mr.  B.  said,  for  his  own  part, 
he  did  not  believe  these  objections  arose  from  the 
voice  of  the  peo|^.  Had  the  gentlemui  offered 
any  evidence  of  this  to  the  Committee  t  That 
he  believed  it  himself^Mr.  B.  did  not  doubt ;  bat 
this  ought  not  to  be  sufficient  evidence  to  the  Com- 
mittee. There  was  none  on  the  table.  Not  a 
stegte  petition  had  come  forward  to  the  House  on 
rtiis  subject.  There  was  nothing  in  the  complex- 
ion of  our  Government  that  prevented  the  appli- 
cation of  the  people  to  their  Representatives,  if 
Aey  were  dissatisfied.  They  had  frequently  re- 
efaosen  the  same  members,  who  voted  for  this 
Mmpensatim.  From  whence,  then,  arose  the 
eridence  «f  the  pnUic  voice,  being  olamoroas 
4giinst  the  compouation  of  the  members  of  G<m- 

Mr.  B.  did  not  doubt  but  there  were  uninformed 
hidividuale,  who  might  object  to  six  dollars  per 
day ;  but  be  was  confident  that  the  well-informed 
unong  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  those 
who  nflected  on  the  subject,  would  think  (at  the 
present  day  at  least)  it  was  not  more  than  would 
narely  pay  the  reasonable  expenses  of  gentlemen 
^rrho  attended  to  their  duty  here  in  a  proper  man- 
ner. Almost  every  article  of  consumption  was 
Aom  twenty  to  thirty  per  cent,  higher  now  than 
it  was  at  the  commencement  of  the  Government. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  the 
act  of  the  people  and  the  public  voice,  contem- 
ftued  a  compensaticm  to  the  members  of  Con- 

rt.  Did  not  this  mean  smnething  mwe  than 
bare  cHschuge  of  their  expenses?  Yet  Con- 
gress had  not  gone  beyond  it. 

When  Congress  sat  at  New  York,  Mr.  B.  said 
^■t  he  ins  in  aahuKtion  mere fiiTomble  in  point 


of  expense  than  any  gentleman  on  the  floor,  wbv 
did  not  reside  in  that  city.  He  boarded  with  i 
near  relation,  and  was  in  a  manner  in  his  ovn 
family ;  and,  although  he  paid  the  usual  price  of 
boardmg  as  at  other  places,  yet  there  were  i  thoo- 
sand  nameless  small  articles  which  saved  him 
many  advances.  He  was  within  sixteen  milei  rf 
his  own  family,  from  whence  he  received  nmij 
things  that  prevented  his  laying  out  money.  Do- 
ing three  sessions,  he  kept  an  exact  and  AithM 
account  of  his  expenditures,  and,  at  the  end  <tftliat 
time,  the  balance  was  bnt  43i.  4d. ;  but  on  iriwi 
side  of  the  question  his  memory  did  not  allow  Im 
to  say.  At  present,  he  was  also  under  very  pecs- 
liar  advantages,  yet  he  was  confident  that  at  the 
end  of  the  session,  he  should  not  have  any  balnw 
in  his  favor  from  his  compensation  as  a  member. 
Mr.  B.  appealed  to  every  gentleman^s  own  know- 
ledge, and  particularly  to  the  gentleman  wfaomsde 
the  motion,  if  he  tbon^t  that  what  he  nwni 
would  more  than  pay  ms  expenses. 

Gentlemen  were  often  crying  out  agaiasi  a 
Aristocracy  in  this  country;  yet  measures  of  this 
kind  tended  to  establish  one,  by  reducing  theeom- 
pensation  of  members,  so  that  no  citizen  bat  tbe 
rich  and  affluent  could  attend  as  a  Repieseitt- 
tive  in  Congress.  This  certainly  was  the 
efieetual  wav  bringuw  about  a  dangerons  Am- 
tocracy  in  tne  Unit«l  States.  Should  not  m 
of  abilities,  though  in  the  middle  walks  of  life,  he 
encouraged  to  come  fm-ward  und  yield  ihdr  ser- 
vices to  their  country,  without  being  dflwrfot 
on  any  person  or  set  of  men  whatever  7  Is  it  >« 
sufficient  that  their  time  and  talents  are  gins  to 
the  public  t   Must  they  pay  their  expMisesWo? 

Mr.  B.  was  aware  that  the  resolution  jffopom 
related  to  the  officers  of  Government  as  wol » 
members  of  Congress,  but  he  had  confined  his  re- 
marks to  the  last,  as  the  part  of  the  subject  bew» 
best  acquainted  with.  He  be^ed  gentleneQ  to 
look  around  and  point  out  the  public  officer  wb» 
received  more  toan  a  reasonable  reward  fw  wi 
services.  Professional  men,  of  the  first  sIsKtiH, 
were  absolutely  necessary  to  carry  on  th^whw 
business }  and  eould  any  one,  fit  for  his  oficej* 
shown  who  could  not  do  foil  as  well,  if  pot  torn 
better,  in  the  exercise  of  his  profession  in  pnTtf^ 
life,  than  he  did  in  the  public  service,  if  pec^ 
ary  matters  were  his  only  object?  In  short  (»• 
B.  said.)  this  House  was  placed  between  Scyw 
and  Charybdis.  The  public  officers  were  eefi- 
plaining,  and  even  resigning;,  for  want  of  soffiei^ 
compensation  for  their  services ;  on  the  other  ban* 
an  attempt  was  now  made  to  reduce  their  "i*^ 
still  lower,  on  the  supposed  clamors  of  the  pcope- 
Mr.  B.  did  not  believe  they  could  be  dcnooiin>w 
those  of  the  people  J  neither  did  he  see  any 
dence  of  tbe  fact  He  did  not  consider  the  «» 
plaints  of  a  few  individuals  as  the  puWic  w* 
Ought  not  the  gentlemen  to  come  forward  w" 
some  kind  of  calculations  or  estimates  tostn 
shown  that  certain  salaries  were  too  ^^i^'J^t 
than  the  services  perfimned  were  entiues  »' 
This  had  not  been  done ;  but  the  Committee  in« 
urged,  at  this  important  moment, to  pr^x^^^lf ^ 
inquiry,  whieh  erery  gentleman  on  tbe  foor  »* 
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ready  knev  as  well  as  he  could  do  by  the  most  la- 
bored iorestigatioQ.  He  therefore  coneloded  that, 
to  agree  to  the  reaoluUon,  woitld  be  a  waste  of  the 
short  time  that  yet  remaioed  of  the  sesuon,  and 
an  unwise  measure.  Mr,  B.  would  have  conteot- 
ed  himself  with  joimag  the  Committee  in  a  silent 
vote  on  this  subject,  but  he  thought  the  obserra- 
tioDs  made  in  su^>ort  of  the  measure  ought  to  re- 
ceiTC  some  answer,  if  not  to  eonrinee  the  Com- 
mittee, yet  to  ntiaty  their  constituents  that  there 
could  exist  no  necessity  for  a  present  inquiry  of 
this  nature. 

Mr.  Clubobnb  begged  leave  to  remind  the 
House  that  he  had  never  asserted  the  salaries  were 
too  high.  His  motion  went  tmly  to  appointing  a 
committee  for  an  inquiry  whether  tne  sskries 
were  so  or  not. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  that  the  resolution  was,  in 
its  present  shape,  so  extcjsmely  vague,  that  one  did 
not  know  how  to  give  it  a  definition  or  a  vote. 
Different  objectH  were  lamped  together.  If,  by 
an  inquiry,  the  gentleman  meant  to  examine  into 
the  wages  of  members  of  this  House,  it  was  quite 
needless  to  appoint  a  committee,  because  every 
member  can  at  this  moment  speak  for  himaelt. 
Bat  Mr.  8.  did  not  otwider  tM  present  time  as 
the  most  proper  for  beginning  to  reduce  salaries, 
when,  within  the  last  twelve  mtmths,  there  had 
been  three  resignations,  viz:  the  Secretary  of  State, 
the  Secretary  of  War.  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  all  chiefly  for  one  reason,  the  small- 
nes8  of  ute  salary.  I  have  no  doubt  (said  Mr.  S.) 
of  there  beinf  complaints,  and,  if  the  salary  was 
reduced  to  three  dollars  per  dav.  there  would  be 
still  complaints,  as  we  see  is  tae  ease  with  the 
members  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
only  wished  that  the  Committee  would  rise,  and 
he  should  then  vote  in  the  House  that  they  might 
oot  have  leave  to  ut  again.  The  mover  of  mis 
lest^utioD  had  mentioned  the  danger  of  meeting 
with  reproaches  from  the  peofde,  who  thought 
their  salaries  too  high.  Mr.  S.  saw  very  little  in 
this  matter,  because  the  peo]^  who  railed  at  the 
salary  of  six  dollars  per  day.  were  only  anxious 
to  get  in  themselves,  and  .embraced  this  topic  as 
an  expedient  of  ousting  those  members  whom 
they  wanted  to  nioceed. 

Mr.  QooimiiB  wished  to  ask  Mr.  Ci^iBonn 
one  question,  "  Whedier  he  found  himself  grow- 
iDff  nchr 

Mr.  SanowioK  saw  no  occastok  for  rising  be- 
cause the  Committee  were  perfectly  competent 
at  this  moment  to  determine  the  question. 

Mr.  RuTHBRroBD  was  for  Teduciog  the  salaries 
by  one  dollar  per  day,  and  one  dollar  every  twenty- 
five  miles  that  the  members  had  to  travel.  This 
would  be  a  reduction  of  one  hundred  dollars  per 
day,  which  would  be  much  better  bestowed  upon 
the  innocent  widow  of  the  veteran  who  had  fallen 
m  the  service  of  his  conntrj. 

Mr.  Paob  said,  that  he  did  not  think  the  resolu- 
tion as  it  was  worded,  was  a  proper  subject  for 
discussion  in  that  place;  for  the  House,  and  not  a 
committee,  could  pnqimrW  resolve  that  eommittees 
should  be  appointed.  luwever,  at  the  vesolution 
had  bcm  sunaittcd  by  the  Hoose  to  the  oMsidei^ 


[H.  ofS, 

ation  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  must  be 
examined ;  but,  as  to  the  object  of  it,  that  he 
thought  was  more  properly  before  the  Committee, 
as  proposed  by  the  resolution ;  for,  as  I  have  re- 
marked on  other  occasions,  if,  instead  of  discussing 
a  question  fully,  and  collecting  the  sense  of  all  the 
members  in  a  Committee  of  me  Whole,  it  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  one  member  from  each 
Stat&^that  committee  might  be  unanimous  in  £h* 
Tor  of  a  resolution,  against  which,  eighteen  mem- 
bers from  Virginia,  and  a  proportionate  numtm 
firom  other  States,  might  vote ;  or,  bv  the  wei^t 
of  that  committee,  the  resolutitm  mignt  be  earned, 
which  could  not  have  passed  had  it  been  fully  and 
frfeely  discussed  in  the  House.  Here,  then,  my 
colleague's  question  should  be  ezamiaed,  as  I  can- 
not say  (as  has  been  said  by  one  of  them)  that  I 
had  no  hand  in  fixing  the  salaries  and  pay  of  the 
officers  of  Government  and  members  oi^ Congress, 
having  actually  voted  at  New  York  for  them  as 
they  now  stand.  I  think  I  may,  with  propriety, 
give  my  opinion  reapectii^  it.  And  I  am  cleurly 
of  opiniouj  sir,  that  the  question  arises  from  a  mis- 
apprehension of  the  subject  to  which  it  is  applied ; 
for  there  cannot  be  a  greater  mistake  than  to  su{^ 
pose  that  pusimony  in  a  Republic  is  necessary  to 
Its  support.  A  certain  degree  of  ecQnon»r  is  sof 
but  parsimony,  applied  to  the  salaries  or  public 
officers,  and  the  Representatives  in  particular  may 
be  ruinous  to  the  interests  of  a  ReptdiUc.  Should 
the  salaries  be'so  low  that  men  of  small  fcnrtunes 
cannot  afford  to  serve  their  cotmtry,  it  must  ha 
deprived  of  their  assistance,  and  we  must  aocept 
of  the  services  of  the  rich,  who,  to  luve  their  wiUs, 
though  low,  will  serve  even  without  pay ;  or,  the 
State  will  be  served  by  artful  demagogues,  by 
ready,  designing  men,  who  m»y,  in  pursuit  of  pro- 
fit as  well  as  popularity,  cut  out  places  for  them- 
selves and  friends,  produeitig  at  length  c<Hifusian 
and 'anarchy,  or,  at  least,  such  a  bungling  system 
of  legislation  as  will  cost  more  time  and  momaf 
to  rectify  their  blunders  than  the  most  extrava* 
gant  salaries  could  amount  to.  What  true  Re«- 
publican  could  wish  to  exclude  from  a  seat  in 
Congress  a  physician,  lawyer,  merchant,  ftrmer, 
or  any  other  person  possessed  of  such  weu-known. 
abilibes  and  virtues  as  to  attract  the  attention  and 
respect  of  a  district  which  mi^t  wish  to  intrust 
its  interests  to  him  as  a  Representative?  ^^''^ 
ther,  who  ought  not  to  desire  that,  as  all  ofooes 
are  open  to  ill,  that  the  son  of  the  poorest  citizui 
might  be  enabled,  if  qualified,  to  fill  a  seat  here 
or  elsewhere,  to  do  it  without  sacrificing  his  pxi- 
vate  interest  ?  Is  it  reasonaUe  to  expect  that  men 
should  sacrifice  domestic  ease  and  the  interests  of 
their  families  to  serve  their  country  1  It  is  nc« 
just  to  require  it.  Human  nature,  except  on  great 
and  trying  occasions,  oaanot  obey  such  a  reqnisi- 
tioQ.  My  colleague  says  that  he  is  not  a  man  ot 
foTtooe ;  out,  has  he  not  a  profession  by  which  he 
can  make  more  than  by  his  attendance  on  this 
House  ?  If  not,  he  has  not  a  ri|^t  to  require  mA 
a  sacrifice  of  any  other  person^  time  and  talents. 
The  Constitution,  &r  Irpm  requiring  any  thlag 
like  it,  demands  that  compensation  staUl  be  B»ade 
for  all  services ;  aad  who  will  desire  less  fac  sav- 
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vices  than  a  mere  subsistence  for  a  person  whilst 
actually  employed  in  such  service  7  I  am  sure 
that  less  than  the  present  pay  of  members  of  Con- 
gress would  not,  ID  their  present  situation,  be  a 
subsistence.  I  recollect  that,  when  the  House  of 
Representatires  were  debating  in  the  first  session, 
at  New  York^  whether  their  mily  pay  should  be 
four,  fire,  or  six  dollars,  I  affirmed  that  the  expen- 
ces  of  the  members  where  I  boarded  required  that 
it  should  be  six,  that  the  State  of  Virginia  bavine 
rawe  allowed  her  Delegates  to  Congress  eight  dol- 
lars, and  never  less  loan  six,  when  she  bore  the 
whole  expense,  could  not  object  to  her  Represent- 
atives receiving  that  sum,  when  divided,  as  it  was, 
amongst  the  States,  and  spread  out  over  the  vari- 
ous duties  and  taxes  of  the  United  States.  I  ask- 
ed those,  as  I  might  ask  my  colleague  now,  who 
of  our  constituents  could  calculate  what  he  would 
save  by  any  proposed  reduction  of  our  pay  ?  I 
have  long  suspected,  sir,  that  Republics  have  lost 
more  by  parsimoay  than  they  were  aware  of,  and 
that  a  misapprehensioD  of  some  practices  in  an- 
cient Repuokes  has  been  artfiilly  kept  up,  so  as 
to  favor  Aristocracy  and  Monarchy.  The  British 
Parliament  has  now  no  pay ;  bat  have  thev  been 
as  independent  as  their  countrymen  wished  them 
under  the  British  Government  ? 

The  Upper  House  of  the  Legislature,  which 
was  also  tne  Supreme  Court  and  Privy  Council, 
had  a  moderate  salary,  and  would  never  consent 
to  have  it  raised,  that  it  might  be  no  object  to 
men  of  small  fortunes.  But  we  are  told  that 
there  is  discontent  amongst  some  of  our  constitu- 
ents respecting  the  high  salaries  of  certain  officers 
of  Government,  as  well  as  of  the  members  of 
Congress.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  it ;  but  I  hope  that 
when  they  reconsider  the  subject  of  their  com- 
l^nt,  they  will  find  that  it  was  founded  on  mis- 
taken ideas  of  what  is  the  real  interest  of  a  Gov- 
ttnment  like  this.  I  believe  such  a  dissatisfac- 
tion is  subsiding.  I  know  that  I  was  informed 
that  some  of  my  constituents  had  objected  to  my 
re-election  on  account  of  my  votes  at  New  York 
for  hi^h  salaries;  but  I  was  re-elected  by  a  great 
majority  of  votes  in  a  district  of  ten  counties,  and 
bAve  been  again  elected  by  a  district  composed  of 
six  other  counties — that  county  in  which  1  was 
bom,  and  have  always  resided,  being  the  only  one 
which  made  a  part  of  the  former  district  of  ten — 
ud  yet  I  have  heard  no  complaints  respecting 
our  SIX  dollars:  on  the  contrary,  I  have  been  often 
told  they  were  a  moderate  compensation.  Had 
my  constituents  furnished  rae  with  instructions  to 
▼ote  for  a  reductitm  of  it,  I  should  have  obeyed 
Uiem.  Had  they  sent  by  me  remonstrances,  such 
as  ray  colleague  says  may  be  heaped  upon  your 
table,  I  should  have  laid  them  there;  but  I  should 
never  again  ask  them  for  a  seat  in  the  House.  I 
ahoold  wish  to  retire. 

In  rtl^y  to  the  member  who  had  objected  to 
the  pay  of  the  Speaker,  and  the  difierence  be- 
tween the  pay  of  members  of  the  two  Houses, 
Mr.  P.  said,  that  whoever  would  consider  the  duty 
of  the  Speakgb  -f  his  Jong  confinement  to  the 
Chair;  his  painful  attention  to  every  word  spoken 
in  the  House,  and  his  re^Mmsibility  for  the  cor- 


rectness of  the  Journals — an  examination  of  which 
must  take  up  much  of  his  time — would  surelynot 
think  bis  pay  too|^eat.  As  to  the  difierence  be- 
tween the  pay  of  a  Senator  and  RepresenutiTe. 
he  had  voted  for  it,  from  a  belief  tliat  a  Senator 
having  more  services  to  perform  than  a  Repr^ 
sentative,  had  a  rigrht  lo  more  pay.  The  Senate 
not  only  have  to  originate  bilb  as  this  House  bu, 
and  to  revise  and  amend  bills  sent  from  hence, 
and  often  to  correct  the  careless  errors  they  cwh 
tain,  but  to  make  themselves  acquainted  with 
the  Law  of  Nations,  and  to  be  prepared  to  judgt 
of  Treaties ;  and  also  of  ofiences  brought  before 
them  by  impeachments.  When  the  Senaion 
may  have  gone  through  the  labors  of  a  long  ses- 
sion, and  the  Representatives  are  returning  fiome. 
they  may  be  called  upon  to  consider  certain  Domi- 
nations to  offices,  or  certain  Treaties;  and  U 
another  time  to  try  certain  impeachments.  Be- 
sides all  this,  the  age  of  a  Senator  must  be  ^ucIl 
by  the  Constitution,  that  it  is  probable  that  liii 
family  is  larger,  and  his  nusaUs  in  life  mow 
fixed  and  profitable  than  those  of  a  RepreseiM- 
tive,  who  may  be  elected  when  only  twen^i^re. 
and  therefore  his  services  must  require  tuAa 
compensation.  As  to  the  President  and  Vict 
President's  salaries,  I  voted  for  a  laiger  sum 
than  was  allowed  to  either,  and  thought  that  ilie 
disproportion  between  them  was  too  great.  Witlt 
respect  to  the  juik^s,  I  still  think  their  salaries 
too  small,  and  so  should  every  one  think  who  will 
consider  the  vast  importance  of  their  office;  tbe 
labor  of  both  mind  and  body  which  it  reqoirts: 
the  laborious  course  of  study  through  which  > 
man  must  have  gone  to  be  qualified  for  it,  and  tlif 
lucrative  employment  such  an  one  must  ban 
given  up  to  undertake  it.  In  short,  I  do  Dot  re- 
collect a  salary  which  I  think  too  high.  And  1 
must  repeat  it,  that  I  do  not  think  that  la^»l*- 
ries  in  a  Republic  can  injure  it ;  but  that  tnialL 
inadequate  salaries  may  overtom  a  Republie. 

I  am  sorry  that  the  question  haa  beui  broo^ 
before  us  reflecting  our  own  pay  this  sessmi 
because  the  efections  in  Virginia  are  not  over;  it 
would  become  us  much  belter  another  sessioo,  if 
re-elected,  to  reduce  it,  than  to  do  so  vrbea  «c 
may  be  left  out.  Besides,  if  I  vote  for  a  reiliK- 
tion,  I  may  be  suspected  of  courting  popularitTi 
and,  if  agamst  it,  of  despising  the  opinions  of  mr 
constituents,  if  they  have  adopted  those  whies 
some  members  tell  us  prevail  amongst  their  con- 
stituents. I  do  not  like  to  be  in  such  a  dilemDS 
nor  to  have  my  independence  unnecessariljr  tried- 
I  wish,  as  the  question  is  before  us,  that  itWf 
be  fully  debated  here,  and  even  referred  to  iht 
further  ctmsideration  of  a  select  committee;  ^ 
cause  I  think  the  opinions  even  of  a  sin^  sie^ 
ber  and  his  district  should  be  treated  with  respeetj 
and  that  when  they  have  been  iairly  proved  to  w 
founded  in  error,  there  will  be  an  end 
plaints,  and  an  aequiescrace  in  the  decisioi  « 
this  House. 

Mr.  GtLLEaPiE  proposed  an  amendmesL 
lyiope  of  which  was,  that  a  committee  should  tt 
appointed  to  examine  and  report  whetho'  >>T 
and  what  alterations  were  necessary  ia  the  sC 
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fixing  salaries  to  the  officers  under  Govern- 
ment. He  suj^fested  this  amendment  from  no 
xnotire  wbaterer  but  what  was  fair.  There  had 
been,  and  there  still  was,  a  d^ree  of  clamor  upon 
the  subject,  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to 
jpay  attention  to  the  voice  of  the  public,  whether 
right  or  wrong.  IT,  upon  investigation,  it  should 
appear  that  the  salaries  were  not  higher  than  they 
ought  to  be,  then  the  report  of  the  Committee  would 
be  the  best  method  for  stopping  the  public  clamor. 

Mr.  Claibohhe  hoped  that  the  Committee 
would  not  rise,  but  decide  the  point.  He  trusted 
t  hat  no  gentleman  would  again  point  at  him,  and 
say  that  that  the  motion  came  out  of  his  brain. 
There  was  not  one  officer  under  Government 
whom  he  would  point  out  and  say,  that  such  an 
9fficer  had  too  high  a  salary.  He  iiad  expecta- 
tions that  this  discussion,  by  oringing  forward  the 
observations  of  several  gentlemen,  would  in  some 
degree  satisfy  the  peo^e,  and  that  there  would 
be  no  more  pointing  out  with  a  finger  and  saying, 
TTtere  goes  a  aix-doUan-ordav  man." 

Another  member  observed,  Uat  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  House  to  attend  to  the  voice  of  thur  con- 
stituents, and  for  this  reason,  he  should  vote  for  a 
CcHmminee.  He  would  mention  what  he  had 
always  considered  as  a  most  odious  distinction, 
the  additional  dollar  per  day,  which  is  to  be  paid 
to  the  Senate  from  and  after  the  4th  of  March 
next  [The  reader  will  observe,  that  by  the  act, 
members  of  the  Senate  were  to  have  seven  dol- 
lars per  day,  but  the  additional  dollar  was  not  to 
commence  till  the  lapse  of  six  years,  when  all 
the  Senators  of  the  first  Congress  had  gone  out.j 
There  was  anothier  thing  for  which  he  never 
could  see  any  reason,  and  that  was  the  giving  of 
twelve  dollars  per  day  to  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  GiLBa  was  perfectly  convinced  that  the 
allowance  to  the  members  is  small  enough  al- 
ready. The  saving  of  a  dollar  per  su^^ted 
by  Mr.  Rutherford,  would  be  but  httle,  and  it 
was  beginnins  at  the  worst  of  resources.  The 
pa^  ouglit  to  DC  such  as  would  bring  persons  of 
middling  circumstances  into  the  House;  persons 
neither  too  high  in  life  nor  too  low.  If  ue  pay 
was  greatly  reduced,  none  but  very  rich  people 
could  afford  to  give  their  attendance,  and  if  too 
high,  a  seat  in  the  House  might  be  an  object  to 
persons  of  an  opposite  description.  Formerly 
the  State  of  Virginia  allowed  eight  dollars  per 
day  to  the  members  of  its  Legislature.  This  sum 
had  since  been  reduced  to  six  dollars.  Mr.  G- 
mentioned  this  to  show  that  in  the  practice  of  in- 
dividual States,  there  loight  be  found  a  precedent 
for  the  allowance  to  members  ol  Congress.  He 
was  for  voting  directly.  Mr.  Q.  said,  that  there 
was  a  country  from  which  America  had  copied  a 
great  deal,  and  very  often  too  moch ;  a  country 
which  still  had  a  very  pernicious  influence  in  the 
United  States.  The  members  of  the  British 
Hottse  of  Commons  received  no  wages,  while  the 
officers  of  State  bad  immense  salaries.  It  was, 
however  understood,  that  the  British  House  of 
Commons  were  very  well  paid  for  the  trouble  of 
their  attendance.  Mr.  G.  did  not  wi^  to  see 
•ccnes  of  that  kind  in  this  coimtry. 


[H.ofR* 


Mr.  HiLLHOUBB  hoped  that  the  House  would 
have  done  with  this  thing  immediately,  as  it  had 
now  answered  all  the  purposes  expected  from  it, 
and  he  trusted  that  all  motions  of  tnat  sort  which 
had  an  eye  to  certain  operations  out  of  the  House, 
would  meet  with  the  same  fate. 

The  motion  was  negatived  by  a  very  great  ma- 
jority. 

[Before  the  adjournment,  the  Speaker  sug- 
gested to  the  Hou.se  a  considerable  inconvenience 
occasioned  by  gentlemen  being  introduced,  and 
occupying  such  parts  of  the  House  without  the 
bar  as  were  particularly  allotted  for  the  use  of  the 
House,  and  of  which  several  members  complained. 
There  was  often  so  great  a  crowd  that  members 
could  scarce  walk  round  when  they  had  papers  to 
present  to  the  Chair.  The  passage  was  often  ob- 
structed when  messages  were  to  be  delivered,  and 
frequently  there  was  no  room  left  for  the  mem- 
bers when  they  wished  to  confer  privately  with  ■ 
each  other.  As  he  did  not  conceive  himself  au- 
thorized to  give  special  directions  without  orders  - 
from  the  House,  he  would  take  the  liberty  to  sug- 

fest  to  the  members  of  the  House,  when  intro- 
ucing  their  friends,  the  propriety  of  placing 
them  under  the  ^dleries  to  the  left  of  the  Chair, 
and  reserving  the  space  to  the  right  of  the  Chair 
for  the  members  of  both  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, the  diplomatic  gentlemen,  judges,  and  othef 
officers  of  Government;  which  was  gen«aUy  ac- 
quiesced in.] 


WEDNBSDAy,  January  28. 

A  petition  of  sundry  iron  masters,  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  whose  names  are  thereunto  sub- 
scribed, was  presented  to  the  Hotise  and  read, 
praying  that  an  additional  duty  may  be  impoeed 
on  all  irm  imported  from  foreign  countries;  or 
that  such  other  encouragement  may  be  given  to 
the  manufoctnring  the  said  article  wiUim  the 
United  States,  as  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall 
seem  meet.   Laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Cranmittee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  repeal  a  part,  and 
to  continue  in  force  another  part,  of  the  act,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the 
exportation  of  arm^  and  ammunition,  and  encou- 
raging the  importation  of  the  same and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and 
reported  the  bill  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  Message 
from  the  PRBeiDEiiT  op  the  Uhitbd  States,  aS 
the  eighth  instant,  which  relates  to  the  Letter  from 
the  CS)vemor  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio;  and,  after  s(Hne  time  spent  therein, 
the  CotAmittee  rose,  and  r^rted  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to^ 
viz: 

Resolved^  That  an  appellate  jurisdiction  of  aU 
causes  whereof  one  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  cd*  die  Territory  Northwest  of  the  river 


Reduction  of  Salaries. 


Digitized  by 


fflSTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1148 


Thomas  Permm  and  othera. 


[  Januabt,  1795 


1147 


H.OPR.] 


Ohio,  now  has  jurisdietioo,  ought  to  be  g;iven  to 
die  two  Judges  of  the  same  Court,  who  may  not 
have  adjudicated  on  the  first  trial,  and  the  Go- 
vernor of  the  Territory;  any  two  of  whom  to 
fonn  a  Court  for  that  purpose :  and  also,  that,  in 
causes  of  greater  amount  than  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, an  appeal  ouffht  to  be  siren  to  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  of  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Dbxteil 
Mr.  Hartley,  and  Mr.  Harbison,  do  prepare  and 
briiig  in  the  same. 

Mr.  SAHtTEL  SiirrH,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  re-committed  the  repwt  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  report  of  the  Secret^  of  War,  re- 
specting the  fwti&cations  of  the  United  States, 
made  a  report  j  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  taUe. 

THOMAS  PERSON  AND  OTHERS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Hotise  on  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee on  the  Message  of  the  Presioent,  with  a 
Letter  from  the  Oovemor  of  North  Carolina,  en- 
closing the  memorial  of  Thomas  Person,  and  oth- 
ers^roprietors  of  land  Southwest  of  the  Ohio. 

Tnis  report  produced  a  long  debate.  It  was 
eOBtended  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  ought  to  iDdemnify  the  purchasers  of  cer- 
tain lands  in  North  Carolina,  wno  had  purchased 
them,  under  the  sanction  of  the  State,  from  the 
Indians.  The  Oovemment  had  given  up  the  land 
to  the  Indians. 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  that  the  right  of  the  Oo- 
Temment  for  what  they  had  done,  might  justly  be 
called  in  question.  He  called  upon  the  Legisla- 
ture, in  benalf  of  the  people,  either  to  give  them 
tore  possession  of  their  lands  or  to  give  them  some 
equivalent.  He  a^d  this  as  a  matter  of  right, 
and  not  as  a  favor.  Mr.  McD.  never  had  been, 
nor  was  now,  a  shilling  interested  in  the  concern, 
but  knowing,  as  be  did,  that  a  very  great  number 
ol  citizens  were  injured  by  this  act  of  Govern- 
ment, he  thought  that  it  was  just  and  right  to 
Qompoiiate  them  in  some  way,  or  at  least  such  of 
^em  as  are  willing  to  relinquish  their  claims, 
^ere  were  many  in  easy  circumstance^  no  doubt, 
who  would  not  be  willing  to  give  up  their  olaims ; 
bat,  on  the  other  hand,  many  by  their  sitoatioa 
would  be  obliged  to  do  it. 

Several  other  gentlemen  spoke,  at  length. 

Mr.QiLi^SPiE  moved  thattneComioitteeshoold 
rise,  and  the  Chairman  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Sbdowick  was  for  the  vote  being  taken 
immediately. 

Mr.  Macon  said  that  he  had  not  before  seen 
roch  conduct  It  was  plainly  saying  that  we 
make  no  answer  to  your  arguments,  but  call  for 
the  question^  and  outvote  you.  It  was  not  con- 
sulting the  dignity  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  did  not  know  which  way  the 
votes  would  go,  as  he  had  not  spoken  to  any  gen- 
tleman upon  the  subject.  This  question  had  been 
very  fhlly  discussed,  and  listened  to  with  great 
patience  by  the  members. 

At  last  uie  Committee  xoae ;  the  ^ainnan  ie> 


ported  pn^ress,  and  leave  was  granted  to  sit 
again. 


TuDRBDAV,  January  29. 

Aaron  Eitchell.  returned  to  serve  in  this 
House,  as  a  member  for  the  Slate  of  New  Jersey, 
in  the  room  of  Abraham  Clark,  deceased^  appear- 
ed, produced  his  credentials,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  House;  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitutioo 
of  the  United  States  being  first  administered  to 
him,  by  Mr.  Speaker,  according  to  law. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  repeal  a  part,  and  to  con- 
tinue in  force  another  part,  of  the  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the  ex- 
portation of  arms  aiid  ammunition,  and  encoo- 
ra^ag  the  iiftportatioQ  of  the  same,**  vras  read  the 
third  time  ana  passed. 

A  representation  of  the  Legislature  of  South 
Carolina  was  laid  before  the  House  and  read, 
suggesting  the  propriety  of  an  amendment  to  the 
Muitia  laws  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the 
rank  of  officers  <in  the  cavalry  and  artillery,  as 
well  as  of  those  in  the  lines  of  the  different  States 
generally. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  representation  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  respecting  the  organizing, 
arming,  and  disciplining  the  Miutia  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  irom  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  authori^ng  the  erection 
of  a  light-bouse  near  the  entrance  <3eorgetowB 
harbor,  in  the  State     South  Can^na ;  which  , 
was  read  twice  and  committed.  , 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo  ! 
rial  of  Joze  Roiz  Silva,  which  lay  upon  the  table: 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Collector  of  the  District  <A 
New  York  be  authorized  to  receive  the  invoice 
and  other  proofs  of  Joze  Roiz  Silva,  respectme 
the  cargoes  of  wines  mentioned  in  his  memorial 
and  if  he  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  same,  or  any 
part  thereof,  was  subject  to  a  less  duty  than  that 
charged  and  paid,  then  to  refund  to  the  said  J<ae  I 
Roiz  Silva  such  sum,  i^  any,  as  shall  appear  to  be 
overcharged  on  the  said  cargo. 

Ordertdj  Thatabill  or  buls  be  broiight  iB,piiT-  i 
suant  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  l£.  Wattb. 
Mr.'CoFniT,  and  Mr.  Malbone,  do  prepare  and  ' 
bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  report  of  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  report  what  further  provisions  are  necessary 
for  the  more  general  promul^tion  of  the  laws, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  Monday  next.  j 

THOMAS  PERSON  AND  OTHEK8.  ' 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Comiail- 
tee  of  the  Whtde,  Mr.  Cobb  in  the  Cliai]%  ta  it- 
simie  the  consideration  of  the  claims  of  Fionas 
Person  and  others,  to  certain  lands  lying  on  tic 
frontier  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  e«M  i 
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jy  the  CommissioDers  of  the  United  States  to  the 

□diaDs. 

Mr.  Gillespie  took  op  the  subject  in  the  same 
tage  in  which  it  stood  tefore  he  spoke  the  pre- 
lediDg  day.  He  said,  let  as  examine  the  conduct 
if  other  States.  Did  not  New  York  dispose  of 
ands  within  her  chartered  limits,  and  from  the 
ales  become  wealthy,  as  she  has  large  sums  in 
he  funds'?  The  State  of  Virginia  took  advantaee 
if  tiie  purchase  of  Henderson  and  Company,  ftr 
hat  part  now  called  Kentucky,  although  they 
low  exclaim  that  the  purchase  was  uuawful; 
ret^ualawful  as  itvas,it  has  extinguished  the 
iidiaii  title  to  those  lands.  Nov,  if  the  purchase 
)f  Henderson  and  Companr  had  this  effect  on  the 
*fortheast  side  of  Walker's  liae,  vfaidi  dirides 
Kentucky  fr<nn  the  Southwest  Territory,  is  it  not 
ust  that  it  should  have  the  same  eff^t  on  the 
iloathwest  side,  when  made  by  the"  same  peraons, 
in  the  setf-eame  day  ?  And  wrely  the  rights  of 
Morth  Carolina  must  be  at  least  equal  to  lUat  of 
Kentucky,  in  everything  except  that  of  power, 
sut  is  Congress  going  to  legislate  by  strength  of 
irm?  I  hope  not.  It  has  b^n  admitted,  by  some 
The  have  spoken  on  the  subject,  that  the  citizens 
»f  North  Cktrolina  have  a  right  of  redress  by  law, 
ind  by  others,  against  her  own  Legislature.  To 
he  first  of  these,  I  ask,  against  whom  is  the  suit 
o  commence?  Are  our  citizens,  thus  bereft  of 
heir  iH-operty,  to  be  compelled  to  litigate  suits  at 
aw  for  property  taken  for  public  use.  and  for  iriiich 
hey  have  a  just  chiim  against  the  United  States; 
>r  ba.re  they  not  an  equal  right  to  compensation  for 
hat  which  the  United  States,  by  their  agent,  took 
rom  them^  as  other  citizens  are  entitled  to,  for  pro- 
lerty  niratically  taken  on  the  high  seas,  by  the  rob- 
>eTs  of  Britain?  And  do  we,  in  the  last  case,  sa^  to 
hese  unfortunate  sufierers,  commence  suits  against 
hose  who  have  injured  you  ?  No.  Government 
las  taken  the  litigation  in  hand,  at  her  own  cost. 
>t  her  do  so  with  the  citizens  of  North  Carolina. 
Jt,  will  the  Government  of  the  United  States  sup- 
lort  the  claim  of  the  injured  against  her  own  Ex- 
entive?  Will  they  do  it  against  the  State  of 
"iorth  Carolina?  They  cannot;  and  from  what 
lath  has  been  said  in  this  matter  it  is  plain  that, 
IS  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  con- 
rerted  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  North  Caro- 
ina  to  the  uses  (tf  her  Government,  compensation 
night  to  be  made  oat  of  the  public  parse,  as  the 
contrary  would,  on  her  part,  destroy  that 'bond  of 
inion  between  her  as  the  sovereign  power  of  the 
Jnited  States,  and  her  citizens,  uid  as  not  only 
KHind  to  govern  with  justice,  but  also  to  protect 
hem  from  all  manner  of  injury,  as  well  domestic 
18  foreign.  Mr.  G.  apolc^ized,  that  he  was  with- 
>at  authority  in  the  House,  but  woald  pledge  his 
epntatioQ  toat  what  he  should  advance,  if  not 
rerbatim,  should  be  in  substance  with  the  author 
|Uoted : 

"  It  is  admitted  by  many,  that  the  sovereign  aothor- 
ty  poeseraet  a  power,  under  the  lawa  of  ancient  domain, 
o  alienate  the  property  of  the  subject,  for  the  benefit 
»f  the  Commonweuth,  If  impending  public  necesri^ 
ifaiiut  private  imvry."  But,  wHhoat  doubt,  they  that 
lawe  losl  or  sMi^eed  tfieir  pn^ortgr  to  the  paUie  laftty 


in  lodi  extremi^,  ought  to  have  satiafiwdon  made,  as 
fiur  M  posaiUe,  by  the  Commonwealth.    Anything  abort 
of  this  would  destroy  the  leciprodty  between  the  save- , 
reign  and  gahject."-~Pttffendorf,  b.  8,  e.  6,  §  7. 

But  can  public  necessity  be  urged  in  the  present 
case  to  justify  this  kind  of  political  robbery?  I 
answer,  no.  If  the  Indians  are  to  be  kept  in  peace 
by  bribes,  why  not  in  this,  as  in  other  similar  cases, 
by  presents  and  pecuniary  rewards  ?  Is  it  not  an 
indignity  to  the  United  States  to  purchase  peace 
from  an  Indian  nation,  at  the  expense  of  a  part  of 
her  citizens,  whose  resources  at  best  were  scanty, 
and  are,  by  this  and  other  speculations,  almost  an- 
nihilated ?  Surely  it  is.  And,  let  me  add,  is  it 
not  an  invariable  axiom  with  all  authors  on  Go- 
vernment, 

"  That  all  aacrifices  of  proper^  made  by  individuals 
for  the  public  benefitor  accommodation,  ibould or  ought 
to  be  paid  oatofthepaUie  revenue,  and  that  one  sbould 
not  bear  more  of  the  harden  than  another."-BUrfeinaaut, 

A.  8,  e.  B,  §  S7,  28. 

Is  it  not,  then,  obvious  to  ^ll,  who  will  reflect 
on  this  subject,  that  compensation  is  due  to  these 
individuals,  whose  property  has  been  wrested  from 
them  for  Government  puriuses?  The  same  author 
observes,  in  the  38th  section  of  the  same  chapter: 

"  That  as  do  anfcjeot  can  assume  any  part  of  the 
BOveragn  pswer  wnhoat  the  emiMnt  of  dw  whtri^ 
neither  can  any  •oreroiga  aQtberity  d^he  the  satgast 
of  bis  rig^t  and  ^mftrtw,  nor  nbstitate  anothor  som- 
reign  over  him  wilboat  ma  ctHuenL" 

The  public  is  in  nothing  more  essentially  inter- 
ested than  in  the  protection  of  every  individiml^ 
private  rights,  as  modelled  by  the  mtraieipol  law 
m  this  and  similar  cases.  The  Legislature  can  and 
frequently  does  interpose,  and  compel  the  indi- 
vidual to  aeguiesee.  But  how  does  it  interpose 
and  compel  f  Not  by  stripping  the  individual  of 
his  property  in  an  arbitrary  manner.  No.  But  by 
giving  him  full  and  ample  indemnification  for  the 
injury  sustained;  for  there  must  be  an  end  of  all 
social  commerce  between  man  and  man,  unless 
private  possessions  be  secured  from  unjust  inva- 
sions. Thus,  the  protection  of  a  State,  in  every 
precedent  to  be  found  in  books  that  treat  of  the 
fundamental  laws  of  civil  society,  or  in  the  reso* 
lutioQs  and  acts  of  the  Briti^  Parliament,  means 
restitution,  indemnity,  or  compensation.  GrrOim, 
when  treating  of  the  right  of  the  sovereign  ath> 
thority  to  give  up  or  take  the  property  of  the  sub- 
ject, calls  It  "  restitution,  satisfaction Buriema- 
qui,  "indemnity, and  indemnifying  the  subject  for 
me  injury  stistained;"  end  Vattel,  "  recompense 
out  of  the  public  money."  It  is  farther  observed, 
^t  cases  of  this  kind  operate,  like  property  thrown 
into  the  sea  to  save  the  ship,  by  making  an  esti- 
mate of  the  loss,  and  causing  an  eqtial  average  on 
the  property  saved,  which  each  owner  is  bound  to 
pay.  So  that,  from  the  fullest  conviction,  I  am  of 
opmion  the  citizens  of  North  Carolina  are  enti- 
tled to  the  relief  reported  b^  the  select  committee, 
and  that  strict  justice  requires  we  should  comply 
with  it }  for,  as  [  hare  said,  in  aotiiing  is  the  Go- 
vernment ot  the  United  States  more  concerned, 
in  asnperlative  degree,  than  in  doing  strict  justice 
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to  her  citizens,  as  of  the  last  importaoce  in  pre- 
serving  the  affections  of  the  people  to  the  Govern- 
ment. Vacancies  in  our  Departments,  civil,  ju- 
dicial, or  military,  may  be  supplied  as  well,  but  to 
restore  the  confidence  of  a  people  borne  down 
with  oppression,  exceeds  comprehension.  It  is 
like  attempting  to  return  from  the  grave — is  with- 
out precedent,  and  is  vain  labor  indeed.  At  differ- 
ent epochs  it  has  shoolt  the  foundations  of  mo- 
oarchies,  and  caused  tyrants  to  tremble  and  atone 
for  theif  crimes  with  their  lives ;  and,  as  I  said  at 
an  early  stage  of  the  debate,  if  usurpers,  tyrants, 
and  despots,  have  been  compelled  to  do  justice,  by 
this  undeaiable  law  of  nature,  shall  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  founded  on  the  pure 
principles  of  Democracy,  bp  less  just  ?  Surely 
not.  Have  we  received  a  power  to  exercise  in 
wantonly  oppressing  those  who  gave  it  7  God  for- 
bid! Therefore,  let  it  ever  bj  impressed  on  our 
minds,  that  justice  exalteth  a  nation.  The  House, 
I  hope,  will  pardon  my  detaining  them,  at  a  time 
when  every  moment  is  precious.  But  the  duty  I 
owe  to  my  injured  constituents  forMds  silence,  and 
will  I  hope  be  a  sufficient  apology.  I  shall,  there- 
fore, submit  to  the  judgment  of  the  House,  not 
doubting  but  justice  will  be  done. 

Mr.  Nicholas  was  satisfied  that  the  purchasers 
of  the  lands  had  a  claim  either  against  the  United 
States  or  the  State  of  North  Carolina.  Much 
had  been  said  about  the  Indian  right ;  but  the  In- 
dians never  had  been  fit  to  occupy  these  lands.  It 
could  never  have  been  the  design  of  nature  that 
these  people  should  be  termed  the  possessors  of 
land  which  they  were  incapable  to  enjoy.  He 
was,  upon  the  whole,  on  the  side  of  the  clatmaQts, 
thotwh  he  enumerated  some  of  the  difficulties  that 
would  attend  an  attempt  to  please  all  parties. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  had  found  much  difficulty  in 
forming  his  opinion  upon  this  question.  He  had 
at  first  been  somewhat  disposed  against  the  claim- 
ants, but  at  last,  after  full  deltMration,  he  was 
convinced  of  the  justice  of  giving  them  redress. 
He  requested  the  particular  attention  and  candor 
of  the  House.  The  United  States  were,  in  this 
case,  made  a  judge  in  their  own  cause,  and  there- 
fore it  became  more  their  duty  to  examine  every 
part  of  the  subject  with  the  more  accuracy.  Mr. 
S. .  then  began  a  distinct  detail  of  the  circum- 
stances in  the  present  dispute.  Previous  to  the 
year  1796,  North  Carolina  was  a  British  Colony, 
and  the  British  Crovra  considered  itself  as  enti- 
tled to  bestow  grants  of  territory.  Id  that  year. 
North  Carolina  became  a  sovereign  State,  and 
CfHusequently  she  conceived  herselfas  succeeding 
to  the  right  of  the  British  Crown,  and  as  having 
a  eight  to  bestow  grants  in  the  same  way  as  the 
Kings  of  Great  Britain  had  done.  This  claim  was 
asserted  in  her  general  Declaration  of  Rights,  and 
it  was  incorporated  into  her  Constitution.  When 
North  Carolma  entered  into  the  Union,  all  the  Le- 
gislative rights  of  the  State  were  preserved,  and, 
by  a  necessary  inference^  her  title  to  the  lands 
comprehended  in  her  original  charter.  In  1783, 
the  State  opened  an  office  to  sell  the  absolute 
right  of  such  lands  as  had  not  been  disposed  of. 
In  1789,  North  Carolina  ceded  the  right  of  juris- 


diction to  the  United  States,  but  she  reserved  ha 
own  Legislative  rights,  and  consequently  her  rigki 
to  sell  the  lands  within  her  own  territory ;  uiii 
disposing  of  the  lands  in  question,  the  Bttte  iiA 
not  intend  merely  to  sell  the  right  of  pre-empdai 
from  the  Indians,  but  the  absolute  title  to  the  laadi 
Mr.  S.  read  a  part  of  the  ConstitutiMi  of  Nortk 
Carolina,  in  order  to  explain  what  degree  of  le- 
gislation the  State  had  conceded  to  the  Fedenl 
Government,  and  what  part  she  had  reservetl  to 
herself ;  and  he  was  clearly  of  opioioo,  that  lie 
disposal  of  the  lands  had  been  reserved.  In  178i 
the  State  offered  these  lands  for  sale.  In  l7% 
the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  assigoea 
a  great  part  of  them  to  the  Indians.  In  1786,  iIk 
Li;^'islature  of  North  Carolina  declared  that  thej 
would  support  the  purchasers.  The  grand  quej- 
tion  now  is,  did  the  State,  by  acceding  to  the  Cot- 
federation,  give  up  her  right  of  legislationi  8k( 
gave  up  her  ruht  to  make  Indian  treaties,  bat  r- 
served  that  of  legislation,  because,  as  above  » 
served,  it  formed  a  part  of  her  Constitution,  wkiek 
was  understood  to.  continue  unrii^ted.  Tko 
lands  were  bought  with  certificates,  whick  it  w 
alleged,  on  the  other  side,  would  purchase  noduif 
else.  If  the  certificates  would  purchase  Dottua; 
else,  it  was  proper  at  least  that  they  should  ban 
been  restored  to  their  first  owners,  who  michtlare 
subscribed  themtoapart  of  the  Public  Debt  of  ibe 
United  States.  They  werecerlainlyentitledeithw 
to  their  land  or  their  certificates.  These  c«r^ 
cates,  which  were  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  Nwn 
Carolina,  were  those  of  the  United  States.  If  Ifct 
owners  had  only  a  pre-emption  ri^t,  Mr.  <** 
sisted  that  the  certificates  should  be  retunei 

Mr.  Sedowick  said,  that  this  was  quiteaaev 
fact  to  him,  and  if  it  was  as  stated,  ™ 
necessity  for  L^islative  interference  at  all  Tk 
State  or  North  Carolina  had  only  to  come  forwan 
and  subscribe  them  to  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  W.  Smitb  explained,  that  when  deliwej 
into  the  Treasury  of  North  Carolina,  they 
cancelled.  After  this  they  were  again 
be  made  current  by  the  subscriptions  of  'beoS'** 
of  the  State,  and  in  that  shape  they  were  ofew 
to  the  Commissioners  of  Loans,  who  refused  w 
accept  them.  The  exact  amount  of  the  cata- 
cates  could  still  be  ascertained,  as  well  as  I* 
names  of  the  persons  to  whom  they  belooge* 
They  had  been  cancelled,  but  not  destroyed. 

Mr.  BouDENOT  imagined  thai  Mr.  Smitb  W 
furnished  a  new  and  forcible  argument  *![ 
own  cause.   This  claim  of  North 
the  lauds  was  wrong^  and  this  docuiae 
the  cause  of  all  the  disputes  in  which  the  Fcae™ 
Giovenunent  has  been  engaged.   Tfae  ^ron  « 
Britain  had  never  pretended  to  any  right  of  ^ 
kind,  nor  ever  thot^ht  it  had  a  title  to  MY  jw" 
till  they  were  first  purchased  from  the  ma» 
The  question  before  theComtaitteewas.b««w 
United  States  taken  away  any  claim  "^'"'^''^ 
purchasers  of  these  lands  bad  f  And  the 
IS,  that  the  United  States  have  not.  The 
of  North  Carolina  only  bad  a  right  to  seU"' 
privilege  of  pre-emption.   This  was  the  opij 
which  the  poicbaseis  obtained,  and  this  riifcit"! 
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itiU  possess.  As  lo  the  certificates,  they  were  not 
iiose  of  the  Uoited  States,  but  those  of  North 
i^arolina.  They  were  not  Continental  certificates, 
md  for  that  reason  Continental  officers  would  not 
iccept  them ;  but  North  Carolina  has  since  brought 
Jiese  certificates  into  her  account  against  the 
3reiieral  Gorernmeot.  The  Commissioners,  in 
L786,  had  done  a  very  great  service  to  North  Ca- 
■olina,  by  settUoe  a  Ime  of  boundary,  and  puttiDg 
in  end  to  the  Indian  war.  He  thought  that  the 
»est  way  would  be  for  the  claimants  to  apply  to 
he  Executive,  and  agree  amone  themselves  to 
ixtinguish.  by  an  interference  of  that  kind,  the 
ndian  right.  This  would  be  much  better  than 
or  the  House  to  iavoWe  itself  in  the  purchase  of 
IB  immense  tract  of  land,  at  an  expense  of  seven 
»r  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  (or  how  much 
Dore  Mr.  B.  coold  not  tell,)  when  there  was  so 
Quch  occasion  for  the  money  to  pay  the  National 
!>ebt.  He  again  declared  that  he  should  think  it 
he  best  way  to  obtain  the  sood  offices  of  the  Ez> 
«utive  in  extinguishing  the  Indian  right.  The 
Six  Nationsposse&sed  part  of  the  territory  of  Penn- 
ylvania.  This  State  also  may  apply  to  the  Ge- 
teral  Oovemmenc  for  redress,  if  North  Carolina 
rere  to  get  payment  for  these  lands.  The  State 
>f  New  I  ork  may  do  st^  for  the  same  reascms  as 
*IoTth  Carcdina.  This  would  be  inTolnng  the 
3oTernment  in  an  endless  labyrinth.  He  was  as 
mwilling  as  any  gentleman  in  the  House  to  inters 
ere  with  the  imaa  of  the  Legislature  of  North 
Zlarolina.  But  he  did  not  wish  to  see  the  House 
roing  Uindfold  into  the  business.  The  United 
states  have  too  much  land  already. 

Mr.  KiTTBRA. — The  certificates  must  have  been 
nveu  in  by  North  Carolina  to  the  United  States. 
she  denied  the  rijghl  of  the  Commissioners^  in 
L7S6,  to  make  Indian  treaties,  but  now  tluit  right 
s  given  up.  He  agreed  with  Mr.  Boddikot  as  to 
lis  observations  on  Pennsylvania.  G^wgia^  also 
le  said,  had  about  sixty  millions  of  acres  within 
ler  chartered  limits.  The  business  would  never 
MTe  ao  end,  if  the  General  Ckivemment  was  to 
nteriere  in  h1  these  ^»ses. 

Mr.  SooTT.— Has  not  this  Government  a  right 
o  restraia  every  wild-ffoose  exeursini  into  the 
roods?  If  it  has  not,  the  Union  must  fall  pros- 
rate  at  the  feet  of  ererf  wild  nieculator.  Penn- 
ylvania,at  a  great  expense,  miade  preparations  for 
la  establishment  at  Presqu^lsle.  The  ground 
tad  been  bought  at  a  great  expense  from  the  Unit- 
ed States.  Yet  for  the  sake  of  general  peace,  the 
ettlement  had  been  stopped. 

Mr.  McDowBLL  denied  that  the  two  cases  cor- 
esponded,  for  the  lands  at  Presqu'Isle  had  not 
teen  given  to  the  Six  Nations. 

Mr.  BoDOiNOT  differed  from  the  last  speaker. 
Hte  did  not  think  that  anything  farther  had  been 
lone  against  the  interest  of  North  Carolina  than 
igainst  that  o(  Peimsylvania. 

Mr.  Blount  denied  that  Uie  Indians  ever  occu- 
ned  the  lands  in  question,  or  were  fit  to  occupy 
.hem,  in  any  proper  sense  of  the  word.  T<i  wux 
icross  a  conniry,  and  to  shoot  in  it,  was  different 
rom  an  occupation.  Butbendes,tbe  Greeks  and 
Uher^eesmre  not  theonly  tribes  1^0  had  hunted 


n$4 


rn.oFR. 


there.  It  had  been  said  yesterday  that  these  lands 
gave  rise  to  speculation.  Mr.  B.  wished  that  it 
had  done  so,  for  io  that  case  the  certificates  would 
all  have  been  paid  by  this  time.  There  was  no 
difficulty  in  funding  Southern  certificates,  wheU 
once  they  got  into  the  hands  of  Northern  specula- 
tors. Mr.  B.  thought  himself  entitled  to  receive 
back  from  the  United  S&tes  the  money  which  he 
had  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  North  Carolina  for 
these  lands. 

Bdr.MuBBAT  requested  the  fovor  of  any  gentle- 
man to  inform  him,  whether  the  Unds  in  question 
were  possessed  and  occupied,  in  the  more  civilized 
sense  of  the  terms,  by  the  white  people  t  He  b»- 
tieved  they  were  not.  Had  they  been  in  peaces 
able  possession,  living  on,  and  cultivating  the 
lands,  that  circumstance  would  form  a  very  inte- 
resting motive  in  his  mind  in  favor  of  the  mdem- 
nity  that  was  asked.  But,  in  fact,  they  never  were 
possessed  of  any  right  but  thai  which  North  Ca- 
rolina could  give  them — the  pre-emption  right; 
that  right  they  now  possessed  as  fully  as  they  did 
at  the  time  of  the  cession  to  the  United  States. 
[Mr.  Carmeb  rose,  and  informed  him,  that  many 
white  peoT?le,  who  had  begun  forms,  were  driven 
off  their  lands,  and  reduced  to  ^reat  distress  hy 
t)ie  proceedings  of  the  Commissioner?.]  Mr  M. 
said,  an  argument  struck  him  of  some  wei^t — 
that  if  the  ^aim  be  gratified,  the  tslaimants  will  be 
in  a  better  situation  now  tnan  they  would  hare 
been  if  the  cession  had  not  been  made ;  for  North 
Carolina  could  not  have  given  them  absolute  pm- 
sesMon  but  by  force  of  arms.  This  she  would  not 
luave  a  right  to  do.  under  this  Confederation,  nor 
under  the  Constitution,  as  no  one  State  can  make 
war.  But  the  daimants  can  ask  nothing  more  of 
the  United  States  than  they  could  have  had  ac- 
complished for  them  by  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina. A  new  doctrine,  resulting  from  the  Revo- 
lution, must  be  admitted  as  a  ground  of  reasrajing, 
when  Indian,  unconquered  territory,  is  before  us. 
The  Provinces  had  power,  as  individual  bodies — 
which  States,  as  such,  have  not—the  rig^t  of 
making  war,  and  gaining  possession  of  Indian  ter> 
ritory  by  cmiqnest  So  it  wa^  that  a  Province 
could,  from  its  own  separate  resources,  make  war 
on  Indians,  and  pay  individually  the  expense. 
But  when  the  great  contest  for  Independence  came 
on,  all  the  States  were,  in  fact,  principal  confede- 
rated bodies,  long  before  they  signed  die  paper  of 
Conftderation.  The  doctnne,  which  suited  such 
a  body  of  States,  was,  that  whatever  might  be 
gained  by  the  joint  efforts  and  expense  of  all, 
should  be  the  property  of  all,  jointly;  and  he 
thought  that  every  principle  of  sound  justice  war- 
ranted him  in  applying  the  doctrine,  so  for  as  to 
say,  that  whatever  might  be  the  chartered  limits 
of  each  Province,  whue  dependent^  yet  the  mo- 
ment of  the  joint  contest  was  that  m  which  the 
true  limits  of  a  State  were,  as  far  as  property  in  land 
went,  confined  to  ^at  bonndair  which  was  really 
located,  occupied,  and  peuieably  holden  within 
the  limits.  To  say  that  the  State  had  a  right  more 
positive  than  the  pre-emptive  one,  to  lands  actu- 
ally occupied  and  defended  by  hostile  tribes  of 
Indians  within  the  chartered  limits,  admits  a  |nin- 
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ciple,  that,  if  put  into  aetioii,  teaided  necessivily^  to 
violate  the  ^eat  priacii^e  of  the  Confederatim, 
and  of  the  present  CoostitutioD,  which  divests  the 
individuat  States  of  the  right  to  make  war;  as  the 
State,  to  make  good  any  sales  she  might  mi^e 
within  the  hostile  territoryj  would  be  obliged  to 
make  war  on  the  tribes  to  dtspoasess  them.  The 
lands  in  question  were  in  this  situation.  They 
were  occupied  by  Indian  tribes,  and  were  never  in 
possession  of  North  Carolina.  The  gentleman 
from  that  State  seems  to  doabt  the  oeeupancy  of 
the  tribes.  Mr.  M.  believed  we  woold  vioUte  prin- 
eiples  of  jttstice  were  we  to  borrow  the  principle 
of  occupancy  from  books,  and  aj^y  it  to  Indian 
society.  The  Indian  tribes  held  certain  tracts  of 
land.  As  to  the  mode  in  which  they  thought  it 
most  rational  to  use  the  land,  it  was  nothing 
against  their  right  to  say  its  exercise  differed  from 
our  mode.  He  onderstood  they  made  a  hunting 
ground  of  the  land  in  dispute.  They  had  a  right 
to  use  it  as  such,  and  their  mode  of  use  wa^  no 
afgument  against  their  right  All  that  could  be, 
or  was  proved  to  belong  to  North  Carolina,  was 
the  Colonial  right  of  qiulified  sovereignty,  called 
the  pre-emption  right.  This  was  all  she  could 
grant,  and  this  was  all  that  the  claimants  coald 
take  from  her.  They  had  that  now ;  and  as  he 
eoold  not  see  thejpropriety  of  maki^  their  situa- 
tion better  than  it  the  cession  had  not  been  made, 
so  he  could  not  agree  to  the  resolution  for  giving 
them  indemnity.  Perhaps  his  ideas  on  tlK  mib- 
ject  might  be  nuhioned  by  local  circumstances, 
belonginf^  as  he  did  to  a  Sute  which  had  no  share 
im  those  noh  funds  which  the  large  frontier  States 
possesned,  he  thought,  very  unjustly,  in  immense 
tracts  of  back  lands.  He  felt  it  a  duty  to  narrow 
all  claims  like  the  present  as  much  as  possible. 
Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  Jersey,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  were  all  in  the  same  situation.  They 
had  no  back  lands,  and  were  divestec(  of  the  share 
they  were  justly  entitled  to  in  the  back  ktnds, 
which  now  bring  immense  funds  of  wealth  into 
the  land  offices  of  those  States  which  possess 
them. 

Bfr.  HnsTBB  wished  to  have  that  part  of  the 
law  read,  wliich  relates  to  the  apeeies  of  eertifl- 
aiUB  referred  to  in  the  debate:  this  waa  aeend- 
iwly  done.  Mr.  H.  said,  that  he  had  not  enough 
of  evidence  before  him  to  give  a  vote.  He  thete- 
fore  wished  that  the  Committee  might  rise. 

Hr.  Macok  said,  that,  according  to  Mr.  Booni- 
WOT,  it  was  the  doctrine  of  North  Carolina  in 
1783,  that  the  State  possesaed  a  ri^t  to  the  unap- 
proDfiated  lands.  If  that  was  their  doctrine  then, 
nothing  had  since  happened  which  could  make  it 
cease  to  be  so  now.  The  Crown  of  Britain  had 
transferred  the  absolute  property  of  lands,  without 
inquiring  for  permission  from  the  Indians.  This 
evidence  went  strongly  to  prove  that  North  Car- 
(^ina  had  the  same  title.  The  case  of  Prestfu'- 
Isle  did  not  apply,  for  Pennsylvania  was  raising 
troops  to  make  that  settlement,  uid  no  State  can, 
by  the  Gwstitutioa,  raise  troops  of  itsdf.  He 
'Wished  the  Committee  not  to  rise  till  they  had  de- 
termined the  qnestion. 

Mr.  CaBirae  had  foresera  Aat  the  claim  before 


the  Committee  woold  be  opposed  upoa  ramai 
grounds:  but  he  considered  noae  of  them  as  vcfl 
founded.  GranU  were  first  made  by  North  Cm- 
lUia  to  individuals,  of  lands  within  her  chaitend 
boundary.  The  cesiion  made  to  and  accepted 
the  United  States,  conditioned  to  secure  the  into^ 
est  of  individuals.  A  treaty  was  thereaAeronte- 
ed  to  be  held  by  the  United  Sutes  with  the  !■■ 
dians,  and  by  that  treaty,  lands  fonneriy  ftnxk. 
were  relinqaished  to  them.  The  CommuaioMB 
of  North  Carolina  protested  in  form.  The  peofk 
turned  out,  had  paid  ten  poinds  the  hundredacn, 
for  their  luids,  and  they  were  entitled  locoiDp» 
sation  from  North  Carolina,  or  from  the  Dninl 
.  States.  It  had  been  said,  that  North  Carolina,  bi 
no  right  but  that  of  pre-emption.  This  Mr.  C 
denied.  North  Carolina  had  a  right  to  all  tk 
lands  within  her  boundary ;  and  there  was  an  ts- 
'  press  agreement  reserving  those  lands  to  indiriA- 
uals.  Why  did  the  United  States  contract  wA 
the  State,  if  she  had  no  rieht?  The  Indianaoem 
could  have  been  considered  an  independent  niiiia 
else  there  would  be  compensation  tn  mperio.  Ht 
mentioned  the  case  of  the  Tallissee  Country  c» 
taining  four  millions  of  acres.  By  a  treaty  nafc 
ia  17^,  between  the  State  of  Oeo^  and  tk 
Creeks,  this  land  was  ceded  to  Oeorgia.  By  a  » 
cond  treaty,  at  New  York,  this  very  country  wis 
relinquished  to  the  Indians,  and  of  course  the  hm 
fide  right  of  the  State  wrested  from  them,  tfi 
decision  could  be  had  on  this  case  before  a  jadios 
tribunal  it  would  not  require  a  moment^  hesiti- 
tioo  to  determine  in  favor  of  the  State,  and  tkit 
the  treaty  was  a  Dullitj.  It  had  been  alle^  t^i 
the  right  of  pre-emption  was  the  only  ri^t  id 
possession  of  the  States,  that  is,  a  title  to  piieb>" 
of  the  hcddera  of  the  property,  in  exclosioe  o(  ^  j 
other  States,  or  iodividuais  thereof  or  the  parocu-  | 
lar  State.  Mr.  C.  contended  that  the  fee^imptt 
of  all  the  soil  within  the  chartered  limits  belong 
to  the  State.  As  to  the  boundaries,  the  d^tin 
Treaty  of  Peace  seUles  them  beyond  coatiadie- 
tion.  As  to  the  prt^rietors  of  tbete  bads  beis^a  | 
no  worse  condiuon  now  than  before  the  ce^  i 
back  to  the  Indians,  the  peoj^  were  {rfowiag  tv 
Umds,  when  driven  from  than^  and  wiU  any 
tletnan  say  that  thla  is  not  injuriag  peopleT  A< 
to  the  State  of  North  Carolina  havuw  ne  fU^ 
cular  claim  to  the  land  now  beyond  the  IndimbK 
he  vrould  pat  a  ease  vrithin  the  chapter  ofpost 
bilities.  Suppose  that  all  the  Indians  were  oriTa 
over  the  Mississippi  to-morrow,  to  whom  ww* 
the  lands  which  they  now  possess  bdong? 

Krtionlar  States,  to  be  sure,  within  who«  nj 
eylay.  ThegentlemMiwhoadvocatefornHaiWf-  j 
and  who  talk  of  treating  the  Im^nswitbhuiW- 
ity,  are  the  very  men  mio  have  nnitormly  ctm- 
tenanced  the  raising  of  troops,  and  augmentiDj* 
force  on  oor  Northwestern  frontiers.  How  a» 
they  reconcile  their  conduct  1  The  Indins 
South  aretobetratedwithhnm8nUy,udtM^  | 
to  the  North  are  to  be  butehered,  that  the  Ubiw 
States  nuy  enjoy  their  property. 

Mr.  BotTMKOT  said,  that  the  charter  bornn^ 
tain  extended  to  the  Bonth  Sea,  bat  such  a^nnp 
of  territory  was  not  really  claimed  by  niw> 
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He  read  several  ot  the  old  laws  of  North  Carolina, 
o  prore  thftt  the  Indian  right  of  soil  had  always 
>e€n  acknowledged. 

Mr.BLonHT  had  nerer  thought  of  quoting  thi« 
mok,  which  he  now  did,  to  show  that  the  Bridi^ 
jforeinment  had  aathorized  conituest.  He  did 
lot  know  of  one  purchase  made  in  Carolina.  It 
vas  all  conquest,  and  so  were  nine-tenths  of  all 
he  lauds  held  by  the  white  people  in  America. 

Mr.  McDowell. — Those  uinas  which  are  the 
ubject  of  debate,  and  whieh  a  number  of  gentle- 
aen  hare  coutended,  that  North  Carolina  had  not  a 
ight  to  grant  to  her  citizens,  have  been  proved  tu  be 
nthin  the  chartered  limits  as  granted  by  Charles 
I.,  and  which  limits,  sovereignty  and  jurisdic- 
ioQ  were  guaranteed  to  the  State  by  the  Articles 
>f  Confederation.  . 

After  this,  and  within  the  year  1783,  the  Legis- 
ature  passed  a  law  for  opening  an  office  to  receive 
latries  of  lands  in  the  district  of  cowitry  now 
ailed  the  Territory  South  of  the  Ohio,  for  the  re- 
[emption  of  iqtecial  and  other  certificates;  and 
&er  ft  number  of  the  sorveys  were  made,  and  the 
rrants  issued,  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  ordered  a  treaty  to  be  held  with  the  Cher- 
>kee.  Indians  at  Holston,  in  the  year  1785,  and  the 
^ommissioDers  agreed  to  give  up  a  la^  quantity 
if  lands  before  stated  to  the  Indians;  bat,  previous 
0  articles  beiiw  signed,  Colonel  Blount,  who  was 
he  agent  for  Nortn  Carolina,  entered  his  protest 
D  behalf  of  the  State,  that  some  of  the  articles 
.bout  to  be  entered  into  between  the  Commission^ 
ITS,  ou  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
Cherokee  Indians,  would  infringe  on  the  Legisla- 
ive  rights  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  the 
.•egi^ature  of  the  State  also  protested  against  the 
ffoceedines. 

I  must  here  remark,  that  the  then  Gh>verttment 
>{  the  United  States  agreeably  to  the  Ar«icle«  of 
3<Rifederatk»,  conla  not  legally  make  use  of  the 
iroperty  of  the  State  for  any  piu^KSe  wi^out 
heir  consent. 

This  continued  to  be  the  situation  of  this  busi- 
lesK,  till  after  Congress  reijuested  a  cession  of 
hose  lands,  with  the  sovereignty  thereof,  which 
ow  form  the  Territory  South  of  the  Ohio^  which 
ras  complied  with,  under  certain  reservations^  to 
oatinue  claims,  and  the  situationt  of  the  cbumr 
nts  as  good  as  though  this  cession  had  not  been 
lade,  which  was  a  comjdete  acknowledgement 
f  the  right  of  North  Carolina^  on  the  part  of  the 
7aited  States,  but  in  my  opinion  placed  them  in 
he  same  situation  that  the  State  would  have  been 
a,  had  the  cession  not  taken  place. 

Since  the  adoption  of  the  present  QovemmeSk, 
nother  treaty  was  ordered  to  be  held  with  the 
ndians.  and  the  lands  were  given  up  to  the  Indians, 
lere  the  Executive  right  to  nuike  such  treaty 
oay  be  questioned,  and  I  heKeve  tightly  too;  for 
t  would  be  an  extraordinary  power  for  them  to 
oake  use  of  the  property  of^  imUviduals.  without 
beir  consent,  or  making  any  oompensation,  and 
.pply  it  to  national  purposes.  Great  difficulties 
rould  be  involved,  were  a  remedy  to  be  attempt' 
d  in  a  judicial  way  against  the  Qovernment.  I 
16  therefore  think  eidier  that  piHicy  or  interest  on 
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the  part  of  the  United  States,  wobld  point  out  a 
compliance,  in  part,  with  the  report  on  the  table, 
for  it  will  not  place  the  United  Statea  in  any  want 
sitoadon  thu  they  woatd  have  been  in,  had  die 
lands  not  been  entered.  Had  that  been  the  case, 
those  certificates  would  have  been  in  the  hands  or 
individuals,  a  debt  asainst  the  Oorernment,  bat 
on  their  being  subscribed  now,  to  the  amouttt 
actually  paid  on  their  relinquishing  their  elaun, 
you  would  then  have  the  land,  which  will  be  valna- 
ble  at  a  period  far  distant. 

Some  gentlemen  ajppear  to  be  alarmed  at  the 
sum ;  but  if  the  principle  is  a  just  or  fair  one,  the 
sum  ought  not  to  be  an  objection.  I  will  here 
state  further,  to  remove  the  alarms  of  those  gentle- 
men, that  the  sum  will  fall  far  ^ort  of  the  state- 
ment made  by  Mr.  Jefiieracm,  as  a  great  deduction 
is  to  be  taken  from  that ;  but  I  can  further  assert, 
that  a  great  number  of  the  claimants  would  not 
relinquish  their  claim  to  said  lands  to  subsertbe; 
it  would  generally  be  such  u  are  in  indigent  cir- 
cumstances. And  here  I  cannot  help  malung  some 
reply  to  the  objections  stated  by  sereml  member*, 
who  have  alleged  that  North  Carolina  had  aeted 
wrong  in  selling  these  lands  before  they  had  e» 
tiaguished  the  Indian  chum,  and  that  the  claim- 
ants were  in  no  wvrse  situation  than  they  would 
have  been  had  theoession  not  have  taken  place.  I 
am  not  a  little  surprised  to  find,  that  gentlemen 
cannot  see  the  distinction,  for  had  the  eeasion  ^d 
treaty  at  Hdston  taken  puwe,  they  were  at  liberty 
to  settle  the  lands,  and  North  Carolina  was  botma 
to  protect  them;  but  since  the  treaty  had  been 
made,  the  land  is  not  only  given  up  as  stated,  but 
it  is  made  criminal  to  cross  the  boundary.  Mr. 
Dbxter  has  stated  that  North  Carolina  has  acted 
unjustly  and  wrong  in  makiuff  sale  of  tboee  UAde 
before  she  had  extingnbhed  the  Indian  claims. 

Here  I  aball  repeat  what  I  stated  before  in  tat- 
swer  to  what  the  gentlemwa  has  aaid.  That  ^ 
Indian  claims  to  said  lands  were,  in  part,  extin- 
guished by  Henderson's  purchase,  and  part  by 
conquest,  and  that  a  considerable  part  of  the  lands, 
that  no  nation  of  Indians  could  establish  a  claim 
to,  had  be«9  claimed  by  different  teibes  as  territo- 
ry grounds,  but  had  not  been  inhabited  by  any 
triw  within  the  memory,  or  any  account  that  can 
be  traced,  and  for  as  great  a-  length  of  time  the 
different  tribes  had  been  at  war  with  each  other 
about  the  right  of  hunting  on  said  land.  But  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  the  ri^t  of  North  Carolina,  I 
believe  no  member  has  a  right  to  call  it  in  ques- 
tion at  this  time.  The  gentleman's  a^ments 
would  have  been  more  applicable  at  the  time  the 
cession  act  was  under  consideration;  and  as  to 
what  die  nmnber  ntid  about  the  prinei^e  and 
preoedent  it  would  fix,  I  will  only  call  die  atten- 
tion of  that  gentlenwn  and  the  Committee,  to  the 
conduct  of  Me  Qovernment  of  the  United  States. 
Have  they  not  pushed  conquests  into  the  Indian 
country  Northwest  of  the  Ohio?  Are  they  no« 
continuing  to  do  so,  and  is  it  not  in  contemplation 
to  sell  large  quanttes  of  lands  in  that  country,  that 
have  never  been  purchased  t  If  so,  the  precedent 
which  the  gentleman  fears  so  much  is  already 
established.  Bat  b«re  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  at- 
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teatioQ  of  the  Committee,  in  the  most  serious  man- 
ner, to  the  number  of  citizens  concerned,  perhaps 
near  twenty  thousand.  A  great  number  of  them 
are  men  who  turned  out  in  support  of  tbe  Ameri- 
can Independence,  who  fouffht,  who  bled,  and 
furnished  their  properly  freely  to  the  support  of 
the  cause.  For  this  service  they  received  certifi- 
eate&  which  they  wished  to  roUize  hy  entering 
said  unds.  and  mttered  themselves  with  sitting 
down  on  uiose  lands,  and  in  the  latter  jmrt  of  life, 
making  diemselves  and  families  happy.  Their 
hopes  were  soon  blasted.  After  the  act  of  last 
session,  the  Treaty  of  Holstoo  took  place,  which 
gave  their  property  to  a  savage  and  cruel  enemy, 
to  quiet  the  mind^  of  an  enemy  who  not  only 
were  opposed  to  us  through  tbe  war  with  Britain, 
but  ever  since  have  been  embruing  their  hands  in 
the  blood  of  innocent  women  and  children.  What 
will  be  the  feelings  of  tbe  claimants,  who  have 
acted  as  I  have  staled,  when  they  find  that  their 
request,  which  to  be  sure  is  a  modest  one,  and  which 
is  only  to  be  reimbursed  for  sums  actually  paid,  is 
refused.  Should  this  be  the  decision,  I  leave  you 
to  draw  the  ccudusion.  Should  they  proceed  to 
aettle  those  lands  In  opiKwiticni  to  the  treaty,  I 
ahould  not  be  much  surprised.  But  the  report  on 
your  taUe  goes  too  &r,  as  to  damage  and  a  future 
preference,  which  I  am  not  in  favor  of;  tfaerefot« 
the  resoluticms  in  the  latter  part  of  the  report  I 
hope  will  be  stricken  out 

On  the  same  question,  Mr.  Gillespie  made  the 
subsequent  reoiarks :  he  observed  a  disposition  in 
the  House  to  call  the  question ;  he  then  said  that 
the  situation  in  which  he  stood  required  that  he 
should  say  something  in  support  of  the  resolation 
under  consideration,  as  it  had  been  stated  as  a  new 
and  singular  case,  from  which  he  took  the  liberty 
to  dissent,  as  every  writer  on  the  law  and  usage  of 
nations,  held  it  as  an  invariable  axiom,  that  all 
aaerifioes  of  property  made  by  individuals  for  pub- 
lic uses,  ought  to  be  paid  out  of  the  public  purse. 
He  stated  the  Treaty  between  England,  France, 
and  Spain,  in  1763,  and  the  case  of  the  loyalists  in 
1783.  and  as  the  hour  of  adjournment  haa  arrived, 
concluded  with  a  motion  for  the  Committee  to 
rue,  and  report  {n-ogress. 

The  question  was  then  put,  Shall  the  Commit- 
tee now  rise  and  re{M>rt  progress  ?  This  ww  nega- 
tived. The  resolutions  in  die  report  were  kUc- 
cessivety  put,  and  lost. 

The  Committee  then  rose ;  the  Chairman  re- 
ported progress,  and  die  House  adjourned. 


Fbioat,  January  30. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  manufacturexs  of  hemp, 
in  the  town  of  Newport,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  a 
dEawfaock  of  the  duty  imposed  by  Uw  on  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  nemp,  may  be  allowed  on  the 
exportation  of  the  same,  when  manu&ctured  into 
cordage  within  the  United  States,  Also, 

A  memorial  of  sundry  nuoufacturers  of  choco- 
late, in  the  State  of  tussachnsetts.  praying  that 
so  much  of  an  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of 


Congress,  as  imposes  an  additional  duty  of  tvo 
cents  per  pound  on  cocoa  imported  from  forttgi 
countries,  may  be  repealed ;  and  that  such  mn- 
sures  may  be  adopted  for  encouraging  the  mum. 
facture  of  tbe  said  article  withm  the  Uoited 
States,  as  to  the  wisdom  Congress  shall  teem 
meet. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorials  be  refenid 
to  Mr.  OoonuuB,  Mr.  Watto,  and  Mr.  Hsum; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 

S<ti  the  same,  with  their  opinions  thereon,  to  the 
ouse. 

The  Speakbb  laid  before  the  HonseaLeitet 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  stating  "tint 

Eursuant  to  the  duty  enjoined  by  law  upon  the 
[ead  of  that  Department,  he  has  prepared  a  n- 
port,  containing  some  suggestions  for  the  improre- 
ment  and  better  management  of  the  sevenl 
branches  of  the  actual  revenues  of  the  Uoiud 
States,  which  is  ready  to  be  communicated,  is  tht 
House  may  be  pleased  to  direct."  The  letter  vn 
read:  Whereupon, 

Resolved.  That  the  Secretary  of  tbe  TreaiVT 
be  informed  that  the  House  is  ready  to  icmr 
the  report  therein  referred  to. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Umt^ 
from  the  Presidbmt  of  the  Unitbd  STATCB,i)f 
the  thirtieth  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  biB> 
dred  and  ninety-four,  enclosing  the  copy  <tf  t  let- 
ter from  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  coTe^ 
ing  a  resolution  of  the  Legi^ture  of  that  Sate; 
as,  also,  the  petitions  of  Thomas  Person  and  othen, 
OToprietors  of  lands  in  the  Territory  of  the  Unitri 
States  South  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  of  tbe  Tnn- 
tees  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  to  whick 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  had,  jesia- 
day,  reported  their  disagreement :  Wbereopon, 

The  first  resolution  reported  by  the  coouniQcCi 
being  again  read,  in  the  words  following, to  wit: 

*'  Steaohedy  That  it  shall  be  Uwfhl  for  the  ExeesIrK 
of  the  Bute  of  North  Carolina  to  sabmnbe,  bj  w«« 
loan  to  die  United  States,  the  amount  of  all  radi  cMtt- 
caica  as  have  been  depoiited  in  payment  for  anj  boa 
(reserved  by  the  act  of  cesnon  aforeaaid)  m  P*?""^ 
for  any  lands  which  mn  have  bean  leHnqiiiihei** 
Indiana  hj  tin  tntXy  aforesaid,  in  tnut  for  the  pnM 
by  whom  th^  ware  wo  daporited,  aooinding  to  wa"- 
wgmt&n  rights  and  intRests." 

The  question  was  taken,  that  the  Home  * 
agree  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  H«i* 
in  their  disagreement  to  the  said  first  resohitioi, 
and  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative, 
^he  second  resolntion  reported  by  the  eoauui' 
tS,  tieittg  again  read,  in  the  words  f<dIowin^  to 
wit: 

"  Reaolved,  That  tha  United  Statet  ought  to  tbm- 
bnrae  the  said  persona  money  whidi  bs^  ^ 
pended  in  hvnng  entriea  and  surveya  made,  and 
tabling  grants,  ud  any  other  incidental 
dieyhavfl  OMseaaarilj  incurred,  wiA  iotoiert ;  aad  m 
th^  riwndd  moreover  make  a  reaaonaUe  «lIowu»  * 
theloaa  and  damage  whicb  dw  patitionm  ^Jt^ 
tamed,  having  poasesrion  of  the  said  land  w*"" 
fkom  thMu."  ^ 

The  questiim  was  taken,  that  the  Hook  « 
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agree  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
in  their  disagreement  to  the  said  secoDd  resolu- 
tioD,  and  resolTed  io  the  afBrmative. 

The  third  resilution  reported  bv  the  committee, 
being  again  read,  id  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  And  whereas  the  grants  to  the  aforesaid  lands, 
made  hy  virtue  of  an  act  of  die  Legialatura  of  North 
Carolina,  are  valid  to  all  intents  and  ^urposM,  as  com 
ing  fully  within  the  purview  of  a  condition  contained  in 
the  act  of  cession  from  the  said  State  to  the  United 
States:  Therefore, 

"  Retolved,  That,  whenever  the  United  States  shall 
think  proper  to  extinguish  the  Indian  claim  to  the  said 
lands,  by  porchasA  or  otherwise,  it  will  be  joat  and  rea- 
sonable 4hat  the  several  persons  who  have  obtained 
grants,  or  made  sorveys  or  entries,  should  have  snch 
rights  Mmflrraed  and  estabUahed,  and  then  titles  per- 
fected, in  ^eftiencfl  to  any  other  penNms,  on  repaying 
to  the  Treaamy  of  the  United  8tales,.the  amotint  of 
what  they  may  now  reorive,  as  a  eompnisatbnlbr  didr 
disborsemento  and  losses,  in  case  such  persons  shall 
think  pri^>er  to  make  such  re-payment  within  a  certain 
time,  to  be  limited  by  Congress  for  that  purpose." 

The  C|uestion  was  taken,  that  the  House  do 
agree  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
in  (heir  disagreement  to  the  said  thinl  resolution, 
and  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  be- 
ing patj  that  the  House  do  agree  to  the  following 
resointion : 

"  Raohed  That  audi  persons  as  have  entered  land* 
agreeably  to  the  laws  of  Nortii  Carolina,  in  the  Terri- 
tory oedod  by  that  State  to  the  United  States,  and  on 
the  Indian  nde  of  the  line  established  by  the  Trea^  of 
Hofeton,  ought  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  United  States 
the  anMODt  of  the  parchaae-moncyaetDally  fin- the 
same,  and  the  neoessary  expense  of  locating  and  ani^ 
veying,  where  the  surny  haabeeamade;  audi  poacais 
Gist  relinquishing  their  rig^  theieto,  to  the  United 
States:" 


It  passed  in  ^be  hegatiTC 
follows: 


-yeas  14,  nays  56,  as 


TaAs^'HieodorAs  Buley,  Thomas  Blount,  WilKam 
B.  Grove,  George  Hanooch,  Matthew  Locke,  Nathan- 
id  Macon,  Jose^  McDowell,  Alexander  Metnne,  John 
Page,  Robert  Kutheilbrd,  WiUiam  Smith,  Benjamin 
Wilhams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats. — Fisher  Ames,  Sobn  Beat^,  Blias  Boudinot, 
Sbearja^nb  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bonme,  Lambert  Cad- 
WiOadeT,  Thomas  Chibome,  David  Cobb.  Peli«  Coffin, 
Joahua  Coit,  Jonathan  D^ton,  Haniy  Deacbon,  Genge 
Deot,  Cfabrid  DanJl,  Benjamin  Edwards,  Thomas 
Fitzaimons,  Dwight  Foster,  Eiekiel  Gilbert,  Nicholss 
GKlman,  Henry  Glenn,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Andrei^ 
Giregg,  Thomas  Hartley,  John  Heath,  James  Hillhouse^ 
William  Hindman,  Samuel  Holten,  John  Hunter,  Wil- 
liam Irvine,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Amasa  Learned,  William 
Lyman,  James  Madison,  William  Montgomery,  Andrew 
Moore,  Peter  Muhlcnbof ,  William  Vans  Murray,  An- 
ttuMOff  New,  John  Nicholas,  Nathaniel  Nile%  Alexander 
D.  Orr,  Jo^ah  Parker,  Andrew  ndens.  ^mda  Ftos- 
ton,  Thomas  Sf^tt,  John  S.  Sherborne,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift,  Qaorge  Thatcher, 
Uriah  Tney,  Jonathan  TnunbnII,  John  E.  Van  Allen, 
Peter  Van  Qaasbeek,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Pdne  Win- 
gale. 

Another  mocioD  was  then  made  and  seeonded, 
3d  CoM^SS 


that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

"  Resolved,  that  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  cause  a  treaty  to  be  entered  into  wiA  any 
Indian  tribes  who  may  chiim,  hold,  jpossess,  or  be  enti- 
tled to,  any  lands  within  .the  Temtoiy  ceded  by  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  to  the  United  States;  and  to 
endeavor  to  obtain,  by  such  treaty,  an  extinguishment 
of  the  Indian  claims  to  all  lands,  the  pre-emptive  right 
to  which  has  been  sold  by  the  said  State,  in  pursuance 
of  the  act  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
three,  opening  an  office  for  the  sale  of  the  said  lands. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  he  committed 
to  Mr.  William  Smith  Jdr.  Dattoh,  Mr.  Swift, 
Mr.  McDowell,  and  Mr.  Paob. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Gilbert  Dench ;  and,  alter  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Committee  rose  and  reported  that  the 
prayer  of  the  said  petition  ought  not  to  be  grant- 
ed, and  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw the  same;  which  was  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

The  Spbakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  enclosing  certain 
confidential  communications  from  Major  General 
Wayne,  dat^  the  twenty-third  of  December  last ; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Monday.  February  2. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  manufacturers  of  hemp 
in  the  town  of  Providence,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was 

S resented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  a 
rawl^ack  of  the  duty  imposed  by  law  ou  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  hemp  may  be  allowed  on  the 
exportation  of  the  same  when  raianufactured  into 
cordage  within  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be -referred  to 
Mr.  GooDHDE.  Mr.  Watts,  and  Mr.  HsiaTBR} 
that  they  do'  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 

Srt  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereapon,  to  the 
Quse. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  committed  the  motion  of  the  thirtieth 
ultimo,  authorizing  a  treaty  to  be  held  for  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  Indian  titles  to  lands  within  the 
Territory  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  State 
of  North  Carolina,  made  a  report,  which  was  read  i 
whereupon, 

(}rdered^  That  Wednesday  next  be  assigned  to 
take  the  said  report  into  consideration. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing the  report  referred  to  in  his  letter  of  the  thir- 
tieth ultimo^for  the  improrement  and  management 
of  the  public  rerenne ;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  OiLBS,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  provide  for  organizing,  arming, 
and  disciplining  the  Militia  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Rmtlvedj  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasufy 
be  directed  to  report  the  nett  unonnt  of  duties 
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arising  on  distilled  spirits,  and  on  country  stills, 
(drawoacks  deducted,)  during  the  year  one  thou- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  showing  how 

'  much  thereof  was  collected  in  each  State ;  what 
|ffoportion  of  the  whole  ha^  arisen  on  spirits  difr- 
tilled  from  foreign,  and  what  from  domestic  ma- 
terials, and  the  total  expenses  of  collecting  in  each 

.  State.  Also,  the  same  for  1793,  so  far  as  retnms 
Juave  been  made;  and  where  they  hare  not  been 
made,  that  he  be  requested  to  furnish  an  estimate 
of  their  nett  Broduct,  cah»ilated  on  the  return  of 
179S. 

MIUTARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  Hoose,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Datton,  next 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  select 
committee  relating  to  the  Military  BstaUishment 
The  Chairman  having  read  the  resdution  recom- 
mended    the  committee,  in  the  fdlowing  words, 

« Itctohed,  That  two  regiments,  consiBting  of  nine 
huhdr^  and  axty  men  e«ch,  be  finmed  out  of  the 
tegiments  now  uk  the  senice  of  the  United  States,  to 
compose,  with  the  corps  of  artilleiy,  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment of  tl^  United  States,  and  to  omtiuue  in  aei^ 
vice  nnta  the  lint  day  id  Juw,  1798,  wiIbbb  sooner 
fiseharged''— 

Mr.  Dayton  said,  that  he  disliked  the  report  in 
geaeni,  and  was  more  immediately  opposed  to  the 
proportion  on  the  taUe,  wiiich  he  shoiud  not  agree 
to  under  any  modification  ol  which  it  waa  capa- 
ble. It  was  his  vr'ish  to  have  taken  the  sense  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  his  plan,  by 

Jiroposing  to  amend  the  one  before  them,  but  ne 
bund  it  could  not  be  done  consistently  with  the 
rules  of  the  House,  as  it  might  with  propriety  be 
considered  rather  as  a  substitute  than  an  amend- 
ment If  the  one  under  consideration  should  be 
negatived,  (and  that  such  ought  to  he  its  fate,  Mr. 
D.  iniferred,  not  merely  from  the  insufi&ciency  of 
the  numbers  proposed  therein  for  the  Military 
Establishment,  but  from  the  wording  of  it,  which 
contemplated  regiments — a  term  not  at  all  appli- 
eaUe  to  the  present  system  of  organization,  which 
was  a  legionary  one) — then  the  way  would  he 
opened  for  him  to  offer  to  the  House  a  proposition 
which  he  held  in  his  hand  for  their  infornuttion. 
Mr.  D.  then  read  it  as  follows,  viz : 

"Jgitsaftierf,  That  As  pnMut  Military  RsNhliJimimt 
«f  the  Uaited  States  be  eontinned,  and  the  eorpa  com- 
posing the  same  oompleted  by  enlistmenU  for  a  tarm 
not  axceeding  three  years,  wiUi  authonify  to  the  Pai- 
siuiTT  to  forbear  to  raise,  or  to  discharge  after  th^ 
Aall  he  raised,  such  part  thereof  as  fitture  events  shut 
in  his  judgment  render  connstent  wiUt  Ute  pul^  safely, 
convenience,  and  economy." 

After  reading  it,  Mr.  Dayton  remarked,  that  he 
had  been  unfrieu^y  to  a  reduction  of  the  Elstab- 
liabment  when  the  subject  was  some  time  since 
ooder  discussion,  and  that  be  had  heard  nothing 
since  to  induce  him  to  alter  that  opiuon ;  on  the 
eontrary,  two  eommtinications  from  different  quar- 
ters haa  since  that  time  been  received,  which  very 
nweh  strcngthoiedit  He  alluded  to  a  letter  from 
Qenecal  T^jrne,  which  vaa  communicated  m^cr 
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confidential  instruction,  but  which  was  doobtla 
fresh  in  the  recollection  of  every  member  of  tk 
Committee ;  and  to  a  Report  of  the  Secretkn  cf 
War,  made  in  conseouence  of  a  late  requestn  tbe 
House  directed  to  the  PuBinBiiT.  The  oligMt 
iriiich  he  had  in  view  was  the  effectual  proteetiti 
of  the  frontiers,  in  a  manner  the  least  meonrai- 
ent  and  harasstneto  the  Militia,  and  the  mostee*- 
nomical  to  the  tfnited  States.  There  needei  u 
proof  that  calls  for  the  services  of  the  militia vcr 
always  attended  with  great  embarrassment  to  ov 
fellow-citizens  who  composed  it,  and  with  a  matt 
of  money  which  the  otaer  system  would  nottt- 
casioo.  Mr.  D.  wished  to  ascertain  whether,  h 
Uie  present  ansettled  state  of  a&ira,  whilst  Bntw 
possmsedonr  posts,  and  the  ladiatts  remained  k» 
tile,  it  was  the  sense  of  a  majority  that  the  Kit 
tary  Bstablidunent  ought  to  ne  reduced. 

This  produced  a  discussion,  in  whieh  Blr.  Ni- 
caotjis,  Mr.  DaYton,  Mr.  Ames,  and  Mr.  MiBf- 
SON,  spoke.  The  latter  gentleman  seemed  nAe 
favorable  to  reducing  than  aunnentiu|[  tiie  ann- 
her  of  troops  in  the  service  of^tiie  United  Btm 
He  aUoded  to  the  report  of  the  treaty  mH 
entered  into  between  this,  cotuttrr  and  Biiiu 
fn»n  which  it  mi^t  be  inferred  that  the  laia 
hostilities  on  the  Northwest  of  the  Ohio  wm 
slacken. 

Mr.  Ahds,  in  le^Tf  to  what  had  fallen  froa  W 
NiCBOLAfl,  thought  it  would  be  bad  eeooomya 
jreduce  the  number  of  tro<^  which  might  lea^ 
prolong  the  war.   The  latter  gentleman  luTiif 
referr^  to  the  solicitude  of  Mr.  Ames  for  wm 
off  the  Public  Debt,  which  he  considered  vMt 
quite  consistent  with  his  present  desire  of  cxpMl- 
ing  so  much  money  on  a  Standing  Army, » 
Ambb  reiriied,  that  be  believed  the 
wimld  be  very  much  mortified  to  think  thai  he 
possessed  as  little  property  as  he  [Mr.A]aa; 
that  a  report  had  been  industriooslr  cifcnlaWjB 
if  the  posaesuon  a(  pnblie  ftands  ud  an 
in  that  House  on  the  votes  of  members;  ud 
foolish  calumny  had  been  disaenunated  wiu^ 
much  industry  as  to  have  had  an  iigurkm 
on  the  minds  erf*  the  pnhtie  in  aone  parts  of  « 
Union,  and  had  mneh  inflncMe  in  serring  V 
ends  of  some  peofle. 

Mr.  Sb9«wioc  said,  tlMt  it  w«uld  ba  iinF^ 
to  diminish  the  preparations  for  war  oo  m^*"^ 
of  any  report  ^oat  of  a  treaty  with  Britaia ;  fff  ■ 
there  was  snch  a  treaty,  (which  was  »?*  C*  2 
tain,)  nothing  could  be  counted  npon  it  tu 
fied  by  the  Government  here. 

The  Committee  rose,  after  disagreeing  »  * 
report.    The  Chairman  reported  prggressi 
the  question  being  put,  the  House  also  disagW* 
to  the  report  of  the  Committee.  ^ 

Mr.  Daytoh  then  read  hia  resohitioa  m 
subject  as  given  ^ve,  and  which  was  maae  w 
order  of  the  day  for  toonorrow. 

Tdb8day,  February  3. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  manufaoturers  of 
whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed, 
sented  to  the  Huiae  and  read,  pmying.w  * 
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maeh  of  the  Rereoue  Laws  of  the  United  States 
u  impoaes  a  datr  on  rags  imported  from  forei^ 
countries  may  be  repealed;  or  that  such  other 
mearares  may  be  aaroted  for  eneonrajniig  the 
manafa^ture  of  paper  within  the  United  Statra  as 
to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall  seem  meet. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorid  be  referred 
to  Mr.  QooDHtTB,  Mr.  Watts,  and  Mr.  Heistgr  ; 
that  they  do  eramine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 
port the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  al- 
lowance of  drawback  on  part  of  the  cargo  of  the 
ship  Enterprise ;  and,  afier  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  with- 
out amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-  morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  was  re-committed  the  report  of  a  commit- 
tee on  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  respect- 
ing the  fortifications  of  the  United  States,  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  the  Whole  House  on 
Friday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  ioto  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Houi^e  on  so  much  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  inquire  and  report  whether 
any^  and  what  alterations  ought  to  be  made  to  the 
act  imposing  duties  od  snuff  manufactured  within 
(he  United  States,  as  relates  to  an  immediate 
•Iteration  of  the  mode  of  collecting  the  duties  on 
snuff  manutaciured  within  the  United  States; 
■od,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  a  resolution,  which  was  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

fieaolved.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  laying 
dunes  on  manufactured  snuff,  and  to  alter  the  mode 
^  imposrittg  the  said  duties,  by  imposing  the  same 
im  the  mortar. 

Ordered,  ThatMr.WiLUAMSHrrH,Mr.NicHO- 
LAS,  Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  Mr.  Lyhah,  Mr.  Fnn>- 
UBT,  Mr.  FiTEaiHONB,  and  Mr.  Madisom,  be  ap- 
pointed a  committee,  pursnut  to  the  said  resdn- 
tion. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  authorizing  the 
erection  of  a  light-house  near  the  entrance  of 
Georgetown  harbor,  in  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina; and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  an  amendment,  which  was 
twice  read,  and  agreed  hy^  the  House. 
,  Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrottsed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  Howe  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  dke  Military  Establishment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  Mr.  Cobb  m  the  Chair. 

The  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  Datton 
taken  up,  and  Mr.  Giles  proposed,  as  an  amend- 
ment, to  strike  out  the  word  "  three"  from  the  re- 

solutioD,  which  would  then  read  "   years." 

Mr.  O.  introduced  his  amendment  with  some 
remarks,  delivered  in  rather  a  low  tone  of  voice. 


Mr.  S.  Smith  had  often  been  surprised  at  the 
way  in  which  the  Constitution  was  introduced 
into  ever]^  subject.  He  never  felt  that  surprise 
more  sehstbly  than  he  did  now.  The  member  who 
spoke  last  had  discovered  that  the  raising  of  any 
army  for  the  term  of  three  years  was  disagreeable 
to  the  Constitution.  He  could  not  comprehend 
what  Mr.  Oiles  would  be  at.  He  was  i^inst  a 
Standing  Army ;  he  was  against  a  Militia.  Mr. 
8.  could  not  conceive  what  kind  of  support  he 
would  give  the  Government.  Was  he  to  depend 
solely  on  the  virtue  of  the  people?  There  were 
vicious  characters  in  America,  as  well  as  else- 
where. Mr.  S.  asked  if  we  are  never  to  learn  wis- 
dom in  military  matters?  When  General  Howe, 
with  thirty  thousand  men,  landed  at  Long-Island, 
the  Amencans  raised  a  body  of  flying-camp  men, 
who  were  to  serve  only  for  six  monthi.  The  con- 
sei^aence  was,  that  a  great  number  of  valuable 
citizens  were  just  long  enough  in  the  service  to  be 
di^^ted  with  it,  but  not  loog  enoiu^  to  learn  the 
mintaryexerciseorimbibemLlitaryfeelines.  This 
short  enlistment  had  a  very  bad  effect  The  same 
practice  had  been -continued  since  that  time,  and 
bad  always  produced  mischief.  Can  there  be  any 
bad  consequence  of  enlisting  these  men  for  three 
years,  when  we  can  have  uem-  at  the  same  ex- 
pense of  bounty  as  if  they  were  only  for  two  years  7 
Whenever  a  gentleman  is  at  a  loss  for  an  ^rga~ 
ment,  the  Constitution  is  brought  forward.  The 
result  would  be.  that  when  it  was  really  useful.to 
do  so,  the  reference  will  be  laughed  at.  There 
had  been  ^ix -months  men  in  the  Army  of  St.  Clair 
whose  time  was  out,  and  who  had  left  him  just 
before  his  defeat.  Men  had  been  enlisted  on  so 
short  a  date,  that  their  time  was  expired  before 
they  coold  be  marched  to  the  camp. 

Mr.  QiLBs.^The  remarks  of  the  gentleman  last 
up  are  <^  so  extraordinary  a  nature  as  to  demand 
a  reply.  Mr.  G.  had  not  pointed  out  any  obliga- 
tion  on  the  House  by  the  Ctmstimtion  to  reject 
the  term  of  three  years.  He  never  had  been  against 
a  militia.  [Mr.  S.  Smith  here  said  that  the  gen- 
deman  had  said  he  was  against  any  military  force.] 
Mr.  Giles  denied  the  accuracy  of  bis  several  quo- 
tations. He  was  a  friend  to  a  militia  f  he  cleaved 
to  a  militia.  How  it  came  to  be  imagined  that  he 
would  be  against  it,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive. 
There  was  a  privilege  in  that  House  whieh  Mr.  Q. 
would  nerer  give  up  to  any  man,  and  that  was  the 
privilege  of  speaking  his  opinion.  He  thouxht 
two  years  a  long  enough  term  t  he  should  ToteTor 
it.  If  the  menwerewantedaAerthatforalonger 
term,  they  could  then  be  continued. 

Mr.  Hahtuby  was  for  the  longest  term.  It  was 
a  hard  thing  to  call  out  the  militia  from  their  work. 
The  supporting  of  the  Army  would  be  the  ahort- 
e6t  way  to  Ani^  the  war. 

The  amendment  was  negatived  by  the  Com- 
mittee. 

The  qtiesdon  on  the  resolution  itself  was  next 
called  for. 

Mr.  FiNDLGT  said,  it  was  with  some  reluctance 
that  he  rosQ  on  this  question.  He  knew  that  on 
former  occasions  hb  support  to  the  measures  for 
increasing  and  eontiniimg  the  Western  Armjr  was 
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supposed  to  have  been  iaflaeaced  by  the  situation 
of  the  Western  connties  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
hoped  that  when  it  was  considered  that  the  hcnd- 
quarters  of  the  Army  was  near  six  hundred  miles 
below  Pittsburg,  and  that  this  lyas  the  nearest  post ; 
and  when  it  was  also  considered  that  the  Indians 
of  the  Saaduskies.  who  harassed  the  frontiers  of 
Pennsylrania  and  Virginia,  had  not  been  made  an 
object  of  offensive  operations,  he  hoped  it  would 
be  believed  that  he  was  not  influenced  in  his 
opinion  on  this  question  by  his  iocal  situation. 
He  went  into  a  retrospect.  The  first  offensive 
operation  (General  Harmar*s  expedition')  was 
evidently  undertaken  without  a  competent  Know- 
ledge of  the  strength  and  temper  of  the  Indians, 
or  of  the  influence  by  which  they  were  supported ; 
eonsequeotly  it  increased  the  war.  The  expedi- 
tion of  General  St.  Cla  tr  was  also  provided  for  on 
the  same  mistaken  policy  ;  it  was  likewise  unfor- 
tunate, and  the  Indians  became  more  formidable 
hy  greater  combinations.  These  inadequate  provi- 
Mons  for  the  Indian  war  cost  much  money,  aod 
wotracted  the  war.  These  losses  can  be  reim- 
bursed, but  the  abundant  loss  of  human  blood  can- 
not be  recovered  or  compensated ;  and  these  losses 
are  justly  chargeable  to  the  want  of  competent 
fonw  and  short  enlistments.  When  the  present 
Army  was  directed  to  be  organized,  the  number  of 
troop  as  prescribed  by  the  law  and  the  time  of 
service  were  competent,  but  the  encouragement 
was  inadequate.  Mr.  F.  saw  the  consequences  of 
this  defect  at  the  time,  and  endeavored  to  have  the 
wages  raised;  but,  though  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives liad  voted  to  increase  the  encouragement  to 
the  Army  atdifferent  times,  it  failed  in  the  Senate. 
The  consequence  was,  that  the  number  prescribed 
by  law  was  never  completed.  But,  though  we  had 
no  more  troops  than  thegentlemen  have  mentioned, 
that  circumstance  does  not  jirore  that  the  force 
was  adequate.  The  reverse  is  rendered  evident  by 
undeniable  facta.  It  is  a  fact,  that  the  defence  of 
the  frontiers  could  not  be  combined  with  offensive 
operations,  as  was  origiaally  intended;  nor  was 
the  Army  fit  to  carry  oo  the  limited  operations 
without  a  very  expensive  aid  of  the  militia.  This 
aid  was  not  only  necessary  to  assist  in  the  most 
advanced  and  important  operations,  but  even  to 
guard  the  escorts  of  provisions.  The  attack  made 
upon  Major  Adair  with  mounted  volunteers,  which 
was  attended  with  the  loss  of  lives,  and  of  horses 
and  stores,  cannot  be  forgotten.  The  attack  of  the 
escort  with  waeoQs  and  stores  oo  the  road,  and  the 
loss  of  several  brave  officers  and  privates,  and  also 
the  more  formidable  attack  upon  an  advanced  post 
when,  though  the  post  was  supported,  the  cattle  and 
stores  w«e  ti^en  to  agreat  amount,  and  the  lives  of 
many  of  our  valuable  citizens  lost,  were  all  charge- 
able to  the  smallness  of  our  force.  But  it  is  said 
thM  our  future  prospects  have  changed  the  situa- 
tion of  our  affairs  so  much,  as  to  render  a  smaller 
fwce competent totheobject.  WhatistMschange? 
General  Wayne  has  gained  one  victory,  but  is  this 
a  conquesf?  Or  has  it  obtained  a  peace?  No.  It 
is  far  otherwise.  The  Indians  do  not  sue  for  peace, 
notwithstanding  all  our  pacific  endeavo'rs  to  induce 
them  to  it ;  and  emissaries,  rendered  active  by  their 
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personal  prejudices  against  us,  even  if  they  had  bo 
superior  inducement,  are  as  active  in  irritatiag  tbe 
Indunsas  ever.  The  prospect  of  a  treaty  seostd 
to  be  considered  as  an  essential  change  nS  atn- 
tion ;  but  supposing  the  reports  of  this  to  be  well 
founded,  it  certainly  was  not  yet  confirmed  ontni 
part.  We  did  not  even  know  the  terms ;  but,  froo 
what  appeared,  the  relinquishment  of  tbe  posts  wu 
to  be  suspended  for  a  considerable  time,  and  for 
the  accomplishment  of  this  we  had  only  a  prouuie 
in  the  treaty^  and  we  had  this  before.  Howenr. 
he  hoped  this  desirable  object  would  be  accom- 
plished, but  he  could  not  extend  his  hopes  htjixA 
his  confidence ;  and  he  acknowledged  that  hbccn- 
fidence  was  not  perfect,  but  did  not  choose  to  u- 

Plaiu  his  reasoDs ;  he  thought  it  was  not  necesnty. 
'retences  we  knew  could  easily  be  found  to  enat 
the  fulfilmeot  of  a  treaty.  He  said  thai  toMnj 
arguments  might  be  adduced  to  prove  the  propn- 
ety  of  eomideting  the  Army  which  it  was  w 
convenient  to  explain.  Certainly  it  will  mt  bt 
pretended  that  the  Southwestern  Territorr, « 
even  Georgia,  do  not  stand  in  need  of  more  tC- 
cient  assistance,  or  that  these  States  would  kX 
have  been  better  protected  if  the  Army  had  bea 
completed.  He  apprehended  that  the  conduct  ind 
temper  of  the  Southern  Indians  did  noi  justify  u 
in  lessening  our  force.  He  hoped  that  fiirtber 
offensive  operations  against  the  Western  Indiui 
might  not  oe  necessary,  but  he  thought  that  de- 
pended on  possessing  a  sufficient  force  eithn  for 
the  defence  of  the  posts,  or  offensive  operations,  u 
occasion  might  require. 

Mr.  Dayton  said,  that  the  gentleman  bad  bid 
down  wrong  premises,  and  thence  it  was  nowoe- 
der  if  he  had  made  wrong  c(Hiclusions,  He  had  aiil 
there  was  a  chain  of  garrisons  from  the  Okioto 
the  Ijakes,  Now.  (said  Mr.  D.,)  there  b  uoaeb 
chain.  He  said  that  the  present  Army  had  dw 
the  liusiness.-  Now,  (said  Mr.  D.,)  the  ArmyaloK 
did  not  do  the  business.  There  were  1800  id(Xii|'| 
Tolumeers  from  Kentucky,  four  or  fire  baodtu 
militia  in  Georgia,  and  several  independent  com- 
panies in  Pennsylvania;  so  that  aJtwetbei  ^ 
militia  were  as  numerous  as  the  regukr  Arm;- 
The  gentleman  asks  the  object  of  members  wbo 
advocate  this  resolution.  It  was  expressed  yes- 
terday. The  object  is,  an  economic^  efieeiw 
defence  of  the  frontiers. 

Mr.  Madison,  after  all  that  had  been  said,  «** 
still  of  opinion  that  there  had  been  a  chaaffe  in  oar 
situation^  and  so  there  might  be  a  possibility  tbn 
a  reduction  was  proper.  By  tbe  arrangenK^" 
made  in  this  session,  it  might  be  practicable  u 
reduce  the  numbers,  nominafiy,aDd  yet  bavearw 
augmentation,  because  the  new  rmitations  wonu 
actually  bring  mine  men  hico  the  field. 

Mr.  Scott  said,  that  the  way  to  finish  the  «v 
was  to  make  it  continue  olfensire,  and  pursoe  tbf 
Indians  from  one  idace  to  another,  and  let  then 
know  they  should  nave  no  rest  till  they  sued }« 
peace.  To  reduce  the  forces  back  to  a  <1^^^ 
war  would  be  to  have  an  eternal  war,  and  be  at 
most  ruinous  thing  imaginable.  There  could 
be  a  more  wretched  poficy^  in  his  opinioo.  Tm 
rumor  of  an  intended  reduction  would  indiKe  otbtf 
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tribes  to  join  those  already  at  war  with  us.  THe 
British,  who  had  blown  the  coal,  who  had  done 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  excite  the  Indians 
to  hostilities,  would  do  so  still.  It  should  be 
remembered,  that  thoueh  the  Indians  bad  been 
defeated  by  General  Wayne,  the  House  were  in 
pnssession  of  private  information,  that  the  British 
had  attempted  to  rally  them  for  another  attack ; 
and  though  British  influence  had  failed  for  one 
time,  there  was  no  assnrance  that  it  would  always 
fail.  A  great  deal  had  been  said  about  a  change 
in  circumstances:  Mr.  S.  thought  them  changed 
for  the  worse.  The  ground  only  had  been  changed. 
He  was  for  keeping  up  the  Army  at  its  fuU  force. 
The  mounted  volanteers  from  Kentucky  had  cost 
as  much  to  the  public  in  four  months  as  an  equal 
□umber  of  regular  troops  did  in  twelve  months. 
It  would  give  Mr.  S.  the  greatest  pain  if  the  reso- 
Intion  on  the  table  miscarried. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  explained  the  protection  which  he 
had  said  should  be  afibrded  to  the  frontiers,  not  to 
coosist  in  scouting  parties  dispersed  alt  over  the 
frontier.  He  ^lelieved  that  the  mUitia  were  fittest 
for  this  purpose.  He  only  meant  that  the  force 
should  be'  such  as  to  overawe  the  Indians  where 
they  were  most  formidable,  and  to  carry  out  ofien- 
sive  operations  when  it  was  necessary.  With 
respect  to  the  amount  of  force  necessary  for  the 
defence  of  the  chain  of  posts  and  other  necessary 
purposes,  want  of  competent  knowledge  rendered 
a  variety  of  opinions  unavoidable.  In  cases  where 
he  was  himself  a  competent  judge,  he  was  always 
asainst  asking  for  or  leaning  on  the  opinion  of  the 
Executive.  If  the  question  was  about  the  wages 
of  the  Army,  he  thought  he  was  a  competent  judge ; 
but  with  respect  to  the  number  of  troops  neces- 
sary for  objects  which  actually  existed^  or  proba- 
bly might  exist,  he  thoueht  himself  m  a  degree 
incompetent.  He  said,  if  he  was  a  Genenu  to 
command  an  Armv,  he  would  not  undertake  it 
unless  he  judged  the  force  competent;  that  the 
Executive,  in  the  present  instance,  appeared  to  him 
in  the  same  point  of  view,  and  would  not  be  re- 
aponsiUe  for  ue  consequences,  if  the  force  judged 
adequate  was  not  granted.  In  point  of  expense  or 
convenience,  he  thought  little  would  be  gained 
by  the  proposed  rednctton.  It  would  not  lessen 
the  number  of  Generals,  or  of  the  Staff,  nor  of  the 
.stores  and  equipments  of  the  Arihy,  but  only  the 
pay  of  the  number  of  oflScers  and  privates,  which 
would  be  an  inconsiderable  saving  compared  with 
the  danger  of  wanting  a  sufficient  force.  He  knew 
the  President  was  not  hast^  in  filling  the  vacan- 
cies of  officers  where  the  privates  were  wanting; 
therefore,  if  privates  could  not  be  got,  officers  would 
not  be  unnecessarily  appointed.  He  contemplated 
a  day,  not  far  hence,  when,  in  making  a  Peace 
Bstablishment,  a  beoeficial  selection  would  be 
made  of  the  best  officers  for  that  service ;  that  if 
the  Army  was  reduced  now,  and  a  selection  of  offi- 
cers made  for  the  remaining  raiment,  under  the 
imt>ression  of  another  discrimmation  shortly  to 
take  place,  it  would  probably  produce  fatal  discon- 
tents in  the  Army.  This,  he  thought,  ought  to  be 
avoided,  unless  it  became  absolutelv  necessary. 

Mr.  ROTBBKPORD  said,  that  the  'American  peo- 
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pie  had  an  insuperable  aversion  to  regular  military 
service.  He  did  not  mean,  that  when  there  was 
occasion  for  it,  they  were  unwilling  to  fight,  but 
that  they  were  averse  to  entering  into  regular  ser- 
vice for  a  term  of  years.  It  was  next  to  impossi- 
ble to  keep  men  who  enlisted  from  deserting :  they 
always  ran  away  from  their  officers.  He  aid  not 
by  this  mean  to  cast  any  refiection  on  the  Army ; 
he  had  long  been  a  military  man  himself,  and  that 
from  a  very  early  period,  and  had  the  highest  re- 
spect for  the  profession.  He  was  understood  to  be 
unfavorable  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HiLLBOUBE  thought  that  it  would  be  the 
most  unfortunate  thing  imaginable,  if  any  idea 
were  to  get  abroad  that  there  was  to  be  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  force.  Even  though  there  should  be 
none  in  reality,  yet  the  appearance  of  a  reduction 
might  be  mistaken,  and  produce  a  wrong  construc- 
tion. He  had  no  scruple  in  leaving  the  affair  of 
dismissing  the  troops,  when  no  longer  wanted,  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Executive. 

Mr.  Carnes  said,  Georgia  and  the  Southwest- 
ern Territory  have  a  frontier  of  at  least  eight  hun- 
dred miles  in  extent.  The  number  of  troops  pro- 
posed in  the  resolution  is  entirely  inadequate  to 
the  defence  of  this  frontier  in  general.  We  have 
had  regulars  in  Georgia  for  several  years,  without 
the  State  receiving  any  benefit  whafever  from 
them.  There  is  an  antipathy  between  them  and 
the  regulars.  At  Fort  Mattocks,'  (this  was  either 
the  name,  or  a  sound  very  like-it,)  an  officer  was 
applied  to  for  a  family  near  that  post,  and  whom 
the  Indians  were  preparing  to  murder.  He  an- 
swered, that  he  had  been  directed  by  his  superiors 
to  defend  the  ground  which  he  stood  upon.  He 
accordingly  called  in  his  men,  and  sunered  the 
people  to  be  murdered.  For  six  or  seven  years  we 
have  been  giving  the  Creeks  presents,  and  this 
always  makes  them  come  back  again,  as  soon  as 
their  presents  are  disposed  of,  in  order  to  commit 
fresh  murders ;  and  this  always  will  be  the  case. 
He  urged  a  declaration  of  war  against  them  as  the 
only  way  to  reduce  them  to  reason.  He  appealed 
to  gentlemen,  if  the  neglect  shown  by  Government 
to  tne  safety  of  the  Sonthwestem  frontier  did  not 
amount  almost  to  a  disgrace  upon  Government. 
The  people  had  publish^  the  account  of  their  suf- 
ferings in  the  newspapers,  in  the  hopes  that  they 
would  reach  Congress,  and  induce  them  to  do 
something,  but  all  m  vain.  The  number  of  troops 
proposed,  said  Mr.  C,  is  not  by  one-twentieth  part 
equal  to  the  defence  of  your  frontier.  It  had  been  . 
said  on  this  floor,  that  the  troops  were  sent  to  the 
frontier  of  Georgia  to  protect  tne  Indians  against 
the  white  people,  and  it  was  the  constant  tueme 
that  the  latter  were  always  wronging  the  Indians. 
There  was  no  evidence  of  this  at  all ;  and  as  there 
could  be  none,  Mr.  C.  hoped  that  gentlemen  would, 
become  more  cautious  in  making  such  assertions. 
They  do  not  care  what  kind  of  parade  you  make 
on  your  own  side  of  the  line,  even  with  an  hun- 
dred thousand  men,  if  you  please.  They  hare 
said  so.  They  know  that  declarations  have  been 
made  of  the  garrisons  being  sent  to  protect  them 
against  <he  whites,  and  as  long  aa  they  think  si^ 
mere  will  never  be  any  peace.  Ton  may  give 
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them .  presents,  and  make  treaties  with  them  as 
Ions  as  you  please.  It  is  time  to  gire  a  decided 
str(^e  instead  of  such  trifling.  Experience  is  the 
best  tutor  that  we  can  apply  to ;  and  if  we  look 
back  for  six  years^  we  shall  find  that  the  system 
of  fooakiog  presents  has  answered  no  good  purpose. 
As  to  the  chaiwe  of  making  encroachments  on  the 
Ii^ians,  Mr.  C.  knew  only  of  two  or  three  notori- 
ous characters  at  the  most  in  Georgia,  and  these 
were  mostly  traders.  People  in  general  were  per- 
fectly disposed  to  peace.  If  fire  and  sword  were 
once  or  twice  earned  into  the  Indian  towns,  and 
an  assurance  given  that  this  would  always  be  the 
case  in  future,  when  any  murders  were  commit- 
ted, they  would  soon  learn  to  be  quiet. 

Mr.  Mdrbat  would  not  believe  this  enormous 
story  of  an  American  officer  permitting  a  family 
to  be  butchered  before  his  eyes,  unless  Mr.  C. 
would  say,  he  had  seen  it  himself.  As  to  the 
militia  of  Greorgia,  six  hundred  of  them  had  once 
been  taken  out  in  pursuit  of  a  party  of  Indians, 
and.  after  coming  on  their  trail,  refused  to  go 
fortner,  and  went  home  again.  From  this,  fit. 
M.  inferred  the  necessity  of  having  regular  troops 
in  the  State  to  protect  it 

Mr.  Carnes  rose  again.  He  said  that  the  story 
was  true.  He  was  not  present,  but  he  bad  it  from 
an  acquaintance  in  the  militia,  on  whose  veracity 
he  could  entirely  depend.  He  could  produce  five 
or  six  affidavits  on  the  affair.  As  to  ttie  men  who 
returned  iroin  the, Indian  trail,  the  case  was  this. 
The  Governor  had  entered  into  a  correspondence 
with  the  Executive  at  Philadelphia,  and  it  having 
been  understood  that  the  marcning  of  the  militia 
would  be  disagreeable  to  him,  they  were  recalled 
on  their  way  to  the  Indian  country. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said  the  commanding  officer  in 
Georgia  was  a  rarticular  friend  of  his ;  and  the 
otfeervatifms  of  Mr.  Cabkeb  had  straek  deeply 
at  the  character  of  that  officer.  If  any  officer  had 
really  acted  so,  he  ought  to  have  been  disgraced. 
Mr.  S.  gave  a  high  cluuacter  of  the  commander  in 
Georgia,  Major  Geater,  and  read  a  letter  from 
that  gentleman,  which  tended  to  refute  the  asser- 
tions of  Mr.  Carnes,  made  the  last  session,  relative 
to  the  defenceless  state  of  the  frontier.  The 
Bfb^or  said  that  the  member  from  Georgia  had  cer- 
tainty forgotten  many  things  that  he  said  in  Con< 
gress,  as  well  as  many  promises  which  he  made 
when  in  Georgia.  Mr.  S.  said  that  Mr.  Carnes 
had  certainly  not  foreseen  the  consequences  of 
such  a  ch&r^e.  The  Major  is  liable  to  punish- 
ment. In  his  letter,  he  says,  in  contradiction  to 
what  Mr.  Carnes  asserts,  that  the  Indians,  for 
nine  months  past,  have  been  remarkably  peace- 
able, and  not  a  horse  has  been  stolen  since  the 
month  of  May.  Mr.  S.  designed  to  have  shown 
the  letter  to  Mr.  Carnes  himself,  and  not  to  have 
made  it  nublic,  but  the  precipitation  with  which 
the  seoUemaQ  had  advancea  his  chatve,  forced 
Mr.  S.  to  produce  it  in  defence  of  an  Msent  and 
mach  respected  friend. 

Mr.  Cabnes  had  as  high  a  respect  for  Major 
Geater  as  the  gentleman  himself,  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  him,  and  on  amicable  terms.  He 
nad  also  a  very  hig^  opinion  of  the  (^cers,  and 
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never  had  designed  to  make  an  attack  on  tbeii 
characters.  He  considered  them  as  gentlema 
who  knew  how  to  act  with  propriety  on  almoit 
every  occasion,  perhaps  upon  all  occasions.  He 
inquired  the  date  of  the  letter  now  prodned. 
Mr.  Smith  replied  that  it  was  dated  thelattf' 
January  last.  Mr.  C.  said,  that  when  he  went  to 
Georgia,  at  the  rising  of  the.  last  session,  he  fontd 
that  Major  Geater  had,  from  misapprehendiitg 
him,  taken  amiss  somethmg  which  he  bad  said  on 
that  floor.  He  gave  him  an  explanation,  and  the 
Major  seemed  satisfied.  He  had  not  the  lead 
idea  of  injuring  the  reputation  of  officers.  Be 
did  not  carry  that  kind  of  malevolence  abau 
him.  But  he  had  a  right  to  state  what  be  knew 
to  be  facts ;  and  for  one,  that  of  the  massacre  of  i 
family,  though  they  were  so  near  the  fort,  that  he 
believed  the  garrison  mi^ht  have  seen  the  snu^ 
of  their  chimnev!^.  He  did  not,  however,  say  thu 
the  officer  in  the  fort  was  to  blame,  lie  mkk 
have  potent  reasons  for  what  he  did,  though  m, 
C.  did  not  know  them^  and  had,  on  that  aceono^ 
been  cautions  of  saying  any  thing  more  Aan 
merely  stating  the  fact,  and  this  he.iqqtiehended 
that  he  was  entitled  to  do.  It  was  not  at  the  c<»- 
duut  of  particolar  persons  that  Mr.  C.  levdlcdhii 
observations,  but  at  the  feeble  defensive  system 
which  they  were  enjoined  to  puisne.  He  m- 
eluded  by  declaring,  that  he  had  a  high  opioira  of 
Major  Geater,  and  his  conduct  must  have  bees 
misrepresented  to  that  gentleman  since  they  woe 
last  together,  or  he  would  not  have  written  the 
letter  in  question. 

The  Question  was  now  called  for  and  taken,  asd 
the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Revived,  That  the  present  Military  Establi^ 
ment  of  the  United  States  ought  to  be  continiKd, 
and  the  corps  composing  the  same  completed  bf 
enlistments,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  yeWi 
with  authority  to  the  Pbesidsht  to  forbw  to 
raise,  or  to  discharge  aflter  they  shall  be  wsd, 
soch  part  thereof^  as  future  events  may,  in  hii 
judgment,  render  consistent  with  public  saietT- 
convenience,  and  economy. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bilb  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Dattox, 
Mr.  Sahdel  Smith,  and  Mr.  Jebbmiah  Wan- 
WORTH,  do  {vepare  and  bring  in  the  tame. 


Wednesday,  February  4» 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  allowance  of 
drawback  on  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  ship  Enter 
prise  was  reau  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  ShhrbdrnE]  from  the  committee  to  whoB 
was  re-committed  the  report  of -the  committee  oo 
the  bill  sent  from  the  Sienate,  entitled  Ao  act  to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  estdtliih  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  Unim 
States,"  made  a  report ;  which  was  read, 
dered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  m 
Whole  House  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  a 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  relative  to  the  «^ 
pensation  of  certain  officers  employed  in  the  col- 
lection of  the  duties  of  impost  and  tonnage;  «D<i> 
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after  some  time  spent  dierein,  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported  serenil  amendments  thereto; 
which  were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Ordmdf  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
moits,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  following  Message  was  receired  from. the 
PKEfltDEirr  OF  TBB  Uhited  Btatgb  : 
€fenikmm  0/  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Haute  of  Repretentativet 
I  lay  before  Congreea,  for  their  oonsderation,  a  Let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  State,  apon  the  subject  of 
Loans,  whidi  is  extremely  interortiiig  and  urgent 
G.  WASHINGTON. 
UviTSD  Ftbruorj/  A,  1796. 

The  said  Message  and  Letter  were  lead^  and 
referred  to  Mr.  Sbdowick,  Mr.  Madisoh,  Mr. 
Baluvin,  Mr.  William  Smitb,  and  Mr.  Giles, 
with  instruction  to  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  wi^  their  oiHBum  thereup- 
on, to  the  House. 

The  House,  on  tbotion  of  Mr.  Heath,  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of 
the  select  committee  as  to  the  progress  made  in 
settling  the  accouDta  of  balances  due  to  the  old 
Qorernment.  This  was  accordin^y  done,  Mr. 
Cobb  in' the  Chair.   The  report  was  read. 

The  first  resolatioa  in  the  report  was,  that  fur- 
ther and  more  adequate  proTisioo  oui^t  to  be  made 
for  Keorering  of  debts  due  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Hbatb  was  in  ikror     the  resdntioii. 

Mr.  Sbdowick  thought  any  new  rc^plations  sa- 
perfluous,  as  every  precaution  had  been  taken  that 
could  be  taken. 

Mr.  Wadbwortb,  in  the  discussion  of  this 
report,  said,  that  he  had  got  his  own  accounts 
with  the  United  States  settled,  and  to  be  sure  it 
was  much  better  that  the  thing  was  done,  but  he 
would  not  go  through  such  a  business  again  for 
twenty  times  the  balance  that  he  recovered. 
Many  people  had  in  despair  given  up  the  attempt. 

The  resolutions  were  a^eed  to  with  amend- 
ments, and  reported  to  the  House.  The  galleries 
were  th^,  at  Wf  past  one  o'clock,  ordered  to  be 
cleared  for  reading  of  the  eommuDieations  from 
the  Pbgsidbht.  . 


Thdbsdat,  February  5. 

An  engrossed  bUl  relative  to  the  compensations 
of  eertun  facers  emi^oyed  in  ^e  culection  of 
the  duties  of  impost  and  tonnage  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

A  memorial  of  Oliver  and  Thompson,  of  the 
town  of  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  mer- 
chants, was  [wesaited  to  the  House  and. read, 
praying  that  certain  errors,  made  to  the  injury  of 
the  memorialists,  in  the  payment  of  the  duties  on 
fifteen  boxes  of  Irish  linens  and  thirty  pipes  of 
Madeira  wine,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
in  the  years  1791  and  1792,  may  be  rectified. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  Mr.  Sauubl  Smith,  Mr.  Hillhoobb,  and  Mr. 
Win OATB ;  that  they  do  examine  the  mtttter  Aere. 
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of,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  there- 
upon to  the  House. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  George  Gibbs, 
made  a  report;  which  was  read.  Whereupon, 

Beaolved,  That  the  Collector  for  the  port  of 
Newport,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  allow  to  George  Gibbs 
the  legal  drawback  on  certain  wines,  byTiim  ex- 
ported, in  the  month  of  December,  1790,  in  the 
ship  Warren,  to  Calcutta :  Provided,  that  the  said 
George  Gibbs  shall  produce  all  the  other  testi- 
mony (excepting  the  oath  of  the  mate)  required 
respecting  drawbacks,  by  an  act  passed  the  4th  of 
August,  1790. 

Orda^,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  iujpur- 
saaat  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 

!>repare  and  bring  in  a  bill  fbr  coatinmng  in  force, 
or  a  liniited  time,  act  passed  the  3d  of  ApriL 
1794,  entitled  "  An  act  transferring,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  jurisdiction  of  suits  and  offences  from 
the  District  to  the  Circuit  Court  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  assigning  certain  duties  in  respect  to 
invalid  pensioners,  to  the  Attorney  of  the  said 
District." 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  Jgse- 
HiAH  Smith,  Mr.  Tbatober,  and  Mr.  Pbleq 
Wadswobth.  - 

A  memorial  of  tife  sugar  refiners  in  the  town 
of  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  reaiL  praying  a  revision  of 
the  excise  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  that  so 
much  of  the  act  passed  at  the  last  sesvon  of  Con- 
gre^  entitled  "  An  act  laying  certain  duties  upon  ^ 
snufi'^aad  refined  sugar,"  as  impose  a  duty  on 
sugar  refined  within  the  United  States,  may  be 
repealed. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  whom  is 
committed  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  prepare  and  report  a  plan  for  the  reduction  of 
the  Public  Debt. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  House 
should  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  committee  on  reduc- 
ing the  National  Debt,  which  was  done  accord- 
ingly, Mr.  Cobb  in  the  Chair.  The  resolution 
was  then  read. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  that  he  had  not  recollected 
before  the  House  resolved  itself,  that  be  had  in  his 
pocket  an  address  and  remonstrance  from  the  sugar 
refiners  of  Baltimore  to  submit  to  them.  The 
Committee,  on  this  account,  rose.  The  address 
was  then  presented  and  read  by  the  Clerk.  It 
stated,  in  pointed  terms,  the  oppressive  effects 
attending  the  excise  on  refined  si^r.  When  the 
address  had  been  read,  the  Committee  was  re- 
sumed. 

.  When  this  second  resolution  was  last  before 
Committee,  Mr.  S.  Smith  had  moved  to  strike 
the  resolution  out  of  the  report 
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Mr.  FiTzaiMONs  believed  that  there  had  only 
beeo  two  of  the  taxes  cootaioed  id  the  resolution 
complained  of,  viz :  those  on  snuff  and  refined  su- 
gar. The  auctioneers  complained  not  of  the  tax, 
but  wanted  some  particulars  aUered.  This  might 
be  done^  and  it  would  be  more  candid  to  confine 
the  motion  merelr  to  those  pam  of  the  resolution 
which  lud  caused  complaint. 

Mr.  Heibteb  said,  tnat,  in  Pennsylvania,  the 
tax  on  auctioneers  had  nerer,  as  he  understood, 
been  carried  into  execution.  He  was  for  ili  viiliDg 
immediately  on  the  motion  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  HiLLBOCSE  was  also  for  a  dirisioo  on  the 
question. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  was  anxious  that  the  nature  and 
extent  of  his  motion  might  be  understood.  He 
1^  moved  for  striking  out  these  taxes  for  the  pre- 
sent, not  to  prevent  the  execution,  but  to  suspend 
for  the  present  the  prolongation  of  an  act  wtiich 
would  expire  in  the  end  of  the  session  of  1797. 
The  taxes  were  confessedly  experimental,  and 
another  year  would  enalde  tne  next  Congress  to 
decide  much  better  whether  they  ought  to  t>e  con- 
tinned,  than  could  be  done  at  present.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  gentlemen  would  not  mistake  this 
motion,  as  if  it  went  to  an  absolute  negative  of 
these  taxes,  when  it  was  only  temporary  and  con- 
ditional. 

Mr.  P&OE  was  likewise  for  striking  out  the 
clause.  If  good,  at  the  end  of  the  former  term  it 
could  be  renewed.  But  let  the  experiment  be  made. 

Mr.  Sedgwick. — Mr.  Chaiftnan,  the  princii»l 

auestioD  involved  in  that  before  the  Committee  is, 
liall  permanent  provision  be  made  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Public  Debt?  As  subordinate  to  this, 
is  it  necessary  that  the  taxes  laid  last  session,  on 
loaf  sugar,  snuff,  carriages,  licences  for  retailing 
spirituous  liquors  and  sales  at  auction,  should  be 
etwtiiiued?  The  great  subject,  then,  of  providing 
the  means  of  reducing  the  Debt,  is  necessarily  in- 
Tolved  in  the  discussion.  If  it  shall  appear  to  be 
the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  establish  an  efficient 
system  for  this  purpose,  and  if  it  shall  be  demon- 
strated that  these  taxes  are  indispensable  for  that 
end,  it  will  follow,  that  the  resolution  for  their 
continuance  should  not  be  struck  out  tutil  an  ad- 
equate substitute  is  proposed. 

When  we  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  vari- 
ous stages  through  which  the  mass  of  Debt  bad 
passed  previous  to  the  Funding  System ;  the  ex- 
treme difficulty  there  was  in  executing  that  busi- 
ness; the  agitations  which  attended  it;  the  jea- 
lousies, suspicioDS,and  animositieE,  which  have  re- 
mlted  from  it ;  when  we  call  to  mind  the  disunion 
and  parly  which  have  flowed  from  this  source ; 
when  we  reflect  on  the  mafpitude  of  our  Debtj 
and  when  we  know  how  anxious  our  cotutituents 
are  to  have  it  put  in  a  train  of  reduction,  we  must 
conclude,  that  we  ought  assidnoudy  to  seek  ^e 
means  of  effecting  it. 

The  history  of  Public  Debts  is  a  very  curious 
and  instructive  one.  The  facility  with  which 
they  are  increased,  and  the  difficulty  of  reduc- 
ing them,  should  form  an  useful  lesson  for  Ame- 
rican legislators. 
When  we  compare  our  own  Debt  with  the 
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more  enormous  ones  ol  some  other  countries,  m 
are  apt  to  console  ourselves  with  its  comparatin 
smaluiess.  I  had  intended  to  have  given  the  his- 
tory of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  British  DdiU. 
but  when  I  reflect  that  it  is  a  subject  whidii 
known  to  every  gentleman,  aod  must  have  bca 
considered  by  them,  I  dare  not  trespass  on  the 
patience  of  the  Committee.  I  Will  only  take  tke 
liberty  to  observe,  that,  in  the  year  1697,  when 
there  were  more  anxious  forebodings  of  ruin  from 
that  source  than  perhaps  nt  any  period  since,  tb 
Debt  of  that  couDtry  was  comparatively  less  thu 
ours  is  now.  Had  the  Government  then,  in  ear- 
nest, attempted  a  reduction,  it  might  have  been 
effectually  done,  with  less  annual  revenue  than  is 
now  required,  in  time  of  peace,  for  their  ordinuy 
expenditure. 

Whenever  a  provision  for  the  Public  Credit 
shall  be  beyond  the  public  faculties,  confusion  ani 
ruin  must  be  the  consequence.  That  canseh■sd^ 
stroyed  the  strongest.  Government  in  Burope. 
This  we  all  hope  will  prove  a  Ueming.  TheaiK 
event  here  would  blast  the  best  hopes  of  the  loven 
of  mankind. 

Among  all  the  catiaes  which  have  operated  to 
prevent  the  reduction  of  Public  Debts,  uoae  has 
been  more  influential  than  that  of  divertine  rere- 
nues  appropriated  to  that  purpose  to  other  wjeeti. 
If  our  appropriations,  of  this  kind,  shall  be  vio- 
lated, we  may  despair  of  our  country  being  ever 
discharged  or  its  load  of  Debts.  To  secure  as 
against  this  evil,  provision  must  be  niade,concomi- 
tautly  with  aSinaing  Fund, for  the  other  necesssrf 
expenses  of  Qovoument,  and  also  an  aUowaDce 
made  for  those  unforeseen  and  contingent  demtDds 
which  cannot  be  computed,  but  which  willalwip 
occur.  Otherwise,  we  may  be  assured,  unies 
America  is  to  be  exempted  from  the  evils  whieb 
have  affiicted  other  coimtriesj  that  our  inteniian, 
however  patriotic,  will  be  defeated  hy  a  divenus 
of  our  permanent  appropriations  to  temponrf 
purposes.  Our  legislators  may  feel  interested  ii 
the  continuance  of  the  Debt ;  they  may  mat 
energy  of  character;  they  may  be  indolent;  they 
may  meanly  dread  a  loss  of  popularity,  from  tD' 
posing  necessary  burdens,  or  all  these  may  com- 
bine to  form  a  precedent,  which,  when  ooce  esob- 
lished,  we  may  bid  adieu  to  hope. 

This  debate,  if  not  productive  of  the  effecD 
originally  designed,  will  certainly  disclose  to  our 
constituents  many  things  important,  at  least  useful 
to  be  known.  I  most  ardently  hope  that  mr 
wishes  and  expectations  may  not  be  disappotntea, 
that  DO  man  observing  on  a  contradiction  of  dM* 
racter  and  conduct,  may  justly  use  language  sock 
as  this :  Strange  to  liehold !  We  see  the  mes 
vho  have  been  represented  as  the  ikiends  of  iriito- 
cracy,  the  men  who  had  erected  a  Debt  as  tke 
means,  who  rendered  it  irredeemable,  that  it 
be  perpetuated  as  the  instntment  of  power  aw 
influence;  these  men  we  see  striving,  witbtQ 
their  might,  and  straining  every  nerve,  for  the 
adoption  of  an  efficient  system,  for  the  gnd«^ 
reduction  and  ultimate  destruction  of  thismooster 
of  iniquity ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  not  Icss^ 
expected,  we  perceive  the  friends  of  the  people 
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as  they  hare  called  themselTes,  the  men  who  had 
fairljr  discorered  that  every  political  eril  was 
stalking  in  the  beck  grouna  of  the  frightful  pic- 
ture, wliich  they  bad  made  of  the  Funding  Sys- 
tem; these  men  w^  behold,  formed  in  solid  columns, 
to  defend  this  hateful  spectre  against  the  assaults 
of  the  knights  of  the  Funding  System. 

The  man  who,  twelre  months  since,  would 
have  dared  to  prophecy  that  a  trifling  tax  on  loaf 
su^r,  snuff,  and  carriages,  would  hare  been  put 
in  competition  with  a  reduction  of  our  Debts, 
would,  without  hesitation,  bare  been  pronounced 
either  contemptibly  weak  or  detestably  wicked. 

I .  did  not  think,  at  the  commoicement  of  our 
deliberatitms,  it  coold  have  been  necensary  to  have 
uised  reasons  for  the  reduction  of  the  Dent  But 
the  debate  has  taken  a  turn,  so  new  acd  unexpect- 
ed, that  I  will  t^e  the  Hbertv  of  stating  some  of 
the  reasons  which  have  struck  my  mind  with  the 
greatest  force,  why  we  should  honestly  unite  in 
the  attempt.  Some  of  those  reasons  are  general, 
and  apply  to  all  Qovernments ;  some  are  more  pe- 
culiarly applicable  to  the  circumstances  of  this 
ootuitry. 

1st.  A  Debt,  as  an  embarrassment  to  the  facul- 
ties of  a  country^  is  an  evil.  To  this  there  are,  at 
some  times,  and  m  some  conntrie.*!,  causes  which 
counteract  this  evil,  perhaps,  in  some  instances, 
overbalance  it ;  but  I  'am  confident  those  causes 
do  not  here  operate  to  an  extent  which  should  in- 
duce Bs,  for  a  moment,  to  suspend  our  efforts  to 
reduce  the  Debt. 

2d.  A  very  cedent  reason,  and  one  which  will 
infloenee  every  true  patriot.  Is,  thiit  our  Debt  has 
been  made  a  principal  and  ostensibly  almost  the 
only  source  or  party.  No  man,  theiij  who  wishes 
a  union  of  councils,  a  fiatermty  of  sentiments, 
will  seek  for  plausible  reasons  to  defeat  this  im- 
portant measure. 

3d.  The  experience  of  other  countries  has  de- 
monstrated a  general  disinclination  in  Qovern- 
ments to  liberate  the  pledged  funds  of  the  com- 
munity. Every  extraordinary  demand  accumu- 
lates, of  course,  the  Debt,  and  in  the  end  must 
prove  ruinous.  It  will  be  vain  for  us  to  profess 
ourselves  the  friends  of  Republican  Government, 
aad  admitets  of  our  political  institutions,  if  we 
are  not^  by  the  examples  of  others,  warned  against 
this  evil, 

4th.  A  great  portion  of  our  Debt  is  owned  by 
foreigners,  and  from  the  value  of  capital  here, 
compared  with  other  countries,  we  hare  reason  to 
fear  the  evil  will  increase,  h  must  be  tmneces- 
sary  to  dwell  on  the  impoverishing  effects  of  a 
continued  drain  of  specie  from  tbe  eommunitjr. 

5th.  Tbe  proposed  measure  will,  in  my  opinion, 
beyond  any  expedient  which  could  be  devised, 
tend  to  fix  the  market  price  of  our  six  per  cent, 
stock  at  per.  This  would  make  that  species  of 
Debt  less  a  subject,  and  more  an  instrument  of 
commerce;  and  instead  of  acquiring  it  would  sup- 
ply the  place  of  capital ;  and  it  would  also  enable 
the  Government  to  employ  beneficially  our  surplus 
^  revenues  in  purchaseb  in  the  market. 

6th.  Thereatecwsiderationspecntiarlyweighty 
at  the  ]»eseiit  moment,  which  should  stimnlate  us 
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to  the  attempt  to  unshackle  our  fecnlties  by  a 
diminution  of  the  DebL  Because,  whatever  our 
exigencies  may  be,  we  may  t»  compelled  to  rely 
on  our  ordinary  resources,  without  much  aid  from 
borrowing ;  for,  from  the  smallness  and  value  of' 
capital  here,  we  ought  not  to  rely  on  domestic 
Loans;  and  the  uncertain  issue  of  tbe  troubles  in 
Europe,  would  prove  it  madness  to  depend  on 
foreign  aid. 

7tb.  We  ought  to  prepare  to  face  the  Deferred 
Debt;  that  we  may  not  at  once  be  compelled  to 
impose  too  srreat  an  additional  burden  on  our  con- 
stituents. Tiie  Deferred  Debt]  when  the  whole 
shall  be  taken  in,  will  prolnbly  amount  to  about 
15,000,000  of  doUais,  and  the  annual  interest  to 
about  900,000.   This  is  no  trifling  sum. 

I  suppcee  1  shall  be  told,  ttuit  this  reasoning  iB-- 
c^uite  superfluous,  that  all  will  concur  in  an  inten- 
tion of  creatine  an  efficient  Sinking  Fund.  We 
are  indeed  told,  "be>ye  fed  and  be  ye  clothed." 
bill  I  ask  whe^e  are  the  food  and  raiment  ?  We 
will  appropriate,  but  where  are  the  funds  7  A 
permanent  provision  by  temporary  or  periodical 
grants  is  in  itself  a  contradiction.  For  a  Govern- 
ment to  appropriate  money  without  funds,  is  fai~ 
lacious  and  absurd. 

It  is  proposed  by  gentlemen  with  whom  I  have 
the  honor  to  concur,  to  create  a  fund  adequate  to 
the  payment  of  eight  per  cent,  on  the  six  per  cent 
Debts ;  to  pay,  as  they  accrue,  the  instalments  of 
foreign  Debt  and  of  the  Loan  made  of  the  Bank ; 
to  provide  the  means  of  speedily  discharging  the 
Loan  of  a  nuHion  of  ddlars,  authoraed  the  last 
session  for  the  purpose  of  foreign  interconrsej  and 
to  aid  the  present  Sinking  Fund,  if  in  our  power, 
by  api^yiog  annually  all  the  surplus  of  revenues 
beyond  our  annual  wants.  « 

On  the  other  hand,  in  all  the  calculations  made 
by  gentlemen  opposed  to  continuing  the  taxes  laid 
the  last  session,  reference  has  been  had  <mly  to 
the  eight  per  cent,  redeemable  by  the  terms  oi  the 
contract.  The  first  observation  which  occurs  here 
is,  that,  if  gentlemen  do  not  wish  to  exert  the  pub- 
lic faculties  beyond  that  point,  there  seems  to  ex- 
ist no  fbundation  for  the  complaint,  so  loudly  and 
50  oiten  repeated,  of  the  irredeemability  of  the 
Debt.  For  how  can  a  prohibition  to  do  a  thing, 
which  you  have  no  mdination  to  perform,  be 
considered  as  a  grievance  1 

In  these  ealcnlations,  no  allowance  whatever  is 
made  for  those  unforeseen  events  to  which  all  hu- ' 
man  affairs  are  liable.  I  will,  at  least  for  the  pre- 
sent, waive  this  objection.  I  put  out  of  the  ques- 
tion the  omission  of  the  Foreign  Debt,  of  that  due 
to  the  Bank,  and  of  the  Loan  which  I  have  men- 
tioned. I  will,  too,  suppose  the  calculations  to  be 
just.  We  shall  then  be  furnished  with  the  means 
df  payii^  $600,000,  commencing  the  first  payment 
the  beginning  of  the  next  year.  We  shall  then 
have  made  five  annual  payments  before  we  are  to 
meet  the  demand  accrumg  from  the  Deferred 
Debt.  This  will  amount  to  $3,000,000;  and  we 
shall,  of  conne,  hare  liberated  an  annuitv  equal 
to  $180,000.  This  wilt  not,  however,  enable*  ua  to 
&ce  that  additional  deaund;  for  1  nave  already 
shown,  that  the  annual  interest  of  that  will  ninonnt 
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to  dwut  $900,000.  So  far,  then,  at  that  time,  trom 
beiog  in  a  capacity  to  continue  the  operation  of 
tbe  Sinking  Fund,  additi(niU  taxes  will  be  indis- 
pensftbly  oecessaiy  to  enable  yoa  to  fulfil  the  pa)h 
ue  engage  men  ts. 

Wm  gentlemen  permit  me  to  reqaest  them  to 
compare  the  benefit  to  be  expected  from  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  Debt,  with  the  incoaTeDience  of  con- 
tinuing the  proposed  taxes?  Respecting  the  first, 
1  beliere  it  to  be  the  greatest  benefit  the  Legisla- 
ture can  confer  on  meir  constituents.  It  is,  of 
coarse,  the  first  duty  which  they  owe  them,  and 
the  thing,  by  them,  of  all  others  most  desired. 
It  is  not,  nowever,  I  agree,  to  be  effected  by  taxes 
unequal  and  oppressive.  The  subjects  of  the 
taxes  are  principally,  all  must  allow,  articles  of 
luxury.  The  taxes  are  certain,  cheap  in  the  col- 
lection, and  do  not  increase  the  number  of  officers. 
There  will  be  no  distress  of  individuals  in  enlbrc- 
ing  the  colleetioB,  nor  are  any  of  the  means  ii'^ed 
made  vaa  of  fm  that  pttrpoee  hostile  to  liberty, 
^lese  circumstances  seem  to  reeoimaend  them  to 
tke  favorable  attenlaoa  of  the  L^islature.  Yet 
to  these  taxes  objeetionji  are  mau,  as  there  cer- 
tainly would  he  to  any  other,  wfam  selC-interest 
is  immediately  concerned. 

There  is  a  very  obvious  reason  why  the  manu- 
factures of  sugar  are  better  defended  than  those 
of  snuff  and  the  other  taxes.  It  is  said,  that  the 
tax  on  loaf  sugar  has  not  as  yet  the  test  of  expe- 
rience." This  is  equally  true  of  every  other  spe- 
cies of  tax  which  may  be  substituted^  except  only 
direct  taxes,  of  which  I  shall  say  a  few  words  be- 
fore I  sit  down.  It  is  an  American  manufac- 
ture," it  is  true ;  but  it  is  also  true  ttu^  the  manu- 
fictore  is  so  protected  that  the  manufacturer  has 
a  com]^ete  monopoly  j  and,  of  course,  if  there  is 
aay  truth  in  poUtioal  ealenlatioos,  the  consumer 
must  pay  the  tax.  It  is  also  true  that,  if  yoa  con- 
tinufr  ^e  protecting  dutiesy-and  do  nof  continue 
the  tax,  TOV  give  to  the  manufacturer  a  bounty 
eqoal  to  those  duties,  which,  to  the  same  amount, 
is  a  charge  on  the  community.  U  you  do  not 
continue  the  protecting  duties  th»e  is,  of  course, 
a  further  defalcation  of  revenue.  "  The  tax  will 
prevent  the  use  of  the  article."  Is  there  a  man 
m  the  least  degree  acquainted  with  the  subject- 
who  can  for  a  moment  believe  that  two  cents 
a  pound  on  loaf  sugar  can,  in  a  single  in- 
stance, affect  the  consumption  ?  But,  to  conclude : 
It  is  said,  "  that  the  tax  has  already  in^jured  the 
manufoetwer."  I  am  willing  to  admit  that,  at 
the  cmimeneement  and  termination  of  every  tax 
OIL  a  mann&cture,  and,  perhaps,  on  any  other  ape- 
eifie  artictfc  some  iiieonvenience  and  embarrass- 
iBcnt  will  be  experienced,  which  will,  however, 
by  its  continuance,  as  certainly  be  overcome  as 
that  an  unagitated  fluid  wUl  find  its  level. 

Bat  let  it  be  granted  that  neither  sugar,  snu^ 
nor  carriages,  may,  on  experience,  appear  to  be 
iwoper  subjects  of  taxation ;  it  cannot  be  a  con- 
clusive objection  against  the  measure,  fbr,  by  the 
terms  of  the  resolution,  these  taxes  are  subject  to 
repeal'  by  the  substitution  of  others;  and,  when- 
ever the  meditated  evils  shall  appear,  the  Legisla- 
ture will  apply  the  remedy. 


It  Is  said  to  be  an  illiberal  and  unfoonded  jea- 
lousy to  suspect  gentlemen  of  insincerity.  I  nma 
not  to  make  the  eha^.  Let  &ets,  however,  spnk 
for  themselves.  Have  tbe  gentlemen  m  tne 
position,  however  clamorous  against  others,  ever 
proposed  a  system  of  their  own  1  Do  they  now 
offer  any  substitute?  Till  the  sestifm  befine  the 
last  we  neither  suffidentiy  knew  the  wants  nor 
tbe  resources  of  our  country  to  make  an  experi- 
ment. The  House  was  then  necessarily  divertnl 
from  the  consideration  of  a  plan  before  them  by 
tbe  interventifHi  of  a  subject  equally  interestiag 
to  the  quiet  of  the  community  and  to  the  repotar 
tion  of  a  very  meritorious  ofiicer.  All  remember 
the  interesting  subjects  which  exclusively  oee»- 
pied  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  at  the  last 
session. 

The  subject  is  now  introduced*  There  wv 
every  reason,  to  expect  a  united  exerticm  for  the 
aee(Hn|dishment  or  this  desirable  object.  Hoacr 
and  chaiaeter,  independently  of  patriotism,  it  was 
foreseen  woiud  give  union  and  energy  to  the 
friends  cS  the  raiding  System.  It  wns  hoped 
that  other  motives  would  not  be  less  openttve 
with  those  who  wwe  its  enemies.  It  is  now  mM. 
"  this  is  not  the  proper  time,  tbe  business  aony  as 
well  be  d(me  at  the  ^Kixt  seesiiHi."  1  ask  Kewd»- 
men,  why  not  as  well  at  the  present  1  If  hoBOc 
the  good  wishes  and  blessitlgs  of  the  people,  will 
attend  the  authors  of  the  measure,  1  invite  g*ii lie- 
men  to  accept  them.  If  toils  are  to  avrait  the  exe- 
cution, I  beseech  them  to  encounter  the  honorahk 
ta^.  Why  leave  the  glory  to  our  successovs} 
Maj  not  they,  for  the  same  reason,  leave  it  to 
theirs?  This  disposition  iot  postponement  and 
leaving  till  "  to-morrow,  and  to-morrow,  and  to- 
morrow," tilings  which  might  as  wdl  be  done  to- 
day, has  been  the  came  why  public  debt*  have 
been  ruinously  mtailed  on  other  coanbnes. 

It  is  said,  tiiat  loaf  sugar,  sntil^  carriages,  dfcc. 
are  not  proper  subjects.  What,  then,  shall  ve 
substitute  ?  It  is  said,  direct  taxes."  Have  tbey 
not  already  been  triea  and  rejected  ?  Have  doc 
these  been  approved  for  ptirposes  not  more 
portant  than  those  now  proposed  7  Is  there  not 
an  evidence  of  insinoeri^  in  proposing  rejected 
taxes  as  a  substitute  for  those  which  have  been 
adopted  ?  Does  not  every  ^^tleman  know  that 
the  proposed  substitute  is  inadmissible  1  Bat,  if 
genuemen  are  in  earnest,  why  bring  they  not  for-  j 
ward  their  proposed  scheme  of  direct  taxes  as  the  i 
means  of  reducing  the  Debt  %  If  the  Debt  i> 
what  they  hava  constantiy  represented  it,  is  it  not 
a  duty  Eociimbait  on  tliem  equally  with  tbcs 
brethien  to  atteinpt  its  reduetioa  1 

A  gentleman  [Mr.  Findlet]  has  said,  that,  by 
the  act  impo^ng  the  temporary  taxes,  the  faitn  a  j 
Government  is  pledged  againt  their  beinf;  coati-  , 
nued.   Why,  then,  continue  the  additiraal  im-  i 
post,  to  vrtiica  he  has  assented,  which  was  equally  I 
temporary  in  its  creation  t   But  can  the  geo tie- 
man  be  serious  in  this?  Does  the  imposition  of  a 
land  tax  one  year  pledge  the  faith  of  the  Goven^ 
ment  that  It  shall  not  be  continued  the  next  ?  1 
have  understood  this  gentleman  to  say  that  socb 
taxes  as  those  under  consideration  were  to  be 
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lade  temporary  by  way  of  experiment.  But  the 
entleman  has  discoTered  that  the  GoTerament 
m  derive  no  benefit  from  the  experiment  with- 
tit  a  violation  of  its  faith.  This  consequence 
len  folLows,  that  no  article  of  manufacture,  no 
3ecific  article,  can  he  rendered  a  source  of  per- 
lanent  revenue.  This  at  least  is  a  new  discovery. 

One  gentleman  [Mr.  McDovgll]  has  proposed 
aother  substitute,  laxiae  the  Debt  itself.  1  will, 
L  answer  to  this,  only  observe,  that  this  would  be 
ideed  a  Sinkinif  Fond. 

I  cannot  help  observing  what  has  been  often  r»- 
eated  here,  that  the  Qovernment  ought  not  to  re- 
ose  itself  on  imposts  and  tonnage  aumc^  because 

is  a  resource  which  war  would  annihilate,  aod 
ecause  it  is  putting  the  patriotism  of  the  mer- 
hant  to  too  severe  a  trial. 

The  arrangement  of  our  Treasury  Departments. 
1  my  mind,  evinces  great  wisdom  and  political 
iscernment.  It  is  thereby  not  only  competent  to 
tie  Secretary,  but  made  his  duty,  from  time  to 
ime,  to  report  "  plans"  for  the  miprovement  of 
he  revenue  and  the  orderly  administration  the 
nances.  That  officer,  in  the  dischar^  of  this 
[ziportant  duty,  has  laid  before  the  Legidature  an 
ble  and  comprehensive  system,  embracing  the 
•articular  subject  now  before  us. 

"^e  statement  which  he  exhilnts  respectine  the 
erenue,  does  not,  as  others  with  which  we  have 
•een  favored  do,  entirely  omit  the  important  arti- 
cles of  foreign  debt,  that  due  to  the  Bank  of  the 
Jnited  States,  and  the  considerable  loan,  autho- 
ized  by  the  act  of  the  last  session,  of  $1,000,000, 
or  purposes  of  foreign  intercourse.  To  leave  the 
wo  first  items  unprovided  for  would  at  once  sa- 
:riftce  the  national  interest  and  violate  the  public 
hitfa. 

To  leave  the  last  without  effectual  means  of 
peedy  payment,  would  be,  in  time  of  peace  and 
tnexarapled  prosperity^  to  increase  the  National 
!>ebt.  l^epupaue  omissions  and  mistakes  which 
lave  been  made  in  all  our  calculations,  should  in- 
luce  us  to  hesitate  whether  more  respect  is  not 
iae  than  has  lately  been  [Mid  to  official  informa- 
jon  and  lesponailnuty. 

I  have  very  great  confideiiee  in  the  gentleman 
mho  was  at  the  bead  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
nent.  Hb  talents  arp  acknowledged  by  all ;  his 
Bt^rity  is,  I  believe,  incorruptible,  and  his  in- 
lostrr  mdmttinble.  Hitherto,  he  has  never  de- 
«ived  us,  and  he  can  now  hare  no  possible  motive 
o  do  it  Added  to  these  considerations,  he  is  re- 
:poBsiUe,  not  only  In  this  cotmtry,  but  abroad,  by 
lis  reputation  and  well-earned  fame,  dearer  than 
ife,  not  to  mislead ;  and,  besideb,  he  has  the  best 
aeans  of  accurate  calculation  ;  and,  what  I  sup- 
K>se  will  be  allowed  as  an  additiondal  reason  for 
:onfidence,'  is,  that  he  is  not  now  devising  means 
)f  official  or  personal  power  and  influence,  being,* 
It  the  time  he  made  his  report,  about  to  retire  vo- 
antartly  and  to  mix  with  the  mass  of  the  people, 
[f,  on  toe  one  hand,  howerur,  it  will  not  be  ex- 
icted  anv  to  receive  eonclasivdy  the  state- 
nents  and  deductions  of  the  Secretary,  on  the 
lUter,  candor  will  compel  those  who  reject, 
»  disprove  them.  Fcv  myself,  I  shall  assume  it 
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as  a  fact  that  his  statements  are  just,  and  affimi 
the  only  means-usf  accurate  calculation. 

To  secure  the  important  purposes  of  reducing 
our  debts,  preserving  inviombly  the  public  en- 
^igements,  and  providing  the  means  of  facing  the 
Deferred  Debt,  without  being  corapdled  to  extra- 
ordinary exertions  at  that  time,  it  will;  according 
to  the  Secretary's  report,  be  necessary  to  continue 
all  the  existing  taxes.  The  surplus  beyond  the 
known  ohieets  acknowledged  as  necessary  to  be 
provided  for,  amounts  to  no  m<we  (speaking  in 
roimd  numbers)  than  $140,00&— «  sum  certainly 
not  too  large  to  answer  those  owtingeat  and  un- 
foreaeen  demands  for  which  all  Govemment^  in 
establishing  permanent  systems  of  this  kmd^ 
ought  to  provide. 

As^e  Secretary  proposes  the  tazee  of  last  session 
shall  be  appropriated  to  tempwary  purposes,  it  mar 
be  asked,  why  they  should  now  be  continued  ontu 
the  year  IdOl  ?  To  this  I  answer,  IsL  Because  we 
have  now  evidence  that  they  will,  according  to 
the  existing  state  of  Uiings,  be  necessary.  2d.  Be- 
cause  that,  unless  temporary  objects  of  necessary 
expense  are  provided  for,  there  will  be  danger 
that  the  permanent  a^HropriatiMis  will  be  viout- 
ed.  3d.  Because  a  conflict  of  interests,  passions, 
and  theories,  renders  it,  as  our  experience  has  de- 
monstrated, extremely  laborious  and  dilBcnlt  to 
impose  any  tax,  and,  from  its  prolot^ing  the  sea- 
sion  of  Uie  Lwialatwe,  ezpeimve  to  onr  eonstits- 
ents.  And,  4tn.  Beeaase,  as  uptm  another  oeea- 
sion,  I  have  undertaken  to  show  there  are  real 
embarrassments  at  the  commeneement  and  termi- 
natitm  of  all  taxes  on  specific  articles,  which  are 
overcome  by  their  eonimuance.  To  this  it  may 
be  added,  that  should  it  fortunately  happen  that 
we  should  not  be  able  to  lessen  onr  expenses,  we 
shall,  in  the  same  propwtion^  reduce  our  Debt. 
This,  I  hope,  no  man  will  consider  as  an  evil. 

Mr.  Lyman  objected  to  the  gentleman  who  waa 
last  up,  speaking  as  if  the  report  before  the  Com* 
mittee  was  the  peculiar  ufoperty  of  himself  and  a 
part  of  the  members.  The  report  and  estimates 
were  made  at  the  deare  of  the  whole  House.  He 
stated  a  variety  of  objeetions  which  had  bean 
made  to  the  taxes  specified  in  the  resolution,  ud 
to  go  to  discontinue  them  now,  before  their  emcta 
were  tborou^ly  known,  would,  in  bis  opinion,  be 
hi^ily  improper.  Among  other  observations  toat 
had  been  usM  on  this  sn^ect,  he  objected  to  the 
expression  that  voting  or  rdUsiag  to  vote  for  the 
immediate  continttanee  of  these  taxes,  would  be 
a  test  of  character. 

Mr.  NicaoLAB  said,  that  he  would  state  what 
the  question  really  is.  For  two  years  longer  you 
hare  these  taxes  to  do  every  thing  with  which 
the  gentleman  proposes.  Where,  then,  is  the  ne- 
cessity, where  is  the  propriety,  of  continuing  them 
just  now?  The  gentlemen  from  Virginia  who 
are  opposed  to  this  clause,  act  from  the  most  dis- 
interested motives.  No  country  depends  more 
upon  importation  than  theirs,  and  yet  they  never 
complained  of  imposts.  They  complain  not  of 
taxes  the  most  burdensome  to  themselves.  The 
reason  why  the  r^ners  of  sugar  complain  is  be- 
eanse  theysaythe  tax  onpresses  them;  and  die  side 
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reason  why  gentlemen  support  this  opposition  is, 
because  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  complaint  of 
the  manufacturers  is  well  founded.  It  was  a  ri- 
diculous inference  to  allege  that  the  Virginians 
are  averse  to  taxation.  Mr.  N.  was  informed  that 
the  British  never  had  imposed  aoy  tax  of  this 
nature  on  the  refining  ol  samt.  Mr.  N.  had  no  con- 
cern with  the  taxes  of  snnn  and  sugar  personally, 
for,  of  the  one,  he  took  very  little,  and  of  the 
otiier  none  at  alL  As  to  the  auction  tax,  it  never 
had  been  brought  to  operate  in  Virginia.  No  per- 
son qualified  m  consequence  of  the  act  of  last 
session.  A  great  part  of  the  speech  of  Mr.  N. 
OOTisiBted  of  calculations  on  the  present  state  of 
the  finances. 

Mr.  Giles  observed,  that  a  bystander  would 
imagine  that  there  was  a  proposal  for  repealing  a 
lax.  There  is  no  such  thing.  It  is  merely  against 
the  present  continuance  of  an  old  one,  after  the 
term  fur  which  it  was  voted,  and  of  which  two 
years  are  yet  unexpired.  With  all  this  warmth 
and  agitation,  if  we  vote  in  the  affirmative,  we 
shall  not  add  one  cent  to  the  existing  revenue  of 
the  Union ;  and,  if  we  vote  in  the  negative,  we 
shall  not  take  one  cent  from  that  levenue.  But 
if  you  once  include  the  taxes  befrae  the  Commit- 
tee in  a  perpetual  system  of  taxes,  you  give  to  the 
Senate  exactly  the  same  power  which  you  now 
haveof  negativing  an  appearand  the  President  also 
has  a  second  nenttive ;  so  that  each  of  these  two 
branches  of  the  LegisUture  receives  equal  power 
with  yourselves,  for  both  can  negative  a  repeal. 
Mr.  6.  said,  that  to  one  of  the  taxes  in  the  reso- 
lution he  had  an  objection,  though  be  believed  it 
one  of  the  least  unpopular  of  toe  whole.  This 
was  the  tax  on  carriages.  He  had  always  been 
against  iL  Gentlemen  had  spoken  of  call- 
ing into  exertion  the  great  revenue  faculties  of 
this  country.  He  eouu  not  imagine  that  a  few 
petty  excises  were  to  be  called  the  great  revenue 
uculties,  nor  did  he  ever  think  that  such  taxes 
would  promote  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt. 
Some  great  and  general  effort  mtist  be  made.  He 
thotight  that  the  present  question  might  have  been 
contracted  into  a  very  narrow  compass,  and  that 
there  had  been  no  occasion  for  so  many  difibnye 
remarks  on  it. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  observed,  that  though  the  two 
principal  objections  to  the  report,  when  last  under 
consideration,  were  quite  opposite  in  their  nature ; 
yet,  that  it  was  less  difficult  to  answer  them  both, 
than  to  reconcile  them  with  each  other.  The  gen* 
tteroan  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Smitb]  was  opposed 
to  the  continuance  of  the  new  taxes,  among  other 
xeasoQs,  fur  the  loUowtng :  that  there  would  be 
si^cient' revenue  to  answer  the  purposes  contem- 
plated by  the  plan  urithont  those  taxes ;  whereas, 
the  gentleman  from  Vir^ia  [Mr.  Madison]  was 
opposed  to  them,  becautse  ^ey  would  produce  but 
a  Jaltry  sum,  totally  inadequate  to  the  great  object 
of  the  reduction  of  the  Debt.  Leaving  it- to  the 
gentlemen  to  reconcile  this  variance,  ne  would 
endeavor  to  satisfy  the  Committee  that  both  the 
(Ejections  were  groundless. 

With  respect  to  the  first,  a  reference  to  the  re- 
pert  would  show  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 


that  the  plan  therein  submitted  contemplated  im 
objects,  the  redemption  of  the  Debt  by  paymenirf 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars  annually,  being  ihf 
sum  redeemable  at  present,  and  the  purchase  of 
the  Debt  when  not  above  par — to  efiect  this,  iht 
report  suggested  two  propositions,  one  to  appropri- 
ate permanently  sufficient  revenues  for  the  umni 
redemption ;  the  other,  to  appropriate  the  unnit 
surplusses  of  revenue  to  occasional  poiehwi 
These  points,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  had  fully  ootleed « 
a  former  occasion,  when  he  bad  developed  ibt 
views  of  the  select  committee  and  explained  tbt 
princi{des  of  their  report,  and  had,  he  thongbtsi- 
tMactorily  shown  that,  without  the  aid  of  ^ 
taxes  in  question,  it  would  be  impossible  to  attu 
even  the  first  object,  the  redemption.  As  tbb 
point  was  now  questioned,  he  would  repeat  thii 
the  existing  impost  and  excise  on  distilled  spinta 
did  not  yield  a  revenue  adequate  to  the  discfiarjt 
of  the  current  expenses,  the  interest  of  the  Dels, 
and  the  redeemante  part  of  the  principal  i  ibii 
would  appear  from  the  following  concise  siw- 
ment: 

Current  expenses,  as  per  acts  of  tippsopOMt 

tion  -  -$S,inMH 

Interest  of  Debt  3,1«MM 

Redeemsble  part     -  ,   -      -      •      -  GOIVM 


The  impost  was' estimated  at 
The  exdie  on  fjorits. 


Defideaey  - 


In  the  above,  the  Bank  dividends  are  «A» 
eluded.  They  are  computed  at  fifty  thonsand  dai- 
tars  per  annum,  and  may  be  set  off  against  en* 
lingencies ;  the  avails  of  the  Post  Office  will  !»■ 
bably  be  absorbed  in  the  expenses  of  that  Dfjart" 
ment.  Thus  it  is  demonstrable,  that,  to  sceut 
certainty  in  the  reduction  of  the  Debt,  as  ftr  *> 
the  right  reserved,  these  new  taxes,  or  some  othfR 
must  he  resorted  to.  But,. admitting,  foi 
ment  sake,  the  full  force  of  the  statements  (A  in* 
gentleman,  it  would  still  leave  the  second  n> 
very  essential  object  of  the  plan  unsatisfied, naoj 
ly,  the  purchase  oftheCebt.  From  accurate  w 
culation,  it  appears  that,  if  we  begin  this  ye*r  * 
redemption  of  the  Deot,  and  confine  o""*'^ 
merely  to  the  payment  of  the  two  per  cent  of 
principal,  it  wul  require  nearly  thirty  T^'^if 
fore  the  whole  of  the  six  per  cent.,  including  p** 
ferred  Debt,  will  be  disAhaived,  and  we  shall  tba 
still  have  nearly  tvrenty  millions  of  three  percent- 
and  fourteen  millions  of  Foreign  Debt  on  of 
hands;  We  must,  therefore,  place  our  F<*  ^ 
dependence  on  the  purchasing  up  the  Deot «" 
for  that  valuable  purpose,  we  must  have 
plusses  of  revenue  every  year,  besides  a  staWe'* 
malienable  fund  for  the  gradual  redemption.  l« 
this- mode  advantage  will  be  taken    the  fl«'** 
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[ioDs  in  the  fiuds,  and  the  Debt  will  be  dtmimshed 
with  rapidity  and.  on  cheap  terms ;  a  double  ope- 
ration will  then  be  performed;  two  per  cent,  of 
the  principal  will  then  be  regularly  and  aDoually 
liscnarged,  even  though  the  Debt  should  be  above 
par,  and  beneficial  purchases  will  be  made  when- 
ever it  is  at  or  under  par. 

Mr.  S.  said,  be  saw  more  solidity  in  the  reason- 
lag  of  the  eentleman  from  Virginia,  fMr.  Maoi- 
aoN,]  when  ne  complained  that  the  proposed  taxes 
iid  not  flofar  enough;  but  still  the  reasoning  of 
he  gentleman  did  not  conclude  against  those  tax- 
's, it  only  proved  that  there  ought  to  be  others  in 
lid  oC  them;  and  so  anxious  was  Mr.  3.  for  the 
ipeedy  reduction  of  the  Debt,  that,  whenever  the 
gentleman  should  think  proper  to  propose  others, 
n  that  way  in  which  alone  tuey  could  claim  con- 
lideration,  he  would  give  them  his  assent,  unless 
;he^  were  such  as  were  liable  to  insuperable  ob- 
eGtion^and  such  he  did  not  expect  the  gentleman 
grould  ever  recommend.  The  same  gentleman 
lad  objected  to  these  taxeit,  as  being  very  oppress- 
.ve  and  little  productive,  and  therefore  advised  a 
recurrence  to  a  direct  tax  on  property,  which 
would  bring  one  or  two  millions  of  dollars  into  our 
sofiers.  This  mode  of  reasoning  was  similar  to 
:hat  which  prevailed  at  the  last  session,  when  the 
irgency  of  our  situation  suggested  the  necessity  of 
i  naval  armament ;  on  that  occasion  it  was  ob- 
jected that  the  force  was  incompetent  to  the  ob- 
ject, and  yet  there  was  no  attempt  by  those  who 
maae  the  objection  to  render  it  competent ;  it  was 
9bjected  that  we  ought  to  negotiate  with  the  Al- 
^riues,  and  not  irritate  them  by  an  armament ; 
Ukd  yet  it  was  then  known  that' one  negotiatitm 
liad  been  tried  ineffectually, and  thata  liMral  pro- 
rivion  was  made  for  another  to  accompany  the 
irmament.  So,  on  this  occasion,  it  ia  objected, 
that  the  proposed  taxes  are  inadequate,  but  there 
is  no  attempt  either  to  increase  tnem  or  substi- 
tute others :  a  direct  tax  is  suggested,  (but  not  pro- 
posed,) in  lieu  of  these,  though  it  is  well  known 
that,  at  the  last  session,  these  were  preferred  to  a 
laud  tax  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;, 
consisting  of  a  member  from  each  State,  of  which 
Jie  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  one;  and  that, 
when  it  was  proposed  in  the  House,  there  were 
aot  ten  members  who  voted  for  it,  even  with  the 
prospect  of  -  war  before  our  eyes ;  and  though  the 
KOposition  under  debatfris  accompanied wiUi  this 
provision,  that,  whenever  any  other  taxes  of  e^ial 
raiue  a^l  be  laid,  these  taxes  shall  cease.  The 
opposition  on  this  salyect  is  in  all  respects  paral- 
.el  with  that  of  the  one  alluded  to  in  the  hut  les- 
noa  i  and,  aa  on  that  oeeasion,  the  Hovae  thoo^t 
the  urgency  of  the  case  called  for  the  adoption  of 
the  remedy  proposed,  though,  perhaps,  not  the 
best;  so,  on  tne  present  occasion,  Mr.  S.  trusted 
the  House  would  agree  to  the  proposedplan,  ud- 
iei«s  a  better  was  Drought  forward.  When  the 
House  had,  by  an  unanimous  vote,  resolved  that 
further  [NTovision  ought  to  be  made  for  the  reduc- 
'ioo  of  the  Debt,  he  little  foresaw  the  opposition 
which  the  report  had  encountered ;  the  Commit- 
tee had,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  paid  much 
kttentioB  to.  the  sabjact;  and,  as  the  rfsnlt  ot  their 
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labors,  had  r^rted  the  plan  on  the  table }  it  was 
now  several  weeks  since  it  had  been  printed  and 
undergone  discussion,  and  yet,  after  all  the  objec- 
tion to  it,  nothing  had  been  digested  by  way  of 
substitute,  and  w£en  the  session  is  drawing  to  a 
close,  it  is  proposed  to  reject  it  altogether,  andleare 
the  subject  wnere  we  found  it.  Would  the  pub- 
lic be  satisfied  with  this?  Would  they  be  recon- 
ciled by  being  informed  that  so  valuable  an  object 
as  the  reduction  of  the  Debt — one  which  they  have 
so  much  at  heart — bad  been  defeated  by  the  means 
of  half  a  dozen  manufacturers  of  snuff  and  loaf 
sugar?  Will  our  constituents  approve  of  our 
throwing  away  valuable  funds  in  hand,  and  which 
are  appfieable  to  this  important  object,  and  de- 
pending upon  mere  visionary  qftecnlations  of  taxe& 
which  may  never  be  laid, or  whielL^  laitl,  will 
aot  be  realized  for  years  to  come  ?  -Will  not  the 
public  be  induced  to  suspect  that  there  is  some- 
thing of  party  in  this  matter ;  and  that  one  side 
object,  because  another  side  propose ;  and,  how- 
ever groundless  the  suspicion^  would  not  design* 
ing  men  give  it  this  complexion  1  Foi^is  part, 
so  desirous  was  he  of  securing  the  object,  that  any 
other  plan,  from  whatever  quarter  it  came,  which 
would  be  consistent  with  policy,  should  receive 
his  assent ;.  on  this  occasion,  more  than  on  any 
other,  he  would  say,  "  Tros  Tyriusve  miUii  nulie 
discrimine  ogetYrP'  even  now,  though  so  much 
time  had  been  bestowed  on  this  report,  he  would 
consent  to  withdraw  it,  if  gentlemen  in  the  Oppo- 
sition would  show  him  another  mode  equally  ade- 
quate to  the  object ;  but,  until  they  did,  be  felt  it 
his  duty  to  rapport  it. 

If  {[entlemm  are  serious,  said  Mr.  S.,  in  their 
intention  to  propose  a  land  tax,  and  hare  any  hopes 
of  its  passing  into  a  law,  what  possible  objection 
can  they  have  to  the  report?  Does  it  not,  in  ex- 
press terms,  hold  this  language,  that  them  objec- 
tionable taxes  shall  cease  as  soon  aa  any  others 
eaual  value  shall  be  substituted  ?  If  the  language 
01  the  report  is  not  sufficiently  explicit,  I  am  wiU- 
iag  to  make  it  more  so,  and  to  provide  in  another 
clause,  width,  the  gentlemen  may  word  as  they 
please,  to  this  effect : 

«  That  «a  soon  as  a  direct  tax  on  pn^erhr  to  the 
amount^of  these  taxes  iliaU  be  laid,  Oen  they  shall 

fado  cease." 

Either  they  believe  that  a  direct  tax  irill  pass, 
or  that  it  will  not :  if  they  believe  that  it  wiU, 
then  they  are  certain  that  these  taxes  will  cease ; 
if  they  believe  that  it  will  not,  then  they  most  be 
sensible  that,  without  these  taxes  are  coatinned, 
the  Debt  cannot  be  paid.  If  it  be  said  that  it  is 
hazardous  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  Senate  to 
prevent  the  passing  of  a  land  tax,  and  thus  Kpeal- 
mg  these  taxes,  it  may  be  answered  that,  if  the 
Senate  are  indisposed  to  the  reduction  ot  the  Debt, 
they  will  not  apply  these  taxes  to  that  purpose ;  ii 
they  are  disposed  to  reduce  it,  they  will  adopt  the 
most  efficacious  means,  and,  as  the  gentlemen  say, 
a  direct  tax  will  be  the  most  efficacious,  of  course 
the  Senate  would  prefer  it. 

It  has  been  said,  that  there  is  no  necessity  at  this 
time  to  determine  whether  these  tazea  tnight  to 
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be  continued  or  not,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  left  to 
tfae  next  Congress.  It  is  somewnat  strange  to 
i*nmpliiii>  -ftf  the  existence  of  the  Debt,  to  express 
the  almost  solicitude  for  its  abolition ;  and  yet, 
when  it  is  proposed  lo  take  measures  for  that  pur- 
pose, to  ask  why  it  could  not  as  well  be  done  next 
year?  To  postj^e  the  plan  for  another  year, 
will  certainly  evmce  less  zeal  for  the  redaction  of 
the  Debt  than  to  adopt  it  now;  when  anything  on 
this  subject  is  done,  tt  mnst  be  systematic  and  per- 
manent. To  resolre  at  this  session  to  discharge 
the  first  redeemable  instalment,  and  leave  it  to  fu- 
ture Legislatures  to  pay  the  second  or  not,  and  so 
on  from  year  to  year,  according  to  the  changeable 
disposition  of  dinerent  Houses^  would  very  much 
pos^xne  the  ultimate  redemption,  and  throw  the 
accounts  into  the  utmost  contusion  and  perplexity 
at  the  Treasury  D^rtment,  embarrass  the  public 
creditors,  and  even  put  in  jeopardy  the  public 
cMdit. 

Mr.  S.  here  produced  a  taUe,  containing  state- 
ments and  calculatims,  showing  the  period  of 
timein^hieh  the  six  per  cents  would  be  redeemed 
nceording  tqthe  right  reserved,  distingiiishinef  the 
Resent  and  deferred  Debt,  the  amount  of  princi- 
pal and  interest,  applicable  to  each  for  each  annn- 
tl  paymeoit ;  the  amount  of  each  annually,  after 
Miuetuig  the  purment  of  the  preceding  year ;  and 
the  vmhie  of  the  Debt  every  year,  after  the  reduc- 
tioB  commences,  calculated  on  a  certificate  of  one 
hnndred  dollars. 

From  this  taUe,  Mi.  S.  said,  it  mmt  appf>ar  that 
wh«i  once  the  reduction  was  begun,  it  must  be 
persisted  in.  New  books  and  acconnti  mnst  be 
«f)ened  at  the  Treasury  ;  a  table  of  reduction  must 
he  kept  to'  be  resorted  to,  as  a  standard  by  which 
to  graduate  the  annuiU  diminution  of  each  ceriifl- 
cftte^  and  the  consequent  reduction  of  interest  on 
it }  the  system  be  permanent,  there  will  be  no 
neat  diffieuty  after  the  business  is  organized  at 
the  Treasivy,  but.  if  it  be  fluctuatine,  every  year 
will  require  new  book&  new  calculations,  and  the 
labws  (u  iimamerable  clerks  to  adjust  the  accounts 
•o  the  cbuige ;  aad  this  vrould  not  be  the  tnily 
difficulty,  for,  as  new  certificates  will  not  be  inued 
after  every  payment,  and  probably  there  will  not 
be  even  an  endorseaaent  on  the  old  certificate  of 
the  payment  made,  nothing  but  certainty  of  the  an- 
nual payment  can  protect  purchasers  from  endless 
Inads:  the  certificates  in  foreign  parts  would  cre- 
ate the  greatest  perplexity,  it  the  payment  of  the 
two  per  cent,  were  not  as  certain  as  that  of  the 
interest.  Mr.  8.  said,  he  had  consulted  the  prin- 
cipal officers  of  the  Treastuy  on  this  point,  and 
they  were  decidedly  in  sentiment  with  him  that  it 
vould  be  better  not  to  commence  the  reduction 
until  we  were  CCTtain  we  could  persevere  in  it. 
He  therefore  inreased  these  considerations  to  ctm- 
Tinee  ifentlemen,  that  if  we  mean  now  to  enter  on 
the  nnijeet,  we  must  not  only  make  a  systematic 
ud  dnnUe  amngement,  but  we  most  pledge  for 
the  purpose  ewrtain  md  adequate  fnnds,  not  liable 
to  be  withdrawn^  but  by  the  substitution  of  others 
of  equal  productiveness.  It  was  further  to  be  re- 
marked, tnat,  by  suffering  a  year  to  elapse  with- 
mt  an^^  ourselves  of  the  right  to  redeem,  we 


lost  a  year  efiectualty,  for  we  could  not  carry  tbt 
jnyment  c^that  year  to  the  credit  of  the  next,  tit 
right  reserved  beine  only  to  pay  two  per  centii 
each  year.  Mr.  S.  flattered  himself  that  ihrao- 
fdanatiooB  would  be  a  satirfaetory  rejdy  to  ibw 
gentlemen  who  had  asked  what  occasion  dm 
was  for  doing  anything;  more  this  ses»oii,tkii 
simply  appropriating  six  hundred  tboosairfdd- 
Urs  for  the  first  instalment.  He  had  soagfat  k 
every  information  on  this  subject^ and  he  vktat 
vinced  that  the  mere  appropriatUMi  of  thit  un 
without  com^letinff  the  system,  would  beatiaM 
with  more  injury  than  benefit 

The  question  ,which  had  been  raised  tk 
gentleman  from  Vii^nia,  namely:  wbeiherm 
should  enlarge  the  system  of  excises  or  spply  t 
direct  taxation,  was  unnecessarily  raised  on  iIb 
oceasi(»i,  and  could  have  no  other  effect  tbsa  (c 
mudead  the  Committee  from  the  trae  poiDL 

The  plan  reported,  and  the  statements  frcn^ 
Treasury,  proved  that  the  existing  revennw  wat 
sufficient  to  discharge  the  redeemable  part  (tf  At 
Debt,  to  pay  all  the  current  expenses,  and  lo  kin 
some  stirpluB,  which  nright  be  api^cable  to  pr 
chases  of  the  Debt.  If.  ^er  the  system  repniri 
shall  be  adopted,  it  shall  be  thon^t  that  then- 
plus  for  purchases  will  be  too  small,  then  wiH  k 
the  proper  time  to  propose  new  revenues  is  oAi 
to  augment  that  resource,  and  then  will  (be  vp» 
tion  of  the  gentleman  from  'Virginia  be  regw; 
then  let  it  be  determined  whether  a  complete  sp- 
tern  of  excises  or  a  land  tax  shall  be  ]he  faisi  w 
further  purchases  of  the  Debt  It  miist  be  obriw 
that,  to  lead  the  Committee  iuto  that  inqiiirjit 
present  would  be  only  to  bewilder  them  ini  mw 
of  inediauEtible  debate ;  it  would  be  pursuing » 
^iiu  fatuus  which  would  seduce  us  from  the  sub- 
ject liefore  us,  never  to  resume  it  this  sobcd;  k 
would  be  losing  the  substance  tograspatashsdov- 

The  unproductiveness  of  these  taxes  h» 
asugned  as  a  reasm  for  dieir  diseontinmeMi 
the  sune  time  that  they  are  com^ainedofas  w- 
densome.  They  were  expected  to  yidd  Detrfiff 
htmdred  thousand  dollan,  wfaieh  was  i>  ^""^ 
the  excise  <m  ^stilled  spirits,  and  no  enotemptiw 
sum;  it  would  puy  twfKhtrds  of  each  insttin* 
Mid  was  a  OTowing  revoHie :  it  was,  howew. » 
servuble,  that,  Aough  the  motion  struck  it  w 
vrhole  of  the  taxes,  all  the  artillery  of  Oppowi* 
was  pointed  only  at  the  snuff  and  sogar  taxc'i^ 
indeed,  latterly,  the  objections  to  the  fornKt  m 
diminished,  and  the  su|^r-bakeni  seemed  to  k 
the  principal  favorites  with  the  Committee 
the  persons  affected  by  the  others,  diey  W"* 
been  even  so  much  as  mentioned  in  tee  «*f 
Was  it  right  to  destroy  all  these  reveoupi,  n«2 
because  the  sugar  tax  was  improper?  B<r.  8."' 
never  expected  that  the  snuff  and  "J 
would  have  been  adeeted  by  the  oppeoeots  oi  v 
report,  for  renUr  they  appeared  Whim  ibeKJ 
exceptiottnUe  of  the  wfawe ;  he  never  eo*''' 
lieve  that  the  articles  of  snuff  and  sugar  o^J 
be  exempt  from  tuation,  while  coffee,  bobes 
and  salt,  were  not.  He  never  eooid  cobsw'  " 
pay  a  boanty  of  ninety  thoosMHl  ddlars  ■ 
the  mwafii^TeR  of  snnff  and  sugar.  TtF"" 
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hax  the  remissioa  of  these  taxes  operated  as  a 
>ounty,  Mr.  S.  stated  that  the  jvotectiog  dniies 
which  had  been  laid  by  Congress  on  the  foreign 
irticles  bein^  so  high  as  to  amount  to  a  prohioi- 
ion,  the  -articles,  of  course,  were  not  imported ;  by 
;ontinuinff  the  protecting  duties,  the  import  on 
liose  articles,  which  would  amount  to  ninety  Uiqu- 
iaod  dollars,  was  thus  lost  to  the  United  States, 
md  would  be  a  bounty  to  the  manufacturers,  if  the 
'eTenne  vere  not  ouained  by  excise.  SuppoBe 
ZoagKM  were  to  take  off  the  protecting  duties  on 
omS  sugar,  and  leare  the  autauiacturus  to  the 
oreign  competitionj  co^d  they  justly  complain? 
Idight  it  not  be  said,  the  protecting  duties  hare 
leen  laid  long  mough  to  encourage  the  maiiufac- 
ure,  and  to  bring  it  to  maturity?  You  have 
lot  only  the  monopoly  of  the  home  supply,  but 
rour  sugar  is  become  an  article  of  exportation; 
iii(:e  you  are  unwilling  that  the  West  Indies  should 
lerive  a  revenue  from  it  throueh  you,  they  must 
it  by  an  impost.  Another  objection  has  been 
nade  against  the  continuance  of  tnese  taxes ;  they 
□re  saia  to  be  temporary,  and  oughL  therefore,  to 
le  applied  to  temporary  objects,  such  as  the  Mili- 
ary Establishment,  and  the  permanent  object  of 
lie  rednetioa  of  the  Debt  It  was  rather  a  strange 
>l:g«etion  to  argue  from  a  pecidiar  quality  of  the 
>bjeot  nndwr  couidentioBi  when  the  whole  que»- 
Mm.uid  essence  of  the  controrersy  was,  in  fact, 
vhether  the  object  should  possess  that  quality  ? 
Whether  certain  revenues  should  be  temporary  or 
lermanent,  depended  on  L^;islative  will,  and 
vhen  the  proposition  was  to  make  certain  tempo* 
«ry  tax^  permanent,  it  was  no  answer  toaay  that 
bey  are  now  temporary.  It  should  be  shown  that 
bese  taxes  are  temporary  in  their  nature  and  qua- 
ity.  The  duty  on  coffee,  bohea  tea,  and  salt,  are 
lermanent.  is  there  leas  permanence  in  the  na- 
ore  of  a  duty  on  refined  st^ar  and  snuff?  The 
burner  are  consumed  by  thte  pocHrer  classes  of  soci- 
itv ;  the  latter,  by  the  wealtluer.  Is  that  a  reason 
rhy  the  former  should  be  permanent,  and  the  lat- 
er temporary  ?  But,  if  there  did  exist  any  differ- 
uae«  in  the  nature  of  these  reraiues,  the  ai^- 
was  Uie  other  war }  Sot  these  duties  bemg 
ntenial,  were  in  general  u»  liable  to  be  afieeted  by 
ran  than  the  impost,  and  were,  consequently,  irf  a 
DOie  permanent  nature  than  the  impost,  and  there- 
ore  more  suitable  for  the  purpose  to  which  they 
ire  designed.  Besides,  the  very  substitute  recom- 
oecded  lor  the  additional  impost  of  last  session, 
s  a  temporary  revenue. 

There  remained  one  further  objection  to  an- 
wei.  It  was  asked,  why  we  did  not  extend  ex- 
lises  to  nails,  shoes,  paper,  and  many  other  arti- 
iles  manufactured  in  the  United  States,  of  which 
be  manu&oturers  have  as  mueh  the  monopoly  of 
upply,as  of  snuff  and  sugar?  Several  answers 
Mscurred  to  this  obMction.  In  the  first  {dace,  the 
act  is  not  admitted  that  these  have  the  monopoly 
>f  supply ;  again,  it  does  not  foUow,  that  because 
»iie  article  is  to  be  exeiaed,  all  are.  In  laying  tax- 
is, many  things  are  to  be  taken  intoeonadenti<«, 
be  nature  of  the  commodity,  whether  it  can  bear 
I  ta^  wheUwx  a  neeessary  or  a  luuiry,  the  mode 
if  coUectiiu,  its  cheapaflw,  and  BUBpliAity  %  vii»< 


ther  it  will  fall  on  the  maker  or  on  the  consumer. 
The  articles  of  snuff  and  sugar  possess  every  es^ 
senttal  of  a  good  tax:  to  show  that,  because  they 
can  bear  a  tax,  the  other  articles  can  also,  the  gen- 
tlemen should  show  that  the  other  articles  ppssess 
the  same  qualities. 

Mr,  S.  said,  he  believed  he  had  answered  every 
objection  to  the  snuff  and  sugar  taxesj  and  conser 
quently  every  objection  to  uie  princioal  part  of 
the  report ;  for  it  would  be  observed,  tnat  gentle- 
men in  the  Opposition  had  made  the  whole  mterit 
and  existence  of  the  report  hinge  upon  those  tiv« 
articles.  The  question  was,  therefore,  now  on  the 
very  existmce  of  the  (dan ;  for,  if  the  present  mo- 
tion should  obtain,  be  saw  an^end  to  all  their  labor 
for  this  session.  However  he  might  regret  its 
failure,  and  the  further  postponement  of  so  inter- 
esting a  subject,  he  should  endeavor  to  console 
himself  with  the  reflection,  that  be  had,  early  in 
tlie  session,  brought  the  subject  forward :  that  he 
bestowed  considerable  attention  tm  it,  and  had  used 
all  his  endeavors  to  accomplish  at  this  time  aj^an, 
which,  if  adopted,  he  was  certain  would  efiectu- 
ate  the  discharge  of  the  National  Debt  in  a  very 
short  period.  If  the.conduct  of  members  on  thb 
occasion  is  to  be  exhiUted  to  the  p«blie  as  a  en- 
terifHk  of  their  siacarity  in  wishing  the  q»eedy  dis- 
chai^  of  the  Debt,  he  was  desirous  UuU  the  pab* 
lie  should  know  the  put  he  had  acted,  and  he  was 
confident  that,  when  a  comperuon  should  be  drawn 
between  those  on  the  one  side,  who  had  early  and 
zealously  brought  forward  and  defended  a  plan 
for  the  reduction  of  the  Debt,  and  at  the  aama 
time  ahown  a  willingness  to  accede  to  any  other 
equally  e£Scient ;  and  those  on  the  oUier,  who  had 
combated  this  plan  with  no  small  perseverance, 
merely  on  account  of  their  dislike  to  one  or  two 
articl^  of  taxaticm,  without  offering  anything  as 
a  Mibstitute,  (excejK  holding  out  the  idea  of  a  re* 
mote  and  auiUMt  im{»racticaUe  e^dient,)  hi« 
conduct  would  safely  undergo  the  strieleat  war 
tiny. 

Mr.  Of  LABBT  rose.— By  this  time  seveml  jogmr 
hers  were  ready  to  go  away,  and  the  queatioD  baro 
ing  been  repeatedly  cdled  for,  the  gentleman  was 
goiDg  on,  when 

Mr.  NicHoi^s  observed,  that  he  was  entitled  to 
be  heard,  as  he  had  |:ot  cgp  b^re  a  motion  that 
was  just  made  for  adjournment. 

Mr.  B.  BoDRNE  observed  on  the  impossibility  of 
the  gentleman  being  heard,  when  the  House  were 
just  going. 

'  Mr.  Sbdowick  noticed  that  he  should  have  the 
freedom  of  the  floor  to-morrow. 

Mr.  GiLBBRT  said,  that  he  did  not  wish  to  tin 
the  Committee. 

The  Commiuee  then  rose,  and  the  House  im- 
mediately  adjonmed. 

FniDAT,  February  6. 
An  engrossed  Mil  for  the  ereoticm  of  a  light- 
house, near  the  entrance  oS  Qeoigetown  harbor, 
in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  FiTisiiioas,from  ttwcommities  appoihtsd 
to  infnre  iato  the  esfblishmeet  of  elens  in  A« 
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serenl  Departments,  made  a  report ;  wfaieh  was 
Kad,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next 

Mr.  FiTZBiHOirs,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  William  Gardner, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  Monday  next 

THE  PUBUC  DEBT. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  on  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday ;  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  8.  Smith  was  before  them  for  strib;in{; 
out  the  second  resolution  in  the  report  of  the  se- 
lect committee  on  the  means  of  reducing  the  Na- 
tional Debt;  Mr.  Cobb  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Tract  said,  that  when  he  was  ap  before  on 
this  qnestioD,  he  had  stated  that  some  of  the  sogar- 
bakers  in  New  York  were  not,  in  their  own  opin- 
ions, oppressed  by  the  excise  on  loaf  sugar,  and 
that  the  raw  material  had  been  cheaper  there  than 
usual;  this  had  in  part  been  contradicted  by  a 

fentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  S.  Smith,]  who 
ad  said  that  the  low  price  alluded  to  was  by  an  ac- 
cidental and  single  purchase.  Mr.  T.  said,  be  was 
now  furnished  with  ample  documents  to  show 
that  the  raw  material  in  New  York  had  been  at 
least  ten  per  cent,  cheaper  for  a  number  of  months 
back  than  usual,  which  enabled  the  refiners  to  sell 
loaf  sugar  at  the  same  price  which  they  did  be- 
fore, and  yet  ctdlect  the  excise  from  the  consumer. 
He  bad  asked,  wheo  up  before,  if  the  manufac- 
turers complained  anywhere  but  in  Philadelphia. 
He  now  was  ready  to  assert,  that  they  did  not 
eomplain,  excepting  in  Philadelphia  and  Balti- 
more. The  pnncipal  ground  of  complaint,  con- 
tained in  the  petition  now  before  the  Committer 
from  the  refiners  in  Baltimore,  was,  that  they  had 
not  the  advantages  of  speedy  sale  as  those  bad 
triio  lived  in  laiger  towns.  This,  Mr.  T.  said, 
eonld  not  apply  to  the  manufoeiurers  in  Philadel- 
phia. And  as  tiie  chief  complaint  before  the  Com- 
mittee was  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  which 
was  quoted  bv  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  for 
striking  out  the  resolution,  he  wished  to  be  in- 
dulged in  a  few  remarks  upon  the  weight,  which, 
in  his  opinioD,  the  complaints  of  the  Philadelphia 
refiners  ought  to  have.  It  was  said  by  a  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Nicholas,]  that  the 
manufacturers  m  this  city  declared  they  paid  the 
excise  themselves  and  eonld  not  collect  it  from 
the  imrehuer ;  and  that  we  ought  to  believe  them. 
To  this  he  answered,  that  the  respeotabilit^  of  the' 
sugar-bakers  "ta  Philadelphia  was  unquesuonable, 
yet,  before  their  opinions  and  declaratimis  ought 
to  influence  tiie  Committee,  he  thought  a  fair  ex- 
amuution  of  their  opinions  and  conduct,  and  a 
eomparison  of  them  with  the  opinions  and  con- 
duct of  the  sugar-bakers  of  New  York,  dbc.,  ought 
to  be  had.  Upon  the  first  idea,  in  Congress,  of  lay- 
ing an  excise  on  loaf  sugar.  &C.,  the  manu&c- 
turers  in  this  city  had  b^n  con^antly  oppoung 
the  motions  of  Qovernment.  This  opposition  had 
been  kept  up  until  the  law  had  passed  through  all 
its  stages ;  and,  as  if  they  meant  to  move  Heaven 
and  earth  agunst  it,  when  the  Legislatnie  of 


Pennsylvania  sat  last  Summer,  in  that  most  eiili- 
cal  period,  they  petitioned  theLegiUatQr«tt)i^ 
teifere  officially,  and.  if  possible,  induce  Con^ 
to  repeal  the  excise  law.  This  was  done  in  ivA 
terms,  aod  by  some  persons  at  least,  from  when 
we  had  a  right  to  expect  support  to  tne  laws,  tbu 
it,could  not  fail  powerfully  to  attract  theattentia 
of  every  person  who  r^rded  the  peace  and  1^ 
piness  of  his  country.  And  yet  a  sense  of  the  im- 
propriety of  this  conduct  seems  not  to  hsvefotisi 
Its  way  to  the  minds  of  the  manufacturers  in  tl» 
•city,  excepting  Peter  and  Henry  Mierken,  ^ 
Mr.  T.  said,  formed  a  very  honorable  exceptioB; 
but  the  exception  was  a  solitary  one.  They  pA- 
licly  declared  against  the  propriety  of  such  a  ntf. 
Now  the  manufacturers  tell  us  that  they  mw 
pay  the  whole  excise  themselves,  and  its  opoi- 
tions  are  ruinous  to  them.  And  they  add,W 
sugar  is  at  the  same  price  now  that  it  was  bdiit 
the  excise  was  laid,  and  that  the  excise  merab 
the  consumption.  It  was  a  well  known  net,  Mt. 
T.  said,  that  Urge  purchases  were  made  uitce- 
dent  to  the  excise  law  taking  place ;  {terhaps  Ar 
grocers  did  it  on  purpose  to  avoid  paying  tne  a- 
cise.  This  might  be  one  reason  why  the  price  mt 
not  increased ;  another  was,  the  diminisaed  pnc 
of  raw  sugars.  It  was  the  case  when  the  eiei« 
was  laid  on  spirits.   An  over-purchase  kept  ^ 

{trice  where  it  had  been  for  some  time  after  the 
aw  took  effect;  but  very  soon  the  excise  udi 
profit  on  it  was  added ;  so  it  would  be  in  this  cmx. 
Mr.  T.  said,  that  the  consumption  of  loaf  sugarim 
not  lessened  by  the  excise,  he  had  aathnit;  ^ 
say,  from  all  the  information  he  had  fnm  ih 
grocers  in  tim  city,  in  New  York,  and  elsewhere; 
and  if  the  manumeturers  of  this  city  were  seco- 
rate,  in  saying  that  they  paid  the  excise  them- 
selves, he  asked  how  it  could  possibly  lestes  the 
consumption?  And  he  said  be  believed  he  wis 
stating  with  accuracy,  when  he  said  that  m 
sunr4>aker  at  least,  in  this  city,  actually  did, « 
at  least  proposed,  to  make  out  bills  to  his  p<>^ 
chasers,  in  three  columns,  one  containing  the  price 
of  the  sugar,  the  next  the  excise,  and  the  thin 
the  whole  amount,  but  this  he  did  not  know  tbt 
he  could  prove.  If  this  were  true,  he  asked  «• 
paid  the  excise,  and  why  should  such  a  thiofK 
done,  but  to  stir  up  uneasiness  in  purchasers,  tint 
the  burden  was  thrown  on  them?  Now  the  cij 
is,  the  purchaser  or  consumer  did  not  pay  thedntf; 
but  it  fell  on  the  poor  depressed  maDufaetoitf' 
Mr.  T.  agreed  that  it  would  be  no  more 
wantonly,  to  t^e  money  from  a  rich  hmb  tbu/ 
poor  one,  bat  humanity  called  with  more  for^  >■ 
mvm- of  the  latter.  How  was  it  in  this  case?  Wnr 
the  manufaetnrers  in  this  city  poor  and  depress' 
He  said  he  remembered  a  petition  of  these  tbT 
manufacturers,  but  lately  read  in  Coogres*)  i> 
which  they  say  that  they  will  immediately  ("T 
their  proportion  of  the  PuWic  I>ebt,  if  we  wiU  » 
them  know  the  sum  ;  yet  they  cannotpay 
excise  without  utter  ruin !  They  deny  their  aWBl 
or  will  to  pay,  even  in  the  first 
excise,  and  yet  wish  to  pay  down  their  propo^ 
of  eighty  or  ninety  miUions  of  dollars,  ana  fij 
every  appeuanee  this  proportimi  naatheo** 
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tiut  on  very  ample  fortunes ;  so  that  the  sum  which 
they  offer  to  pay  down  most  be  large.  We  hare  been 
told  in  this  House  of  a  dangerous  moneyed  influ- 
ence, (X  paper  noblemen,  and  purse-imnid  aristo- 
crats ;  but  what  is  this  conduct  the  result  of?  Not 
of  poverty,  to  say  no  more  of  it.  Mr.  T.  was  not 
confident,  but  he  was  tolerably  certain,  that  the 
dry  goods  merchants  of  this  city  remonstrated 
a^nst  the  impost  when  it  was  mst  established ; 
the  maoufacturers  are  now  complatntng  of  the  ex- 
cise. Is  there  any  thine  peculiar  io  Pennsylvania 
that  the  Uws  of  this  Qovemment  can  never  go' 
'  dowo  quietly  with  its  inhabitants  ?  He  was  will- 
ing to  appreciate  the  State,  and  the  manufac- 
turers, and  think  very  highly  of  thein ;  but  he  was 
as  willing  to  think  well  of  the  roannfftctorers  in 
New  York  and  elsewhere,  and  to  give  as  much 
credit  to  their  statements.  He  dvclaredjif  he  were 
convinced  the  tax  wonld  eventually  foil  on  the 
manufacturer  uid  not  on  the  consumer,  he  would 
Tote  for  striking  out  the  resolve }  but  he  said  it 
could  not  be  determined  yet,  by  experiment,  which 
was  the  only  proper  test  of  a  tax.   He  declared 
he  thought  that  even  the  manufo^turers  them- 
selves could  not  tell  unless  the  taxes  were  kept 
in  beiae  for  a  longer  time  than  two  years.  He 
believed  to  continue  the  excises  laid  last  session 
of  Congress  until  1801,  wonld  give  us  the  expe- 
rimental test  much  better  than  to  try  it  only  for 
BO  short  a  time,  and  that  he  was  opposed  to  the 
limitation  when  the  taxes  were  first  laid ;  but  the 
limitation  was  moved  by  a  geotleman  who  had 
c^l^>osed  the  excises  in  every  step ;  and  Mr.  T.  un- 
derstood that  an  accommodation  was  to  take  place 
ia  consequence  of  the  limitation,  but  after  the 
limitation  was  added,  not  a  man  voted  for  the 
btlh  who  had,  before  that  addition,  opposed  them. 
He  T«ry  muen  regretted,  then,  that  the  limitation 
WW  admitted  at  all ;  and  ^onld  hare  omwsed  it, 
but  ftom  a  misundojlanditig  of  the  wora  occom- 
modatum.  He  had  taken  it  in  its  (vdinary  sense, 
bat  he  found  it  was  used  in  an  appropriate  and 
technical  sense,  that  is.  "  if  you  will  adopt  my  sen- 
timents exactly,  I  will  be  so  accommodattng  as 
neTcr  to  adopt  yours  in  return."   It  had  been  said 
that  this  attempt  to  collect  revenue  by  excises  was 
the  first.  The  gentleman  who  said  this  must  have 
forgcMten  the  excise  on  spirits,  which  was  of  much 
more  ancient  date.   A  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Nicholas]  had  said  that  no  opposition  was 
made  to  impost.   Mr.  T.  was  confident  the  gen- 
tleaum  had  not  stated  with  bis  usual  accuracy. 
There  certainly  were  murmurs  apinst  the  im- 
post, and,  possiuy,  at  the  first  op»auon  of  all  taxes, 
'  they  more  or  less  afieet  the  people  nnequatly  j  bnt 
if  you  will  give  them  time  enough  to  woi^  their 
own  lerel,  they  will  become  equal,  and  will  sys- 
tematize in  such  a  manner  that  the  consumer  will 
forever  pay.   A  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Giles]  had  complained  of  some  opinions  which 
IiAd  been  given  in  the  Committee,  that  a  vote  on 
this  sabject  would  be  a  political  test,  and  by  each 
man's  vote,  his  wishes,  honestly  to  pay  off  the 
Public  Debt,  or  not,  would  be  discovered.  The 
same  gentleman  had  soon  after  declaretl,  that  all 
peraoDs  who  voted  to  strike  oat  the  resolve,  would 
3d  CoH.— 39 
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evince  a  confidence  in  the  virtue  of  the  next  Con- 
gress, or  future  Congresses ;  and  that  all  who  voted 
against  striking  out,  wonld  evince  a  distrust  of 
tne  virtue,  Ac.  This  declaration  Mr.  T.  thooriit 
not  so  well  founded,  and  not  so  candid,  as  the  de- 
clarations of  the  gentleman  generally  were.  He 
asked^  if  it  was  a  greater  evidence  of  distrust  in 
the  virtue  of  future  Legislatures,  to  suppose  they 
will  not  repeal  a  bad  act,  when  found  so  by  expe- 
riment, than  any  thing  which  can  be  derived  from 
prolonging  an  act,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  it  a 
fair  chance  to  be  tried  by  experience;  and  would 
it  not  carry  an  impeachment  on  the  wisdom 
this  branch  of  the  Legislature,  to  leave  an  act  in 
a  situation  which  will  never  give  it  a  fair  experi- 
ment ?  Mr.  T.  thought  the  arguments  made  use 
of  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  pMr. 
Lyman,]  could  not  apply ;  he  had  argued  entirely 
on  the  ground  that  our  manufactures  sbonld  not 
be  taxed  at  all.  If  so,  why  not  repeal  the  whole? 
Therquestifm  now  ia,  shall  we  pnuong  these  taxes 
a  stimcient  length  of  time  to  discover,  by  experi- 
ment, whether  the  excise  will  injure  the  manu- 
facturer, or  shall  we  not  ?  If,  by  fair  experiment, 
the  excise  is  found  to  injure  the  manufactures,  no 
man  can  wish  a  further  continuance ;  but  at  least 
give  time  enough  for  that  experiment.  As  to  the 
argument,  that  all  taxes  ought  to  be  annual  or 
biennial,  Mr.  T.  said,  uq  man  could  soberly  think 
that  such  uncertainty  in  the  mode  and  duration 
of  taxes  could  be  eligible.  Let  the  people  know 
that  a  mode  of  taxation  is  to  be  permanent,  or  at 
least  sufficiency  so,  to  determine  its  merit  by  ex- 
periment, and  they  will  know  how  to  meet  the  ex- 
action, and  wilt  systemize  it;  but  keep  your  mode 
<tf  taxatiw  in  uncertainty  and  fiuctuation,  and 
your  taxes  will  be  truly  oppressive,  which  no  man 
can  wish,  unless  the  new-fangled  principle,  diat, 
to  preserve  the  liberties  of  the  people,  you  ought 
to  make  them  feel  most  sensibly  the  inconve- 
nience of  paying,  taxes  should  become  general ; 
vriiiclr  is  in  fact  saying,  it  is  best  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  liberty,  peace,  and  happiness  to  man- 
kind, for  the  Legislature  so  to  contrive  their  mode 
as  to  effectually  prevent  the  contrary,  and  enforce 
an  involuntary  payment,  and  that  at  a  time  and 
in  a  manner  the  best  calculated  to  destroy  the 
peace  and  interrupt  the  happiness  of  the  person 
paying.  This  he  thought  a  fair  result  of  the  doc- 
trine which  had  been  mentioned  in  the  Commit- 
tee, "  that  direct  taxes  were  preferable  to  indirect^ 
for  the  purpose  of  preserving  liberty."  Mr.  T. 
said,  he  should  have  no  great  objection  to  strike 
out  the  carriage  tax,  not  that  he  disliked  it ;  but 
many  persons  thongbt  it  unconstitntional.  He 
had  no  doubt  on  that  ground,  and  believed  it 
would  be  determined  by  the  Federal  Court  to  be 
Constitutimtal ;  if  so,  it  vras  agreed  on  all  hands 
to  be  a  good  tax.  The  ^e^olve  must  be  amended, 
if  it  was  not  struck  out;  but  he  conceivedj  by  the 
rules  of  the  House,  if  the  whole  resolution  was 
struck  out,  that  not  one  of  the  taxes  could  be 
brought  forward  for  a  continuance,  or,  in  other 
words*  it  would  not  be  in  order  to  move  a  repeal 
of  the  limitation.  If  he  was  right  in  this  idea,  he 
hoped  no  person  would  vole  to  strike  out  the  reso- 
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lotion,  as  he  was  coofideat  it  might  be  amended, 
80  as  to  meet  the  minds  of  a  majority. 

Mr.  MoHTGOUEBT. — I  am  so  seriously  disposed 
in  fayor  of  the  reduction  of  the  Debt,  Ukat  I  rise, 
at  this  time,  more  to  give  mr  reasons  for  the  vote 
I  intend  to  ffire,  than  that  I  beliere  my  arguments 
will  be  so  clear  or  cmvincing,  as  that  1  shall  have 
much  influence  on  the  opinions  of  this  Commit- 
tee. 

There  has  been,  in  the  course  of  investiga- 
tion,  much  said  on  the  one  band  to  show  the  suf- 
ficiency  of  the  existing  revenues  for  the  purpose 
expressed  in  the  resolution  ;  and  as  much  on  the 
other,  proving  that,  without  the  continuation  of 
the  taxes  or  duties  in  question,  it  would  be  decep- 
tive and  very  fallacious  to  attempt  the  object  in 
view.  Without  going  into  the  mmutes  of  calcu- 
lation on  the  one  side  or  the  other — nor,  indeed, 
do  I  believe  it  is  very  important  as  to  the  deter- 
mination of  my  mina  which  of  the  caleokuions 
are  the  most  just — it  is  sufficient  for  me  to  observe 
that  the  resolution  in  question,  taken  in  conjunc- 
tion with  a  subsej]uent  one,  appropriates  the 
whole  of  the  taxes  in  question,  tcwether  with  the 
surplus  of  revenue  which  may  hereafter  exist, 
after  satisfying  all  legal  appropriations,  to  the  posi- 
tive discharge  in  the  first  place  of  the  redeemable 
Debt;  and  in  the  next  place,  to  the  increase  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
the  residue.  Now,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  doubt, 
'but  that  the  Legislature  will,  at  every  future  pe- 
riod, upon  havios;  once  established  a  plan  for  the 
redaction  of  the  Debt,  abide  by  the  same,  till  the 
object  is  accomplished;  and  all  the  revenues,  once 
solemnly  pledged  for  this  purpose,  will  be  faith- 
fully applied.  If  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  of 
this,  it  IS  very  unimportant  whether  there  is  a 
greater  or  lesser  surplus  yearly,  provided  only 
that  there  should  not  be  so  little  as  to  deruige  the 
proposed  plan ;  and  that  does  not  seem  to  be1«u«d 
by  either  side;  and  the  greater  the  yearly  surplus, 
so  much  the  more  will  the  final  redemption  be 
accelerated.  As  to  the  idea  that  we  may  appro- 
priate as  much  of  the  present  revenues  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  the  redemption  of  the 
six  per  cent,  stock,  as  is  directed  by  law,  and  at 
the  end  of  two  years,  if  these  taxes  prove  them- 
selves good  ones,  the  House  will  then,  no  doubt, 
continue  them ;  and  it  is  a  kind  of  charge  on  the 
virtue  of  that  House  to  suppose  tiiey  will  not. 
But,  in  answer  to  this,  the  reduction  of  the  Na- 
tional Debt  is  a  great  object,  and  if  ever  it  is 
accomplished,  it  must  be  the  result  of  a  plan. 
Now  tne  argument  for  beginning  this  work  with- 
out a  idan  contemplating  a  permanent  revenue, 
would  be  just  as  strong  two  years  hence  that  we 
should  go  on  so,  as  it  is  now,  that  we  should  be- 
gin without  it ;  and  so  ixi,  from  one  period  of  two 
years  to  another,  till  the  whole  was  completed. 
Would  any  man,  or  set  of  men,  in  their  senses, 
nudertake  such  a  miehty  task  t  If  such  could  be 
found,  they  would,  I  believe,  be  certainly  defeated, 
and  the  object  would  never  be  accomplished ; 
therefore,  as  t  am  in  earnest  about  the  redemp- 
tion, I  am  for  a  plan  the  best  and  most  stable  that 
the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit.  And  Icannot 
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hesitate  in  approving,  for  the  ^esent,  (rf  the  ou 
proposed,  as  It  is  provided  in  the  resolatiw,  tint 
if  other  taxes  are  iHibstitaled,  the  lavsent  maj  u 
any  time  be  abolished.  This  I  think  should  Eatis^ 
gentlemen  who  wish  to  substitute  other  asd  di- 
rect taxes  in  the  room  of  those.  But  I  leallf  ht- 
lieve  the  mode  of  collecting  money  from  the  peo- 
ple by  impost  duties  and  excises,  provided  utf 
are  well  regulated,  are  preferable  to  any  direet 
tax,  and  the  people  pay  them  with  greateriscility. 
To  illustrate  this  fact,  only  suppose  that  the  wholt 
amount  of  our  present  revenue  was  laid  od  nil 
property,  or  by  direct  tax,  would  it  be  possible  ilni 
the  peofue  could  long  bear  up  under  such  an  enat- 
mous  burden  7  I  reaDy  believe  not.  Whereas,  ^e; 
now  pay  it  almost  insensibly ;  and  I  really  belien 
it  in  a  great  measure  brings  its  own  ability  to  ftj, 
by  stimulating  every  part  of  the  comnumitTio 
industry  and  exertion.  I  would  just  observe,  u 
idea  not  so  well  expressed,  which  I  have  toucW 
on  before,  viz :  that,  in  Uie  first  place,  positive  pro- 
vision is  hereby  prc^Msed  to  be  made  for  the  r- 
demption,  yearly,  of  so  much  as  the  law  adiniit.  i 
exclusive  and  previous  to  any  other  approi»ittiaB)  ' 
which  may  have  any  claim  on  this  mod. 

Again,  as  to  the  necessity  of  experience  wiib 
respect  to  these  taxes:  If  we  mean  aeriooflyfi 
undertake  the  redemption  of  the  Debt,  what  ei- 
perience  do  we  wish  to  obtain  1  Two  years  vill 
furnish  little,  and  that  not  so  fair  an  experuneDt  u 
a  longer  trial  on  an  established  plan ;  aod  if  vt 
should  not  like  this  very  well  at  the  end  of  Em 
years,  what  then  t  Try  another.  Would  not  ihu 
also  need  two  years  for  an  experiment?  Asdu 
on,  till  our  whole  plan  would  tumble  into  niiii,uil 
as  a  nation  we  should  suffer  disgrace.  For  the  bet 
is,  having  b^un,  we  must  not  look  back;  ud  this 
or  some  other  tax  must  be  continued  till  the  whole 
Debt  is  eztingoished;  and  I  really  believe,  if  v( 
adhere  to  thepresent  plan,  the  system  will,  in  timc^ 
reconcile  ttseu  to  the  people,  and  our  Debtwillbe 
paid  in  a  manner  by  which  none  will  be  dis- 
tressed, and  within  a  time  that  many  of  us  mtf 
reasonably  hope  to  be  the  living  witnesses  oC 

Thus  have  I  given  the  reason  which  shall  goren 
my  votes  on  this  occasion  as  concisely  as  it  >t 
in  my  power ;  and  1  believe  I  should  notevennci* 
have  trespassed  so  loog  on  the  patience  of  tbt 
Committee,  only  I  am  most  sincerely  and  ardefi^T 
dis^posed  to  promote,  by  every  mite  of  mine,  tht 
object  proposed;  and  the  more  especially  sou  | 
believe  it  will  be  the  last  Ctmgrcas  in  which  I 
shall  ever  have  the  opportunity  of  giving  my  so* 
timents  oa  the  questum.  I  sulmut  them  to  the. 
Committee ;  they  will  give  them  the  veipit 
vriiich  they  merit  and  no  more. 

Mr.S.SHiTH.— I  agree  with  the  gcntlemaofn* 
South  Carolioa,  [Mr.  W.  SmithT)  that  the  tub- 
ject  before  yon  is  of  no  great  importance— no  h*  j 

than  the  continuing  of  a  system  oy  I 

to  establish  excises  on  the  growing  mananetuv  i 

of  the  Union.   It  is  not  the  two  cents  per  pow  | 

on  sugar,  nor  the  eight  cents  on  snufi^  but  the  po*  | 

ciple  we  combat.  We  are  told  those  arp  Inxnn«-  j 

The  same  insidious  policy  was  pursued  by  GnM  \ 
Britain.  It  wu  not  the  trifling  d^  on  te«i  (* 
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Itixury,)  but  the  priuciple  of  taxation  that  united 
America  successfully  to  oppose  her. 

The  same  gentleman  has  said,  why  should  not 
refined  sugar  pay  duty,  when  salt,  cofiee,  &c., 
pay  ?  This  kind  of  argument  is  seldom  used  by 
that  gentleman :  it  is  merely  ad  captandum  md- 

C,  for  be  well  knows  that  every  pound  o(  re- 
d  sugar  that  is  consumed  has  already  paid  a 
duty  of  at  least  three  cents  per  pound  on  the  raw 
material. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Sbdg- 
viok]  has  said,  that  we  must  either  continue 
those  tax.e;p  or  lay  a  direct  tax.  This  argument  is 
meant  merely  to  deceive,  for  he  cannot  believe 
the  continuing  those  taxes  necessary  to  the  object 
ID  question.  He  must  know  that  the  revenues 
independent  of  those  taxes  are  fully  adequate. 
Nay.  sir,  so  certain  am  I  on  this  subject,  that  I 
would  vote  against  any  motion  for  a  land  tax ;  it 
being  in  my  opinion  wholly  unnecessary. 

The  gentleman  says,  that  the  mistakes  in  all 
the  statements  made  by  the  members  of  this 
House  have  been  palpable,  and  that  he  wS^  rest 
his  confidence  implicitly  on  the  Report  of  the  late 
Secretary.  We  are  not  accountable  for  the  mis- 
takes of  others.  They  were  indeed  palpable.  The 
Secretary  has  proved  some  of  ours.  I  stated  the 
rervenue  which  would  arise  from  additional  duties 
at  $750,000.  The  Secretary  sars  that  they  will 
be  $769,000,  but  he  deducts  thereirom  ten  per  cent, 
for  drawbacks  and  exjKUses.  There  he  is  wrong. 
The  drawbacks,  &c.,  in  1793.  (the  year  he  calcu- 
lates on,)  were  but  six  per  cenL  And  the  addi- 
tional duties  being  principally  on  dry  goods,  of 
which  a  trifle  is  exportea,  he  ought  not  to  have 
charged  more  than  two  per  cent,  for  drawbacks 
and  expenses,  which  would  have  confirmed  my 
statement  of  $750,000.  Having  observed  this  mis- 
take, I  was  led  to  examine  more  minutely,  and  I 
thotiglit  1  could  discover  other  errors.  For  in- 
stance.  in  the  result  marked  F,  for  1793,  the  draw- 
back IB  estimated  at  $1,600,000,  when  already 
there  had  been  charged  thereon  $279,000.  This 
is  $500,000  more  than  heretofore  calculated  on, 
and  that  much  more  than  will  probably  arise  on 
that  year.  The  Civil  List  is  charged  with  $1 17,000 
more  than  any  year  has  actually  cost ;  the  Mili- 
tary at  $99,000  more  than  it  cost  in  1793,  and 
no  person  can  suppose  that  our  Military  expenses 
will  increase.  Nay,  some  contemplate  a  reduc- 
tion. 

My  habits  have  been  to  examine,  and  I  am  cer- 
tain that  the  late  Secretary  (for  whose  abilities  as 
well  as  personal  character  I  have  the  greatest  re- 
spect) wtlt  pardon  my  having  pointed  out  what  I 
conceive  to  be  errors.  Those  sums,  together  with 
$65,000  over-charged  for  drawbaclu  on  additional 
dabes,  will  make  $781,000.  Deduct  therefrom 
$380,000  supposed  to  be  raised  by  the  new  duties, 
and  there  will  remain  $401,000  for  contingencies, 
and  for  purchase  of  the  Debt.  I  have  not  taken 
into  calculation  the  surplus  made  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  $142,000,  in  his  result  F,  because  I  do  be- 
lieve that  nearly  the  whole  of  that  will  be  lost  iu 
the  estimate  of  $400,000  expected  from  the  ex- 
cise on  domestic  distilled  spints.  My  ealeulatiou 
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makes  that  item  (which  has  always  been  esti-* 
mated  at  $400,000)  to  yield  less  than  $300,000  to 
the  Treasury. 

I  shall  not  pretend  to  follow  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  through  that  vein  of  ridicule 
that  he  has  thrown  on  the  memorialists.  They 
are  citizens,  had  a  right  to  petition,  and  deserve 
to  be  treated  with  decency — they  neither  want 
his  pity  nor  that  of  the  House — ^they  ask  a  redress 
of  grievances.  He  has  said  we  want  experience 
on  those  laws,  but  we  may  test  them  by  the  ex- 
isting excise.  It  was  by  it  I  meant  to  test  the  new 
excises,  but  the  report  demanded  thereon  has  not 
yet  been  made,  and  I  must  risk  my  calculation, 
which  I  firmly  believe  in  myself. 
In  17^  the  nett  amount  of  duties  of  excise  paid  to 
the  Treasury,  all  expenses  of  collection  deduct- 
ed, was   $383,209 

Deduct  drawbacks  paid  by  the 
Collect(H's  of  Customs  onex- 

Wjortation    -      -      .      -  $136,<^ 
ith  $75  for  molasses  -  - 

  109,143 


$874,088 

Leaving  an  actual  nett  revenue  of  $274,066  for 
the  year  1792. 

The  returns  for  1793  are  not  complete,  but  add 
to  those  made,  a  like  sum  for  each  of  the  States 
that  have  not  returned  their  accounts  to  those  for 
1792.  and  you  will  find  that  you  lose  between  the 

Sears  1792  and  1793,  nearly  one  htmdred  thousand 
ollars — a  prodigious  decrease  for  one  year.  Should 
that  excise  coutmue  thus  to  decrease,  you  must 
find  Amds  to  pay  the  officers  firom  some  other  re- 
venue. 

In  the  year  1792,  the  spirit  from  molasses  pro- 
duced $174,152:  from  grain  and  fruit,  $72,170. 
To  collect  that  mim  molasses  requires  not  more 
than  twenty  persons.  To  collect  the  residue, 
about  two  hundred  and  thirty  c^ers.  Supposing 
other  States  have  officers  equal  to  the  nninber  in 
Maryland,  where  twenty-five  are  emidoyed  to  cci- 
lect  a  nett  revenue  of  $15,591.  Whj,  sir,  if  the 
whole  was  divided  among  the  officers,  it  would  not 
be  too  much  for  their  services.  Thus  have  you, 
at  least,  two  hundred  and  thirty  officers  spread  over 
the  whole  face  of  America,  to  pay  the  immense 
sum  of  seventy -two  thousand  dollars  per  annum 
to  the  Treasury.  The  State  of  Virgmia  paid  of 
□ett  revenue,  in  1792,  from  the  excise,  $15,186; 
the  cost  of  collection  is  chareed  at  $5,258— so  that 
twenty  shillings  collected  from  the  people  pays 
but  fifteen  shillings  to  the  Treasury,  and  yet  the 
officers  are  not  half  paid.  Those  of  Maryland  must 
resign,  unless  their  pay  is  increased,  for,  on  an 
average,  they  receive  but  about  seventy-five  dol- 
lars per  annum.  I  agree  with  the  gentleman  that 
the  people  pay  taxes  by  excise  more  pleasantly 
than  by  direct  taxation.  But,  sir,  I  believe  the 
temper  of  our  people  is  not  prepared  for  a  general 
excise  system;  that  excises  cannot  be  collected 
without  an  host  of  officers,  who,  being  paid  as 
they  ought  to  be,  would  swallow  up  the  revenue. 
Whence  arises  this  decrease  ?  From  the  gndual 
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corruption  of  the  morals  of  thte  people,  oooBsioned 
by  the  excise  system. 

One  other  observation:  I  do  not  think  with 
thoee  who  would  throw  three  miUions  dollars 
into  market  annually  for  the  purchase  of  the  Debt. 
If  you  do.  you  will  raise  the  price  so  that  your 
three  HLiliions  would  not  purcluse  more  tjuu  two 
millions  four  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

A  sum  of  from  five  hundred  thousand  to  (me 
■liltiim  aiinuaUv,will  not  affect  the  market  so  ma- 
tviaUy,  and  will,  perhaps,  be  purchased  nearly  at 
par ;  and  that  sum  will  be  paid  from  your  exist- 
ing revenues  without  the  aid  of  the  taxes  in  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  observed,  that  the  real  ground  of 
controversy  was  within  such  narrow  limits,  that, 
if  foreign  matter  had  not  been  introduced,  he  had 
aot  d^gned  to  detain  the  Committee  with  his 
observations.  The  question  was  only,  whether 
those  revenue  lawswhich  were,  by  their  own  limit- 
atiouj  to  continue  for  two  years  longer,  should 
now  oe  extended  to  six  years. 

After  the  wide  field  of  argument  that  had  been 
taken,  he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
outtee  back  to  the  single  ground  of  eontroversy ; 
be  thought  the  best  way  to  do  this,  was  to  xtate  a 
ooncise  nanratire  of  the  {Hvgress  of  excises  under 
this  Government. 

In  the  year  1790,  a  law  was  enacted  for  levying 
an  excise  on  distilled  spirits  and  stills.  At  that 
time  we  had  very  little  practical  knowledge  of  ex- 
cises ;  ia  most  States  they  were  only  known  by  the 
odium  of  the  name ;  in  some  others  they  were  only 
known  by  being  defeated.  In  the  Snrmg  of  1791, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to  re- 
port early  to  the  next  session  the  progress  of  the 
excise  law ;  the  next  session  passed  without  this 
information  being  given:  the  direction  was  re- 
newed, and  a  day  named  on  which  the  report 
should  be  made.  This  produced  the  report  of  the 
first  day  of  January  in  the  last  sessiooj  whicb 
poved  that  the  excise  law  was  very  partially  ex- 
ecuted, notwithstanding  the  Eunendments  which 
had  been  made  to  that  law,  and  the  suggestions 
that  it  was  in  full  operation.  From  this  report  it 
was  evident  that  the  revenue  fell  much  below  the 
estimated  amount,  notwithstanding  that  the  ex- 
pense of  coltection  was  increased  almost  every 
session,  and  that,  in  some  districts,  the  revenue  did 
not  pay  that  expeose. 

While  such  a  view  of  this  excise  was  before  the 
House,  the  present  revenue  Loans  were  introduced, 
and  supported  by  arguments  drawn  from  theory 
or  the  aperieuce  of  countries  otherwise  circum- 
stanced than  we  were.  Being  opposed  by  a  pret- 
ty large  minority,  and  the  estimates  of  their  pro- 
duce not  being  supported  by  any  sufficient  data,  a 
limitation  of  their  duration  was  agreed  to  unani- 
mously. 

One  gentleman,  indeed.  [Mr.  Tracy,]  says  that 
he,  at  that  time,  disapproved  of  the  limitation, 
though  he  voted  for  it}  and,  from  this  circum- 
stance, he  justifies  his  right  of  voting  against  it 
now.  This  manner  of  arguing  affords  a  much 
stronger  proof  of  tliat  gentleman's  ingenuity  than 
of  his  candqr.   He  complains  that  voting  ior  the 


im 
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limitation  procured  no  votes  in  favor  of  these  hn. 
This,  at  least,  proves  that  the  limitatioD  wu  tkt 
only  thing  in  which  the  House  wo'e  unanimom, 
and,  consequently,  that  this  being  the  most  respetv 
able  Dart  of  those  laws,  ought  to  be  beU  buN 
sacred. 

Thesameffeatleman,m  hislastdbconr&e,thoii^ 
{Koper  to  sdeet  Pemisylrania  as  the  peeoliu  ob- 
ject of  his  censure,  and  to  make  severe  .anuul- 
versions  on  the  conduct  of  her  merchants  ni 
manufacturers.  Had  he  confined  his  censare  to 
.the  part  of  this  State,  where  a  criminal  oppui- 
tion  to  the  excise  law  actually  happened,  and  hai 
this  been  a  Court  of  Censors,  autborizeo  to  mtke 
a  scrutiny  into  the  character  of  particular  Stales, 
and  hold  them  up  to  public  contempt,  p^rhaja  I 
might  have  acknowledged  the  justice  of  nis  stric- 
tures with  respect  to  some' of  my  immediate  con- 
stituents j  but  would  still  have  gloried  in  being  • 
citizen  of  Pennsylvania.  Nor  do  I  think  mywf 
dishonoited  by  the  unfortunate  misconduct  of  some 
nearer  where  I  reside.  When  a  comparative  aset 
tmy  is  made  the  character  of  the  merehaMi 
and  manufacturers  of  other  commercial  and  mi- 
nu&cturing  States,  I  am  confident,  with  the 
oeptions  I  mentioned,  that  Pennsylvania  will  not 
shrink  from  the  trial,  nor  blush  at  the  result ;  boi, 
as  this  House  is  no  Council  of  Censors  nor  Cowl 
of  Judicature,  everything  of  this  kind  is  diaordo- 
ly  and  impolitic. 

Mr.  F.  observed,  that  a  gentleman,  yesterdaf, 
[Mr.  Sedgwick,]  had  done  him  the  honor  to  make 
some  remarks  on  what  he  had  formuly  aid « 
this  subject,  respecting  the  faith  of  the  Goren 
ment.  He  supposed  he  had  not  then  expressed 
himself  with  sufficient  accuracy,  but  wouu  now 
explain  his  meaning.  He  did  not  mean  that  tlw 
faith  of  Government  was  so  ]^edged  as  that  it 
must  be  suffered  to  expire  at  the  time  to  which  it 
stands  limited,  or,  that  it  could  not  be  extended 
with  pn^ietv,  as  soon  as  experience  of  thete* 
venue  it  woula  produce^  and  its  ^StetB  on  the  M- 
nufaeturers,  would  justify  the  measure.  He  salf 
contended,  that  a  limitation  thus  unanimool; 
agreed  to,  should  not  be  extended  until  we  wot 
possessed  of  the  practical  information  intended  u 
be  obtained.  He  said,  this  was  reasonably  expect- 
ed by  those  who  doubted  of  the  propriety  of  the 
law,  and  by  the  manufacturers  who  were  afiecl^ 
by  it;  and  no  man  had  pretended  to  say  that  (his 
information  was  yet  obtained. 

He  said  that  the  manufiacturers  were  so  coi^ 
dent  in  this  expectation,  that  thoucrh,  throng  tlx 
impropriety  of  the  ^w,  some  of  me  manuTacta- 
rers  had  their  business  totally  stomied;  they  had 
made  no  com|Jaint,  until  weobtign  them  ucouk 
forward  by  attempting  to  extend  the  limitaticn. 
and  coostruing  theur  silenoe  into  an^roba^ioB. 
He  said  he  had  the  honor  to  be  one  of  a  coln^u^ 
tee  of  seven,  to  examine  and  report  on  the  memo- 
rials of  the  manufacturers.  It  app«red  to  thit 
committee,  on  the  most  exact  scrutiny,  that  ibe 
manufacturers  could  not  hitherto  add  the  tax  to 
the  price,  and  that  the  revenues  fell  much  below 
the  estimate ;  but  the  laws  having  been  but  a  fev 
months  in  operation,  they  thoi^hi  it  possible^  that 
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these  oirconutances  might  be  owing  to  temporary 
uid  incidental  causes,  and  therefore,  thouga  they 
roted  against  the  repeal  of  these  laws,  yet  they 
reported,  with  only  one  dissenting  Toiee,  against 
extending  the  limitation. 

The  importance  of  rendering  the  revenue  per- 
manent on  which  the  discharge  of  the  Public  Debt 
is  to  dependL  affords  the  only  good  argument  that 
has  been  offered  for  eztendinf  the  litmtation,  and 
this  circumstance  has  considerable  wei^t-;  but, 
as  it  is  not  proposed  to  lessen  the  revenue,  it  will 
still  be  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  extend  those 
revenues,  and  add  others  of  the  same  kind,  if  ex- 
perience justifies  the  measure,  and  if  those  taxes 
are  judged  improper,  there  are  other  resource 
However,  it  is  not  neceffiary  to  appropriate  this 
revenue  to  the  discharge  of  toe  Debt ;  much  more 
revenue  than  these  sources  will  produce  are  ne- 
eessary  for  the  support  t»f  the  Army  and  other 
temporary  parposea. 

Tne  gentlemen  in  support  of  the  measure,  with 
great  ecmfidence,  assert  the  deeirion  of  this  mea- 
sure to  be  a  criterion  a  disposition  to  discharge 
the  Public  Delrt ;  but  this  assertion  is  neither  can- 
did noi  well  founded.  The  amount  of  revenue  is 
too  small,  and  the  principle  too  exceptionable,  to  be 
made  such  a  test.  If  it  is  a  test  of  anything,  it  is 
of  the  jealousy  we  entertain  of  the  future  Legis- 
lature.. Such  a  jealousy,  though  pretty  evident, 
he  thought,  was  unfounded.  He  believed  that 
those  who  came  after  us,  would  possess  as  much 
virtue  and  discernment  as  we  did,  and  would  be 
■s  much  interested  in  providing  for  an  honest  dis- 
charge of  the  Debt. 

We  have  been  frequently  called  on  to  bring  for- 
ward direct  texesor  other  sahititittes,  and  were' 
«huged  with  roting  against  direct  taxes  last  ses- 
sion.  There  is  no  need  for  other  taxes  tmtil  the 
limitation  is  nearer  its  expiration ;  nor  ought  this 
to  be  called  for  unless  we  were  proposing  a  repeal 
of  some  of  the  existing  taxes,  as  they  ste  fully  nif- 
ficient  for  the  object  proposeii. 

Mr.  F.  said  that,  as  direct  taxes  had  been  often 
mentioned  in  such  a  manner  as  to  suggest  a  sas- 
mcion  that  he  did  not  serionslv  wish  them  to  be 
brought  forward  at  any  time,  ne  begged  leave  to 
explain  himself  on  that  subject  more  fully.  He 
said  that,  last  session,  he  had  the  honor  of  making 
the  motion  for  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  it  was  his  wish  that  that  committee  would 
have  proposed  a  direct  tax  of  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars, to  be  apportioned  among  the  different  States, 
agreeaUy  to  the  C(»utitutton,  and  appro^iated 
for  a  limited  time  to  ihe  redenqttiiMi  of  the  Public 
Debt.  He  expected  that  each  State  would  levy 
it  in  its  own  way. 

He  said  that,  however  much  he  was  against  an 
excise  system  of  taxation,  because  of  its  partial 
operation  and  corrupting  effects ;  yet,  on  reflect- 
ing that  even  a  direct  tax  could  not  be  apportioned 
with  perfect  eqaality  on  all  the  States,  and  that 
it  would  generally  happen,  that  where  the  indi- 
rect taxes  (Hressed  lightest,  the  direct  taxes  would 
press  most  heavily,  he  thoi^bt  it  would  be  best 
now,  when  the  country  was  able  to  bear  it,  to  put 
both  kinds  into  openibiOB,and  this  aught  be  aided 
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with  further  duties  on  such  mannfiietures  as  could 
bear  it,  and  equally  enjoved  the  benefit  off  ruteot- 
ii^  duties  with  those  already  taxed.  He  lu^ed 
that,  when  the  next  Congress  met,  such  a  pian 
tantion  wtmld  be  adopted ;  doing  this,  wonU  be 
an  uneqatTocal  test  of  a  diqMsiBon  to  proiaota 
a  speedy  and  honest  dischaq^  of  the  PaUie 
Debt. 

The  tax  negatived  last  session,  was  not  such  a 
direct  one  as  he  contemplated,  nor  of  su£ftcient 
amount  to  be  worth  the  expense  of  levying ;  nor 
was  it  needed  for  the  object  proposed.  It  was  but 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  to  be  levied 
exclusively  on  land.  The  direct  tax,  he  contem- 
plated, was  a  tax  on  all  visiUe  property  that  could 
be  conveniently  rated,  and  he  eonceived  that  two 
millions  of  dollars  would  be  but  a  moderate  tax 
on  the  United  States. 

He  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  take  much  no^ 
tice  of  the  ailments  offered  respecting  the  qua- 
lity of  the  taxes,  as  we  were  neither  alwat  to  ori- 
ginate nor  repeal  them,  but  thought  many  of  these 
arguments  more  plausible  than  solid.  Hemstaneed 
a  gentleman's  [Mr.  Shitb,  of  South  Carolina] 
cconparison  of  the  impost  on  coffee,  with  the  ex- 
cise oa  loaf  sugar.  If  the  gentleman  had  refleot^' 
ed,  that  coarse  sugar  paid  im  impost  before  it  was 
refined,  as  well  as  conee,  he  would  have  been  con- 
vinced that  the  comparison  was  fiillacious.  To 
make  them  correspond,  there  ought  to  be  an  ex- 
cise on  coffee  when  it  is  boiled,  or,  rather,  on  the 
grinding  of  it,  as  in  England. 

The  same  sentlentan  expressed  himself  sur> 
prised  at  the  objections  to  me  swearing  required 
m  the  excise  laws,  and  said  an  honest  man  who 
was  willing  to  do  his  duty,  could  have  no  objeo- 
tion  to  swearing.  Mr.  F*  said,  that  this  case  was 
strongly  misstated.  The  hpnest  man  was  net 
afraid  of  his  own  swearing  falsely,  hut  he  was 
afraid  that  his  honesty  would  ruin  his  buauesK 
because  the  man  that  did  not  fear  an  oath  would 
undersell  him.  This  was  an  evil  which  the  most 
judicious  advocates  of  excises  acknowledged  to  be 
mseparabte  from  them.  The  experience  of  every 
country,  where  an  excise  system  prevails,  has  pro- 
duced lamentable  instances  of  the  d^ravity  of 
those  that  were  immediately  connected  with  the 
excises.  He  regretted  that,  already,  instances  of 
such  depravity  could  be  found  in  our  own  co«n- 
try.  But  the  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  [Mr. 
S.  Shitb,]  had  spoken  so  well  on  this  subject, 
and  on  the  sentiments  of  the  people  respecting  ex- 
cise^ that  it  was  not  necessary  fbt  him  to  add 
moeh  on  tkat  sntjeeL  One  putieular,  however, 
he  would  mention.  It  was  in  proof  before  a  com- 
mittee of  which  he  was  a  member,  that,  notwith- 
standing the  protecting  duties,  all  the  rum  distil- 
leries in  this  city  and  Baltimore,  had  girm  np  the 
business  hot  one  in  each  of  these  towns,  thoagh, 
before  the  excise  law,  these  distilleries  had  been 
worth  from  a  thousand  to  twelve  hundred  pounds 
annually  to  the  owners.  They  now  either  He  idlsj 
or  are  turned  into  tweweries.  He  did  not  know 
how  it  was  in  other  towns,  nor  whether  the  two 
distillers  that  continued  at  the  business  in  this 
city  aad  Baltimore,  were  honest  mm  or  not  j  bat 
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he  thought  the  circamstance  was  alanning,  and 
,  ought  to  be  inquired  into. 

The  same  gentleman  spoke  much  about  the 
riety  of  taxing  luxuries,  as  they  were  only 
by  the  wealthy.  He  said  he  never  had  heard 
an  exact  defloition  of  luxuries.  In  ffeneral,  they 
were  socb  things  as  contributed  to  the  happiness 
of  individuals,  at  least  in  their  own  esteem,  and 
which  they  could  exist  without  the  u&e  of;  but  to 
take  them  by  th»  rnle^  they  would  be  exceedingly 
numerous,  and  as  various  as  the  different  tastes, 
passions,  and  circumstances  of  mankind.  With 
respect  ta  loaf  sugar,  it  was  in  pretty  general  use; 
ana  as  to  snuff,  he  never  knew  the  consumption 
of  it  to  be  confined  to  the  wealthy.  He  thought  a 
view  of  this  House  gave  a  proof  that  it  was  not, 
but  few  of  the  memwrs  used  it ;  it  was  more  com- 
monly used  by  the  poor,  the  disconsolate  and  un- 
hapi^y,  who  had  recourse  to  it  as  a  stimulus  to  as- 
sist m  supporting  them  under  melancholy.  He 
said,  there  was  another  kind  of  property]  which, 
if  not  luxury,  yet,  could  well  bear  a  tax— he  meant 
great  landed  estates.  Many  might  be  found  with 
extensive  manors  of  land,  numerous  stocks  of  cat- 
tle, and  abundance  of  all  the  most  permanent  kinds 
of  wealth,  who  did  not  pay  as  much  of  impost  or 
excise  as  the  day  laborer^  or  the  men  who  oad  to 
rent  a  farm  to  raise  his  family  on. 

Mr.  Giles  hoped  that  some  of  the  taxes  would 
be  continued.  His  opinion  had  uniformly  been, 
that  the  taxes,  altogether,  were  insufficient  for  any 
formidable  operation  on  the  Nation^  Debt.  The 
surplus  of  revenue,  by  the  ^most  favorable  state- 
ment, was  not  supposed  to  be  more  than  three 
hundred  thou^nd  dollars  per  annum.  He  did  not 
think  the  excise  system  the  best  for  making  an 
impression  on  the  Debt.  He  wished  for  an  ^poi^ 
tioummt  among  the  States.  As  to  the  resolution 
before  the  House,  he  approved  some  of  the  tax- 
es, and  others  he  disapproved.  He  therefore  wished 
thie  resolution  could  be  divided,  that  he  might  not 
be  obliged  to  vote  for  or  against  five  taxes  all  at 
once.  He  hoped  that  a  plan  for  apportioning  taxes 
to  discharge  the  Debt  would,  before  the  rise  of  the 
session,  be  laid  on  the  table.  If  it  was  not  done  by 
somebody  else,  he  would  do  it  himself  He  bad 
strong  objections  to  several  of  these  taxes,  to  which 
he  would  five  his  consent,  rather  than  that  no> 
thing  should  be  done.  He  wished  that  iiome  bet- 
ter proposition  could  be  brought. forward  than  a 
few  petty  excises.  Such  a  thing  might  be  laid  on 
-the  table,  and,  between  this  and  the  next  session, 
they  could  sound  their  constituents  upon  it.  He 
wiwed  for  some  modification  in  the  motion  of  Mr. 
8.  Shitb. 

Mr.  KiTTBRA  was  for  a  division  immediately. 

Mr.  Dayton,  Mr.  Paob,  Mr.  FiTzaiHOMSiMr. 
BIadisom,  and  Mr.  Hartlet,  also  spoke. 

The  last  gentleman  feared  that  he  would  never 
see  an  end  of  such  a  discussion. 

The  question  for  striking  oat  the  resolution  was 
pat — Ayes  only  21. 

The  motion  being  thus  tost : 

Mr.  Giles  said  tAat,  at  the  risk  of  popular  odi- 
am,  he  would  move  to  strikeout  the  tax  upon  car- 
■liages.  He  knew  this  to  be  the  most  p(^pular  of 
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the  taxes,  but  he  believed  it  to  be  against  tli,e  Con- 
stitution. It  was  not  a  voluntary,  but  a  compulsnr 
tax.  To  lay  a  tax  tm  a  thing  already  in  a  nuoH 
possession,  was  a  direct  tax;  and,  thoogb  s  yoft 
lar  one,  the  fear  of  giving  ofienee  would  not  delti 
him  from  doing  what  he  believed  to  be  bis  iacf. 
A  eentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  W-Skiti] 
had  treated  objections  of  this  kind  lighdysui 
had  said,  that  the  Constitution  could  be  corrKied. 
He  thought  this  a  very  unguarded  mode  of  u- 
pression.  We  have  all  sworn  to  support  the  Cos- 
stitutton;  and,  if  it  must  be  altered,  we  knowrerj 
well  that  this  House  has  not  authority  for  llw 
purpose.  There  must  be  au  authority  of  a  difier 
ent  Kind.  As  to  the  tax  now  before  the  House,*! 
firmly  were  several  gentlemen  persuaded  of  iti 
illegality,  that  they  had  determined  to  make  u 
opposition  to  it — not  as  in  Pennsylvaoia,  by  u 
insurrection — but  bya  trial  before  a  Court  d'Ui. 

Mr.  BocDiHOT  c(H»idered  the  objeciions  of  Mr. 
Giles  as  totally  groundless.  You  niigbt  ss  wdl 
say  that  the  tonnage  of  a  ship  is  a  direct  ax,  fit 
the  ship  and  the  carriage  have  both,  perhanbea 
in  possesion  of  their  re^wctive  owners,  bdbie  tht 
existence  of  the  tax.  IThe  had  imagined  the  tu 
to  be  unconstitutional,  he  would  certamly  Inn 
opposed  it  with  ail  hia.  might  He  eonsidendil 
as  a  popular  tax. 

Mr.  HiLLHODSB  recommended  brerUyindde 
spatch. 

Mr.  Beatty  wondered  at  hearing  his  colieagw 
say,  that  the  carriage  tax  was  popuUr,  siace  itms 

Juite  otherwise  among  their  constitaenls  is  Net 
ersey. 

Mr.  BouniNOT  explained. — That  part  of  the  tu 
which  regarded  carnages  of  pleasure  was  popolu; 
but  the  coUectorof  the  tax  in  NewJertty,ta> 
construction  which  nev^  came  into  Ae  betiof 
anybody  except  himself,  a|q|died  the  law  to  the 
wagcma  of  &rni«rs  going  to  market  This  part  nf 
the  tax  was  very  unpopular,  and  justly  so,  Ui  tk 
other  part  was  agreeable. 

On  dividing,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gu^  in>  ^ 
gatived — Ayes  29,  noes  55. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Seoqwick,  foittA' 
ing  out  another  part  of  the  resolution.  Themeaa- 
ing  was  not  to  limit  the  appropriation  of  thejm)- 
duce  of  these  taxes  to  the  discharge  of  the  Debt 
exclusively.  He  bad  been  appointed  on  a  cont- 
mittee,  when  the  galleries  were  shut;  and  it  was 
the  business  of  the  House  to  provide  monef  fix 
the  humane  and  national  purposes  referied  to- 
That  money  must  be  had.  He  did  not  think  bia- 
self  at  Ubertr  to  speak  more  plainly,  but  the  How 
knew  that  this  was  an  indispensaue  object. 

Mr.  FiTZSiHONs  said  timt,  if  the  gcntloBii 
meant  any  other  purjpose  than  what  had  beeai'' 
along  professed,  for  the  application  of  the  molten, 
he  wisned  him  to  speak  out. 

The  Committee  a^^eed  to  all  the  zes(dotio»v 
reported,  and  then  rose,  and  the  House  agreed  > 
the  resolutioDs,  which  are  as  follows : 

1.  Saolvedy  That  there  be  appn^wiated,  oat  «f  ^ 
rerennes  of  the  year  one  thotwand  sewn  fanadnd  w 
iun«ty-fiTe,a  sum,  not  exoeediitg  six  hundred 
dodlws,  to  be  ap^iad  to  the  p^ment  ^  twodofltt**" 
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every  hundred  doUaTB  (tf  tlie  aDWiuit  of  Aat  part  of  the 
Pnblie  Debt,  which  bean  an  actual  intereat  of  rix  per 

cent.;  the  said  payment  to  be  made  on  Hba  day  of 

 next. 

2.  Reaoltedy  That  the  several  claosea  of  limitation  in 
the  acts  for  laying  duties  and  taxes  on  manu&ctured 
sugar  and  snaff;  on  licenses  for  retailing  wines  and 
spirituous  liquors ;  on  salaa  at  auction  ;  and  on  car- 
riages, be  repealed ;  that  the  said  several  acta  be  con- 
tinued in  force  until  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  one ;  and  that  the  monc^a  arinng  therefrom  I 
be  qipn^ntated  to  the  diicharge  of  that  por&m  of  the 
PnbUc  IMit  wfaldi  ia  redeemable  law,  ndijec^  how- 
ever, to  a  mhatitiition  <tf  odier  dnliea  or  tazea  of  equal 
▼aloe,  to  all  or  any  of  the  said  datiea  and  taxes. 

8.  Retohed,  That  die  eighthaectitmofdieaetoflaat 
•eenon,  laying  and  continuing  certain  duties  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  be  repealed ;  and  that  the  du- 
ration of  the  said  act  be  made  oommensurate  •with  the 
act  for  laying  such  duties,  passed  the  tenth  day  of  Au- 
gust, one  thousand  seven  hnndrsd  and  luiie^,  entitled 
"  An  act  making  further  pnmaitHi  fin*  As  Debt  of  the 
United  States." 

4.  Reaohed,  That  the  suri^us  of  revenue,  which  may 
hereafter  exist,  after  satisfying  all  l^;al  af^nropriations, 
be  annually  impregnated  to  the  puntaase  m  toe  Public 
Debt. 

5.  ftuoieed.  That  provlaon  be  made  for  the  aale  of 
Sie  puUic  lands  in  the  Western  Territoiy. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolutions,  and  that  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Mr.  Ambs,  Mi.  Fitzsihons,  Mr.  Du- 
TALL,  and  Mr.  Nicholas,  do  prepare  and  bring  iu 
the  same. 


Monday,  February  9. 

Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  returned  to  serve  in 
this  House  as  a  member  for  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  in  the  room  of  Alexander  Gillon,  de- 
ceased, appeared,  produced  his  credentials,  was 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

Mr.  GooDBDE,  from  the' committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  sundry  manufac- 
turers of  hemp,  in  the  towns  of  Boston^  Newport, 
uid  FroTidenee,  made  a  report;  which  was  roul, 
and  ordered  to  ue  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolTed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Se- 
nate, entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  within  the  United  States  and,  ^tersome 
time  spent  therein,  the  Comn>!uee  rose  and  re- 
ported several  amendments  thereto ;  which  were 
severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Sedowice,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Message  from  the  President  of 
THE  United  States,  of  the  4th  instant,  enclosing 
a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  relative  to  a 
Loan  for  the  maintenance  of  the  intercourse  of  the 
United  States  with  foretgn  nations,  made  a  re- 
port ;  which  was  read :  WhereupoD, 

Be0olved,  That  adequate  pronsion  be  made  by 
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law  for  reimbursing,  before  the  year  ,  any 

loan  which  may  hereafter  be  made  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  President  op  the  United  States, 
in  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
entitled  "An  act  making  further  provision  for  the 
expenses  attending  the  intercourse  of  the  United 
States  with  foreign  nations ;  and  further  to  coa- 
tinue  in  force  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  providinff. 
the  means  of  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  foreign  nations." 

Resolved,  That,  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in. 
the  foregoing  resolutions,  the  proceeds  of  the  du- 
ties upon  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  persons, 
on  licenses  for  selling  wines  and  foreign  distiUea 
spirituous  liquors  by  retail,  on  snuff  and  refined 
sugar,  and  on  property  sold  at  aUiction,  imposed 
by  acts  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  and 
which  may  be  further  continued  the  present  ses- 
sion, which  are  not  already  appropriated,  be  ap- 
propriated for  the  reimbursement,  before  the  year 

 ,  of  any  loan  which  may  hereafter  be  made 

in  virtue  or  the  act  aforesaid ;  and  that  the  faith 
of  Grovernment  be  pledged  to  make  good  any  de- 
ficiency. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolutions ;  and  that  Mr.  Sedg- 
wick, Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  William 
Smith,  and  Mr.  Gilbs,  do  prepare  and  bring  in 

the  same. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  brine  in  a'bill  to  amend  the  act  passed 
the  8th  day  of  Atev,  17^  entitled  "An  act  mak- 
ing alterations  in  the  Treasury  and  War  Depart- 
ments," in  such  manner  as  to  give  the  Pbesideht 
OF  THE  United  States  the  same  power  of  tem- 
porary appointments  to  the  offices  mentioned  in  the 
eighth  section  of  the  act  aforesaid,  in  case  of  va- 
cancy, as  by  the  same  section  is  given  to  him  in 
the  cases  of  deaUi,  absence  from  the  Seat  of  Go- 
vernment, and  sickness :  Provided.  That  no  ap- 
pointment, made  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  for  a  longer 
term  than  six  months. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed  of  Mr.  Sedo- 
"WiCK,  Mr.  Watts,  and  Mr.  McDowell. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tions, reported  on  the  4th  instant,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
re|K>rt  of  the  committee  respecting  the  settlement 
of  the  accounts  of  the  former  (^vernment,  and 
the  unpaid  balances  due  thereon;  and  the  said 
resolutions  being  amended,  were  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  follows : 

1.  Resolved,  That  further  and  more  adequate 
provision  should  be  made,  by  law,  for  the  recove- 
ry of  debts  due  from  individuals  to  the  United 
States. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Comptroller  of  the  Trea^ 
sury  be  authorized  to  issue  a  notification  to  any 
person  who  has  received  moneys  for  which  he  is 
accountable  to  the  United  Slates,  or  to  the  execu- 
tor or  administrator  of  such  person,  if  he  be  de- 
ceased, requiring  him  to  render  to  the  Auditor  of 
the  Treasury,  in  a  reasonable  time,  not  less  than 

 ,  nor  more  than  months,  all  his  accounts 

and  vouchers  for  the  expenditure  of  the  said  mo* 

1  neys,  comprehending  a  schedtile  of  all  claims  of 
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'Credit,  or,  in  default  thereof,  to  remain  chareed 
with  the  moneys  so  advanced ;  and  suits  shallbe 
•commenced  for  the  same  without  further  notice, 
and  the  party  tiubjected  to  the  costs  and  charges 
of  such  suits,  whether  the  ultimate  decisum  shall 
be  in  their  favor  or  against  them. 

3.  lUtohed,  That  the  Idarshals  of  the  respect- 
ire  Districts  be  authorized  to  serve  the  said  noti- 
fications on  the  parties  therein  named,  by  leaviLg 
co]Hes  thereof  at  their  respective  dwelUogs  or 
usual  places  of  abode;  and  that  the  return  of  the 
notifications  to  the  Comptroller's  Office,  with  the 
Marshal's  certificate  thereon,  that  service  has 
been  made,  be  deemed  legal  evidence  in  the  Dis- 
trict Courts  of  the  proceedings,  and  for  the  reco- 
very of  costs  and  charges. 

4.  Reaolved,  That,  in  cases  where  accounts  shall 
be  rendered  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  within 
the  time  limited  in  the  notifications  to  the  Audi- 
tor, he  shall  immediately  proceed  to  liquidate  the 
credits  to  be  passed  for  the  said  accounts,  and  re- 

eirt  the  same  to  the  Comptroller,  with  a  particu- 
[  list  of  any  claims  for  credit  which  shall  have 
been  disalltrwed  by  him. 

5.  Be$olved,  That  the  Comptroller  pf  the  Trea- 
sury immediately  proceed  to  the  examination  of 
the  credits  allowed  by  the  Auditor,  and,  if  the 
same  be  approved  by  him.  that  he  cause  credit 
therefor  to  be  passed  on  the  public  books. 

6.  Resolved^  That  a  list  of  such  credits  as  shall 
have  been  claimed  and  not  admitted  by  the  Comp- 
troller, be  made  out  and  transmitted  to  the  Mar- 
shal of  the  District  where  the  claimant  resides, 
and  that  a  copy  thereof  be  left  at  the  dwelling  or 
last  usual  place  of  abode  of  such  claimant,  with 
notice  of  the  time  assigned  by  the  Comptroller 
for  the  final  hearing  of  the  account ;  of  which 
proceedings  the  Marshal  to  transmit  an  official  re- 
ttUD  to  the  Comptroller. 

7.  Reaolveix  In  case  of  an  omission  or  neglect 
CD  the  part  oi  the  claimant  to  assign  reasons,  in 
writing,  to  the  Comptroller,  within  the  time  lim- 
ited, why  the  suspended  credits  should  be  admit- 
ted, all  future  claims  therefor  to  be  barred. 

8.  Regolved,  In  case  the  claimant  assign,  in 
writing,  his  reason  why  the  suspended  credits 
should  be  admitted,  the  Comptroller  to  be  directed 
to  consider  the  same,  and  decide  thereon,  accord- 
ing to  principles  of  equity  and  the  usages  of  the 
Treasury  Department. 

9.  Rtiolvm,  In  cases  where  the  final  decision  of 
the  Comptroller  shall  have  been  against  the 
claimant,  and  where  he  shall  have  voluntarily, 

within  months,  submitted  his  claim  to  the 

equitable  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  the" 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Attorney 
General,  the  said  officers  to  be  vested  with  autho- 
AVf  to  hear  the  claimant  and  pronounce  an  award, 
which  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  to  ail  con- 
cerned. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  he  brought  in  pur- 
snut  to  sftid  resolutions ;  and  that  mx.  Heath, 
Mr.  Lthah,  Mr.  Findlet,  Mr.  Baluwih,  and  Mr. 
Harrisoh,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
{ffcaeated  a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entiued  An 


act  making  alterations  in  the  Treasury  and  Wu 
Departments  j"  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT,  from  the  committee  appmnted 
to  examine  and  report  on  the  state  of  the  Um, 
and  what  further  measures  are  necessary  to  to- 
der  the  iustitution  more  beneficial,  made  a  report; 
which  -ma  read^  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Mondi; 
next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  like 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  lull,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  for  enrolling  and  Ucensiitg  ships  or  Tea- 
sels to  be  employed  m  the  coasting  trade  andfiib- 
eries,  and  for  regulating  the  same,"  with  serenl 
amendments ;  to  which  they  desire  the  coikui- 
rence  of  this  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  t<>  amend  the  act,  mtiikd 
"  An  act  making  alterations  in  the  Treasury  vA 
War  Departments,"  waa  read  the  third  time  ad 
passed. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Cob- 
mittee  o£  the  Whole  Hoose  on  die  xraoit  (tf  a 
plan  for  the  redocticai  of  the  FuUie  Debt;  ud, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  CoauButtee  ion 
and  r^rted  pn^j^ress. 

Tdwdat,  Febnuuy  10. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act 
to  amend  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  to  establish  tbe 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  MvixA 
States,"  together  with  the  amendments  agreed  to 
yesterday,  was  read  die  third  time  and  p^sed. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  from  the  committee  appointd, 

S resented  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  "laying  certain 
uties  upon  snuff  and  refined  sugar which  «*i 
read  twice  and  committed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hotue 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill,  entitled 'An 
act  relative  to  the  compensations  to  certain  offi- 
cers employed  in  the  collection  of  the  duties  of 
impost  and  tonnagej"  with  several  amendments; 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  ih^ 
House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  biU,  entitkd 
'*  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  '  An 
act  for  enrolling  and  licensing  shn»  or  vessds  to 
be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries, 
and  for  regulating  tbe  same  r  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments  be  com- 
mitted to  Mr.  GooDHDE,  Mr.  Giles,  and  Mr.  W. 
Smith. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  a  plu 
for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt;  and, after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  tm 
reported  prt^ress. 


Wednesday,  February  11. 
Mr.  Heath,  from  the  committee  appointed,  in** 
Rented  a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  reeoveiyw 
debts  due  from  individuals  to  the  United  Slauii 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 


Public  Debt. 
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The  Home  proceeded  to  consider  dte  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  tnll,  entiUed 
"  An  act  relatiTe  to  the  eunpnuations  of  certain 
(dScers  emidoyed  in  the  cdleetim  of  the  duties  of 
impost  ana  tonnage  ;**  and,  the  same  being  read, 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sboowick,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  ^e  reimburement  of  a  Loan 
authorized  by  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress ;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  GoooHnE,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  committed  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementa- 
ry to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  for  enroUio^  and 
licensing  ships  or  resseU  to  be  employed  m  the 
coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the 
same,"  made  a  report ;  which  was  read :  Where- 
open, 

JSasoftwd,  That  this  House  dotb  disagree  to  all 
the  said  amendments. 

St$e^Bed,  That  a  conference  be  desired  with  the 
Senate  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  said  amend- 
ments; and  that  Mr.  Ooodhdb,  Mr.  Gilbs,  end 
Mr.  W.  Smith,  be  appointed  managers  at  the  said 
conferenee  on  the  part  of  thia  House. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Smith,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  sundrv  owners 
of  fishing  vessels  in  the  towns  of  Portland  and 
Falmouth,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  made  a 
report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
miued  to  B  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to- 
morrow. 

The  HoQse  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  Hoose  on  the  report  of  a 
plan  for  the  redaction  of  the  PuUic  Debt ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported  several  resolutions  to  the  House : 
where  the  same  was  twice  read,  amended,  and 
agreed  to,  as  follows : 

1.  Reaohed,  That  provision  be  made  by  law  for 
the  payment  of  interest  on  the  principal  of  the 
unsubscribed  Debt  of  the  United  States,  (except 
Loan  Office  certificates,  bearing  interest  on  their 
n(»ninal  valne,)  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per 
annum,  for  one  year,  ending  the  thirty-first  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  seven  htmdred  and  nme- 
ty-five. 

2.  Aefofeed  That  the  arrears  of  interest  on  the 
ansnbsoribed  Debt  afwesaid,  he  calculated  to  the 
end  ot  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-five,  and  that  the  possessors  thereof  be  en- 
titled to  subscribe  the  same,  on  loan,  to  the  United 
States,  at  an  interest  of  three  percent,  per  annum. 
That  tnose  who  shall  not  so  subscribe,  shall  receive, 
on  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-sixj  one-tenth  part  of  the  said 
arrears  to  them  respectively  due. 

3.  ^tolved.  That  the  holders  of  Loan  Office 
certificates,  which  bear  interest  on  their  nominal 
value,  be  entitled  to  receive  the  specie  value,  to- 
gether with  the  interest  thereon,  at  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  on  demand ;  but  that  no  in- 
terest shall  accrue  on  such  certificates  after  the 
—  day  of  . 

4.  Beioited,  That  a  Loan  be  opened  at  the  Trea- 
sory  of  the  United  States  to  the  ameuat  of  tiw 


whole  of  the  foreign  Debt;  and,  that  for  every 
one  hundred  dollars  of  the  said  Debt  subscribed 
thereto,  the  subscribers  shall  be  entitled  lo  an  ad- 
dition of  one-half  of  a  per  centum  to  the  rate  of 
interest  to  which  such  stock  is  now  entitled,  or  to 
a  sum  equivalent  in  capital,  bearing  an  interest  of 
five  per  cent,  per  annum.  And  that  the  perma- 
nent revenues  of  the  United  States  be  pledged  for 
the  payment  of  the  interest  quarter  yearly,  at  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  till  the  reimburse- 
ment of  the  principal. 

5.  Reacivea.  Tiiat  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  be  empowered,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Prbsidgnt  OP  the  United  States, 
to  provide,  by  new  loans,  or  by  the  sale  of  certi- 
ficates of  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per 
centum,  for  the  reimbursement  of  any  instalment 
c»r  part  of  the  present  foreign  Debt  of  the  United 
States :  Provided,  That  the  principal  and  interest 
of  such  loan  and  certificates  sbalf  be  payable  at 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  the  prin- 
cipal thereof  redeemable  at  the  Treasury  oi  ^e 
United  States ;  and  that  such  conversion  or  foreign 
into  domestic  Debt,  shall  not  chaise  the  United 
States  with  an  interest  of  more  than  half  a  per 
cent  in  addition  to  that  payable  on  the  Debt  so 
converted.  That  the  interest  of  the  sum  redeem- 
ed and  paid  thereof,  and  the  permanent  revenue 
of  the  United  States,  be  pledged  for  the  payment 
of  the  interest  on  tne  loans  to  be  made  on  the 
stock  to  be  created  in  virtue  of  the  said  powers. 

6.  Be$olved,  That,  in  addition  to  the  provisions 
heretofore  made  for  reimbursing  and  redeeming 
the  Debt  of  the  United  States,  so  much  of  the 
fourth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  makinff 
provision  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt,^ 
as  makes  a  reservation  out  of  the  interest  on  the 
Debt  purchased,  be  repealed ;  and,  that  in  lieu 
thereof  a  sufficient  sum  of  the  duties  on  impost 
and  tonnage  be  appropriated  for  that  purpose. 

7.  ReMived,  Tnat  so  much  of  the  revenue  aris- 
ing from  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  as, 
together  with  the  other  moneys  now  constituting 
the  Sinking  Fund,  that  shall  accrue  to  it  by  virtue 
of  the  foregoing  provisions,  and  the  interest  re- 
deemed, as  shaU  be  sufficient,  be  appropriated  to- 
wards the  payment  of  the  sum  which  may  of 
right  be  annually  paid  on  account  of  the  principal 
of  such  funded  stock  as,  on  the  &rst  day  ot  Janua- 
ry, one  thtrasand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six, 
snail  bear  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum, 
exclndipg  that  to  the  credit  ca  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Smking  Fund,  and  that  which  shall  stand 
to  the  credit  of  particular  States.  And  that  the 
same  shall  contmue  so  appropriated  imtil  the 
whole  of  the  said  stock  shall  be  redeemed ;  and, 
thenceforth,  until  the  whole  of  the  Debt  of  the 
United  States,  fimded  and  nnibnded,  shall  be  dis- 
charged. 

8.  Baolved,  That  the  dividends  in  the  stock 
(the  property  of  the  United  States)  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  be  appropriated  to  the  same 
fund,  reserving  thereout,  from  time  to  time,  so 
mucA  as  shall  De  necessary  to  discharge  the  inte- 
rest on  what  shall  remain  unpaid  of  the  Loan 
made  of  the  said  Bank,  porBtiant  to  ^e  eleventh 
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secUoD  of  the  act  of  incorporatioD,  with  so  much 
of  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  as,  together 
with  those  dividends,  (after  dedacting  what  may 
be  necessary  to  pay  the  interest,)  shall  be  sufficient 
to  pay  ofi  the  instalments  of  the  said  Loan,  as 
they  shall  hereafter,  from  year  to  year,  become 
due ;  and  as,  (the  said  instalments  being  first  paid,) 
tf^ther  with  any  other  moneys  which,  on  the 
first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  two,  may  belong  to  the  said  fund,  and  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  shall  be  sufficient,  from 
year  to  year,  with  the  interest  redeemed,  to  pay 
the  sums  which  may  of  right  be  annually  paid,  on 
account  of  the  principal  m  such  funded  stock  as, 
at  the  end  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred, 
shall  begin  to  bear  an  interest  of  six  per  ceat»  ex- 
eludin^r  that  which  may  stand  to  the  credit  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  that  to 
the  credit  of  individual  States ;  and  continue  so 
i^tpropriated  tmtil  the  said  lastHnentioned  stock, 
and  the  instalments  of  the  Loan  aforesaid,  shall 
be  redeemed  and  discharged,  and  the  interest  of 
the  ftock  which  shall  be  redeemed  by  virtue  of 
the  forevoing  provisions  continue  to  be  appropri- 
ated to  uie  said  fund  after  the  full  redemption  in 
such  case  is  completed,  until  the  whole  of  the  pre- 
sent Debt  of  the  United  States  be  redeemed  by 
reimbursement,  purchase,  or  otherwise. 

9.  Segolved,  That  the  moneys  arising  from  the 
sales  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  such 
as  shall  be  received  for  debts  dne  to  the  United 
States  antecedent  to  the  present  Gorexnment,  to- 
gether with  the  surplos  of  all  current  revenues 
which  remain  unappropriated  at  the  end  of 
any  year,  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  same  fund. 

10.  Raolved,  That,  after  the  last  day  of  De- 
cember next,  all  reimbursements  of  the  capital  of 
the  Debt  of  the  United  States,  (foreign  or  domes- 
tic,) and  of  the  reimbursement  of  the  Loan  bad  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  be  made  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund ;  and  that  they  be  empowered,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  PnEainENT  or  the  United 
States,  as  the  instalments  of  principal  become 
due,  to  borrow  the  sums  necessary  to  pay  such  in- 
stalment :  Provided,  That  every  sach  Loan  shall 
be  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  rate  of  interest  shall  not  exceed  six  per 
centum  per  annum,  and  be  chargeable— 

Firgt.VfotL  the  interest  of  the  instalment  which 
shall  he  reimbursed ; 

Secondly.  Upon  the  revenue  of  impost  and  ton- 
nage, for  making  good  any  deficiency. 

But  the  interest  on  the  six  per  cent,  stock  re- 
deemed shall  not  be  included. 

11.  Resolved.  That  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  be  authorized,  with  the  approt«tion 
of  the  PbesidenTj  to  borrow,  from  time  to  time, 
such  sums,  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  appro- 
priated, as  may  be  necessary  for  the  payment  of 
the  interest  on  the  Public  Debt,  not  ezceedineone 
million  in  any  year,  and  reimbursable  within  a 
jrear  from  the  time  of  each  Loan ;  and  that  the 
mterest  on  exuAk  Loan  be  defrayed  out  of  the  per- 
manent revenue,  and  shall  not  exceed  six  per 
centum  per  annum. 
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12.  Reeolved.  That  ^  sums  retnainipg  nia- 

5 ended,  after  the  year  one  thotisand  aevea  bn- 
red  and  ninety^ve,  apou  any  appropriatun  lor 
more  than  two  years,  aner  the  end  of  the  year  fat 
which  such  appropriation  may  be  made,  shall  bt 
carried  to  a  separate  account,  to  be  kept  at  ikt 
Treasury ;  and  that  a  statement  of  all  apfffoprii- 
tions  shall  be  reported  to  the  L^islature  witfaii 
thirty  days  after  their  first  meeting  in  every  yeu. 

13.  Reeolved,  That  all  priorities  established  bf 
appropriations  for  the  Funded  Debt  shaU,  after  tlK 
last  day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hondid 
and  ninety-six,  cease  with  respect  to  all  the  credil- 
ors  of  the  United  States,  whoshall  not.  b^bielW 
said  last  day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hna- 
dred  and  ninety-six,  signify  their  dissent  thento 
to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury ;  and  th^  tfta 
that  period,  the  revenue  charged  with  such  siqm- 
priations  shall  constitute  a  common  fund,  ^use- 
able with  the  same  debts  indiscriminately,  eieept- 
ing  only  as  it  may  respect  such  of  the  creditonn 
may  signify  their  dissent  thereto,  in  manner  afm- 
saia. 

U.  Resolved,  That  all  Loan  Office  certifieiut, 
final  settlements,  or  indents  of  interest,  now  in  ibt 
hands  of  any  person  or  perstmSj  shall,  on  or  befot 

the  day  of  ,.be  exhibited  at  the  Tret* 

ry,  where  the  holders  or  possessors  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  receive  other  certificates  of  eqlliTaIaltt^ 
nor,  in  lieu  thereof;  and  if  any  peraon  shall  n^ed 
to  exhibit  such  Loan  CMSce  certificates,  finu  Mt 
tlements,  or  indents  of  interest,  and  to  get  thesne 
exchanged,  he  or  they  shall  be  forerer  Darted  fin 
any  payment  or  acknowledgment  for  such  Lmb 
Office  certificate,  final  settlement,  or  indent  of  a* 
teresL 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  nu^ 
suant  to  the  said  resolutions ;  and  that  Ut.  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Mr.  Ahe8,  Mr.  Fitzsimokb,  Mr. 
DnvALL,  and  Mr.  Nicbolas,  do  prepare  andviig 
in  the  same. 

Mr.  Dayton,  from  the  committee  apfwiiitd, 
presented  a  bill  for  continuing  and  r^ulating  tbe 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  ud 
for  repealing  sundry  acts  heretofore  passed  oodtf 
subject;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 

The  House  restored  itself  into  a  Commitleea 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  reimbaw- 
meat  of  a  Loan  authorized  by  the  ai^t  of  tbe  !■>> 
session  of  Congress ;  and,  after  some  time  Bptsj 
therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  rqwrted  tkeUl 
without  amendment 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  w 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

TAX  ON  CARRUGES. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Bbattt,  that  a  comnif' 
tee  should  be  appointed  to  refwrt  whether  any. 
and  what,  alterations  are  necessary  in  the  act  m 
laying  a  tax  on  carriages  for  pleaMire,  and  to  re- 
port a  bill,  with  such  alterations  as  may  be  neea- 
sary  in  the  same.   Agreed  to. 

On  this  occasion,  Mr.  Bbattt  obavved,  tbst* 
had,  some  few  days  ago,  when  the  resolulioo  w 
extending  the  time  of  limitation  to  certain  eiew 
acts  passed,  last  session,  was  under  coiuidentMai 
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>iitradicted  what  fell  from  his  colleagae,  [Mr. 
■ouDiNOT,]  rhat  the  law  "  layiog  duties  upon  car- 
ages"  was  popular  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey^. 
:  was  (said  Mr.  B.)  the  very  rcTerse  of  that,  and, 
f  consequence,  he  could,  by  no  means,  asseut  to 
te  prolongation  of  that  act  to  the  year  1801. 
'he  House  hariug,  however,  agreed  to  the  exten- 
.oa  of  this  act  to  a  distant  period,  he  dow  thought 
;  was  a  duty  he  owed  to  his  constituents  to  brmg 
irward  a  propositi<m  for  .the  revision  of  that  law. 
.^his  he  was  now  desirotu  of  submuting,  and  he 
epeated  that  the  act  in  ODestion  was  generally 
isliked  by  the  citizens  of  the  State  from  whence 
lO  came ;  and,  in  some  parts,  it  was  so  obnoxious, 
bat,  were  it  not  for  the  patriotism  and  lore  of 
■rder  which  his  constituents  had  at  all  times  ma- 
lifested  in  their  conduct,  he  would  not  have  been 
jQswerabie  that  the  duties  arising  uader  that  law 
:Guld  have  been  collected.  He  was  r^y,  how- 
sver,  to  admit,  that  great  jrart  of  the  dissatisfac- 
ion  had  arisen  from -the  iujudicious  mode  of  exe- 
tutioQ  adopted  by  the  Supervisor,  who  had,  per- 
aaps,  discovered  more  zeal  than  understanding  in 
he  construction  of  this  law. 

Mr.  B.  had  so  great  objection  to  the  principle 
3f  the  law,  but  he  thought  it  was  defective  in  two 
points,  and  was  soseeptible  of  amendment,  so  as 
to  render  it  more  agreeable  to  his  constituents. 
The  uiactiiig  clause  is  not  sofllciently  minute  in 
the  description  of  the  carriages  subject  to  tantion, 
RDdj  in  some  instances,  die  terms  used  were  of  an 
equivocal  nature.   To  prove  the  first,  be  need 
only  mention  that,  notwithstanding  the  inrotectitm 
afforded  by  the  proviso,  in  the  first  section,  to  car- 
riages for  "domestic  purposes,"  yet  the  market 
wagons  of  New  Jersey  had  pretty  generally  been 
subjected  to  the  duty ;  and,  as  an  instance  of  the 
second,  he  said  that  the  term  "  coachee,"  used  in 
the  law,  appears  to  hare  no  appropriate  meaning. 
Before  the  passing  of  this  law,  he  had  reason  to 
believe  that  three-fourths  of  the  carriages  in  use 
in  this  city  were  of  this  description ;  and  now,  it 
seems,  by  some  new  definition  of  the  law,  that  not 
one  in  foor  are  of  that  species  of  carriage,  Init  are 
returned  to  the  CktUector  and  pay  a  tax  only  of 
two  dollars  on  the  same  scale  with  the  market 
wagODs  of  New  Jersey.   But  the  law  (Mr.  B.  ob- 
served) was  materially  defective  in  another  point. 
In  eases  of  doubt,  what  carriages  are  within  the 
exempting  description  thoe  is  no  summary  mode 
of  determining— what  carriages  are  "  usually"  and 
"  chiefly"  "  employed  in  husMndry,"  but  every  dis- 
puted case  must  be  the  subject  of  a  suit  in  all  the 
legal  forms.   This  was  highly  objectionable,  both 
on  the  grounds  of  delay  and  expense,  and  bad  no 
doubt  occasioned  the  paymeut  of  the  tax,  in  a  va- 
riety of  instances,  where  the  parties  were  coosciotis 
they  were  mthin  the  exempting  clause,  but  had 
preferred  to  pay  the  two  dollars  rather  than  to  con- 
tend with  the  Collector  in  a  suit  at  law.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  House  would  readily  agree 
to  remedy  these  defects,  and  woidd  appoint  a  com- 
mittee for  that  purpose. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed  of  Mr.  Bbattt, 
Mr.  New,  and  Mr.  Hillhodbi. 
And  the  House  adjoamed. 
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TaDRBDAT,  Febraarj  13. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  reimbursement  of  a 
Loan  autnorized  by  an  act  of  the  last  session  of 
CoD?ress  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
to  whom  were  referred  the  laws  of  the  Territory 
of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
passed  the  first  day  of  August,  1792;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and 
reported  a  resolution  thereupon ;  which  was  twice 
read,  amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  all  the  laws  passed  by  the  Sck- 
cretary  and  Judges  of  the  Territory  of  the  United 
States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  on  the  first 
day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-two,  be  disapproved,  excepting  a  law,  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  repeal  certain  parts  of  an  act,  ' 
entitled  '  An  act  creating  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the 
Legislature." 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  iu,  P"'^ 
suant  to  the  said  resolutiou ;  and  that  Mr.  Fino- 
LEY,  Mr.  Greendp,  Mr,  Hdnteb,  Mr.  McDowell, 
and  Mr.  Coit,  do  prepare  aod  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  supplementary  to  tne  act  concerning  invalids," 
with  several  amendments ;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

ORGANIZATION  OP  THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  organizing,  arm- 
ing, and  disciplining  the  Militia  of  the  United 
States. 

The  first  clause  of  the  bill  was  in  these  words : 
"  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Mouse  of  R^rt- 
aentadoa  of  the  United  Stata  of  AiAtriea  m  Congrm 
attemMed,  That,  from  and  after  the  paning  of  this  act, 
the  Militia  of  die  United  States  shall  be  eompowd  of 
all  able-bodied  white  male  dttzenoi  of  the  lespective 
States,  resident  therein,  who  shall,  respecttvdy,  be  of 
the  age  of  tventj  yeus,  and  under  the  sge  of  foi^ 
years ;  that  the  said  Militia  shall  be  divided  into  two 
claaBes — the  first  claw  to  be  denominated  the  atHe<A 
cotps  of  the  Militia  of  the  United  States.  The  "elect 
corps  of  the  Militia  of  the  United  States  shall  be  eom- 
powd of  all  lUe-bodted  white  male  dtixens,  reepectiTft- 
ly,  vHio  Aall  be  of  Ae  age  of  twen^  yean,  and  under  ^ 
the  age  of  twen^-fiTe  years.  The  reserved  ooips  shall 
be  composed  of  all  able-bodied  white  male  cHisens,  re- 
spectively, who  shall  be  of  the  age  of  twen^-five  years, 
and  under  the  age  of  forty  yean :  Provided,  That,  in 
the  choice  of  officers,  nther  m  the  select  owps,  or  re- 
served corps,  no  respect  ihaU  be  had  to  the  Kmftalions 
of  age  aforesaid ;  the  foregcaog  legoIaliMis  to  be  eul^eet, 
however,  to  the  exemptions  hereafter  i^edfied." 

It  was  moved  to  strike  out  this  clause. 

Mr.  8,  Smith  did  not  know  the  state  of  the' 
ESastem  militia,  but  that  of  the  Sonthem  States 
was  totally  tueless  for  the  professed  purposes  of 
die  institatioo.  The  <Acers  durst  not,  for  a  eon- 
siderable  time,  have  marched  them  i^ainst  an 
enemy,  daring  the  late  insurrection,  if  it  had  not 
beoi  for  a  general  idea  that  there  would  be  do  re- 
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sistance.  But  tbis  extreme  deficiency  had  made 
several  genttemen  turn  their  thoughts  to  that  point, 
and  to  reflect  on  the  absolute  necessity  for  a  pro- 
per militia.  By  the  present  law,  you  will  hare 
an  hundred  thousaDd  young  men,  with  arms  in 
their  bauds,  and  knowing  liow  to  make  use  of 
them.  They  will,  by  rules  laid  down  in  this  act. 
learn  not  only  their  exercise,  but  the  essential 
duty  of  taking  care  of  themselres,  of  cocking, 
and  of  lodging  themselves.  From  the  want  of 
this  knowledge,  the  militia,  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  suAtired  much,  and  carried  home  from 
the  camp  contagious  diseases  that  swept  off 
whole  families.  What  would  be  the  behaviour  of 
Britain,  if  she  knew  that  you  had  an  hundred 
thousand  young  men,  well  armed  ?  She  would 
not  stop  your  ships  on  the  seas,  when  there  was 
not  some  real  occasion,  if  she  knew  that  the  States 
to  the  east  of  the  Hudson  could  iDstantly  march 
thirty  thousand  men  into  Canada.  Spain,  on  the 
Soutojnrestern  frontier,  would  be  equally  cautious, 
for  fear  of  the  militia  of  Kentucky  and  the  South- 
ern States.  There  would  be  no  need  of  ever  pull- 
ing a  triKei.  The  Ministers  of  foreign  Powers 
would  iniorm  their  Govenunents  of  your  internal 
strength,  and  they  would  be  sufficiently  carefuL 
Kverybody  will  tell  you  that  the  present  time  for 
,  keeping  the  militia  embodied  is  too  short.  In- 
stead of  four  days,  Mr.  S.  supposed  they  would 
recommend  eight.  But  this  also  was  only  trifling. 
At  present,  the  day  of  exercise  concluded  wiui 
horse-racing,  cock-fighting,  and  wrestling.  Since 
the  end  of  the  late  war,  he  always  had  in  his  head 
a  plan  of  emilitia,  on  something  of  that  kind  that 
is  now  before  the  Committee.  In  the  war,  he  had 
seen  much  of  them,  and  they  were  always  very  de- 
fective. He  had  formerly  seen  the  Eastern  militia. 
They  were  not  good  soldiers,  though  they  were  ex- 
cellent materials  for  maktag  them  out  of.  He  was 
partioularly  interested  that  this  resolution  should 
pass.  The  Qovemment  must  either  have  a  good 
militia  or  a  standing  army ;  for,  the  present  muitia, 
at  least  in  the  Southern  States,  do  not  deserve 
that  name ;  and  a  militia  was  more  agreeable  to 
Republican  principles.  He  endeavored  to  prove 
that  the  resolution  was  economical. 

Mr.  ^BDowicE  observed]  that  two  systems  pre- 
sented themselves  to  the  consideration  of  the  Com- 
mittee. The  first,  that  of  compelling  every  citi- 
zen, capable  of  performing  the  duties  of  a  soldier, 
to  arm  himself,  or  to  receive  arms,  to  be  in  readi- 
ness to  be  oalled  forth  in  defence  of  his  country. 
The  other,  that  of  aeleetiog  a  part  of  those  capa- 
ble of  performiag  military  dutiee,  and  to  have 
them  educated  aad  disei^iaed  in  such  manner 
that  they  shotdd  be  first  called  forth,  and,  in  some 
degree,  prepared  to  act  as  skiers.  He  had  the 
honor  to  be  one  of  the  committee  which  had  re- 
ported the  bill.  He  did  not  uit«d  to  pledge  him- 
self, at  present,  to  vote  either  for  or  against  the 
principle  of  forming  a  select  corps.  But  he  would 
take  the  liberty  of  stating  to  the  Committee  a  few 
ideas,  which  ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
to  form  an  eetimate  of  the  merits  of  the  proposed 
system.  '  There  were  (he  said)  no  accurate  data 
fion  which  the  expense  of  the  imqwsed  system 
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could  with  accuracy  be  computed.   He  mi,  bow- 
ever,  induced  to  beUeve  the  proposed  seleaeorp 
would  amount  to  130,000.   Gentlemen  ^obut 
better  than  himself  had  informed  him  that  tbtii 
arms  and  accoutrements  would  amount  to  tea  dol- 
lars per  man,  making  -   .     -        -  $1^00B 
Their  dothes  to  twelvedoUan  per  man 
The  mtimia,  enlndin|[  all  except  the 
time  while  in  service  in  the  field, 
would  amount  to  S,400.00a  which, 
at  ten  cents  per  ration,  would  be   •  HUfM 
Add  for  extra  expenses  of  cavalry. 

tents,  &c.  -  •  -  -  30;000 
The  value  of  the  time  was  not,  indeed, 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  but 
it  was  a  loss  to  the  productiv«iess 
of  the  public,  and  not  less  than  four 
doUan  for  ew:h  man  - 


Total   -        -        -  -taW" 


He  would  admit  that  tiie  public  ftenhiMwm 
equal  to  such  an  exertirai ;  but  whether  the  slfl- 
ity  of  the  system  would  eompensnte  for  ths  b» 
den  to  be  endured,  was  for  the  CmnButtee  tod^ 
termine.  That  the  estimate  did  not  exceed  Ac 
truth,  experience,  if  it  should  ever  be  had,  be  be 
lieved,  would  venfv.  To  put  this  system  in  optit- 
tiou  would  then,  toe  first  year,  be  equal  to  i  «»■ 
tribution  of  93,390,000.  This,  it  ought,  hovera. 
to  be  observed,  would  not  be  tne  annual  expeM 
for  the  value  of  the  arms  and  clothing  which  migkt 
be  returned,  after  deducting  the  wear  and  tcsi. 
ought  to  pass  to  the  creditor  side  of  the  expendi- 
ture. There  were  some  other  eircumstanee&wfaieh 
would  result  from  this  system,  whic^  had  occurred 
to  his  mind  as  necessary  to  be  considered :  dte 
loss  which  the  community  would  sustain,  by  istn- 
rupting,  annually,  for  so  eonsiderabte  a  pomon  a 
time,  m  the  most  pn^taUe  and  prodnetiTe  peiiod 
of  life,  all  the  necessary  and  nsonl  ocenpatuoi  of 
labor,  would  produce  effects  wwcfay  the  miin« 
reflection  of  the  Commitlee.  In  Sparta,  the  <«T 
country  where  an  attempt  had  been  -effectoaitr 
made  to  create  a  whole  commnntty  of  soldiers,  tbe 
existence  of  slavery  rendered  labor  disgrae^  h 
citizens.  They  were,  of  course,  very  unlike  m 
yeomanry  of  America,  whose  laoor  is  eqtuilf  te- 
quired  to  continue  their  virtuous  habits  sod  u 
promote  the  happiness  of  our  country.  He  «m>h 
not  declare  that  tbe  alteratiMi  might  not  be  bew- 
ficial,  but  he  had  no  hesitation  in  pronouncis^  thv 
it  would  [voduce  a  new  state  of  society.  Anotka 
consideration  he  woul4  suggest  to  the  delibeittHs 
of  the  Committee.  It  was,  be  believed,  impocsiv 
to  calculate  what  eflfect  on  the  simplicity  *ud^ 
briety  of  the,m«rab  of  the  rising  generation  aapt 
be  produced,  by  eongr^tiiig,  in  large  niub^ 
ywth  withont  experience,  unrestnined  by  tu' 
control  to  which  it  had  been  habituated. 

Mr.  LvHan  vindicated  the  military  chsiM" 
of  the  militia  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  HiLLHOVSB  feared  the  worst  conseqUtsea 
from  calling  out  an  hundred  thousand  youD|"2 
Some  of  them  would  be  journeymen ;  others >t*^ 
married.  They  would  be  forced  to  leavs 
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em|4oymeDt,  and  lose  their  customers,  who,  in 
their  aWnce,  would  employ  others.  The  militia 
had  been  veiv  ns^I  in  the  last  war.  They  took 
Bargoyne.  Mr.  H.  was  satisfied  that  if  any  other 
Power  attacked  America  with  regular  forces,  it 
-would  be  found  requisite  to  defend  her  with  the 
same.  No  militia  could  supply  the  place  of  regu- 
lars, when  attacked  by  troops  of  thai  kind.  The 
present  law  would  hare  a  very  bad  effect  on  the 
ihoibIs  of  youdi.  It  would  be  wrong  to  have  an 
annj  all  criTyouag  mra,from  the  age  of  twenty  to 
twenty-fire.  It  would  be  better  to  hare  some  old 
men  among  them. 

Mr.  Paob  feared  that  the  enense  would  be 
enormous,  and  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  teach  a 
militia  the  military  discipline  very  exactly ;  bat, 
if  once  they  came  in  signt  of  an  enemy,  and  in 
actual  serriee,  they  would  soon  learn.  . 

Mr.  Irtinb  said,  that  in  his  part  of  the  country, 
besides  the  four  days  of  mustering,  there  were 
usually  two  or  three  days  of  preparing,  as  the 
sweethearts  of  the  young  men  usually  attended. 
He  knew  that  the  gentleman  who  spoke  last  had 
been  in  the  service,  but  he  could  not  guess  where 
he  had  picked  up  the  information  that  eight  or  ten 
hours  in  the  neighborhood  of  an  enemy's  camp 
would  make  a  num  a  soldier.  If  somethmg  is  not 
speedily  done,  we  shall  be  in  the  .'«me  situation  as 
in  1794,  when  the  country  depended  entirely  for 
diseipUne  on  the  British  officers  who  had  retired 
from  eerrice,  and  on  the  aei^^eants  ainmg  British 
deserters.   He  was  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Wadswortb  had  been  one  of  the  select 
committee  on  this  bill,  and  it  might  therefore  be 
expected  that  he  should  hare  something  to  say 
about  it.  He  hoped  that  the  section  would  not 
be  stricken  out  because  it  is  not  perfect.  Thouffh 
one  of  the  committee,  he  did  not  like  the  whole 
of  the  system  reported.  But,  sir,  said  Mr.  W., 
there  never  was  a  bill  reported  to  this  House 
which,  was  so  perfect  as  not  to  require  modifica- 
tion. If  the  question  before  the  Committee  were, 
whether  this  report  shall  all  go  into  alaw^  I  would 
vote  a^inst  it;  but  I  believe  the  principle  coor 
mined  m  the  section  to  be  abadntely  necessary 
for  the  having  such  a  militia  as  may  be  osefol  to 
correet  any  sudden  insurrection  or  any  foreign 
enemy.  Mneh  has  been  said  of  the  late  expedition 
against  Western  insai^ents;  but  was  this  the 
militia  of  the  law  1  No,  sir.  In  every  State  but 
oncj  from  which  they  were  drawn,  it  was  not  the 
militia  of  the  law,  drawn  out  by  the  militia  law. 
It  was  a  volunteer  miUtia,  iaflnenced  by  their  feel- 
ings, or  by  private  bounties,  iu  &vor  of  Gorem- 
ment.  Mt.  W.  here  asked,  what  a  Qovemment 
has  to  boast  of  with  such  a  militia  1  Is  it  safe  for 
any  €k>vemment  to  rdy  on  private,  individual 
influence,  to  protect  it  uninst  its  enemies,  whether 
foreign  or  domestic  1  No  ]  it  is  dangerous.  The 
same  influence  may  be  turned  agamst  the  Oo- 
remment.  If  the  present  loose  militia  law  has 
(and  Mr.  W.  said  that  he  knew  it  had)  prodaced 
in  Massachusetts  a  good  militia,  it  has  Mt  done 
so  wr.  indeed  in  any  but  a  veiy  imall  part 
of  the  United  States.  If  the  elaase  be  rtmok  out, 
we  give  over  every  ho^offlMncHttgoarnuSitiakV; 


[H.  or  R. 


and  we  must  remain'as  we  are,  in  a  loose,  de- 
ranged, uncertain  situation.  Mr.  W.  did  not,  by 
any  means,  approve  the  modifications  of  this  bill. 
He  did  not  wish  for  half,  nor  even  a  third  part  of 
the  numbers  which  this  bill  would  place  m  the 
select  corps.  The  active  militia  in  the  late  expe- 
dition might  be  boasted  of,  and  have  great'  merit, 
but  they  were  not  brought  into  the  Geld  by  the 
law,  but  were  the  militia  mostly  of  volunteers,  or 
of  private  influence.  The  Government  has  great 
obligations  to  them,  but  the  militia  taw,  as  it  now 
is,' would  not  produce  an  Army ;  and^  if  it  remains 
so,  the  Government  can  hope  but  httle  from  it, 
but,  in  any  extremity,  must  depend  on  a  militia 
of  private  influence.  Mr.  W.  wished  that  the 
clause  might  stand,  and,  as  in  all  other  bills  re- 
ported to  this  Committee,  that  such  amendments 
might  be  made  as  to  put  the  Government  in  pos- 
session of  a  force  which  can  be  relied  on,  and 
not  to  remain  dependent  on  a  force  of  individoal 
influence. 

Mr.  Tbact  was  against  striking  out  the  clause. 
He  imagined  that  it  would  be  giving  up  all  pre- 
tence to  a  reformation^  which  was  much  wanted. 

Mr.  Hbatu  was  satined,  that  we  bed  as  much 
need  of  a  new  militia  as  we  formerly  had  of  a 
new  Constitution,  instead  of  the  old  rope  of  sand, 
a  Confederation.  He  had  seen  niilitia  going  out 
to  exercise,  both  officers  and  men,  in  a  most  care- 
less and  indifferent  maimer,  with  sticks,  eanea^ 
and  whips,  and  not  one  firelock  among  four  of 
them.  Was  this  the  way  to  get  a  militia?  Was 
this  the  sort  of  thing  tnat  the  Continent  in  an 
hour  of  foreign  or  domestic  danger,  was  to  look  up 
to  ?  The  clause  may  require  to  be  modified,  but 
it  ought  most  certainly  to  oe  kept  in.  The  great- 
est kwses  in  the  last  war  came  from  want  of  train- 
ing the  militia  properly. 

Mr.  Giles  idso  was  against  the  striking  out.  He 
hoped  that  gentlemen  would  let  it  go,  and  the  bill 
have  an  experiment.  He  had  not  experience  in 
the  militia,  but  he  had  experience  in  committees, 
oa  the  subject,  for  he  had  been  on  them  for  three 
or  four  years  past. 

Mr.  SwiPT  urged  several  objections  to  a  select 
corps.   He  was  entirely  opposed  to  the  report. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  had  fcnrmeriy  spoken  of  the  militia 
of  Maryland,  whom  he  commanded  in  the  late  ex- 
pediticm,  and  he  believed  that  those  of  Virginia 
were  nothing  better,  if  not  rather  worse.  He  men- 
tioned an  advice  given  by  somebody,  of  not  going 
near  the  water  till  yon  hare  learned  to  swim. 
The  Virginia  officers  treated  their  soldiers  pretty 
severely,  for  they  very  soon  began  to  tie  them  up 
and  give  them  an  hundred  lashes.  He  then  at- 
tacked Mr.  SsoGwicK,  upon  his  calcidations  as 
to  the  expense  of  an  hundred  thousand  militia. 
The  arms  would  cost  nothing,  for  you  have  them 
already,  in  the  repositories  of  the  United  States. 
Here  were  a  million  of  dollars  struck  from  the  ac- 
count. The  tents  that  we  hare,  will  do,  without 
new  ones.  As  to  camp  eqaipage,  such  ais  kettles, 
tins,  and  so  forth,  tme  half  of  these  expenses  of  the 
lale  expedition  might  have  been  saved,  if  these 
things  had  been  in  proper  readiness :  and  if  the  Uw 
now  proposed  had  tlMn  existed,  this  sum  would 
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hare  been  sared.  He  noticed  that  many  peoptct 
since  returning  from  the  Westward,  had  diea  of 
diseases  contracted  in  the  expedition,  and  which 
arose  from  ignorance  how  to  take  care  of  them' 
selres.  As  to  the  cent,  said  Mr.  S.,  sir,  I  roted 
against  the  coat,  in  the  select  committee,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  voted  for  it ;  and 
now  (win  he  objects  to  it.  The  rations  came 
next  They  were  guessed,  and  he  beliered  with 
some  accuracy,  at  two  hundred  thousand  dollars 
perannum.  And  is  a  good,  effective  militia,  of  an 
hundred  thousand  young  men,  worth  less  than  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year  ?  Mr.  S.  said, 
that  he  would  be  greatly  hurt  at  going  out  again, 
if  it  so  happened,  at  the  head  ol  such  a  militia 
as  the  present.  As  to  the  scruples  about  bringiojg 
so  many  young  men  together,  Mr.  S.  regarded  this 
as  the  best  time  of  life  to  do  so.  The  whole  was 
only  twenty  days  in  the  year,  for  five  years,  and 
rarely  a  man  will  not  grudge  an  hundred  days  of 
a  whole  life-time,  that  are  spent  in  leamiag  to  de- 
fend 80  admirame  a  GovemmenL  He  uiought 
that  it  would  be  well  to  employ  the  old  officers  of 
the  Revolutionaiv  war,  as  long  as  you  have  them, 
in  training  this  select  corps.  They  are  dropping  fast 
off,  and  then  you  must  import  driU-flergeants  from 
other  couQtnes.  Alluding  to  the  remarks  on  ex- 
pense, by  Mr.  Sedowice,  be  said,  that  it  was  be- 
coming the  practice  for  gentlemen  in  that  House 
to  bring  in  a  set  of  desultory  observations,  and 
then  deduce  unfair  conclusions.  He  well  remem- 
bered when,  in  last  session,  a  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia protKK>ed  a  set  of  resolutions,  that  have  since 
been  called  Madison's  resolutions.  Mr.  S.  was 
opposed  to  them.  But  it  was  said,  tljat  they 
would  involve  America  in  a  war  with  Britain. 
This  story  answered  its  purpose  both  without  and 
within  doors,  but  Mr.  S.,  who  was  against  the  re- 
sfdntions,  had  always  consid«ed  this  part  of  the 
objections  to  them  as  the  most  ridiculous  thing 
imaginable.  Mr.  Hillbouse  had  regretted  that 
old  men  were  not  to  be  admitted  into  the  select 
corps,  for  the  sake  of  preserving  the  morality  of 
the  younger  classes.  Iwoold  aw  that  gentleman, 
said  Mr.  3^  whether  he  is  more  moral  than  he  was 
twenty-five  years  ago  ?  It  is  the  old  that  corrupt 
the  young,  f  This  observation  produced  a  general 
smile.J  Mr.  S.  would  have  no  scruple  of  trust- 
ing his  own  son  in  such  a  corps.  He  noticed  that 
the  English  militia,  whom  be  had  seen  before  the 
war,  were  as  well  disciplined,  in  his  opinion,  as  the 
regulars ;  but  then  they  were  just  as  much  at  the 
beck  of  me  Crown  as  tne  regulars. 

Mr.  Hillbouse  vindicated  his  objeeticms  to  the 
sdect  corps  being  composed  of  men  from  twenty 
to  twenty-five  years  of  age.  He  did  not  like  to  cut 
down  the  old  tree,  till  he  knew  whether  the  young 
one  would  grow.  What  if  the  young  tree  shoum 
not  grow,  and  we  had  cut  down  the  old  one  ?  We 
should  then  be  much  worse  off  than  we  are  now, 
because  we  should  have. nothing  at  all, and  the 
present  militia  were  at  least  much  better  than 
.  nothing. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  rose  to  explain,  relative  to  bis 
voting  in  the  select  committee  for  coats  to  the 
select  corps,  and  then  arguing  in  the  present  Com- 


mittee  against  the  whole  scheme.  He  comphiBd 
that  Mr.  S.  Smith  bad  spoken  as  if  in  ai^. 
for  his  own  part,  never  wished  to  point  cma  tk 
inconsistencies  of  gentlemen.  Since  he  msnor 
so  hardly  pressed,  ne  would  ask  the  member  [Mt 
Smith]  how  it  happened,  that,  when  stattng  :k 
expenses  and  resources  of  the  Union,  a  few  dajn 
ago,  he  had  omitted  eight  hundred  thousand  at 
lars  a  year,  that  must  be  paid  on  different  iMit 
Mr.  S.  read  the  particulars  from  a  memoriDdoB 
before  him,  and  insisted  that  the  gentleman 
not  to  bring  forward,  at  this  tim«,  what  had  pisnl 
in  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Giles  and  Mr.  S.  Smith  both  rose  toge^ 
The  former  declared  that  the  gentleman  wis  to- 
tainty  out  of  order.  The  latter  asked  him,  wIk- 
ther  this  affair  of  the  eight  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars had  apy  reference  to  the  rcsoltttion  beloR  tk 
Committee  7 

It  was  now  genenlly  requested  that  the  Con- 
mittee  might  rise.  It  was  granted,  and  the  Cm- 
man  asked  leave  to  sit  agam. 


FaiDAT,  February  13. 
A  memorial  of  Amelie,  Adelaide,  Mdsiue,ad 
Silvie  de  Qrasse.four^au^tersof  the  lateCoaa 
de  Qrasse,  now  residing  at  Salem,  in  the  Stsie  of 
Massachusetts,  was  presented  to  the  Hoa<«  ui 
read,  praying  a  loan  of  money  for  their  preeai 
subsistence ;  the  effects  which  they  broogbt  liam 
France  being  exhausted,  and  bavins  no  oAa 
moans  of  support,  but  in  property  in  me  IsUndrf 
St.  Domingo,  from  which,  under  present  eircoB- 
stances,  no  supplies  can  be  drawn. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  w 
Mr.  Ames,  Mr.  Madison,  and  Mr.  Gilhah,  witi 
instruction  to  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  ^^ 
port  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  lotte 
House. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Isaiah  Thoii» 
returned  on  the  fifth  ultimo,  by  the  Seerearrol 
the  Treasury,  be  rderred  to  Mr.  Mdrbit,  » 
Watts,  and  Sii.  KmnBUj  that  they  do  oub* 
the  matter  thereof,  and  ren>rt  the  same,  viUi  ibor 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amcBd- 
ment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  ti- 
tled "  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  c<mcenmg 
invalids;"  and,  tne  same  being  read,  was  agreed  n- 

miutary  establishment. 

The  House  wentintoaCommitteeof  theWl* 
on  Uie  bill  for  continuing  and  regulating  the  Mv" 
tary  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  and  n 
repealing  sundry  acts  heretofore  passed  on  tMi 
subject. 

In  reading  the  several  clauses  of  the  bill,  n"* 
OBs  objections  were  made. 
The  f(^owing  is  a  copy  of  the  third  seetin: 
"And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Legion  of* 
Unhed  States  be  also  eompleted  to  tfie  number 
thousand  eight  hundred  non^somminioned 
prtratM  and  muaidana,  by  vohmtsry  entistiiiMiii  f* 
the  term  of  three  years,  and  that  the  sub-Legion*  v» 
noting  the  aame  be  o^aniied  in  such  a  msniieri*''' 
PiMident  of  the  United  Slaim  shaU  direct" 
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An  amendment  was  mored  by  Mr.  Madison) 
which  was,  that  the  troops  should  only  be  em- 
ployed for  the  protection  of  the  frontier. 

Mr.  GriLBs  was  against  intrusting  the  Presi- 
DBNT  with  any  discretionary  power  as  to  where 
the  troops  were  to  be  employed. 

Mr.  FiTZsiMONB  said,  that  he  had  mjoyed  the 
himor  of  a  seat  in  that  House  ever  since  the  be- 
diming of  the  Goremment.  He  had  noticed  with 
attention  the  progress  of  the  standing  army,  and 
he  had  seen  that  many  members,  who  from 
the  first  had  been  against  it,  were,  from  experience 
of  its  necessity,  now  for  it. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  did  not  know  a  county  in  New 
Bugland  which  could  not  destroy  the  little  stand- 
ing army  uf  America  in  an  hour.  He  had  at  first 
been  the  only  man  for  regular  troops,  and  now 

f^entlemen  who  had  been  against  this  army  were 
or  it.  There  is  a  good  militia  in  Massachusetts, 
but  some  time  ago  there  passed  a  milk-and- 
water  law  in  Congress,  with  hardly  a  New  Eng- 
land TOte  to  it,  ana  since  that  time  there  have  been 
no  hopes  of  a  good  militia.  As  to  the  present 
amenament,  it  had  been  inserted  in  former  laws, 
and  nerer  had  hindered  the  regolars  from  march- 
ing any  where  that  was  thoncht  proper.  The 
amendment  lud  done  no  good  before^  and  he  had 
no  hopes  of  its  doing  any  now.  He  was  sorry  for 
this  little  staDdingr  army,  for  it  never  comes  be- 
fore the  House  without  meeting  a  rub.  It  has 
more  to  fear  from  its  friends  thanTrom  its  enemies. 
Some  people  pretend  to  be  jealous  uf  the  New 
England  members,  as  attached  to  a  standing  arm;^. 
The  reason  why  they  are  so  is,  that  they  despair 
of  ever  seeing  a  militia,  that  will  be  worth  one 
farthing.  It  had  been  said  by  Mr.  Giles,  that  a 
party  in  the  House  wanted  to  employ  the  army  as 
an  instrument  for  executing  the  laws.  If  by  this 
was  meant  preventing  the  whites  from  encroach- 
ing upon  the  Indians,  and  {ca  suppressing  insur- 
rections, he  hoped  it  would  always  be  so  j  but,  if 
this  mnnt  that  the  Manding  army  should  asust  in 
the  ordinary  execution  of  the  law,  he  hoped  diat 
it  would  not  be  needful,  and  that  they  would  not 
do  it.  He  would  not  say  again,  what  he  had  said 
yesterday,  as  to  the  militia,  but  oaXy  this,  that  a 
militia  raised  by  individual  influence  was  more 
formidable  to  the  United  States  than  a  standing 
army  ever  could  be.  He  thanked  God  that  the 
Grovemment  of  the  country  was  not  left  entirely 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  he  believed 
that  they  would  make  most  wretched  work  of  it. 
There  were  other  branches  likewise.  As  to  weak- 
ening the  army  for  fear  that  it  should  enslave  us, 
he  thought  it  fike  a  man  blunting  the  edge  of  his 
axe.  for  fear  that  he  should  cut  his  foot  with  it. 

On  dividii^  on  this  amendment,  there  were 
only  twenty-six  yeas. 

Mr.  GiLBB  then  moved,  as  an  amendment,  at 
the  end  of  the  third  section,  that  "no enlistment 
shall  be  made  after  three  yrars  from  the  time  of 
passiidtg  this  bill." 

Mr.  HiLLHODSB  could  see  no  harm  in  this  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Giles.  It  was  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  rose.  The  bill,  with  the 
amendments,  was  repotted  to  the  House. 


A  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded,  further 
to  amend  the  said  bill,  by  striking  out  of  the  15th' 
section,  the  words  "  and  that  it  shall  also  be  law- 
ful for  him,"  and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
words  "  that  the  legion  shail  be  reduced  to  the 
number  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  men,  and 
the  proportioned  number  of  officers,  whenever 
there  shall  be  a  peace  with  the  Indian  tribes ;  and 
that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  ^bsidvnt  op  the 
United  Statbs:"  And  it  passed  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  25,  nays  58,  as  follows ; 

TxAS.— Tbeodoms  Bail^,  Thomu  Blount,  Thranas 
P.  Caniea,  Thomu  Claibome,  Isaac  Coles,  William  J. 
DftWBOD,  Henry  Dearborn,  William  B.  Giles,  William 
B.  GroTe,  George  Hancock,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Aaron 
Kitchell,' Matthew  Locke,  William  I^ao,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  James  Madison,  Joseph  McDowell,  Anthony 
New,  John  Nicholas,  John  Page,  John  Smilie,  Israel 
Smith,  Thomas  Tredwril,  Abraham  Venable,  and 
Paine  Winnte. 

NATs^Piiher  Ames,  John  Beat^  Lemuel  Benton, 
Elias  Boodinot,  Benjamin  Bourne,  David  Cobb,  Peleg 
Co6m,  Joshua  Coit,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Geo^e  Dent^ 
Gabriel  Duvall,  Benjamin  Edwanb,  William  Findley, 
Thomas  Fitsaimona,  Dwight  Foster,  Henry  Glenn,  Ben- 
jamin Goodhue,  James  Gfordon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Robert 
Goodloe  Harper,  Thomas  Hartley,  John  Heath,  James 
Hillhouae,  William  Hindman,  Samuel  Holten,  John 
Hunter,  William  Irvhie,  John  Wilkes  Kittoa,  Amasa 
Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Francta  HaOmne,  Alex- 
ander Mebane,  William  Mon^[omery,  Andrew  Moore, 
William  Vans  Murray,  Joseph  Neville,  Nathaniel  Niles, 
Alexander  D.  Oit,  Andrew  Pickens,  Frauds  Preston, 
Thomas  Scott,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Samuel  Smith, 
William  Smidi,  Thomas  Sprigg,  Zephaniah  Swift, 
George  Thatcher,  Uriah  Trat^,  Jonathan  Trumbull, 
LlTohn  E.  Tan  Allen,  Philip  Tan  CorUandt,  Peter  Van 
!  Gaasbeck,  Peleg  Wadaworth,'  Jeremiah  Wadawortlk 
,  f  ohn  Watts,  Boijamin  Williams,  Richaxd  Winn,  and 
"oeeph  Winston. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  further  to  amend 
the  saiS  bill,  by  adding  to  the  end  of  the  first  sec- 
tion the  followiiig  words :  "for  thejiroteetion  and 
security  of  the  United  States  agunst  foreign  in- 
rasion,  and  against  the  Indian  tribes And  it 
passed  in  the  negatiTe — yeas  36,  nays  44,  as  fi^ 
lows; 

TEAs^Theodonu  Bailey,  Lemuel  Braton,  Thomas 
Blount,  Thoma*  P.  Carnea,  Thomaa  Claiborne,  Isaac 
Coles,  Henry  Dearborn,  Gabriel  Dnvall,  Benjamin  Ed* 
wards,  WilUam  Findley,  Nicholas  Gihnan,  Chrlatophar 
Greenup,  William  Barn^  Grove,  Carter  B.  Harruon, 
John  Heath,  Matthew  Locke,  WUIiam  Lyman,  Na- 
thanid  Macon,  James  Madison,  JoaerA  McDowdl, 
Alexander  Mebane,  Andiew  Moore,  Anditmy  New, 
John  Nicholas,  NaOanid  Niks,  John  Page,  Fianeis 
Preaton,  John  S.  Sherburne,  Jdba  Smilie,  ^ael  Smidi, 
Thomas  Tredwell,  Philip  Tan  Cortland^  Abraham 
VeiuUe,  Francia  Walker,  Beiyamin  Williama,  and 
Joseph  Winston. 

NiTt. — Fi>her  Ames,  EUas  Boudinot,  Kieaidashnb 
Bourne,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  David  Cobb,  Pel^ 
Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  William  J.  Dawson,  Jonathan 
Dayton,  Samuel  Dexter,  Thomas  Fitaunona,  Dwight 
Foster,  Henry  Glenn,  James  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg, 
llomas  Hartley,  James  Hillhouse,  William  Hindman, 
Samuel  Holteii,  John  Hunter,  William  Irvine,  Jtiok 
Wi&ea  Ktttera,  Amasa  Learned,  Francis  Malbone, 
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William  Montgomen,  Waium  Vuu  Mnimy,  Joieph 
Neville,  Alexsttder  D.  On,  Andrew  Fic^eiu,  Tbomu 
Seott,  Thaodora  Sedgwick,  Samuel  Smith,  WilUun 
Smi^  Thomu  Sprigg,  Zephaniah  Swift,  George 
Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Tnunboll,  John  E. 
Van  AU^  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Peleg  Wadaworth, 
Jeremiah  Wadgworth,  Paine  Wingate,  and  Richard 
Winn. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments agreed  to,  be  eugroswd,  and  read  the  diird 
lime  to-morrow. 


Satcrdat,  February  14. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  coDtinuiog  and  regulating 
the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  repealing  sundry  acts  heretofore  passed  on 
thai  subject,  was  read  the  third  time  and  |nssed. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committe  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  making  further  provision 
tor  the  support  of  Public  Credit,  and  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  Public  Debt;  whieh  was  read 
twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  Committee  of  Clatms,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petitioa  of  William  Sey- 
mour, made  a  report ;  which  was  read.  Where- 
npon, 

Seeolved,  That  William  Seymonr  be  placed  on 
the  list  of  invalid  pensioners,  as  bein^  entitled  to 
the  half-pay  of  a  Captain,  in  lieu  oi  his  present 
pension,  to  commence  on  the  5th  day  of  March 
next,  to  be  paid  in  the  same  manner,  and  at  the 
aune  times,  that  inralid  pensioners  are  now  paid. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  uul  that  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  do  prepare  and  brinff  in  the  same. 

Mr.  BoDDiNOT,  from-  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  report  of  the  Attorney  General 
of  such  tables  of  fees  and  rt^ulatioos  as  are  |)ro- 
per  to  be  established  for  the  Courts  of  the  United 
Stat^  made  a  report }  which  was  read.  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  the  table  of  fees  reported  by  the 
Attorney  Uenerat  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
members;  and  the  consideration  thereof  be  refer- 
red to  the  next  Congress. 

Besohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  coatinue  the  act,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  ascertain  the  fees  in  Admiralty  proceedings 
in  the  District  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
fox  other  purposes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Boitdimot,  Mr.  Kittbba, 
omA  Mr.  Shbbbornb,  be  a  cimunittee  pursuant  to 
the  last  session. 

Mr.  CoiT,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  joint  restdution,  respecting  certain  laws 
of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  Northwest 
of  the  River  Ohio,  passed  the  first  day  of  August, 
1792;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Dattom,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  credentials  of  Aaron 
Kitchell,  and  of  Robert  Qoodloe  Har^r,  returned 
to  serve  as  members  of  this  House  m  the  room 
of  Abraham  Clark  and  Alexander  Gillon,  made 
a  report,  as  follows : 

"  Thai  it  aggtm,  ftwn  a  o«rtifictte  Mgned  1^  the 


Governor  of  dw  Strta  ei  Mew  Jawnnid  oafa  Ai 
teal  of  the  said  State,  that  Aaron  ^teheU  msU; 

elected  toaerve  in  the  House  BcpreaMitativnaf  ftt 
United  States,  in  the  room  of  Atsaham  CUik,deotMi 
That  it  also  ai^ears,  from  a  certificate  ngned  b;  At 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Sonth  Carolina,  with  thesnlflf 
the  said  State  annexed,  that  Robert  Goodloe  Hsrpnmi 
duly  elected  to  serve  in  the  House  of  RepreeentiliTHti 
the  United  States,  in  the  room  of  Alexandei  GiU(iii,jt- 
ceased. 

"SeMbedf  as  the  ojonitm  of  Ae  cmnn^tee, TW 
Aaron  Kitchell  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  dds  How,a 
one  of  Ae  RepresentativeB  fin*  &e  State  of  New  Jeo^, 
in  room  of  Abraham  Cla^  deceased. 

"  Resohxd,  as  Uie  opinion  of  the  committee,  TW 
Robert  Goodloe  Harper  is  entitled  to  eeatin  the  Emm, 
as  one  of  the  Representativea  for  the  State  of  8^ 
Carolina,  m  the  room  of  Alexand«  Gillon,  decand.* 

The  report  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to. 

DEBTS  DUE  THE  GOVERNimiT. 
The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Heath,  weot  into 
a  Committee,'on  the  bill  for  the  more  efiectwlK- 
covery  of  debts  dne  from  individuals  to  the  Vtaai 
States. 

The  first  section,  which  produced  a  debtie  rf 
some  length,  was  in  these  words : 

Sac.  1.  Beit  enacted  bv  the  SenaU  and  Bam<l 
RepretentaHvea  of  the  Diuted  Siatet  of  Amtrita  ■ 
Congreis  auemiud.  That  the  CompboIIa-d^lbcTm- 
enry  DC,  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  ismie  a  nodfaw 
to  any  person,  who  has  received  moneys,  for  «liidt  k 
is  accountaUe  to  the  United  States,  or  to  die  ex**" 
or  adminiatrator  of  such  person,  if  he  be  decetfld,  »■ 
qahing  him  to  render  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Tretmy, 
within  '         months,  all  his  accoosl*  *■ 

vondwn  fiir  the  expenditure  of  flie  sud 
con^whwHfing  a scfaednte  of  aB  cfauma  of  oedil, orm 
de&uh  tbveof;  to  remain  charged  with  the  auD9* 
advanced;  aad  aoits  ahaH  be  commenced  forlto«»s*> 
without  further  n^ice :    And  the  party  awsd  u  tte^ 
said,  shall  be  aubject  to  the  oosta  and  cfaaiges  d  m 
suits,  whether  die  ultimate  daeinon  duB  be  ii 
&vor  or  against  them." 

It  was  moved  to  strike  out  the  last  sentene^n^ 
td  insert  in  lieu  thereof  an  amendment,  signifyiil 
that  the  defendant  shall  not  recover  costs. 

Mr.  BooDihoT  stated  the  very  great  diffinwT 
of  ge^ng  a  settlement  at  the  Treasury  of  w 
United  Slates,  on  which  account  he  himself  ku 
been  put  to  the  utmost  difflctiliies,aa  weUasnMi^ 
other  persons  with  whom  he  was  acqtataW- 
This  cbnse  required  that  all  vouchers  shoaH  « 
lodged  at  the  Treasury.  Mr.  B.  had  known  Toed- 
ers  lodged  at  the  Treasury.  The  per»oDBag*>> 
called  tot  them,  with  the  official  receipts,  but  la 
the  coarse  of  years  could  not  get  them  bach  ag>i>- 
It  was  on  this  aeeount  entirely  tyraimieal  lo 
tempt  to  make  peojde  lodge  vouchers  in  such  8  pw*- 
where,  by  the  loss  of  the  papers,  or  their  Wj^ 
mislaid,  the  parties  concerned  might  be  leoam 
to  utter  ruin.  He  was  equally  averse  »  »* 
making  of  a  new  law  for  debtors  of  the  Sui& 
This  objection  referred  to  the  caMlvdiag  ek** 
of  the  section.  . 

Mr.  HiLLHODSE  vindicated  the  cfawaeter  «f  i" 
c^ers  of  the  Treasiuy. 
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Mr.  BoDDiNOT  explained  that  his  coraplaints 
went  only  to  blame  the  inanagemeDt  under  the 
old  CoQsiitutioQ^  but  things  had  heea  left  thea  la 
a,  state  of  inextricable  coafusion. 

Mr.  Wadswortr  would  not  oppose  the  bill  al- 
together, because  he  was  Tery  willing  that  public 
monejr  should  be,  if  possible,  recovered,  but  he 
could  see  no  occasion  for  new  and  arbitrary  laws, 
to  recover  it.  He  believed  ihai  out  of  every 
twenty  debtors  found  in  the  books  of  the  Trea- 
sary,  not  five  would  be  foood  to  owe  a  farthing. 
He  knew  many  persons  who  had  received  dis- 
charges in  full  at  the  Treasury,  and  who,  as  he 
had  no  doubt,  were  still  standing  chareed  with 
targe  sums  in  the  books  He  considered  tne  clause 
to  be  a  clause  of  tyranny  and  violence.  He  en- 
tered into  a  detail  of  the  frauds  committed  on  the 
creditors  of  the  public  during  the  war,  from  the 
villany  of  agents  and  speculators,  who  crowed  over 
Congress  itself.  At  the  Treasury,  clerks  were 
changing  ererjr  day,  and  such  a  scene  of  book-keep- 
ing was  exhibited  there,  as'  never  had  been  seen 
inj  where  else.  Officers  had  come  to  this  city 
irith  claims  consisting  of  but  a  single  line,  and 
brs4  to  wait  a  long  time,  and  borrow  money  to 
sapport  themselves,  and  could  not  get  the  plainest 
iccoont  settled.  Many  honest  men  had  been 
forced  to  settle  in  such  a  way^  that  they  were  re- 
luced  to  beggary  and  sent  to  jail;  and,  from  par- 
ticular circumstances,  the  most  honest  men  fared 
nrorsu  He  hadseenall  these  thius.  -  He  bad  felt 
them.  He  had  paid,  very  fully,  for  this  pait  of 
Ills  knowledge.  He  nientioQed  a  person  who 
wa£  seat  from  this  city  to  New  Hampshire  to 
lei  fifty  thousand  dollars  that  were  due  to 
nim.  when  he  went  there,  he  was  told  that 
there  was  nothing  in  the  Tre^isury.  He  came 
tMck  to  Philadelphia,  and,  at  the  end  of  two 
^ears,  he  was  forced  to  accept  pf  depreciated 
paper,  and  the  payment  was  stated  to  toe  public 
IS  made  in  specie.  Mr.  W.  could  not  help  pro- 
resting  against  thia  clause,  wiien  kc  knew  of  so 
suiny  people  who  had  been  ruined  by  their  con- 
nexions With  the  Treasury.  He  bad  escaped  ruin, 
Mit  others  were  not  so  Ittcky. 

Mr.  HiL|.iious£  did  not  approve  tfa^  nianner  in 
(rUch  the  gentleman  last  up  ^ke  of  the  Trea- 
Miry,  Dor  of  the  hardithips  said  to  be  imposed  by 
;his  law. 

Mr.  Hbatu  h^  the  highest  respect  Cor  the  geu- 
:Leman  from  Connecticut,  and  wondered  how  he 
;ould  think  it  possible  toat  an  act  of  tyranny 
iould  pass  under  the  prese4t  n^ild  Govemuent, 
vhioh  was  tine  admiration  of  the  world.  His 
aets  were  apecious,  hut  faUaoitrtis,  being  drawn 
rom  the  disastrous  period.'of  the  war. 

Mr.  WAD8wo«-ca  replied,  tbnt  he  did  not,  io- 
Ued,  expect  to  have  heard  of  an  act  of  tyranny 
indo-  this  Goyernawiitj  but  an  act  of  tyranny 
:bis  clause  most  certaiidy  was,  and  unfit  for  such 
I  Qoverntnent,  and  till  it  had  passed  into  a  law, 
le  should  continue  lo  call  it  tyrannical.  When 
Missed,  he  would  no  doubt  submit  to  it,  but  his 
Inward  opinion  would  still  be  (he  same,  and 
lis  heart  would  continue  to  feel  it  as  oppreesion. 
If  I  thought  (»aiil  Mr.  W.)  that,  1^  standing  here, 
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and  speaking  on  till  the  fourth  day  of  March,  I 
could  prevent  this  clause  from  passing,  and  that  I 
sboula  not  fall  down  with  fatigue,  I  declare  that 
I  would  rather  speak  gn,  than  consent  to  the  pass- 
ing of  the  bill,  as  it  now  stands.  The  g<;otleiau 
from  Virginia  says,  that  my  facts  are  speciuusand 
fallacious.  Facts,  however,  they  are,  and  if  they 
must  go  out  to  the  world,  rather  than  they  should 
go  out  as  specious  and  fallacious,  I  will,  myseU*, 
take  the  trouble  to  verify  them  from  the  pubUe 
records. 

Mr.  BouniNOT  knew  that  there  had  been  men 
laboring  for  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  to  get  a  set- 
tlement with  the  Treasury,  and  could  not  accom- 
plish it.  Their  accounts  were  in  such  a  condition 
that  it  would  require  the  ntost  e:^rt  accountant 
that  ever  was  in  Uie  service  of  the  Union,  a  year  or 
two  to  clear  them  up.  He  himself  had  been  la^ 
boring  for  ten  years  to  get  an  account  settled,  and 
could  not.  Other  accounts  he  had  wearied  him- 
self in  attempting  to  set  ended,  till  he  went  to  the 
office,  and  decU^  he  would  aot  quit  it  till  the 
matter  was  finished. 

Mr.  Lthan  wondered  that  any  body  would 
venture  to  call  a  bill  before  the  Committee  tyran- 
ny. The  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  h^ 
said  thatthese  old  accounts  were  in  such  acouused 
situation,  that  the  kw,  as  it  now  stands,  would  not 
do  to  get  them  cleared  up.  It  would  be  better, 
Mr.  L.  thought,  to  make  a  coDflagratitni  at  <HLce. 

Mr.  Wadswobth  rose  a  third  time.  He  woiUd 
not  thus  trifle  with  the  patience  of  the  Coanut- 
tee,  if  something  of  this  kind  had  not  really  been 
becoming  fashionable.  A  geotlemian  had  wonder- 
ed how  any  body  would  call  a  bill  before  that 
House  tyrannical.  It  was  yet  oaly  before  the 
Committee,  and,  therefore,  he  conceived  himaelf 
at  liberty  to  call  it  what  he  thoo^t  it.  Mueh  had 
been  said  to  day:  abotit  the  wimoas  oi  gentleuwii 
in  the  Treasury.  But  the  otbeE  day,  the  tone  wtfi 
quife  difiereat.  We  were  Iegi9laUirB,and  not  to  re- 
ceive.opinionsorisfonaetiDnf^om  any  body;  AMto 
burning  the  books,  Mr.  W.  did  not  approve  of  that 
neither.  It  would  be  much  better  to  let  matters 
go  on  as  they  are.  Mr.  W.  said,  that,  for  Jus 
part,  there  was  nobodv  who  stood  awte  indepen- 
dent that  iut  did,  either  as  to  public  or  private 
money,  ^e  was  all  open,  and  ready  to  meet  and 
answer  every  demand  of  every  sort,  that  the  world 
could  bring  against  him-  He  h^d  brought  more 
public  mqpey  to  be  acopunied  for  tlnm  any  man 
in  t])at  I^Hise ;  so  th^  oobody  could  suppose  him 
averse  to  getting^  justice  done  to  the  public  (rcmi 
their  debtors.  He  should  feel*  if  the  act  paand 
as  it  now  staadfl)  that  it  was  tjrranny  against  oany 
worthy  men  who  had  been  injured  ojt  tbs  pi^lie. 

Tha  antepdjnent  was  oa  a  diviuoa  aqgatired, 
and  the  clause  went  through,  in  suhstaace  as 
above.  Some  verbal  anuncuoents  were  made. 
The  bill  was  then  reported  to  tlie  House,  and 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a,  third 
reading  on  Monday. 


Monday,  February  16. 
An  engrossed  bill  for  the  more  effectual  jeoav- 
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OMfanm  ^  Ae  iSM e»  and 

of  Me  AbtMe  ^  S^mentaHva  .- 
X  bave  racdved  copies  of  two  Acts  of  the  Legislature 
of  Georgian-one  pamed  on  the  28th  da;  of  December, 
and  the  other  on  the  7th  day  of  January  last — for  ap- 
propriating and  selling  the  Indian  lands  within  the^r- 
titorial  limits  claimed  by  that  State.  These  copies, 
though  not  ofllciaUy  certified,  have  been  transmitted  to 
■ae  in  tach  a  manner  as  to  leave  no  room  to  doobt  their 
anthentici^.  These  Acts  embrace  an  t^ect  of  snch 
nugBilnde,  and  m  their  eonsequencea  may  bo  deeply 
«^ct  Ae  peace  and  wdftre  of  uie  United  States,  that 
I  have  thought  it  neoeasaiy  now  to  lay  them  before 
Congress. 

In  oonfidqpce,  I  also  forward  copies  of  seraraJ  docu- 
ments and  papers  receired  from  tne  Governor  of  the 
Southwestern  Territory.  By  these,  it  seems  that  hoe- 
tilitiea  with  the  Cherokeee  have  ceased,  and  that  there 
is  a  pleasing  prospect  of  a  permanent  pe&ce  with  that 
nation.  But,  from  all  the  conununieabons  of  the  Go- 
▼nnor,  it  appears  diat  the  Creeks,  in  small  parties,  con- 
tinua  &dr  d^pteda^ns,  and  it  is  uncertain  to  what 
thw  may  finally  lead. 

The  several  papers  now  communicated  deserve  the 
immediate  attention  of  Congress,  who  vrill  consider  how 
fcr  the  subjects  of  them  may  require  theb  cooperation. 

WASHINCa^DN. 

Unraii  &rATEs,  F^mtaty  17,  1796. 

The  aaid  Message  and  papers  were  read : 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to 
the  Acts  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  for  ap- 
propciatiag  and  selhog  the  IndiaD  lands  vitlun 
the  territorial  limits  claimed  by  that  Sute,  be  re- 
ferred to  Mr.  N1CUOLA6,  Mr.  Macdh,  Mr.  Mdb- 
,KAT,  Mr.  FiHDLsvl^Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Aueb, 
uid  Mr.  Shbrbdrnb,  with  instruction  to  examiDe 
the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  eame,  with 
their  opinion  thereupon,  to  tne  House. 

Ordered.  That  sucb  other  paru  of  the  said 
Message  as  relate  to  the  communications  from 
the  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  the  United 
States  South  of  the  river  (Miio,  be  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  nntoa. 

EXPORTATION  OF  LEAD, 

Mr.  F1TZ8UIOH8  mored  thai  a  bill  should  be 
nad  a  tUfd  tlAie  for  pecnkiitiiiz  the  ezportatioD 
of  lead.  A  former  bill,  whieh  ud  been  passed 
for  repealng  part  of  the  act  that  prohibits  the 
exportation  «  military  stores  from  the  United 
Slater,  was  fejected  by  the  Senate;  the  present 
bill,  which  bad  lain  over  for  sometime,  was,  on 
that  BQcount,  brought  forward.  Mr.  F.  aaid  that 
he  hoped  it  would  pass. 

Mr.  Venablf.  hoped  that  it  would  not  pa»s. 
Tfae  geotlemaa  for  whose  sake  thi»  bill  wau  in 
leality  introduced,  ought  wait,  as  well  as  other 
peojrie,  till  the  expiration  of  the  existing  law, 
whieh  was  10  be  in  May  next.  He  reprobated 
the  idea  of  legiskting  for  the  aake  ot'  an  indiri  ■ 

'  dmd,  aa  a  most  irregular  and  daii|!erous  prece- 
dent.  The  pers<m  had  imported  this  lead  with  a 

^«wled(a  of  tlw  kw  thai  prohibited  iu  being 
■eat  out  of  the  country  agaia.  This  law  might 
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gire  an  indiridual  an  advantage  over  otkir 
^e. 

Mr.  FrrzaiMONS  thought  that  this  to  At 
most  disorderly  reasoning  which  he  had  ere 
beard  m  the  House.  When  this  lead  w«  in- 
ported,  the  lew  tiiat  prohibited  its  being  expand 
aeain,  did  not  exist.  Mr.  F.  asked^  why  tbt 
House  might  not  legislate  for  an  individual  ?  A< 
for  waiting  till  the  month  of  May,  the  ship  wis 
bound  for  India,  and  must  sail,  if  she  sailed  atiH 
in  March  next.  When  the  prohibitory  lavptad 
the  arseaals  were  in  want  of  lead.  At  presat 
there  is  as  much  lead  iu  the  cotmtry  as  wodl 
supply  all  its  demand  fbr  seven  years.  Wkytha 
adhere  to  this  restriction  1 

Mr.  Djlyton  was  in  favor  of  the  b3L  Ht 
wished  that  the  other  had  gone  thronj^  tbt 
Senate. 

Mr.  KiTTBRA  coBsidered  the  reasooiDg  of  At 
gentleman. from  Virginia  [Mr.  VenableT as  Ai 
strangest  which  he  had  ever  heard  of.  Wc  fegis- 
late  every  other  day  for  individuals,  and  idkc 
their  names,  and  the  reascms  for  doing  so,  in  tk 
very  body  of  the  act.  He  could  not  Acn  ia- 
agine  why  it  should  be  opposed  at  this  time. 

A  member  said  that  he  would  oppose  it,  tt 
having  crept  into  the  House  in  an  extraordiBBi 
manner,  so  as  to  exclude  all  debate.  Hedxiril 
therefore  vote  agaiust  it. 

Mr.  GooDHtTE  saw  no  reason  whv  the  w 
should  not  pass,  merf^y  because  it  reuted  uo 
individual.  He  saw  no  reason  why  the  L^i»- 
ture  should  not  obli^  ati  individral^  vbrav 
eould  he  done  witboat  mjnring  the  poUic  iBtereA 
If  the  United  States  were  is  want  of  tbe  m- 
that  would  be  quite  another  tbicff. 

Mr.  Hartley  thought  that  this  lull  w  <^ 
posed  upon  extraordinary  grounds.  BeVK" 
Its  favor  for  reasons  similar  to  those  asagstd  n 
Mr.  GooimDB. 

Mr.  Datton  explained,  that  the  bill  had  ^ 
through  all  the  different  and  regular  sbapes;  j 
had  been  fully  canvassed  some  time  b^-  ! 
read  a  part  of  the  journals  to  illustrate  his ; 

tiODS.  j 

Mr.  O1LB8  said,  that  if  there  ever  had 
any  use  for  the  prMiihitory  act  in  questioB,  it  w  | 
DOW sQperiuovs.  Hemoved  torectHnmittheH-: 
to  a  select  oommtttee,  or  a  Committee  of  v 
Whole  House.  He  wished  for  a  repeal  of  v 
whole  bill,  not  a  partial  repeal  in  favor  of  a  re- 
ticular person. 

Mr.  KiTTBRA  contended  that  Mr.  Gtus  » 
Mr.  S.  Smitb  opposed  thabill  on  opposite  ptmo- 
ples.  Both  these  sentleraeQ  :iaid  that  they  tfaoag*|  1 
Mr.  R.  bad  roistalcen  their  meauiog.  Heim)^ ! 
that  there  \vas  an  opposition  which  oppospJ*'! 

Mr.  Sbdoviok  could  not  see  the  use  <rf  hu*^  | 
iug  this  bill  passing.    The  lead  is  now  Ifinf  ■  j 
ballast,  and  if  it  does  not  go,  specie  must  be I 
instead  of  it.   Why  not  unshackle  this  prtp*!- 
which  is  now  useless,  and  bring  it  into  acOnO' 
What  good  was  to  be  got  by  continuing  the  ^ 
bihition,  Mr.  8.  aaid  he  was  totally  ■■k*!*'^ 
comprehending.    As  to  die  eonunitaieet-  tbic 


BsBfOfta^m  of  head. 
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also  was,  in  every  poxmt  of  riew,  entirely  beyond 
his  conjecture  as  to  any  rational  end  proposed  by 
It. 

•  Mr.  B.  BoDBHB  was  not  much  inter es ted 
"whetber  the  bill  passed  or  not.  But  be  had 
another  serious  consequence  to  observe  on,  and  that 
was  the  great  waste  of  time  on  such  a  thing, 
Wben  so  great  a  mass  of  business  was  before  the 
House.  This  bill  had  at  differeat  times  taken  up 
three  days,  and  had  been  fully  discussed.  The 
session  was  drawing  to  a  close,  and  he  enueated 
that  the  question  might  be  takbn. 

The  bul  was  then  passed— ayes  50,  noes  not 
counted. 

OKGANIZATION  OF  THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  M^ole  House  on  die  bill  to  provide 
for  oi^nizinir,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  Militia 
of  the  United  States. 

On  the  first  clause,  Mr.  Swirr  proposed  as  an 
amendment  to  strike  out  the  words  twenty,  and 
insert  eighteen,  tbat  the  age  at  wliich  persons 
were  to  be  enrolled  in  the  select  corps,  might  be 
from  eighteen  to  twenty-five  years. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  and  Mr.  Irvine  were  both  against 
this  amendment,  and  stated  the  numerous  inconve- 
'  niences  which  attended  the  attempt  of  converting 
boys  into  soldiers.  The  former  gentleman  quoted 
.  the  Memoirs  of  the  once  celebrated  and  still  mem- 
orable Dumourier,  who  remonstrated  to  the  Con- 
▼entiou  at  Paris  on  this  mode  of  recruiting. 

Mr.  Datton  differed  from  these  two  gentlemen. 
He  preferred  eighteen  as  an  amendment.  Per- 
sons at  that  age  could  be  more  easily  spared  than 
when  they  were  older,  and  engaged  in  business, 
and  very  likely  married.  Boys  at  ei^teen  would 
also  learn  the  exercise  faster  than  when  twenty- 
five  years  old. 

Mr.  FiTzstMONa  said,  that  the  gentleman  had 
only  looked  at  one  side  of  the  question.  What 
would  be  the  situation  of  a  man  with  eight  or  ten 
apprentices  called  away  for  twenty-days  at  a  time? 
They  would  not  be  fit  for  the  duties  of  a  soldier. 
He  should  even  have  preferred  twenty-one  to 
twenty.  He  imagined  that  this  would  be  a  real 
discouragement  to  manufactures.  The  young 
men  returning  to  their  employments  might  be  less 
disposed  for.  attending  to  them. 

On  a  division  the  amendment  was  rejected — 
ayes  39,  noes  40. 

There  was  part  of  a  clause  in  the  first  section 
in  these  words:  "  All  able-bodied  white  niale  citi- 
zens." It  was  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
White. . 

Mr.  ErrcnsLL  said,  that  if  the  word  white  was 
•trtickput,he  hoped  that  6Iac/e  would  beiaserted,as 
it  was  necessary  that  the  militia  should  all  be  of  one 
color.  White  men  would  not  stand  in  the  same 
nnk  with  a  negro. 

Another  member  said,  tlmt  he  was  not  for  a 
speckled  militia. 

Mr.  Blount  replied  that,  in  the  Southern 
States,  there  was  a  numerous  class  of  men,  who 
were  neither  whites  nor  blacks,  but  jnvUttoes. 


tH.opfti 


It  was  not  understood  to  be  diagmeefol  to  mtto 

in  the  ranks  with  them. 

A  member  from  one  of  the  Southern  States  de- 
clared that  he  was  sure  it  was  so  considered  in 
Maryland  and  Virginia.  He  remarked,  however^ 
that  the  subject  was  obviously  and  fextremely  im- 
proper for  puUie  discussion.  He  had  before  ob- 
served thb  to  the  House,  wiien  Mr.DsxTBB  mnde 
a  motion  referring  to  die  sune  snbjeot.  [This 
was  in  the  debate  aboot  the  natttraUzation  bttl, 
when  Mr.  Dextgk  proposed  that  foreign  nolulity 
should  not  he  admitted  as  citizens  of  America  tlU 
they  first  renotmced  tb'e  possession  of  slaves.}  As 
the  gentleman  did  not  think  his  observations  pn^ 
per  for  the  public  ear,  it  would  be  an-  ungmteAd 
trespass  on  the  indnlgmee  of  the  Hoose  ts- at- 
tempt a  recital. 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

The  Committee  now  rose.  The  CiMunnAn 
reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again.  ' 


Wednesday,  February  18. 

An  eitfrossed  bill  for  the  mora  general  pHMonl- 
gation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  .States  ma  nad 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  biU  to  provide  A>i  catting  fdrth 
the  Militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  inaurtcction&^and  repel  iuvastons,  and  to 
repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for  those  purpows,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  enabling  Oeorge  Ctibbs  to  ob- 
tain a  drawback  of  duties  on  certain  exported  wines 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief*^  Willianv  Sey- 
mour was  read  the  third  time,  and  paned. 

A  memorial  of  Joka  Rntledge,  administrator  of 
Thomas  Rutledge,  deceased,  was  presented  to  the 
House,  and  read,  praying  the  liquidation  and  set- 
tlement of  a  claim  for  the  services  of  this  deeeascnd, 
as  a  Deputy  Commissary  Gleneral  of  rnrcbwioo 
for  the  Southern  Department  String  tke  late  wu. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  ref«rired  Co 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instnutink 
to  examine  the  same,  and  repent  bis  opinion  ihera- 
upon  to  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  Samuel  Weir,  Representative  of 
the  People  South  of  French  Broad  Rivu*,  in  be- 
half of  himself  and  his  constituents,  Was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read,  praying  that  the  right  of 
pre-emption  to  certain  lands  which  they  purcoased 
of  the  Indians,  and  have  since  been  ceded  to  the 
United  States  by  the  treaties  of  Seneka  and  of 
Hobton,  may  be  secured  to  the  memorialists,  md 
they  be  permitted  to  settle  theremi. 

Ordered,  That  die  sud  memorial  be  referred 
to  Mr.  HiLLHODSB,  Mr.  Isvtif i,  and  Mr.  WALKsfti 
that  they  do  examine  the-  matter  th«reof,  au 
report  the  same,  with  their  ophtion  therenpon,  to 
the  House. 

A  memorial  of  Gunning  Bedford,  Judge  of  ^ 
District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  tbe  State 
of  Delaware,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  lead, 
stating  tht  insufficiency  of  the  salary  allowed  him 
iff  law,.Bnd  pnyiag        the  saMe  mny  b».iir- 
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ereased,  aod  rendered  more  adequate  to  his  ler- 
vices. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referf  ed  to 
Hr.  Dexter,  Mr.  Kittbra,  and  Mr.  Harrisoh  ; 
that  they  do  ezemine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 
port the  same,  with  their  opinicm  thereupon,  to 
the  House. 

A  petition  of  James  Strange,  of  the  town  of 
Manchester,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read,  praying  a  reihission  of  the 
duties  accruing  on  a  quantity  of  salt,  the  property 
of  the  petitioner,  which  was  lost  in  consequence 
of  the  vessel  in  which  it  was  laden  having  been 
drove  OQ  shore  in  a  gate  of  wind,  and  hi^d  at 
Rockett's  Landing,  in  the  said  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  he  referred  to 
Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  Parker,  and  Mr.  Winoate  ;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

AsMAwd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  report  the  compensations  given  to 
the  oflSeers  employed  in  the  maoagement  of  the 
revenue  arising  from  stills  and  distifled  spirits,  not 
included  in  his  report  of  the  seventeenui  instant, 
together  with  the  number  of  officers  employed  in 
each' State. 

Mr.  Jerehiab  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 

g>inted,  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert 
arton,  and  others;  which  was  read  twice,. and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time 
on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Ahbs,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  Amelie,  Adelaide,  Me- 
lanin and  Silvie  de  Grasse,  foiur  daughters  of  the 
late  Count  de  Chasse,  made  a  report ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  immediately. 

COUNT  DE  GRASSE'S  HEIRS. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  on  a 
memorial  from  the  four  daughters  of  the  late  Ad- 
miral Count  de  Grasse.  It  was  read,  with  the  report 
from  a  select  committee,  which  proposed  to  give 
each  of  these  ladies,  who  are  now  residing  in 
Boston,  and  in  indigent  circumstances,  a  thousand 
dollars,  in  consideration  of  the  important  services 
rendered  by  their  lather  to  the  United  States.'  To 
this  proposal  the  Committee  agreed,  and  the  Chair- 
man reported  the  resolution. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  report. 

Mr.  Macoh  objected  that  though  the  claims  of 
die  petitioners  were  strong,  yet  they  were  not  more 
so  than  those  of  multitudes  of  others.  On  the  very 
day  when  we  have  come  to  a  resolution  to  receive 
no  mote  pey  tions  from  our  fellow-citizens,  we  are 
going  to  give  so  large  a  sum  at  once  to  foreigners. 
He  was  aware  that  the  Count  do  Grasse  had  done 
eminent  services  to  America,  and  he  felt  them  as 
much  as  any  person,  but  still  he  saw  no  reason  for 
preferring  these  petitioners,  wheu  there  were  likely 
an  hundred  of  the  officers  of  De  Grasse,  or  of  Ro- 
■cluunbeau's  army,  that  were  in  this  country,  and 
ki  wanL 

-  Mr.  Deztbr  said,  that  if  there  ever  was  a  case 
where  it  wo«ld  be  proper  to  act  first,  and  there- 


after try  to  find  reasons  for  vriutt  h^  bea  doic, 
this  was  such  a  case. 

The  report  was,  on  a  division,  agreed  to  byi 
great  majority — sixty-one  gentlemrai  riuwintli 
affirmative.  The  resolution  is  in  the  fwomig 
words: 

Heeolvedf  That,  in  consideration  of  the  extiw 
dinary  services  rendered  the  United  States  b;  ibt 
iate  Count  de  Grasse^  in  the  year  one  thoosuJ 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-ooe,  on  the  argcot  r- 
quest  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Amoi- 
can  forces,  beyond  the  term  limited  for  his  co-ope 
ration  witn  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  then 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  Amelie,  Adelaide,  Melinic 
and  Silvie  de  Grasse,  daughters  of  the  late  Cam 
de  Graw,  respectively,  the  sum  of  one  tbooud 
dollars. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pv- 
suant  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Am 
Mr.  Madison,  and  Bib.  Qiuian,  do  preptre  ud 
bring  in  the  same. 

ORGAMZATION  OF  THE  MILITIA. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  moved  that  the  House  dH»li 
agreeably  to  the  order  of*  the  day,  resoWe  ilsrf 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  fw 
organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  Militii. 

Mr.  Dayton  declared  himself  opposed  to  ihii 
motion,  as  it  would  lead  to  a  needless  waste  d 
time  upon  a  subject  or  system  *which  theyshooy 
be  unable  to  mature  in  the  little  time  which  R- 
maincd  of  the  present  session.  He  said,  that  do 
one  was  more  perfectly  convinced  of  the  iitdfr 
ciency  of  the  present  system,  or  more  zeaJoo^ 
disposed  to  amend  it  than  he  himself  was;  buttht 
discussion  which  this  bill  had  already  miergotit 
was  sufficient  to  satisfy  his  mind  that  they  ooght 
to  postpone  the  decision  upon  a  |dan  so  new 
important  until  their  next  meeting.  Heicbiow 
ledged  that,  in  proposing  this  postponemeot  ht 
was  very  much  influenc«l  by  a  belief  that  then 
was  wanting  not  only  time,  but  a  proper  temper 
and  dis[>osition  to  do  justice  to  the  subject, and  to 
inquire  into  and  remedy  all  the  defects  wkichbi^ 
occurred  or  could  be  pointed  out,  under  the  eiist- 
ing  Militia  Laws.  It  was  easy  to  foresee  thii 
nothing  effectual  would  be  done  by  the  presot 
Hoiise,  and  to  proceed  further  would  therefore  b( 
useless,  especially  as  there  was  other  busiopssii 
progress^  whicb  could  not  be  delayed  witboai  toj 
great  injury.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  0» 
mittee  m  the  Whole  be  discharaed  from  Ae  A** 
&er  consideration  of  the  bill.  This  would  mpi^ 
sede  the  motion  nude  by  his  collmgne, 
successful,  be  should  afterwards  move  that  a 
cient  number  of  copies  be  jH'inted  and  circuhin 
for  public  information.  The  members  wooli  ^ 
this  means,  have  it  in  their  power  to  learn,  is  tb( 
recess,  the  sentiments  of  their  constitaentsjasil^ 
better  prepared  the  next  winter  as  to  this  unpofr 
ant  bmncn  of  legislation  than  they  seemed  to* 
to  be. 

The  question  fbr  discharging  the  CommiitM" 
the  Whole  was  put  and  earned  without  a  di*^*: 
and,  «D  motion,  it  was.  ordoed  that  a  thoo^ 
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copies  should  be  printed  and  dunened  through  the 
States. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  on  the  bill 
making  farther  provision  for  the  support  of  Public 
Credit  and  for  (he  redemption  ot  the  Public  Debt 

Mr.  HiLLHODSE  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
clause  of  the  bill,  and  said,  that  if  the  provisioa 
ccntemplated  in  this  bill  for  non-subscribing  cre- 
ditOTs  had  any  intimate  connexion  with  a  perma- 
nent and  systematic  plan  for  the  reduction  ^  the 
PaUic  Debt,  his  solicitude  for  the  adoptimi  of  the 
latter  would  make  him  unwilling  to  oojeet  to  the 
former ;  but,  from  a  critical  attention  to  the  snb- 
ject,  and  the  Report  of  the  late  Secretary  of  the 
Treuory,  he  cannot  find  that  a  rejection  of  this 
provision  will  at  all  derange  the  system.  He 
begged  leave  to  premise  his  observation  with  one 
remark,  which  was,  that  no  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee had  a  higher  opinion  of  or  greater  respect 
for  the  talents  and  integrity  of  the  late  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  or  more  lamented  the  loss  of 
them  to  the  public  than  himself;  that  his  opinion 
had  always  oeen  in  favor  of  referring  to  the  Se- 
cretary oi  the  Treasury,  whose  official  duty  it  was 
to  be  mfiHmed,  for  information  and  plans  on  the 
subject  of  finance,  and  that  the  fund  of  useful  in- 
formation contained  in  this  report  was  a  striking 
proof  of  the  correctness  of  that  opinion ;  but  he 
never  supposed  himself  bound  to  an  implicit  adop- 
tioo.  such  plans  as  mi^ht  be  reported.  It  was 
his  duty  to  examine  and  judge  for  himself. 

Consistency  of  conduct,  and  impartial  jus- 
tice to  all.  was,  in  his  opinion,  as  important  for 
the  preservation  of  our  oational  character,  as  the 
punctual  payment  of  our  debts.  Will  not  the 
adoption  of  this  provision,  which  gives  better  terms 
to  the  non-subscribing  creditors  tnan  to  those  who 
have  placed  confidence  in  your  Qovemment  and 
cheerfully  complied,  be  [tartial  t  Will  there  be 
consistency  in  our  conduct,  when,  but  a  few  ses- 
sions since,  we  almost  unanimously  rejected  a 
petition  from  one  class  of  those  creditors,  and,  as 
far  as  was  possible,  made  a  Legislative  declaration 
that  no  better  provision  ought  or  should  be  madel 
And  would  it  H  honorable  now,  since  a  great  pro- 
portion of  these  creditors,  in  consequence  of  the 
njectiott  of  their  petitions  and  despairing  of  better 
terms,  have  subscribed  to  your  Loans,  to  turn  im- 
mediately around,  as  soon  as  we  have  got  them 
bound,  and  make  a  better  provision  for  those  who 
still  refuse  a  compliance  ?  The  reasoning  of  the 
late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  favor  of  this 
principle,  is  too  nice,  and  proves  too  much,  and 
cannot  be  carried  into  execution.  Will  not  these 
observations  extend  even  to  the  old  twenty  dollar 
notes  of  1775,  many  of  which  are  now  in  posses- 
sion of  persons  who  received  them,  and  were  com- 
pelled by  law  to  receive  them,  as  gold  and  silver, 
in  payment  of  their  old  debts.  The  fact  is,  that 
at  the  close  of  the  late  war,  and  even  at  the  time 
of  estftbli^n^  the  present  Government,  a  literal 
complianee  with  all  the  then  existing  contracts 
and  engagements,  was  well  known  and  generally 
understood  to  be  wholly  impracticable.  Thu  Ch- 
Tonmeni,  therefore,  oSTered  such  terms  aa  they 


[H.OPR. 


thought  jnst  and  equitable,  and  within  the  compan 
of  their  ability  to  fulfil ;  and,  in  the  same  act,  held 
up  the  idea  that  no  better  provision  would  be  made 
for  non-subscribing  creditors,  for  they  were  to  have 
only  four  per  cent.,  though  theircontract  said  six. 
Was  not  this  more  than  a  tacit,  was  it  not  an  ex- 
plicit declaration,  that  no  creditor  ought  to  hesi- 
tate about  subscribing,  for  these  were  the  best 
terms  that  would  be  given  1  And  whatever  we 
tnay  say  about  the  creditor  having  voluntarily 
given  up  his  claim,  if  we  did  not  give  an  opinion 
to  receive  the  money  at  the  Treasury,  or  to  sub- 
scribe the  Loan,  it  was  in  a  degree  alorced  Loan. 
This^  however,  throws  no  imputation  on  the  Qo- 
vemment,  for  they  did  all  that  they  were  bound 
in  honor  or  justice  (all  circumstances  considered) 
to  do ;  and  every  creditor  ought,  and  evert  rea- 
sonable creditor  will  be  satisfied.  And  to  depart 
from  the  terms  then  held  out,  or  to  give  better 
terms  now,  would  be  unjust,  and,  in  his  opinion, 
lessen  instead  of  strengthening  the  confidence  of 
the  people  in  the  Government.  In  times  of  peace 
and  prosperity,  and  when  our  resources  are  ample, 
there  is  no  doubt  of  our  having  sufficient  credit. 
But  if  reverse  of  fortune  should  throw  our  affairs 
into  some  derangement,  and  we  should  be  oUiged 
to  come  forward  with  new  terms  or  propositions 
for  obtaining  farther  loans  or  credit,  would  not 
every  one  be  disinclined  to  accept  them,  onder  an 
apprehension  that  those  who  hung  back  mi^ht 
fare  better?  Whatwould  have  been  the  situation 
of  the  United  States  if  all  had  rejected  the  terms? 
Would  it  have  been  in  their  power  to  make  a  like 
provision  for  the  whole  Deot?  And  is  it  just 
that  this  class  of  creditors  should  derive  an  advan- 
tage from  the  ready  compliance  of  others?  How 
would  it  be  in  the  case  of  an  individual  ? — and  I 
believe  the  same  rules  are  to  be  observed  to  pre- 
serve the  honor  and  credit  of  public  bodies  as  that 
of  indi  viduals.  Would  it  be  considered  honorable 
for  a  merchant  whose  affairs  by  misfortune  should 
become  embarrassed,  and  he  unable  to  make  prompt 
payment  of  all  his  debts,  to  offer  to  his  cremtors  to 
pay  them  without  interest,  or  at  a  certain  rate 
upon  the  pound ;  and  after  a  great  jifkoportion  of 
his  creditors  had  subocribed  to  his  terms,  to  pay 
the  remainder  the  full  amount  of  their  debts  in 
money,  and  that,  too,  when  there  could  be  no  com- 
pulsory process  against  him  7  If  such  an  individ- 
ual meant  to  preserve  his  credit  and  character,  he 
must  do  equal  jnstiee  to  all;  and  so  must  the 
United  States.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  doing 
this,  by  making  provision  to  pay  the  principal  m 
the  unsubscribed  Debt  in  the  year  1801,  when  de- 
ferred stock  begins  to  bear  an  interest  of  six  per 
cent.,  and  then  to  pay  the  arrears  of  interest  by 
instalments,  so  arranged  that  the  non-subscribing 
creditors,  though  they  receive  the  nominal  amount 
of  their  interest,  yet,  that  at  the  time  of  receiving 
the  same,  the  value  of  three  per  cent,  stock  ana 
the  interest  which  may  have  been  paid  thereon, 
shall  be  equal  thereto.  We  have  passed  a  Uw  this 
very  session  to  open  the  Loan  still  further  to  Donr 
subscribing  creditors,  and  to  {my  a  like  interest  to 
such  as  shall  not  nibscribe,  as  is  paid  in  the  ftmded 
Debt.  It  is  therefore  anneoesaary  and  improper 
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to  do  anythiBg  further  on  that  subject  at  this: 
seauoo. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  said,  that  the  gentleman  who 
mode  the  motion  [Mr.  HillhodseT]  and  his  friend  . 
[Mr.  QooDHDE,]  who  had  secooded  it.  had  sub- 
milted  such  reaaoDs  as  neither  his  feeling  nor  his 
principtes  would  permit  him  to  pass  in  silence. 
With  the  latter  gentleman  he  had  the  happiness, 
during  the  arduous  struggle  which  accompanied 
the  Funding  System,  perfectly  to  concur  in  con- 
Hnct,  and  tiU  now,  as  ne  had  always  believed^  in 
the  principles  usomed  and  in  the  objects  pro- 
posed.. 

In  an  untried  system  of  GoTemment,  and  igno- 
nat  the  Rational  resources,  a  provision  for  the 
Public  Debt,  the  price  of  our  Freedom  and  Inde- 
pendence, presented  difficulties  almost  insurmount- 
able ;  as  Bit  who  partieipated  in  the  labors  of  that 
day  would  remouber.  It  might  then  have  been 
beliered,  that  a  provision  on  the  precise  terms  of 
the  contract,  was  beyond  the  ability  of  the  coun- 
try, and  therefore,  that  the  Government  was  under 
DO  obligation  to  make  the  attempt  This  was  not 
the  foundation  on  which  the  Funding  System  was 
eaiabliflhed.  It  might  also,  at  that  time,  have  been 
assumed  aa  a  prinoii^e,  that  the  public  securities 
purported  an  obligation  greater  than  justice  re- 
quired should  be  performed ;  and  that,  therefore,  a 
system  of  depreciation  ought  in  this  instance  to 
be  applied,  as  in  the  case  of  the  currency.  Nei- 
thn  was  die  principle  assumed. 

The  Goverament  imdertook,  as  in  honor  and 
Cosseienee  bound,  to  perfona  the  public  engage- 
mants  [  or  to  pay  for  a  new  modification,  a  valua- 
ble, an  hcaeet  equivalent.  Unacquainted  with  the 
competency  of  the  resources  which  were  con- 
tomj^ted,  It  was  thought  of  great  importance  to 
procure  the  consent  of  the  creditors  to  lessen  the 
{{Vantum  of  the  immediate  provison.  To  procure 
ix,  it  was  declared,  that  .the  equivalent  must  not 
b«  Bominai  only,  but  real.  That  the  consent  must 
not  be  compulsory,  but  voluntary.  And  it  was 
further  declared,  in  the  very  act  for  funding  the 
Debt,  tliat  act  which  was  mtended  to  secure  the 
p«blicfaith  and  the  pablic  confidence,  that  nothing 
which  it  contained  should  be  construed  to  impair 
the  obligation  of  the  Government  to  make  com- 
plete provision  for  the  B(m-fiubaoribing  creditors. 
Hence,  the  provision  which  the  bill  contemplated, 
so  far  from  being^  was  now  suggested,  an  in- 
fiiagement  of  the  Funding  System,  was  pursuing 
not  only  theq>irit,  but  was  in  exact  conformity  to 
the  sti|Hilation8  and  a  fulfilment  of  the  solemn  en- 
gafsments  it  expressed.  While  we  were  igno- 
rant of  the  productiveness  of  the  revenue,  the  Go- 
veniment  was  justified  in  paying  to  the  new  sub- 
scribing creditors  no  greater  amount  than  was 
paid  to  those  who  had  accepted  the  terms  which 
had  been  ofiered. .  At  this  time,  white  calculating 
on  reducing  the  jH-incipal,  should  the  Committee 
reject  the  proposition  before  them,  they  would  be 
Without  excuse ;  for,  if  the  ability  of  the  Govern- 
moit  was  adequate  to  a  gradual  discharge  of  the 
principat,^  it  was  certainly  equal  to  fulfil  its  promi- 
ses respecting  the  payment  of  the  interesL 
Mr.  S.  sau^  there  was  no  alternative  but  to 


make  the  proposed  provbion,  or  to  violate,  lot  by 
implication,  but  ex]ffcssly,  the  solemji  and  pledged 
faith  of  the  Government.  'Whether,  indepeiKUU 
of  moral  considerations,  the  saving  of  a  fev  tkos- 
sand  dollars  should  be  a  prevailing  cimuderatioi 
for  embracing  the  disgraceful  part,  genUemcB 
would  determine.  The  whole  of  the  unsubscribed 
Debt  was  somewhat  more  than  a  million,  the  dif- 
'  ference,  therefore,  which  could  be  made  by  assnm- 
ing  the  unfounded  principle  that  the  Lioan  vas 
originally  compuliiury.  'would  be  a  mere  trifle,  in- 
finitely too  inconsiderable  for  the  immense  ach- 
fice  which  must  be  made  to  obtain  it. 

It  was  said  that  the  subscribers  would  couida 
the  proposed  provision  as  an  injury  to  them.  Tbis 
was  to  suppose,  that  tbey  understood  the  promiw 
of  the  Government  to  be  a  solemn  mockery.  Tbit 
they  were  intended  as  a  disguise  which  had  pmr- 
ed  too  thin  to  hide  the  real  intention  from  any. 
For  himself,  however,  he  would  declare,  that  wii 
he  the  proprietor  of  every  dollar  of  the  unsabsciil»- 
ed  Debt,  he  would  not  hesitate  for  a  moment  to 
subscribe  the  whole,  because  be  should  prefer  the 
stable  provision  and  the  funds  which  were  pte^ 
to  satisfy  it,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Funded  Debt,  lo 
the  annual  provision  which  was  contemplated  fer 
that  which  remained  unsubscribed.  But ,  whetha 
such  an  election  would  be  a  discreet  one  was 
little  importance.  It  was  enough  that  the  elain 
of  the  non-subscribers  was  founded  on  the  eipits 
enngements  of  the  Legidature. 

A  conversation  ensued,  during  which  Mr. 
GooDHDB  avowed  the  princqiles  and  enforced  tbe 
arguments  of  Mr.  Hillhodbb.  At  length  an  od 
was  put  to  the  debate  by  Mr.  Fitzbihoks,  wIm 
said,  that  be  bad  always  neld  that  tbe  tennsofe- 
ed  by  the  Funding  System  were  intended  as  aa 
honest  eauivalent — that  he  believed  thatawm- 
sion  would  ultimately  be  made  for  the  non^Dscri- 
bers,  in  conformity  to  the  stipukttionsoftfaitact; 
and  that  he  had  the  fullest  confidence,  that  nogta- 
tleman  who  had  concurred  in  that  measure,  would, 
onmature  refiection,  withhold  his  assent.  BqI,u 
an  act  had  passed  the  present  session  to  GOLliiiM 
the  subscriptions  through  the  current  year,  of 
which  probably  the  Secretary  was  ignoraat  whea 
he  made  his  report,  he  was  willing  the  measiut 
shouU  be  postponed,  until  it  was  Imown  whti  ef- 
fects might  be  produced  by  it.  He  would  tkm- 
fore  consent  that  the  three  first  sections  of  tbe 
bill  be  struck  out,  which  was  done  accordingly 

Mr.  Giles  moved  to  strike  out  the  fourth  cwu^ 
which  empowers  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sink* 
ins  Fund,  with  the  approbation  of  the  PBEStncrr, 
to  norrow,  or  oaose  to  be  borrowed,  from  time  to 
time,  such  sums  in  anticipation  of  the  ^'^^ 
appropriated,  as  they  may  see  proper,  not  exceed- 
ing one  million  of  dollars  in  a  yc<if-  ^*  ~\ 
thought,  that  the  present  plan  for  discharging  v* 
National  Debt  was  in  reality  a  plan  for  augmeQi- 
ing  it. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  replied,  that  there  was  nothiu 
new  in  authorizing  a  loan  under  the  directioD  a 
the  Pbesident, 

The  Committee  now  rose,  the  Chairman  tqnit* 
ed  progress,  and  the  House  adjourned. 
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Friday,  February  30. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Robert  Bar- 
Con  and  others  wtis  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  from  Ae  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Spencer  Mann 
and  Frantz  Jacob  Foltz ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  ordered  to  be  engnttsed,  and  read  the  third 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Ahes,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  authorizingthe  payment  of  four  tbou- 
sand  dollars  for  the  use  of  the  dmughters  of  the  late 
Count  de  Grasse ;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  tbe  third  time  to-morroT. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  tiie  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  Ad 
act  sopplementary  to  the  act.  entitled  '  Ad  act  to 

SroTide  more  effectually  for  the  collection  of  tbe 
uties  imposed  by  law,  on  goods,  wnres,  and  mer- 
chandise, imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on 
the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,"  with  several 
amendments;  to  which  they  desire  tbe  concur- 
rence of  this  House.  The  Senate  have  also 
agreed  to  the  amendments  proposed  by  Ibis  House 
to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  act, 
entitled  'An  act  to  establish  the  Post  OflSce 
and  Post  Roads  within  the  United  States,"  with 
several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire  |^e 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  amendments 
of  this  House  to  the  last  mentioned  bill:  Where- 
upon, 

JRendved^  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  all  the 
said  amendments,  with  an  amendment  to  tbe  last 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  first  section  of 
the  said  bill. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Vice  President  being  absent,  the  Senate 
proceeded  tothe  choice  of  a  Presidentpro/cmpore, 
and  Henrt  Tazewell  has  been  duly  elected. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  tbe  Senate  to  tbe  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  suppIemeDtary  to  the  act,  entitled  *  An 
act  to  provide  more  efiectually  for  the  collection 
of  the  duties  imposed  by  law,  on  goods,  wares  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels Where- 
upon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  widi  the  amend- 
ments, be  committed  to  Mr.  Sahoel  Smith,  Mr. 
GooDBOE,  and  Mr.  Boddinot. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  support  of  Public  Credit, 
and  for  the  redemption  ot  the  Public  Debt ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported  progress. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Agnus  M'Lean;"to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The 
Senate  have  disagreed  to  the  amendment  propos- 
ed by  this  House  to  the  last  amendment  of  the 
Senate  to  the  first  section  of  the  amendment  of 
this  House,  to  the  bill,  entitled  «  An  act  to  amend 


the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United  Stated" 
and  desire  a  conference  with  this  Hoase  on  the 
subject-matter  of  the  said  amendment  to  the 
amendment;  to  which  cmference  the  Sowte  have 
appointed  managers  on  their  part. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  measage: 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this.  House  doth  anee  to  the 
conference  desired  by  the  Senate,  ana  that  Mr. , 
Habtley,  Mr.  Ssuqwiok,  and  KXr.  Qrbenop,  be 
appointed  managers  at  the  same,  on  the  part  of  this 
House. 


Satdrdat,  February  21. 

An  engrossed  bill' authorizing  the  payment  of 
four  thousand  dollars  for  the  use  of  the  daughters 
of  the  late  Count  de  Grasse,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Spencer  Mann 
and  Frantz  Jacob  Foltz,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

A  petition  of  Edmund  H<^aa.of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read^  prating  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  take 
and  publish  an  accurate  and  impartial  statement  of 
Legislative  subjects  which  may  be  submitted  to 
tbe  consideration  of  the  House,  and  the  debates 
tbereon  of  the  ibembers,  respectively,  on  the  plan 
contemplated  in  a  motion  made  to  tnis  House  on 
tbe  twentieth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-two. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  William  Smith,  Mr.  Sedgwick,  and  Mr. 
Paoe  ;  that  they  do  examine  tbe  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereuponi 
to  tbe  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Agntis  McLean,"  was  read  twice 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Mr.  Watts,  Ur. 
Swift,  and  Mr.  Glairobkb. 

Mr.  Hartlby,  from  the  managers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  this  House,  to  attend  the  conferenoa 
with  the  Senate  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
amendments  depending  betweep  tbe  two  Houses 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  act,  en- 
titled '  An  act  to  establish  the  Post  OflSce  and  Post 
Roads  within  tbe  United  States,"  made  a  report ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petitioo  of  James  Strange,  made  a 
report;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Mon- 
day nexL  * 

Mr.  Sahdsu  Smith,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  were  committed  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  provide  more 
efiectually  for  the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed 
by  laWj  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage 
of  ships  or  vessels,"  made  a  rqmrt:  Whereupon, 

Beaolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  all  the 
said  amendments. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  further 
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provision  for  the  support  of  Public  Credit,  and  for 
the  redemption  of  the  Public  Debt;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  report- 
ed several  amendments  thereto ;  which  were,  seve- 
rally, twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  be- 
isff  put,  further  to  amend  the  said  bill,  at  the 
Cferrs  table,  by  striking  out,  after  the  word  "  re- 
deemed," in  the  thirteenth  line  of  the  eleventh 
section,  the  words  following,  to  wit:  "  and  shall  be, 
and  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  vested  in  the  said 
Commissioners,  as  property  in  trust,  to  be  applied 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  act  of 
the  eighth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven liundred  and  ninety-two,  and  of  this  act,  to 
the  reimbursement  and  redemption  of  the  said 
Debt,  including  the  Loans  aforesaid,  until  the 
same  shall  be  fully  reimbursed  and  redeemed:" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  39,  nays  49.  as 
follows : 

YuB. — TheodoruB  Buley,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Tbo- 
nns  Blount,  Thomas  P.  Games,  Gabriel  Christie,  Tho- 
mas Glaibome,  Isaac  Coks,  George  Dent,  Gabriel  Dn- 
vall,  Beigamin  Udwards,  William  Findley,  William  B- 
Giles,  James  Gillespie,  William  Bairy  GrOTe,  George 
Hancock,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Daniel  Heister,  John 
Honter,  Matthew  Locke,  William  Lyman,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  James  Madison,  Alexander  Mebane,  Andrew 
Moore,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicho- 
las, Nathaniel  Niles,  Alexander  D.  Oir,  John  Page, 
Francis  Preston,  John  Smilie,  Thomas  Sprigg,  Thcnnaa 
TredwelU  Philip  Tan  Cortlandt,  Alwaham  Venable, 
Fiands  WaUcer,  Paine  Wingate,  and  Jose^  Winston. 

Naxs.^ — Fisher  Ames,  James  Armstrong,  John  Beatty, 
Lemuel  Benton,  £Iiaa  Boudinot,  Benjamin  Boume, 
Lambert  Cadwalader,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua 
Coit,  William  J.  Dawson,  Jonathan  Dajrtony  ITiomas 
Fitisimons,  Dwight  Foster,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  Henry 
Glenn,  Beiuamin  Goodhae,  James  Gordon,  Samuel 
Griffin,  Robert  Ooodloe  Huper,  Thnnas  Hardey,  Jc^ 
Beadi,  James  HiUhouse,  WilUam  Hindman,  Samuel 
Hohen,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Henry 
Latimer,  Amssa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Prands 
Malbone.  William  Mwitgomei;,  William  Vans  Murray, 
Andrew  Pickens,  Thomas  Scott,  Theodore  Bedgwick, 
Jenmiah  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Zepha- 
niah  Swift,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Joiuthan 
Trumbull,  Jehu  E.  Van  Allen,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck. 
Peiag  Wadawortk,  Jeremiah  Wadaworth,  John  Watts, 
and  Rkhard  Winn. 

The  said  bill  being  further  amended  at  the 
CleiA's  table,  was,  together  with  the  amendments, 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  Uie  third  time  tm 
Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infiHinecl  the  House 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  last  amendment, 
disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  first  am«idato- 
ry  section  of  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish 
the  Post  Office  and  Poai  Roads  within  the  United 
States." 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  mes- 
sage :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  frcHu 
their  amendmoit  to  the  last  amendment  of  the 
Senate  to  the  first  amendatory  sectitm  of  the  last 
mentioned  bill. 

The  Sruua  laid  befor*  the  House  a  report 
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from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  ttitt- 
ments  in  the  cases  of  claimants  to  be  pueeaoi^ 
list  of  pensioners,  which  have  been  letumed  totke 
War  Office  by  t^e  Judges  of  the  District  Cooit) 
of  the  United  States,  since  the  thirtieth  day  of 
December  last ;  and  of  the  additional  evidence  le- 
ceired  further  to  support  certain  claims  fonnedj 
stated;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  tobet^ 
red  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 


MoNDAT]  February  23. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  further  provisicn  fn 
the  support  of  Public  Credit,  and  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  Public  Debt,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  a  blank  therein  filled  up. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  sugar  refiners  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  whose  names  are  thereunto  si^, 
scribed,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  reai 
praying  that,  m  lieu  of  the  two  cents  per  pouD^ 
imposed  by  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  Ci» 
gress,  on  sugar  refined  within  the  United  Stilei, 
a  tax  or  duty  may  be  laid  on  the  pan  or  bula 
used  in  refining  sugars. 

Ordered,  That  de  said  memorial  do  lie  oi 
table. 

Mr.  William  Shith^  from  the  committee  ip- 
pointed,  presented  a  bill  for  establibhins  offices 
tor  the  purpose  of  granting  lands  within  tne  Ta- 
ritory  of  the  United  States;  which  was  read  twin 
and  committed. 

Mr.  Watts,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wv 
committed  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entiiU 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Agnus  McLean,^  report- 
ed that  the  committee  had  bad  the  said  bill  under 
consideration,  and  made  no  amendment  thereto: 
Whereupon,  the  said  bill  was  amended  tt  tke 
Clerk's  table,  and,  together  with  the  amendmeats, 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senatp  informed  the  Honse 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  to  continue  in  force,  forr  a  limited  time,  w 
acts  therein  mentioned ;  to  which  they  desire  tht 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  (he  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Nicholas,  from  the  committee  to  whom  i 
was  referred  so  much  of  the  Message  from  the  | 
President  or  tbb  United  States,  of  the  seren- 
teenth  instant,  as  relates  to  the  disposition  of  U- 
dian  lands  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Geor 
gia,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordetei 
to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whok 
House  to-morrow. 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  a 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  eommiliiK 
to  whom  were  referred  the  memorial  of  Mtry  8. 
Jones,  and  the  petitions  of  Francis  Nash,  and  « 
Francis  Peyrinnaut,  administratoc  of  Fiem  « 
Camps ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereto,  tv 
Committee  rose  and  reported  a  resolution  ikei^ 
npon ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  si 
the  House,  as  follows : 

IReaolved.  That  provison  be  made  by  '•^^ 
the  relief  of  the  petitioners,  respectively,  sceort- 
ing  to  the  prayer  of  their  several  petiliwB- 
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Ordered  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in.  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Dent, 
Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Habtlby,  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  ioio  a  Conuuittee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
lo  whom  was  recommitted  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee on  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  re- 
specting the  fortifications  of  the  United  States; 
and,  after  some  lime  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  re- 
IKirt  under  consideration,  and  come  to  a  resolu- 
tion thereupon ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed 
lo  bv  the  House,  as  follows: 

Kaolved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  thou- 
sand doUars,  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
completing  the  fortifications  of  certain  ports  and 
harbors  in  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  aad  that  Mr-  Samcel 
Smith,  Mr.  Dearborn,  Mr.  Datton,  Mr.  Pab- 
EER,  Mr.  PiCKENa,  and  Mr.  Mdbray,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  allowing  an  additional  compensation  to  the 
Judges  of  the  Districts  of  Rhode  I^and,  and  Dela- 
ware to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House.  The  Senate  hare  also  parsed  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  Mili- 
tia to  execute  Ae  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insur- 
rections, and  repel  invasions,  and  to  repeal  the  act 
now  in  force  for  those  purposes,"  with  several 
amendments';  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposedby  the  Senate  to  the  last  mention- 
ed bill,  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  examine  and  report  on  the  state  of 
the  Mint,  and  what  further  measures  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  render  the  institution  more  beneficial ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  bad  the  said  re- 
porf  under  consideration,  and  come  to  several  re- 
solutions thereupon ;  which  were  severally  twice 
read,*and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

1.  Resolved,  That  provision  be  made  by  law 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Refiner  and  Melter  in 
the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be,  to  take  charge  of  all  copper,  and  silver,  and 
gold  bullion,  deliveredout  by  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Mint,  after  it  has  been  assayed,  and  to  reduce  it  into 
bars  or  ingots  for  the  rolling  mills;  and  then  to 
deliver  them  to  the  Coiner  or  Treasurer,  as  the 
Director  shall  judge  expedient;  and  to  do  and 
perform  all  other  du  ies  belonging  to  the  office 
of  Refiner  and  Melter,  or  which  shall  be  ordered 
by  the  Director  of  the  Mint. 

2.  Baolved.  That  provision  be  made  by  law. 
authorizing  the  Treasurer  of  the  Mint  to  retain 
two  cents  per  ounce,  from  every  deposite  of  silver 
bullion  below  the  standard;  and  four  cents  per 
ounce,  from  every  deposite  of  gold  bullion  below 
the  standard,  unless  the  same  shall  require  the 


operation  of  the  test;  then  six  cents,  as  a  ecHnpen- 
sation  for  refining  and  meltins  the  same. 

3.  Resolved^  That  gross  bullion  brought  for  de- 
posite and  coinage  to  the  Mint,  shall  not  be  receiv- 
ed in  smaller  quantities  than  two  hundred  ounces  - 
of  silver,  and  twenty  ounces  of  gold. 

4.  Resolved^  That  the  standard  for  silver  coin, 
as  now  established  by  law,  be  altered,  and  made 
to  consist  of  nine  equal  ten  parts  of  pure  silver, 
and  one  tenth  part  of  pure  copper,  being  equal  to 
ten  ounces  sixteen  pennyweights  of  pure  surer  in 
one  pound  troy. 

6.  Retclved,  That  the  Pbebioemt  op  the  Unit- 
ed States  be  authorized  to  reduce  the  weight  of 
the  copper  coin  at  his  discretion :  Provided,  Such 
redaction  ^aU  not  exceed  two  pennyweights  in 
each  cent,  and  in  proportion  in  each  half  cent;  of 
which  he  dwU  give  notice  by  Proclamation,  and 
report  the  same  to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States  be  authorized  by  law  to  distribute,  at  the 
public  expense,  all  cents  received  from  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  Mint;  by  sending  them  to  some  one 
bank  in  each  State,  where  any  are  established,  and 
where  not,  to  the  principal  collector  of  such  State, 
(in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  the 
State,)  to  be  by  them  paid  out  for  cash,  to  any 
person  requesting  the  same,  in  sums  not  less  than 
ten  dollars  value. 

7.  Ae«oliMd,  That  provisim  be  made  bylaw, 
enabling  Uie  Director  and  Treasurer  of  the  Mint 
to  give  a  preference  to  bullion  brought  to  die 
Mint,  already  of,  or  above  the  standard  of 
the  Unit^  States,  so  as  not  to  be  prevented 
coining  and  issuing  the  same,  althougn  bullion  ' 
below  the  standard,  and  not  yet  refined,  may  have 
been  deposited  for  coinage  before  it:  any  thing 
in  any  law  heretofore  passed  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolutions,  and  that  Mr.  Booni- 
NOT,  Mr.  Trombdll,  and  Mr.  Hdmter,  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  allowing  an  additional  compensatim  to  the 
Judges  of  the  Districts  of  Rhode  bland  and  Del- 
aware," was  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  relative  to  cessions 
of  jurisdiction  in  places  where  have  been,  or  may 
hereafter  be,  erected  and  fixed  light-houses,  bea- 
cons, buoys,  and  public  p*ers ;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  toe  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  considera- 
tion, and  made  several  amendments  thereto;  which 
were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrosiied  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  to  amoid 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  laying  certain  duties 
upon  snuff  and  refined  sugar,"  be  discharged  from 
the  consideratitm  of  die  same ;  and  that  it  be  re- 
committed to  Mr.  WiLUAH  Smith,  Mr.  NioBO- 
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U8,  Mr.  SiMDEL  Smith,  Mr.  Lthan,  Mr.  Fihd- 
LBY,  Mr.  FiTzsiMOHs,  stod  Mr.  SIidison. 

The  House  resoWed  uself  into  a  Comniittee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jose 
Roiz  Silra  j  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  said  bill 
.without  amendment. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Corporation  of  Rhode  Island  College ; 
and,  after  some  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose, 
and  reported  progress. 

Tuesday,  February  24. 
An  engrossed  bill,  relative  to  cessions  of  juris- 
diction in  places  where  have  been,  or  may  nere- 
after  be,  erected  and  fixed  light-houses,  beacons, 
buoys,  and  public  piers,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jose  Roiz 
Silva  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  seat  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  the  acts 
therein  mentioned,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  Mr.  FtTzsiuoNS,  Mr. 
Baldwin,  and  Mr.  Bocdinot. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Edmund  Ho- 
gaa,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whde 
House  to-rjiorrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  for  allowing  an  additional  com- 
pensation to  the  Judges  of  the  Districts  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Delaware;*'  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
without  amendment  The  bill  was  then  read  the 
thud  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  "  An  act  laying  certain  duties  upon  snuff 
and  refined  sugar,"  reported  an  Amendatory  bill  to 
alter  and  amend  the  act  entitled  "An  act  laving 
certain  duties  upon  snuff  and  refined  sugar ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  HiLLHonsE,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Samuel  Weir.  Re- 
pcesentative  of  the  People  South  of  French  Broad 
River,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  his  constituents, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Dent,  from  the  committee  apptrinted,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Marv  S.  Jones  and 
others;  which  was  read  twice,  ana  committed. 

CASE  OF  THOMAS  PERSON  AND  OTHERS. 

_  It  was  moved  that  the  House  should  go  into  con- 
sideration of  the  report  of  the  select  committee  to 
whom  had  been  reierred  a  resolution  of  the  House 
in  relation  to  the  back  lands  of  North  Carolina. 
The  following  is  the  resolution  of  the  select  com- 
mittee: 


<' iZsM&MA  That  m  eaM  ths  Preiidrat  (tf  As  UmM 
Slates  flhalt  think  proper  to  enter  into  a  trea^  wtm- 
ties  with  all  or  any  of  the  Indian  tribes  claiming  ludi 
within  the  Territoiy  South  of  the  met  Ohio,  for  Iht 
extinguiabmeot  of  their  claims  to  «]]  or  any  of  tbe  nid 

lands,  Ae  sum  of  dollars  be,  and  the  same  a  henbj, 

appropriated  to  the  purpose  ot  defraying  the  eipeBM 
of  any  such  trea^  or  treaties." 

Mr.  GooDBOE  did  not  see  that  the  United  Stale 
had  any  concern  to  interfere  in  such  a  purdase: 
it  was  private  property. 

Mr.  Dayton  explained  that  the  petition  of  Tho- 
mas Person  and  others  comprehended  onlj  tn 
millions  of  acres.  The  resolution  contemplated 
twenty  millions.  It  will,  when  completed,  enable 
the  Lnited  States  to  protect  the  ChocUm  ifld 
Chickasaws  from  the  Cfreeks  and  Cherokees,iftlie 
latter  should  happen  to  attack  them ;  and  that  the; 
will  attack  the  Chickasaws  is  not  improbable, Gtoo 
assistance  which  the  latter  have  given  to  thewbiie 
people.  Besides,  the  frontier  will  be  capable  of 
defence,  at  a  much  cheaper  rate,  in  this  way,  than 
at  present  it  can  be.  It  is  now  an  irregular  line. 
A  peculiar  circumstance,  besides,  will  maie  ibe 
lands  easy  to  be  purchased.  No  Indian  tribes 
reside  on  them.  When  the  gentleman  from  Mai* 
sachusetts  considers  these  thin^he  will  not  object, 
since  the  United  States  will  gain  eighteen  miUioas 
of  acres  by  the  transaction. 

Mr.  GooDUDE  admitted  the  reasoning  as  lo  tbe 
eighteen  millions,  but  siilt  scrupled  as  to  the  resL 

Mr.  SwtFT  recommended  that  the  Indian  claim 
should  in  the  mean  time  be  extingui^ed. 

Mr.McDowELL,  in  reply  to  Mr.GooDBUE,said, 
that  if  the  gentleman  had  attended  to  the  reason- 
iogs  formerly  used  on  this  subject,  and  which  bid 
occupied  considerable  time  of  the  House  during 
the  present  session,  he  could  have  been  at  do  loss 
for  uoderstaudinff  the  j[>ropriety  of  this  purchase 
being  made  by  the  United  States. 

A  committee  were  named  to  bring  in  aUlLia 
terms  of  the  resolution  recommended  oy  the  select 
committee. 

PENNSTLVANIA  mSUROENTS. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  actaai- 
ine  compensation  to  officers  of  Governmeat  asd 
others  who  were  sufferers  by  ihe  Western  btm- 
gents,  was  next  taken  up. 

Mr.  Swift  objected  to  the  bill,  as  he  doubted 
whether  any  money  was  really  wanted.  Tho* 
was,  at  any  rate,  no  evidence  of  it  before  tbe 
House. 

Mr.  FiTzaiHONS  wondered  to  hear  gentlenwi 
talk  about  the  want  of  evidence.  Do  we  not  aU 
know  that  one  person  had  his  house,  bams,  and 
everything  else  burnt  down?  Let  his  circum- 
stances be  as  good  as  they  will,  he  must  be  in  want 
of  assistance  in  the  mean  time,  especially  as  thm 
is  little  money  in  that  part  of  the  country.  As^ 
recovering  the  damages  done,  Mr.  F.  very  mow 
feared  that  thev  never  would  be  got  back,  eitltf 
by  the  proposed  lawsuits,  by  subscriptions,  or 
any  other  way. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  thought  this  a  debt  due  by  the 
rules  both  of  prudence  and  of  justice. 
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Mr.  EiTTXRA  also'  defended  the  eTpedienoy  of 
the  Mil.  The  amendmeat  of  the  senate  was 
rejected. 

SURVEY  OP  SOUTHERN  COAST. 
The  House  next  resolred  into  a  Committee  on 
the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition 
of  Parker,  Hopkins,  and  Miers,  of  Savannah,  in 
Georgia.  These  gentlemen  bad  been  employed 
since  the  13th  of  July,  1791,  in  surveying  the  coasts, 
dtc.,  of  Georgia.  They  implored  the  aid  of  the 
House  in  this  arduous  and  expensive  undertaking. 
The  report  of  the  select  committee  recommended 

a as  the  aSair  was  of  a  public  nature,  and  as 
charts  weie  muoh  wmated,  the  sum  of  — 
n  should  be  loaned  to  them  for  the  term  of 

 years,  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 

States. 

Mr.  GiLCB  thought  there  would  be  do  end  of 
eaeb  claims  if  the  practice  were  once  fairly  begun. 

Mr.  Harper  (nie  new  member  from  South 
Carolina)  could  give  some  information  to  the 
House  on  this  subject.  He  had  a  personal  opportu- 
nity of  examining  part  of  the  execution  of  this 
work,  and  he  conceived  it  to  be  very  accurate. 
Georgia  supplies  the  best  timber  for  ship-buitding 
in  the  United  States,  and  in  a  short  time  the  com- 
merce of  that  State  will  be  a  very  great  object. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  House  would  not 
lightly  reject  this  application.  If  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  ibrfoade  the  ffraoting  of  money 
in  this  way,  there  was  an  end  of  it.  But  if  ever  a 
deviation  was  to  he  made  from  such  a  rule,  per- 
haps ^is  would  be  one  of  the  most  proper  cases. 
The  scheme  had  hitherto  been  earned  on  at  the 
expense  of  a  few  individuals.  He  only  requested 
that  the  House  would  not  tightly  refuse  the  prayer 
of  the  pedtion,  since  the  tning  itself  was  of  so 
much  consequoiee. 

Mr.  MAOtaoN  would  not  hastily  undertake  to 
say  that  x\\A  grant  of  money  was  improper  to  be 
made  to  this  afiktr  as  a  public  good.  He  did  not 
at  present  wish  to  enter  into  that.  He  considered 
a  loan,  however,  an  the  worst  of  all  possible  shapes 
in  which  the  request  could  come  before  the  House, 
for  it  was  impossible  to  say  where  the  practice  of 
lending  might  stop.  If  assistance  was  to  oe  granted 
in  this  case,  he  did  not  see  why  the  survey  should 
not  be  extended  to  other  parts  of  the  Union  where 
it  was  etiually  necessary.  Every  private  under- 
taker migbt  m  Ais  way  solicit  a  loan,  when  the 
object  or  his  scheme  was  not  public  advantage, 
bat  private  emolument. 

Mr.  Murray  rejected  all  idea  that  the  proposal 
was  against  the  Constitution.  Congress  nad  sur- 
veyed the  Western  lands,  and  nobody  supposed 
that  beyond  their  authority.  Why  was  there  to 
be  such  a  difference  between  land  and  water? 

Mr.  Baldwin  stated,  that  the  individuals  had 
spent  all  they  were  worth  upon  this  undertaking, 
and  all  which  their  friends  could  raise,  and  it  wouM 
be  a  great  pity  if  it  should  fail  in  the  end  for  the 
want  of  so  trifling  a  sum  as  three  thousand  dollars! 
which  was  all  that  was  wanted.  He  explained 
the  very  great  necessity  for  such  a  chart.  At  pre- 
sent there  was  none  to  be  Iwd  that  was  fit  for  any- 


thing. Ships  often  lajr  for  weeks,  and  even  months 
together  on  the  co«at  in  the  most  dangerous  situa- 
tion, and  unable  to  extricate  themselves  for  want 
of  charts:  He  adverted  to  the  growing  value  of 
the  commerce  of  Geoi^a,  and  to  the  remark  of 
Mr.  Mcrrat  as  to  the  riffht  of  Confess  to  survey 
both  land  and  water.  If  a  loan  vras  disa^eeable, 
the  pREsiDBNT  might  be  desired  to  subscribe  for  a 
certain  number  of  copies  of  the  charts. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  approved  much  of  getting  good 
charts.  If  the  Ambassador  sent  to  Spain  shall 
succeed  in  getting  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi 
opened,  this  coast  of  Gfeorgia  wilt  very  soon  be  of 
the  highest  importance. 

Mr.  Madison  doubted  whether  the  State  of 
Georgia  was  not  at  present  more  able  than  the 
United  States  to  subscribe. 

Mr.  FiTzsruoNB  considered  this  as  a  very  wrong 
time  to  bring  in  such  a  business^,  when  the  House 
are  going  to  rise.  ■  His  chief  objection  was  to  the 
motUy  ufH  the  substance.  He  wished  the  matter 
mdidnwn  for  the  present,  as  the  House  bad  to 
proceed  upon  the  Military  Establi^ment. 

Mr.  Datton  had  no  doubt  of  the  Constitutimi 
empowering  the  House  to  lend  'the  three  thousand 
dollars,  but  did  not  like  the  mode  of  lending  it. 
He  wished  that  the  whole  coast  could  be  surveyed. 

Mr.  Parker  and  Mr.  Harper  each  read  a  sepa- 
rate resolution  in  place  of  that  recommended  by 
the  committee.  It  was  then  agreed  to  take  the 
question  upon  it,  and  it  was  negatived.  The  reso- 
lution suggested  by  Mr.  Harper  was  then  read. 
But  this  also  beinjy  found  liable  to  many  objec- 
tions, the  Committee  rose,  and  the  Chairman 
reported  that  thej  had  disagreed  to  the  report  of 
the  select  committee,  to  whom  the  whole  was  • 
again  referred. 

MILITARY  BBTABLBSHMBNT. 

The  House  next  took  up,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  estimates  of  military  appropriatioas 
for  the  year  1795,  and  came  to  certain  resolutions, 
which  were  reported  to  the  House.  The  House 
took  them  up. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  moved  that  there  should  be  voted 
for  defraying  the  expense  of  the  naval  armament, 
for  three  months,  — '■ —  dollars.  If  this  motion  was 
rejected,  Mr.  S.  said,  that  he  should  take  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  it,  that  it  might  be  Ikirly  known 
that  gentlemen  in  ^e  Hon^  ware  for  abandoning 
the  naval  armament  altogether. 

Mr.  Giles  said,  that  he  had  opposed  it  at  every 
stage  as  an  useless  expense,  end  an  improper  way 
of  attempting  to  attain  the  proposed  ohject.  He 
should  vote  against  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  Dayton  thought  that  Mr.  W.  Smith  had 
assumed  an  odd  style.  Mr.  Smith  had  never  heara 
him  backward  in  fitting  out  a  naval  armament, 
and  yet  be  should  vMe  Mainst  Ae  present  moticm, 
for  this  plain  reason,  that  tiie  money  had  been 
voted  already. 

Mr.  FiTZstMOMs  did  not  know  whether  the  last 
year's  provision  extended  to  this.  If  it  does;,  then 
this  is  a  useless  proposition. 

Mr.  BoDMNOT  thoueht  that  the  provision  did 
not  eileid,  \nx  that  me  money  «Bap(i(>||^ated 
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was  carried  forward  as  surplus  revenue,  and  that 
a  new  act  was  requisite  to  appropriate  over  again 
the  money  for  the  Nary. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  did  not  suppose  that  the  former 
apptcvriation  continued  in  force,  or  he  certainly 
would  not  hare  made  this  motion.  He  did  not 
xefer,  at  any  rate,  to  Mr.  Dattdn,  when  he  spoke 
of  centlemen  being  against  the  armament  alto- 
gether. 

Mr.  pATTON  read  the  act,  wluch,  as  he  thought, 
made  it  clearly  out  that  the  money  yet  stantU  in 
reserve.  He  wished  the  point  decided  before  the 
House  weot  fiwther. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  recommended  that  this  resolu- 
tion should  pass  in  the  mean  time.  If  the  money 
was  already  voted,  this  could  do  no  harm. 

Mr.  HiLLHODBE  wished  it  to  be  withdrawn. 

No  question  was  taken  on  it,  but  a  committee 
were  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  on  the  resolu- 
tions reported,  which  were  as  follows ; 

**  Beaohed,  That,  including  the  appropriation  ot  fire 
faondnd  tltoiisand  doUin  made  for  the  MUitary  Erta- 
bliriimait  Inr  an  act  of  the  {neaent  aeanon,  there  be 
pnpiated  for  the  eaid  Military  EstablishBient,  a  nun 
not  exceeding  one  million  four  bandied  and  thir^-nine 
thousand  four  hundred  and  thirt74une  dollars  and 
tiren^-nioe  centa. 

"  Scaoked,  That,  for  defraying  the  expense  of  six 
mrnths'  pay  and  si^wistence  of  a  detachment  of  militia 
employed  under  the  command  of  Major  General  Mor- 
gan, ponmant  to  an  act  of  the  present  Bearion,  there  be 
appropriated  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  six  hun- 
ted and  eigh^-two  doUarB. 

**  Saohed,  That  there  be  appropriated  a  sum  not  ex- 
'  oeading  ten  dionaand  dollars  for  the  contingent  purpoaea 
ai  Govemmrat,  and  subject  to  the  disposition  tit  the 
Preddentof  die  United  States." 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  biUs  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  above  resolutions,  and  tlwt  Mr.  Fitz- 
aiHOMa,  Mr.  MoHTooHERT,  and  Mr.  Foster,  do 
pr^[MU«  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  tbe  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  authorizing  the  payment  of  four  thousand  dol- 
lars for  the  use  of  the  daughters  of  the  late  Count 
de  Grasse,  with  an  amendment ;  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

TheHouse  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ment, and  the  saine  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

Iin»AN  LANDS  IN  OEOROIA. 

The  HoDse  next  went  into  Committee  on  the 
report  of  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  Message  of  the  Peebideht  of  the  17th 
current,  respecting  the  disposition  of  Indian  lands 
by  the  State  of  Georgia. 
*  The  first  resolution  was  read,  and  passed,  with- 
out  a  division.   It  was  in  these  words: 

"RemM,  That  itbenoommandadtoAe  Pimidait 
of  Ae  United  Sutea  to  aae  all  Constitutional  and  legal 
means  to  prevent  the  infraction  fA  the  treaties  made  with 
the  Indian  tribes  by  the  citizens  the  United  States, 
with  an  assurance  that  Congresa  will  co-operate  in  such 
other  acts  as  will  be  proper  for  the  same  end." 

The  second  resolution  was  then  read. 

Mr.  FrruiMOHB  said,  he  was  muoh  surpiiaed 
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how  this  first  resolution  bed  got  through  tbe  Hnue 
without  opposition,  for  it  was  drawn  in  the  mM 
singular  terms  that  he  had  ever  seen.  It  vat  bb 
less  than  a  recommendation  from  that  House  u 
the  PsEsinENT  that  he  would  take  care  to  do  b 
duty.  He  hoped  that  thm  was  no  neeeanlr  fbt 
admonitions  vX  that  sort.  Mr.  F.  was  told  dnt  ht 
was  not  in  order,  as  the  resolution  had  aktadr 
passed. 

The  second  resolution  was  as  follows: 

BtKAtedj  That  it  be  finthar  leeommeBded  to  Ar 
President  of  the  United  States  not  to  permit  ticali«fc 
the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  any  hnditobf 
holden  at  the  instance  of  individnsls  or  of  States,  wkn 
it  ahall  appear  that  the  property  of  roch  lands,  wfan  At 
Indian  title  shall  be  eztingnished,  will  be  in  putitiiu 
persons ;  and  that,  whenever  treatiea  are  hetd  fa  At 
benefit  of  the  United  States,  individnals  claiming  ligte 
of  pre-emption  shall  be  prevented  fr<xn  treatiivvf^t^ 
Indiana  oHiqBning  the  aame ;  and  that,8eBenBj,MA 
private  chima  be  poalpmed  to  those  of  die  aefwal  SitfH 
wherever  the  aama  may  be  mnaatent  w^  the  wdln 
and  defence  irfthe  United  Statsa.*' 

The  Committee  rose,  the  Chairman  repaitd 
progreaa,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


WEONEaoAT.  February  25. 

A  memorial  and  remonstrance  t.f  the  L<gith- 
ture  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  was  preseoleJ 
to  the  House  and  read,  praying  the  interfeieiKt 
and  support  of  Congress,  in  favor  of  tbe  judical 
power  of  the  State  Court,  wmiost  an  encroach- 
ment  of  the  Judiciary  of  the  United  States,  in  r- 
versing  a  decree  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Coaii 
of  tiie  State  of  New  Hamndiite,  which  ms  m- 
dered  in  a  ease  decided  before  the  adoptim  of  the 
present  Constitution  of  (Government  of  the  Oiuted 
States. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  and  maoo- 
strance  be  referred  to  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Mcfr 
RAV,  Mr.  BoDDiNOT,  Mr.  Carhes,  Mr.  Gilbeit- 
Mr.  CoiT,  and  Mr.  Harper,  that  they  do  exsmiv 
tbe  matter  thereof,  and  report  tbe  same,  witb  theii 
opinicni  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONe.  from  the  committee  to  whoa 
was  committed  tbe  bill,  sent  from  the  SeDate,^- 
litled  "  An  act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limiu^ 
time,  the  acts  therein  mentioned,"  made  arqioit; 
which  was  read,  and,  together  with  the  said^ 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  w 
Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  FiTzaiMOHS,  from  the  committee  ^t^*f^ 
presented  a  bill  making  further  appropriauou  w 
the  Military  Establishment,  and  for  the  suppon 
of  Government;  which  was  read  twice,  aod  «^ 
dered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  tiat 
to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  Uid  before  the  House  a  lam 
from  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury,  transmittuj 
a  statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  officers  eo- 
ployed  in  each  State  in  the  management  a  ue 
revenue  from  stills  and  spirits  distilled  in  thecal'' 
ed  States;  as,alsQ,  a  Letter  from  theCommissiaatf 
of  the  Revenut^  relative  to  coropensatioa  » 
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nid  officers;  which  were  read,  sad  together  with 
the  resolutioa  of  this  House  of  the  18th  instant, 
OD  the  BuhjectHnatter  thereof,  ordered  to  be  re- 
f^md  to  Mr.  QiLBs,  Mr.  Lyman,  and  Mr.  Shbb- 

BURIfE. 

Mr.  W.'Shitb,  firom  the  committee  appointed, 

Jtreseoted  a  bill  making  a  conditional  prorisioD 
or  the  expenses  of  a  treat^^  with  certain  Indian' 
tribes ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pbesidbnt 
OP  THE  Unitid  States,  communicating  to  Con- 
fess copies  of  a  Letter  from  the  Goremor  of  the 
Slate  of  Oec^^and  an  Act  of  the  Lwislature 
thereof,  "to  ratify  the  resolation  of  Congress 
explanatory  of  the  Judicial  power  of  die  United 
Sutes." 

The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Jie$olved,  That  the  Collector  of  the  District  of 
New  York  be  authorized  to  allow  the  drawback 
on  the  exportation  of  two  thousand  yellow  handled 
eutlasses  or  sugar  knires.  imported  in  the  month 
of  February,  one  thousand  sercn  hundred  and 
ainetT-fota,  by  Brothers,  Coster,  and  Company, 
mercnants,  of  New  York,  in  the  ship  P^gy?  Zae- 
eheus  Henshaw,  master:  Provided,  The  same 
shall  be  exported,  aecordiiig  to  law,  within  two 
years  from  the  time  of  the  importation. 

Oniemi,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  lAr.  Wattb, 
BSr.  GooDHva.  and  Mr.  Winoatb,  do  prepare  nnd 
bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Spencer  Mann  and  Frantz  Jacob 
Foltz,with  an  amendment;"  to  which  they  desire 
the  coneunenee  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  tocoasider  the  said  amend- 
ment, and  the  same  being  read,  was  areed  to.- 

INDUN  LANDS  IN  GEORGIA. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
'  tee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Mes- 
sage from  the  President  op  the  United  States, 
of  the  seventeenth  instant,  as  relates  to  the  dispo- 
sition of  Indian  lands  by  the  L^^talatnre  of  the 
State  of  Geoi^a. 

Mr.  Ambb  said,  that  during  the  time  when  tJie 
National  Debt  bill  was  under  discussion,  he  had 
attempted  to  get  something  introduced  in  fovor  of 
the  new  emission  money  creditors,  but  gentlemen 
always  rose  en  matae  against  any  proposal  that 
would  tend  to  obstruct  the  progress  of  the  bill. 
He  now  again  urged  that  this  affair  might  be  taken 
into  consideration.  He  knew  he  should  be  told  of 
a  standing  rule  of  the  House,  that  the  unfinished 
business  must  first  be  taken  up.  These  creditors 
had  waited  for  four  years  without  redress,  and  the 
rales  of  the  House  ought  to  eive  way  to  common 
feeling  ai^  common  sense,  lie  therefore  moved 
that  me  rule  in  question  ^okU  be  suspended. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  House  then 
went  info  a  Committee  upon  the  second  and  re- 
maining resolutions  in  the  report  of  the  select 
eomiMittee  on  the  Message  <rf  the  PainDiirf^ 
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The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  third  and  fourth 
resolutions  in  this  report : 

"  Reaobxd,  That  the  Premdent  of  the  United  Btatai 
be  authorized,  whenever  claima  under  prior  contracts 
may  cease  to  exist,  to  obtain  a  'cession  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  of  their  daim  to  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the 
land  within  the  prennt  Indian  boundaries ;  and  th^ 

 dollars  ought  to  be  mtproprialed  to  enable  him  to 

eflect  the  same. 

"  Reaohed,  That  all  persons  who  shall  be  assembled,  or 
embodied  in  amu,  im  any  lands  belonging  to  IndiaoB,  out 
of  the  ordinary  jurisdiction  of  any  State,  or  of  the  Terri- 
tory South  of  toe  liver  Ohio,  for  the  purpose  of  warring 
against  the  Indiana,  m  committing  depredations  upon 
any  Indian  town,  or  persons,  or  property,  shall  thereby 
become  liable  and  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of 
war,  which  are,  or  shall  be  established  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  troops  of  the  United  States." 

After  some  discussion,  the  Committee  rose ;  the 
Chairman  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again.  This  was  ne^tived — yeas  33^  nays  35. 

The  House  then  to^  up  the  resolutions.  Va>- 
rious  amendments  were  proposed;  and  the  last 
resolution,  in  particular,  was  objected  to,  ^^  sub- 
jecting people  to  martial  law. 

Mr.  Wadswohth  said,  that  from  a  trial  by  jory 
he  had  no  hopes.  There  never  had  been  one  in- 
stance of  a  white  man  condnoned  and  hanged  by 
white  men,  on  the  frontier,  for  the  murder  of  an 
Indian,  since  the  first  landing  in  America.  There 
might  be  such  a  thing  for  the  murder  of  an  In- 
dian, when  thev  lived  among  the  whites.  That 
there  ever  had  been  such  a  thing,  he  did  not  know. 
He  had  been  told  by  Judges,  upon  the  frontier, 
that  it  was  no  matter  what  evidence  of  a  murder 
of  an  Indian  was  brought.  No  jury  would  bring 
the  criminal  in  guilty.  It  was  but  very  lately  that 
a  cool  and  unprovoked  murder  had  been  commit- 
ted on  the  borders  of  this  State  upon  an  Indian. 
The  evidence  was  clear.  Nobody  pretended  to 
doubt  it.  The  Judge  gave  an  earnest  ohane  to 
the  jury ;  but  all  to  no  purpose ;  they  found  "  not 
gailty." 

Mr.  Sedqwick  proposed  an  amendment  to  the 

last  resolution,  as  follows: 

•'JiMoAwtf,  That  all  perMUB  who  iriiaU  be  assembled, 
or  embodied  in  arms,  on  any  bads  betongiBg  to  fadlaiis, 
oat  of  the  ordinary  jurisdiclion  of  any  Stide,  or  of  4ba 
Temtoiy  Sondi  of  the  river  <Nuo,  ftor  the  purpose  of 
waning  against  the  Indians,  ot  of  commitfng  depreda* 
ti(His  agaioBt  any  Indian  town,  or  pevMma,  or  pn^ter^, 
diall  thereby  become  liaUe  and  aabject  to  be  taken  and 
ccmfined  by  the  militsiy  force  of  the  United  States,  in 
■uch  manner  as  to  be  made  amsnaWe  to,  and  triaUe  Iqr 
law." 

Ordered^  That  the  said  motion  be  committed 
to  Mr.  Sbpowiok,  Mr.  Maoison,  aud  Mr.  Hill- 

B0U6E. 

THUBenAT,  February  86. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  further  appropriations 
for  the  Military  Establishment,  uid  tor  the  sup- 
port of  Gtoremment,  was  read  die  third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Burrr,  from  theetHnmittee  anwittted,  iMe- 
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sented  a  bill  laying  a  duty  on  carriages  for  the 
cosveyaoce  of  persons,  and  repealing  the  former 
act  for  tkat  purpose ;  which  was  r«ad  twice  and 
committed. 

Mr.  BooDwoT,  fram  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  supplementary  to  theae^  entitled 
"  An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the 
coins  of  the  United  States;"  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engro^d,  and  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  seeona  seeti&n  of 
the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  allowing  compensa- 
tion to  the  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the 
officers  of  both  Houses." 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Smilie,  and  Mr.  Macon. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill,  seot  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  acts  therein  mentioDed|"  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  re- 
ported an  amendment  thereto;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House.  The  said  bill, 
with  the  amendment,  was  then  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Watts,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  extending  the  time  relative  to 
drawbacks  on  the  exportation  of  certain  military 
stores;  which  was  read  twice^  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  fbr  the  relief  of  Mary  S. 
Jones^  and  others;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therem,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

On  the  question,  that  this  House  will,  to-mor- 
row, again  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  said  biUI  it  passed  in  the 
nu^tive. 

^  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tions reported  yesterday,  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  report  of  the  commitfee 
to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Messase  of 
the  pBisinENT  or  the  Uhited  States,  of  the 
seTeBteenth  instaat,  as  rjilates  to  tihe  disposition 
o(  -Indian  lands  bf  the  Legt^ture  of  the  State  of 
Ocorgia ;  and  the  said  resolutions  being  amended 
U  the  Clerk's  table,  wen  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
•s  ffdlows : 

Ist.  Re»olved,  That  Congress  will  eo-operate 
with  the  pREaiDENT  or  the  United  States  in 
giving  due  effect  to  all  such  Constituttonal  and  le- 
gal means  as  he  shall  adopt  and  pursue  to  prevent 
the  infraction  of  the  treaties  made  with  the  Indian 
tribn. 

Sd.  Resolved,  That  it  be  reoommeoded  to  the 
PRESiDEifT  OF  THE  Uhitso  States  uot  to  permit 
trestles  for  the  extingusbment  of  die  Indian  title 
to  any  lands,  to  be  holdeo  at  the  instance  of  indi- 
Tidnals  or  States,  where  it  shall  appear  that  tha 

Eroperty  of  such  lands,  when  the  Indian  title  shall 
a  extinguished,  will  be  vested  in,  or  claimed  by, 
particular  persons:  And  tbat,  whenever  treaties 
are  held  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  iodir 
ndiwJs  elMniiar  ti^U  «f  p«e-«mptim  i4iiiU  be 


prevented  from  treating  with  the  Indiaoseoien- 
mg  the  same ;  and  that,  generally,  such  priitt 
claims  be  postponed  to  those  of  the  several  8uia 
wherever  the  swne  mav  be  o<»sistatt  with  ik 
welfare  and  defence  of  t&e  United  States. 

3d.  Beaobaed,  That  the  Pbsbidbmt  of  in 
Uhited  States  be  authoriand  to  abain  a  eeain 
of  the  Smte  of  Qeorgia  of  their  diim  to  it 
whole,  or  any  part,  of  the  land  within  the  presesi 
Indian  boundaries. 

Ordered,  That  the  first  and  secwid  resolntm 
do  lie  oa  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  M  bills  be  brought  is  pv- 
suant  to  the  last  resolution,  aad  that  Mr.  Ntceo 
LAS,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Mdkray,  Mr.  Fihihit.Mi. 
BoDDiNOT,  Mr.  Ames,  and  Mr.  Sberbuik  t 
prepare  and  bring  iu  the  same. 

Mr.  Sedowick,  from  the  committee  to  wbn 
was  referred  a  motion  of  the  twenty-fifth  'autoL 
respecting  such  persons  as  shall  be  asseiDbM.0 
embodied  in  arms,  oo  an^  lands  belonging  Uh 
dians,  out  of  the  ordinary  jnrisdietion  ot  any  Bitt- 
or  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  Stales  Soodiaf 
the  river  Ohio,  made  a  report;  iriiich  mi  loi 
and  ordered  to  be  eommitted  to  a  CoaooitlKri 
the  Whole  Houee  to-morraw. 

Fbioay,  February  27. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  aei,(S- 
. titled  "Ail  act  establidiog  a  Mint, and  regslatnt 
the  coins  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  loe  thin 
time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  extending  the  time  relaiiR 
to  drawMjcks  on  the  exportatioo  of  eertaio  miliun 
stores,  was  read  the  tbtrd  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infonnedtheHMM 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  ahUL  •atitkJ'*An 
act  to  pnwiA  de^cedfttwnt  oa  the  InUm 
of  the  river  Ohio^  to  which  they  desire  the  m- 
currencfr  of  this  nooae. 

The  said  bill  was  read  the  ficst  time,  apd  ojf* 
sition  being  made  to  the  same,  the  questioa  «i> 
taken,  to  wit ;  "Shall  the  said  bill  be  rejectedf 
and  resolved  ia  the  affirmative— yeas  43,  osp^' 
as  follows : 

YKAs^TbMdwiis  Bailw.  Abndisra  Bdim,U» 
Beatty,  Thomu  Blooat,  Eliu  Bondinot,  Tk«M* 
Games,  Gabriel  Christis,  Thomps  CblbMss*  Gikii 
Duvall,  Beiyaiiun  Edwards,  WiUiun  B.  Gile%  Niebd* 
Gilmsn,  Christopher  Greenup,  SamoelGiiffio,  Wffiv 
Barry  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe  Uamer,  Csrler  B.  Bisf 
son,  John  Heath,  Duiel  Heister,  WiUiatn  Irvine,  Aiw 
KitcbeU.  Matthew  Locke,  William  I^nun.  NslbiBsl 
Mactm,  James  Madison,  loaeph  Melwwell,  Akxa^ 
Mebane,  An^w  Moore,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Jomi> 
NeviHe,  Anthony  New,  John  Nidiolta,  AlexsnderD- 
Orr,  Jtrim  Page.  Jodafa  Parker,  Robert  RutheriM.-'o^ 
Smtlie,  Thomas  Sprigg,  Zephaniob  Swift,  TboW 
Tradwell,  Philip  T«n  Gortfandt,  Prancie  Wetter,  »* 
Joseph  Winston. 

N  ATt.— 4'islMr  Ames,  James  Armstrang,  Meaiji^ 
Bourne,  Beniamhi  Bwum,  Lambert  Csdwtladtr,^ 
vidOobb.  Pdsg  OoffiB.  Joshna  Coil,  aanori  Bvw 
Th«ma»  FitanoMiu,  Dwi^  Foster,  Esekiai  OA* 
'Beqiamin  Qoodboe,  Jaokes  Gordon,  Aadrow  Gn0' 
Thopwe.  HaiOiy,  Jenw  HiUhsMse,  WiUim 
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Sunoel  HoltMi,  Jotm  WUkaa  Kittcra,  Heoiy  Lstimr, 
UniMi  Learned,  Frandi  ]faIbooe,WiUiaiu  Vane  Mniv 
tf,  Asdraw  Piekene,  ThmiM  Soott,  Tlwodore  Sedr 
rnA,  icba  B.  ahetbnme^  Jcnti^  Smith,  Oe«ge 
rhatdwr,  John  E.  Vu  AUni,  PelM  Vu  OMibe*^, 
[eremiah  Wad«worth,  Artemaa  Ward,  John  Watta, 
Paine  Wingate,  and  Richard  'ytfinn. 

Mr.  Madison,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
WAS  referred  the  memorial  and  represeatatioa  of 
.he  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire,  made  a  report} 
nrhich  was  read,  aod  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
■  Mr.  Nicholas,  from  the  committee  appointed, ' 
presented  a  bill  to  aathorize  the  President  of 
THE  Unitbd  States  to  obtain  a  cession  of  claim 
0  certain  toiritozr ;  which  was  read  twice  and 
:ommitted. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
xom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompaoy- 
a  retuxo  of  the  exports  of  the  United  States, 
or  one  year,  ending  toe  thirtieth  of  September; 
me  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety -four;  as, 
Ufio,  an  explanatory  Letter  to  him,  from  the  Com- 
nisstoner  of  the  Revenue ;  which  were  read,  and' 
>rdered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
Jiat  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  An 
ict  relative  to  cessions  of  jurisdiction  in  places 
where  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  public 
siers,  have  been,  or  may  her«tfter  be,  erected  aad 
ixed,"  with  several  amendments;  to  which  they 
lesire  the  coDcurrence  of  tiiis House:  the  Senate 
bave  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  relative 
to  the  passing  of  coastina  vessels  between  Long 
Island  and  Rhode  Island}"  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
relative  to  the  passing  of  coastiiUE  vessels  between 
U>ug  Island  and  Rhode  Island,"  was  read  three 
times  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
;hat  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
let  for  the  relief  of  Wmiam  Seymour ;"  the  Se- 
late  have  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
"egulate  the  compensation  of  Clerks;"  to  which 
hey  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  House.  The 
Senate  have  also  agreed  to  a  resolution  "  author- 
2ing  the  exportation  of  arms,  cannon,  and  military 
itores,  in  certain  cases ;"  to  which  (hey  desire  the 
::oDcurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
nents  proposea  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'An  act  relative  to  cessions  of  jurisdiction  in 
>laces  where  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and 
>ublic  piers,  hare  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  e^ec^ 
■d  and  fixed;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were 
tgreed  to. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  endtied"An 
tct  to  regulate  the  compensation  m  Clerks,"  was 
r^ad  twice  and  committed. 

SNUFF  AND  SUGAR  DUTIES. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  GonunkMe,  Mr. 
Sherborue  in  the  C^ir,  on  ^  biH  to  iller  and 
imend  the  act  entitled,  ^  An  act  laying  certain 
luties  upon  snuff  and  refined  sugar." 

The  first  section  of  the  biU  was  read,  and  is  m 
Iheee  words: 

3d  Gov.— 41 
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"BtitaMaedfytheSmaietmdHoaaeof  Emymt- 
ativa  of  the  Umted  Statet  of  America  in  Congreu 
ataembkd.  That  the  du^  of  eight  cents  per  poun^lsid 
by  the  act  of  ^  last  ssaaon,  entitled  *  An  act  laying 
eertdn  duties  apoa  anoff  and  refined  sugar,'  shall  tease 
on  the  last  day  of  March,  in  the  present  year,  and  abajl 
not  thenceforth  be  collected ;  but,  in  lieu  thereof,  then 
Bhall  be  levied  and  collected  upon  all  mills  employed  in 
the  nianulactnre  of  snuff  in  the  United  States,  the  fol- 
lowing yearly  rates  and  duties,  to  wit :  For  and  npon 
each  and  every  mortar  contained  in  any  mill  woAed  by 
water,  and  for  evety  pair  of  aiU-stonea  employed  in  t» 
maQufiwtaxe  of  snuf^  — —  dollais;  upon  •rery  pastts 
in  any  mill,  ettnr  than  mills  woriud  by  hand,— ^did^ 
Ian;  open  emry  pestle  in  any  mill  worked  by  band, 
—  Mlass;  aad  i^on  every  mill  m  which  snuff  is 

n>ami  factored  )qr  ataupeni  and  gnndan,  doUHi 

par  annwa." 

Mr.  GoiT  moved  to  strike  otit  the  seotkua. 

Mr.  B.  BocRNE  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  that  the  committee  had 
taken  a  great  deal  of  care  in  learning  bow  matters 
stood,  and  found,  both  from  the  manufiicturers  and 
officers  of  excise,  that  alterations  were  eqnally 
necessary  for  the  existence  of  the  manufacturers 
and  the  revenue.  If  this  bill  was  destroyed,  there 
'would  be  the  utmost  inconvenience  to  the  manth 
facturer,  and  very  little  chance  of  revenue. 

Mr.FiTzamoHS  vindicated  the  clause.  It  would 
be  seen,  at  once,  that  the  present  biU  simplified 
the  operation  exceedingly.  It  prevented  the  neces- 
sity for  the  attendance  of  excise  men;  and  the 
swearing  of  the  manufacturer.  He  did  not  expect 
to  improve  the  rerenue,  but  it  would  be  more 
easily  raised.  He  did  not  see  what  Mr.  Bonain 
had  feared,  that  the  law  would  bear  hard  upon 
persons  of  small  capital.  He  understood  it  to  be 
rather  in  their  favor  than  otherwise. 

Mr.  Sboqwice  said,  that  all  taxes  o«ght  to  be 
levied  with  as  little  trouble  as  possible  to  the  i>er- 
sons  who  pay  them.  He  fearra  that  the  section 
before  the  Committee  might  produce  inec|uaHties. 
The  Committee  may  have  been  wrongly  inforued 
by  tobacconist^  and  he  covld  mppose  that  these 
individnab  might  themsdves  be  traaeqnainted 
with  the  way  in  whicfa  the  manufhctare  is  carried 
on  in  other  and  distant  parts  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Maoison  was  clearly  in  hror  <^  ttie  clause, 
as  mneh  bettn*  than  the  original  idea. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Coit,  for  striking  oat  the 
first  clause,  was  negatived  by  a  great  majority. 

Tbe  Committee  went  through  the  other  olaoses 
of  this  bill,  with  very  little  debate.  It  was  then 
reported  by  the  Chainnan  to  tbe  House.  A  mo- 
tion was  niade  that  it  should  be  taken  up  immedi- 
atdy. 

Mr.  Heister  hoped  that  it  would  not,  as  there 
was  an  amendment  intended  to  be  alao  nude  in 
fevOT  of  the  snuff-makers. 

The  House,  however,  took  up  the  UU,  wliioh 
was  ordered  to  be  engroamd  for  a  third  reaiUng. 

A  resohrtioB  from  the  Saiate,  for  a  fartial  re- 
peal of  the  law  agabist  the  exportatun  i^  arms 
and  ammunition,  was  read  and  raferred  toa  Con^ 
mittee  at  the  Whole. 

Mr.  W.  Sanra  said,  that  he  did  not  see  the  use 
ot  rasofattiaM  ftir  ivpiaUiig  billi.   It  woaU  be 
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maoh  better  to  strike  out  the  word  "iwolTedj" 
and  insert  "be  it  enacted." 

INDIAN  LANDS  IN  GEOBOIA. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Sherbcrne  in  the  Chair,  on  the  re- 
port of  the  select  committee  to  whom  had  been 
referred  the  motion  of  the  25th  instant,  respecting 
mch  persons  as  shall  be  assembled,  or  embodied 
in  arms,  <m  any  lands  belon«ti^r  to  hidians,  out  of 
Uie  ordmacy  jurisdictioD  of  any  State,  or  the 
Territory  of  the  United  States  South  ca  the  rirer 
Ohio.  The  resolatinu  are  as  follow : 

«  Reaohed,  That  all  penons  who,  onwrthorixed  by 
law,  may  be  fbrmd  in  amu  on  «nj  landa  westward  of 
the  finea  cat^dished  treatiea  with  the  Indian  trUMs, 
■hall,  oQ  convictimi  thoeo^  fciftit  a  nun  notexoaedinf 
—  doUan,  and  be  inqfriabned  not  azeaedinK  — 
months. 

'^Booked,  IW  it  shaU  be  lawful  for  the  militaiy 
fiiree  of  dw  United  State*  to  i^igvehend  eTeijpetaon  or 
perKMU  found  in  anos,  as  afciesaid,  and  him  or  them 
to  coDvey  to  the  dril  anthorUy  of  dw  Umtsd  Sutes, 
within  some  ot  the  States,  who  diall,  by  mdi  author- 
ial be  seonred,  to  be  tried,  in  manner  hereafter  ex- 
pre— ed. 

**  Raohtd,  That  eveiy  person  ^nirehended,  as  afore- 
said, shall  be  tried  in  manner  and  farm  as  is  expressed 
in  and  1^  the  act,  entitled  <An  act  to  r^folato  trade 
and  intercourse  with  die  Indian  tribes." 

Several  amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed 
to.  At  last,  Mr.  Ven&blb  proposed  one,  which 
was.  in  substance,  that  perscms  should  not  be  liable 
to  the  operation  of  the  law  who  were  in  pursuit 
of  Indians  that  had  committed  actual  hostilities 
on  the  frontier. 

Mr.  Sedowice  paid  many  compliments  to  Mr. 
Tenable,  as  a  sound  lawyer,  who  certainly  knew 
that,  by  the  inherent  rights  of  nature,  every  man 
was  to  pursue  and  punish  those  who  had  robbed 
him.  This  was  implied  in  the  hill,  and  was  a 
part  of  the  law  of  nature,  so  that  there  could  be 
no  use  for  its  insertion. 

Mr.  Venable,  in  reply,  declared  that  he  was  not 
so  sound  a  lawyer  as  uie  genUeman  supposed  him 
to  be.  He  was  not  so  sound  a  lawyer  as  to  dis- 
corer  that  diere  was  any  such  implication  in  the 
bill  as  the  gentleman  stated.  Neither  was  he  a 
sound  enough  lawyer  to  see,  that,  if  his  amend- 
ment was  really  implied  in  the  bill,  there  could 
be  any  harm  in  having  it  expressed.  At  present 
he  could  discover  no  such  implication.  On  the 
conb^ry,  he  saw  very  plainly,  that,  by  the  resolu- 
tion as  It  now  stood,  a  man  whose  family  had  been 
murdered  or  carried  off  by  the  savages,  mi^ht, 
while  pursuing  them,  be  stopped  and  sent  to  jail. 
Mr.  v.,  from  the  admission  of  Mr.  Sedowick  him- 
self, inusted  on  the  propriety  of  adopting  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  HiLLBODSE  objected  to  the  permission  of 
armed  individuals  crossing  the  line,  upon  any  pre- 
tence whatever.  What  use  was  there  for  e]q>end- 
ing  millions  every  year  in  defence  of  the  frontier 
people,  if  they  were  to  be  at  liberty  to  eroaa  the 
Indian  line  at  (rften  aa  tbey  pleaaed,  snd  to  do 
what  was  to  all  intenu  and  pwpoaaa  eanryii^  on 
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war?  If  they  will  fuht.  let  us  recal  our  forces 
leave  them  to  fight  for  themselves.  Arc  theT> 
the  staling  of  anorscjOrsome  such  thing,  loctw 
the  line  in  armed  bodies,  -and  act  just  «  ibn 
please?  Mr.  H.  utterly  dwied  the  doetriae  » 
mitted  by  Mr.  Sedowick,  that  a  man  was  aA» 
ized  to  chastise  by  his  own  hand  those  vho  \ai 
injured  him.  Was  he  to  be  both  indg|e  and  enot 
timer  in  his  own  case  1  No  such  ihmg. 

Mr.  Gbbendp  said,  dlat,  in  coming  to  Congni 
every  year,  he  was  (»)liged  to  pass  over  territom 
belonging  to  Indians,  and  he  always  tboogfai  k 
necessary  to  carry  a  gun.  He  did  not  see,  ^  ^ 
resolution  as  it  stood,  why  the  military  offietntf 
the  United  States  mi^t  not  stop  him,  as  wdl  a 
other  people. 

Mr.  MoosE  objected  to  the  clatise,  altogetbti. 
It  is  usual  for  people  on  the  fronder  to  sw  oa 
parties  over  the  line  to  watch  the  Indiins,  >d 
when  they  are  coming  to  give  nodce,  that  tkt 
country  may  be  prepared  for  thdr  ree^ii» 
Now,  these  people  may  be  seized  yoaroffietn 
Mr.  FiicnLET  imagmed  it  would  be  the  ktf 
way  to  decUre  that  there  shall  be  no  frtntiet.  b 
had  been  said  by  Mr.  Hillhodsb,  that  die  Uuid 
States  might  withdraw  their  forces  and  leare  At 
fronder  settlers  to  defend  tfabmseives.  Didh 
imagine,  that  as  it  is,  diey  are  not  kept  i■lSF(^ 
petual  slate  of  alarm,  of  exertion,  and  of  dai^' 
There  has  not  been  a  harvest  for  many  yenvp^ 
where  the  people  have  not  been  callea  off  m 
their  labors,  and.  to  their  very  great  loss,  to  [»cW 
the  frontier.  Tnis  resolution  not  to  allow  i  [W- 
suit,  would  be  invitiii|;  the  Indians  with  a  witness 
Mr.  Seoowice  said,  that  this  ameadment,  in 
reaUty,  destroyed  all  that  had  been  donew  inieo^ 
ed.  No  military  officer,  alter  such  an  amendnieBt 
will  run  the  risk  of  taking  a  man  up.  The  piv 
sonerhas  only  to  say,  "lam  in  pursuit  ofbdiana/ 
and  then  he  must  be  set  at  liberty ;  for,intltevil- 
deniess,  no  evidence  can  be  had  to  contradict  bia 
The  amendment,  therefore,  wasaooupderw 
to  the  whole  affair.  Mr.  S.  said  he  was  pe"""^ 
extremely  hurt  at  the  constant  complauils«(" 
inefficiency  of  the  defence  afforded  on  the  IrtaW 
which  cost  annually  so  much  to  GoveromcBt 

Mr.  Bloobt  thought  that  the  best  way  re* 
be,  to  let  it  be  known  that  the  whites  were  aotw- 
ized  to  pursue  the  Indians  into  their  own  coim^ 
and  then  they  would  stand  more  in  awt 
mentioned  a  circumstance  that  hai^ned  irm 
memory,  to  prove  how  much  the  Indiaos  fttW' 
serious  attack,  and  how  well  they  remembnn' 
serious  chastisement.  Mr.  B.  stated  that  some  »■ 
dians  had  made  an  incursion,  and  were  ste>"°f 
cattle  belonging  to  the  Army,  at  a  block-lw» 
One  of  them  was  most  deservedly  shot,  aiw  »e 
soldier  had  his  pay  stopped.  - 
Mr.  HiLLHODSE  said,  themore  thathetbo^'^ 
this  amendment,  the  more  he  saw  its  mischiero* 
consequences.  It  went  to  invert  all  the 
had  been  made  for  the  protection  of  the  luW)' 
and,  instead  oS  being  a  bill  to  protect  then  1^ 
the  whites,  the  resolutifwa  would  produc*  >  <■'' 
to  nroteot  the  whites  from  them. 
Mr.  Shiub  objected  to  Mr.  SianrHK'a  l>^ 
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ng  threatened  that  the  Army  d*  the  United  States 
^ould  be  withdrawn  from  the  frontiers.  [He  had 
nade  some  other  advaoces  against  that  geatlemao, 
o  which  Mr.  Sedqwick  answered  not  load  enough 
o  be  heard ;  but  at  this  last,  he  arose,  and  said  that 
le  would  not  sit  still  to  bear  binneli  thus  quoted 
or  aJBnuatioiM  of  which  he  had  never  uttered  a 
lioffle  word.] 

Mr.  FfnuiHONS  really  hoped  that  the  House 
vpuld  not  agree  to  this  amendment.  It  would 
etallr  defeat  alt  the  effects  proposed  by  the  bill, 
t  haa  been  said  that  if  a  man  had  his  family  mur- 
lered,  and  he  was  in  pursuit  of  the  murderers,  he 
aight  be  stopped,  by  a  military  officer,  and  sent 
o  jail.  The  answer  was^  that  if  the  officer  refUsed 
o  join  him  in  the  pursuit  he  would  lose  his  com- 
aission.  He  should  be  sorry  if  those  resolutions, 
rhich  had  cost  so  much  tmie  and  labor  to  the 
louse,  were  thus  to  be  thrown  away. 

The  amendment  was,  on  a  dirision,  carried — 
reas  36,  nays  2&  The  Committee  then  rose. 


Satdbuay,  February  28. 
An  engrossed  bill  to  alter  and  amend  the  act 
tntitled    An  act  laying  certain  duties  upon  snun 
md  refined  sugar,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 
lassed. 

Mr.  HuTH,  from  the  emnmittee  appointed  on 
he  12th  of  Deeember  last,  respecting  the  settle- 
oent  of  the  aeeounls  of  the  former  Ooremment, 
ind  the  unpaid  balances  due  thereon,  reported  a 
ilatemcnt  or  aceomits  which  originated  under  the 
ate  GoTernmcnt,  and  which  have  been  settled 
ince  the  establishment  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
Dent,  to  the  Slst  day  of  December,  1791 ;  wnicb 
wus  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infofmed  the  House 
hat  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
tct  to  amend  the  second  section  of  an  act  to  erect 
L  light-house  on  the  head-land  of  Cape  Hatteras, 
md  a  lighted  beacon  on  Shell  Castfe  Inland,  in 
he  harbor  of  Ocraeock,  in  the  State  of  North 
I/arolina;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
if  this  Houae. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
ommitted  to  Mr.  B.  BotntKB,  Mr.  Blount,  and 
4r.  Watts. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houie  a  Report 
rom  the  Secretary  of  War.  aocompanying  further 
latements  in  the  cases  of  claimants  to  be  plaeed 
Q  the  list  of  pensioners,  returned  to  the  War  Of- 
«e  by  the  Judges  of  the  District  Courts  of  the 
7ntted  States,  smee  his  report  of  the  Slst  instant, 
nd  of  the  additional  eridence  receired  further  to 
upport  certain  claims,  formerly  stated;  which 
re  re  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  with  instructions  to  report 
hereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Bbatty  at  several  tijies  had  moved  that 
tie  bill  amendatory  of  the  "  act  laying  duties  upon 
arrmges  for  the  conveyauee  of  persoDs,"  reported 
y  him  a  few  days  since,  shonldDe  taken  up.  The 
Kaaate-of  other  more  important  business  before 
K  Hoose  prevented  his  motion  from  sueceedinjir, 
>  that  this  InH  may  be  expected  Co  stand  over  u 
its  pment  shape  till  next  session. 
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Mr.  Tbacy,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  reports  of  the  Secretary 
of  Waij  accompanying  sundry  statements  in  the 
cases  of  claimants  to  m  placed  on  the  list  of  pen- 
sioners returned  to  the  War  Office  by  the  Judges 
of  the  District  Courts  of  the  United  States,  made 
a  report ;  which  was  read.  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  hill  or  bills  be  brought  in  mak- 
ing provision  for  the  eases  of  the  said  claimants, 
respectively ;  and  that  the  Committee  of  Claims 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  authorize  a  0rant  of  lands  to  the  French  in- 
habitants of  Gialtiopolis,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  Mr.  Swirr,  Mr.  Scott,  and  Mr. 
Venablb. 

Mr.  Sbdowiok,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
^  An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  mterconnie  with  the 
Indian  tribes  r  which  was  read  twice,  amended  at 
the  Clerk's  table,  and,  together  with  the  amend- 
ments, ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time,  on  Monday  next. 

INDIAN  TRADING  HOUSES. 

It  was  moved  that  the  House  should  resotre  it- 
self into  a  Committee  on  the  bill  for  establishing 
trading  houses  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the 
Indian  nations  within  the  territory  of  the  United 
States.  This  was  done  according^,  Mr.  Sbbb- 
BDRNB  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  OiLBS  thai  moved  to  strike  oat  the  first 
section. 

Mr.  GoooHUB  wished  to  move  that  the  Com- 
mittee rise  *,  to  which  Mr.  Giles  agreed.  Mr. 
GooDBDB  then  said,  that  his  reason  for  this  moti<»i 
was  the  inattenticHi  of  members  to-  the  business 
before  them.  To  attempt  going  through  the  bill 
at  present  was  a  perfect  farce.  He  was  satisfied 
th^  the  bill  would  never  go  through  this  session. 
He  did  not,  for  his  own  part,  yet  know  whether  it 
was  proper  or  not. 

Mr.  Pabkbb  said,  that  the  bill  had  been  long 
enough  before  die  House  for  tbe  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  to  have  mada  himself  acquainted 
with  its  contenu  and  its  merits.  He  vindicated 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  as  tending  to  conciliate 
the  affections  of  a  distressed  and  unhappy  people, 
and  as  it  might  likewise  prevent  the  expenses  of 
a  war  with  them.  France,  Britain,  and  Spain, 
had  adopted  this  policy,  and  found  the  good  ef- 
fects of  It  He  considered  the  bill  as  of  the  ut- 
most consequence,  and,  thinking  so,  he  should  use 
his  utmost  influence  to  get  it  pused.  Tbe  ex- 
pense proposed  was  not  great,  as  the  a&lr  was 
only  experimental. 

Mr.  MoirraoMBBT  was  of  the  same  opimoa 
with  the  gentlenun  who  spoke  last.  He  thought 
that  the  lodians  had  common  sense  en<»igh  not 
to  quit  allies  who  supplied  them  with  articles 
whieh  ther  wanted,  till  we  also  made  some  eflbe- 
toal  eataUisbmenl  of  that  kind.  The  member 
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■weot  on  the  same  ground  with  the  gentleman 
who  spoke  last. 

Mr.  BoDDiNOT  thought  that  the  reason  giren  by 
Mr.  OoODHOE  for  moTiag  that  the  Committee 
should  rise,  riz :  that  gentlemen  would  not  attend 
to  their  dnty,  was  the  worst  imaginahle.  What 
did  the  House  meet  for  at  all?  It  was  the  duty  of 
the  Chair  to  compel  thera  to  mind  their  business. 
Mr.  B.  then  referred  to  something  which  had  been 
said  by  Mr.  Swift,  who  had  been  up  just  before 
Mr.  BouDiNOT.  Mr.  B.,in  reply  to  this  gentle- 
man, said,  that  he  would  not  widi  to  press  the 
bill  this  session  if  members  did  not  think  it  proper. 
He  was  willing,  if  agreeable,  to  refer  the  matter 
for  one  year  to  the  PREeioErtr.  But  there  nerer 
would  nor  could  be  a  complete  peace  till  some- 
thing of  this  kind  was  done.  The  Prebident 
himself  had  told  us  as  much. 

Mr.  Giles  said,  that  th^  bill  cotild  not  be  got 
through  this  session.  He  was  willing  to  take  the 
question  either  in  the  first  way  that  he  had  moved 
It,  or  in  any  other-  This  was  a  most  improper 
time  of  the  session  to  bring  it  in. 

Mr.  MoRRAT  hoped  that  the  Committee  would 
SerioQsly  attend  to  the  first  clause  in  the  bill,  and 
would  not  rise.  He  felt  the  shortness  of  the  time, 
hut  he  was  willing  to  devote  to-morrow  (Sunday ) 
to  dtis  subject,  and  he  trusted  that  the  importance 
of  it  would  give  the  employment  a  solemnity  not 
inconsistent  witb  the  day.  Without  a  UU  to  es- 
tablish a  well-guarded  intercourse  with  the  In- 
duins,  the  frontier  policy  will  be  unsjrstematic  and 
de^eaUe.  To  complete  the  system,  it  appeared 
to  him  that  threegreatobjeotsare  to  be  embraced: 
Ist.  Force  to  protect  the  frontier  from  Indlui  in- 
vadon— for  this  the  Military  EsteUidiment  is 
made.  2d.  A  regulation,  by  law,  that  shall  re- 
strain the  frontier  people  from  preidatory  invasion 
into  the  Indian  country,  carrying  law  and  settle- 
ment hand  in  hand.  3d.  The  establishment  of 
tradii^  houses  under  the  influence  of  the  two  first 
urts  raT  the  system,  for  the  purpose  of  conciliat- 
ing the  Indians  by  supplying  their  wsnts,  and  dc> 
tuhing  tbeir  hams  traiU  and  their  affeotions 
froo  ■  foreign  nation.  With  these  three  points 
embraced  in  one  system,  he  had  no  doubt  but  their 
ctKiperBtion  would  produce  the  great  object,  peace 
on  the  fivntier.  Without  the  last,  the  odiier  parts 
of  the  system  would  be  totally  inefficient 

Mr.  HiLLHonan  said,  that  the  House  ought  to 
begin  at  the  right  end  of  the  subject,  by  reversing 
the  vote  which  the  Committee  passed  yesterday, 
aathorizing  the  fVontier  people  to  pass  the  line  in  ' 

fiumuit  of  the  Indians  as  often  as  they  pleased, 
f  this  was  allowed,  it  would  be  impossible  ever 
to  keep  the  peace. 

On  a  division,  shall  the  Committee  now  rise? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirraative-^Tems  35, 
u»  31. 

The  question  was  then  put  by  the  Spbakbr, 
Shall  the  Committee  hare  feave  to  sit  again  t  It 
passed  in  the  affirmative— Teas  34,  nays  33. 

But  it  was  presently  remarked,  that  some  gen- 
tlemen had  risen  both  in  the  yeas  and  nays  ] 
others  had  been  without  the  bar.  The  question 
was,  dMrefm,  taken  over  again,  and  determined 
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in  the  negative — Teas  36,  nays  41.  The  M  is. 
therefore,  thrown  out. 

INDIAN  LANDS  IN  GEORGIA. 

The  House  moceeded  to  considei  the  task- 
ti(nis  and  amendments  thereto,  reported  yeeieidiT 
bom  the  Committee  of  the  Whc^e  Hoaseaatlit 
report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  refemd  t 
motion  of  the  26tJii  instant,  remectio^  such  pa- 
sons  as  shall  be  assembled  or  embodied  m  ann&ci 
any  lands  belonging  to  Indians  out  of  the  uri- 
nary jurisdiction  of  any  State,  or  of  the  temtorj 
the  United  States  South  of  the  rirer  (Hut: 
Whereupon, 

The  first  resolution  being  read,  in  the  vordi 
following,  to  wit : 

*'  Setohed,  Thtt  alt  persons  who,  nnuithoiM  h 
law,  and  yii&  hostile  intent,  may  be  fbnnd  in  um  a 
any  lands  allotted  or  seeoved  to  the  Indtuu  tmlm 
between  the  United  States  and  any  Indian  tiibet,  M 
on  conviction  Uteieof^  forfeit  a  sum  not  exoeadiug — 
dollan,  and  be  iraprisoned  not  exceeding  nxntbt.' 

And  the  amendment  thereto,  reported  hj  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  add  to  ik 
end  thereof  the  words^  "  unless  it  shall  be  in 
mediate  pursuit  of  Indians  who  shaU  hare  itcoi- 
ly  committed  hostilities." 

When  the  quotion  was  about  to  be  taken  oe  iL 
Mr.  Vbnablb  rose,  and  pointed  out  the  diffmsn 
of  opinion  between  two  gentlemen  who  were  bod 
omtosed  to  his  amendment.  One  <^  them  JUt- 
Sedgwick]  had  maintained  that,  when  iadindd 
Indians,  unauthorized  by  the  rest  of  theii  tribt 
crossed  the  line  and  committed  depredation,  i 
settler  was,  by  the  law  of  natioi^  authoiized  te 
pursue  themacross  the  line  and  to  retaliate,  aadilai 
thu  was  implied  in  the  bill.  Mr.  HiLLBOcaE'htd 
materially  difiered  from  him,  and  agreed  wiik 
Mr.  Venablg,  in  supposing  that  the  penoo  « 
pursuing  across  the  line  was  punishable  b;  the  n- 
solution  as  it  stood,  without  the  amendment.  Bt 
then  reminded  the  House  that  this  frontia  lot 
was  perhaps  fifteen  hundred  miles  loi«.  Tlw  b- 
dians  may  come  over  any  part  of  it,  while  dMS* 
tizens  of  the  United  States  are  not  to  be  allovc^ 
to  cross  it  one  mile  in  pursuit.  Even  a  mas  > 
pursuit  of  savages  who  may  have  carried  cS  ik 
wife  and  children,  may  be  stopped.  The  amo^ 
ment  he  regarded  as  essential.  Military  ofttflt 
may  judge  on  the  spot  whether  such  pen* 
whom  they  meet  beyond  the  line,  in  pursnita 
Indians,  are  within  the  sense  of  the  act  or  not. 

Mr.  Ambs  denied  that  the  resolutiraasitfa' 
stood  took  away  the  right  uf  a  man  to  Hrsoedt 
Indians  in  order  to  recover  his  wife  and  child* 
But  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Vbnablb  went  to  le- 
galize all  those  acts  of  violence  and  revtti^,tli^ 
for  a  century  past,  have  dduged  the  frontier  wip 
blood. 

Mr.  Ltman  vindicated  the  inhal»uuib  ft  * 
frontiffl-.  If  the  Indians  are  so  unfortonatessu 
be  the  dupes  of  other  nations,  (viz:  the  Spaatv* 
and  British,)  that  is  not  our  fault.  The  frosiie 
people,  from  time  to  time,  have  done  every  Aa( 
in  their  power  to  keep  them  in  peace. 

Mr.  HiLLRQDU  opposed  theunendaenL 
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Mr.  McDowBLL  said,  that  weekly  and  daily 
muiders  were  couunitted  by  the  Creeks  in  the 
district  of  Mero  and  in  the  Soathwesteia  Terri- 
toiy.  Do  the  United  States  avenge  these  mur- 
ders? Na  Do  they  demand  bftck  the  property 
carried  off?  No.  uistead  of  any  latidaction  p> 
the  peoole,  their  characters  are  abused  on  this 
floor.  The  frontier  people  know  that  their  hap- 
piness consists  in  peace,  and,  therefore,  cultivate 
It  as  much  as  they  can.  He  took  a  jgeoeral  view 
of  the  subject,  and  explained  the  insignificance  of 
the  posts  as  at  present  held  by  the  troops  of  the 
United  States  for  any  purpose  of  protection.  He 
noticed  the  inveterate  hatred  of  the  Indians  against 
the  whites,  and  their  innate  thirst  of  blood. 

Mr.  MooR£  went  on  the  same  grounds. 

Mr.  Giles  did  net  like  the  harsh  style  assumed 
by  some  gentlemen  in  speaking  of  the  frontier 
lettlers.  An  hundred  years  hence  these  people 
would  preponderate  over  this  part  of  the  Conti- 
nent. He  represented  an  Adantie  part  of  the 
tTaion,  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  wmud  careflilly 
ivotd  anr  thing  that  might  offend  the  Western 
people.  The  first  settlers  in  this  country  were, 
when  they  first  landed,  frontier  settlers.  For  bis 
>wB  part,  he  believed  that  the  war  between  the 
tvhites  and  the  Indians  would  be  eternal.  He  said, 
Jiat,  from  some  intelligence  received  this  day, 
;heie  was  reason  to  believe  that  a  wax  with  the 
Greeks  might  soon  be  expected. 

Mr.  Wadswohth.— Gentlemen  have  a  great 
Usposition  to  husband  our  little  time,  and  I  need 
lot  mention  their  manner  of  doing  it.  He  said 
hat  be  was  willing  to  grant  protection  to  the  fron- 
iers,  but  not  to  give  leave,  as  by  the  amendment 
troposed,  for  an  eternal  war.  He  thought  it  cal- 
iulated  to  drive  the  gentlemen  on  each  side  of 
his  quesUcm  into  such  opposite  exuemes.  that 
hey  would  never  meet  again  upon  the  subject, 
le  was  willing  to  grant  any  degree  of  protection, 
■ut  nothing  for  conquest.  He  said  that  the  ances- 
ors  of  die  people  now  in  the  Atlantic  part  of  the 
oantry  were  once  frontier  people,  and  he  believed 
hem  to  have  been  neither  worse  nor  better  than 
he  present  settlers,  who  are  in  the  same  situation. 
Ve  are  told  of  murders  and  robberies  committed 
r  the  ludifms}  but  the  accounts  of  some  of  the 
fflcers  employed  by  Government  vary  a  little 
rom  this,  ana  give  room  to  suspect  that  there 
lay  be  some  error  on  both  sides.  He  did  not  be- 
eve  that  this  amendment  would  pass:  but,  if  it 
3ould  do  so,  it  would  widen  the  difference  of 
pinion  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Paob  was  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Cabmes  could  not  conceive  the  reason  why 
U  r^ulations  made  in  this  House  were  for  In- 
ians  only,  as  if  the  whites  were  coostantLy  the 
^essors.  He  asked  if  the  Creeks  performed  a 
a^le  tittle  of  the  treaty  of  New  York,  about 
rhich  there  had  been  so  much  parade  1  No.  The 
oly  design  of  Indians  in  making  a  peace  is  to 
et  presents,  for  these  they  always  get.  As  soon 
1  these  are  spent  they  commit  a  new  set  of  mur- 
3rs,  in  the  hopes  of  another  treaty.  Thus  they 
ways  have  gone  on,  and  always  will  go  on, 
om  murders  to  treaties,  and  from  treaties  to  mur- 
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ders.  Mr.  C.  comidained  that  a  gottleman  from 
Maryland  fMr.  Mubbay]  had  some  days  ago 
called  the  frontier  people  semi-savages.  He  hoped 
that  such  an  expression  would  never  again  be 
used  in  that  House.  As  to  the  treaty  of  New 
York,  he  might  be  told  that  the  Creeks  riestored  » 
number  of  women  and  childreiL  He  knew  that ; 
but  he  also  knew  that,  before  they  did  so,  the  re- 
lations of  those  people  were  obliged  to  put  their 
hands  in  their  pockets  and  pay  large  sums  for  thev 
redemption,  as  the  prisoners  woul^  not  have  bee^ 
delivered  up  in  consequence  of  the  treaty  of  NeV 
York.  This  bill,  without  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
VENABL.E,  would  be  an  encoiutigemeul  to  the  sa- 
vages to  come  over  the  line  and  muider  witli 
impunity. 

Mr.  Scott  was  entirely  in  iavor  of  the  amend- 
ment. If  the  resolution  passes  without  the  amend- 
ment houses  will  soon  be  smoking  and  blood  tun- 
ning. He  believed  that  the  subject  in  question 
was  beyond  the  reach  of  human  wisdom  to  regu- 
late. He  thought  tliat  stciking  out  the  amend- 
ment would  oiuy  encourage  the  Indians  to  come 
in  a  body  across  the  line.  This  they  were  never 
afraid  of  doing.  The  only  thing  which  they  feared 
was  a  pursuit,  and  this  was  to  be  effectually  pee* 
vented  by  striking  out  the  amendment  Was  theee 
ever  such  a  thing  heard  of  before  as  that,  when 
the  savages  have  carried  off  a  man's  wife  and 
cbUdreQ,lie  must  not  be  at  liberty  to  pursue  them? 
It  would  be  the  most  frightful  thing  imaginable 
for  the  House  to  pass  a  law  declaring  such  a  pur- 
suit criminal.  Mr.  S.  could  -figure  a  case  where 
the  farm  of  a  settler  might  come  close  to  the  In- 
dian line,  and  the  Indisus  might'  stan<f  on  the 
other  side  of.  the  line  and  shoot  him,  and  his 
neighbors  would  not  be  at  liberty  to  pncau  the 
murderer.  Mr.  3.  said,  that  in  that  part  of  the 
country  when  he  resided  (Washington  county) 
nothing  of  this  kind  was  to  be  feared,  as  the  Uiie 
was  at  a  sufficient  distance  from  the  cultivaUtl 
lands,  but  there  were  other  places  09  the  frontiw 
of  the  United  States  where  this  might  happen. 
He  said  that  no  Christian  nation  had  a  right  to 
a^  better  terms  than  this  amendment  offered  to 
the  savages.  Stay  upon  your  own  side  of  the 
line  and  you  are  safe,  but,  if  you  cross  over  to  us, 
we  snail  croKs  over  in  pursuit  of  you.  This  was 
fair  play.  If  the  resolution  passed  without  the 
amendment.  Mr.  S.  said  that  the  Indians  would 
immediately  encamp  close  on  their  side  of  the 
line,  and  he  in  watch  there  for  whole  months 
together,  till  they  found  a  safe  opportunity  of 
crossing. 

Mr.  MuBBAY  said,  he  would  make  a  remark  or 
two  on  the  criticism  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  who  had  felt  affected  by  an  expressiop 
of  his  a  few  days  since,  when  he  called  some  of 
the  people  of  the  frontier  "semi-savages."  He 
dfd  sa  and  he  felt  the  expression  not  inapj^cahlf. 
He  confined  the  Import  of  this  expression  exclu- 
sively to  those  upon  the  frontier  wno  lead  an  un- 
stationary  life — who  press  forward  into  the  deep^ 
wilderness,  by  the  new  waves  of  advancing  popu- 
lation, and  live  the  life  of  savages  without  their 
virtuea.  He  begged  leave  to  call  the  geBtlemu^^ 


indum  Landt  in  fieor^gto. 


Digitized  by 


HISTORY  OF  C(»^GlffiSS. 


1368 


H.orR.] 


IhdiaH  Lands  m  Qwgia. 


[Fbbbqiit,  1796. 


attention  to  a  declaration  of  hik  own  last  session, 
to  Justify  this  expression,  which  he  used  more  to 
designate  a  peculiar  than  a  general  character  of 
the  people  in  the  remon  to  which  he  applied  it. 
The  gentleman  said,  ne  did  not  value  the  lives  of 
one  hundred  Indians  as  much  as  the  life  of  one 
white  man,  or  words  to  that  extent  [This  was 
in  a  debate  just  before  the  close  of  the  last  session. 
The  words  of  Mr.  Carkes  were,  "  I  would  not 

give  the  life  of  one  white  man  for  that  of  fifty 
idians."]  Mr.  Murray  said,  he  had  two  point!? 
always  in  his  view  when  the  frontier  was  a  sub- 
ject m  that  House—protection  to  the  frontier 
against  the  hostility  of  the  Indians,  and  restraint 
upon  the  whites  to  prevent  the  occasions  of  war 
■gainst  the  sarages.  He  had  given  every  testi- 
mony to  the  first  by  supporting  every  tneasure  for 
tiieir  defence ;  that  he  represented  a  district  per- 
fectly beyond  the  dan^r  of  the  Indians,  was  proof 
that  ne  was  actuated  in  his  Totes  for  apprupria' 
tion  and  force  by  no  other  motive  than  that  wnich 
belonged  to  every  man  there  who  supported  the 
great  principle  of  Government,  that  me  whole 
must  protect  the  parts.  He  wished  to  see  such  a 
system  established,  combining  these  two  points, 
as  would  give  complete  protection  against  the  In- 
dians, and  yet  restrain  the  whites  from  violating 
peace.  He  wished  to  see  the  day  when  the  arms 
of  the  Government  might,  without  a  crime,  strike 
a  whole  tribe,  if  that  tribe  or  its  members  waged 
war  on  the  frontiers.  But^  to  do  this,  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  place  our  relative  situation  so  as  that 
justice  miffht be  secured.  He  wished  to  adopt  a 
xegttlatiralike  the  present,  to  prevent  oar  felfow- 
citizens  from  the  gratification  of  private  revenge, 
the  source  from  whence  so  tnuen  blood  is  shed. 
In  order  to  justify  exemplary  punishment  on  In- 
dian tribes,  you  must  first  be  in  a  situation  to  re- 
strain die  whites  from  doing  injustice  to  them. 
Tou  most  do  what  all  nations  have  done,  when, 
from  the  general  or  local  state  of  civilization,  pri- 
vate war  disturbs  public  tranquility — you  must 
restrain  the  right  of  private  war,  by  placing  the 
power  of  venKeance  out  of  the  reach  of  indivi- 
duals, and  in  the  hands  of  Government.  Nor  did 
this  idea  go  at  all  to  restrain  that  unalienable 
right  of  resistance  against  imminent  danger, 
which  was  sanctioned  by  the  law  of  nature.  The 
jacture-drawn  by  die  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, [Mr.  SoottJ  with  his  accustomed  ability  and 
force,  was  certainly  an  interesting  one— were  an 
encampment  of  Indians  to  be  heard  in  the  woods 
near  a  settlement,  after  any  evidence  of  hostility, 
he  did  not  doubt  but  the  neighbors  would  be  per- 
fectly justifiable  in  changing  the  scene  of  blood 
from  the  cottage  to  the  camp — if  the  amendment 
wltich  actually  arms  all  the  passions  of  revenge 
with  the  rights  of  law,  be  rejected,  you  will  at- 
tain one  of  the  great  objects  of  frontier  policy — 
■the  ability  to  restrain  the  right  of  private  war, 
from  which  public  war  arises  as  a  consequence. 
The  Government  will,  when  this  ability  to  restrain 
is  complete,  become  responsible  for  the  protection 
of  the  whites  against  the  savaces.  Until  that  is 
aeeomplishedj  he  did  not  believe  Government 
could,  either  in  justice  or  policy,  expend  treasure 


or  use  ftnce,  when  uncertain  of  the  justice  tif  thi 
cause.  He  therefore  hopM  that  the  amendmat 
would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  FiNOLET  was  for  the  amendment,  and 
mentioned  several  examples  to  prove  the  crndtr 
and  perfidy  of  the  Indians. 

The  amendment  itself  was  in  these  vords: 
"Unless  it  shall  be  in  immediate  pursuit  of  ibe 
Indians  who  have  recently  committed  bostilitia.'' 

Mr.  Maotson  did  not  think  the  questioD  eipt 
cit ;  he,  therefore  proposed  another,  which  wu  (o 
prevent  the  pursuers  from  coming  within  a  cemii 
number  of  miles  of  an  Indian  town.  Heirasu- 
tremely  doubtful  whether  his  amendment  or  ut 
other  would  effectually  answer  the  end  propoBw. 
He  was  convinced  that  no  law  of  any  kind  an^ 
be  able  to  hrader  people  fVom  crossing  the  fin  in 
pursuit  of  Indians,  who  might  hare  einiid  of 
their  fiimilies. 

Mr.  Harfer  said,  that  however  little  timcde 
House  had  to  spare,  and  however  long  the  &■ 
cussion  might  have  been,  be  could  not  help  tm- 

fiassin^j.  on  their  patience  for  a  short  time  to  i^ 
iver  his  sentiments,  as  he  thought  bimselfu^  ' 
ably  acquainted  with  the  subject.   He  exprealf 
denied  that  the  Indians  ever  committed  aof  mnr- 
der  without  previous  provocation.   The  jirocos 
is  shortly  this :   An  Indian  crosses  the  b&e  ul 
steals  a  norse.   And  as  long  as  Indians  exist  tkef  j 
will  always  steal  horses.   The  man  to  ^om  Ik  | 
horse  belonged  collects  as  many  of  his  nngbbns , 
as  he  thinks  sufficient,  pursues  the  Indian,  apd,io( ! 
contented  with  recovering  his  horse,  he  kilb^  ! 
thief.   The  Indians,  who  hare  no  sndi  wsm  , 
ideas  of  property,  immediately  come  over  tw 
line,  and  in  revenge  murder  a  number  of  innocai 
people.    Indian  murders  are  not  uni»oTokM- 
They  are  not  of  that  stamp.   Mr.  H.  cwBiderM 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Venablg  as  a  soarceof 
endless  confusion.   Any  man,  if  it  passed,  mis')* 
cross  the  Indian  line  as  often  as  he  thought  pm- 
per,  and  say  that  he  was  in  pursuit  of  Indians  wtu 
prisoners.   I  undertake,  (said  he,)  if  yoa  will 
give  me  an  hundred  dollars,  to  go  to  the  ftoniw 
and  get  a  witness  who  will  come  into  a  Court  of 
Justice  and  swear  that  on  such  a  day  ten  Indiiw 
came  over  the  line  in  arms.   Mr.  H.  said  he 
personally  acquainted  with  the  frontiers.  Heh" 
a  high  respect  for  the  inhabitants,  t***"^ 
many  very  worthy  people  among  thein,  •"■^JjjT 
wise  many  others  oi  a  very  different  kind. 
amendment  will  set  open  a  door  to  all  sorts'^ 
fraud  and  m;bchief.   Mr.  H.  honored  the  seo^ 
meots  of  patriotism  that  gave  rise  to  it,  birt  v 
could  not  possibly  agree  to  the  proprietf  « 
insertion. 

Mr.  WhitEj  the  member  from  the  Sontb^W" 
Territory,  said,  that  he  had  to  complain  of* 
slaughter  of  near  four  hundred  citizens  onder^, 
auspices  of  your  Government.  He  felt  huMO" 
much  affected,  and  as  to  the  doctrine  of  Iiww< 
killing,  only  in  retaliation,  he  denied  it  altog^- 
The  love  of  blood  was  hereditary  in  them.  TfJ* 
the  gentleman  says  that  with  an  hundred  ml*' 
in  his  pocket,  he  can  find  ten  men  on  the  fronW"^ 
[Mr.  Harpbr  explained,  that  he  only  said  h*"*"  i 
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find  a  witness.]  Well,  (said  Mr.  W.)  if  the  ^n- 
tteman  did  not  meao  a  reflectioQ  on  the  frontiers, 
be  meant  nothing  at  all.  I  know  not  how  well 
the  gentleman  may  be  practised  in  the  arts  of  sub- 
ornation, bat  I  myself  know  of  no  such  man.  [Mr. 
Habpbb. — I  erpected  the  gentleman  would  con- 
fine himself  to  a  decent  answer.]  Mr.  W.  pro- 
ceeded to  obserTe  that  no  man  acquainted  with 
the  frontiers  woold  hare  made  any  such  assertion 
as  the  gendemao  had  done.  He  was  likewise  ex- 
tremeljr  surprised  at  the  eentleman  from  Maryland^ 
for  having  persisted  in  affirming  that  many  of  the 
frontier  people  were  semi-sarages. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  now  taken  on  the 
amendment  which  was  lost  by  a  majority  of  7 — 
yeas  3^  nays  4^  as  follows : 

YiAsf^ames  Aimstnng,  nwodonu  Bailey,  Abra* 
ham  Baldwin,  Thomas  Blonnt,  Thomas  P.  Camos, 

Gabriel  Christie,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William  3.  Daw- 
ton,  George  Dent,  Samue)  Dexter,  Gabriel  DuvoU, 
Benjamin  Edwards,  WiUism  Findley,  Christopher 
Grreennp,  William  B.  Grove,  George  Hancock,  Carter 
B.  Harrison,  John  Heath,  William  Irvine,  Matthew 
Locke,  WiUiamXyman,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Joseph  Mc- 
Dowell, Alexander  Mebane,  William  Montgomerf, 
Andrew  Moore,  Peter  MaUaib«rg,  Joseph  Neville, 
Anthony  New,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Thomas 
Scott,  J<^  Smilie,  Thomas  Sprigg,  Thomas  Tiedwell, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Abraham  VenaUe,  Frands  WaN 
ter,  Kichard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats. — Fisher  Ames,  John  Beatty,  .EliKB  Bondinot, 
iheaijashub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Lambert  Cad- 
valader,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  Henry 
i)e«rl>om,  Thomas  Fitzsimona,  Dwight  Foster,  Ezekiel 
Gilbert,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Henty  Glenn,  Benjamin 
Soodhue,  James  Gordon,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  James 
liUhoose,  William  Hindman,  Samuel  Holten,  J<dm 
lonter,  Aaim  Kitchell,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Amasa 
teamed,  James  Madison,  Francis  Malbone,  William 
Tuu  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Andrew  Pickens,  Thee- 
lore  Sedgwick,  John  S.  Sherburne,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
sormel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift,  George 
iliateher,  Uriah  Tnu^,  Jonathan  TrumbuU,  John  E. 
''an  Allen,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
eramiah  Wadsworth,  John  Watts,  Benjamin  Wil- 
ams,  and  Paine  Wingate. 

Mr.  Giles,  who  had  been  in  the  House  during 
he  whole  debate,  had  gone  out  just  before  the 
uestion  was  put,  and  returning  immediately  after 
he  names  had  been  called,  asked  leave  to  vote. 
?he  rule  of  the  House  was  read  by  the  Speaker, 
rhich  is,  that  no  member  shall  vote  who  was  not 
resent  at  putting  of  the  question.  Mr.  O.  on  this 
ccount  was  not  allowed  a  vote. 

Mr.  Carnes  tbcD  moved  to  amend  the  said  re- 
slutioa  fay  adding  to  the  end  thereof  the  follow 
ig  words: 

"  Unless  it  shaU  be  in  continuation  of  a  pumiit  to  a 
istance  not  exceeding  ■  ' '  miles  beyond  the  line  of 
le  partiealar  Indians  who  dull  have  recently  eommit- 
id  murder,  or  may  be  carrying  off  captim  or  pinnden" 

It  Was  resolved  to  the  affirmative. 

The  said  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  again 
•ad,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Resolved.  That  all  persons  who,  unauthorized 
f  law,  and  with  hostile  intent,  may  be  found  in 
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arms  on  tiny  lands  allotted  or  secured  to  the  In- 
dians by  treaties  between  the  United  States  and 
any  Indian  tribes,  shall,  on  conviction  thereof^ 

fotfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  dollars,  and  be 

imprisoned  not  exceeding  months,  unless 

it  snail  be  in  continuation  of  a  pursuit  to  a  dis- 
tance not  exceeding  .miles  beyond  the  line 

of  the  particular  Indians  who  shall  have  recently 
committed  minder,  or  may  be  CBrrying  off  cap- 
tives or  plunder. 

The  second  resolution  being  again  read,  and 
amended,  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  Hook,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  U  shAll  be  lawful  for  the  mili. 
tary  force  of  the  United  States  to  apprehend  every 

ferson  or  persons  found  in  arms  as  aforesaid,  and 
im  or  them  to  convey  to  the  civil  authority  of 
the  United  States  within  some  one  of  the  States, 
who  shall,  by  such  authority,  be  secured  to  be  triea 
in  manner  and  form  as  is  provided  in  and  by  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  mter- 
course  with  the  Indian  tribes :"  Provided^  That 
no  person  shall  be  confined,  after  his  arrest,  and 

before  his  removal,  more  than  days. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brougnt  in  pui* 
suant  to  the  said  resolutions,  and  that  Mr.  Ssno- 
wicK,  Mr.  MAnisoN,  and  Mr.  Hillbodbe,  do  pre* 
pare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  further  provision  for  the  support  of 
Public  Credit,  and  for  the  redemption  of  toe  Pub- 
lic Debt,"  with  amendments ;  to  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments;  and  the  same  being  read, 

A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  section 
proposing  an  additional  half  per  centum  to  the 
holders  u  the  Foreign  Debt,  u  they  should  saV- 
scribe  the  sune  to  the  Domestic  Debt,  so  as  to 
make  the  principal  and  interest  payable  at  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Heistbb  observed,  that  he  should  vote  for 
striking  out  that  section ;  that  doing  so  would  not 
derange  the  other  parts  of  the  bill,  as  every  other 
provision  in  it  would  be  complete  without  this 
section.  He  was  anxious  to  have  it  stricken  out,  be- 
cause he  conceived  it  was  making  a  most  important 
change  in  the  system  of  our  Debt,  a  change  which, 
if  by  experience  we  should  find  injurious,it  would 
be  out  of  our  power  to  remedy.  He  confessed 
there  was  an  inconvenience  and  expense  in  re- 
mitting such  large  sums  as  the  interest  of  our 
Foreign  Debt  and  instalments  to  Europe^  but 
asked,  if  that  inconvenience  would  be  remedied  by 
paying  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and 
whether  subscribing  it  here  really  made  it  Domes- 
tic Debt  ?  If  it  did,  he  should  think  it  well  worth 
half  a  per  centum  in  addition  to  the  present  rate 
of  interest ;  but  that,  he  said,  would  not  be  the 
case  J  the  money  was  still  owned  in  Europe,  and 
must  go  there,  remit  it  who  will,  and  thereiore  he 
conceived  that  the  effect  of  the  proposed  alteratitai 
in  the  Debt  would  be  no  other  than  this :  that 
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instead  of  the  United  States  remitting  upon  the 
best  possible  terms  tbey  can,  $  private  coocem  in 
Europe  would  be  enabled  to  remit  as  they  pleased, 
and  for  which  they  would  be  well  paid ;  for  one- 
half  per  cent,  added  to  the  present  intemt,  ii, 
accordine  to  the  different  loans,  from  ten  to  twelTe- 
ai^-a-huf  per  cent,  on  the  gross  sums  to  be  remit- 
ted ;  and  that  in  times  peace  ther  might  remit 
specie  at  an  expense  of  two-and-a-nalf  per  cent., 
and  make  a  profit  of  from  seven  to  ten  per  cent*. 
Why,  said  he,  cannot  our  own  Treasury  Depart- 
ment make  tnis  remittance,  and  save  the  differ- 
ence, when  it  may  be  conTcnient  to  skip  money, 
and  that  of  this  we  ought  always  to  be  aUe  to 
judge  ourselves? 

He  did  not,  however,  dread  this  as  the  greatest 
evil;  he  found  a  greater  to  both  the  agricultural 
and  mercantile  interests  of  the  country. 

It  was,  he  said,  well  known  that  a  single  concern 
(he  meant  the  Willinks,  Van  Staphorsts,  <fcc.,  mer- 
chants of  Amsterdam)  were  the  directors  of  the 
c^ief  of  oar  loans  in  Europe,  and  that  the  inters 
^ey  had  to  receive  upon  the  Foreign  Debt  alone 
amounted  to  between  five  and  six  hondred  thou- 
sand doUars  annually  j  and  that  besides  this  they 
were  the  directors  of  very  large  purchases  made, 
and  perhaps  still  making,  of  our  Domestic  Debt, 
which  they  had  organized,  and  now  conducted  in 
the  nature  of  a  banc,  so  that  we  could  not  in  either 
case  expect  the  subscriptions  of  individual  holders 
of  our  Debt,  and  that  consequently  this  would  be 
no  inducement  for  them  to  remove  here.  If,  there- 
fore, that  Debt  was  subscribed  at  all,  it  would  be 
by  these  directors.  He  believed  that  the  command 
of  such  enormous  sums  of  money  to  be  received 
by  a  single  house  annually  from  this  country, 
would  he  dangerous  to  our  trade ;  for,  by  the  bare 
dread  ol  our  banks  and  moneyed  institutions  where 
the  public  money  is  kept,  that  these  sums  might  be 
drawn  out  for  exportation,  they  would  be  obliged 
to  lurrow  their  aiscounts  so  as  very  much  to  re- 
strain our  exporters  in  their  purchases  and  prices. 
He  confessea  he  did  not  believe  it  would  injure 
the  Middle  States,  whose  produce  would  find  a 
market  in  the  West  Indies,  as  well  as  in  Europe, 
as  much  as  it  would  those  States  whose  rice  and 
tobacco  solely  depended  on  the  European  market, 
and  was  more  an  object  for  remittance.  For  if 
the  agents  of  those  gentlemen  should  make  a  point 
of  keeping  down  the  price  of  the  articles  they 
wanted  to  purchase,  that  might  be  effected  by 
drawing  largely  on  the  Treasury,  so  as  to  produce 
a  scarcity  of  cash  at  the  time  of  their  comiRg  to 
market.   This,  he  believed  himself,  might  be  ex- 

E!Cted  from  people  who  do  everything  by  calcn- 
tton.  For,  as  the  interest  i;  to  be  paid  to  the 
individual  money-lender  in  Holland  nut  once  a 
year,  and  by  this  plan  it  is  to  be  paid  here  quarter- 
yearly,  the  remittance  may  be  made  to  the  direct- 
ors in  good  time,  either  in  specie,  prodnee,  or  bills, 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  receivers }  tnat,  althoogh  it 
might  cost  the  Treasury,  as  had  been  stated,  near 
ten  per  cent,  to  remit  bills,  it  ought  to  be  consi- 
dered that  when  the  merchant  sells  his  bills  high, 
it  enters  into  the  price  of  the  articles  he  purchases, 
so  that  what  is  lost  to  the  Treasury  is  got  by  the 
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seller  of  the  induce :  that  these  seasoas  iaiuxi 
him  to  hope  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  sediia 
would  prevail. 

The  motion  was  withdrawn. 

After  some  dtseusaion,^  iht  amendnWDH  wot 
agreed  to,  with  an  additional  un^draent  apoi 
those  of  the  Senate. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  FOREIGN  NATIONS. 

The  fdlowine  confidential  Message  wu  n- 
ceived  from  the  Prrbideht  op  tbb  Umm 
States : 

GentUmtn  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  Sepretentatieet  .- 

In  my  first  communication  to  Gaagnm,  dnriaf  tkar 
present  session,  I  gave  them  reason  to  expect  thit  "<■■ 
tain  circumstances  of  our  interconrse  with  fi»«i|B  n- 
tions"  would  be  transmitted  to  thorn.  TTjere  wm,  il 
that  timo,  every  assurance  finr  believing  that  some  offtt 
moat  important  of  onr  Ibreign  afiun  would  hsn  im 
concluded,  and  others  conaiderabty  matured,  bdbn  itj 
should  rise.  But,  notwithstanding  I  have  waittd  od 
this  moment,  it  has  so  happened  that,  either  from  esoM 
unknown  to  me,  or  from  events  which  could  not  be  on- 
trolled,  I  am  yst  unable  to  execute  my  original  intat- 
Uon.  That  I  may,  however,  fulfil  the  expectation  pm, 
as  &r  as  the  actiul  situation  of  things  will  in  mjjadg- 
ment  permit,  I  now,  tn  eonjidenee,  lay  befine  Ciogm 
the  fbuowing  general  statement 

Our  Minister  near  the  French  RepnUie  has  mpj 
compensation  for  the  mjnries  which  onr  coniiKnekf 
sustained  from  captures  by  French  cruisers,  from  thesoa- 
iiilfibnent  of  the  contracts  of  the  agenu  of  the  Rmhie 
with  our  citizens,  and  from  Ae  embargo  at  BotwMi. 
He  has  also  pressed  an  allowance  for  the  mooM  nxd 
by  Congress,  for  relieving  the  inhabitants  of  6b  Doiiii> 
go.  It  afibrds  me  the  highest  pleasure  to  mfen  Cm- 
gress  that  perfect  harmony  reigns'  between  tk  tm 
Republics,  3nd  that  thoee  claims  are  in  a  trais  of  b^Bf 
discuaeed  with  candor,  and  of  being  amicably  tSpi^A 

So  much  of  our  relation  to  Great  Britain  majdepoiJ 
upon  the  result  of  our  late  negotiations  in  Lcmdta,  tk4 
until  that  result  shall  arrive,  I  cannot  undertake  to  mtl) 
any  communication  upon  this  subject. 

After  the  negotiation  with  Spain  had  been  leaf 
pending,  unusual  and  unexpected  em'banaiaMiilsv*' 
raised  to  interrapt  its  pn^ress.  But  the  GinniiuM» 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  near  the  United  Suies,  hmH 
declared  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  if  a  P"^"** 
accommodation  should  be  made  in  the  eonaae^* 
the  business,  no  further  delay  would  ensue,  I  Uwopl 
proper,  under  all  circumstances,  to  send  to  His 
Majesty  an  Envoy  Extraordinary,  specially  Aupi* 
bring  to  a  conclusion  the  diacussions  which  Imw  bM 
formerly  announced  to  Cangres^ 

The  friendship  of  Her  Most  FsHhfiil  Majesty  h«i  !«■ 
oflenmanifested  incbeckingthepaseageoTdieAlgvi*'  I 
corsairs  into  the  Atlantic  O^an.  She  hasalsoftiniv 
oooaaenal  convoys  to  the  vesseia  of  the  United  ScrtA  i 
even  'vdien  boiuid  lo  other  ports  than  her  own.  "*  ' 
may  therefore  pronuw  ouiBelves,  that  as,  in  the  oniini?  i 
course  of  thiiigs,  few  causes  can  exist  for  dinaut&coa  | 

between  the  United  Sutes  and  Portugal,  so  the  teofiH 
with  which  accidental  ^fBculties  will  be  met  on 
ude,  will  speedily  remove  diem. 

Between  the  Executive  of  the  United  Statei  * 
Qovemment  of  die  United  Netheriands,  bat  liltie  >^ 
course  has  taken  place  daring  dw  last  year.  ItstV** 
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MoeptaUetD  OoQgTCHtolflnB  tint  oar  cradit  in 
■ad  ii  rajnuented  m  fltending  iqwn  the  most  nfpMte- 

Upon  the  death  of  the  late  Emperor  of  Moiocco  aa 
igratma  denatdied  to  renew,  witti  his  aaccemor,  the 
nafyvriliditba  United  State»hadinad«  with  Aim.  The 
igcnt  onjortunately  diod,  after  he  had  reached  Bwrope, 
n  tfiA  prosecution  of  bis  missiMi.  But,  until  lately,  it 
ne  impossible  to  detenuine,  widi  any  degree  of  proba- 
lili^,  who  of  the  oompetdtors  for  that  empbe  would  be 
Jtimately  fixed  in  the  supreme  power.  Although  the 
aeasures  which  have  been  since  adopted,  for  ^e  re- 
LBwal  of  the  treaty,  have  been  obstructed  by  the  cQs- 
nrbed  sttnadon  of  Amsterdam)  there  are  gfood  groanda 
»  mesaming,  as  yet,  upon  the  pacific  di^o^tion'  of 
Im  Emperor  in  fiict,  towards  the  United  States,  and 
iat  the  past  miseairiage  wiD  be  shortly  remedied. 

Cmigrese  are  dready  aoqnunted  with  the  fiulure  of 
tie  Loan,  attempted  in  Htdtand,  for  Ae  retief  of  our  on- 
appy  fellow-dtizens  in  Algiera.  This  mt^ect,  tSun 
'hich  none  deserves  a  mora  affictionate  zeal,  has  con- 
tantly  commanded  my  best  exertaoDS.  1  am  happy, 
wnfcre,  in  being  able  to  aay,  that,  from  the  last  an- ' 
lentie  acoounts,  the  Dey  was  dispoaed  to  tieat  ibr  a 
eaoe  and  ransom,  and  that  both  would,  in  all  proba- 
ility,  have  been  accomplished,  had  we  not  been  <^p- 
ointed  in  the  means.   Nothing  d^irads  upon 

w  E^iecutive  shall  be  left  undone,  for  carrying  into 
amediate  efiect  the  sapplementary  act  of  Congress. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Ukitk»  Statis,  February  S8,  1796. 

The  Messajpe  was  lead,  uid  ordered  to  lie  for 
MuideratioQ. 

Monday,  March  2. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  en- 
tied  "  An  act  to  r^Qlate  trade  and  intercoarse 
ith  the  Indian  tribes,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
neiAled,  and  passed. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  disa^ 
eeing  to  the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
□tatires.  on  the  bill  for  the  support  of  Puolic 
redit  and  the  redemption  of  the  Public  Debt 
be  Senate  receded  from  their  own  amendments 

the  same  time,  so  that  the  bill  stands  aa  it  was 
igioaUv  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Tbacy,  from  the  Cmnmittee  of  Claims, 
esented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  authorizing 
id  directing  the  Secretaiy  of  War  to  place  cer- 
in  persons,  therein  named  on  the  pension  list ; 
hich  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
d  read  the  third  time  to-day. 
Mr.  Benjamin  Bodbnb,  from  the  committee  to 
horn  was  committed  the  bill  sent  from  the  8«- 
te,  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  second  sec- 
>D  of  the  act  for  erectine  a  lighted  beacon  on 
lellcastle  Island,  in  the  harbor  of  Ocraeock,  in 
e  State  of  North  Carolina,"  made  a  leport; 
aich  was  read.  Whereupon, 
RcBohed,  That  the  said  bill  be  rejected. 
The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  on  the 
i  authorizing  the  Prbsihent  to  obtain  the  ees- 
'II  of  certain  lands  in  the  State  of  Georgia. 
After  the  bill  had  been  partly  read,  it  was  ob- 
-re-d  by  Mr.  Blount,  that  this  was  not  the  one 
lieh  ud  been  mores  for.  The  biH  wUth  had 
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been  wanted  was  then  taken  Up,  and  it  was  that. 
"  making  conditional  provisioa  Tor  the  expenses  oi 
a  treaty  with  certain  Indian  tribes."  This  was  the 
bill  respecting  the  back  lands  of  South  Carolina. 
It  was  ordered  to  be  eagiossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Speaebr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  enclosing  extracts  of 
letters  and  documents  from  Major  General  Wayne, 
and  from  James  Seagrore,  agent  of  Indian  aClairs 
for  the  Creek  nation ;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  were  referred  sundry  reports  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  accompanying  statements  in  the  cases 
of  claimants  to  beplaced  on  the  list  of  pensloaen, 
returned  to  the  War  Office  by  the  Juoges  of  the 
District  Courts  of  the  IJnited  States,  made  a  re- 
port ;  which  was  read,  «ad  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  GiLEa,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were 
referred  the  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  twenty-fifth  ultimo,  enclosing 
a  statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  management  of  the  revenue  from 
stills  and  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States'; 
as  alao  a  Letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Re- 
renue  on  the  subject  of  compensation  to  the  said 
officera,  made  a  report;  which  was  read.  Where- 
upon, 

Retolved,  That  the  Secretary 'of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  the  next  Congress  socn 
a  statement  the  internal  rcTenues  as  will  ascer- 
tain, with  precision,  the  nett  product  thereof,  and 
the  exprase  of  collection ;  and  that  he  also  report  a 
list  (tf  all  the  officers  employed  in  that  service,  and 
the  compensations  allowed  to  e«ch  of  them. ' 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  o£ 
the  Whole  House  on  the  resolution  sent  from  the 
Senate,  authorizing  the  exportation  of  arms,  can- 
non, and  military  stores,  in  certain  cases ;  and,  af- 
ter some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose, 
and  reported  the  said  resolution,  with  an  amend- 
ment ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House.  The  said  resolution,  with  the  amend- 
ment, was  then  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbbsidbht  of  thb  Unitbu  States: 
Omtltmtn  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  tike  House  of  Represmtativea  .- 

It  appears,  from  information  which  I  have  lately  re- 
ceived, diat  it  may  be  probabhr  neeassaiy  to  tha  am 
successfiil  conduct  of  our  aflam  on  the  coast  of  Bar- 
bary,  that  one  Cousnl  should  reside  in  MorDGoo,  an- 
other in  Algins,  and  a  third  in  Tunis  or  Tripoli.  Aa 
no  appointment  for  Uieae  offices  will  be  accepted  with- 
out some  emolument  annexed,  I  submit  to  the  consider- 
ation of  Congress  whether  it  may  not  be  advisable  to 
authorize  a  stipend  to  be  allowed  to  two  ConauU  for 
that  coast  in  ao^ion  to  the  one  already  existing. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UviTU  States,  March  3, 1796. 

The  said  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
refened  to  Mr.  Sbdowiok,  Mr.  Boddinot,  and 
Mr.  Parcbb;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  widi  their  opinion 
therenpon,  to  the  House. 
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The  Hoase  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Se- 
nate, entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  compensa- 
tion of  clerks and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill,  with 
an  amendment}  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House.  The  said  bill^  with  the  amend- 
ment, was  then  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Prebidbnt 
or  THE  United  States,  with  copies  of  a  Letter 
from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  and 
of  an  Act,  enclosed,  "  declaring  the  assent  of  that 
State  to  an  amendment  therein  mentioned  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States."  The  said 
Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  continuing  and  regulating  the  Military 
Establishment  of  the  United  States,  and  for  il- 
pealing  sundry  acts  heretofore  passed  on  that  sub- 

Jeet,"  with  sundry  amendm«its ;  to  which  they 
lesire  the  concumnee  of  this  House. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ments, and,  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

The  SpBAEBB  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  tiie  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  accom- 
panying his  account  of  receipts  and  expenditures 
for  the  War  Department,  from  the  first  day  of 
September  to  the  thirty-first  day  of  December, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  in- 
clusive ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Scdowick,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Message  from  the  President  or 
tbe  United  States,  of  this  day,  respecting  the 
appointment  of  Consuls,  made  a  report;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tatile. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
^  act  for  the  more  effectual  recovery  of  debts  due 
'  from  individuals  to  the  United  States,"  with  seve- 
ral amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House.  The  Senate  have  disasrreed 
to  the  amendment  proposed  by  this  House  to  the 
resolution  ''authorizing  the  exportation  of  arms, 
cannon,  and  military  stores,  in  certain  cases." 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  tbe  bill,  entitled 

An  act  for  the  more  effectual  recovery  of  debts 
due  from  individuals  to  the  United  States,"  and 
the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

An  engrossed  bill  laying  duties  on  carriages  for 
the  conveyance  of  pers<His,  and  repealing  the  for- 
mer act  for  that  purpose,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Orderedy  That  the  Letter  and  leport  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  of  the  twenty-eighth  ultimo, 
accompanying  a  further  statement  in  the  cases  of 
claimants  to  oe  placed  on  the  list  of  pensioners, 
which  lay  on  the  table,  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Swift,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
committed  the  bill  sent  Irom  the  Senate,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  authorize  a  grant  of  lands  to  the  French 
inhabitants  of  GalUopcuis,  and  f<n  other  purposee 


therein  mentioned,"  reported  that  the  Conmklee 
had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideratioB,  ni 
made  no  amendment  thereto.  The  hill  wu  tal 
the  thii^  time,  and  passed. 

DUTY  ON  CARRIAGES. 
The  Honse  next  went  into  a  Committee  ob  ik 
bill  for  repealing  the  act  laying  duties  on  eanilges 

for  persons. 

Mr.  BotrnmoT  proposed,  as  an  amendment,  dui 
no  carriage  should  be  taxed  that  is  not  wix& 
twenty-five  dollars. 

Mr.  FiTzsiHONSwas  against  introducing  amend- 
ments in  the  present  situation  of  the  House,  whei. 
if  a  gentleman  really  had  objections  to  a  Ml,  be 
cannot  be  heard.  He  did  not  like  to  leave  iiu 
the  discretion  of  collectors,  who,  perhaps,  nera 
saw  a  carriage  before,  to  piit  a  value  upon  ooe. 
He  wished  the  matter  to  stand  as  it  is,  for  ihene- 
sent,  till  there  can  be  fmrther  experience.  Tbii 
amendment  was  rejected. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported }  aad&t 
House  went  through  the  biU}  which  was  ndcitl 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

INTERC0UR8E  WITH  THE  INDIANS. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONS  brought  in  and  read  aresoh- 
tion,  that  the  President  be  authorized  to  lof 
goods,  this  season,  for  supporting  an  inteieoarst 
with  the  Indians. 

Letters  were  then  called  for  and  read,  from  Ge- 
neral Wayne,  and  from  Mr.  Seagrove,  tgenl, 
among  the  Creek  Indians.  The  latter,  in  stroiff 
terms,  recommended  that  something  of  this  kiin 
should  be  done.  It  was  observed  in  one  tiii 
letters  that  Spaniards  do  eveiything  in  tbeii  pmr- 
er  to  stir  up  tne  Indians  to  mischief. 

Mr.  MoMTGOHBRT  hoped  that  so  much  wddU 
be  done  as  mi^ht  serve  to  pat  the  matter  oat  foot- 
ing of  experiment.  He  wished  that  the  Puw* 
DENT  might  be  trusted  in  the  mean  time  with  it 
and  then  the  next  Congress  will  be  better  able  to 
judge.  If  the  Indians  go  to  the  British  to  bo; 
goods,  they  will  still  be  under  British  inflDeDce. 
It  is  as  clear  as  a  sun-beam,  that  the  estaUishnMU 
of  a  trade  must  be  the  foundation  of  amity.  A 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in. 

EXPORTATION  OF  ARMS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  their  amend- 
ment disagreed  to  by  the  Senate  to  the  lesolo- 
tion  authorizing  tbe  exportation  of  arms,  eat- 
non,  and  military  stores  in  certain  cases  con- 
nected with  the  commercial  interests  of  the  Hait- 
edState8,andforpul^c  purposes  only.  There  wk 
added  a  proviso,  tnat  there  should  be  ncme  sAt  to 
the  Dominions  or  Territories  of  any  of  the  Etuo* 
pean  Powers  now  at  war. 

Mr.  Dayton  moved  to  strike  out  this  proiiso. 

Mr.  Sedqwick  thought  that  it  wasa  DfoperoK- 
but  he  was  not  at  lilwrty  to  speak  fuUy  on  uiif 
subject.  He  feared  that,  if  this  proviso  was  noi 
inserted,  the  House  might  be  involved  in  aqw 
rel  with  some  of  the  b^gerent  Powers. 

Mr.  Giles  thouj^bt  that  the  proviso  would  J>> 
the  Honte  into  a  3ituati<Mi  laughable  enoogiL  Tk 
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law  that  prohibits  the  exportation  of  anns  expires 
in  June  next  Now.  if  it  is  necessary  to  pot  this 
proviso  ioto  the  present  bill,  for  fear  of  offending 
forei^  nations,  it  will  also  be  necessary  to  pro- 
long that  act,  or  otherwise  it  may  be  still  said  that 
we  violate  the  neutrality.  There  is  no  design  of 
prolon^ng  the  act,  and  for  that  reason  it  is  need- 
less to  iDsert  the  proviso. 

Mr.  Madison  was  of  opinion,  with  biscoUeague. 
[Mr.  QiLES,')  that  the  proriso  would  "  narrow  our 
national  rights."  Besides,  even  the  passing  of  the 
proviso  is  worth  nothing,  for  we  may  send  mili- 
tary stores  to  Hambu^,  and  from  thence  they 
may  be  transported  to  any  of  the  nations  at  war. 
^  Mr.  GoonauE  saw  this  matter  in  a  particular 
l^ht.  This  exportation  was  GoTernmental,  and, 
if  a  man-of-war  meets  this  vessel,  the  proviso 
will  prevent  any  jealousy . 

A  motion  for  striking  it  oat  was  carried — Ayes 
35,  noes  30. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported.  Th> 
question  on  the  amendment  was  put. 

Mr.  B.  BoDBNE  hoped  that  this  amendment 
woold  not  be  agreed  to.  It  might  have  serious 
consequences. 

Mr.  Sedgwick,— If  the  amendment  itself  has 
any  meaning,  it  is  authorizing  the  Pbebident  to 
send  military  stores  to  nations  at  war. 

Mr.  Giles  did  not  see  the  use  of  so  mdch  deli- 
cacy. The  military  stores  are  for  a  nation  that  is 
actually  at  war,  and  that,  as  Mr.  G.  believed,  al- 
ways will  be  at  war. 

The  amendment  was  carried.  It  was  then 
moved  to  strike  out  the  word  '*  resolved,"  and  to 
put  into  its  place,  "be  it  enacted."  This  was 
agreed  to.  The  resolution  was  thus  turned  into 
a  bill. 

Mr.  Harpeb  again  moved  to  get  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  report,  of  the  select 
committee,  as  to  surveying  the  coasts. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

INVALID  PENSION  BILL. 

The  bilT  empowering  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
place  certain  persons  therein  named  on  the  invalid 
pension  list,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  H^BRisTiE  was  against  the  immediate  pass- 
ing tA  this  bill,  as  he  could  not  be  certain,  from 
want  of  time  to  examine  it,  whether  all  the  per- 
sons named  in  it,  were  entitled  to  a  pension. 

Mr.  Tracy  noticed  that  he  had  sat  up  late  for 
several  nights  in  order  to  bring  it  to  a  completion; 
and  was  anxious  that  it  should  pass.  He  men- 
tioned this  attention,  not  to  claim  any  merit  from 
having  done  his  dut^,  but  to  show  that  the  bill 
liad  really  been  considered.  It  was  mentioned  by 
another  member,  that  some  invalids,  who  were 
Highlr  meritorious,  had  been  omitted,  and  that 
tbereforej  it  would  be  better  to  defer  the  bill  till 
next  session,  when  these  might  be  included. 

Mr.  FiTZSiMONs  said,  that  not  to  pass  this  bill 
would  be  the  greatest  disgrace  that  ever  befel  the 
floose.  The  poor  people  had  waited  year  after 
year^  and  at  hut,  when  it  was  ready  to  pass,  their 
claims  were  postponed  for  another  nine  months 
certain,  and  nobody  could  tell  how  much  longer. 


And  then,  npon  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 
the  House  adjourned  until  seven  o'clock  P.  M. 


Seven  oVlock,  P.  M.,  Mondat,  March  3. 

Mr.  Dearborn,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  merchants  and 
mariners  of  Wiscasset,  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  yns  reeeived  from  the  Senate,  noti- 
fying that  they  had  receded  from .  their  amend- 
ment, as  to  the  bill  for  die  oqxirtation  of  arms. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hooae  , 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  *^  An 
act  to  alter  and  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act 
laying  certain  duties  npon  snuff  and  refined  sugar," 
with  several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  toconsiderthesaid amend- 
ments, and,  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  more  general  promulgation  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States^"  with  several  amendments; 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

The  Hoaseproceeded  toconndar  thesaidamend- 
ments,  and,  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

CESSION  OP  GEORGIA  LANDS. 

It  was  then  moved  that  the  House  should  go 
into  a  Committee,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
PaEsiDENT  to  obtain  the  cession  of  certain  Tenl- 
tories  in  Georgia,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sedowice  moved  that  the  House  rise  and 
report  the  bill. 

Mr.  FiTZBiuoNB  wanted  to  know  the  meaning 
of  the  words  in  the  bill,  "by  purchase,  or  other- 
wise." If  the  President  is  to  buy  the  right  from 
the  State  of  Georgia  to  the  lands  which  they 
claim,  we  ought  to  make  provision  for  it.  What 
is  the  meaning  of  the  words  1 

Mr.  SwiPT  saidj  that  this  bill  for  the  Georgia 
lands  was  an  unhmited  thing.  No'  man  had  a 
higher  opinion  than  himselfofthe  President,  but 
it  was  improper  to  grant  such  extensive  powers. 
The  House  think  the  State  of  Georgia  wrong  in 
having  claimed  this  land.  It  will  be  still  more 
extraordinary  in  us  to  propose  to  buy  what  they 
have  not  a  right  to  sell.  We  ought  to  declare  at 
once,  that  tlie  lands  belong  to  the  United  States, 
and  not  to  (nve  any  such  indefinite  power  which 
might  offend  our  constituents.  He  was  ready  to 
allow  the  Georgians  payment  of  any  ez^nse 
which  they  might  have  been  at  in  defending  it 
from  the  Indians,  and  nothing  else. 

Mr.  Ameb  imagined  that  it  would  require  a 
wheelbarrow  load  of  documents  and  papers  to  de- 
termine whether  these  lands  were  the  pro|)erty  of 
the  State  of  Georgia,  or  not.  In  the  last  night  bnt 
one  of  a  sessionj  there  was  not  time  for  entering 
into  the  discussion  of  the  right.  He  thought  it 
would  be  good  policy  to  agree  to  the  resolution 
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There  wbSj  howerer,  an  int^im  danger  of  persons 
who  claim  the  bods  going  and  takiD|r  them  by 
force,  and  thus  bringing  the  United  ^tes  into 
another  war  ten  times  more  bloody  than  the  pre- 
sent He  should  def^ore  the  disi^ppointment,  if 
the  bill  did  not  pass. 

Mr.  SfioawicE  had  an  amendment  which  was 
for  empowering  the  Prbsidbht  to  gire  —  dol- 
lars for  the  cession. 

Mr.  Harper  imagined  that,  to  fill  up  the  blank, 
would  be  attended  with  insuperable  diffioultiea 
It  would  be  much  better  to  let  it  stand  as  it  was. 
To  fix  the  price  before  you  attempt  to  make  the 
bargain,  is  quite  wrong.  We  hare  not  informa- 
tion sufficient  to  know  what  sum  it  will  be  pru- 
dent to  gire.  We  cannot,  at  this  time,  appoint  a 
committee  to  inquire.  He  advised  to  refer  it  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  to  next 
Congress.  The  fixing  a  price  would  be  destny- 
ing  the  responsibility  of  the  Bxecutire.  Hemight 
shelter  himself  under  a  rote  of  the  House  aa  faav- 
ng  fixed  the  sum.  He  was  satined  that  the  £x- 
ecntiTe  has  abundance  of  reasons  for  trying  to 
make  the  bargain  as  cheaply  as  he  can,  but  this 
resolution  would  destroy  the  principle  of  respon- 
sibility. We  had  been  told  that  the  Georgians 
have  not  a  right  to  th^e  lands,  and  therefore  that 
it  was  improper  to  attempt  a  purchase  from  them. 
In  the  second  place,  that,  if  we  had  acquired  such 
a  right  it  would  be  useless,  because  we  hare  too 
much  land  already.  With  regard  to  the  former, 
Mr.  H.  went  into  a  long  historioal  deuiil  to  prove 
that  Georgia  actually  has  a  right  to  the  lands  in 

attestion.  He  wished  that  the  land  did  belong  to 
lie  United  States,  and  wished  that  it  might  be 
bought  We  are  not  to  suppose  this  a  mere  risioa- 
'  ary  claim.  It  is  a  legal  claim,  and  extends  over 
thirty  millions  of  acres  of  the  finest  lands  in  the 
world,  and  most  admirably  situated  both  for  com- 
merce and  emigration.  It  might,  every  foot  of  it, 
be  made  worth  half  a  dollar,  or  a  dolliu',  per  acre. 
Its  settlement  would  tend  to  open  the  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi.  These  thirty  millions  of  aares 
have  been  sold  to  certain  adventuring  companies, 
at  fire  hundred  thousand  dollars.  If  the  purchasers 
themselves  had  completed  their  rights  he  would 
advise  the  repurchase  from  them. 

Mr.  Dayton  liked  the  amendment  better  than 
the  original  resolution.  He  proposed  an  amend- 
ment which  was  not  distinctly  heard.  He  was 
sensible  of  the  value  of  time.  The  Senate  are 
waiting  for  the  resolution  of  this  House.  He  said 
that,  in  this  bill,  there  had  been  omitted  a  tract  of 
land  fortv  miles  square,  formerl^f  purchased  from 
the  Natcnez.  He  feared  that  this  affair  might  in- 
Tolve  the  States  in  a  war  with  the  Creeks,  the 
most  formidable  tribe  of  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Sedowick  said,  that  his  amendment  had 
been  amended.  We  understood  that  it  now  in- 
cluded the  tract  of  forty  miles  square,  purchased 
from  the  Natchez. 

Mr.  McDowell  hoped  that  the  bill  would  not 
pass  at  all.  It  was  a  subject  of  so  much  intricacy 
Uiat  it  could  not  be  discussed  at  present.  He  did 
not  think  that  it  would  be  very  honorable  in  the 
Government,  if  the  sale  was  actually  completed, 


to  embanass  Uie  purchasers  of  the  lauda,  till  they 
should  be  forced  to  give  up  their  right 

Mr.  FiNDLET  liked  theresolutionDetter witkoot 
the  amendment. 

A  member  recommended  not  fixing  any  sum, 
but  striking  it  out  of  the  amendment  If  the  sum 
is  too  low,  we  shall  not  get  the  land.  If  too  high, 
we  may  be  sure  that  the  State  of  Georgia  will  not 
part  with  it  for  one  farthing  less  than  the  whole 
sum  mentioned  in  the  bilL  No  gentleman  oan,  at 
present,  guess  what  the  land  i«i  worth. 
Mr.  bouDiNOT  was  for  limiting  the  sum. 
Mr.  KiTTEBA  requested  that  the  question  might 
be  taken. 

Mr.  McDowell  moved  that  tbe  Committee  rise. 
a;>  ihev  had  not  sufficient  information  for  proceed- 
ing.  The  motion  was  negatived. 

The  amendment  of  —  dollars  was  finally  re- 
jected. Tbe  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  iriA 
amendments — agreed  to,and  ordered  tobe  engroas- 
ed  for  a  third  reading. 

T  he  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken,  and  stoo^ 
yeas  41,  nays  24,  as  fi^ows: 

YiAB. — Fisher  Ames,  Theodoms  Buley,  AbnliM 
Baldwin,  Lemuel  Benton,  Thomas  F.  Carnea,  Dand 
Cobb,  Peieg  Coffin,  William  J.  Dawrca,  George  Dcat, 
Samuel  Dexter,  Gabriel  Duval,  William  Ftadley,  Tho- 
mas Fitzsimona,  Dwight  Foster,  £xekiel  Gilbert,  Jamea 
Gordon,  Daniel  Heiater,  WUliam  Hiodman,  Samoel 
Hotteo,  John  Hunter,  William  Irvine,  John  Wilkes 
Klttera,  Amasa  Learned,  Matthew  Locke,  Francia  Ifal- 
bone,  Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans  Monay,  John 
Page,  Andrew  Pickena,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Joha  S. 
Sherbame,  John  Smilie,  Jeremiah  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Thomas  Sprigg,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tiac^, 
Jonathan  Trumbull,  Philip  Van  Covtlandt,  PelegWada- 
worth,  and  John  Watts. 

Natb.^ — ^Thomas  Blount,  Elias  Boudinot,  Lambnt 
Cadwalader,<}abriel  Chrwtie,  Thomas  Ohibonw,  JoAm 
Coi^  Jonidian  Dnton,  OfaristCN^iCT  Cheutnp,  Wittaaa 
B.  Grove,  Cartctr  B.  Harrisan,  Itobeit  Ooodloe  Hum, 
James  HiUhouse,  Aaron  Kiti^eU,  William  Lyman,  rfa- 
Ihaniel  Macon,  Jamea  Madisoni  Joseph  McDowell,  Alex- 
ander Mebane,  Nathaniel  T^lem,  Imel  Smith,  Zeplia- 
niah  Swift,  Thomas  Tredwdl,  Paine  WiDgBt«,uaJo> 
aeph  Winston. 

PROMULGATION  OF  THE  LAWa 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  on  the 
petition  of  Edmund  Hogan,  and  the  report  of  the 
select  committee  was  read. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  that  the  mere  promalga- 
tion  of  the  laws  was  not  sufficient.  It  was  pro- 
per that  the  speeches  also  should  be  printed.  Some- 
thing in  thisway  had  been  attempted  by  the  iN-iat- 
ers  of  newspapers  in  this  city.  Mr.  S.  had  neither 
inclination  nor  occasion  to  cast  reflections  oo  any 
of  the  persons  appointed  to  take  the  debates.  But 
there  had  been  considerate  discontents  in  various 
parts  of  the  Union  on  this  account,  ^m  misrepre- 
sentations contained  in  the  newspapers.  Tnen 
was  a  strong  necessity  for  more  accuracy.  The 
statements  had  been  extremely  incorrect. 

Mr.  Dbxteb  followed  on  the  same  ground.  He 
said  that  the  newspapers  contained  a  torrent  of 
abuse  and  misrepresentation,  as  to  what  paaied  in 
the  House. 
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Mr.  HiLlrodsb  oinerred.  that  it  -would  be  tri- 
fling to  direct  any  person  akilled  m  stenography 
to  apply  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  the  Secre- 
tary was  not  empowered  to  make  any  agreement 
with  him ;  and  after  persons  had  pot  themselres 
to,  perhaps,  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  applying,  the 
House  would,  very  likely,  ne»t  session,  refuse  the 
scheme.  It  was  wron^,  therefore,  to  publish  any 
invitation,  till  an  establishment  was  actually  made. 

Mr.  Claiborne  said,  that  this  would  be  an  en- 
cychpedice  of  printing — a  thing,  of  which  the 
House  never  would  see  an  end.  To  this  it  was 
answered,  that,  as  to  the  expense,  the  House  might 
make  themselves  easy,  for  the  printers  of  newspa- 
pers would  be  glad  to  get  them  to  print  by  way  of 
news. 

Mr.  Gilbert  proposed,  as  an  amendment,  that 
the  reporter  should  fiuish  his  debates  every  even- 
ing, and  lay  them  h^ore  the  House  not  momine; 
and  that  after  the  Clerk  bad  read  the  minutes,  the 
House  should  go  into  a  Committee  to  correct  the 
manuscript  cHf  the  reporter. 

The  report  as  it  stood  was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Retolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  re- 
quested to  receive  proposals  from  any  person  or 
persons  skilled  in  the  art  of  stenc^ptiphy,  or  capa- 
ble of  reporting  debates  with  accuracy,  and  to  re- 
port tbe  same  to  this  House,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  session,  with  his  observations 
and  opinion  respecting  the  tjualification  of  the  said 
person  or  persons  for  the  said  duty,  to  the  end  that 
this  House  may  be  enabled  to  appoint  one  or  more 
persons  as  officers  of  the  House,  for  the  valuable 
purpose  above  mentioned. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  on  a  division  ctf  the 
House,  there  were — Ayes  28,  noes  86. 

The  House  then,  at  half  put  ten  in  the  even- 
ing, adjourned  till  Tuesday. 


Tuesday,  March  3. 

A  message  from  theSeuate  informed  theHoose 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  es- 
tablishing a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the 
United  States,"  with  several  amendments;  to 
which  they  desire  the  coneurrence  of  this  House. 

TheHonse  proceed ed  to  consider  thesaidameud- 
meuts,  and,  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  Committee  of  Cuims,  to 
i^om  were  yesterday  referred  a  Letter  and  Re- 
port ftom  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  tbe  twenty- 
e^fath  ultimo,  tteeomponyiug  a  farther  statement 
in  the  cases  of  daimants  to  be  fdaced  on  the  Ust 
of  pensioners,  made  a  report;  'which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 
made  yesterday  by  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  were  referred  sundry  reports  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  accompanying  statements  in  the 
oases  of  olaimants  to  be  placed  on  the  list  of  pen- 
sioners ;  and  the  said  report  being  amended,  was 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  fcrflows: 

J^B9oived^  That  the  return  oi  invalid  peosionegrs 
from  the  District  of  New  Hampshire,  by  Samuel 
Tenney,  William  Parker,  junior,  and  Ephraim 


■  RoMoBon,  xaia  a  oommiMon  from  John  Snlli- 
'  van,  late  Judge  of  the  said  District,  whioh  eon- 
-  tains  only  an  abstract  of  the  testimony,  be  re- 
;  turned  bv  the  Seeretuy  o[  War  to  the  Dbtriet 
i  Jud^  of  New  Hampriiire.  for  the  purpose  o{ 
'  giving  an  opportunity  to  return  the  testimony  n- 
:  spectu^  the  invalids  contained  in  the  said  report, 
according  to  the  requisitions  of  law. 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  *of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  report  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, at  the  next  sessiou,  a  tariff  of  duties  on 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the 
Umted  States,  propMtioned  to  the  rate^  of  duties 
now  imposed  bylaw,  with  hisopinionon  such  other 
matters  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  inurovemsiU 
of  the  revenue  arising  from  impost  ana  ftpm  dis- 
tilled spirits  and  stills. 

A  mesnge  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  making  provision  for  the  purposes  of  treaty 
and  of  trade  with  the  Indians,"  with  sundry 
amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  Houseproceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ments, and,  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred so  much  of  tbe  Message  from  the  Pbesi- 
DBNT  or  THE  United  Statgs,  of  the  seventeenth 
ultimo,  as  relates  to  tbe  communications  from  the 
Governor  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States 
South  of  the  river  Ohio,  be  discba^ed  (t<m  the 
eonsideratioi  of  the  same,  and  that  it  be  recom- 
mitted to  Mr.  FrrzaiHoii0,Mr.MAomoN,aiidMr. 
Bloont. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hooae 
that  the  Senate  have  postponed  to  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
*' An  act  authorizing  and  directing  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  place  certain  persons  therein  mimed  on 
the  pension  list."  The  Senate  hare  agreed  to  a 
resolution  ^  relative  to  the  title  to  certain  lands 
situate  in  the  Southwestern  parts  of  the  United 
Sutes;"  to  which  they  desire  the.coneumnce  of 
this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  reso- 
lution, and,  the  same  being  read,  as  follows : 

''JU»ok>ed,bvtkeSenataaiuIHouMeef}^lj>rimU^im 
tke  Umttd  StaUt  of  Amenta  *n  Ooitgrtu  ammbiait 
That  the  Praidsnt  of  the  Untied  States  be,  sad  henlv 
is,  requested  to  grra  dtiectMHM  to  As  Attorney  Osne- 
tal  to  ooQeot,  digwt,  uid  report  to  the  Senate,  tfae  char- 
ten,  trestiM,  and  other  documents,  nlstivfl  to,  snd  ex- 
planatory the  title  to  the  Isnd  sitoate  in  ths  South- 
westezn  parts  of  tbe  United  States,  and  claimed  byc^ 
tain  companies,  under  a  law  of  Uie  State  of  Georgia, 
passed  the  seventh  day  of  January  last,  namely:  a 
tract  of  land  claimed  by  James  Gnnn,  Matthew  McAI- 
lister,  and  Georee  Walker,  and  their  assodatea;  abo^a 
tract  <it  land  dumed  1^  Nidwlas  Long,  Tboaias  01a»> 
cock,  Ambrose  Gordon,  and  Tlunuas  CuonDfaig,  wbA 
dieir  asBodatee;  also,  a  tract  of  land  daimed  by  Jtte 
B.  Soott,  itAm  C.  Nightingale,  hmI  Wade  Hampton, 
aad  their  awMktes;  and,  also,  a  trsM  of  tand  datoMd 
hj  Zacbaiiah  Cox  and  Matthias  Maher,  and  their  asM- 


Digitized  by 


1389 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS, 


1284 


B(ABoq,1795.] 


Aseiriott     (Ac  loom   Thankt  to  Oe  iSpeafcer. 


[H.orB. 


A  motion  was  made  and  seccmded,  to  ameod 
the  said  resolution,  by  stziking  out,  in  tlte  fifth 
liae,  the  vwd  *  Senate,"  and  inserting,  in  lien 
thereof  the  words  "  next  Congress."  And  on  the 
question  thereupon,  it  was  resoWed  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

The  said  resolution,  as  amraided,  was  again 
read,  and  agreed  to  bf  the  House. 

REVISION  OP  THE  LAWS. 

Mr.  Dextbb  laid  a  resolutioo  on  the  table  nearly 
in  the  foUowiog  words : 

.  "  Remhed,  That  a  committee  be  aj^xrinted  to  con- 
sider and  report  on  the  propriety  of  lerimug  the  laws 
id  fhe  Unhed  States,  inflictiiig  capital  and  other  bt&r 
mmm  punkhments,  and  of  rapflalmg  the  nme  in  cer- 
tain eaaea." 

Mr.  D.  said,  that  he  laid  the  resolution  on  the 
table,  hoping  that  gentlemen  would  consider  the 
subject  as  important  enough  to  command  some 
share  of  their  attention  during  the  recess.  That 
the  existing  laws  were  so  serere  as  to  give  impu- 
nity to  some  crimes  in  the  Eastern  States,  that 
grand  jurors  would  rductaatly  present  (lenders, 
'and  eren  jurors  on  trial  often  acquit  them  impro- 
perly ;  tint  he  had  known  a  single  instance  in 
which  an  offender  despised  a  triu  from  a  confi- 
dence that  Qo  eridence  could  induce  the  jury  to 
conrict  him.  Mr.D.  further  obserred,  that  he  had 
long  been  conrinced,  that  the  present  punish- 
ments were  introduced  when  the  rights  of  men 
were  little  understood,  and  les<<  regarded ;  that 
they 'were  uojust  and  barbarous  in  principle,  and 
mischierous  m  practice^  as  it  is  not  difficult  to 
show  that  they  have  a  direct  tendency  to  produce 
the  Tery  crimes  they  are  intended  to  prerent ;  and 
that  justice,  humanity,  and  eren  policy,  call  loudly 
for  a  reform.  If  reasoning  should  be  distmstea, 
at  least  facts  end  actual  experiment  ought  to  c<m- 
Tince :  That  such  ftcts  had  lon^r  existed  both  in 
Europe  and  America,  as  to  place  it  beyond  doubt, 
that  saTage  kiws  wilt  always  make  a  sarage  peo- 
ple ;  that  the  chaiwe  of  things  in  Portugal,  and 
particularly  in  Lisbon,  which  had  lately  taken 
place,  was  another  proof  in  addition  to  many 
others;  that  the  danger  of  assassination  and  rob- 
bery there  had  be«i  well  known,  that  the  abolition 
of  sanguinary  punishments  there  lately  had  abol- 
ished Uie  crimes ;  and  that  he  had  been  informed 
by  a  most  respectable  gentleman  just  arrived  from 
there  that  the  midnight  traveler  is  now  as  safe  in 
Lisbon  as  in  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  D.  was  not  nnacquainted  with  the  fears  of 
some  very  good  men,  that  mitigating  punishments 
would  produce  an  inundation  of  crimes,  especially 
in  la^  cities;  but  he  said  experience  had  shown 
that  no  such  danger  existed ;  the  best  citizens  of 
Portugal  had  objected  from  similar  fears,  but  they 
had  happily  discoveted  that  such  fears  were 
groundless.  A  Legislature  ought  to  dare  to  do 
right,  and  Uust  events  to  Heaven.  Moral  good 
cannot  produce  natural  evil  as  its  ordinary  unit. 

Mr.  0.  ecmclnded  by  observing,  that  if  he  should 
not  be  a  otnaber  of  the  next  Gnigress,  he  hi^ed 


some  gentleman  would  thiiA  the  subject  impoi- 
taut  enough  to  be  attended  to— at  least  he  ihniU 
have  done  his  duty — and  the  resolution  vouU 
show  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  sovereign  peo[de, 
that  the  cruninal  code  ought  to  be  amended,  ud 
he  doubted  not  Uiat  the  future  servants  of  the  psb- 
lic  would  pay  due  respect  to  it. 

Ortiemi,  That  the  Transylvania  Company,com- 
m<»tiy  called  Richard  Henderson  and  ComptDj. 
who  presented  a  memorial  to  this  House  oa  tht 
sixth  day  Of  January  last,  have  leave  to  withdnv 
the  same. 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senau 
to  inform  them  that  this  Elonse,  having  compleld 
the  business  before  them,  are  now  about  to  aajoais 
without  day;  and  that  the  Clerk  of  this  Hotisei) 
go  with  the  said  message. 

A  message  fram  the  Senate  informed  the  How 
that  the  Senate  have  appointed  a  committee,  a 
their  part,  jointly,  with  such  committee  as  nai 
be  appointed  on  toe  part  of  this  Hoiise,  to  wail « 
the  Pbesidbkt  op  the  Ukited  States,  and  in- 
form him  that  Congress  is  ready  to  adjourn  with- 
out day,  unless  he  may  have  any  further  commn- 
nieatious  to  make  to  them. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  idh- 
sage:  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  tb* 
resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the  appointmeot  oft 
Joint  Committee  of  the  two  Houses,  to  wait  oo 
the  pBEaiuENT  OF  THE  Uniteo  States,  and 
form  him  of  the  intended  recess  of  Congress;  w 
that  Mr.  Boodinot,  Mr.  Sedowick,  and  Mt 
Tbdhbdll,  be  of  the  couuoittee  appointed oatbr 
part  of  this  House. 
On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

"That  the  thanks  <rf  Oaa  Hooae  be 
FiederiiA  Angoatos  Muhknbarg,  in  tertiin«iy 
^mrobation  of  his  conduct  in  diadiarpng  dw  udmi 
and  important  duties  asagned  him  while  indMChur- 
It  was  resolved  unanimously :  WherenpojMr. 
SpBAKBB  made  his  acknowledgments  to  tMHoi* 
in  manner  following : 

"OaiTTLma  :  I  feel  myself  hi^dy 
disUi^:uiBhed  mark  of  your  iinrobatjon  <A  my  co<h*» 
in  the  station  you  were  jdeasea  to  assign  onto  n«;ii" 
dthoae;fa  I  am  consciouB  that  my  feeble  afitti  d> 
merit  so  pieciouB  a  rewaid,  yet  permit  me  to  •■fj^^ 
that  it  has  made  a  lasting  fanpreasion  on  my  ■'Pf;*f 
I  shall  ever  esteem  it  with  OenioituifiiinediiM* 

tiott. 

*' aenthBncn,  I  ainoerely  thank  yon;  tmjvmS''^ 
piness  attend  you ;  may  you  long  ocmtiime  to  si9*7'~ 
emfidenee  of  your  ieUow-dtisens;  and  may  yi* 
with  than  just  a^awae  of  havnig  deaenrsdwdt«J* 
oountiy.*' 

Mr.  BocDraoT,  from  the  Joint  Gommiiiee>P 
pointed  to  wmt  on  the  PitEstDBirr  op  tbi  Ui"'^ 
oTATBa  and  inform  him  of  the  intended  Twe< " 
Congrem,  reported  that  the  Committee  bad 
formed  that  service,  and  that  the  Pbesidbx^  ^ 
nified  to  them  that  he  had  no  further  eonin|^)>^ 
tioo  to  make  during  the  jwesent  session : 
npmi,  filr.SpsAUB  adjourned  the  House  im"'*' 
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PROCLAMATION  OF  NEUTRALITY. 
Bt  THB  PrEBIDENT  OF  THE  UnITED  StaTES  OP 

America, 
A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  it  appears,  that  a  state  of  war  exists 
between  Austria,  Prussia,  Sardiuia,  Great  Britaiu, 
and  the  United  Netherlands,  c«i  the  one  pftrt*,  and 
Prance,  on  the  other ;  and  the  duty  and  interest 
of  the  United  States  require,  that  they  should  with 
sincerity^  and  good  iaith  adopt  and  pursue  a  c<hi- 
dact  friendly  and  impartial  towanu  the  bellige- 
rent Powers : 

I  hare,  therefore,  thouffht  fit,  by  these  presents, 
to  declare  the  disposition  of  the  United  States  to 
observe  the  conduct  aforesaid,  towards  those  Pow- 
ers respecttrely  ;  and  to  exhort  and  warn  the  citi- 
zens or  the  United  States  oareftiUy  to  avoid  all 
acts  and  proceedings  whatsoever,  which  may  in 
any  manner  tend  to  CCTtraTene  such  diapositicm. 

And  1  do  hereby-  also  make  known,  that  whoso- 
erer  of  the  eitizensof  the  United  States  shall  ren- 
der himself  liable  to  ponishment  or  forfeiture  un- 
der the  Law  of  Naticois  by  committing^  aiding,  or 
abetting,  hostilities  ^[ainst  any  of  the  said  Powers ; 
or  by  carrying  to  any  of  them  those  articles  which 
are  deemed  contrabuid  by  the  modem  usage  of  Na- 
tions, will  not  receive  the  protection  of  the  United 
States,  against  such  punishment  or  forfeiture ;  and 
further,  that  I  hare  given  instructions  to  those 
officers  to  whom  it  beumgs,  to  cause  prosecutions 
to  beinstinitedagainstallpersons  whoshall,  with- 
in the  coniizance  of  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  violate  the  Law  of  Nations,  with  respect 
to  tb«  Powers  at  war,  or  any  of  them. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of 
the  United  States  of  America  to  be  aflixed  to 
tbeae  piesents,  and  signed  the  same  with  my  hand. 

Done  at  the  Citr  of  Phitadel^iia,  22d  da^  (tf 
April,  1793,  and  of  the  Iiidq)endence  of  the  United 
States  of  America  the  serenleenth. 

■  G.  WA8HINOTON. 

By  the  President : 

T.  JnTUBOM.  ' 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO  THE  COLLECTORS  OF 
THB  CU8TOM& 

PniLAnELPHiA,  AugvatA^  1793. 

SiK— It  appearing  that  repeated  eontraventimis 
of  our  neutmity  hare  takan.  place  in  the  ports  of 
the  United  States,  witbout  lumng  been  discovered 
in  time  for  prevention  or  ronedr,  I  have  it  in  com- 
mand from  the  President  to  address  to  the  Collec- 
tors of  the  respeetiTe  districts  a  particular  instruc- 
tion on  the  suoiect. 

It  is  expected  that  the  Officers  of  the  Customs 
in  each  district  will,  in  the  course  of  their  official 
functions,  have  a  vigilant  eye  upon  whatever  m^y 
be  nassing  within  the  ports,  liarbors,  creeks,  inlets, 
and  waters,  of  such  districts,  of  a  nature  to  contra- 
vene the  laws  of  neutralit)r.  and,  upon  discovery 
of  any  thing  of  the  kind  will  give  immediate  no- 
tice to  the  Governor  of  the  State,  and  to  the  at- 
torney of  the  judicial  district  comi>f|hending  the 
district  of  the  customs  within  which  any  such  eon- 
trarention  may  hapmn. 

To  assist  the  judgnient  of  the  officers  on  this 
head^  I  transmit  herewith  a  achednle  of  rules  eon- 
cenuoK  simdry  particulars  which  have  been  adopt- 
ed by  uie  President,  as  deductions  from  the  laws 
of  neutrality,  established  and  received  among  na- 
tions. Whaterer  shall  be  contrary  to  these  rules 
will,  of  course,  be  to  be  notified  as  above  men- 
tioned. 

There  are  sorae  other  points  which,  pursuant 
to  our  treaties,  and  the  determination  m  the  Bz- 
eeutive,  I  ought  to  notice  to  you. 

If  any  vessel  of  either  oi  the  Powers  at  war 
with  France  ahoaHbrmgorsend  within  your  dis- 
trict a  prixe  made  of  the  subjects,  people,  or  pro- 
pertyof  France,  it  is  immediately  to  be  notified  to 
the  Qovemor  of  the  State,  in  order  that  measures 
may  be  taken,  pursuant  to  the  17th  article  ^  our 
treaty  with  France,  to  oUige  such  ressd  and  her 
{Mrize,  or  such  prize,  when  sent  in  without  the  cap- 
turing vessel,  to  depart. 

No  |»ivateer  of  any  of  the  Powers  at  war  with 
FHmee,  eoming  within  a  distriet  of  the  United 
States  can,  by  the  SSd  artiele  of  o«r  treaty  with 
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Prance,  enjoy  any  other  privilege  than  that  of 
purcAonn^  svxh  victuals  as  shall  be  neceaaary 
for  her  going  to  the  nea^  port  ^  the  Prince  or 
State  Jnm  -which  »he  ha*  her  ixmmienon.  If 
should  do  uiy  thing  beside  this,  ft  is  immedi- 
ately to  be  reported  to  the  Governor,  and  .the  at- 
torney of  the  district.  You  will  observe,  by  the 
rules  transmitted,  that  the  term  privateer  is  un- 
derstood not  to  extend  to  vessels  armed  for  mer- 
chandise and  war,  commonly  called  with  us  let- 
ters of  marguej  nor,  of  course,  to  vessels  of  war 
in  the  immediate  service  of  the  Goremment  of 
either  of  the  Powers  at  war. 

No  armed  vessel  which  has  been  or  shall  be 
originally  fitted  out  in  any  port  of  the  United 
States,  by  either  of  the  parties  at  war,  is  hence- 
forth to  havean  asylum  in  any  district  of  the  United 
States.  If  any  such  armed  vessel  shall  appear 
within  yoar  district,  she  is  immediately  to  be  no- 
tified to  ^e  Governor,  and  attorney  of  the  dis- 
trict, which  is  also  to  be  done  in  respect  to  any 
prize  that  such  armed  vessel  shall  brme  or  send 
in.  At  foot  is  a  lut  of  such  armed  vessels  of  the 
above  description  as  have  hitherto  come  to  the 
knowle^  of  the  Executive. 

The  purchasiog  within,  and  exporting  from  the 
United  States,  mf  way  of  mer^umAiee^  articles 
cmamonly  called  contraband,  being  generally  war- 
like instruments  and  military  stores,  is  free  to  all 
the  parties  at  war,  and  is  not  to  be.  interfered 
with.  If  our  own  citizens  undertake  to  carry 
them  to  any  of  those  parties,  they  will  be  aban- 
doned to  the  pesalties  which  the  utws  of  war  au- 
thorize. 

You  will  be  particularly  careful  to  observe,  and 
to  notify  as  directed  in  other  instances,  the  case 
of  an^  citicen  of  the  United  States  who  shall  be 
foiudin  the  service  of  either  of  the  parties  at  war. 

In  case  any  vessel  shall  be  found  in  Ae  act  of 
contravening  any  of  ^e  rales  or  principles  which 
are  ^  groimd  of  this  instruction,  she  is  to  be  re- 
fijsed  a  clearance  until  she  shall  have  complied 
with  what  the  Governor  shall  have  decided  in 
reference  to  her.  Care,  however,  is  to  be  taken  ior 
this,  not  tmeceasarily  or  unreasonably  to  embarrass 
trade,  or  to  vex  any  of  the  parties  concerned. 

In  order  that  contnvoerUionM  may  be  the  better 
ascertained,  it  is  desired  that  the  officer  who  shall 
first  go  on  board  any  vessel  arriving  within  your 
district,  shall  make  an  accurate  survey  of  her 
then  condition  as  to  military  equipment,  to  be 
forthwith  reported  to  you ;  and  that,  prior  to  her 
ctcaianoe,  a  like  survey  be  made,  tfaat  any  trans- 
gression of  the  rales  laid  down  may  be  aseer- 
tained. 

Bat,  as  the  prtnriesy  any  snoh  inraecUon  of 
a  vemdof  war  m  immmiate  ntvtee  of  the 
Qovemment  ei  a  foreign  nation  is  not  without 
qnestion  in  reference  to  the  usage  of  nations,  no 
attempt  is  to  be  made  to  inspect  any  soch  vessel, 
till  farther  order  on  the  point. 

The  President  desires  me  to  sigaify  to  you  his 
most  particular  expectation.  Uiat  the  instmction 
contained  in  this  letter  wUl  be  ezeenud  with  the 
gveatest  vigilance,  care,  activity,  and  impartiality. 
OttissMH  will  tend  to  aq»Ose  the  Govarqmtst  to 


injurious  imputations  and  suspicions,  tnd  jaopor- 
lioaably  to  commit  the  good  faidtand  peace  <^ 
the  country — objects  of  too  much  importaoce  sot 
to  engage  every  proper  exertion  of  your  zesL 
'    With  consideration,  I  am,  sir,  &e. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

1.  The  original  arming  and  eqnipmngof  roA 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  by  any  (tf  tkt 
belligerent  parties,  for  military  service,  ofiensin 
or  defensive,  is  deemed  unlawluL 

3.  Equipmmts  of  merchant  vessels,  by  ntki 
of  the  beuigerent  parties,  in  the  ports  of  tk 
United  States^  purely  for  the  accommodatioiicf 
them  as  such,  is  deemed  lawful. 

3.  Equipments  in  the  [wrts  of  the  United  Stttes 
of  vessels  of  war  in  the  immediate  service  of  tin 
Government  of  any  of  the  belligerent  parties 
wbi?h,  if  done  to  other  vessels,  would  be  trfi 
doubtful  nature,  as  being  applicable  either  to  eo* 
merce  or  war,  are  deemed  lawful;  except  tknte 
which  shall  have  made  prize  of  the  subjects,  peo- 
ple, or  property  of  Fraoct,  oonug  widi  ibcr 
prizes  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  pun^ 
ant  to  the  17th  article  of  our  treaty  of  amiijiM 
commerce  with  France. 

4.  Equipments  in  the  ports  of  the  United  Sttut 
by  any  -of  the  parties  at  war  with  France,  of  t» 
sels  fiued  for  merchandise  and  virar,  whetherwin 
or  without  commissions,  which  are  doubiful  u 
their  nature  as  being  ai^licable  either  to  mb- 
meree  or  war,  are  deemed  lawful;  except  tboa 
which  shall  havs  made  prize,  6lc. 

5.  Equipments  of  any  of  the  vessels  of  Fnnct 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  which  are  doslc- 
ful  in  their  nature  as  being  applicable  toe* 
merce  or  war,  are  deemed  lawful. 

6.  Bquipmentsof  every  kin^  in  the  pwtsoiv 
United  States,  of  privateers  of  the  Powen  it « 
with  France,  are  dseiiifld  imJawfuL 

7.  Equipmenite  of  vosseb  in  the  poru  of  m 
United  St^es,  which  are  of  a  nature  solely  s»;<- 
ed  to  war,  are  deemed  unlawful ;  exe^ 
stranded  or  wrecked,  as  mentitHied  in  the  18u  «• 
tide  of  our  treaty  with  France,  the  16th  of » 
treaty  with  the  United  Netherlands,  the  9ih  ofw 
treaty  with  Prussia;  and,  except  those  mentiow 
in  the  19th  article  of  our  treaty  with 

17th  of  our  tteatj'  with  the  United  Nethem* 
the  18th  of  our  treaty  with  Prussia. 

8.  Vessels  of  either  of  the  parties,  no* 

or  armed  previous  to  their  coming  into  tbe  p(i» 
of  the  United  Sutes,  which  shall  not  hsK» 
fringed  any  of  the  foregoing  rules,  may  IswfwT 
engage  or  enlist  therein  their  own  sniiiectt  oroli- 
zens,  not  beinginhabitants  (tf  tbe  United  St^** 
cept  privateers  of  the  Powers  at  war  with  Fi«J 
and  except  those  vessels  which  shall  bare  tm 
prixe,  4c. 

Report^ the  SecrOaryof  8tate,onike Pri^, 

States  in  Foreign  Countries. 

PaiLAOELPHiA,  Dec.  16, 1"^ 
Sir:  According  to  the  pleasureoftfaeHsi*^ 
Representatives,  axpres«ed  in  their  resolatHS« 
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Febraary  23,  1791.  I  now  lay  before  them  a  Re- 
port OQ  the  Privileges  and  Restrictioos  on  the 
CommeTce  of  the  United  States  in  PoreieQ  Coao- 
tries.  Id  order  to  keep  the  sabject  within  those 
boapds,  which  I  sappoaed  to  be  onder  the  cootem- 
phtioa  of  the  House,  I  have  restrained  my  state- 
ments to  those  countries  only,  with  which  we 
carry  cm  a  commerce  of  some  importance,  and  to 
those  articles  also  of  our  produce,  which  are  of 
aeusibte  weight  in  the  scale  of  oar  exports;  and 
even  these  articles  are  sometimes  groups  to- 
gether, according  to  the  degree  of  favor  or  restric- 
tion with  which  they  are  rdeeired  in  each  coun- 
try, and  that  d^ree  expressed  in  general  terms, 
without  detailing  the  exact  duty  levied  on  each 
article. 

To  have  gone  fully  into  these  minutire,  would 
have  been  to  copy  the  tariffs  and  books  of  rates 
of  the  different  countries,  and  to  have  hidden  un- 
der a  mass  of  detail,  these  genera!  and  important 
truths,  the  extraction  of  which  in  a  simple  form, 
I  conceived,  would  best  answer  the  inquiries  of 
t^  House,  by  condensing  matnial  information 
within  those  limits  oT  time  and  attenticm  which 
this  portion  of  their  duties  may  justly  claim. 
The  plan,  indeed,  of  minute  details,  would  have 
been  impracticable  with  some  countries  for  want 
vf  information. 

Since  preparing  this  Report,  which  was  put  into 
its  present  form,  in  time  to  have  have  been  given 
n  to  the  last  session  of  Congress,  alterations  of 
he  conditions  of  our  commerce  witn  some  foreign 
lations  have  taken  place,  some  of  them-  tndepen- 
lent  of  the  war,  some  arising  out  of  it.  France 
las  proposed  to  enter  into  a  new  treaty  of  com- 
aerce  with  us  on  liberal  principles ;  and  has,  in 
he  meantime,  relaxed  some  of  tlw  restraints  men- 
ioned  in  the  report.  Spain  has,  by  an  ordinance 
f  June  kst,  established  New  Orleans,  Pensacola, 
nd  St.  Augii5tine,  into  free  ports,  for  the  vetisels 
f  fiieodly  Datiinis  having  treaties  of  commerce 
ritb  her,  provided  they  touch  for  a  permit  at  Cor- 
ubion  in  Oallicia,  or  at  Alicant;  and  our  rice  is 
Y  the  same  ordinance  excluded  from  that  country, 
he  circumstances  of  the  war  have  necessarily 
iven  us  freer  access  to  the  West  ludia  islands, 
■-hiist  they  have  also  drawn  on  our  navigation 
exations  end  depredations  of  the  most  serious 
at  ore. 

To  have  endeavored  to  describe  all  these  would 
ave  been  as  impracticable  as  useless,  since  the 
;.enes  would  have  been  shifting  while  under  de- 
;ription.  I  therefore  think  it  best  to  leave  the 
■port  as  it  was  formed,  bein^  adapted  to  a  particu- 
iT  point  of  time,  when  things  were  in  tneir  set- 
order,  that  is  to  say,  to  the  Summer  of  1792. 

i  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  profound 
-sper t,  sir.  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
rvant,  TH.  JEFFERSON, 

o  the  Speaker  of  the  Bame 
Repreaentativaofthe  United  Stattts  of  America. 


le  Sbcrkta  ht  op  Stitk,  to  whom  wu  rejEerred  by  the 
Howe  of  Representatives  the  Report  of  a  Committee 
on  the  written  Mewaga  of  Ae  PMideilttfae  United 
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States,  of  the  14th  of  Febniaiy,  1791,  with  instmc- 
tion  to  repo^to  Congresi  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  Privile4u^  Reetrictiotu  of  the  Commercial 
Intercoumiorthe  United  States  with  Foreign  Na> 
tion^  and  the  measures  which  he  should  think 
to  be  adopted,  (or  the  improvement  of  the  CtHOmerce 
and  Navigation  of  the  same,  has  had  the  same  under 
conaideratiou,  and  thereupon  makes  the  fbllowipg 
Report: 

.The  countries  with  which  the  United  States 
have  their  chief  commercial  intercourse  are,  Spain, 
Portugal,  France,  Great  Britain,  the  United  Ne- 
therlands, Denmark,  and  Sweden,  and  their  Ame- 
rican possessions ;  and  the  articles  of  export  which 
constitute  the  basis  of  that  commerce,  with  their 
respective  amounts,  are — 

Breadstuff,  that  is  to  say,  bread^^rainik 
meals,  and  bread,  to  the  annual 

amount  of  $7,649,887 

Tobacco   4,349,567 

Rice   1,753,796 

Wood  1,263,534 

Salted  fish        -      -      -      -  ^  -  941,696 

Pot  and  pearl  ash      -      -      -      -  839,093 

Salted  meats     ...      -      -  599,130 

Indigo   537,379 

Horses  and  mules     .     -      -     .  339,753 

Whale  oil         -      -      -      -      -  252,691 

Flaxseed   236,072 

Tar,  pitch,  and  turpentine        -      -  217,177 

Live  provisions         -      -      -      -  137,743 

Ships   

Foreign  goods    -      -      -            -  ^,274 

To  descend  to  articles  of  smaller  value  than 
these,  would  lead  into  a  minuteness  of  detail  nei- 
ther necessary  nor  useful  to  the  present  object. 

The  proportions  of  our  exporta,whioh  go  to  the 
nations  before  mentioned,  and  to  their  dominions, 
respectively,  are  as  follows : 

To  Spain  and  its  dominions  '  -  -  92,095,907 

To  Portugal  and  its  dominions  -  1,283,463 

To  France  and  its  dominions    -  -  4,698,735 

To  Great  Britain  and  its  dominions  -  9,36^416 
To  the  United  Netherlands  and  their 

dominions     -  1,963,880 

To  Denmark  and  its  dominions  -  224,415 

To  Sweden  and  its  domimmis  -  47,240 

Our  imports  from  the  same  countries  are — 
To  Spain  and  its  dominicms  -  -  $335,110 
To  Portugal  and  its  dominiuis  -  595,763 
To  France  and  its  dominions  •  -  2,068,348 
To  Great  Britain  and  its  dominions  -  15,285,^ 
To  the  United  Netherlands  and  their 

dominions   1,172,692 

To  Denmark  and  its  dominions  -  351,394 
To  Sweden  and  its  dominions         -  14,325 

These  imports  consist  mostly  of  articles  on 
which  industry  has  been  exhausted. 

Our  navigation  depending  on  the  same  com- 
merce will  appear  by  the  fdlowing  statement  of 
the  tonnage  oi  our  own  vessels  entering  in  our 
ports,  from  th6se  several  nations,  and  their  possw* 
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8UHU,  io  one  jear,  that  is  to  say,  from  October, 
1789,  to  September,  1790,  mclusiv^as  follows : 

'  Ton». 

Spain         -      -      -      -  -  19695 

Portugal  r  •  «^76 

France  r  119,410 

Great  Britain   43,580 

United  Netherlands     -      -      -      -  58,858 

Denmark  14,655 

Bweden  750 

Of  oar  commercial  objects,  SPAIN  receives  fa- 
Ttmbly  oar  bread-stuff,  salted  fish,  wood,  ships, 
tar,  pitch,  and  turpentine.  On  our  meals,  however, 
as  Well  as  on  those  of  other  foreign  countries,  when 
re-exported  to  their  colonies,  they  have  lately  im- 
posed duties  of  from  half  a  dollar  to  two.  dollars 
the  barrel,  the  duties  being  so  proportioned  to  the 
current  price  of  their  own  flour,  as  that  both  to- 
gether are  to  make  the  constant  sum  of  nine  dol- 
UiTS  per  barrel. 

They  do  not  discourage  our  rice,  pot  and  pearl 
ash,  salted  [>roTisicni&  or  whale  oil  ;  out  these  ar- 
ticles being  in  small  demand  at  their  markets,  are 
carried  thither  but  in  a  small  degree.  Their  de- 
mand for  rice,  howerer,  is  increasing.  Neither 
tobacco  nor  indigo  are  received  there.  Our  com- 
merce is  permitted  with  their  Canary  islands  un- 
•der  the  same  conditions. 

Thraoselves  and  their  colonies  are  the  actual 
consumers  of  what  they  receive  from  us. 

Our  navigation  is  free  with  the  kingdom  of 
Spain — foreign  goods  being  received  there  iu  our 
ships  on  the  same  conditions  as  if  carried  in  their 
own,  or  in  the  vessels  of  the  country  of  which 
mch  goods  are  the  manufacture  or  produce. 

PORTUGAL  receives  favorably  uur  grain  and 
breadj  salted  fish  and  other  salted  provisions,  wood, 
tar,  pitch,  and  turpentine. 

For  flaxseed,  pot,  and  pefurl  ash,  though  not  dis- 
couraged, there  is  little  demand. 

Oar  ships  pay  twraty  per  cent,  on  being  sold  to 
tlieir  subjects,  and  are  then  free  bottoms. 

Foreign  goods  (except  those  of  the  East  Indies) 
are  received  on  the  same  footing  in  our  vessels  as 
in  theix  own,  or  any  others ;  that  is  to  say,  on 
general  duties  of  from  twenty  to  twenty-eight  per 
cenf.,  and,  conseqaently,  our  navigation  is  unob- 
structed by  them.  Tobacco,  rice,  and  meals,  are 
prohibited. 

Themselves  and  their  colonies  ccmsome  what 
they  receive  from  us. 

These  regulations  extend  to  the  Azorefi,  Ma- 
deira, and  the  Cape  de  Verd  Islands,  except,  that 
in  these,  meals  and  rice  are  received  freely. 

FRANCE  receives  favorably  our  breadstuff, 
rice,  wood,  pot,  and  pearl  ashes. 

A  duty  of  five  sous  the  quintal,  or  nearly  four 
and  an  naif  cents,  is  paid  on  our  tar,  mtcn,  and 
turpentine.  Our  whafe  oils  pay  six  ItTres  the 
quintal,  and  are  the  only  foreign  whale  oils  admit- 
ted. Our  indigo  pays  five  livres  the  quintal;  their 
own  two  and  an  half ;  but  a  difference  of  quality, 
still  more  than  a  difference  of  doty,  prevents  its 
seeking  that  market. 

Salted  beef  is  received  freely  for  re-exportation ; 
but  if  for  home  consumption,  it  pays  five  livres 


the  quintal.  Other  salted  provisions  pay  thai  doir 
in  all  cases,  and  salted  fish  is  made  lalelr  to  m 
the  prohibitory  one  of  twenty  Uvrea  the  qoiniu. 

Our  ships  are  free  to  carry  thUher  all  fbnip 
goods,  which  may  be  carried  u  their 
other  vessels,  except  tobaecoes  not  of  mr  om 
growth;  and  they  portieipate  withthtintbeo- 
elusive  oarria^  of  our  whale  oib  and  tcteecM 

During  their  former  Government  our  ttHmea 
was  under  a  monopoly,  but  paid  no  duties  ^  ud 
our  ships  were  ireely  sold  in  their  porti  snd  ect- 
verted  into  national  bottoms.  The  fint  Nitioal 
Assembly  took  from  our  diips  this  pririhit 
They  emancipated  tobacco  fromitsm<mopolv.M 
subjected  it  to  duties  of  eighteen  livres  and  trati 
sous  the  quintal,  carried  in  their  own  vessel 
twenty-five  livres,  carried  in  our»— a  differew 
more  than  equal  to  the  freight  of  the  article. 

They  and  their  colonies  coosame  what  tkeyn- 
ceive  from  us. 

GREAT  BRITAIN  receives  our  potaadpail 
ashes  free,  while  those  of  odier  nadonspayaditf 
of  two  shilling  and  three  pence  the  qniiwj.  Tbw 
is  an  equal  distinction  in  flavor  of  our  bar  inn- 
of  which  article,  however,  we  do  not  prodw 
enouffh  for  our  own  use.  Woods  are  free  froa 
us,  whilst  they  pay  scone  small  duty  from  otWr 
countries.  Indigo  and  flaxseed  are  free  from  iH 
countries.  Our  tar  and  [Htch  pay  lid.  steriiaKikt 
barrel.  From  other  alien  countries  they  payuoii 
a  penny  and  a  third  more. 

Our  tobacco,  for  their  own  coasumptiMt,  ptp 
Is.  3d.  sterling  the  pound,  custom  and  excite,  te- 
sides  heavy  expenses  of  collection.  And  rice,  ii 
the  same  catie,  pays  7s.  4d.  sterling  the  hnodni 
weight ;  Which,  rendering  it  too  dear  as  aa  aitidt 
ol  common  food,  it  is  consequently  used  ia  ittj 
small  quantity. 

Our  salted  fish,  and  other  salted  pronsiom,  a- 
cept  bacon,  are  prohibited,  ^tcon  and  wbale 
are  under  prohibitory  duties;  so  areonrgniB^ 
meals,  and  bread,  as  to  internal  consnmpuoo,  as- 
less  in  times  of  sudi  scarcity  as  may  ni«^ 
price  of  wheat  to  SOs.  sterling  the  quarter,  aaJ 
other  grains  and  meals  in  .proportion. 

Our  ships,  though  purenased  and  navigaKd  W 
their  own  subjects,  are  not  permitted  to  be  sw 
even  in  their  trade  with  us. 

While  the  vessels  of  other  nations  are  secnreJ 
by  standing  laws,  which  cannot  be  altered  bot 
the  concurrent  will  of  the  three  branches  of  ^ 
British  L^slature,  in  carrying  thither  anr  Re- 
duce or  manufacture  of  the  country  to  whteo  uKf 
belong,  which  may  be  lawAiUy  carried  in  inr  to- 
sels,  ours,  with  the  same  prohibition  of  wW  ^ 
foreign,  are  further  prohibited  by  a  staDdinc  bv 
(12  Car.  2, 18,  §  3)  from  carrying  thither  all  tti 
any  of  our  domestic  productions  and  mwabc- 
tures.  A  aalwequent  act,  indeed;^  has  autborim 
their  Executive  to  permit  thecarna^  of  oar  on 
Iffoductions  in  our  own  bottoms  at  its  sole  £Ktt- 
tion;  and  the  permision  has  been  given  from  fW 
to  year  by  proclamation,  but  subject  evenrnw- 
ment  to  be  withdrawn  on  that  single  viu;>i> 
which  event,  our  vessels  having  any  tfaiar  <> 
board,  stand  interdicted  from  me  entry  m 
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British  ports.  The  disadraotage  of  a  tenure 
which  may  be  so  suddenly  discontinued,  was  ex- 
perienced by  our  merchants  on  a  late  occasioiL* 
when  an  official  notification  that  this  law  would 
be  strictly  eaforced,  gave  them  just  apprehensions 
ior  the  fate  of  theur  vessels  and  cargoes  despatched 
or  destined  to  the  ports  of  Great  Britain.  The 
Minister  of  that  Court,  indeed,  frankly  expreawd 
his  personal  conviction  that  the  words  of  the  Order 
w«it  farther  than  was  iDtended,  and  so  he  aher* 
wards  officially  informed  ns ;  bat  the  emfaanrass- 
meats  of  the  moment  were  real  and  greet,  and  the 
possibility  of  their  renewal  lays  our  commerce  to 
that  country  under  the  same  species  of  discourage- 
ment as  to  other  countries  where  it  is  regulated 
by  a  single  legislator ;  and  the  distinction  is  too 
remarkable  not  to  be  noticed,  that  our  navigation 
is  excluded  from  the  security  of  fixed  laws,  while 
that  security  is  given  to  the  navigation  of  others. 

Our  vessels  my  in  their  ports  Is.  9d.  sterling  per 
ton,  light  and  Trinity  dues,  more  than  is  paid  by 
British  ships,  except  in  the  port  of  London,  where 
ther  pay  the  same  as  British. 

The  greater  part  of  what  they  receive  from  us 
is  re-exported  to  other  countries,  under  the  useless 
charges  of  ftn  intermediate  deposite,  and  double 
voyage.  From  tables  published  in  England,  and 
;omposed  as  is  said  from  thelwoks  of  their  eastom- 
liouses,  it  appears  that  of  the  indigo  imported 
here  lo  the  years  VJ73-'^^-^6,  one-uird  was  re- 
exported ;  and  from  a  document  of  aatbority,  we 
earn  that,  of  the  rice  and  tobacco  imported  there, 
>efore  the  H'jr,  four-fifths  were  re-ezporicJ.  We 
ire  assured,  indeed,  that  the  quantities  sent  thither 
or  re-exportation  since  the  war,  are  considerably 
[iminisbed.  yet  less  so  than  reason  and  national 
Dterest  would  dictate.  The  whole  of  our  grain 
5  re-exported  when  wheat  is  below  50b.  the  qoar- 
er,  and  other  grains  in  proportion. 

The  UNITED  NETHERLANDS  prohibit 
■ui  pickled  beef  and  pork,  meals  and  breadj  of  all 
orts,  and  lay  a  prohibitory  duty  on  spirits  distilled 
rom  grain. 

All  other  of  our  productions  are  received  on 
aried  duties,  which  may  be  reckoned  on  a  me- 
ium  at  about  three  per  cent. 

They  consume  hut  a  small  proportion  of  what 
ley  receive.  The  residue  is  partly  forwarded 
)r  consumption  in  the  inland  parts  of  Europe, 
nd  partly  reshim*^  ^  other  maritime  countries. 
>n  the  fatter  portion  they  intercept  between  us 
ad  the  consamer  so  much  of  the  valae  as  is  ab- 
>rbed  by  the  charges  atteDding  an  intermediate 
eposite. 

Foreign  goods,  except  some  East  India  articles, 
re  received  in  vessels  of  any  nation. 

Our  ships  may  be  sold  and  naturalized  there 
■lib  exceptions  of  one  or  two  privileges,  which 
imewhat  lessen  their  value. 

DKNMARK  lays  considerable  duties  on  our 
baceo  and  rice  carried  in  their  own  vessels,  and 
ilf  as  much  more  if  carried  in  ours ;  but  the  ex- 
it amount  of  these  duties  is  not  perfectly  known 
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here.   They  lay  such  as  amount  to  prohibitions 
cm  our  indiffo  and  corn. 

SWEDEN  receives  favorably  our  grains  and 
meals,  salted  provisions,  indigo,  and  whale  oil. 

They  subject  our  rice  to  duties  of^sixteen  mills 
the  pound  weight,  carried  in  their  own  ve^ls, 
and  of  forty  per  cent,  additional  on  that,  or  22  4-10 
mills,  earned  in  ours,  oi  any  others.  Being  thus 
rendered  too  dear  as  an  article  of  common  food, 
little,  it  is  consumed  witfi  them.  They  con- 
sume some  of  our  tobaccoes.  which  they  teke  dr- 
coitoasly  through  Great  Britain,  levying  heavy 
dutia  on  them  also ;  their  duties  of  entry,  town 
daties,  and  excise,  bein^  $4  34  the  hundred 
wdght,  if  carried  in  their  own  vessels,  and  of 
lorty  per  cent,  on  that  additional,  if  carried  in  our 
own  or  any  other  vessels. 

They  prohibit  altogether  our  bread,  fish,  pot 
and  pearl  ashes,  fiaxseed,  tar,  pitch,  and  turpen- 
tincj  wood,  (except  oak  timber  and  masts,)  ana  all 
foreign  manufactures. 

Under  so  many  restrictions  and  prohibitiCMH, 
our  navigation  with  them  is  reduced  almost  to 
nothing. 

With  our  n^hbors,  an  order  of  things  much 

harder  presents  itself: 

SPAIN  and  PORTUGAL  refuse  to  those jiarts 
of  America  which  they  govern  all  direct  inter- 
course with  any  people  hot  themselves.  The 
commodities  in  mutual  demand,  between  them 
and  their  neighbors,  must  be  carried  to  be  ex- 
changed in  some  port  of  the  dominant  country ; 
and  the  transportation  between  that  and  the  sub- 
ject State  must  be  in  a  domestic  bottom. 

FRANCE,  by  a  standing  law,  permits  her 
West  India  possessions  to  receive  directly  our 
vegetables,  live  provisions,  horses,  wood,  tar,  pitch, 
ana  turpentine,  rice,  and  maize,  and  prohibits  our 
other  breadstuff;  but  a  suspension  of  this  prohibi- 
tion having  been  left  to  the  Colonial  Legislatures, 
in  times  of  scarcity,  it  was  formerly  suspended 
occasionally,  but  latterly  without  interruption. 

Our  fish  and  salted  provisions  (except  pork) 
are  received  in  thor  islands  under  a  duty  of  three 
Colonial  Uvres  the  quintal,  and  our  vessels  are  as 
free  as  their  own  to  carry  oar  commodities  thither^ 
and  to  bring  away^rum  and  molasses. 

GREAT  BRITAIN  admits  in  her  islands  our 
vegetables,  live  provisions,  horses,  wood,  tar,  pitch, 
ana  turpentine,  rice,  and  breadstuff,  by  a  procla- 
mation of  her  Executive,  limited  always  to  the 
term  of  a  year,  but  hitherto  renewed  from  year  to 
year.  She  prohibits  our  salted  fish,  ana  other 
salted  provisions.  She  does  not  permit  our  ves- 
sels to  carry  thither  our  own  produce.  Her  vessels 
alone  may  take  it  from  us,and  bring  us  in  exchange 
rum,  molasses,  sugar,  coffee,  cocoa  nuts,  ginger, 
and  pimento.  There  are,  indeed,  some  freedoms 
in  the  island  of  Dominica,  but,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, as  to  be  little  used  b_y  us.  In  the 
British  Continental  Colonies,  and  in  Newfound- 
land, all  our  productions  are  prohibited,  and  our 
vessels  forbidden  to  enter  their  ports.  Their  Go- 
vemors,  however,  in  times  ol  distress,  have  power 
to  permit  a  temporary  importation  of  certain  ar- 
ticle*  in  their  own  bottoms,  but  not  in  ours. 
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Our  citizens  cannot  reside  as  merchants  or  foe- 
tors  within  any  of  the  British  plantations,  this  be- 
ing expressly  .prohibited  by  the  same  statute  of 
12  Car.  2,  c.  18,  commonly  called  the  Navigation 
Act. 

In  the  DA*NISH  AMERICAN  possessions  a 
duty  of  five  per  cent,  is  levied  on  our  corn^  com- 
meal,  rice,  tobacco,  wood,  salted  fish,  indigo, 
horses,  mules,  and  Kve  stock ;  and  of  ten  per  cent, 
on  our  floar,  salted  pork,  and  bed",  tar,  pitch,  and 
turpentine. 

in  the  American  islands  of  the  UNITED 
NETHERLANDS  and  SWEDEN  our  vessels 
and  produce  are  received,  sobiect  to  duties,  not  so 
heavy  as  to  have  been  complained  of;  bat  they 
are  heavier  in  the  Dutch  possessions  on  the  Con- 
tinent. 

To  sum  up  these  Restrictions  so  far  as  they  are 
important: 

1.  In  EoROPE.— Our  breadstuff  is  at  most  times 
under  prohibitory  duties  in  England,  and  con- 
siderably datied  on  reexportation  from  Spain  to 
her  colonies. 

Our  tobaccoeR  are  heavily  dutied  in  England, 
Sweden,  and  France,  and  prohibited  in  Spain  and 
Portugal. 

Our  rice  is  heavily  dutied  in  England  and  Swe- 
den, and  prohibited  m  Portuf^l. 

Our  fish  and  salted  provisions  are  prohibited  in 
Blngland.  and  under  prohibitory  duties  in  France. 

Our  whale  oils  are  prohibited  in  England  and 
Portugal. 

And  onr  vessels  are  denied  nauiralization  in 
England,  and  of  late  in  France. 

2.  In  the  West  iNniES. — All  intercourse  is 
prohibited  with  the  poasessions  of  Spain  and  Por- 
tnml. 

Our  salted  provisions  and  fish  are  prohibited  by 
England. 

Our  salted  pork  and  breadstuff  (except  maize) 
are  received  under  temporary  taws  only  in  the 
dominions  of  France,  and  our  salted  fisb  pays 
there  a  weighty  duty. 

3.  In  the  Article  op  Navioation. — Our  own 
carriage  of  our  own  tobacco  is  heavily  dutied  in 
Sweden,  and  lately  in  France. 

Wc  carry  no  article  not  of  our  own  production 
to  the  British  ports  in  Europe. 

Nor  even  our  own  produce  to  her  American 
poKsessiou'. 

Such  being  the  restrictions  on  the  commerce  and 
navinti<Hi  of  the  United  States,  the  question  is, 
in  what  way  they  may  beat  be  removed,  modified, 
or  counteracted  7 

As  to  commerce  two  methods  occur:  1.  By 
friendly  arrangements  with  the  several  nations 
with  whom  thfse  restrictions  exist;  or,  2.  By  the 
separate  act  of  oar  own  Legislature  for  counter- 
vailing their  effects. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  of  these  two 
friendly  arrangement  h  the  most  eligible.  Instead 
of  embarrassing  commerce  under  piles  of  regu- 
lating laws,  dutiesj  and  prohibitions,  could  it  be 
relieved  from  all  its  shackles  in  all  parts  of  the 
world — could  every  country  be  eniployed  in  pro- 
ducing that  which  nature  has  best  fitted  it  to  pro- 


duce, and  each  be  free  to  exchange  with  otkm 
mutual  surplusses  for  mutual  wants,  the  |reai«t 
mass  possible  would  then  be  produced  of  thost 
things  which  contribute  to  human  life  and  hnmu 
happiness — the  numbers  of  mankind  woald  Ite  in- 
creased, and  their  condition  bettered. 

Would  even  a  single  nation  begin  with  lU 
United  States  this  system  of  free  commerce,  ii 
would  be  advisable  to  begin  it  with  that  aatioo. 
since  it  is  one  by  one  only  that  it  can  be  exteDded 
to  all.  Where  the  circumstances  of  either  partf 
render  it  expedient  to  levy  a  revenue,  by  way  of 
impost,  on  commerce,  its  freedom  might  be  modi- 
fied, in  that  particular,  by  mutual  and  eqairalat 
measures,  preserving  it  entire  in  all  others. 

Some  nations,  not  yet  ripe  for  free  commm, 
in  all  its  extent,  might  still  be  willing  to  molUiT 
its  restrictions  and  regulations  for  us  in  proponi« 
to  the  advantages  which  an  intercourse  witbrn 
might  offer.  Particularly  they  may  concur  wiA 
us  in  reciprocating  the  duties  to  be  levied  on  eaci 
side,  or  in  compensating  any  excess  of  duly  by 
equivalent  advantages  of  another  nature.  Odt 
commerce  is  certainly  of  a  character  to  eptiileii 
to  favor  in  most  countries.  The  commodities  vt 
offer  are  either  necessaries  of  life,  or  materials  for 
manufacture,  or  convenient  subjects  for  reveoae; 
and  we  take  in  exchange  cither  manufactures, 
when  they  have  received  the  last  finish  of  ari  ni 
industry,  or  mere  luxuries.  Such  customers  miy 
reasonably  expect  welcome  and  friendly  treatmoit 
at  every  market — customers,  too,  whose  demands, 
increasing  with  their  wealth  and  population, 
very  shortly  give  fuU  employment  to  the  irinw 
industry  of  any  nation  whatever,  in  any  line* 

_      1  .  .         .1.  _  i-i.;.        -_ft: — fQf_ 


supply  they  may  get  into  the  habit  oi 
from  It. 

But  should  any  nation,  contrary  to  our  wiaiB. 
suppose  it  may  oetter  find  its  advanti^  hj  c«- 
tinuiag  its  system  of  prohibitions,  duties,  and  I^ 
gulations,  it  behoves  us  to  protect  our  ciiittis. 
their  commerce,  and  navigation,  by  countfr-pn>- 
hibitions,  duties,  and  regulations aUo.  FreecoiB- 
merce  and  navigation  are  not  to  be  given  in  n- 
change  for  restrictions  and  vexations ;  nor  tn 
they  likely  to  produce  a  relaxation  of  them. 

Our  navigation  involves  still  higher  conii^ert' 
tions.  As  a  branch  of  industry,  it  is  valuable ;  kat. 
as  a  resource  of  defence,  essential. 

Its  value,  as  a  branch  of  induxtry,  is  enhaKti 
by  the  depen^nce  of  so  many  other  brandies  hb 
it.  In  times  of  general  peace  it  multiplies  com- 
petitors for  employment  in  transporutioDj  tBO  » 
keeps  that  at  its  proper  level ;  and  in  time" « 
war,  that  is  to  say,  when  those  nations  who  tnir 
be  our  principal  carriers,  shall  be  at  war  witi 
each  other,  if  we  have  not  within  ourselves  tw 
means  of  transportation,  our  produce  must  be  ex- 
ported in  belligerent  vessels  at  the  increased  «- 
pense  of  war-freight  and  insurance,  and  the 
tides  which  will  not  bear  that  must  perish  on  i»f 
hands. 

But  it  is  as  a  resource  for  defence  that  oor  ni^'' 
gation  will  admit  neither  neglect  nor  forbearaocf- 
The  position  and  circumstances  of  the  Unite* 
States  leave  them  nothing  to  fear  on  their  hod. 
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board,  and  nothine  to  desire  beyond  their  present 
rights.  But,  OD  ^eir  seaboard,  they  are  open  to 
iDiurVj  and  tbey  have  therCj  too,  a  commerce 
whicD  must  be  protected.  Thi3  can  only  be  done 
by  possess! ne  a  respectable  body  of  citizen  sea- 
men, and  of  artists  and  establisbmenta  in  readi- 
ness for  ship-buitding. 

Were  the  ocean,  which  is  the  common  property 
of  all,  open  to  tKe  industry  of  all,  so  that  every 
person  and  vessel  should  be  free  to  take  employ- 
ment wherever  it  could  be  fou&d,  the  United  States 
would  certainly  not  set  the  example  of  appro- 
priating to  themselves,  exclusivelv,  any  portion  of 
the  common  stock  of  occupation.  They  would  rely 
oo  the  enterprise  and  activity  of  their  citizens  for  a 
due  participation  of  the  benefits  of  the  seafaringbu- 
siness,and  for  keeping  the  marine  class  of  citizens 
equal  to  their  object.  But  if  particular  nationsgrasp 
at  undue  shares,  and  more  especially,  if  they  seize 
on  the  means  of  the  United  States  to  convert 
them  into  aliment  for  their  own  strength,  and 
withdraw  them  entirely  from  the  support  of  those 
to  whom  they  belong,  defensive  and  protecting 
measures  become  necessary  on  the  part  erf*  the  na- 
tion whose  marine  resources  are  thus  iuraded,  or 
it  will  be  disarmed  of  its  defence ;  its  productions 
will  lie  at  the  mercy  of  the  nation  which  has  pos- 
sessed itself  exclusively  of  the  means  of  carrying 
them,  and  its  politics  may  be  influenced  by  those 
who  commana  ite  commerce.   The  carnage  of 
our  own  commodities,  if  once  established  in  ano- 
ther channel,  cannot  be  resumed  in  the  moment 
we  may  desire.  If  we  lose  the  seamen  and  artists, 
whom  it  nowoccupie^  we  lose  the  present  means 
of  marine  defence,  and  time  will  oe  requisite  to 
raise  up  others,  when  disgrace  or  losses  shall  bring 
home  to  our  feelings  the  error  of  having  aban- 
doned them.    The  materials  for  maintainmg  our 
due  share  of  navigation  are  ours  in  abundance ; 
and,  as  to  the  mode  of  using  them,  we  have  only 
to  adopt  the  principles  of  uose  who  thus  put  us 
on  the  defensive,  or  oUiers  eqttiraleDt  and  netter 
fitted  to  our  circumstances. 

The  following  principlea,  bung  fotuded  in  re- 
ciprocity, appear  perfectly  just,  and  to  offer  no 
cause  of  complaint  to  any  nation : 

1.  Where  a  nation  imposes  high  duties  on  our 

Eroductions,  or  prohibits  them  aUogether,  it  may 
e  proper  for  us  to  do  the  same  by  theirs,  first 
burdening  or  excluding  those  productions  which 
they  bring  here  in  competition  with  our  own  of 
the  same  Kind — selecting  next  such  manu&etures 
as  we  take  from  them  m  greatest  quantity,  and 
which  at  the  same  time  we  could  the  soonest 
Turnish  to  ourselves,  or  obtain  from  other  coun- 
tries— imposing  on  them  duties  lighter  at  first,  but 
heavier  and  heavier  afterwards,  as  other  channels 
of  supply  open.   Such  duties  having  the  effect  of 
indirect  encouragement  to  domestic  manu&ctures 
of  the  same  kind  may  induce  the  nuuui&eturer  to 
come  himself  into  these  States  where  cheaper 
subsistence,  equal  laws,  and  a  vent  of  his  wares, 
free  of  duty^  may  insure  him  the  highest  profits 
from  his  skill  and  industry.  And  here  it  would 
be  in  the  power  of  the  State  QoTenmeBts  to  co> 
operate  eigentiaHy  by  opening  the  rCBoareei  iA 


encouragement  which  are  under  their  control,  ex- 
tending them  liberally  to  artists  in  those  particu- 
lar branches  of  manufacture,  for  which  their  soil, 
climate,  population,  and  other  circumstances,  have 
matured  them,  and  fostering  the  precious  efforts 
and  progress  of  household  mana&cture  by  some 
patronage  suited  to- the  nature  of  its  objects,  guided 
by  the  local  informations  which  they  possess,  and 
guarded  against  abuse  by  their  preseiice  and  at- 
tentions. The  oppressions  on  our  agriculture  in 
foreign  ports  would  thus  be  made  the  occasion  of 
relieving  it  from  a  dependence  on  the  councils  and 
conduct  of  others,  and  of  promoting  arts,  mana> 
factures,  and  population  at  home. 

2.  Where  a  nation  refuses  permission  to  our 
merchants  and  factors  to  reside  within  certain  parts 
of  their  dominions,  we  may,  if  it  should  be  thought 
expedient,  refuse  residence  to  theirs  in  any  and 
every  part  of  ours^  or  modify  their  transactions. 

3.  Where  a  nation  refuses  to  receive  in  our  ves- 
sels any  productions  but  our  own.  we  may  refuse 
to  receive,  in  theini,  any  but  their  own  produc- 
tions. The  first  and  second  clauses  of  the  bill  w- 
ported  by  the  Committee  are  well  formed  to  effect 
this  object. 

4.  Where  a  nation  reftases  to  consider  any  ves- 
sel as  ours,  which  has  not  been  built  withm  our 
Territories,  we  should  refuse  to  consider  as  theirs 
any  vessel  not  built  within  their  Territories. 

o.  Where  a  nation  refuses  to  our  vessels  the  car- 
riage even  of  our  own  productions  to  certain  coun- 
tries under  their  domination,  we  might  refuse  to 
theirs,  of  every  description,  the  carriage  of  the 
same  productions  to  the  same  countries.  But  as 
justice  and  good  neighborhood  would  dictate,  that 
those  who  hare  no  part  in  imposing  the  restriction 
on  us,  should  not  be  the  victims  of  measures  adcmt- 
ed  to  defeat  its  effect,  it  may  be  proper  to  cmfine 
the  re&triction  to  vessels  owned  or  navigated  by 
any  sabjects  of  the  same  dominant  Power^  other 
than  the  inhaUtants  of  the  coimtry  to  which  the 
said  prodaeUau  are  to  be  carried.  And  to  pre- 
vent all  inconvenience  to  the  said  inhabitants,  and 
to  our  own,  by  too  sudden  a  check  on  the  means 
of  transportation,  we  may  continue  to  admit  the 
vessels  marked  for  future  exclusion,  on  an  ad- 
vanced tonnage,  and  for  such  length  of  time  only 
as  may  be  supposed  necessary  to  provide  against 
that  inconvenience. 

The  establishment  ef  some  of  these  principles 
by  Great  Britain  alone  has  already  lost  us  in  our 
commerce  with  that  country  and  its  possessions 
between  eight  and  nine  hundred  vessels  of  near 
4^000  tons  burden,  according  to  statements  from 
official  materials  in  whiclt  they  have  confidence. 
This  involves  a  proportional  loss  of  seamen,  ship- 
wrights, and  ship-building,  and  is  too  sertooa  a 
loss  to  admit  forbearance  of  some  effectual  re- 
medy. 

It  is  true  we  must  expect  some  inconveni- 
ence in  practice  from  the  establishm«it  of  dis- 
criminating daties.  But  in  this,  as  in  so  many 
other  cqses,  we  are  left  to  choose  between  two 
evils.  These  Inconveniences  are  nothing  when 
weighed  arainst  the  loss  of  wealth,  and  loss  of 
pace,  which  will  foUow  our  perseveiaaee  in  tlw 
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plan  of  indiscrimination.  When  once  it  shall  be 
perceived  that  we  are  either  in  the  system  or  in  the 
babit  of  giving  eqaal  advantages  to  those  who  ex- 
tioffnish  our  commerce  and  navigation,  by  duties 
and  prohibitions,  as  to  those  who  treat  both  with 
liberality  and  justice,  liberality  and  justice  will 
be  converted  by  all  into  duties  and  prohibitions. 
It  is  not  to  the  moderation  and  josuce  of  others 
ve  are  to  trust  for  fair  and  equal  access  to  nurket 
with  our  productions,  or  for  our  due  share  in  the 
transportation  of  them,  but  to  our  own  means  of 
iDdependence,  and  the  firm  will  to  use  them.  Nor 
do  tlie  inconveniences  of  discrimination  merit 
consideration.  Not  one  of  the  nations  before- 
mentioned — perhaps  not  a  ctunmercial  nation  on 
earth — is  without  them.  In  our  case  one  dis- 
tinction alone  will  suffice,  that  is  to  say,  between 
nations  who  favor  our  productions  and  navig^on, 
and  those  who  do  not  favor  them.  One  set  of 
moderate  duties,  say  the  present  duties,  fur  the 
first,  and  a  fixed  advance  on  these,  as  to  some  ar- 
ticles, and  ivohilntioiu  as  to  others,  for  the  last. 

Snll  it  most  he  repeated  that  friendly  arrange- 
Hients  are  preferable  with  all  ■who  will  come  into 
them ;  and  that  we  should  carry  into  such  arrange- 
ments all  the  liberality  and  spirit  of  accommoda- 
tion which  the  nature  of  the  case  trill  admit. 

France  has,  of  her  own  accord,  proposed  nego- 
tiations for  improving,  by  a  new  treaty,  on  Air  and 
equal  principles,  the  commercial  relations  of  the 
two  countries.  But  her  internal  disturbances  have 
hitherto  prevented  the  prosecution  of  them  to  ef- 
fect, though  we  have  had  repeated  assnraaces  of  a 
continuance  of  the  disposition. 

Proposals  of  friendly  arrangement  have  been 
made  on  our  rart,  by  the  present  Government,  to 
that  of  Great  Britain,  as  the  Message  states ;  but, 
being  already  on  as  good  a  footing  in  law,  and  a 
better  in  iact  than  the  most  fitvored  nations,  they 
have  not,  as  yet,  discovered  any  disposition  to  have 
it  meddud  with. 

We  bare  no  reason  to  conclude  tint  friendly 
arrangemoits  would  be  declined  by  the  other  na- 
tions with  whom  we  have  such  commercial  inter- 
course as  may  render  them  important.  In  the 
meanwhile,  it  would  rest  with  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress to  determine  whether,  as  to  those  natiims, 
tney  will  not  surcease  exparU  regtilations^  on  the 
reasonable  presumption  that  they  will  concur  in 
duinff  whatever  justice  and  moderaticm  dictate 
^oiud  be  done. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 


BBCREE8  RELATprG  TO  COMMERCE. 

The  SicMTAKT  or  Stats,  to  whom  the  Prendent  of 
the  United  States  referred  die  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Bepneentatives  of  December  24, 1793,  desuing  the 
■nbstanoa  of  all  sndi  laws,  decree^  or  ordinances, 
nspecting  vamamw  hi  ai^  of  tte  eoontriea  with 
which  the  United  States  have  cmnmemal  interconrse, 
as  hare  been  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
not  already  stated  to  tlu  House  in  his  iqiort  of  the 
16th  instant}  reports : 


That  he  has  bad  an  official  communicatioa  of  a 
Decree  rendered  by  the  National  Assembly  ef 
France  on  the  jiOth  day  of  March  last,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  translation : 

DECREE. 

Exempting  from  all  duties  the  gubtutenca  and 
other  objectg  of  sjmply  in  the  ColonieSj  relatxct- 
ly  to  the  United  States,  pronounced  tn  the  tit- 
ting  of  the  2eth  of  March,  1793,  2d  year  of  tlie 
Prench  RepiMic. 

The  National  Convention,  willing  to  preroit, 
by  precise  dispositiiHis,  the  difficulties  that  might 
arise  relatively  to  the  execution  of  its  decree  of 
the  19th  February  last,  concerning  the  Uailri 
States  of  America— to  {[rant  fevors  to  this  tDy- 
nation,  and  to  tmt  it,  m  its  commercial  i«- 
tions  with  the  Colonies  of  France,  in  the  suae 
manner  us  the  vessels  of  the  Repobiie — decree  u 
follows: 

Art.  1.  From  the  day  of  the  publication  of  the 
present  decree  in  the  French  American  CoVam, 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  of  the  burden  t< 
sixty  tons  at  the  least,  laden  only  with  meals 
subsistences,  as  well  as  the  objects  of  supply  to- 
nounced  in  article  2,  of  the  arrit  of  30th  Angmt 
1784,  as  also  lard,  butter,  salted  salmou,  and  eas- 
dles,  shall  be  admitted  in  the  ports  of  said  Co- 
lonies exempt  from  all  duties.  The  same  ex- 
emption shall  extend  to  the  French  -vessels  laden 
witD  the  same  articles,  and  comiug  from  a  foreiga 
pott. 

Abt.  2.  The  captains  of  vessels  of  the  United 
States^  who,  having  brought  into  the  Frd^ 
American  Colonies  the  objects  comfvised  in  tke 
above  article,  wish  to  return  to  the  territory 
the  said  States,  may  lade  in  the  said  ColoDles,  in- 
dependent of  sirujw,  rum,  uffias,  and  French  mer- 
chandises, a  quantity  of  coffee  equivalent  to  the 
one-fiftieu  of^the  tonnage  of  every  vessel,  as  sbo 
a  quantity  of  sugar  equu  to  the  one-tentb,  onctffl- 
formiog  to  the  following  articles : 

Art,  3.  Every  captain  of  an  American  vessel. 
who  wishes  to  make  returns  to  the  United  States 
of  cofi*ee  and  sugar  of  the  French  Colonies,  shaO 
make  it  appear  that  his  vessel  entered  tbereiB 
with  at  least  two-thirds  of  her  cargo,  according  lo 
article  1.  For  this  purpose,  he  shall  be  oblueil 
to  transmit,  within  twenty-four  hours  after  his 
arrival,  lo  the  custom-house  of  the  jJace  he  may 
land  at,  a  certificate  of  the  marine  agents,  esu- 
blishing  the  guage  of  his  vessel  and  the  efleeiin 
tonnage  of  her  cargo.  The  heads  of  the  said  v» 
tora-houses  ahall  assure  themselves  that  the 
portation  of  the  sugars  and  coffee  does  not  eieeeo 
the  proportim  fixed  by  the  second  article  of  tbe 
present  decree.  . 

Art.  4.  The  captains  of  vessels  of  the  UDiun 
States  of  America  shall  not  pay,  on  goiiu  friHn 
the  islands,  as  well  as  those  of  the  Republic,  bai 
a  duty  of  5  livres  per  quintal  of  indigo,  10  line 
per  thousand  weidat  of  cotton.  5  livres  per  thoo- 
sand  weight  of  coffee,  5  livres  per  thousand  weigtt 
of  brown  and  clayed  sugars,  and  60  sols  per  thoo- 
sand  weight  of  raw  sugar.  Every  other  meiehU' 
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Use  shall  be  exempt  jfroni'diitf  on  going  oat  of 
the  Colonies. 

Art.  5.  The  sngan  and  coffee  which  shall  be 
laden  shaH  pay  at  the  custom-houses  which  are 
established  in  the  colonies,  or  that  shall  be  esta- 
tilished,  in  addition  to  the  duties  above  fixed,  those 
imposed  by  the  law  of  19th  March,  1791,  on  the 
mgars  and  coffee  imported  from  the  said  Colo- 
lies  to  France,  and  conformably  to  the  same  law. 

Art.  &  The  captains  of  Tcssels  of  the  United 
■ttatesj  who  wish  to  lade  merchandises  of  the  said 
iUolonies,  for  the  ports  of  France,  shall  furnish  the 
sustom-hoase  at  tne  place  of  departure  with  the 
K>nds  required  of  the  masters  of  French  ressels 
ij  the  seeond  article  of  the  law  of  10th  July,  1791, 
o  secure  the  *inmi"g  of  these  merehanaises  in 
he  potts  of  the  Rqmuie. 

Abt.  7.  The  Teawb  of  the  nstions  with  whom 
:he  French  RepuUie  is  not  at  war  may  carry  to 
iie  French  American  Colonies  all  the  objects  de- 
til^oated  by  the  present  decree.  They  may  also 
mug,  into  the  ports  of  the  RepuUie  only,  ul  the 
sroductions  of  tne  said  Colonies,  on  the  condititms 
mnounced  in  the  said  decree,  as  well  as  that  of 
L^h  of  February. 

Copy  conformable  to  the  original. 

GENET. 

That  he  has  not  received  officially  any  copy  of 
.he  decree  said  to  have  been  rendered  by  the  same 
Assembly  on  the  27th  day  of  July  last,  subjecting 
he  vessels  of  the  United  States  laden  with  pro- 
visions to  be  carried,  against  their  will,  into  the 
lorts  of  France,  a^d  those  having  enemy  coods 
>n  board  to  have  such  goods  taken  out  as  legal 
prize. 

That  an  ordinance  has  been  passed  by  the  Qo- 
rernment  of  Spain,  on  the  9th  day  of  June  last, 
he  subbtance  of  which  has  been  officially  com- 
nunicated  to  him  in  the  following  words,  to  wit : 
EjTtraci  of  an  Ordinance  for  regulating  provi- 

eionaUy  the  commerce      LowMtana  and  the 

Fhridaa,  dated  the  9th  of  June,  1793. 

The  preamble  states  that  the  inhabitants  of 
liOuisiaQa,  being  deprived  of  their  commerce  with 
Trance,  (on  account  of  the  war,)  as  allowed  by 
he  ordinance  of  Jaouary,  1782,  &c.,  His  Majesty 
onsidering  that  they  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
i*loridas  cannot  subsist  without  the  means  of  dis- 
KHing  of  their  productions  and  (H* acquiring  those 
tecesBary  for  their  own  eOnsumptioD ;  for  that  pur- 
Kue,  and  to  increase  the  national  commerce—- 
he  coQunerce  of  those  prorinees  and  their  agri- 
ioltore — has  directed  the  following  articles  to  be 
irovisionally  ob^rved : 

The  inhabitants  of  the  above-mentioned  pro- 
inces  to  be  aUowed  to  commerce  freely  both  in 
Surope  and  America  with  all  friendly  nations 
rh(5  nave  treaties  of  commerce  with  Spain ;  New 
)rleans,  Pensacola,  and  St.  Augustine,  to  be  ports 
[>r  that  purpose.  No  exception  as  to  the  articles 
0  be  sent  or  to  be  received.  Every  vessel,  how- 
ver,  to  be  subjected  to  touch  at  Corcubion,  in 
3a.tlieia,  or  Alicant,  and  to  take  a  permit  there, 
richout  which,  the  entry  not  to  be  allowed  in  the 
lorts  abore  mentitmed. 


The  articles  of  this  commerce,  carried  on  thus 
directly  between  those  provinces  and  foreign  nsr- 
tioDs  to  pay  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent,  importft- 
tion  and  six  per  cent,  .exportation,  except  negroes, 
who  may  be  imported  free  of  duty.  The  produc- 
tions and  silver  exported  to  purchase  those  ne- 
groes to  pay  the  six  per  cent,  exportation  duty. 
The  exportation  of  silver  to  be  aUowed  for  this 
punrase  only. 

The  commerce  between  Spain  and  those  pro- 
vinces to  remain  free.  Spaniards  to  be  allowed 
to  observe  the  same  rules  and  to  fit  out  from  the 
same  ports  (in  vessels  wholly  beloagi^  to  them, 
without  connexion  with  foreigners')  for  those  pro- 
vinces as  tot  the  other  Spaniui  Coumies. 

To  remove  all  obstacles  to  this  eommeice,  all 
sorts  of  merchandise  destined  for  Louisiana  and 
the  Floridas  (even  those  whose  admissionjs  pro- 
hibited for  othet  fiexaes)  may  be  entered  in  the 
ports  of  Spain,  and,  in  Uke  manner,  tobacco  and 
all  other  jH-ohibited  arti^es  may  be  imported  into 
Spain  from  these  provinces,  to  be  re-exported  to 
foreign  countries. 

To  improve  this  commerce  and  encoorage  the 
agriculture  of  those  provinces,  the  importation  of 
foreign  rice  into  the  ports  of  Spain  is  prohibited, 
and  a  lite  preference  shall  be  given  to  the  other 
productions  of  these  provinces,  when  they  shall 
suffice  for  the  consumption  of  Spain. 

All  articles  exported  from  Spain  to  these  pro- 
vinces shall  be  free  of  duty  on  exportaticm,  and 
such  as  being  foreign,  shall  have  paid  duty  on  im- 
portation into  Spain,  shall  have  it  restored  to  ex- 
porters. 

These  foreign  articles,  thns  exported,  to  pay  a 
duty  of  three  per  cent,  on  entry  in  those  prorinees. 
Those  which  are  not  foreign  to  be  free  of  duty. 

The  artides  exported  from  those  provinces  to 
Spain  to  be  free  of  duty,  whether  consumed  in 
Spain  or  re-exported  to  foreign  countries. 

Those  Spanish  vessels  which,  having  gone  from 
Spain  to  those  provinces,  should  desire  to  bring 
back  productions  from  thence  directly  to  the  fo- 
reign ports  of  Europe,  may  do  it  on  paying  a  duty 
of  exportation  of  three  per  cent. 

All  vessels,  both  Spanish  and  foreign,  sailing  to 
those  provinces,  to  be  prohibited  from  touchingat 
any  other  port  in  His  Majesty's  American  Do- 
minions. 

No  vessel  to  be  fitted  out  from  New  Orleans, 
Pensacola,  or  St.  Augustine,  for  any  of  the  Spa- 
nish islands  or  other  Domimons  in  America,  ex- 
cept for  some  u^ent  cause,  in  which  case  only 
the  respective  Governors  to  give  a  permission,  but 
without  allowing  any  other  articles  to  be  embark- 
ed than  the  productions  of  those  provinces. 

All  foreign  vessels  purchased  by  His  Majesty*s 
subjects,  and  destined  for  this  commerce,  to  be  ex- 
empted from  those  duties  to  which  they  are  at 
present  subjected,  they  proving  that  they  are  ab- 
solute and  sole  proprietors  thereof. 

He  takes  this  occasion  to  note  an  act  of  the 
British  Parliament  of  the  28  GJeorge  HI,  chap.  6, 
which,  though  passed  before  the  epoch  to  which 
his  report  aforesaid  related,  had  escaped  hisre- 
'seaiehes.  The  efEect  of  it  was  to  conrert  the  pro- 
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clamations  regulating  our  direct  iotercourse  with 
their  West  ludian  is&nds  into  a  standii^  law,and 
so  far  to  remove  the  unfavorable  distinction  be- 
tween U6  and  foreign  nations,  staled  in  the  report, 
leaving  it,  howerer,  in  fuU'forceas  to  our  circuit- 
ous intercoDTse  with  the  same  islandsj  and  as  to 
our  gemeral  intercourse,  direct  and  circuitous,  with 
Great  Britain  and  all  her  other  Dominions. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Dkuhber  30, 1793. 


SPOLIATIONS  ON  COMMERCE. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

the  House  of  Bepresmtaiives : 
Tbfi  Secretary  of  Slate,  having  reported  to  me 
upon  the  several  complaints  which  have  been 
-  lodged  in  this  office  against  the  vexatioos  and 
spoliations  oo  our  commerce  since  the  commence^ 
ment  of  the  European  war,  I  transmit  to  you  a 
copy  of  his  statement,  together  with  the  docu- 
menta  upon  which  it  is  founded. 

GEORGE.  WASHINGTON. 
United  States.  March  5, 1794. 

Philadelphia,  March  2, 1794. 
8ih:  In  your  Message  to  both  Houses  of  Con- 

Sess,  OQ  the  5th  of  December,  1793,  you  inform 
em,  that The  vexations  and  spoliatioos  under- 
stood to  have  been  committed  on  our  vessels  and 
commerce  by  the  cruisers  and  officers  of  some  of 
the  belligerent  Powers,  appeared,  to  require  atten- 
tion: Tnat  the  proofs  of  these,  however,  not 
having  been  brought  forward,  the  description  of 
citizens,  supposed  to  have  suffered,  were  notified, 
that  on  furnishing  them  to  the  Executive,  due 
measures  would  he  taken  to  obtaia  redress  of  the 
nut,  and  more  effectual  provisions  against  the 
inturi^"  and  that  "  should  such  documents  be  fur- 
nished, proper  representations  will  be  made  there- 
mi,  with  a  just  reliance  on  a  redress  proportioned 
to  the  exigency  of  the  case." 

On  my  succession  to  the  Department  of  State, 
I  found  a  large  volume  of  complaints — which  the 
notification  had  collected — against  severities  on 
our  trade,  various  in  their  kind  and  degree.  Hav- 
ing  reason  to  presume,  as  the  fact  has  proved, 
that  every  day  would  increase  the  catalogue,  I 
have  waited  to  digest  the  ma^,  until  time  should 
have  been  allowed  for  exhibiting  the  diversified 
forms  in  which  our  commerce  has  hourly  suffered. 
Every  information  is  at  length  obtained  which 
may  be  expected. 

The  sensations  excited  by  the  embarrassments, 
dangeTi  and  even  ruin,  which  threaten  our  trade, 
cannot  be  better  expressed,  than  in  the  words  of 
the  committee  of  Philadelphia.  Aftorenumera^ 
ing  particolar  instances  ot  injury,  their  repre- 
sentation to  Qovernment  proceeds  thus:  "On 
Uiese  cases,  which  are  accompanied  by  the  legal 
moofs,  the  committee  think  it  unnecessary  to  en- 
lar^  as  the  inferences  will,  of  course,  occur  to 
he  Secretary;  but  they  beg  leave  to  be  permitted 


to  state  other  circumstances,  which,  thoo^  not 
in  legal  proof,  are,  either  of  such  public  noiotietf 
as  to  render  If^  proof  unneceaBary^wsovoaehri 
to  the  committee  as  to  leave  them  m  no  donbiof 
the  truth  of  tbem. 

"It  has  become  a  practice  for  many  <^  the  pii- 
vateers  of  the  belligerent  Powers  to  send  intopon 
all  American  vess^  they  meet  with,  bonod  km 
any  of  the  French  ports  in  the  West  litdiei  to 
the  United  States,  and  it  is  positively  asseiKd 
that  the  owners,  or  uoinc  of  them,  have  given  ni- 
eral  instructions  to  their  captains  to  that  e&ct 
And  though  many  of  those  vessels  have  bta 
afterwards  liberated,  yet  the  loss  by  pleader,  ^ 
tention  and  expense,  is  so  great  as  to  render  i 
ruinous  to  the  American  owner.  In  many  cm 
where  the  cargoes  have  been  valuable,  the  own- 
ers of  the  i)rivateers,  after  acquittal,  have  lodged 
appeals  which  they  never  intended  to  proKcOt, 
but  merely  with  a  view  of  getting  the  fnnfOXj 
into  their  hands  upon  a  raluatton  made  so  » 
fairly  as  to  insure  them  a  considerable  pr(£l,eni 
if  they  should  be  finally  made  liable. 

"  Fourteen  days  oaly  are  allowed  to  an  Anoi- 
can  owner  to  make  his  claim,  which  reitdm  ii 
impossible  for  him,  except  he  is  on  the  spo^  ui 
every  difficulty  which  a  combination  of  interested 
persons  can  devise,  is  thrown  in  the  way  to  pie 
vent  his  getting  security,  and  in  few  instances OD 
it  bedooe,  but  by  making  over  his  vessels  and  cu- 
go  to  the  securities,  and  thereby  subjecting  luo- 
self  to  the  heavy  additional  charge  of  commit' 
sioD,  insurance,  &c.  It  may  be  added,  thai  ibc 
most  barefaced  bribery  is  sometimes  practised  to 
prevail  on  unwary  boys,  or  those  who  know  lit- 
tle of  the  obligation  of  an  oath,  to  induce  them  to 
give  testimony  in  favor  of  the  captor?. 

"  Besides  the  cBse>  here  enumerated,  the  com- 
mittee have  information  of  a  namber  of  vesidf 
belonging  to  this  port  being  captured  and  eaim' 
into  different  ports;  but  as  the  legal  proofiuc 
not  comer  forward,  they  fori)ear  to  mentiOD  tlwa. 

"  It  is  proper,  however,  for  them  to  add,  ihn 
besides  the  loss  of  property  occasioned  by 
unjust  captures  and  detentions,  the  masters  tai 
crews  of  the  vessels  are  frequently  subjected  to 
insults  and  outrages  that  must  l>e  shoekiw  u 
Americans.  Of  wis,  the  case  of  Captain  Wil- 
lace  is  an  instance.  There  are  others  within  tbt 
knowledge  of  the  committee,  of  which  theyMlT 
wait  the  legal  proof,  to  lay  them  before  the  Been- 
tary. 

'*  To  this  last  list  of  grievances,  the  commitu* 
are  sorry  to  find  it  their  duty  to  add,  that  by  reuoi 
of  the  vexation,  loss,  and  outrages,  suffered  bytK 
merchants  of  the  United  States,  its  commei'' 
already  b^ns  to  languid,  and  its  producU  tf^ 
likely  to  be  lefl  upon  the  hands  or  those  w 
raise  them.  Prudent  men  doubt  the  pnmietpt 
hazarding  their  property^,  when  they  find  (■» 
the  strictest  conformity  with  the  Lawsof  NaiiM^ 
or  of  their  own  country,  will  not  |Nt>tect  at» 
from  the  rapacity  of  men  who  are  neither 
strained  by  the  principles  of  honor,  nor  hrbvi 
sufficiently  coercive  to  give  security  to  those  wW 
are  not  subjects  4^  the  same  Governmeat. 
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*'The  c(Hiuaittee  coaclude  this  representation 
with  an  assurance,  that  they  have  in  no  degree 
exaggerated  in  the  statement  they  have  made, 
uid  ibat  they  will  continue  to  communicate  all 
iuch  information  as  they  may  further  receive ;  of 
nrhicb  nature,  before  the  closing  of  this  report, 
they  are  sorry  to  add,  is  that  of  the  irruptions 
>f  the  Algerines  from  the  Mediterranean,  in  con- 
>e^uence  of  a  truce  concluded  with  that  Regency, 
it  ts  said,  by  the  British  Minister,  on  behalf  of 
Portugal  and  Holland.  This  alarming  event,  to 
EV-htcb  some  American  ships,  we  hear,  hare  aL> 
ready  beeome  yictims^  is  oi  so  distresang  a  na- 
ture, as  mast  soon  deprive  us  of  some  of  the  most 
Lucrative  branches  of  our  commerce,  if  not  spee- 
lily  checked  or  prevented.  The  immediate  rise 
t  has  produced  in  insurance,  and  the  fears  it  may 
Jistil  mto  our  seamen  and  commanders,  are  of  a 
lature  highly  deserving  the  serious  consideration 
)f  Government,  on  whose  protection  and  zeal  for 
iie  iotereEts,  commercial,  and  agricultural,  of  the 
:ountry,  the  committee  implicitly  rely." 

In  a  supplementary  letter,  the  committee  of 
Philadelphia  make  this  conclusion:  ''That  the 
;ases  which  they  recite,  and  others  less  formally 
innounced,  serve  to  show,  that  there  are  frequent 
Dstaaces  of  suppressien  of  papers,  registers,  &c., 
rerr  prejudiciaf  to  our  shipping  on  their  trials, 
ind  tu  iiguries  by  the  destrucaon  of  letters,  to 
he  general  correspondence  of  (he  country  with 
breign  aatifms." 

When  we  examine  the  documents  which  have 
»een  transmitted  from  different  parts  of  the 
Jnion^we  find  the  British,  the  French,  the  Spau- 
ards,  and  the  Dutch,  chaq;ed  with  attacks  upon 
»ur  commerce. 

It  is  urged  against  the  British, 

1.  That  their  privateers  plunder  the  American 
-essels,  throw  them  out  of  their  course,  by  forcing 
hem,  upon  groundless  suspicion,  into  ports  other 
han  those  to  which  they  were  destined;  detain 
hem,  even  af\er  the  hope  of  a  regular  confisca- 
ioD  is  abandoned ;  by  their  negligence,  while 
bey  hold  the  possession,  expose  the  cargoes  to 
amage  and  the  vessels  to  destruction,  and  mal- 
reat  their  crews.  « 

2.  That  British  ships-of-war  hare  forcibly 
Eiized  mariners  belonging  to  American  vessels, 
Dd  in  one  instance,  under  the  protection  of  a 
'ortuguese  fort. 

3.  That  by  British  regulations  and  practice, 
ur  corn  and  provisions  ate  driven  from  the  ports 
f  France,  and  restricted  to  the  ports  of  the  Bri- 
:sh,  or  those  of  their  friends. 

4.  That  our  vessels  are  not  permitted  to  go 
■cm  the  British  ports  in  the  Islands,  without 
iving  security  (which  is  not  attainable  but  with 
ifficulty  and  expense)  for  the  discharge  of  the 
argo,  in  some  otner  British  or  neutral  port. 

5.  That  without  the  imputation  of  a  contra- 
aad  trade  as  defined  by  the  Law  of  Nations,  our 
essels  are  captured  for  carrying  on  a  commer- 
lal  intercourse  with  the  FreDch  West  Indies; 
Lthouffh  it  is  toler^ed  by  the  laws  of  the  French 
;«pubUc,  and  that  for  this  extraordinary  conduct, 
a  otlier  exeose  ia  allied  than  that  by  some 


edict  of  a  King  of  France,  this  intercourse  was 

prohibited;  and 

6.  That  the  conduct  of  the  Admiralty  in  the 
British  Islands  is  impeachable  for  an  excess  of 
rigor,  and  a  departure  from  strict  Judicial  purity; 
and  the  expenses  of  an  appeal  to  England  too 
heavy  to  be  encountered  tmder  all  the  circnra- 
stances  of  discouragement. 

Against  the  French  it  is  urged, 

1.  That  their  privateers  luirass  our  trade  no 
less  than  those  of  the  British. 

2.  That  two  of  their  ships-of-war  have  commit- 
ted eDormities  on  our  vessels. 

3.  That  their  Courts  of  Admiralty  are  guilty 
of  equal  oppression. 

4.  That  besides  these  points  of  accusation, 
which  are  comiaun  to  the  French  and  British, 
the  former  have  infringed  the  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  them,  by  subjecting  to  seizure 
and  condemnation  our  vessels  trading  with  their 
enemies  in  merchandise,  which  that  treaty  de- 
clares not  to'be  contraband,  and  under  circum- 
stances not  forbidden  by  the  Law  of  Nations. 

5.  That  a  very  detrimental  embargo  has  been 
laid  upon  large  numbers  of  American  vesseb  in 
the  French  ports  ;*  and 

6.  That  a  contract  with  the  French  Ghivem- 
ment  for  coin  bas  been  discha^d  ia  depreciated 
assignats. 

■Against  the  Spaniards  the  outrages  of  priva- 
teers are  ur^red; 

And  a^inst  the  Dutch,  one  condemnation  in 
the  Admiralty  is  insisted  to  be  unwarrantable. 

Under  this  complication  of  mischief,  which 
persecutes  our  commerce,  I  beg  leave,  sir,  to  sub- 
mit to  your  consideration,  whether  representa- 
tions as  fiu-  as  facts  may  justify,  ought  not  to  be 
immediately  pressed  upon  the  foreign  Govern- 
ments, in  those  of  the  preceding  eases,  for  which 
they  are  responsible. 

Among  these,  I  class,  1.  The  violences  perpe- 
trated by  public  ships-of-war.  2.  Prohibitions,  or 
regulations  inconsistent  with  the  Laws  of  Nations. 
3.  The  improper  conduct  of  Courts.  4.  Infrac- 
tions of  Treaty.   5,  The  imposition  of  embar- 

foes;  and,  6.  The  breach  of  public  contracts, 
low  far  a  Government  is  liable  to  redress  the 
rapine  of  privateers,  depends  upon  the  peculiari- 
ties of  the  case.  It  is  incumbent  upon  it,  how- 
ever, to  keep  its  Courts  freely  open,  and  to  secure 
an  impartial  hearing  to  the  injured  applicimt. 
If  the  rules  prescribed  to  privateers  be  too  loose, 
and  opportunities  of  plunder  or  ill-treatment  be  ^ 
provoked  from  that  cause,  or  from  the  prospect  of 
impunity,  it  is  impossible  to  be  too  strenuous  in 
remonstrating  against  this  formidable  evil. 

Thus,  sir,  have  I  reduced  to  general  heads  the 
particular  complaints,  without  making  any  inqui- 
ry into  the  facts  beyond  the  allegations  of  the 
parties  interested. 

I  will  only  add,  that  your  Message  seenu  to 
promise  to  Congress  some  statement  upon  these 
subjects. 

•Tbera  is  rmmo  to  belisTe  U»»t  the  embwgo  wm  r«niowd 
December  tae^ud  the  detsuInD  compeoeMed  by  en  oraar  of  tti* 
ComittiUM  of  nblle  SsCb^  iB  Pnnee. 
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Jncreaie  of  DiUie». 


I  haTC  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  with  the  highest 
respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

EDMUND  RANDOLPH. 
The  Prb8I0£NT  of  tbb  United  States. 


incbease  of  DimES. 

.  FCommimicvtfld  to  die  Hotue  of  Itei»MRitatim, 
April  17,  1794.] 

Mr.  WiLUAx  SxiTB,  born  the  oommittee  appointed  to 
inqtare  wheflMor  taj  or  what  ftmher  revenues  are 
necearaiy  tea  the  mpport  of  the  pubUe  oredit,  uul  if 
further  rerenuee  are  necesaary,  to  report  the  ways 
and  means,  made  the  foUowii^  Report : 
That,  on  referriog  to  the  estimate  laid  before 
the  Legislature  by  Uie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
they  fiod  that  Uie  revenues  to  the  end  of  the  year 
are  estimated  to  produce     -  <6,618,584  19 

And  that,  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment, Military  EartaMishmcnt  and 
other  services  designated  by  law, 
]Wevious  to,  and  daring  th^  prefwnt 
sesiioii,  there  would  ne  wanting 
the  sum  of  $7,044,217  96 

And  that  further  sums  wilt  probably 
be  requisite,  for  which  provision 
ought  to  be  raade^  viz :  for  the 
addition  to  the  Military  Establish- 
ment, provisional  force,  and  ex- 
penses of  militia  -      -      -      -  $650,000  00 

That  the  estimated  product  of  the 
impost  being  made  at  a  time  when 
our  commerce  was  unembarrassed, 
and  DO  ioterruptioQ  of  it  contem- 
plated, the  committee  are  of  opin- 
ion that  a  deduction  shoula  be 
made  on  that  account,  of  $1,300,- 
000}  from  which  it  results,  that 
there  is  a  deficiency  of  funds  to 
answer  the  demands  of  the  present 
year,  of  $2,375  79;  but,  as  the 
sum  of  one  million,  provided  for 
foreign  intercourse,  is  directed  to 
be  borrowed,  if  wanting,  the  com- 
mittee have  deducted  that  sum, 
except  $160,000  for  the  interest 
arising  thereou,  which  leaves  the 
sum  to  he  provided .  -      -      -  $1,435,633  79 

To  nuae  which  sum,  the  eoranuttee  propose  that 
there  be  raieed,  by  additinul  impost  and  ton- 
nage  $392,500 

On  carriage^  wagons,  carta,  and  diays 

excepted        .....  150,000 

On  stamps   100,000 

On  sales  at  auction  -  100,000 
On  manufactured  tobacco  and  snuff  -  100,000 
On  loaf  and  Imnp  sugars  *     -     .  50,000 


On  licenses  for  retailing  wines  and  dis- 
tiUed  spirits  


By  direct  taxes  on  lands  - 


750jni 
$1,742^ 


Which  sums  exceed  the  eaitent  demud^ 
$306  866  21 ;  but  as  the  estimates  on  most  the 
articles  are  conjectnral,  and  without  snfficKK 
data  for  obtaining  a  correct  opinion  as  to  lite 
probable  amount,  the  committee  have  thm^it 
more  expedient  to  provide  for  a  surplus  than  safe 
the  revenue  to  prove  deficient ;  and.  in  coDfaniiv 
with  the  foregoing  estimates,  they  snlmit  the  » 
lowing  resolutions: 

Reaolved,  That,  from  and  after  the  dtfrf 

— —  next,  there  be  levied,  collected,  and  pu. 
upon  tbe  following  articles,  imported  into  ike 
Uiiited  States  in  ships  or  vessels  of  the  Umkd 
Stages,  with  an  addition  <^  one-tradi  per  eesLCK 
like  articln  impcnted  in  any  other  ships  at  veaeh 
the  several  duties  hereinafter  mentioned,  ov«« 
above  duties  now  paid,  to  be  levied,  c(dleeted,>il 
paid,  in  the  same  manner,  by  the  same  cfiem 
subject  to  the  same  penalties,  and  entitled  to  im- 
backs,  as  the  same  articles  are  now  subject  m 
entitled  to,  viz : 

On  boots,  per  pair,  twenty-five  cents. 

On  shoes  and  slippers,  for  men  and  w<HQen,airi 
on  clogs,  and  golo  shoes,  per  pair^  five  eeals. 

On  shoes  and  dippers  for  ehildroi,  per  jut. 
three  cents. 

On  millinery,  ready  made,  artificial  floweii 
feathers,  and  other  ornaments  for  women's  besd- 
dresses,  and  on  dolls,  dressed  and  undressed,  &pa 
cent,  ad  valorem. 

On  cast,  slit,  and  rolled  iron,  and  generally  « 
all  manufactures  of  iron,  steel,  tin,  pcfwter,co[pper. 
Inass,  or  of  which  either  of  those  metals  is  tht  a- 
tide  of  chief  value,  not  being  otherwise  putin- 
larly  enomeratedj  (htUBS  and  iron  wire,  loebi 
hinges,  hoes,  anvUs,  and  rices,  excepted,)  5  pa 
cent,  ad  valorem. 

On  carpetaiand  carpeting,  5  percent,  ad  vtlorM- 

On  leadier,  taimea  or  tawed,  and  generatlf  ul 
manufactures  of  leather,  or  of  which  leather  is  ^ 
article  of  chief  value,  not  otherwise  particnhiV 
enumerated,  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

On  medicinal  drugs,  except  those  cmmsnQ 
used  in  dying ;  on  mats  and  floor  cloths ;  od  hiB) 
caps,  and  bonnets,  of  every  sort,  for  woca«i;<* 
gloves,  mittens,  stockings,  fans,  buttons,  of  ert^ 
kind,  buckles,  (shoe  and  knee,)  5  per  eeot « 
valorem. 

On  sheathing  and  cartridge  paper ;  on  all  fof- 
ders.  pastes,  baUs,  balsams,  mntments,  oils,  vaten 
wasnes,  tinctures,  essences,  or  other  preptranv 
or  compositions,  commonly  called  sweet  scecuot 
odors,  perfumes,  or  cosmetics;  and  on  all  dno- 
frices,  powders  or  preparations,  for  the  teeth « 
gums,  5  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

On  gold,  silver,  or  plated  wares,  gold  and  silf*' 
lace,  jewelry,  and  paste  work,  clocks  and  wiK"* 
and  tne  parts  of  either,  5  per  ceoL  ad  valorem- 
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On  groeerm,  to  wit :  ciniuiinoi),  olores,  macet 
iimegs,  ginger,  aniseed,  carranta,  dates,  prunes, 
isins,  sugar-candy,  oranges,  lemons,  limes,  and 
nerally  all  fruits  and  comfits,  olivea,  capers, 
skies  of  everr  sort,  ml,  and  miutard  in  floor,  5 
r  cent,  ad  valorem. 

On  all  marble,  slate,  or  other  stone,  on  bricks, 
9S,  tables,  mortars,  and  other  stone,  uid  gene- 
ly  all  stone  'and  earthen  ware,  5  per  cent,  ad 
lorem. 

On  caUoet  wares,  and  all  mantifactares  of  wood, 
of  which  wood  is  the  material  of  chief  value,  5 
r  cent,  ad  valorem. 

On  cairiages,  and  parts  of  carriages,  4^  per 
lU 

On dlmannfactaresof  cotton  or  linen,  orof  mns- 
s  of  cotton  and  linen,  or  of  which  cotton  or  linen 
^  material  of  chief  value,  being  printed,  stain- 
or  edered,  3^  per  cent. 
Da  coffee,  per  pound,  1  cent. 
Dn  cocoa,  per  pound,  2  cents. 
Da  cheese,  per  pound,  3  cents. 
Ihi  salt,  per  bushel,  3  cents. 
Do  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United 
ites  employed  in  foreign  trade,  six  cents  per 
I. 

Dn  all  other  ships  or  vessels,  25  cents  per  ton. 

Resolved,  Thatj  after  the    day  rf   , 

jy  person  keeping  a  carriage,  for  the  cmiveying 

Krsons,  for  their  own  ase,  shall  notify  the  same 

some  office  which  may  be  designated  for  the 

jtoaa,  and  shall  pay,  annoally, 

yot  a  coach,  10  dollars. 

fot  a  chariot,  S  dollars. 

?'or  any  other  fo«r-wheeled  carriage,  6  dollars. 

!'or  a  chaise,  or  oth»  two-wheeled  carriage,  2 

lars. 

Vith  an  addition  of  one-fourth,  where  two  car- 
shall  be  kept  by  one  person;  of  one-third, 
ere  three  carriafi:es  shall  be  kept  by  one  person ; 
I  of  one-half,  where  more  than  three  carriages 
kept  by  the  same  person. 

^solved,  That  after  the  day  of  ,  there 

paid  the  following  stamp  duties : 

jctters  patent,  2  dollars. 

Exemplification  thereof,  1  dollar. 

jieenses  or  certificates  of  admission  of  solicit- 

attorneys,  clerks,  advocates,  ivoctors,  and  odier 

sen  of  Courts,  6  dollars. 

Ixem]dificatUMi  under  the  seals  of  Courts,  50 

ts. 

affidavits  and  affirmations,  except  those  before 

officers  of  the  public  revenue,  those  relative  to 

s  pending  in  Courts,  to  be  used  therein,  and 

le  relative  to  criminal  proceedings,  10  cents. 

keeds^  except  those  otherwise  particularly 

id,  25  cents. 

Iharter  parties,  1  dollar. 

tottomry  and  respondentia  bonds,  1  d(dlar. 

Lpprentices*  indentures,  15  cents. 

Certificates  of  debentures  for  drawbacks,  30 

ts. 

tills  of  lading  coastwise,  except  for  vessels  go- 
from  one  district  to  iiuither  within  the  same 
te,  10  cents, 
to.  fweign,  SO  cents. 


hivetttories  of  the  efltets  of  deceased  persons,  or 
for  any  other  purpose  prescribed  by  law,exeept  in 
cases  of  goodd  distrained,  or  in  comfdiance  of  any 
agreement  between  two  or  more  persons,  10  cents. 

Bonds  for  the  security  of  money,  when  the  sum 
is  above  fifty,  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dol- 
lars; ^  cents. 

Above  one  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  25  cents. 

Above  five  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  30  cents. 

Above  one  thousand  dollars,  40  cents. 

Receipts  for  Iwacies,  or  shares  of  personal 
estate,  in  cases  of  intestates,  where  the  sum  is 
above  fifty,  and  not  excMding  me  hundred  dol- 
lars,  25  cents. 

More  than  que  hundred,  and  not  e][eeeding  five 
htmdred  ddkrs,  50  cents. 

For  every  Ibrther  sum  above  five  hundred  dc^ 
lam,  1  dollar. 

[Not  to  extend  to  wives,  ohiUren,  or  grand' 
children.] 

Notarial  acts,  25  cents. 

Letters  of  attorney,  25  cents. 

Policies  of  insurance,  from  one  district  to  ano- 
ther in  the  United  States,  20  cents. 

To  and  from  the  United  States  to  any  fbreign 
country,  for  any  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
dollars,  25  cents. 

For  every  fbrther  sum  more  than  five  hundred 
dollars,  25  cents. 

For  every  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  or  up- 
wards, 1  dollar. 

Probates  of  wills,  and  letters  of  administration, 
50  cents. 

Retalvedf  That,  after  the  day  of   ^ 

there  shall  be  paid  on  all  sales  at  anctioD,  except 
in  cases  of  property  sold  upon  execution,  or  by 
virtue  of  distresses  for  rent  or  tax,  or  in  conse- 
quence of  bankruptcies,  and  legal  insolvencies,  or 
where  there  have  been  general  assignments  for 
the  benefit  of  creditors,  or  in  cases  where  ships 
aod  goods  have  been  stranded  or  wrecked,  or  in 
cases  of  sale  by  executors  or  administrators,  or  of 
produce  sold  upon  the  land  where  it  is  produced, 
at  the  rate  of  1  per  cent. 

Resolved,  That,  after  the  —  day  of  ,  there 

shall  be  paid  upon  all  tobacco  manufactured  in 
the  United  States,  4  cents  per  pound. 

On  idl  mn^  8  cents  pet  pound. 

That  every  manufactiuer  of  tobacco  of  snuff, 
shall,  on  or  before  the  —  day  of  ^— ,  make  en- 
try with  the  officer  of  inspecticm  of  the  £«triot  in 
which  he  resides,ofthe  house  or  building  in  which 
the  manufactory  is  carried  on,  and  shall  enter  into 
bond,  with  sufficient  surety,  to  render  a  faithful 
accoQnt,  every  three  months,  of  the  quantity  of 
tobacco  or  snuff  s^  or  sent  out,  within  that 
period. 

That,  previous  to  taking  in  any  tobacco  for  the 
'  purpose  of  beifig  maau&ctured,  he  shall  notify  the 
same  to  the  o^e  of  inspection,  and  shall  kee]^  a 
book  in  which  shall  be  entered  daily  the  quantity 
of  tobacco  or  snuff  sold  or  seut  out  in  each  day. 

jReaolved,  That  there  be  laid  an  additional  duty 
of  four  cents  per  potmd  upon  all  tobacco,  eight 
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Balances  due  to  and  from  the  eeveral  States— Public  Debt. 


cents  per  pootid  on  all  snuff,  and  two  cents  per 
pound  on  all  refined  sugar  imported  into  the  United 
States,  after  the  day  or  . 

jResolved,  That,  after  the  dajr  of  ,  there 

be  paid  on  all  sugars  refined  within  the  United 
States,  2  cents  per  pound. 

BeKilvedj  Tlut,  after  the — dajr  of  ,  every 

person  selling  distilled  spirits,  or  wines,  for  con- 
anmption  out  of  their  own  dwellinffs,  distilled 
spirits  in  less  quantity  than  twenty  gallons,  wines 
in  less  quantity  than  thirty  gallons,  except  in  the 
original  cask  or  package  in  which  they  were  im- 
ported, shall  take  oat  licenses  to  authorize  the  sale 
of  such  distilled  spirits  and  wines,  and  shall  pay, 
annually,  for  a  license  to  sell  all  foreign  distuled 
spirits,  5  dollars. 

For  a  license  to  sell  all  wines,  6  dollars. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  be  raised  bv  direct  lax,  for 
the  year  1794,  to  be  apportloaed  among  the  States, 
agreeably  to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  Consti- 
tution. 


I. 


APPROPBIATIONS. 

Appropriatiras  for  the  wpport  of 
Government  - 
S.  Do.  for  War  Department,  tnclad- 
iog  fortifications     -      -  - 

3.  Interest  on  Public  Debt 

4.  Frigates  -      -      -  - 

5.  Appropriations  for  foreign  inter- 

course - 

6.  Arsenals,  &c.  - 

7.  Addition  to  the  Military  Esta- 

Uishment,  - 


$521,447  S4 

1,629,936  01 
2,849,194  73 
700,000  00 

1,000,000  00 
343,640  00 

650,000  00 


$7,694^17  98 


WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

L  Surplus  of  revenue 

for  1793    -      -  $1,118,584  19 

2.  Probableprodnetof 

impost  tor  1794  -   3,300,000  DO 

3.  Da  excise   -      -     400,000  00 

4.  Probable  surpluses 

of  appropriations 
out  of  the  reve- 
nues of  1793     -     500,000  00 


5,318,584  19 


$2,375,633  79 


BALANCES  DUB  TO  AND  PROM  THE  SE- 
VERAL 8TATE& 

[Cmiinunicatad  to  Congress,  December  4,  1793.] 
Onica  or  na  ComttasiosaBs  or  Accodittb, 
Pbiubblphia,  June  89,  1793. 
The  CommiMiMun  qppouted  to  execute  Ae  several 
•Aof  Congiflas,  to  iwovide  mora  efiectoally  for  the 
wttlement  of  the  bccoudu  between  die  United  Statn 
•nd  the  iadiTidaa]  Staten,  report : 
That  they  have  maturely  considered  the  claims 
of  the  several  States  against  the  United  States, 


and  the  charges  of  the  United  States  aguM  tk 

individual  States. 

That  they  have  gone  through  the  proecsi  pn- 
scribed  in  the  5th  section  of  the  act  of  Congn» 
passed  the  5th  day  of  Auffa8Ll790,  (the  pwtiw 
lars  whereof  will  be  found  in  Book  A,  lodged  wi& 
the  papers  of  this  office  in  the  Trcasorf  Oejuii- 
ment.)  and  find  that  there  is  due,  inelnung  iain- 
est,  to  the  31st  day  of  December,  1789,  to  tk 
State  of— 

Ne^  Hampshire  -  $75/156 
Massachusetts  -  1,248;801 
Rhode  Island  -  -  -  .  299^U 
Connecticut  -  618l11!1 
New  Jersey  ...  -  49,6% 
South  Carolina  -  1,20&!97B 
Georgia     -      -      -      -      -  19,968 

And  that  there  is  due,  including  interest,  to  tk 
31st  day  of  December,  1789,  from  the  Sutec^- 
New  York       ...      -  $2,07i»S 
Pennsylvania    -  TfijOM 
Delaware         ....  612^ 
Maryland        .      .     ■_      -     151^  . 

Virginia  10(^ 

North  Carolina  ....  501^ 
Which  several  sums  they,  by  virtue  of  tiKtt 

thority  to  them  ddegated,  decuue  tobelhrfinl 

and  conclusive  balances  due  to  and  from  ibex- 

veral  States. 

WM.  IRVINE, 
JOHN  KEAN, 
WOODBURY  LANGDOS. 
I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  cf  tk 

original. 

BW.  DANDRIDGE, 
aecretary  to  the  Prtndent  of  the  U.  SHHa. 


PUBLIC  DEBT. 

[Communicated  to  the  House  of  Represenlatinii 
December  15,  1794.] 

Mr.  W1LLI1.M  Smith,  from  the  Committee  sjpp^ 
to  prepare  and  report  a  plan  for  the  redemptisBtf^ 
Public  Debt,  made  the  following  Rqiort: 

That,  from  the  documents  accompuying  ^ 
report,  marked  A  and  B,  it  appears  that  tkes^ 
plus  01  the  existing  revenues  beyond  the  pnte* 
expenditures  for  the  year  1795  and  to  thesucw^ 
ing  ^ears,  will  enable  the  Legislature  tocomiMM'' 
during  the  year  1795,  and  to  continue,  thereafit 
the  payment  of  that  portion  of  the  Public  IMj 
whicn  the  Government  haa  by  law  taenti  ■ 
riffbt  to  redeem. 

The  committee  therefore,  submit  the  foUowaf 
resolution : 

Be§<d»ed.  That therebeapproprialed,oHli/^ 
revenues  «  the  year  1795,  a  sum  not  exeeid^ 
six  hundred  thousand  doUais,  to  be  applisd  ttv 
payment  of  two  dollars  on  every  bnuoreddoW| 
of  the  amount  of  that  part  of  the  PoUk 
which  bears  an  actual  interest  of  six  per  cestui*' 
said  payment  to  be  made  on  the  dsy  of" 

The  committee  ftirther  rqiort,  that  it  wmUi  ■ 
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heir  opioioD.  be  expedient  to  appropriate,  tunlil  the 
rear  1801,  all  the  rerenoes  ansmg  from  the  duties 
Lnd  taxes  on  manu&ctured  sugar  and  soaff,  on 
iceoses  for  retailiag  wines  and  spirituous  liquors, 
>D  sales  at  auction,  and  on  carri^es,  to  the  pay- 
ment of  so  much  of  the  Public  Debt  as  the  Go- 
rernment  shall  annually  have  a  right  to  redeem, 
ind  for  that  purpose  to  prolong  the  duration  of 
he  said  duties  and  taxes  to  the  year  1801.  They 
berefore  recommend  the  following  resolution : 

Reaolved,  That  the  several  clauses  of  limitation 
D  the  acts  for  laying  duties  and  taxes  on  manu- 
actured  sugar  and  snufi^  on  licenses  for  retailing 
rines  and  spirituous  liquors,  on  sales  at  auction, 
nd  on  carriages,  be  repealed }  that  the  said  sereral 
cts  be  continued  in  force  nntil  the  year  1801^  and 
ikat  the  moneys  arising  therefrom  be  appropnated 
a  the  discharge  of  that  portion  of  the  Public  Debt 
rhich  is  redeemable  by  law — subject,  however,  to 

substitution  of  other  duties  or  taxes  of  equal 
alue,  to  all  or  any  of  the  said  duties  and  taxes. 


The  following  re«olution8,  as  connected  with 
this  subject,  are  also  submitted  by  the  committee : 
.  Buotvedy  That  the  eighth  sectioti  of  the  act  of 
last  session,  laying  additional  duties  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  be  repealed  3  and  that  the 
duration  of  the  said  act  be  made  commensurate 
with  the  act  for  layins  such  duties,  passed  10th  of 
August,  1790,  entitled  "An  act  making  further 
provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States." 

Resolted.  That  the  surplus  of  revenue  which 
may  hereafter  exist,  after  satisfying  all  legal  ap- 
propriatioDs,  ought  to  be  annually  appropriated  to 
the  purchase  of  the  Public  Debt. 

The  prospect  of  an  approaching  peace  with  the 
Indian  tribes  having  suggested  to  tne  committee 
the  propriety  of  resortins  to  the  Western  lands, 
as  an  auxiliary  resource  Tor  the  discharge  of  the 
Public  Debt,  tney  recommend  the  fotlowmg  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  provision  be  made  for  the  sale 
of  Uie  public  lands  in  the  Western  Territory. 


UruoHsfied  charges  upon  the  Revenue  at  the  close  of  1793. 


balance  of  unsatisfied  appropriations  at  the  end  of  the  year  1793,  ex- 


clusive of  the  balance  of  the  Foreign  Fund  at  that  time 


iVom  which  is  deducted  balance  of  the  Interest  Fund,  then  remaiuiug 
unexpended,  in  purchases  of  the  Domestic  Debt       .        -  - 

To  balance  remaining  unexpended  of  the  proceeds  of  Foreign  Loans, 
transferred  to  the  United  States  -         -         -  - 


ta lance,  being  surplus  of  revenues  beyond  the  apfvopriations  stated  at 
the  Treasury,  to  the  end  of  the  year  1793  - 

Vnexpmdtdjvend*  alt  the  dose  q^l793. 

lalanee  in  the  Treasury  <m  December  31, 1793  -        -        .  . 
tmouDt  to  be  accounted  for  on  December  31, 1793,  by  the  collectors  - 
which  is  added  amount  of  warrants,  passed  to  their  credit  in  die  year 
1793,  which  are  not  stated  in  the  Treasurer's  account,  till  the  year  1794 


*rom  which  is  deducted  amount  of  warrants  included  in  the  Treasurer's 
accounts  for  the  year  1793,  and  not  passed  to  the  credit  of  collectors, 
tiU  the  year  1794  ■      -        -        -  - 

.mount  for  which  Supervisors  were  accountable  on  December  31, 1793 
'o  which  is  added  amount  of  warrants  credited  to  them  in  the  year 
1793,  not  stated  in  the  Treasurer's  accounts,  till  the  year  1794 

rom  -whieh  is  deducted  amount  of  waniints  included  in  the  Treasurer's 
accounts  for  the  year  1793,  paid  Supervises  whose  accounts  have  not 
been  adjusted  -------- 


-  t2,378,888  30 


31,649  33 


5,350,161  66 
45,886  94 
5,206,038  60 

170,032  48 
281.456  37 
1,804  04 
283,260  41 

71,010  60 


$2,347;332  97 
1,257,603  58 
3,604,736  56 
2,487,181  07 

6,091.917  6a 

753,661  69 


A. 

ESTIHAf  BO  CHAR0B8  UPON  THE  REVENUE  FOR  TBB  TEAR  1794. 


Appropriationi  for  the  service  of  the  year  1794,  viz : 
y  the  act  ofMarch  14, 1794,  for  the  suf^rt  of  Qovemment  - 
or  expenses  of  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  under  the  first  section 
of  this  act,  payable  out  of  any  unappropriated  moneys.   The  whole 
•um  appprapnated  U.  1,000,000  doUan,  (tf  whieh  the  domestic  revenue 


$521,447  84 


5,126,006  12 


212,240  81 
6,091.917  68 
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will  probably  be  adeqaate  to  the  reimbuTsemeot  of  200,000,  borrowed 
in  the  United  States  under  this  act,  and  which  sum  is,  therefore,  sta- 
ted as  an  appropriation  -  200,000  00 
For  expenses  of  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  in  virtue  of  the  act  of 
,  Julrl,  1790,  further  continued  by  this  act      -  40,000  00 

March  21,  for  Military  Establishment   1,629,936  01 

March  27,  for  tfae  pay  and  emoluments  of  Major  General  Lafayette     -  24,424  00 

April  2,  for  erecting  and  repairing  Arsenals       -         _         -         -  421,865  00 

April  5,  for  placing  buoys  off  the  oarbor  of  New  London         -         -  2,500  00 

May  19,  for  erecting  a  light-house  on  the  island  of  Seguin       -         -  5,300  00 

June  5,  for  certain  expenses  of  Commissioners  of  Loans         -        -  15,000  00 

June  9,  for  various  purposes       -  i;392,137  38 

August  4, 1790,  interest  on  the  Domestic  and  Assumed  Debts  for  the 
year  1794,  including  an  estimate  for  oubtanding  balances  not  entitled 

to  a  dividend    -  2,480,^  78 

Interest  on  Foreign  Debt  for  1794,  as  estimated  -        -        -        -  683,733  50 

Interest  on  temporary  Domestic  Loans  for  the  year  1794,  payable  out 
of  the  revenue,  viz:  on  sums  remaining  due  at  different  periods— of 
400.000  dollars  received  on  account  of  the  Loan  of  523,000  dollars, 
authorized  by  the  act  of  May  2, 1792— 
On  400,000  dollars  to  June  30, 1794       ...      $20,000  00 
On  300,000  dollars  from  July  1  to  December  31  -        -        7,500  00 

On  sums  remaining^  due  at  different  periods : 

Of  800,000  dollars  received  on  the  Loan  of  that  amouat, 
authorized  by  the  act  of  February  28, 1793,  on  800,000 
dollars  to  December  31, 1793  -  18,333  33 

On  40^000  dollars  from  Januuy  1  to  January  31, 1794; 
on  800,000  dollars  from  February  1  to  June  1^  1794, 
when  the  Loan  was  discha^ed         ...        6,361  11 

On  sums  due  at  different  periods  of  the  Loan  of  IfiOOjOOO 

dollars,  authorized  by  the  act  of  March  27, 1794; 
On  800,000  dollars  to  June  30,  1794  ... 
On  1,000,000  dollars  from  Julv  1  to  October  1  - 
On  600,000  dollars  from  October  1  to  December  31 


$4,152,009  6 


3,161^  K 


27,500  00 


7,500  00 
12,500  00 
7,600  00 

On  the  Loan  of  2,000.000  dollars  for  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  which,  by  the  act  of  June  4, 1794,  is  payable  out  of  the  divi- 
dends credited  as  revenue,  and  contra,  computed  to  June  30, 1794,  the 
time  of  the  last  dividend  - 

On  1,000,000  dcdlars  received  on  a  Loan  of  that  amount, 
authorized  by  the  act  of  June  9, 1794,  on  200,000  d<4- 
lars  from  September  1  to  September  30, 1794  •         -         $833  38 

On  100,000  doUus  ftom  October  1  to  December  31      -       12,500  00 

Eistimate  to  cover  the  interest  which  may  accrue  in  the  year  1794,  in  case 
the  sum  of  1,000,000  dollars  should  lie  borrowed  for  the  expenaetf  of 
intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  under  the  authority  p.ym  by  the  act 
of  March  20, 1794,  for  tliat  purpose,  which  interest  i»  cfaar;g^  upon 
the  domestic  revenue  by  the  act  of  June  9i  1704,  say  •     ,  - 


23,6M  44 

27,500  00 
247,973  00 

13,333  33 

20,000  00 


Daluce,  being  estimated  surplus  of  revenue  to  the  close  of  the  year  179^  above  ^e 
sppropriaiions  charged  thereon 


848,425  SB 
$8,519,088  « 


BSTIHATID  UVIHOB  OF  TBI  TUB  1794. 


Balanee  stated  on  December  31, 1793,  as  surplus  of  rerenne  btjrtwd  tfae  a^ropriations 


charged  at  die  Treasoiy,  to  said  poriod 


-$2^,1«<" 
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Proceeds  of  daties  on  imports  and  tomwM  during  the  year  1791,  exclusive  of  dnnrbaeks 

paid,  and  payable,  therefrom   6,250,000  00 

Proceeds  of  duties  on  distilled  spirits,  on  snuff,  sugar,  carriages,  goods  sold  at  auction, 

licenses,  estimated  at--------         -  450,000  00 

Receipts  to  September  30, 1794,  viz : 
3n  account  of  balances  arisinc  on  accounts  under  the  late  Qoremment        $693  50 

PoBtage    -        -        -  18,978  49 

C^ts  and  half  cents       -   8,383  00 

Patents    -  -  39000 

3iTidends  on  Bank  stock  of  the  United  States  to  Jane  30, 1794  -        •     303,472  00 

  331,916  99 

«8,519,098  06 

B.   

ESTIMATEO  CHARGES  DPON  THE  BBTBMtJE  FOB  THB  Y8AB  1795. 

Appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year  1796,  made  and  to  be  made,  viz : 
3y  the  act  of  March  20, 1794,  for  expenses  of  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  in  Tirtue 

of  the  act  of  July  1, 1790,  further  continued  bv  this  act       -         -         -         -  $40,000  00 

j'or  the  Civil  Lists,  as  stated  by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  -  435,249  53 

^or  miscellaneous  purposes,  ditto  -  32,004  13 
Toi  expenses  of  Commissioners  of  Loans,  for  clerk-hire  and  stationery,  in  case  the  same 

shall  be  authorized  by  law  -  15,000  00 

?or  interest  on  the  Domestic  and  Assumed  Debts,  and  on  credit  to  several  Stata     -  2,395,741  74 

.^or  interest  on  the  Foreign  Debt  during  the  year  1795  -----  702,861  00 
9'or  interest  on  temporary  Domestic  Loans  during  the  year  1795,  esdiMited  at  3,000,000^ 

at  five  per  cent,  per  annum   100,000  00 

Ei*or  the  MtUtary  Establishment  during  the  year  1795,  including  six  months'  pay  and 

subsistence  of^ the  Nary,  and  expenses  of  the  militia  expedition  in  1794     -        •  2,940,655  74 


Jalance,  being  estimated  surplus  of  revenue  to  the  cloae  o£  thtf  year  1795 


6,661,512  14 
510,913  24 

$7,172,485  38 


Note. — The  snrplusses  of  certain  appropriations,  after  satisfying  the  objects  for  which  they  were 
oade.  may  be  considered  as  an  additional  fund.  The  amount  cannot  be  ascertained  at  present,  but 
nay  be  safely  calculated  at  two  hundred  thousand  dtdlars. 


B0T1MATEO  REVENDB  OF  THE  TEAR  1795. 

estimated  surplus  of  revenue  at  the  close  <tf  the  year  1794,  above  the  appropriations 
ehaiged  thereon  -------- 

Estimated  product  of  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  for  the  year  1795,  on  a  suppo- 
sition that  the  additional  duties  imposed  during  the  last  session  of  Congress  will 

produce  500,000  dollars  -  5,500,000  00 

istimated  product  of  inland  duties  for  the  year  1795,  on  distilled  spirits,  and  on  stills, 
which,  considering  the  impediments  attending  the  importation  of  molasses  and  coarse 
sugars,  and  the  high  price  of  grain  at  present,  are  calculated  at       -    $400,000  00 

)n  carriages   150,000  00 

)n  sales  at  auction         -  40,000  00 

)n  reaned  sugars  and  snuff        -   90.000  00 

>n  licenses  for  retailing  f<»eign  spirits  and  wines         -  100,000  00 

  780,000  00 

estimated  surplus  of  the  Bank  dividend,  on  stock  held  by  the  United  States,  above  the 
sum  which  will  be  due  for  interest  on  the  Lout  for  said  stock        ...      50,000  00 

$7,172^  38 
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PUBUC  CREDIT. 

TsBAaDRT  Departheht,  January  16, 1795. 

Sir  :  t  heg  leave,  through  you,  to  inform  the 
Senate,  that.  pursuaDt  to  the  2a  section  of  the  act 
establishing' the  Treasury  Department,  which  ex- 
pressly mates  it  the  duty  of  tne  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  "  to  digest  and  prepare  plans  for  the  im- 
provement and  management  of  the  revenue  and 
for  the  support  of  Public  Credit,"  I  have  digested 
and  prepared  a  plan,  on  the  basis  of  the  actual  re- 
Tenues^  for  the  farther  support  of  Public  Credit, 
which  IS  ready  for  communication  to  th'e  Senate. 

This  plan  embraces  a  further  provision  for  the 
Subscribed  Debt;  a  provision  for  converting,  with 
the  consent  of  the  creditors,  thie  Foreign  into  the 
Domestic  Debt ;  a  provision  for  augmenting  the 
Sinking  Fund,  so  as  to  render  it  commea<snrate 
with  the  entire  Debt  of  the  United  States ;  sug- 
gestions for  giving  effect  to  the  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, granting  a  millioa  of  dollars  for  the  purposes 
foreign  intercourse ;  with  some  auxihary  pro- 
positions. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 
Secretary  of  the  TVeasury. 
To  the  Vice  PREsinENT  o^  the  United  States 
and  President  of  the  Senate. 


Tkbasdrt  Department,  Janmary  ^  1795. 
"Sir  ;  Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  Senate,  I 
have  the  honw  to  transmit  the  plan  for  the  sup- 
port of  Public  Credit,  annoancea  in  my  Letter  of 
the  16th  instant,  tc^ther  with  sundry  statements 
connected  with  it;  and  to  be  your  most  obedient 
servant  A.  HAMILTON. 

To  the  Vice  President  (f  the  United  Statee 
a/ad  President  y  the  Senate. 

The  Secretarv  of  the  Treasury  respectfully  makes 
the  following  Report  to  the  Senate : 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  with  that 
provident  concern  for  the  public  welfare  which 
characterizes  all  his  conduct,  was  pleased,  in  his 
Speech  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  at  the 
opening  of  the  present  session,  to  invite  their  at- 
tention to  the  adoption  of  a  definitive  plan  for  the 
redemption  of  the  Public  Debt,  and  to  the  con- , 
summation  of  whatsoever  may  remain  unfinished 
0-  our  system  of  Public  Credit,  in  order  to  place 
that  Creditj  as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  on 
grounds  which  cannot  bedi$turbed,aDd  to  prevent 
that  pn^essive  accumulation  of  Debt,  which 
,  must  ultimately  eadao{i;er  all  Ghnrernment 

It  was,  at  the  same  time,  very  unjustly  intima- 
ted, that  the  period  which  has  elapsed  since  the 
eoininenceoient  our  fiscal' measures,  (now  more 
than  fmiT  years,)  has  so  for  developed  our  re- 
sources, as  to  open  the  way  to  the  important 
work.  And  it  is  matter  of  solid  consolation  that 
the  result,  presenting  a  state  of  our  finances,  pros- 
perous beyond  expectation,  solicits  the  public  coun- 
cils to  enter,  with  zeal  and  decision,  upon  mea- 


sures commensurate  with  the  greateess  of  tkeii- 

terests  to  be  promoted. 

Under  the  influence  of  this  conviction,  in  e<a- 
formity  with  the  suggestions  of  the  Piesideovui 
pursuant  to  the  duty  which  the  eonstitutioQ  of  tkt 
Department,  as  by  law  established,  eajoios  opn 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  he  has  em^d 
himself  in  digesting  and  preparing  the  matemii 
of  a  plan  for  the  attainment  of  the  invahuUt 
ends  which  are  tecMomended.  And  he  now  r- 
spectfully  submits  them  to  the  consideratioii  cf 
Congress. 

Towards  a  clear  and  distinct  conception  of  iht 
means  necessary  to  the  accomplishment  of  thest 
ends,  it  will  be  useful,  in  the  first  pl&ce,  to  reriei 
what  has  been  heretofore  done.  ThiswillbefK- 
sented  under  three  heads: 

I.  The  revenues  which  have  been  established; 

II.  The  provisions  for  funding  the  Debt,uid  ki 
the  payment  of  interest  upon  it ; 

III.  The  pfovisioDS  for  reimbursing  and  estli- 
guishing  the  Debt. 

I.  The  revenues  i^hich  haye  been  establisbH 
appear  in  the  following  facts: 

1st.  "  An  act  for  laying  a  duty  on  goods,  wits 
and  merchandises,  imported  into  the  Valid 
States."  passed  June  the  1st,  1789.  This  aci,a 
its  title  imports,  lays  various  specific  and  ad  ma- 
rem  rates  on  all  articles  (with  exception  of  i  fn 
useful  to  i^ricnlture  and  manufactures)  impwud 
from  foreign  countries.  The  lowest  ad  vuorcm 
rate  is  5  per  cent.,  with  a  di^ount  of  10  percm 
in  favor  of  our  own  bottoms.  The  duratim  as- 
signed these  duties  was  the  end  of  the  session 
Congress  next  succeeding  the  1st  day  of  Jnt 
1796. 

2d.  "An  actimposing  dutieii  on  tonnage,*' pan' 
July  20,  1789. 

This  act  lays  various  rates  of  duty  on  the  un- 
nage  of  ships  and  vessels  entered  in  the  UsiuJ 
States  from  foreign  countries,  and,  in  cenia 
cases,  in  one  part  of  the  United  States  to  aooiber. 

It  duration  was  indefinite,  no  limit  having  bco 
assigned. 

3a.  An  act  imposing  duties  on  the  tonaiget' 
ships  and  vessds,"  passed  July  20,  1790. 

This  act  is  a  substitute  for  the  one  last  mo- 
tioned, preserving  the  same  rates  of  duty,  butip- 
plying  them,  in  some  instances,  difiTerently.  im- 
like  the  former,  of  indefinite  duration. 

4th.  "  An  act  making  further  providcHi  foi 
payment  of  the  Debts  of  the  United  Sola 
passed  August  10,  1790. 

This  act  repeals,  after  the  last  of  DeceraW 
1790,  the  duties  on  imported  articles,  laid  b; 
act  above  cited,  and  substitutes  new  and  gennsGl 
increased  rates,  specific  and  ad  valomn. 

The  lowest  ad  valorem  rate  in  this,  »s  ia^ 
former  act,  is  five  percent.;  but  the  numbei<^ 
articles  to  which  it  applies  ts  much  narrovol 
and,  instead  of  a  discount  in  favor  of  our  on 
bottoms,  an  addition  of  10  per  cenu  is  made  n 
the  disadvantage  of  foreign  bottoms. 

The  number  of  free  arti^es  is  somewhai 
tended,  in  further  encouragement  of  agricQh>^ 
and  manufactures. 
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It  is  declared  that  the  duties  laid  by  this  act 
shall  continue  till  the  Debts  and  purpose  for 
Hrhieh  th^  are  appropriated  shall  be  satisfied  j 
reserring,  howerei,  a  rtght  to  Congress  to  substi- 
tute other  duties  or  taxes  of  equal  value. 

5th.  '*  Ail  act  to  incorporate  the  subseribera  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  passed  the  35th 
February,  1791. 

The  second  section  of  this  act  authorizes  the 
President  to  cause  a  subscription  to  be  made  to 
±e  stock  of  the  Bank,  on  account  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  amount  of  $2,000,000 ;  and,  with  a 
triew  to  the  accomplishment  of  that  object,  to 
sorrow  of  the  Bank  $2,000,000,  to  be  reitnbursed 
ilk  ten  equal  yearly  instalments. 

The  difference  between  the  interest  payable  on 
ihe  Loan  and  the  dividend  on  the  stoc^  consti- 
nttes  an  item  of  annual  income  to  the  United 
States.   It  is  unappropriated. 

6th.  "An  act  repeuing.  after  the  last  dajr  pf 
Tune  next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid  upon  distilled 
(virits  imported  from  abroad,  and  laying  others  in 
:neir  stead;  and,  also,  upon  spirits distiUed  within 
iie  United  States,  and  for  appropriating  the 
nme,"  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1791. 

Thiit  act,  in  conformity  with  its  title,  repeals, 
hfter  June,  1791,  the  duties  c-n  imported  spirits, 
aid  by  the  -act  of  the  lOth  of  August,  1790,  and 
^tablishes,  la  lieu  of  them,  higher  rates,  namely^ 
rom  20  to  40  cents  per  gallon,  according  to  proof. 
;t  also  lays  duties,  to  commence  at  the  same  time, 
ipon  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States; 
lamety,  on  those  from  foreign  materials  from  11 
o  30  cents,  according  to  proof;  on  those  from  do- 
uestic  materials,  if  distuled  in  cities,  towns,  or 
tillages,  from  9  to  25  cents  per  gallon,  according 
:o  proof;  if  distilled  in  other  l^aces,  it  imposes  a 
rearly  rate  of  60  cents  per  gallon  of  the  capacity 
Kf  each  stiU,  with  an  option  to  the  distiUei  to 
teep  and  render  an  account  of  the  produce  of  his 
till,  and  to  pay  9  cents  per  gallon  of  the  quantity 
if  ^irits  distilwd  therein.^ 

l^ese  duties  are  appropmted,  primarily,  in  the 
ame  manner  and  to  the  same  purposes  as  those 
aid  on  imported  articles  by  the  act  of  the  10th  of 
Vugust,  1790,  and  are  to  continue  for  the  same 
tme,  with  the  like  reservation  of  a  right  to  sub- 
.titute  other  duties  or  taxes  of  equal  vuue.  There 
s  a  further  appropriation,  which  will  be  noticed 
icreafter. 

7th.  '*  An  act  for  raising  a  farther  sum  of  money 
or  the  protection  of  the  frontiers,  and  for  other 
mrposes  therein  mentioned,"  passed  May  3, 1792. 

This  act  repeals,  after  June,  1792^  the  former 
lutteson  a  number  of  imported  articles,  and  e:^ 
ablishes  higher  duties  in  their  stead. 

It  extends,  among  other  things,  the  duties  on 
breign  distilled  spirits,  laying  on  those  made  (rom 
rrain  28  to  50  cents  per  gallon ;  on  others  25  to 
16  cents  per  gallon.  The  appropriation  and  dura- 
ion  of  these  new  duties  are  conformable  and  co- 
ixtensive  with  those  repealed.  There  is,  likewise, 
in  addition  of  2i  per  cent  to  that  class  of  duties 
.d  valorem,  which  before  was  rated  at  5  per  cent., 
tut  this  adilitioaal  duty  is  limited  to  the  term  of 
two  years. 

3d  Coil^43 


Out  of  die  surplus  of  these  duties,  after  sttfis- 
fying  the  permanent  appropriations,  certain  grots 
sums  are  appropriated  for  the  sorrice  (rf*  the  War 
Department. 

8th.  An  act  conooming  the  duties  on  spirits 
distilled  within  the  United  States,"  patted  May 
8, 1792. 

This  act  repeals,  after  the  last  day  of  Jane, 
1792,  the  former  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within 
the  United  States  and  on  stills,  and,  instead  <^ 
them,  establishes  lower  duties,  namely,  on  those 
made  of  foreign  materials,  from  10  to  25.cent8 
per  gallon,  according  to  proof;  on  those  made  of 
domestic  materials,  if  in  cities,  towns,  or  villages, 
or  at  distilleries,  where  the  stills,  singly  or  to- 
gether, are  of  the  capacity  of  400  gallons  or  up- 
wards, from  7  to  18  cents  per  gallon  of  the  spirits 
distilled,  according  to  the  proof;  if  made  in  other 
places,  or  at  distilleries  where  the  stills  are  of  ia" 
ferior  capacity,  the  yearly  rate  of  54  cents  per  gal- 
lon of  the  capacity  of  each  still.  A  new  option 
is  given  to  the  distiller,  which  is,  instead  of  pay- 
ing the  yearly  rate,  to  take  out  licenses  for  the 
monthly  employment  of  his  stills,  paying  each 
time  10  cents  per  gallon  of  the  capacity  m  each 
still. 

These  new  duties  are  appropriated  in  the  same 
manner}  and  for  the  same  purposes,  and  are  to 
continue  (or  the  same  time,  as  those  for  whidi 
they  are  substitutes ;  and,  to  make  good  any  defi- 
ciency which  may  accrue  from  lowering  the  rates, 
the  surplus  q(  the  duties  imposed  by  the  act  of  the 
2d  of  the  same  month  is  appropriated. 

"  An  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  Useful  Arts, 
and  to  repeal  the  act  heretofore  made  for  that  pur- 
pose "  passed  February  21,  1793. 

Tnis  act  ordains  certain  fees  to  be  paid  by  per> 
sons  to  whom  patents  are  granted  for  inTenticm^ 
fUseoreries,  or  improvements,  and  appro^riatet 
them  to  the  purpose  of  defraying  clerk-hire  in 
the  Department  of  State.  Its  duration  is  inde- 
finite. 

9th.  "An  act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  within  the  United  States,"  passed 
May  8, 1794. 

This  act  establishes,  to  commence  on  the  1st  of 
June  following,  various  rates  of  postage  on  letters, 
and  directs  that  the  Postmaster  shall  render  to  the 
Treasury  Department  a  quarterly  account  of  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures,  and  shall  pay,  quarterly, 
into  the  Treasury,  the  balance  in  his  hands. 

The  duration  of  this  act  is  also  Indefinite.  It 
contains  no  appropriation  of  the  sums  paid  into 
the  Treasury. 

10th.  "  An  act  laying  duties  upon  carriages  for 
the  conveyance  of  persons,"  passed  June  5, 1794. 

This  act  lays  different  rates  of  duty,  from  $10 
down  to  $1,  upon  carriages  for  the  conveyance 
persons,  kept  ny  or  for  any  person,  for  his  or  her 
own  use,  or  to  be  let  to  hire,  or  for  the  conrey- 
ing  of  passengers ;  and,  to  guard  against  misap- 
prehension, declares,  that  the  duties  shall  not  be 
construed  to  extend  to  any  carriage  usually  and 
chiefly  employed  in  husbandry,  or  for  the  truu- 
porting  or  carrying  of  goods,  wares,  merehandiae, 
produce,  or  cfwunodities. 
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The  duration  of  the  duties  is  limited  to  the  end 
of  the  session  of  Coagnss  which  shall  be  next 
after  the  term  of  two  ^ears  from  the  time  of  pass- 
ing the  act.   It  contams  no  appropriation. 

11th.  "An  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  for  sell- 
ing wines  and  foreign  distilled  spirituous  liquors 
by  retail,"  passed  June  5, 1794. 

This  act  requires  that  every  retail  dealer  in 
wines  shall  take  out  a  yearly  license,  and  shall 

Say  for  it  a  duty  of  fo;  and  that  erery  retail 
ealer  in  foreign  distilled  spirituous  liquors  shall 
also  take  out  a  yearly  license,  and  pay  for  it  a  duty 
of  $5.  It  defines  a  retail  dealer  in  wines  to  be  a 
person  who  deals  in  the  selling  of  whies,  to  be 
carried  or  sent  out  of  the  house,  building,,  or  place 
of  his  or  her  dwelling,  in  less  quantities  at  one 
time  than  thirty  gallons,  except  in  the  original 
cask,  ease,  box,  or  package,  in  which  it  is  import- 
ed.  A  retail  dealer  of  spirituous  lij^uors  to  oe  a 

Serson  who  shall  deal  m  the  selling  of  foreign 
btilled  spirituous  liquors,  to  be  carried  or  sent 
out  of  the  house,  building,  or  place  of  his  or  her 
dwelling,  in  less  quantities  than  twenty  gallons  at 
one  time.  No  difference  is  made  between  the 
dealer  in  several  kinds  of  wines,  or  several  kinds 
of  foreign  distilled  liquors,  and  the  dealer  in  one 
kind. 

The  same  duration  is  assigned  to  this  act  as  to 
the  one  last  cited.  It  is  equally  without  an  ap- 
propriation. 

12th.  "  An  act  laying  certain  duties  upon  muff 
and  refined  sugar,"  passed  June  5, 1794. 

This  act  lays  a  duty  of  8  cents j>er  pound  on  all 
sBuff.  which,  after  the  30th  of  September,  1794, 
should  be  manufactured  within  the  United  States, 
and  of  3  cents  per  pound  on  all  sugar  which,  after 
that  day,  should  be  refined  within  the  United 
States.  The  remark  made  upon  the  two  last  re- 
•cited  acts  is  applicable  to  this,  as  to  the  duration 
of  the  duties,  and  the  apivopriatioa  of  their 
proceeds. 

13tb.  "An  act  laying  additional  duties  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandises,  imported  into  the  United 
States,**  passed  June  7, 1794. 

This  act  lays  upon  sundry  enumerated  articles, 
on  their  importation  from  foreign  countries,  cer- 
tain specific  and  ad  valorem  rates  of  duty,  in  ad- 
dition to  those  before  charged  upon  them,  and 
adds  generally  a  duty  of  two  and  a  half  per  cen- 
tum oa  all  that  class  of  articles  which  were  b^ore 
chargeaUe  with  seven  and  a  half  per  centmn  ad 
valorem.  It  aim  prolongs  the  temporary  two  and 
a  half  per  centum,  laidby  the  act  of  May  2, 1792, 
till  the  1st  of  January,  1797,  to  which  period  the 
other  duties  laid  by  it  are  to  continue.  It  con- 
tains no  appropriation. 

14.  "An  act  laying  duties  on  property  sold  at 
auction,"  passed  June  9,  1794. 

This  act  lays  a  duty  on  sales  at  auction,  by  per- 
sons licensed  according  to  the  laws  of  a  State  or 
this  act.  prohibiting  others  from  selling  at  auction, 
of  one  quarter  per  cent,  of  the  purchase  money 
arising  from  the  sale  of  any  right,  interest,  or  es- 
tate, in  lands,  tenement*,  or  hereditaments,  uten- 
sils in  husbandry,  farming  stock,  or  ships  and  ves- 
sels, of  one  half  per  cent,  of  the  purclutae  money 


arising  from  the  sales  of  any  other  goods,  duuds, 
rights,  or  credits. 

The  term  of  these  duties  is  limited  to  the  od 
of  the  session  next  after  the  expiration  oftm 
years  from  the  time  of  passing  the  act,  which  ibo 
is  without  an  appropriatiop. 

But  by  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  making appn- 
priations  for  certain  purposes  therein  expressai' 
passed  the  same  9th  of  June,  1794,  certain  specif 
sums,  amounting  together  to  $1,292,137  38.  m 
charged  upon  the  proceeds  of  the  revenues  miei 
are  created  by  the  five  last  mentioned  acts,  aid 
there  is  a  reservation  made  out  of  them  of  a  um 
sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  of  whatever  moptp 
may  be  borrowed  pursuant  to  the  act,  eatidu 
"  An  act  making  nirther  prori^ott  for  the  a- 
penses  attending  the  intercourse  of  the  Uniiri 
States  with  foreign  nations,"  &e.,  passed  the  3M 
of  March,  1794,  which  sum  is  pledged  for  tbepT- 
ment  of  that  interest. 

These  acts  comprehend  all  the  current  revensD 
of  the  United  States.  Their  product  will  a^ 
hereafter. 

In  addition  to  them  a  fund  will  be  derived  from 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Western  To- 
ritory.  And  there  likewise  occur,  from  timt 
to  time,  payments  into  the  Treasury  on  «■ 
count  of  old  debts;  but  these  are  too  casual  ancl  d 
too  little  magnitude  to  be  more  than  enrsoi^ 
menti<med. 

The  lands  in  the  Western  Territory,  of  irtun 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  acqoiid 
ttie  right  of  soil,  are  estimated,  in  a  report «  the 
late  Secretary  of  State,  to  amount  to  21,00(^000 
of  acres.  This  quantity,  at  20  cents  per  acre,  ^ 
price  upon  former  occasions  contemplated,  woou 
yield  a  sum  of  $4,200,000.  But  it  is  believed  dm 
it  would  be  unsafe  to  count  upon  so  la^  a  sm 
Besides,  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  proportion  Thui 
may  be  of  a  saleable  quality^  and  as  to  the  pHct 
which  may  be  obtained  for  it,  the  boundary  line 
between  the  United  S(ates  and  the  Indians  ts  ns- 
derstood  to  be  unsettled  with  regard  to  a  Ur^ 
part  of  the  tract  on  which  the  corapntation  ^ 
made.  If  it  ultimately  yields  $3,000,000,  it  will 
probably  equal  every  reasonable  expectation. 

II.  The  provisions  for  funding  the  Debt,  asdnt 
pavment  of  interest  npoa  it,  are  comi^ised  ii  ik 
following  acts: 

1st.  "  An  act  making  provision  for  the  Ddta 
the  United  States,"  pused  August  i,  1790. 

Thu  act,  commonly  called  the  Funding  Act 
contains  tiiese  sereral  proTisions,  riz : 

1.  It  reserves  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  dnM* 
on  imports  and  tonnage,  for  the  support  of  w 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  their  co» 
mon  defence,  the  yearly  sum  of  $600,000. 

2.  It  appropriates  so  much  of  the  sameiffoeeetti 
as  should  he  necessary  to  the  payment  of  intwo' 
on  Foreign  Loans,  before  that  time  contracted, 
which  should  afterwards  be  contracted,  for  d^ 
charging  the  arrears  of  intere^  and  the  principw 
of  antecedent  Foreign  Loans,  to  continoe  so  if- 
propriated  till  the  Debt  created  by  those  Lo» 
should  be  fully  discharged. 

3.  It  authorizes  the  President  to  ieimrtXf 
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sum  or  sums,  not  exceeding  $13,000,000,  to  dis- 
charge the  arrears  of  interest  upon  and  the  instal- 
ments of  the  principal  of  the  Foreign  Debt,. due 
and  to  grow  due ;  and  if  to  be  effected  on  advan- 
tageous terms,  to  psy  off  the  whole  of  that  Debt ; 
ind  further  authorizes  him  to  make  such  other 
:oatrBcts  respecting  it  as  should  be  found  for  the 
interest  of  the  United  States,  so  that  uo  ensage- 
nent  or  contract  should  preclude  from  reiminu»- 
Dg  the  sum  borrowed  within  fifteen  yean  afiter 
iiey  shouU  be  borrowed. 

4.  Id  order  to  adapt  the  form  of  the  Domestic 
Debt  to  the  then  circumstances  of  the  United 
States,  as  &r  as  should  be  found  practicable, 
'consistently  with  good  iaith  and  the  rights  of 
:reditors,"  which  it  truly  declares,  "couB  only 
>e  done  by  a  voluntary  Loan  on  their  part,"  it 
iroposes  a  Loan  to  the  United  States,  (directing, 
or  that  purpose,  books  for  subscriptions  to  be 
tpened  at  toe  Treasury,  aad  by  Commissioners 
>f  Loans  in  the  several  States,  on  the  1st  of  Oc- 
ober,  1790,  and  to  continue  for  a  year,)  the  sums 
ubscribed  to  the  Loan  to  be  paid  in  certain  enu- 
aerated  evidences  of  the  Debt  of  the  United 
States  upon  these  terms,  viz : 

/Vr*f.  That  the  interest  unpaid  on  the  principal 
>f  those  eTtdenees  should  be  computed  up  to  the 
B8t  of  December,  1790. 

Second.  That,  for  any  sum  subscribed  and  paid 
a  the  principal  of  the  Debt,  the  subscriber  should 
«  entitled  to  one  certificate  for  a  sum  equal  to 
wo-thirds  of  the  sum  subscribed,  bearing  an  in- 
erest  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  uummeuuiog  the 
St  day  of  January,  1791,  payable  quarter-yearly, 
od  subject  to  redemption  by  payments  not  ex- 
eediag,  in  one  year,  on  account  of  both  principal 
nd  interest,  $8  upon  a  hundred  of  the  original 
am  so  subscribed  and  paid;  and  to  another  certi- 
cate  for  a  sum  equal  to  the  remaining  third  of 
lat  sum,  which,  after  the  year  1800,  should  bear 

like  interest,  payable  in  like  manner,  and  sub- 
set to  a  like  rate  of  redemption ;  but  that  the 
fnited  States,  though  having  a  right  to  redeem 
I  the  abovementioned  proportion,  should  not  be 
bliffed  to  do  it. 

TlUTd.  That  for  any  sum  subscribed  and  paid 
1  the  interest  of  the  Debt,  the  subscriber  should 
s  entitled  to  a  certificate  for  a  sum  equal  to  the 
im  subscribed,  bearing  an  interest  of  3  per  cent 
:r  annum,  from  the  said  last  day  of  December, 
r90,  payable  quarter-yearly,  and  redeemable  at 
easure,  by  payment  of  the  principal. 

fourth.  That  the  new  stock  created  by  the  said 
oaa  should  be  transferable  on  the  books  upon 
hich  the  credit  for  it  should  stand  by  the  pro- 
■ietor  or  his  attorney ;  these  books  to  be  either 
lose  kept  for  the  purpose  at  the  Treasury,  or  by 
le  Commissioners  of  Loans  in  the  respective 
tates;  a  mode  beii^  provided  for  the  transfer 
om  the  books  at  one  puoe  to  those  at  another. 

Fifth.  That  the  interest  shauld  be  payable 
heresoever  the  credit  for  the  stock  should  exist, 
hen  the  payment  of  the  interest  should  become 
le  ;  except  that  the  dividend  of  interest  for  any 
larter  of^  a  year  which  should  not  be  demanded 
ifore  the  expiration  of  a  third  quarter,  should 


afterwards  be  demandable  only  at  the  Tre«p 

sury. 

Sixth.  That,  for  the  regular  payment  of  the  in- 
terest on  the  several  kinds  of  stock  to  arise  from 
the  Loan,  as  it  should  accrue,  including  thafwhich 
is  deferr^j  the  proceeds  of  the  public  revenues, 
which,  before  that  time,  had  been,  or,  during  the 
then  session,  should  be  Qrovided,  after  reserving, 
yearly,  $600,000^  for  the  support  of  the  Oorern^ 
ment  of  the  United  States,  and  their  common  de- 
fence, and  such  sum  as  snotild  be  necessary  for 
payment  of  interest  on  the  Foreign  Loans  before 
mentioned  should  b&  and  thereby  were,  pledged 
and  appropriated  till  the  final  redemption  of  the 
capital  stock. 

di.  Premising  that  some  of  the  creditors  of  the 
United  States  might  not  think  fit  to  become  sub- 
scribers to  the  Loan,  this  act  declares  that  '.'no- 
thing contained  in  it  should  be  construed  in  any 
wise  to  atter,  abridge,  or  impair  the  rights  of  those 
creditors  of  the  United  States  who  should  not  sub- 
scribe to  the  Loan  or  the  contracts  upon  which 
their  respective  claims  are  founded,  but  that  the 
said  contracts  and  rights  should  remain  in  fuU 
force  and  virtue."  And  to  obviate  alt  idea  of  com- 
pulsion on  the  creditors  to  subscribe,  it  allows  to 
Don-sabscribers,  duriiig  the  pendency  of  the*  Loan, 
and  until  the  end  of  the  year  1791,  a  rate  per  cen- 
tuiii,  on  their  respective  demands,  equal  to  that 
which  is  paid  to  sutiscribing  creditors;  on  the  sole 
condition,  that  the  evidences  of  Debt  hotden  by 
them,  except  those  which  had  been  issued  by  tlie 
Register  ol  ihe  Treasury,  for  the  registered  Debt, 
should  be  exchanged  for  other  certificates,  spe- 
cifying the  spccii;  amount  of  those  in  exchange, 
for  which  they  were  given,  and  otherwise  of  the 
like  tenor  with  those  which  had  therefore  been 
issued  by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  for  the 
registered  Debt;  statiiWi  as  the  grounds  of  this 
condition,  that  some  of  the  certificates  then  in 
circulation,  had  not  been  liquidated  to  specie  va- 
lue ;  that  most  of  them  were  greatly  subject  to 
counterfeit;  that  counterfeits  had  actually  taken 
place  in  numerous  instances;  and  that  embarrass- 
ment and  imposition  might  attend  the  paymoit  of 
interest  on  these  certificates  in  their  then  form. 

6.  This  act  likewise  proposes  another  Loan,  to 
the  amount  of  $21,500,000,  payable  in  the  princi- 
pal and  interest,  indiscriminately,  of  the  evidences 
of  Debt  of  the  respective  States,  according  to  cer- 
tain quotas,  to  be  conducted  in  the  same  manner, 
and  to  be  open  for  the  sam&time,  as  that  in  the 
Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  States.  The  terms 
of  this  Loan  to  be : 

First. — That,  for  any  sum  subscribed,  the  buIh 
scriber  should  be  entitled  to  one  certificate,  for  a 
sum  equal  to  four-ninths  of  the  subscribed  sum^ 
bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum, 
commencing  the  1st  day  of  January,  1791.  To 
another  certificate,  for  a  sum  equal  to  two-ninths 
of  the  said  subscribed  sum,  bearing  an  interest, 
af^er  the  year  1800,  of  six  per  centum  per  annum ; 
and,  to  a  third  certificate,  for  a  sum  equal  to  tfarefr- 
ninths  of  the  said  subscnbed  sum,  bearing  an  in- 
terest of  three  per  centum  per  annum,  commencing 
on  the  same  first  day  of  January,  1791 :  the  inte- 
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rest,  in  each  case,  to  be  payable  in  like  maDDer, 
and  to  be  subject  to  the  like  redemption  as  that  on 
die  correspoodent  kinds  of  stock  to  be  created  bv 
this,  the  said  first-mentioned  Loan.  And  the  stock 
to  be  created  by  this  second  Loan,  to  be  transfer- 
able on  the  same  principles,  and  in  the  same  modes, 
u  that  produced  by  the  former. 

iSecomi.— That,  Ibr  the  regular  payment  of  in- 
terest on  the  several  kinds  of  stock  to  arise  from 
Ais  Loan,  as  it  should  stcerae,  iDcludine  that  wbieh 
U  deferred,  the  proceeds  of  the  pubnc  revenues, 
irhich,  before  that  time,  had  been,  or  during  the 
then  session  should  be,  provided,  after  reserving 
the  aforesaid  yearly  sum  of  $600,000  the  sum  ne- 
cessary for  payment  of  interest  on  the  Foreign 
LfOaus  made,  and  to  be  made,  and  the  sum  neces- 
sary for  payment  of  interest  on  the  Loan  in  the 
Domestic  Debt,  should  be,  and  thereby  were, 
pledged  and  appropriated ;  to  continue  so  pledged 
and  appropriated  until  the  &nal  redemption  of  the 
capital  stock. 

7.  To  secure  the  due  application  of  these  re- 
Ycnues,  according  to  the  appropriations,  an  account 
of  them  is  directed  to  be  kept,  distinct  from  that 
at  the  proceeds  of  any  other  revenues,  except  such 
Mi  should  be  raised  to  make  good  a  deficiency  in 
those ;  and  the  faith  of  the  United  States  is  pledged 
to  appropriate  additional  and  permaneot  fiinds,  for 
satisfying  such  deficiency. 

8.  The  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  lands  in  the 
Western  Territory,  then  belonging,  or  which  there- 
after should  belong,  to  the  United  States,  are 
^edged  and  appropriated  for  the  discharge  of  the 
Debts  which  tne  United  States  then  owed,  or  by 
virtue  of  that  act  should  owe. 

There  are  several  collateral  and  supplementary 
provisions,  which  are  omitted,  as  immaterial  to 
the  intended  view  of  the  subject. 

2d.  "  An  act  repealing,  after  the  last  day  of  June 
next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid  upon  distilled  spi- 
rits, &c^^  passed  the  3d  of  March.  1791. 

The  proceeds  of  the  duties,  laid  by  this  act,  are 
made  subject  to  the  same  appropriations,  and  in 
the  same  order  of  priority,  ab  those  contained  in 
the  Funding  Act ;  and,  to  secure  their  due  applica- 
tion, an  account  is  directed  to  be  kept  of  them,  dis- 
tinct from  thatof  any  other  revenues,  except  those 
appropriated  by  the  rundinc  Act. 

3d.  "  An  act  for  raising  a  further  sum  of  money 
for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers,  &c-"  passed 
May  2, 1792.  t~ 

This  act,  which,  as  has  been  before  noticed,  in- 
creased permanently  the  duties  on  certain  import- 
ed articles,  and  laid  a  temporary  additional  duty 
on  some  others,  appropriates,  primarily,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  permanent  augmentations, in  the  same 
manner,  and  to  the  same  purposes,  as  the  ante- 
cedent duties  were  appropriated ;  that  is,  in  con- 
formity with  the  Fundiug  Act. 

4th.  "  An  act  eoncemmg  the  duties  on  spirits 
distilled  within  the  United  States,"  passed  May 
&  1799. 

This  actj  which  lowers  the  duties  on  spirits  di.--- 
tilled  within  the  United  States,  and  od  stills,  ap- 
propriates  the  proceeds  of  the  reduced  duties  in 
the  same  manner  as  were  the  former  duties;  and, 


to  make  good  whatever  deficiency  might  be  octt- 
sioned  by  the  reduction  of  the  rates,  ^edge^ui 
substitute,  the  surplus  of  the  augmented  daticslul 
by  the  last  cited  act. 

5th.  Ad  act  providing  for  the  payment  At 
second  instalment  due  on  a  Loan  made  of  tk 
Bank  of  the  United  States,"  passed  June  i.  1791 

This  act,  in  addition  to  a  provision  for  piyiv 
that  second  instalment,  appopriates  somoebcii 
the  dividends  on  the  sUick  which  the  United  Stato 
hold  in  the  Bank,  as  should  be  necessary  to  tk 
payment  of  interest  on  the  capital  of  a  l/and 
t2,000,000,  had  of  the  Bank,  pursuant  to  the  lid 
section  of  the  act  by  which  it  is  incorporated.  It 
also  fixes  the  last  day  of  December,  in  each  yat; 
as  the  annual  period  for  the  payment  of  the  ik- 
cessive  instalments  of  that  Loan. 

6th.  "  An  act  making  provision  for  the  pig- 
ment of  the  interest  on  the  balances  due  tocemin 
States,  upon  a  final  settlement  of  accounts  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  individual  StaiEi' 
passed  May  30,  1794. 

This  act  directs  that  interest  shall  he  aUowri 
and  computed  on  the  balances  to  creditor  SttUs. 
from  the  last  of  December,  1789,  to  the  lastoTDt- 
cember^  1794;  which,  being  |daced  to  theircredit 
respectively,  shall  bear  aii  interest  o*"  ihref  |H 
centum  per  annum,  from  the  period  last  mo- 
tioned. 

It  further  directs  that  the  interests  mi  the  pHn- 
cipal  balances,  to  be  funded  agreeably  to  the  terms 
of  the  act  for  the  settlement  of  accounts.  logeiber 
with  the  interest  upon  the  arrears  of  interest, cob- 
puted  on  those  balances,  and  forming  a  oewMp- 
tal,  shall  be  payable  at  the  ofiBces  of  the  ComiDe- 
sioners  of  Loans,  within  the  States  to  whieh  tb 
tffllances  arc  respectively  due,  and  shall  be 
quarter  yearly,  after  the  last  day  of  Deconket. 
1794,  at  the  same  epochs  in  each  year,  ttwfcid 
interest  is  payable,  on  the  other  parts  of  theFi^ 
ed  Debt:  to  which  end,  so  mucn  of  the  procrnt 
of  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  as 
necessary,  and  as  were  not  otherwise  previmw 
appropriated,  are  appropriated;  and  the  ftiikrf 
the  United  States  is  pledged  to  provide  for  nT 
deficiency  which  may  happen  by  additioml  w 
permanent  funds. 

There  are  several  acts  which  prolong,  from  li* 
totirae,  the  subscriptions  in  the  Eromesiic  and  StUt 
Debts,  on  the  same  terms  as  by  the  FHadin^Aft 
those  in  the  Domestic  Debtbemg  CMtinued 
to  the  last  day  of  December,  1794;  which  acts,  to- 
gether with  the  acts  particularly  cited,  compr* 
all  those  that  relate  to  the  funding  of  the  Pow 
Debt,  and  the  payment  of  interest  thereupon.  TV 
result  of  these  acts  is  exhibited  in  the  table*  A-R 
C,  and  D,  whieli  show  the  amount  of  the  Fore* 
Debt;  that  of  the  Funded  Debt,  the  Fo^m 
amount  of  that  ^ieh  remains  anfnDd«l,  of 
composed,  and  the  annual  amount  of  interest  npo 
the  difierent  portions  of  Debt,  according  to"'' 
tract,  and  according  to  the  plan  of  this  report 

in.  The  provisions  for  reirabursingand  r«fe** 
ing  the  Public  Debt,  are  contained  in  thefbllcw- 
ing  acts,  and  are  as  follows,  viz:  , 

1st  *<  An  act  making  provision  for  the  DeM*" 
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the  United  States."  passed  die  4th  of  AugDst, 

1790. 

This  act,  which  is  the  one  that  regulates  the 
fuudiog  of  the  Debt,  by  the  last  section  appropri- 
ates the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  in  the 
Western  Territory,  then  bdonging,  or  thereafter 
to  belong,  to  the  United  States,  to  the  sinking  or 
liscbarffing  of  the  Debts  for  which  the  United 
States  tnen  were,  or  by  virtue  of  that  act  should 
le,  hcMen,  to  be  applied  solely  to  that  use,  until 
;bey  should  be  fUll^  satisfied. 

3d.  "  An  act  making  provision  for  the  reduction 
if  the  Public  Debt^"  passed  Aujpist  13, 1790. 

This  act,  preoiismg  that  it  u  desirable,  by  all 
iKt  and  proper  means,  to  efifecl  a  reduction  of  the 
Public  Debt,  and  that  the  application  of  the  sur- 
>lus  revenue  to  that  object,  will  not  only  contri- 
Hite  to  this  desirable  end,  but  will  be  beneficial  to 
be  creditors  of  the  United  States,  by  raising  the 
nice  of  their  stock,  and  be  productive  of  consider- 
ible  saving  to  the  United  States,  enacts — 

1.  Tliat  the  surplus  of  the  duties  on  imports 
lod  tonnage,  to  the  end  of  th«  year  1790,  shall  be 
kpplied  to  the  purchase  of  the  Debt  of  the  United 
States,  at  its  market  price,  if  not  exceeding  the 
lai  or  true  value  thereof. 

3.  That  the  uirchases  to  be  made  shall  be  con- 
Uicted  under  the  direction  of  the  Preeident  of  the 
3enat^  the  Chief  Justice,  the  Secretary  of  State, 
lie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Attorney 
jleneral,  who,  or  any  three  of  whom,  with  the 
^probati<Mt  of  the  President,  are  authorized  to 
wise  them  to  be  made,  in  such  manner,  and  un- 
ler  such  regulations,  as  shall  appear  to  them  best 
:alculated  to  fulfil  the  intent  of  this  act :  Pro- 
>ided,  That  the  same  dioald  be  made  openly,  and 
vith  due  regard  to  the  equal  benefit  of  the  several 
fkates. 

3.  That  the  accosnts  of  the  application  of  the 
fund  should  be  settled  as  other  public  accounts, 
■ccompanied  with  returns  of  the  amoimt  of  Debt, 
turchaMd  at  the  end  of  each  quarter  of  a  year ; 
ad  that  a  full  and  exa<;t  report  of  the  proceedings 
if  the  Commissioners  should  be  laid  before  Con- 
^ss,  within  the  first  fourteen  days  of  each  ses- 
ioD,  including  a  statement  of  the  disbursements 
nd  purchases,  specifying  the  times  when,  prices 
,t  which,  and  persons  of  whom,  the  purctutses 
reremade. 

4.  That,  ia  additiwot  to  this  ftud,  the  President 
hould  be  authorized  to  borrow  any  sum  or  sums, 
LOt  exceeding  $3,000,000,  at  an  interest  not  ez- 
eedin^  five  per  centum,  to  be  applied  to  purchases 
if  Public  Debt,  in  like  manner,  and  under  the  same 
irectioQ  and  regulations  as  the  first  mentioned 
tind :  Prwidedy  That,  out  of  the  interest  of  the 
>ebt  to  be  purchased,  there  should  be  appropri- 
ted,  annually,  a  sum  not  exceeding  eignt  per 
entum  of  the  sums  borrowed,  towards  paying  the 
aterest  and  reimbursing  the  principal  m  uese 
urns. 

But,  to  guard  against  the  poaibility  of  a  defi- 
ieucy  of  means  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  Debt 
rhieh  was  to  aeecne  in  the  year  1791,  authority 
t  given  to  reserve  and  ap^y  to  that  purpose,  out 
f  the  first  mentioned  fund,  as  much,  as  might  be 


necessary  to  suj^y  the  defect  of  receipts,  during 
that  yean  on  aeeount  of  the  duties  which  should 
accrue  after  the  year  1790. 

3d.  "  An  act  repealing,  after  the  last  da.j  of  June 
next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid  upon  distilled  siu- 
rits,  &e.,"  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1791. 

This  act  appropriates  whatever  surfdos  may 
remain,  from  year  to  year,  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
duties  which  it  imposes,  aher  satisfying  prior  ap- 
propriations, to  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt, 
unless  such  surfdos  shall  be  required  for  the  cur- 
rent public  exigencies,  and,  by  special  acts  of  Con- 
gress, shall  be  approiariatea  thereto. 

4th.  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  makinc 
provision  for  the  reduction  of  the  PuUie  Debt," 
passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1791. 

This  act  declares  that  the  terms  of  a  Loan  of 
three  millions  of  florins,  lAtained  in  Holland, 
bearing  five  per  cent  interest,  and  four  and  a  half 
per  cent,  for  charges,  and  future  Loans  on  the 
same  terms,  should  be  deemed  to  be  within  the 
meaning  of  the  act  of  the  13th  of  August,  1790. 

5th.  ''An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  making 
provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States,"  passed 
May  8,  1793. 

This  act  makes  provision  for  the  payment  of  a 
debt  due  to  certain  foreign  o€Scers  who  had  served 
the  United  States,  (the  interest  of  which  was,  by 
stipulation,  pavable  at  Paris,)  out  of  the  moneys 
authorized  to  oe  borrowed  by  the  Funding  Act. 
It  also  establishes  a  permanent  Sinking  Fund,  to 
be  composed — 

1.  Or  the  interest  of  the  Public  Debt  purchased, 
redeemed,  or  paid  into  the  Treasury,  in  satisfac- 
tion of  any  deot  or  demand. 

2.  Of  the  surplus,  if  any,  which  should  remain  of 
moneys  appropriated  for  paying  the  interest  of  the 
Public  Debt,  after  paying  that  interest. 

This  Fund  is  to  be  applied,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Commissioners  nominated  in  the  act  of  the 
12th  of  August,  with  the  like  approbatioD  of  the 
President — 

Firtt. — To  the  purchase  of  the  several  ^peoieft 
of  stock  constituting  the  Debt  of  the  United  States, 
at  their  respective  market  prices,  not  exceeding 
the  par  or  true  valae  thereof,  and,  as  nearly 
as  may  be,  in  equal  moporttmis,  until  the  suanuai 
amount  of  the  fund  ^all  be  equal  to  two  per 
centum  of  the  whole  amotmt  of  the  outstanding 
Fnnded  Stock,  bearing  a  i^esent  interest  of  sbc 
per  centum :  Thenceforth— 

Second, — To  the  redemption  of  that  stock,  ac- 
cording to  the  right  reserved  to  the  United  States, 
until  the  whole  should  be  redeemed :  and,  lastly, 
aAer  such  redemption,  to  tiie  purchase,  at  its 
market  pnce,  of  any  unredeemed  Debt  of  the 
United  States;  which  purchases  are  directed  to 
be  made  at  the  lowrat  prices  at  which  they  can 
be  effected  by  open  purchase,  or  by  receiving  seal- 
ed proposals,  to  be  opened  in  the  presence  of  th« 
Commissioners,  or  persons  authorized  by  them  to 
make  purchases,  and  of  the  pawns  making  &a 
;i^oposal5 ;  and  are  to  be  accounted  for  at  the  Trea- 
sury, and  reported  to  Ccmgres^  in  the  same  man- 
uer  as  the  purchases  before  authorized  to  fc* 
.made.  _ 
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6th.  "An  act  making  appropriatioos  for  the 
support  of  Government,  for  the  jrear  1793." 

This  act  provides  that  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  shall  cause  so  much  of  the  Loan  made 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the 
11th  sectioya  of  the  act  of  incorporatioD,  to  be  paid 
off,  in  sums  not  less  than  $50,000,  as,  in  his  opin- 
ion, the  state  of  the  Treasury  may,  from  time  -  to 
time,  admit,  out  of  any  moneys  which  may  be  in 
the  Treasury,  having  due  regard  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  Government,  and  the  appropriations  made, 
and  to  be  made,  by  law. 

7th.  "  An  act  making  provision  for  the  payment 
of  the  first  instalment  due  on  a  Loan  made  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,"  passed  March  2d, 
1793. 

This  act  authorizes  the  payment  of  the  first  in- 
stalment of  a  Loan  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  had 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^  pursuant  to  the 
11th  section  of  the  act  by  which  it  is  incurporated, 
out  of  the  moneys  borrowed  upon  the  authority  of 
the  act  making  provision  for  tne  reduction  of  the 
Public  Debt 

8th.  "  An  act  providing  for  the  payment  of  the 
second  instalment,  due  on  a  Loan  made  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,"  passed  June  4, 1794. 

This  act  authorizes  the  payment  of  that  second 
instalment,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  any  Foreign 
Loans  before  that  time  transferred  to  the  United 
States.  It  makes  other  provisions,  ^ich  have 
been  noticed  under  a  preceding  head. 

These  acts  comprise  all  the  provisions  which 
have  been  made  for  reimbursing  and  redeeming 
the  Debt  of  the  United  States.  The  result,  to 
the  last  of  December,  17d4,  is  presented  in  tke 
statement  £. 

There  are  two  other  acts,  which,  though  not 
felling  properly  under  either  of  the  forwoing 
heads,  require,  from  their  relation  to  the  subject, 
to  be  brought  into  view. 

1.  An  act  relative  to  claims  aeainst  the  United 
States,  not  barred  by  any  act  oT  limitation,  and 
which  have  not  been  already  adjusted,  passed  Fe- 
bruary 13, 1793. 

This  act  directs  that  all  claims  of  the  descrip- 
tion given  in  the  title  shall  be  presented  at  the 
Treasury  for  adjustment,  by  the  1st  of  May,  1794, 
or  shall  be  for  ever  after  barred ;  except  those  for 
Loan  Office  certificates,  fi.aal  settlements,  indents 
of  interest,  Register's  certificates,  balances  on  the 
books  of  the  Treasury,  Loans  of  money  in  foreign 
countries,  certificates  issued  under  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the 
United  States." 

Such  of  the  claims  presented  as  cannot  be  ad- 
mitted in  the  course  of  the  Treasury,  are  to  be  re- 
ported to  Congress,  by  the  accounting  officers. 

Amooe  the  claims  inadmissible  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  the  Treasury,  is  a  sum  of  $90,574,  of  the 
bills  of  credit,  commonly  called  new  emission 
Bioney. 

2.  An  act  making  farther  provision  for  the  ex- 
penses attending  tne  intercourse  of  the  United 
States  with  foreign  nations,  &c.,  passed  March 
aOLl794. 

This  act  appro{Hriate8,  in  addition  up  former  pro* 


visions,  one  million  of  dollars  for  the  porpoaes 
mentioned  in  the  title,  to  he  paid  out  of  aof  mo- 
neys which  may  be  in  the  Treasury,  not  otbo^ 
wise  appropriated,  and  to  be  applied  under  the 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
who  is  abo  authorized,  if  necessary,  to  borrow  the 
whole,  or  any  part  of  the  sum ;  but  there  is  no 
special  appropriation  either  for  payine  the  interest 
or  reimbursing  the  principal  of  the  Loan. 

The  act  already  quoted,  of  the  9th  of  Jane,  179^ 
entitled  "  An  act  making  appropriations  for  ce^ 
tain  purpcnes  therein  exprMsed,**  with  a  view  to 
remedy  (his  defect,  appropriates,  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  taxe^  laid  during  the  last  sessioii,siKh 
sum  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  ob 
whatever  moneys  may  be  borrowed,  paraomi  to 
the  act  of  March  20,  1794. 

The  foregoing  review  of  the  laws  which  eot- 
stitute  the  fiscalsystem  of  the  United  Stales dii- 
plays  these  prominent  points  as  the  leading  fa- 
tures  of  that  system : 

1st.  That  all  the  current  revenues  of  the  Uoited 
States  are  derived  from  these  sources,  to  wit:  im- 
ported aiticles ;  the  tonnage  oi  ships  and  vessels; 
spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States,  and  stills; 
tnepostage  of  letters;  fees  on  patents;  divides^ 
of  E«nk  stock ;  snun  manufactured  withia  tlie 
United  States;  sugar  refined  witbin  the  Daittd 
States;  sales  at  auction  j  licenses  to  retail  trines 
and  distilled  spirits ;  carnages  for  the  conveytuee 
of  persons. 

2d.  That,  of  these  revenues,  the  principal  psrt 
of  the  duties  on  imported  articles,  those  on  tbetoo- 
nage  of  ships  and  vessels,  those  on  distilled  «pinti 
and  stills,  tnose  on  the  postage  of  letters,  patent 
fees,  the  dividends  on  Bank  stock,  are  pennaiiKit, 
^the  three  first  being  commensurate  with  the  ex- 
istence of  the  Debt  for  the  payment  of  the  interert 
of  which  they  are  pledged,  the  fourth  and  fifth 
having  no  limit  assigned  in  the  laws,  and  the  last 
being  commensurate  with  the  duration  of  the  |xi>- 
perty  in  the  stock,)  all  the  others  temporary ;  beiu 
limited  to  continue  no  longer  than  till  the  end  of 
the  session  of  Congress  next  alter  the  expiratka 
of  two  years  from  the  respective  times  of  passio; 
the  laws  which  established  thou,  except  the  tem- 
porary duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  which  vt 
to  continue  till  the  ist  of  January,  17^. 

3d.  That  the  permanent  duties  on  imported  «■ 
tides,  the  tonnage  luties,  the  duties  on  spirits  dis- 
tilled within  the  United  States,  and  on  stills,  ate 
subject  to  these  permanent  dispositions: 

1.  To  an  annual  reservation  of  t600,000,for  the 

support  of  the  Government  of  the  United  SlaUa 
and  their  common  defence. 

2.  To  an  appropriation  of  so  much  as  oiay  be 
necessary  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  Foreign 
provided  for  by  the  Funding  Act. 

3.  To  an  appropriation  (U  so  much  as 
necessary  to  pay  ue  interest  on  the  stock  cr«» 
by  the  Loan  in  Domestic  Debt,  or,  more  pof^lt 
in  the  original  Debt  of  4he  Umted  States. 

4.  Tq  an  appropriation  of  so  much  as  o»j  »* 
necessary  to  mscnarge  the  interest  oa  ike  iMm 
created  by  the  Loan  m  the  debts  of  the  leq**""* 
States. 
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5.  To  an  appropriation  of  so  mueh  as  may  be 
necessary  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  balances  dne 
to  ereditor  States,  which  dispositions  establish 
priorities,  according  to  the  order  in  which  they 
are  here  enumerated. 

4th.  That  the  surplus,  if  any,  of  the  duties  on 
spirits  distilled  within  the  United  State^  and  on 
stills,  has  an  ultimate  appropriation,  that  is.  to  the 
reduction  of  the  Public  Debt;  but  that  the  sur- 
plusses  of  the  other  duties  have  no  such  ultimate 
appropriation. 

5th.  Thqt  the  duties  on  the  postage  of  letters 
and  the  nett  divideod  on  Bank-stock  hare  no  per- 
maoent  or  particular  appropriation. 

6tb.  That  the  temporary  duties  are  charged 
with  a  specific  sum  of  $1,392,137  38,  and  with  the 
payment  of  interest  on  a  sum  of  $1,000,000,  au- 
thorized to  be  bonwed  for  tbe  expenses  of  foreign 
intercourae. 

7th.  That  the  whole  of  the  Foreign  Debt,  and 
all  that  part  of  the  Domestic  Debt,  being  now 
nearly  the  whole,  which  consists  of  the  stock  cre- 
ated by  the  Loans  in  the  origLnal  Debt  of  tbe 
United  States,  and  id  tbe  particular  debts  chT  the 
several  States,  and  by  the  balances  due  to  credi- 
tor States,  are  bottomed  on  certain  specified  rere- 
□ues,  pledged  or  hypothecated  for  the  payment 
of  the  interest  upon  them,  and  thus  constitute  the 
F'unded  Debt  of  the  United  States. 

8th.  That  the  Funded  Domestic  Debt  of  the 
United  States  consists  of  three  species  of  stock — 
»ne  bearing  a  present  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per 
innum ;  another  bearing  a  like  interest  after  the 
rear  1800;  a  third  bearing  a  present  interest  of 
Jiree  per  cent,  per  annun^-the  interest  in  each 
^ase  payable  quarter  yearly. 

9th.  That  the  six  per  cent,  stock,  present  and 
leferred,  can  be  redeemed  tn  no  greater  propor- 
ion  than  at  the  rate  of  e^t  per  centum  per  an- 
lum  of  the  original  sum,  on  account  both  of  prin- 
cipal and  interest ;  but  the  three  per  cent  stock  is 
cdeemable  at  pleasure. 

10.  That  the  provision  for  subscribing  to  the 
^an  in  Domestic  Debt  expired  on  the  last  of  De- 
ember,  1794,  and  that  no  further  provision  has 
>een  made  for  the  unsubscribed  residue. 

11th.  That  the  Funding  Act  expressly  confirms 
be  contracts  and  rights  of  the  creditors  of  the 
Jniled  States,  who  shall  not  think  fit  to  subscribe 
0  the  Loan,  and  gives  an  expectation  to  them  of 
iirtber  and  other  arrangements,  upon  the  event 
f  the  propositions  made  to  them. 

12th.  That  the  proceeds  of  all  the  lands  of  the 
Jnited  States  in  the  Western  Territory  are  ap- 
ropriated  to  the  redemption  of  all  that  part  of 
de  Public  Debt  for  which,  prior  to  the  Funding 
Let,  or  by  virtue  thereof,  the  United  States  were 
r  are  liaUe. 
13th.  That,  in  addition  to  this,  a  regular  Sink- 
ig  Fund  has  been  successively  constituted,  to  be 
pplied  under  the  direction  of  five  princiiral  offi- 
ers  of  the  United  States,  with  the  approbation  of 
le  President,  hitherto  composed  of  three  parts — 
It,  the  surplus  of  the  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
age  to  the  end  of  1790;  2dly,  the  proceeds  of 
loaiu  Aot  ezefxiding  $1^000,000^  anthorized  to  be 


borrowed  for  the  purpose,  (these  two  funds  to  be 

invested  in  purchases,;)  and,  3dly,  (in  which  the 
two  former  resolve  themselves,)  the  interest  on 
the  Public  Debt,  purchased,  redeemed,  or  paid 
into  the  Treasury,  together  with  the  surplusses,  if 
any,  of  moneys  appropriated  for  interest,  to  be  ap- 
plied first  to  purchases  of  the  Debt,  till  the  fund  is 
equal  to  two  per  centum  of  the  outstanding  stock, 
bearing  a  present  interest  of  six  per  cent. ;  second, 
to  the  redemption  of  that  stock ;  and,  lastly,  to  pur- 
chases of  any  uuredeemed  residue  of  the  PudUc 
Debt.  But  there  is  reserved  out  of  this  fund  a 
sum  QOt  exceeding  eight  per  centum  per  annum 
towards  the  payment  of  interest  and  reimbursing 
of  tbe  principal  of  tbe  Loans  made  for  purchases 
of  the  Debt. 

To  this  recapitulation  of  the  leading  features  of 
our  Fiscal  System,  it  may  be  useful  to  add  a  sum- 
mary exhibition  of  certain  results,  which  appear 
more  in  detail,  or  are  deducible  from  the  tables  or 
statements  annexed  to  this  report 

The  particulars  and  amount  of  the  Debt  of  the 
United  States  are  as  follows : 
Foreign  Debt,  as  per  statements  B 

and  C  -         -  $14,599,120  3& 
Deduct  instalment 

of  Foreign  Debt 

in  the  year  1795, 

to  be  paid  out  of 

proceeds  of  Fo- 
reign Loans    -       853,750  00 


Funded  Domestic  Debt,  viz : 

1.  Arising  from 
original  Domestic 
Debt,  subscribed  to 
Loan  proposed  by 
Funding  Act- 
Stock  bearing  a 

present  interest 

of  six  per  cent.  -   17,912,138  01 

Stock  bearinga  fu- 
ture interest  of 
six  per  cent.    -     8,538;228  97 

Stock  bearing  an 
interest  of  three 

per  cent.        -   12,275,347  55 

2.  Arising  from 
State  Debts  as- 
sumed— 

Stock  bearing  a 
present  interest 

of  six  per  cent.-  7,908,374  19 
Stock  bearingafu- 

ture  interest  of 

six  per  cent.  -  3,940,608  96 
Stock  bearing  an 

interest  of  three 

per  cent.        -     5,994,115  70- 

3.  Arising  from 
balances  to  credit- 
or States — 
Stock  bearing  a 

present  interest 

of aix percent.-    2,345,056  00 


$13,745,379  35 
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Stock  bearinga  fu- 
ture inttsrest  of 
six  per  cent.    -    1,173^  00 

Stock  bearinff  an 
interest  of  toree 

per  cent.        -       703,516  80 

Unsubscribed  Debt,  viz : 

Principal,  exclu- 
sive of  Loan  Of- 
fice certificates, 
bearing  interest 
on  nominal  Ta- 
lus     -         -     1,073,583  40 

biterest  tbereup- 
OD,  including  in- 
dents  -         -       452,836  74 

Principal  of  Loan 
Office  certifi- 
cates, bearing 
interest  on  no- 
minal sum      -        27,935  00 

bterest  thereupon         7,830  00 


60,789,914  18 


1,561,175  14 


Total  unredeemed  Debt  -  >76,096,408  6? 


This  is  exclusive  of  a  sum  of  $1,400,000  due  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  on  account  of  the 
Loan  of  $2,000,000  had  of  that  institution,  pnrau- 
Vt  to  the  dereDth  section  of  the  act  by  which  it 
is  incorporated,  and  which  is  not  included  in  the 
mass  01  the  Debt,  because  it  is  more  than  coun- 
terbalanced by  a  greater  value  in  stock.  It  is  also 
exclusive  of  those  Loans  which  are  temporary  an- 
ticipations of  the  revenue. 

The  particulars  and  amotmt  of  the  annual  our^ 
rent  zerenues  of  the  United  States  are  as  jEtdktws : 

APPROPBIATBO.  PSaHANBHT. 

Duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage,  domestic   (^199,791  67 

Duties  on  distilled  spi- 
rits and  stUls         -    400,000  00 

Fees  on  patents       •        660  00 

UHAPPROPBIAT&D. 

Postage  of  letters      -     29,722  16 
Surplus  dividends  on 
Bank  stock  -        -     62,500  00 

 $4,692^673. 83 


TEHPOBAHY. 

Temporary  duties  on 
imports      -         -  1,479,626  91 

INTERNAL. 

Duties  on  snufi,  refined 
sugar,  sales  at  auc- 
tion, licenses  to  re- 
tail spirits  and  wineS) 
carriagesfor  convey- 
ance (^persons     -    380,000  00 


1,859,626  91 


Total  annual  current  reTentw  $6,552,300  74 


The  particulars  and  amount  of  the  annual  M- 
ed  expenditure  of  the  United  States,  caBi|iMiig 
the  Army  and  Navy  BstaUidunoits  oo  thesnie 
of  an  Indian  and  Algerine  war,  are  as  foUom: 

Interest  oo  the  Foreign  Debt  -  $638,480  S6 
Interest  on  Domestic  Funded  Debt-  2^,241 50 
Interest  on  Unfunded  Debt  -  -  66,031  H 
Interest  on  temporary  Loans  -  100,000  00 
Expenses  of  the  Civil  Government, 

including  Foreign  Intercourse    -    475,249  9 
Expenses  of  Military  Lund  Service  1,511,975  M 
Expeoses  of  Military  Naval  Service    441,508  89 
Miscellany  -      '  -        -        -    109,357  M 
•  ■ 
Total  annual  expenditure     $5,681^43  8t 

This  sum  is  liable  to  be  increased  by  the  inl^ 
rest  which  will  begin  to  accrue  on  the  defend 
stock  the  first  of  January,  1801 ;  being,  on  thepK- 
sent  amount  of  that  stock,  $871,401  92, 

The  annual  force  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  ui^ 
pending  on  ascertained  funds,  may  be  stated  m 
follows : 

Interest  for  a  year,  on  sums  already 
carried  to  its  credit        -         -    $68^  59 

Interest  for  a  year,  on  debts  of  fo- 
reign officersj  in  a  course  of  pay- 
ment, including  arrears  of  interest 
to  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  this 
fund        -         -         -         -  13,439« 

Interest  for  a  year,  on  the  unexpend- 
ed surplus  of  the  revenues  at  the 
end  of  the  year  1790.  being  $411,- 
659  49,  supposing  tnis  to  be  in- 
vested, by  purchase,  in  an  equal 
sum  of  present  six  per  cent,  stock     2^699  S6 


Total 


-  $106,364  « 


It  is  further  liable  to  be  increased  by  an  invcrt- 
ment  in  puzchaaes  of  $865^  11,  which,  to^elbr 
with  the  sums  from  that  source,  already  UTOt- 
ed  in  purchases  and  payments,  will  amouat  id 
$2,000,000,  the  sum  antluwized  to  be  bonoKcdw 
purchases  of  the  Debt. 

But,  as  this  auxiliary  depends  on  an  openM, 
not  only  future,  but,  in  some  degree,  casaal,it4tt- 
not  be  taken intoanestimateoftheactualstmstt 
of  the  fund. 

The  proceedsof  the  sales  of  Western  lands  an* 
also  be  considered  as  an  eventual  resource. 

There  are  other  cootisgent  sources  of  aa^nt* 
ation  not  computed,  because  they  are  coDtuigeat- 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  fund  is  liable  to  ben- 
duced  by  a  sum  reserved  out  of  it  for  the  Htyoietf 
of  principal  and  interest  of  the  two  mimww  **' 
thorized  to  be  borrowed  for  purchases,  not  «««■■ 
ing  eight  per  centum  per  annum. 

The  sum  applicable,  in  the  first  inatanee,  low 
redemption  of  that  portion  of  the  Funded  Dc* 
which  bears  a  present  interest  of  six  pet  ceanm 
excluding  that  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  p** 
missionetB  of  the  Sinkug  Fund,  is  as  as  foUon^ 
OrtrurfemUaatook  -  fSiA^^ 
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OfiutnuidecaUa  stocLarising  from 

balances  to  creditor  States        -     46,901  12 


Total         .        .        .  $663,31136 


The  sum  api^icable,  in  the  first  instance,  (that 
is,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1802,)  to  the  re- 
demption of  that  portion  of  the  Funded  Debt  now 
called  deferred  stock,  excluding  that  standing  to 
the  credit  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  will  be  as  follows : 

Of  transferable  stock  -  -  tS49,576  75 
Of  untransferable  stock-arising  from 

balances  to  creditor  States        -     23,450  56 


Total  -         -      ,   -  $873,027  31 


These  sums  would  conaplete  the  red«nption  of 
the  whole  amount  of  the  stock  to  which  tney  are 
ftppUcabie,  wi^in  tfTeaty-tbree  years  after  the 
redemption  in  each  case  was  begun ;  within  which 
term$  tbey  would  discbarge  the  whole  of  the  Pub- 
lic Debt,  except  the  Foreign  Debt,  the  unsubscrib- 
ed Debt,  and  the  three  per  cent,  stock. 

If  the  redemption  of  the  present  six  per  cent, 
stock  commence  the  first  of  January,  1796,  and 
the  redeeming  fund  be  commensurate  with  the 
whole  of  the  unredeemed  stock  bearing  a  present 
interest  of  six  jwr  cent,  and  transferase,  the  re- 
ventie  set  free  in  the  year  1618,  for  operations 
upon  the  residue  f£  the  Debt,  will  be  $3,0^394  36. 

If  the  redemption  of  the  Deferrvd.  Debt  com- 
mence the  first  of  January,  180^  when  it  may 
rightfully  cmnmenoe,  and  the  redeeming  fund  be 
commensurate  with  the  whole  of  that  stock,  un- 
redeemed and  transferable,  the  revenue  set  free  in 
the  year  1824,  for  operations  upon  the  midue  of 
the  Public  Debt,  if  any  remain,  will  be  tW8,3Q7  02. 

The  revenue  set  free  by  these  successive  re- 
demptions, would  be  sufficient  to  redeem  ^ 
whole  of  the  present  Foreign  Debt  in  six  yeorit;  that 
is,  within  a  term  of  twenty-eight  years  from  the 
proposed  time  for  commencing  the  redemption, 
or  tne  1st  January,  1796;  and,  alter  extinguishing 
the  Foreign  Debt,  would  more  than  discharge  the 
whole  of  the  balances  to  creditor  States,  and  the 
whole  of  the  unfunded  Debt,  in  two  years  more. 

If  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  in  the  Western  ter- 
ritory should  be  equal  to  three  millions  of  dollars, 
and  the  three  per  cent,  stock  can  be  purchased  at 
an  average  of  twelve  shilliiuKB  in  the  {toond,  that 
fund  would  suffice  to  pay  off  the  principal  of  the 
three  per  cent  atook,  in  something  mor«  than 
twenty-five  years. 

It  follows,  that,  if  the  force  of  the  Sinking  Fond 
be  rendered  equal,  exclusive  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  Western 'lands,  to  the  redemption  of 
the  present  unredeemed  transferable  s^V,  com- 
mencing the  1st  of  January,  1796,  as  to  that  bear- 
ing a  present  interest  of  6  per  centum,  and  the 
1st  of  January,  1802,  as  to  tnat  bearing  a  future 
interest  of  6^er  centum ;  and  if  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  Western  lands  should  prove  equal  to 
aO00,000  of  dollars,  and  can  be  brought  into  ac- 
tton  for  pumhasers  of  the  3,per  sent,  stock,  «<  tke 


rate  above  menticmed,  at  any  time  before  the  tinw 

before  the  year  1 801,  the  whole  of  the  present  Debt 
of  the  United  States,  Foreign  and  Domestic,  (the 
iunds  appropriated  being,  during  the  whole  period, 
adequate,  in  producdveness.  and  inviolably  ap- 
plied) would  be  extinguisned  in  thirty  years. 
And  there  irould  then  revert  to  the  United  States,' 
an  annual  income  of  4^435,320  dollars  and  89  cents* 
Some  auxiliary  provisions,  which  will  bepropued, 
may  greatly  accelerate  that  result.*  ' 

On  the  iMuis  of  the  foregoing  data,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  proceeds  to  submit  to  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  certain  propositicras, 
which  appear  to  him  necessary  to  be  adopted  to 
complete  <sox  system  of  public  credit.  These  wiU 
be  followed  by  some  explanatory  remarks. 

1.  Phoposition. 
That  further  provision  be  made,  with  regard  to 
the  yet  unsubscribed  Debt  of  the  United  States, 

as  follows: 

1st.  Further  time  to  be  given,  untit  the  end  of 
the  year  1795,  to  subscribe  the  same  to  the  Loon 
proposed  by  the  Funding  Act ;  with  liberty  to  the 
holders  to  subscribe  the  arrears  of  interest  up  to 
that  period^  separately  from  the  principal,  rescrv'- 
ing  that  principal  oq  its  original  footing. 

2d.  An  appropriation  to  ne  made  for  payment 
of  interest  on  so  much  of  the  principal  (excepting 
Loan  CMIce  certificates  bearmg  interest  on  the 
nominal  vidue)  as,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1795^ 
shall  remain  uttsubseribed,  for  the -term  of  one' 
year,  according  to  the  rate  or  rates  stipulated  by 
the  orif^al  contracts,  and  for  the  payment  of  ten 
per  centum  of  the  arrears  of  interest  thereupon, 
to  the  same  end  of  the  years  1795.  This  payment 
to  be  made  on  the  1st  of  January,  1796,  at  the 
Treasury,  where  no  particular  place  of  payment  ia 
stipulated,  and  at  such  plac^  where  there  is  one. 

3d.  The  specie  principal  of  the  Loan  Office  cer- 
tificates, which  bear  interest  on  the  nominal  value, 
together  with  the  arrears  of  interest,  to  be  imme- 
diately paid  ofll 

IL  PaoPOBrrioH. 

That  provision  be  made  for  taking,  upon  Loan 
to  the  United  States,  by  subscription  at  the  Trea- 
sury, the  outstanding  and  unbarred  new  emission 
bills  of  credit,  the  sums  subscribed  to  be  paid  in 
the  principal  only  of  those  Mlis,  and  the  stock  of 
the  new  Loan  to  bear  an  interest  of  5  per  cent, 
per  annum,  payable,  quarter  yearly,  at  the  Treai- 
sury,  and  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United 
States,  by  payment  of  the  principal,  with  a  stipu- 
lation topay  the  same  at  the  expiration  of  thirty 
years.  The  Loan  to  be  deemed  to  commence  on 
the  first  of  January,  1796,  and  to  rest  on  funds  per- 
manently pledge^  namely,  the  permanent  reve- 
nues. 

lU.  Proposition. 

That  provision  be  made  fen  converting,  by  a 
new  Loan,  the  whole  of  our  present  Foreign,  into 


*TbeM  KMlu  m  not  autad  with  ftaedMMl  consetOMi,  b» 
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Domestic  Debt,  apoD  the^e  terms,  to  wit;  that,  for 
any  Eum  subscribed  to  the  new  Loan,  and  paid  in 
the  principal  of  the  present  Foreign  Debt  of  the 
United  States,  there  be  allowed,  in  addition  to  the 
interest  now  payable  upon  such  principal,  the  fur- 
ther yearly  interest  of  ^  per  centum,  or,  in  lieu 
thereof,  at  the  option  of  each  subscriber,  an  equi- 
valent sum  in  capital  stock,  bearingan  interest  of 
5  per  centum  per  annum.  That  the  whole  inter- 
est upon  the  new  Loan,  including  that  upon  the 
capital  stock,  to  be  given  as  an  equivalent  for  the 
awitional  i  per  cent.,  shall  remain  fixed  tintil  the 
first  day  of  January.  1818,  at  which  time,  and  not 
sooner,  the  principal  of  thesaid  new  Loan,  includ- 
ing the  said  capital  stock  given  as  an  equivalent, 
may  and  shall  oe  reimbursed,  except  as  to  such 
subscribers  as  may  prefer  a  shorter  term  of  reim- 
btirsement,  who  may  elect  any  term  not  less  than 
fifteen  years.  That  the  permanent  revenues  shall 
be  and  remain  firmly  pledged  for  the  paymrnt  of 
the  said  interest,  until  the  reimbursement  ot'  the 
said  fH'incipal,  to  be  paid,  quarter  yearly,  as  that  of 
the  present  funded  Domestic  Debt.  And,  lastly, 
that  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  be 
empowered,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President, 
to  provide  by  new  loans,  for  the  reimbursement 
of  any  instalment,  .or  part  of  principal,  of  the 
present  Foreign  Debt,  or  of  tfae  Loan  to  be  made 
thereupon,  as  aforesaid,  either  by  direct  borrowing 
or  by  sale,  in  the  market,  of  certificates  of  stock, 
so  as  the  said  Loan,  or  the  said  certificates  of  stock, 
shalt  bear  an  interest  not  exceeding  6  per  centum 
pcu-  annum,  and  shall  be  liable  to  reimbursement 
within  a  term  not  ezceedinc  twenty-four  years. 
The  interest  upon  tfae  caititaT  reimbursed,  and,  in 
aid  thereof,  the  permanent  revenues,  to  be  pledged 
for  the  interest  upon  the  loans  or  stock  to  be  made 
<H  created  by  virtue  of  the  said  power. 

IV.  Proposition. 

That  the  temporary  duties  on  imports  be  made 
co-extensive,  in  duration,  with  those  now  perma- 
nent, and  be  appropriated  in  like  manner ;  and  that 
the  reservation  of  600,000  dollars,  annually,  out  of 
the  duties  on  imports  and  tonna^,  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Qovemment  of  the  United  States,  and 
their  common  defence,  be  postponed  till  after  the 
appropriations  for  the  interest  of  the  Funded  Debt, 
foreign  and  domestic,  and  for  the  Sinking  Fund- 

V.  Pbopobitiom. 

That  the  following  provisions  be  added  to  those 

heretofore  made  for  reimbursing  and  redeeming 

the  Debt  of  the  United  States : 

1st.  To  direct,  by  law,  that  so  much  of  the  sur- 
plus of  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  to  the 
end  of  the  year  1790,  as  shalt  remain  uninvested 
in  purchases,  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1796.  shall 
so  be  invested,  one-fourth  part  within  the  month 
of  April,  another  fourth  part  within  the  month  of 
July,  another  fourth  part  within  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober, in  that  year,  and  the  remainder  within  the 
montn  of  January,  1797. 

2d.  To  exonerate  the  fund  established  by  the 
act.  entitled  **Afi  act  supplementary  to  the  act 
mating  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the^United  Stateo,'* 


passed  the  8th  of  May,  1792,  ^m  the  paymcatof 
the  rate,  per  annum,  which,  by  the  4th  section  of 
the  act  of  the  12th  of  August,  1790_,  entided  "  An 
act  making  provision  for  the  reduction  of  the  Pub- 
lic Debt,"  is  reserved,  on  account  of  the  principsl 
and  interest  of  the  moneys  authorized,  by  that  tct, 
to  be  borrowed  for  the  purchases  of  the  Debt; 
charging  the  interest  of  the  moneys  so  borrowd, 
upon  the  revenue  from  imports  ana  tonnage. 

3d.  To  appropriate  to  the  same  fund,  so  maeh  of 
the  revenue  from  imports  and  tonnage^  as,  togetba 
with  the  other  moneys  now  constitnttng  the  fund, 
and  which  shall  accrue  to  it  by  virtue  of  the  tm-  ' 
going  provisions,  shall  be  sufficient,  from  year  to 
year,  with  the  interest  redeemed,  to  pay  thesmnt 
which  may,  of  right,  be  annually  paid  on  aceooal 
of  the  principal  of  such  funded  stock,  as,  on  the 
1st  day  of  January,  1796,  shall  bear  a  present  i»- 
terest  of  6  per  centum  per  annum,  excladiog  itiii 
which  shall  stand  to  the  credit  of  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  that  which  shsO 
stand  to  the  credit  of  particular  State^  on  accomt 
of  the  balances  reported  in  their  favor  by  the  Com- 
missioners for  settling  accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  individual  States ;  to  continue  so  ip- 
propriated  until  the  whole  of  the  said  funded  stoa 
shall  be  redeemed,  and,  thenceforth,  until  tk 
whole  residue  of  the  present  Debt  of  the  United  . 
States,  foreign  and  domestic,  funded  and  unfiiad-  | 
ed,  shall  be  redeemed  or  discharged. 

4th.  To  appropriate  to  the  same  fond,  the  diri-  i 
dends  on  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  ! 
Statesj  belonginff  to  the  United  States,  reserving, 
from  Ume  to  time,  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  w- 
cessary  to  pay  interest  on  what  shall  remain  u- 
paid  of  the  Loan  had  of  the  said  Bank,  pursoantiv 
the  second  section  of  the  act  of  incorporation,  and, 
also,  so  much  of  the  duties  on  imports  and  to- 
nage,  as,  together  with  those  dividends,  (deductin; 
what  may  oe  necessary  to  pay  interest)  shall  be 
sufficient,  from  year  to  year,  to  pay  ofl*  the  instil- 
ments of  the  said  Loan,  hereafter  to  grow  dae,  sod 
as,(the  said  instalments  being  paid,)  togetheririA 
any  other  moneys  which^  on  the  1st  day  of  AtoBi- 
ry,  1802,  may  beloitg  to  the  said  fiind,  not  oAo* 
wise  appropriated,  shall  be  sufficient  mm  year  to 
year,  with  the  interest  redeemed,  to  pay  the  sqw 
which  may,  of  right,  be  annually  paid  on  accoui 
of  the  principal  of  such  landed  stockj  as,  at  the  u* 
piration  of  the  year  1800,  shall  begin  to  betru 
interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  excluding  ili>t 
which  shall  stand  to  the  credit  of  the  Comniis- 
sioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  that  vrhich  sbiU 
stand  to  the  credit  of  particular  States,  on  accoont 
of  the  balances  reported  in  their  favor,  by  tb* 
Commissioners  for  settling  accounts  benrwD  the 
United  Sutes  and  individual  States ;  to  continue 
so  appropriated,  until,  as  well  the  last  mentiOTM 
stock,  a^he  instalments  of  the  Loan  aforesaid, 
sball^  be  fully  redeemed  and  dischai^ed,  ana, 
thenceforth,  until  the  whole  residue  of  the  pn* 
sent  DebtAftheUnited  Slates,  foreign  and dom» 
tic,  funded  and  unfbnded,  shall  be  tedeenM^  aid 
discharged. 

5th.  To  continue  the  appropriation  to  the  wie 
fund,  of.  the  interest  of  the  stock  which  iltuibr 
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redeemed  rirtae  of  the  foregoing  prpvisions, 
(when  the  full  redemption  m  each  case  is  com- 
pleted) until  the  whole  of  the  present  Debt  of 
the  United  States,  foreign  and  aomestic,  funded 
and  onfunded,  shall  be  redeemed,  by  reimborse- 
ment,  purchase,  or  otherwise. 

6th.  To  provide  for  carrying  to  the  same  fund, 
agreeably  to  the  appropriation  in  the  Funding  Act, 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Western  Territory,  to  be  ap- 
|died  according  to  the  said  appropriation. 

7tfa.  To  appropriate  to  the  same  fund,  to  be 
employed  for  the  purposes  thereof,  all  moneys 
which  shall  be  received  for  debts  due  to  the 
United  States  antecedent  to  the  present  Consti- 
tation. 

8th.  To  provide  that  the  surplusses  of  all  the 
current  revenues  of  the  United  States,  which 
shall  remain  at  the  'end  of  any  calendar  year,  be- 
yond the  amount  of  the  appropriations  charged 
upon  them,  and  which,  during  the  seiiiiiou  of  Con- 
gress, commencing  next  thereafter,  shall  not  be 
otherwise  specially  appropriated  or  reserved,  shall 
be  carried  to  the  fund  aforesaid,  to  be  applied  to 
the  purposes  thereof. 

9tii.  To  provide  for  paying,  annually,  out  of 
the  said  fund,  the  sum  which  may  be  rightfully 
paid  in  each  year,  towards  the  redemption  of  the 
funded  stock,  which  does  or  shall  bear  an  interest 
of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  excluding  that 
which  shall  stand  to  the  credit  of  the  Commis- 
noners  of  the  Siaking  Fund,  and  that  which  shall 
itand  to  the  credit  of  particular  States,  on  account 
of  the  balances  reported  in  their  hroi  by  the  Com- 
missioners  forsettling  accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  individaal  States,  commencing  the  re- 
iemption  of  that  bearing  a  present  interest,  on 
:he  first  of  January,  1796,  and  of  that  to  beat 
nterest  after  the  year  1800,  on  the  first  of  January, 
L802,  and  pledging,  in  the  firmest  manner,  the  faith 
)f  the  United  Slates  to  the  creditors  thereof,  that 
he  said  fund  shall  be  inviolably  applied  to  the 
)urpo8e  of  redeeming  the  stock  aforesaid,  and  af- 
erwards,  to  the  redemption  of  the  whole  of  the 
>resent  Debt  of  the  United  States,  foreign  and 
lomestic,  funded  and  unfunded,  until  the  whole 
hall  be  fully  redeemed  and  discnarged,  and  to  be 
rested  in  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 
IS  property  in  trust  for  the  creditttf^  until  the  re- 
lemption  of  the  whole  of  the  present  Debt  of  the 
Jnited  States  shall  be  completed. 

Provided,  always,  that,  whenever  the  fund  shall 
«  more  than  sufficient  for  paying  off,  as  they  ac- 
rue,  the  remaining  instalments  of  the  said  Loan 
lad  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the 
omplete  and  final  redemption  of  the  whole  of 
he  aforesaid  stock,  bearing  and  to  bear  an  in- 
erest  of  six  per  cent,  according  to  the  right  re- 
erred  for  that  purpose,  and  also  for  the  payment 
if  the  instalments  of  the  present  Foreign  Debt,  or 
if  such  new  Loans  as  may  be  made  thereupon, 
lursuant  to  the  third  propositi<»i,  and  for  the  re- 
mbursement,  purchase,  or  redemption  of  the  resi- 
ueof  the  present  Debt  of  the  United  States^  within 
he  term  of  thirty  years,  it  ^lall  be  lawful  for  Con- 
Tess,  if  at  war  widi  any  foreign  Boropean  Power, 


to  apply  so  much  of  the  excess  as  they  may  think 
At,  the  said  excess  being  certified  by  ttie  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  towards  the  expenses 
of  such  war ;  excepting  always  so  much  6f  the 
said  excess  as  may  be  requisite  to  fulfil  any  con- 
tracts which  shall  have  been  entered  into  by  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  pursuant  to 
the  powers  rested  in  them;  and  provided,  that 
no  second  appropriation  of  any  such  excess  shall 
derogate  from  the  fund  once  reserved  for  the  re- 
demption or  purchase  of  the  said  residue  of  the 
Debt,  within  the  said  term  of  thirty  years. 

10th.  To  provide  that  all  reimbursements  of  the 
capital  o£  the  Public  Debt,  foreign  and  domestic, 
and  of  the  remainine  instalments  of  the  aforesaia 
Loan  of  the  Bank  oT  the  United  States,  be  made 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  empowering  them,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
as  the  instalments  of  principal  become  due,  to 
borrow,  if  necessary,  the  sums  requisite  to  [»y 
those  instalments.  Proyided,  that  the  nltimate 
term  for  the  reimbursement  of  any  Loan  they 
may  make,  shall  not  exceed  twenty-four  years ; 
the  interest  thereof  to  be  charged— first,  upon  the 
interest  of  the  instalments  which  shall  be  reim- 
bursed by  meansthereof,  except  the  instalments  of 
funded  six  per  cent,  stock;  secondly,  upon  the 
revenue  from  imports  and  tonnage,  to  malte  good 
any  deficiency. 

VI.  Pbdpositidn. 

.That  power  be  given  to  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Sinking  Fund,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
President,  to  borrow,  from  time  to  time,  such  sums 
as  may  be  necessary  in  anticipation  of  the  reve- 
nues appropriated  for  the  purpose,  not  exceeding, 
in  one  year,  one  million  of  dollars,  to  be  reimburs- 
ed within  a  year  fryn  the  time  of  each  Loan,  for 
the  payment  of  the  interest  which  shall  annually 
accrue  on  the  Public  Debt. 

The  interest  upon  each  Loan  to  be  defrayed  ont 
of  the  permanent  revenues. 

Tn.  Proposition. 

That  the  internal  revenues  from  snuff  and  re- 
fined su^,  sales  at  auction,  licenses  to  sell  by  re- 
tail foreign  distilled  spirits  and  wines,  carnages 
for  the  conveyance  of  persons,  be  continued  lo  the 
first  day  of  January,  1800,  and  that  the  reimburse- 
ment of  the  principal  of  the  Loan  of  $1,000,000, 
authorized  to  be  borrowed  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  foreign  intercourse,  be  cna^ed  npcnt 
this  fund. 

VIII.  Proposition. 

That,  in  regard  to  any  sum  which  shall  have 
remained  unexpended  upon  any  appropriation 
other  than  for  the  "payment  of  the  interest  of  the 
Funded  Debt  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  for  more  than  two  years  after  the  end  of 
.  the  calendar  year  in  which  the  act  of  appropria- 
tion shall  have  been  passed,  such  appropriation 
shall  be  deemed  to  cease  and  determine — and  the 
sum  expended  upon  it  shall  be  carried  to  an  ac- 
count to  be  denominated  "  the  Surplus  Fund." 
But  no  appropriation  shall  be  so  deemed  to  have 
ceased  or  determined,  till  after  Jhe  year  1795 
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unless  it  shall  appear  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  that  the  object  of  such  appropriation 
has  been  fully  satisfied;  in  which  case,  it  sball  be 
lawful  for  him  to  cause  to  be  carriea  the  unex- 
pended residue  thereof  to  the  account  aforesaid. 

IZ.  Pboposition. 
That  provision  be  made  that  all  priorities,  here- 
tofore established  in  the  appropriations  for  the 
Funded  Debt,  as  between  the  different  parts  of 
the  said  Debt,  shall,  after  the  year  1796,  cease, 
with  respect  to  all  creditors  of  the  United  States 
who  do  not,  before  the  expiration  of  the  period, 
signify  their  dissent  thereirom;  and  that,  thence- 
forth, with  the  exception  only  of  the  debts  of 
those  creditors  who  shall  so  signify  their  dissent, 
the  revenues  ehaiged  with  these  appropriations 
shall  constitute  a  common  or  consoudaled  fund, 
^rgaahle  indisorinunately  and  without  pnority. 

X.  Peopositioh. 
That  provision  be  made  for  calling  in  all  out- 
atandtne  Loan  Office  certificates;  certificates 
called  fiual  settlementR,  and  indents  of  interest, 
and  for  issuing,  in  lieu  of  them,  other  certificates 
of  equivalent  tenor,  establishing  that  all  which 
shall  not  be  presented  tor  exchange  within  the 
term,  of  two  years  shall  be  barred. 

Remarkg  upon  the  First  Proposition. 

The  experiment  has  now  been  fully  tried,  and 
with  nearly  complete  success,  of  the  disposition  of 
die  public  creditors  to  accept  the  terms  offered  by 
tin  Funding  Act.  Those  who  still  decline  have 
probably  made  a  final  election  to  abide  by  their 
original  contracts. 

It  remains  to  fulfil  them.  This,  the  moral  obli- 
gation of  the  contracts ;  the  new  and  peremptory 
sanction  given  to  them  by  (he  present  Qovem- 
ment,  and  the  essential  maxims  of  public  credit, 
unite  to  demand ;  and,  while  these  cogent  mo- 
tives, affecting  intimately  the  permanent  char- 
acter and  general  interest  of  the  United  States, 
recommeua  the  measure,  there  is  now  no  longer 
any  momentary  inducement,  from  situation,  to 
pcoerastiiuue. 

The  present  advanced  state-  of  the  national 
finances,  and  the  inconsidenble  magnitude  of  the 
still  unsuhscribed  Debt,  render  it  of  little,  if  any, 
consequence  to  obtain  upon  it  the  temporary  ac- 
commodation of  deferring  the  payment  of  a  part 
q(  the  interest  accruing  accordmg  to  contract 
This  motive  apart,  and  considering  the  approxi- 
mation of  the  period  when  the  payment  ot  inte- 
rest on  the  Deferred  Debt  is  to  commence,  tne 
chance  of  benefiting  by  a  fall  of  the  market  rate 
of  .interest,  incident  to  a  provision  for  the  Debt  on 
'  the  terms  of  the  contract,  which  make  it  redeem- 
able at  pleasure,  may  be  found  more  advanta- 
geous to  the  Government  than  the  partial  post- 
ponement of  interest  encivnbered  wiui  an  abridg- 
ment of  the  rieht  of  redemption. 

To  those  wno  should  not  rightly  appreciate 
this  eircamstancej  it  might  seem  an  oojection, 
that  the  provision  proposed  would  place  those 
crediUnn,  who  had  not  consented  to  aecommodate 


the  Government,  upon  a  bett«  footing  than  thoie 

who  had  so  consented. 

But  a  scruple  of  this  kind  is  ovenuled  by  serc- 
ral  considerations.  Ist.  It  is  not  improbafaie  that 
a  considerable  proportion  of  those  who  may  m 
have  accepted  the  term»  offered  by  the  Fundisg 
Act,  are  executors  and  other  trustees,  who  may 
have  doubted  their  power  to  accept. 

3d.  Giving  the  fullest  force  to  the  fact  whidi 
is  the  ground  of  the  objecti(Hi,  it  is  one  of  ibae 
cases  in  which  the  general  princij^es  that  coaiti- 
tute  the  permanent  happiness  of  society,  give  tkt 
less  meritorious  advantages  over  the  more  med- 
torious.  All  the  creditors  had  a  right  to  coofotm, 
or  not.  Those  who  have  not  done  it,  have  aaij 
Ub'ed  their  right,  and  it  catmot  be  matter  of  ob- 
jection or  prejudice  to  them.  To  delay  indefi- 
nitely a  provision  for  their  claims,  accMdia;  b 
contract,  is  to  annihilate  the  contraet. 

The  complying  creditors  cannot  with  proptie? 
complain.  They  were  informed  unequivocally 
that  the  proposal  of  a  new  Loan  was  referred  » 
their  free  choice;  that  the  rights  of  those  who 
did  not  assent  would  remain  unimpaired ;  and 
compensations  were  offered  in  the  new  c<Mitraeti 
for  the  surrender  of  the  old.  A  plea  that  an  ohi- 
mate  provision  was  not  relied  upon,  could  not  be 
admitted,  because  it  would  be  to  convert  a  dit- 
trust  of  the  faith  of  the  Government  into  aau- 
gument  against  its  being  observed  towards  tboN 
who  had  depended  upon  it. 

But  the  complying  creditors  actually  reeeind 
valuable  considerations  for  the  modincui«i  of 
their  claims,  instead  of  annual  provision  for  Uieir 
interest,  which  alone  their  contracts,  as  ihey  stood 

Erevious  to  the  Funding  Act,  required ;  they  hare 
ad  it  secured  by  adequate  funds  penuaneallf 
mortgaged  for  its  payment. 

Instead  of  the  supujated  annuity  being  redeem- 
able at  pleasure,  whenever  a  fall  in  the  mukd 
rate  ol  interest  should  render  it  advantageoiK  M 
pay  off  the  principal,  it  has  acquired  a  more  fixed 
character  by  the  relinquishment  of  the  ri^  of 
the  Government  to  redeem,  except  in  certain  }»• 
portions,  and  a  capacity  to  increase  in  capnl 
value,  by  a  declension  of  die  marktf  rate  of  u» 
rest 

Instead  of  receiving  tfaeir  interest  inone  Ia^ 
ment,  at  the  end  of  a  year,  they  recave  it  ii 
quarter  yearly  portirauk  which  makes  it,  in  6^ 
6.15  per  cent,  in  lien  of  the  stipulated  mte  of  ai 
per  centum. 

On  the  first  point  it  has  been  a^ed^  that,  tar 
posing  a  steady  preservation  of  its  faith  by  uie 
Government,  it  is  indifferent  to  the  cndim 
whether  his  d^nand  stands  upon  the  basis  of  as 
annual  provision,  or  upon  that  of  mongas" 
funds.  ' 

This  is  to  suWtitute  theory  to  fact  As 
with  regard  to  a  Government  as  to  an  individBaL 
there  is,  in  the  nature  of  things,  an  intrioae  dif- 
ference between  the  value  of  a  debt  bottMDcd  <■ 
mort^iged  funds,  and  that  of  a  debt  restiac  « 
what  is  called,  in  the  one  case,  and  may  be  csUm 
in  the  other,  personal  security.  The  dsgne « 
thia  difference,  and  some  ot  the  cirennutaaM* 
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which  it  depends,  may  be  difierent  to  the  two 
cues,  bat  the  reaut]r  of  its  existence  can  be  de- 
med  in  neither. 

Qorernment,  bein|r  administered  by  men,  is 
naturally,  like  individuals,  sobject  to  particalar 
impulses,  pasuoos,  prejudices,  vices;  of  course  to 
inconstancy  of  riews  and  mutabBity  tjf  con- 
duct. 

A  kind  of  property,  of  which  the  essence  is 
contract,  must  necessarily,  therefore,  be  more  or 
less  valuable,  because  more  or  less  secure,  in  pro- 

SDrtion  as  it  is  little  or  much  exposed  to  the  in- 
uence  of  that  inconstancy,  or  that  mutability. 
If  a  provision  is  to  be  made  by  a  new  resolu- 
tion every  year,  that  resolution,  being  always  lia- 
Ue  to  be  a^cted  by  momentary  eirtiumstances, 
is  always  casual. 

If  made  once  for  all,  it  continues,  of  course, 
unless  revoked  by  some  positive  actj  and  has  for 
that  reason  a  moral  certainty  of  stability. 

But  why,  it  mi«rht  be  asked,  if  a  disposition  un- 
faithful to  the  public  engagements,  or  unfriendly 
to  the  public  credit,  should  exist,  would  it  not 
3pemte  lo  produce  a  violation  of  a  provision 
made,  as  welt  as  to  prevent  the  making  of  one? 

The  two  things  are  widely  different.  To  undo, 
which  is  to  act,  and,  in  such  a  case,  to  act  with 
violence,  requires  more  enterprise  and  vigor,  aod 
;>resupposes  greater  energy,  or  a  stronger  impulse, 
'hxa  not  to  do,  or  to  forbear  to  act  This  is  par- 
icularly  true  where  a  nnmber  of  wills  is  to  con- 
:iir.  Many  men  who  will  not  rouse  to  the  effort, 
n-  encounter  the  responsibility  of  doing  mischief 
ly  positive  acts,  will  readily  enough  slide  in^  it 
Tf  a  negative  conduct;  that  is,  by  omitting  to 
act.  Many  men,  merely  from  easiness  of  temper, 
}r  want  of  active  fortitude,  will  suffer  evil  to  take 
ilace,  which  they  neither  desire  nor  would  them- 
lelves  commit.  In  collective  bodies,  votes  are 
lecessary  to  action;  absences  may  produce  inac- 
ion.  It  often  happens,  that  a  majority  of  voices 
lould  not  be  had  to  a  resolution  to  undo  or  re- 
rerse  a  thing  once  done,  which  there  would  not 
te  a  majority  of  voices  to  do. 

This  reasoning  acquires  tenfold  force  when  ap- 
tlied  to  a  complex  Glovernment  like  ours ;  that  is, 
o  a  Qovemment  distributed  into  departments, 
icting  through  different  organs,  which  must  con- 
nr  to  give  it  motion;  as,  in  our  Constitution,  the 
loose  of  Representative^  the  Senate,  and  the 
'resident. 

In  delicate  and  difficult  cases,  whether  to  issue 
n  good  or  ill.  a  suspension  of  action  is  far  more 
latural  to  sucn  aOovemment  than  action. 

It  can  hardly  Happen  that  all  the  branches  or 
larts  of  it  can  be  mfected  at  one  time  with  a 
ommon  passion,  or  disposition,  manifestly  inimi- 
al  to  justice  and  the  public  good,  as  to  prostrate 
he  public  credit  by  revoking  a  pledge  given  to 
he  creditors.  It  is  far  more  probable  that  such  a 
lisposition  should,  at  ooe  time,  possess  one  part, 
t  another  time,  another  part.  Possessing  either 
lart,  it  might  be  sufficient  to  obstruct  a  provision 
vhich  was  to  be  iflade.  Wrthont  possesnng  all 
lie  parts,  it  conld  not  subvert  one  wliich  had 
eea  made.  The  last  can  anreely  foe  supposed, 


except  in  one  of  those  extraordinary  crises  of  ha- 
tions  which  confound  all  ordinary  calculations. 

Hence  the  value  of  property  in  Public  Debt, 
which  rests  on  specified  and  competent  fimda, 
firmly  pledged  for  the  satisfliction  of  the  credkor, 
is  intrinsically  greater,  and  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent, than  that  of  property  in  Public  Debt,  whicli 
depends  on  annual  provision.  Hence,  too,  a  credi- 
tor to  whom  such  a  pledge  was  not  stipulated, 
may  be  justly  said  to  have  received  a  compeo- 
sation  for  the  relinquishment  of  a  portion  of  his 
interest. 

On  the  second  point,  it  has  been  observed,  with 
less  plausibility,  that,  in  this  country,  where  it 
would  be  to  the  advantage  <^  the  creditor  to  re- 
ceive his  principal  rather  than  a  rate  of  six  per 
cent,  interest,  the  abridgment  of  the  right  of  re* 
demption  is  of  no  value. 

1st.  The  proposition  is  not  universally  true. 

It  depends  on  the  particular  situation  of  a  credi- 
tor whether  it  be  his  interest  to  be  reimbursed 
his  principal  or  not.  It  is  believedj  owing  to  the 
impunctuality  of  collections,  that  in  no  part  of 
the  United  States  does  fhir  lending  at  private  in- 
terest, upon  real  security,  nett  six  per  cent. 

2d.  As  far  as  it  is  true,  it  does  not  authorize  the 
inference  which  is  drawn,  because  the  creditor 
cannot  demand  his  principal  when  it  suits  him, 
but  must  wait  till  it  is  convenient  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  pay.  This  convenience  might  not  exist 
till  there  was  a  fall  in  the  market  rate  of  interest, 
and  then  it  would  not  be  the  interest  of  the  credi- 
tor to  receive. 

Unable  to  exact  the  principal  when  he  pleases, 
it  is  a  material  point  gained  to  be  able  to  arrest 
the  hand  of  the  Government  from  paying  him, 
when  it  is  his  interest  not  to  receive.  It  is  evi- 
dent, that  whenever  the  rate  of  interest  to  which 
he  is  entitled,  shall  exceed  the  market  rate,  if  he 
cannot  be  obliged  to  receive  back  his  principal,  or 
take  the  market  rate,  his  stock  must  rise  in  value 
in  proportion  to  the  difference  and  degree  of  its 
duration. 

Nor,  is  an  idea  which  has  been  entertained,  just, 
that  this  advantage  is  remote  and  contingent,  to 
accrue  only  to  those  who  may  be  holders  at  the 
time  of  the  fall  of  interest,  at  the  expense  of  those 
who  were  holders  when  the  Funding  Act  passed, 
many  of  whom,  as  it  is  alleged,  being  obliged  to 
idienate  then  or  shortly  after,  suffered  loss  m  the 
sale,  fropa  the  postponement  of  a  part  of  their  in- 
terest, without  benefiting  by  the  supposed  equi^ 
valents. 

The  fairness  of  an  ec|uivalent  ou^ht  never  to 
be  tested  by  the  necessities  of  particular  indivi- 
duals. It  ought  to  be  estimated  by  the  general 
principles  of  value;  by  the  natural  and  real  opera- 
tion of  things.  Admitting,  therefore,  the  sugges- 
tion as  to  such  individuals  to  be  true,  it  would  de- 
cide nothing. 

'  But  it  is  not  true.  The  permanency  of  a  high 
rate  of  interest^  and  the  possibility  of  a  fUture 
rise  of  the  capital  above  par.  by  the  fhU  of  the 
market  rate  below  the  stipulated  rate,  were,  to 
the  first  holders  of  stock,  circumstances  of  present 
value. 
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Foreigners,  especially,  whose  purchases  would 
necessarily  influence  the  market,  would  give 
higher  prices  for  it  on  these  accoaots. 

And  when  to  this  are  added,  the  funding  of  the 
new  stock  and  the  payment  of  the  interest  quar- 
ter yearly,  there  is  soud  ground  for  entertaining 
an  opioioQ  that  the  stock  has,  from  the  earliest 
period,  borne  a  better  price  in  the  market  than 
upon  the  principle  of  an  annual  payment  of  six 
per  cent,  on  the  whole  capital  depending  upon  an 
annual  provision. 

This  opinion  would  be  confirmed,  if  we  should 
take  as  a  guide  what  actually  happened  in  one  or 
more  of  the  States  which  made  annual  provision 
for  the  payment  of  interest  upon  their  debts,  at 
the  stipulated  rate  of  six  per  cent.  With  this 
provision  the  market  price  of  their  stock  rarely 
exceeded  33^  per  centum. 

It  is  probable  that  greater  confidence  in  the 
ability  and  constancy  of  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  might  have  given  a 
greater  value  to  their  stock  in  a  like  situation. 
But  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  it  would  have 
felt,  in  a  great  degree,  a  similar  effect  of  that  situ- 
ation. 

This  may  not  appear  with  respect  to  the  small 
amount  of  unsubscribed  Debt  now  to  be  provided 
for,  and  with  the  advantage  of  a  confirmation  of 
confidence  by  experience]  but  it  could  not  have 
failed  to  have  been  very  apparent,  if  the  whole 
Debt  had  been  provided  for  on  this  plan. 

These  observations  serve  to  render  it  probable 
that  the  creditors  who  have  accepted  the  terms 
ofiiered  by  the  Government,  have  not  been  injured 
by  the  acceptance;  that,  if  they  had  now  an 
option  to  change  their  ground  for  that  which  is 
now  proposed  fot*  non-subscribers,  it  would  be  an 
ill-judged  choice  in  them  to  do  it;  and  that, upon 
these,  as  well  as  other  accounts,  they  will  have  no 
cause  to  be  dissatisfied  with  -tne  proposal  under 
consideration. 

Let  it  be  added,  that,  whether  the  non-subscri- 
bers .^hall  fare  better  or  not  by  that  proposal  than 
the  subscribers,  it  is  the  interest  of  all  the  public 
creditors,  upon  principle  and  precedent,  that  the 
public  faith  should  be  preserved  towards  those 
non-subscribers. 

But,  at  the  same  time,  every  consideration  con- 
nected with  the  question  mges  that  nothing  more 
should  be  done  for  non-subscribers  than  is  posi- 
tively due  to  good  faith.  Accordingly,  the  propo- 
sition contemplates  that  their  debt  shall  not  be 
funded,  but  that  provision  shall  he  annually  made. 

With  regturd  to  arrears  of  interest,  a  tenth  part 
cmly  is  proposed  to  be  paid  on  the  first  of  Janua- 
ry, 1796.  At  this  rate  they  would  be  paid  off  in 
ten  years. 

in  strictness,  they  ought  to  be  immediately  dis- 
charged. But,  to  have  done  this  on  the  whole 
Debt,  would  have  been  impracticable;  to  do  it  on 
what  now  remains  unsubscribed,  would  not  only 
be  unequal,  but  would,  at  the  present  moment, 
obstruct  arrangements  which  are  conducive  to 
the  general  interests  of  the  creditors.  The  state 
of  the  Treasury  in  sueceediiig  years  vrill  enable 
Congress  to  decide  how  for  the  payment  can  be 


accelerated.  In  the  mean  time,  the  crcfiton 
have  an  option  to  separate  these  arrears  from  tk 

Erinciiwl,  and  to  fund  them  at  three  percesi..ai 
as  been  done  generally  with  re^rd  to  interat 
The  case  of  a  large  arrear  interest,  arinu 
from  the  inability  of  a  former  Government,  whin 
is  the  present  case,  is  liable  to  some  peculiar  coa- 
siderations. 

A  difference  is  made  in  the  special  case  of  Ute 
Loan  Office  certificates,  which,  by  contract,  m 
entitled  to  interest  of  six  per  cent,  on  the  nomi- 
nal principd,  redeemable  only  by  pa3rment  of  & 
specie  principal. 

This  is  too  disadvantageous  a  footing  for  dit 
Government. 

The  alternative  most  convenient  at  this  time, 
is  to  pay  off  the  Debt,  which  is  proposed.  To 
elude  this  contract,  would  be  to  sacrifice  a  reiT 
great  principle  to  a  very  little  interest. 

The  amount  will  be  seen  in  the  statement  A. 

Remarks  on  the  Second  Proporiiion. 

The  certificates,  or  bills  of  credit,  called  new 
emission  money,  were  emitted  pursuant  to  a  reso- 
lution of  Congress,  of  the  18tb  of  March,  HStt, 
which  directs  them  to  be  emitted  upon  the  fan<b 
of  individual  States,  to  bear  an  interest  of  Gn 
per  centum  per  annum,  payable  in  specie,  at  die 
redemption  of  the  bills;  or,  at  the  election  of  the 
holder,  annually,  at  the  Continental  Loan  Office, 
in  sterling  bills,  drawn  by  the  United  States  upoi 
their  Commissioners  in  Europe,  and  pledges  ^ 
faiih  of  the  United  States  for  the  payment  of  the 
said  bills,  in  case  any  State  on  whose  fundi  thef 
shdhld  be  emitted,  should,  by  the  events  of  wai, 
be  rendered  incapable  to  redeem  them ;  directiat 
also,  an  endorsement  to  be  made  upon  each  biu, 
in  these  words:  "The  United  States  insure  the 
payment  of  the  within  bill,  and  will  draw  bills  of 
exchange  for  the  interest,  annually,  if  demanded, 
according  to  a  resolution  of  Congress,  of  the  18th 
of  March,  1780." 

These  resolutions,  and  the  endorsement  i^mo 
the  bills,  engage  the  absolute  promise  of  tJie 
United  States  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  in- 
definitely, and  their  eventual  guarantee  oS  tlw 

Erincipai,  in  case  any  State  on  whose  funds  the 
ills  should  be  emitted,  should,  by  the  eveob  « 
war,  be  rendered  incapable  to  redeem  them; 
which  is,  in  effect,  thou^  not  in  form,  an  abM- 
lute  guarantee  of  the  principal,  for  the  Uaiied 
States  are  bound  to  pay  the  interest  perpetualtf 
till  that  is  discharged. 

Good  iaith  demands  that  the  United  Suae> 
should  supply  the  omissions  of  the  States  whiek 
issued  the  bills,  by  providing  themselves,  at  leisL 
for  the  interest  upon  them. 

But  it  is  not  as  easy  to  pronounce  on  whu 
terms  they  ought  to  be  proviaed  for. 

On  their  face,  and  according  to  the  unrevoked 
resolutions  of  Cong[ress,  they  are  of  specie  value- 
equal  to  their  nominal  amount,  and  bearing  fi"' 
per  cent,  interest. 

But  it  is  known  that  they  were  issued  bjr  dif- 
ferent States, at  different  values, fixed  bTpreriow 
laws.   The  true  nature  of  the  contract,  therefore. 
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a  fact,  and  the  true  equity  of  the  case,  are,  from 
ikeae  circumstances,  iuTolred  in  some  question. 

A  compromise,  hy  a  new  agreement,  seems  the 
Mst  road  out  of  the  difficulty. 

This  is  the  aim  of  the  proposition,  which,  it  is 
loped,  will,  in  the  main,  reascnuibly  coinsiut  all 
nterests. 

There  have  been  special  references  of  this  sub- 
ject to  the  Secretary,  but  he  purposely  declined  a 
"eport  till  the  expiration  of  the  term  limited  by  the 
ict,  entitled  "  An  act  relative  to  claims  a^inst  the 
United  States,  not  barred  by  any  act  of  limitation, 
md  which  ha7enotbeenalreadyadjusted,"passed 
he  12th  of  February,  1793,  had  obviated  a  danger 
:o  which  the  business  was  exposed.  It  is  now  as- 
:ertained  that  the  amount  for  wbich  the  United 
States  shall  be  in  future  liable,  is  ninety  thousand 
ive  hundred  and  seventy-four  dollars.  The  sums 
lubscribed  to  the  Loan,  will,  of  course,  be  a  charge 
^inst  the  States  which  Tespeetively  issued  the 

Remark*  on  the  Tliird  FnyposiHon. 

The  payment  of  interest  and  instalments  of  prin- 
:ipal  01  our  foreign  Debt,  in  the  countries  wnere 
t  was  contracted,  is  found  by  experience  to  be  at- 
ended  with  difficulty,  embarrassment,  some  loss, 
ind  a  degree  of  casualty  which  occasionally  puts  in 
eopardy  the  national  credit.  Loans  for  reim- 
)ursement  must  be  made  before-hand,  as  the  mar- 
cet  suits,  and  necessarily  involve  double  interrst 
or  a  greater  or  less  time.  The  procuring  of  bills 
0  be  remitted  for  payment  of  interest,  cannot  be 
lepended  upon  in  comcidence  with  the  periods  of 
»yment,  which,  eo-opentting  with  distance,  ren- 
ters inconvenient  anticipations  necessary. 

The  remitting  in  commodities  would  he  liable 
o  other  casualties,  and  to  some  peculiar  objec- 
ions;  and  whatever  mode  be  adopted,  it  may  be 
reqtiently  not  practicable  to  deposite  in  seas<m 
he  necessary  funds  on  the  spot,  without  great  sa' 
iriGces.  If,  therefore,  the  place  of  these  payments 
:ould^  with  consent  of  the  creditors,  upon  an  equit- 
ble  indemnification  to  them  for  tne  transl'er,  be 
hanged  to  the  United  States^  the  operation  would 
le,  in  various  lights,  beneficial.  It  has  occurred 
hat  the  present  posture  of  the  affairs  of  Europe 
night  favor  a  [dan  of  this  kind,  and  perhaps  pro- 
luce  some  collateral  advantages.  Under  this  idea, 
lD  experiment  is  proposed.  The  promised  aug- 
nentation  of  interest  is  intended  as  an  indemnifi' 
iatioQ  for  the  expense  and  hazard  of  agencies  in 
his  country,  delays  in  remittuice,  inconrenience 
if  distant  n^;otiation,  renunciation  of  the  facilities 
rhich  attend  the  receipt  of  interest  at  hom&  risks 
>f  loss  by  exchange,  wc.j  and  is  calculated  on  a 
iberal  scale^  in  onler  to  induce  an  acceptance  of 
he  proposition. 

If,  instead  of  an  increeue  of  interest,  the  option 
pf  an  equivalent  be  given,  by  way  of  premium,  in 
tock  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent.,  it  would 
lave  attractions  for  certain  creditors,  and  would 
acilitate  the  success  of  the  measure.  On  strict 
alculation,  the  equivalent  would  be  six  dollars 
nd  fifty-eight  cents  per  100  dollars  of  the  princi- 
al  subscrilKd.   It  is  not  perceived  that  the  inter- 


ests of  the  United  States  could  suffer  by  allowing 
the  alternative.  The  fixing  of  the  rate  of  interest, 
by  postponing  thereimbursement  to  the  year  1818. 
would  also  w  a  powerful  inducement  And  till 
the  period  of  reimbursement  arrives,  any  surplus 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  which  may  exist  can  be  in- 
vested in  purchases,  so  as  to  prevent  tne  prc^press 
of  the  fund  being  arrested. 

It  could  not  be  necessary  to  observe,  except  for 
the  sake  of  dispelling  jealousy  or  apprehension  on 
the  part  of  the  creditors,  that,  while  the  plan  is  in 
experiment,  and  afterwards,  with  r^^ard  to  all 
who  do  not  embrace'  it,  everything  is  to  proceed 
as  heretofore,  and  as  the  contracts' respeetmg  the 
debt  require. 

The  auxiliary  projposition  of  giving  power  to 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  remit 
certificates  for  sale,  is  founded  upon  a  belief  that  ■ 
this  operation  will  sometimes  be  practicable,  where 
direct  loans  cannot  be  effected,  and  will  be  occa- 
sionally amore  beneficial  mode  of  remittance  than 
by  bills  of  exchange. 

Remark  on  the  f\ntrih  ProposUion. 

The  object  of  this  proposition  is  to  give  moral 
certainty  to  the  adequeteness  of  the  fund  for  pay- 
ing the  interest  ufoa  the  Debt,  and  for  its  ultimate 
redemption,  making  a  reasonable  allowance  for  the 
casualties  to  which  it  is  exposed. 

Remarks  on  the  Fi^th  Propoeitiotu 

There  is  no  :>entiment  which  can  better  deserve 
the  serious  attention  of  the  legislators  of  a  country, 
than  the  one  expressed  in  the  Speech  of  the  Presi- 
dent, which  indicates  the  danger  to  evoy  Govern- 
ment from  the  progressive  accumulation  of  debt 

A  tendency  to  it  is,  perh^M,  the  natural  disease 
of  all  Governments ;  and  it  u  not  easv  to  conceive 
any  thing  more  likely  than  this  to  lead  to  great 
and  convulsive  revolutions  of  empire. 

On  the  one  hand,  the  exigencies  of  a  nation, 
creating'  new  causes  of  expenditure,  as  well  from 
its  own,  as  from  the  ambition,  rapacity,  injustice 
intemperance,  and  folly,  of  other  nations,  proce^ed 
in  increasing  and  rapid  succession.  On  tne  other, 
there  is  a  general  propensity  in  those  who  ad- 
minister the  afiairs  of  a  Government,  founded  in 
the  constitution  of  man,  to  shift  off  the  burden 
from  the  present  to  a  future  day — a  propensity 
which  may  be  expected  to  be  strong  in  propcn^ 
tioD  as  the  form  of  a  State  is  poiralar. 

To  extinguish  a  debt  which  exists,  and  to  avoid 
the  contracting  more,  are  ideas  always  &vored  by 
public  feeling  and  opinion;  but  to  i»y  taxes  for 
the  one  or  the  other  purpose,  which  are  the  only 
means  avoiding  the  evil,  is  always,  moreorleai, 
unpopular.  These  contradictions  are  in  human 
nature;  and  happy,  indeed,  would  be  the  lot  of  a 
country  that  should  ever  want  men  ready  to  turn 
them  to  the  account  of  their  own  popularity,  or  to 
some  other  sinister  account. 

Hence,  it  is  no  uncommon  spectacle  to  see  the 
same  men  clamoring  for  occasions  of  expense, 
when  they  happen  to  be  in  unison  with  the  pre- 
sent humor  of  the  community,  whether  well  or  tU 
directed,  declaiming  against  a  jpublic  Debt,  and  for 
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tke  tedooUou  of  it  as  on  eUtraet  thesis;  ret  re- 
honeBt  againnt  erery  pUd  of  tazatton  which  is 

Sroposed  to  discharge  old  debts,  or  to  avoid  new,  hy 
efrayiog  ezpenses  of  exigencies  as  they  emerge. 
These  UDbaodsome  arts  throw  artificial  embar- 
rassment in  the  way  of  the  administration  of  a 
QoverDmen,t,  and,  co-operatiog  with  the  desire 
■which  they  themselves  are  too  apt  to  feel  to  con- 
ciliate public  favor,  by  declining  to  lay  even  ne- 
cessary burdens,  or  with  the  fear  of  losing  it,  by 
imposing  them  with  firmness,  serve  to  promote 
the  accumulation  of  Debt,  by  leaving  that  which 
exists  without  adequate  provision  for  its  reim- 
bursement, and  by  preventing  the  levying,  with 
energy,  new  taxes,  when  new  occasions  of  expense 
occur.  The  consequence  is,  that  the  Public  Debt 
swells  till  its  magnitude  becomes  enormous,  and 
the  burdens  of  the  peojple  gxadnally  increase,  till 
their  weight  becomes  mtoCerable.  Of  such  a  state 
GdT  things,  great  disorders  in  the  whole  political 
eoonomy,  coBTttlsions  and  rerolntionsof  QoTern- 
ment,  are  a  natural  offspring. 

There  can  be  no  more  sacred  obligation,  then, 
on  the  public  agents  of  a  nation,  than  to  guard, 
with  provident  foresight  and  inflexible  persever- 
ance  against  so  mischievous  a  result.  True  pa- 
triotism and  genuine  policy  cannot,  it  is  respect- 
fully OTesumed,  be  better  demonstrated  by  tnose 
ot  the  United  States,  at  the  present  juncture,  than 
by  improving,  efficaciously,  the  very  favorable  sit- 
uation in  which  they  stand,  for  extinguishing, 
with  reasonable  celerity,  the  actual  Debt  of  the 
country,  and  for  laying  tne  foundation  of  a  system 
which  may  shield  jpKMterity  from  the  consequences 
of  the  asnal  improvidence  and  selfishness  «  itsan- 
eetlOTs,  and -which,  if  possible,  may  give  immor- 
tality to  pnblie  credit. 

Fortonately  fat  the  first  object,  the  circnm- 
Mnees  in  oar  foreign  afiairs,  which,  during  the 
last  session,  impelled  to  an  ^tension  of  the  na- 
tional revenues,  have  left  little  more  to  do  than  to 
afmjy  theexisting  means  with  decisimand  efficacy. 

The  second  object  will  depend  on  the  establish- 
ment of  wise  pnneiples  in  the  application,  fitted 
to  become  a  permanent  precedent  m  the  fiscal  sys- 
tem of  the  country. 

The  first  report  of  the  Secretary  on  the  subject 
of  the  Public  Debt,  of  the  9th  of  January,  1790, 
suggests  the  idea  of  "incorporatinff,  as  a  funda- 
mental maxim  in  the  system  of  ptiDlie  credit  of 
the  United  Sutes,  that  the  creatim  of  Debt  should 
always  be  accompanied  with  the  means  of  extiu- 
Miiriiment;  diat  this  is  the  true  secret  forrender- 
iDg  pnUic  credit  immortal,  and  that  it  is  difficult 
to  conceire  a  sitimtion  in  which  there  may  not  be 
■n  adherence  to  the  maxim;"  and  it  expresses 
"an  unfeigned  solicitude,  that  this  may  be  at- 
tempted by  the  United  States,  and  that  they  may 
commence  their  measures  for  the  estaUishment  of 
credit  with  the  observance  of  it."  * 

«  U  b  uDderAood  Ihu  Um  Pftrllunent  of  Great  Briialn  taaa,  wlih 
In  th«  tut  four  7«ara,  fcrmallr  Mlopud  saasundlng  rale,  th«  prin 
ciple  of  iDcorpmoiog,  wtth  iw  emtion  of  UaH,  ihe  mmnm  oi  vz- 
tinguUuDAau  How  much  nuler  mum,  Ibe  ei««iU<ui  of  this  Im- 
poAun  prtnelple  be  to  lb*  Unttad  StMM,  tiMn  to  >  nation  whtcfc, 
bfaw  h  baoa,  had  »  Mapty  Mongafmi  iu  nnwccs.  Lh  Hie 
Ualud  SWM^em  tow  to  MM,  bnirf^ 
M  loog  H  pR»M«u  •  pneMdan. 


No  opportunity  has  been  lost  br  die  Seemiry 
as  far  as  he  could  etmtiibute  to  the  event,  to  re- 
duce this  principle  to  practice;  and  impoiliii 
steps  towards  it  have  been,  from  time  to  tim, 
taken  by  the  Legislatnre. 

But  much  remains  to  be  done  to  give  it  fallt^ 
feet.  The  present  state  of  things  encourages  uri 
invites  to  toe  consummation  of  the  plan.  And 
the  Secretary,  about  to  leave  the  office  be  hoUs. 
feels  it  a  ueculiar  duty  to  make  a  final  eSim  ti 
promote  that  invalaable  end. 

This  is  the  object  of  the  fiflh  proposition,  aided 
by  the  preliminary  provisions  of  the  4th.  Thii 
proposition '  aims  at  two  principal  points:  1.  Te 
constitute  a  fund  sufficient,  in  every  suppoaUt 
event,  for  extinguishing  the  whole  of  the  pmeK 
Debt  of  the  United  States,  foreign  and  doeieMie. 
in  a  period  not  exceeding  thirty  years.  3.  Tob 
its  destination  nnehangeably,  by  not  only  appropri- 
ating it  permanently,  under  the  direction  «  Coo- 
missioners,  and  vesting  it  in  them  as  property  ii 
trust,  but  by  making  its  faithful  application  a  put 
of  the  contract  with  the  creditors. 

As  to  the  first  point:  If  the  temporary  dutran 
imports  be  rendered  permanent,  the  annual  resa- 
vation  of  six  millions  of  dollars  postponed;  and  if 
the  additional  appropriations  which  are  proposed 
be  made  to  the  Sinking  Fund;  li^  intended  foRt 
will  not  only  be  equal  to  the  effect  meant  to  be 
produced,  but  it  may  be  hoped  that  there  is  scarcely 
a  casualty  which  can  reasonably  be  taken  iuD 
calculation,  foreign  war  not  excepted,  which  will 
occasion  a  deficiency  in  the  fund. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  duties  onimiMKtsaad 
tonnage,  and  upon  doivestic  distilled  sj^ritsu^ 
stills,  estimateo  now  to  amount  to  $6,079,418  S6, 
besides  the  dividends  on  Kmk  stock,andtheitHB 
which  now  compose  the  Sinking  Fund,  vill  (In 
be  appropriated,  primarily,  to  the  interest  ii[»b  As 
Public  Debt,  and  to  the  Sinking  Fund ;  whicb,  to- 
gether, including  the  deferred  stock,  will  demani 
permanently,  from  that  revenue,  $4,373,836  OJ- 
little  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  funds  from  whi« 
they  arise.  An  expectation  may  be  indulged,  thit 
even  foreign  war,  making  due  allowance  forwhit 
will  always  be  practicable,  through  neutral  Pow- 
ers, would  not  occasion  a  defalcation  in  the  nn- 
nues  greater  than  the  difference.  This  corapetaiei 
of  the  fund  is  an  essential  idea.  The  fulfilment « 
the  object,  as  far  as  the  uncertainty  of  humaaalfw 
will  permit,  ought  to  be  superior  to  casually-  , 

The  necessity  of  a  reliance  on  anxUtary  pn^ 
sions,  always  precarious  in  those  situations  «uu 
affect  the  productiveness  of  the  public  rerean^ 
ought  to  be,  as  far  as  practicable,  superseded  Iff 
the  ample  nature  of  the  provision. 

As  to  the  second  point :  The  intent  i-*-  to  '^ciut 
by  all  the  sanctions  of  which  the  subject  is  f"*" 
ceptible,  an  inviolate  application  of  the  fund,  ^^ 
cording  to  its  destination.  No  expedients  nwrf 
powerful  can  be  devised  for  this  purpose,  than  ^ 
clothe  it  with  the  character  of  private  propertf 
and  to  engage  absolutely  the  faitn  of  the 
ment  by  making  the  application  of  it  to  the  oop- 

I  a  ^rt  of  the  contract  with  the  creditors. 
Bat  ia  this  necessary? 
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Its  necessity  rests  on  these  cogent  reasons:  The 
nviolable  application  ofan  adequate  Sinking  Fuod 
s  the  only  practicable  security  against  an  escess- 
.ve  accumulation  of  Debt,  and  the  essential  basis 
if  a  permanent  national  credit. 

Ex^rieoce  has  shown,  in  countries  the  diost 
itientive  to  the  principles  of  credit,  that  a  simple 
ippropnation  of  the  Sinking  Fand  is  not  a  com- 
pete barrier  against  its  being  direrted,  when  im- 
nediate  exigencies  press.  The  causes  which  have 
>eeD  stated  with  another  view,  tempt  the  adinin- 
strators  of  Gtovemment  to  lay  hold  of  this  resource 
"ather  than  resort  to  new  taxes.  This  indicates 
:he  utility  of  endeavoring  to  give,  by  additional 
sanctions,  inviolability  to  the  fund. 

But,  will  those  proposed  answer  the  end? 

They  are  the  most  efficacious  that  can  be  im- 
igined,  and  they  are  likely  to  be  entirely  effica- 
;ious.  Thejr  cannot  be  disregarded,  without,  by 
jreacb  of  faith  and  contract,  destroying  credit; 
Lnd,  at  a  juncture,  too,  when  it  is  most  inaispensa- 
>le.  The  emergencies  which  induce  a  diversioa 
if  the  fund,  are  those  in  which  loans,  and,  conse- 
Loently,  credit,  are  most  needed. 

But  wilt  it  be  safe  to  put  the  fund  so  entirely 
>ut  of  the  command  of  the  Government?  May 
liere  not  be  situations  in  which  the  command  of 
t  may  be  requisite  to  the  safety  of  the  State  ? 

This  is  not  conceivable.  The  amount  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  will,  in  the  situations  which  create 
ixtraordinary  demands  for  money,  be  always  in- 
ronsiderable,  compared  even'  with  a  single  year's 
!Xpenditure.  The  current  revenues  ofa  nation 
lo  not,  in  such  cases,  suffice.  Plunder  or  credit 
nust  supply  the  deficiency.  The  first  presup- 
>oses  a  subversion  of  all  social  order.  Tne  sec- 
tnd  will  find  its  best  support  and  greatest  efficacy 
n  adhering  steadily  to  the  principles  of  such  a 
und.  An  annuity  of  seven  dollars  will  pay  the 
nterest  upon,  and  discharge  a  capital  of  one  hun- 
Ired  dollars,  bearing  six  per  cent,  interest,  in  tbir- 
y-  three  and  a  third  years,  nearly.  The  situation 
)f  a  country  must  be  not  a  little  exhausted,  if  it 
tannot  create  yearly,  by  new  revenues,  during  the 
!ontinuance  ofa  foreign  war,  an  annuity  on  the 
ibove  scale,  sufficient  to  fund  the  loans,  of  which 
t  may  stand  in  need.  Ten  millions  of  dollars  will, 
vith  order  and  economy,  maintain,  in  this  coun- 
ry,  an  army  of  fifty  thousand  men,  for  a  year. 
I lewing  our  geographical  position,  is  there  a  pros- 
yect  of  any  war  expensive  beyond  this  ratio?  If 
lot,  an  annuity  of  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
realed  each  year  of  the  war,  would  suffice.  But 
t  would  be  wise,  in  i^uch  an  event,  to  carry  taxa- 
ion,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  full  extent  of  the 
.bility  of  the  State,  which  would  proportionably 
ontract  the  necessity  for  borrowing^  and  conse- 
[uently,  the  extent  of  the  annuities  necessary  for 
oans. 

If  a  nation  can  find  embarrassment  in  creating 
he  revenues  requisite  on  this  scale,  it  must  arise 
rom  her  hnvlng  reached  a  stage  wnen,  from  the 
leglectof  ttic  principle  now  inculcated,  the  mass 
if  her  Debt  has  become  so  enormous  as  to  strain 
ler  facultic.-"  in  order  to  make  a  provision  for  it. 

The  United  States  are  in  a  situation  altogether 
Sd  CoH. — 14 


difierent.  An  inspection  of  the  list  of  their  reve- 
nues discovers  that  they  have  a  large  field  of  re- 
source unexplored.  Their  youth,  and  large  tracts 
of  unsettled  lands,  and  lands  in  the  infancy  of  im- 
provement, assure  them  a  great  and  rapid  increase 
of  means.  Even  their  actual  revenues,  without 
additions,  must,  with  the  progress  of  the  country, 
considerably  increase.  And,  though  war  may  in- 
terrupt,  the  temporary  interroption  oeing  removed 
by  the  restoration  of  peace,  their  increasing  pro- 
ductiveness, suspended  for  a  time,  must  restime 
its  vigor  and  growth.  In  a  given  number  of  yean, 
a  considerable  augmentation  is  certain. 

The  Government  of  this  country  may,  there- 
fore, adopt,  fearless  of  future  embarrassment,  a 

firinciple  which,  being  adopted,  will  ultimately 
urnisn  resources  for  future  exigencies,  without  an 
increase  of  burden  to  the  community. 

To  explain  this  last  idea:  It  will  readily  be  per- 
ceived, tnat  the  funds  pledt^ed  for  paying  the  in- 
terest, and  sinking  the  principal  ofa  portion  of 
the  Debt  existing  or  created  at  a  particular  time, 
will,  within  a  certain  period,  extinguish  that  por- 
tion of  Debt. 

They  will  then  be  liberated,  and  will  be  ready 
for  any  future  nse,  either  to  defray  current  ezpeno* 
itures,  or  be  the  Wis  of  new  loans,  as  circum- 
stances may  dictate.  And,  after  a  course  of  time, 
it  is  a  reasonable  presumption,  that  the  funds,  so 
successively  liberated,  will  be  adequate  to  new  ex- 
igencies, as  they  occur. 

Moreover,  the  last  clause  of  the  proposition  au- 
thorizes the  deriving  aid  from  the  Sinxing  Fund 
for  new  loans,  whenever  the  state  of  the  fund  ad- 
mits of  it,  consistently  with  the  accomplishment 
of  its  purposes ;  that  is,  when  it  is  sufficient — 1st, 
to  make  good  the  payments  on  account  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  Debt,  as  they  accrue ;  2d,  to  purc&aM 
in  the  market  all  that  part  of  the  Public  Debts  of 
which  there  is  no  stipulation  of  payment  by  instal- 
ment, (as  the  three  per  cent,  stoci)  within  a  pe- 
riod of  thirty  years. 

This,  while  it  secures  the  extinction  of  the  ex- 
isting Debt,  ^thin  a  reasonable  term,  by  prevent- 
ing too  ^at  a  proportion  of  the  puolic  revenue 
from  being  tied  up  by  the  Sinking  Fund,  gives 
due  weight  to  the  consideration  ofproviding  for 
future  emergencies. 

The  same  consideration  has  governed  in  pro- 
posing, (instead  of  the  appropriation  of  a  definite 
sum  out  of  the  revenue  from  imports  and  tonnage 
which,  in  certain  years,  will  be  greater  than  vnll 
be  permanently  necessary)  that  the  sum  to  be  ap- 
plied out  of  that  revenue  shall  be  so  much,  from 
year  to  year,  as,  with  the  other  items  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  will  suffice  for  the  object.  It  has  like- 
wise influenced  in  postponing  the  redemption  of 
that  stock  which  stands  to  the  credit  of  certain 
States,  in  consequence  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
missioners for  settlement  of  accounts. 

Every  system  of  public  credit  must  assume  it  as 
a  fundamental  principle,  that  the  resources  of  the 
country  are  equal  to  its  probable  exiij^encies,  and 
that  it  will  possess  ability  to  pay  the  debts  which 
it  contracts.  If  this  be  so,  there  is  no  cans;  to  hes- 
itate about  the  inviolable  appropriation  of  funds  to 
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the  eztinctiOD  of  an  existing  Debt,  within  no  less 
a  term  than  thirtjr  ^ears. 

Indeed,  as  before  intimated,  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  the  resources  of  a  credit^  built  upon  a  found-' 
ation  so  solid  as  that  which  is  recommended, 
will  more  than  replace,  even  in  the  earliest  stages 
of  our  affairs,  the  use  of  the  additional  funds 
withdrawn  from  the  command  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  effect  it,  and,  in  the  eventual  operation 
will  give  a  more  abundant  command  of  funds, 
than  It  can  otherwise  have.  The  successive  lib- 
eration of  the  revenues,  successively  pledged,  af- 
ter accomplbhing  their  object,  will  aiford  re* 
sources  that  mar  almost  be  said  to  be  tne^dianst- 
ible. 

It  should  be  recollected,  too,  that  the  public  ar- 
rangements may,  ander  a  great  pressure,  antici- 

Sate  the  approaching  period  of  such  a  liberation, 
Y  intermediate  temporary  loans,  to  be  replaced 
by  those  funds  when  they  are  free. 

This  proposition  exemplifies,  as  to  the  past,  the 
nature  of  tae  maxim  which  has  been  supposed 
capable  of  giving  immortality  to  credit,  namely, 
that,  with  tne  creation  of  debt,  should  be  incor- 
porated the  means  of  extinguishment;  which 
means  are  two-fold:  1.  The  establishing,  at  the 
time  of  contracting  a  debt,  funds  for  the  reim- 
bursement of  the  principal,  as  well  as  for  the 
payment  of  interest  withm  a  determinate  period. 
2.  The  making  it  a  part  of  the  contract,  that  the 
fund,  80  established,  shaU  be  inviolably  applied  to 
the  object. 

It  is  believed  that  it  would  be  happy  for  the 
United  States,  if  Congress  would  adopt  this  prin- 
ciple as  a  rule  in  all  iuture  loans,  never  to  be  de- 
psLTted  from:  and  a  good  evidence  of  thLi  deter- 
mination will  be,  to  apply  it  to  the  past. 

This  would  be,  at  the  same  time,  an  antidote 
against  what  may  be  pronounced'^e  most  plausi- 
ble objections  to  the  system  of  funding  public 
debts;  which  are,  that,  by  facilitating  the  means 
of  supporting  expense,  they  encourage  to  enter- 
prises which  produce  it;  and,  by  furnishing  in 
credit  a  substitute  for  revenue,  hkely  to  be  too 
freely  used,  to  avoid  the  odium  of  laying  new 
taxes,  they' occasion  a  tendency  to  run  in  debt. 
Though  these  objections  to  Funding  Systems, 
which,  giving  the  greatest  possible  energy  to  pub- 
lic credit,  are  a  great  source  of  national  security, 
strength,  and  prosperity,  are  very  similar  to  those 
which  speculative  men  urge  against  national  and 
individual  opulence,  drawn  from  its  abuses;  and 
though,  perhaps,  upon  a  careful  analysis  of  facts, 
they  would  be  found  to  hare  much  less  support 
in  them  than  is  imagined,  attributing  to  those  sys- 
tems effec^  which  are  to  be  ascribed,  more  truly, 
to  the  passions  of  men,  and  perhaps  to  the  genius 
of  particular  Governments^  yet,  as  they  are  not 
wholly  unfounded,  it  is  desirable  to  guard,  as  far 
as  possible,  against  the  daneers  which  they  sup- 
pose, without  renouncing  the  advantages  which 
these  systems  undoubtedly  afford. 

It  will  readily  be  seen,  that  the  maxim  of 
making  concurrent  provision  for  the  principal  as 
well  as  interest,  in  the  act  of  contracting  debt,  if, 
by  precedent  and  habit,  it  can  be  rendered  a  rule 


of  administration,  by  implicating  a  greitn  »• 
tion  of  the  revenne  in  every  such  opeiation  ua 
would  be  requisite  for  a  mere  provision  tot  intt- 
rest,  will  control  proportionably  the  dispodtioiiiD 
defer  the  burden  to  fumrity,  and  create  a  gMKr 
necessity  for  circumspection  in  incaning  o- 
pense. 

It  is,  probably,  the  true  expedient  for  anitiut 
due  regard  to  the  present  accommodation  of  it 
community,  with  a  due  care  not  to  oTerbnnki 
posterity — the  fuU  energy  of  public  credit,  rii 
a  salutary  restraint  upon  the  abuses  of  it 

To  this  explanation  of  the  general  principUs* 
the  fifth  proposition,  it  may  be  proper  to  tH 
some  brief^  notes  on  particular  parts  of  it 

It  is  proposed  that  the  redemption  of  the  {se- 
ent  six  per  cent,  stock  shall  commence  on  the  Is 
of  January,  1796.  This  time  of  eommencemoi 
is  recommended  by  several  reasons:  1.  It  ik^ 
to  be  such  as  to  admit  of  sufficient  notice  to  » 
tant  creditors.  2.  It  will  ftror  order,  todMttk 
commencement  at  every  new  pecuniary  op» 
tion,  where  there  is  an  option,  and  no  puww 
reason  to  the  contrary,  with  the  commeocanw 
of  the  natural  year.  3.  The  moment  of  Mymem 
presupposes  that  the  annuity  to  be  paid  nas  it» 
ally  accrued,  which  will  not  be  the  case  till  w 
end  of  the  present  year.  4.  The  small  daay.i! 
not  forcing  the  means,  will  facilitate  the  fiKoit 
execution.  . . 

It  is  a  part  of  the  plan  to  make  provision  w 
reimbursing  the  remaming  instalments  of  the  tm 
million  Loan,  had  of  the  Bank  of  theUiuw 
States,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  incorporatioD.  T» 
preceding  instalments  have  been  reimboried  M 
of  the  proceeds  of  Foreign  Loans.  This  lesoffltt 
cannot,  in  future,  be  relied  upon ;  and,  for  Midii 
purpose,  it  is  not  as  eligible  as  a  dcffiusliew- 
though  circumstances  have  hitherto  dictated  i 
recurrence  to  it.  By  making  the  dirideads  h 
the  stock  auxiliary  for  this  purpose  tothereraw 
from  taxes,  the  object  is  effected  with  little  nw 
than  half  the  sum  from  that  revenue;  and,  in  « 
end,  a  fund  is  formed  from  the  dividends,  wbwt 
with  a  small  addition,  suffices  for  the  redempli» 
of  the  deferred  stock.  As  these  instalments  ib 
yearly  falling  due,  and  must  be,  as  they  accrue.  1 
is  essential  tnat  a  provision  for  them  be  coDte^ 
plated  in  the  general  arrangement  requisite  iot» 
completion  of  our  system  of  credit._  ThereK. 
perhaps,  no  easy  alternative  to  what  is  propo» 
except  the  sale  of  the  stock.  But  waiving  oUB 
weignty  considerations  against  such  a  measni^ 
is,  in  the  view  of  a  true  economy,  liaUe  »  * 
most  solid  objections. 

It  is  morally  certain,  that  the  dividends  on  * 
stock  will  increase,  and  the  value  of  the  capi» 
from  this  and  collateral  causes,  more  than  pff- 
portionably.  There  is  no  momentarj-  ai^nfy" 
induce  the  relinquishment  of  this  foture  adi* 
tage.  To  sell  at  present,  would  be  to  abanw 
the  difference  without  necessity.   It  cannoi « 


greater  reveuue,  muii  cau  wj^reauccu 

proceeds  of  a  sale,  ho*ever  invested ;  and  ww* 
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has  aa  iaherent  tendeocr  to  future  augm«itatioti. 
The  measure,  too,  would  be  to  renouuce,  or  les- 
sen, a  most  coDTenieDt  resource  for  forming  the 
redeeming  fund  of  the  deferred  stock. 

It  is  proposed  to  carry  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  the  Western  lauds  to  the  SiDkingFund.  This 
is  to  execute  the  intention  of  the  Funding  Act, 
which  has  not  orgaDized  the  mode  of  applica- 
tion }  and  it  has  the  advantage  of  combining^  in 
one  systenl,  all  the  provisions  for  extioguiwug 

It  is  proposed  that  all  surplusses  of  revenue 
shall,  at  a  certain  time,  be  carried  to  the  use-  of 
the  Sinking  Fund.  This  is  to  extend  and  give 
effect  to  a  principle  which  has  already  received 
the  Legislative  sanction.  It  was  necessary  to  fix 
a  time  when  the  appropriation  of  the  surplus 
should  become  absolute,  and  that  this  should  be 
consistent' with  a  due  opportunity  to  provide  for 
she  exigencies  of  the  puolic  service.  Both  these 
considerations  have  been  coiuulted.  This  mea- 
sure has,  besides^eference  to  a  more  speedy  re- 
demption of  the  Debt  thui  it  app«ar8  prudent  to 
attempt  by  an  absolute  appropriation  oi  more  ex- 
tensive funds.  And  the  tegisLators  of  to-da:|^  would 
be  entitled  to  the  lasting 'gratitude  of  their  coun- 
try, if  they  would  extend  this  auxiliary  resource, 
by  all  the  means  which  are  consistent  with'a 
due  regard  to  the  present  accommodation  of  their 
coDstitueiits. 

It  is  proposed  to  authorize  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Sinkmf?  Fund  to  provide,  by  new  loaos,  for 
the  reimburat:msDt  of  the  instaimtints  which,  from 
time  tu  time,  accrue.  This  is  on  the  ground,  that 
it  is  essential  to  the  perfection  of  the  system  of 
redemption,  that  all  the  means  of  ultimate  execu- 
tion should  be  oi^anized  in  it,  and  that  there 
should  be  no  need  of  future  provisions. 

The  last  clause  of  the  proposition  excepts,  from 
the  operation  of  that  clause,  the  interest  on  the 
six  per  cent,  stock.  This  is  because  that  interest 
is  destined  to  form  the  accumulations  for  paying 
the  successive  instalmenu  of  the  principal  of  that 
stock,  which  increase  each  year  in  a  ratio  to  the 
interest  liberated  by  each  payment. 

The  statement  E  exhibits  the  course  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  as  proposed  to  be  established. 
Bemarkt  on  the  Siaith  PTOpoaUian. 

This  will  be  a  useful  and  important  provision. 
Lt  has  reference  to  a  circamstance  repeatedly  ad- 
rerted  to — the  long  credits  given  upon  the  prin- 
cipal branches  of  revenue;  from  which  it  hap- 
pens, that,  though  the  fuud  itself,  or  the  product 
of  the  revenue,  is  more  than  adequate  to  an  ap- 
propriation, yet  the  receipts  upon  it  come  too 
slowly  into  the  Treasury  to  answer  the  end.  with- 
out anticipation  by  temporary  loans.  Its  pro- 
priety depends  on  the  principle  suggested  under 
the  last  head,  of  having  all  the  means  of  com- 
plete execution  organized  in  the  system  of  Public 
Credit. 

Remarks  on  the  Seventh  Propotiition. 
It  is  a  good  rule  of  caution,  that  no  more  of  the 
public  revenues  .should  be  rendered  permanent, 
thaD  is  necessary  to  give  monl  certainty  to  the 


provisions  which  niay  be  regarded  as  the  pillars 
of  Public  Credit.  This  idea  will,  it  is  beCe^ed, 
be  satisfied,  by  giving  permanency  to_  the  now 
temporary  duties  on  imports.  Aceordln^y,  it  is 
cmty  proposed  to  extend  the  duties,  mentioned  in 
this  jMroposition,  to  the  year  1800,  and  thence,  to 
the  end  of  the  next  ensuing  session  of  Congress  { 
which  is  on  the  ground,  that  they  ought  to  be 
commensurate  in  duration  with  the  objects  which 
they  are  to  accomplish,  and  no  more. 
It  has  been  already  noticed^  that  they  are  at 

S resent  chargeable,  together  with  the  temfrarary 
uties  on  imports,  laid  in  the  last  sesstou,  with  an 
appropriation  of  1,292,137  dollars  and  thirty- 
eight  cents,  and  with  the  interest  of  one  million 
of  dollars,  authorized  to  be  borrowed  with  a  view 
to  foreign  intercourse;  having  a  special  eye  to 
an  object  very  interesting  to  the  commerce  and 
feelings  of  the  United  States. 

This  business  wants  a  further  arrangement; 
standing  at  present,  upon  a  vague  and  inefficient 
footing.  The  reimtnirsement  of  the  Ijoui  is  not 
adequately  provided  for,  neither  is  the  iittereat, 
this  being  predicated  on  funds  which,  in  their 

S resent  fonn,  would  probably  exiHre  after  a  pro* 
net  of  two  years. 

According  to  the  fifth  proposition,  the  tempo- 
rary duties  on  imports,  after  the  abovementioiRd 
appropriation  of  1,292,137  dollars  and  thirty-eight 
cents  shall  have  been  satisfied,  will  become  jp«t~ 
manently  charged  with  the  interest  on  the  Pub- 
lic Debt,  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  the  annual  reserv- 
ation of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government. 

If  the  duties  mentioned  in  the  sixth  proposition 
are  continued  till  the  first  of  January,  180^  and 
the  reimbursement  of  the  principal  or  the  trfNUi, 
as  well  as  the  interest,  is  referred  to  them,  two 
good  purposes  will  be  answered:  the  obtaining 
the  Loan  will  be  facilitated,  and  its  complete  re- 
imbursement will  be  effected  within  the  term 
allotted,  without  an  augmentation  of  the  perma- 
nent Debt  of  the  country.  This  makes  allow- 
ance for  fulfilling  the  appropriation  for  the  cur- 
rent service,  already  charged  upon  this  fund. 

It  is  presumed  to  be  a  conclusive  reason  in  fa- 
vor of  the  proposition,  that  it  aims  at  preventing 
an  increase  of^  permanent  Debt.  If  services  of' 
this  kind,  when  the  United  Stales  are  at  peace, 
(at  least  with  civilized  Powers)  are  made  causes 
of  permanent  loans,  the  progress  of  new  debt  will 
easily  exceed  the  extincuon  of  old. 

It  appears  desirable  that  there  should  be  a 
steady  effort,  as  a  rule  of  administration,  not  to 
increase  the  permanent  Debt  of  the  country  by 
permanent  loans,  except  when  it  is  inevitable,  by 
the  existence  of  a  war  with  some  European 
Power.  ^ 

The  comparative  tiew  of  revenue  and  expend- 
iture (statement  F)  establishes,  satisfactorily, 
that  these  duties  cannot  be  dispensed  with,  unless 
there  be  a  substitute,  if  the  redemption  of  the 
Public  Debt  is  to  be  seriously  entered  upon  ;  and 
it  is  believed  that  there  cannot  be  devised  objects 
of  revenue  more  proper  in  themselves,  nor  more 
generally  acceptable  to  the  people.  Whaterer 
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interested  parties  may  allege,  it  seems  self-evi- 
dent that  there  cao  hardly  V  a  reasonable  ques- 
tion, except  as  to  the  best  mode  of  collection. 
The  objection,  that  part  of  them  falls  on  manu- 
factures, has  no  weight.  The  manufactures  on 
which  toey  fall  are  complete  luxuries,  and  com- 
pletely established  J  consequently,  fit  objects  of 
revenue.  The  increased  duties  on  the  nval  for- 
eign articles,  are  a  fall  protection  to  the  mina- 
fiicture.  yVliateTeT  may  be  the  appearancei  in 
the  infancy  of  the  tax,  it  ts  certain,  m  pinciple, 
tfaAt  it  will  finally  fall  on  the  consumer,  as  gea- 
erally  as  duties  on  imported  commodities. 

Remarks  on  the  Eighth  Proposition. 

Thii)  is  to  terminate  an  embarrassment  which 
has  been  experienced.  Appropriations  are  fre- 
quently made  for  objects,  the  extent  of  which  is 
not  precisely  known,  or  in  a  degree  casual.  To 
leave  them  indefinite,  as  to  time,  is  sometimes  to 
tie  up,  unnecessarily,  a  portion  of  the  public  funds, 
whicn  may,  ultimately^  not  be  wanted  at  all  for 
the  purpose  of  the  original  appropriation. 

It  will  do  awajr  thn  inconveaience,  and  pro- 
mote perspicQity  m  the  Treasury  accounts  oi  ap- 
pronnatioDs,  if  an  nltimate  period  is  fixed  when 
each  appropriation  shall  be  deemed  to  have  ceased. 
Should  further  appropriations  appear  necessary 
for  the  same  objects,  new  estimates  can  be  pre- 
•ented,  and  new  appropriations  made. 

The  designating  an  account  with  a  denomina- 
tion known  in  the  laws,  to  which  the  surplusses 
are  to  be  carried,  will  facilitate  future  Legislative 
dispo-sitioDs  of  the  resulting  fund.  It  is,  however, 
«8sential  to  the  system  of  Public  Credit,  that  this 
should  be  with  the  exceptions  contained  in  the 
proposition. 

Remarks  on  the  Nirtih  Proposition. 

This  projiosition  is  calculated  to  give  amplicity 
to  the  public  accounts  of  stock  and  revenue,  which 
will  conduce  to  correctness,  despatch,  and  econo- 
my. As  the  revenues  are  manifestly  more  than 
adequate  to  the  claims  of  all  the  creditors^  they, 
none  of  them,  have  any  interest  in  the  distinc- 
tions which  now  exist,  and  which  grew  out  of 
the  course  of  the  business,  and  the  rights  of  none 
of  them  will  be  affected,  because  all  who  choose 
may  continue  on  their  former  ground,  by  signify- 
ing their  dissent  to  the  present  plan. '  It  is,  how- 
ever, presumed,  there  will  be  do  such  dissent. 

Renua  ks  on  the  7%nJ&  Propoeition. 

It  is  important  to  the  fiscal  calculations,  to  as- 
certain, positively,  the  extent  of  every  portion  of 
the  Public  Debt.  At  present,  the  amount  of 
these  several  items  of  it  is  deduced  from  accounts 
of  the  late  war,  of  various  officers  and  offices;  in 
svne  instances,  conducted  with  little  order.  There 
is  not.  therefore,  sufficient  certainty;  indeed,  it  is 
probable,  from  the  length  of  time  that  has  elapsed 
withoot  their  appearing,  that  the  com  puted 
amoant  exceeds  the  real. 

Besides,  they  are,  from  their  nature,  subject  to 
forgeries  and  counterfeits ;  which  implies  a  dan- 

Ser  of  loss  to  th6  public,  till  their  circulation  is 
Dally  terminated.  The  proposition,  accordiDjj^y, 


besides  the  obtaining  of  better  informatioB,iiiB 
at  obviating  this  danger. 

Alio  win?  sufficient  time  for  bringing  tliemb 
to  be  exchanged  for  certificates  of  equinleu 
tenor,  while  it  is  a  measure  tending  to  public  b- 
formation  and  security,  it  can  be  liable  to  do  n- 
sonable  objection  on  the  part  of  the  crediton. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  reservd 
for  the  eonclnsKHt  of  this  report,  a  pnpoaiia 
which  appears  to  him  of  great  impwtance  ut^ 
Public  Credit,  and  which,  after  some  prdumBin 
observations,  will  be  offered  to  consideratioB.  u 
relates  to  the  right  of  taxing  the  PnbUc  Vraik 
and  to  that  of  sequestering  them  in  time  of  m 

A  proposition,  on  either  of  diose  pouits,  wotU 
have  been  deemed  snperfiuous^  had  there  oenr 
been  discussions  asserting  a  right  to  dotktnt 
and  the  other,  and  even  the  expediency  of  m- 
cising  that  right.  The  negative  of  both  the  pn- 
tensioos,  from  the  habit  of  regarding  it  u  ioo- 
pable  of  being  disputed,  had  acqnired,  in 
mind  of  the  Secretary,  so  much  the  forceofu 
axiom,  as  to  have  precluded  even  the  meotioo  a 
the  subject  in  the  plan  which  he  originallT 
mitted  for  fundine  the  Public  Debt.  He  sbovii. 
otherwise,  have  thought  it  an  indispensaUe  dvy 
to  suggest,  as  a  matter  of  primary  consequenct  t» 
the  system  of  credit  contemplated  in  the  pb. 
the  express  renunciation  of  those  pretensions; fa 
they  are  (as  he  believes)  not  only  unwarranted  i> 
principle  or  usage,  but  subversive  o(  the  soBad 
maxims  of  Public  Credit.  A  persuasion  thit  tbu 
would  always  be  a  truth  granted  in  thecotutib 
of  the  United  States,  is  his  apolc^  for  the  oou!- 
sion. 

Even  now  be  should  think  it  useless  to  defin 
from  his  silence  on  the  point,  had  not  the  dbcie- 
sions  alluded  to,  created  some  alarm  in  pbr« 
where  all  the  circumstances  are  not  well  nuio- 
stood,  which  it  is  the  interest  of  the  coontrrti 
dispel.  The  confidence  justly  to  be  repojeo  ii 
the  collective  wisdom  of  this  Oovemmeot.  f* 
bids  the  supposition,  by  one  aeqtuinted  vith  ft 
Constitution,  that  the  security  of  the  creditor  cc 
need,  in  this  particutar,  a  further  sanction. 
presumed  to  be  impossible,  that  any  final  teic" 
ever  give  so  deep  a  wound  to  the  national  inter^ 
and  character,  as  to  derogate  from  a  prineip 
which  may  be  placed  among  the  most  sacnd  >■ 
the  administration  of  a  Government. 

Is  there  a  right  in  the  Government  totuii^ 
own  funds  1 

The  pretence  of  this  rieht  is  deduced  frwn  * 
general  right  of  the  Legislative  power  tomakeu 
the  property  of  the  State  contributory  loiBO"" 
gencies.  ^ 

But  this  right  is  obviously  liable  to  be  resinc* 
by  th6  engagements  of  the  Government;  it  ^ 
not  be  justly  exercised  in  contravention  of 
they  must  form  an  exception.  It  will  sot  ber 
nied,  that  the  general  right  in  question,  «^ 
and  would,  be  abridged,  by  an  express  pr^^ 
not  to  tax  the  funds.  This  promise,  iii<|<'|'' 
has  not  been  given  in  terms,  but  it  1*^ 
given  in  substance.  When  an  individual  Ifw* 
money  to  the  State,  the  State  stipulates  m  repiy 


Digitized  by 


Googlt 


1361 


APPENDIX. 


1362 


Public  Credit. 


lim  the  principal  leot,  with  a  certain  interest,  or 
o  pay  a  certain  interest,  iudefinitely,  {ill  the  prin- 
:ipal  is  reimbursed ;  or,  it  stipulates;  something 
iquivalent,  in  pnother  form.  In  our  case,  the  stip- 
iiatioa  is  in  the  second  form. 

To  tax  the  funds,  is  manifestly  either  to  take,  or 
o  keep  back,  a  portion  of  the  principal  or  interest 
tipolated  to  be  paid. 

To  do  this,  on  whatever  pretext,  is  not  to  do 
rhat  is  expressly  promised;  it  ts  not  to  pay  'that 
Tecise  principal,  or  that  precise  interest,  which 
las  been  eugajfeato  be  paid;  it  is,  therefore,  to vio- 
ate  the  promise  given  to  the  lender. 

But,  is  not  the  stipulation  to  the  lender,  with  a 
acit  reservation  of  the  general  right  ot  the  Legis- 
ature  to  raise  coatributions  on  the  property  of  the 
3tate  ? 

This  cannot  be  supposed — because  it  involves 
wo  contradictory  things :  au  obllgatioQ  to  do,  and 
t  right  not  to  do.  An  obli^tion  to  pay  a  certain 
turn,  and  a  right  to  retain  it  in  the  shape  of  a  tax. 
't  is  against  the  rules^  both  of  law  and  reason,  to 
idmit,  oy  implication,  in  the  construction  of  a  con- 
xaci,  a  principle  which  goes  in  destruction  of  it. 

The  Government,  by  such  a  construction,  would 
w  made  to  say  to  the  lender :  "  I  want  a  sum  of 
aoney,  for  a  national  purpose,  which  all  the  citi- 
zens ought  to  contribute  proportionably,  but  it  will 
w  more  convenient  to  tnem,and  to  me,  to  borrow 
he  money  of  you.  If  you  will  lend  it,  I  promise 
rou  faithfully,  to  allow  you  a  certain  rate  of  in- 
erest,  while  I  keep  the  money,  and  to  reimburse 
ho  principal  within  a  determmate  period,  except 
lO  much  or  the  one  and  the  other,  as  I  may  think 
it  to  withhold,  in  the  shape  of  a  tax." 

Is  such  a  construction  either  natural  or  rational  ? 
3oes  it  not,  in  fact,  nullify  the  promise  by  the 
«servation  of  a  right  not  to  perform  it  t 

Is  it  to  be  presumed,  without  being  expressed, 
hat  such  can  be  the  nuderstanding  of  a  lender, 
rhen  he  parts  with  his  money  to  a  Government? 

The  coatrary  is  so  much  the  more  presumable, 
hat  nothing  short  of  an  express  reservation  can 
opport  the  pretension  to  tax  the  fund. 

It  may  be  replied,  that  the  creditor  might  be 
riltiog  to  rely  upon  the  equity  of  the  Government, 
lot  to  abuse  its  right,  by  exacting  from  him  ex- 
lessive  contributions. 

This,  if  true,  does  not  obviate  the  difficulty  of 
upposing  the  co-existence  of  an  obligation  and  a 
ignt,  destructive  the  one  of  the  other,  in  inter- 
ireting  the  sense  of  a  contract,  when  nothing  of 
he  kind  is  said. 

It  is  possible  that  a  creditor  might  be  willing  so 
o  contract;  yet  it  is  still  necessary,  in  order  to 
letermine  that  he  has  done  it,  to  find  some  {rro- 
isions  or  expressions  in  the  contract,  indicating 
he  intention,  to  render  what  is  stipulated  compat- 
ble  with  what  is  reserved.  But  it  is  not  proba- 
'le  that  an  individual  would  be  willing  to  lend 
tpon  such  terms.  He  would  justly  apprehend, 
nat,  in  great  emergencies,  a  right,  having  no  limit 
lut  the  opinion  of  the  party  possessed  of  the  pow- 
!r,  would  be  abused,  and  that  the  convenience  of 
ay  ing  hold  of  a  fund  already  prepared  and  at  hand, 
npported  by  a  claim  of  rign^  would  be  a  tempta- 


tion to  abuse,  not  easy  to  be  resisted.  However 
well  disposed  to  contribute,  in  common  with  hiaf 
fellow-citizens,  on  all  the  ordinary  objects  of  prop- 
erty or  income,  he  would  be  unwilling  to  subject 
himself  to  a  special  burden,  in  the  peculiar  char- 
acter of  creditor  of  the  State.  He  would  prefer 
to  employ  his  money  in  other  ways }  even  to  fend  it 
to  private  persons,  where  it  mignt  be  more  likely 
to  escape  the  hand  of  the  fiscal  power. 

'Let  the  question  be  tried  by  another  analysis. 

Public  Debt  can  scarcely,  in  legal  phrase,  bede- 
fined  either  property  in  possession  or  in  action.  It 
is  evidently  not  the  first,  tiltit  is  reduced  to  posses- 
sion by  payment.  To  be  the  second,  woald  suppose 
a  legal  power  to  compel  payment  by  suit.  Does 
such  a  power  exist?  The  true  definition  of  Pub- 
lic Debt  is  a  property  subsisting  in  the  faith  of  the 
Government.  Its  essence  is  promise.  Its  defiu- 
ite  value  depends  upon  the  reliauce  that  the  prom- 
ise will  be  definitely  fulfilled.  Can  the  Govern- 
ment rightfully  tax  its  promises?  Can  it  put  its 
faith  under  contribution?  Where  or  what  is  the 
value  of  the  Debt  if  such  a  right  exist  ? 

Suppose  the  Government  to  contract  with  an 
individual  to  convej  to  him  a  hundred  acres  of 
land,  upon  the  condition  of  paying  a  hundred  dol- 
lars. When  he  came  to  pay  the  nundred  dollars 
and  demand  his  title,  could  the  Government  re- 
quire of  him  to  pay  fifty  more  as  a  (ax  upon  the 
land,  before  it  wiould  consent  to  give  him  toe  title  t 
Who  woi^Jd  not  pronounce  this  to  be  a  breach  of 
contract — a  fraud — which  nothing  could  disguise? 

This  case  is  parallel  with  that  under  examina- 
tion, with  circumstances  that  fortify  the  right  of 
the  lending  creditor. 

The  Government  agrees  with  him,  that,  for  one 
hundred  dollars,  which  he  delivers  to  the  Grovem- 
ment,  it  will  deliver  to  him,  at  the  end  of  each 
year,  six  dollars.  Here  the  «x  dollars  to  be  delir- 
eredottswer  to  the  land  to  be  conveyed,  with  this 
stronger  ground  of  right,  that  the  consideration  for 
them  nas  actually  been  given  and  received.  Yet, 
when  the  creditor  comes  to  d'emapd  his  six  dollars, 
he  is  told  that  he  cannot  have  them,  except  with 
the  reservation  of  one  dollar  as  a  tax  upon  the  six, 
or  that  he  cannot  have  them,  except  upon  the  con- 
dition of  returning  one  dollar  as  that  tax.  What 
is  this  but  to  say.  that  his  title  to  the  money  in  this 
case^  as  to  the  land  in  the  other,  must  depend  up- 
on his  paying,  or  allowing  a  further  consideration 
for  it,  not  contemplated  in  the  contract?  Can 
there  be  a  doubt  that  this, also,  wonld  be  a  breach 
of  contract — a  fraud? 

The  true  rule  of  every  case  of  property,  founded 
on  contract  with  the  Government,  is  this :  It  must 
first  be  reduced  into  possession,  and  then  it  wiU  be- 
come subject,  in  common  with  other  similar  pro- 
perty, to  the  right  of  the  Government  to  raise  con- 
tributions upon  it.  It  may  be  said,  that  the  Go- 
vernment may  fulfil  this  principle,  by  paying  the  in- 
terest with  one  hand,  and  taking  bacs  Ihe  amount 
of  the  tax  with  the  other.  But  to  this,  die  answer  is, 
that,  to  comply  truly  with  the  rule,  the  tax  must 
be  upon  all  the  money  of  the  community,  not  up- 
on the  particular  portion  of  it  which  is  paid  to  the 
public  creditors;  and  it  ought,  besides,  to  be  so  reg- 
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'ulated,  as  not  to  include  a  lien  of  the  tax  upoD  the 
fund.  The  creditor  should  be  no  otherwise  acted 
upon,  than  as  every  other  possessor  of  money ;  and 
consequently,  the  money  he  receives  from  the  pub- 
licj  can  then  only  be  a  fit  subject  of  taxation,  when 
it  IS  entirely  separated,  and  thrown,  undistinguish- 
td,  into  the  common  mass.  A  difierent  practice 
wonld  amount  to  an  evasion  of  the  principle  con- 
tended for,  and  to  oppression.  A  rent,  or  annuity^ 
liable  before  it  passes,  or  in  the  act  of  passing,  or  at 
die  moment  of  passing  from  one  proprietor  to  an- 
other, to  a  deduction,  or  drawbacl^  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  party  from  whom  it  is  to  pass,  is  an  ima- 
ginary thing,  destitute  both  of  shape  and  substance. 

When  a  Government  enters  into  contract  with 
an  individual,  it  deposes  as  to  the  matter  of  the 
contractits  Constitutional  authority,and  exchanges 
the  character  of  legislator  for  that  of  a  moral  agent, 
with  the  same  rights  and  obligations  as  an  indi- 
vidual. Its  promises  may  be  justly  considered  as 
excepted  out  of  its  power  to  legislate,  unless  in  aid 
of  them.  It  is,  in  theorjr,  ibipcssible  to  reconcile 
the  two  ideas  of  a  promise  which  obliges  with  a 
power  to  make  a  law  which  can  vary  the  effect  of 
It  This  is  the  great  principle  that  governs  the 
question,  and  abridges  the  general  right  of  the 
Government  to  lay  taxes,  excepting  out  of  it  a  spe- 
cies of  property  which  subsists  only^  in  its  prcnnise. 

There  are  persons  who,  admitting  the  general 
rale,  conceive  a  distinction  to  exist  between  a  tax 
upon  the  funds,  which  must  be  paid  at  ail  events, 
and  a  tax  upon  alienations  of  them,  which  will 
only  be  paid  when  they  are  transferred  from  one 
to  another.  The  latter  <hey  think  justifiable  be- 
cause it  is  in  the  option  of  the  creditor  to  avoid  the 
tax,  by  avoiding  the  alienation.  Butthe  difference 
between  the  two  cases  is  only  a  difference  in  the  de- 
gree of  violation. 

The  stock,  in  its  creation,  is  made  transferable. 
This  quality  constitutes  a  material  part  of  its  value, 
and  the  existence  of  it  is  a  part  of  the  contract 
with  the  Government,  which  has  undertaken,  it- 
self, to  conduct  the  operation  of  transferring  by  its 
own  officers,  and  consequently  at  its  own  expense. 
It  is  as  completely  a  breach  of  contract  to  derogate 
from  this  quality,  in  diminution  of  the  value  of 
stock,  by  encumbering  the  transfer  with  a  charge 
or  tax,  as  it  is  to  take  back,  in  the  same  shape,  a 
portion  of  the  principal  or  mterest.  It  is  obvious, 
too,  that  this  may  be  carried  so  far  as  essentially 
to  destroy  the  transferable  capacity.  But  what  is 
a  tax  upon  transfers,  other  than  the  faculty  of 
taking  away  from  the  actual  proprietor  of  stock  a 
portion  of  his  principal,  whenever  his  interests  or 
iiis  necessities  demand  a  transfer,  in  derogation 
from  the  Aill  enjoyment  of  the  right  to  transfer, 
ud  from  the  express  promise  of  the  Government 
to  pay  to  him  or  bis  alienee?  For  it  is  upon  the 
seller,  not  upon  the  buyer,  that  such  a  tax  will  fall. 
And'  where  is  the  substantial  difierecce,  on  the 
ground  of  contract,  between  this  and  a  direct  tax 
upon  the  fund  itself?  The  value  of  it  is  as  cer- 
tunly  impaired  by  the  one  as  by  the  other. 

But  shall  the  proprietor  of  money  in  the  f^nds, 
then,  be  exempt  from  his  propertum  of  the  bur- 
dens which  other  citizens  bear  ? 


This  will  not  be  the  consequence  of  the  ptinei- 
plt.  As  a  consumer,  of  which  his  income  is  tiit 
instrument,  he  will  pay  his  proportion  of  the  ttia 
on  consumption.  As  a  holder  of  any  otherspecia 
of  property  procured  by  that  income,  or  otho- 
wise,  which  is  liable  to  a  tax,  he  must  also  contii- 
bute  his  proportion. 

But,  without  undue  refinement,  the  lender  ef 
money  to  the  pnblic  may  be  affirmed  to  have  piid 
his  tax  when  he  lends  his  money. 

Rdying  upon  the  engagement  of  the  Qoren- 
men t,  express  or  implied',  that  he  will  receive  vlat 
is  promised  him,  without  defalcation,  heisaa- 
tent  with  a  less  interest  than  he  would  take  if  sub- 
ject to  any  such  defalcation,  and  especiallT  if il 
was  to  be  arbitrary  as  to  its  extent,  in  thislown 
rate  of  interest  he  may  be  truly  said  to  pay  hs 
tax  or  to  purchase  an  exemption  from  it. 

Here,  also,  we  find  what  is  decisive  on  thepoini 
of  expeiiieucy. 

If  the  Ck)vernment  had  a  right  to  tax  its  foods, 
the  exercise  of  that  riffht  would  cost  much  moit 
than  it  was  worth.  Tae  money-lender  would  ex- 
act exorbitant  premiums,  not  only  as  an  iiidemii- 
fication  for  the  use  which  the  Government  mi^t 
probably  make  of  its  right,  and  which,  in  practice, 
would  be  likely  to  be  qualified  by  some  regtrd  to 
equality  of  contribution,  but  as  an  equivalent  for 
insurance  against  the  risk  or  possibility  of  a  mne 
extensive  use.  Hence  the  Government  wonlil  be 
likely  to  pay  much  more  in  premiums  upon  ics 
Loans,  than  it  would  drawback  in  taxes;  asdihe 
former  being  supposed  but  equal  to  the  latter, 
there  would  be  no  advantage  in  exercising  tlie 
right. 

But  it  will  be,  perhaps,  more  safe  to  affirm,  tut 
there  would  be  no  borrowing  at  all  upon  soeti 
terms.  The  first  precedent  of  a  tax  upon  ik 
funds  might  be  expected  to  compel  the  GoreiB- 
ment  to  an  express  rennnciation  of  the  rirtt  a 
every  future  Loan.  Solid  capitalists  woula  aoi 
be  much  inclined  to  adventure  their  money  uponso 
precarious  a  footing  as  is  implied  in  a  power « 
taxing  their  credits. 

These  reflections  lead  readily  to  an  estimate  of 
the  impressions  which  would  be  produced  by 
example  of  an  imposition  on  the  funds.  Regardea 
either  as  a  positive  breach  of  contract,  or  as  a  de- 
viation from  the  sound  maxims  of  credit,  the  a- 
feet  upon  it  would  be  nearly  equally  fatal  What- 
ever might  be  excused  to  a  time  of  revolution,  to 
a  defect  of  means,  or  to  some  extraordinary  pec"^ 
liarity  of  situation,  no  excuse  would  be  admitted 
for  a  deliberate  departure  from  principles,  at  i 
time,  too,  of  national  prosperity,  in  a  flourishing 
state  of  the  finances,  after  the  foundations  of  a  re 
gular  system  had  been  laid.  The  departure  wwd 
argue  an  incorrectness,  an  instability^  oradeivsT- 
ity  of  views,  calculated  to  give  a  lastuig  shock  to 
Public  Credit. 

The  United  States  must,  henceforth,  tread  mtt 
the  most  cautious  steps. 

A  renunciation  of  the  right,  in  future,  mi*"' 
not  speedily  heal  the  wound  which  an  example 
of  its  exercise  had  given.  Durable  suspicion 
might  fasten  on  the  wisdom  or  the  integrity  of  tk 
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Qoverament,  which  might  occasioo  to  it  no  incon-  ^ 
siderable  loss  and  embarrassmentj  before  a  course  1 
of  contrary  experience  would  obliterate  them.  i 
The  rignt  oi  a  Government  to  sequester  or  con-  ' 
fiscate  property,  in  its  funds,  in  time  of  war,  in-  i 
volves  considerations  analogous  to  those  which  i 
re^rd  the  right  of  taxing  them.    Whether  the 
forei^er  be,  himself,  the  original  lender,  or  the  { 
proprietor  of  stock,  in  its  constitution  transferable 
witnout  discrimination,  he  stands  upon  equal 
^ound  with  the  citizen.   He  has  an  equal  claim 
upon  the  faith  of  the  Gtoremment. 

In  the  second  case,  as  the  substitute  of  the  ori- 
ginal lender,  the  promise  made  attaches  immedi- 
ately upon  htm.  Indeed,  the  certificates  which 
issue  upon  every  transfer,  and  which  may  be  called 
the  public  bonds,  designate  him  as  the  creditor,  and 
expressly  invest  ntm  with  the  correspondent  rights. 

To  sequester  or  confiscate  the  stock,  is  as  effect- 
nally  a  breach  of  the  contract  to  pay,  as  to  absorb 
it  by  a  tax.  It  is  to  annihilate  the  promise,  under 
the  sanction  of  which  the  foreigner  became  a 
proprietor. 

Bat,  do»  not  the  general  right  of  war,  to  seize 
and  confiscate  enemy  property,  extend  to  the  pro- 
perty of  the  citizens  of  one  nation  in  the  fun^  ol 
another — the  two  nations  being  at  war  with  each 
other? 

Resorting  to  principle  as  the  guide,  this  question 
may.  on  solidgrounds,  be  answered  in  the  negative. 

Tne  ri^ht  to  seize  and  confiscate  individual 
property,  in  national  wars,  excludes  all  those  cases 
where  the  individual  derives  his  title  from  the 
enemy  sovereign  or  nation :  for  the  right  to  pro- 
perty always  implies  the  right  to  be  protected  and 
secured  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  property;  and  a 
nation,  b_y  the  very  act  of  permitting  the  citizen 
of  a  foreign  country  to  acquire  property  within  its 
territory,  whether  to  lands,  funds,  or  to  any  other 
thing,  tacitly  engages  to  give  protection  and  se- 
curity to  ^t  property,  and  to  allow  him  as  full 
enjoyment  of  it  as  any  other  proprietor — an  en- 
gagement which  no  state  of  tnings  between  the 
twonations  can  justly  or  reasonably  affect.  Though 
politically  right,  tha^in  warsbctwesi  nations,  the 

Eoperty  of  private  persons,  which  depend  on  the 
ws  of  their  own  country,  or  on  circumstances 
foreign  to  the  nation  with  which  their  own  is  at 
war,  should  be  subject  to  seizure  and  confiscation 
by  the  enemy  nation ;  yet  it  is  both  politically  and 
morally  wrong,  that  this  should  extend  to  property 
acquired  under  the  faith  of  the  Qovernment,  and 
the  laws  of  that  enemy  nation. 

When  the  Government  enters  into  a  contract 
with  the  citizen  of  a  foreign  country,  it  considers 
him  as  an  individual  in  a  state  of  nature,  and  con- 
tracts with  him  as  such.  It  does  not  contract  with 
bUn  as  the  member  of  another  society. 

The  contracts,  therefore,  with  him,  cannot  be 
affected  by  his  political  relations  to  that  society. 
War,  whatever  right  it  may  give  over  his  other 
property,  can  give  none  over  tnat  which  he  de- 
rives Irom  tnose  contracts.  The  character  in 
which  they  are  made  with  him,  the  faith  pledged 
to  him  personally,  virtually  exempt  it. 
This  principle,  which  seems  critically  correct. 


would  exempt  as  well  the  income  as  the  capital  of 
the  property.  It  protects  the  use  as  effectually  as 
the  tning.  What,  in  fact,  is  property,  buta  fiction, 
without  the  beneficial  use  of  it?  In  many  cases, 
indeed,  the  income  or  annuity  is  the  property  it- 
self. And,  though  general  usage  may  control  the 
principle,  it  can  only  be  as  far  as  the  usage  clearly 
goes.   It  must  not  be  extended  by  analogy. 

Some  of  the  most  approved  publicists,  admitting 
the  principle,  qualify  it  with  regard  to  the  income 
of  lands,  which  they  say  may  Be  sequestered  "to 
hinder  tne  remittance  of  it  to  tne  enemy's  country." 

But  the  same  authority  affirms,  that  a  State  at 
war  "  does  not  so  much  as  touch  the  sums  which 
it  owes  to  the  enemy.  Everywhere,  in  case  of  a 
war,  funds  credited  to  the  puolic,  are  exempt  from 
condscation  andseizure.''  Theseexpre^sionsclear- 
ly  exclude  sequestration  as  well  as  confiscatitm. 

The  former,  no  less  than  the  latter*,  would  be 
inconsistent  with  the  declaration  that  a  State  at 
war  does  not  so  much  as  touch  the  sums  which  it 
owes  to  the  enemy,  and,  that  funds  credited  to  the, 
public  are  exempt  from  seizure.  And,  on  full  in- 
quiry, it  is  believed  tl^tt  the  suggestion,  tho*  ua- 
derstood,  is  founded  in  fact. 

Usage,  then,  however  it  may  deviate-in  other 
particulars,  in  respect  to  public  funds,  concurs  with 

f principle  in  pronouncing,  that  they  cannot  right-, 
iilly  be  sequestered  in  time  of  war. 

The  usages  of  war  still  savor  too  much  of  the 
ferocious  maxims  of  the  times  when  war  was  the 
chief  occupation  of  man.  Enlightened  reasoa 
would  never  have  pronounced,  that  the  persons  or 
property  of  foreigners,  found  in  a  country  at  the 
oreaking  out  of  a  war  between  that  country  and 
their  own,  were  liable  to  any  of  the  rigors  which, 
a  state  of  war  authorizes  against  the  persons  and 
goods  of  an  enemy.  It  would  have  decreed  to 
them  an  inviolable  sanctuary  in  the  faith  of  those 
permissions  and  those  kws,  by  which  themselves 
and  their  property  had  come  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion where  they  were  found.  It  would  have  re- 
jected the  treachery  ofconverting  the  indulgences 
and  even  rights  of  a  previous  state  of  amity,  into 
snares  for  innocent  individuals. 

Happily,  however,  the  practice  of  latter  times 
has  left  several  of  those  maxims  little  more  than 
points  of  obsolete  doctrine.  They  still  retain  their 
rank  in  theory ;  but  usage  has  introduced  so  many 
qualifications,  as  nearly  to  destroy  their  operation. 

This  appears  from  the  acknowled^ent  of  wri- 
ters, from  the  barrenness  of  modern  nistory  in  ex- 
amples of  the  application  of  those  doctrines,  from 
the  opinions  known  to  be  generally  currentin  Eu- 
rope, and  from  a  variety  of  articles  which  are  con- 
stant formulas  in  treaties  of  the  present  century. 

The  United  States  are  every  way  interested  m 
the  mitigation  of  the  rigor  of  the  ancient  maxims 
<^  war.  They  cannot  better  demonstrate  their 
wisdoni,  than  by  their  moderation  in  this  reqtect. 
Particularly  interested  in  maintaining,  in  thor 
greatest  purity  and  energy,  the  principles  of  credit, 
they  cannot  too  strictly  adhere  to  all  the  relaxa- 
tions of  those  maxims  which  favor  the  rights  of 
creditors.  No  temporary  advantage  can  compen-, 
,  sate  for  the  evils  of  a  different  course  of  owawt* 
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Credit,  public  and  prirate,  is  of  ttie  greatest 
consequence  to  every  country.  Of  this,  it  might 
be  emphatically  called  the  invigorating  princtplo. 
No  well  informed  man  can  cast  a  retrospective 
<ye  over  the  progress  of  the  United  States,  from 
their  infancy  to  the  present  period,  without  being 
convinced  that  they  owe,  in  a  great  degree,  to  the 
fostering  influence  of  credit,  their  present  mature 
growth.  This  credit  has  been  of  a  mixed  nature, 
mercantile  and  public,  foreign  and  domestic.  Cre- 
dit abroad  was  the  trunk  ofour  meicaniUe  credit, 
from  which  issued  ramificadous  that  nourished  all 
the  parts  of  domestic  labor  and  industry.  The 
bills  of  credit  emitted,  from  time  to  time,  by  the 
diflerent  local  Governments,  which  passed  current 
as  money,  co-operated  with  that  resource.  Their 
united  force,  quickening  the  energies  and  bring- 
ing into  action  the  capacities  for  improvement  of 
a  new  country,  was  highly  instrumental  in  accele- 
rating its  growth. 

Credit,  too,  animated  and  supported  by  the  gene- 
ral zeal,  had  a  great  share  in  accomplishing,  with- 
out such  violent  expedients,  as,  generating  uni- 
versal distress,  would  have  endangered  the  issue, 
that  Revolution,  of  which  we  are  so  justly  proud, 
and  to  which  we  are  so  greatly  indebted.  ^ 

Credit,  likewise,  may,  no  doubt,  claim  a  princi- 
pal uencT  in  that  increase  of  national  and  indi- 
viduaT  welfare  since  the  establishment  of  the  pre- 
sent Ghivemment,  which  is  so  generally  felt  and 
ackno^edged,  though  the  true  causes  of  it  are 
not  as  generally  understood.  It  is  the  constant 
auxiliary  of  almost  every  public  operation;  has 
been  an  indispensable  one  in  those  measures  by 
which  our  frontiers  have  been  defended;  and  it 
would  not  be  difficult  to  demonstrate,  that,  in  a 
recent  and  delicate  instance,  has  materially  con- 
tributed to  the  safety  of  the  State. 

There  can  be  no  time,  no  state  of  things,  in 
which  credit  is  not  essential  to  a  nation,  especially 
as  long  as  nations  in  general  continue  to  use  it  as 
a  resource  in  war.  U  is  impossible  for  a  country 
to  contend,  on  equal  terms,  or  to  be  secure,  against 
the  enterprises  of  other  nations,  without  l>eing 
able  equally  with  them  to  avail  itself  of  this  im- 
portant resource ;  and  to  a  young  country,  with 
moderate  pecuniary  capital,  and  not  a  very  various 
industry,  it  is  still  more  necessary  than  to  coun- 
.  tries  more  advanced  in  both.  A  truth  not  less 
weighty  for  being  obvious  and  frequently  noticed. 

Public  credit  has  been  well  defined  to  be,  "a 
faculty  to  borrow,  at  pleasure,  considerable  sums 
on  moderate  terms ;  the  art  of  distributing,  over  a 
soccession  of  years,  the  extraordinary  efforts,  found 
indispensable  in  one ;  a  mean  of  accelerating  the 
prompt  employment  of  all  the  abilities  of  a  nation, 
and  even  of  disposing  of  a  part  of  the  overplus  of 
•  others." 

This  just  and  ingenious  definition  condenses  to 
a  point  the  prineipu  arguments  in  faror  of  public 
credit,  and  displays  its  immense  importance. 

Let  any  man  consult  the  actual  course  of  our 
peeaniary  operations,  and  let  him  then  say  whe- 
ther credit  be  not  eminently  useful.  Let  him  ima- 
gine the  expense  of  a  single  campaign  to  a  war 
with  a  great  European  Power;  and  let  him  then 


pronounce  whether  credit  would  not  be  indiapen- 
sable.  Let  him  decide  whether  it  would  be  pnc- 
ticable,  at  all,  to  raise  the  necessary  sum  by  tun 
within  the  year,  and  let  him  judge  wiiat  would  be 
the  degree  of  distre>s  and  oppression,  which  tht 
attempt  would  occasion  to  the  community.  He 
cannot  but  conclude,  that  war,  without  credit 
would  be  more  than  a  great  calamity — would  bt 
ruin. 

But  credit  is  not  only  one  of  the  main  pillatsd 
the  j>uUic  safety ;  it  is  amoi^  the  principal  en- 
gines of  Useful  enterprise  ana  internal  imp^0T^ 
ment.  As  a  substitute  for  capital,  it  is  little  les 
useful  than  gold  or  silver,  in  agriculture,  in  com- 
merce, in  the  maoufactoring  and  mechanic  arts. 

The  proof  of  this  needs  no  labored  dedactioD. 
It  is  matter  of  daily  experience  in  the  most  fa- 
miliar pursuits.  One  man  wishes  to  take  upanj 
cultivate  a  piece  of  land  j  he  purchases  upon  credit, 
and,  in  (ime,  pays  the  purchase  money  out  of  the 
produce  of  the  soil  improved  by  his  labor.  Ado- 
ther  sets  up  in  trade ;  in  the  cre^t  founded  upon  i 
fair  character,  he  seeks,  and  often  finds,  the  mem 
of  becoming,  at  length,  a  wealthy  merchaDL  A 
third  commences  business  as  manufacturer  or  mt 
chanic,  with  skill,  but  without  money.  Ii  is  b; 
credit,  that  he  is  enabled  to  procure  the  toob,  tbi 
materials,  and  even  the  sul»istence  of  wfaiehhc 
stands  in  need,  until  his  industry  has  supplied  him 
with  capital;  and,  even  then,  he  derives,  fnunin  . 
established  and  increased  credit,  the  means  of  ei- 
tending  his  undertakings. 

Among  the  circumstances  which  recommeDd 
credit,  and  indicate  its  importance  in  the  wbote 
system  of  internal  exertion  and  amelioration,  it  is 
impossible  to  pass,  unnoticed,  its  unquestiooable 
tendency  to  moderate  the  rate  of  interest— a  cir- 
cumstance of  infinite  value  in  all  the  operatiou  i 
of  labor  and  industry.  I 

If  the  individual  capital  of  this  country  has  be-  : 
come  more  adequate  to  its  exigencies  than  fonnff-  | 
ly,  it  is  because  individuals  have  found  new  re-  ' 
sources  in  the  Public  Credit — in  the  funds  to  whieb 
that  has  given  value  and  activity.  Let  Public  Gr-  ! 
dit  be  prostrated,  and  thedeficiency  will  be  greater 
than  before*.  Public  and  Private  Credit  are  doself 
allied,  if  not  inseparable.   There  is,  perhaps^  no 
example  of  the  one  being  in  a  flourishing,  wbcr 
the  other  was  in  a  bad,  state.   A  shock  to  Public 
Credit,  would,  therefore,  not  only  take  away  tbe  | 
additional  means  which  it  has  furnished,  but,  by 
the  derangements,  disorders,  distrusts,  and  fiise 
principles,  which  it  would  engender  and  dissemi- 
nate, would  diminish  the  antecedent  resources  of 
Private  Credit. 

The  United  States  possess  an  immense  mass  of 
improvable  matter;  tne  development  of  it,  coo-  I 
tinually  making,  may  be  said  to  enlarge  tbe  fi^d  | 
of  improvement  as  it  progresses ;  and,  though  the 
active  la^ital  of  the  country  has,  no  doubt,  con- 
siderably mcreased,  it  is  probable  that  it  does  noi 
bear,  at  present,  a  much  greater  |woportion  to  the 
objects  of  employment  than  it  has  done  at  ut 
former  period.   Credit,  upon  this  hypothesis; 
every  kind,  is  nearly  as  necessary  to  us  now,  as  it 
ever  was.  But,  at  least,  it  may  hi  affirmed,  V* 
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absolute  certainty,  that,  to  a  country  so  situated, 
endft  is  peoutiarly  useful  and  imiwrtant. 

If  the  tJaited  States  observe,  with  delicate  cau- 
tion, the  maxims  of  credit,  as  well  towards  foreifni- 
os  as  their  own  citizens,  in  connexion  with  we 
gttieral  prioeiples  of  an  upright,  stable,  and  system- 
atic  administration,  the  strong  attractions  which 
they  present  to  foreign  capital  wUl  be  likely  to 
insure  them  the  command  of  as  much  as  tney 
may  want,  in  addition  to  their  own,  for  erery  spe- 
cies of  internal  amelioration. 

Can  it  be  doubted,  that  they  would  derire  from 
this,  in  a  course  of  time,  adrautages  incomparably 
greater  than  any,  however  tempting,  that  could 
partially  result  from  a  disregard  of  those  maxims, 
or  from  the  exercise  of  a  questionable  right,  which 
should  even  appear  to  derogate  from  them? 

Credit  is  an  entire  thing.  Every  part  of  it  has 
the  nicest  sympathy  with  every  other  part;  wound 
one  limb,  ana  the  whole  tree  shrinks  and  de- 
cars 

The  security  of  each  creititor  is  inseparable 
from  the  security  of  all  creditors.  The  boundary 
between  foreigner  and  citizen  would  not  be  deemed 
asufficient  barrier  against  extending  the  precedent 
of  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  the  former  to  the 
latter.  The  most  judicious  and  cautious  would  be 
most  apt  to  reason  thus,  and  would  only  look  for 
stronger  shades  of  apparent  necessity  or  expedi- 
ency to  govern  the  extension.  And,  in  affairs  of 
credit,  the  opinions  of  the  judicious  and  cautious 
may  be  expected  to  prevail.  Hence  the  Govern- 
ment, by  sequestering  the  property  of  foreign  citi- 
zens m  the  public  funds,  at  the  commencement  of 
a  war,  wonld  impair,  at  least,  if  not  destroy,  that 
credit  which  is  the  best  resource  in  war. 

It  is  in  vain  to  attempt  to  disparage  credit,  by 
objecting  to  its  abuses.  What  is  there  not  liable 
to  abase  or  misuse  1  The  {irecious  metals,  those 
great  springs  of  labor  and  industry,  are  also  the 
ministers  of  extravagance,  luxury,  and  corruption. 
Commerce,  the  nurse  of  agriculture  and  manufac- 
tures, if  overdriven,  leads  to  bankruptcy  and  dis- 
tress. A  fertile  soil,  the  principal  source  of  hu- 
man comfort,  not  unfrequeotl^  oeeets  indolence 
and  effeminacy.  Even  liberty  itself,  degenerating 


into  licentiousness,  produces  a  frightful  complica- 
tion of  ills,  and  works  its  own  destruction. 

It  is  wisdom,  in  every  casCj  to  cherish  whatever 
is  useful,  and  guard  against  its  abuse.  It  will  be 
the  truest  pdlicy  of  the  United  States,  to  give  all 
possible  «iei^  to  Public  Credit,  by  a  firm  adhe- 
rence to  its  strictest  maxims ;  and  yet,  to  avoid 
the  ills  of  an  excessive  employment  of  it,  true 
economy  and  system  in  the  public  expenditures; 
by  steadily  cultivating  peace ;  and  by  using  sin- 
cere, efficient,  and  persevering;  endeavors  to  di- 
minish present  debts,  prevent  the  accumulation  of 
new,  and  secure  th^discharge,  within  a  reason- 
able period,  of  such  as  it  may  be,  at  any  time, 
matter  Of  necessity  to  contract.  It  will  be  wise  to 
cultivate  and  foster  Private  Credit,  by  an  exem- 
plary observance  of  the  principles  of  Public  Credit, 
and  to  guard  against  the  misuse  of  the  former,  by 
a  speedy  and  rigorous  administration  of  justice, 
and  by  taking  away  every  temptation  to  run  in 
debt,  rounded  in  the  hope  of  evading  the  just 
claims  of  creditors. 

As  an  honorable  evidence  of  this  disposition, 
and  with  a  view  to  quiet  the  alarms  which  have 
been  excited,  and  to  silence,  forever,  a  question 
which  can  never  be  agitated  without  senous  in- 
convenience, the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
the  last  place,  respectfully  submits : 

That  there  be  an  express  renunciation,  by  law, 
of  all  pretension  of  right  to  tax  the  public  funds, 
or  to  sequester,  at  any  time,  or  on  any  pretext,  the 
property  which  foreign  citizens  may  hold  therein. 

This  will  be  particularly  essential  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  plan  for  converting  the  foreign  into 
domestic  debt;  as  the  present  contracts  for  the 
Amsterdam  and  Antwei^  debt  contain  an  eqeiva- 
lent  stipulation,  and  there  is  no  prospect  ttmt  the 
creditors  would  consent  to  a  change,  bat  upon  the 
condition  of  a  like  stipulation. 

In  the  commencement  of  this  report,  it  was  the. 
intention  to  submit  some  propositions  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  several  branches  of  the  public 
revenue ;  but  it  is  deemed  advisable.to  rnerre  this 
part  of  the  subject  for  a  future  communication. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 
Secr^rp  ^  the  TVeantry. 
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B.— Tike  Govemment  qf  Pnmet^  m  atoomtcmrmtofprinapdlwith  the  United  Statu. 

Ds.  Epoch  of  September  1794. 

To  bolanee  dm  the  Umt«d  StatM  at  the  doM  of  th«  jtax  1798,  exceediiig  the  intcrart  nid  to* 

■talmeiita  then  doe  SylM^ST*  t»  % 

TopajmeatBiiuideattheTn^mny  toMvr  16,  to: 

April  S  f  S60 

MiylS  30,000 

  «M,860,ttl816»      1IS.1SI   <  S 

To  ptymentfl  at  the  Twamiy  on  Jtvy  M  mi  Jnm4t  vb  i 

Mty  SO      .         -         -         -         -         -      623  81 

Jmw  4       ....         -         .  &0,S70  00  ^ 

 60,893  81.  at  1816,     380,401    8  1 

To  pajmenti  at  the  Titmcay,  from  S^tMnber^S  to  October  SO,  1 794,  at  in^rest  from  Septon- 
ber3,wfaenthewholefiimimaab>a  totbecHderoftheFiffichMiniater,  $373,850,  at 
1816     -         -         -         -  1,60^«00   8  0 

4,001,497   6  B 

Cb.  Epoch  of  September  %  1784. 

By  the  cjg^tfi  inrtihneiit,  doe  on  September  8,  1794»  of  Ike  Lmo  of  elf^klen  milKoiii  -  1,5M^000  0  0 
By  aoconnt  of  intenet :  tn  »  tolaaee  of  imcMit  doe  on  the  8d  <tf  Septonboi^  on  tfw  fe- 

maining-  p«t  of  Ae  Loan  of  cogbteen  miUuHN  80^406   4  11 

Bduee  dne  to  the  United  Stetee  m  S^tember  ^  178^  Hiring  fimn  peynenU  «cme&ig 

the  faitewt  and  intahpentJi  demmitaHBty  Prmce  to  that  pnwd         ...  8,199,091   0  6 

4,803,48^   6  6 

Dft.  Epoch  of  mnember  4,  1794. 

To  balance  doe  to  the  United  State*  on  September  8,  1794,  broagfat  down   -         *         -    3, 199,091   0  « 
To  p«7menta  at  the  Treaniry,  from  Norember  4  to  18th,  1794,  to  beatintereet  from  Novem- 
ber 4,  iriian  the  whole  ram  was  auUeet  to  the  order  of  the  French  MiuMter,  9181,600,  at 
1816   1,800,000   0  8 

a»198,8»l   0  6 

Cm.  BpochofI9<»ember4,  1794. 

Bj  the  ei^bth  fairtdmnt,diieonNoTCmher4,  1794>of  theLoao  oftn&niUIi^  -  •  1,00(^000  0  0 
By  aooonnt  otiaien^  fa  a  balance  t^iDtneet  daeon  Ae  4th  of  NofenAer,  on  die  TMnn- 

ingpart  of  the  Lou^teDmiUiaM  108,75118  0 
Baluice  due  to  the  United  Statea  on  NovendMr  4,  1794,  arinng  fiom  p^rnenle  axoeeding 

the  intereet  and  tnetafaiMats  dun  demandabte  by  France  -  3,090,889  4  0 

3,198,091    0  6 

D>.  Epoch  of  December  31.  1794. 

To  balance  doe  to  the  United  Statee  mi  November  4, 179^  tmragjit  down    .         -         -  3,096,889   4  8 

Gb.  .^poeAi/i>ewinier81,  1794. 

By  aeeoont  (tf  intereet,  fin  a  balance  of  inteNst  doe  on  the  81it  of  Dewnibw,  on  tfw  Mmun> 

ingpartof  the  Lean  ofdx  millien       .......  364,379  16  8 

Balance  dne  to  tfw  United  Statee  on  December  31,  1794,  ariiii^  from      mania  eicee^g 

the  iniereat  and  inetahnaite  demandable  by  France  to  that  pntod  ....  1,811,969  7  19 

3,096,839   4  6 

To  batancediie  to  the  UidtedSMee  OB  DeeoBbar  81, 1794,  broagfat  dnm  ...  1,911,969  T  10 

Di.  Bpodk  of  a^ttember  8,  1784. 

To  intanit  m  the  balmoe  dtie  to  the  United  StUm  ti  the  cloae  of  the  year  1788,  Ub^ 
3,100,974  Uvfae,  18  aooi^  waA  3  denin^  from  Jannny  1,  1794,  to  September  8  taXkmbttb 
ia  eigfit  mmthe  and  two  cbiya,  at  4.706  per  cent,  per  annum,  bdng  an  average  of  the  into* 
reat  payable  on  the  French  Loani,  when  obteined  .         .....     8^748  11  0 

To  intereet  m  113,131  ltn«^  4  eoii%  3  denietik  being  pajmenta  at  the  Treamy  to* 
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16.  1794— fiom  Miy  16  to  Sipteaiber  8,  ii  there  moothi  ud  liglitoai  daj%  Wt  4.706  ^  ^ 

per  ceat  per  uinam     -         -         -         -         -         -         -         -         "  "  * 

To  interert  on  SSO.iOl  Mmm,  3  wos,  1  damer,  being  paynwob  ftt  the  Tremry  oa 
SO  ud  Jane  4,  179i— from  June  4  to  Septembers  istwo  monthf  and twen^-nioe dajre, 

at  4.706  per  cent  per  annom  «.J»JJi  J  ' 

Ta  aoomint  of  j^indpal  for  the  balance  of  thU  account    -----  808,406   4  11 

37B,01>0   0  • 


Cb.  J^nek  of  S^tmber  9,  1794. 

By  intereit  doe  on  September  8,  1794,  on  7,600,000,  mnaining  of  the  Lom  of  18,000,000, 

atSpercent  per  annum,  on^year         -   375,000   0  0 

Db.  Epoch  of  Nonember  4,1794. 

To  intereat  on  die  bdance  of  prindpal  dtw  to  the  United  Slates  oa  SeptnidMr  9,  1704. 

being  3.199.091  litres,  0  sou^  6  denios,  from  8d  September  to  No?ambn  4.  1704.  ta  ^  . 

twomcmtha,  at  4.706  per  cent  per  annum      »-.---  ,*"['*",  * 

To  aeeount  of  priac^  tat  balance  of  this  aeeoant        ....        -  10S.761  16  0 

ISO^OOO    0  I 


Cn.  Bpoehof  Not)mber4,  1794. 

By  intereat  dae  on  November  4.  1794.  on  3,000.000.  vemaiidng  to  lhat  period,  of  the  Loan 

of  10.000,000.  at  4  pwcoit.  per  anunm  -  130,000   0  6 

Db.  Epoehof  December  91,  1794. 

To  interest  on  the  balance  of  principal  due  to  the  United  States  on  November  4,  1794,  being 
3,096,839  tivres,  4  boob,  6  deniera,  from  November  4  to  December  31,  1794,  is  one 

month  and  twen^-seven  d^s,  at  4  706  per  cenL  p«  annum  -         -         -         -  16.630   3  8 

To  aoeonnl.  of  jninoipal  for  balaiwe  cS  this  account         ....         -  S84.879  16  6 

800,«i00  0  6 

Cb.  Epoch  of  December  31, 1794. 

By  interest  dne  on  December  31,  1794.  on  the  I^oan  of  6,000,000.  ^  6  per  crat  per  annum  800.000  0  6 


RZSULT  ON  JANUART  1.  1795. 

Chvemmmt  iffYance  in  aaxunt  current  vith  the  Vnital  State*,  m  Jamumf  1, 1795. 

Db. 

To  balance  due  to  the  Umled  Stotes  (m  January  1,  1799,  arising  from  payments  ejtoeeding  the       Urns.    &  D. 

interesland  instalments  demandaUe  by  France  to  thatperiod  -  .  .  .  1.811.969  7  16 
Bdanoe  dne  to  tfie  Fnndi  Government  on  1st  Jamtiiy.  1795,  exdnsre  ci  inleieat  on  Loan% 

per  endit  18,188,040  It  t 


14.000.000  0  I 

Cb.  — 
By  four  instaimente,  of  1,600,000  tivreseaeh,  on  the  Loan  of  18,00(^00^  whidi  wiU  be  dne 


on  the  Sd  of  September,  in  the  years  179S.  1796,  1707.  and  1798,  bearing  interest  from 

September  3,  1794,  at  5  per  cent  per  annum    ------  6,000.000  0  I 

Bytwo  instalments  of  1.000,000  Uvres  each,  on  the  Loan  of  10,000,000,  wbidi  will  be  doe 
on  the  4th  of  November,  in  the  years  1796  and  1796,  bearing  interest  from  the  4th  of  No- 
vember, 1794,  st4percent  peraonom  -  S,00<^000  6  6 

By  six  instalments,  of  1,000,000  Unes  ead^  on  the  Loan  of  6.000,000.  which  will  be  dne  in 
the  yem  1707.  1798, 1799.  1800.  1801.  and  180S,  bearing  inteiastfinn  Jaouaiy  1,  1796, 

6  percent  pw  ammm          ........  6.000.000  0  • 


14.000,000  0  6 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT,  3i.,QmpinUer 

Cohptbolubb'b  Ofpiob,  January  Q,  1795. 
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C  &  D— Continued. 

StaUmenti^oM  yeor't  inUrett  on  $he  Foreign  Loans  effected  on  aeoomt  i>f  the  Vnited  8klte$,a» 

due  on  the  31gt  of  December,  1794. 

OKdUert,   Iklk.  Cta. 

30,600,000  guilders,  amount  of  fire  per  cent.  Loans  effected  at  Amsterdam  -  1,085,000 
^OSOfOOO  guilders,  amount  of  four  and  a  half  per  cent  Loan  effected  at 

Antwerp         -------  93,250 

7,950,000  guilders,  amount  of  four  per  cent.  Loans  effected  at  Amsterdam  -  318,000 

30,500,000  amouDt  at  interest. 

467,500  guilders,  amount  of  premiums  and  giatifications  to  be  paid  en  a 
Loan  of  3,000,000  gailders. 

30,907,500  guilders,  amount  to  be  paid  for  Loans  effected  at  Amsterdam  tnd 
'  Antwerp. 

A  mount  of  oneyears  interest  oik  the  Dutch  and  Antwerp  Loans-    -  1,435^350 

Which,  at  40  cents  per  guilder,  is      -        -        -        -        -    57^100  00 

lAaret.  t>d. 

18,188^040  13  3  balance  due  to  the  French  Government,  a  4.706  per  cent,  per  annum, 
being  an  average  of  interest  payable  on  the  Prrach  Loan  wliiien 
obtained  -         .         .         .         .    Idorm,  573,668  3  9 

Which,  at  18.15  ceuts  per  lirre,  is   104,103  80 

Amount  of  one  year's  interest  ou  the  foreign  Loans,  as  due  ou  the  Slst  of  Dec^  1794  -  $678,10>  80 

Statement  i/Ihtere$t  patfoble  m  the  Domeetic  JMtt. 
Ist.  Interest  payable  by  the  existing  contracts  on  the  Debt,  as  it  stood  on  the  last  day 

>fr     •  — 


or  December,  1794: 
Oq  six  per  cent  stock  -         -  (39,046,730  62 
On  the  original  capital  of  the 
debt  to  foreign  officers      -       186,988  23 


$29,233,718  85,a6perct.  •1,754,033  13 


19,507,279  36,  aZ  per  cL     585,218  37 


On  three  per  cent  stock      -  19,484,840  68 

On  the  interest  of  the  capital 
due  to  foreign  officers  to  De- 
cember 31, 1790    ■         -  32,438  58 

On  the  unfunded  Debt,  per 

statement   -         .         -  1,184,323  40 
From  which  deduct  indents 

of  interest,  which  bear  no 

interest      .        .        -  83^05  00 

Unfunded  Debt  bearing  interest        -        -   1,100,518  40,  a6  per  ct      66,031  10 

Total  of  interest  payable  annually,  by  the  contract  existtog  at  the 

close  of  the  year  1794   <2,405,272  60 

3d.  Interest  payable  after  the  year  1800.  on' the  princiides  of  tlw  contract  existing  at  the 
end  of  1794: 
On  the  deferred  stock  existing  at  the  end 

of  1794,  being     .         -         -         -  $14,523,366  45,  a  6  per  ct  $871,401  92 

On  the  six  per  cent,  stock,  as  stated  above  -   29,233,718  85,  o  6  per  ct  1,754,023  13 

On  the  three  per  cent  stock,  as  stated  above    19,507,279  26,  a  3  per  ct  565,218  37 

On  the  unfunded  Debt,  as  stated  above    -     1,100,518  40,  a  6  per  ct.  66,031  lO 

Total  of  interest  which  would  be  payable  after  the  year  1800,  on  the  whole  Domestic 
Debt,  on  the  principles  of  the  existing  contract,  at  the  end  of  1794  -        -        -  $3,376,674  i& 

3d.  Interest  which  would  be.  payable  if  the  whole  Domestic  Debt  was  subscribed  to 
the  Loan : 

On  six  per  cent  stock  ...  $29,967,397  80,  a  6  per  ct.  $1,798,043  86 
On  three  percent,  stock  -        -        -    19,967,936  00,  a  3  per  ct     599,038  08 
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Annual  interest  till  the  close  of  the  year  1800     .....  8,397^  M 

Interest  on  Deferred  Debt,  which  becomes 
six  per  cent  stock  after  the  year  1800     $14^90^204  90,  a  6  per  ct        -  893^  K 

Total  interest  which  would  be  payable  annually,  after  the  year  180a  if  the  whole 
Debt  was  suhwribed  ....        ^        .        -        -  $3^290^9121 


E. 

Fuw  ^  Sinking  Fund,  according  to  jdan  proposed  m  the  Report. 

Present  annual  amount  of  Sinking  Fund,  supposing  the  investment  of  the  residue  of  the  sur|d«cf 
revenue  to  the  end  of  1790,  and  of  the  arrears  of  interest  on  the  debt  to  foreign  officers,  in  the  |RD^ 
chase  of  six  per  cent,  stock,  at  par,  and  exonerating  the  fund  from  the  charge  to  which  it  is  sabjeet 
by  the  last  section  of  the  act  making  provision  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt,  viz : 

Interest  for  a  year  on  stock  actually  purchased  and  redeemed,  to  the  last  of  December,  1794,  vA 

carried  to  the  eredit  of  the  fund   $68,885  95 

Interest  for  a  jear  on  the  principal  and  arrears  of  interest,  to  the  end  of  1790,  on  the 

debt  to  foreign  fleers                                                                       -  11^  M 

Interest  for  a  year  on  subsequent  arrears  of  interest,  not  included  in  the  ahoTe  -        -  1,M7  OS 

Interest  for  a  year  on  $411,659  49,  beiuff  the  unexpended  balance  of  surplus  to  the  end 

of  1790  -         -         -     24^698  S6 

$106,364  60 

Interest  for  a  year  on  the  Loan  OflSce  certificates,  bearing  interest  on  the  nominal  prin- 
cipal which  (those  certfficatea  being  paid  off  as  proposed)  would  accrue  to  this  fond  -      1,911  00 
Ada  this  sum,  to  be  appropriated  out  of  the  revenue  from  imports  and  tonnage,  for  the 
redemption  of  stock,  braring  a  present  interest  of  six  per  cent,  according  to  the  fifUi 
proposition  in  the  report  408,134  fil 


The  amount  of  two  per  cent,  on  $25,820,512  20,  being  the  amount  of  stocK  unredeemed, 
bearing  a  present  interest  of  six  per  cent:  exclusiTe  of  State  balances  ... 


$516,410  34 


Dividends  on  Bank  stock,- deducting  interest  on  such  instalments  of  the  Loan  of  the  Bank  as  bad  not 
accrued  in  the  year  1794  $68,500  00 

Sum  to  be  paid  in  addition  thereto,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1790,  out  of  the  revenues 
from  imports  and  tonnage,  for  reimbursement  of  the  4th  instalment  t£  the  above  Lout    137,500  OS 

Amount  of  annual  instalments  of  $2,000,000,  had  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  pur- 
suant to  the  11th  section  of  the  act  of  incorporation    .....  $SO(M)00  ^ 

The  surplus  of  the  dividends  on  Bank  stock  will  increase  each  year  $12,000}  the  interest,  iibmid 
by  payment  of  each  annual  instalment  of  principal,  and  the  sum  to  be  paid  out  of  the  revenue,  wiH 
annually  decrease  in  the  same  ratio. 

It  win  be,  aAer  the  first  year — 


On  the  1st  of  January,  1797  - 


$125^ 


113,500 
101,300 
8&500 
77,500 

65,500 


On  the  1st  of  January,  1798 

On  the  Ist  of  January,  1799  - 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1800  - 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1801  - 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1802  - 

The  yearly  average  of  the  sums  successively  payable  out  of  the  revenue  fVom  imports 
and  toDoage,  towards  reimbursing  the  two  million  Loan,  will  be      -        -        -  $101,500  09 

And  the  whole  Loan  beinff  discha^ed  on  the  1st  of  January,  1803,  the  annual  dividend 
on  Bank  stock  will  be  liberated  from  the  fbture  payment  of  interest  on  the  Loan,  and 
will  thenceforth  yield  to  the  Sinking  Fund  an  annuity  liable  to  the  redemption  of 
tiie  deferred  slock         -         -         .         -         -         -        -         -         -    152,500  00 

Two  per  centum  of  812,478,837  93,  the  amount  of  unredeemed  stock  which,  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1801,  will  bear  interest  at  six  per  centum  per  annum,  exdtaive  of  State 
balances,  and  which  will  be  payable  on  the  1st  of  January,  1802;  is   -        -        -   84^079  » 
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Yeirly  iQterest,  whtcli,  on  the  Irt  of  January,  1801,  wiH  begin  to  accrue  to  the  Bmkbg 
Fond,  in  the  deferred  stock  standing  to  its  credit,  is  $52,319  97.  Further  sum  neces- 
sary for  payment  of  the  above  two  per  centum         -        -        -  .     -        -    197,356  78 

♦249.576  76 

This  sum  of  tl97_256  78  wilL  in  the  years  1803, 1803,  be  payable  out  of  the  revenues  from  imports 
aod  tonnage.  But  the  yearly  dividends  cm  Bank  stock,  tree  from  charge  after  the  1st  of  January, 
1803,  beini        -         -  $152,500  <S6 

The  sum  thencdbrth  payable  out  of  the  revenues  from  imports  and  tonnage,  for  pay- 
ment of  said  two  per  ceotun^  will  be--        -         -         -         -         •         -     44j756  78 

Which,  together  with  the  yearly  interest  on  deferred  stock,  being        -         -   .     -     52,319  97 

Is  equal  to  the  amount  of  redeeming  aaoQity  of  deferred  stock,  being    -        -        -  $249^6  75 

Hence  the  pmnanent  ^pra|viatiotts  out  of  the  rerenne  lirom  imports  and  tonn^e,  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  whole  of  the  unredeemed  Ainded  stock,  which  now  bears,  and  hereafter  will  bear,  an 
interest  of  six  per  ocntom  per  annum,  ezcloslTe  of  the  stock  standing  to  the  credit  of  certain  States, 
pomiant  to  the  report  of  the  CommisBioners,  is 

For  that  bearing  a  present  interest      -  $408,134  64 

For  that  bearing  a  future  interest        -  44,756  78 

Total  annual  extra  appropriation  to  £Unking  Fund,  out  of  the  revenues,  exclusive  of 
Bank  dividends  -         -         -         -  $452,891  42 

The  whole  of  the  stock  bearing  a  present  rate  of  interest,  will,  by  this  fund,  be  re- 
deemed in  something  less  than  twenty-three  years,  and  the  interest  then  set  free,  to 
wit,  in  the  year  1818,  will  be  $1,631,259  72 

To  which  add  the  furth»  iqipropriation  towards  principal,  as  above     -  408,134  64 

$2,039,394  36 

This  uinuity,  applied  to  payments  or  purchases  of  the  Foreign  Debt,  on  a  calculation  of  five  per 
cent,  interest,  would,  by  the  1st  of  January,  1^4,  extinguish  that  Debt  and  yield  a 
surplus  of         -         -         -         -         -         -         -         -  '      -         -  $122,502  29 

The  whole  of  the  stock  bearing  a  future  interest  of  six  per  cent.,  will,  by  the  fund  to  be  applied  to  it 
as  above,  be  also  redeemed  in  something  less  than  twenty-three  years  from  the  time  of  com- 
mencing'the  redemption,  that  is,  by  the  year  1824,  and  the  interest  then  set  free  on  that  stock. 

wiU  be  $801,050  24 

The  sum  appropriated  towards  the  redemption,  then  also  set  free,  is      -         -         -    197,256  7& 
To  which,  add  the  sum  liberated  by  the  redemption  of  the  present  six  per  cent,  stock  -  2,039,394*36 
And  the  interest  on  $13,745,379  35,  being  the  amount  of  the  Foreign  Debt  extinguished 
as  above   638,480  58 

There  will,  therefore,  be  an  annuity  of       -  $3,676,181  9ft 

Thus  will  the  whole  of  the  Foreign  Debt  be  extinguished  by  the  year  1824,  and  the  ^king  Fund 
will  then  ^ssess  an  annuity  of-         -         -         -         -         -         -         -  $3,676,181 96 

And  a  sum,  in  gross,  of--------  - 


Together  $3,798,684  85 

Which,  in  two  years,  would  more  than  pay  off  the  whole  of  the  balances  to  creditor  States,  and 
the  whole  of  the  unfunded  Debt,  if  not  sooner  discharged. 

So  that,  supposing  the  proceeds  of  the  Western  lancG  to  be  sufficient,  by  the  same  time,  to  redeem 
the  three  per  cent,  stock,  the  whole  of  the  present  Debt  of  the  United  States,  foreign  and  do- 
mestic, funded  and  unfunded,  may  be  redeemed  by  the  operation  of  the  provision  proposed  by  the 
fifth  proposition,  by  the  year  1826 ;  and  there  would  revert  to  the  United  States  a  yearly  revenue  of 
$4,4fc.320  89. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

Treasury  Department,  January  17, 1795. 


Note. — The  calculations  in  this  statement  would  require,  to  assure  their  perfect  accuracy,  a 
revision ;  but  it  is  certain,  that  any  errors  it  may  contain,  will  be  too  inconsideraUe  to  affect  any 
important  result. 


3d  CoH.-^S 
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V.-~Oimparaime  w»  of  ammtal  aimnt  Beveaae  and  SxpendUmt. 


CDSBBMT  RBVBNDB. 


Nett  duties  on  imports  and  toDoage,  as  appertained  1793  per  account 
of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  that  year    -         -  $6,087^546  26 

Add  product  of  additional  duties  on  imports  laid  by  the 
acts  of  the  5th  and  7th  of  June,  1794,  computed  on  the 
importations  of  1793  -  1,091^  33 


Deduct  for  extra  drawbacks,  which  would  become  pay* 
-able  after  the  year  1793,  in  consequence  of  extra  im- 
portations of  certain  articles  in  that  year,  which  were 
re-exported  - 

Deduct  mmount  of  temporary  duties  on  impcHrts 


1,500,000  00 
1,479,6S6  91 


Permanent  duties  on  imports  and  tonna^  .... 
Duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States,  and  upon  stills  - 
Nett  duties  on  postage  of  letters,  as  ascertained  in  1793, 
Patent  fees,  as  they  accrued  in  the  name  year  -  - 
Dividends  of  Bank  stock  beyond  the  interest  payable  to 

Bank  in  1793   38,500  00 

Add  interest  of  two  instalments,  which,  being  paid 

will  increase  the  dividend    -        -        -        -      2^000  00 


Total  permanent  revenue 


«7,179,418  SB 


2,979,696  91 

4,199,791  67 
400.000  00 
29,782  16 
660  00 


62,600  00 


veiwa. 

Duties  on  imports,  as  -itated  above      -----  $1,470,626  91 
Elstimated  product  of  duties  on  snuff  manufactured,  and  sugar  refined 
within  the  United  States,  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  persons, 
licenses  for  selling  wines  and  spirits  at  retail,  sales  at  auction       -      380,000  00 


Total  temporary  revenue  - 
Total  annual  current  revenue 

CDRRBMT  BXPBHnfTDBB. 


Interest  on  Foreign  Debt  as  stated 


-    $678,103  80 


Deduct  interest  on  instalments  of  Foreign  Debt  for 
1795,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  Foreign  Loans      39,622  82 

Interest  on  funded  Domestic  Debt  - 

Interest  on  unsubscribed  Debt,  computed  according  to  contract 

Interest  on  temporary  Loans,  for  anticipating  the  revenue 
Expenses  of  the  Civil  Department,  including  foreign  intercourse 
Expenses  of  the  Military  Department  -         -         -   1,311,975  29 
Including  pensions  to  invalids  -         -         -         -       85,357  04 

Expenses  of  the  Naval  Department  for  a  year  -         -         -  - 
Expenses  of  light-houses  and  other  establishments  for  the  benefit  of 
navigation     -         --         --         --  - 

Excess  of  revenue  beyond  the  expenditure,      -         -         -  - 


638,480  58 
2,339,241  50 
66,031  10 

$3,043,753  18 
100,000  00 
475,249  53 


1,397,332  33 
441,508  80 

24,000  00 


$4,092,673  0 


-  1,859,626  M 

-  $6,552,300  74 


5,481^  J 
$655230(IH 

ALEXANDER  HAltflLTON,  Searetarp  ^Oe  TVsoiwf 
Treabcry  Department,  Jamiarfi  17, 1795. 


Digitized  by 


Googlt 


APPENDIX, 


1890 


Pubtic  CrtdU, 


SoPPLGMEItT  TO  StATE:MGNT  P. 


Ftm  of  the  probable  produce  of  the  additional  duties  on  imports  laid  by  the  act  qf  June  7, 1791 


Ui»attorjiuw7, 1?M. 

Amottnt  iraootUd 
Id  imT 

AmMM  tauKMed 
In  lj» 

SbM.      >  AmowAof  dntfOTwIenluadonlm- 
infUtkinof  ue  VHO  jram. 

Coflee,  poimils  - 
Cocoa,  pouods  - 
Refioed  sugar    -      .  . 
Clayed  sugar  - 
Miscellany,   being  smaller 

enumerated  articles  - 
Articles  to  which  5  per  cent 

isadded,  value- 
Articles  to  which  2i  percent. 

is  added,  value  - 

8,666,441 
520.169 
235,680 

34.458,178 
1,455,408 
400,000 
3,739,775 

At  1  cent 
At  2  cents 
At  5  cents 
At  1  cent 

Various' 

5  per  cent 

2i  pereeot. 

1792. 
•85,664  41 
10,403  38 
11,284  00 
912  37 

31,424  18 

241,605  93 

387,754  50 

1793. 
1344,581  78 
29,108  16 
20,000  00 
37,387  75 

31,424  18 

341,605  OS 

387,754  50 

94,832,118  51 
15,510,183  81 

$4^32,118  51 
15,610,183  81 

t769,048  85 

$1,091,873  as 

Difference  between  1793  add  1793,  is  $323^33  47,  which  majr  be  justly  considered  as  an  extra  im- 
portation, depending  on  peculiar  and  known  circumstances  of  the  war  in  Europe,  and  which,  in  all 
probability,  will  be  wholly  drawn  back  on  exportation. 

The  proceeds  of  ttiesc  duties  may  therefore  be  thus  stated: 

Amount  computed  on  the  importation  of  1793  ------    $769,048  85 

Deduct  for  usual  drawbacks  on  exportation  add  expenses  of  collection,  10  per  cent  -      7^904  88 

Probable  iii'tt  annual  product  of  additioiini  duties      -  -         -         -    $692.143  97 


Id*  It  is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  the  considerable  addiiioti^  madf  upoa  the  misoellanecHis  arti- 
,  cl^  and  upon  refined  sugar,  will  probably  have  prohibitwy  effect,  and  that  the  items  i^tive  to  them 
,  caoBot  be  much  counted  upon. 

.  A.  H. 


JUnUt,  in  the  fair  1706,  aceordittg  to  propotUian. 


Sulfas  of  revenue  brought  forward  -         -         -  - 

Increased  interest  on  Foreign  Debt  ..... 
Interest  on  new  emission  - 

Ten  per  cent,  of  arrears  of  unfunded  interest,  including  indents 
Yearly  instalment  on  account  of  $1,000,000  Loan  for  foreign  inter- 
course -  ■- 

ApprapnaHtms  for  Sinking  f\md,  vix: 

Dividends  of  Bank  stock   $63,500  00 

Suia  payable  out  of  Imports  and  tonnage  for  redemption 

of  SIX  percent  stock   408,134  64 

Sam  payable  on  the  1st  of  Janoary,  1796,  towards  reim- 
bursing of  Bank  Loan  -----  137,000  00 


Balance,  being  exeeai  of  revenue  beyond  expenditure  - 


$67,291  89 

4,528  70 
48,309  53 

300,000  00 


$1,070,496  00 


608,134  64 


It  appears  by  statement  K.  that  these  extra  appropriatioDs  will,  in  t1 
duced ;  and  that,  including  a  provision  for  the  redemption  of  the 
arge  on  (he  revenup  (exclusive  of  Bank  dividends)  for  the  Sinkii 


reduced ; 
1452,891  43. 


988^79 
-  $148;198  14 

the  progress  of  the  operation,  be 
deferred  Debt,  the  permanent 


Sinking  Fund,  will  be  no  more  than 

A.  a 
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improvement  of  the  Bevenae, 


IMFROTEMENT  OP  THE  RETENUE. 

[Commanicftted  to  die  Hoaae  of  Repreaentativea,  Fe- 
bnuuy  2, 179fi.] 

The  SicmBTABT  op  thi  Tbbascbt  n^ectfiiUymBkin 
the  Mkrwing  rqnrt  to  di0  HonM  of  Rspvawntatives : 

According  to  the  present  law^  imposing  duties 
oa.  articles  imported  into  the  Unit^  States,  Dot 
much  short  of  one-third  ^  the  whde  amount  of 
the  duties  is  derived  from  articles  rated  ad  va- 
twem. 

In  other  nations,  where  diis  branch  of  rerenue, 
as  with  ns,  ii  of  principal  or  v^ry  considerable 
consequeQce,  and  where  no  peculiarity  of  situa- 
tion has  tended  to  keep  the  rates  of  duty  low,  ex- 
perience has  led  to  contract  more  and  more  the 
number  of  articles  rated  ad  valorem,  and  of  course 
10  extend  the  number  of  those  rated  specifically, 
that  is,  according  to  weight,  measure,  or  other 
rule  of  quantity. 

The  reason  of  this  is  obvious.  It  is  to  guard 
against  evasions  which  infallibly  happen,  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  where  duties  are  high.  It 
IS  impossible  for  the  merchants  of  any  country  to 
have  manifested  more  probity  than  those  of  the 
United  States,  on  this  subject;  and  it  is  firmly 
believed,  that  there  never  was  one  in  which  illicit 
practices,  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  revenue,  have 
obtained  so  little  as  hitherto  in  this ;  yet,  it  would 
be  a  delusive  expectation,  that,  with  duties  so  con- 
siderable as  those  which  now  exist,  a  disposition 
will  not  be  experienced,  in  some  individuals  who 
carry  on  our  import  trade,  to  evade  the  payment 
of  them,  and  this  to  an  extent  sufficient  to  make 
it  prudent .  to  guard  with  circumspection,  and  by 
every  reasonable  precaution,  against  the  success 
of  such  attempts.  It  is  needless  to  repeat,  that 
this  will  contribute  as  much  to  the  interest  of  the 
iair  trader  as  to  that  of  the  revenue. 

It  is  believed  that,  in  our  system,  the  method  of 
raUn^  ad  valorem  could,  with  convenience,  be 
|irougbt  within  a  much  narrower  compass ;  and 
It  is  evident  that,  to  do  so,  will  contribute  materi- 
ally to  the  security  of  the  revenue. 

The  Secretary  has  not  hitherto  had  leisure  to 
digest  the  details  of  a  plan  for  this  purpose ;  but, 
if  the  idea  is  approved,  it  can  be  carried  with  due 
accuracy  into  effect,  at  a  future  session,  by  an  or- 
der upon  the  Head  of  this  Department  to  prepare, 
in  the  mean  time,  a  tariff  prop<vtioned  to  the  ac- 
tual rates  of  duty. 

It  may  also  be  found  expedient,  with  a  similar 
view,  to  adjust  anew  the  proportional  rates  of 
duty,  of  different  kinds  or  qualities,  of  certain  ar- 
ticles. Thi:'  observation  is  believed  to  apply,  witii 
partieular  force,  to  teas.  It  would  be,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Secretary^  advisable  to  throw  them  into 
three  classes^  to  raise  somewhat  the  lowest  rate, 
and  to  diminidi  considerably  the  higher  rates.  A 
persuasion  is  entertained,founded  partly  upon  ob- 
servation of  the  course  of  importations,  that  a  re- 
gulation of  this  kind  would  nenefit  the  revenue. 
The  same  thing  might  be  conveniently  extended 
to  some  other  artickB. 


Advantages  will  also  accrue  from  aresdjut- 
ment  of  the  rates,  in  certain  cases,  by  comtnuiig 
several  rates  on  the  same  articles,  estabtidied  bf 
different  acts,  into  one  rate,  and  by  dismissing  in- 
convenient fractions,  which  serve  to  peri^ex  tie 
calculation  of  the  duties.  Some  alteration  in  the 
terms  of  credit  for  duties  may,  it  is  conceiTcd,  be 
made  with  advantage.  Where  fow  mmthim 
allowed,  three  and  nvi.  months  may  be  snbstinitcA; 
and  three,  six,  nine,  and  twelve, or  even  three,sx, 
nine,  twelve,  and  fifteeiLto  the  cases  of  six,  nise. 
and  twelve  months  This  vnU  ainrartion  the 
course  of  receipts  more  according  to  toe  coone  of 
payments,  and  prevent  inconvenient  piessnrtt  u 
particular  junctures. 

The  compensations  to  inspeetore,  espeeisllyui 
the  ports  where  the  expense  of  living  is  gmt 
and  to  collectors  and  surveyors  in  the  less  prodoe- 
tive  ports,  urgently  demand  revision,  in  order  to 
an  increase  oi  them. 

The  security  of  the  revenue,  in  every  brsnck 
turns  (it  will  not  be  too  strong  to  say)  principsUj 
upon  the  officers  of  the  lowest  grade.  nence,Uis 
a  policy  no  less  mistaken  than  eommcm,  to  1^ 
those  officers  without  such  compensations  n  w 
i|dmit  of  a  proper  selection  of  character,  snd  to 
prevent  the  temptation,  from  indigence,  to  abuse 
the  trust.  It  is  certain  that,  in  many  places,  tiu 
present  allowance  to  inspectors,  on  the  most  1^ 
ral  application  of  it,  is  inadequate  to  those  impon- 
ant  ends. 

A  similar  reasoning  will  applv  to  those  officers 
of  the  principal  grades,  who,  oeing  in  districts 
which  produce  little,  are  ill  compensated  by  the 
emoluments  to  which  they  are  at  present  entitled. 
It  cannot  escape,  that  the  safety  of  the  rerenoe 
must  depend  on  equal  fidelity  and  doe  vigiUnee 
in  all  the  districts ;  else  it  may  become,  in  manf 
caites,  worth  the  while  to  resort  to  particular  dis- 
tricts, because  there  is  a  deficiency  of  the  me  or 
the  other.  Beside*,  diat  it  is  in  itsdf  jost  waA 
proper,  that  all  who  are  in  the  public  sernee 
should  receive  adeouate  rewards  fcH-  their  tine- 
attention,  a<id  trouble. 

The  aggregate  expense  of  eoUectiag  the  daw 
on  impost  and  tonnage,  is  at  presaat  truly 
rate— a  eirenmstaoce  whi^  facilitates  the  en* 
sion  of  allowances  where  they  are  necesssry.  Tbe 
system  of  the  revenue  cutters  needs  revision.  Tbe 
ntUity  of  every  institution  depends  on  tbe  compe- 
tency of  tbe  agents  who  are  to  execute  it  Tbe 
present  compensations  to  officers  and  men,  (nv- 
uared  with  what  may  be  obtained  in  other  iinu- 
Ur  employment,  unaided  by  wJlateral  motin*. 
creates  a  degree  of  embarrassment  whiek  rt^ 
much  impairs  the  usefulnesn  of  the  thing-  » 
would  have  been,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Secreti- 
ry,  a  great  mean  of  rendering  it  competent  toip 
object,  if,  as  was  early  snj^ested  by  him,  tbe  oo- 
eers  of  the  customs  had  had  rank  in  the  Nary  « 
the  United  States.  , 

With  r^rd  to  that  branch  of  reveaoe  wiw 
is  constituted  by  the  duties  upon  spiriu  "Ij**" 
within  the  United  States,  and  upon  stills,  it  w 
lieved  that  it  wotild  be  an  improvement,  ud  oH 
which  could  be  now  made  without  iDCoanu- 
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eace,  to  abolish  the  ojxioii  to  pay  br  the  ffallon, 
of  the  qpirtts  distilled,  in  the  cates  where  the  du- 
ties are  charged  on  the  stills.  This  will  leare  the 
altematiTe  m  paying  by  the  year,  or  for  less  pe- 
riods, upon  licenses,  at  the  choice  of  the  party ; 
an  alternative  wbicK  afibrds  sufficient  accommo- 
datim  to  the  difference  of  circumstaaces.  The 
optioo  to  pay  by  the' gallon,  of  the  spirits  disttU- 
ed,  aocormng  to  an  acoount  to  be  rendered  on  the 
oath  of  the  purty,  though  expedient  in  the  first 
experiment  of  the  Uw,  is  obWctionable,  as  a  per- 
manent ra;uUtion,'ia  a  double  view. 

The  additional  discretionary  latitude  girai  to 
compensations  to  the  officers  concerned  in  the  c(^ 
lection  of  those  duties,  is  restricted  to  a  term 
which  will  expire  at  the  end  of  the  next  session 
of  CoDgress.  It  will  be  essential  to  extend  it,  or 
to  iix  the  compensations  which  shall  hare  been 
allowed.  It  is  believed  that  further  experience 
will  still  be  useful  towards  a  definite  Legislative 
acKuBtment. 

Embarrassments  are  ex])erienced  from  the  want 
of  a  cOttcuTrent  authority  in  these  officers,  similar 
to  that  of  the  officers  of  the  customs,  to  make  sei- 
zures within  each  other's  surveys  and  divisions. 
On  the  borders  of  ^uch  as  are  adjacent,  the  officers 
are  exposed  to  hazard  in  making  seizures,  and 
better  opportunities  are  afforded  of  escaping  de- 
tection. 

The  revenue  to  result  from  the  act  of  the  last 
session,  laying  duties  upon  licenses  to  retailers  of 
wines  and  distilled  spirits,  may  be  improved,  fa- 
vorably to  proportional  equality,  by  changing  the 
form. 

One  license,  for  selling  one  or  more  kinds  of 
wines,  pats  the  greatest  ftnd  the  smallest  dealer 
upon  the  same  footing,  and  is  so  fhr  inequitaUe. 
To  elan  wines  into  a  few  obvious  and  strongly 
ma^d  discriminations,  and  to  render  a  license 
aeecsaary  for  each  class,  with  a  duty  upon  each 
lieense,  would  favor  a  just  distribution  of  the  tax 
among  great  and  small  dealers,  and  would,  at  the 
same  time,  benefit  the  revenue.  The  classes  may 
be  as  follows:  1st.  Madeira  wine.  2d.  Sherry 
wine.   3d.  Port  wine.   4th.  Other  wines. 

To  secure  the  effect  of  the  discrimination  in  fa- 
vor of  small  dealers,  who  may  be  in  the  practice 
of  selling  and  sending  out  different  kinds  of  wines 
in  small  quantities,  u  may  be  provided  that  not 
more  than  one  license  shall  be  necessary  to  any 
dealer,  who  never  sells  or  sends  out  at  any  one 
time  more  than  three  ^Uobs.  And  suitable  pe- 
nalties may  be  annexed  to  guard  the  condition  of 
the  exemption. 

Simitar  observations  are  applicable  to  licenses 
to  retailers  of  spirituous  liquors.  These  may  be 
thrown  into  three  classes:  1st.  Spirits  distilled 
from  the  grape,  commonly  called  brandy.  2d. 
Spirits  distilled  from  the  produce  of  the  sugar 
cancr commonly  called  rum.  3d.  Other  distilled 
spirits ;  and  there  may  be  a  like  provision  in  favor 
of  deaters  who  never  sell  at  send  ont  more  than 
three  gallons  at  one  time. 

Distillers  may  be  put,  in  this  respect,  as  to  the 
^uili  they  distil,  npon  the  sane  foodng  with 
wqiortflni  that  is,  they  nay  he  exmipt  ham 


the  license  duty ;  but  it  would  seem  proper  to  an- 
nex these  conifitions  to  the  exemption,  that  they 
shall  not  sell  and  send  onta  less  quantity,  in  one 
cask,  vessel,  or  paekagOj  than  ten  gallcms ;  and 
that  they  shall  not  deu  m  the  selling  at  retail  of 
any  other  spirits  than  those  they  themselves  distil. 

Or.  another  rule  may  be  adopted,  for  proportion- 
ing the  tax  to  the  extent  of  the  dealing ;  which  is, 
to  add  to  the  present  rate  of  the  license  certain 
supplemental  rates,  according  to  the  yearly  rent 
or  yearly  value,  by  appraisement  of  the  house  or 
building  in  which  the  retailers  uf  wines  or  spirit- 
uous liquors  shall  carry  on  the  business. 

This  has  been  found,  in  practice,  a  convenient, 
and,  upon  the  whole,  an  equitable  rule  of  propor- 
tion ;  evidently  more  so  than  one  license  with  the 
same  duty  to  all  dealers  indiscriminately. 

It  is  a  general  and  a  wise  national  policy,  to 
make  these  articles  of  wine  and  spirits  as  contri- 
bitory  to  the  revenue  as  they  can  be  made ;  which 
onft  only  be  effected  by  subdividing  the  duties 
upon  them  in  the  different  stages  of  their  passage 
to  the  consumer.  The  branch  under  considera- 
tion might  be  an  impcntant  one.  As  it  is  now  re- 
gulated, it  is  feared  that  it  may  prove  of  tnctmsi' 
derable  consequence.  The  confining  of  the  li- 
censes for  selling  spirituous  liquors  to  foreini  spi- 
rits,  must  give  great  facility  to  evasions.  And  it 
has  an  unequal  operation  upon  different  portions 
of  the  community. 

It  would  promote  the  object  of  the  act,  which 
imposes  duties  on  sales  at  auction,  to  allow  two- 
and-a-half  per  centum  to  each  auctioneer,  in  lieu 
of  the  one  per  centum  allowed  by  the  ninth  sec- 
tion of  th^t  act.  It  is  believed  that  the  present 
allowanoe  is  iosofficient  to  defray  the  exp^He 
eieritship  incident  to  a  compliance  with  the  nqni- 
sitions  of  the  law,  which  cannot  be  rendered  less 
particular  or  exact  without  prejudice  to  the  re- 
venae. 

The  tax  upon  snu^  according  to  a  rate  |>er 
pound,  will  be  liable  to  very  great  evasions,  with- 
out regulati(Hi8  for  a  close  inspeetion  of  the  course 
of  the  Dttsiness.  Dispensiog  vrith  these,  it  seems 
advisaUe  to  modify  the  tax  upon  a  different  plan. 
The  propoHtion  to  lay  it  upon  the  mortar  is  as 
good  a  substitute  as  has  occurred.  It  appear^ 
upon  evidence  which  is  credited,  that  a  snufi  mill 
usually  works  about  one-half  the  year ;  that  is, 
one  hundred  and  fifty-six  working  days  in  a  yew  j 
and  yields,  per  mortar,  of  the  whole  number  of 
mortars  contained  in  a  miU,  an  average  of  forty- 
five  pounds  <rf  muff  per  day.  It  follows,  that  Ave 
himdred  and  sixty-one  dollars  and  dxtyiix  cents 
per  mortar,  per  annum,  is  the  cqoivalient  of  the 
present  daty  of  eight  cents  per  pound.  There  afe 
objections  to  this  form  of  the  tax ;  bat,  as  it  a^ 
pears  to  be  generally  desired  by  the  mahnfiwtanwi, 
it  eeems  advisable  to  forego  them }  eepeeially  as 
the  present  plan  demands  far  moie  rigorous  pre- 
eauuons  for  the  effectoal  eoUeetioB  of  die  mf 
than  now  eziat,  (w  than  would  be  deemed  exp»> 
dient 

A  similar  difficulty  attends  the  tax  npoa  refined 
sugar ;  but  a  proper  sabstitDte  for  the  present 
flan  ie  not  pemiTCd.  It  will  fortify  the  venaue, 
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and  produce  no  undue  inconvenience  to  the  ma- 
nufacturer, if  he  be  required  to  annex  a  ticket  or 
tickets  to  each  loaf  of  sugar,  specifying  the  weight 
in  pounds ;  and  to  each  cask,  barrel,  keg,  box,  or 
other  package  of  refined  i^ugar,  specifying  the  con- 
tents and  weight  in  pounds,  corresponding  certifi- 
cates ox  tickets  to  accompany  imported  refined 
sDgar.  The  kinds  of  tickets  to  be  furnished  by 
the  respective  snpervisors^  and  accounted  to  for 
them.  The  observance  of  this  regulation  to  be 
secured  by  proper  penalties. 

The  act  which  lays  a  duty  on  carriages  for  the 
conveyance  of  persms,  exempts  from  the  duty  car- 
riages usualljrand  chiefly  employed  in  husbaiadry, 
and  in  carryiog  commodities.  It  is  a  material 
defect  in  this  act,  as  has  been  already  experienced, 
that  it  provides  no  summary  mode  for  delermin- 
iog  what  carriages  are  within  the  exempting  de- 
scription. Now,  every  disputed  case  must  be  the 
subject  of  a  suit  in  ail  the  legal  form^,  whicii  is 
equally  objectionable  on  the  score  of  delay  and 
expense.  It  is  not  perceived  that  any  iasurmounl- 
able difficulty  lies  in  the  way  of  providiugaremedy 
eoDsistentl J  with  a  due  deference,  in  the  last  resort, 
to  the  Judiciary  authority. 

In  revenue  laws,  too  much  is  as  great  a  fault  as 
toolittlesimplicity.  It  leaves  them  unprovisional— 
incapable  or  execution  in  a  manner  convenient 
either  to  the  public  or  to  individuals.  The  acts 
impostng  duties  on  licenses  for  selling  wines  and 
spirituous  liquors  at  retail,  and  upon  sales  at  auc- 
tion, authorize  allowances  not  exceeding  two-and- 
arhalf  per  cent,  for  compensation  to  officers,  and 
for  incideutal  expenses.  The  acts  laying  duties 
upon  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  persons,  and 
upon  snuff  and  refined  sugar,  make  no  provision 
for  such  compensations,  or  other  expenses  of  collec- 
tion. It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  that  the 
rate  of  two^nd-a-half  per  cent,  in  the  two  first- 
mentioned  acts  is  inadequate — that  it  ought  to  be 
extended  to  fire  per  cent.,  and  that  an  equal  pro- 
vision should  be  made  for  the  expense  of  collection 
under  the  two  last-mentioned  acts. 

The  restrictions  upon  officers  of  the  customs, 
and  upon  the  supervisors  and  other  ofiicers  of 
inspection,  with  regard  to  the  Public  Fund8,appear 
to  the  Secretary  unnecessary  and  iaconvenient — 
unnecessary,  because  those  officers,  having  no  con- 
cern whatever  with  any  branch  of  public  business 
that  respects  the  management  of  the  funds,  can 
have  no  official  influence  upon  the  policy  or  exe- 
cution of  the  measures  whicn  r^rd  them,  further 
than  by  a  punctual  collection  ot  the  revenues — 
inconvenient,  because  it  deprives  tbem  of  a  mean 
of  investing  any  little  sums  they  may  save  or  ac- 
quire, in  a  mode  very  convenient  to  men  who,  from 
jituation,are  less  liable  to  avail  themselves  of  other 
opportonities.  If  the  being  stockholders  can  have 
•ny  influence  upoi  them  as  ofiScers,  it  must  be  of 
«  kind  favorable  to  the  pnUie  service,  by  increas- 
iag  their  personiU  interest  in  the  exaet  colleetton 
■of  the  revenue.  If  the  idea  which  dictated  the 
restrictions  was,  that  they  might  use  the  public 
attouey  in  speculations  in  stock,  the  answer  is,  that 
«lus  is  not  m  their  power,  from  the  ntpiditr  with 
Unueh  It  is  tnuuferred  to  the  Trwawry;  and  if  b 


were  practicable  for  tbem  to  divert  the  poblie 
money,  and  a  disposition  to  do  it  should  in  Uf 
case  exist,  it  might  operate  through  other  chut- 
Dels.  In  lieu  of  the  restrictions  concerning  the 
funds,  the  employment  of  public  money  forpn- 
vate  purposes  may,  if  thought  necessary,  be  itill 
further  guarded  against  by  jienalties.  Those  re- 
strictions in  reference  to  the  immediate  officen  of 
the  Treasury  Department  and  the  CommissioDcn 
of  Loans  are  entirely  proper,  and  ought  (o  be  main- 
tained }  but  it  is  believed  that  it  is  not  on\j  uselm, 
but  injurious,  to  give  them  greater  extensioa.  The 
multiplication  ot  ivstrictions  on  the  puUictdSeen 
will  render  greater  compensations  necessary,  vU 
be  a  source  of  expense  to  the  public. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

Sea^arif  of  the  TVeowry. 

Tbeaspbt  Dep.\Rtmest,  Januari/  31, 1795. 

Note. — Since  the  conclusion  of  this  Report,  ilw 
Secretary  has  learnt  that  a  bill  (the  progrw  fS 
which  his  peculiar  situation  had  prevented  hisolh 
serving)  has  actually  passed  the  two  Houses,  ft* 
changing  the  tenns  of  six,  nine,  and  twelve  nioatbis 
into  eight,  ten,  and  twelve.   This  hill,  besides  in- 
terfering  disad  vantageously  with  acrang«neiiti  ef 
the  Treasury,  foimded  upon  the  existing  provisloii 
of  the  laws,  will,  it  is  apprehended,  teou  to  increw 
an  inconvenience  which  the  above  suggestions  ait  ; 
meant  to  lessen— the  too  great  concentration  of 
mercantile  payments.   Any  accidental  dennge-  I 
ment  of  the  mercantile  body  from  overtradinf  or 
other  cause  would,  in  this  situation^  endaoftt 
consequences  to  the  Treasury  which  it  migbtbe 
difficult  to  meet  by  other  expedients;  wherees.1 
subdivision  into  shorter  aad  more  numerous  peri- 
ods, by  diminishing  the  effect,  would  admit,  n  i 
sucn  cases,of  an  easy  substitute.   ThemercbuB  I 
themselves  are  particularly  interested  in  tbuqw- 
lion ;  for  the  reaction  upon  them  of  any  emlw  , 
rassment  of  the  Treasury  might  render  tfail  >  | 
general  and  lasting  mischief  which  might  otko- 
wise  have  been  only  a  partial  and  transieDt^ 
order.  I 


THE  NATIONAL  DEFENCE. 

Departmemt  of  War,  December  10, 1794. 

SiH ;  In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Preside 
of  the  United  States,  I  have  die  honor  to  subnuiK 
the  House  of  Representatives  a  statement  of 
difficulties  and  inconveniences  as  baveoecanW 
in  the  execution  of  the  act,  entitled  An  act  oo^ 
effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defeneeV 
establishing  an  uniform  militia  thnN^hoat  at 
United  States." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  with  great  respect,  yov 
obedient  servant, 

H.  KNOX,  Secretary  of  »»r 

The  SFBAKERofthe  Houaeof  Rept-oJAe  t  « 

The  Sbcbktabx  of  Waji,  m  obedience  to  the 
the  PrewlcHitofthe  United  States,  rtMiwotM?"^ 
die  idtoivtag  slaUBUent  of  sudi  diffieohiM  snd 
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vanioncM  as  have  occnrred  in  the  execntion  of  the 
act,  entitled  "  An  act  more  cfiectually  to  provide  fbr 
the  national  defence  by  eatablirfiing  an  naifimu  mili- 
ti«  throagbont  the  United  Ststea." 

That  a  difficulty  of  primary'  importance  appears 
to  oi^wne  the  execution  of  the  first  seotion  of  the 
before-recited  act.  The  militia  are  requested  to 
arm  and  equip  themselves  at  their  own  expense, 
but  there  is  no  penalty  to  enforce  the  injunction 
of  the  law. 

The  subscriber  is  informed  that  several  S-tates 
have  passed  auxiliary  laws  to  the  act  of  Congress. 
The  laws  of  the  following  States  upon  this  sub- 
ject are  in  his  possession,  to  wit :  Massachusetts, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  North 
Carolina. 

The  penalties  by  these  for  non-equipment  and 
armament  appear  to  be  according  to  the  following 
extracts: 

Massachutetts — -passed  June  22, 1793. 

"/Ind  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
qforeaaid.  That  every  non-commissioned  officer  or 

Erivate  of  the  infantry  who  shall  neglect  to  keep 
imself  armed  and  equipped  as  aforesaid,  or  who 
shall  on  a  muster^ay,  or  at  any  other  time  of  ex- 
aminaticm,  be  destitute  of,  or  appear  unprovided 
with  the  arms  and  equipments  herein  directed, 
(except  as  before  excepted,)  shall  pay  a  fine  not 
exceeding  twenty  sbiUinss,  in  proportion  to  the 
articles  of  which  he  shalF  be  deficient,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  before  whom 
trial  shall  be  had.  And  all  parents,  masters,  and 
guardians  shall  furnish  those  of  the  said  militia 
who  shall  be  under  their  care  and  command,  with 
the  arms  and  equipments  before-mentioned,  under 
the  like  penalties  tor  any  neglect.  And  whenever 
the  Selectmen  of  any  town  shall  judge  any  inha- 
bitant thereof  belonging  to  the  militia  unable  toarm 
and  equip  himself  in  manner  as  aforesaid,  they 
shall,  at  the  expense  of  the  town,  provide  for  and 
{umish  such  inhabitant  with  the  aforesaid  arms 
and  equipments,  which  shall  remain  the  property 
of  the  town  at  tne  expense  of  which  they  shall  be 

SroTided.  And  if  any  soldier  shall  embezzle  or 
estroy  the  arms  and  equipments  with  which  he 
shall  he  furnished,  he  shall,  upon  conviction  before 
some  Justice  of  the  Peace,  be  adjudged  to  replace 
the  article  or  articles  which  shall  by  him  be  so< 
emboEzled  or  destroyed,  and  to  pay  the  cost  from 
the  process  arising  against  him.  And  if  he  shall 
not  perform  the  same  within  fourteen  days  after 
such  adjudication,  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the 
Selectmen  of  the  town  to  which  he  shall  belong, 
to  bind  him  out  to  service  or  labor  for  such  term 
or  time  as  shall,  in  the  discretion  of  the  said  Jus- 
tice, be  sufficient  to  procure  a  sum  of  money  equal 
to  tne  value  of  the  article  or  articles  so  embezzled 
or  destroyed,  and  pay  cost  arising  as  aforesaid." 

New  Jatey—paaaed  June  5, 1793. 

"  And  if  any  such  militiaman  shall  appear, 
when  called  out  to  exercise  or  into  service,  with- 
out a  musket  or  rifle,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 


sum  of  three  shillinn  and  nine  pence,  and  for  want 
of  every  other  of  the  aforesaid  articles,  six  pence. 
Each  and  every  man  so  enrolled  as  aforesaid,  and 
providing  himself  with  the  arms,  ammunition,  and 
accoutrements  required  as  aforesaid,  shall  hold  the 
same  exempted  from  all  suits,  distress,  executions 
or  sales  for  debt,  or  the  payment  of  taxes:  i*ro- 
vided  always,  That  whenever  the  majors  of  any 
battalion  shall  judge  any  person  enrolled  therein 
unable  to  arm  and  equip  himself  as  aforesaid,  such 
person  shall  not  be  subject  to  any  fine  for  not  arm- 
mg;  anything  herein  contained  to  the  contrary 
not  wi  thstandmg." 

Pemutylvania— pasted  April  11, 1793. 

"  Provided  always,  That  whenever  the  field-  offi- 
cers of  any  regiment  shall  judge  any  person  en- 
rolled therein  unable  to  arm  and  equip  himself  as 
aforesaid,sach  person  shall  not  be  subject  toany  fine 
for  not  arming;  anything  herein  contained  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding." 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  specified  penally  is 
imposed  by  this  act  oo  persons  neglecting  to  arm 
and  equip  Uiemselves. 

Maryland^-paased  at  November  SeanonSf  1793. 

"  And  any  non-commissioned  officer  or  matross 
in  the  artillery,  and  any  non-commissioned  officer 
or  dragoon,  who  shall  so  refuse  or  neglect  to  attend 
on  any  of  the  said  days,  armed  and  accoutred  as 
aforesaid,  (except  as  before  excepted,)  shall  forfeit 
a  sum  not  exceeding  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per  daj[: 
and  all  other  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  attend,  armed 
and  accoutred  as  herein  betbre  directed,  (except 
as  before  excepted,)  shall  forfeit  and  pay  one  cent 
per  day,  unless  excused,  for  appearmg  without 
arms  and  accoutremeols,  by  the  commanding  offi- 
cers of  their  respective  companies  for  the  day." 

North  Girolina^-passed  July  18, 1794. 

And  every  non-commissioned  officer  and  pri- 
vate who  shall  fail  to  appear  on  the  said  occasions, 
shall  forfeit  for  every  such  failure  or  neglect,  ten 
shillings;  or  if  appearing,  he  be  not  armed  and 
provided  in  a  manner  as  directed  in  this  act,  shall, 
for  such  deficiency,  forfeit  and  pay  five  shillings. 
And  if  the  officers  of  a  company,  or  any  two  of 
them,  after  an  examination  upon  oath,  shall  ad- 
judge any  person  or  persons  enrolled  as  aforesaid, 
to  ^  mcapable  of  providing  and  furnishing  him 
or  themsetves  with  the  arms,  ammunition,  and  ac- 
coutrements required  by  this  act^  they  shall  make 
report  thereof  to  the  next  battalion  court-martial, 
as  the  case  may  be,  who  may,  if  it  Aould  appear 
necessary,  exempt  such  person  or  persons  from  the 
fines  and  forfeitures  by  tnis  act  imposed,  until  such 
arms  and  accoutremenU«  shall  he  provided  and 
delivered  him  or  them  by  the  court-martial,  who 
shall  take  security  for  the  safe-keeping  oi^  such 
arms  and  accoutrements,  to  be  returned  whoi 
required." 

But  it  is  certain  that,  were  the  penalties  greatly 
enhanced^  an  insuperable  difficulty  would  oeeur 
in  obtaining  the  requisite  number  of  arms  in  anjr 
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leasQuaUe  Deriod.  The  numbers  comprehended 
in  the  act  from  eighteen  to  forty-five  years  of  age, 
inclusivelyj  deducting  the  exempts  and  mariners, 
may  be  estimated  probably  at  about  four  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  men.  Of  these,  probably  not 
one  hundred  thousand  are  armed  as  the  act  re- 
quires, although  a  greater  number  mi^ht  be  found 
of  common  and  ordinary  mo&kets  without  bayo- 
nets. The  deficiency  cannot  be  supplied  from 
Europe,  under  the  present  circumstances.  The 
only  solid  resource  to  obtain  a  supply,  is  the  estab- 
lishment of  manufactories  in  each  State. 

The  deficiency  of  arms  cannot  be  more  forcibly 
exemplified  than  that,  to  arm  the  militia  lately 
called  into  service,  estinuited  at  fifteen  thousand, 
the  number  of  ten  thousand  arms  have  been  issued 
from  the  public  Arsenals.  Loss  and  injury  must 
be  expected  to  arise  upon  the  articles  issued. 

No  adequate  provision  appears  to  be  estabUshed 
by  the  act  for  securing  the  obedience  of  the  militia 
to  the  call  of  the  Executive  of  the  United  States. 

It  would  seem  essential  that  any  law  which  the 
Congress  should  pass  upon  the  subject  ot  the  mi- 
litia should  contain  within  Itself  aL  the  necessary 
provisions  for  its  complete  execution. 

The  late  experiment  proves,  at  least  in  some 

Krts,  that  the  laws  were  inefficient ;  and  had  it  not 
en  for  voluntary  zeal  which  came  to  its  aid,  the 
community  might  have  experienced  great  evils. 

It  would  appear  to  be  essential,  that  when  the 
militia  are  in  actual  service,  they  ought  to  be 
bound  by  the  military  code  of  the  United  States. 

The  enrolment  of  men  of  the  ages  specified  in 
the  act,  notwithstanding  the  exemptions ;  holding 
them  responsible  for  military  service,  and  enforc- 
ing the  same,  appears  to  be  a  circumstance  which 
majr  operate  injuriously  to  the  industry  and  con- 
Tenience  of  the  community. 

Of  the  returns.enjoined  by  the  tenth  section  of 
the  said  act,  the  following  only  have  been  received: 


PhMntizfn 

Toul. 

Musadiasetts 

64,426 

77,847 

Connecticat 

16,e&l 

New  Jersey 

S6,887 

Oecngn  • 

10,ISO 

-  Whether  the  act  in  question  is  susceptible  of 
such  alterations  and  amendments,  on  its  present 
linnci^es,  as  will  secnre  the  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived mnb  a  well-o^anized  militia^  or  whether 
a  limited,  bat  a  select  and  efficient  corps  of  mili- 
tia, formed  on  a  principle  of  rotation  or  otherwise, 
and  taken  from  the  classes  least  injurious  to  the 
industry  of  the  community,  would  not  better  fulfil 
that  object,  and,  at  the  same  time^  better  comport 
with  economy,  are  questions  which  the  wisdom 
of  Congress  alone  is  competent  to  decide. 

All  which  is  submitted. 

H.  KNOX,  Secretary  of  War. 

X>EPARTMBNT  OP  Wak,  December  10, 1794. 


PREaEBVATION  OP  PEACE  WITH  THE 
nn)IAN& 

The  SMMVftaT  ov  Wae  Mspeetftiflf  sahidi  kte 
Premdent  of  the  United  StMet  the  fcinwif^  ofaMRi- 
tuns  req>eeting  the  |a«Mrvatini  itftte  pases  viA 
the  Indian  Tiiben,  with  whoiB  tbe  Unitod  8Mh 
have  formed  Treaties. 

To  retrace  the  conduct  of  the  Grovemment  of 
the  United  States  towards  the  Indian  tribes,  sbet 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  cannot  fail  u 
afibrd  satbfaction  to  every  philosophic  sod  hu- 
mane mind. 

A  constant  solicitude  appears  to  have  existed 
in  the  Executive  and  Congress,  not  only  to  fna 
treaties  of  peace  with  the  Indians  upon  principb 
of  justice,  but  to  impart  to  them  all  the  VMsa^ 
of  civilized  life,  of  which  their  Mtnditiontsia- 
eeptiUe. 

That  a  persevennce  in  such  priQci[des  ud 
conduct  will  reflect  permanent  honor  upon  (be 
national  character,  cannot  be  doubted.  At  die 
same  time,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  the  ei- 
ecuticm  of  the  good  iutentions  of  the  poktic  ii 
frequently  embarrassed  widi  perplexing  cout- 
derations. 

The  desires  of  too  many  frontier  white  people, 
to  seize  by  force  or  fraud  upon  the  neigflbonsg 
Indian  lands,  has  beeuj  and  still  continues  U)  bt; 
an  unceasing  cause  of  jealousy  and  hatred  on 
part  of  the  Indians,  and  it  would  appear,  upcm  i 
calm  investigation,  that,  until  the  Indiaos  can  be 
quieted  upon  this  point,  and  rely  with  confideoR 
upon  the  protection  of  their  lands  by  tbe  UniieJ 
States,  no  well-grounded  hiqw  of  tranquility  cm 
be  entertained. 

The  encroachmrat  of  ^ite  people  is  iaeeMBl- 
ly  watched,  and,  in  unguarded  moments,  they  aw 
murdered  by  tbe  Indians.  Revenge  is  sod^^ 
and  the  innocent  frontier  people  are  too  freqvcai- 
ly  involved  as  victims  in  the  cruel  contest  This 
^pears  to  be  a  princi^  cause  of  Indian  win- 
That  there  are  exceptions  will  not  be  denied.  The 
passion  of  a  young  savage  for  war  and  fame  is  too 
mighty  to  be  restrained  by  the  feeble  advice  of  the 
old  men.  An  adequate  police  seems  to  be  «u(- 
ing  either  to  prevent  or  punish  the  depredatioit 
of  the  unruly.  It  would  afibrd  a  conscious  pies- 
sure  could  the  assertion  be  made  on  our  part,  that 
we  have  ctHisidered  the  murders  of  Indisiu  the 
name  as  the  murders  of  whites,  and  have  poaishii 
them  accordingly.  This,  however,  is  not  the 
case.  The  irritatedpassionsonaccountitfsanft 
cruelty  are  generally  too  keen  in  the  |rfacesiritac 
trials  are  had  to  convict  and  punish  hx  the  kiU- 
ing  of  an  Indian.  It  is  considered  as  unnecesaT 
to  cite  instances,  although  multitudes  mifl^t  * 
adduced  in  almost  every  part  of  thecOuntiy,fiv* 
its  first  settlement  to  the  present  time. 

If  this  view  of  the  inability  of  both  parties  n 
keep  the  j^ce  be  correct,  it  would  seem  to  fol- 
low, as  a  iHst  consequence,  that  adequate  letae^ 
ought  to  be  provided  for  an  evil  of  such  magu- 
tude. 

It  is  certainly  an  evil  to  be  involved  in  hostib- 
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ies  with  tribes  of  savages,  amounting  to  two  or 
iiree  thousand,asisthecaseNortfawestof  the  Ohio, 
tut  this  evil  would  be  greatly  increased,  were 
general  Indian  war  to  prevail  South  of  thf;  Ohio ; 
Eie  Indian  warriors  cf  the  Four  Nations  in  that 
uarter  not  being  much  diort  of  fourteen  thou- 
■nd,  not  to  advert  to  the  combinations  which  a 
eneral  Indian  war  might  produce  with  the  Ea- 
opean  Power^  with  whom  the  tribes  both  North 
ad  South  of  the  Ohio  are  connected. 
It  seems  that  our  own  experience  would  de- 
lonstrate  the  proprietor  of  endeavoring  to  pre- 
erre  a  pacific  conduct  in  preference  to  a  hostile 
ae  with  the  Indian  tribes.  The  United  States 
an  get  nothing  by  an  Indian  war,  but  they  risk 
len,  money,  and  reputation.  As  we  are  more  pow- 
rful  and  more  enlightened  than  they  are,  there  is 
responsibility  of  national  character,  that  we 
iiould  treat  them  with  kindness  and  even  liberal- 
ly. It  is  a  melancholy  reflection,  that  our  modes 
'"tion  have  been  more  destructive  to  the 


ndiail  natives  than  the  condact  of  the  conquerors 
f  Mexico  and  Peru.  The  evidence  of  this  is  the 
liter  extirpation  of  nearly  all  the  Indians  in  most 
•opulous  parts  of  the  Union.  A  fhture  historian 
nay  mark  the  causes  of  this  destruction  of  the 
lUman  race  in  sable  colors.  Although  the  pre- 
eot  Ooveroment  of  the  United  States  cannot, 
Tith  propriety,  be  involved  in  the  opprobrium, 
et,  it  seems  necessary,  however^  in  order  to  ren- 
ler  their  attention  upon  this  subject  strongly  cha- 
acteristic  of  their  justice,  that  some  powerful  at- 
empts  should  be  made  to  tranquilize  the  frontiers, 
Brticularly  those  South  of  the  Ohio.  The  situa- 
;on  of  the  settlements  on  Cumberland  loudly  de- 
land  the  interference  and  protection  of  Grovern- 
aent.  It  is  true  some  unauthorized  offensive 
perations  have  proceeded  from  thence  against 
he  lower  Cherokee  towns,  and  victims  were  sa- 
rified.  Whether  these  victims  were  all  warriors, 
V  whether  women  and  children  were  not  involv- 
ed in  the  destruction,  seems  to  merit  inquiry. 

Upon  the  most  mature  reflection,  the  subscriber 
las  been  able  to  bestow  upon  this  subject,  arising 
rom  the  experience  of  several  vears*  observation 
hereof,  he  numbly  conceives  all  attempts  to  pre- 
erve  the  peace  with  die  Indian  trib^  will  be 
ound  inadequate,  short  of  an  arrangement  some- 
vbat  like  the  following,  to  wit : 

1.  That  a  line  of  military  posts,  at  such  dis- 
ances  as  shall  be  directed^  be  established  upon 
he  frontiers  within  the  Indian  boundary,  and  out 
f  the  ordinary  jurisdiction  of  any  State,  provid- 
^  consent  can  oe  obtained  for  the  purpose  from 
he  Indian  tribes ;  that  these  posts  be  ^rrisoned 
vith  regular  troops  under  the  direction  of  the 
^sident  of  the  United  States. 

2.  That  if  any  murder  or  theft  be  conunitted 
tpon  any  of  the  white  inhabitants,  by  an  Indian 
mown  to  belon|[  to  anjr  Indian  nation  or  tribe, 
nch  nation  or  tnbe  shall  be  bound  to  deliver  him 
ir  them  up  to  the  nearest  military  post,  in  order 
0  be  tried  and  punished  by  a  court-martial,  or  in 
ailore  thereof  the  United  States  will  take  satis- 
faction upon  the  nearest  Indian  town  belonging 
0  such  nation  or  tribe. 


3.  "  That  alt  persons  who  shall  be  assembled 
or  embodied  in  arms  on  any  lands  belonging  to 
Indians  out  of  the  ordinary  jurisdiction  of  any 
State,  or  of  the  Territory  South  of  the  Ohio,  for 
the  purpose  of  warritig  against  the  Indians,  or  of 
committing  depredations  upon  any  Indian  towui 
or  persons,  or  property,  shall  thereby  become  lia- 
ble and  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war, 
which  are  or  sh^  be  established  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  troops  of  the  United  States."  This 
was  a  section  of  a  bill  which  the  Senate  passed 
the  last  session,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  more 
effectual  protection  of  the  Southwestern  frontiers," 
but  it  was  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

If,  to  this  arrangement  the  expense  should  be 
objected,  it  is  to  remembered  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  law,  has  au- 
thorized both  the  Governor  of  Georgia  and  the 
Governor  of  the  Southwestern  Territory  to  esta- 
Itsh  a  defensive  protection,  which  amounts  to  a 
large  sum  annually. 

Posts,  therefore,  requiring  earrisons  amounting 
to  one  thousand  five  nundred  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates,  for  the  whole  Soathwes^em 
frontiers,  from  the  St.  Mary's  to  the  Ohio,  would 
probably  be  adeauate  to  this  object. 

If  the  poets  belonging  to  the  United  States  and 
now  occupied  by  the  British,  North  of  the  Ohioj 
be  soon  delivered  up,  they,  with  a  post  at  the  Miapu 
Villages,  and  posts  of  communication  down  the 
Wabash  on  the  South,  and  the  Miami  river  to 
Lake  Erie,  on  the  North,  together  with  a  post  at 
Presqu'Isle,  would  be  a  prettv  adequate  protec- 
tion to  the  frontier  North  of  the  Ohio,  and  a  curb 
to  any  Indian  tribes,  discontented  without  jntt 
cause,  which  it  is  presumed  will  never  be  afforded 
by  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States. 

If  to  these  vigorous  measures  should  be  com- 
bined the  arrangement  ckT  trade  recommended  to 
Congress  andthe  establishment  of  agents  to  re- 
side in  the  principal  Indian  towns,  with  adequate 
compensations,  it  would  seem  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  then  have  made  the  fairest  experi- 
ment of  a  system  of  justice  and  humanity,  which 
it  is  presumed  could  not  possibly  fail  of  being 
blessed  with  its  proper  effects,  an  honorable  tran- 
quility of  the  frontiers. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States. 

H.  KNOX,  Secretary  of  War. 
Department  of  War, 

December  29, 1794. 

THE  MINT. 

rOommmueated  to  Om  House  of  Reprasantathns  P«- 
bruM7  0,  1796.] 

Mr.  Bo0DiNOT,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
examine  and  report  on  the  state  of  the  Mint, 
and  what  further  measures  are  necessary  to 
render  the  institution  more  beneficial,  made  the 
following  report : 

That,  having  attended  at  the  several  depart- 
ments of  the  Mint,  and  carefully  examined  into 
the  present  state  of  the  institution,  the  committee 
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beg  leave  to  make  a  statement  of  the  effect  of 
their  inquiries,  under  the  following  heads : 

1.  The  officers  of  the  institution,  and  their  ac- 
tual duties. 

2.  The  present  state  and  progress  of  the  works. 

3.  The  expenses  attendiug  the  institution  to 
this  time. 

4.  The  improvements  yet  necessary  to  render: 
the  institution  beneficial  to  the  United  States. 

5.  The  stock  now  on  hand. 

6..  The  quantity  of  coin  that  may  be  produced 
when  the  works  are  complete. 

7.  The  keeping  of  the  accounts,  with  the  checks 
Decessary  to  prevent  peculation. 

1.  Aatothe  Officern  of  the  MitU,  and  their  actual 
duties. 

The  Director,  whose  duties,  besides  those  con- 
tained in  the  act  instituting  the  Mint,  are  the  ge- 
neral superintendence  of  the  whole  businr.-  in 
all  its  various  departments,  the  making  or  approv- 
ing of  all  contracts  and  purchases  relative  to  the 
institution,  determining  on  the  expediency  of  alt 
improvements,  buildings,  machines,  and  whatever 
may  be  thouKnt  necessary  for.promoting  the  uti- 
titjr  of  the  Mint ;  and,  lastly,  to  inspect  all  re- 
ceipts and  issues  of  the  Mint,  with  tne  accounts 
of  the  expenditure,  and  to  draw  warrants  for  tht- 
same. 

The  Assayer.— He  assays  all  metals  brought  to 
the  Mint,  and  reports  their  respective  qualities  to 
the  Treasurer  for  his  direction.  He  attends  and 
inspects  the  Molter  and  Refiner,  and  has  charge 
of  the  bullion  jointly  with  the  Treasurer  and 
Chief  Coiner.  He  has,  hitherto,  also  had  the 
care  ol  tbe  melting  and  refining  all  the  precious 
metals  that  have  come  to  the  Mint. 

The  Chief  Coiner  prepares  all  the  necessary 
machines  belonging  to  tne  different  branches  of 
coining  the  several  metals  directed  by  law  \  works 
all  the  ingots  received  from  the  Melter  and  Refi- 
ner into  a  proper  state  for  coining,  and,  when  com- 
pleted, delivers  them  over  to  the  Treasurer;  and, 
ustly,  oversees  all  the  different  workmen  employ- 
ed in  the  coinage,  and  keeps  them  in  their  duty. 

The  Engraver,  whose  actual  duties  are  the  rais- 
ing and  furnishing  all  punches  that  are  requisite 
for  the  completion  of  the  dies,  the  engraving  and 
sinking  alt  original  dies,  and  raising  aU  hubbs  that 
are  struck  out  of  them.  He  has  an  assistant  oc- 
casionally, as  the  business  is  urgent. 

The  Treasurer,  whose  duty  it  is  to  take  charge 
of  all  bullion  received  or  deposited  in  the  Mint 
for  coinage.  He  delivers  it  out  as  wanted  for 
working,  and  receives  in  return  all  the  coins  as 
they  an  completed  from  the  Chief  Coiner.  He 
registers  all  the  qualities  of  the  metals  as  reported 
by  the  Assayer,  ^nd  pays  out  all  the  coins,  when 
completed,  on  the  warrants  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  and  Director,  makes  all  payments 
on  account  of  the  Mint,  and  renders  his  account 
every  three  months  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Clerks. — At  present  there  are  three  clerks; 
one  of  them  performs  all  writings  relative  to  the 
Mint,  required  of  him  by  the  Director  and  Assay. 


er,  makes  out  all  orders  of  the  Director,  and  keep 
regular  entries  of  the  same.  He  keeps  an  tt- 
count  of  all  bullion  received  and  delivered  by  tbe 
Assayer,  acting  in  the  capacity  of  refiner,  aed 
does  sucn  out-of-door  business,  for  tbe  use  of  the 
Mint,  as  is  required  of  him  by  the  Director  « 
Assayer.  He  al»3  keeps  an  account  of  tbe  wod- 
men  employed,  pays  them  their  wages,  and  fm- 
cures  the  necessary  materials. 

One  other  is  clerk  to  the  Chief  Coiner,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  keep  an  account  how  much  and  what 
metal  is  received  by  the  CUiet  Coiner  from  itw 
Treasurer,  and  of  tbe  sum  returned  in  coin.  He 
weighs  out,  daily,  the  several  metals  to  the  propei 
workmen,  and  receives  it  back  at  night,  by  wtielu 
of  which  he  keeps  the  proper  entries.  He  maits 
out  the  pay  rolls  for  the  Director's  inspection,  oa 
which  warrants  on  the  Treasurer  are  issued.  H( 
is  present  at  the  payment  of  the  workmen,  aiJ 
taked  lliLii.-  receipts.  He  also  keeps  the  accountt 
of  the  contingent  expenses  attending  tbe  uuli- 
tution. 

The  remaining  clerk  belongs  to  the  Treasorer, 
and  keeps  all  accounts  relative  to  his  receipts,  ii- 
sues,  and  expenditures,  whether  of  buUioa,  coin, 
or  payments.  He  also  weighs  the  bullion  in  the 
first  mstance,  registers  the  quantity  of  alloy, 
,  counts  the  coin  issued  from  the  Mint.  Each  clert 
receives  a  i:aIary'of  $500  per  annum,  except  ilif 
Treasurer's,  who  receives  from  the  Director,  Mt 
of  his  own  salary,  atf  addition  of  $200  per  aaoom. 

2.  The  present  state  and  progress  of  tht  wrb. 

The  houses  are  built  on  three  lots  of  groundpin 
Seventh  street,  between  Market  and  Arch  streets, 
the  fee  simple  of  which  is  vested  in  the  Voilti 
Slates,  and  one  in  the  Northern  Liberties,  takM 
by  the  Director,  on  a  lease  of  five  years,  at  the 
trifling  rent  of  5  shillings  per  annum. 

The  works  consist  or  two  roUtog  machioetiw 
foe  hot  and  the  other  for  cold  metal,  worked  M 
four  horses,  and  requiring  five  hands  constantly 
to  attend  them  while  in  operation.  There  is  < 
third,  nearly  completed,  to  be  appropriated  to  la* 
smaller  coinage.  A  drawing  machine,  for  tw 
purpose  of  equalizing  the  strips  for  cutting  the 
planchettes,  and  are  worked  by  the  same  handsi* 
are  last  mentioned.  Three  cutting  presses  for  IM 
planchettes  of  larger  and  smaller  coins,  which  if* 
worked  by  one  man  each.  A  milling  machiK, 
which  is  intended  to  be  worked  by  the  horse  milL 
but  at  present  requires  one  hand.  Three  coiniw 
presses,  with  the  improvement  for  supplying  aw 
discharging  themselves  by  machinery.  SixnMjfc 
will  attend  three  if  in  one  room.  A  j 
dollars  and  medals  in  particular,  will  be  fiDishn 
in  about  three  months.  Two  turning  lathes  for 
dies,  and  a  boring  machine  for  making  '><'*'^,? 
the  large  frames,  screvrs  for  presses,  sttkes,  i«- 
ers,andan  infinite  variety  of  instruments  and  tooe 
necessary  to  carry  on  the  coinage. 

There  are,  besides,  three  annealing  aoa  otf 
boiling  furnace,  with  two  forges,  the  assay,  nwB- 
ing,  and  refining  furnaces. 

The  nett  prwJuce  of  these  works,  from  it?  ^ 
Itablishment  of  tbe  Mint  to  this  time,coosis>so' 
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1JD87,SOO  cents,  paid  into  the  Treasary  of  the 
United  Bates,  equal  to  $10,87S;  in  silver  coin5 
delivered,  $35,165.  The  fatQre  produce,  it  is 
said,  will  be  about  two  hundred  thousand  cents 
[>er  month. 

The  Treasurer  has  received,  in  gross  silver  bul- 
lion, from  depositors,  116,783  ounces  13  penny- 
eveights,  containiog  alloy,  below  the  sundard  of 
lie  United  States,  of  24,578  ounces,  7  penny- 

iveights. 

Your  committee  have  made  a  strict  inquiry  into 
ihe  causes  why  the  product  has  not  been  greater  in 
to  longa  lime  as  two  years  and  a  half  from  its  in- 
ititution,  and  find  that,  in  general,  the  difficulties 
itteuding  all  establishments  that  are,  in  their  form- 
ition  and  operatioa,  new  and  uncommon,  and 
Rrhicb,  thereiore,  require  experiments  to  be  made 
n  every  step  of  their  progress,  have  attended  this 
nstitution.  No  works  of  this  kind,  requiring 
:qual  force  and  equal  prrcision.  ever  having  been 
nade  in  this  country,  workmen,  those  expected  to 
M  obtained  from  Europe,  by  some  means  baring 
ailed  in  the  different  oranches,  were  hard  to  be 
fot,  and  many,  when  engaged,  were  not  masters 
>f  their  business;  the  materials  were  difficult  to 
K  obtained,  and  often  proved  insufficient  for  the 
brce  required ;  even  bar  iron,  from  the  large  size 
equired,  as  well  as  the  castings,  caused  great  de- 
ay  before  they  could  be  had.  Oftentimes,  when 
he  machinery  was  finished  and  set  to  work,  it 
■ave  way,  and  all  was  to  be  done  over  again.  All 
he  tools  necessary  to  make  the  machmes  vrere 
irsi  to  be  made  themselves.  Not  only  the  whole 
oachinery,  in  all  its  parts,  but  all  the  tools  neces- 
ary  fot  their  formation,  hare  been  executed  at  the 
ttint.  This  could  not  De  effected  by  an  union  of 
Jl  the  proper  artisans,  each  a  complete  workman 
D  his  own  department,  but,  from  necessity,  was 
ionfined  to  the  principal  officer  of  the  coining  de- 
nrtment,  who  could  only  proceed  from  theoretic 
vinciples,  with  the  assistance  of  such  workmen 
13  could  be  procured,  to  whom  most  of  the  ma- 
ihines.  however  common  in  Europe,  were  entirely 
lew.  Add  to  this,  that  mere  theoretic  know- 
edge  has  produced  greater  complexity  in  the  sys- 
em,  and  of  course  greater  delay  and  expense, 
hao  full  practical  knowledge  would  have  found 
lecessary. 

The  Mints  in  Europe  have  been  gradual  in  their 
mprovements,  and  hare  been  of  many  years 
tandine.  This  has  had  every  difficulty  to  strug- 
!le  with,  and  was  to  be  brought  to  perfection  at 
iQce,  lest  our  coins  should  not  bear  a  comparison 
vith  those  of  other  nations.  Those  lately  execu- 
ed  are  superior  to  any  made  in  Europe. 

The  buildings  were  all  to  be  completed  before 
he  works  could  be  begun.  The  lots  on  which 
he  same  are  built,  from  a  principle  of  economy, 
vere  so  restricted  in  size  that  they  are  now  found 
o  he  much  too  small,  and  so  insufficient  as  greatly 
o  hinder  the  several  operations  and  delay  the  bu- 
iness.  It  was  also  a  considerable  time  before  an 
■ngraver  could  be  engaged,  during  which  the 
3hief  Coiner  was  obliged  to  make  the  dies  for 
limself,  and  yet  the  dies  are  sulnect  to  frequent 
tUares  by  hmking.    Ckeat  ddays  lutTe  abo 


taken  place  for  want  of  a  Refiner  and  Melter,  pro- 
vision for  such  an  office  having  been  wholly  omit- 
ted in  the  law  instituting  the  Mint,  by  which  the 
present  stock  of  copper  remains  useless  and  un- 
productive. 

Your  committee  have  been  convinced  by  these 
facts,  as  well  as  from  actual  observation,  that  there 
are  substantial  reasons  exculpatory  of  the  officers 
of  the  Mint  for  the  delay  attending  this  undertak- 
ing; but  they  are  happy  in  observing  that  most 
of  these  difficulties  are  now  surmounted,  and  the 
future  product  of  the  coinage  must  be  very  con- 
siderable. 

3.  7Ti4i  expense  attending  the  institution  has  been 
very  great,  from,  the  neceasity  and  di^adtie* 

above  alluded  to. 

It  amounted,  on  the  30th  day  of  September  last, 
to  the  following  sums,  includmg  the  standing  ca- 
pital, and  copper  to  be  coined  into  mmey — 
Lands  purchu:>ed      -  $4,266  66 

Buildings,  apparatus,  machines,  &c.  -  22,720  46 
Purchase  of^copper  -  -  -  15,815  51 
Salaries  to  officers    -  15,591  90 


$58,394  61 

4.  Tlie  improvementa  yet  necessary. 

It  would  he  a  very  important  saving  to  the  pub- 
lic, as  well  as  add  great  expedition  to  every  part 
of  the  machinery,  if  they  could  he  put  in  motion 
by  water  or  steam,  instead  of  manual  labor  or 
that  of  horses.  At  present  water  is  out  of  the 
question,  without  removing  the  works  out  of  the 
city,  to  which  there  are  many  solid  objections; 
but  in  case  the  projected  canal  between  the 
Schuylkill  and  Delaware  should  he  accomplished, 
the  heavy  expense  of  this  institution  would  be 
greatly  reduced. 

It  has  already  been  mentioned,  as  one  cause  of 
delay,  the  omission  in  the  law  of  proyision  for  a 
Refiner  and  Melter,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to 
take  charge  of  all  metals  delivered  out  by  the 
Treasurer,  after  they  have  been  assayed  and  re- 
fined, and  melt  them  into  bars  and  ingots  fit  for 
the  rolling  machine,  when  they  are  to  be  delivered 
over  to  the  Chief  Coiner.  This  is  a  necessary 
and  essential  improvement.  The  law  originally 
contemplated  the  Assayer  as  the  only  officer  ne- 
cessary in  this  part«f  the  business. 

In  the  European  Mints,  all  metals  deposited  for 
coinage,  are  first  brought  to  the  proper  standard 
at  the  expense  of  the  owner,  and  by  private  pro- 
fessional workmen  established  in  that  country,  in- 
dependent of  the  Mint,  and  therefore  no  sucn  of- 
ficer belongs  to  those  institutions;  but,  in  this 
country,  for  want  of  such  a  private  establishment, 
it  becomes  a  necessary  department  of  the  Mint. 
And,  although  your  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  the  Assayer  might,  in  point  of  labor,  execute 
this  office,  bis  time  not  being  wholly  taken  up  in 
his  proper  department,  yet  the  propriety  of  posi- 
tive checks  throughout  the  whole  of  the  business 
of  the  Mint,  absolutely  forbids  it.  Such  an  offi- 
cer must,  therefore,  be  appointed,  or  the  former 
delays  will  necessarily  accrue.  Those  would  hare 
been  greater  than  they  hare  been  had  not  the  Di- 
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rector  employed  an  occasional  workman  to  assist 
in  that  part  of  the  operatioo. 

As  it  18  the  practice,  ia  all  the  Minta  of  Europe, 
for  the  owaers  of  bullioa  to  have  it  refiaed  to  the 
legal  standard  at  their  own  expense,  your  committee 
are  of  opiaion  that  a  reasonable  sum  from  every 
deposite  should  be  retaiiiect  by  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Mint  as  a  compensation  for  refining  and  meU- 
iag.  This  viU  appear  the  more  reasonable  when 
it  18  known  that  tne  bullion  already  lodged  in  the 
UQnt  has  cost  the  United  States  at  least  £500  for 
refiuing. 

Your  committee  further  find  that  the  standard 
fineness  of  silver  directed  by  law,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  officers  of  the  Mint,  contains  too  great  an 
alloy,  and  will  expose  the  coin  to  wear  black, and, 
therefore,  that  the  alloy  should  be  reduced. 

The  Eoglisli  standard  of  silver  coin  is  11  ounces 
2  pennyweights  of  pure  silver  in  the  pound  Troy. 

Spanish  coins  ought  to  contain  10  ounces  16 
pennyweights. 

French  crowns,  of  the  late  Government,  10 
ounces  17|  pennyweights. 

A  mean  of  both  is  10  ounces  16i  pennyweights. 

One-tenth  part  alloy,  which  is  the  standard  of 
the  present  (Wenment  of  France,  established 
as  a  mean  between  both,  leaves  10  ounces  16  pen- 
nyweights. 

But  the  standard  of  the  United  States  is  10 
ounces  14  pennyweights,  and  19.104  parts.  This 
extreme  fractional  part  of  our  standard  for  silver 
produces  great  inconvenience,  Without  aay  advan- 
tage, that  your  committee  could  discover;  and 
they  are,  therefore,  of  the  opinion  that  the  mean 
of  10  ounces  16  pennyweights  should  be  adopted. 
It  has  also  appeared  to  your  committee  thai  the 
price  of  copper  is  very  fluctuating,  and  may  so 
increase,  as,  in  some  deffree,  it  has  done  since  the 
law  for  ascertaining  the  weight  of  cents,  that, 
when  coined  and  issued,  coppersmiths  may  work 
them  up  to  considerable  advaatace.  To  prevent 
this  ([rowing  evil  provision  should  be  made,  by 
law,  in  time  to  check  it  Great  complaints  are 
made  throughout  the  United  States  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  obtaining  cents  when  coined.  The  prac- 
tice, hitherto,  in  ]mrsuance  of  the  requisition  of 
the  law,  has  been  for  the  Treasurer  of  the  Mint 
to  pay  them  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
StateSj  who  distributes  them  ^tmong  the  Banks  in 
this  city.  This  will  produce  a  supply,  in  time, 
for  the  States  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Mint, 
.but  will  not  give  satisfaction  to  the  distant  parts 
4)f  the  Union,  who  pay  their  equal  share  of  the 
expense. 

Tour  committee,  therefore,  are  of  opinion  that 
it  would  be  a  valuable  improvement  to  make  pro- 
vision, by  law,  for  a  more  general  distribution  of 
the  cents  as  they  are  coined. 

6.  ne  Sioek  0/ Metai, 

Now  on  hand,  uncoined,  ainotmts  to  upwards  of 
fifteen  tons  of  copper,  most  of  which  requires  re- 
fining, and  the  whole  melting  into  ingots,  prepar- 
ative to  rolling.  There  also  yet  remains  about 
35,507  ounces  of  silver  bullion  deposited  for  coin- 
ing, which  must  also  go  through  the  hands  of  the 


Refiner  and  Melter  before  it  can  be  coined;  ad 
large  quantities  are  ready  to  be  brought  when  the 
Mint  IS  ready  for  the  receipt  of  it. 

6.  The  prodtke  of  the  Worka  when  eomfUU. 

The  rolling  machines,  for  large  coin,  will  nil 
from  twelve  to  fifteen  thousand  ounces  pet  &y; 
that  for  small  coin,  about  half  that  quantity. 

The  drawing  machine,  for  strips,  can  eueofe 
daily,  the  produce  of  one  rolling  machine. 

The  three  cutting  presses  will  each  cat  bon 
fifteen  to  eiehte«i  thoosand  planchettes  per  dij, 
and  the  miSiing  machine  wiU  also  pa»  duo 
through  at  the  same  timc^  when  wwked  by  honer, 
but,  in  the  present  state,  will  mill  about  tea  thm- 
saud. 

The  three  coining  presses,  when  complete,  wS 
strike  from  eight  to  twelve  thousand  of  toe  smalk 
kinds  of  coin  per  day  ;  so  that,  on  an  aveia^tea 
thousand  cents,  equal  to  one  hundred  dollars,  fUT 
be  coined  in  a  day  by  each  press,  if  all  are  worini 

7.       JUeowOa  i^iie  lEni. 

These  are  kept  by  the  Treasurer,  according  to 
the  directions,  and  in  the  manner  pmnled  oat 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  awv  u 
your  committee  to  be  fully  checked,  for  the  aeeii- 
rity  of  the  public,  against  every  aveaue  of  de- 
ception. 

All  moneys  appropriated  for  the  use  of  ikc 
Mint,  and  advanced  by  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  are  granted  in  the  name  of  the  Tressoitt 
of  the  Mint,  on  warrants  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Tnt- 
sury,  and  from  him  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer  of 
the  MinL  and  are  deposited  in  the  Bank  d  the 
United  States,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasnierof 
the  Mint,  in  a  separate  account. 

He  receives  all  claims  upon  the  Mint,  in  tlx 
first  instance,  and  gives  them  his  approbatioD  be- 
fore they  can  pass.   These  are  unt^  the  bcadca 

Salaries  to  officers  and  clerks. 

Wages  of  laborers. 

Incioental  and  contingent  expenses. 

Copper  purchased  for  coinage. 

The  account  is  then  presented  to  the  Directot. 
who  examines  the  same,  and  issues  his  waniA 
on  the  Treasurer  of  the  Mint  for  payment.  Tkoe 
accounts  are  rendered  quarterly  by  the  Tressarf 
to  the  Treasury,  where  they  are  subject  to  thtf 
final  decision,  as  well  respecting  the  ordiiury 
penses  of  the  Biint,  as  Uie  accoontoof  buUieniH 
coinage. 

The  bullion  is  received  by  the  Treasurer  of  tw 
Mint,  in  the  first  instance,  who  gives  receifS 
therefor,  dated  and  numbered,  proKressively,  ^ 
tinguishing,  by  a  difierent  series,  uLose  giw 
silver  from  those  for  gold. 

These  receipts  are  entered  ina  rwstereuBBB' 
ing  two  account^  one  for  each  01  the  preeioB 
metals. 

All  bullion  is  inspected  by  the  Assayer,sadi 
few  grains  of  every  parcel  given  him  tobe» 
saye^  and  his  oertifioate  of  tne  pure  gold  or  if 
ver  in  each  deposite  is  retiumed,  to  be  eotsfn 
the  register;  the  Treasurer  then  compat*  * 
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value  of  the  deposite  ia  coin  of  the  United  Statesi 
which  is  entered  in  the  register. 

The  bullion  is  then  delivered  to  the  Chi^  Coin- 
er, on  the  warrant  of  the  Director,  to  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  Mint,  who  tabes  his  receipt  thereon. 
When  coined,  the  Chief  Coiner  pays  them  over, 
on  a  like  warrant,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Mint, 
and  he  again  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  on  a  warrant  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

By  this  system,  established  by  the  Treasury 
Department]  all  bullion  is  to  be  lodged  in  the 
vaults  of  the  Mint,  and  secured  under  two  locks, 
the  keys  of  iHiich  are  kept  by  the  Treasurer  and 
A«wyer. 

When  bullion  is  in  the  custody  of  the  Chief 
Coiner,  it  is  to  be  constantly  subject  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  Assayer,  he  bem^  responsible  for  the 
standard  purity  of  the  respective  coins ;  and,  when 
the  bullion  is  not  in  use,  it  is  to  be  kept  under  two 
locks,  the  keys  of  which  are  to  be  kept  by  the  As- 
sayer and  Cnief  Coiner. 

From  every  mass  of  coins  the  Treasurer  takes 
three  pieces,  in  the  presence  of  the  Assayer,  which 
are  secured  by  him  under  cover,  with  seal  of  the 
Assayer  thereon,  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in 
the  law. 

All  coins  made  on  account  of  individoals  are 
paid  by  the  Treasurer,  on  the  warrant  of  the  Di- 
rector. 

In  addition  to  these  cheeks,  all  receipts  of  bul- 
lion and  delivery  of  coins  are  entered  into  a  regju- 
lar  set  of  books,  kept  for  that  purpose. 
.  All  the  forms  of  the  docaments  requisite  for 
common  use  are  printed,  bound,  and  issued  under 
indented  checks,  for  the  greater  public  security. 

Your  committee  having  thus  given  a  concise 
state  of  the  Mint,  beg  leave  to  recommend  the 
following  resolutions : 

1.  Resolved,  That  ijrovision  ought  to  be  made, 
by  law,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Refiner  and 
Melter,  in  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  whose 
duty  it"  shall  be  to  take  charge  of  all  copper,  and 
silver,  and  gold  bullion,  delivered  out  by  ine  Trea- 
surer of  the  Mint,  after  it  has  been  assayed,  and 
reduce  it  into  bars  or  ingots  for  the  rolling  mills, 
and  then  to  deliver  them  to  the  Coiner  or  Trea- 
surer, as  the  Director  shall  judge  expedient,  and 
to  do  and  perform  all  other  duties  beloDgiDff  to 
^e  office  of  Refiner  and  Melter,  or  which  shall 
be  ordned  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint. 

S.  Hetohed,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made, 
by  law,  authorizing  the  Treasurer  of  the  Mint  to 
retain  two  cents  per  ounce  from  every  deposite  of 
silvn  buUiou  below  standard,  and  four  cents  per 
ounce  for  every  deposite  of  gold  bullion  below  the 
stan^rd,  unless  the  same  shall  require  the  opera- 
tion of  the  test,  then  six  cents  as  a  compensation 
for  refining  and  melting  the  same. 

3.  Reaolved,  That  the  gross  bullion  brought  for 
deposite  and  coinage  to  the  Mint,  shall  not  oe  re- 
ceived in  smaller  quantities  than  two  hundred 
ounces  of  silver  and  twenty  ounces  of  gold. 
.4.  Resolved,  That  the  standard  for  sUvercoio, 
as  now  estaUished  by  law,  be  altered,  and  made 
to  etuafiM  of  nine  eqiul  ten  parts  of  pare  sUve 


and  one-tenth  part  of  pure  copper,  being  equal  to 
ten  ounces  sixteen  pennyweights  of  pure  silver  in 
one  pound  Troy. 

5.  Resolved.  That  the  President  ol  the  United 
States  be  authorized  to  reduce  the  weight  of  the 
copper  coin  at  his  discretion  :  Provided,  Such  re- 
duction shall  not  exceed  two  pennyweights  in 
each  cent,  and  in  proportion  io  each  half  cent,  of 
which  he  shall  give  notice,  by  proclamation,  and 
report  the  same  to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

6.  Resolved.  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States  be  authorized,  by  law^  to  distribute,  at  the 
public  expense,  all  cents  received  from  the  Trea- 
surer of  tne  Mint,  by  sending  them  to  some  one 
Bank  in  each  State,  where  any  are  estabUshedj 
uid,  where  not,  to  the  principal  Collector  of  such 
State,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inhabitants 
of  the  State,  to  be  by  them  paid  out,  for  cash  to 
any  person  requesting  the  same,  in  sums  not  less 
than  ten  dollars  value. 

7.  Resolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made, 
by  law,  enabling  the  Director  and  Treasurer  of 
the  Mint  to  give  a  preference  to  bullion  brought 
to  the  Mint,  already  of  or  above  the  standard  of 
the  United  States,  so  as  not  to  be  prevented  coin- 
ing and  issuing  the  same,  although  bullion  below 
the  standard,  and  not  yet  refined,  may  have  been 
deposited  for  coinage  before  it;  any  thing  in  any 
law  heretofore  passed  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 


Bt  thb  Pbbbidbnt  of  the  Uhitbd  Statu  or 
Ahbbica, 
A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  I  have  received  information  that  cer- 
tain persons  in  violation  of  the  laws  have  pre- 
sumed, under  ctdor  of  a  foreign  authority,  to  en- 
list citizens  of  the  United  States  and  others  within 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  have  there  assembled 
an  armed  force  for  the  purpose  of  invading  and 
plundering  the  Territories  of  a  nation  at  peace 
with  the  said  United  States :  And  whereas  sath 
unwarrantaUe  measures,  being  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  nations  and  to  the  duties  incumbent  on 
every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  tend  to  disturb 
the  tranquility  of  the  same,  and  to  involve  them 
in  the  calamities  of  war;  And  whereas  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Executive  to  take  care  that  such  crimi- 
nal proceedings  should  be  suppressed,  the  ofibnders 
broi^t  to  justice,  and  all  good  citizens  cautioned 
against  measures  ^kety  to  prove  so  pernicious  to 
their  country  and  themselves,  should  they  be  s*- 
duced  into  simitar  infractions  of  the  laws. 

I  have,  theref(H-e,  thought  proper  to  issue  this 
Proclamatttm  hereby  solemnly  warning  every  per- 
son not  authorized  by  the  laws,  against  enlisting 
any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or 
levying  troops,  or  assembling  any  persons  within 
the  United  States  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  or 
proceeding  in  any  manner  to  the  ezeeuUtm  thereof 
as  they  will  answer  the  same  at  their  peril ;  and 
I  do  also  admonidi  and  require  all  citizens  to  re- 
frain from  enlisting,  enrolling,  or  assembling  them- 
selves for  such  unlawful  purposes,  and  from  being 
a  any  vise  eoneeraed,  aidii^:  <»  abetting  thereiaj 
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as  they  tender  their  own  welfare,  inasmuch  as  all 
lawful  means  will  be  strictly  put  in  execution 
for  securing  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  for  puuish- 
ing  such  dangerous  and  daring  violations  thereof; 

And  I  do  moreover  cha»e  and  require  all  Courts, 
magistrates,  and  other  ofl^ers,  whom  it  may  coa- 
cem,  according  to  their  respective  duties,  to  exert 
the  poweni  in  tnem  severairT  vested  to  prevent  and 
suppress  all  such  unlawful  assemblages  and  pro- 
ceedings, and  to  bring  to  condign  punishment  those 
who  may  have  been  guilty  thereof,  as  they  regard 
the  due  authority  or  Goveroroent,  aud  the  peace 
and  welfare  of  the  United  States. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of 
the  United  States  of  America  to  be  affixed  to  these 
presents,  and  signed  the  same  with  my  hand. 
Done  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  twenly-fourlh 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-four,  aud  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America  the  eighteenth. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

By  the  President :   Edh.  RimnoLPH. 

Bt  tbb  Pribident  or  thb  United  States  of 

Ambrioa, 
A  PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas  combinations  to  defeat  the  execution 
of  the  laws  lay^iag  duties  upon  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States,  and  upon  stills,  have 
from  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  those  laws 
existed  in  some  of  the  Western  parts  of  Pcnusyl- 
vania:  And  whereas  the  said  combinations,  pro- 
ceeding in  a  manner  subversive  equally  of  the 
just  authority  of  Government  and  of  the  rights  of 
individuals,  have  hitherto  effected  their  dangerous 
and  criminal  purpose;  by  the  influence  of  certain 
irregular  meetings  whose  proceedings  have  tended 
to  encourage  and  uphold  the  spirit  of  opposition; 
1^  misrepresentations  of  the  laws  calculated  to 
render  them  odious ;  by  endeavors  to  deter  those 
who  might  be  i>o  disposed  from  accepting  offices 
under  them,  through  fear  of  public  resentment  and 
of  injury  to  person  and  property,  and  to  compel 
those  who  had  accepted  such  office^  by  actiul 
riolence  to  surrender  or  forbear  the  execution  of 
them ;  by  circulating  vindictive  menaces  against 
all  those  who  shouut  otherwise  directly  or  indi- 
rectly aid  in  the  execution  of  the  said  taws,  or 
who,  yielding  to  the  dictates  of  conscience,  and  to 
ft  sense  of  obligation,  should  themselves  comply 
therewith;  by  actually  iojuringand  destroying  the 
property  of  persons  who  were  understood  to  have 
so  complied;  by  inflicting  cruel  and  humiliating 
punishments  upon  private  citizens,  for  no  other ; 
cause  than  that  of  appearing  to  be  the  friends  of 
the  laws;  by  intercepting  the  public  officers  on  the 
highways,  abusing,  assaulting,  and  dtherwise  ill 
treating  them;  by  going  to  their  houses  in  the 
night,  gaining  admittance  by  force,  taking  away 
their  papers,  and  committing  other  outrages;  em- 
ploy iiig  for  these  unwarrantaUe  purposes  the 
agency  of  armed  banditti  disguised  in  such  man- 
ner as  for  the  most  part  to  escape  discovery ;  And 
whereas  the  endeavors  of  the  Legislature  to  ob- 
riate  x>bjectiona  to- the  said  laws,  by  lowering  the 


duties  and  by  other  alterations  conducive  tothe 
convenience  of  those  whom  they  iiumediatdf 
affect,  (though  they  have  given  satis&etioD  in 
other  quarters,)  and  the  endeavors  of  the  exeev- 
tive  officers  to  conciliate  a  compliance  with  tlu 
laws,  by  explanations,  by  forbearance,  and  even  bf 
particular  accommodations,  founded  on  tbe  sug- 
gestions of  local  considerations,  have  been  diap- 
pointed  of  their  effect  by  the  machinations  of  pe^ 
sons  whose  industry  to  excite  resisunce  has  in- 
creased with  every  appearance  of  a  dispositioe 
among  the  people  to  rewx  in  their  opposiuon  lod 
to  acquiesce  in  the  laws,  insomuch  that  many  pa-  , 
sons  in  the  said  Western  parts  of  PenosylTinii 
have  at  length  been  hardy  enough  to  perpeiratt 
acts  which  I  am  advised  amount  to  treason,  being  i 
overt  acts  of  levying  war  against  the  United  ; 
States ;  the  said  persons  having  on  the  siiteentb 
and  seventeenth  of  July  last  past  proceednl  in 
arms  (on  the  second  day,  amounting  tosevenl 
hundreds)  to  the  bouse  of  John  Neville,  inspecur 
of  the  revenue  for  the  fourth  survey  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania,  having  repeatedly  attsckid  : 
the  said  house  with  the  persons  tberem,  wound- 
ing some  of  them ;  having  seized  David  Leooi,  ! 
marshal  of  the  district  of  Pennsylvania,  who,  pn-  | 
vious  thereto,  had  been  fired  upon  while  in  the 
execution  of  his  duty,  by  a  party  of  armed  bmb. 
detaining  him  for  some  time  prisoner,  till,  for  tke  ! 

fireservation  of  his  life  and  the  obtaining  of  hk 
iberty,  be  found  it  necessary  to  enter  into  stipu-  I 
htions  to  forbear  the  execution  of  certain  offi-  | 
cidi  duties  touching  processes  issuing  out  of  i  ' 
Court  of  the  Uniied  States;  and  having fioall)  | 
obliged  the  said  inspector  of  the  revenue,  and  the 
said  marshal,  from  considerations  of  personal  nfe- 
ty.  to  fly  from  that  part  of  the  country,  in  order,  hj 
a  circuitous  route,  to  proceed  to  the  seat  of  Gotud- 
ment ;  avowing  as  the  motives  of  th^  outiageous 
proceedings  an  intention  to  prevent  by  force  of 
arms  the  execution  of  the  said  laws,  to  obtip  tk 
said  inspector  of  the  revenue  to  renounce  hit  sud 
office,  to  withstand  by  open  violence  the  lawfal 
authority  of  Government  of  the  United  Slalci) 
and  to  compel  thereby  an  alteration  in  the  mo- 
sures  of  the  Legislature  and  a  repeal  <^  the  lawi 
aforesaid. 

And  whereas,  by  a  law  of  the  United  Suui. 
entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,suppress 
insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,"  it  is  enactfd 
'"that  whenever  the  laws  of  the  United  Sui« 
shall  be  opposed  or  the  execution  thereof  obstiucied 
in  any  State  bv  combinations  too  powerful  to  be 
suppressed  by  the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  po- 
ceedings,  or  by  the  powers  vested  in  ttie  manws 
by  that  act,  the  same  being  notified  by  an  Assoeiaie 
Justice  or  District  Judge,  it  sball  be  lawfal  for  ibe 
President  of  the  United  States  to  eall  forth  tbe 
militia  of  soeh  State  to  suppress  such  conbioi- 
tions,  and  to  cause  the  laws  to  be  duly  execoteo. 
And  if  the  militia  of  a  State  where  such  com- 
binations may  happen  shall  refuse,  or  be  insoffi- 
cient  to  suppress  tne  same,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  President,  if  the  Legialature  of  the  Uaitw 
Slates  shall  not  be  in  seiuon,  to  caUfortbaiul  w 
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ploy  such  numbers,  of  the  mUitia  of  any  other 
State  or  Slates,  most  convenient  thereto,  as  may 
be  necessary ;  and  the  use  of  the  militia  so  to  be 
called  forth  may  be  continued,  if  necessary,  until 
the  expiration  of  thirty  days  after  (he  commence- 
ment the  ensaing  session:  Provided,  alwavsy 
That  whenever  it  may  be  necessary,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  President,  to  use  the  military  force 
lereby  directed  to  be  called  forth,  the  President 
diall  forthwith,  and  i}re?ious  thereto,  by  proclama- 
ioD,  command  such  insurgents  to  disperse  and  re- 
ire  peaceably  to  their  respective  abodes  wilhio  a 
imited  time." 

And  whereas  James  Wilson,  an  Associate  Jus- 
ice,  OD  the  fourth  instant,  by  writing  under  his 
land.  did,  from  evidence  which  had  been  laid  be- 
are  him,  notify  to  me  that  "  in  the  counties  of 
V  ashioKtoD  and  AUeghaQy,iD  Pennsylvania,  laws 
f  the  Uuited  States  are  opposed,  and  the  ezecu- 
ion  thereof  obstructed  by  combinations  too  puw- 
rfui  to  be  supwessed  by  the  ordinary  course  of 
ndicial  proceedings,  or  by  the  powere  vested  in 
he  mwsbal  of  that  district.** 

And  whereas  it  is,  in  my  judgment,  necessary, 
ader  the  circumstances  of  Che  case,  to  ti^e  mea- 
ures  for  calling  forth  the  militia,  ia  order  to  sup- 
ress  the  combmations  aforesaid,  and  to  cause  the 
iws  to  be  duly  executed,  and  I  nave  accordingly 
etermined  to  do  so,  feeling  the  deepest  regret  for 
\e  occasion,  but  withal  the  most  solemn  convic-i 
on  that  the  essential  interests  of  the  Union  ile- 
land  it — that  the  very  existence  of  Governmeut, 
ad  the  fundamental  principles  of  social  order,  ate 
laterially  involved  in  the  issue,  and  that  the 
itriotism  and  firmness  of  all  good  citizens  are  ae- 
ously  called  upon,  as  occasion  may  require,  to 
d  ia  the  effectual  suppression  of  so  fatal  a  spirit. 
Wherefore,  and  in  pun>uance  of  the  proviso 
x)ve  recited,  I,  Georqe  WASHiifOTOit.  President 
'  the  United  States,  do  hereby  command  all  per- 
<os,  being  insurgents  as  aforesaid,  and  all  others 
horn  it  may  concern,  on  or  before  fhe  first  day 
'  September  next,  to  disperse  and  retire  peace- 
ily  to  their  respective  abodes.  And  I  do  more- 
er  warn  all  persons  whomsoever  against  aiding, 
letting,  or  comforting  the  perpetrators  of  the 
oresaid  treasonable  act| ;  and  do  require  all  oflS- 
rs  and  other  citizens,  according  to  their  respec- 
re  duties  and  the  laws  of  the  land,  to  exert  tneir 
most  endeavors  to  prevent  and  suppress  such 
.Dgerous  proceedings. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  hare  caused  the  seal  of 
e  United  States  of  America  to  be  affixed  to  these 
esents,  and  signed  the  same  with  my  hand. 
ane  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  seventh  day 
August, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
nr,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States 
America  the  nineteenth. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
Bjr  the  Presidoit :    Bdm.  Randolph. 

r  THB  PBBaiDBtfT  OP  THE  UlflTED  StaTBS  OF 

America, 
A  PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas,  from  a  hope  that  the  combinations 
aiDst  the  Cottstitntion  and  laws  of  the  United 


States,  in  certain  of  the  Western  counties  of 
Pennsylvania,  would  yield  to  time  and  reflection, 
I  thought  it  sufficient  in  the  fint  instance,  rather 
to  take  measures  for  cjUinff  forth  the  militia  than 
immediately  to  embody  them;  but  the  moment 
is  now  come,  when  the  overtures  of  fc^iveness, 
with  no  other  condition  than  a  submission  to  lew, 
have  been  oaly  partially  accepted;  when  every, 
form  of  conciliation  not  inconsistent  with  the  b^ 
ing  of  Government  has  been  adopted,  without 
enect;  when  the  well-disposed  in  those  coimtiesare 
unable  by  their  influeoce  and  example  to  reclaim 
the  wicked  from  their  fury,  and  are  compelled  to 
associate  in  their  own  defence  when  the  proffered 
lenity  has  been  perversely  misinterpreteo  into  an 
apprehension  that  the  citizens  will  march  with 
reluctance;  when  the  opportunity  of  examining 
the  serious  consequences  of  a  treasonable  opposi- 
tion has  been  employed  in  propagating  principles 
of  anarchy,  endeavoring  through  emissaries  to 
alienate  the  friends  of  order  from  its  support,  and  * 
inviting  enraaies  to  perpetrate  umilar  acts  of  in- 
surrection ;  when  it  is  manifest  that  violence 
would  continue  to  be  exercised,  upon  every  at- 
tempt to  enforce  the  laws;  when,  tlierefore,  Go- 
vernment is  set  at  defiance,  the  contest  beins 
whether  a  small  portion  of  the  United  States  shaU 
dictate  to  the  whole  Union,  andj  at  the  expense 
of  those  who  desire  peacei  indulge  a  desperat* 
ambition : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Geoboe  Wasbinoton,  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  in  obedience  to  that 
high  and  irresistible  duty,  consigned  to  me  by  the 
Constitution,  "  to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  laith- 
fully  executed" ~ deploring  that  the  American 
name  should  be  sullied  by  ute  outrages  of  citizens 
on  their  own  Government;  commiserating  such 
as  remain  obstinate  from  delusion ;  but  resolved, 
in  |>erfect  reliance  on  that  gracious  Providence 
which  so  signally  displays  its  goodness  towards 
this  country,  to  reduce  the  refractory  to  a  due 
subordination  to  the  law — do  hereby  declare  and 
make  known,  that,  with  a  satisfaction  which  can 
be  equalled  only  by  the  merits  of  the  militia  sum- 
moned into  service  from  the  States  of  New  Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  I  have 
received  intelligence  of  their  patriotic  alacrity,  in 
obeying  the-  caU  of  the  present,  though  painful, 
yet  commanding  necessity;  that  a  lorce,  which, 
according  to  every  reasojiable  expectation,  is  ade- 
quate to  the  exigency,  is  already  in  motion  to  the 
scene  of  disaffection;  that  those  who  have  con- 
fided, or  shall  confide  in  the  protection  of  Glovem- 
ment,  shall  meet  full  succor  under  the  standard 
and  from  the  arms  of  the  United  States;  that  those 
who  having  offended  against  the  laws  have  since 
entitled  themselves  to  mdemnity,  will  be  treated 
with  the  most  liberal  ^od  faith,  if  they  shall  not 
have  forfeited  their  tilum  by  any  subsequent  con- 
duct, and  thai  instructions  are  given  accordin^y. 

And  I  do,  moreover,  exhort  all  individuals,  car- 
eers, and  bodies  of  men,  to  contemplate  with  ab- 
horrence the  measures  leading  directly  or  indi- 
rectly to  those  crimes,  which  produce  this  resort 
to  military  coercion  ;  to  check,  in  their  respective 
spheres,  the  efforu  of  misguided  or  designiiig 
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to  anbititiite  their  misrein^seDtKtion  in  the  place 
of  troth,  and  their  discontents  in  the  place  of 
stable  government ;  and  to  eall  to  mind,  that  as 
the  peode  of  the  United  States  hare  been  pennit- 
ted,  miaer  the  Diriae  favor,  in  perfect  freedom, 
after  solemn  deliberatioo,  and  in  an  enlightened 
age,  to  elect  their  own  Government,  so  will  their 
gratitude  for  this  inestimable  blessing  be  best  dis- 
tingnished  by  firm  exertions  to  maintain  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  laws. 

And,  lastly,  I  again  warn  all  persons,  whomso- 
ever and  wheresoever,  not  to  abet,  aid,  or  comfort 
the  insu^uts  aforesaid,  as  they  will  answer  the 
contrary  at  their  peril ;  and  I  do  also  require  all 
officers  and  other  citizens,  according  to  their  seve- 
ral duties,  as  &r  as  may  be  in  their  power,  to  bring 
under  the  copuzance  of  the  kw  all  offenders  in 
die  premises. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of 
the  United  States  of  America  to  be  affixed  to 
these  presents,  and  «gned  the  same  with  my  hand. 

Done  at  the  Citv  of  Philadelphia,  the  25th  day 
of  September,  1794,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America  the  nineteenth. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

By  the  Preddent : 

Bdm.  Raiidolph. 

Bt  the  PBEaioBNT  OP  Tut  Umitbd  Statbs  of 
Ahsuca, 
A  FSOCLAMATiaN. 
When  we  review  the  calamities  wliieh  afflict 
so  many  other  nations,  the  present  condition  of 
the  United  Slates  afforas  much  matter  of  consO' 
lation  and  satisfactiML  Oar  exemption  hitherto 
tnm  foreign  war,  an  increasing  prospect  of  the 
cmitinnance  of  tha»  exemption,  toe  great  degree  of 
internal  tranquility  we  have  enjoyed,  the  recent 
eonfirmation  of  that  tranquility  by  the  suppression 
of  an  insurrection  which  so  wantonly  threatened 
it,  the  happy  course  of  our  public  afiairs  in  gene- 
ralj  the  unexampled  prosperity  of  all  classes  of  our 
citizens — are  circumstances  which  peculiarly  mark 
our  situation  with  indications  of  the  Divine  oenefl- 
cmce  towards  us.  In  such  a  state  of  things  it  is, 
in  an  especial  manner,  our  duty  as  a  people,  with 
devoni  reverence  and  afi^ionate  gratitime,  to 


acknowledge  onr  many  and  great  oUigatkM  to 
Almign^  God,  and  to  implore  him  to  emitiflK 
and  confirm  the  blessiiurs  we  experience. 

Deeply  penetrated  wiui  this  sentiment,  I,  Giomi 
Wasbinoton,  President  of  the  United  Stales, do 
recommend  to  all  religious  societies  and  doHni- 
nations,  and  to  all  persons  whomsoever,  witbii 
the  United  States,  to  set  amtrt  and  observe  Thon- 
day,  the  nineteenth  day  of  February  next,  as  s  Dij 
of  Public  Thanksgiving  and  Prayer ;  and  on  thu 
day  to  meet  together  and  render  their  sincere 
and  hearty  thanks  to  the  Great  Ruler  of  NatioD 
for  the  manifold  and  signal  mercies  which  disdih 
guish  our  lot  as  a  nation ;  particularly  for  dK 
possession  of  Constitutions  of  Government  wbicb 
unite,  and,  by  their  union,  establish  liberty  with 
order;  for  the  preservation  of  our  peace,  fore^ 
and  domestic}  for  the  seasonaUe  control  nm 
has  been  given  to  a  spirit  of  disorder,  in  the  sap- 

Jtression  of  the  late  insurrection ;  and  genenOf. 
or  the  prosperous  course  of  our  affitirs,  puUic  m 
private;  and,  at  the  same  time,  humbly  and  fa- 
yentif  to  beseech  the  kind  Author  of  these  U(» 
ings  graciously  to  prolong  them  to  us — to  imfniit 
on  our  hearts  a  deep  and  solemn  sense  of  our  ot£- 
gmtions  to  him  for  them — to  teach  us  righdjto 
estimate  their  immense  value — to  preserve  us  frtn 
the  arrc^^ce  of  prosperity,  and  from  hazarding 
the  advaaiBges  we  enjoy  by  delusive  pursuits— to 
dispose  us  to  merit  the  continuance  of  his  ftvors, 
by  not  abusing  them,  by  our  gratitode  for  dieD. 
and  by  a  correspondent  conduct  as  citizens  mi  » 
men— to  render  this  country  more  and  morea  xfe 
and  propidone  asylum  for  the  unfortunate  of  otktf 
countries— to  extend  among  in  true  and  hmM 
knowledge— to  difltaae  and  establish  habits  of  so- 
briety, order,  morality,  and  piety;  and,  finally,  to 
impart  all  die  blessii^  we  possess,  or  ask  foroiu- 
selves,  to  the  whole  nmily  of  mankind. 

In  testimmy  irhereof,  I  have  caused  the  sttl  of 
the  United  States  of  America  to  be  affixed  to  ikne 
presents,  and  signed  the  same  with  my  hand. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  fiist  (by 
of  January,  17&5,  and  of  the  Independence  (tf  IK 
United  Slates  of  America  the  nineteenth. 

G.  WASHINGTOM. 

By  the  President: 

Bdm.  Ramdolpb. 
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Aq  Act  making  an  alteration  in  the  Flag  of  the  United 
States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States  of  America^  in 
Congress  assembled,  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  May,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-five,  the  FJag  of  the  United 
States  be  fifteen  stripes  alternate  red  and  white. 
That  the  Union  be  fifteen  stars,  white,  in  a  blue 
field. 

FREDERICK  A.  MUHLENBERG, 
Speaker  of  the  Mmae  of  ftepresentatives. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 

and  President  of  the  Senate. 
Approved,  January  13, 1794. 

G.  WASHINGTON, 
President  of  the  United  ^ates. 


An  Act  providing  fbr  dte  relief  of siieh  ti[  inhabitanta 
of  Saint  Domii^  realdent  within  the  United  States, 
aa  may  be  fbund  in  want  of  suppwt. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
fifteen  thousand  dollars,  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys 
which  n\ay  be  in  the  Treasury,  arising  from  fo- 
reign Loansjforthe  support  of  «uch  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Saint  Domingo,  resident  within  the  United 
States,  as  shall  be  foun^  in  want  of  such  support. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  or- 
der to  secure  the  due  application  of  the  moneys 
aforesaid,  the  same  shall  be  placed  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  President  of  the  United  States ;  and 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  him  to  draw  the  said  moneys, 
or  any  part  thereof,  from  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  cause  the  distribution  there- 
of to  be  made,  for  the  relief  of  the  persons  afore^ 
said,  iu  such  manner,  and  by  the  hands  of  such 
persons,  as  shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President, 
appear  most  conducive  to  the  humane  purposes  of 
this  act. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it furtlier  enacted,  That  a  regu- 
lar statement  and  account  be  kept  of  the  moneys 
so  expended,  and  being  lodged  in  the  proper  office 
of  the  Trea>urjr  Department,  the  amount  thereof 
shall  be  provisioually  charged  to  the  debit  of  the 
French  Republic,  subject  to  such  future  arrange- 
ments as  shall  be  made  thereon  between  the  Gp- 
3d  CoK^46 


vemment  of  the  United  Slates  and  the  said  Repub- 
lic :  Provided,  however,  That,  unless  the  French 
Republic  or  its  Minister,  or  other  authorized  a^ent,. 
shall,  within  six  months  from  the  passing  oi  this 
act,  expressly  authorize  a  charge  to  the  debit  of 
the  said  Republic  of  the  said  supplies  which  shaH 
have  been^  or  may  be  made  ander  this  act,  all  far- 
ther su|)plies  under  the  same  shall^  from  and  after 
the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of  six  months,  be 
discontinued. 
Approved,  February  12, 1794. 

An  Act  in  alteration  of  the  act  eatabliahing  a  Mint  and 
reguhting  the  Coins  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the 
passing  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  Mint  to  receive  and  give  receipts  for 
all  metals  which  may  lawfully  be  brought  to  the 
Miat  to  be  coined ;  and.  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining their  respective  qualities,  shall  deliver 
from  every  parcel  so  received,  asufficient  number 
of  grains  to  the  Assayer,  who  shall  assay  all  such 
of  them  as  may  require  it.  And  the  said  Trea- 
surer shall,  from  time  to  time,  deliver  the  said 
metals  to  tne  Chief  Coiuer  to  oe  coined  in  such 
quantities  as  the  Director  of  the  Mint  may  pre- 
scribe. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted.  That  the  As- 
sayer and  Chief  Coiner  of  the  Mint,  previous  to 
entering  upcm  th^  execution  of  their  respective 
offices,  shall  each  become  bound  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  bf  the  Treasury, 
the  said  Assayer  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  the  said  Chief  Coiner^  in  the  sum  of 
five  thousand  dollars,  with  condition  for  the  faith- 
ful and  diligent  performance  of  the  duties  of  his 
office. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it further  enacted.  That  so  much 
of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  establishing  a  Mint 
and  reguUting  the  coins  of  the  United  States,"  as 
comes  within  the  purview  of  this  aA,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  Marcn  3, 1794. 

An  Act  for  the  Temisdon  of  the  duties  ariang  on  the 
tonnage  of  nmdry  Frendi  vessels  wluch  have  taken 
refuge  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

Whereas,  the  disastrous  situation  of  the  town  of 
Cape  Francois,  in  the  Island  of  Hispaniola,  eom- 
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pelled  sundry  vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the 
French  Republic,  in  the  month  of  June  last,  to 
take  refuge  within  the  ports  of  the  United  States: 
and  whereas,  they  are  liable  by  law  to  the  pay- 
ment of  foreieo  tonnage,  which,  considering  the 
necessity  of  their  case,  ought  equitably  to  hs  re- 
mitted to  them :  Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  duties  on  the  ton- 
nage, to  which  aoy  of  the  vessels  aforesaid  are, 
or  may  have  been-fiable,  within  any  of  the  ports  of 
the  United  States,  be,  and  are  hereby  remitted  : 
PTOvided,  nevefihdeag,  That  the  master,  owner, 
or  consignee  of  every  such  vessel,  shall  make  proof 
to  the  proper  officer  of  the  port  in  which  such 
vessel  may  be,  that  the  said  vessel  was  compelled 
to  leave  the  said  Island  of  Hispaniola,  and  to  take 
refuge  within  the  said  port,  by  reason  of,  the  ca- 
lamity aforesaid. 

Approved,  March  7, 1794. 


An  act  making  appropriatknu  for  the  support  ofGovem- 
ment,  for  the  year  one  thousand  aevea  hundred  and 
nme^'fonr. 

Be  U  enacted,  *c.  That,  for  defraying  the  expen- 
ditareof^eCivilListDfUke  United  States,  for  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four, 
together  with  the  incidental  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  several  departments  and  offices 
thereof;  and  for  making  good  deficiencies  for  the 
support  of  the  Civil  List  Establishment ;  for  aid- 
ing the  fund  appropriated  for  the  paymeul  of  crr- 
tam  officers  of  the  courts,  jurors,  and  witnesses  ; 
for  the  support  of  light-houses,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, there  be  appropriated  a  sum  of  money  not 
exceeding  five  hundred  and  twenty-one  thousand 
four  hundred  and  forty-seven  dollars  and  twenty- 
four  cents ;  that  is  to  say : 

For  the  compensations  granted  by  law  to  the 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
thirty  tbou^d  dollars  : 

For  tiie  like  compensations  to  the  members  of 
U|e  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  their 
officers  and  attendants,  estimated  for  a  session  of 
six  months  continuance,  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
Hve  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  ninety  dollars: 

For  the  expenses  of  firewood,  stationery,  print- 
ing-work, and  ill  other  contingent  expenses  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  ten  thousand  dollars: 

For  the  compensations  granted  by  law  to  the 
Chief  Justice,  Associate  Judges,  District  Judges, 
and  Attorney  General,  forty-three  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars:  * 

For  defraying  ihe  expense  of  clerks  of  courts, 
jurors,  and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  fund  arising 
from  fines,  forfeitures  and  penalties,  twelve  thou- 
sand dollars : 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  prosecutions  for 
offences  against  the  Untied  States,  and  for  the 
safe-keeping  of  prisoners,  four  thousand  dollars : 

Forcompensatioq,to  the  Secretary  of  State,  clerks, 
and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  six  thousand 
eight  hundred  dollars : 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  all  other 
contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  including  the  expense  which  will  attend 


the  publication  of  the  Laws  of  the  first  sesnoa  tf 
the  Third  Congress,  and  for  printing  an  editio*  of 
the  same,  to  be  distributed,  according  to  law,  two 
thousand  and  sixty-one  dollars,  and  sixty-wTs 
cents: 

For  making  good  a  deficiency  in  the  apno|(a- 
lion  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hnndrednj 
ninety-three,  for  extra-services  clerks,  ia  tk 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  ^repamgdo- 
cuments  -for  Congress,  and  for  an  index  to  the 
Laws  of  the  Second  Congress,  eight  hnndnd 
dollars : 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Tm- 
sury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  hisofiet 
seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  d(dUn: 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  all  otba 
contingent  expenses  in  the  office  ofthe  SeerctaiT 
of  the  Treasury,  five  hundred  dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  fcii  of- 
fice, ten  thousand  two  hundred  dollars: 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  all  otba 
contingent  expenses  in  the  Comptroller's  oSct 
ei^t  hundred  dollars :  I 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer,  derks,  I 
prsons  employed  in  his  office,  four  taoQEaiM  w 
hundred  dollars: 

For  the  expense  of  firewood,  stationery,  prill- 
ing, and  other  contingencies  in  the  TreuoraH 
office,  four  hundred  handled  dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Trews- 
ry,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  iMct  tn 
thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars: 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  otlw 
contingent  expenses  in  the  Auditor^  office^  fin 
hundred  dollars: 

For  compensation  to  Uie  Commissioner  of  ibt 
Revenue,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  iiis 
office,  six  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollsn: 

For  the  expenses  of  stationery,  printing,  a*i 
other  contingent  expenses  in  the  o&ce  of  tk 
Commissioner,  three  hundred  dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  TV* 
sury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  offier- 
fifteen  thousand  dollars : 

For  the  expenses  of  stationery,  printinfttM 
other  contingent  expenses  in  the  Register's  ofict: 
(including  books  for  the  public  stocks)  two  tluE- 
sand  dollars: 

For  the  payment  of  rent  for  the  several  hiw* 
employed  in  the  Treasury  De^rlmcDt,  one  thin- 
sand  five  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars  and  nxtf- 
six  cents  : 

.  For  wood  and  candles  in  the  several  ofiicw  a 
the  Treasury  Department  (except  the  Trcasuws 
office)  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  several  Loan  Officff^ 
thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dolhr*: 
For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  several  Uj* 
Offices,  for  stationery  and  clerk  hire,  between  tM 
first  day  of  March,  and  the  thirty-first  day  of  De^ 
cember,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  oioetT 
three  inclnsire,  the  sum  of  seventeen  thooa* 
three  hundred  and  seventy-seven  dollars  aod  sens' 
ty-five  cents : 

■   For  compensation  to  the  Secretary 
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clerks,  aod  persons  employed  in  his  office,  seven 
thousand  and  fifty  dollars : 

For  expenses  of  firewood,  stationery,  printing, 
and  other  contingeot  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  eight  hundred  dollars: 

For  making  good  a  deficiency  in  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
□inety-tbree,  for  contingeof  expenses  io  this  office, 
two  hundred  and  five  dollars  and  seventy-six  cents: 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  in  the  War 
Department,  and  clerks  in  his  ofl^e,  four  thousand 
seven  hundred  dollars: 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Ac- 
countant-to  the  War  Department,  four  hundred 
dollars : 

For  compensation  to  the  following  officers  of 
the  Mint:  the  Director,  two  thousand  dollars;  the 
Assayer,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  the 
Chief  Coiner,  one  thousand  five  hundred ;  the  En- 
graver, one  'thousand  two  hundred  dollars;  the 
Treasurer,  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars; 
three  clerks,  at  five  hundred  dollars  each,  one 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars ; 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  workmen,  for  the 
year  onetbouslod  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four, 
three  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty-five 
dollars : 

For  the  several  expenses  of  the  Mint,  including 
the  pay  of  a  Refiner,  when  employed,  for  gold,  sil- 
ver, and  copper,  and  for  the  completion  of  the 
melting  furnaces,  two  thousand  seven  hundred 
dollars; 

For  replaci::^  a  sum  of  money  udva^iced  at  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  an 
importation  of  copper,  to  be  coined  at  the  Mint, 
ten  thousand  dollars : 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  copper  purchased 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-three, seven  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars : 

For  the  purchase  of  copper  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  seven  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars : 

For  compensations  to  the  Governors,  Secreta- 
ries, and  Judges  of  the  Territory  Northwest,  aud 
the  Territory  South  of  the  River  Ohio,  ten  thou- 
sand three  hundred  dcdlars : 

For  expenses  of  stationery,  ofice  rent,  printing 
patents  for  lands,  and  other  contingent  expenses 
in  both  of  the  said  Territories,  seven  hundred 
dollars : 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions  granted  by 
the  late  Qovernmcot,  two  thousand  three  hundred 
and  sixty-seven  dollars  and  seventy-three  cenU: 

For  payment  of  the  annual  allowance  grafted 
by  Congress  to  Baron  Steuben,  two  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars : 

For  the  annual  allowance  to  the  widow  and  or- 
'  phan  children  of  Colonel  John  Harding,  and  to 
the  orphan  children  of  Major  Alexander  Trueman, 
by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  twenty-seventh  of" 
February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three,  seven  hundred  and  fifly  dollars: 

For  arrearages  of  pension  due  to  the  widow  and 
orphan  children  of  Colonel  John  Harding,  and  to 
the  orphan  children  of  tMajor  Alexander  Trueman, 


to  the  thirty-first  of  December,  one  thousand  seven 
hnndred  and  ninty-three,  six  hundred  and  seventy-  . 
five  dollars: 

For  the  annual  allowanc#for  the  education  of 
Hugh  Mercer,  son  of  the  late  Major  General  Mbr- 
cer,  four  hundred  dollars: 

For  the  maintenance  and  repair  of  light-houses, 
beacons,  piers,  staktv,  and  buoys,  twenty  thousand 
dollars : 

To  make  good  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation 
of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and,Dine- 
ty-two,  for  the  mainienance  and  repair  of  light- 
booses,  beacons,  piers,  stakes,  an(£  buoys,  roar 
thousand  dollars :  - 

For  the  purchase  of  hydrometers,  for  the  use  of 
the  Officers  of  the  Customs,  and  Inspector^  of  the 
Revenue,  one  thousand  five  hundred-dollars: 

For  a  balance  stated  by  the  Auditor  of  the  Trea- 
sury, to  be  due  to  the  estate  of  the  late  Major  Gen- 
eral Greene,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  Congress,  of 
the  twenty-seventh  of  February,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  to  indemnify  the 
said  estate  for  a  certain  bond  entered  into  by  him, 
during  the  late  war,  in  which  is  included. interest 
due  on  the  bonds  from  their  dates,  to  the  twelfth 
of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety* 
three,  thirty-three  thousand  one  hundred  and 
eighty-seven  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents : 

For  defrayingthe  expense  incident  to  the  stating 
and  printing  the  public  accounts,  for  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  eight 
hundred  dollars: 

For  the  payment  of  such  demands,  not  other- 
wise nrorided  for,  as  shall  have  been  duly  allowed 
by  the  officers  of  the  Treasury,  five  thousand  ' 
dollars. 

Sec.  2.  ^ndde  if fmiheTmax^^  That  the  sef- 
eral  appropriations  herein  before  made,  shall  be 
paid  and  discharged  out  of  the  funds  following,  to 

wit: 

First.  The  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, reserved  by  the  act  making  provision  for  the 
Debt  of  the  United  States. 

Secondly.  The  surplus  of  revenue  and  income 
beyond  the  appropriation.<f  heretofore  charged 
thereupon,  to  the  end  of  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-  four. 

Approved,  March  14, 1794. 

An  Act  mslun^  Airther  provision  for  the  ezpensea  at> 
tending^  Uie  inteFCOune  of  the  United  States  withfih- 
reign  nations;  and  farther  to  continue  in  force  di* 
act,  «ntitled  "  An  act  providing  the  means  of  inter- 
course  between  the  t7nited  States  andfineign  na- 
tiona." 

Bt  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  a  sum  of  one  million 
of  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  provision  heretofore 
made,  be  appropriated,  to  defray  any  expenses 
which  may  be  incurred,  in  relation  to  the  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  foreign  na- 
tions, to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  which  may  be 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated  and 
to  be  applied  under  the  direction  oi  the  President 
of  the  fjnitod  States,  who,  if  necessary,  is  hereby 
authorized  to  borrow  the  whole,  or  any  part  of 
the  said  sum  of  one  million  of  dollars }  an  account 
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of  the  ex^nditure  whereof,  as  sood  as  may  be, 
shall  be  laid  before  Congress. 

Sec.  Z.  And  be  further  enacted^  That  the 
act,  entitled  "  Aa  act  proTiding  the  means  of  in- 
tercoarse  between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
nations,"  passed  the  first  day  of  July,  one  thou- 
mnd  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  together  with  the 
second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  con- 
tinue in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  and  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  providing  the  means  of 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  foreigu 
nations,"  passed  the  ninth  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  omety-three,  shall  be 
continued  in  force  for  the  term  of  one  year  from 
the  pa&ing  of  thi.-«  act,  and  from  thence  until  the 
end  of  the  next  session  of  Congrea&  thereafter  hold- 
en,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  March  20, 1794. 

An  Act  authorizing  a  Loan  of  one  million  of  dollars. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  be  hereby  is,  authorized  and 
empowered  td  borrow,  on  the  credit  of  the  United 
States,  if,  iu  his  opinion,  the  public  service  shall 
require  it,  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  million  of  dol- 
lars, at  an  interest  not  exceeding  five  per  centum 
per  annum,  reimbursable  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
United  States,  to  be  applied  te  such  pnUie  pur- 
poses as  are  authorized  by  law,  and  to  he  jrepaid 
out  of  the  duties  ou  imports  and  tonnage  to  the 
end  of  the  present  year ;  and  that  it  shall  be'law- 
ful  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  said 
Bankherebv  isauthtnized  and  empowered,  to  make 
the  Loan  aforesaid. 
'  Approved,  March  20, 1794. 


An  Act  tu  provide  for  the  defence  of  certain  ports  and 
harbors  in  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  ftdlowing  porta  and 
bjarbors  be  fortified,  under  the  direction  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  and  at  such  time  or 
times  as  he  may  judge  necessary,  to  ivit:  Port- 
laud,  in  the  District  of  Maine;  Portsmouth,  in  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire;  Gloucester,  Salem, 
Marblehead,  and  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts ;  Newport,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island ; 
New  London,  m  the  State  of  Connecticut;  New 
York ;  Philadelphia ;  WilmiogUin,  in  the  State  of 
Delaware ;  BaltmxMre,  in  the  State  of  Maryland ; 
Norfolk  and  Alexandria,  in  the  State  of  Virginia ; 
Cane  Fear  River  and  Ocmcoke  Inlet,  in  the  State 
of  North  Carolina;  Charleston  and  Georgetown, 
in  the  State  of  South  Carolina ;  and  Savannah 
and  St.  Mary's,  in  the  State  of  Gieor|^a. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  fiariker  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  employ,  as  garrisons  in  the  said  fortifications, 
or  any  of  them,  such* of  the  troops  on  the  Military 
Establishment  of  the  United  States  as  he  may 

Judge  necessary ;  and  to  cause  to  be  provided  one 
lundred  cannon,  of  a  calibre  each  to  carry  a  ball 
of  thirty-two  pounds  weight,  and  one  hundred 
other  cannon,  of  a  calibre  each  to  carry  a  ball  of 
twenty-fouT  pounds  weight,  together  with  the  cai^ 


riages  and  implements  necessary  for  the  same,aDd 
carriages  with  the  necessary  implements  for  cue 
hundred  and  fifty  other  cannon,  with  two  hundred 
and  fifty  tons  of  cannon  shot. 

Sec.  3.  And  beUJuHker  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  tJnited  States 
to  receive  from  any  State  (in  behalf  of  the  United 
States)  a  cession  of  the  lands  on  which  any  of  the 
fortifications  aforesaid,  with  the  necessary  build- 
ings, may  be  erected,  or  intended  to  be  erected ;  or, 
where  such  cessions  shall  not  be  made,  to  pur- 
chase such  lands  on  behalf  of  the  United  States: 
Provided,  That  no  purchase  shall  be  made  what 
such  lands  aie  the  property  of  a  State. 

Approved,  March  20, 1794. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  tk 
Military  EstabUsfament  of  the  United  States  £)r  it 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninetf-ftnir. 

Be  it  enacted.  *c..  That,  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
four — for  repairs,  and  articles  directed  to  be  nude 
and  purchased  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States ;  for  invalid  pensioners ;  for  fortifying  cer- 
tain ports  and  harbors;  and  for  the  purchased 
cannon,  implements,  and  shot — there  be  appropri- 
ated a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  one  milfioB 
six  hundred  and  twentv-nine  thousand  nine  him- 
dredand  thirty-six  dollars  and  one  cent,  that  is 
to  say : 

For  the  pay  of  the  Legion  of  the  United  Stoles, 
three  hundred  and  three  thousand  six  hundredaod 
eighty-four  dollars. 

For  subsistence,  three  hundred  and  twelve  thoo- 
sand  five  hundred  and  sixty-seven  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents. 

For  forage,  th'rty-one  thousand  six  hundred  snd 
thirty-twodollars. 

For  clothing,  one  hundred  and  twelve  thwisMo 
dollars. 

For  equipments  for  the  cavalry,  seven  thousano 
three  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars  and  fire  cenls- 

For  horses  for  the  cavalry,  sixteen  thousaod 
dollars. 

For  bounty  to  the  soldiers,  five  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  Hospital  Department,  twenty  thoosaw 
dollars. 

For  the  Ordnance  Department,  six  ihounod 
seven  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars  and  thirty-tvo 
cefits. 

For  defensive  protection  of  the  frontiers,  our 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  Indian  Department,  fifty  thousand  ciJi- 
lars. 

For  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingencies  of  the  War  Department,  thir- 
ty thousand  ifullars.  . 

For  repairs,  and  articles  directed  to  be  macf 
and  purchased  by  the  President  of  the  Unit« 
States,  two  hundred  and  two  thousand  seven  dbd- 
dred  and  eighty-three  dollars  and  thirty-fburcmts 
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For  invalid  pensioners,  eighty  thousand  two 
hundred  and  thirty- nine  dollars  and  fifty-fire  cents. 

For  fortifying  certain  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  and  purchasing  the  lands  necessary 
for  the  erection  of  tne  same,  seventy-six  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  cannon,  implements,  and 
shot,  ninety-six  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  Andbeit further  enacted^  That  the  se- 
veral appropriations  hereinbefore  made  shall  be 
jraid  and  discharged  out  of  the  funds  followinff.  to 
wit :  first,  the  surplus  of  the  sum  of  six  hunared 
thousand  dollarsTreserved  by  the  act  "making 
provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States,"  and 
Trhieh  willacfvae  during  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  nine^-foar ;  secondly,  die  sur- 
|ilus  of  revenue  and  income  beyond  the  appropria- 
tlonv  heretofore  chained  thereupon,  to  the  end  of 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  ;  and,  thirdly,  the  surplus  which  may  remam 
Qoexpended  of  the  mweys  appropriated  for  the 
use  of  the  War  Department,  in  tne  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-three. 

Approved,  March  31, 1794. 


An  Act  to  prohibit  the  carrying  on  the  riiTe-trade  from 
the  United  l^tM  to  any  foreign  place  or  country. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  no  citizen  or  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  or  loreigner,  or  any  other 
persoiij  coining  into,  or  residing  within,  the  same, 
shall,  for  himself  or  any  other  person  whatsoever, 
either  as  master,  factor,  or  owner,  build,  fit,  equip, 
load,  or  otherwise  prepare,  any  ship  or  vessel,  with- 
in any  port  or  place  of  the  said  United  States,  nor 
shall  cause  any  ship  or  vessel  to  sail  from  any  port 
or  place  within  the  same,  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying on  any  trade  or  tralffic  in  slaves  to  any  fo- 
reign country^  or  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
from  any  foreign  kingdom,  place,  or  country,  the 
inhabitants  of  such  kingdom^  place,  or  country,  to 
be  transported  _to  any  foreign  countrVj  port,  or 
,  place  whatever,  to  be  sold  or  disposed  of  as  slaves. 
And  if  any  ship  Or  vessel  shall  be  so  fitted  out,  as 
aforesaid,  for  the  said  purposes,  or  shall  be  caused 
to  sail,  so  as  aforesaid,  ,ev6ry  such  ship  or  vessel, 
her  tackle,  furniture,  apparel,  and  other  appurte- 
nances, shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States,  and 
shall  be  liable  to  be  seized,  prosecuted,  and  con- 
demned, In  any  of  the  Circuit  Courts  or  District 
Court  for  the  Difttrict  where  the  said  ship  or  ves- 
sel may  be  found  and  seized. 

Sbc.  2.  And  he  ii  ^rther  enacted,  That  all  and 
every  person,  »tf  building,  fitting  out,  equipping, 
loadmg,  or  otherwise  preparing,  or  sending  away, 
any  ship  or  vessel,  knowing  or  intending  that  the 
same  shall  be  employed  in  Kuch  trade  or  business, 
contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
act,  or  any  ways  aiding  or  abetting  therein,  shall 
severally  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
dollars — one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  use 
of  him  or  her  who  shall  sue  for  and  prosecute  the 
same. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
owner,  master,  or  &ctor  of  each  and  every  foreign 


ship  or  vessel,  clearing  out  for  any  of  the  coasts 
or  Kingdoms  of  Africa,  or  auspeeted  to  be  intoid- 
ed  for  me  slave-trade,  and  the  suspicion  being  de- 
clared to  the  officer  of  the  customs^  by  any  ci&en, 
on  oath  or  affirmatioi^  and  such  information  being 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  officer,  shall  first 
give  bond,  with  sufficient  sureties,  to  the  Treasu- 
rer of  the  United  States,  that  none  of  the  natives 
of  Africa,  or  any  other  foreign  country  or  place, 
shall  be  taken  on  board  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  to 
be  transported  or  sold  as  slaves,  in  any  other  fo- 
reign port  or  place  whatever,  within  nme  months 
thereafter. 

Sec.  4.  AndbeUfirther  eaoc^  That,ifftny 
citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States  shall,  con- 
trary to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act, 
take  on  board,  receive,  or  transport,  any  such  per- 
sons as  above  described  in  this  act,  for  the  purpose 
of  sellirg  them  as  daves,  as  aforesaid,  he  or  they 
shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  each  and  every  person  so 
received  on  board,  transported,  or  sold,  as  aftnre- 
said,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  to  be  reco- 
vered in  any  Court  ol  the  United  States  proper 
to  try  the  same — the  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the 
use  Of  such  person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for 
and  prosecute  the  same. 

Approved,  March  22, 1794. 


An  Act  to  provide  a  Naval  Annament. 

Whereas,  the  depredations  committed  by  the 
Algerine  corsairs  on  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  render  it  necessary  that  a  Naval  Force 
should  be  provided  for  its  protection : 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  fc.,  That  die 
President  of  the  United  States  be  authorized  to 
provide,  by  purchase,  or  otherwise  equip  and  em- 
ploy, four  ships  to  carry  forty-four  guns  each,  and 
two  ships  to  carry  thirty-six  guns  each.  ' 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fmiher  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  employed  on  board  each  of  tne  said  ships 
of  forty-four  guns,  one  captain,  four  lieutenants, 
one  lieutenant  of  marines,  one  chaplain,  one  sur- 
geon, and  two  surgeon's  mates;  and  in  each  of 
the  ships  of  thirty-six  guns,  one  captain,  three 
lieutenants,  one  lieutenant  of  marines,  one  sur- 
geon, and  one  surgeon's  mate,  who  slmll  be  ap- 
pointed and  commissioned  in  like  manner  as  other 
officers  of  the  United  Statestire. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  employed,  in  each  of  the  said  ships,  the 
following  warrant  officers,  who  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  wit:  one 
sailing-master,  one  purser,  one  boatswain,  one 
gunner,  one  sail-maker,  one  carpenter,  and  eight 
midshipmen;  and  the  following  petty  officers, 
who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  captains  of  the 
ships,  respectively,  in  which  they  are  to  be  em- 
ployed, viz:  two  master's  mates,  one  captain's 
clerk,  two  boatswain's  mates,  one  cockswain,  one 
sail-maker's  mate,  two  gunner's  mates,  one  yeo- 
man of  the  gun  roora^  nine  quarter^nners  (and 
for  the  four  larger  ships)  two  additional  quarter- 
gunners,  two  carpenter's  mates,  one  armorer,  me 
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fteward,  one  cooper,  one  master-at-ftrms,  and  one 
cook. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
crews  of  each  of  the  said  ships  of  forty-four  guDS 
shall  coDsist  of  oae  huodred  and  fifty-seamen,  one 
hundred  and  three  midshipmen  and  ordinary  sea- 
men, one  sergeant^  one  corporal,  one  drum,  one 
fife,  and  fifty  marines:  And  thai  the  crews  of 
eaui  oi  the  said  ships  of  thirty-six  ffuns  shall  con- 
sist of  one  hundred  and  thirty  able  seamen  and 
midshipmen,  ninety  ordinary  seamea,  one  ser- 
geant, two  corporals,  one  drum,  one  fife,  and  forty 
marines,  over  and  above  the  officers  herein  before 
mentioned. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by empowered,  to  provide,  by  purchase  or  other- 
wise, in  lieu  of  the  said  six  ships,  a  naval  force, 
not  exceeding,  in  the  whole  that  by.lhis  act  di- 
rected, so  that  no  ship  thus  provided  shall  carry 
less  than  thirty-two  guns;  or  he  may  so  provide 
any  proportion  thereof,  which,  in  his  discretion, 
he  may  think  proper. 

Sec.  G.  And  be  it  JvHher  enacted^  that  the 
pay  and  subsistence  of  the  respective  commis- 
sioned and  warrant  officers,  be,  as  follows :  A  cap- 
tain, seventy-five  dollars  per  month,  and  six  ra- 
tions per  day:  a  lieutenant,  forty  dollars  per 
month,  and  three  rations  per  day;  a  lieutenant  of 
marines^  twenty-six  dollars  per  month,  and  two 
rations  per  day;  a  chaplain,  forty  dollars  per 
month,  and  two  rations  per  day;  a  sailing-master, 
forty  dollars  per  month,  and  two  rations  per  day; 
a  surgeon,  fifty  dollars  per  month,  and  two  ra- 
tions per  day ;  a  surgeon's  mate,  thirty-dollars  per 
month,  and  two  rations  per  day ;  a  purser,  forty 
dollars  per  month,  and  two  rations  per  day;  a 
boatswain,  fourteen  dollars  per  month,  and  two 
rations  per  day;  a  gunner,  lourteen  dollars  per 
month,  and  two  rations  per  day;  a  sail-maker, 
fourteen  dollars  per  montn,  and  two  rations  per 
day;  a  carpenter,  fourteen  dollars  per  month,  and 
two  rations,  per  day. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  fmrther  enacted,  That  the 
pay  to  be  allowed  to  the  petty  officers,  midship- 
men, seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  marines,  shall 
be  fixed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States: 
Provided,  That  the  whole  sum  to  be  siven  for 
the  whole  pay  aforesaid  shall  not  exceed  twenty- 
seven  thousand  dollars  per  month,  and  that  each 
of  the  said  persons  shall  be  entitled  to  one  ration 
per  day. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the  ra- 
tion ahall  consist  of,  as  follows:  Suoday,  one 
pound  of  bread,  one  pound  and  a  half  of  beei*. 
and  half  a  pint  of  rice:  Monday,  one  pound  of 
bread,  one  pound  of  pork,  half  a  pint  of  peas  or 
beans,  and  lour  ounces  of  cheese:  Tuesday,  one 
pound  of  bread,  one  pouud  and  a  half  of'^  beef, 
and  one  pound  of  potatoes  or  turnips,  and  pud- 
ding: Wednesday,  one  pound  of  bread,  two 
ounces  of  butter,  or,  in  lieu  thereof,  six  ounces  of 
molasses,  four  ounces  of  cheese,  and  half  a  pint 
of  rice:  Thursday,  one  pound  of  bread,  one 
inund  of  pork,  and  naif  a  pint  of  peas  or  beans: 
Friday,  one  pound  of  bread,  one  potud  of  salt 


fish,  two  ounces  of  butter,  or  one  gill  of  otl,aBd 
"one  pouod  of  potatoes:  Saturday,  cue  pound  of 
bread,  one  pound  of  pork,  half  a  pint  of  peas  oi 
beans,  and  four  ounces  of  cheese.  Aod  then 
shall  also  be  allowed  one  half  pint  of  dbtilkd 
spirits  per  day,  or,  in  lieu  thereof,  one.  quart  of 
beer  per  day  to  each  ration. 

Sec.  9.  Provided  always,  and  he  it  faiiha 
enacted,  That  if  a  peace  shall  take  place  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Regency  of  ALgiets. 
that  no  iarther  proceeding  be  had  under  this  act 

Approved,  March  27, 1794. 

An  Act  allowing  to  Major  General  Lafayette  bii 
■nd  EmolnmenU  while  in  the  Hrviee  of  the  Uwl«i 
StatH. 

Be  it  enacted,  fo,  Tbatthere  be  allowed  to  Hi- 
jor  General  Lafayette  the  sum  of  twenty-four  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars.  beiD| 
the  amount  of  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  M>- 
jor  General  during  the  time  he  was  in  the  serric* 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  same  be  paid 
out  of  any  moneys  which  may  be  in  the  Treaflirf, 
and  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  March  27, 1794. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  Erecting  and  Reptiiinf  4 
Arsenals  and  Magazintss,  and  for  other  pnrpowa. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  for  the  afc 
keeung  of  the  militaiiy  stores  there  shall  be  e*- 
tabfished,  under  the  direction  of  the  PresideBiy 
the  United  States,  three  or  four  ArsenaU  with 
magazines,  as  he  shall  judge  most  expedient,  is 
such  places  as  will  best  accommodate  the  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  United  States,  Either  or  both 
of  the  Arsenals  heretofore  used  at  Springfield 
and  Carlisle,  to  be  continued  as  part  of  the  slid 
number,  at  his  descretion:  Provided,  That  nose 
of  the  said  Arsenals  be  erected  tutil  purchases  of 
the  land  necessary  for  their  accommodation  be 
ihade,  with  consent  d  the  Le^ idature  of  tbe 
State  in  which  thf  same  is  mtended  to  be 
erected. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  established,  at  each  of  the  aforesaid  Arx- 
nals,  a  National  Armory,  in  which  shall  beem- 
ployed  one  superintendent,  and  one  master-armo- 
rer (who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States)  and  as  many  workmen  as  dw 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War  shall,  frOT 
time  to  tune,  deem  necessary,  so  that  the  wb«e 
numbsr  at  all  the  Armories  shall  not  exceed  «» 
hundred,  ^nd  the  said  supefintendents  snill 
each  receive,  as  a  compensation,  seventy  doUw 
r  month,  and  the  said  master-armorers,  ew^ 
ty  dollars  per  month. 

SBC  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  then 
shall  be  employed  an  cfficer,  whose  duty  it  sbiU 
be  (under  the  direction  of  the  Department  of 
War)  to  superintend  the  receiving,  safe-keepins 
and  distribution  of  the  Military  Stores  of  t« 
United  States,  and  to  call  to  account  all  PCR"" 
to  whom  the  lAxae  may  be  intrusted ;  he  shall  re- 
ceive, for  his  compensation,  at  the  rate  of  m* 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  per  month, 
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rtftU  be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  fmiher  enacted,  Thai  a  sum 
not  exceeding  fifty-nine  thousand  dollars  be  ap- 
propriated for  the  erecting-  and  repairing  of  the 
Arsenals  and  Magazines  aforesaid,  and  a  sum  not 
exceeding  twenty-two  thousand  eight  hundred 
u^'^ir"''®  dollars,  for  defraying  the  expense 
of  the  National  Armories  for  one  year;  and  the 
further  sum  of  three  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
dollars  to  be  applied  under  the  direction  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  the  purchase 
of  arms,  ammunition  and  military  stores;  which 
said  seyeral  sums  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage,  to  the  end  of  the  present 
year.  ^ 

Sbo.  5.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  an  an- 
nual account  of  the  expenses  of  the  National 
ArmoniK  be  laid  before  the  Legislature  of  the 
United  States,  together  with  an  account  of  the 
arms  made  and  repaired  therein. 

Approved,  April  2, 1794. 

An  Act  transferring,  for  a  limited  time,  the  Jurisdiction 
of  Suits  and  Offences  from  the  District  to  the  Circuit 
Conrt  of  New  Hampshire,  and  assigning  certain 
duties  in  respect  to  Invalid  PensionerB,  to  the  Attor- 
ney of  said  District 

Sfic.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  all  actions  com- 
menced, or  pending,  in  the  District  Court  of  New 
Ham^hire,  be  remored  to  the  next  Circuit  Court 
to  be  holden  in  that  District,  there  to  be  tried  and 
determined,  in  the  same  manner,  as  if  the  cogni- 
zance of  sucb  actions  had  been  originally  given 
to  the  said  Circuit  Court:  And  the  said  Circuit 
Court  is  hereby  vested  with  the  cognizance  of  all 
actions,  crimes,  and  offences,  by  the  laws  now  in 
force,  cogaizable  in  the  said  District  Court,  and 
with  all  the  powers  and  authorities  of  the  said 


District  Court;  and  any  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  Is  authorized  to  do 
and  perform  all  the  duties,  by  any  law  of  the 
United  States  enjoined  upon  the  said  District 
Judge,  except  as  ia  hereinafter  provided  j  the  fees 
to  be  the  same  as  in  the  District  Court,  in  all 
such  cases. 

Sbc.  2.  Arid  be  it  further  auicted  That  the  du- 
tiea  enjoined  the  District  Judges,  by  the  act  "  to 
T^^nkte  the  claims  to  invalid  pensions,"  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby  transferred,  as  far  as  relates 
to  the  District  of  New  Hampshire,  to  the  Attor- 
ney of  the  said  District,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  perform  the  same. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act 
shaU  continue  in  force  until  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  or  until  a  new  District  Judge 
be  appointed  in  that  District,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  April  3, 1794. 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
in  cwtaia  cases,  to  alter  the  place  for  holding  a  aes- 
rioQ  of  Congress. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That,  whenever  the  Con- 
gress shall  be  about  to  convene,  and,  from  the 
prevalence  of  otmtagious  sickness,  or  -the  exists 


ence  of  other  circumstances,  it  would,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  be 
hazardous  to  the  lives  or  health  of  the  members 
to  meet  at  the  place  to  which  the  Congress  shall 
then  stand  adjourned,-or  at  which  it  shall  be  next 
by  law  to  meet,  the  President  shall  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized,  by  proclamation,  to  convene 
the  Congress  at  such  other  place  as  he  mav  judge 
proper. 
Approved,  April  3, 1794. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  phdng  Buoys  on  certain  roeks 
off  the  Haihor  of  New  I<<mdon,  and  in  PiDvideiiea 
River,  and  edier  pUees. 

Sec.  1.  Be&  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  and  directed,  to 
cause  to  be  placed  Buoys  on  the  rocks  called 
Black  Ledge,  or  Southwest  Ledge.  Goshen  Reef, 
Bartlet*s  Reef,  and  Race  ftodt,  off  the  harbor  of 
New  London,  in  the  Stete  of  Connecticut,  at  an 
expense  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  twelve  hun- 
dred dollars;  and  to  cause  to  be  erected  a  Beacon, 
and  to  be  placed  two  Buoys,  in  the  harbor  of 
Portsmouth,  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  at 
an  expense  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  three  hun- 
dred dollars;  And,  likewise,  to  cause  to  be  placed 
in  Providence  river^  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  in  Savannah  nver,  in  the  State  of  Gleorgia, 
and  at  the  mouth  of  the  same,  Buoys,  not  exceed- 
ing ten  in  number,  for  each  river,  and  at  an  ex-  _ 
Dense  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dol- 
lars  for  each;  the  same  to  be  placed  in  such  parts 
of  the  said  rivers  as  he  may  judge  most  advanta- 
geous for  the  navigation  thereof  respectively. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  tt  fiaiher  enaOed,  That  there 
be  appropriated  and  paid  out  of  the  moneys  aris- 
ing from  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid. 
Approved,  April  5, 1794. 


An  Act  IhnilBig  the  thne  far  pieaentfaig  <^ainu  fiir  d» 
Btnyed  Certificatoi^  of  oertain  deaerqrtiqsw. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  all  claims  for  the  re- 
newal of  certificates  of  the  unsubscribed  X)efat 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  descriptions  commonly 
called  "Loan  Office  Certificates" or  "  Final  Settle- 
ments," which  may  have  been  accidentally  destroy- 
ed, shall  be  forever  barred  and  precluded  from  set- 
tlement or  allowance,  nnless  the  same  shall  be 

J resented  at  the  Treasury,  <m  or  before  the  first 
ay  of  Jnne,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  noeltAm 
shall  be  allowed  for  the  renewal  of  Loan  Office 
certificates  destroyed  before  the  fourth  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine^  unless  the  destruction  of  the  same  was  ad- 
vertised, accordiDg  to  the  resolution  of  Congress, 
of  the  10th  day  oiMay,  one  thousand  seven  nun- 
dred  and  eighty;  or,  before  that  time,  waa  notified 
to  the  office  from  which  the  same  was  issued,  nor 
shall  claims  be  allowed  for  the  renewal  of  Lnn 
Office  certificates,  destroyed  on  or  after  said 
fourth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
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and  eigfaty-niDe,  nor  of  final  settlement  certifi- 
'Cates.  destroyed  at  any  time,  unless  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  same  was  so  far  made  public,  as  to  be 
known  to,  at  least,  two  credible  witnesses,  soon 
af^er  it  happened,  and  shall  have  been  before  the 
presentation  of  the  claim,  as  hereinafter  prorided, 
advertised  for,  at  least,  six  weeks  snccessively,  in 
Mnne  one  of  the  newspapers  of  the  State  in  which 
the  destruction  happened ;  and  also  in  some  oiie 
of  the  newspapers  of  the  State  in  which  the 
certificate  issued,  if  that  was  another  State ;  the 
•dreitisement.  or  advertisements,  io  such  case, 
expiesain?,  with  as  much  precision  as posstble.  the 
namber,  date,  and  amount,  of  the  certificate  alleg- 
ed to  have  been  destroyed,  and  the  name  of  the 
pi^rson  to  whom  the  same  was  issued,  together 
with  the  time  when,  the  place  where,  and  the 
means  Ly  which,  the  same  was  destroyed. 

Sec.  3.  Attd  be  further  enacted,  That  all 
claims  for  the  renewal  of  destroyed  certificates,  of 
either  of  the  descriptions  aforesaid,  not  precluded 
by  this  act,  shall  be  receivable,  with  the  evidence 
in  support  of  the  same,  by  the  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  until  the  said  first  day  of  June,  one 
thousand  seven  himdred  and  ninety-five, and  shall, 
by  the  accoimting  officers  of  the  Treasury,  be  duly 
examined;  and,  if  satisfactorily  supported,  the 
claimants  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  certificates  of 
registered  Debt,  equal  to  the  specie  value  of  the 
LoanOfficeor  final  settlement  certificates  so  proved 
'  to  have  been  destroyed. 
.   Approved,  April  21, 1794. 


An  Act  to  establish  the  Port  Office  and  Port  Roads 
within  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^■c.,  That  the  following  be  es- 
tablished as  post  roads,  namely:  From  Passama- 
(luoddy,  in  the  district  of  Maine,  to  St.  Mary's, 
in  Georgia,  by  the  following  route,  to  wit:  Prom 
Passamaquoddy, through  Machias,Oonldsborough, 
Sullivan,  Trenton,  BluehiU,  Penobscot,  Frankfort, 
Belfast,  Duoktrop,  Camden,  Thomaston,  Warren, 
Wald<^rough, Bristol,  Nobleborough,  Newcastle, 
Wiscaseett,  Bath,  Brunswick,  North  Yarmouth, 
Portland,  Biddeford,  Wells,  York,  Portsmouth, 
Newhuryport,  Ipswich,  Salem,  Boston,  Worcester, 
Brookfield,  Springfield,  Hartford,  Middletown, 
New  Haven,  Stratford,  Fairfield.  Norwalk.  Stara- 
ford,NewYork,Newark,Elizabeth-Town,Bridge- 
town,  Woodbridge,  Brunswick,Princeton,Trenton, 
Bristol,  Philadelphia,  Chester,  Wilmington,  Chris- 
tianaLElkton,  Charlestown,  Havre  de  Grace,  Hart- 
ford, Baltimore,BJadensburg,  Washington,  George- 
town, Alexandria,  Colchester,  Dumfries,  Freder- 
ickabu^,  Bowling  Green,  Hanover  Court  House, 
Riehmond,P^ersburg,Goid30a's,Warrenton,LeW' 
isbuTz,  Raleiffh,  Averysborough,  Fayetteville, 
Lumberion,  Cheraw  Court  House,  Camden,  Co- 
lumbia, Edgefield  Court  House,  Augusta  and 
Waynesborough,  to  Savannah,  and  thence  by 
Newport-bridge  and  Saint  Saviiia,  to  the  town  of 
Saint  Mary's.  From  Portland,  by  New  Glouces- 
ter. Green,  Monmouth,  Wiothrop,  and  Hallow- 
hill  Courthouse,  to  Pittsiown,  on  the  river  Kenne- 
beek.  From,  Portsmouth,  by  Exeter,  Chester. 


Amherst,  Keene,  and  Walp(^e,  to  Cbarlestown.- 
From  Chester,  by  Concord,  and  Plymouik,  lo 
Haverhill.  From  Exeter  to  Hampton  Falk- 
From  Salem  to  Gloucester.  From  Salem  toMu- 
btehead.  From  Boston  to  Plymouth,  Sandwicik. 
and  Falmouth ;  and  from  Falmouth  lo  E4ai- 
town,  on  Martha's  Vineyard.  From  Bandwidito 
Barnstable  and  Yarmouth.  FromBoctontoTtu- 
ton  and  New  Bedford,  and  thence  to  Nantucket 
From  Boston,  to  Hartford,  in  Connecticnt, 
Dedham,  Mendou,  and  Pomfret.  FromBostoato 
Keene.  From  Boston,  through  AndorerandHar- 
erhill,  to  Chester.  From  Taunton  to  ProridcMt: 
and  from  Taunton,  by  Dighton  and  Somerset,  u 
Warren.  From  New  Bedford  to  Newport  Froa 
Boston,  by  Providence,  Norwich,  New  Lonia 
Saybrook,  and  Guilford,  to  New  Haven.  From 
Newport,  by  Bristol  and  Warren,  to  Prorideact 
From  Newport,  by  East  Greenwich,  to  ProTi- 
dence.  From  Newport,  by  Westerly  and  Sioo- 
ington  Point,  to  New  London.  From  Spriogfidi 
by  North  Hampton,  Greenfield.  Bratiieboroogli 
Westminister,  Charlestown,  Windsor,  Hanover, 
and  Haverhill,  to  Newbury.  From  Springfield 
by  Stockbridge.  to  Einderhook.  From  ftoti- 
field,  by  North  Hampton,  Pittsfield,  andNewLdh 
anon,  to  Albany.  From  Hartford,  by  New  B»a- 
ford,  through  Norfolk,  Canaan,  ShdSSeld^d  Hills- 
dale, to  the  city  of  Hudson.  From  Hartford  ut 
Norwich.  From  Hartford,  by  Middletom  w 
New  London.  From  Hartford,  by  Fanningiim- 
Harwinton,  Litchfield,  New  Millord,  Newtown. 
Danbury,  Ridgefield,  Poundridee,  Salem,  North 
Castle,  and  White  Plains,  to  New  York.  From 
New  York,  by  Peefekill,  Fishkill,  Poughkeepsie. 
Rhinebeck,  Red  Hook,  Clermont,  Hudstm. 
Kinderhook,  to  Albany.  From  Albany  by  Lans- 
ingburg,  Bennington,  Manchester,  Rutland,  Mid- 
dlebury,  and  Vergennes,  to  Burlington,  on  Uke 
Champiain.  From  Rutland  to  Wmdsor.  in  tin 
Stale  of  Vermont.  From  Albany,  by  SchenecM*r- 
Johnston,  Connojoharrie,  and  WhitestomL  to 
Canandorque;  and  from  some  convenient  point 
in  that  line,  through  Cherry  Valley,  to  the  Coort 
House  in  Cooper's  town,  in  the  county  of  Otsego. 
From  the  city  of  New  York,  by  the  most  usial 
route,  to  Sagg  Harbor.  From  Newark  or  Eli» 
beth  town,  by  Morristown  and  Rockaway,toSoj- 
sex  Court  House,  and  from  thence,  by  HackelA 
town  and  Morristown,  to  Elizabeth  town  or  New- 
ark. From  Woodbridge  to  Amboy.  FromTrei- 
ton.  by  AUentown,  Monmouth  Court  Hoosfc 
Shrewsbury  and  Spotswood  to  Brunswick,  tai 
from  Brunswick  by  Somerset  Court  House.  Nfw 
Germantown,  Pittston,  and  Flemington,  to  Tren- 
ton. From  Philadelphia,  by  Bethlenem,  Euloo, 
Sussex  Court  House,  Goshen,  Wardsbridge.  awl 
Kingston,  to  Rhinebeck.  From  Betbleoeni  to 
Reading.  From  Philadelphia,  by  Woodlw^- 
SweedsbOToogh,  and  Salem,  to  Bridgeiovn,  in 
West  New  Jersey.  From  PhUadelphui,  by  No* 
ristown,  PottBgrove,  Reading,  Lebanon,  aid  H>^ 
risburg,  to  Carlisle.  From  ReadiDgtoLaieuiet- 
From  Philadelphia,  by  Lancaster,  Yorktown,Cii- 
lisle,  Shippensburg,  Chambersburg,  Bedford  iw 
Greensbnrg,  to  Ftttsbui^.  From  Pittdmift  V 
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if^ashini^UHi,  in  Peonsylvaikia,  West  Libertjr,  in 
irginia,  and  Wheeling,  on  the  Ohio,  to  Limestone 
nd  Fort  Washington.  From  Limstone,  by  Bour- 
^ntown,  Ijeiington,  Frankfort,  and  Harrodsburg, 
)  Danville,  in  Kentucky.  From  DanviUe,  by 
■ardstown,  to  Louisville.  From  Yorktown,  in 
ennsylvania,  by  Hanover,  Petersburg,  and  Taw- 
y  town,  to  Frederickiown,  in.  Maryland,  and 
lence  to  Leesburg,  in  Virginia.  From  Wii- 
iington,  in  the  State  of  Delaware.  New  Castle, 
^twclPs  bridge,  and  Du«k  Creek,  to  Dover; 
nd,  from  thence,  by  Frederica,  Millford,  DaggV 
Drwgh,  SnowhiU,  Homtown,  and  Accomack 
lourt  House,  to  Northampton  Courthouse,  and 
lence,  to  Norfolk,  Hampton,  or  Yorktown.  From 
failadblphia,  by  Wilmington,  Middletown,  War- 
dck,  Greorge  town,  Cross  Roads,  Chester  town, 
Chester  Mills,  Easton,  Vienna  and  Salisbury,  to 
'Uowhill ;  and  from  Snowhill  to  Princess  Ann, 
ad  thence  to  Salisbury;  and  from  Cbestertown 
>  Baltimore,  at  all  times,  when  a  stage  passes  be- 
ffeen  those  two  places.  From  Elkton  to  War- 
rick. From  Harford  to  Bel  Air.  From  Balti- 
lore  to  Annapolis,  Upper  Marlborough,  Piscata- 
ray.  Port  Tobacco,  Allen's  Fresh,  Newport,  and 
^haptico,  to  Leonard  town.  From  Baltimore  to 
forKtown,  in  Pennsylvania.  From  Baltimore, 
ly  Frederick  town  and  Hagu's  town,  to  Cham- 
•ersburg.  Fr<Mii  Hager's  town,  by  Sharpsbtirg, 
0  Shepherd's  town.  From  Frederick  town,  by 
'eterstown,  and  Montgomery  Court  House,  to 
jteorgetown,  on  the  Potomac.  From  Hager's 
own,  by  Hanoock,  Oldtown,  Cumberland,  Mor- 
[antown,  in  Virginia,  and  Uniontown,  in  Penn- 
ylvania.  to  Brownsville,  on  the  Monongabela. — 
i^rom  Alexandria,  by  Salisbury,  Leesburg,  Shep- 
lerdstown,  Martinsburg,  Winchester,  Stereos- 
>urg,  Strasburg,  Woo(htock,  and  Rockingham 
yourt  House,  to  Staunton.  From  Fredericks- 
lurg,  by  Port  Royal,  to  Tappahannock ;  thence 
cross  the  Rappahannock,  to  Richmond  Court 
louse,  Westmoreland  Court  House,  Kinsale,  on 
feocomico,  and  Northumberland  Court  House,  to 
jaucaster  Court  House,  thence  re-crossing  the 
lappahannock  to  Urbaiu,  and  from  Urbana,  to 
Gloucester  Court  House.  From  Fredericksburg, 
>y  Calpepppr  and  Orange  Court  Houses,  to  Char- 
Jttesvule.  From  Richmond,  by  New  Castle, 
Lylett's  Warehouse,  and  Toad's  bridge,  to  Rap- 
lahannock.  From  Richmond,  by  Williamsbu)^, 
fork  town  and  Hampton,  to  Norfolk.  From 
Uchmond,  by  Columbia  and  Charlottesville,  to 
Staunton,  thence  to  Lexinaton,  Fincastle,  Mont- 
omery  Court  House,  Wytne  Court  House,  and 
Abingdon,  to  Jonesborougli,  in  the  territory  south- 
rest  of  the  Ohio,  thence  by  Greensville  and  Jef- 
erson  Court  House,  to  Knoxville.  From  Staun- 
00  to  Bath  Court  House,  thence  to  the  Sweet 
Jpriogs,  and  theoce  to  Greenbrier  Court  House, 
''torn  Richmond,  by  Powhatan  Court  House, 
l^umberland  Court  House.  Prince  Edward  Court 
louse,  Lynchbu^,  New  London,  and  Liberty,  to 
?incastle.  From  Prince  Edward  Court  House, 
ly  Charlotte  Court  Hous&  Halifax  Court  House, 
ad  Pittsylvania  Court  House,  to  Martinsbu^, 
ind  thence  to  Bethania.  From  Martinsbuxg  to 


Liberty.  From  Osborne's  to  Bermuda  Hundred. 
From  Petersburg,  by  Cabin  Point,  Smithfieldand 
Suffolk,  to  Portsmouth  and  Norfolk.  From  Smith- 
field,  by  Southampton  Court  House  to  Grenrille 
Court  House.  From  Petersburg  to  Halifax,  in 
North  Carolina.  From  Qoldson's,  by  Saint  Tam- 
many's and  Mecklenburg  Court  House,  to  Hali- 
fax Court  House,  io  Virgmia.  From  Suffolk,  by 
Edenton,  Plymouth,  TN^faington,  and  Newbem, 
to -Wilmington.  From  Plymouth  to  Windsor. — 
From  Edenton,  by  Hertford,  Nixouton,  Sawyer's 
Ferrv,  in  Camden  county,  to  Indian  town,  in  Cur- 
rituck county.  From  Halifax  to  Princeton  aad 
Morfreesborough,  on  Meherrin  river,  thence  to 
Wioton,  on  Chomn  river,  and  thence,  by  the 
bridge  on  Bennett's  creek,  to  R.  Mitchells,  which 
is  on  the  post  road  from  Suffolk  to  Edenton.  From 
Halifax,  by  Blountsville,  Williamston  and  Dailey's, 
to  Plymouth.  Prom  HalifaXj  by  Warrenton,  Ox- 
ford, Hillsborough,  Martinville,  and  Salem,  to 
Salisbury.  From  Salisbury,  by  Cabarras  Court 
House,  to  Charlotte,  to  return  by  Iredell  Court 
House  to  Salisbury.  From  Satisour^y  to  Fayette- 
ville,  to  go  and  return  by  the  followmg  route,  al- 
ternately: by  Montgomery,  Anson,  and  Rich- 
mond Court  Houses,  to  Fayettevitle,  theoce  by 
Moore  and  Randolph  Court  Houses,  back  to  Sal- 
isbury. From  Halifax,  by  Tarboro^h  and  Green- 
ville, to  Washington,  and  from  Tarborough  to 
Lewisburg.  From  Newbern,  by  Kinston,  Waynes- 
boroiigh  and  Smithfield,  to  luleigh.  From  Ra- 
leigh, oy  Chapel  Hill,  to  Hillsborough,  and  from 
Chapel  Hill  to  Chatham  Court  House.  From 
HiUsborough,  by  Person  Court  House,  Caswell 
Court  House,  and  Rockingham  Court  House^  to 
Germantown.  From  Fayetteville  to  Wilmmg- 
tou;  the  mail  to  go  alternately  by  Elizabethtown 
and  return  by  South  Washington,  the  croBs-roads 
near  Duplin  Court  House  and  Sampson  Court 
House.  From  Salem,  by  Bethania,  Huntsville, 
Rockford,  and  Wilkes,  to  Morgantown,  in  North 
Carolina,  and  from  Morgantown,  by  Lincolnton, 
to  Pinckney  Court  House,  in  South  Carolina.— 
From  Cheraw  Court  House  to  Georgetown. — 
From  Camden,  by  Statesburg,  to  Charleston^ 
From  Charleston,  by  Coosawatchy,  to  Sister's 
Ferry,  on  Savannah  river,  and  thence  to  the  post 
road  from  Augusta  to  Savannah,  and  from  Coosa- 
watchy to  Beaufort.  From  Columbia,  by  Orange- 
burg, to  Charleston.  From  Columbia  to  New- 
bury Court  House  and  Laurens  Court  House,  to 
Greenville  Court  House.  From  Edgefield  Court 
House  to  Cambridge,  and  thence,  oy  Abbeville 
Court  House,  to  PendletMi  Court  House.  From 
Columbia,  by  Winnsborough,  Pinckney  Court 
House,  Spartan  Court  House,  and  Grenville 
Court  House,  to  Washington  Court  House.  From 
Washington  Court  House,  by  Pendleton  Court 
House,  to  Hatton's  ford,  on  Tugeloo  river ;  and 
thence  by  Fraaklin  Court  House,  Elberton  and 
Petersburg,  to  Washington,  in  Georgia.  From 
Augusta  to  Washington,  thence  to  Qr^hvoggh, 
ana  thence  by  the  great  falls  of  Ogeohee  and 
George  town,  to  Augusta-  Proricfecf,  That,  until 
the  Postmaster  General  shall  have  made  provi- 
sion for  the  regular  transportation  of  the 
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from  Wheelmg  to  Limestone,  the  present  post- 
tosA  from  Abingdon  to  Danville,  in  Kentucky, 
sball  be  continuea;  and  if  such  provision  cannot 
'"be  made  within  a  reasonable  time,  then  the  post- 
Toad  shall  be  extended  from  Danville  to  Frank- 
fort, and  Lexinffton,  and  thence  to  Washington. 

Sec.  2.  AndOe  it  further  enacted,  Thatttshall 
be  lawful  for  the  Postmaster  General  to  provide, 
by  contract,  for  the  carriage  of  a  mail  on  any  road 
on  which  a  stage-wagon,  or  other  stage-carriage, 
shall  be  established,  on  condition  that  the  expense 
thereof  shall  not  exceed  the  revenue  toence 
arisioff. 

it  shall  also  be  lawful  for  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral to  eater  into  contracts,  for  a  term  not  exceed- 
ing eight  years,  for  extending  the  line  of  posts, 
and  to  authorize  the  persons,  so  contractine,  as  a 
compensation  for  their  expenses,  loreceive,  during 
the  continuance  of  such  contracts,  at  rates  not  rx- 
ceedine  those  for  like  distances  established  by  this 
act,  air  the  postage  which  shall  arise  on  letters, 
newspapers  magazines,  pamphlets,  and  packets, 
conveyed  by  any  such  post.  And  the  roads  desig- 
nated in  such  contracts  shall,  during  the  continu- 
ance thereof,  be  deemed  and  considered  as  post 
riMids,  within  the  provisions  of  this  act :  And  a  du- 

Slicate  of  every  such  contract,  "halL  within  sixty 
ays  after  the  execution  thereof,  be  lodged  in  the 
office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it fiaiher  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  established,  at  the  SeaX  of  Gtovemment  of 
the  United  States,  a  General  Post  Office ;  and  there 
^all  be  one  Postmaster  General,  who  shall  have 
authority  toappointan  Assistant  and  Deputy  Post- 
masters at  all  such  places,  as  he  shall  find  neces- 
sary; and  he  shall  provide  for  carrying  the  mail 
of  the  United  States,  by  stage  carriages  or  horses, 
as  be  may  judge  mosf  expedient;  and  as  ofUn  as 
he,  having  regard  to.the  productiveness  thereof, 
as  well  as  other  circumstances,  shall  think  proper, 
and  defray  the  expense  thereof,  with  all  ottier  ex- 
penses arising  on  the  collection  and  management 
pf  the  revenue  of  the  Post  Office.  He  shall  also 
have  power  to  prescribe  such  regulations  to  the 
deputy  postmasters,  and  others  employed  under 
him,  as  may  be  found  necessary,  and  to  superin- 
tenathe  business  of  the  Department,  in  all  the  du- 
ties that  are  or  may  be  assigned  to  it,  and  also  to 
direct  the  route  or  road,  where  there  are  more 
than  one,  between  the  places  above  established, 
which  route  or  road  shall  be  considered  as  the 
post-road. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Postmaster  General  stiatl,  once  in  three  months, 
obtain  from  his  deputies  the  accounts  and  vouch- 
ers of  their  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  the  bal- 
ance due  thereon,  and  render  to  the  Secfetary  of 
the  Treasury  a  quarterly  account  of  all  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  in  the  said  Department,  to 
be  adjusted  and  settled,  as  other  public  accounts; 
and  shall  pay,  quarterly,  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  the  balance  in  his  hands;  and  the 
Postmaster  General,  and  his  assistants,  the  Deputy 
Postmasters,  and  sach  as  they  mav  employ  in  their 
offie^  before  they  enter  upon  tneir  dntie^  or  be 


entitled  to  receive  the  emoluments  of  their  oftns, 
and  the  contractors  for  carrying  the  mail,  and  dieir 
agents  or  servants,  and  all  others  to  whom  tW 
mail  shall  be  intrusted,  before  ibeycommencelb* 
execution  of  the  said  trust,  shall,  respectively,  tab 
and  subscribe,  before  some  Justice  of  the  Pe««, 
the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  and  causeico- 
(ificate  thereof  to  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Port- 
master  General:— "I  do  swear  (or  affirm, utbc 
case  may  be,)  that  I  will  faithfnllyperiorm  ill 
the  duties  required  of  me,  and  abstain  irom  eTwy- 
thing  forbidden  by  the  law,  in  relation  to  the  a- 
tablishment  of  Post  Offices  and  Pos«  Roads  will- 
in  the  United  States." 

Sec.  5.  And  beit farther  enacted,  Thatifuj 
person  should  obstruct  or  retard  the  pnssaseofik 
mail,  or  of  any  horse  or  carriage  carrying  thesaiM, 
he  shall,  upon  conviction  for  every  such  offaict 
pay  a  fine  of  not  exceeding  one  hundred  doUin; 
and  if  any  ferryman  shall,  by  wilful  negligwte 
or  refusal  to  transport  the  mail  across  anyfwtj. 
delay  the  same,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  forewA 
half  hour  that  the  same  shall  be  so  dekyed,  i  so 
not  exceeding  ten  dollars. 

Sec.  6.  Andbeitfwikeremeted  Thai  itihil 
be  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  gm 
public  DOtiee,  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspspen 
published  at  ttie  Seftt  of  QoTCfnment  of  the  Cniwi 
States,  and  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers  i«ib- 
lished  in  the  State  or  States,  where  the  cMtnei 
is  to  be  performed,  for  at  least  six  weeks  befort 
the  entering  into  any  contract  for  the  conveymee 
of  the  mail,  that  such  contract  is  intended  to  fc( 
made,  and  the  day  on  which  it  shall  be  conclnW 
describing  the  places,  from  and  to  which  «» 
mail  is  to  be  conveyed ;  the  time  at  which  it  rsto 
be  made  up;  the  day  and  hour  at  which  it  is  w 
be  delivered,  and  the  penalty  or  penalties  for  not- 
performance  of  the  stipulations;  he  shall,  bhw- 
over,  within  thirty  days  after  the  making  w 
contract,  lodge  the  same,  together  with  tw  ^ 
posals,  which  he  shall  have  received  respectog  «, 
in  the  office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treaflni 
oi  the  United  States:  Provided,  Thatnoc«w« 
shall  be  entered  into  for  a  longer  term  thin  tm 
years. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  ThatcveiT 
Deputy  Postmaster  shall  keep  an  office,  in  whi« 
one  or  more  persons  shall  attend,  at  such  houjs » 
the  Postmaster  General  shall  direct,  for  the  im- 
pose of  performing  the  duties  thereof;  and  sllW- 
ters,  brought  to  any  Post  Office  half  an  how*" 
fore  the  time  of  making  up  the  mail  at  such  <mct 
shall  be  forwarded  therein,  except  at  sachPo* 
Offices,  where,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Postnn^ 
General,  it  requires  more  time  for  makinyup* 
mail,  and  which  he  shall  accordingly  prescnwi 
but  this  shall  in  no  case  exceed  one  hour. 

Sec.  a  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That,  fwa 
and  after  the  first  day  of  June  next  the  Post"*" 
ter  General  shall  be  allowed,  for  his  ' 
the  rate  of  two  thousand  four  hundred  dollarj  F 
annum,  his  assistant,  at  the  rate  of  one  thowMj 
two  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  and  the  Postra"" 
ter  General  shall  be  allowed  four  clerks,  wi»t 
compensation  shall  be  regulated  in  such  oubo" 
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.s  Dot  to  exceed  fire  hundred  dollars  per  annum 
0  each :  Ail  the  above  meatioDcd  compensations 
0  be  paid  quarterly  oat  of  the  revcnaea  of  the 
*ost  Office ;  and  no  fees  or  perquisites  shall  be  re- 
eived  by  any  person  employed  in  the  Qeneral 
'ost  Office,  on  account  of  the  duties  to  be  per- 
ormed,  in  virtue  of  his  appointment. 

Sec.  9.  Arid  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  De- 
luty  Postmasters,  and  persons  authorized  by  the 
^ostmaster  General,  shall  demand  and  receivefor 
he  conveyance  of  letters  and  packets,  except  such 
s  are  hereinafter  excepted,  the  foHowinc  rates  of 
ostage :  For  every  single  letter  conveyed  by  land, 
ot  exceeding  thirty  miles,  six  cents ;  over  thirty 
ailes,  and  not  exceeding  sixty,  eight  cents;  over 
ixty,  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred,  ten  cents; 
ver  one  hundred  miles,  and  Hot  exceeding  one 
.undred  and  fifty,  twelve  cents  and  a  half;  over 
me  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  not  exceeding 
wo  hundred,  fittcsn  cents;  over  two  hundred 
ailes,  and  not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  fifty, 
erenteen  cents ;  over  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles, 
nd  not  exceeding  three  hundred  and  fifty^  twenty 
ents;  over  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and 
lOt  exceeding  four  hundred  and  fifty,  twenty- 
wo  cents ;  and  more  than  four  hundred  and  fifty 
ailes,  twenty-five  cents;  and  for  every  double  let- 
er,  double  the  said  rates;  for  every  triple  letter, 
riple }  and  for  every  packet,  wfighme  one  ounce 
Lvoirdupois,  at  therate  of  four  single  Fetters ;  and 
n  that  proportion  for  any  greater  weight. 

Sec.  10.  Attd  be  it  JUrlher  enacted,  That  for 
ill  letters  and  packets  passing  by,  sea  to  and  from 
he  United  States,  or  from  one  port  to  another 
herein,  in  packet  boats  or  vessels,  the  property  of, 
tr  provided  by  the  JQnited  States^  postege  shall  be 
iharged,  as  follows:  For  every  single  letter,  eight 
lents;  for  every  double  letter. sixteen  cents;  for 
irery  triple  letter,  or  packet,  twenty -four  cents ; 
iDd  for  every  letter  or  packet  brought  into  the 
Jnited  States,  or  carried  from  one  port  therein  to 
mother,  by  sea,  in  any  privateslfip  or  vessel,  four 
:ents,  if  delivered  at  tne  place  where  the  same 
ball  arrive;  and  if  directed  to  be  delivered  at  any 
ither  place,  with  the  addition  of  like  po.ttage,  as 
ither  letters  are  made  subject  to  the  [Hiyment  of, 
ly  this  act. 

Sec.  11.  Andbeitjiirther  enaded,  That  if  any 
deputy  Postmaster,  or  other  person  authorized  by 
he  Postmaster  General  to  receive  the  postages  of 
eUers,  shall  fraudalently  demand  or  receive  any 
ate  of  postage,  "or  any  gratuity  or  reward,  other 
han  is  provided  by  this  act,  for  the  postage  of 
etters  or  packets,  on  conviction  thereof,  he  shdl 
brfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  one  hundred  dollars 
md  shall  be  rendered  incapaole  of  holding  any  of- 
ice  or  appointment  under  the  United  States. 
'  Sbg.  12.  And  be  it  /wiher  enacted,  That  no 
ihip  or  vessel,  arriving  at  any  port  within  the 
Jnited  States,  where  a  Post  Office  is  established, 
ihall  be  permitted  to  report,  make  entry,  or  break 
3ulk.  until  the  inaster  or  commander  shall  have 
lelivered  to  the  Postmaster,  all  letters  directed  to 
iny  person  or  persons,  within  the  United  States, 
grhich,  under  his  care^  or  within  his  power,  shall 
l>e  brooght  io  such  ship  or  vesael,  except  such  as 


are  directed  to  the  owner  or  consigiiee  <^the  ship 
or  vessel,  and  except  also  such  as  are  directed  to 
be  delivered  at  the  port  of  delivery,  to  which 
such  ship  or  vessel  may  be  bound.  And  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Collector,  or  other  officer  of  the 
port,  empowered  to  receive  entries  of  ships  or  ves- 
sels, to  re(^uire  from  every  master  or  commandet 
of  such  ship  or  vessel,  an  oath  or  affirmation,  pur- 
porting that  he  has  delivered  all  such  letters,  ex- 
cept as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  13.  Andbe it Jurther enacted,  ThatthePost- 
mastersjto  whom  such  letters  may  be  delivered,shall 
pay  to  the  master,  commander,  or  other  person, 
delivering  the  same,  except  the  commanders  of 
foreign  packets,  two  cents  for  each  letter  or  pack- 
et, and  shall  obtain  from  the  person  delivering  the 
same,  a  certificate,*  specifying  the  number  o{ 
letters  and  packets,  with  the  name  of  the  ship  or 
vessel,  and  thp  place  from  whence  she  last  sailed, 
which  certificate,  tcwether  with  a'  receipt  for  the 
money,  shall  be,  withhis  quarterly  accounts,  traus> 
mitted  to  the  Postmaster  General, who  shall  credit 
him  with  the  amount. 

Sbd.  14.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  if 
any  person,  other  than  the' Postmaster  General, 
or  his  deputies,  or  persons  by  them  employed, 
shall  be  concerned  in  setting  up  or  maintaining 
any  foot  or  horse  post,  stage  w^on.  or  other  stage 
carriage,  on  any  established  Post  Road,  or  any 
packet  boat  or  other  vessel,  to  ply  regularly  froni 
one  place  to  another,  between  which,  a  regular 
communication,  by  water,  shall  be  estabHshea  by 
the  United  States,  and  shall  receive  any  letter  or 
packet,  other  than  newspapers,  magazioes,  or  pam- 
phlets, and  carry  the  same,  by  such  foot  or  norse 
post,  stage  wagon,  or  other  stage  carriage,  packet 
t>oat  or  vessel,  (excepting  only  such  letter  or  let- 
ters, as  may  he  directed  to  the  owner  or  owners  of 
such  conveyance,  and  relating  to  the  same,  or  to 
the  person  to  whom  any<  package  or  bun^e  in 
such  conveyance  is  intended  -to  be  delivered,) 
every  person  so  offending  shall  forfeit,  for  every 
such  offence,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars :  Provided, 
That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  send  let- 
ters or  packets  by  a  special  messenger. 

Sec  15.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
Deputy  Postmasters  and  other  agents  of  the  Post- 
master General,  shall  duly  account  and  answer  to 
htm,  for  all  way  letters,  which  shall  come  to  their 
hands ;  and  for  this  purpose  the  post-riders,  and 
other  carriers  of  the  mail  receivu^  any  way-let- 
ter or  letters,  (and  it  shall  be  their  dutj;  to  receive 
them,  if  presented  more  than  two  miles  from  a 
Post  Office,)  shall  deliver  the  same,  together  widi 
the  postage,  if  paid,  at  the  first  Post  Office,  to 
which  they  shall  afterwards  arrive,  where  the 
Postmaster  shall  duly  enter  the  same,  and  specifr 
the  number  and  rate  or  rates  in  the  post-bill,  add- 
ing to  the  rate  of  each  way-letter  one  cent, 
which  shall  be  paid,  by  (he  Deputy  Postmaster,  to 
the  mail  carrier  from  whom  such  way-letter  shall 
be  received;  and  that  letters,  directed  to  persons 
living  between  Post  Offices,  may  be  delivered,  and 
the  postage  thereof  duly  collected,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  carriers  of  the  mail  to  take  chai^  (rf*, 
and  ddiver,  all  such  letters  as  shall,  for  that  pur* 
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pose,  be  commiteed  to  them,  by  any  Deputy  Post- 
.  master,  and  collect  the  postege  thereof,  which 
shall  be  paid  over  by  such  Deputy  Postmaster,  on 
demand,  and  for  every  letter  so  delivered,  the  mail 
carrier  aeliTetin^  the  ^me  shall  be  allowed  to  de- 
mand aod'  receive  two  cents,  to  his  own  use,  be- 
sides the  ordinary  postage ;  and  if  any  Deputy 
Postmaster,  or  other  ageot  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, shall  neglect  so  to  account,  he  or  they,  so  of- 
fending, sban,  on  conviction  tnereof^  forfeit,  for 
every  such  nffence,  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  dol- 
lars :  Provided,  That  no  mail  carriers  shall  make 
such  deliveries  at  any  place  not  on  the  Post  Road : 
Provided  alao,  That  the  receipts  and  delivery  of 
letters  on  the  way,  between  Post  Offices,  shall  not 
be  required  of  the  mail  carriers,  in  cases  where, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster  General,  the  time 
or  manner  of  carryiog  the  mail,  or  the  speed  of 
cmveyancCj  is  incompatible  with  snch  receipts 
and  deliveries. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  emidoyed  in  any  of  the  departments  of  the 
General  Post  Office,  shall  unlawfully  detain,  delay, 
or  open,  any  letter,  packet,  bag,  or  mail  of  letters, 
with  which  he  shall'be  lotrusted,  or  which  shall 
have  come  to  his  possession,  and  which  are  inteod- 
ed  to  be  conveyed  by  post;  or  if  any  such  person 
shall  secrete,  embezzle,  or  destroy,  any  letter  or 
packet,  intrusted  to  him,  as  aforesaid,  and  which 
shall  not  contain  any  security  for,  or  assurance  re- 
lating to,  money,  as  hereinafter  described,  every 
such  offender,  1>eing  thereof  duty  convicted,  shall, 
for  every  such  offence,  be  fined,  not  exceeding 
thrjee  hundred  dollars,  or  imprisoned,  not  exceed- 
ing six  months,  or  both,  aecordiag  to  the  circum- 
stances and  .aggravations  of  the  offence.  And  if 
any  person,  employed  as  aforesaid,  shall  secrete, 
emb^zle,  or  destroy,  any  letter,  packet,  bag,  or 
mail  of  letters,  with  which  he  shad  be  intrusted, 
or  which  shall  have  come  to  his  possession,  and 
are  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  iHut,  containing 
any  bank  note,  or  bank  post  biU,  oill  of  exchange, 
warrant  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,note 
of  assignment  of  stock  m  the  funds,  letters  of  at- 
torney for  receiving  annuities  or  dividends,  or  for 
selling  stock  in  the  funds,  or  for  receiving  the  in- 
terest thereof,  or  any  letter  of  credit,  or  note  for, 
or  relating  to  the  payment  of  money,  or  any  bond 
or  warrant,  draft,  bill,  or  promissory  note,  whatso- 
ever, for  the  payment  of  money;  or  if  any  such 
person,  employed  as  aforesaid,  ishall  steal  or  take 
any  o{  the  same,  out  of  any  letter,  packet,  bag  or 
mail  of  letters,  that  shall  come  to  his  possession, 
he  shall,  on  conviction  for  any  such  offence,  suffer 
death.  And  if  any  persm,  who  slmll  have  taken 
cl^rge  of  the  mail  of  the  United  States,  shall  quit 
or  desert  the  same,  before  his  arrival  at  the  next 
Post  Office,  every  such  person,  so  offending,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
dollars,  for  every  such  offence.  And  if  any  per- 
son concerned  in  carrying  the  mail  of  the  United 
States,  shall  collect,  receive,  or  carry,  any  letter 
or  packet,  or  shall  cause  or  procure  tae  same  to 
be  done,  contrary  to  this  act,  every  such  offender 
shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every  sucn  offence,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  fifty  doUara. 


Sbo.  17.  Andbeiljiaiherenactedj  Thatifuf 
person  or  persons  shall  rob  any  earner  of  the  boiI 
of  the  United  States  of  such  mail  or  uf  put 
thereof,  such  offender  or  offenders  mall,  <n  e«- 
victios  thereof,  suffer  death.  And  if  anv  pena 
shall  steal  the  mail,  or  shall  steal  and  take  (kb. 
or  out  of  the  mail,  or  from  or  out  of  snr  Pk 
Office,  any  ^tter  or  packet,  such  person  shiuL  Gf- 
on  conviction,  for  every  such  offence,  be  fined.Dc-: 
exceeding  three  hundred  dollars,  or  impttonei 
not  exceeding  six  months,  or  both,  according  K 
the  circumstances  and  aggravations  of  theoffenn 
Sec.  18.  And  be  it  furtker  enacted^  Thai  lir 
Deputy  Postmasters  shall,  respectively,  publiiLr 
the  expiration  of  every  three  months,  or  ofUse: 
Wiicu  the  Postmaster  General  shall  so  dirttLi 
one  of  the  newspapers  published  at  or  nearest  it 
place  of  bis  residence,  for  three  successive  mdi 
a  list  of  all  the  letters  remaining  in  their  te^- 
ive  offices,  or,  instead  thereof,  ^all  make  omi 
number  of  such  lists,  and  cause  them  to  be  ptete: 
at  such  public  places  in  their  vicinity,  as  ^ 
appear  to  them  best  adapted  for  the  infonoatuc 
of  the  parties  concerned :  and,  at  the  expiraticn  g: 
the  next  three  months,  shall  send  such  oftheai: 
letters  as  then  reniain  on  hand  as  dead  letters  t. 
the  General  Post  Office,  where  the  .same  shall  V 
opened  and  inspected  ;  and  if  any  valuable  paper- 
or  matter  of  consequence,  shall  be  found  ihereit 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  Genera)  u 
cause  a  descriptive  list  thereof  to  be  inseried  is 
one  of  the  newspapers  published  at  the  phtt 
most  convenient  to  the  supposed  residence  w  it* 
owner,  if  withib  the  United  States;  and  such  Ia- 
ter,  and  the  contents,  shall  be  preserved,  to  be 
livered  to  the  person  to  whom  the  same  shall  K 
addressed,  upon  payment  of  uie  postage,  and  die 
expense  of  publication.  And  if  such  letter,  vtit 
its  contents,  be  not  demanded  by  the  petsoo  ^ 
whom  it  is  addressed,  or  the  owner  theteol^  or  hi: 
lawful  agent,  within  two  years  after  the  adw 
tisemcnt  thereof,  as  aforesaid,  the  said  coolesL' 
shall  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  United  State; 
until  the  same  shall  be  reclaimed  by  the  propria 
tor  thereof.  The  manner  of  such  applicaiioQ  i^' 
be  specially  stated  by  the  Postmaster  General  t" 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sec  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  di( 
following  letters  and  packets,  and  no  other,  sbw 
be  received  and  conveyed  by  post-free  of  pfftJ^ 
under  such  restrictions  as  are  hereinaner 
vided ;  that  is  to  say,  all  letters  and  packets  to  x 
from  the  President  or  Vice  President  of  iK 
United  States,  and  all  letters  and  packets,  ootn- 
ceeding  two  ounces  in  weight,  to  or  from 
member  of  the  Senate  or  House  of  Reprcseno- 
tives,  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  or  Clerk  of  tw 
House  of  Representatives,  during  their  actual  it- 
tendance  in  any  session  of  Congress,  and  tweni? 
days  after  such  session ;  all  letters  to  and  frora  w 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Comptroller,  Reg'*' 
ter,  and  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  the  Treasonr 
the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  at  W« 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  the  PostiBa-*iff 
General,  his  Assistant,  and  Deputies:  And  inf 
Deputy  Postmasters  shall  receive,  besides  ihfl' 
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rther  allowances,  two  cents  for  each  free  letter  or 
lacket.  (their  own  excepted)  which  shall  be  de- 
ivered  to  the  person  aadresied  out  their  re- 
Ipectire  oS&aea,  Proeided,  That  no  peraoa  shall 
rank  or  enclose  any  letter  or  packet  other  than 
lis  own }  but  any  public  letter  or  packet  Ifom  the 
[)epartnient  of  the  Treasury,  may  be  franked  by 
he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  by  the  Com- 
nissioner  of  the  Revenue,  Comptroller,  Register, 
\nditor,  or  Treasurer:  And  that  each  person  be- 
bre  named  shall  deliver  into  the  Post  Office  every 
eiter  or  packet  enclosed  to  him,  which  may  be 
tirected  to  an^  other  person,  noting'  the  place 
rom  whence  it  came  by  post,  and  the  usual  post^ 
■sf  shall  be  charged  thereon :  And  provided  alto, 
That  no  letter  to  or  from  a  Deputy  Postmaster 
hall  be  free  <}£  postage,  if  it  exceeds  half  an 
Hmce  in  weight. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it fiarUier  enacted^  That  if  any 
wrson  shall  coonteneit  the  handwriting  of  any 
>tber  person,  in  order  to  evade  the  payment  of 
nstage,  such  person  or  persons  so  ofiendin^  and 
leing  thereof  duly  ccaivicted,  shall  forfeit  an?  pay, 
or  every  such  onence,  the  sum  of  one  htmdr«f 
loUars. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  furiher  enacted^  That  every 
irinter  of  newspapers  may  send  one  paper  to  ea'cn 
lad  every  other  jmnter  of  newspapers  within  the 
Jnited  States,  free  of  postage,  under  soch  regnla- 
ions  as  the  Postmaster  General  shall  provide. 

Sec.  32.  And  be  it  Jktrther  enacted.  That  all 
lewspapers  conveyed  in  the  mail  shall  be  nnder 
:over,  open  at  one  end,  carried  in  separate  bags  from 
be  letters,  and  charged  with  the  payment  of  one 
sent  each,  for  any  distance  not  more  than  one  hun- 
Ired  miles,  and  one  cent  and  a  half  for  any  greater 
listance :  Provided,  That  the  postage  oi  a  single 
lewspaper,  from  any  one  place  to  another,  in  uie 
ame  State,  shall  not  exceed  one  cent :  And  tbat, 
vhere  the  mode  of  conveyance  and  the  size  of  the 
nails  will  admit  of  it,  magazines  and  pamphlets 
nay  he  transported  in  the  mail,  at  one.  cent  per 
heat  for  conveyance,  any  distance  not  exceeding 
ifty  miles;  one  and  a  half  cent  for  any  distance 
pver  fifty  miles,  and  not  exceeding  tne  hundred  ; 
md  two' cents  per  sheet,  for  any  greater  distance. 
\.nd  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
'al  and  his  deputies,  to  keep  a  separate  account 
or  the  news[]&pers,  magazines,  and  pamphlets; 
ind  the  Deputy  Postmasters  shall  receive  fifty 
Kr  cent,  on  the  postage  thereof,  exclusively  of 
heir  other  allowances:  And  if  any  letter,  memo- 
andu'm  in  witting,  or  other  thing,  be  enclosed  in, 
)r  idaced  among  such  newspapers,  or  if  any  note 
)r  memorandum,  other  than  the  name  of  the  per- 
son to  whom  it  is  addressed,  be  written  upon  any 
iich  newspaper,  the  letter,  memorandum,  or  other 
hing,  so  enclosed  or  placed,  and  the  news^per 
m  which  such  memorandum  shall  be  written, 
>hall  be  detained  by  the  Deputy  Postmaster,  until 
t  sum  shall  be  paid  him  equal  to  the  postage  of 
he  whole  packet  in  which  they  shall  be  found, 
calculating  such  postage  at  the  rates  established 
)y  tiiis  act  for  letters  and  packets:  And  that  any 
Printer,  or  other  persouj  who  shall  conceal  a  letter, 
H  any  memorandum  in'  writing,  in  ^  newspaper 


or  among  any  ]>ackage  of  newspapers,  shall  be  lia- 
ble, oh  conviction,  to  a  fine  for  each  offence,  not 
exceeding  five  dollars.  And  if  any  of  the  personB 
employed  in  any  department  of  the  Post  Office, 
shall  unlawfully  detain,  delay,  embezzle,  or  de- 
stroy any  newspaper^  magazine,  or  pamphlet,  with 
which  he  shall  be  intrusted,  such  offenders,  for 
every  such  offence^hall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing fifty  dollars':  Provided,  That  the  Postmaster 
(General,  in  any  contract  he  may  enter  into  for 
the  conveyance  of  the  matl^  may  authorize  the 
person  with  whom  such  contract  is  made,  to  carry 
newspapers,  magazines,  and  pamphlets,  other  than 
those  carried  in  the  mail. 

Sec.  23.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
Postmaster  General  be.  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized to  allow  to  the  Deputy  Postmasters,  respect- 
ively, such  commission,  on  the  moneys  ansinff 
from  the  postage  of  letters  and  packets,  as  he  shall 
think  adequate  to  their  respective  services  and 
expenses:  Provided,  The  said  commission  shall 
not  exceed  twenty  per  cent,  to  any  one  deputy, 
except  the  Postmaster  at  the  port  where  the  Eu- 
ropean packets  do  or  shall  arrive,  to  whom  such 
further  allowance,  in  addition  to  the  emoluments 
of  his  office,  shall  be  made.as  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral shall  deem  a  reasonable  cjmpensation  for  his 
extra  services,  in  the  receipt  and  despatch  of  let- 
ters originally  received  into  his  office,  from  on 
board  such  packets,  and  by  him  forwarded  to 
other  offices :  And  except  the  Deputy  Postmaster 
at  Burlington,  on  Lake  Ghamplain,  whose  com- 
pensation the  Postmaster  General  is  hereby  ati- 
thorized  to  au^ent,  on  account  of  his  extra 
trouble  in  receiving  mails  passing  to  and  from 
Canada,  to  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hmidred  dol- 
lars per  annum :  And  except  certain  Depdty  Port- 
masters,  who  are  oUiged  to  riae  in  the  m^t  to 
receive  mails,  whose  compensations  the  Postmas- 
ter General  is  hereby  antnorized  to  increase,  not 
exceeding  forty  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  mo- 
neys arising  on  the  postage  of  letters  and  packets; 
And  provided,  also,  That  the  compensations  afore- 
said shall  not  exceed  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
dollars  per  annum  to  any  one  Postmaster,  except- 
ing the  Deputy  Postmaster  of  Philadelphia,  who 
shall  be  allowed  a  compensation  not  exceeding 
the  sum  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  a 
year,  including  all  perquisites  and  emoluments,  of 
which  a  regular  account  shall  be  rendered  to  the 
Postmaster  General :  And  excepting  the  Deputy 
Postmaster  at  New  York  who  shall  be  allowed  a 
compensation,  not  exceedine  two  Aonsand  seven 
hundred  dollars  a  year,  inelnding  all  perquisites 
and  emoluments,  of  which  a  regalar  account  sball 
be  rendered,  as  aforesEiid:  Pwmded,  also,  That 
the  reasonable  charges  of  the  Deputy  Postmasters 
for  stationery,  for  cases  necessary  for  the  safe- 
keeping and  convenient  distribution  of  letters,  and 
for  advertising  the  lists  of  letters,  from  time  to 
time  remaining  in  their  offices,  accompanied  with 
proper  vouchers,  shall  be  admitted  by  the  Post- 
master General,  and  placed  to  their  credit ;  And 
there  shall  also  be  allowed  to  the  Deputy  Post- 
master of  Philadelphia,  for  his  extraoVdinary  ex- 
penses, incurred  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  un- 
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der  the  existing  law,  an  additional  cotnpensation, 
at  the  rate  of  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a 
year,  to  be  computed  from  the  first  day  of  July, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  to 
the  first  day  of  June  next. 

Seo.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
Deputy  Postmaster,  or  other  person  authorized  to 
receire  -the  postage  of  letters  and  packets,  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  reader  his  accounts  and  pay 
over  to  the  Postmaster  General  the  balance  by 
him  due  at  the  end  of  every  three  months,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  Qeoeral  to 
cause  a  suit  to  be  commenced  against  the  person 
or  persons  so  neglecting  or  refusing ;  and  if  the 
Postmaster  Grenera]  shall  not  cause  such  suit  to 
be  commenced  within  six  months  from  the  end  of 
every  such  three  months,  the  balances  due  from 
every  such  delinquent  shall  be  charged  to  and  re- 
coverable from  the  Postmaster  General. 

Seo.  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  pe- 
cuniary penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  under 
tbis  act,  shall  be  one-ball  for  the  use  of  the  per- 
son or  perscms  informing  and  prosecuting  for  the 
same,  and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  26.  And  be  UfurOier  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Postmaster  Qeneral  to  make  pro- 
vision, where  it  may  be  necessary,for  the  receipt  of 
all  letters  and  packets  intended  to  be  conveyed  by 
any  ship  or  vessel  beyond  sea,  or  from  any  port  of 
the  United  States  to  another  port  therein;  and  the 
letters  so  received  shall  be  formpd  into  a  mail, 
sealed  up,  and  directed  to  the  Postmaster  of  the 
port  to  which  sucli  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  bound. 
And  for  every  letter  or  packet  so  received  there 
shall  be  paid,  at  the  time  of  its  reception,  a  post- 
age of  one  cent,  which  shall  be  for  the  use  oi  the 
Postmasters  respectively  receiving  the  same.  And 
the  Postmaster  General  may  make  arrangements 
with  the  Postmasters  in  .any  foreign  country  for 
the  reciprocal  receipt  and  delivery  of  letters  and 
packets  through  the  post  offices. 

Sec.  27.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Deputy  Postmasters  and  the  persons  employed  in 
the  transportation  of  the  mail  shall  be  exempt 
from  militia  duties,  or  any  fine  or  penalty  for  ne- 
glect thereof. 

Sec.  28.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  letter- 
carriers  shall  be  employed  at  such  post  offices  as 
the  Postmaster  General  shall  direct  for  the  deli- 
very of  letters  in  the  places  respectively  where 
such  post  offices  are  established ;  and,  for  the  de- 
livery of  each  liUch  letter,  the  letter  carrier  may 
receive  of  the  person  to  whom  the  delivery  is 
rn^Ae  two  cente :  Provided,  That  no  letter  shall 
be  delivered  to  such  letter  carrier  for  distribution 
addressed  to  any  person  who  shall  hare  lodged  at 
the  post  office  a  written  request  that  his  letters 
shall  be  detained  in  the  office.  And,  for  every 
letter  lodged  at  any  post  office,  not  to  be  carried 
by  post,  but  to  be  delivered  to  the  place  where  it  is 
so  lodged,  the  Deputy  Postmaster  shall  receive  one 
cent  of  the  per.^on  to  whom  it  shall  be  delivered. 

S£o.  29.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this 
act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  first  day  of  June  nez^ 
.  Approved,  May  8, 1794. 


An  Act  providing  for  raising  and  (wgrnnisng  a  Caifi 
of  AitilleriBtB  and  Engineer*. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  number  of  stra 
hundred  and  sixty-four  non-commissionedcAcm. 
privates,  and  artificers,  to  serve  as  privatei 
musicians,  shall  be  engaged  for  the  term  d  ihnt 
years,  by  voluntary  enastments ;  and  that  tk 
proper  proportion  of  commissioned  officer*  ikU 
be  appomtu  to  command  the  same. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  fkriher  enacted,  That  the 
aforesaid  commissioned  and  non-commissioaedct 
ficers,  privates,  artificers,  and  musicians,  shill  W 
incorporated  with  the  corps  of  artHlery  now  io  ik 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  denomi&atedikt 
corpsof  artillerists  and  engineers,  and  that  theenoit 
number  of  the  said  corps,  exeiusively  of  the  «» 
missioned  officers,  shall  be  nine  hundred  andiuDt 
ty-two. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  or 
ganizatton  of  the  said  corps  be  as  herein  mo- 
tioned, to  wit :  One  Lieutenant  Colonel  ccanmiii- 
ant,  one  Adjutant,  one  Surgeon — four  balisiioR 
each  tocoosist  of  one  Maior,(»ae  Adjutantaull^ 
oiaster,and  1  Surgeon's  Mate;  and  four  eom|aBiii, 
each  to  consist  of  one  Captain,  two  I^enteMi*. 
two  Cadets,  with  the  pay,  clothing,  and  raiiowrf 
a  Sergeant,  four  sergeants',  four  corporals,  foriy-tw 
privates,  sappers,  and  miners,  and  ten  artificer!  i<- 
serve  as  privates,^  and  two  musicians. 

Sec.  4.  And  belt  fiirlher enacted,  Thattheidj 
ditionai  commissioned  officers,  non-comnuMOM 
officers,  privates,  artificers,  and  musicians,  by  iha 
act  directed  to  be  raised,  shall  receive  the  aw 
pay  and  allowances,  in  all  respet-ts,  as  the  troo^ 
already  in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  m 
they  shall  also  be  governed  by  the  same  rules  w 
articles  of  war,  which  have  been,  or  maj  be  Df 
law,  established. 

Sso.  5.  And  be  it  fitHher  enacted,  Thalii^ 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  pwn* 
at  the  public  expense,  under  ttuch  regnlaiioiB» 
shall  be  directed  by  the  President  of  the  Uum 
States,  the  necessary  books,  in8trum«i^u»*P' 
paratus,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  sato  eow 

S^cQ.  And  be  it  fMer  enacted,  That  the  Fr- 
sident  of  the  United  States  shall  cause  such  rn" 
portions  of  the  said  corps  to  serve  in  (he  fieli  « 
the  frontiers,  or  in  the  fortifications  of  iheja- 
coast,  as  he  shall  deem  consislent"with  the  poW 
service. 

Approred,  May  9, 1794. 

An  Act  rapplementfn  to  *■  An  act  to  provide  fit  ^ 
Defence  of  certain  Forts  and  Haibon  m  the  w" 
States." 

Be  U  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  port  and  bijj 
of  the  city  of  Annapolis. be  fortified  '"J't 
manner,  and  at  such  time  or  times,  as  the  Pn^ 
dent  of  the  United  States  may  direct; 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  UjuK' 
States  to  employ  a  garrison  in  the  said  fortiB* 
tion,  provide  cannon  and  equipments,  and  rec«« 
from  the  State  ofMaryland  a  cession  of  ihet«* 
on  which  the  wiid  fortification,  and  its  "^''^'J 
buildings,  may  be  erected,  agreeably  to  the  secoH 
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ind  third  seetiras  of  the  set  to  whkh  this  is  a 
mpplenwDL 
Approved,  May  »,  1794. 

Ln  Act  for  th«  Reminion  rfthe  Daties  <m  eleven  liogi> 
heads  of  Ct^be  which  have  been  destroyed  tiy  Are. 

Whereas,  eleven  hogsheads  of  coffee  were  im- 
OEted  in  the  brig  Jason,  from  Cape  Francois,  by 
wo  French  citizens  to  the  port  of  Norfolk  and 
Portsmouth  in  Noyember  last,  and  theduties  there- 
in sectued  to  be  pdd  by  Messrs.  Elliott  and  Pur- 
iance  of  the  ^me  port :  And  whereas,  the  said 
leren  hosfsheads  of  coffee  were  afterwards  on  ac- 
ouDt  of  (he  same  importers  shipped  to  the  port  of 
(altttnore,  and  there,  in  the  night  of  the  seventh 
ay  of  January  last,  destroyed  oy  fire. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  that  the  duties  paid  or  pay- 
ble  to  the  United  States  on  the  same  eleven  fao^- 
eadsof  coflTee  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  remit- 
ed  3  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Collector  of 
be  port  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  to  refund  the 
ame  duties,  if  they  have  been  received. 

Approred,  May  9, 1794. 


kn  Act  divecting  a  Detachment  firan  the  Mflitia  of  the 
United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
Jnited  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  o 
equire  of  the  Executives  of  the  several  States,  (o 
ake  effectual  measures,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  or- 
;anize,  arm,  and  equip,  according  to  law,  and  hold 
n  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning,  the 
ollowioe  proportions,  respectively,  of  eiehty  thou- 
and  effective  militia,  officers  included,  to  wit: 
i'rom  the  State  of  Georgia,  one  thousand  three 
lundred  and  thirty-three;  from  the  State  of  South 
!!arolina,  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  ; 
rom  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  seven  thousand 
hree  hundred  and  thirty-one;  from  the  State  of 
Centucky,  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
wo ;  from  the  State  of  Virginia,  eleven  thousand 
hree  hundred  and  seventy-seven ;  from  the  State 
•f  Maryland,  five  thousand  four  hundred  and 
ighteen ;  from  the  State  of  Delaware,  one  thon- 
and  two  hundred  and  fifty-aiz ;  from  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  ten  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ixty-eight ;  from  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  four 
bonsand  three  hundred  and  eighteen ;  from  the 
3tate  of  New  York,  seven  thousand  nine  hundred 
ind  seventy-<Hie ;  from  the  State  of  Vermont,  two 
housand  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine;  from  the 
3tate  of  Connecticot,  five  thousand  eis^ht  hundred 
ind  eighty  one ;  from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
>ne  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-seven ;  from 
he  State  of  Massachusetts,  eleven  thousand  eight 
itindred  and  eighty-five;  and  from  the  State  of 
^ew  Hampshire,  three  thousand  five  hundred  and 
brty-four. 

Sec.  s.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  de- 
achments  of  militia  aforesaid  shall  be  officered 
>at  of  the  present  militia  officers,  or  others,  at  the 
^tton  and  discretion  of  the  Constitutional  antho- 
ity  In  each  State  respectively. 

Sbo.  a  And  be  itjwiker  tnuuUA^  That  the 


President  may,  if  he  judges  expedient,  authorize 
the  Executives  of  the  several  States  to  accept  any 
independent  corps  of  cavalry,  artillery  or  infantry, 
as  part  of  the  detachments  aforesaid,  providel 
they  shall  voluntarily  engage  as  corps  in  Uie 
service. 

Sec.  4.  Aiid  be  it  Jiaiher  enacted,  Thatthe^aid 
militia  shaU  not  be  comp^ed  to  serve  a  loiuer 
time,  in  any  one  tour,  tiia'n  three  months  after 
their  arrival  at  the  |dace  of  rendezvous}  and  that, 
during  the  time  of  their  service,  besides  their  pay 
and  other  allowances,  which  shall  be  the  same  ai 
the  troops  on  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,  they  shall  receive  at  the  rate  of  one 
dollar  and  sixty-six  cents,  for  clothing,  per  month. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  call  on 
the  Executives  of  the  several  States,  to  take  the 
most  effectual  means,  that  the  whole  of  the  mili- 
tia, not  comprised  within  the  foregoing  reqttisition, 
be  armed  and  equipped  according  to  Taw. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  this  act 
shall  continue  and  be  in  force,  for  the  space  of  one 
year  from  the  passing  thereof,  and  from  thence  to 
the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  no 
lonser. 

Approved,  May  9, 1794. 

An  Act  to  erect  a  Light-house  on  the  Headland  of  Cape 
Hatterss;  and  a  Lig^ited  BeacMi  on  ShaU'Castle 
Island,  in  the  Harixw  ei  Oencock,  in  the  State  of 

North  Carolina. 

Be  it  enaded,  ^c,  Thai,  ab  soon  as  the  juris- 
diction of  so  much  of  the  neadland  of  Cape  Hat- 
teras,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  as  tne  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  shall  deem  sufficient 
and  most  proper  for  the  convenience  and  accom- 
modation of  a  light-house  shall  have  been  ceded 
to  the  United  States,  it  shell  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  provide,  hv  con- 
tract, which  shall  be  amiroved  byithe  Praiqentof 
the  United  States,  for  buildii^  alight-house  there- 
on, of  the  first  rate,  and  furnishing  the  same  with 
.all  necessary  qopfMies,  and  also  to  agree  for  -the 
mlaries  or  wages  of  the  person  or  persons  who 
may  be  appointed  by  the  President  for  the  super- 
intendence and  care  of  building  said  lightt-house; 
and  the  President  is  herebv  authorized  to  make 
said  appointments.  That  the  number  and  dispo* 
sition  of  the  lights  in  the  said  light-house  shall  be 
such,  as  may  tend  to  distinguish  it  from  others, 
and,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  prevent  mistakes  in 
navigators. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  Thai  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  provide, 
by  contract,  which  shall  be  approved  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  for  buildug  on  an 
Island  in  the  harbor  of  Ocracock,  called  Shell  Ca^ 
tie,  a  liffhted  b«u:on,  of  a  wooden  frame,  fifty-five 
feet  high,  to  be  twenty-two  feet  at  the  has^  uid  to 
be  reduced  gradually  to  twelve  feet  at  uie  top, 
exclusively  of  the  lantern,  which  shall  be  made  to 
contain  one  large  lamp  with  four  wicks,  and  for 
furnishing  the  same  with  all  necessary  supplies : 
Provided,  That  no  such  lighted  beacon  snail  be 
erected,  until  a  cession  oS  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
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land  on  the  said  Island  shall  be  made  to  the  United 
States  by  the  conseDi  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  suffi- 
cient mone^  be  appropriated  for  the  erecting  and 
completing  the  buildings  aforesaid,  out  of  any  mo- 
neys heretofore  appropriated  which  majr  remain 
Quexpended  after  satisjying  the  purposes  for  which 
the^  were  apiwopriated,  or  out  of  any  moneys 
which  may  1m  id  the  Treasury  not  subject  to  any 
prior  ai^ropriation. 

Approred,  May  13, 1794. 

An  Act  for  erecting  a  Light-house  on  the  Island  of  Se- 
guin,  in  the  District  of  Maine,  and  for  erecting  a 
Beacon,  and  pladng  three  Buoys  at  the  entrance  of 
Saint  Mary's  nwet,  in  the  State  of  Georgia* 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  provide,  by  con- 
tract, which  shall  be  approved  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  for  building  a  lighthouse  on 
the  Islaud  of  Seguin^ear  the  entrance  of  the  river 
B^ennebeck,  in  the  District  of  Maine,  (the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts  having  ceded  to  the 
United  States  ten  acres  of  the  said  Island  for  that 
purpose,)  and  to  furnish  the  same  with  all  neces- 
sary supplies;  and  also  to  agree  for  the  salaries  or 
wages  of  the  person  or  persons,  who  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President,  for  the  superintendence 
and  care  of  the  same ;  and  the  President  is  hereby 
authorized  to  make  the  said  appointments;  that 
the  number  or  disposition  of  thelight  or  lights  In 
the  said  light-house,  be  such  as  may  tend  to  dis- 
tinguish it  from  others,  as  far  as  is  practicable. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furiher  enacted,  That  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  five  tnousand  dollars,  be  appropri- 
ated for  the  sam^,  out  of  any  moneys  heretofore 
appropriated,  which  may  remun  unexpended,  af- 
ter satisfying  the  purooae  for  which  they  were 
appropriated,  or  out  or  any  other  moneys  which 
may  be  in  the  Treasury,  not  subject  to  any  prior 
appropriations. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enatied,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
cause  a  beacon  to  be  erected,  and  three  buoys  to 
be  placed,  at  the  entrance  of  St.  Mary's  river,  in 
the  State  of  Georgia,  and  that  a  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing three  hundreddollars,  be  appropriated  in  like 
manner  as  the  sum  for  defraying  the  expenses  for 
erecting  a  light-house  on  the  isund  of  Seguin,  is 
appropriated  by  this  act^  for  the  purpose  of  defray- 
ing the  charges  of  Meeting  and  placing  the  same. 

Approved,  May  19, 1794. 

An  Act  fluther  to  authoriie  the  a^amment  of  Cireoit 
Conrta. 

Be  it  enacted,  #c..  That  a  Circuit  Court  in  any 
district,  when  it  shall  happen  that  no  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  attends  within  four  days  after  the 
time  appointed  by  law  for  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  may  be  adjourned  to  the  next  stated 
terra  by  the  Judge  of  the  district  or,  in  case  of 
.  his  absence  also,  by  the  Marshal  of  the  district. 
Approved,  May  19, 1794. 
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portation  of  the  same. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  it  shall  not  be  UwM 
to  export  from  the  United  States  any  caanoa 
muskets,  pistols,  bayonets,  swords,  cutlasses,  mu' 
ket  balls,  lead,  bombs,  grenades,  gunpowder,  nl- 
phur,  or  saltpetre;  but  uie  exportation  of  all  liu 
aforesaid  articles  are  hereby  prohibited  for  vi 
during  the  term  of  one  year. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fiirther  enacted,  That  uj 
of  the  aforesaid  articles,  excepting  stuh  of  lltea 
as  may  constitute  a  part  of  the  equipment  tf 
any  vessel,  which,  during  the  continuance  of  tkit 
prohibition,  shall  be  found  on  board  ol  any  resxLii 
any  river, port,  bay,  or  harbor,  within  the  ternioiT 
of  the  United  States,  with  an  intent  to  be  export- 
ed from  the  United  States  to  any  foreign  cooncrj. 
shall  be  forfeited ;  and  in  ease  the  value  ibend' 
shall  amount  to  four  hundred  dollars,  the  fessd 
on  board  of  which  the  same  shall  be  seized,  lo- 
eelher  with  her  tackle.  appareL  and  furaiturt 
shall  also  be  forfeited:  Provided,  nevertJuim. 
That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  a 
prohibit  the  removal  or  transpKirtation  of  my  d 
the  articles  aforesaid  from  one  port  to  anotherpcn 
within  the  United  States,  in  any  vessel  h8vji>|i 
license  as  a  coasting  vessel,  the  master,  ajjent  ir 
owner  of  which  slull  have  given  bond,  with  dm 
or  more  sufficient  sureties,  to  the  CoUeeter  of  the 
District  from  which  such  vessel  is  about  to  depot 
in  a  sum  double  the  value  of  such  Vessel  and  of 
such  of  the  said  articles  as  may  be  laden  on  boiH 
herj  that  the  said  articles  shall  be  relanded  aid 
delivered  in  some  port  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  .indbeit  fuHher  enacted,  Tbitifaq 
of  the  articles  aforesaid  shall,  contrary  to  the  pro- 
hibitions of  this  act,  be  exported  to  an?  fotelgi 
country,  the  vessel  in  which  the  same  snail  ban 
been  exported,  together  with  her  tackle,  appu4 
and  furniture,  shiul  be  liable  to  forfeiture,  aod  tk 
captain  or  master  of  such  vessel  shall  forfeit  isi 
pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dolbtn- 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  Thaiiislajl 
be  the  duty  of  the  custom-house  officers,aDdofiIi 
persons  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  rereut 
to  auend  to  the  execution  of  this  law ;  and  all  fiV' 
feitures  and  penalties  incurred  under  it  tm  f 
sued  for,  prosecuted,  adjudged,  and  distribute,  ■ 
tike  manner  as  is^rovided  in  tne  act,  entided  *« 
act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  coUeeW 
of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods,  w^*' 
merchandise  imported  into  the  United  Sotesi**' 
m  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vesads." 

S80.5.  AndbeUfvrihBr enacted,  ThaiaUi«» 
cannon,  muskets,  and  firelocks,  with  bafood) 
suited  to  the  sane,  pistols,  swords,  cutlasses, 
ket  balls,  lead,  and  gunpowder,  which  shiU  f 
imported  into  the  United  States  from  any  f«e>^ 
country,  within  the  term  of  tme  year,  and  all  * 
pbur  and  saltpetre  which  shall  be  so  i>^f"^ 
within  the  term  of  two  years  from  and  aiWf  * 
passing  of  this  act,  shall  be  free  of  dai)*,  "yjj 
ID  any  former  law  to  the  contrary  notwitw"**** 
Approved,  May  22, 1794. 
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An  set  to  «tter  the  time  for  the  next  annual  meeting  of 

CongreBM. 

Be  it  enacted  ^c,  That,  after  the  adjourament 
af  the  present  seutOD,  the  aoDual  meettDeof  Oon- 
i;res8  shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  in  November 
next. 

Approved,  May  30, 17M. 

%a  act  to  omtinue  in  force  the  act  fiw  the  rdief  of  per- 
anu  impriaoned  fbr  debt. 

Beitauu^d,^.,  That  the  act  entitled,  "An 
tet  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt," 
»  continued,  and  that  the  same  be  in  force  for 
;he  term  of  two  years  from  the  passing  of  this  act, 
ittd  from  thence  to  the  end  of  ute  next  session  of 
ITouf^ress,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  May  30,  1794. 

in  Act  fbrther  extendmg  the  time  for  receiTing  on 
Loan  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  0nited  States. 
U  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  term  for  receiving 
in  Loan  that  part  of  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the 
Jnited  States  wnich  shall  not  have  been  subscribed 
n  pursuance  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  ex< 
ending  the  time  for  receiving  on  Loan  that  part 
)f  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  States  which 
nay  not  be  subscribed  prior  to  the  first  day  of 
tfarch,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
hrec,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  further  extended 
rom  and  after  the  last  day  of  Jane  ensuing,  until . 
he  last  day  of  December  next,  inclusively,  on  the 
ame  terms  and  conditions  as  are  contained  in  the 
ict,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for  the 
Debt  of  the  United  States:"  Prmided^  That  the 
woks  for  recetvinethe  said  subscriptions  shall  be 
ipened  only  at  ihe  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  Jurther  enacted^  That  such  of 
he  creditors  of  the  United  States  as  have  not 
abscribed  and  shall  not  subscribe  to  the  said  Loan, 
hall  nevertheless  receive,  during  the  year  one  thou- 
and  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  a  rate  per 
:eDtum  on  the  amount  of  such  of  their  demands, 
«  have  been  registered  or  as  shall  be  registered 
!t  the  Treasury,  conformablv  to  the  directions  in 
he  act,  entitled  '*  An  act  mating  provision  for  the 
)ebt  of  the  United  States,''  equal  to  the  interest 
vfaich  would  be  payable  to  them  as  subscribing 
vediiors. 

Approved,  May  30, 1794. 

Act  making  proviiion  fat  the  payment  of  the  inte- 
rest on  dw  balanoea  doe  to  certain  States*  upon  a 
final  settlement  of  the  accounts  between  the  IJnit^ 
States  and  the  indhddual  Sutes." 

Be  U  enacted,  fc.,  That  interait  upon  the  bal- 
iDces  reported  to  be  due  to  certain  States,  by  the 
Commissioners  for  settling  accounts  between  the 
United  States  and  individual  States,  be  allowed, 
rom  the  last  day  of  December,  oae  thousand 
>even  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  andto  be  computed 
0  the  last  day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven 
lundred  and  ninety-four,  at  the  rate  of  four  per 
lentum  per  annum ;  and  that  the  amount  of  such 
nterest  oe  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  State  to 
vhich  the  same  shall  be  found  due,  upon  the  books 
3d  Cow.— 47 


of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  shall 
bear  an  interest  of  three  per  centum  per  annum, 
from  and  after  the  said  last  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  nmety-four. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted,  That  th^ 
interest  on  the  said  balances,  reported  by  the 
said  Commissioners  as  aforesaid,  which  shall  be' 
funded,  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  provide  more  efiectually  for  the  settle 
ment  of  the  accounts  between  the  United  States 
and  the  individual  States,"  together  with  the  in- 
terest on  the  amount  placed  to  the  credit  of  any 
such  State,  for  arrearages  of  interest  on  such  bal- 
ances, agreeably  to  the  terms  of  this  act,  be  paid 
quarter-yearly,  after  the  said  last  day  of  December, 
one  thousana  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four; 
that  is  to  say :  one-fourth  part  thereof  on  the  last 
days  of  March,  June,  September,  and  December, 
respectively,  'in  each  year,  at  the  offices  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Loans,  within  such  States  as 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  same;  the  first 
payment  to  be  made  on  the  last  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety  five :  And  for 
the  payment  of  the  said  interest,  so  much  of  the 
duties  arising,  yearly,  on  iinports  and  tonnage, 
from  and  after  the  last  day  of  December,  one  thou- 
sand  seven  hundred  ana  ninety-four,  as  may  be 
necessary,  and  not  heretofore  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  pledged  and  ap- 
propriated ;  and  that  the  faith  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  pledged  to  provide  fca 
any  deficiency  that  may  happen  by  such  additional 
and  permanent  funds  as  may  be  necessary  therefor. 

Approved.  May  31, 1794. 

An  act  to  antfiorize  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States 
'    to  hy,  regtilate,  and  revoke  Embargoes.  " 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and 
empowered,  whenever  in  his  opinion  the  publib 
safety  shall  so  require,  to  lay  an  embargo  on  all 
ships  and  vesseb  in  the  ports  of  the  Unitra  States, 
or  upon  the  ships  and  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
or  the  ships  and  vessels  of  any  foreigo  natioii, 
under  such  regulations  as  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  may  require,  and  to  continue  or  revoke  the 
same,  whenever  he  shall  think  proper;  atad  the 
President  is  hereby  fully  authorized  to  give  all 
such  orders  to  the  officers  of  the  United  States  As 
may  be  necessary  to  carry  th$  same  into  ftill 
effect :  Pnrvided,  The  authority  aforesaid  shidl 
not  be  exercised  while  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Slates  shall  be  in  session.  And  any  embargo  which 
may  be  laid  by  the  President  as  aforesaid,  shaQ 
cease  and  determine  in  fifteen  aays  from  the  actual 
meeting  of  Coneress  next  after  laying  the  same. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act 
shall  continue  and  be  in  force  until  fifteen  days 
after  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  d 
Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Approved  June  4, 1794. 

An  Act  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  second  instal- 
meat  doe  on  a  Loan  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Stales. 

Be  it  enactedt  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
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United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and 
empowered  to  apply  two  hundred  thousand  dollars 
of  tne  proceeds  of  foreiga  Loans,  heretofore  trans- 
ferred to  the  United  States,  in  payment  of  the 
second  instalment  due  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  upon  a  Loan  of  the  said  J^nk,  made  pur- 
suant to  the  eleventh  sectitm  of  the  act  for  incor- 

S rating  the  subscribers  to  the  said  Bank;  and 
at  the  annual  period  for  the  payment  of  each 
instalment  of  the  said  Loan  shall  be  deemed  to  be 
the  last  day  of  December  in  each  year. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jwrther  enacted.  That  a  suffi- 
cient sum  of  the  dividends  which  hare  accrued, 
orwhich  shall  hereafter  accruejOn  the  stock  owned 
by  the  United  States,  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated 
to  the  payment  of  the  interest  which  has  or  shall 
become  due  on  the  Loans  obtained  as  aforesaid. 
Approved,  June  4, 1794. 

An  Act  for  extending  the  benefit  of  a  Drawback  and 
terms     Credit,  in  certain  eases,  and  fbr  othra  pnt- 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  in  all  cases  where  the 
term  allowed  by  law  for  the  exportation  of  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  with  the  benefit  of  a  draw- 
back of  the  duties  thereupon,  shall  have  expired 
after  the  last  day  of  January  last  past,  and  previous 
to  the  last  day  of  July  next,  there  shall  be  allowed 
further  time  for  the  exportation,  with  the  benefit 
aforesaid,  until  the  said  last  day  of  July  next. 

Sec.  2.  A3id  be  it  Jwrther  enacted,  That  on  all 
bonds  which  majr  have  been  given  for  duties  on 
coffee,  sngar,  and  indigo,  imported  into  the  United 
States,  and  which  shall  be  unpaid  at  the  passing 
of  this  act  all  that  time  from  the  last  day  of  Janu- 
ary last  past  to  the  last  day  of  May  instant,  shall 
be  consiaered  as  no  part  of  the  time  allowed  by 
law  for  the  payment  of  the  said  duties,  but  the  im- 
porter shall  enjoy  the  same  term  of  credit  as  if 
the  said  period  had  not  intervened:  Prmiided, 
That  in  every  case  where  the  extension  of  credit  is 
claimed  and  granted  under  this  act,  new  act  bonds 
shall  be  given  for  the  duties  on  which  such  credit 
b  extended,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  tne  collector  of  the  district 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  JurtheremcUd,  That  in  cases 
where  the  certificates  and  evidence  now  required 
by  law  for  authorizing  the  payment  of  any  draw- 
back or  allowance  on  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, exported  since  the  first  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  or  which 
may  be  hereaAer  exported,  are  not  and  cannot  be 
obtained,  the  exporter  or  exporters  of  such  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  nevertheless  be  per- 
mitted to  offer  such  other  proof  as  to  the  delivery 
thereof,  without  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  as 
he  or  they  may  have,  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  who  shall,  if  the  same  proof  shall  be 
satisiactory  to  him,  direct  the  payment  of  the 
drawback  or  allowance:  Provided^  always.  That 
in  no  case  shall  a  drawback  be  hereafter  paid  on 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  until  the  duties 
on  the  importation  thereof  shall  have  been  first 
received. 

Approved,  June  4^  1794. 


An  A<A  laying  dutieB  upon  CairisgesfcrtbecoaicjnH 
of  persons. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  there  shall  be  Icriei 
collected,  and  paid,  upon  all  carriages  for  thec» 
reyance  X)f  pekons,  which  shall  be  kept  bj  n  (bi 
any  person,  for  his  or  her  own  use,  or  to  be  let  m 
to  hire,  or  for  the  conveying  of  passengers,  (be 
several  duties  and  rates  following,  to  wit:  Fotud 
upon  every  coach,  the  yearly  sum  often  doUan;  fa 
and  upon  every  chariot,  tne  yearly  sum  f£ 
dollars ;  for  and  upon  every  pheton  and  coacbet 
six  dollars ;  for  and  upon  every  other  fotir-whd. 
and  every  two-wheel  top-carriage,  two  doUao; 
and  upon  every  other  two-wheel  carriage,  cat 
dollar :  Provided,  ahoaya.  That  nothing  bena 
contained  shall  be  construed  tochai^wiuitdis; 
any  carriage  usually  and  chiefly  employed  in  his- 
bandry,  <v  for  the  tiansportii^  or  carrying  ijf 
goods,  wares,  merchandise,  produce,  or  commoJi- 
ties. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  jurth^  enacted,  Thaiibedt 
ties  aforesaid  shall  be  levied,  coUecied,  recayel 
and  accounted  for,  by  and  under  the  immediaii 
direction  of  the  supervisors  and  inspectors  of  tlit 
revenue,  and  other  officers  of  inspection.  sDbjKi 
to  the  superintendence,  control,  and  directim  i 
the  Department  of  the  Treasury,  according  (o 
authorities  and  duties  of  the  respective  (tfieoi 
thereof. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted,  That  ctoj 
person  having  or  keeping  a  carriage  or  carrii^ 
which,  by  this  act,  is  or  are  made  subject  to  ik 
payment  of  duty,  shall,  within  the  month  of  Scf 
tember,  in  each  year,  make  entry  of  the  ant 
with  the  officer  of  inspection  of  the  distriei,a 
which  he  or  she  shall  reside,  and  the  wf 
thereon ;  and  such  entry  shall  be  in  writing 
scribed  by  the  owner  of  such  carriage  or  carri^K 
and  shall  describe  each  by  its  proper  denomlM- 
tion  and  number  of  wheels.  And,  for  the  I*"?"' 
of  receiving  such  entry  and  payment,  i|  sbauK 
the  duly  of  the  supervisor  of  the  district,  or  o 
some  officer  of  inspection,  to  attend,  vrilhiDtkt 
month  of  September,  in  each  year,  at  one  of  w 
most  public  and  convenient  plaoea  in  each  codb^ 
within  their  respective  districts,  and  to  giteM 
lie  notice,  at  least  one  month  previous  to 
day,  of^  the  time  and  place  of  such  aitenduet 
And  if  any  person,  having  or  keeping  a  carriut 
or  carriages,  charged  with  a  duty  or  ^''•'*JJ 
this  actj  shall  neglect  or  omit  to  briD{[.  or 
and  deliver,  such  list  thereof,  at  or  within  uj 
monthly  period  aforesaid,  in  manner  above  mO' 
tioned,  or  to  pay  the  duty  or  duties  (h^nii* 
payable,  he  or  she  shall,  for  every  such  Wy*^ 
omission,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  equal  to  the  ooiT 
or  duties  payaUe  upon  the  said  carriage  of'*'' 
riages,  in  addition  to  the  said  duty  or  duties- 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  JuHher  enacted.  Thai  if  "J 
person  having  or  keeping  a  carriage  or  cw"*!^ 
chargeable  with  any  duty  by  thi.s  act, shall  pKj 
to  the  mode  of  payment  herein  before  air«» 
that  of  paying  the  amount  of  the  duties  by  m  ■ 
her  payable,  upon  demand  of  him  or  her  mifle* 
his  or  her  usual  place  of  Ikabitetion,  it  twU  w  » 
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lis  or  her  option  to  make  payment  in  manner  last 
nentioned,  upon  the  condition  following,  that  is 

0  say :  that  He  or  she,  tf  having  or  keeping  a  car- 
iage  or  carriages,  so  liable  to  duty,  on  the  first 
lay  of  September  next,  shall,  within  the  said 
Qonth  of  September,  or,  if  beginning  to  have  or 
:eep  such  carriage  or  carriages,  at  any  time  after 
he  said  first  day  of  September,  snail,  within 
birty  days  aAer  he  or  she  shall  so  be^n  to  hare 
■r  keep  such  carriage  or  carriages,  give  notice 
hereof  in  writing,  at  the  office  ofinspection  near- 

to  his  or  her  said  place  of  habitation,  by  trans- 
nitting  a  list  thereof,  of  the  like  kind  and  descrip- 
ion  with  that  directed  and  described  in  the  Uiird 
eetion  of  tjiis  act,  and  expressing  thereupon,  that 
le  or.she  doth  elect  to  pay  the  yearly  duty  or  du- 
ies  payable  upon  the  carriage  or  carriages  therein 
nentioned,  upon  demand  of  him  or  her,  at  his  or 
ler  said  place  of  habitation,  and  upon  this  further 
ondilion,  that  he  or  .she  shall  pay,  upon  such  de- 
land,  in  addition  to  the  said  duty  or  duties,  acom- 
lission  of  one  per  centum  upon  the  amount 
liereof,  tor  the  benefit  of  the  officer  or  person  by 
rhon;  the  said  demand  shall  have  been  made. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  furt?ier  enacted,  That  every 
>erson  who  shall  make  such  election,  as  aforesaid, 
hall  pay,  or  canse  to  be  paid  yearly,  and  every 
'ear  auer  the  month  of  September,  upon  the  call- 
Dg  for  that  purpose,  at  his  or  her  said  place  of 
lahitation,  of  any  officer  of  inspection,  or  person 
heretuito  authorized,  the  amount  of  duty  or  duties 
yy  him  or  her  payable,  upon  the  carriage  or  car- 
lages,  wi.;;.oof  ne  or  she  siiall  Iiavo  transmitted 

1  list,  as  aforesaid,  so  long  as  he  or  she  shall  con- 
inue  to  have  or  Keep  the  same,  and  until  he  or 
he  shall  give  notice  in  writing,  at  the  office  of 
nspection,  to  which  the  said  list  shall  have  been 
ransmitted,  that  he  or  she  bath  sold,  or  otherwise 
issigned,  or  alienated,  any  carriage  or  carriages 
herein  mentioned  :  in  default  of  which  payment, 
be  duty  or  duties,  and  commi^iun  thereupon,  in 
espect  to  which  any  such  default  shall  be  made, 
liul  and  may  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in  any 
i^ourt  of  the  United  States,  or  of  either  of  them, 
ir  shall  and  may  be  levied,  twcther  with  reason- 
able charges,  by  distress  and  »ale  of  the  goods  and 
:hattles  of  tne  person  making  such  default. 

Sec  6.  Artdbe  it  Jurther  eruuUed,  That  if  any 
Krson,  by  whom  such  election  as  aforesaid  shaU 
lave  been  made,  shall  omit  to  notify,  in  manner 
lerein  before  directed,  any  Carriage  or  carriages 
iable  to  duty,  by  this  act,  which  he  or  she  shall, 
It  any  time,  have  or  keep,  he  or  she  shall,  in  re- 
ipect  to  such  carriage  or  carriages,  stand  and  be 
n  the  same  predicament  as  persons  by  whom  uo 
mch  election  shall  have  been  made,  and  shall  in- 
:ur  the  like  penalties  and  forfeitures,  as  such  per- 
ions  are  by  tb  is  act  made  liable  to,  for  neglecting  or 
omitting  to  bring,  or  send  and  deliver,  true  and 
aact  lists  of  the  carriages  by  them  respectively 
bad  or  kept,  and  paying  the  duties  thereupon  in 
naaoner  herein  directed. 

Sec  7.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  Jurther 
^actedf  That  it  shall  be,  at  any  time,  lawful  for 
iny  such  per.'On,  who  shall  have  made  any  such 
^lectioD,  as  aforesaid,  by  notice  in  writing  under 


his  or  her  hand,  sent  to  and  delivered  at  the  same 
office  of  inspection,  where  the  notice  of  such  elec- 
tion shall  have  been  given,  to  revoke  the  said 
election ;  after  which  revocation,  he  or  she  sh^ 
stand,  and  be,  as  to  all  matters  and  things  directed 
and  prescribed  by  this  act,  in  the  same  situation 
as  if  no  such  election  had  been  made. 

Sec  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  su- 
pervisors of  the  revenue  shall  have  power,  from 
time  to  time,  to  examine  upon  oath  or  affirmation 
any  officers  or  penons  employed  imder  them  in 
the  colleetion  and  receipts  of  the  duties  aforesaid. 

Sec  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
person  shall  mlfully  swear  or  affirm  falsely,  touch- 
ing any  matter  herein  before  required  to  be  veri* 
fied  by  oath  or  affirmation,  he  or  she  shall  suffer 
the  pains  and  penalties  wnich  by  law  are  pre- 
scritwd  for  wilful  and  corrupt  penury;  end,  if  an 
officer,  shall  forfeit  his  office,  ana  be  incapaUe  of. 
afterwards  holding  any  office  under  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  which  shall  be  in- 
curred pursuant  to  this  act,  shall  be  divided  and 
distributed,  one-half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  other  half  thereof  to  the 
use  of  the  person,  who,  if  an  i^cer  of  inspectioi^ 
shall  first  discover,  if  not  an  officer  of  inspection, 
shall  first  give  information  of  the  cause,  matter, 
or  thing,  whereby  any  of  the  said  penalties  or  for- 
feitures shall  have  been  incurred,  and  as  well  the 
duties  hereby  laid,  as  the  said  fines,  penalties,  and 
forfeiturL's,  all  or  any  of  them,  shall  and  may  be 
sued  for,  and  recovered,  in  any  Court  of  the  United 
Sutes,  or  b^ifjre  any  magistrate,  or  State  Court, 
having  competent  jurisdiction. 

Sec  11.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  for  and  during 
the  term  of  two  years,  and  from  thence  (o  the 
end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  June  5, 1794. 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  Preudent  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  recesB  of  the  preMut  Congresa,  to  oaoM 
to  be  pnrduwed  or  built  a  number  of  vesMls,  to  be 
equipped  as  galleys,  or  otherwise,  in  the  aervice  o( 
the  United  Ststos. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  aod  he  is  hereby,  authorized, 
during  the  recess  of  the  present  Congress,  if  the 
same  shall  appear  to  him  necessary  for  toe  pro- 
tection of  the  United  States,  to  cause  a  number  of 
vessels  not  exceeding  ten,  to  be  built  or  purchased, 
and  to  be  fitted  out,  manned,  armed,  anu  equipped, 
as  galleys,  or  otherwise,  in  the  service  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  the  officers  and  men  to  be  on  the  same 
pay  and  to  receive  the  same  subsistence  as  officers 
of  the  same  rank  and  men  are  'entitled  to  in  the 
Navy      the  United  States. 

Sec.2,  And  be  it  further  enaOed,  That  the  said 
officers  shall  be  appointed  and  commissioned  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  said 
galleys  or  vessels  be  stationed  in  such  parts  of  the 
United  States  as  he  may  direct. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 


Digitized  by 


« 


1455 


I4&6 


Aeta  of  Omgrem. 


be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  the  sum 
of  eighty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  onjr  reTenues  of  the  United  States 
which  now  are,  or  hereafter,  during  the  present 
session,  shall  be  proTided,  not  being  otherwise  ap- 
propriated. And  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  authorized  to  take  on  loan  of  the  Bank 
.  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  other  body  poHtic 
or  corporate,  person  or  persons,  the  said  sum  of 
eighty  tbouttand  dollars,  to  be  reimbursed,  princi- 
pal and  interest,  out  of  the  said  proceeds,  appro- 
priated, as  aforesaid,  according  to  such  contract  or 
contracts  which  slull  be  made  concerning  the 
same. 

Af^troved,  Jane  5, 1794. 

An  Act  anthorising  a  settlement  of  certain  expenees  of 
the  Commiosionerf  of  Louu. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  Tbat  the  Commissioners  of 
Loans  in  the  several  States  shall  be  allowed,  in 
the  settlement  of  their  accounts,  sach  sums  as 
shall  appear  to  have  been  necessarily  expended  by 
them  in  the  purchase  of  stationery  for  the  use  of 
their  several  offices,  and  aUo  for  the  hire  of  clerk£ 
to  assist  in  executing  the  duties  of  their  respective 
offices,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  until 
the  last  day  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  nmety-four,  inclusively. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  JuHher  enacted^  That  a  suffi- 
cient sum  of  the  proceeds  of  the  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,  not  exceeding  the  sum  ot  fifteen 
thousand  dollars,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  ap- 
propriated, to  the  payment  of  such  of  the  expenses 
before  mentioned  as  shall  accme  during  the  pre- 
sent year  and  be  allowed  on  settlement  at  the 
Treasury. 

Approved,  Jane  5, 1794. 


An  Act  laying  duties  on  liceoaes  for  selling  wines  and 
foreign  distilled  Bpirituous  Uquon  by  retail. 

Be  it  auteted,  ^c,  That  every  person  who  shall 
deal  in  the  selling  of  wines,  to  be  carried  or  sent 
out  the  house,  building,  or  place  of  his  or  her 
dwelling,  in  a  less  quantity,  or  m  lessqaaatities,  at 
one  time,  than  thirty  gallons,  except  in  the  original 
cask,  case,  box,  or  pacaage,  wherem  the  same  shall 
have  been  imported,  shall  be  deemed  to  be,  and 
hereby  is  declared  to  be,  a  retail  dealer  in  wines, 
within  the  meaning  of  this  act ;  and  that  every 

Serson,  who  shall  deal  in  the  sellmg  of  any  foreign 
istilled  spirituous  liquors,  to  be  carried  or  sent  out 
of  the  house,  building,  or  place  of  his  or  her  dwell- 
ing, ID  less  quantities  than  twenty  ^llons,  at  oae 
time,  shall  be  deemed  to  be,  and  hereby  is  declared 
to  be  a  retail  dealer  in  foreign  distilled  spirituous 
liquors:  Provided  aiwaye,  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  persons, 
who,  as  keepers  of  taverns,  inns,  or  houses  of  en- 
tertainment, duly  licensed  or  authorized  under  any 
law  of  a  State,  shall  vend  or  sell  really  and  truly 


ment,  wiae^  or  distilled  spirituous  liqaon,  a 
whatsoever  quantity,  nor  to  physiciaosj  apotheo- 
ries,  surareons,  or  chemists,  as  to  any  wines  oi  spi- 
rituous liquors,  which  th^  may  use  in  the  piepi- 
ration  or  making  up  of  medicines,  for  sick,  laiDt 
or  diseased  persons  only. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  eren 
person,  who,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  Septembe 
next,  snail  be  a  retail  dealer  in  wines,  or  foreigi 
distilled  spirituous  liquors,  as  above  described  uti 
defined,  both,  or  either  of  them,  shall,  before  :k 
said  day,  andevery  person, who, after  the  saiddii 
shall  become  or  intend  to  become  soeh  nxd 
dealer  in  wines  or  foreign  distilled  spirilaooili- 
qnor&  both  or  either  of  them  shall,  before  he  v 
sne  shall  begin  to  vend  or  sell  by  retail,  any  wik 
or  wines,  i  r  foreign  distilled  spirituous  liqoors.ij' 
ply  for  and  obtain,  in  manner  hereinafter  direcM 
a  license  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  retalliK 
wines  or  foreign  distilled  spirituous  liquors,  as  ^. 
case  may  be,  tnat  is  to'  sajr ;  one  license  for  carry- 
ing on  the  businessof  retailing  wines,  and  anotho 
license  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  retaiitu 
foreign  distilled  spirituous  liquors ;  which  licowi 
respectively,  shall  be  granted  for  the  term  of  cw 
year  upon  the  payment  of  five  dollars  for  aci 
license ;  and  shall  be  renewed,  yearly,  upon  tk 
payment  of  the  like  sum  of  five  dollars  fa  eid 
license.  And  if  any  person  shall,  after  the  nti 
day^  deal  in  selling  of  wines  or  forragn  distilted 
spirituous  liquors,  by  retail,  as  above  dfscriW 
and  defined,  without  having  a  license  therefore 
aforesaid,  continuing  in  force,  such  person  siuB 
forfeit  and  pay  the  stim  of  fifty  dollars,  to  be  re- 
covered with  costs  of  suit.  And  no  such  liceoK 
shall  be  sufficient  for  tiie  selling  of  wines  or  w 
eign  distilled  spirituous  liquors,  by  reUil  at  ma 
than  one  place ;  but  any  person,  who  by  color  « 
such  license  shall  sell  any  wines  ot  foreign  an- 
tilled  spirituous  liquors,  at  more  than  one  pUa 
shall  be  deemed  to  be,  in  respect  to  such  of  im 
said  articles,  as  he  or  she  shall  so  sell,  at  morf 
than  one  place,  a  retail  dealer  therein  wiibt* 
license,  and  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  like  wm  « 
fifty  dollars,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  of  saiU 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fyrther  enacted^  Thsi  it  siuB 
be  the  duty  of  the  Supervisors  of  the  BeTenaf. 
within  their  respective  districts,  to  grant  licewo 
for  carrying  on  the  said  busine^es,  respManlf- 
of  retailing  wines  and  foreun  distilled  spiritw* 
liquors  which  licenses  shall  be  marked  or  son* 
ea  with  a  mark  or  stamp,  denoting  the  sum  of  * 
duty  thereupon ;  and  shall  be  signed  by  the  8Dp(^ 
visor  of  the  Revenue,  who  shaltissue  the  same. « 
cause  the  same  to  be  issued,  and  shall  be 
to  an^  person,  who  shall  desire  the  same  "P"")'^  ' 
plication  made  at  any  office  of  inspection,  for 'Un  , 
purpose,  in  writing,  specifying  the  name  of  tw 
person  for  whom  a  license  is  requested,      .  [ 
place  or  premises  where  the  business,  for  wtij» 
the  same  is  requested  to  be  carried 
upon  payment  or  tender  to  the  officer  "°**r 
the  sum  or  duty  payable  by  Ibis  act,  upon ««» 
license  requested.   And  to  the  end  rfiai 
sons  carrying  oo  or  intending  to  carry  oDj  boun 
either  of  the  said  btuiiiessea^  may  obttu 
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ease  and  despatch  the  licenses,  whereof  they  shall 
respeciirely  stand  in  need,  it  u  hereby  made  the 
juty  of  the  respective  SuperviMrs  to  prepare  ud- 
rurnish  to  the  several  Officers  of  Inspection  acting 
iioder  them,  licenses  signed  by  them  with  the  pro- 
per marlcs  and  stamps  m  competent  namber,  and 
fvith  blanks  for  the  names  of  the  persons  for 
nrhom  they  shall  be  requested,  and  the  places  or 
iremises  respectively  where  tne  bnsiness  or  busi- 
nesses for  which  they  are  requested,  is  or  are  to  be 
»rried  on.  And  the  Officer  Inspection  to  whom 
wch  application  and  payment,  or  tender  as  afore- 
laid,  shall  be  made,  shall  forthwith  issue  the  license 
nr  licenses  requested,  having  first  filled  the  blanks 
iherein,  and  coontersigned  the  same:  Provided 
Uteayt,  That  no  license  shall  be  ^ntedto  any 
Krson  to  sell  wines  or  fotofpx  disuUed  apiritaoas 
iquors,  who  is  prohibited  to  sell  the  salne  by  the 
aws  of  any  State. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it fiaiher  enacted,  That  the  du- 
ies  aforesaid,  shall  be  received,  collected,  accomit- 
d  for,  and  paid  under  and  snbject  to  the  superin- 
endence,  control,  and  direction  of  the  Department 
if  the  Treasury,  accordiiu;  to  the  anthorities  and 
luties  of  the  respective  officers  thereof. 

Seo.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  all  fines, 
teualties,  and  forfeitures,  which  shall  be  incurred 
>y  force  of  this  act,  shall  and  may  be  sued  for  and 
ecovered,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  or  ef 
le  Snpenrisor  of  the  Revenue,  within  whose  dis- 
tiet  any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture  shall 
lave  been  incurred,  by  bUl,  plaint,  or  information, 
me  moiety  thereof  to  the  nae  of  the  United  States, 
ud  the  other  moiety  thereof,  to  the  use  of  the 
terson,  who,  if  an  Officer  of  Inspection,  shall  first 
liscover,  if  other  than  an  Officer  of  Inspection, 
hall  first  inform  of  the  cause,  matter,  or  thing, 
vhereby  any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture  shall 
lave  been  incQrred,and  where  the  caiue  of  action 
If  complaint  shall  arise  or  accrue  more  than  fifty 
ailes  distant  from  the  nearest  pbce  by  law  esta- 
lUshed  for  the  holding  of  a  District  Court  within 
he  district  in  which  the  same  shall  arise  or  ac- 
irue,  such  suit  and  recovery  may  be  bad  before 
ay  Court  of  the  State  holden  within  the  said  dis- 
rict  having  jurisdiction  in  Ifte  cases. 

Sbo.  6.  And  be  itfarAer  enacted.  That  it  shall 
«  lawitil  for  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
ind  be  is  hereby  empowered,  to  make  sneh  allow- 
jices  for  compensation  to  the  Officers  of  Inspec- 
ion  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  duties  afore- 
aid,  and  for  incidental  expenses,  as  he  stmll  ju^e 
easonable,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole,  two  ana  a 
lalf  per  centum  of  the  total  amount  of  Ae  said 
luties  collected. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act 
hall  continue  and  he  in  force  for  the  term  of  two 
'ears,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  then  next 
essioD  of  Congress  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  June  6, 17M. 


in  Act  making  further  providon  for  securing  and 
collecting  the  duties  on  foreign  and  domeatic  distill- 
ed sfnrttfl,  stills,  wines,  and  teas. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  in  order  to  facilitate 


aad  secure  the  eirflectiott  of  the  revekiue  on  dis- 
tilled spirits,  and  stills,  in  such  States  as  liave 
been,  or  hereafter  may  be,  erected,  and  in  the 
Territories  Northwest  and  Sooth  of  the  river 
Ohio,  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered  to 
form  and  erect  such  new  districts  and  surveys, 
and  to  make  such  alterations  in,  and  additions  to, 
the  several  districts,  aad  in  and  to  the  several  sur* 
veys  thereof,  as,  from  time  to  time,  shall  appear, 
in  his  judffinent,  expedient  and  necessary ;  and 
that  it  shul  also^  be  lavrful  for  the  President,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to 
appoint  such  and  so  many  snpervisors,  ins|ieebn8 
of  surveys,  and  inspectors  of  ports,  therein  anl 
therefor,  as  may  be  found  necessary,  and  to  as- 
sign to  them  compensations  proportionate  to  those 
heretofore,  or  which  may  hereafter  be,  allowed  to 
the  officers  of  the  revenue :  Provided,  That  if 
the  appointmrat  of  such  supervisors  and  inspect- 
ors cannot  be  made  during  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  the  President  may,  and  he  is  hereby 
empowered  to,  make  such  appointments,  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  by  granttitg  commissions, 
which  will  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  sesaioa. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  JwrHier  enacted.  That  aU  iijri- 
rrts  which  shall  be  distilled  in  the  United  States, 
in  stills  which  shall  not  have  been  preFvioosly  en^ 
tared  at  some  office  of  inspection,  shall  be  babln, 
together  with  the  stilla  or  other  vessels  used  In 
the  distillation  thereof,  to  wiztfre  and'  forfeiture. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  no 
drawback  of  the  dnty  on  distilled  spirits,  wUch 
shall  be  exported  after  the  first  day  of  July  next, 
shall  be  allowed  upon  any  quantity  less  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  gallons.  - 

Sbo.  4.  And  be  it  Jkrlher  enacted.  That  it 
shall  he  lawful  to  import  into  the  United  States, 
in  the  same  ship  or  vessel  in  which  they  were 
exported,  any  spirits  distilled  theredn.  which  shall 
have  bcfin  previously  exported  therefrom,  on  pay- 
ment of  the  duties  on  spirits  of  equal  proof,  dis- 
tilled in  the  United  Statett,  and  of  a  sum  equiva- 
lent to  the  duties'  established  by  law  upon  the  raw 
materials,  from  whence  they  shall  have  hem  dis- 
tilled ;  and  all  sncfa  importatftms  tbaU  be  made, 
under  the  same  regulations,  and  in  such  manner 
as  is  directed  bv  law,  in  regard  to  the  importation 
of  foreign  distifted  spirits. 

Sfeo.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  ot  July  next,  on  the  sale  of 
any  emptied  cask,  vessel,  or  packi^  which  has 
been,  or  shall  be,  lawfully  marked,  as  containing 
foreign  or  domestic  distilled  spirits,  wines,  or  teas, 
and  prior  to  the  removal  thereof,  and  to  the  de- 
livery of  the  same  to  the  purchaser,  the  marks  or 
numbers  which  shall  or  may  have  been  made 
thereon,  by  any  officer  of  iospectitm,  or  by  any 
person  employed  or  authorized  by  any  such  om- 
oer,  shall  be  defaced,  cut  ofi*,  or  obliterated  ;  and 
if  any  such  cask,  vessel,  or  package,  shall  be  sold, 
removed,  delivered,  or  received,  prior  to  such  de- 
fining, cutting  ofi",  or  oUiterating  being  mad^ 
every  pemn  conocmed  in  the  purchase,  sde,  or 
delivery,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  ci  mr 
dpUan. 
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Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
stills  withoot  heads,  or  other  Tessels  that  shall  be 
tued  as  stills  in  the  distillation  cf  ardent  spirits, 
shall  be  duly  entered  by  the  owner  or  owners 
thereof,  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  and  by  the 
second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  con- 
cerning the  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the 
United  States,"  passed  on  the  eighth  day  of  May, 
one  thousand  seren  hundred  ana  ninety-two,  un- 
der the  penalty  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 
to  be  recorered  and  distributed  as  other  forfeit- 
ures luder  this  act,  and  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
lepealin^  after  the  last  day  of  June  next,  the  du- 
ties heretofore  laid  upon  distilled  spirits  imported 
from  abroad,  and  laying  others  in  tneir  stead,  and 
also  upon  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States, 
and  for  approiffiating  the  same,"  to  which  this 
b  an  amendment 

Sec.  7.  And  bt  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  any 
person  or  persons,  who  shall  couoterleit  the  cer- 
tificates for,  or  the  marks  or  numbers  to  be  set 
tipon,  any  cask,  vessel,  or  package,  containing 
wines,  teas,  or  foreign  or  domestic  distilled  spirits, 
or  upon  stills,  which  the  officers  of  inspection  are 
or  shall  be  authorized  to  make  thereon,  by  and  in 
porsuanee  of  the  kws  coDeaniDc  the  same,  or 
who  shall  fraudulently  rub  out  or  deface,  prior  to 
diawintfoff  or  emptymg  the  contents,  any  marks 
or  nnmbeis  set  upon  any  cask  or  package  of  wine 
or  tea,  in  pursnanee  of  law,  shall  for  every  such 
ttfenee,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sam'of  one  htrndred 
dollars. 

Bsc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
owner  or  worker  of  a  licensed  still,  shall  be  re- 
quired to  make  oath  or  affirmation,  previous  to 
any  renewal  of  his  license,  that  he  has  not  distill- 
ed therein,  since  the  commencement  of  the  term 
specified  in  such  license,  excepting  only  during 
the  term  for  which  it  shall  have  been  granted. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the 
several  States,  and  of  the  Territory  of  the  United 
States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  of  the 
Territory  of  the  United  States  South  of  the  river 
Ohio,  to  take  cognizance  of  all  and  every  suit  and 
suits,  action  and  actions,  cause  and  causes,  arising 
under  or  out  of  the  laws  for  collecting  a  revenue 
upon  spirits  distilled  in  the  United  States,  and 
upon  stills,  which  may  arise  or  accrue  at  a  greater 
distance  tnan  fifty  miles  from  the  nearest  place 
established  by  law  for  holding  a  District  Court. 

Sbc.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  in 
case  of  the  non-existence  of  an  office  of  inspection 
in  any  county  of  the  United  States,  every  owner 
or  possessor  of  a  still  shall  make  entry  thereof  in 
the  noanner  required  by  the  ^  Act  ^of  the  eighth 
ctf  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundreo  and  ninety- 
two)  concerning  the  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
withm  the  United  States,"  at  some  other  office  of 
inspectioD  comprehended  in  the  division  or  snrvev, 
in  which  the  said  stilt  shall  be ;  and  that  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  provide  offices  of  inspection  in  special 
cases,  provided  the  expense  thereof  shall  not  ex- 
ceed ten  thousand  dollars. 

Sbo.  11.  Andbeit  further  etiacted,  Thai  mvtf 


rectifier  of  low  wines,  or  other  distilled  spirils.iiil 
every  distiller  of  cordials  and  strong  waten  tbtn- 
from,  shall  enter  at  some  office  of  inspection,  tl 
or  any  such  low  wines,  or  other  distilled  spirib 
prior  to  the  removal  of  them  to  his  distillery  or 
rectifying  house, '  and  prior  to  his  beginning  the 
rectifying,  improving,  or  altering  the  quality,  fi^ 
vor,  or  proof  thereof,  under  the  penalty  rf  om 
hundred  dollars  for  every  cask  of  one  bnnilrfii 
gallons,  and  in  the  same  proportions  for  era; 
greater  or  less  quuitity. 

Seo.  12.  And  be  it  jwther  enacted,  Thit  ii 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  supervisors  ud  w 
spectors  of  the  revenue,  at  their  own  -expeoae,  u 
appoint  deputies  to  aid  them  in  the  ezecntioDflf 
their  duties,  in  cases  of  occasional  and  nmestuj 
absence,  or  of  sickness,  and  not  otherwise. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  Tbit  tit 
President  of  the  United  States  be  nuthoriiedB 
make  such  adJltional  allowances,  for  the  spue  j; 
one  year,  and  from  thence  until  the  end  or  tin 
next  session  of  Congress,  to  the  inspecton 
collectors  of  revenue  from  distilled  spirits,  for  dieii 
respective  services  subsequent  to  the  thirtieth  ibf 
of  June  next,  as  he  shall  deem  reasonable  iM 
proper,  so  as  that  the  additions  to  be  made  to  ik 
said  allowances  shall  not  exceed,  in  theirtHik 
the  sums  heretofore  allowed,  by  more  thin  at 
third. 

Sbo.  14.  And  be  it  fvrtkermaeted,  That,  fin 
and  after  the  first  day  of  October  next,  no  soper 
visor  or  inspector  of^the  revenue  of  the  United  i 
States,  shall  be  concerned  or  interested  in  UT 
foreign  trade  or  commerce,  in  the  goods  or  mer 
chanaise  to  which  the  duties  of  his  office  relate. « 
in  the  sale  of  any  wines,  distilled  spirit^  or  teai: 
and  if  any  such  supervisor  or  inspector  siisU  be  ^ 
concerned  or  interested,  every  such  person  sbiU 
be  disqualified  from  holding  such  appomiment  fix 
the  term  of  seven  years,  and  diall,  moreorer,^ 
feit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  tme  hasAw 
dollars,  for  every  month  which  he  or  ibef  ^ 
be  so  interested  in  such  foreign  trade,  or  u  im 
sale  of  wines,  distilled  spirits,  or  teas. 

Sec  16.  And  be  ii  Jurther  enacted,  Thai  uf 
proprietor  of  a  still,  the  capacity  of  which  ^f^** 
exceed  one  hundred  gallons,  may;  be  peraiue«v 
enter  such  still,  for  any  term  of  time  less 
year,  and  not  less  than  one  month,  payisgai  ik 
same  rate  as  per  month,  any  thin^  in  anf  ftn" 
law  to  the  .contrary  notwithstandmg. 

Sec.  l6.Andbeiifitrther  enacted,  Thstipj 
sonal  demand  of  the  proprietor  or  proiirietoB  ■ 
any  still,  of  the  duties  due,  or  a  notice  io  wni^ 
of  the  amount  hereof  left  at  his  dwellin?  M  * 
collector,  shall  have  all  the  effect  of  «  denuj 
made,  as  required  by  the  tWenly-third  s***'"" 
the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  repealing  after  W»  ■ 
day  of  June  next,  the  duties  .heretdbre  •"^  "f" 
distilled  spirits  imported  from  abroad,  and  ttfj 
others  in  their  stead ;  and  also  upon  spirits  (hnv 
ed  within  the  United  States,  and  for  appropniUM 
the  same.  n 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  ewicUd,^^^ 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  which  shau  W" 
been  incurred  by  force  of  any  present  orww* 
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law  of  the  United  States  for  the  laying,  levying, 
and  collecting  of  any  duties  or  taxes,  other  than 
duties  on  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  imported, 
and  on  the  toonage  of  ships  and  vessels^  shall  anu 
may  be  mitigated  or  remitted  by  the  like  ways  and 
means,  and  upon  and  under  the  like  conditions,  re- 
gulations, and  restrictions,  as  are  contained,  pre- 
scribed, authorized,  and  direpte^  in  and  by  the 
act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  proride  for  mitigating  or 
remitting  the  forfeitures  and  penalties  accruing 
under  the  rerenue  laws  in  certain  cases  therein 
mentioned,"  touching  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeit- 
ures incurred  or  accruing  in  relation  to  the  cases 
therein  mentioned ;  which  act,  and  every  clause, 
ZDatter,,aQd  thing  therein  contained,  shall  be  of 
like  force,  and  efiect^  for  the  mitigating  or  remit- 
ting of  fines,  penalues,  and  forfeiture,  which  shall 
have  been  incurred  in  reference  to  -said  other  du- 
ties and  taxes,  as  if  the  same  were  repeated  and 
re-enacted,  in  the  several  and  respective  laws  for 
laying,  levying,  and  collecting  the  s^d  other  du 
ties  and  taxes. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tha^^  the 
Judicial  Courts  of  the  several  States,  to  whoin,by 
tJus  act.  a  jurisdictioq  is  given,  shall  and  may  ex- 
ercise all  and  every  power  in  itit  cases  cognizable 
before  them,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  miti- 
gation or  I'emission  of  any  fine,  penalty,  or  for- 
ieitore  ^i?h  may  be  exercised  by  the  Judges  of 
the  District  Courts  in  cases  depend  wg  before  them. 
The  said  Sta.te  Courts  first  causing  reasonable 
notice  to  be  given  to  the  person  or  persons  claim- 
ing such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  and  to  the  at  ■ 
tomey,  who  may,  under  warrant  from  the  attorney 
of  the  district,  prosecute  for  the  United  States,  in 
such  Court,  that,  each  may  hare  an  opportunity  of 
showing  cause  against  the  mitigatioik.or  remission 
thereof. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  fu,TtUer  enacted.  That  the 
act,  entitled  "  An  act  repealing  after  the  last  day 
of  June  next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid  upon  dis- 
tilled spirits  imported  from  abroad,  and  layin{ 
otfaeroin  their  stead,  and  also  upon  spirits  distillei 
within  the  United  States,  and  for  appropriating 
the  same,"  and  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  concern-- 
ing  duties  on  spirits  distilled  in  the  United  States," 
shall  extend  to  and  be  in  fullfotice  for  the  recovery 
and  distribution  of  the  penalties  and  fnfeitttres 
herein  contained,  and  generallf  for  the  execution 
of  thisact,  as  fullyand  effectuuljr,  as  if  every  reg- 
ulation, restriction,  penalty,  provision,  clause,  mat- 
ter, and  thing,  therem  contamed,  were  inserted  in 
and  re-enacted  by  this  present  act,  subject  only 
to  the  alteratiotis  hereby  made. 

Approved,  June  5, 1794. 


An  Act  in  addition  to  .the  act  for  the  panishment  of 
eertain  orimM  against  the  United  States. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  if  any  citizen  of  the 
United  States  shall,  within  the  territory  or  juris- 
.  diction  of  the  same,  accejpt  and  exercise  a  commis- 
sion to  serve  a  foreign  Prince  or  State,  in  war,  by 


not  more  than  two  thousand  dollars,  and  shall  be 

imprisoned  not  exceeding  three  years. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurtner  enacted  and  dedaredj 
That,  if  any  person  shall,  within  the  territory  or 
urisdiction  of  tne  United  States,  enlist  or  enter 
limself,  or  tme  or  retain  another  person  to  enlist 
or  enter  himself,  or  to  go  beyond  the  limits  or  ju- 
risdiction of  the  United  States,  with  intent  to  be 
enlisted  or  entered  in  the  service  of  any  foreign 
Prince  or  State,  as  a  soldier,  or  as  a  marine  or 
seaman  on,  board  of  any-  vessel  of  war,  letter  of 
marque,  or  privateer,  every  prason  so  offending 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  nigh  misdemotnor, 
and  shall  be  fined  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  three  years: 
Provided,  That  this  shall  not  be  construed  to  ex- 
tend to  any  subject  or  citizen  of  a  foreign  Prince 
or  State  who  shall  transiently  be  within  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  shall,  on  board  of  any  vessel  of 
war,  letter  of  marque,  or  privateer,  which,  at  the 
time  of  its  SLrrival  within  the  United  States,  was 
fitted  and  equipped  as  such,  enlbt  or  enter  himself, 
or  hire  or  retain  -  another  subject  or  citizen  of  the 
same  foreign  Prince  or  State,  who  is  transiently 
within  the  United  States,  to  etilist  oi' enter  him- 
self to  serve  such  Prince  or  State,  on  board  such 
vessel  of  waz^  letter  of  marque,  or  privateer,  if  the 
United  States  shall  then  be  at  peaee  witu  such 
Prince  or  State:  And  prwided /vrther^  That  if 
an.y  person  so  enlisted  shall,  within  thirty  days 
after  such  enlistment,  volimtaiily  discover  upon 
oathj  to  some  justice  of  the  peace  or  other  civil 
magistrate,  the  person  or  persons  by  whom  he 
was  so  enlisted,  so  as  that  he  or  they  may  be  ap- 
prehended and  convicted  of  the  said  ofience,  such 
person,  so  diacoverine  the  c^ender  or  offenders, 
shall  Joe  indemnified  uom  the  penalty  prescribed 
by  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted  and  declared, 
That,  if  any  person  shall,  within  any  of  the  ports, 
harbors,  bays,  rivers,  or  other  waters  of  the  tJuited 
States,  fit  out  and  arm,  pr  attempt  to  fit  out  and 
arm.  or  procure  to  be  fitted  out  and  armed^  or 
shall  knowingly  be  concerned  in  the  fnmishuur, 
fitting  out,  or  arming  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  with 
intent  that  such  ship  or  vessel  sluiU  be  employed 
in  the  service  of  any  foreign  Prince  or  State,  to< 
cruise  or  commit  hostilities  upon  the  subjects, 
citizens,  or  property  of  another  foreign  Prince  or 
State,  with  whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace, 
or  shall  issue  or  deliver  a  conunission,  witbm  the 
territory  or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  for 
any  ship  or  vessel,  to  the  intent  that  she  may  be 
employed  as  aforesaid,  every  such  person  so  of- 
fending shall,  upon  conviction,  be  adjudged  guilty 
of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  fined  and  im- 
prisoned, at  the  discretion  of  the  Court  in  which 
the  conviction  shall  be  had,  so  as  the  fine  to  be 
imposed  ^all  in  no  case  be  more  than  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  the  term  of  imprisonment  shall 
not  exceed  three  years ;  and  every  such  ship  or 
vessel,  with  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  fumitnr^  to- 
gether with  all  materials,  anns,  ammunition,  and 
stores,  which  may  hare  been  procured  for  the 


land  or  sea,' the  person  SO  offending  shall  be  deemed  building  or  equipment  therein,  snail  be  forfeited, 
l^ailty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  fined,  I  ne-faalfto  the  use  of  any  person  who  shall  give 
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information  of  the  offenc^,  and  the  other  half  to 
the  use  of  the  United  States. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted  and  declared, 
That,  if  any  person  shall,  within  the  territory  or 
jinUdictioD  of  the  United  States,  increase  or  aug- 
ment, or  procure  to  be  increased  or  augmented,  or 
shall  be  knowingly  concerned  in  increasing  or  aug- 
menting, the  force  of  any  ship  of  war,  crniser,  or 
other  armed  vessel,  which,  at  the  time  of  her  arri- 
Tftl  within  the  United  States,  was  a  ship  of  war, 
erniaer,  or  armed  vessel,  in  the  service  of  a  foreign 
Prince  or  State,  or  belonging  to  the  subjects  or 
citizens  of  such  Prince  or  State,  the  same  being 
at  war  with  another  foreign  Prince  or  State,  with 
whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace,  by  adding 
to  the  number  or  size  of  the  guns  of  such  vessel 
pre^red  for  use,  or  by  the  addition  thereto  of  any 
eqaipment  solely  applicable  to  war.  every  such 
person  so  offending  shall,  upon  conviction,  be  ad- 
judged guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  fined 
and  imprisoned,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court  in 
which  the  conviction  shall  be  had,  so  as  that  such 
foie  shall  not  exceed  one  thousand  dollars,  nor  the 
term  of  imprisonment  be  more  than  one  year. 

Sec.  5.  Andbe  itfuriheT  enacted  and  declared^ 
That,  if  any  person  shal^  within  the  territory  or 
rarisdicttoB  ta  the  United  States,  b«nn  or  set  on 
£3ot  at  provide  or  j^repare  the  means  For  any  mili- 
tary expedition  or  enterprise,  to  be  earned  on 
Irom  thence  a^nst  the  terrttorr  or  dominions  of 
any  foreign  Prince  or  State,  with  whom  the  United 
States  are  at  peace,  every  such  person  so  offend- 
ing shall,  upon  conviction,  be  adjudged  guilty  of  a 
hi^h  misdemeanor,  and  snail  suffer  fine  and  im- 
prisonment, at  the  discretion  of  the  Court  in  which 
the  conviction  shall  be  had,  so  as  that  such  fine 
shall  not  exceed  three  thousand  dollars,  nor  the 
term  of  imprisonmeot  be  more  than  three  years. 
'  Sbo.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted  and  declared. 
That  the  District  Courts  shall  take  cognizance  of 
complaints,  by  whomsoever  instituted,  in  cases  of 
captures  made  within  the  waters  of  the  United 
States,  or  within  a  marine  league  of  the  coasts  or 
shores  tiiereof. 

•  Sec.  7.  And  be  ii  Jitr^ier  enaOed  and  dedared, 
That,  in  every  case  in  which  a  vessel  shall  be  fit- 
ted out  and  armed,  or  attempted  so  to  be  fitted  out 
or  armed,  or  in  wnich  the  force  of  any  vessel  of 
war,  cruiser,  or  other  armed  vessel,  shall  be  in- 
ereaaed  or  augmented,  or  in  which  any  military 
expedition  or  enterprise  shall  be  begun  or  set  on 
foot, contrary  to  the  prohibitions  and  provisions  of 
this  act;  and  in  every  case  of  the  capture  of  a 
ship  or  vessel  within  the  jurisdiction  or  protection 
of  tne  United  States,  as  above  defined,  and  in  every 
ease  in  which  any  process  issuing  out  of  any  Court 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  disobeyed  or  resisted 

■  by  any  person  or  persons  having  the  custody  of 
mmy  vessel  of  war,  cruiser,  or  other  armed  vessel,  of 
Mnj  foreini  Prince  or  State,  or  of  the  subjects  or 
citizens  of  snch  Prince  or  State,  in  every  such 
case  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  or  such  other  person  as  he  shall 
have  empowered  for  that  pnrpose,  to  employ  such 
Murt  of  the  land  or  navu  forces  of  the  United 
States,  ot  of  the  militia  thereof,  as  shall  b«  judged 


necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  possessioaofj 
and  detaining  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  with  her 
prize  or  prizes,  if  any,  in  order  to  the  execatioaof 
the  prohibitions  and  penalties  of  this  act,  and  id 
the  restoring  such  prize  or  prizes,  in  the  cases  ii 
which  restoration  snail  have  been  adjudged,  tsA 
also  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  carryingoa 
of  any  such  expedition  or  eateritrise  from  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States  against  the  territoie) 
or  dominions  of  a  foreign  Prmee  or  State,  iriih 
whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace. 

Sec  8.  Andbeitfurther  enacted  and  dedani 
That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  tkt 
United  States,  or  such  other  persoiiasheshallban 
empowered  for  that  purpose,  to  emidoy  such  (an 
of  ine  land  or  naval  forces  ot  the  United  Slates,  cf 
of  the  militia  thereof,  as  shall  be  necessary,  to 
compel  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel  to  depart  (he 
United  States,  in  all  cases  in  which,  by  the  lavs 
of  nations  or  the  treaties  of  the  United  Slates;  they 
ought  not  to  remain  within  the  United  States. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  nothing 
in  the  foregoing  act  shall  be  construed  to  preheat 
the  prosecution  or  punishment  of  treason,  or  any 

Eiracy,  defined  by  a  treaty  or  other  law  of  me 
Fnited  States. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  thisact 
sh^l  continue  and  M  in  fbrce  for  and  daring  <^ 
term  of  two  ^ears,  and  from  thence  to  the  w  « 
the  next  session  of  Conness,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  Jane  5, 17^. 

An  Act  laying  certain  duties  upon  9nnff  and  Safisri 
Sugar. 

Be  it  enacted,  J-c,  That,  from  and  after  the 
thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  there  be  leTiei 
collected,  and  paid,  upon  all  sauffj  which,  afttr 
that  day,  shall  oe  manufactured  for  sale  wittus 
the  United  States,  at  aiiy  manufactory,  foreverr 
pound  of  snuff,  eight  cents. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai,  from 
and  after  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  Septembo 
next,  there  be  levied,  collected,  and  paid,  uponaD  , 
sugar  which  shall  be  refined  within  the  Uniu'  i 
States,  a  duty  of  two  cents  per  pound. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  i» 
ties  aforesaid  shall  be  levied,  collected,  and  k- 
counted  for,  by  the  same  oflicers  as  are  proriM 
by  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  repratling,  after  lb* 
last  day  of  June  next,  the  duties  heretofore  hij 
upon  distilled  spirits  imported  from  abroad,in 
laying  others  in  their  stead,  and  also  upon  spirits 
distilled  within  the  United  States,  and  for  appn>- 
priating  the  same;"  sabject  b>  the  supennKB- 
dence  and  control  of  the  Department  of  the  1^ 
Bury,  according  to  the  respective  authorities  a»  j 
duties  of  the  officers  thereof. 

Sec  4,  And  be  it  further  enaOed.  That  ererr 
manufiacturer  of  snuff,  who  shall  be  such,  prt- 
vious  to,  and  on  the  tnirtieth  day  of  Septanlw  I 
next,  shall,  on  die  said  day,  and  every  manofae- 
turer  of  snuff,  who  shall  hi,  and  become  saci, 
after  the  said  day,  shall,  twenty  days,  at  the 
previous  to  commencing  the  business  or  trade  o' 
manufacturing  snuff  for  sale,  make  trae  ud  ei- 
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wt  entrjr  and  report  id  writing,  at  the  office  of 
nspeetion,  whiob  shall  be  nearest  to  the  house  or 
>uQdiiig  where  he  or  she  shall  carry  oir,  or  intend 
:o  carry  on  the  business  or  trade  aforesaid,  oi 
;very  house  or  building  where  aueh  business  or 
rade  shall  be  by  him  or  her  carried  on^  or  in- 
tended so  to  be,  and  of  every  mill,  specifying  the 
tumber  of  mortars  to  eaoh,  Trtiich  he  or  she  shall 
lave  or  keep  therein,  for  the  performing  of  any 
JTOcess,  operation,  matter,  or  tning,  in,  or  about 
he  manufacturing  of  snuff,  and  sohII  also  give 
lond  in  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  with 
condition,  that  he  or  she  shall,  and  will,  from  day 
o  day,  enter  in  a  book,  or  on  a  paper  to  be  kept 
br  that  purpose,  all  snuff,  which  he  or  she  sh^l 
nanufactnre,  or  cause  to  be  manufactured,  and  of 
he  quantities,  from  day  to  day,  by  him  or  her 
lent  out,  or  qaused  to  Iw  sent  out  of  the  house  or 
>uildiDg,  where  the  same  shall  have  been  manu- 
"actured;  and  shall  and  will,  on  the  first  day  of 
Tanuary,  April,  July,  and  October,  in  each  year, 
«nder  a  just  and  true  account  of  all  the  snuff, 
•■hich  he  or  she  shall  have  manufactured  or 
oade,  and  sent  out,  or  caused  or  procured  to  be 
aanufacturedj  or  made  and  sent  out,  first  from 
he  time  of  his  or  her  entry  and  report  aforesaid, 
iDtil  the  day  which  shall  Hrst  ensue,  of  the  days 
ibovementioned  for  the  rendering  of  such  ac- 
lount,  and  thenceforth,  successively,  from  the 
ime  when  such  account  ought  to  have  been,  and 
ID  to  which,  it  shall  have  Iwen  last  rendered,  un- 
il  the  day  next  thereafter,  of  the  days  above- 
nentioned  fbr  the  rendering  of  such  account;  pro- 
lacing  herewith  the  or&inal  book  or  paper, 
vhereon  the  entries,  from  day  to  day,  to  be  made, 
IS  aforesaid,  have  been  made,  and  shall,  at  the 
ime  of  rendering  each  account,  pay  or  secure 
be  duties,  which,  by  this  act,  ougnt  to  be  paid 
iponthe  snuff,  in  the  said  account  mentioned  and 
tated :  And  if  any  such  manufacturer  shall  omit 
o  make  any  such  entry  or- report,  or  to  give  any 
Bch  bond  as  is  hereinbefore  directed,  he  or  she 
Jiatl  forfeit  and  lose  every  mill,  together  with  the 
Dort&rs  and  other  utensils  thereto  belonging, 
which  he  or  she  shall  have  or  keep,  for  the  per- 
brmine  of  any  process,  matter,  or  thing,  in,  or 
ibout  the  manufacturing  of  snuff,  and  shall  also 
brfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars, 
:o  be  recovered  with  costs  of  suit 

Sbo.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
refiner  of  sugar,  who  shall  be  such,  immediat^ 
>efore,  and  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  September 
lext,  shall,  on  the  said  day,  and  every  refiner  of 
in^r,  who  shall  be,  and  become  such,  after  the 
Hud  day,  shall,  twenty  days,  at  the  least,  previous 
CO  commencing  the  husmess  of  refining  sugar, 
make  true  and  exact  entry  and  report  in  writmg, 
it  the  office  of  iuFpection,  which  shall  be  nearest 
to  the  house  or  building,  where  he  or  she  shall 
carry  on,  or  intend  to  carry  on,  the  said  business, 
of  every  house  or  building,  where  such  business 
shall  be  by  him  or  her  carried  on,  or  intended  so 
to  be,  and  of  every  pan  or  boiler,  together  with  the 
capacity  of  each,  which  he  or  she  shall  have,  or 
emploj',  for  the  jgurpose  of  refining  sugar,  and  shall 
ilso  gire  bond  in  the  ram  of  fire  thonaand  doU 


lars,  with  condition,  chat  he  or  she  shall  and  will 
enter  or  cause  to  be  entered,  in  a  book  or  jnper, 
to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  all  sugar,  which  he 
or  she  shall  refine,  or  cause  to  be  refined,  and 
the-  quantities,  from  day  to  day,  by  him  or  her 
smt  out,  or  caused  to  be  sent  out  of  the  house  or 
building,  where  the  same  shall  have  been  refined, 
and  shall,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  April,  July, 
and  October,  in  each  year,  render  a  just  and  true 
account  of  all  the  refined  s'ugar,  which  he  or  she 
shall  have  sent  out,  or  caused  or  procured  to  be 
sent  out,  from  the  first  time  of  his  or  her  entry, 
and  report  aforesaid,  until  the  day,  which  shall 
first  ensue,  of  the  days  abovementioned,  for  the 
rendering  of  such  account ;  and  thenceforth,  suc- 
cessively, from  the  time  when  such  account  ought 
to  have  been,  and  up  to  which  it  shall  have  been 
last  rendered,  until  tke  day  next  thereafter  of  the 
days  above  mentioned  for  the  rendering  of  such 
account,  producing  and  showing  therewith;  the 
original  book  or  paper,  whereon  the  entries,  from 
day  to  day,  to  be  made  as  aforesaid,  hare  been 
made ;  and  he  or  she  shall,  at  the  time  of  render- 
ing each  account,  pay  or  secure  the  duties,  which 
by  this  act  ought  to  be  paid  upon  the  refined  su- 
gar in  the  said  account  mentioned.  And  if  any 
such  refiner  shall  omit  to  make  any  such  entry  or 
report,  he  or  she  shall  forfeit,  and  lose  every  pan 
or  boiler  which  he  or  she  shall  hare,  and  use,  for 
the  purpose  of  refining  sugar,  and  shall  also  for- 
feit the  sum  of  fire  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recov- 
ered with  costs  of  snit. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
such  manufacturer  of  snuff  ^hall,  yearly,  bemg 
thereuEto  required  by  an  (^eer  of  inspection, 
make  oath  or  affirmation,  according  to  the  best  oi 
his  or  her  knowledge  and  belief,  that  the  ac- 
counts which  have  been  by  him  or  her  rendered, 
of  the  quantities  of  snuff  by  him  or  her  manu- 
factured or  made,  and  sent  out,  or  caused  or  pro-  ' 
cured  to  be  manufactured  or  made,  and  sent  out, 
have  been,  and  are,  just  and  true. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
refiner  of  sugar  shall,  yearly,  being  thereunto  re- 
quired by  an  officer  of  inspection,  make  oath  or 
^rmation,  according  to  ttie  best  of  his  or  her 
knowledge  and  belief,  that  the  accounts  which 
have  been  by  him  or  her  rendered,  of  the  quanti- 
ties of  refined  sugar  hr  him  or  her  sent  out  of  the 
house  or  building,  wnere  the  same  shall  hare 
been  manufactured,  or  procured,  or  caused  so  to 
be  sent  out,  have  been  just  and  true. 

Sbo.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  my 
person  shall  knowingly,  and  with  design,  falsely 
swear  or  affirm,  touching  any  of  the  matters 
herein  before  required  to  oe  verified  by  oath  or 
affirmation,  he  or  she;  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of 
wilful  and  corrupt  penury. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  fxrUter  enacted.  That  every 
manufacturer  of  snuff  and  every  refiner  of  sQgttr, 
shelly  at  each  time  of  rendering  an  account,  as 
herein  before  required,  make  a  true  and  particular 
report  of  the  engines,  implements,  and  utensils,  of 
the  several  descriptions  herein  before  moitioned, 
which  he  or  she,  at  any  time  since  that  ci  render- 
ing his  or  her  last  account,  hath  toed  or  k^aod  >■ 
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shall  then  hare,  use,  or  keep,  for  carrying  on  his 
or  her  trade  or  business,  on  pain  of  forfeiting,  for 
each  and  erery  neglect  or  omission,  all  such  en- 
gines, implements,  and  utensils,  together  with  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  with 
costs  of  suit. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all 
snuff  and  refined  sagar,  which  shall  hare  been 
manufactured  or  made  within  the  United  States, 
in  manner  aforesaid,  after  the  said  thirtieth  day 
of  September  next,  whereof  the  duties  aforesaid 
hare  not  been  duly  paid  or  secured,  accordine  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  tnis  act,  shall, 
upon  default  being  made  in  the  paying  or  securing 
or  the  said  duties,  be  forfeited,  and  snail  and  may 
be  seized,  as  forfeited,  by  any  officer  of  the  in- 
spection or  of  the  customs. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  Jvrther  enacted.  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  every  such  manuiacturer  of 
snuff,  or  refiner  of  sugar,  at  his  or  her  optiu.i, 
either  to  pay,  upon  the  rendering  of  his  or  her 
account,  as  aforesaid,  the  duties  which  shall 
thereby  appear  to  be  due  and  payable,  with  a  de- 
duction or  abatement  of  six  per  cent  for  prompt 
payment,  or  to  give  bon^  with  one  or  more  sure- 
ties, to  the  satimetiou  ofthe  officer  erf  inspection, 
to  whom  such  account  shall  be  rendered,  for  the 
payment  of  the  said  duties  at  the  expiration  of 
nine  months  thereafter:  Provided,  That  no  per- 
son, whose  bond  for  any  of  the  said  duties  snail 
remain  unpaid,  beyond  the  term  allowed  for  ^e 
payment  thereof,  shall  be  entitled  to  future  credit 
for  any  of  the  said  duties,  so  long  as  such  bond 
shall  remain  unpaid. 

Szc.  12.  And  be  it  Jvrther  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  September 
next,  there  shall  be  levied,  collected,  and  paid  (in 
addition  to  the  duties  now  payable  thereupon) 
upon  all  manufactured  tobacco  or  snuff,  and  upon 
aU  refined  sugar,  which,  after  the  said  day,  shall  be 
imported  into  the  United  States,  from  any  foremen 
port  or  place,  the  following  rates  and  duties,  to  wit: 

Upon  tobacco,  four  cents  per  pound. 

Upon  souff,  twelve  cents  per  pound. 

l^n  refined  sugar,  four  cents  per  pound. 

Which  duties  shall  be  collected  m  the  same 
manner,  by  the  same  officers,  under  the  like  ref- 
lations, and  subject  to  the  like  pains,  penalties, 
and  forfeitures,  as  now  are  collected  the  duties 
heretofore  laid  upon  the  said  articles  respectively; 
the  act  and  acts  concerning  which  are  hereby  de- 
clared to  be,  and  shall  be  in  as  full  force,  for  the 
collection  of  the  additional  duties  hereby  paid,  as 
if  the  said  act  and  acts  were  herein  particularly 
recited  and  repeated. 

Sbc.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  thirtv-first  day  of  December  next 
no  refined  loi^  or  lump  sugar  shall  be  imported 
into  the  United  States,  from  any  foreign  port  or 
place,  except  in  ships  or  vessels  of  the  burden  of 
ohe  hundred  and  twenty  tons  and  upwards,  and 
in  casks  or  packages  containing,  each,  not  less 
than  six  hundred  pounds,  on  pain  of  forfeiting 
the  said  shi[»  or  vessels,  and  the  loaf  and  lump 
sugar. imported  therein,  except  in  such  icaska  or 
packages  as  adiuesaid. 


Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Th&t,ftan 
and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  no 
drawback  of  the  duties  from  any  manu5ictDrd 
tobacco,  or  snuff,  or  refined  sugar,  shall  bare  bees 
imported  into  the  United  States  from  any  foiei^ 

Eort  or  place,  shall  be  allowed,  but  the  ivxm 
ereby  laid  upon  suuff  manofactured  within  tW 
United  States,  and  sugaF  refined  whbia  the  ane, 
shall  smd  may  be  drawn  back  upon  all  such  of  the 
said  snuff  manufactured  within  the  United  Statet 
and  upon  all  such  of  the  said  sugar  refined  wiilh 
in  the  United  States,  after  the  said  thirtieth  dij 
of  September  next,  which,,  after  the  said  daj. 
shall  be  exported  from  the  United  States  tour 
foreign  port  or  place :  and  adding  to  the  dnv- 
back  upon  sugar  so  exported,  three  cents  per  i 
pound,  on  account  of  duties  paid  upon  the  import-  I 
ation  of  raw  su^r.   Promded,  That  no  draw-  | 
back  shall  be  allowed  on  the  exportation  of  eiibct  i 
of  the  said  articles  in  any  instance  where  tie 
same  shall  amount  to  less  than  twelve  dollars. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  ThaX,  a  at-  j 
der  to  entitle  the  exporter  or  exporters  to  tk 
benefit  of  the  -said  allowances,  he,  she,  or  daj 
shall,  previoiu  to  the  putting  or  lading  oay  d'tk 
said  snuff  or  refined  sugar  on  board  of  any  ^ 
or  vessel  for  exportation,  give  six  hours  notieeit 
the  least,  to  the  proper  cmcer  of  inspectioa  of  the 
port  from  which  the  said  snuff  or  sugar  sbiU  be 
mtended  to  be  exported,  of  his,  her,  or  their  into- 
tion  to  export  the  same,  and  of  the  numba  of 
packages  containing  the  same,  and  the  respectin 
marks  thereof,  and  the  place  or  places  where  de- 
posited, and  of  the  plaice  to  which,  and  ot 
vessel  in  which  they  or  either  of  tnem  be 
so  intended  to  he  exerted.  'Wiereupm,  it  shill 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  officer  to  inspect,  bf  hint- 
self  or  deputy,  the  packages  so  notified  for  eiport- 
ation,  and  the  same,  after  such  inspection,  iluU 
be  laden  on  hoard  the  same  ship  or  vessel,  of  i^k^ 
notice  shall  have  been  ^vea,  and  in  the  pieseio 
of  the  same  officer  or  his  deputy,  who  shall  km 
inspected  the  ^ame ;  n^eh  officer,  after  the  aae  | 
shall  have  been  so  laden  on  board,  shall  certi^  >>  i 
the  Collector  of  the  District,  the  quantitf  m  \ 
particulars  of  the  article  or  articles  so  liw  t" 
exportation. 

Sec.  16.  Provided  neverthdeta,  and  ht  * 
further  enacted,  That  the  said  allowance 
not  be  made,  unless  the  said  exporter  or  exporttn 
shall  make  oath  or  affirmation,  that  the  saia  w 
or  suear  so  noticed  for  exportation  and  ladeo « 
board  such  ship  or  vessel,  are  truly  intended  lov 
exported  to  the  place,  whereof  notice  shall  ban 
been  given,  and  are  not  intended  to  be  relan^ 
within  the  United  States,  and  that  he  or  w 
doth  verily  believe  that  the  duties  thereBp" 
charged  by  this  act,  have  beaa  duly  pud  h*^  i 
cured  to  be  paid ;  and  shall  also  give  bond  to  tw  | 
Collector,  with  two  sureties,  one  .of  whom  sau 
be  the  master,  or  other  person  having 
mand  or  charge  of  the  ship  or  vessel  in  '^'^ 
the  said  snuff  or  sugar  shall  be  intended  to  be  or 
ported  i  the  other,  such  sufficient  person  as  sW  , 
be  approved  by  the  said  Collector,  in  the  tu 
value,  in  the  judgment  of  the  said  CoUeetat'f 
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the  said  snuff  or  sugar  so  intended  to  be  exported, 
"with  condition  that  the  said  snuff  or  sugar  (the 
dangers  of  the  seas  and  enemies  excepted)  shall 
be  really  and  truly  exported  to,  and  landed  in,  some 
potior  place  without  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  the  said  snuff  or  sugar  shall  not 
be  unshipped  from  on  board  of  the  said  ship  or 
vessel,  whereupon  the  same  shall  Have  been  laden 
for  exportation,  within  the  said  limits,  or  any 
ports  or  harbors  of  the  United  States,  or  relanded 
in  any  «ther  part  of  the  same,  (shipwreck  or 
other  uaaroidable  accident  excepted.) 

Sec.  17.  Provided  aho,  and  6e  U  fiaiher  emot- 
ed^ That  the  said  allowance  shall  uot  be  paid  un- 
til nine  months  after  the  said  snuff  or  suffar  shall 
have  been  so  exported :  Asid  provided  <u»o.  That 
whenever  the  owner  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  on 
board  of  which,  any  such  snuff  or  sugar  are  laden 
for  exportation,  shall  make  known  to  the  Col- 
lector, previous  to  the  departure  of  such  ship  or 
vessel  from  the  port  where  such  s-nuff  or  sugar 
are  laden,  that  such  ship  or  vessel  is  not  going 
to  proceed  on  the  voyage  intended,  or  the  voyage 
is  altered,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Collector  to 
grant  a  permit  for  relandiog  the  same. 

Sbc.  18.  And  be  U farther  enacted,  That  if  anv 
of  the  said  snuff  or  sugar,  after  the  same  shall 
have  been  shipped  for  exportation,  shall  be  un- 
shipped for  any  purpose  whatever,  either  within 
the  limits  of  any  part  of  the  United  States,  or 
within  four  leagues  of  the  coast  thereof,  or  shall 
be  relanded  within  the  United  Sutes,  from  on 
board  the  ship  or  vessel,  wherein  the  same  shall 
have  been  laden  for  exportation,  unless  the  voy- 
age shall  not  be  proceeded  on,  or  shaH  be  altered 
as  aforesaid,  or  unless  in  case  of  necessity  or  dis- 
tress, to  save  the  ship  and  goods  from  perishing, 
which  shall  be  immediately  made  known  to  the 
principal  officer  of  the  customs,  residing  at  the 
port  nearest  to  which  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be, 
at  the  time  such  necessity  or  distress  shall  arise, 
then  uot  only  the  snuff  or  sugar  so  unshipped,  to- 
other with  the  casks,  vessel^  and  cases  contain- 
ing the  same,  but  also  the  ship  or  vessel,  in.  or- on 
board  which,  the  same  shall  have  been  so  snipped 
or  laden,  together  with  the  guns,  furniture,  am- 
munition, tackle  and  apparel,  and  also  the  ship, 
vessel,  or  boat,  into  which  the  said  snoff  or  sugar 
shall  be  unshipped  or  put,  after  the  unshipping 
thereof,  together  with  her  guns,  furniture,  ammu- 
nition, tackle,  and  apparel,  shall  be  forfeited,  and 
may  be  seized  by  any  officer  of  the  customs  or  of 
inspection. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
bonds  to  be  given,  as  aforesaid,  shall,  and  may  be 
discharged,  by  producing,  within  one  year  from 
the  respective  dates  thereof  (if  the  same  shall  be 
ship^d  to  any  part  of  Europe  or  America,  and 
within  two  years,  if  shipped  to  any  part  of  Asia 
or  Africa ;  and  if  the  delivery  of  the  snuff  or 
sugar,  in  respect  to  which  the  same  shall  have 
been  given,  be  at  any  place,  where  a  consul  or 
other  agent  of  the  Unite^  States  resides)  a  cer- 
tificate of  such  consul  or  agent,  or  if  there  be  no 
consul  or  agent,  then  a  certificate  of  any  two 
known  and  reputable  American  merchants  resid- 


ing at  the  said  place;  and  if  there  be  not  two 
such  merchants  residing  at  the  said  place,  then  a 
certificate  of  any  two  reputable  merchants  testi- 
fying the  delivery  of  the  said  snuff  or  sugar,  at 
the  said  place.  Which  certificate  shall,  in  each 
case,  be  confirmed  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of 
the  master  and  mate,  or  other  like  officer  of  the 
vessel  in  which  the  said  snuff  or  sugar  shall  have 
been  exported;  and  when  such  certificate  shall  be 
from  any  other  than  a  consul  or  affeut,  or  mer- 
chants of  the  United  States,  it  shall  be  a  part  of 
the  said  oath  or  affirmation,  that  there  were  not, 
upon  diligent  inquiry,  to  be  found  two  merchants 
of  the  United  States  at  the  said  place:  Provide^ 
always^  That  in  case  of  death,  the  oath  or  affirm- 
ation of  the  party  dying  shall  not  be  deemed 
necessary:  And  provided  further,  That  the  said 
oath  or  affirmation,  taken  before  the  chief  civil 
magistrate  of  the  place  of  the  said  delivery,  and 
certified  under  his' hand  and  seal,  shall  be  of  the 
same  validity  as  if  taken  before  a  person  qualified 
to  administer  oaths  within  the  United  States;  or 
such  bonds  shall  and  may  be  discharged,  upon 
proof  that  the  snuff  or  sugar  so  exported,  were 
taken  by  enemies,  or  perished  in  the  sea,  or  de- 
stroyed by  fire:  The  examination  and  proof  of 
the  same  being  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  c(^ 
lector  of  the  customs,  naval  officer,  and  chief 
officer  of  inspection,  or  aqy  two  of  them,  of  the 

Elace  from  ^ich  such  snuff  or  sugar  shall  have 
een  exported.  And  in  cases  where  the  certifi- 
cates herein  directed  cannot  be  obtained,  the  ex- 
porter or  exporters  of  such  snufiT  or  sugar  shall 
nevertheless  be  permitted  to  offer  such  other  proof 
as  to  the  deliveiV  of  the  said  snuff  or  sugar,  with- 
out the  limits  of  the  United  States,  as  he  or  they 
may  have ;  and  if  the  same  shall  be  deemed  aum- 
cient  by  the  said  Collector,  he  shall  allow  the 
same,  except  when  the  drawback  to  be  allowed 
shaQ  amount  to  one  hundred  dollars  or  upwards : 
In  all  which  cases,  the  proofs  aforesaid  shall  be 
referred  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
whose  decision  thereon  shall  be  final. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  to  export  directly,  from  any  manu- 
factory of  snuff,  or  of  refined  sugar,  to  any  foreign 
port  or  place,  any  snuff  or  re  Sued  sugar  which 
shall  have  been  manufactured  at  such  manufacto- 
ry, after  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  September  next, 
free  irom  duty:  Provided,  That  the  same  pro- 
ceedings be  had^  in  all  respects,  in  order  thereto, 
which  are  herem  before  prescribed,  in  order  to 
the  obtaining  the  benefit  of  the  drawbacks  of  the 
duties  which  have  been  paid,  or  secured,  upon 
any  snuff  or  sugar  exported  to  a  foreign  port  or 
place. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all 
penalties  and  forfeitures  which  shall  be  ineorred 
pursuant  to  this  act,  shall  be  divided  and  distribi^ 
ted,  one-^alf  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  other  half  thereof  to  the  use  of 
the  person  who,  if  an  officer  of  inspection,  shall 
first  discover,  or  if  not  an  officer  «  inspecticffl, 
shall  first  give  information  of  the  cause,  matter, 
or  thing,  whereby  any  of  the  said  penalties  or  fbr- 
feitures  shall  have  been  iucutred. 
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8bc.  21.  Afui  be  it  fitriher  etuu^d,  That  this 
act  shall  coDtinae  and  be  in  force  for  the  term  of 
tvo  years,  and  from  thence  till  the  end  (HT  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  June  5, 1794. 


An  Act  in  addition  to  the  "  Act  for.  making  further 
and  more  efi^tual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontierB  of  the  United  Statec." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  if  any  commissioned 
officer  in  the  troops  of  the  United  States  shall, 
while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  die,  by 
reason  of  wounds  received  in  actual  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  shall  leave  a  widow,  or,  if  no 
widow,  shall  leave  a  child  or  children,  under  a^, 
such  widow,  or,  if  no  widow,  such  child  or  chil- 
dren, shall  be  entitled  to,  and  receive  the  half  of 
the  monthly  pay,  to  which  the  deceased  was  enti- 
tled, at  the  time  of  his  death,  for  and  during  the 
term  of  five  years ;  And  in  case  of  the  death  or 
intermarriage  of  such  W^dow,  before  the  expiration 
of  the  said  term  of  five  years,  the  half  pay,  for  the 
remainder  of  the  term,  shall  go  to  the  child  or 
children  of  such  deceased  oflScer,  while  under  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  j  and,  in  like  manner,  the 
allowance  to  the  child  or  children  of  such  deceased, 
where  there  is  no  widow,  shall  be  paid  no  longer 
than  while  there  is  a  ohild  or  children  under  the 
age  aforesaid:  Provided,  That  no  greater  sum 
mail  be  allowed,  in  any  case,  to  the  widow,  or  to 
the  child  or  children  of  any  <^cer,  than  the  half 
pay  of  a  Heutensmt-coloneL 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  ^fiirtber  enm^ed,  That  the 
^  Army  be  in  future  paid  in  such  manner  tluit  the 
arrears  shall  at  no  time  exceed  two  months. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thatto  snch 
of  the  troops  as  are  or  may  be  employed  on  the 
frontiers,  and  under  such  special  circumstances  as, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States^  may  require  an  augmentation  of  some  parts 
of  their  rations,  the  President  be  authorized  to 
direct  such  augmentation  as  he  may  Judge  neces- 
sary, not  exceeding  four  ounces  oi  bread,  two 
ounces  of  flour,  and  half  a  gill  of  rum  or  whiskey, 
In  addition  to  each  ration,  and  half  b' pint  aC  salt 
to  one  hundred  rations. 

Approved,  June  7, 1791 


An  Act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  the  act 
aapfdementary  to  the  act  for  the  establishment  and 
support  of  Lig^t-hooaes,  Beacons,  Buoys,  and  Public 
Pien. 

BeitenacUd,^c^  That  the  act,  entitled  « An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  establishment 
and  support  of  light-houses,  beacon^  buoys,  and 
public  piers,"  be.  and  tbe  same  is  hereby,  continued 
in  force,  until  tne  first  day  of  July,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  so  far  as  the  same 
provides  for  defraying  the  necessary  expense  of 
supporting  tight-houses,  beacons,  buoya,  and  public 
piers,  and  the  stakeage  of  channels  on  the  sea- 
coast 

Apiwoved,  June  7, 1791. 


An  Act  laying  ■iHitioiial  Dutka  on  Goodi,  Wam,Md 
Merdiandifle,  imported  into  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  from  and  after  the  hit 
day  of  June,  instant,  there  shall  be  levied^  collect- 
ed, and  paidj  upon  the  following  article^  impOTted 
into  tbe  United  States,  in  ahipe  or  vessels  d  tbe 
United  States,  the  several  daties  faereiBafter  mem- 
tionedj  over  and  above  the  duties  now  payable  bf 
law,  viz : 

On  coffee,  clayed  or  Inmp  8agar,per  pound,  oae 

cent. 

On  cocoa,  per  pound,  two  cents. 

On  cheese,  per  pound,  three  cents. 

On  boots,  per  pair,  twenty-^ve  cents. 

On  shoes  and  dippers  for  men  and  women,  and 
on  clogs  and  goloshoet,  per  pair,  five  cents. 

On  shoes  and  slippera  for  children,  pet  pair, 
three  cents. 

On  coal,  per  bushel,  one  half  a  cent 

On  millinery,  ready  made,  artificial  flowen^ 
feathers,  and  other  ornaments  for  women's  head- 
dresses, and  on  dolls,  dressed  and  undressed,  5  pet 
cent,  ad  valorem. 

On  cast,  slit,  and  rolled  iron,  and  generally  on 
all  manufactures  of  iron,  steel,  tin,  pewter,  coppa, 
brass,  or  of  which  either  of  those  metals  is  the  ar- 
ticle of  chief  value,  not  being  otherwise  partien- 
larly  enumemted,  (brass  and  iron  wire,  locks, 
hinges,  hoes,  anvtls,  and  vices,  excepted,)  5  per 
cent,  ad  valorem. 

On  carpets  and  carpetii^,  5  per  cent,  ad  valtnem. 

On  leather,  tanned  or  tawed,  and  generally  afl 
mann&ctnres  of  leather,  or  of  wiuch  leather  is  the 
article  of  chief  value,  not  otherwise  particalariy 
enumerated,  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

On  medicinal  drugs,  except  those  commaiily 
used  in  dying,  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

On  mats  and  floor  cloths,  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

On  hats,  caps,  and  bonnets,  of  every  sort,  5  per 
cent,  ad  valorem. 

On  gloves,  mittens,  stockings,  &ns,  buttons,  and 
buckles,  of  every  kind,  5  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

On  sheathing  and  cartridge  paper,  5  per  ceat 
ad  valorem. 

On  all  powders,  pastes,  ball,  balsams,  ointments, 
oils,  waters,  washes,  tinctures,  essences,  or  otha 
preparations  or  compositions,  eommomy  eaUed 
sweet  teents.  or  odon,  perfumes,  or  cosmetics,  and 
on  all  dentifric^  powders,  or  preparations,  for  the 
teeth  or  gums,  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

On  gold,  silver,  or  plated  wares,  gold  and  silva 
lace,  jewelry,  and  paste  work,  clocu  and  watchei, 
and  the  parts  of  either,  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

On  groceries,  to  wit :  cinnamon,  cloves,  mace, 
nutmegs,  ginger,  aniseed,  currants,  dates,  prunes, 
raisins,  sugar-candy,  oranges,  lemons,  limes,  and 
generally  all  fruits  and  comfits,  olives,  capers, 
pickles  of  every  sort,  oil,  and  mustard  in  flow,  o 
per  cent  ad  valorem. 

On  all  marble,  slate,  or  other  stone,  on  bricks, 
tiles,  tables,  mortars,  and  other  stone,  and  gene- 
rally on  all  glass,  except  window  glass,  and  on  all 
stone  and  earthen  ware,  5  per  cmt.  ad  valorem. 

On  cabinet  wares,  and  all  mann&ctores  of  wood^ 
(HT  of  which  wood  is  die  material  of  chief  teIo^  5 
per  cent  ad  vakvem. 
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On  allmanniactaraof  cotton  or  lineD,  or  of  mtis- 
lins  uf  cotton  and  lioeiij  or  of  which  cotton  or  lioeo 
is  the  material  of  chief  ralne,  being  printed,  stain- 
ed, or  colored,  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

On  carriages,  and  parts  of  cArriages,  4}  per 
cent,  ad  valorem. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enaOed,  That  after 
the  said  last  day  of  June,  instant,  there  shall  be 
laid,  levied,  and  collected,  in  addition  to  the  pre- 
sent duty  thereupon,  a  dnty  of  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  ad  Taltvem  upon  all  ^Mds,  wares,  and  mer- 
chaodise,  which,  if  imported  in  uiips  or  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  are  now  chargeable,  by  law, 
with  a  duty  of  seven  -and  a  half  per  cent  ad  valo- 
rem. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
fourth  aeetidn  ctf*  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  rais- 
ing a  fVirther  sum  of  money  for  the  prcrtectiMi  of 
the  frontiers,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned," whereby  an  additional  duty  of  two  and  a 
half  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  was  laid  upon  certain 
^oods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  be,  and  the  same 
IS  hereby,  continued  in  force,  until  the  first  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  an 
addition  of  ten  per  centnm  shall  be  made  to  the 
several  rates  of  duties,  above  specified  and  im- 
posed, in  respect  to  all  goods,  ware?,  and  merchan- 
dise, which,  after  the  said  last  day  of  June,  instant, 
shall  be  imported  in  ships  or  vesseb  not  of  the 
United  States. 

Sbc.  5.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacted,  That  all 
duties,  which  shall  be  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid, 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  returned  or  dia- 
enarged,  in  respect  to  all  such  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  whereupon  they  shall  have  been  so 
paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid,  as  within  twelve  cal- 
endar months  after  payment  made  or  security 
given,  shall  be  exported  to  any  foreign  port  or  place, 
except  one  per  centum  on  the  amount  of  the  said 
duties,  whicn  shall  be  retained,  as  an  indemnifica- 
tion for  whatever  expense  may  have  accrued  con- 
cerning the  same. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the  act, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for 
the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the 
United  Stetes,  and  on  the  tramaeeaf  ships  or  ves- 
sels," ihall  extend  to,  and  be  inTuU  force  for  the 
collection  of  the  duties  specified  and  laid  in  and 
by  this  act,  and  generally  for  the  execution  there- 
of,  as  fully  and  effectually  as  if  every  reyoktion. 
restriction,  penalty,  provisitm,  clause,  purtter,  and 
thing,  therein  contained,  had  been  herein  re-insert- 
ed and  re-enacted. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  nothing 
in  thisBct  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to,  or  affect 
die  act  entitled  "  An  act  prohibiting  for  a  limited 
time  tne  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition, 
and  encouraging  the  importation  of  the  same." 

-Seo.  8.  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted,  That  this  act 
shall  continue  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, one  thonsand  seren  hundred  and  vinaty-aeren, 
and  no  longer. 

Approved,  June  7, 1791. 


An  Act  caaceaiing  Invalids, 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
War  Department  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directedi  to 
place  upon  the  list  of  invalid  pensioners  of  uw 
United  States  all  persons  who  have  been  returned 
as  such  by  the  Judges  of  the  several  Districts,  un- 
der the  act  of  Congress  of  the  twenty-eighth  of 
February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-three, entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  claims 
to  invalid  pensions,  and  who,  by  legal  proofs,  are 
by  him  found  to  come  clearly  within  the  provi- 
sions of  the  said  act  and  are  reported  as  hiving 
complete  evidence  of  their  claiijis  in  the  report  of 
the  said  Secretary  upon  that  subject,  made  to 
Congress  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  April,  one  thoa- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four ;  and  all  per- 
sons placed,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  on  the  list  of  in- 
valid pensioners,  shall  receive  such  sums  as  the 
returns  of  the. District  Judges  have  respectively 
specified,  and  be  paid  in  the  same  manner  as  iit- 
valid  pensioners  are  paid,  who  have  been  hereto- 
fore placed  on  the  list :  Provided,  That  every 
c<»nmissioned  officer  who  shall,  by  virtue  of  thu 
act,  be  pieced  on  the  pension  list  as  entitled  to  a 
sum  less  than  a  full  pension,  shall  receive  such 
pensioD  only  upon  compliance  with  the  same  rule 
respecting  a  return  of  tjlie  commutation  which  he 
may  have  received,  as  is  provided  for  in  the  case 
of  Captain  David  Cook,  by  an  act  of  Congress, 
passed  December  the  sixteenUi,  one  thoimu 
seven  hunted  and  ninety-one. 
Approved,  Jtme  7, 1794. 

An  Act  lupptementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
promote  tibe  progrem  of  Useful  Arts.** 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c.  That  all  suits,  actions,  pro- 
cess, and  proceedings,  heretofore  had  in  any  Dis- 
trict Court  of  the  United  States,  under  an  act 
passed  the  tenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hunued  and  ninety,  entitled  "An 
act  to  promote  the  progress  of  Useful  Arts,** 
which  may  have  been  set  aside,  suspended,  or 
abated,  by  reason  of  the  repeal  of  the  ^d  act, 
may  be  restored,  at  the  instance  of  the  plaintiff  or 
defendant  within  one  year  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  in  the  said  Courts,  to  the  same 
situation  in  which  they  may  have  been  when 
they  Tere  so  set  aside,  sospended,  or  abated ;  and 
that  the  parties  to  the  said  suits,  actions,  process, 
or  proceedings,  be,  and  iare  hereby  entitled  to  prth 
ceed  in  such  cases  as  if  no  such  repeal  of  the  act 
aforesaid  had  taken  place:  Provided  o^wi^ 
That,  before  any  order  or  proceeding,  other  than 
that  for  continuing  the  same  suits,  alter  the  rein- 
stating thereof,  shall  be  entered  or  had,  the  de- 
fendant or  plaintiff,  as  the  case  m^y  be,  against 
whom  the  same  may  have  been  reinstated,  shafl 
be  brought  into  Court  by  summons,  attachment, 
or  such  other  proceeding,  as  is  used  in  o^er  cases 
for  compelling  the  appearance  of  a  party. 

Approved,  Jtme  7, 1794. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  act,  entidsd  "An  aetteenaUs 
the  Ofieen  and  Saldisn  of  the  ViifiBia  Lins  on 
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lands  \ymg  northwert  of  die  riw  Ohio,  between  the 
Little  Miami  and  Sciota. 

Se  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  all  and  every  officer  and 
soldier  of  the'Viraioia  line  on  Continental  Estab- 
lishment, his  or  their  heirs  or  assigns,  entitled  to 
bounty  lands  on  the  Northwest  side  of  the  river 
Ohio,  between  the  Sciota  and  Little  Miami  rivers, 
by  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  incJuded 
in  the  terms  of  cession  of  the  said  State  to  the 
United  States,  shall,  on  producing  the  warrant,  or 
a  certified  copy  thereof^  and  a  certificate,  under 
the  seal  of  the  office  where  the  said  warrants  are 
legally  kept,  that  the  same  or  a  part  thereof  re- 
mains unsatisfied,  and,  on  prodncing  the  survey, 
agreeably  to  the  laws  of  Virginia,  for  the  tract  or 
tracts  to  which  he  or  they  may  h6  entitled,  as 
aforesaid,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
War,  such  officer  and  soldier,  his  or  their  heirs  or 
assigns,  shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive  a  patent 
for  the  same  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States;  any  thing  in  any  former  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding:  Pr<mded,Thai  no  letters  patent 
shall  be  issued  for  a  greater  quantity  of  land  than 
shall  appear  to  remain  due  on  such  Warrant ;  and 
'  that  beiore  the  seal  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
affixed  to  such  letters  patent,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Department  of  War  shall  have  endorsed  thereon 
that  the  grantee  therein  named,  or  the  person  under 
whom  he  claims,  was  originally  entitled  to  such 
bmmty  lands ;  and  every  such  letters  patent  shall 
be  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and.  a 
minute  of  the  date  thereof  and  the  name  of  the 
grantee  shall  be  entered  of  record  in  his  office,  in 
a  book  to  be  specially  provided  for  that  purpose. 

Approved,  Jane  9, 1794. 

An  Act  dedflring  the  consent  of  Congren  to  an  act  of 
the  State  of  MarylancC  passed  the  twenty-eighth  of 
December,  one  thoosand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three,  for  Ae  appointment  of  a  Healdi  Officer. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  consent  of  Congress 
be,  and  is  hereby  granted  and  declared  to  the  ope- 
ration of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Ma- 
ryland, passed  the  twenty-eighth  of  December, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninetr-three,  en- 
titled "Ad  act  to  a|^int  a  Health  <^er  for  the 
port  of  Baltimore,  m  Baltimore  coimty,**  so  ikr  as 
to  enable  the  State  aforesaid  to  collect  a  duty  of 
one  cent  per  ton  on  all  vessels  coming  into  the 
district  of  Baltiihore  from  a  foreign  voyage,  for 
the  purposes  in  the  said  act  intended. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act 
shall  continue  in  force  to  the  end  of  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  June  9, 1794. 

An  Act  nuking  apj^iipriatkms  for  certain  purposes 
thnein  expreased. 
Beit  auu^ed,  fc.  That  there  be  appropriated 
for  the  several  purposes  hereinafter  specified,  the 
respective  sums  following,  to  wit :  To  defray  the 
expenses  which  shall  be  mcarred  pursuant  to  the 
act,  entitled  <'An  act  to  provide  a  naval  arma- 
ment," sixhundred  and  eufnty-eight  thousand  eight 
hWHfared  and  ei^f-eight  doUm  and  «igjity'two 


cents ;  in  addition  to  the  sum  heretofore  gianW 
for  the  erection  of  fortifications  for  the  protectiia 
of  ports  and '  harbors,  thirty  thousand  dollars ;  fix 
the  payment  of  a  sum  granted  to  Lieutenant 
lonel  Tousard,  In  lieu  of  his  pension  for  life,  thtet 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars;  for  the  paymeDiof 
the  salary  allowed  to  the  c^er  who  shall  be 
pointed  to  superintend  the  receiving,  safe-keep- 
mg,  and  distribution  of  the  military  stores  of  im 
United  States,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  the  skodI 
of  April  last,  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five  dol- 
lars ;  for  the  sautry  of  an  additional  clerk  and  al^ 
fice  rent  in  the  Department  of  State,  foor  hu- 
dred  and  eighty-four  dollars  and  seventy-eigki 
cents ;  for  tlie  payment  and  subsistence  of  Capttii 
John  Inglis,  of  the  North  Carolina  line,  one  hun- 
dred and  eight  dollars  and  ninety-one  cents;  to 
defray  the  further  contingent  expenses  of  tbc 
House  of  Representatives,  authorized  durmg  tie 
present  session,  one  thousand  dollars ;  for  the  stt- 
vice  of  the  War  Department,  in  addition  to  the 
sums  heretofore  appropriated,  the  sums  fidlowitt 
to  wit :  to  defray  the  expense  of  a  corps  of  Atiif 
lerists  and  Engineers,  estabOdied  dnnngthepR- 
sent  session,  sixty-six  thonsand  four  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  dollars  and  eighty-«even  cents;  fo( 
the  further  protection  and  defence  of  the  Soaib- 
western  frontier,  two  hundred  thousand  doUan; 
for  the  purp(^es  of  the  act  directing  a  detaehmeol 
from  the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  two  hnii- 
dred  thousand  doljars ;  for  the  equipment  ef  gsl- 
,  leys  or  other  vessels,  pursuant  to  an  act  the  pre- 
sent session,  eighty  thousand  dollars;  for  the  ex- 
pense of  additional  clerk-hire  in  the  Department 
of  War,  sev^a  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  \  for  it 
fraying  the  contingent  expenses  of  GoTemmenL 
to  be  applied  under  the  direction  of  the  Prcsidenl 
of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  regnlatiou 
and  provisions  provided  in  respect  of  a  som  o 
ten  tnousaod  dollars  heretofore  appropriited  fv 
the  like  purpose,  twenty  thousand  doHarsiaHUMUt- 
ing,  in  the  whole,  to  one  million  two  hondred  ud 
ninety-two  thonsand  one  hundred  and  tbirtr- 
seven  dollars  and  thirty-eight  cents;  which  sere- 
ral  sums  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
revenues  as  shall  have  been  provided  during  the 
present  session  of  Congress. 
■  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  be  empowered  to  bor 
row,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  of  the  &m 
of  the  United  States,  (which  is  hereby  authoriiM 
to  lend  the  same,)  or  of  any  other  body  or  bodio 
politic,  person  or  petsons,  any  sum  not  «ce^ine 
u  the  whole  one  million  of  dollars,  to  be  appliw 
to  the  purposes  aforesai^  and  to  be  reimh^oL 
as  well  interest  as  principal,  out  of  the  pnew 
of  the  said  revenues. 

Sec.  3.  Provided  aiwav$,  and  be 
acted,  That  there  shall  oe  reserved,  oat  oftw 
proceeds  of  the  said  revenues,  a  sum  suffie>e>><'<' 
pay  the  interest  of  wluttever  moneys  may  be  »*■ 
rowed  pursuant  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  mail- 
ing further  provision  for  the  expenses  aiteudin? 
the  intercourse  of  the  United  States  with  fonrp 
nations;"  and  further  to  continue  in  force  the 
entitled  "  An  act  providing  the  means  of  uf^' 
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coone  between  the  United  States  -and  foreign 
nattoDs}"  and  such  sum  is  hereby  pledged  and  ap- 
propriated for  that  purpose,  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  contract  or  contracts  which  shall  or  may 
be  made  concerning  the  said  moneys.  And  the 
feith  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  pledged  to 
make  such  farther  provision  therefor  as  may  .be 
necessary. 
Approved,  June  9, 1794. 


An  Act  making  certain  alterations  in  the  act  for  estab- 
liihing  the  Judicial  Couits,  and  altering  the  time  and 
^ace  of  hfdding  oertam  Courts. 

B^italae^ed,  ^c,  That  theBistrict  Judges  of  the 
United  States  be  authorized  to  appoint  a  commis- 
sioner or  commissioners,  before  whom  appraisers 
of  ships  or  vessels,  or  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, seized  for  breaches  of  any  law  of  the  United 
States,  may  be  sworn  or  affirmed ;  and  that  such 
qualifications  made  before  such  commissioner  or 
commissioners  shall  be,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
as  effectual  as  if  the  same  were  taken  before  the 
said  Judges  in  open  Court.  V 

Sbo.  2.  AJid  be  it  fuHher  enacted,  Tifet  the 
stated  terms  of  the  District  Courts  of  Massachu- 
setts, Pennsylvania,  and  Georgia^  be  changed,  and 
that  in  future  the  said  Courts  in  Massachusetts 
shall  be  held  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  March,  the 
fourth  Tuesday  in  June,  the  second  Tuesday  in 
September,  and  the  first  Tuesday  in  December. 
In  Pennsylvania,  on  the  third  Mondays  iu  Febru- 
ary, May,  August,  and  November.  And  in  Geor- 
gia, at  the  times  and  places  following :  In  the  City 
of  Savannah  on  the  second  Tuesdays  in  February, 
May,  and  August ;  and  in  Augusta  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  November.  And  that  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  District  of  Delaware  hereafter  com- 
mence on  the  second  Monday  in  Juhe,  instead  of 
the  twenty-seventh  daj  of  April — any  law  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it Jurther  enacted.  That  the  State 
of  North  Carolina  shall  be  divided  into  three  dis- 
tricts, in  which  the  District  Court  of  the  said  State 
shall  be  held  at  such  times  and  places  as  are  alrei^y 
ascertained  by  law,  that  is  to  say :  the  District  m 
Wilmington  to  include  all  the  counties  of  the  State 
disttricts  of  Morgan,  Salisbury,  Fayetteville,  and 
Wilmin^on;  the  district  of  Newbern  to  include 
all  the  counties  of  the  State  districts  of  Hillsbo- 
roiwh,  Halifax,  and  Newbern;  and  EdenTon  to 
include  all  the  counties  of  the  district  of^  Eden- 
ton  :  and  that  all  process,  pleas,  actions^  suits,  and 
other  proceedings,  originating  in  the  districts,  re- 
spec  tively,  shall  DC  returnable  to  the  session  of  said 
uourt^to  ne  held  at  the  place  directed  bylaw,  within 
the  same  district  where  the  cause  coounenced,  and 
there  to  be  kept,  with  the  record  thereof,  until  the 
Snal  end  and  determination  of  the  same.  And,  to 
the  end  that  suitors,  witnesses,  and  all  others  con- 
cerned, toay  hare  notice  of  this  alteration  in  the 
mid  Cotirts,  the  Marshal  of  the  said  district  of 
Morth  Carolina  is  hereby  required  to  make  the 
ame  known,  by  proclamation,  on  or  before  the 
irst  day  of  August  next. 
Sbc.  4.  And  be  U  Jurther  enacted,  That  any 


person  living  within  either  of  the  districts  afore- 
said, who  hereafter  shall  be  arrested  by  virtue  of 
process  issuing  out  of  the  Court  of  either  of  the 
said  districts  other  than  that  in  which  he  shall  so 
reside,  shall  be  discharged  therefrom,  on  his  enter- 
ing his  appearance  and  giving  bail  to  the  action 
in  the  Court  of  the  district  in  which  he  shall  so 
reside,  in  like  manner,  and  to  the  like  efiect,  as  if 
the  said  process  had  originally  been  issued  out  of 
the  Court  within  the  said  last-mentioned  district. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  all  pro- 
cess, actions,  pleas,  suits,  and  other  proceedings, 
which  have  been  commenced  and  returned  4o  the 
separate  several  sessions  of  the  District  Court,  at 
such  places  appointed  by  law  for  holding  thereof, 
shall  De  tried  at  the  place  in  each  distnct  where 
the  same  were  first  made  returnable. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  juHher  enacted,  That  the  Clerk 
of  the  said  District  Court  shall,  at  each  of  the  places 
aforesaid,  keep  a  distinct  docket  and  record  of  such 
business,  returnable  as  aforesaid,  or  which  may  be 
returned  to  the  session  to  be  held  at  the  said  places, 
respectively,  at  which  places  of  return  the  said 
bnsmess  shall  be  finally  heud  and  determined  as 
aforesaid. 

Sec  7.  Jnd  be  it  further  enaOed,  That  so  much 
of  the  act  to  estabu^  the  Judicial  Coorls  of  Uie 
Uni  ted  States  as  is  or  may  be  construed  to  require 
the  attendance  of  the  Marshals  of  all  the  districts 
at  the  Supreme  Court,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed ;  and  thstt  the  said  Court  shall  be 
attenaed  during  its  session  by  the  Marshal  of  the 
district  only  in  which  the  Court  shall  sit,  unless 
the  attendance  of  the  Marshals  of  other  districts 
shall  be  required  by  special  order  of  the  said  Court. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  September  next,  the  Dis- 
trict Court  for  the  State  of  Kentucky  shall  be  held 
in  the  town  of  Frankfort — anything  in  any  former 
act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved,  June  9, 1794. 

An  Act  ltfru>S  i)nties  on  pn^wrty  aidd  at  andini. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  from  And  after  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  September  hext,  there  shall  be  levied, 
collected,  and  naid,  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  upon  all  sales  by  way  of  auction,  as  herein- 
after described,  which  shall  be  made  within  the 
United  States,  the  respective  rates  and  duties  fol- 
lowing, to  wit :  The  sum  of  one-fourth  part  of  a 
dollar  for  every  hundred  dollars  of  the  purchase 
money  arising  by  sale  at  auctioD.  of  any  interest, 
right,  or  estate,  in  any  lands^  tenements,  or  heredi- 
taments, and  of  any  utensils  in  husl^dry  and 
farming  stock,  ships  and  vessels,  and  the  sum  of 
one-half  of  a  dollar,  for  every  hundred  dollars  of 
the  purchase  money,  arising  by  sale  at  auction,  of 
all  other  goods,  chatties,  rights,  and  credits  what- 
soever, and  at  the  same  rate  for  any  greater  or 
lesser  sum,  except  as  hereinafter  excepted :  The 
said  respective  rates  and  duties  to  be  paid  by  the 
auctioneer  or  person  making  such  sales  at  auction, 
out  of  the  moneys  arising  from  each  and  every 
such  sale :  Provwd,  alwaye.  That  nothing  in  this 
act  contained  shall  extend  to  any  sale  or  sales  by. 
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auctioD,  of  estates,  goods,  or  effects,  made  pursu- 
aot  to,  or  in  execution  oL  aoy  rule,  order,  decree, 
sentence,  or  judgment,  of  any  Court  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  eitHer  of  them;  or  made  in  virtue,  or 
by  force  of  any  distress  for  rent,  or  other  cause,  for 
which  a  distress  is  allowed  by  law ;  or  made  in 
consequence  of  any  bankruptcy,  or  insolvency, 
pursuant  to  any  law  concerning  bankruptcies  or 
msolreacies ;  or  made  in  consequence  of  any  gene- 
ral assignment  of  property  and  effects,  for  the 
benefit  of  creditors ;  or  made  by  or  on  behalf  of 
executors  or  administrators;  or  made  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  land,  upon  the  land  where  such  pro- 
duce was  raised ;  or  made  of  any  farming  utec- 
sils,  stock,  or  household  furniture,  by  persons  re- 
moving from  the  place  of  their  former  residence, 
where  the  amount  of  each  sale  of  such  farming 
utensils,  stock,  or  household  furniture,  shall  not 
exceed  two  hundred  dollars ;  or  made  pursuant  to 
'  the  directions  of  any  law  of  the  United  States,  or 
of  either  of  them,  touching  the  collection  of  any 
tax  or  duty ;  or  disposal  by  auction  of  public  pro- 
perty of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  State  ;  nor 
to  any  such  sale  or  sales  by  auction  of  ships,  their 
tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  or  the  cargoes 
thereof,  which  shall  be  wrecked  or  stranded  within 
the  United  States,  and  sold  for  the  benefit.of  the 
insurers  or  proprietors  thereof. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  macted,  That  Jio  per- 
son, after  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  September  next, 
shall  exercise  the  trade  or  bu'^ness  of  an  auc- 
tioneer, by  the  selling  of  any  estates,  goods  or  ef- 
fects whatsoever  br  auction,  or  any  other  mode' 
of  sale,  whereby  the  best  or  highest  bidder  is 
deemed  to  be  toe  purchaser,  unless  such  person 
shall  have  a  license,  or  other  special  authority, 
continuing  in  force  pursuant  to  some  law  of  a 
State,  or  issued  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  this 
act,  on  pain  of  forfeiting,  for  every  such  sale  at 
auction,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars,  together 
with  the  sums  or  duties  payable  by  this  act  upon 
the  estates,  goods,  or  effects  so  sold :  Frovidedf 
Aoweoer,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  require  a  license  for  the  sale  at  anc- 
tioii  of  any  estate,  goods,  chatties,  or  other  thing, 
which  by  this  act  are  exempted  from  duty. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  every 
persoo,  who,  before  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  Sep- 
tember next,  shall  have  a  license  or  special  au- 
thority, pursuant  to  any  law  of  any  Stat^  for  ex- 
ercising the  said  trade  or  business  of  an  auc- 
tioneer, shall,  before  or  upon  the  said  day,  and 
every  person,  who^  after  the  said  day,  shall  have 
such  special  license  or  authority,  shall,  within 
thirty  days  after  the  obtaining  or  receivitig  of  the 
same,  give  notice  thereof  in  writing,  under  his 
hand,  to  the  office  of  inspector  nearest  to  the  place 
where  he  shall  carry  on  or  intend  to  carry  od  the 
said  trade  or  business  ol  an  auctioneer,  specifying 
in  such  notice  the  date  or  commencement  of  such 
license,  or  other  special  authority,  the  term  for 
which  the  same  was  granted  or  given,  by  whom, 
and  by  what  law  of  a  State,  the  same  was  granted 
or  given;  and  shall  also  give  bond  to  the  United 
States,  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  fire  hundred 
dollar^  to  be  taken  by  the  officer,  at  whose  office 


the  notice  aforesaid  shall  be  given,  with  woMtn 
that  he  will,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  AuiL 
July^  and  October,  in  each  jear,  while  bt  iwl 
continue  to  exercise  the  said  trade  or  bosino^ 
render  to  the  person  or  persons,  who,  on  behalf  of 
the  IJnited  States,  shall  be  authorized  to  recnn 
the  same,  a  true  and  particular  account  in  vhtiiig. 
of  the  moneys  or  sums,  for  which  any  estates, 
goods,  or  effects,  have  been  sold,  at  every  sale  at 
auction  fay  him  made,  and  of  the  several  articles, 
lots  and  parcels,  which  shall  have  been  sold,  tbe 
price  of  eadi  article,  lot,  or  parcel,  in  every  sod 
sale,  by  whom  bought,  that  is  to  say :  6r«t  fnn 
the  date  of  such  bond,  until  such  of  the  aforeaid 
days,  as  shoU  accrue  next  thereafter,  and  thaee- 
forth  from  the  day  to  which  an  account 
have  been  last  reiulered,  tmtil  such  of  die  siii 
days,  as  shall  next  thereaAer  ensue,  and  so  a 
in  succession,  from  one  of  the  said  days  to  mo- 
ther, 50  long  as  he  shall  continue  to  exercise  bit 
said  trade  or  business,  and,  also,  shall  pay  all  sock 
sums  of  money  as  shall  be  due  to  the  United  Sui& 
upon  the  said  sales,  according  to  the  true  ioieBi 
and  meaning  of  this  act ;  which  sums  he  is  hetcbj 
authorized  and  directed  to  retain,  but  of  ihe  pro- 
duce of  each  .sale  made  as  aforesaid.  And  a  like 
notice  and  bond  shall  be  given  in  like  maDQeT^v 
often  as  any  such  license,  or  special  authorities, 
shall  have  expired  and  been  renewed.  And  if 
any  person  shall,  after  the  said  thirtieth  day  of 
September  next^-  by  virtue  or  color  of  any  sud 
license,  or  special  authority,  as  aforesaid,  malt 
any  sale  or  sales  at  auction,  without  baving  given 
bond,  as  aforesaid,  within  the  time  for  tut  poi- 
pose  prescribed,  or  without  renewing  such  bond 
upon  the  expiration  and  renewal  m  any  suea 
license,  or  special  authority,  he  shall  forfeit «m 
pay,  fur  every  such  sale  by  nim  made,  the  somof 
four  hundrea  dollars,  together  with  tbesuDtor 
duties  payable  by  this  act,  upui  the  estates,  goon 
or  effects,  so  sold. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  ibt 
several  supervisors  of  the  revenue  may,  wiuw 
their  respective  districts,  and  upon  request  of  mi 
person  or  persons  desirous  thereof,  shall  giao' 
licenses,  without  fee  or  reward, for  a  term  note* 
ceeding  one  year,  at  one  lime,  to  exercise  the  tia« 
or  busmess  of  an  auctioneer ;  and  such  licenset 
upon  like  request,  may,  and  shall,  from  time  w 
time,  renew :  Prcmded,  That  no  such  licemea^ 
be  granted  or  renewed  until  the  person  or  pn«>v 
requesting  the  same  shall  have  oecome  boond  to 
the  IJnited  State&  with  one  or  more  sureties,  u 
the  satisfaction  of  the  su^rvisor,  of  whoms«» 
license  shall  be  requested,  in  the  sum  of  one  itoo" 
sand  five  hundred  dollars,  with  like  condition « 
is  hereinbefore  prestiribed  for  persons  h**^ 
licenses  by  virtue  of  some  law  of  a  State:  iw 
provided  further.  That  no  such  license  shall  w 
granted  to  carry  on  the  said  trade  or  business,  i> 
any  city,  town^  or  county,  of  any  State,  in  '^Pj 
to  which  provision  hath  been  made  by  any  li^^ 
such  State,  for  the  allowing  and  regtuating  o!'*' 
said  trade  and  business  therein. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted,  That 
pers<»i  who  shall  have  a  license  from  a  snper*" 
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of  the  rerenue,  contioaiDg  in  force,  shall  and  may 
retaia,  in  onler  to  the  paymeat  of  the  duties  hereby 
imposed,  all  sach  sum  and  sums  of  money  as  shall 
be  doe  aod  payable  upoo  any  estates,  goods,  or  ef- 
fect^ by  him  sold  at  auction,  as  aforesaid,  accord- 
iiiff  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act. 

Sbo.  6.  Andtmitjurtherenat^ed^  That  the  ac- 
coimts  to  be  rendered,  and  the  duties  to  be  from 
time  to  time  paid  as  atOTesaid,  by  any  auctioneer, 
shall  be  rendered  and  paid  to  the  inspector  of  the 
revenue,  within  whose  survey  such  auctioneer 
shall  exercise  his  said  trade  or  busmess,  or  to  his 
deputy  duly  appointed  under  his  hand  and  seal, 
and  such  auctioneer  shall  make  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief,  to  the  truth  of  every  account  which  he 
shall  render  before  the  officer  or  person  to  whom 
such  account  shall  be  rendered,  and  who  is  hereby 
aalhorized  to  administer  the  said  oath  or  affirma- 
tion; in  default  of  which  such  account  shall  not 
be  deemed  to  be  duly  rendered,  according  to  the 
eondition  o  f  the  bond  of  such  auctioneer.  And  to 
the  end  that  such  accounts  may  be  accurately 
kept  and  rendered,  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of 
every  aoetioneer  to  enter,  from  day  to  day,  as  of- 
ten  as  anjr  sale  shall  be  made,  in  a  booic,  or  on  a 
paper  to  be  kept  by  him  for  that  purpose,  the 
amount  and  particuurs  of  the  respective  sales  by 
him  made  ;  which  botrfi  or  paper  shall,  at  all  rea- 
sonable times,  upon  request  made,  be  submitted 
for  examiuation  to  the  officer  of  inspection,  within 
whose  survey  or  division  such  auctioneer  shall 
be,  on  pain  of  forfeiting,  for  every  refusal  to  com- 
ply with  such  request,  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
dollars. 

Sbo.  7.  Aitd  be  it  Jhrther  enacted,  That  if  it 
shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  supervisor, 
within  whose  district  he  shall  be,  that  an  auc- 
tioneer hath  acted  agreeably  to  the  condition  of 
the  bond  which  he  shall  have  given,  and  to  the  di- 
rections of  this  act,  during  the  time  to  which  his 
said  bond  shall  relate,  the  same  having  expired, 
then,  and  in  every  such  case,  die  said  supervisor 
cause  such  bond  to  be  tietivered  up;  but  in 
ease  no  such  vcconnt  shall  be  delivered,  a^  herein- 
before mentioned,  or  if  it  shall  appear,  that  any 
such  account  was  not  truly  made,  or  that  the  party 
hath  ac^  in  any  other  respect  contrary  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  nis  bond  and  of  this 
act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  supervisor  of  the 
revenue  to  cause  sucfi  bond  to  be  prosecuted  ac- 
cording to  law,  and  in  case  of  a  verdict  or  judg- 
ment against  the  defendant,  he  shall  afterward, 
upoQ  every  sale  by  him  of  any  estates,  goods,  or 
effects,  at  auction,  be  liable  to  all  the  penalties, 
which  may  be  incurred  by  this  act,  f«  acting  as 
an  auctioneer  without  license. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  Jiirther  ettacted,  That  if  any 
sale  at  auction  of  any  lands,  tenements,  or  heredi- 
taments, shall  he,  or  become  void,  by  reason  of  de- 
fect of  title,  tlie  supervisor  of  the  revenue,  within 
whose  district  such  sale  shall  be,  is  hereby  author- 
ized and  re()Liired,  upon  due  and  sufficient  proof  of 
such  sale  being  or  becoming  void,  for  the  reason 
aforesaid,  to  cause  to  be  remitted  the  duty  or  duties 
thereupon  otherwise  payable  according  to  this  act 
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Sbc,  9.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  every 
auctioneer,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  duties  which 
he  shall  retain  and  pay  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  al- 
lowed a  commission  of  one  per  centum,  upon  the 
amount  thereof,  for  his  trouble  in  and  about  the 
same. 

Seo.  10.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lewfUI  for  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  he  is  hereby  emfiowered,  to  make  such  allow- 
ances for  compensations  to  toe  ^cers  of  inspecT 
tion  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  duties  afore- 
said, and  for  incidental  exiwnses,  as  be  shall  judge 
reasonable,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  two  and  a 
half  per  centum  of  the  total  amount  of  the  said 
duties  collected. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  shall  wilfully  swear  or  affirm  falsely,  touch- 
ing any  matter  hereinbefore  required  to  be  veri- 
fied by  oath  or  affirmation,  he  shall  suffer  the 
pains  and  penalties  which,  by  law,  are  prescribed 
for  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury  ;  and,  if  an  officer, 
shall  forfeit  his  uflice,  and  he  incapable  of  after- 
wards holding  any  office  under  the  United  States. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  Jiaiher  eneuOed,  That  all 
fiues,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  which  shall  be  in- 
curred  by  force  of  this  act,  shall  and  may  be  sued 
for  and  recovered,  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  supervisor  of  the  revenue,  within 
whose  district  any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture, 
shall  have  been  incurred,  by  bill,  plaint,  or  in- 
formation ;  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to 
the  use  of  the  person,  who,  if  an  officer  of  inspec- 
tion, shall  first  discover,  if  other  than  an  officer  of 
inspection,  shall  first  inform  of  the  cause,  matter, 
or  thing,  whereby  any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  for- 
feiture, shall  have  been  incurred.  And  where  the 
cause  of  action  or  complaint  shall  arise  or  accrue 
more  than  fifty  miles  distant  from  the  nearest 
place  by  law  established  for  the  holding  of  a  Dis- 
trict Court,  within  the  district  in  which  the  same 
shall  arise  or  accrue,  such  suit  and  recovery  may 
be  had  before  ftny  Court  of  the  State,  holden 
within  the  said  district,  having  jurisdiction  in 
like  cases. 

Sec  13.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  term  of 
two  years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  CoM;ress,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  June  9, 1794. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

Beaolved,  by  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  jRepre- 
sentative*  of  the  United  Stales  of  America  in  Om- 
greas  assembled.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  authorized  to  employ,  as  despatch-boats, 
such  of  the  revenue  cutters  of  the  United  States, 
as  the  public  exigencies  may  require. 

Approved,  March  80, 1794. 


Resolved,  f  c,  That  an  embareo  be  laid  on  all 
ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
whether  already  cleared  out,  or  not,  bound  to  any 
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foieiffH  port  or  place,  for  the  term  of  thirty  days ; 
and  that  do  clearances  be  furnished,  during  that 
time,  to  any  ship  or  vessel  bound  to  suca  for- 
eign port  or  place,  except  ships  or  vessels  un- 
der the  immeaiate  direction  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States :  And  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  authorized  to  sive  such  instrac- 
tions  to  the  rereuue  officers  of  the  United  States, 
as  shall  appear  best  adapted  for  carrying  the  said 
xeaolution  into  full  effect. 
'  Approved,  March  26. 1794. 


Jiesolved,  ^c,  That,  during  the  continuance  of 
the  present  embiargo,  no  registered  vessel,  having 
on  board  goods,  wares,  or  mechandis&  shtul  be  ar- 
lowed  to  depart  from  one  port  of  the  United  States 
to  any  other  port  within  the  same,  unless  the  mas- 
ter, owner,  consignee,  or  factor,  shall  first  give 
bond  with  one  or  more  sureties  to  the  Collector  of 
the  district  from  which  she  is  about  to  depart,  in  a 
sum  of  double  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo, 
that  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchaadise,  shall 
be  relanded  in  some  port  of  the  United  States; 
which  bood,  and  also  a  certificate  from  the  Col- 
lector of  the  district,  where  the  same  may  be  re- 
landed,  shall,  by  the  Cdleetors,  respectively,  be 
transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
That  the  several  Collectors  be  prohibited  from 
panting  a  clearance  to  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel, 
m  any  case  whatever,  during  the  continuance  of 
the  present  embargo  ;  and  all  armed  vc&acls.  jftos- 
sessiog  public  commissions  from  any  foreign 
Power,  (letters  of  marque  excepted,)  are  to  be  con- 
sidered as  not  liable  to  the  embargo. 

Approved,  April  2, 1794. 


Resolved,  ^c.  That  the  present  embargo  be  con- 
tinued, and  erery  regulation  conceming  the  same, 
shall  be  in  full  force  until  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
Mar  next. 

Approved,  April  18, 1794. 


Jiesolved,  fc,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  authorized  to  direct  clearances  to  be 
granted  to  any  ships  or  vessels  belonging  tocitizens 
of  the  United  States,  which  are  now  loaded,  bound 
from  any  port  in  tlie  United  States,  for  any  port 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  any  thing  in  the 
resolution  for  laying  the  embargo,  to  the  contnuT 
notwithstanding :  Provided,  Tlut,  before  the  Col- 
lector of  either  of  thedistrictsofthe  United  State?, 
slwll  grant  clearances,  or  any  such  vessel  shall  saU, 
theowners  thereof  shall  give  sufficient  security,  to 
Uie  satisfaction  of  sneh  Cc^eetor,  that  she  shall 
not  unlade  her  car^,  or  any  part  thereof,  at  any 
port  or  place,  previous  to  her  arrival  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope. 

Approved.  May  7,  1794. 


JRuolved,  ^c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Dmrt- 
ment  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directn  U 
make  out  an  exact  list  of  the  names  ot  eiek  po- 
son,  returned  to  him,  as  invalid  petksioners,  by  ilie 
Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United  Stiia . 
(signing  themselves  as  Commissioners,)  undnthe 
act  of  Congress,  passed  the  twent|r-third  of  Mud 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  cui- 
tled  "  Anacttoprovideforthesettlemeutofdsiw 
of  widows  and  orphans,  barred  by  the  limtlstkM 
heretofore  estaUisned,  and  to  regulate  the  dtiai 
to  invalid  pensions,"  and  return  to  the  Judge  rf 
each  district  one  copy  of  such  list,  stati&g  put 
cularly  the  district  from  which  each  perscm  m 
returned,  and  that  all  are  by  Congress  directed  H 
to  be  entered  on  the  pension  List.  And  tbeoii 
Secretary  is  further  directed  to  return  to  <aek 
District  Judge  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  sneb  p» 
sons  as  have  been  returned  as  invalid  penaoam 
by  the  District  Judges,  under  the  act  of  Congm. 
passed  the  twenty-eighth  of  February,  one  iboi- 
sand  seven  himdred  and  ninety-three,  entitled  ''ii 
act  to  regulate  claims  to  invaud  DenaoDs;"di9(n- 
g^ishing  those  who  hare  been  {uaecd  on  the  m- 
sion  list,  and  those  who  haTe  not  been  pbteMfli 
the  same,  by  reason  of  their  testimony  being  i^ 
complete,  stating,  particularly,  the  legal  reqaiak 
or  requisites  wanting  in  the  evidence  of  eidi; 
and  naming  such  of  them  whose  evidence  of  leK- 
ing  service  is  not  lodged  in  his  office.  And  tk 
Judges  of  the  several  District  Courts,  upoa  rectal 
of  the  above  described  lists  and  statements,  fha 
the  SecEf  tary  for  the  Department  of  War,  ut 
hereby  directed  forthwith  to  publish  the  same,  n 
ooe  or  more  of  the  newspapers  published  in  thar 
respective  districts,  addiuj^  to  such  pablieaiioi  , 
time  when  the  act  regulating  the  cuumstoiBiali'  I 
pensions  expires.  I 

Approved,  June  9, 1794.  | 

Retohed,  fc^  That  it  shall  be  the  daty  of  ik  | 
respective  Clerks  of  the  several  District  Coorti  a 
the  United  States,  to  return  true  copies  of  ^  i 
tables  of  feet  payaUe  in  the  Supreme  or  Saperia  I 
Courts  of  the  State  in  which  such  CleA  tmkx  i 
to  the  Attorney  Oeneral  of  the  United  Sutes.*  | 
or  before  the  fiikh  day  ot  December  next 

Approved,  June  9, 1794.  -  j 


Resolved,  fc.  That  the  following  article  be  pn^ 
posed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  Sutf^  ^ 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Voivi 
States;  which  when  ratified  by  three^ooitlu  a 
the  said  Le|;islatures  shall  be  valid  as  a  part  of « 
said  Constitution,  viz: 

The  judicial  power  of  the  United  Sutes,  sbil 
not  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  suit  in  la*", 
equity,  commenced  or  prosecuted  against  oneo! 
the  United  States  by  citizens  of  another  Satt 
or  by  citizens  or  subjects  of  any  fbreign  Su>e- 
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An  Act  to  authorixe  the  PreoidaDt  to  call  ont  and  sta- 
tion a  corps  of  Militia  in  the  four  Western  coimtiee  of 
Panniylvania  ibr  a  limited  time. 

Bi  it  enacted  bu  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
tentatives  of  tJu  Chited  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  That  a  force  not  exceeding  two 
thoastnd  five  hundred  Don-eommissioDed  officers, 
mnsiciatu,  and  privates,  to  be  composed  ot  the  mili- 
tia of  the  United  States,  be  called  forth  and  sta- 
titmed  in  the  fonr  Western  eoanttes  of  Peonsylva* 
nia,  if.  in  the  judgment  ot  the  President,  the  same 
shall  be  deemed  necessary  to  suppress  unlawful 
combinations,  and  to  cause  the  laws  to  be  duly 
executed :  Provided,  That  the  term  of  service  of 
any  one  ^aota  of  the  militia  to  be  called  into  ac- 
tual service,  pursuant  to  this  act,  shall  not  exceed 
three  months  after  they  shall  have  arrived  at  the 
place  of  rendezvous. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  ettacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by authorized,  if,  in  his  judgment,  it  should  be 
deemed  expedient,  to  direct  voluntary  enlistments 
of  any  of  tbe  militia  of  the  United  States,  in  lieu 
of  all  or  any  pan  of  the  force  herein  authorized  to 
be  caUed  forth,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  for  a 
term  of  service  not  ezceedmg  thirty  days  af^er 
the  commL'Kcement  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress. 

FREDERICK  A.  MUHLENBERG, 
Speaker  qf  the  Bouse  of  S^msentatives. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
Vice  Fretidentofthe  United  States. 

and  President  of  the  Senate, 
Approved,  November  9, 1794. 

G.  WASHINGTON, 
President  of  the  United  States. 


An  Act  extending  the  privilegs  of  franking  to  James 
White,  the  Delegate  from  the  Terrttoty  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  South  of  the  river  OhiOk  and  mding  pro- 
vision for  bis  eompenaatioiu 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  James  White  the  Del- 
egate to  Congress  from  the  Territory  ol  the  Unit- 
ed^tates  South  of  the  river  Ohio,  be  entitled  to 
the  privilege  of  sending  and  receiving  letters  free 
of  postage,  on  the  same  tenns  and  under  the  same 
restrictions  as  are  provided  for  the  members  of  the 
Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  by  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  to 
establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the 
United  States." 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
f^aid  James  White  shall  receive  for  bin  traveling 
expetises  and  attendance  in  Congress  the  same 
compensation  as  is  or  may  be  allowed  by  law  to 
the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  Slates,  to  be  certified  and  paid  in  like 
manner. 

Approved.  December  3. 1794. 


An  Act  to  amend  and  explain  the  twenty-second  sec- 
tion of  "  the  Act  establishing  the  Judicial  Courts  of 
the  United  SUtes." 

Whereas,  by  the  twenty-second  section  of  tbe 
act,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  establish  tbe  Judicial 
Courts  of  the  United  States,"  it  is  provided  that 
"Every  Justice  or  Judge  signing  a  citatimionany 
writ  (H  error,  shall  taCe  gooA  suud  sufficient  seou- 
rity^  that  the  plaintiff  in  error  shall  prosecute  bis 
writ  to  effect,  and  answer  all  damages  and  costs, 
if  he  iail  to  make  his  plea  good*"  And  whereas' 
doubts  have  arisen  as  to  the  extent  of  the  securi- 
ty to  be  required  in  certain  eases : 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  security  to  be  re- 
quired and  taken  on  the  signing  of  a  citation  on 
any  writ  of  error,  which  shall  not  be  a  supersedeas 
and  stay  execution,  shall  be  only  to  such  an 
amount,  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Justice  or  Judge 
taking  the  same,  shall  be  sufficient  to  answer  all 
such  costs  as,  upon  an  affirmance  of  the  judgment 
or  decree,  may  be  adjudged  or  decreed  to  the  re- 
spondent in  error. 

Approved,  December  12,  1794. 


An  Act  aathortxing  a  Loan  of  two  miOion  of  dollars. 

Be  it  BTiacted,  ^c,  That  the  President  of  tbe 
United  Slates  be  empowered  to  borrow,  on  behalf 
of  tbe  United  States,  any  sum  not  exceeding  two 
million  of  dollars,  at  an  interest  not  exceeding  five 
per  cent,  per  annum,  reimbursable  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  United  States  to  be  applied  to  such  public 
purposes  as  are  authorized  by  lav,  and  to  be  re- 
paid out  of  the  duties  on  impost  and  tonnage,  to 
the  end  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-five. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it further  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  said  Bank  hereby  is  authorized  and  empower- 
ed to  loan  the  said  simi,  or  any  part  thereof. 

Approved,  December  16, 1794. 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  BstabUshment  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  handred  and  ninety-five,  and  for  the  expenses 
of  the  Militb  lately  called  into  the  aernce  of  die  Unit- 
ed States. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  there  be  appropriated 
for  the  pay,  subsistence,  forage,  and  other  expenses 
attending  the  militia  in  their  late  ex[>edition  to 
the  Western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  one  million  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollara 
and  one  cent ;  that  is  to  say — For  the  pay.  sub- 
sistence, and  forage  of  the  ||eneral  stafi",  eigoteen 
thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars  and 
thirty-four  cents :  For  the  pay,  subsistence,  and 
forage  of  the  militia  of  New  Jersey,  eighty-eight 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars  and 
twenty-five  cents :  For  the  pay,  subsistence,  and 
forage  of  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania,  two  hundred 
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and  teo  thousand  eight  hundred  and  serenty-five 
dollars  and  thirty  cents:  For  the  pay,  subsistence, 
and  forage  of  the  militia  of  Maryland,  fifty-eight 
thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  and  ninety- 
ODe  cents:  For  the  pay,  subsistence,  and  forage  of 
the  militia  of  Virginia,  one  hundred  aud  seventy- 
Are  thoiuaiid'ana  seven  dollars  and  five  cents: 
Vot  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  artificers  and  dri- 
vers of  ordnance,  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-four  dollars :  For  the  pay  and  subsistence 
of  ihe  cavalry  of  Virj^inia,  twenty-two  thousand 
three  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars  and  six- 
teen cents:  For  clothing,  eighty-three  thousand 
one  hundred  end  forty  dollars ;  For  camp  equipage, 
twentV'eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seven- 
teen dollars :  For  hospital  stores,  two  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  dollars:  For  military 
stores.  thirty>four  thousand  one  hundred  dollars: 
For  toe  quartermaster's  and  paymaster's  depart- 
ments, three  hundred  and  sixty-three  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars:  For  forage  for  the  cavalry, 
thirty-three  thonsand  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  sum 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  be 
aTOTO]^iated  towards  defraying  the  expense  of  the 
Military  Establishment,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety<five. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacted,  That  the  se- 
veral sums  of  money  aforesaid  shall  be  paid  and 
discharged  out  of  the  funds  following,  to  wit: 
First.  The  balance  which  may  remain  unexpended 
of  the  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  reserved 
by  the  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the 
United  States,  after  satisfying  the  appropriations 
made  in  the  present  session  for  the  support  of  Go- 
vernment. Secondly.  The  surplus  of  revenue  and 
income  beyond  the  appropriations  heretofore 
charged  thereupon,  to  the  end  of  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-five. 

Approved,  December  31, 1794. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Go- 
vernment for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  nine^-five.  , 

Be  it  enacted,^c.,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  Civil  List  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
five,  together  with  the  incidental  and  contineent 
expenses  of  the  several  Departments  and  offices 
thereof,  there  be  appropriated  a  sum  of  money  not 
exceeding  four  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars  and  fifty- 
three  cents ;  that  is  to  say  : 

For  the  compensations  granted  by  law  to  the 
President  and  V  ice  President  of  the  United  States, 
thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  like  compensations  to  the  members  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives^  their 
officers  and  attendants,  estimated  for  a  session  of 
six  months' continuance,  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  firewood,  stationery,  print- 
ing work,  and  all  other  contingent  expenses  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  nine  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 


For  the  compensations  granted  by  law  to  tlit 
Chief  Justice,  Associate  Judges,  District  Judgo. 
and  Attorney  Gieneral,  forty-three  thoiuind  tn 
hundred  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  clerks  of  coam, 
jurors,  and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  fondarisBg 
from  fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties,  twelve  im- 
sand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  proseeatinufbr 
offences  against  the  United  States,  and  fn  tbt 
safe-keeping  of  prisoners,  four  thousand  idOui. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  9tdE. 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  that  Depaitmati 
seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollui. 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  in  iht 
said  Department,  three  thousand  nine  hauM 
and  seventy-one  dollars  and  seventy-nine  cena. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  theTi* 
sury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  iohistfict 
seven  thonsand  eignt  hundred  and  fifty  dollui 

For  expenses  of  stationery,  printing,  ainl  lU 
other  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  llle3^ 
cretary  of  the  Treasury,  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Comptroller  uf  Ik 
Treasury,  elerlu,  and  persons  employed  ii  b 
office,  ten  thousand  two  hundred  dolUn. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  all 
other  contingent  expenses  in  the  Comptniilai 
<^ce,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer,  clerks,  isi 

fersons  employed  in  his  office,  lour  thtnuud  ok 
undred  dollars.  ,  . 

For  expense  of  firewood,  stationery,  jmntinf 
rent,  and  other  contingencies  in  the  Treasurers 
office,  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Tm- 
sury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  (tfct 
eleven  thousand  four  hundred  and.fifiy  dolUis. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  ami 
contingent  expenses  in  the  Auditor's  c&et^  fi« 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  CommissitHier  of  t» 
Revenue,  clerks,  and  persons  emiployed  in  bisw- 
fice,  six  thousand  one  hundred  ana  fifty 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  oiw 
contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Coaas- 
sioner,  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Tra- 
sury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his 
fifteen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  all  04" 
contingent  expenses  in  the  Register's  office,  (t"- 
cluding  books  for  the  public  stocks,)  two  thouoDi 
four  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  rent  for  the  several  hoo* 
employed  m  the  Treasury  Department,  (ejcef 
the  Treasurer's  uffice,)  one  thousand  ninehui 
dred  and  forty-six  dollars  and  sixty  eight  cent*. 

For  expense  of  firewood  and  candles  in  the  if<'' 
eral  offices  of  tht;  Treasury  Department,  (excqj 
the  Treasurer's  office.)  one  thousand  five  huiwn* 
dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  incident  to  thesoi- 
ing  and  printing  the  public  aecuuDts  for  the  ft*- 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  (ig» 
hundred  dollars. 
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For  compensations  to  the  &eTeral  Loan  Offi-  > 
eei^  thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compensatioB  to  the  Secretary  oi  War, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  eight  . 
thousand  fire  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expense  of  firewood,  stationery,  printing, 
rent,  and  other  contingent  expenses  in  ttie  office 
of  tbe  Secretary  0/  War,  one  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-three  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents. 

For  compeDsation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
War  Department,  clerks,  and  persons  empl(^ed 
in  his  office,  six  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Ac- 
countant of  the  War  Department,  six  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  following  officers  of 
the  Mint :  The  Director,  two  thousand  dollars ; 
the  Treasurer,  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars ; 
the  Assarer,  one  thousand  fire  hundred  dollars ; 
the  Chief  Coiner,  one  thousand  fire  hundred  dol- 
lar; the  Engraver,  one  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars ;  four  clerks,  at  fire  hundred  dollars  each, 
two  thous-and  dollars. 

Pot  defraying  the  expenses  of  laborers  in  the 
diEferent  branches  of  the  refinery,  melting,  and 
coining,  at  the  Mint,  fire  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars. 

For  the  pay  of  mechanics  employed  in  making 
and  repairing  machinery  for  the  Mint,  two  thou- 
sand SIX  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  a  new  coining  press,  iron- 
mongery, lead,  wood,  coals,  stationery,  office  fur- 
niture, and  for  other  contingencies  of  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Mintjfire  thousand  fire  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  a  house  and  lot  for  the 
Mint,  and  of  lumber,  bricks,  and  other  materials 
for  buildings  to  be  erected,  and  other  necessary 
improvements  to  be  made,  including  mason's  and 
carpenter's  work,  cartage  and  laborers,  one  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governors,  Secreta- 
ries, and  Judges  of  the  Territory  Northwest  and 
the  Territory  South  of  the  river  Ohio,  ten  thou- 
sand three  hundred  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  stationery,  office  rent,  printing 
patents  for  lands,  and  other  contingent  expenses 
m  both  the  said  Territories,  seren  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions  granted  by 
the  late  Government,  two  thousand  and  seren  dol- 
lars and  seventy-three  cents. 

For  the  umisU  allowance  to  the  widow  and 
orphan  children  of  Colonel  John  Harding,  and  to 
the  orphan  children  of  Major  Alexander  True- 
man,  by  the  act'c^  Congress  of  the  twenty-sevepth 
February,  one  thousand  seren  hundred  and  nine- 
ty'three,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  annual  allowance  for  the  education  of 
Hugh  Mercer,  son  of  the  late  Major  General  Mer- 
cer, i>y  the  actof  Congress  of  the  second  ofMarch, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three, 
four  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  demands  against  the 
United  States,  on  account  of  the  civil  department, 
not  otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall  have  been  as- 


certained and  admitted  in  due  course  of  settleme&t 
at  the  Treasury,  and  which  are  of  a  nature,  ac-  « 
cording  to  the  usage  thereof,  to  require  payment 
in  specie,  three  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itfUHher  enacted,  That  for  the 
maintenance  and  support  of  light-houses,  beacons, 
buoys,  public  piers,  and  stakeage  of  channels,  l»rs, 
and  shoals,  there  shall  be  appropriated  a  sum  of 
money  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars; 
and  for  making  good  a  deficiency  of  appropriation 
tor  building  a  light-house  at  Baldheaa,  there  shall 
be  appropriated  a  sum  not  exceeding  four  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  for  dis- 
charging cert:>ia  miscellaneous  claims  upon  the 
United  States,  there  shall  be  appropriated  a  sum 
of  money  not  exceeding  ei^ht  thousand  and  four 
dollars  and  thirteen  cents,  that  is  to  say :  For  mak- 
ing ^od  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  loss 
and  insurance  on  shipments  of  money  for,  and  on 
account  of  the  United  States,  and  for  loss  on  sil- 
ver and  gold  received  from  the  collectors  at  Wil- 
mington and  Edenton,  one  thousand  four  hundred 
and  twelve  dollars  and  ninety-three  cents ;  for 
paying  Joseph  Stretch,  sole  administrator  of  Jo- 
seph Wright,  deceased,  for  modelling  a  likeness 
and  cutting  two  dies,  in  conformity  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  Congress  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  Septem- 
ber, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine, 
two  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars  and  thirty- 
three  cents;  for  the  payment  of  a  balance  due  to 
Arthur  St.  Clair,  pursuant  to  an  act  of  Congress 
of  the  thirty-first  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  nmety-four,  one  thousand  and  fifty-seven 
dollars  and  eighiy-sereu  cenu ;  for  an  allowance 
to  the  widow  and  orphan  children  of  Robert  Foz- 
syth,  late  marshal  of  the  district  of  Oeorffia,  por^ 
suant  to  an  act  of  June  the  seventh,  one  tnonsand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety^four,  two  thousand  dol- 
lar^; for  defraying  the  expense  of  publishing  lists 
of  inralid  pensioDers,  in  compliance  with  tae  re- 
solution of  Congress  of  the  ninth  of  June,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  eight 
hundred  dollars  \  for  defraying  the  expense  of  sun- 
dry expresses  to  and  from  the  collectors  of  the  re- 
venue, in  relation  to  the  embargo,  five  hundred 
dollars ;  for  the  discharge  of  such  miscellaneous 
demands  against  the  United  States,  other  than 
those  on  account  of  the  civil  department,  not 
otherwise  provided  for,  and  which  shall  hare  been 
ascertained  and  admitted  in  due  course  of  settle- 
ment at  the  Treasury,  and  which  are  of  a  nature, 
according  to  the  \tsiige  thereof,  to  require  payment 
in  specie,  two  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the  sev- 
eral appropriations  hereinbefore  made  shall  be 
paid  and  discharged  out  of  the  fund  of  six  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  referred  by  the  act  making 
provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States. 
Approved,  January  2, 1795. 

An  Act  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  non-commianoned 
oflicefB,  musicians,  and  privates,  of  the  Militia  of  the 
United  States,  when  cuied  into  actual  wrvke,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

Be  U  enacted,      That,  from  and  after  the  pas*- 
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ing  of  this  act,  the  allowance  of  bounty,  clothing, 
and  pay,  to  the  non-commissioned  officers,  musi- 
*  cians,  and  priT|ttes  of  the  infantry,  artillery,  and 
caralr^  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  when 
called  mto  actual  service,  shall  be  at  the  rate  per 
month  as  follows :  Each  sergeant-major  and  quar- 
termaster-sei^eant, nine  dollars;  each  drum  and 
fife  jnajor,  eight  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents  j 
each  sergeant, eight  dollars;  each  corporal,  drum- 
mer, fifer,  and  trumpeter,  serea  dollars  and  thirty- 
ihree  cents;  each  farrier,  saddler,  and  artificer, 
(included asaprivate,)  eight  dollars;  eachgunner, 
booibardier,  and  private,  six  dollars  and  sixty-six 
cents. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  monthly  pay,  there  shall  be  allowed 
to  each  officer,-  non-commissioned  officer,  musician, 
and  jnivate  of  the  cavalry,  for  the  use  of  his  horse, 
arms,  and  aecoucrements,  and  for  the  risk  thereof, 
except  of  Horses  kiU«l  in  action,  forty  cents  per 
d^y ;  and  to  each  non-commissioned  officer,  musi- 
cian, and  private,  twenty-five  cents  per  day,  in  lieu 
of  rations  and  forage,  when  they  shall  provide  the 
same. 

Shc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  when- 
ever the  militia  shall  be  called  into  the  actual  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  their  pay  shall  be  deemed 
to  commence  from  the  day  of  their  appearing  at  the 
places  of  battalion,  regimental,  or  brigade  rendez- 
Tous — allowing  to  each  non-commissioned  officer, 
musician,  and  private  soldier,  a  day's  pay  and 
rations  for  every  fifteen  miles  from  his  home  to 
such  place  of  rendezvous,  and  the  same  allowance 
for  travelinf  home  from  the  place  of  discharge. 

J8ec.  4.  And  bi  it  Jitrther  enacted,  That,  m  ad- 
dition to  the  par  heretofore  authorized  by  law, 
there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  non-com- 
missioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates  of  the 
militia  lately  called  forth  into  the  actual  service 
.  of  the  United  States,  on  an  expedition  to  Fort  Pitt, 
such  sums  as  shall,  with  the  pay  heretofore  by  law 
established,  be  equal  to  the  alfowances  respectively 
provided  in  the  first  and  second  sections  of  this  act : 
Provided,  Jteverthelesa,  That  the  compensations 
made  by  any  State  to  the  militia  called  forth  from 
such  State,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  included  in  the 
additional  allowance  authorized  by  this  act;  and 
snch  State  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the 
^easury  of  the  United  States  such  suras  as  they 
Aall  have  paid  or  allowed  to  the  non-commissioned 
officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  over  and  above 
the  pay  heretofore  allowed  by  law,  and  not  ez- 
eeedmg  the  additional  allovrance  granted  by  this 
act. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enaded,  That,  for  the 
completing  and  better  supporting  the  Military  Es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States,  as  provided  by 
the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  making  further  and  more 
efifectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States,"  there  shall  be  allowed 
and  paid,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  to 

3l  non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  and  pri- 
.ate  now  in  service,  or  hereafter  to  be  enlisted, 
the  additional  pay  of  one  dollar  per  month,  during 
the  terms  of  their  respective  enlistmentsi  and  lo  1 


eachsoldter  now  in  the  service  of  the  UnitedSnKi 
or  disohai^ed  therefrom  subsequent  to  the 
day  of  March  last,  who  shall  realist  after  the  fint 
dav  of  January  text,  an  additional  bounty  of  eight 
dollars — making  the  entire  bounty  sixteen  doUan; 
and  to  each  person  not  now  in  the  Army  of  tlie 
United  States,  or  discharged,  as  above,  who  shall 
enlist  after  the  said  first  day  of  January  next  u 
additional  bounty  of  six  dollars — making  the  o- 
tire  bounty  fourteen  dollars :  but  the  pavment  ot 
four  dollars  of  each  additional  bounty  hereby  gitot- 
ed^  shall  be  deferred  until  the  soldier  enlisting  shall 
join  the  regiment  or  corps  in  which  he  is  to  serre. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  to  Uu» 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  who 
are  or  shall  be  employed  on  the  Western  frontiea 
there  shall  be  allowed,  during  the  time  ikat 
being  so  employed,  two  oimces  of  flour  or  bnid, 
and  two  ounces  of  Dcef  or  pork,in addition lonek 
of  their  rations,  and  half  a  pint  of  salt  in  addiuaa 
to  every  hundred  of  their  rations. 

Approved,  January  2,  1795. 

An  Act  authorizing  the  tr&osfer  of  the  stock  it«n£Bt 
to  the  credit  of  certain  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  at  any  time  withiDtwo 
years  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  transfers  dafi 
and  may  be  antnorized,  uf  so  much  of  the  stod; 
standing  to  the  credit  of  any  State,  pursout  u 
the  report  of  the  Commissioners  for  settling  a^ 
counts  between  the  United  States  and  indirulaal 
States ;  and  the  act  passed  thereon,  entided  ^Al 
act  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  iIlt^ 
rest  on  the  balances  due  to  certain  States,  apcai  a 
final  settlement  of  the  accounts  between  the  Uoil- 
ed  States  and  the  individual  States,"  to  crediton 
of  such  State  who  were  such  prior  to  the  first  dij 
of  Jtdy,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  niAetj' 
thte&  as  may  be  necessary  to  satbfy  their  n^nt- 
ive  demands:  Provided^  That  no  such  tnwv 
shall  be  made  but  with  the  consent  ^  the  slid 
State  and  its  creditors. 

Approved,  January  2, 1795. 

An  Act  providing  for  the  psjment  of  certain  iiiitalaW 
of  Foreign  D^ts,  and  of  the  third  instalment  dw  M 
a  Loan  made  of  die  Bank  of  the  United  Stato. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c»  That  the  Preudent  d  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  anthorizedand  i 
empowered  to  cause  any  instalmentsof  the  Fwop 
Debts  which  may  fall  due  in  the  year  odc  dioB-  ' 
sand  seven  htmdred  and  ninety-five,  and  alao  the  . 
third  instalment  due  on  a  Loan  made  of  the  Baat 
of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  the  eleTCOik 
section  of  the  act  for  incorporating  the  nibscnlies  , 
to  the  said  Bank,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  proceedia 
anjrForeign  IjOans  heretofore  made. 

Approved,  January  8, 1795. 

.A.n  Act  tat  leviving  oertahi  suits  and  V"*"*  *^ 
have  been  disoonliniud  in  the  District  Cowt 
sylvania. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  alt  suits  and  pocea 
which  were  pending  in  the  District  Court  of  Pew- 
sylvania,  which,  bylaw,  ought  to  have  been  bdito 
on  the  third  Monday  in  November  last,  and  wiiK^ 
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were  discontinued  by  the  failure  to  hold  the  same; 
and  all  suits  and  process  which  were  commenced 
for  the  said  Court,  or  returnable  thereto;  and, 
also,  all  suits  and  process  which  were  pending  in 
any  special  Court  of  the  said  district,  aud  discon- 
tinued by  failure  to  hold  the  adjournment  thereof, 
oa  the  day  appointed,  at  any  time  since  the  last 
day  of  July  las^  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  rerired ; 
and  hereby  day  is  giren  to  all  the  suits  and  pro- 
cen  aforesaid,  in  the  District  Court  next  by  law 
to  be  holden  in  the  same  district ;  and  the  same 
proceedings  may  be  had  at  the  same  last  men- 
tioned Court,  in  all  the  suits  and  process  afore- 
said, as  by  law  might  bare  been  had  at  Courts, 
reqMctirely,  in  which  tbe^same  were  pending,  or 
to  which  the  same  were  returnable. 
Approred,  Janmry  38, 1795. 

An  Act  finther  extending  the  time  fi>r  receiving  on  Loan 
the  Domertic  ]>ebt  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted^  That  the  term  for  receiTing 
on  loan  tfaatpart  of  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United 
States  whicn  has  not  been  subscribed  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  provisions  heretofore  made'  by  law  for 
that  purpose,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  further ' 
extended  until  the  thirty-first  day  of  December 
next,  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions  as  are  con- 
tained in  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  making  provi- 
sion for  the  Debt  of  the  United  Statra Prwided, 
That  the  books  for  receiTing  the  said  subscrip- 
tions shall  be  opened  only  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  S.  And  he  U  fitrther  enacted,  That  sach 
of  the  creditors  of  the  United  States  as  have  not 
snbseribed  and  shall  not  subscribe  to  the  said  loan, 
shall  nerertheless  receive,  during  the  year  one 
tnousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-fire,  a  rate 
per  centum  on  the  amount  of  such  of  their  de- 
mands as  have  been  registered  or  as  shall  be  regis- 
tered at  the  Treasury  conformable  to  the  direo- 
tions  in  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  making  provi- 
sion for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States,"  equal  to 
the  interest  which  would  be  payable  to  them  as 
subscribing  creditors. 

Approved,  January  28, 1796. 

An  Act  rappletnentary  to  die  nveral  acts  imposfaig  dn- 
ties  rat  goods,  wares,  and  merdianAs%  imported  bito 
the  United  States. 

Whereas  difficulties  have  arisen  in  ascertainitig 
the  duties  on  certain  articles  imported  into  the 
United  States,  and  further  provisions  for  securing 
the  collection  of  the  impost  duties  are  found  ne- 
eessarjr: 

Be  it  enacted,  *c.,  That,  in  lieu  of  the  present 
duties,  there  shall  be  levied,  collected  and  paid 
upon  all  printing  types  which,  after  the  last  day 
of  March  next,  shall  be  imported  into  the  United 
States,  in  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  at 
the  rate  of  ten  per  centum,  and  upon  all  girandoles, 
at  the  rate  of  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem ; 
that,  after  the  said  last  day  of  March  next,  the 
present  duties  payable  upon  clayed  sugars  shall 
cease,  and  there  shall  be  paid  upon  all  white 
clayed  or  white  powdered  sugars,  tnree  cents  per 
pound)  and  upon  all  other  clayed  or  powdered  su- 


gars, one  and  a  half  cent  per  pound ;  upon  Malaga 
wine,  twenty  cents ;  upon  Burgundy  and  Cham- 
pagne, forty  cents  per  gallon. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  ^rther  enacted,  That,  after 
the  said  last  day  of  March,  teas,  commonly  called 
imperial,  gunpowder,  or  gomee,  shall  pay  the  same 
duties  as  hrson  teas ;  and  where  any  entire  article 
is,  by  any  law  of  the  United  States,  made  subject 
to  the  payment  of  duties,  the  parts  thereof,  Wneo 
imported  separately,  shall  be  subject  to  the  pay- 
ment  of  the  same  rate  of  duties. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enocfail  That,  after 
the  said  last  day  of  Mazch^  the  vunation  of  idi 
goods,  waresj  and  merchandise,  subject  to  the  pay- 
ment of  duties  ad  ralorem,  siiaU  be  made  npea 
the  actual  cost  at  the  place  of  exportaticm,  i»> 
eluding  all  chai;ge6,  (commissions,  outside  paeh* 
ages  and  insurance  only  excepted,)  that  the  doty 
on  any  wines  imported  into  the  United  State* 
bhall  not  be  less  than  ten  cents  per  gallon,  and 
that  bottles  in  which  any  liquor  is  imported,  shall 
be  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  tike  doty  as 
enipty  bottles. 

Sbc.  4.  Avd  be  it  fiirther  enacted.  That  the  d»- 
ties  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  iuh 
ported  into  the  United  States,  after  the  said  last 
day  of  March,  (where  the  sum  payaUe  by  one 
person  or  copartnership  shall  amount  to  more  than 
fifty  dollars,)  shall  be  payable  upMi  alt  articles, 
the  produce  of  the  West  Indies,  (salt  excepted^/ 
the  one-half  in  three,  and  the  other  half  in  six  ca* 
lendar  months ;  and  on  all  goods,  wares,  and  mer* 
chandise,  imported  from  Europe,  (wines,  salt  and 
teas  excepted,)  one-third  in  eight  months,  and 
one-third  in  ten  months,  and  the  remainii^[  tUrd 
in  twelve  months  from  the  time  of  each  respects 
ive  importation. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  in  re- 
spect to  the  aforesaid  duties,  and  the  duUes  here* 
tofore  imposed  on  goods,  wares,  and  Dwrchaadfse, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  there  shall  be  ao 
addition  of  ten  per  centum  to  the  several  rates  of 
duties  when  imported  in  ships  or  vessels  not  of  the 
United  States,  except  in  cases  where  such  addi- 
tional duty  has  been  before  specially  laid  oa  any 
ffwds.  wares,  or  merchandise,  imported  in  suen 
ships  or  vessels. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  itjurther  enactedf  That  the  du- 
ties aforesaid  shall  be  collected  in  like  maimeT, 
and  under  the  same  regulati<His.  restrictions,  and 
provisions,  and  sutrject  to  the  like  appropriatioas 
as  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into 
the  United  States,  are  now  subject  to. 

Approved,  Jannary  29, 1796. 

An  Act  making  finther  provision  in  eaSM  of  diaw> 
backs. 

Whereas  the  allowance  of  drawbacks  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
States,  is  now  limited  to  such  as  are  exported 
from  districts  into  which  the  same  are  imported, 
and  great  loss  and  inconvenience  are  experienced 
from  such  limitation,  and  further  provision,  in  re- 
spect to  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  entitled  to 
drawlKick,  is  deemed  necessary : 

Be  it  etiacUd,  f  c,  That  after  the  last  day  of 
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Uanb  Dext,  any  goods,  wares,  and  merchaQdise, 
imported  iato  the  Uohea  States,  may  be  exported 
from  any  of  the  ports  at  which  ships  and  vessels 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  from  any  place 
beyond  the  same,  are  admitted  to  make  entry,  and 
entitled  to  the  same  drawback  of  the  duties  as 
goods,  wares,  and  merchaodise,  exported  from  the 
ctistricts  into  which  they  are  imported,  are  now 
entided  to:  Provided,  nevertheless.  That  such 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  shall  not  be  enti- 
Ued  to  such  drawback,  unless  they  shall  be  ac- 
companied by  a  certificate  from  the  collector  of 
the  district  into  which  they  were  imported,  speci- 
fying the  marks,  numbers,  and  descriptions,  of  the 
eaaks  or  packaKes.  with  the  names  of  the  master 
and  Teasel  in  whicn,  the  time  when,  and  the  place 
frmn  whence,  they  were  imported ;  and  where  the 
articles  jny  duties  by  weight  or  measure,  the 
Quantity  in  each ;  and  in  all  eases  the  amount  of 
toe  duties  paid  or  secured  thereon. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  in  or- 
der to  entitle  any  person  to  such  certificate,  be  or 
they  shall  make  out  an  entry  of  all  such  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  specifying  the  marks, 
numbers,  and  descriptions,  of  the  casks,  or  pack- 
ages, and  their  contents,  the  names  of  the  master 
and  vessel  in  which,  the  time  when,  and  the  place 
from  which  they  were  imported ;  the  names  of 
the  master  and  vessel  in  which  they  are  intended 
to  be  laden,  and  the  district  in  the  United  States 
to  which  they  axe  destined  j  and  shall  moreover 
make  oath  or  affirmation  to  the  truth  of  such  en- 
try ;  which  requisites  being  complied  with,  and 
tlM  collector  satisfied  with  the  truth  thereof,  he 
■ball  grant  such  certificate,  and  suchgoods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  shall  be  entered  with  the  collec- 
tor of  the  district,  into  which  they  shall  be  brought 
from  the  place  of  their  importation,  previous  to 
the  landing  or  unlading  thereof. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  after 
the  last  day  of  March  next,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  importer,  or  exporter,  of  any  liquors  in  casks, 
coffee  in  casks,  or  otner  packages,  or  any  imrefined 
su^nurs,  to  fill  up  the  casks  or  packages  out  of  other 
casks  or  ^kages  included  in  the  original  import- 
ation, or  into  new  casks  or  packages,  in  case  the 
original  cask  or  package  shall  be  so  injured  as  to 
be  rendered  unfit  for  exportation,  and  under  the 
iBspection  of  the  inspector  of  the  port  from  which 
sucn  liquors,  coffee,  or  unrefinea  sugars,  are  in- 
tended to  be  exported. 

Seo.  4.  And  be  it  /urther  enacted,  That  when 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  entitled  to 
drawback,  shall  be  entered  for  exportation  from 
any  other  district  than  the  one  into  which  they 
were  imported,  the  person  iotending  to  export  the 
same,  besides  producing  the  certificate  hereinbe- 
fore directed,  snalt  make  an  entry  in  like  manner, 
and  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  therein 
expressed,  shall  undergo  the  same  examlnatioD  as 
is  by  law  required  relative  to  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  entitled  to  drawback,  and  intended 
to  be  exported  from  the  place  of  original  import- 
ation. 

Sbc.  5.  And  he  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  for  all 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  entitled  to  draw- 


back, which,  after  the  last  day  of  Blarch  itf, 
shall  be  exported  from  the  district  into  wUck 
they  were  originally  imported,  the  exporter  era- 
porters  shall  oe  entitled  to  receive  from  the  col- 
lector of  such  district  a  debenture  or  debenlom 
for  the  amount  of  the  drawback  to  whick  such 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  are  entitled,  payibie 
at  the  same  time  or  times  respectively  on  whidi 
the  duties  on  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchu- 
dise,  shall  become  due,  except  the  same  oruj 
part  thereof  has  been  puid,  or  shall  become  ptyabk 
m  less  than  three  months;  in  which  ease  nek 
debenture  shall  be  payable  in  three  months:  iai 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  thesaideoUeetorttodih 
charge  such  debentures,  at  the  time  they  beeoM 
due,  out  of  any  public  money  id  their  hands.  Ad 
where  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  are  expoitcd 
from  any  other  district  than  the  one  into  vkieh 
they  were  imported,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  & 
collector  of  such  district  to  grant  to  the  exportet 
a  certificate  expressing  that  such  goods,  warn, 
and  merchandise,  were  exported  from  his  distncL 
with  the  marks,  numbers,  and  description,  of  the 
packages  and  their  contents,  the  name  of  the  re- 
sel  on  which  they  were  laden,  the  name  of  tlie 
commander,  and  the  port  foe  which  they  were 
cleared  out,  and  the  amount  of  the  drawbsck  id 
which  they  are  entitled.  And  such  certifictle 
shall  entitle  the  possessor  thereof  to  receive  fmi 
the  collector  of  the  said  district,  with  whom  ik 
duties  on  the  said  goods,  wares,  and  meFchudise. 
were  paid,or  secureid,a  debenture  or  debentorei  for 
the  drawuck  exKessed  in  the  said  certificates,  pay- 
able at  the  same  ume,and  in  like  manner,  as  is  heim 
directed  for  debentures  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, exported  from  the  place  of  their  first  im- 
portation: Provided,  neoerthaeM,  That  the  colle^ 
tor  aforesaid  may  refuse  to  grant  such  debefituie 
or  debentures,  in  case  it  shtJI  appear  to  him  lim 
any  error  has  arisen,  or  any  fraud  has  been  un- 
mitted ;  and  in  case  of  such  refusal,  if  the  deben- 
ture or  debentures  claimed  shall  exceed  one  kin- 
dred dollars,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  represeoi  tite 
case  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  who  skill 
determine  whether  such  debenture  or  debeniurei 
shall  be  granted  or  not :  And  provided  <i^wj». 
That  in  no  case  of  an  exportation  by  the  orifioal 
importer  shall  a  drawback  be  paid  until  the  dotes 
on  the  importation  thereof  snail  have  been  bisI 
received. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  fiuiher  enacted.  That  brioie 
the  receipt  of  any  such  debenture,  in  case  of  ex- 
portation from  the  district  of  original  impofUtioS: 
and  in  ca.se  of  exportation  from  any  other  district 
before  the  receipt  of  any  such  certificate,  the  per- 
son applying  for  the  same  shall  give  bond  witn 
one  or  more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  col- 
lector who  is  to  grant  the  debenture,  or  the  ce^ 
tificate,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  a  sam  eijuil  W 
double  the  amount  of  the  sum  for  which  such  de- 
benture or  certificate  is  granted,  conditioned  u 
produce  to  such  collector,  like  proof  and  certificites 
of  the  delivery  of  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise, at  some  place  without  the  United  Sutes,  >> 
are  now  required  by  law  ior  obtaining  the  diav- 
back  on  exportation,  within  one  year,  incsM*"^ 
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nods  have  been  sbipped  to  any  part  of  Europe  or 
America,  and  within  two  years,  if  to  any  part  of 
Asia  or  Africa :  Provided,  Jievertheleas,  That  when 
it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  collector,  to  whom  such  certificates  are  di- 
rected to  be  returned,  that  such  certificates  could 
not^be  obtained,  the  exporter  or  exporters  shall 
be  jwrmitted  to  offer  such  other  testimony,  as  to 
the  landing  or  loss  of  the  goods,  wares,  ana  mer- 
chandise, as  he  may  hare;  which  proof  tiaU  be 
referred  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  who 
shall  have  power  and  authority  to  admit  the  same 
if  he  shall  deem  it  satisfactory,  and  to  direct  the 
collector  to  cancel  the  bond  accordinety. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  ii  ^^irther  enacted,  That  so 
much  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide 
more  effectually  for  the  collection  of  the  duties 
imposed  by  law  on  eoods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  mto  the  United  States,  and  on  the  ton- 
nage of  ships  or  vessels,"  as  extends  the  credits 
on  bonds  given  for  duties  on  account  the  draw- 
back on  goods  exported,  shall,  after  the  said  last 
day  of  March  next,  be  repeated:  Provided,  That 
nodiing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  ex- 
tend to  any  allowance  made  upon  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  before  the  said  last  day 
of  March  next. 

Approved,  January  29, 1795. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitied  "An  act  to  re- 
gulate the  pay  of  the  non-ocoDmisiioiied  officers,  mr- 
nciane,  and  [wintea,  of  the  Militia  of  the  United. 
States,  when  called  into  actual  Nrviee,  and  iat  other 
porpoees." 

Be  it  enacted,  i-c,  That  the  augmentation  of 
bonaty  authorized!^  by  the  fifth  section  of  the  act, , 
entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  of 
the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  when  called  into 
actual  service,  and  for  other  purposes,"  shall  be 
allowed  and  paid  to  such  recruits  as  shall  have 
enlisted  after  the  passing  of  the  said  act,  or  as 
shall  hereafter  enlist,  in  like  manner  as  is  by  the 
said  act  provided  in  cases  of  enlistment  after  the 
first  day  of  January  next. 

Approved,  January  29,  1795. 

An  act  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  Naturalization, 
and  to  repeal  the  act  heretofore  passed. 

For  carrying  into  complete  effect  the  power 
given  by  the  Constitution  to  establish  an  uniform 
rule  of  naturalization  throughout  the  United 

States: 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  any  alien,  being  a  free 
white  person,  may  be  admitted  to  become  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  on  the 
following  conditions,  and  not  otherwise : 

First.  He  shall  have  declared,  on  oath  or  affirm- 
ation, before  the  Supreme,  Superior,  District,  or 
Circuit  Court  of  some  one  of  the  States,  or  of  the 
Territories  Northwest  or  South  of  the  river  Ohio, 
or  a  Circuit  or  District  Court  of  the  United  States, 
three  years,  at  least,  before  his  admission,  that  it 
was.  bona Jide,  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen 
of  toe  United  States,  and  to  renounce  forever  all 


all^iance  and  fidehty  to  any  foreign  prince,  po> 
tentate.  State,  or  sovereignty  whatever,  and  par- 
ticularly by  name,  the  prmce,  potentate,  State,  or 
sovereignly  whereof  such  alien  may,  at  the  time, 
be  a  citizen  or  subject. 

Secondly.  He  shall,  at  the  time  of  bis  applica- 
tion to  be  admitted^  declare,  on  oath  or  Etffirmation, 
before  some  one  of  the  Courts  aforesaid,  that  he 
has  resided  within  the  United  States  five  yean  at 
least,  and  within  the  State  or  Territory  where 
such  Court  is  at  the  time  held,  one  year  at  least, 
that  he  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States;  and  that  he  doth  absolntely  and  entirely 
renounce  and  abjure  all  alle^ance  and  fidelitjr  to 
every  foreign  prince,  potentate.  State,  or  sovereign- 
ty whatever,  and  particularly,  by  name,  the  prince, 

Eotentate,  State,  or  sovereignty,  whereof  he  was 
efore  a  citizen  or  subject;  which  proceedings 
shall  be  recorded  by  the  clerk  of  the  Court. 

Thirdly.  The  Court  admitting  such  alien  shall 
be  satisfied  that  he  has  resided  within  the  limits 
and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
fi  ve  years ;  and  it  shall  further  appear  to  their  sat- 
isfaction that,  daring  that  time,  ne  has  behaved 
as  a  man  of  a  good  moral  character,  attached  to 
the  principles  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  veil  disposed  to  the  good  order  and 
happiness,  of  the  same.  ^ 

Fourthly.  In  case  the  alien  applying  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  citizenship  shall  have  borne  any  heredi- 
tary title,  or  been  of  any  of  the  orders  of  nobility, 
in  the  Kingdom  or  State  from  which  he  came,  he 
shall,  in  addition  to  the  above  requisites,  make  an 
express  renunciation  of  his  title  or  order  of  nobil- 
ity, in  the  Court  to.  which  his  application  shall  be 
made;  which  renunciation  shall  be  recorded  in 
the  said  Court. 

Sec.  2.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further 
enacted,  That  any  alien,  now  residing  within  the 
limits  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States,  may  be  admitted  to  become  a  citizen,  on 
his  declariog,  on  oath  or  affirmation,  in  some  one 
of  the  Courts  aforesaid,  th^t  he  has  resided  two 
years,  at  least,  within  and  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  same,  and  one  year,  at  least,  within  the 
State  or  Territory  where  such  Court  is  at  the 
time  held ;  that  he  will  support  the  ConstituUon 
of  the  United  States }  and  tnat  he  doth  absolutely 
and  entirely  renounce  and  abjure  all  allegiance 
and  fidelity  to  any  foreign  prince,  potentate-.  State, 
or  sovereignty,  whatever,  and  particularly,  by 
name,  the  prince,  potentate,  State,  or  sovereignty, 
whereof  he  was  before  a  citizen  or  subject ;  and. 
moreover,  on  its  appearing  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Court,  that,  during  the  said  term  of  two  yeus, 
he  has  benaved  as  a  man  of  good  moral  character, 
attached  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  well  disposed  to  the  good  order  and  hap]^iies8 
of  the  same ;  andj  when  the  alien  applyingfor  admis- 
sion to  citizenship  shall  have  borne  any  hereditary- 
title,  or  been  of  any  of  the  orders  nobility  in  the 
Kingdom  or  State  from  which  he  came,  on  his, 
moreover,  making  in  the  Court  an  express  renun- 
ciation of  his  title  or  order  of  nobility,  before  he 
shall  be  entitled  to  such  admission ;  aU  of  which 
proceedings,  required  in  this  proviso  to  be  per- 
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formed  in  the  Court,  shall  be  recorded  by  the 
clerk  thereof. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacted.  That  the 
children  of  persons  auly  naturalized,  dwellins; 
within  the  United  States,  and  being  under  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  at  th«  time  of  sneb  nalu- 
talizatioii,and  thechitdrenof  citizens  of  the  Unit- 
ed Ststes,  bora  out  of  the  limits  and  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States,  shall  be  considered  as  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States :  Provided,  That  the 
rieht  of  citizenship  shall  not  descend  to  persons 
whose  fathers  hare  never  been  resident  in  the 
United  States:  Provided,  also,  That  no  person 
heretofore  proscribed  by  any  State,  or  who  has 
been  legally  convicted  of  having  joined  the  army 
of  Great  Britain,  during  the  late  war,  shall  be  ad- 
mitted a  citizen  as  aforesaid,  without  the  consent 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  which  such  per- 
son was  proscribed. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  t 
entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  an  uniform  mle  of 
naturalization,"  passed  the  twenty-sixth  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  January  29, 1795. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  Act,  entitfad  "  An  Act  making 
•Iterationfl  in  the  Treasnry  and  War  Departmeots. 

Be  if  enacted,  ^c,  That  in  case  of  vacancy  in 
the  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  or  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Department 
ofV  Var,  or  of  any  officer  of  either  of  -  the  said  De- 
partments, whose  appointment  is  not  in  the  Head 
thereof,  whereby  they  cannot  perform  the  duties 
of  their  said  respective  c^ees,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  case  he 
shall  think  it  necessary^  to  authorize  any  person 
or  persons,  at  his  discretion,  to  perform  the  duties 
of  the  said  respective  offices,  until  a  successor  be 
appointed,  or  sach  vacancy  be  filled:  Provided, 
That  no  one  vacancy  shall  oe  sui^ied.in  manner 
aforesaid,  for  a  longer  term  than  six  months. 

Approved,  February  13,  1795. 

An  Act  relative  to  the  ocnupeiisatuni  of  certun  officers 
employed  in  die  coUBCtion  of  the  duties  d  impost 
and  tonnage. 

Be  it  enacted,  That  in  lien  of  the  commis- 
sions heretofore  by  law  established,  there  shall  be 
allowed  to  the  collectors  of  the  duties  of  impost 
and  tonnage,  on  all  moneys  by  them  respectively 
received  on  aecoiut  oi  the  duties  aforesaid  arising 
on  tonnage,  and  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  after  the  last  day  of  ftlarch  next,  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit : 

To  the  coUectoTB  of  the  distTtots  of  Pennsylvania 
and  New  York,  three-tenths  of  one  per  cent; 

To  the  cdlector  of  the  district  m  Bwton  uid 
Chariestown,  and  to  the  collector  of  the  district  of 
Baltimore,  five-eighths  of  one  per  cent ; 

To  the  collectors  of  the  districts  of  Salem  and 
Norfolk,  seven-eighths  of  one  per  cent ; 

To  the  collectors  of  the  districts  of  Alexandria, 
Charleston,  and  Savannah,  one  per  cent ; 

To  the  collector  of  the  district  of  Newburyport, 
one  and  a  quarter  per  cent ; 


To  the  collectors  of  the  districts  of  Portnnoatk. 
Portlfrnd,  Newport,  Providence,  New  Haven,  ui 
Tappahannoek,  one  and  a  half  per  cent ; 

And  to  the  collectors  of  the  dbtricts  of  T«- 
m'ont.  Champlain,  Gloucester,  Marblebesd,  Ptf- 
moutii,  EtanistaUe,  Nantucket,  Edgartown.  NeV 
Bedford,  Dighton,  York,  Biddeford,  Bath,  Wa- 
casset,  Penobscot,  Frenchman's  Bay,  Itfeefaiuj 
Passamaquoddy,  New  London,  Fairfield,  Sigg 
Harbor,  Perth-Amboy,  Burlington,  Bridgetmra. 
Great  Egg  Harbor,  Wilmington  in  Dmwin, 
Chester,  Oxford,  Vienna,  Snowhill,  AoDtpc^ 
Nottingbam,  Cedar  Point,  Geoi^town  in  Mary- 
land, Bermuda  Hundred,  Hampton.  Yorktom. 
Yeocomico,  Dumfries,  Foley  landing,  Cherry- 
stone, South  Q,uay,  Kentucky,  Wilmingioo  » 
North  Carolina,  Newberu,  Washington,  BdenioB. 
Camden,  Geore«town  in  Sonth  C^rolba,  Bob- 
fort,  Sunbnry,  Brunswick,  St.  Mary's,  and  Hti4- 
wich,  two  per  cent. 

Sbc. 3.  And  be  it  JwOter  enacted,  That;ftaa 
and  after  the  last  day  of  March  next,inliea<f 
the  annual  allowances  heretofore  estaUisMbf 
law,  there  shall  be  yearly  allowed  to  the  followii^ 
officers,  the  sums  following,  to  wit : 

To  the  ctdlectors  of  the  districts  of  Annspc^ 
Chester,  South  Quay,  Y^eocomico,  Wilmia|;toD  ii 
North  Carolina.  Cedar  Point,  and  WashingtoB, 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  each; 

To  the  selectors  of  the  districts  York  J'ss» 
maquoddy,  Oxibrd,  Vienna,  Nottinghan,  BiBip- 
ton,  Yorktown,  Dumfries,  Foley  Landa^.  Ch«r- 

Sstone,  Beaufort,  St.  Mary's,  Brunswick,  ud 
ardwich,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars each ; 

To  the  collector  of  the  district  of  Pertb-AnboTt 
one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars; 

To  the  coUactors  of  tbe  districts  of  POTtMMsd, 
Vermont.  Champlaifi,  Oloocester,  PlnnoQtl^ 
Barnstable,  Nantucket,  Edgartown,  NewBedlard, 
Biddeford,  Penobscot,  Frendiman's  Bay,  MaeUii, 
Newport,  Fairfield,  Burlington,  Bridgetowa,Ontf 
Egg  Harbor,  Wilminffton  in  Delaware,  SnoirtilL 
Kentucky,  Bermuda  Hundred,  Camdui,  Qxfx^ 
town  in  South  Carolina,  and  Snnbury,  the  tm 
of  one  hundred  dollars  each  ; 

To  the  collectors  of  the  districts  of  MarbldMii: 
Bath,  Wiscasset,  New  Haven,  and  Geo^ton  in 
Maryland,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  each ; 

To  the  naval  officer  of  the  district  of  Ports- 
mouth, the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollin; 

To  the  naval  officers  of  the  districts  of  Ne¥- 
bnryport,  Salem,  Newport,  Providence,  WilnW 
ton  in  North  Carolina,  and  Savannah,  the  Am  <« 
one  hundred  dollars  each; 

To  the  surveyor  of  the  port  of  Salem,  two  kw 
dred  dollars ; 

To  the  surveyors  of  Portsmouth,  Newbn^pwt 
Bristol,  Warren,  East  Greenwich,  St  W\ 
Suffolk,  Smithfield,  Richmond,  Petersburg,  Fred- 
ertcksborg,  Wilmington,  Beaufort,  and  Swsns- 
borough,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dcdlin 
each ; 

To  the  surveyors  of  Newport  and  ProvidenW. 
one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  each ; 
To  the  surveyors  of  Gloucester,  Beverly, 
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Uaren,  Middletowo,  Albany,  Hudson,  Little  Eg» 
Harbor,  and  Lewellensburg,  ooe  hundred  aud 
twenty  dollars  each; 

And  to  tbe  surveyors  of  Ipswicb,  Portland, 
North  KmgstOD,  Pawnatuck,  Patuxet,  New  Lon- 
doD,  Stoniogton,  Town  Creek,  Bermuda  Hundred, 
West  Point.  Urbaona.  Port  Royal,  Alexandria, 
Windsor.  Hertford,  Plymcmth,  Skewarky,  Mur- 
freesborough,  Bennet's  Creek,  Winton,  Nixonton. 
Newbiggen  Creek,  Pasquotank  River,  Indian 
Town,  Currituck  Inlet,  Savannah,  and  New 
Brunswick,  in  New  Jersey,  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred ddlars  each. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  furikvr  enacted,  That  from 
and  after  the  last  day  ondarch  next,  in  lieu  of 
the  sum  hoetofore  establUhed  by  law,  th«-e  shall 
be  paid  to  each  inspector,  for  every  day  he  shall 
be  actually  «nployed  in  aid  of  tbe  customs,  a  sum 
act  exceeding  one  dollar  and  sixty-six  cents ;  and 
that,  instead  of  the  sum  heretofore  estabUshed  by 
law,  to  be  paid  for  tbe  w^bingbf  every  one  hun- 
dred and  twelve  ponndit,  in  the  distticts  of  Penn- 
lylvania,  New  York,  Boston,  £[altimore,  and  Nor- 
folk, there  shall  be  paid  one  cent  and  a  half. 

^Bo.  4.  AruL  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  from 
tod  after  the  last  day  of  March  next,  it  shall  be 
:he  duty  of  the  several  collectors,  naval  officers, 
md  surveyors,  to  keep  accurate  accounts  of  their 
iflScial  emoluments  and  expenditures,  and  the 
lame  to  transmit,  aanually,  on  the  last  day  of  De- 
rember,  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  who 
dull  annually  lay  an  abstimct  of  the  same  before 
Congress. 

Aj^oYed,  February  14^  179& 

Kn  Act  for  die  Tsimbnmment  of  a  Loan  anthorized  1^ 
an  Act  of  the  Int  sesdon  of  Congress. 

Be  it  ertacted,  f  c,  That  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Jtates  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
end  to  the  United  States,  the  whole  or  any  part 
f  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  (re- 
nainiiu;  unapi^ed,)  in  pursuance  of  the  authority 
ranted  to  borrow  one  million  of  dollars^  by  the 
ct,  entitled  "  An  act  making  further  provision  for 
lie  expenses  attending  the  intercourse  of  the 
Jnited  States  with  foreign  nations ;  and  further 
3  continue  in  force  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  pro- 
iding  tbe  means  of  intercourse  between  the  Unit- 
d  States  and  foreign  nations." 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  after 
•serving  such  sums  as  may  be  sufficient  to  satisfy 
rior  appropriatious,there  be  further  appropriated, 
I  aid  01  the  provision  heretofore  made,  out  of  the 
roceeds  of  the  duties  which  have  arisen,  or  may 
rise,  upon  carriages  for  theconvevanceof  persons, 
pon  licenses  for  selling  wines  ana  foreign  distilled 
lirituoos  liquors  by  retail,  upon  snuff  and  refined 
igar,  and  upon  property  sold  at  auction ;  which 
ere  imposed  by  acts  passed  during  the  last  ses- 
on,  ana  which  may  be  further  continued  the 
'esent  session  of  Congress ;  or  from  the  proceeds 
'  such  duties  or  revenues  as  may  be  established 

lieu  thereofl  a  sum  sufficient  to  the  reimburse- 
ent,  before  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
td  one,  of  any  Loan  or  Loans,  which  have  been, 


or  which  may  hereafter  be  made,  in  virtue  of  the 
act  aforesaid:  and  that  the  faith  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  pledged  to  make 
good  any  deficiency  of  the  said  duties. 
Approved,  February  31, 1795. 

An  Act  andioriKing  Ota  erection  (tf  a  lightJunue  near 
the  Mktranoe  of  Gengetown  Barbm:,  in  Ae  State  of 
Soudi  Carolina. 

Be  it  enacted,  #c.j  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  reouired  to  cause  to 
be  erected,  as  soon  as  may  be,  a  light-house,  near 
the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Georgetown,  m  the 
State  of  Sooth  Carolina,  at  such  place,  when 
ceded  to  the  United  States,  as  shall  be  most  con- 
venient for  the  navigation  thereof;  and  that  a 
sum,  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars,  be  appro- 
priated for  the  same,  out  of  any  moneys  not  otner- 
wise  appropriated  :  And  that  a  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing one  thousand  dollars,  be  appropriated,  for 
placing  buoys  on  certain  shoals  in  Uape  Fear  river, 
below  tbe  town  of  Wilmington,  in  the  State  ci 
North  Carolina.  * 

Approved,  February  21, 1795. 

An  act  aapplflueatioy  to  the  Act  concerning  bivilidB. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  right  any  person 
new  has,  or  may  hereafter  acquire,  to  receive  a 
pension,  by  virtue  of  the  act  passed  on  the  28th 
day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-three,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the 
claims  to  invalid  pensions,"  be  considered  to  com- 
mence at  tbe  time  of  completing  bis  testimony 
before  the  District  Judge  or  Commissioners,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  act :  And  nothii^  shall  be  allow- 
ed to  any  invalid,  of  tbe  description  aforesaid,  by 
way  of  arrear  of  pension^  antecodent  to  the  date  ot 
his  completing  bis  testimony  as  aforesaid:  And 
the  ^sions  aHowed  under  the  said  act  ^all  be 
continued  to  the  respective  penaoners,  daring  the 
continuance  of  their  disability. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it further  enacted,  That  no  com- 
missioned <^oer,  who  has  received  commutation 
of  half-pay,  shall  be  paid  a  pension  as  an  invalid, 
until  he  snail  return  his  commutation  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States:  except  where 
special  provision  has  been  made,  in  particular 
cases,  for  allowing  pensions  on  tbe  return  only  of 
certain  portions  of  toe  eommntation. 

Approved,  Febroary  21, 1795, 

An  Act  to  «rtibliflh  the  office  of  Pnrv^or  of  PnUie 
Siqifdies. 

Be  it  enacted,  That  there  shall  be  in  the 
Department  of  tl^  Treasury,  an  (^cer  to  be  de- 
nominated, "  Purveyor  of  Putuic  Su|iplies,"  whoae 
duty  shall  be,  luder  the  direction  and  superviuoa 
of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  conduct  the 
procuring  and  providing  of  all  arms,  military  and 
naval  stores,  provisions,  clothing.  Indian  pmA^ 
and  generally  all  articles  of  supply,  requtatte  for 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  whose  eon- 
pensalion  shall  be,  a  salary  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annum.  And  all  letters  to  and  from  the 
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said  officer  shall  be  receiTed  and  conveyed  hy 
post  free  of  postage. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  officer  shall  not  directly  or  indirectly  be  con- 
cerned, or  interested,  id  carrying  on  the  business 
of  trade  or  commerce,  or  be  owner  in  whole  or  in 
part,  of  any  sea  vessel,  or  purchase  by  himself,  or 
another,  in  trust  for  ihim,  public  lands,  or  any 
other  public  property,  or  be  concerned  in  the  pur- 
chase or  disposal  of  any  public  securities  of  any 
State,  or  uf  t'ae  United  States,  or  take,  or  apply 
to  his  own  use,  any  emolument  or  gain  for  n^o- 
tiating  or  transacting  any  business  in  the  said 
Department  other  than  what  shall  be  allowed  by 
law;  and  if  he  shall  offend  against  any  of  the 
prohibitions  of  this  act,  he  sliall,  upon  conviction, 
forfeit  to  the  United  Stales  the  penalty  of  three 
thousand  dollars,  and  may  be  imprisoned  for  a 
term  not  exceedjng  five  years,  and  shall  be  re- 
moved from  office,  and  be  forever  thereafter  inca- 
pable of  holding  any  office  under  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  3.  Arid  be  it  fuTther  enacted,  That  the 
said  officer  shall,  before  he  enters  on  the  duties  of 
his  office,  ffire  bond  with  sufficient  sureties,  to  be 
approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
Comptroller,  in  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars, payable  to  the  United  States,  mth  condition 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  his 
said  office;  whicn  bond  shall  be  lodged  in  the 
office  of  the  Comptroller. 

Approved,  February  23.  1795. 

An  Act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  "  for  ascertaining 
the  Fees  in  Admiralty  proceedings  in  ttm  District 
Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  act,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  ascertain  the  Fees  in  Admiralty  proceed- 
iuM  in  the  District  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  be,  and  is  hereby  contin- 
ued in  force,  for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the 
I»8sing  of  this  act,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  February  25, 1795. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  act,  entitied,  ^'An  act  to  estab- 
lish the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the 
United  States." 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  Thai  the  following  be. 
and  are  hereby  established,  as  Post  Roads' 
namely:  From  Pitlstown  m  the  District  of 
Maine,  to  Wiscassett;  and  from  Hallowell  in 
the  said  district,  to  Norridgeworth :  Prom  Dover 
in  New  Hampshire,  through  Berwick,  to  Water- 
borongh  Gonrthonse]  and  from  thence  to  Kenne- 
bunk:  Prom  Portsmouth,  through  Dover,  Ro- 
chester, and  Moultonborough,  to  Plymouth ;  and 
from  Plvmouth  to  Portsmouth,  by  New  Hampton, 
Meredith,  Gilmantown,  Nottingham  and  Dur- 
ham; the  post  to  go  and  return  on  the  said  route 
alternately:  from  Fishkill,  by  Newburgh  and  New 
Windsor,  to  Qoshen:  From  Coopers  Town,  by 
Bmternui  Creek  and  Oxford  Academy  to  Union 
Town:  Prom  Pipers  on  the  post-road  from  Phila- 
delphia to  Bethlehem,  by  Alexandria,  to  Pittston 


in  New  Jersey:  From  Brownsville  in  Penmylra- 
nia.  to  the  town  of  Washington :  From  Reading, 
by  Sunbury,  and  the  fown  of  NorthumberUad,  to 
Lewisburg,  commonly  called  Derstown,  on  the 
Susquehannah:  From  Bethlehem  to  Wilksbnt^ 
in  the  county  of  Luzerne:  From  York  Town, 
through  Abbottstown  and  Gettysburg,  to 
town  m  Maryland ;  and  from  Hagerstown^  through 
Williamsport,  to  Martensbuw,  in  Virginia:  Fran 
Anoapolis,  by  Lower  Marlborough,  to  Ctlr« 
Courthouse,  and  from  thence  to  Saint  LeourA 
Creek :  From  Bladensburg  in  Maryland,  ihrocgk 
Upper  Marlborough,  to  Nottingham,  and  from 
thence  to  the  town  of  ^nedict :  From  Belle-Air' 
in  Harford  county,  Maryland,  to  the  Black  Hor<F. 
on  the  York  and  Baltimore  road :  FromGlooco- 
ter  Courthouse,  in  Virginia,  to  York  Town: 
From  Powhatan  Courthouse,  to  Cartersfilie: 
From  Charlbttesville,  by'  Warren.  Wanninsto. 
Newmarket,  An^prst  Courthouse,  Cabellsborg, 
and  Madison  to  fycnchkurg;  From  Winchesier. 
through  RomAeyf  ^  Mo^rfields:  From  Cbarlolte 
in  North  Carolina^  by  Lancaster  Coarthouse.  lo 
Camden,  in  South  Carolina ;  and  from  Chirkint 
to  Lincolnton :  Prom  Beardstown,  in  Kratncky, 
to  Nashville,  in  the  territory  Sonth  of  the  riTct 
Ohio. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itftertker  enacted,  That,  insteii 
of  the  road  from  Fayetteville,  by  Lumbertooto 
Cheraw  Courthouse,  the  route  of  the  post  sh^ 
hereafter  be  on  the  most  direct  road  from  Fayette- 
ville to  Cheraw  Courthouse :  and  that  the  Post- 
master General  shall  have  authority  to  discon- 
tinue the  post-road  from  Lumberton  to  Chenv 
Courthouse,  and  from  Hagerstown  to  Sharps- 
burg,  in  Maryland.  That  if,  in  the  opinion  of  tw 
Postmaster  General,  an  alteration  in  the  post- 
road  from  Cumberland,  in  Maryland,  to  MoifU- 
town,  in  Virginia,  and  from  thence,  by  Unioe 
Town,  in  Pennsylvania,  to  Brownsville,  on  ike 
Mooengahela,  could  be  made  more  conducire  lo 
the  public  interest  than  the  present  route  jtt» 
as  to  afford  the  same  accommodation  to  the  saiJ 
places,  he  shall  be  authorized,  with  the  consent  d 
the  present  contractor,  for  carrying  the  nuiLlo 
make  such  alteration. 

Approved,  February  25, 1795. 

An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  «<  Antetn 
provide  more  effectually  for  the  coUection  (tf  tke^ 
ties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandue,  impoAd 
into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of^ 

or  vessels." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  if  the  master  or  com- 
mander of  any  ship  or  vessel,  coming  into,  orsr- 
riving  at  any  port  or  place  within  the  UniieJ 
States, shall  obstruct  or  hinder,  or  shall  causeany 
obstruction  or  hindrance  with  such  an  iiiteol,U 
any  officer  of  the  revenue,  in  going  on  board  Mch 
ship  or  vessel,  for  the  purpose  m  carryiu  in^ 
effect  any  of  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United 
States,  he  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding 
hundred,  nor  less  than  fifty  dollars. 

Sec.  1  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Th«t  ffl 
all  actions,  suits,  or  informations  to  be  brought 
where  any  seizure  shall  be  made  for  any  bra« 
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if  the  rereiuie  laws  of  the  Uaited  States,  the 

tiurdea  of  proof  shall  lie  on  the  clainiant.  only, 
yhere  probable  cause  is  shown  for  such  prosecn- 
ion,  to  be  judged  of  by  the  Court,  before  whom 
he  prosecution  is  had. 

Sec.  3.  Arid  be  it /wiher  enacted^  That,  in  all 
•.ases  in  which  suits  or  prosecuti(»is  shall  be  com- 
neoced  for  the  recovery  of  pecuniary  penalties 
)rescribed  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  the 
lerson  or  persons,  against  whom  process  may  be 
ssued,  shall  be  held  to  special  bail^  subject  to  the 
iiles  and  regulations  which  prevail  in  civil  suits, 
n  which  special  bail  is  required. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
md  after  the  last  day  ot  May  next,  there  shall  be 
stablished  the  foUowiDg  new  districts  and  ports 
>f  delivery,  to  wit:  Iik  the  State  of  New  York,  a 
listrict,  to  be  called  the  District  of  Hudson; 
rhich  shall  include  the  city  of  Hodsao,  and  all 
he  waters  and  shores  northward  of  the  said  city 
IQ  Hudson  river,  and  the  town  of  Catskill 
lelow  the  said  city;  and  the  said  city  of  Hud- 
on  shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry  for  the  said 
listrict;  to  which  shall  be  anneTOi  the  towns 
)r  landing  places  of  Cat^ill,  Kinderhook,  and 
iVlbaoy,  as  ports  of  delivery  only;  and  the  col- 
ector  for  the  said  district  shall  reside  at  Hud- 
on;  and.  a  surveyor,  to  reside  at  Hudson,  and 
noiher,  at  Albany,  as  is  now  by  law  establi^ed : 
n  the  State  of  Connecticut,  a  district  to  be 
:aUed  the  district  of  Middletown;  which  shall  in- 
|lude  the  several  towns  and  landing  places  of 
jyme,  Saybrook.  Killingswortb,  Haddam,  East 
■laddam,  Middletown.  Chatham,  Weathersfield, 
Slastenbury,  HartfonL  East  Hartford,  Windsor 
ind  Elast  Windsor ;  of  which,  Middletown  shall 
>e  the  sole  port  of  entry,  and.  the  other  towns  and 
anding  places  before  named  shall  be  ports  of  de- 
ivery  only:  and  the  collects  shall  reside  at  Mid- 
lletown,  and  there  shall  be  two  other  surveyors 
.ppointed  within  the  said  district,  one  to  reside  at 
lartford,  and  the  other  at  Saybrook:  In  the 
^tate  of  Massachusetts,  a  district  to  be  called  the 
District  of  Waldoborough ;  and  a  collector  for 
he  district  shall  reside  at  Waldoborough,  which 
hall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry ;  and  to  which  dis- 
rict  shall  be  annexed  the  towns  of  Bristol,  No- 
ileboroogh,  Warren,  Thomasloo,  Cushing,  and 
l^ambden ;  also,  a  fdace  called  Ducktrap,  as  porta 
if  delivery  only;  and  there  shall  be  a  surveyor  to 
eside  at  Thoma^^ton;  and  all  the  shores  and  wa- 
ers,  from  the  middle  of  Damaraaeotty  river  to 
>ucktrapj  shall  be  comprehended  within  the  said 
listrict  of  Waldoborcnagb.  And  in  the  district  of 
Portland  and  Falmouth,  Freeport,  and  Harps- 
veil ;  and  also,  in  the  District  of  Bath,  the  towns 
'f  Georgetown  and  Brunswick  shall  be  ports  of 
ielivery  only:  And  the  collectors,  to  be  appointed 
0  conformity  with  this  act,  shall  each  become 
Kjund  in  the  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars,  and 
!ach  surveyor,  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dol- 
ars,  in  manner,  as  is  by  law  provid.  d  in  like 
rases?.  And  the  same  duties,  auttiorities,  and  fees 
r  office,  with  a  similar  distribution  thereof  shall 
appertain  to  those  appointments,  as  are  now,  in 
ike  cases,  authorized  by  law.  And  the  collectors 


aforesaid  shall  each  receive  the  same  per  centage 
on  the  amount  of  all  moneys  by  them  respective- 
ly received  for  duties,  tt^etber  with  the  same 
yearly  allowance,  as  is  allowed  by  law  to  the  Col- 
lector of  the  District  of  Fairfield ;  and  each  of 
the  surveyors  in  the  district  aforesaid  sbell  re- 
ceive the  same  yearly  allowance  as  is,  or  may  be, 
allowed  by  law  to  the  Surveyor  of  the  District  of 
New  Haven. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
master  or  commander  of  any  ship  or  vessel, 
bound  from  a  foreign  port  or  place,  to  the  District 
of  Hudson,  or  to  the  District  of  Bermuda  Hun- 
dred and  City  Point,  shall,  if  bound  to  the  former, 
first  come  to,  with  ms  ship  or  vessel,  at  the  city  oi 
New  York ;  and  if  to  the  latter,  after  the  last  day 
of  September  next,  at  Hampton  Road  or  Sewell^s' 
Point,  and  there  make  report  to  the  Collector  of 
New  York,  or  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  or  to 
the  Collector  of  the  port  of  Hampton,  as  the 
case  may  be,  and  take  on  board  an  inspecttw  of 
the  customs,  before  he  shall  proceed  to  the  Dis- 
trict of  Hudson,  or  to  the  District  of  Bermuda 
Hundred  and  City  Point :  And  if  bound  to  any 
port  on  Connecticut  river,  shall  take  an  inspector 
on  board  at  Saybrook,  before  proceeding  to  such 
port.  And  if  any  master  or  commander  shall  ne- 
glect or  refuse  to  comply  with  the  duty  hereby 
enjoined,  or  which  is  enjoined  in  the  third  section 
of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  more 
effectually  for  the  collection  of  the  duties  im- 
posed by  law  on  goods,  wares  and  merchandise 
imported  into  Uie  United  States,  and  on  the  ton- 
nage of  ships  or  vessels,"  he  shall  forfeit  a  sum 
not  more  than  five  hundred,  and  not  less  than 
fifty  dollars:  Provided  however,  That,  from  and 
after  the  last  day  of  May  next,  the  restrictions 
contained  in  the  said  third  section  shall  not  ex- 
tend to,  and  be  considered  as  aflfectiDg  the  several 
ports  or  places  included  within  the  District  of 
Middletown;  also,  the  ports  of  North  Yarmouth, 
Freeport,  and  Harpswell,  in  the  District  of  Port- 
land and  Falmoutt^  or  the  ports  of  George  Town 
and  Brunswick,  in  the  District  of  Bath. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
District  of  Hampton  lor  James  River  shall  only 
extend  up  to  the  east  side  of  Chickahomony 
river,  and  from  thence  upwards  to  RichmMid  on 
the  north  side,  shall  be  annexed  to  the  District  of 
Bermuda  Hundred  and  City  Point ;  which  dis- 
trict shall  extend  down  James  River  on  the  south 
side  to  Hood's. 

Sbc.  7.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  ThaL  when- 
ever a  seizure,  condemnation,  and  ^e  of  good% 
wares,  and  merchandise,  shall  hereafter  take  place, 
in  the  United  States,  and  the  value  thereof  shall 
be  less  than  one  hundred  dollars,  that  part  of  the 
forfeiture  which  accrues  to  the  UniHd  States,  or 
so  much  thereof  as  shall  be  necessary,  shall  be 
applied  to  the  payment  of  the  costs  of  praseeo- 
tion. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  May  next,  whenever  an 
entry  shall  be  made  with  the  collector  of  any  dis- 
trict of  any  merchandise  imptdrted  into  the  United 
States,  suitjeet  to  duties,  by  any  agent,  ftctor  or 
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person,  other  than  the  bona  fide  owner  or  consig- 
nee of  such  merchandise,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  collector  to  increase  the  pen^ty  of  the  bond 
to  be  ffiren  for  the  duties,  the  ram  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  to  make  it  a  part  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  said  bond,  that  the  bona  fide  owner  or 
consignee  of  such  merchandise  shall,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  payment  stipulated  in  said  bond, 
deliver  to  said  collector  a  full  and  correct  account 
of  the  said  merchandise  imported  for  him,  or  on 
his  account;  or  consigned  to  his  care^  in  manner 
and  form,  as  is  now  required  by  law  m  respect  to 
an  entry,  previous  to  the  landing  of  any  merchan- 
dise ;  which  account  shall  be  verified,  as  in  the 
case  of  an  entry,  and  by  a  like  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, to  be  taken  and  subscribed  before  any  judge 
of  the  United  States,  or  the  judge  of  any  court 
of  record  of  a  State,  or  before  a  collector  of  the 
enstoms  somle  other  district.  And  in  ease  of 
the  payment  of  the  duties,  at  the  time  <tf  entry, 
by  any  factor  or  agent,  on  the  goods  entered  by 
him,  the  collector  shall  take  his  bond  with  secu- 
rity, in  the  penalty  of  one  thousand  dollars,  with 
condition,  that  the  account  verified  by  the  oath 
or  affirmation  of  the  bona  fide  owner  or  consig- 
nee, in  manner  as  before  directed,  shall  be  de- 
livered to  the  said  collector  within  ninety  days. 

Sec  9.  And  be  it  Junius  enacted.  That  all 
bonds  which  may  be  given  for  any  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise  exported  from  the  United  States 
after  the  last  day  of  May  next,  and  on  which  any 
drawback  of  duties,  or  allowance,  shall  be  paya- 
ble in  virtue  of  such  exportation,  shall  and  may 
be  dischai^ed,  and  not  otherwise,  by  producing, 
within  one  year  from  the  date  thereof,  if  the  ex- 
portation be  made  to  any  part  of  Europe  or 
America,  or  within  two  years,  if  made  to  any  part 
of  Asia  or  Africa,  a  oertifieate  under  the  hand  ot 
the  consignee  at  the  foreign  port  or  place,  to 
whom  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
shall  have  been  addressed,  therein  particularly 
setting  forth  and  describing  the  articles  so  ex- 
ported, with  their  quantities  or  amount,  and  de- 
claring that  the  same  hare  been  delivered  from  on 
board  the  vessel,  in  which  they  were  exported,  at 
the  saidi  place;  as  also,  a  certificate  under  the 
hand  and  seal  of  the  consul  or  agent  of  the  United 
States  residing  at  the  said  place,  declaring,  either 
that  the  facts  stated  in  such  consignee's  certificate 
are,  to  his  knowledge,  true,  or  that  the  certificate 
of  sneh  consignee  is,  in  his  opinion,  deserving  of 
full  credit ;  which  certificate  of  the  consignee  and 
consul,  or  agent^  shall,  in  all  cases,  as  respects  the 
landing  or  debvery  of  the  said  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  be  confirmed  by  the  oath  of  the  mas- 
ter and  mate,  if  living,  or  in  case  of  their  death, 
by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  two  principal 
surviving  offimrs  of  the  vessel,  in  which  the  ex- 
portation shall  be  made.  And  in  cases  where 
there  shall  be  no  consul  or  agent  of  the  United 
States  residing  at  the  said  place  of  delivery,  the 
certificate  of  the  consignee  before  required  shall 
be  confirmed  by  the  certificate  of  two  reputable 
American  merchants  residing  at  the  said  place;  or 
if  there  be  no  such  American  merchants,  then  by 
the  cerdAeate  of  two  reputable  foreign  mer- 


chants, testifying  that  the  facts  stated  in  such  ccm- 
signee^  certificate,  are,  to  their  knowled§;e.  trw. 
or  that  sach  consignee's  certificate  is.  tn  theii 
opinion,  worthy  of  full  credit;  which  certifieau 
shall  be  supported  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of 
the  master  and  mate,  or  other  principal  offieen  of 
the  vessel,  in  the  manner  before  prescribed.  And 
in  cases  of  loss  at  sea,  or  by  capture,  or  other  nin- 
voidable  accident,  or  whe^  from  the  nature  i^iIk 
trade,  the  proofs  and  certificates  before  mcntioDed 
are  not,  and  cannot  be  produced,  the  exporter  « 
exporters  shall  be  allowed  to  adduce,  to  the  col- 
lector of  the  port  of  exportation,  such  other  proo6 
as  they  may  have,  and  as  the  nature  of  the  case 
will  admit;  which  proofs  shall,  with  a  statm^of 
all  the  eircnmatances  attending  the  tnnsietioD. 
within  the  knoiriedge  of  such  collector,  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Cknnptroller  of  the  Treasury,  wiio 
shaU,  if  he  be  satisfied  with  the  truth  and  validitr 
thereof,  have  power  to  direct  the  bonds  of  suck 
exporter  or  exporters  to  be  cancelled. 
Approved,  February  26, 1796. 

An  Act  fbr  allowing  an  additiMtal  ctHnpeuBtkB  tslbt 
Judges  of  die  Ttv^Aaim  of  Rhode  Usaid  and  Ddt 
ware. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  there  shall  be  allowed 
to  the  Judges  of  the  Districts  of  Rhode  Mmi 
and  Delaware,  each,  two  hundred  dollars  yearly, 
in  addition  to  the  compensation  heretofore  allow- 
ed, to  commence  on  tne  first  day  of  the  ^cscni 
year,  and  to  be  paid  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  in  quarterly  payments. 

Approved,  February  27,  1795. 

An  Act  to  ptonde  for  ddling  forth  Maititto  cI^ 
cnta  the  Laws  of  the  Union,  mppnm  iosamctiiiH, 
and  repel  inwaioBs,  and  to  repeal  die  aetamrn 
force  far  thoaa  ptupotes. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  whenever  the  Uaiied 
States  shall  be  invaded,  or  be  in  imminent  dan^ 
of  invasion,  from  any  foreign  nation  or  Indian 
tribe,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  call  forth  such  number  of  the 
militia  of  the  State  or  States  most  convenient  id 
the  place  of  danger  or  scene  of  action,  as  he  mij 
judge  necessary  to  repel  such  invasion,  and  to 
suenis  orders  for  that  purpose  to  such  offieetor 
officers  of  the  militia  as  he  shall  think  pro^- 
And,  in  ease  of  an  ittsnrrection  in  any  BttK 
against  the  Gorerament  thereof,  it  shall  be  lawfol 
for  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  indi- 
cation of  the  Legislature  of  such  Stat^  or  of  ibe 
Executive,  (when  the  Legtslattn-e  cannot  be  con- 
vened,) to  call  forth  such  number  of  the  mUitii 
of  any  other  State  or  States  as  may  be  applied 
for,  as  he  may  judge  sufficient  to  suppress  such 
insurrection. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted,  Thai  when- 
ever the  laws  of  the  United  States  shall  be  oi>- 
posed,  or  the  execution  thereof  obstructed  in 
State,  by  combinations  too  powerful  to  be  ^up- 
pressed  oy  the  ordinary  course  of  Judicial  pff" 
ceedings,  or  by  the  powers  vested  in  the  Marshall 
by  this  act,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Presideni  rf 
the  United  States  to  call  forth  the  mUitia  of  swb 
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State,  or  of  any  other  State  or  States,  as  may  be 

lecessary  to  suppress  such'  combinations,  and  to 
lause  the  laws  to  be  duly  executed ;  and  the  use 
)f  militia  so  to  be  called  forth,  may  be  continued, 
f  necessary,  until  the  ext>iration  of  thirty  days 
lAer  the  commencement  of  the  then  ttext  session 
)f  Congress. 

Sec.  3.  Provided  alwaye,  and  be  it  farther  en- 
icted,  That  wheneTcr  it  may  be  necessary,  in  the 
adgment  of  the  President,  to  u»e  the  military 
ijrce  hereby  directed  to  be  called  forth,  the  Presi- 
!ent  shall  forthwith,  by  proclamation,'Commaad 
nch  insurgents  to  disperse^  and  retire  peaceably 
0  their  respective  abodes  within  a  limited  lime. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  JurGur  enured,  That  the 
oilitiB  em^oyed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
Itates  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  rules  uid  ar- 
icles  q{  war  a^  the  troops  of  the  United  States ; 
,nd  that  no  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  or 
trivate  of  the  militia,  shall  be  compelled  to  serre 
aore  than  ihree  months  aftn  his  arrival  at  the 
ilace  of  rendezvous,  in  any  one  rear,  nor  more 
ban  in  due  rotation  irith  every  otner  aUe-hodied 
nan  of  the  same  lanh  in  the  battalion  to  which 
le  belongs. 

Sec.  b.  And  be  it  ^further  enacted.  That  every 
ifficer,  non-commissioned  officer,  or  private  of  the 
nilitia,  who  shall  fail  to  obey  the  orders  of  the 
'resident  of  the  United  States,  in  any  of  the 
ases  before  recited,  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  ex- 
eeding  one  year's  pay,  and  not  less  than  one 
aonth^  pay,  to  he  determined  and  adjudged  by  a 
ourt-nartiu;  and  such  offieershalL  moreover,  be 
table  to  be  cashiered,  by  sentence  of  a  conrt-mar- 
ial,  and  be  inea|mcitated  from  holding  a  com- 
nission  in  the  militia  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
welve  months,  at  the  discretion  of  the  said  court; 
ind  such  non-commbsioned  cheers  and  privates 
hall  be  liaUe  to  be  imprisoned,  by  a  like  sentence, 
pn  failure  of  payment  of  me  fines  adjudged 
^inst  them,  for  one  calendar  month  for  every 
ive  dollars  of  such  fine. 

Sec.  6.  And  beit  farther  enacted,  That  courts- 
aartial  for  the  trial  of  mHitia  shaJl  be  composed 
(f  militia  officers  only. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  all 
Ines  to  be  assessed,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  certified 
ly  the  presiding  officei  of  the  conrt-oaartiat  be- 
bre  whom  the  same  shall  be  assessed,  to  the  Har- 
hal  of  the  District  in  which  the  delinquent  shall 
eside,  or  to  one  of  his  deputie^  and  also  to  the 
Supervisor  of  the  Revenue  of  the  same  District, 
rho  shall  record  the  said  certificate  in  a  book,  to 
K  kept  for  Uiat  purpose.  The  said  Marshal  or 
lis  deputy  shall  forthwith  proceed  to  levy  the 
■id  fines,  with  costs,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the 
;oods  and  chattels  of  the  delinquent ;  which 
:08ts  and  the  manner  of  proceeding,  with  respect 
:o  the  sale  of  the  goods  distrained,  shall  be  agree- 
ible  to  the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  the  same 
shall  be  in  other  cases  of  distress.  And  where 
iny  non-commissioned  officer  or  private  shall  be 
idjudged  to  suffer  imprisonment,  there  being  do 
i:cK>da  or  chattels  to  be  found,  wherettf  to  levy  the 
said  fines,  tiie  Murshal  of  the  District  or  his  depu- 
T  may  commit  such  dduutuent  to  jail  daring  the 


term  lor  which  he  shall  be  so  adjudged  to  impri- 
sonment, or  until  the  fine  shall  be  paid,  in  the 
same  maimer  as  other  persons  condemned  to  fine 
and  imprisonment  at  the  suit  of  the  United  States 
may  be  committed. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the 
Marshals  and  their  deputies  shall  pay  all  such 
fines  by  them  levied  to  the  Supervisor  of  the  Re- 
venue in  the  District  in  which  they  are  collected 
within  two  months  after  (hey  shall  have  received 
the  same,  deducting  therefrom  five  per  centum  as 
a  compensation  for  their  trouble;  and,  incase  of 
failure,  the  same  shall  be  recoverable  by  action  of 
debt  or  information  in  any  Court  of  the  United 
States  of  the  district  in  which  such  fines  shall  be 
levied,  having  cognizance  thereof^  to  be  sued  for, . 
prosecuted,  and  recovered,  in  the  name  of  the  Su- 
pervisor of  the  District,  with  interest  and  costs. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  farOter  enacted^  That  the 
Marshals  of  the  sevenl  Dutricte  aad  their  depu- 
ties shall  have  the  same  powers,  in  executing  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  as  Sherifiit  and  Uieir 
deputies  in  the  several  States  have,  by  law,  in  ex- 
ecuting the  laws  of  the  respective  States. 

Sec  10.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the 
act,  entitled  "  Aa  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth 
the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  ike  Union,  sup* 
press  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,  passed 
the  second  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-two,  shall  he  and  the  same  is 
hereby  repealed. 

Approred,  February  38, 1795. 

An  Act  to  continue  in  force,  fiv  a  fimited  time,  the  acta 
thnron  mmtiuwd. 

Be  U  enacted,^,  That  the  act,  mtitled  "An  act 
declaring;  the  consentof  Congress  to  an  act  of  the 
State  oiMaryland,  passed  the  twenty-eighth  of 
December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-three, for  the  appointment  of  a  Health  Offi- 
cer;" and  also  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  for  the  establishment  and  sup- 
port of  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  public 
piers,"  so  far  as  the  same  provides  for  defraying 
the  necessary  expense  of  supporting  light-houses, 
beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers,  and  the  stakeage 
of  channels  on  the  sea-coast ;  and  also  so  much 
of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  miti- 
gating or  remitting  the  penalties  and  forfeitures 
accrumg  under  the  revenue  lavs  in  certain  case&, 
and  to  make  ftirther  provision  for  the  payment  of 
pensions  to  invalids,"  as  relates  to  the  mitigating 
or  remitting  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  accruing 
under  the  revenue  laws  in  certain  eases,  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  are  continued  in  force  until  the 
end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  no 
longer. 

Approved,  March  3, 1795. 

An  Act  relative  to  cesnons  of  jurisdiction  in  places 
where  light-hooBea,  beacons,  buoys,  and  public  pieni 
have  been  or  m»y  hereafter  be  erected  and  fixed. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  where  cessions  have 
been,  or  *  hereafter  may  be  made,  by  any  State  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  places  where  light-houses,  bea- 
cons, buoys,  or  pnbHe  piers,  have  been  erected  and 
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fixed,  or  may,  by  law,  be  provided  to  be  erected  or 
fixed,  with  reservation,  that  process,  civil  and  cri- 
minaJ,  issuing  under  the  authority  of  such  State, 
may  be  executed  and  served  therein,  such  cessions 
shall  be  deemed  sufficient,  under  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  providing  for  the  supporting  or 
erecting  of  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  pub- 
lic piers. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  where 
any  State  hath  made  or  shall  make  a  cession  of 
jurisdiction,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid^  without 
teserTatioa,  all  process,  civil  and  crimuai,  issu- 
ing under  the  authority  of  such  State  or  the  Unit- 
ed States,  may  be  served  and  executed  withia  the 

5 laces,  the  jurisdiction  of  which  hatiheen  so  ce- 
ed,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  no  siuch  cession 
had  been  made. 
Approved,  March  2, 1795. 

Aa  Act  rdatm  to  the  puimg  of  cowtiiig  veweb  be- 
twoen  Long  Isknd  and  Rhode  Uind. 

Be  it  enacted,  Sc.,  That  coasting  vessels  going 
from  Long  Island,  in  the  State  oT  New  York,  to 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  or  from  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  to  the  said  Long  Island,  shall  have 
the  same  privileges  as  are  allowed  to  Tessas  un- 
der the  like  circumstances  going  from  a  district  in 
one  State  to  a  district  in  the  same  or  an  a^oin- 
ing  State. 

Approred,  March  2, 1795. 

An  Act  to  alter  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
laying  certain  datiea  upon  anuff  and  refined  sugar.'' 
Be  it  enacted,  ^ c,  That  the  duty  of  eight  cents 
per  pound  on  snuff,  laid  by  the  act  of  last  session, 
entitled  "An  act,  layinccertain  duties  upon  snuff 
and  refined  sugar,"  shall  cease  on  the  last  day  of 
March,  in  the  present  year,  and  shall  not  thence- 
forth be  collected ;  but,  in  lieu  thereof,  there  shall 
be  levied  and  collected  upon  all  mills,  employed 
in  the  manufacture  of  snuff  within  the  United 
States,  the  following  yearly  rates  and  duties,  to 
wit :  For  and  upon  each  and  every  mortar,  con- 
tained in  any  mill  worked  by  water,  and  for  every 
pair  of  millstones,  employed  in  the  manufacture  of 
snul^  fiTe  hundred  and  sixty  dollars;  npon  every 
pestle  in  any  mill,  other  than  mills  worked  by 
hand,  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars ;  upon  every 
pestle,  in  any  mill  worked  by  hand,  one  hundred 
and  twelve  dollars ;  and  upon  every  mill  in  which 
snuff  is  manufactured,  by  stampers  and  grinders, 
two  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty  dollars  per 
annum. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itfurtKer  enacted,  That  the  du- 
ties aforesaid  shall  be  levied,  collected,  and  ac- 
counted for,  by  the  same  officers  as  are  provided 
by  the  act,  entitled,  "An  act  repealing,  after  the 
last  day  of  June  next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid 
npon  distilled  spirits,  imported  from  abroad,  and 
laying  others  in  their  stead,  and  also  upon  spirits 
distilled  within  the  United  State&  and  for  appro- 
priating the  same subject  to  the  supermtend- 
enee  and  control  of  the  Deparnnent  of  the  Treas- 
uiy,  aeeording  to  the  respective  authorities  and 
duties  of  the  officers  thereof. 


Sec,  3.  And  be  U  further  enacUd,  That  em; 
person,  who  shall  be  a  manufacturer  of  souff.  m 
the  first  day  of  April,  in  the  present  year,  snalL 
within  thirty  days  thereafter,  and  in  each  succeed 
ing  yt-ar,  at  least  thirty  days  before  thefirstda; 
of  April,  make  a  true  and  exact  entry  or  entries 
in  writing,  at  the  office  of  inspecticHi,  which  sbali 
be  nearest  to  the  house  or  building,  where  be  ibll 
carry  on  the  business  or  trade  ot  manufactoiiDg 
snun^  therein  specifying,  truly  and  peiticuhrij, 
every  house  or  building  in  which  the  said  maiui- 
facture  shall  be  carried  on,  with  the  number  a 
mortars  in  every  mill  by  him  owned,  occuiued,Di 
used,  and  worked  by  water,  and  every  nii  d 
millstones,  used  or  employed  in  the  manafacnut 
of  spuff,  and  every  pestle,  in  every  mill,  as  afore- 
said, distinctly  specifying  such  pestles  as  are  woii- 
ed  by  other  means  tlianl>y  hand,  and,  also,  eren 
pestle  worked  by  hand,  as  also  every  mill  in  wlticl 
snuff  is  manufactured  by  stampers  and  griaders: 
And  every  person,  who  shall  commence  the  busi- 
ness or  trade  of  manufacturing  snufi^  after  iheaW 
first  day  of  April,  shall,  at  least  thirty  days  before 
commencing  sucn  manufacture,  make  lute  estn 
or  entries  yearly,  in  manner  as  is  before  direciei 
and  in  failure  thereof,  every  such  manufactoitr 
shall  forfeit  and  lose  every  mill,  in  respect  K 
which  such  entry  shall  not  be  made,  with  tk 
utensils  thereto  belonging,  and  shall  also  foito 
and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  n- 
covered  with  costs  of  suit. 

Sec.  a:  And  be  U  Jurther  enacted.  That  every 
person,  who  .<diaU  be,  on  the  first  day  of  April,  in 
the  present  year,  or  at  any  time  thereafter, tmtii- 
ufacturer  of  snuff,  within  the  United  States,  aod 
who  shall  have  made  the  entry  or  entries  httm- 
before  directed,  sball  be  entitled  on  applicaiiu 
therefor,  in  writing,  by  himself,  or  bis  a^t  v 
attorney,  to  the  officer  of  inspection  wilbTboa 
entry  shall  have  been  made,  to  receive  a  license 
for  each  and  every  mill  by  him  owned,  occufuei 
or  used,  in  carrying  on  the  said  manufactiue « 
snuff,  for  the  term  of  one  year,  which  license  siu 
be  granted  without  fee  or  cha^e,  upon  the  e<wt- 
tion  of  giving  a  bond  or  bonds,  with  one  or  iddr 
sufficient  sureties,  for  the  amount  of  the  dotfo 
duties,  for  one  year,  which,  according  to  ibitui, 
ought  to  be  paid  for  and  upon  the  mill,  in 
to  which  the  said  license  is  requested,  withoMt* 
tion  to  pay  the  same  in  three  equal  parts:  ow- 
third  part  at  the  expiration  of  nine  months,  anotb- 
er  third  part  at  the  expiration  of  twelve  monin 
and  the  remaining  thii^  part  at  the  expintion  of 
fifteen  months,  from  the  date  of  such 
Provided,  That  in  lieu  of  the  said  bond  or  bcaet 
it  shall  be  at  the  option  of  the  manufacturer  lofsf 
the  said  amount  of  the  said  duty  immediateq- 
with  a  deduction  or  abatement  of  six  per  cent 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Jiaiher  enacted,  That  ib«  li- 
censes, herein  directed  to  be  granted,  »li«Il  * 
prepared  by  the  supervisors  of  the  rercniie.  re- 
spectively, pursuant  to  such  forms  as  shall  be  in- 
scribed by  the  Treasury  Department;  aod,  vhei 
issued,  such  licenses  shall,  in  respect  to  tllper»B< 
who  shall  he  manufacturers  of  snafl^  on  we  fi^ 
day  of  April,  in  the  present  year,  bear  date  oi  w 
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■tid  day ;  and  in  respect  to  all  persons  who  shall 
thereaiter  commence  the  said  manufactare,  such 
license  shallbear  date  on  the  first  daj  uf  the  quar- 
ter of  the  year  in  which  the  said  licenses  shall  be 
issued,  and  the  said  quarters  of  the  year  shall  be 
deemed  and  are  hereby  declared,  to  commence  on 
the  first  days  of  January,  April,  July,  and  October, 
in  each  year. 

Sbc.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  every 
manufacturer  of  anufi*  to  whom  a  license  shall 
have  been  granted,  so  lon^  as  he,  or  she,  shall  in- 
tend to  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturing 
snu^  shall^  yearly,  and  every  year,  within  the 
thirty  days  immeaiately  preceding  the  expiration 
of  each  license,  apply  for  a  new  license  foir  the 
next  succeeding  year,  in  manner  heiret(»rore  di- 
rected, and,  in  like  manner,  shall  pay  or  secure 
the  payment  of  the  duties  fot  such  year. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if.  af- 
ter the  first  day  of  April  next,  any  person  snail 
carry  on  the  business  of  manufaeturiog  snuff, 
without  a  license  for  tbat  purpose,  according  to 
this  act,  Or  shall  carry  on  the  same  at  or  with  an  y 
mill,  other  than  that  mentioned  in  such  license, 
such  manofacturer,  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and 
pay,  upon  every  conviction  of  soch  offence,  treble 
the  yearly  amount  of  the  duty  hereby  caarged 
ti]Km  the  mill  or  mills,  'herein  or  whereby  the 
•aid  business  shall  be  so  carried  on.  And  all  du- 
ties and  penalties  imposed  by  this  act,  shall  attach 
to,  and  remain  as  a  lien  upon,  each  and  every 
mill,  in  respect  to  which  such  duty  or  penalty 
shall  have  accrued,  nntit  the  same  bs  folly  satis- 
fied and  paid. 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted,  That  upon 
all  snuff,  which,after  the  last  day  of  March,  inthe 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five, 
shall  be  manufactured  in  the  United  States,  and 
shall  be  exported  therefrom,  under  the  limitations 
and  provisions  hereinafter  prescribed,  the  exporter 
or  exporters  thereof  shall  he  entitled  to  a  draw- 
back of  six  cents  per  pound :  Provided,  That  the 
quantity  exported,  at  any  one  time,  by  the  same 
person,  shallntnonitt  to  three  hundred  pounds. 

aw3,9.  Andbeitjwiherenaaed,  Thatinorderto 
entitle  the  exporter  or  exporters  of  any  snuff,  to  a 
drawback  thereon,  every  such  penoA  shall,  pre- 
rtoas  to  the  removal  uereof,  nom  the  -  mill  or 
warehouse,  irtiere  the  same  may  be,  make  ont,  in 
writing,  an  exact  entry,  in  which  shall  be  speci- 
fied 'the  outward  packages,  in  which  the  same  is 
intended  to  be  exported,  the  name  of  the  manu- 
iactnrer,  and  the  marks  and  numbers  of  each,  the 
quantity  of  snuff  in  each  package,  and  the  number 
of  bottles,  canisters,  bladders,  or  other  packages, 
containmg  the  same,  the  name  of  the  vessel  and 
commauder,  io  which  such  snuff  is  intended  to  be 
exported;  and  shall  make  oath  or  affirmation  to 
the  truth  of  such  entry,  that  the  snuff  therein  spe- 
cified was  manufactured  in  the  United  States,  af- 
ter the  last  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five,  and  the  name  or  names  of 
the  person  by  whom,  and  the  mill  where,  it  was 
manufactured,  and  that  the  same  is  truly  and  bona 
fide  intended  to  be  exported  out  of  the  United 
Statea,  and  tbat  no  part  thereof  is  intended  to  be 
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relanded  therein.  And  upon  such  entry  being  so 
made  and  certified,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  col- 
lector to  whom  such  entry  is  tendered  to  cause 
the  said  packages  to  be  examined,  and  to  permit 
the  iiame  to  be  exported,  under  the  inspection  of 
an  officer  of  the  customs,  in  like  manner  as  is  pro- 
vided for  the  exportation  of  other  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise, entitled-to drawback,:  Prtmde^ 
That  no  drawback  shall  be  allowed  on  any  snul^ 
except  the  same  ^all  be  exported  from  any  of  the 
ports,  at  which  ships  or  vessels  from  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  or  from  any  place  beyond  the  same, 
are  admitted  to  make  entry. 

Sec.  10.  AndbeitJiiT^r  enacted.  That  every 
exporter  of  snuff,  entitled  to  drawback,  shall  enter 
into  bonds,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  in  an 
amount  e({ual  to  double  the  amount  of  the  draw- 
back, conditioned  that  the  same  shall  not  be  re- 
landed within  the  United  States;  and  the  master 
or  commander  of  the  shi^  or  vessel,  in  which  such 
pnuff  is  reported  to  be  shipped,  shall  make  oath  or 
affirmation,  tbat  the  packages  specified  in  the  out- 
ward entry,  are  actually  laden  on  board  his  ship 
or  vessel,  and  tbat  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof 
shall  not  be  relanded  in  the  United  States ;  and 
upon  such  oath  or  affirmation  being  made,  and  the 
other  provisions  of  the  act  being  complied  with, 
tbe  collector,  with  whom  such  entry  is  madei 
shall  grant  a  debenture  or  debentures,  for  the 
amxiunt  of  the  drawback  to  which  suchsnnffis 
entitled,  payable  in  twelve  months  from  the  time 
of  granting  the  same;  and  such  debenture  ot  de- 
bentures shall  be  discharged  by  the  coUedtor  grant- 
ing the  same,  at  tbe  expiration  of  the  term,  out  of 
anv  puUic  money  in  his  hands. 

^Ec.  11.  Provided  alwaye,  and  be  it  Jurther 
enacted,  That  before  the  payment  of  any  deben- 
ture, the  person  demanding  such  payment  shall 
produce  to  the  collector  the  oath  or  affirmation 
of  the  master  and  mate  or  the  vessel,  (in  which 
the  snuff,  for  which  such  debenture  was  granted,) 
declaring  that  the  same  was  actually  landed' in 
some  foreign  port  or  place,  and  was  not,  or  any 
part  theren,  to  the  b^  of  their  knowledge  and  be- 
lief, reluded  or  brought  back  to  the  United  States  i 
and  the  perstm  demanding  such  payment  diall 
likewisa  make  oath  or  affirmation,  in  like  manner^  ' 
that  the  snuff  for  which  such  debenture  was 
granted,  was  not,  according  to  his  best  knowledge 
and  belief^  relanded  in,  or  brought  beck  to,  .the 
United  States :  Provided,  alao,  That  in  cases  of 
loss  at  sea,  or  other  Unavoidable  accident,  where-  , 
by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  captain  or  mate 
mate  of  the  ship,  or  vessel  cannot  he  obtained,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  admit  such  other  proof  as  to  him  shall  ap- 
pear satisfactory,  under  tlie  special  circumstances 
:  of  the  case. 

Sec  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
snuff  entered  for  exportation,  with  intention  tooh- 
tain  a  drawback  thereon,  shall  be  relanded  or  at- 
tempted to  be  relanded  within  the  United  States, 
it^atl  be  subject  to  seizure  and  forfeiture,  togeth- 
er with  the  ship  or  vessel  from  which  it  shall  be 
unladen,  and  the  vessel  or  boat  in  which  it  shall 
be  put }  and  the  master  or  commander  of  the  ship 
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or  vessel,  from  which  the  same  is  uoladen,  shall, 
moreover,  forfeit  and  pay  five  hundred  dolhurs : 
Prw^Xdy  That  every  proseeotion  for  any  such 
oflenoe  shall  be  commenced  withia  twelve  mooths 
from  the  time  when  the  same  was  committed,  and 
that  the  ship,  vessel  or  boat,  from  which  any 
such  snuff  shall  be  uoladea  or  landed,  shall,  con- 
tinne  subject  to  such  seizure  and  forfeiture  for 
twelve  months  from  the  time  the  offence  was 
committed,  and  no  longer. 

Sbo.  13.  ^ntiAett  A0lAere}t4XCte(2,  Thatitshall 
be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  granting  debentures 
for  snuff  exported,  to  keep,  a  separate  account 
thereof,  and  to  specify  the  mill  or  mills  in  which 
each  parcel  exported,  was  manufactured..  And 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  cause  an  ac- 
count to  be  laid  before  the  Legislature,  annuaUy,of 
the  produce  of  the  revenue,  arising  from  snuf^ 
and  of  the  amount  of  the  drawbacks  lax  which  de- 
bentures have  been  granted  in  each  year. 

Sbo.  U.  ilnd6ei(.^fr£&erettocte(j,  That  all  pen- 
alties and  forfeitures  which  shall  be  ineuried  pur- 
souit  to  this  act,  shall  be  divided  and  distributed, 
one  half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  Statei^ 
and  the  other  half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  person, 
who,il  an  officer  of  inspection,  shall  first  discover,  or 
if  not  an  officer  pf  iospeetion,  ahall  first  give  inform- 
Ation  of  the  cause,  matter,  or  thing,  wnexeby  any 
of  the  said  penalties  and  forfeitures  shall  have  been 
incurred. 

Sec.  15.  AndbeUJurtheretmcted,  Thatitshatl 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
who  is  hereby  empowered,  to  makesuch  compensa- 
tion to  the  cmcers  of  inspection,  employed  in  the 
collection  of  the  duties  aforesaid,  and  oa  refined 
sugar,  and  on  the  duties  upon  carriages  for  the 
conveyance  of  persons,  and  for  incidental  expenses, 
as  he  shall  judge  reasonable,  not  exceeding  in  the 
whole  five  per  centum  of  the  total  amount  of  the 
said  duties  collected. 

Sbo.  16.  And  b»  U  further  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  last  aa.j  of  March,  in  the  present 
year,  the  several  clauses  and  provisions  of  the  act, 
entitled  "  An  act,  laying  certain  duties  upon 
suuff  and  refined  sugar,"  so  far  as  the  same  shaU 
relate  to  the  laying  and  collecting  of  duties  on 
snuff  manufactured  in  the  United  Sta(e6,shall  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed ;  except  as  to 
the  recovery  and  receipt  of  such  duties  on  snuff 
as  shall  then  have  accrued,  and  the  payokent  of 
drawbacks  on  snuff  exportedj  and  as  to  the  reco- 
very of  any  penalties  and  forfeitures,  which  shall 
have  been  incurred  before  and  on  the  said  day, 
but  the  revenue  to  arise  from  the  duty  on  sniuT 
manufactured  within  the  United  States  shall  re- 
main charged  with  the  same  amtropriiUioBs  as  if 
this  act  had  not  pa^ed ;  and  that  this  act  shall 
continue  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  March,  <me 
thousand  eight  hundrM  and  one. 

Approved,  March  3, 1795. 


An  Act  for  continuing  and  nguUting  the  Military  Es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States,  and  for  r^iesling 
sundry  arts  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  present  Military  Es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States,  composed  of  a 


eorpit  of  artillerists  and  engineers,  to  couA  d 
nine  hundred  and  ninety-tvro  non-comnuiBttti 
officers,  privates,  ami  musicians;  and  of  akfia^ 
to  consist  of  four  thousand  eight  hudiei  Ma- 
commissioned  officers,  ptivatea,  and^muuciui, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  contiiuied. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itJurAer  enacted,  Thii  ik 
said  corps  of  artillerists  and  engineers  be  coot- 

Kleted,  conformably  to  the  act  of  the  eightW 
lay  last,  establishing  the  same,  and  preseriluB| 
the  number  and  term  of  enlistmonts,  snd  the  m 
thod  of  organization. 

Sbo.  3.  ATidbeitJwiherenacUd,  Thstthek- 
gion  of  the  United  States  jDe  also  completed,  a 
the  number  of  four  thousand  eight  hundred  soft- 
commissioned  officers,  privates,  and  mu8iciaiu,bf 
voluntary  enUstments  for  the  term  of  three  jcsn; 
and  that  the  sub-le^ns  composing  ^e>»ae,lt 
organized  in  such  manner  as  the  President  d  at 
United  States  shall  direct :  Provided,neterikdm. 
That  no  such  enlistment  shall  be  made  after  tbtt 
years  from  the  passiog  of  this  act. 

Sbo. ^.  AndheU Jurther enacted,  That itslsil 
be  stipulated  as  a  condition  in  the  enliatmau  hi 
cavalry,  that  they  shall  serve  as  dismounted^ 
goons,  when  ordered  so  to  do }  and  that,  in  h 
cases  of  enlistments  o{  the  troops  of  every  a«nf- 
tion,  there  be  expressly  reserved  to  the  Goren- 
ment  a  right  to  discba:^  the  whole  or  anr  jsn 
thereof,  at  such  times,  and  in  such  propwtiw,!) 
may  be  deemed  expedient. 

Sbo.  5u  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  Tkat  U« 
commissioned  officers,  who  shall  be  empioyed  n 
the  recruiting  service,  shall  be  entitled  to  reeaK 
for  every  aUe  bodied  recruit  duly  enlisted  ui 
mnsterea,  of  at  least  five  feet  six  inches  in 
and  not  under  the  age  of  eighteen,  n<v  abon  w 
age  of  forty-six  years,  the  sum  of  two  doUu>> 

Sbo. 6.  And  beitJiaHter  enacted,  ThstilKn 
sfaall  be  allowed  and  mid  to  each  aoldiei  nowa 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  or  duchiis^ 
therefrom  sabaequent  to  the  third  day  d  M>» 
last,  who  shall  re-enlist,  a  bounty  of  sixleea  i» 
lars ;  and  to  each  perscm  not  now  in  the  Ampi 
the  United  States,  or  discharged  as  abore,  v» 
shall  hereafter  enlist,  a  bounty  of  fonrteeo  ddhK 
but  the  payment  of  four  dolkrs  of  the  ^"^JJj 
each  ana  every  man  so  enlisting,  shall  ,be  ^tj^"!^ 
until  he  shall  have  joined  the  corps  in  wUu  se 
is  to  serve. 

Sec.  7.  And  be -it  /uriher  enatied,  Thateraj 
non-commissioned  officer,  private,  aad  mut» 
of  the  artillery  and  infantry,  shall  receire,  assr 
ally,  the  following  articles  of  uniform  clothi^^i'i 
wit :  one  hat  or  helmet,  one  coat,  one  vcj  w 
pair  of  wooUen  and  two  pair  of  linen  overalKi* 
pair  of  dtoea,  four  shirts,  two  pair  of  soeb, 
uanket,  one  stock  and  claqi^  and  one  fut « 
buckles ;  and  that  there  be  furnished  to  the  csn^ 
ry  and  riflemen,  such  clothing  as  shall  be 
suitable  and  best  adapted  to  the  nature  of  » 
service,  having  regard  therein,  aa  nearly  ts 
be,  to  the  viUue  of  the  clothing  allowed  asskx^ 
to  the  infantry  and  artillery. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  Jurlher  enacted.  Thst  e«n 
non*«raBnisaioned  <i&tser,  private,  asd  i>nae», 


Digitized  by 


1517 


APPENDIX. 


Aa$  qf  Congren. 


sball  receive,  daily,  the  following  ntioiu  of  pro- 
rision.  to  wil :  one  pound  of  bed",  three-quar- 
ters of  a  pound  of  pork,  one  pound  of  bread  or 
flout,  hall  a  gill  of  rum,  brandy,  or  whiskey,  and 
at  the  rate  of  one  quart  of  salt,  two  quarts  of 
rioegar,  two  pounds  of  soap,  and  one  pound  of 
candles,  to  every  hundred  rations,  or  the  value 
thereof,  at  the  contract  price,  where  the  same  shall 
become  due:  and  if,  at  such  posi,  supplies  ^re  not 
furnished  by  contract,  then  such  allowance  as 
shall  be  deemed  equitable,  having  reference  to 
former  contracts,  and  the  posiuon  of  the  place  in 
quesdoD. 

Sbc.  9.  Provided  oZwayt,  and  be  it  Jwiher  m- 
icted,  That  to  those  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States  who  are,  or  shall  be  employed  on 
the  Western  Frontiers,  there  shall  be  allowed, 
Joring  the  time  of  their  being  so  employed,  two 
:>unce3  of  flour  or  bread,  and  two  ounces  of  beef 
31  pork,  in  addition  to  each  of  their  rations,  and 
balf  a  pint  of  salt,  in  addition  to  every  hundred  of 
their  rations. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  U  fuHher  enacUd,  That  the 
monthly  pay  of  the  oflScers,  lujo-commissioned 
officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  on  the  Military 
Sstablishnaent  of  the  United  States,  be  as  follows, 
0  wit: — General  Sta£f— a  Major  General,  one 
lundred  and  sixty-six  dollars ;  a  Bri^dier  Gene- 
.'al,  one  hundred  and  four  dollars;  a  Quartermas- 
ter General,  one  hundred  dollars ;  Adjutant  Gene- 
ral, to  do  also  the  duty  of  Inspector,  seventy- 
Sve  dollars ;  Chaplain,  fifty  dollars,;  Surgeon,  se- 
t^enty  doliu£&;  Deputy  Quartermaster,  fifty  dollars; 
A,id-de-Gamp,  in  addition  to  his  pay  in  the  line, 
twenty-four  dollars}  Brigade  Major,  to  act  also  as 
Deputy  Inspector,  in  a£lition  to  his  pay  in  the 
ine,  twenty-four  dollars ;  Principal  Artificer,  for- 
■J  dollars ;  Second  Artificer,  twenty-six  dollars. — 
Regimental. — Lieutenant  Colonel  commandant, 
leventy-five  dollars;  Major  of  artillery  and  Ma- 
lor  of  dragoons,  fifty-five  dollars ;  Major  of  infan- 
ry,  fifty  dollars ;  Paymaster,  Adjutant  and  Quar- 
ermaster,  in  addition  to  their  pa;^  in  the  line,  ten 
lollars;  Captains,  forty  d<^an;  Lientenants,twen- 
y-six  dollars ;  Ensigns  and  Comets,  twenty  dol- 
us ;  Surgeons,  forty-five  dollars }  Surgeon's- 
nates,  thirty  dollars ;  Sergeant-majm andQAiar- 
ermaster^ergeants,  eight  dollars ;  senior  musi- 
sians,  seven  oollazs ;  sergeants,  seven  dollars }  cox- 
lotals,  six  dollars ;  mosicians,  five  dollars ;  pri- 
vates, four  dollars ;  artificers  allowed  to  the  inian- 
■ty,  light  dragocns,  and  artillery,  nine  dollars; 
natrons  and  nurses  in  the  hospital,  eight  dollars. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  il  further  enacUd,  That  the 
:ommissioned  officers  aforesaid  shall  be  entitled 

0  receive,  for  their  daily  subsistence,  the  follow- 
Dg  number  of  rations  of  provisions,  to  wit :  a  Ma- 
ot  Generd,  fifteen  rations;  a  Brigadier  General, 
welve  rations ;  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  command- 
ant, and  Q,uartermaster-Generat,  each,  six  ra- 
ions ;  a  Major,  four  ratiotLs ;  Brigade  Major  and 
A.id-de-Camp,  four  rations ;  a  Captain,  three  ra- 
ions ;  a  Lieutenant,  ensi^,  or  cornet,  two  rations ; 

1  Surgeon,  as  well  hospital  as  regiment^  three 
^tions }  a  Surgeon's  Mate,  two  rations ;  a  Deputy , 
ftuartenouter,  two  rations;  a  [ffincipu  and  se-! 


cond  Artificer,  each,  two  rations;  a  Chaplain,  two 
rations,  or  money  in  lieu  thereof,  at  the  option  of 
the  said  officers,  at  the  contract  price,  at  the  posts, 
respectively,  where  the  rations  shall  become  due. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
officers  hereinafter  described  shall,  whenever  fo- 
rage shall  not  be  furnished  by  the  public,  receive, 
at  the  rate  of  the  following  enumerated  sums,  per 
month,  instead  thereof^to  wit :  the  Major  General, 
twenty  dollars;  the  Brigadier  General,  sixteen 
dollars;  LieutenantColonel,  twelve  dollars;  Qiuar- 
termaster  General,  Adjutant  General,  and  Sureeon 
General,  each,  twelve  dollars;  Major,  ten  dollars; 
Aid-de-Camp,  Brigade  Major,  and  Surgeon,  each, 
ten  dollars;  Captain  of  cavalry,  eight  df^an; 
Chaplain  and  Surgeon's  Mate,  each,  six  dollars ; 
Deputy  Quartermaster  and  subalterns  of  cavalry, 
eacn,  six  dollars ;  Principal  Artificer,  Paymaster, 
Adjutant,  and  regimental  Quartermaster,  each, 
six  dollars. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  private  or  mu- 
sician aforesaid,  shall  be  wounded  or  disabled, 
while  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  in  public  service,  he 
shall  be  placed  on  the  list  of  the  invalids  of  the 
United  States,  at  such  rate  of  pay,  and  under  such 
regulations,  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  President 
ofthe  United  Stales  for  the  time  being:  Providedy 
alwaw,  That  the  rate  of  compensation  to  be  al- 
lowed  for  such  wounds  or  disabilities  to  a  com- 
missioned officer  shall  never  exceed,  for  the  blu- 
est disability,  half  the  monthly  pay  of  such  officer, 
at  the  time  of  his  being  so  disabled  or  wounded ; 
and  that  the  rate  of  compensation  to  non-commis- 
sioned (^cers,  nrivates.  and  musicians,  shall  never 
exceed  five  dollars  per  month :  And  pnnided, 
ain,  That  all  inferior  disiabilities  shall  entide  the 
person  so  disabled  to  receive  an  allowance  propor- 
tionate to  the  highest  disabUity. 

Sec.  U-  And  be  it  /wrther  enacted,  That  the 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  privates,  and 
musicians,  afisresaid,  shall  be  governed  by  the  rtiles 
and  articles  of  war,  which  have  been  established 
by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  as 
far  as  the  same  may  be  applicable  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  or  by  such  rules  and  ar- 
ticles as  may  hereafter  by  law  be  established. 

Sbo.  15.  And  be  it  fiawr  enactedj  Tlut  every 
tifficer,  non-commissioned  officer,  private,  and  mu- 
sician aforesaid,  shall  take  and  subscribe  the  fd- 
lowing  oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit:  "I,  A  B.do 
solemnly  swear  (or  affirm,  as  the  case  may  be,)  to 
bear  true  allegiance  to  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica^ and  to  serve  them  honestly  and  Cuthfnlly, 
against  all  their  enemies  or  opposers,  whomsoever, 
and  to  observe  and  obey  the  orders  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  the  orders  of  the 
officers  appointal  over  me,  according  to  the  jrules 
and  articles  of  war." 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  arm  the  troops  aforesaid,  whether  riflemen,  ar- 
tillerists, dragoons  or  infantry,  as  he  shall  think 
proper ;  and  that  it  be  also  lawful  for  him  to  for- 
oear  to  raise,  or  to  discharge,  after  thev  shall  be 
raised,  any  part  theie<»l^  in  case  events  snail,  in  lu« 
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judgment,  render  his  so  doing  consistent  with  pub- 
lic safety,  and  zeneral  conveiuence  and  economy. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  Jvriher  enacted,  That  every 
person  who  shall  procure  or  entice  a  soldier  io  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  to  desert,  or  who 
shall  conceal  auch  soldier,  knowinjc  him  to  have 
deserted,  or  who  shall  purchase  from  such  soldier 
his  arms,  or  his  uniform  clothing,  or  any  part 
thereof;  and  every  Captain  or  commanding  offi- 
cer of  any  ship  or  vessel,  who  shall  enter  on  board 
such  ship  or  ve^el,  as  one  of  his  crew,  knowing 
him  to  have  deserted,  or  otherwise  carry  away 
such  soldier,  or  shall  refuse  to  deliver  him  up  to 
the  orders  of  his  commandmg  office,  shall,  upon 
legal  conviction,  be  fined,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Court,  in  any  sum.  not  exceeding  three  hundred 
dollars,  or  tie  imprisoned,  for  any  term  not  ex- 
ceeding one  year. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  Jvrther  enacted,  That  the 
several  acts,  entitled  An  act  for  regulating  the 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States;" 
"An  act  for  raising  and  adding  another  regiment 
to  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  making  further  provision  for  the  protection 
of  the  frontiers ;"  "  An  act  for  making  further  and 
more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States,''  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby  repealed ;  and,  also,  so  much  of  any 
act  or  acts  ot  tne  present  session,  as  comes  within 
the  purview  of  this  act :  Provided,  al-waya,  That 
nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall  be  so  con- 
strued^ as  to  vacate  the  commissions  which  have 
been  issued,  or  any  appointments  or  enlistments 
which  have  been  made  in  pursuance  of  the  acts 
herein  repealed- 
Approved,  March  3, 179$, 


An  Act  msking  further  providon  for  the  mpport  of 
PnUk  Credit,  and  for  the  redemption  of  the  Public 
Debt. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  they 
are  hereby  empowered,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  borroWt  or 
^  cause  to  be  borrowed,  from  time  to  time,  such 
'  sums,  in  antici^tion  of  the  revenue  appropriated, 
not  exceeding,  m  one  year,  one  million  of  dollars, 
to  be  reimbursed  within  a  year  from  the  time  of 
each  loan,  as  maybe  necessary  for  the  payment 
of  the  interest  which  shall  annually  accrue  on  the 
public  debt ;  and  for  the  payment  of  the  interest 
on  any  such  temporary  loan,  which  shall  not  ex- 
ceed six  per  centum  per  annum,  so  moch  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  duties  oo  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise imported^  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  ves- 
sels, and  upon  spirits  distilled  within  the  United 
States,  and  stills,  as  may  be  necessary,  shall  be, 
and  are  hereby,  appropriated. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  a  loan 
be  opened  at  the  Treasury  to  the  full  amount  of 
the  present  foreign  debt,  to  continue  open  until  the 
last  day  of  December,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-stx,  and  that  the  sums 
which  may  be  snbscribed  to  the  said  loan  riiall  be 
payable  and  receivable,  by  way     vxehange,  in 


equal  sums  of  the  principal  of  the  said  (am^ 
debt ;  and  that  any  sum  so  subscribed  and  pud 
shall  bear  an  interest  equal  to  the  rate  of  iDtemt 
which  is  now  payable  on  the  principal  of  sack 
part  of  the  foreign  debt  as  shaU  be  paid  or  ex- 
changed therefor,  together  with  anaddition  of  oae- 
half  per  centum  per  annum;  the  said  interest  to 
commence  on  the  first  day  of  January  next  sik- 
ceeding  the  time  of  each  subscription,  and  to  bf 
paid  <iuarterly,  at  the  same  periods  at  which  inu- 
rest  is  now  [nyable  and  paid  upon  the  domotie 
funded  debt:  Provided,  That  the  principal  of  tk 
said  loan  may  be  reimbursed  at  any  time,  tl  the 
pleasure  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fitr^er  enacted,  That  endii! 
to  the  respective  subseribers  for  the  sDaisbrlbni 
respectively  subscribed  to  the  said  loan,  AiH  k 
entered  and  given  on  the  books  of  the  Tmntr 
in  like  manner  as  for  the  present  domestic  foodH 
debt ;  and  that  certificates  therefor,  of  a  teoorcoe- 
formable  with  the  provisions  of  this  act.  sigoedl^ 
the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  shall  issue  to  cbt 
several  subscribers,  and  that  the  said  credits,  ot 
stock  standing  in  the  names  of  the  said  sahstii- 
hers,  respectively,  shall  be  transferable,  in  lib 
manner,  and  by  the  like  ways  and  meant,  is  an 
provided  by  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  ifore- 
said,  entitled  "  An  act  making  provision  for  tte 
debt  of  the  United  States,"  touching  the  creditjor 
stock  therein  mentioned ;  and  that  the  interest  to 
be  paid  upon  the  stock  which  shall  be  cmstinitfd 
by  virtue  of  the  said  loan  shall  be  paid  at  Ike  ol- 
fices  or  pla<res  where  the  credits  for  the  mat 
shall  from  time  to  time  stand  or  be,  subject  to  Ac 
like  conditions  and  restrictions  as  are  prescntal 
in  and  by  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  fist  a^<»^ 
said. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jiaiher  enacted,  That  the  in- 
terest and  principal  of  all  loans  authorized  bf  ibb 
act  shall  be  made  payable  at  the  Treasury  of  li' 
United  States  only,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  pig- 
ment of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  imfSac 
debt. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  U Jurther  enacted,  Thatsomwi 
of  the  duties  on  goods,  wares^  and  mercluoi'' 
imported,  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vesseli,  ' 
upon  stfirits  distilled  within  the  United  StUBr 
and  stills,  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  iaietesi  | 
of  the  foreign  debt,  as  may  be  liberated  orsrt&K;  i 
by  subscriptions  to  the  said  loan,  together  wiik  | 
such  further  sums  of  the  proceeds  of  the  aid  Jo-  , 
ties  as  may  be  necessary,  shall  be,  and  fhey  m 
hereby,  pledged  and  appropriated,  for  (he  payaw' 
of  the  interest  which  shall  be  payable  upon  thf  J 
sums  subscribed  to  the  said  loan,  and  shall  cot-  j 
tinue  so  pledged  and  appropriated  until  the  priD' 
cipal  of  the  said  l(Wtn  shall  be  fully  reitoburjeauiJ 
redeemed :  Provided,  aiwaye,  That  nothiw  iief*" 
in  contained  shall  be  construed  to  alter,  claDef 
or  in  any  manner  affect  the  provisions  hereiofor* 
made  concerning  the  said  foreign  debt,  accordiM 
to  contract,  either  during  the  pendency  of  the  s** 
loan  or  after  the  closing  tbereof ;  but  every  ihi"* 
shall  proceed,  touching  the  said  debt,  snd 
part  thereof,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  this  act  »* 
never  been  patted, except  as  to  mchhoHftsAin- 
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of  aa  may  subscribe  to  the  said  loan,  aad  from  the 
time  of  (he  commencemeot  thereof  io  each  case. 
that  is,  when  iatere&t  oo  any  sum  subscribed  sbaU 
begin  to  accrue. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  se- 
reral  and  respective  duties  laid  and  contained  in 
and  by  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  laying  additional 
duties  on  gooos,  wares,  and  mercuuidise  import- 
ed into  the  United  States,"  passed  the  seventh  day 
of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundr^  and  ninety- 
four,  shall,  tf^ether  with  the  other  duties  hereto- 
fore charged  with  the  payment  of  interest  on  the 
public  debt,  continue  to  be  levied,  collected,  and 
paid,  nntii  the  whole  of  the  capital  or  principal  of 
the  present  debt  of  the  Unitect  States,  and  future 
loans  which  may  be  made  pursuant  to  law,  for  the 
exchange,  reimbursement,  or  redemption  thereof 
or  of  any  part  thereof,  shall  be  reimbursed  or  re- 
deemed, and  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  pledged  and 
appropriated  for  the  payment  of  interest  upon  the 
said  debt  and  loans,  until  the  same  shall  be  so  re- 
imbursed or  redeemed. 

Sbc.  7.  Andbeit  further  enacted,  That  the  re- 
servation made  by  tne  fourth  section  of  the  afore- 
said act,  entitled  "  An  act  making  pTovision  for 
the  reduction  of  the  public  debt,"  be  annulled,  and, 
in  lieu  thereof,  that  so  much  of  the  duties  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  imported,  on  the  toiuia|;e 
of  ships  01  vessels,  and  upon  spirits  distilled  withm 
the  United  States,  and  stills,  as  may  be  necessary, 
bfl^  and  the  same  nereby  are,  substituted,  pledged, 
and  appropriated  for  satisfying  the  purpose  ofthe 
said  reservaiioo. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  fol- 
lowing appropriations,  in  addition  to  those  hereto- 
fore made  be  made,  to  the  fund  constituted  by  the 
seventh  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  makiug  provision  for  the  deot  of 
the  United  States,"  passed  the  eighth  day  of  May, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  to  be 
hereafter  denbminated  "  The  Sinking  Fund,"  to 
i^it :  First.  So  much  of  the  proceeds  of  the  du- 
ties on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported, 
on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,  and  on  spirits 
distilled  withm  the  United  States,  and  stills,  as, 
together  with  the  moneys  which  now  constitute 
the  said  fund,  and  shall  accrue  to  it,  by  virtue  of 
the  provisions  hereinbefore  made,  and  by  the  in- 
terest upon  each  instalment,  or  part  of  principal 
which  shall  be  reimbursed,  will  be  sufficient, 
yearly  and  every  year,  commencing  the  first  day 
d£  January  next,  to  reimburse  and  pay  so  much  as 
may  rightfully  be  reimbursed  and  paid,  of  the 
principal  of  that  part  of  the  debt  or  stock  which, 
on  the  said  first  day  of  Jaauary  next,  shall  bear 
an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  redeem- 
able by  payments  on  account  both  of  principal 
uid  interest,  not  exceeding,  in  one  year,  eight 
per  centum,  excluding  that  which  shall  stand  to 
the  credit  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  and  that  which  shall  stBAd  to  the  credit  of 
sertai^n  States,  in  consequence  of  the  balances  re- 
ported in  their  favor  by  the  Commissioners  for 
tettling  accounts  between  the  United  States  and 
ndiridual  States :  Secondly.  The  dividends 
vhich  shall  be  from  time  to  time  declared  on 


so  much  of  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  as  belongs  to  the  United  States,  (deduct- 
ing thereout  such  sums  as  will  be  requisite  to  pay 
interest  on  any  part  remaining  unpaid  of  the  loan 
of  two  million  of  dgUars  had  of  tne  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  pursuant  to  the  eleventh  section  of 
the  act  by  which  the  said  Bank  is  incorporated :) 
Thirdly.  So  much  of  the  duties  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise  imported,  on  the  toniwge  of  shi|* 
or  vessels,  and  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  Unit* 
ed  States,  and  stills,  as,  with  the  said  dividends 
after  such  deduction,  will  be  sufi&cient,  yearly  and 
every  year,  to  jpay  tne  remaining  instalments  of 
the  principal  of  the  said  lotm  as  they  shall  become 
due,  .and  as,  together  with  any  moneys  which,  by 
.virtue  of  provisions  in  former  acts,  and  herein- 
before made,  shall,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  p 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  be- 
long to  the  said  Sinking  Fund,  not  otherwise  spe- 
cially appropriated ;  and  with  the  interest  on  each 
instalment,  or  part  of  principal,  which  shall  from 
time  to  time  be  reimbursed  or  paid  of  that  part  of 
the  debt  or  stock,  which,  on  the  nrst  day  of  January, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  himdred  and  one, 
shall  begin  to  bear  aninterestofsix  per  centum  per 
annum,  will  be  sufficient,  yearly  and  every  year, 
commencing  oo  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  you 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  to  reimburse 
and  pay  so  much  as  may  rightfully  be  reimburse 
and  paidof  thesaidprinemdof  thesaiddebtorstock 
which  shall  so  begin  to  bear  an  interest  of  six  .per 
centum  per  anniim,  on  the  said  first  day  of  Janur 
ary,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one, 
excluding  that  which  shall  stand  to  the  credit  (U 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  and  that 
which  shall  stand  to  the  credit  of  certain  States, 
as  aforesaid :  Fourthly.  The  nett  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  lands  belonging,  or  which  .thall  hereafter 
belong  to  the  United  States,  in  the  Western  Terri^ 
tory  hereof:  Fifthly.  All  moneys  which  shall  be 
received  into  the  Treasury  on  account  of  debts 
due  to  the  United  States  by  reasm  of  any  matter 
prior  to  their  present  Constitution:  And,  lastly, 
All  surplusses  of  the  revenues  of  the  United  States 
which  shall  remain,  at  the  end  of  any  calendar 
year,  beyond  the  amount  of  ttie  appropriations 
charged  upon  the  said  revenues,  and  which,  dur- 
ing the  session  of  Congress  next  thereafter,  shall 
not  be  otherwise  specisdly  appropriated  or  reserv- 
ed by  law. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  as  well 
the  moneys  which  shall  accrue  to  the  said  Sinking 
Fund,  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  as 
those  which  shall  have  accrued  to  the  same  by 
virtue  of  the  provisions  of  any  former  act  or  acU^ 
shall  be  under  the  direction  and  management  oi 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  or  the 
officers  designated  in  and  by.  the  second  section  of 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for 
the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt,"  passed  the 
twelfth  day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  huit- 
dred  and  ninety,  and  their  successors  in  office; 
and  shall  be  and  continue  appropriated  to  the 
said  fund  until  the  whole  of  the  present  debt  ot 
of  the  United  States,  foreign  and  domestic,  fund- 
ed and  unfunded,  includii;^  future  loans,  whkk 
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ma]r  be  made  for  reimbursia^  or  redeeminf  any 
Instalments  or  pans  of  principal  of  the  said  debt, 
dull  be  reimbursed  ana  redeemed ;  and  sball  be^ 
and  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  vested  in  the  said 
Commtsaonm,  in  tmst,  to  be  applied  according 
to  the  provinons  of  the  uoresaid  act  of  the  eiffhtfi 
(by  of  Majr,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  nitie^-two,  and  of  this  act,  to  the  reim- 
bursement and  redemption  of  the  raid  debt,  in- 
cluding the  loans  aforesaid,  unttt  the  same  shall 
be  fully  reimbursed  and' redeemed.  And  the  faith 
of  the  United  States  is  hereby  plede;ed  that  the 
moneys  or  fbnds  aforesaid  shall  ioTioTably  remain 
and  be  appropriated  and  vested,  as  aforesaid,  to  be 
appHed  to  the  said  reimbursement  and  redemp- 
tion, in  manner  aforesaid,  until  the  same  shall  be 
fUUy  and  completely  effected. 

Sec.  10.  And  6e  ti  further  enacted^  That  all  re- 
imbtusements  of  the  cairital  or  principal  of  the 
Pablic  Debt,  foreign  and  domestic,  shall  be  made 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  Commission- 
on  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  who  are  herebr  em- 
powered and  required,  if  necessary,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
88  any  instalments  or  parts  of  the  said  capi- 
tal or  principal  become  due,  to  borrow,  on  the 
credit  of  the  United  States,  the  sums  requisite  for 
tiie  iMyment  of  the  said  instalments  or  parts  of 
princiiml :  Provided.  That  any  loan  which  may 
be  made  to  the  said  Commissioners  shall  be  lia- 
ble to  reimbursement  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Unit- 
ed States ;  and  that  the  rate  of  interest  thereupon 
shall  not  exceed  six  per  centum  per  annum ;  and, 
for  greater  caution,  it  is  hereby  declared  that  it 
shall  be  deemed  a  good  execution  of  the  said 
power  to  borrow,  for  the  said  Commissioners, 
with  the  apinobation  of  the  Ptesident,  to  cause  to 
k  constituted  certificates  of  stock,  signed  by  th6 
R^^ter  of  the  Treasm-y^  for  the  sums  to  be  re- 
speetiTely  borrowed,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per 
eentum  per  annum,  and  redeemable  at  the  plea- 
sure of  the  United  States ;  and  to  cause  the  said 
certificates  of  stock  to  be  sold  in  the  market  of  the 
United  States,  or  elsewhere :  Provided,  That  no 
ffoch  stock  be  sold  under  par.  And  for  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  on  any  sum  or  sums  which  may 
be  so  borrowed,  either  by  direct  loans  or  by  the  , 
skle  of  certificates  of  stock,  the  interest  on  the 
sum  or  sums  which  shall  be  reimbursed  by  the 
proceeds  thereof,  (except  that  upon  the  funded 
stock,  bearing  and  to  bear  an  interest  of  six  per 
eentum,  redeemable  by  [myments,  not  exceeding 
in  one  year  ei^t  per  centum  on  account  both  of 
prtncii»l  and  interest^  and  so  much  of  the  dnties 
on  goods,  wares,  ana  merchandise  imported^  on 
Ae  tonnage  of  diips  or  vesseh,  and  upon  spirits 
distilled  mthin  the  United  States,  and  upon  stills, 
as  may  be  necessary,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are, 
jriedged  and  appropriated. 

Sbc.  11.  And  be  itiurther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Cfommissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  to  cause  to  be  applied  and  paid,  out  of  the 
sai4  fnnd,  yearly  and  every  year,  at  the  Treasury 
of  the  Umted  States,  the  several  and  respective 
sOms  following,  to  wit:  First— Such  sum  and 
Mus  as,  ac«ordtng  to  the  right  for  that  purpose 


reserved,  may  rightfully  be  paid  for,  and  lowudt 
the  reimbursement  or  redemption  of  such  DA 
or  stock  of  the  United  States,  as,  on  the  fim  day 
of  January  next,  shall  bear  an  interest  of  six  pt 
centum  per  annum,  redeemable  by  paymeDt^not 
exceeding  in  one  year  eight  per  centum,  ook- 
count  both  of  principal  and  interest,  exclndi^ 
that  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Commisdoont 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  that  standing  to  tk 
credit  of  certain  States,  as  aforesaid,  commntciv 
the  said  reimbursement  or  redempti<Hi  onthesul 
first  day  of  January  next.  Secondly— Snch  sm 
and  sums  as,  according  to  the  conditions  of  tht 
aforesaid  Loan,  had  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unind 
States,  shall  be  henceforth  payable  towards  tkt 
reimbursement  thereof,  as  the  same  shall  nspeei- 
ively  acprue.  Thirdly — Such  sum  and  suma.it 
according  to  the  right  for  that  purpose  lesemd, 
may  rightfully  be  paid  for  and  towards  the  r»- 
bursemfent  oi  redemption  of  stich  Debt  or  itod 
of  the  United  States  as,  on  th«  first  day  of  ii- 
nuary,  in  the  year  (Hie  thousand  ei|^t  hmdiri 
and  one,  shall  begin  to  bear  an  interest  of  flxpn 
centum  per  annum,  redeemable  by  payment!,  itf 
exceeding  in  one  year  eight  per  centusL  (a  » 
count  both  of  principal  and  interest,  eiclit<% 
that  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  CommissioDen 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  that  standing  to  dK 
credit  of  certain  States,  as  aforesaid,  commencii^ 
the  said  reimbursement  or  redemption,  on  the  6nt 
day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  ekit 
hundred  and  two;  and  also  to  cause  to  be  apputd 
all  such  surplus  of  the  said  fund  as  may  ai  >flj 
time  exist,  after  satisfying  the  purposes  aforcsiw, 
towards  the  further  and  final  redemption  (rf  tk 
present  Debt  of  the  United  States,  foreign  end  do- 
mestic; funded  and  unfunded,  including  loans  ftt 
the  reimbursement  thereof,  by  payment  or  po" 
chase,  until  the  said  Debt  BsaU  m  eomi^etclf  R- , 
imbnrsed  or  redeemed. 
.  Sbc.  12.  Provided  akoayt,  and  he  it furQart^ 
acted,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  beconstmed  to 
vest  in  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  EWi 
right  to  pay,in  the  purchase  or  discharge  of  the  o- 
funded  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  States,ah^ 
rate  than  the  market  price  or  value  of  the  FuDda 
Debt  of  the  United  States:  And,  provided al»: 
That  if,  after  all  the  debts  and  loans  aforesaid,oow 
due,  and  that  shall  arise  under  this  act,  ncepciiig 
the  said  Debt  or  stock  bearing  an  interest  of 
per  cent.,  shall  be  fully  paid  and  discharged,UT 
part  of  the  principal  of  the  said-  Debt  or  flort 
bearing  an  interest  of  three  per  cent.,  as  ain'' 
said]  shall  be  unredeemed,  the  Government  w 
have  liberty,  if  they  think  proper,  to  make  twa 
and  (Ufierent  appropriations  of  the  said  funds. 

Sbc.  13.  And  be  vtfiaiher  enacted,  That  allpn- 
orlties  heretofore  established  in  the  appropriatHV 
by  law,  for  the  interest  on  the  Debt  of  the  Uniw 
States,  as  between  the  different  parts  of  the  sw 
Debt,  shall,  after  the  year  one  thousand  seres 
hundred  and  ninety-six,  cease,  with  regard  to  lu 
creditors  of  the  United  States  who  do  no^  bef(« 
the  expiration  of  the  said  period,  signify,  in  *"f' 
ing,  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury!  tbeii 
dissent  therefrom }  and  that  thenceforth,  witA  ia< 
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enmtion  onljr  of  the  debts  of  such,  creditors  who 
shall  so  sigBiiy  their  dissent,  the  funds  or  reve- 
nues cfaai^d  with  the  said  appropriations  shall, 
together,  constitute  a  common  or  consolidated 
Amd,^  chargeable  indiscriminatriy,  and  without 
priority,  with  the  payment  of  the  said  interest. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  cer- 
tificates, commonly  called  Loan  Office  certificates, 
final  settlements,  and  indents  of  interest,  which, 
at  the  time  of  passing  this  act,  shall  be  outstanding, 
Aall,  cm  or  bMbn  the  first  day  of  Jsusnary,  in  the 
fMi  one  theosand  aeren  hvndred  and  ninety- 
seveo,  be  presented  at  Uie  office  of  The  Auditor  of 
the  Treasary  of  the  United  Stntea,  fat  the  pur- 
pose of  being  exchanged  for  other  certificates  of 
equivalent  value  and  tenor,  or,  at  the  option  oi 
the  holders  thereof,  respeetirely,  to  be  registered 
at  the  said  office,  and  returned  ;  in  which  case  it 
ahall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Auditor  to  eause 
sodie  dormble  mark  or  marks  to  be  set  on  each 
certificate,  which  shall  ascertain  and  fix  its  identi- 
ty, and  whether  genuine,  or  counterfeit,  or  foiged ; 
and  every  of  the  said  certificates  which  shall  not 
be  presented  at  the  said  office  within  the  said 
time,  shall  be  forever  after  barred  or  precluded 
iroto.  settlement  allowance. 

Sbc.  16k  AmLUUJwthermtuited.  Thatifany 
tnnrfer  of  ittoek  standing  to  the  credit  of  a  State 
ahall  be  made  puranant  to  act,  entitled  *'An 
ut  aaUioimng  the  transfer  of  the  st^k  standing 
to  the  credit  of  certain  States,"  passed  the  secmra 
day  of  January,  in  this  present  year,  after  the  last 
day  December  next,  the  same  ^all  be  upcm 
eoMition,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  to  reimburse,  at 
a  rabsequent  period  of  reimbursement,  so  mueh 
the  priiicii«l  of  the  stock  so  transferred  a<t 
will  make  the  reimbursement  thereof  equal  in 
{Koportion  and  degree  to  that  of  the  same  stock 
tranrferred  previuos  to  the  said  day. 

Sbc.  16.  And  be  it  Jwiher  enacted,  That,  in  re- 
gard to  any  sum  which  shall  have  remained  un- 
expended upon  any  appropriation  other  than  for 
the  payment  of  interest  on  the  Funded  Debt ;  for 
the  payment  of  interest  upon,  and  redmburse- 
ttient}  aceording  to  contract  of  any  loan  or  loans 
made  on  aceotmt  ef  the  United  States,  for  the 
pmrpoees  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  at  for  a  purpose 
in  respect  to  which  a  longer  duration  is  specially 
asngned  by^  l&Wj  for  more  than  two  years  after 
the  expiration  of  the  calendar  year  in  which  the 
aet  of  appropriation  shall  have  been  passed,  such 
appropriation  shall  be  deemed  to  hare  ceased  and 
been  determined;  and  tbe  sum  so  unexpended 
shall  be  carried  to  an  account  on-  the  books  of 
the  Treasury,  to  be  denominated  ^'The  Surplus 
Fund."  But  no  appropriatioo  shall  be  deemed 
to  have  so  ceased  and  been  determined  until  after 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
fire,  unless  it  shall  appear  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  that  the  object  thereof  hath  been  fully 
satisfied ;  in  which  case  it  shall  be  lawful  for  hitn 
to  cause  to  be  carried  the  unexpended  residue 
thereof  to  the  said  account  of  "  the  Surplus  Fund." 

Sac  17.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  De- 
partment tiie  Treasui'y,  according  to  the  re- 
^teetive  dattes  of  the  several  officers  therei^  shall 


estaUish  such  forms  and  rules  of  proceeding  fiw 
and  touching  the  execution  of  this  act  as  tAiul  be 
conformable  with  the  provisions  thereof. ' 

^^o.\'8.Andbeit yum«r enacted, That  all  the  re- 
strictions and  regulations  heretofore  established 
by  law  for  regulating  the  execution  of  the  duties 
enjoined  upon  the  C^>mmi8Bioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fond  shall  apply  to  and  be  in  as  full  force  for  the 
execution  of  the  analogous  duties  enjoined  by  this 
aet  as  if  they  were  herein  partieukrly  repeated 
and  re-enacted :  and  a  particular  aceoont  of  all 
sales  of  stock,  or  of  loans  by  them  made,  shdl  be 
laid  before  Congress  within  fourteen  days  after 
their  meeting  next  after  the  making  oS  any  suoh 
loan  or  sale  of  stock. 

Sbc.  19.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  in  every 
case  in  which  power  is  given  by  this  act  to  make 
a  loan,  it  shall  oe  lawfulfor  suon  loan  to  be  made 
of  the  Bank  of  die  United  States,  although  tkt 
same  may  exceed  the  snm  of  fifty  thousand  del- 
lars. 

Sbc.  20.  And  be  it  Jxtrtker  enacted,  That  ae 
mueh  of  the  act  laying  duties  upon  carriages 
for  the  conveyance  of  persons,  and  of  the  act  ay^ 
iog  duties  on  licenses  for  selling  wines  and  fo- 
reign distilled  ^irituous  liquors  by  retail,  and  ef 
the  act  laying  certain  duties  upon  snuff  and  re- 
fined sugar,  uid  of  the  aet  laymg  duties  on  pn^ 
perty  sold  at  auetini,  as  limits  the  duratirai  of  the 
said  several  acta,  be,  and  tbe  same  is  hereby  re- 
pealed ;  and  Uiat  all  the  said  eevoal  aets  be.  a^ 
the  same  are  hereby^  continued  in  force  antil  the 
first  day  (tf  March,  oae  dunisand  eight  hondnd 
and  one. 

Approved,  Blareh  3, 1796. 

An  Aet  making  farther  apprqniationB  for  tbe  AfiUtuy 
and  Naval  Establishments,  and  Sot  the  si4>iiort  of 
Government. 

Be  it  enetcted,  That,  including  the  eppropriaa 
tion  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  nutde  fc* 
the  Military  Establishment  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  by  an  act  of 
the  present  session,  there  be  ai^iropriated  for  th« 
said  Military  Estanishmeibt  a  sum  not  exceeding 
one  million  fonr  hundred  and  sixty-^iine  thousand 
four  hmidred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  and  twenty^ 
nine  cents — that  is  to  say :  For  the  pay  of  the 
legion  of  the  United  States,  three  hundred  and 
four  thousand  five  hundred  and  fortjr-eight  d<d- 
lars.  For  the  pay  of  the  corps  of  artillery,  fifty- 
six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight  dw" 
lars.  For  subsistence  of  the  legion  and  artillery, 
three  hundred  and  sixty-one  thousand  seven  hua- 
dred  and  nineteen  dollars  and  thirty  cents.  For 
forage  and  cavalry,  thirty-three  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars.  For  clothing,  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  four  hundred  and 
fort/  dollars.  For  equipments  for  the  ca:Talry, 
seven  thousand  three  aondred  and  fourteen  dol- 
lars. For  horses  for  the  cavalry,  twenty-four 
thousand  dollars.  For  bounty,  five  thousand  dol- 
lars. For  the  hospital  department,  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars.  For  the  ordnancfr'  department,  ele- 
Tea  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  dolbrs 
and  ninety-nine  cents.  For  the  Indian  depart 
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ment,  eighty  thousaad  dollars.  ,For  the  quarter- 
master's departmeiit,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars.  For  continffencies  of  the  War  De- 
partment, thirty  thousaad  dollars.  For  the  de- 
lensiTe  protection  of  the  fronlienk  one  hundred 
and  thirty  thousand  dollars.  For  the  completiou 
of  the  fortifieationsk  fiAy  thousand  dollars.  For 
additioiiat  pay  and  bounty  to  the  legion  and  ar- 
tillery, pursuant  to  an  act  of  the  present  session, 
serenty-seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  de- 
fraying the  expense  of  six  months'  pav  and  subsist- 
ence of  a  detachment  of  militia  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  General  Morgan,  pufsiumt  to  an 
act  of  the  present  session,  there  be  appropriated 
'  the  sum  m  one  hundred  thousand  six  hundred 
and  eishty-two  dollars — that  is  to  say  :  For  the 
generaT  staff,  four  thousand  one  hundred  and 
Uiirty-four  dollars.  For  Major  Brooke's  battalion, 
nineteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight 
dollars.  For  Major  Linn's  battaUon,  twenty-one 
thousand  three  hundred  dollars.  For  cavalry, 
twenty-three  thousand  four  hundred  dollars.  For 
BUbusteoce,  twenty-fotir  thousand  dollars.  For 
forage  for  (»Soers  and  cavalry,  eight  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Bbc.3.  Andbeii_fitrtherenacted,  That  the  surplus 
which  may  remain  unexpended  of  the  sum  of  six 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighty-eight  dollars  and  eighty-two  centu, 
which  was  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  Naval 
Department,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  niaety-four,  by  an  act  passed  the  ninth 
day  of  June  last,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated  to  the  use  m  the  said  Naval  Depart- 
ment, for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-five. 

Sec.  4.  Arid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  be 
appropriated  the  several  sums  following,  to  wit : 
¥or  the  payment  of  military  peosions,  for  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five, 
eighty-five  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-^even 
dollars  and  four  cents ;  and  a  sum  not  exceeding 
ten  thousand  dollars  for  the  contiugent  purposes 
of  Government,  subjject  to  the  disposition  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Spc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  seve- 
ral appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall  be  paid 
and  discharged  out  of  the  funds  following,  to  wit : 
First — The  surplus  of  the  sum  of  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  reserved  by  the  "Act  making 
provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States."  aod 
which  will  accrue  during  the  year  one  thousaad 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-five ;  Secondly — The 
surplus  of  revenue  and  income  beyond  the  appro- 
piiatious  heretofore  charged  thereupon,  to  the  end 
of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-five^  and.  Thirdly — The  surplus  which 
shdl  remain  unexpended  of  the  moneys  appro- 
priated to  the  use  of  the  War  Department  for 
the  year  one  thousand  seven,  hundred  and  ninety- 
four. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  be  empowered  to 
Iwrrow,  on  behalf  of  the  United  Suies,  of  the 


Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  which  is  hcRbrii> 
thorized  to  lend  the  same,  or  ol'  any  odm  Imlf 
or  bodies  p(^tic.  person  or  perstms,  uy  mm  sc 
sums  not  exceeding  in  the  whcde  the  sums  kmn 
appropriated,  and  to  be  applied  to  the  pwpOM 
aforesaid,  and  to  be  reimbursed,  as  well  intemtai 
principal,  out  of-the  fbnds  aforeaaid. 
Approved,  March  3, 1795. 


An  Act  ■applementaiy  to  the  act  entitlad  **  Aastt  » 
tabliahing  a  Mint,  and  legnlating  tha  eons  sf  At 

United  SutM." 

Be  it  enacted,  That,  for  the  better  coDdoei- 
faig  of  the  busmess  of  the  Mint  of  the  Uaind 
States,  there  shall  be  an  additional  officer  ip- 
pointed  therein,  by  the  name  of  the  Melteiw 
Refiner,  whose  duty  shall  be  to  take  cbi^ 
of  all  copper,  and  silver  or  gold  bullion,  delirtRri 
out  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Mint,  after  it  bi 
been  assayed,  agreeably  to  the  rales  and  costom 
of  the  Mint  already  directed  and  estebliabcd,  er 
which  may  hereafter  be  directed  and  estaUisud, 
by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury,  ud  n 
reduce  the  same  into  bus  or  ingots,  fit  for  ik 
rolling  mills,  and  then  to  deliver  them  to 
Coiner  or  Treasurer,  as  the  Director  shall  judge 
expedient ;  and  to  do  and  perform  all  odier  do- 
ties  belonging  to  the  office  ofa  Melter  and  Refiou, 
or  which  slMl  be  ordered  by  the  Director  of  (ite 
Mint. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  ii  further  enacted.  Thii  the 
Melter  and  Refiner  of'^the  said  Mint  snail,  before 
be  enters  upon  the  execution  of  his  said  offi^ 
take  an  oatn  or  affirmation  before  some  Jadge  « 
the  United  States,  faithfully  and  diligentlv  to  pa- 
form  the  duties  thereof.  And,  also,  shall  becooK 
bound  to  the  United  States  of  A.merica,  witb  ote 
or  more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Sfcn- 
tary  of  the  Treasur]r,  in  the  sum  of  six  thotwKi 
dollars,  with  condition  for  the  fititbfol  ud  dili- 
gent performance  of  the  several  duties  of  In 
office. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  that 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  said  Melter  tU 
Refiner  of  the  Mint,  as  a  compeosatioB 
his  services,  the  yearly  salary  of  fiheen  hmdRd 
dollars. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  Thit  ikj 
Director  of  the  Mint  be,  and  hereby  is, authoriiwt 
with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  Ueit- 
ed  States,  to  emfdoy  such  person  as  he  may  jndj^ 
suitable  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  Melteriad 
Refiner,  until  a  Melter  and  Refiner  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  adnee 
of  the  Senate. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enaOed,  That  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Mint  shall  be,  and  be  is  boebf, 
directed  to  retain  two  cents  per  ounce  fram  emf 
deposite  of  ailv«  bnllion,  below  the  standanol 
the  United  States^  which  hereafter  shall  be  ib»» 
for  the  purpose  of  refining  and  coining;  '"'^jT 
cents  per  t)unee  from  every  deposite  of  gold 
lion  made  as  aforesaid,  below  the  standard  of  w 
United  States,  unless  the  same  shall  be  so  &t  w- 
low  the  standard  as  to  require  the  ofiefauoaOf 
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he  test,  in  which  case  the  Treasurer  shall  retain 
ix-ceiU3  per  ounce,  which  sum  so  retained  shall 
w  aceouated  for  by  the  said  Treasurer  with  the 
rreasurjr  of  the  United  States,  as  a  compensation 
or  meUing  and  refining  the  same. 

Sbc.  6.  And  be  itfitrther  enacted.  That  the 
[*reasiirer  of  the  Mint  shall  not  be  oUiged  to  re- 
eive  from  any  person,  for  the  purpose  of  refining 
nd  coining,  aoy  deposite  of  silver  buUion,  lielow 
tie  standard  of  the  United  States,  in  a  smaller 
oantity  than  two  hundred  ounces;  noralike  de- 
osite  of  gold  bullion  below  the  said  standard,  in  a 
mailer  quantity  than  twenty  ounces. 

Sec.  7.  Andhe  it  Jitrther enacted,  That,  from 
nd  after  the  passing  of  this  act.  it  shall  and  may 
e  lawful  for  the  officers  of  the  Mint  to  give  a 
'reference  to  silver  or  pold  bullion,  deposited  for 
oina^,  which  shall  be  of  the  standard  of  the 
Jnited  States,  so  far  as  respects  the  coining  of 
he  same,  although  bullion  below  the  standard, 
nd  BOt  yet  refined,  may  have  been  deposited  for 
oiiW|re,  previouB  thereto,  any  law  to  the  contrary 
iCrtwithstanding:  Provided,  That  nothing  bere- 
ft shall  justify  the  officera  of  the  Mint  or  any 
>ne  of  them,  in  unaecessarily  delaying  the  refin- 
og  any  silver  or  gold  bnllion  below  standard,  that 
aay  be  deposited  as  aforesaid. 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted,  That  the 
'resident  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  here- 
y,  authorized,  whenever  he  shall  think  it  for  the 
eneflt  of  the  United  States,  to  reduce  the  weight 
f  the  copper  coin  of  the  United  States :  Promd- 
d,  Such  reduction  shall  not,  in  the  whole,  ei- 
eed  two  pennyweights  in  each  cent,  and  in  the 
ike  proportion  in  a  half  cent ;  of  which  he  shall 
ire  notice  by  Proclamation,  and  communicate 
he  same  to  the  then  next  session  of  Congress. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  JitHher  enacted.  That  it  shall 
e  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  of  theUnited  States, 
rom  time  to  time,  as  t^en  as  he  shall  receive 
opper  cents  and  half  cents  from  the  Treasurer 
he  Mint,  to  send  them  to  the  Bank  ur  Branch 
tanks  of  the  United  States,  in  each  of  the  States 
rhere  such  Bank  is  established  j  and  where  there 
1  no  Bank  established,  tben  to  the  Collector  of 
he  principal  town  in  such  State,  (in  the  propor- 
ion  of  the  number  of  inhabitanis  of  j-uch  State,) 
0  be  by  such  Bank  or  Collector  paid  out  to  the 
itizens  of  the  State  for  cash,  in  sums  not  less 
han  ten  dollars  value:  and  that  the  same  be  done 
■t  the  risk  and  expense  of  the  United  States,  nn- 
ler  such  regulations  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the 
department  of  the  Treasury. 

Approved,  March  3, 1795. 


^  Act  for  the  more  eflecAutliecoveiyof  debts  doe  from 
individaals  to  the  Unit«d  States. 
Be  ii  enacted,  fc,  That  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to  issue  a 
lotification  to  any  person  who  has  received 
noneys  for  which  he  is  accountable  to  the  United 
States,  or  to  the  executor  or  administrator  of  such 
»ersoo,  if  he  be  deceased,  requiring  him  to  render 
0  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  at  such  time  as  he 
hall  think  reasonable,  according  to  the  circumr 


stances  of  the  case,  within  twelve  months  from 
the  date  of  such  notification,  all  his  accounts  and 
vouchers,  for  the  expenditure  of  the  shid  moneys, 
and  in  default  thereof,suits8haU,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  be  commenced 
for  the  same,  without  further  notice.  And  the 
party  sued,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  subject  to  the 
costs  and  chafes  of  such  suits,  whether  the  ulti- 
mate decision  shall  be  in  his  favor  or  against  him. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  -That  the 
Marshals  of  the  respective  districts  be,  and  are 
hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  serve  the  said 
notifications  on  the  parties  therein  named,  by  leav- 
ing copies  thereof  at  their  respective  dwellmgs,or 
usual  places  of  abode,  at  least  four  months  before 
the  time  fixed  in  sucu  notification  for  rendering 
their  accounts,  as  aforesaid,  and  that  the  return  ^ 
the  said  notifications  to  the  Comptroller's  office, 
with  the  Marshal's  certifice  thereon,  that  such  ser- 
vice has  been  made,  be  deemed  legal  evidence  in 
the  District  or  Circuit  Courts,  of  tlie  proceedings 
and  for  the  recovery  of  costs  and  charges.  And 
that  in  cases  where  accounts  shall  be  rendered  to 
the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  within  the  time 
limited  in  the  notifications  aloresaid,  he  shall  im- 
mediately proceed  to  liquidate  the  credits  to  be 
passed  for  the  said  accounts,  and  report  the  same 
to  the  Comptroller,  with  a  particular  list  of  any 
claims  whica  shall  have  been  disallowed  by  him. 
And  that  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  imme- 
diately proceed  to  the  examination  of  the  credits 
allowed  by  the  Auditor,  and  if  the  same  be  approv- 
ed by  him,  that  he  cause  credit  therefor  to  be 
passed  on  the  public  books.  And  the  Comptroller 
shall  also  appoint  a  day  for  hearing  the  claimant 
on  the  claims  so  disallowed  by  the  Auditor,  as 
aforesaid. 

Sec  3.  Ajid  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  list 
of  all  such  credits  aforesaid,  as  shall  have  been 
claimed,  and  not  admitted  by  the  Comptroller,  be 
niade  out  imd  transmitted  to  the  Marshal  of  the 
district,  where  the  claimant  resides ;  and  that  a 
copy  thereof  beserved  on  the  claimant,  or  left  at  his 
dwelling  or  last  usual  place  of  abode,  with  notice 
of  the  tune  assigned  by  the  Comptroller,  for  the 
final  hearing,  as  aforesaid,  at  least  lour  months  be- 
fore such  hearing ;  of  which  proceedings,  the  Mar- 
shal is  hereby  directed  to  transmit  an  official  re- 
turn to  the  Comptroller.  And  ia  case  of  omission 
or  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  claimant  to  assign  in 
writing,  or  otherwise,  his  reasons  to  the  Comp- 
troller, within  the  time  limited,  as  aforesaid,  why 
the  suspended  credits  should  be  admitted,  all  fU- 
ture  claims  therefor  shall  be,^and  are  hereby  fo> 
ever  barred.  But  in  case  the  claimant  shall,  within 
the  time  aforesaid,  assign  in  writing,  or  otherwise, 
his  reasons  why  the  suspended  credits  should  he 
admitted,  the  Comptroller  shall  immediately  con- 
sider the  same,  and  decide  thereon  according  to 
the  princij^es  of  equity,  an^  the  usages  of  the 
Treasury  Departme&t. 

Sec.  i.  Arui  be  U  JurtJier  enacted,  That  in  all 
cases  where  the  final  decision  of  the  Comptroller 
shall  be  against  the  claimant,  such  determination 
shall  be  final  and  conclusive  to  all  concerned. 

Approved,  March  3, 1795. 
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An  ftct  to  antltorini  a  grant  of  lands  to  the  Fr«ncli  in- 
habi^nti  of  Galliopolu,  and  for  other  pnrpoaea  dierrin 
mentioned. 

fie  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  be.  and  he  is  hereby  author- 
ized and  empowered  to  cause  to  be  surveyed  in  the 
Territory  Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  a  tract  of  land 
situated  on  the  northerly  bank  of  the  river  Ohio, 
beginning  one  mile  and  a  half  on  a  straight  line 
above  the  mouth  of  Little  Sandy,  thence  down  the 
said  river  Ohio,  along  the  courses  thereof  eight 
miles  when  reduced  to  a  straijght  line,  thence  at 
'right  angles  from  each  extremity  of  the  said  line, 
ao  as  to  include  the  quaality  of  twenty-four  thmt- 
aand  acres  of  land  to  be  disposed  as  hereinafter 
directed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Pre- 
sident be  authorized  to  cause  to  b^  ascertained  the 
number  of  French  inhabitants  and  actual  settlers 
of  the  town  or  settlement  of  Qalliopolis,  being 
males  above  eighteen  years  of  age,  or  widows  who 
are  or  shall  be  within  the  satil  town  or  settlement 
of  Galliopolis  on  the  first  day  of  November  next. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it fitrther  enacted^  That  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  shall  be^  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  to  isstie  letters 
patent  in  the  name  and  under  the  seal  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  thereby  granting  to  John  Oabri^  Ger- 
Tais  and  his  heirs,  four  thousand  acres  of  land,  part 
of  the  said  twenty-^our  thoiteand  acres  to  be  located 
on  the  Northwest  bank  of  the  river  Ohio  op^site 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Sandy  with  conditions 
in  the  said  letters  patent  that  if  the  said  John  Ga- 
briel Gerrais  or  nis  heirs,  i^hall  not  personaHy 
within  three  years  from  the  date  of  the  same  pa- 
tent, settle  on  the  same  tract  of  land,  and  there 
eontmue  settled  for  three  years  next  thereafter, 
the  same  letters  patent  shall  be  void  and  deter- 
mine, and  the  title  thereof  revest  in  the  United 
States,  as  if  this  law  had  not  passed. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  cause  to  be 
surveyed,  laid  off,  and  divided,  the  remaining 
twenty  uousuid  acres  of  land,  residue  of  the 
twenty-four  thousuid  acres,  into  as  many  lots  or 
parts  as  the  actual  settlers  of  Qalliopolis  riull,  on 
the  ascertainment  aforesaid,  amount  tt^  and  the 
same  to  be  designated,  marked,  and  numbered,  on  a 
plat  thereof,  to  be  letarned  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
said  Territory,  t<^ether  with  a  certificate  of  the 
courses  of  the  said  lots,  the  said  lots,  or  parts  of 
the  aforesaid  tract,  to  he  assigned  to  the  settlers 
^foresaid  by  lot.  And  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  to 
issue  letters  patent  as  aforesaid,  to  the  said  actual 
settlers  and  their  heirs,  for  the  said  twenty  thou- 
sand acres  to  be  held  by  them  in  severalty  in  lots 
to  be  designated  aod  described  by  their  numbers 
on  the  plat  aforesaid,  with  condition  in  the  same 
letters  patent,  that  if  one  or  more  of  the  said  gran- 
tees, his  or  her  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  not,  within 
five  years  from  the  date  of  ^e  same  letters,  make 
or  cause  and  procure  to  he  made  an  actual  settle- 
ment on  the  lot  or  lots  assigned  to  him,  her,  or 
them,  and  the  same  eontinne  for  five  years  there- 


after, that  then  the  said  letters  patent,  sohsv 
concerns  the  said  lot  or  lots  not  settled  tai  cat 
tinned  to  be  settled  as  aforesaid,  shall  c«ue  ul 
determine,  and  the  title  thereof  shall  revettintbt 
United  States  in  the  same  manner  as  if  tUsltw 
had  not  passed. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  itjiirther  enacted,  That  aoiteg 
in  this  act  shall  be  taken  or  considered  m  ar 
manner  to  impair  or  affect  the  claims  of  the  « 
settlers  against  any  persoa  or  persons,  for  m 
by  reason  of  any.  contract  heretofore  made 
tiiem,  but  that  the  same  contracts  shall  be  tad  r- 
main  in  the  same  state  as  if  this  law  hid-wii 
passed. 

Approved,  March  3, 1795. 


An  Act  fbr  the  more  general  promttlgatkn«f  Asloi 
of  the  United  Sutes. 

Be  ii  enacted,  ^c.j  That,  for  the  more  gtaoil 
promulgation  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  Suet 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  oC  State  dd^ 
after  the  end  of  the  next  oessicm  of  Con|n«, 
cause  to  be  printed  and  coUated,  at  the  paUic  tt 
pease,  a  comi^ete  cditimi  of  the  Laws  Mtke  Um^ 
ed  States,  comDriiinff  the  Constitntion  of  w 
United  States,  the  PuUie  Acts  then  in  font,  m 
the  Treaties,  together  wiUi  an  index  to  the  mk 

Sao.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^ 
thousand  five  hundred  copies  of  the  aid  editioa 
shall  be  divided  by  the  said  Secretary,  among 
respective  States  and  the  Territories  NortkvA 
ana  South  of  Uie  river  Ohio,  aecordiog  to  at 
rule  for  apportioning  representatives ;  and  thit  iv 
proportion  of  each  State  or  Territory,  skill  k 
transmitted  by  the  said  Secretary  to  the  GoTemr 
orSumeme  Executive  Magistrate  thereof  to  ^ 
deposited  in  such  fixed  and  conTenirat  pbee  n 
each  county,  or  other  subordinate  civil  dirinaaa 
such  Sttte  or  Territory,  as  the  ExecntiTecru- 
gidature  thereof  shall  de«n  most  condseiTc  h 
the  general  information  of  the  people;  tnd  tw 
five  nnndred  comes  irf"  the  said  editioa  be  reiefra 
for  the  futnre  dispoution  otCoagnas. 

Sea  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  TbattheKB 
poued  at  each  succeeding  session  of  Cooffts^^ 
eluding  future  Treaties,  shall  be  printed  ai» 
tributed  in  like  manner  and  propcnrtiMi. 

Approved,  March  3, 1795. 

An  Act  making  prorision  lor  the  pm  poses  of  W^''* 
dkolndiua. 

Be  U  enacted,  *c..  That  a  sum  not  eiee«*< 
fifty  thousand  dollars  be  appropriated  to  tke  pn- 
chase  of  goods  for  supplying  tne  Indiaas  wiuui 
the  limits  of  the  United  States,  fortheyesr* 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-4ve ;  am 
the  sale  of  such  goods  be  made  under  the  dire*!* 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  March  %  1795. 


An  Aet  to  mgnhas  ths  uumpuwsalina 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  Secretary  of  «J 
Treasury,  the  Secretvy  of  the  DepartmeB'  ■ 
State,  and  the  Secretary  flff  the  D«TaitBieBt « 
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War.  be  aathorized  to  vary,  for  the  present  year, 
the  cbmpensatioDs  heretofore  established  for  clerks 
in  their  respective  Departmeots,  in  such  manner 
as  the  services  to  be  performed  shall  in  their  judg- 
ment require;  so,  howerer,  that  no  principal 
clerk  shall  receive  more  than  at  the  rate  of  one 
thousand  dollars  per  annum,  and  that  the  ag|^ 
gate  of  the  compensations  for  derfca  in  eitlwr  of 
the  said  Departments  shall  not  for  the  said  rear 
exceed  the  aggregate  of  the  compensations  allow- 
ed for  clerks  in  the  same  Department  for  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four;  and 
that  an  additional  compensation  not  exceeding  the 
rate  of  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum  be  allowed 
for  one  clerk  employed  by  the  Director  of  the 
Hint  daring  the  present  year. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted  That  there 
be  allowed  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-fire,  to  the  Commissioners  of 
Loans  in  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  New 
York,  respectively,  not  exceeding  fire  clerks  at  the 
rate  of  five  hundred  dollars  each ;  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Loans  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  not 
exceeding  two  derkq  at  ike  rate  of  Sawt  hatred 
dfdlars  each;  and  to  Uie  Commissioner  of  Loans 
in  the  States  of  Pennsylvania,  Ti^nia,  and  Sooth 
Candina  respectively,  not  exceeding  two  clerks 


at  the  rate  of  fire  hundred  dollars  each.  The  ag- 
gregate of  the  compensations  for  clerks  employed 
by  either  of  the  said  Commissioners  to  be  appor- 
tioned among  them  at  his  discretion.  That  there 
be  allowed  for  the  year  aforesaid,  in  Uen  of  clerk 
hir&  to  the  Comnussioner  of  Loans  in  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire^  three  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars ;  to  the  Commissioner  of  Loans  in  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island,  four  hundred  dollars;  to  the 
Qommissioner  of  Loans  in  the  State  of  New  Jei^ 
sey,  three  hundred  dollars;  and  to  the  Commit 
sioner  ofLoansin  the  State  of  Bfaryland,  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 
Ai^voved,  March  3, 1795. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  exportation  of  arms,  cannon^ 
and  militai;  atoies  in  certain  ciHs. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  Thatin  cases  connected  with 
the  security  oi  the  commercial  interest  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  public  purposes  only,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  permit  the  exportation  of  anns,  can- 
non, and  military  stores,  the  law  prohibitiiig  the 
exportation  (tf  the  same  to  the  contrary  notwish- 
stauding. 

Approved,  March  3, 1795. 
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Answer  of  the  House  to  the  Presukmt'a  Speooh   -    1 38 
repfy  of  the  pT«sident       -      -  -  140 
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bill  amended  \rf  the.Snwta       -  483 
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BallinMif,  memorial  from  snndry  meirhintc  of, 
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sncoxD  sr.ssiOT. 
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ingthe       -  ....  974 
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niant  on,  pivai   -  1027 
Bankruptcy,  a  bi  I  ti»  estaMish  an  uniform  pystem 

'  o**,  presented,  read  twice,  and  committetl  -  970 
Barton,  Kobe^t,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  jmaenled  -  1335 
bilpawed       -      -      -      •      -      -  IMI 
Dfatty,  Mr  ,  remarks  of,  on  (he  lax  on  carriagrs  •  1212 
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Cbapla'n,  apptinlmratof  •      -      -      -      -  13* 

(^be  okee  Indians,  riNiipliint  K^'mt  ■  -  ft* 

Utdaf  (Jlerk  ,  pet:ii-'in  of  anndiy.  praying  nn  ia- 

en-ase  of  saUiy     ....       -  IM 

Clark,  Mr.,  rpmnrks  of;  on  the  commerce  ol  ths 

Unried  Slates       -  -       -  Jl« 

on  an  amcn  inient  to  the  rc^nlotione  rai  iit^m 
Clark,  l.u=v,  bill  for  the  relief  o^  pre<ented  -       -  **• 
m<it:on  tj  re  -q  nmtt,  ne^atiwJ   -      -      -  «•! 
c:axton,  1'bmuu  appoiii  ed  Aana  not  Doofknpar  IM 
,  rho*en  Do-wkeeper  -  TTt 

Clsaiance  ,  a  re9o!ot:on  anthnri^wi  the  PnaU-nt 
to  direct  the  g -anting  of^  in  certain  eaacs  - 
Senate  amendment  disazree  I  to  .       -  - 
Ke  a'e  recede  from  their  ameodmsDt  •       -  844 
CleAs,  appointment  of  Cleili  t  the  H»nae  -      -  IM 
petition  of  sundry,  praying  an  locreaaa  oTad- 
'  arr,  (imonted  and  niSmi     -      •      .  SS8 
repOTt  of  commit  ee  -      -  -    -      -       -  488 

memxial  from  sondry.  mi  and  lefiml  -  48* 
report  on  ihs  petitions  of,  preaaaled,  anJ  pa  t 

of  it  lecomiAit'rd  -       -       .       -        -  fiSS 
abill  from  Uie  itenare,  allnwinit  addltimwloavi. 
penaatkmtotbeppin<BipalCltrksiatfas:8l  bs 
Treawry,  and  A'w  Ot<|Nur;Beii[b^  neoiveJ 
for  orniciurence     -  7t1 
bill  paeaeJ      -      -      -■      -  - 
a  liill  mikine  an  ex'ri  aUowaora  to  cataia 
Clerks,  and  the  familie*  of  ilBBMad,,  pM- 
nentnl  and  nad  twt."0    -  TJf 
lead  third  «iaM  imd  pB«»^  •■  -  im 

a  bill  f  H-  cwtp-nMion  of  (*Mt«  in  Aa  Audi- 
tor^ office,  m.^-.-e  J  for  eooewreaoe-      -  IM 
bi  I  n  jeded  -       •       -  WJ 

rpsolutinn  aatboiiting  the  employnwnt  of  aa  >• 
th'T  C  trk  in  the  office  of  ths  <  kk  of  the 
HotDO  -  788 

Coals,  a  pe  ition  pnrrinir  an  alditional  ''oty  on  the 
imp  -rta  ron  of.  or  the  cn-vaMcaneat  in, 
opp  in«  cnal  mines  in  tho  United  8  alee  -  441 
CoOee,  a  l>  I'  for  the  rem>asi:in  efdatie)  on  a  nnm- 

of  ho^Wla  of.  laVvad  fjr  emearrmra  -  8n 
md  twice  and  oomm'tteJ  .'      -      -      -  844 
biU  pw*d      ...      -      -       -  8I» 
Commsrce  of  the  United  Stalni,  Ms.  Mt-liaK.** 

rmolutinns  nd-t  ive  to  the       -       -       -  1S8 
debate  on  the  su>>ject  of  fixing  a  I'ay  tat  ttUag 

them  into  onnnideraUon  -  i58 
debate  on  prrri'ejCK  and  rettrirtions  on  the  -  174, 
80»,  2S6,  235,  256.  9'8.  291,  :H:*,  Stft,  3  S, 
3H6.  4IS,  4l»,  4i:S,  4;a.  M 
for'her  mndderition  postponed  -      -      -  491 
fnrthere<ln''iitoniiionoftheMil^     -      -  St) 
Confidfnti.il  rooununiration,  conmntt'e  appo'Mei 
fo  se'oet  and  report  soeh  pertimM  of  tbe 
Prciitdeni'M,  a^  m  ly  l«  made  poblie  -       -  SCI 
Coograss  the  Hoo^  inform-^d  of  the  appoiotment, 
on  the  part  of  the  ^^enateiof  a  oomnitlee  to. 
report  what  tmstnaaa  mo't  naceawily  bs 
done  Ibe  prrrent,  and  what  may  be  past- 
poneil  to  tbf  next,  asmon  .481 
aiiKlH-appnitttnimtl<rdioHooit  -  481 
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esticurrenee  639 
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eeiveil  fur  cunegirrnce   ■      .      -      .  t9S 
mi.toii  to  amaikl  the  ameodrndnt  ne^tlTei  -  47B 
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Conloeted  H  ection.— [See  Van  Atbuy  JiAn  B 

I're  fe  I  Fraud'.  \ 
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Gewgia,  resolution  resperting  Ike  rehnbarsement 
to  the  State  of,  cfT  the  amoont  of  a  suit  of 
the  exwators  of  Robert  Farqnhsr  against 

aaid  State  

acts  of  the  Legislature  of,  laid  befeie  the  Con> 
gms  ....... 

'  consideration  the  Honta  en  tho  Mil  antiiar. 
icing  the  Fmirient  to  obtain  cesid^nB  of 
certun  lands  in  the  9lat«  of  -  . 

■Bwndtid  and  ordered  to  be  fngressed  • 
GennanB.  petitian  <tf  a  nnmbex  o(  in  tha  State  of 

Virginia  

Tclerreil 
Dibbs,  George,  petition  of  • 

bill  fur  the  reliefs^  praseated  ... 
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Giles,  Mr,  nnmiks  o(  00  the  Presidcot'a  Speech, 
and  tiw  draft  of  an  answer  toil 
■peech  on  the  aame  subject 
Gilles[He,  Mr>,  reoariuef,in  rq^  to  individual 
.  daima  on  the  lands  in  the        of  North 

Carolina  1149 

Onwe,  Count  de,  a  nwnwrial  ef  the  daughters  of, 

presented  and  referred   ....  1230 
.  resoiutiona  making  appropriations  for  them  -  1336 
bill  preeeiited  aotborixing  the  payment  of  a 
certain  sum  to  diem      ....  1341 

bUl  pasKd   1848 

H. 

rtasT  snaioK. 

Hutley,  Mr.,  remarlta  on  restrictions  to  ttie  Com- 
merce of  the  United  States     •    391,  298,  606 
Hati^  petitions  praying  additional  dnties  on  the 

importation  of       -  -       -       -  478 

rrport  on-       -  -       -       -       -  683 

Health  Officer,  bill  to  provide  a,  for  the  town  of 

Baltimore,  presented     ....  7IS 

bill  passed      .      ...      -  .770 

Hifhoose,  Mr  ,  on  Commerce  .  -  .  .'  314 
Houery,  petidon  prayinv  for  an  additional  du^  on 

the  importation  of  fereign      ...  533 
Hottae  orhttM.brliows,  petition  praying  an  addi- 
tional duty  on      .....  417 
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Haper.  R<>lwTt  fioo  IW,  rwolutim  entitlmg  him 

to  « Mit  in'tbe  Httiuo   -      -      -      -  1 8)4 

tikwbitaMt  uus 
Itwtlfjr.  Mr.,  remiiUof,  on  Uw  1o«m  cauwd  fij 

[biBPcno>ylT.iiiia/n)ur4eiita  -      -      -  99o 

Heomi,  Chtr'M,  the  petition  of  -  •  •  •  -  IMtt 
Hemp,  •  peiUioD  from  aundi;  iDBDafii6tan»  in 

Mawtehuartit             .             .      -  1 131 
memorial  from  manuldcturerj  of,  in  Rbotle 

I>l<inil  -      -      -      .      .      .      .  Mf<: 

,  HenilerwMi,  Kichard,  ^  Co  ,  mnDoriol  of  •  -  lu6u 
Hi  lbotM3  Mr ,  ram  irks  uf,  on  PubJe  Debt  end 

Puhlic  iindil  

Hegan,  Edmuml,  petition  o(  preie.ited     -      -  1*^43 

'  UaJl,  Jowpb,  loemonal  of      •      •      -      •  y^S 

I. 

VIKIT  etMIO*. 

JMnnity  for  )*poIiitioM,  m3tion  of  Mr.  Oeodtnw 

■mpectinic  614 

mi  ioii  wttbdnwn    -      -      -      •  oifi 

•aoibrr  motion  <>f  Mr.  GooJhne  mpectlng^  . 

and  amendment  debatod  ■  fl8<< 

mMion  commiiteJ  aa  smendnl   -  ev.'i 

In&n%  proteciive  roeaaures  asainat  boatile  -  -  69'( 
lutereoufw  wiih  torrt^n  natiooa,  rwolution  (or  «p> 

fropriating  a  sum  of  monoy  to  defray  tba 

expnvea     e  mmiited  -      ■      .      .  47A 

lull  for  that  purpnae  preseolej    -      .      •  48t 

amended  and  laid  on  tlie  tab  e   -      •      .  4H2 

anMndmenta  agteed  lo,  and  (all  paned  ■      .  499 

Senate  amandmanl  agiaait  to  -  •  -  033 
bvalid  Penainnera^  ai  aiiliiidiea  ionnf  Uu  Suprena 

Court  rclaive  to  tlMebuneofteitain      -  4S9 
eommitteeappointeJ  to  report  on  the  allmUiona 

nec.^anryt<>  th(9  act  lo  regulate  c^ma  t  J  -  4B8 
report  of  tlie  cummit'cn  .... 

a  bill  relative  lo,  ortlereil  to  he  brought  in    •  73 1 

a  roMluUon  in  legard  to  -  -  .  766 
reeo'ulton  agn-ed  to  b;  tbo  Senate,  with  aaeod- 

menta  719 

amen>lment3  agr.<ed  to  •  •  .  .  7sU 
Iron  Wark%  m»mat  from  preprioNm  o£  pray* 

inffeDeoardjemsotafdwirmaaaCietoriia-  6ta 

•aeon  aianos. 

la&no,  blU  to  prevMit  ideprada^ioaa  on  certain, 

iqMted   ISW 

a  Ull  to  rejniata  trade  with,  paaaed  -  •  )S73 
am>nidmenta  hy  the  Senate  agreni  to  -  -1383 
a  bill  for  e^b'iiihing  trading  h'msea  for  aup- 

Ikying  th^  debated  and  thrown  not  -      -  U«3 
a  bill  making  proviaiooa  for  the  ezpeiwee  of  a 
Tretty  with  oertain  tribca,  read  twice  and 

commiUed    -  lS.<i3 

ordered  tti  lie  engnMvd  ....  1374 
reaolotlona  propwad  in  relatioa  to  Indian  lamia 

inUmr^a   -  ISSS 

o'her  ropolution^  .....  12(5 
TCport  of  the  aelect  eomn'lloe  in  relatioa  to 

Indi.in  la:iil«  d  -trateJ  and  amended  -      -  ltA9 

fiirther  consideraiion  -      •      .      .      .  I3fi4 

rew'ationa  fo:n  ittoil      -      .      .      .  njo 

Interc3urw  with  foreign  naUon«,  a  cnnfi  lentil 

Meaaaie  from  the  Preai.lcnt  in  rvlatioa  to  -  1S72 
lardU  Penfiooera,  reaulution  relative  to    .  -HSU 


hgi. 

InvaUd  Penaimara,  a  anpplenwntaijr  liH  to  tteici 
eonaeffliog,  aiuendud  aud  ordered  to  btca* 
grueivtl  .      .     .  im 

bill  paaaed  tlM 

ainJiidmenta  by  the  Scnale  received  £>r  eoa 

currtince  i;i4 
concurred  in    -      -      -      ...  im 
Iron,  jietition  of  aaadry  iron  maatera,  prajiug  aa 

aJditioojl  duly  00  aL  imported      •  -lift 

J. 

*  FiMT  anmoir. 

Jenkins,  Thomna.  and  Bona,  faili  Cr-  the  tfMtS, 

preaentod  -  -  -  -  •  •  HT 
amijudi-d  and  order>d  to  be  ragroaaeJ  •  -  44 
bill  paaae<l  -       -       .  .      .      .  Ul 

Jonea,  Uriffith,  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  ■ 

biJ.  for  arttliiig  (he  aocounu  of       -      •  TN 
bill  preaentt-d  and  jMtaed   •       -      -     -  TTI 
Journal.  r>poit  of  the  committee  appi^'ed  to  ei- 
amine  tiia:  of  the  IjN  eeaaioii,  Ldd  on  lb 

tibie  141 

Jodidal  CouriB  of  the  United  States  committee  ip- 
pcdiitnl  to  report  what  al  er<ition«  m  amend- 
meiita  are  neceaaary  to  tlie  act  e<ab.iihiBg 

the   .  10 

report  of  committee   -      -      -      -     .  W 
motion  t<i  repeal  m  much  of  the  act  aa  rfjr^nin 
the  att[<ndance  of  the  .Maisbal  of  each  (tale 
a  the  aeMionaof  the  Supreme  Coalman* 
milted  -      -      -      -  ...4*1 
report  of  the  eommitlee     -      '-      •     •  4fl 
a  bill  making  a'lwationa  in  the  act  fix-  eMab- 
liahin^  prevented,  rejd  twior,  and  couunil- 
ted     -     -  .      .     ,    .  m 

reported  with  amendments  -  -  .  .  7&) 
bill  parsed  -      -       -      .     .  1»i 

Isenate  amendments  roceifcd  for  concumon  1<) 

atcowD  axaaiow. 
Jones,  Epaphra*,  and  nihm,  prtition  of   -  ' 
rw4oldtion  rrapec  tini(  the  petition  -      .     -  1(41 
hill  for  ihe  rehef  of,  mid  twice  and  comimtlHl 

Mli  imw-d  I'l* 

Ken  ite  amendments  ajmd  to  •  -  Hi' 
Jona^  Mary  tf.,  and  otbm,  (he  pelitbn  of,  vakc 

coH'tideration  -      •      .     .  IlB 

agreed  to  -  -  -  -  .  .  .  tiM 
bill  for  the  relief  of,  preaented  -  -  -l*  ^ 
umler  conaiderAtion  -  -  -  .  -  llU 
mution  to  recommit  it  tothe  Committeeof  tlw 

Wh'ile.  MsaUved  

Judiciary,  a  bi  I  ts  auund  and  explain  part  of  tba 
art  eatibliibing  Judicial  Courts  lecdnd 
ibr  concorrenoe  -      ...  10 

lead  twice  and  committed  •  *  ,  .  M 
■end  third  time  and  paaaed  -      •     .     -  IM 

K. 

nan  bsujoit. 

Kimberly,  Epbraim,  a  hiH  to  anthnrin  him  to 
locate  a  land  warrant,  meaeoted  ••  - 
bill  pawul  Ml 

ICingi  Robert.  ronunittM  appointaJ  to  pnpars  a 
bill  fi)f  the  relief  of       .      .      .  - 

airovD  •ras'O'T. 

Kitch^l.  Aaron,  rmolulion  resogniring  his  t'.^ 
to  •  seat  ill  lbs  Hanaa  *•      •     .  - 
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Ftair  mnM.  P  gr 

lafr^ette,  General,  a  hi  t  for  allowing  h'tpa;  aod 
emo  umeti  a  while  in  the  wrvire  of  tbe  Uoit- 

ed  '<ta'ea,  rs-eiveJ  forcoacuTrenja   -      -  60A 

rrjd  twire  and  commiUoi         •  .    -      •  A'<t3 

liatiawt  Henry,  peti  ion  of,  comidAimng  of  tbe 

unrino  olodion  of  Jobn  l^ttoa  -  ins 

n'erred  to  CommlUe  of  JS-ecJoiii     -  -140 
ivport  of coni:iiiUeB   .      .      -      .      •  412 
CO  nmtvdl  tj  a  <  o  nniUee  of  ibe  Vhola     -  444 
naolution  dec'arinj  him  entt:Ied  to  ■  wat  I  j 
tbeHou-«    -  -      ...  433 

Lawi  <^ the  Uni  ed  t^taiea.  co-nmittee  appoin>cd  to 
Azaminoaad  report  aucbai  baveeipired  or 
will  axfHielafiiio.iiextaaMoa       -  • 
report  S8!V 
ftfe.  Mr.tmnarkaoDrooinwm      ...  8M 
LeflbrUb  I<e8ert,  hilfor  fie  teiefo^  peseated, 

nail  iwici)  aal  coaiaiit:«J     •  -  1(8  ■ 

UJpawd  666 

fjo'tarii  paien^  pe  UIod  prajrinjtberrpaal  of  certaio  036 
Ligbl  houw«»  mo  u  to  i  folaiixe  to  n  li^t-bouao 

on  MonUuk  p<Mnt        -  ,673 
e  >niniil'eo  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  autbor- 
idng  tho  Prej:deat  t"  receive  coMiou  of  lanJa 

for  tbe  ere  tion  of  -  -  -  .731 
i)Ui  p.'eaen  ed,  read  twice  and  conioiilted  •  7^1 
billr^ocel  -      -  -  .761 

uiiiaut  ee  appntn'nl  to  Mnv  ia  •  bi'l,  lo  con- 
tinue in  force  tbe  act  lor  the  eMabliabmant 
and  aupport  of  boacani^  and  pnblie 
pierK  -  -  .....  767 
bill  preuen'el  and  paan J  -  7b8 
Lowu,  committee  app^n  ed  to  report  on  the  Loan 
neceajar;  for  pal>Iic  aeriice  fur  the  year 

liU4   4(li 

Fppoct  of  committee  ....  4b7 
feport  adop  eJ  and  a  commiUee  appotoled  to 

bring  in  a  bill  conforma  ly  thordte   -      -  474 
till  prawn  ei  author jinj  a  IiOM  of  one  mil- 
lion of  tiol.ari      .....  47A 
enlereil  lo  Iw  engniaseil  -      -      -  47H 

r.-ad  third  li-ne  and  pa^rd  -  478 
infimuation  in  ngvd  to  l<oanB  nqtwaied  of 

tbe  9ecrctarv  of  tbe  TrajMirjr         -      -  7S3 
a  HI)  in  bvor  ^  the  CommisMoncr  of^  report- 
ed and  |»iaed  •  7M 
Ijd*.  Robert,  rem'ution  leqtedi  >k  the  petition  of  7-<0 
LTman*  Mr.*  temaika  on  Comnmrce  -             .  &30 

8BCOMI  aaaaiav. 

Laiinwr,  OeoTsr^  sod  o  ber^  memorial  «Uig 
a  tirawback  of  dutii-aon  a  quanti^  <tf  ngar 
and  ct^Baty  referred  to  eomiithtee     -      -  IMS 
I«inoftheUni:ed  State*,  report  of  tbe  cemiil^ttM 

in  relation  to,  laid  on  tiie  table       -      -  873 
committM  qip<Hnled  to  report  what  fiirther 
{itoiiiinaaan  required  tor  the  promu!gaUon 

of  833 

committee  appointed  eoQ^atin;  »f  a  member 
fnm  aach  State  to  epaier  on  the  oieana  ct 
fmma'gaing  die          .....  |083 
report  of  cjmm'ttee  debated      ...  MtH 
reolution'  rr^  Unfc       -      -      -      -  1339 
a  bil  for  the  mire  general  [ffoma^'.ion  oi, 
*         pn-aooted     -      -      -      >      •      •  tSSn 
UJpaMed  13M 


Page. 
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reao  ution  f<v  repea'ing  the  I  ^wa  in  iela'.bn  to 
capital  puntahmen  .  laid  on  (he  hb*e       -  1383 
I.ead.  delnle  on  the  bdl  permit^inj  th:  expor.atton  of  I  '^^1 
lall  paaaed      -      -  -  -  I3ii 

Light  bouwfl.  beacona,  booya,  aid  public  pi«>ra,  re- 
Bol'  tion  in  r.^lulion  to  ceauona  uf  tanda  tit 
iheereciunof      -      ...      -  11^7 
a  bill  rjlatin  lo,  presented  -      t  tilt 

ordacei  to  bo  engroaaed     ....  Itlfl 

Mil  paaKkl  1347 

8en^  amendmen's  einrarretl  in       •       -  13^7 
LivingMon.  John  K.,  bi.l  for  the  rrlief  of  preae  led  933 
Com-DiileeoTthe  Wb  ilediichirgiJ  froai  far- 
ther proceedfnga  on  ii,  and  the  bill  commit- 
ted to  tliel^nmitteeonCainna      •       -  9S0 
Loan,  a  bill  autbobsing  a,  read  twice  and  cmnmit- 

led      -      .     ■  »T0 

H 1  paml  -  -  -  -  -  .971 
na/u'iao  reapes'in;  a,  fiir'the  m-un'.0JaiiGe 

of  Interconrae  wiUi  foreign  aiii  ma        •  ISM 
a  bill  for  the  reimburaemeut  of  a  certain,  pre- 

aened  1309 

order -d  to  be  engioaaed    -  l*H 
Ulpaaiwd  1«U 
Tioehman,  John,  petition  of      >       -       -       •  Vift 
LoojT  Island,  a  bi  I  relative  to  the  p'using  of  coast- 
ing vewe'a  be  ween,  aod  Rhode  U'.aod,  re- 
ceived for  concurrenc   ...       -  I3ST 
reail  three  timea  and  pawed       *      -      •  t6. 
Iiord,  ToU«s  and  o  here,  pati.ion  o^  picaMtCil  and 

leierred  to  etnium.tee    ....  1119 
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riaar  raaaiov. 

Maiiwa,  Mr.,  rr&olu  i  nn  ot,  r  Ulive  to  the  Com- 
merce of  the  Unite  I  !«titn     •      -      -  Hi 

remarks  f,  on  pmpov-d  relief  to  French  eini- 
fCnintefr  nl^L  ItemingO       ...  170 

n>eerh.of.  o  t  I'omiurrce    -      •  W9,  Sag 

Manning,  Thom^a,  obwcvatiDna  of  Mr.  (Hierbame 

on  th  petition  of         -      ...  171 

petition  relcrred  to  !»ecret«ry  of  Hta'e  -      -  .  174 
Marque  and  Repriaal,  reao'u  ton  to  authorize  the 
Prpfidnit  to  i«  e  e  mmia  iona  of.  against 
Algiera.  Tri.oli  and  Tu  ia.  rommi  ted   -  Sfi9 
~  report  a'lopted  and  commit  ee  appointed  to 

briog  in  a  bill      -      -      -      -      -  6W 
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relations  I8i 
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Moreoei  143 
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to  be  charged  with  t  cdii  t  of  recelr- 
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transmitting  rojnes  of  Irttrm  from  oar  M'nis. 
tcr  in  liondon,  and  tbe  Hi<creiiry  (rfNtale, 
an  I  encln^iniT  ropy  of  an  act  of  the  l<egiti- 
ltt.uro  of  Rhode  lilond   •      .      -      .  C74 
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MMMge.  frtMaa  *»,  edoeeniiiig  certain  luM  Ub 

Uraatt  710 
odwr  iDongM       -  718,  715,  745. 763 

Mfltal  bottom,  ptiti^n  prajing  in  idiliikMial  dntf 
on  the  impoita  ion  of    -      -  - 
UMary  Establuhmeas  committfe  appointed  to  re- 
ports bill  for  com  leting  and  better  lupport- 

IngthB  141 

biUprewnted  M3 

debate  ia  Committee  of  the  Wbo'.e     -      -  1S9 
b  U  reported  with  UDenJmenbiand  laid  on  the 

taUi  IM 

taken  ap,  debated,  and  ncomnuttsd    •      -  167 
an  amendatory  loll  reputed,  read  twice  tad 
eommitleJ    ------  848 

aniendmfnis  reported        -      -       -      -  S83 

n*ii  third  time  and  rocommilted  -  '  -  tbS 
amendments  reported  and  agreed  to     -      -  t7\ 

billpaned  >78 

eatimalee  i  f  appropriations  for  the  tupport  of 

tie,  for  the  year  (794   -      -      -      -  478 
Un  making  appropriations  for  the,  presented, 

read  tirke  an  I  eonimi.ted      -      .      .  4B3 
•mendmenta  adi^pled        .      -  .  499 

biUpasw^  -  fi04 

Uilitaiy  Force,  a  bill  for  the  tnciease  of  the,  ptv- 

sen  ed,  read  twice  and  committed    -      -  B61 

rejected  -  709 

another  bill  relative  to,  received  for  cooenr- 

reocfl  735 

diacuned  -  736 

rejected  -      -      -      -      -  738 

MiUtia,  comnuttee  a[^nted  to  report  what  ^mead' 
mnts  are  nooemry  to  tlie  act  for  es  ablishr 
ing  an  oiufenn  ayalam  of   .   -      •      •  141 
report  687 
a  bill  directing  a  detarhmeBt  from  thc^  fn- 

aentnl,  read  twice  and  coinm-tted   -      -  581 
bill  passed      -  -      ...      -  603 

amended  by  the  Senate  -  -  -  -  63« 
amendments  agreed  to       .      .  .  64S 

Mint,  a  bill  to  alter  the  act  estabUahug  the,  receiv- 
ed for  ooncuiraDce        .      -      •      .  468 

biU  puwd  466 

Hiaiianppi  Riw,  temonalrance  from  soodiy  citi- 
■eoa  rending  West  of  the  Alleghsniea,  in 
regard  to  the  free  navigation  of       •      -  694 
report  of  comniittae   -      -      -  '  .  603 

resolve  that  no  further  proceedings  shall  be 
bad  on  said  ramoastrftnce  this  Bowi^n      -  769 
Moore,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Commerce      -      -  266 
Muhlenburg.  Frederick  A.,  elected  Speaker  '     -  ,  133 
Mnrrayy  Mr  ,  remarks  e^  on  Coauneece    -      •  956 

atcon  aiaeiov. 

ikadirm,  Mr.  remarks  on  the  PreMdent'a  Speech  981 
Manu&eturers,  memorial  from  sundry,  of  tobacco  1033 
meiniorial  in  relati  'n  to  hemp     -  -  1 131 

Mann,  Spencer,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  presented    -  1 34 1 

billpaseel  134S 

Senate  amendments  agrred  to    -      -       -  1363 
McLean.  Angus,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  received 

for  concurrence     -  -      -      -  1841 

passed  with  amendments   -      -      -      -  1344 
Kardiants,  memorial  from  sundry,  cnmi  laining  of 
dcprodationitnNnmittedby  subjects  of  Gr.at 
Britain,  laid  on  the  table        ...  1071 
MHiliry  Eitablishmont,  resolution  to  increase  the 

pay  and  r^iuktta  other  allowances    -      '•  014 
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warns  ^  V6Amrat,miia  fr« aontiBniiig ai4 
iflgulatiag  th«,  pieaeoteil,  read  tmnd 

committfa  Wl 
sandry  motions  to  amend,  negUited  -     ■  1x4 

lUl  pa  sed   »1 

liienate  amendments  i^jeed  <n    -  '   -     -  ItK 
bill  making  appropriations  for       pnaaM  IIU 
b  II  passed       -  -  -ItR 

Militia  Service,  rescrintion  rdstive  to  the    -  -HI 
committee  appcdnted  tobringin  alKMoia- 

erease  the  pay  sod  ratnlate  other  alfowutef  911 
Committee  of  the  ^ole  dbebarged  fr«n  At 

titer  oonnleiBtioa  of  the  IhU  - 
an  am  ndatory  tnll  reported  •  ■ 

re*d  ttii  d  time  and  passed 
a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Militte  of  theCtMeidf 
Mew  Jersey,  Pauun^TUu^  MaiylaBd,  nd 
Virginia  ------ 

a  bill  mining  appn>ptiitioDsfbr  die  p«yof  tlu^ 

ordered  to  be  engmsed  and  pasMd 
a  UII  to  ragnlate  the- pay  of  ntm-maiwlmmli 
officers  and  oLbe  s,  amended  by  the  BtiM 
and  amendments  refierrt-d 
referft  d  to  a  select  comnnttee      -      -  - 
report  read,  and  amendments  agreed  to  wifli  m 
amendment         -      -      -      -     -  IW 

dia^reembnt  of  the  Senate  to  the  amendmaK 
of  the  Hoosp,  and  a  conference  6tmtii, 
and  onnmlttee  appoint  d  for  that  poipote  Vn 
Senate  recede  fitom  tlieir  amendment  ud  agite 

to  that  of  the  HoiMwith  sn  amendment  -  1m 
agreed  to  by  the  House     -      -      -   -  -  lif 

Mint,  comnuttee  app<^ted  tj  exatnine  and  icpot 

on  tlie  stale  of  the        -       -      .     •  »< 
a  bill  presented  in  relation  t»     -  • 
passed  •  ,      .     •  IDl 

Miihlenburg,  P^erid  A.,tesjlatSon(tfA«akiti^ 

and  his  reply  thereto      -      -      -     -  IW 

Morray,  Mr.,  rrmarks  o^  on  an  amoidment to  tha 

Katorarttalion  bill        -      -      -     - 1« 

on  a  vote     thanks  to  OeiMral  Wa^nH 
othem  -      -      -     -     -  W 

on  the  elaims  of  certain  pcnons  to  landi  i> 
Mofth  CwroGna    -      •      •      -     -  UN 

N. 

riRVT  skSBioir. 

Naik^  petitions  praying  an  additknial  duty  on  dw 

impmation of       '      '      '  ', 
National  Defence^  obaorvalioDS  of  Mr.  Sedgwick  oa 

ree(rintioiM  reepecting  the   -  - 
r^art  on  the  measures  neeeaaaty  far  ■ 
Jiaval  Armament,  committee  appointed  to  nfoit 
on  the,'neoaBBBTy  fiirprotcctioa  of  AmaxaB 
commwee  against  Algerine  eors'ira 
report  read  and  referred  to  Commftlne  ef  >k> 

Whole  - 

debate  on  the  subject         .       .       -  - 
resolution  making  provisiiras  for  a 
ddmte  on  the  Tesolotion  laying  an  aiWitwad 
duty  on  certain  articles  for  theparpMB" 
detniying  the  coat  ^an  armanetf 
adoption  of  remaining'teaolaliDna  icported  If 

the  committee      -  • 
a  bill  to  piovidea,  prrarnted 
action  in  Committee  of  Whole  on  the  laU  * 
moHon  to  recommit  negatived  - 

biU  passed  

bcMto  an^eMlmeitto  i^reed  to   •     *  * 
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of  a,  and  said  resolution.  rcf,!rmJ  to  the 
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N«w  Hampshire,  a  hi  I  iransferr  ng  juri  tlictii^n  of 
•uiu  and  oflunce*  fr.-m  the  Dutrict  t»  the 
Circuit  Oiiart  vf,  prestnt«.),  retJ  tnioa  ind 
committed  -  482 

bill  pae  «d       ...  .      -  biS 

Now  Lo  id  in,  eoRunittre  app-inled  to  ioqa'ra  iot^ 
the  expod"  xuy  of  filing  baays  on  esctaia 
rocVs  oflTthe  harbor  tf   -      -      ■•      -  604 
report  laid  on  the  Uble      -      .      .      .  523 
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pwwd     -      -  627 

amended  by  the  Senato  ...  6A6 
eonenrfed  in    •      .   -  .  .      .  653 

Nidiolaa.  Mr  ,  rpaech  of,  on  the  CtMumarae  f>f  the 

United  SUtea       ■       -       -      306. 310, 600 
Non  intercourse  wi  h  Or  at  Britoia,  rowlatian  of 

Mr.  Olarlc  providing  for  ■  -  .  66t 
deba'e  on  the  resolution  66R,  r>70,  676,  695,  600 
amendment  olfered  by  Mr.  Madi  on  -  601 

resolution  ag  eed  10  at  amended  -  .  -  602 
committee  apponedto  bring  biabill  pumiant 

tiirrrtt        -  •     .  -      -      •  r09 
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under  consideration  -  731 
Norfolk  and  Porsmouth,  memorial  Trim  snndiy 
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Naturalization,  bill  to  amemi  the  act  establishing  an 

uniform  rule  of,  under  consideration        -  1004 
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bill  recommitted   1068 
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a  bill  in  relation  to  the  Ubtrift  Court  irf  •  1 1 74 
.her  raiification  of  the  aniendmo  t  to  the  Con- 
itihition,  laid  faefore  Congms             -  1830 
Newspapers  ordered  to  be  furniihed  to  the  mem- 
bers   876 

Now  York,  thfi  ratification  of,  to  the  amerdmcnts 
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O. 

vian  smios. 

Oemcock  TsTond,  petition  againit  the  enethm  of  a 
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Owner*  of  vernls,  bill  for  ext'-nding  the  time  for 
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arae  .dments  by  the  Senate  agreed  to  -  -1209 
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Pannque,  Stephen,  repoft  en  the.  petition  of      -  483 
bill  for  the  reti.f     pieaentedr  read  twice  and 
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is  declared  not  entitled  to  a  seat  -  456 
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Pe  rit,  Peter,  memoriri  of      -      -      -      -  774 
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presented,  read  twice  and  committed        -  484 
amendments  reported  and  bill  ordered  to  be 

engrossed  498 
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a  supplementary  Inll  presented,  read  twice  and 
committed    ------  678 

dcbato  on  -      •      -      -  -815 

bill  pawed  816 
arocmled  by  the  S«iaU>     -  849 
anwodmenta  agreetl  to      -      -      -      -  657 

Post  Ofliee  and  Poit  Koada*  committee  appointed 
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Pott  Office  and  Port  Roadi,  leport  -  - 
motion  to  reduce  poitoge  on  new^pen 
TMgatind        _      .      -      -  - 

Poft  Offiop,  k  motion  for  Rftrictiiig  tlw  fhmlung 

privil'  ge  negaii\'ed 
commilUe  appointed  to  bring  in  a  b"U  tp,  pur- 

sannt  to  the  rrprrt  of  cmnmittee  reqfwcting 

Po«t  Office  and  Poat  Roada  - 
bill  prewntcd  -      -      -  " 

Corainitied  of  thu  Whtde  disdungod  from  tb« 

fiirtber  constdcimtioa  ihtreof  and  the  b  II 

iccommitlfd  to  a  select  committee  - 
amendatofy  bill  reported   -      -      -  - 

bill  Kifwnded  and  laid  on  tbfl  table 
fiirther  amended  and  ordered  to  be  engroaaed 
bill  passed  ------ 

amend' (]  by  the  Senntc       .       .       -  - 
amendments  considered  - 
committee  of  conference  appointed 
^□ale  rpcede  from  (heir  amendmenta  - 
Post  St.  Vincenoea,  peJtitm  of  the  inhabitants  of 
report  -      -  - 

Fndoua  Meta'a,  committee  appointed  on  the  suTh 

jpct  of  impediments  to  the  coinage  of 
IVeaidei  t.  hi*  t^peecbi  committed  to  Committee  of 

the  Whole   

committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  answer  - 
reantution  requesting  him  to  transmit  to  the 

Executive  of  the  several  Slates  copies  of 

the  amendment  to  the  <  onstitution  respoct 

ingthe  Judicia'  power,  received  for  concur' 

rence  and  ccmcurred  in  - 
motion  to  reduce  hia  salary  made  and  «rith 

drawn .      -      -  - 
Preston,  Prancia,  (Va.)  petition  of  Abram  Trigg, 

complaining  of  the  undue  cteclioa  of,  refer 

le  I  to  Comm  ttee  of  Electiona 
report     _       -      .       -  - 
a  day  fixed  for  trial  -      -  - 
trial  commenced  i>nd  poaiponed  - 
resumed  - 

petition  and  report  thfrcon  rrjeotod 
Prioleau,  Samuel,  bill  authoiixing  the 
cdT  the  c'aims  of.  ptesen  ed 
read  Uurd  limaand  passed 
Prise  monoyt  pet  lion  fitf        -  - 
novidence  river,  a  eommittse  appointed  to  inquire 
Into  the  expediency  of  fixing  buoya  in 
report 

eons  deration  of  the  repoit 
bill  ti  pr  itide  for  fixing  booys  in,  preaeQted, 

read  twice  and  cum  mi  tod 
bill  p  a  ed 

amevled  by  the  Senate  - 
amendments  agreed  to 
Publie  l>cbt.  report  dT  the  Cjmm'ss'onen  for  par 
dun^gibe         .      -      -      .  . 
Public  Suppliaa,  recmmerdition  fr  m  the  Pren 
dent  'especting  'h-  appointment  of  an  offi- 
'    rer  tobecbirg'd  wi  h  the  du'y  of  r  ceiving, 
s  fe  keeping,  and  dlstri!  uting,  referred  to  a 
enmmittee  ------ 

reri  rt  commiU  d  t>  Com-nitrei  of  f-e  Wbolo 
Pbblic  Crd<  it,  cmn  ni  tee  a|^rn  ed  lo  inquire  and 
le  ort  »b«l  fur  her  Tove^ttiei  are  neeesa^ 
for  the  support  of  - 

Mille  tfaeiwn  "  -  616,  613^  632,  643, 140 
r.salutiji.B  reported  -    .  •      •      -      -  663 
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Public  Cr  dit,  moti:D  to  amend  the  report,  uep- 

lived  

*    fu  Ibercons'deialion  of  the  na,lut.«M      -  W 
furtb*  r  ci  n  idersUon        -      -      -  tt^  til 
bU  pur  ua>  t  tJ  the  r.ao'uun  crdend  tabs 
brought  in  -      -      -      •     *  * 

BKco:rD  ssaannr. 

P*rker,  Mr.,  rema  ke  of,  on  eelf-cr  elea  sociaiN  HI 
Peonsylvahia,  a  bill  author  ring  the  PrendenI  U 
station  Mtlhia  in  the  Western  ceont-H 

 ;  J! 

amended  J" 

read  thfad  time  and  p'saed        -      -     -  HI 
resolutieR  in  &'  or  o  the  eoSer  r»  1>y  ibo  d»- 
pieda'i'  n  ( f  the  ii  aurg.  n  s  in  the  Wt*«a 
couttt'ea  rf   -       -       -       -       •      •  9i( 
Cmnmitlee  of  ihe  W^ole  on  the  report  ef  tbs 
eatect  c  nunUtee  f  r  compensatiwi  to  the 

sadauflerera  "  "  "  "  J,!!| 
cn*riderelieD<f  aaitpoitRMimed  -  W,» 
abil  for  the  ri-liefor  thesnSkCi^  isidtwies 

andrommilted      -      -      -      '     * !?! 

billp-aaed      -  "J 

Peyr  nnaut,  Fraixis,  petition  of       -      *  ' 

petition  gra-  ted      -      -      "     , " 
Pott  ORice,  com  « itlee  appointrd  lo  inqu're  hew 
fiirihelaw  in  reljiion  to  th«^  has  heasf 

report   •  1'" 

a  Senate  biU  to  amend  the  act  estabTahiaj 
the  Post  Offlce  and  Post  Roads,  read  twice 

.  and  comraitlod  "J 

biU  amended    -      -  - 

paased  I*** 

amendments  by  the  Senate  agreed  tts  vith  u 

amendment  -       -      -       _      -     -  IM' 
diat«reementof  the  Senate  to  the  last  amend- 
ment of  the  House  end  a  eoi^effeBce  ds- 

sired  r  ™ 

report  of  the  committee  of  confcienca  read  ana 

laid  on  the  lalile  -  -  -  -  • «« 
theSena'oandUousereoedsfromtheiraaMad- 

ments  ------ 

President.  Addr«s  of  the  -      -  "     '  «i 

resolutions  in  nla'icH)  to  it  -  -  .  -  »» 
anawer  lo  his  Addreos  read  before  the  Hoom 

and  amendments  debated       -      '   im  lii 
amendmenU  discusanl      -      -      "  Li 
the  answer  to  the  Address  amended    •  - 
reaoiution  to  preaent  the  aoawer  to  the  PR"* 

dent  -  " 

the  President's  reply  -  •  * 

lesnlutitm  requesUng  him  lo  direct  Ihe  |in|wr 

officer  to  statf  to  the  House  the  difficulti« 

which  luTe  occurred  in  the  execution  ct 

tiie  act  respecting  the  militia  -  -  -  W 
mesaage  containing  a  statement  of  the  trooft 

in  the  Unt'ed  States  s«*iae  -  '  '  S 
transmitting  a  statrmcntof  expeDditoiea  '  ^ 
meaaage  in  relation  to  the  frontiers  *  J-^ 

other  message  -----  *  '** 
Priol:au,  Caniuel,  Sena'e  bill  in  fovor  "^'"^  .^g, 

twice  and  eoramitled     -      -      *     *  ,Tm 

hill  passed  * 

Publie  IMrt.  renort  ef  the  Commisrfoneis  vS,  fn* 


ronled 


a  plan  for  the  redemptiim  o^  mported  -  '  ^ 
under  conrideratioA  -      -      -     -     -  iH* 
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dt-batej  1174,1191 

nwriutiona  in  relation  to  -  120S 
comiaiUee  appointed  to  brio;  in  a  bill  pano- 
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bill  amendfld  -  1343 
read  •  third  time,  and  a  blank  therein  filled  up  1244 
lull  aaiended  I7  the  Seaata  -  •  -  IS70 
amendmsDts  agreed  to  with  amendment  -  1371 
.  UenatadinffrestothearaeiKlmsntortheHoiue 

and  r3(»da  from  their  own  •      -  1S73 

Hooaa  recede  Irom  their  own  .  -  -  1273 
Pnrvayor  nf  iJappliee.  a  Senate  bill  to  establish  the 

office  of,  read  twice  and  comniiited  -  -  1003 
the  neceasity  of  office  disputed  ...  1004 
bill  lead  third  third  time  and  panoJ   -      -  123S 

riMT  aBa«toir._ 

Qoakera,  matWRitl  from  the,  relative  to  the  alave 

trade   S4e 

tvArred  S58 

Quonwi,  pttmmw  oS      ■      -      •      -      •  133 

H. 

FiaiT  aeisios. 
Reemiting  aenrice,  committee  appointed  to  bring 

ia  abill  fur  the  encoorugement  of  the  -  62S 
bill  presented,  read  twice,  and  wmmittfil  -  &ii 
paaKd  with  ameadmenta  -  560 
•anended  by  the  Senate  ....  607 
committee  of  conference  appointail  •  -  009 
report  of  the  committaa  di^agreeil  to  -  -  64-1 
Reply  of  the  PrenJent  to  the  Addreas  of  Houia  -  140 
RapreaanUiiTO,  lijt  o^  prawnt  at  tho  opening  of 

the  seasion   -  133 
Roaotutions,  Mr.  Malison's,  relative  to  thd  com- 

merceof  the  ITaited  Stites  ...  I53 
dabateondia  sabj^t  of  Bring  a  day  for  taking 

them  into  con  >i deration  -  -  -  -  tS8 
debate  on  tjid  rcsolutioas  -  -  •  336,  279 
suniry,  rdUtive  to  th»  establishment  of  a  ae- 

lect  eorpe  of  militia       ...      -  639 
•undry,  rajpaclint  Military  Bstablifbrnint  657,  S58 
Revenue  cu'terj,  resolutiom  aothsrtaag  the  «3i- 

ploymint  of,  as  d3^tch  botfs       -      -  S34 
dobite  on  tba  revenua  bill  <       -       -       .  697 
Riob,  Nicholas,  csnirittee  appirintad  ti  tmng  in  a 

bill  f.>r  t!ia  relief  of       -      •      .      -  56t 
presealoJ,  read  twice,  and  committed  -       -  606 
read  ihir.l  time  and  pasted  ....  766 
RothsribrJ,  Mr.,  ra.nurka  o^  on  commorce  af  the 

United  States      -      •      -      -      ■  833 

SSCOXD  BBSSIOX. 

Rorenue,  resolaUon  dire::tin;  frte  S^a^ry  of  tho 
Treasury  to  lay  before  the  n3xt  Congreas 
infjr.-aitioa  relati.e  to  the  internal  -      -  1274 

Rhois  Island,  bill  allowing;  a  Jditi'^nal  coni[)3nsatioa 
to  th3  Diatrtct  Judge  <^  raceiveJ  lor  oon- 
cnrrance      ......  1345 

bill  paand  1847 

UU  reipac^;  the  passing  of  coasting  veaaala 
between,  and  Long  bland,  received  for 
conearrantv,  real  thr«e  times,  and  pusod  1357 

Botch,  William,  and  Soni^  petition  0^  praying  to 

be  ezouttrated  frooi  certain  dotiaa    •      •  971 


Page. 

Rudolph.  Tobias^  repmentatvro  <4  of  Maj.  John 
Rudolph,  refinrod  to  the  Committee  on 

Claims       -   991 

Rates,  printed  for  the  use  of  the  membefi    ■      -  875 

and  orders,  residuUon  estabtiahing  certain    •  877 

Rutladge,  John,  petition  of      -      -      -      -  1934 

8. 

narr  saasioir* 
Seamen,  committee  appmnted  to  report  a  Ull  for  the 

relief  (^aidt  and  disabled  -  lit 
eommittee  a(qwinted  to  report  a  bill  providing^ 

for  the  protection  of  -  -  •  -  703 
bill  presented  and  committed      ...  787 

debated  778 

motiori  for  (he  CommiltM  of  the  Whole  to  sit 
again  on  said  bill  negatived     -       -       -  774 
Seeton.  Augustine,  the  petition  of    -      -      -  &60 
Secretary  I  if  the  Treasury,  letter  from  the,  request- 
ing that  a  new  inquiry  into  his  offidal  con- 
duct may  be  instituted   -  14S 
'  rasolution  declaring  the  diaige  against  him, 
of  purdiasing  Ae  pension  of  Baron  de  Glau* 
heck  Uliberat  and  grodndleaa  ...  458 
Secrecy,  resolution  to  remove  an  injunction  oi    -  467 
SedgVvick,  Mr.,  remwksof,  on  the  state  id  the 

Treasury  469 
reaolutiona  oflcred  by  ....  500 
his  remarks  thereon  -  -  -  -  GOt 
on  commerce  -      -      -      -    f.13,  530 

on  the  motion  to  prohibit  intmoarse  with 

Great  Britain       .....  666 
on  indemnity  for  qioliations      ...  691 
Seguin  Island,  committee  appointed  to  report  a  bill 

for  erecting  a  light-hou'^e  on  •  -  -  479 
pressDtod,  rrad  twice,  and  committed  -  -  498 
reported  without  amendments  -  -  -  663 
bill  passed  -      -      -       ■  686 

Sargeant-at-Arms,  appointmsnt  of    ...  131 
Sequestration.    [See  British  Dibti.} 
Shell-Uaslle  Island,  Ocraa>ck  harbor,  (X.  C.,) 

petition  for  the  erezUon  of  a  light  house  on  467 
Shsrfaamn,  Mr,  rerotiks  of,  on  the  petition  of 

Thomas  Manning  -      -      -  •  173 

Ships  or  Veoels,  committee  appointed  to  r^ort 
on  the  alterations  necessary  in  act  concern' 
ingthe  roistering  and  recording  of  -      -  437 
instructed  to  report  by  way  of  bills  -  659 

committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  altera- 
tions necessuy  in  act  for  enrolling  and  li- 
censing those  employed  in  tha  coasting 
trade  uid  fisheries  ....  437 
committee  app3inted  to  repmt  on  the  altera- 
tions neeeasBiy  to  the  aet  tegnlattng  the 
collection  of  duties  imposed  on  tonnage  of  437 
SUvo,  J.  R,  pattiionof,  praying  permission  to  sand 

his  ship  to  wporto  •      ■       .      .      .  663 
Skipwith,  Folwar,  a  bill  providing  for  be  pay. 
ment  of.  for  expenses  on  public  aoeouot, 
read  twice  and  committed      ...  673 
read  third  time  and  passed  -      .      .      .  673 
Slave  trade,  petitions  for  the  abolition  o^  read  and 

referred  to  a  committee  ....  M9 
report  of  the  committee  read  and  committed 

to  a  Committee  of  the  Who'e  ...  448 
eommittee  ai^nted  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  - 

suppression  of  -----  4SS 
bill  presented,  read  twiop,  and  committed  -  469 
bUlpassed  488 
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Smith,  Mr.,  (S.C.,}  on  commerce,  174,  209,  401,410 

on  Ifao  bill  to  provtJe  a  K'aval  Armament     -  492 

on  non  intercoursewith  Great  Britain  -      -  682 

on  the  necessity  of  additional  revenues  -       -  659 

on  the  hill  for  the  punishmentof  crinm  •  747 
Smith,  Mr,  (Md.,)  remarksof,  on  Mr.  Madiaon'i 

reioiutioDS  rwpeotiag  commerce,  229,  246,  Z9b 
Smitb,  Reiiben,  rewlntion  to  iem.t  certain  duties 

iocuired  l)y   -       .       -       -       -       -  673 

IhU  for  that  purpose,  paned  ...  683 
Snuff  and  tobacco,  debate  on  the  resolution  for 

laying  a  tax  on  manufactured  -  520 
Soldiers,  debate  on  the  subject  of  increasing  their 

pay     .       -   169 

a  bill  in  relation  to  their  land  titles,  discussed 

and  paswd   ------  725 

Spirits,  petition  praying  revision  of  the  act  cob- 

ceroiog  distilled    -      -      ■       -      -  658 
Soathwestem  froDtier  settlers,  a  Ull  reapecUog  the, 

passed   780 

Senate  amendments  debated      -  774 

disagreed  to     -   760 

conference  desired  by  Senate       -       -       -  781 

disagieementadber<xl  to  by  the  House  -       -  781 

Stamp  duties,  an  engtoesed  bill  on,  rejected        -  726 

Standing  orders,  adoption  of  one      -      -      •  151 
report  bom  the  committee  «[qK»nted  to  pie* 

pue    -------  164 

States,  a  rewrfution  lelaUTO  to  accoanta      -      -  674 

leiolutiod  debated,           -      -      -      -  67S 

a  bill  jn  relation  to  halanoee  due  certain,  in 

Committee  of  the  Whole       -      -  .   -  68-1 

amended  -  665,  686 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  687 

St.  Clair,  Arthur,  a  letter  from,  respecting  a  claim  720 

a  bill  io  his  favor,  passed  -  -  -  -  711 
St.  Domingo,  memorial  praying  the  aid  of  C<ii^ 

gresaibr  the  relief  of  the  emigrants  from  -  IfiS 

report                                               -  169 

eomndlted  to  Committee  of  the  Whole-      -  l'i3 

Irill  ibr  flidr  relief  leported  -      -      -      -  411 

lead  the  third  time  and  paaied   -  433 

•mended  by  the  Senate     -  438 

concurred  in    -----       -  442 

Stiong,  Nathan,   resolution  to  renut  to,  certun 

duties  incurred  by  him    -  663 
bill  for  that  purpose  read  the  third  time  and 

passed   693 

r,  memorial  from  sundry  bakers  -  638 
s  Inll  laying  duty  on  refined,  presrated,  read, 

and  debated  ......  700 

condderatioo  of  the  UU  resumed  -      -      -  704 

further  consideration  -----  716 

bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed  -  -  720 
Swifl,  Mr.,  speech      on  sequestration  of  British 

debU  -  552 

on  a  motion  to  prohibit  intercoursewith  Great 

Britain       -      -      -      -      -      -  676 

SKCOXD  SI8SI0K. 

Sayre,  Ste[dien,  clum  of,  under  connderation     •  978 

resolutions  concerning  it  disagreed  to,       -  983 

Sedgwkk,  Mr.,  mnatka  o^  on  self-created  societies  9 1 1 

on  the  Natnnlintiun  Ull  -  1006 

on  the  reduction  of  pQbfic  Debt  -  -  •  117u 
Sergeant,  William  Hi^l,  and  Nathan  RidiBidion, 

of  -  1066 

  1067 


hp. 

Seymrmr,  Wdliam,  bill  far  tbo  i^iefo',  presented  IW 

bill  passed  

Scolt,  Gf  nera),  vote  of  thanks  to      -      -     -  M6 
Shell  Oaetle  Island,  bi  I  to  amend  the  aetibrncd- 

ing  a  lighted  beacfin  on,  rrjected     -     -  IW 
^▼a,  Juze  Koiz,  memorial  from  ■      -      -     •  Ml 
resolution  in  relation  to     -      -      •     -  llti 
Smith,  Mr.,  (8.  C.,)  remarksof  on  sdf-creAd 

societies       -  -       -      -  9W 

on  a  vole  of  thanks  to  General  Wayne  and 
o:hers  -      -      -      -      -      -     -  9M 

on  Public  Debt        -      -       .   ■  -     -  U8S 
Smith,  Mr.  S  ,  remarks  on  Public  Debt  1091,1196 
SnufT,  end  refined  sugar,  a  bill  to  amend  (he  act 

laying  duties  on    -      -      -      -     -  IKI 

Inll  ordered  to  be  engrossed        -      -     -  IIH 

piused  W 

Senate  amendmenla  agreed  to     -       -  "If 
Societies,  debase  on  that  pail  of  the  Speech  of  the 
President  respecting  aclf'Crcateil       -  - 

fijrther  dcbatea  915,98 

Southwestern  lands,  resolution  concerning,  rceeivfld 
for  concurwnce  -       -.      -  " 

amended  and  concurred  in  -       -  -*•!!!) 
Stafford,  Joab,  the  petition  of  -      -      -      -  flW 
St.  t-lair,  Arthur,  lo'terfrom,  requesting  a  speedy 
deciviDn  on  the  report  of  the  commit.ec  in 
relation  to  the  failure  of  his  expedition    -  91S 
memorial  of,  in  bcha'f  of  se'f  and  son  -      -  IW 
Stenography,  resolution  authorizing  the  Serrrtary 
of  State  to  receive  proposals  from  personi 

skilled  in  ■ 

i*ugar  refiners,  memoria!sfrom  certain,  1060,1174,1314 

T. 

rmBT  mtsaroit. 

Taylor,  George,  rqxnton  the  petition  -  -  W 
Territory  ceded  by  North  Carolina,  bill  in  n^alkn 

to  the,  presrntrd    -       -       .       -      -  684 
Territory  Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  a  copy  of  die 

laws  of       -      -      -       -      -     •  W 
South  of  the  Ohio,  memoital  from  iheHtpa* 

•enlatives  of  the  peopUi  -      -      "     '  S 

repmtoa*  -  -  -  -  -  •  5b 
Tobacco^  debate  on  the  resdutum  fat  hjing  a  tn 

«D  niannfjctured   -      -      -      -  SW^W 
memorial  from  certain   manofiictDren  o( 

against  said  resolution    -       -       -      -  (t* 
resolution  furUier  debstcd,  699, 700,  701. 702, 7N 

Tousard,  Lient  Cel..  petitini  o(  pteesenled     -  ^ 

report  on  petition  of  -  -  - .  -  ■  ^ 
committee  appcrinted  to  report  a  bill  to  aOov 

him  an  equivalent  for  his  pension   -      '  ^ 

bill  presented,  read  twice,  and  committed    -  ^ 

repented  without  amendment     -      '     '  !« 

pM«d  2; 

Ull  amended  by  the  Sena'e  -  '  '  l1 
amendment  agreed  to       -  .     ■  Mf 

Tracy,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  tiio  commerce  f^'^  ^ 

United  States  

Tieasory,  obeervetiona  of  Mr.  Sedgwirfc,  on  the 

state  of  tbo  - 

Treasury  Deparlment,  reaolntion  of  Mr.  CiJ**, 
reapec.ing  the      -  -  - 

committee  appninled  on     -      -      -     -  4W 
power  given  to  the  committee  toeeml  ftr  per- 
eons  and  papers    -      -      -      -     •  4R 
Tiea^  with  tho  Indians,  popers  in  relation  <•  1^  ,^ 
lacriTod  fton  the  War  DtfutoMit  -  • 
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l^igK  Abram*  pe:iUon  ef,  onitaitiBg  the  titmioa 

of  Mr  Praaron     -    '  -      -      .  .149 
report  of  the  commiust     •      -      ...  Syg 
day  fixed  for  iriul      -      -      .      .      .  61)0 
trial  oonim?ncetl  and  podponad  •      .      .  607 
trial  resumed  608 
petition  and  roport  thereon  rejected     -      -  613 
Troops  of  the  Unilcd  Slates,  eoniiniltee  ai^inted 
to  report  what  altennion  onght  to  be  made 
in  the  ration  rovr  allowed      -      -    .  -  I63 
'  report  of  cooimittce  -  166 

■ICOITD  SKSBIOX. 

T^lor,  Andrew,  memorial  of  -  -  -  .  875 
I'aylor,  laaac,  pelition  of  -      -      -  .  979 

Territory,  C4xle.l  by  North  (;aroIina,  bill  for  deter- 
mining the  boundaries  of       -      -      -  973 
Norlhweat  of  the  Ohio,  a  resolution  in  relatioq 

to  thf  Judicial  Courts  of  ibo  ■  -  -  lue 
resoluiion  respecting  ceesioDs  of  lands  -  -  1160 
resolulion  autborizinfi  a  Treaty  to  be  held  in 

rffla!ion  to  Indian  titltt  to  lands      -      -  Ii62 
Noflhweat  of  the  Ohio,  a  resolutinn  disap- 
proving certain  laws  in  relation  to   -      -  1314 
joSiit  reso:ution  respecting  certain  laws  of,  pre- 

■ented  1S23 

agreed  t)  -*  1227 

Tracy,  Mr..  Speech  of,  on  PubTicPcbt      -      -  1191 
Transfer  of  Etxik,  resolution  respecting  the         -  976 
an  engrossed  bill  in  relation  to  the,  passed    -  1009 
Treasury  Department,  letter  from  the  'IWsurer, 
accompanying  his  accountfl  of  receipts  and 
expenditures  -      -      .  949 

letter  from  'he  Secretary  of  the,  atatbi^hb  in- 
tention of  nwianing  his  office  -      -      -  054 
letter  concerning  revenues  laid  before  the 
Honse  -      -      -      -      -      -      -  1 104 

abiJ  to  amend  the  act  altering  th^  passed    -  1208 
U. 

nasT  sEsstoiT. 
Uaeful  Arts,  a  sapplementary  bill  to  the  act  for 
promoting  the,  peasated,  nad  twice^  and 
committed  642 
amended  and  pasml  -      -       -      .      .  759 
Senate  amendments  agreed  to     .      -      .*  771 

V. 

riBST  BZSSIOIT.  ' 

Van  Aken,  Francis  Joachin,  a  letter  from,  respect- 
ing bis  discovery  of  an  art  to  ezttnguish 
fires,  read  snd  aenttothe  Senate  for  in- 
fbrmatiofi  745 
'  Van  Allen,  John  E.,  peition  of  Henry  Van  Ro'-sse- 

laer  c(Mnp!aining  of  the  undue  election  of  -  139 
report  laid  on  the  table      ....  ]4o 
farther  report  made  and  ordered  to  be  commit- 
ted to  Committee  of  the  Whole       -      -  144 
proceedings  thereon  -      -      .  -  146 

declared  to  have  been  duly  elected       -      -  148 
Van  Rensselaer,  Heniy  K.,  p  tiiion  of,  complain- 
ing trf'  the  undue  election  of  John  E.  Van 

Allen  189 

Venelaof  War,  debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 

on  the  prtqmntion  for  building  sondiy       .  444 
a  UU  anthoriiing  the  Prerident  to  porcha*e  or 
have  bni:t  vesseb  to  ba  equipped  as  gallqu^ 
debated  in  Committee  of  the  Whde  -      -  76I 
bill  discmaed  and  passed    -  767 


Virginia  Continental  Line,  committee  appointed 
to  report  on  the  alteralifma  neocaaary  to  the 
act  to  enable  officers  of,  to  obtain  titletf  to 
certain  lands        -.  >  .      .  .  5S4 

report  of  the  committee  -  •  -  -  63 1 
rcaolntims  adopted  on  the  veport  of  die  eom> 
mitlee,  and  committee  appointed  to  bring  in 
a  bill  pursuant  themo  -  .  -  ^  664 
bill  presented  read  twic^  and  committed  •  605 
bill  deba  M  and  passed  -  -  .  -  725 
amended  by  the  Senate  -  779 
amendments  agreed  to       •       -       -       •  780 

SKGO>'D  SE8ST0R. 

VesseUi,  a  supplementary  Ijill  for  enrolling  ships 
and  vessels  for  the  coasting  trade  and  fish- 
eries, read  twice  and  committed  -  -  1071 
lud  on  the  table,  with  amendments  -  '1119 
bill  passed  -  -  -  -  .  -1128 
Senate  amrmdmentsrecdved  for  concurrence  -  1S08 
disagreed  to     -----       .  1209 

bill  laid  on  the  table  1SS7 

a  bill  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  dotieson 
the  tonni^  o4  passed    ....  1134 

W. 

riBRT  SKSBieV. 

WaJswortb,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  tobaceo  aad 

sngnr  duties  ......  704 

Wheaton,  Joseph,  appointed  fiafgentt-ab-Anns  -  134 
Widows  and  families  of  deceased  c!eih%  a  hill  in 

favor  of,  presented  -      ...      -  779 
bill  passed       -       -       -       .       . ,      .  790 
Window  glass,  petitionB  praying  an  additimial  duty 
on  the  importation  of,  refoned  to  a  cmd- 
■mittee   463,  466 


SKCOSD  SE8SIOT. 

War  Department,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the, 

respecting  fortificationfl    -       -       .       .  950 
report  respecting  the  difScuIties  which  have 
occurred  in  the  execution  of  the  act  esta- 
blishing an  uniform  system  of  militia       -  073 
report  accompanying  statements  of  claiman's 

to  the  pension  list  -      -      -      -      .  ISOt 
letter  from  the  Secretary,  enctoeing  extracts  of 
letters  and  documents  from  Gen.  Wajnie, 
and  the  Agent  of  Indian  Affiiirs  for  the 
Creek  nation        .....  1S74 
Wayne,  General,  resolutions  ofiered,  returning 
thanks'  to,  and  to  Ae  officers  and  soldiers 
under  bis  command      ....  953 
their  pmprirty  debated      ■      .      ■      -  953 
resolutions  agreed  to  -      -      •  -  968 

White,  James,  a  letter  from,  enclosing  his  cre> 

dentiaU  973 
his  right  to  a  seat  in  the  House  debated  -      -  884 
resolution  to  admit  him  a  Delegate      -       •  .999 
a  bill  extending  the  franking  privilege  to  htm 
and  providing  for  his  compensation,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in    .....  891 
the  bill  phased  •       -      -      .      .     ..  914 
Woriey,  Caleb,  and  others,  placed  on  the  list  of 

peononeis  ......  955 

T. 

rinST  SISSTOTT. 

Yeas  and  nays,  on  an  amendment  to  the  resolution 
fat  mptnntuig  a  committee  to  report  on  the 
naval  force  necessaiy  to  protect  American 
CMDmeiee  fiiom  Algarino  ootiain  -  154 


Digitized  by 


Googlt 


XXVi  IICDEX  TO  DEBATES  AWD  PEOCEEDIKG9  IN  THE  HOQBB. 


Ptge. 


TcM  and  Nay^  on  tbe  pMfli«B  of  Oo  ln'.l  mafcins 
aa  alientio^  in  the  Flig  of  tbe  United 

Stales  

OQ  motion  to  atrite  ont  the  last  Mction  of  the 
Ull  veUitive  to  ^e  Mi  tUi?  Eatabli»bment  - 
on  motion  to  add  an  additional  aection  to  itid 

bin  

on  lha  qncBtion  of  postponing  farther  con- 
ndention  of  the  Report  of  tbe  Secietary  of 
State  on  the  privileges  mi  reatrictioni  on 
commerce 

on  the  leaolution  dec'aring  Mr.  Lathncr  enti- 
tled to  a  aeat  in  the  Hooae      -      -  - 

on  the  resolotion  to  provide  a  naval  force 

on  a  motion  to  amend  tbe  pnrpoa  A  article  of 
amendment  to  the  Ooostitution 

on  concurring  with  the  Senate  in  the  resolu- 
tion to  amend  the  Conslitution  respecting 
theJudiciftl  power  -  - 

on  the  paamge  of  the  bill  to  provide  a  Naval 
Armament  ------ 
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tothe  Mili  ary  Establishment   -        12*1,  tS43 
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